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CONFIDENTIAL

Koreu, 1950, the only other surprise in our recent histery comparable with
the Ardennes. Again, theater and army appreciation of the change in situation
ran about 48 hours behind tactical developments. By the night of 26-27 No-
vember, the enemy had done mortal hurt to the position of the defender. Still
two more days were lost in attempting to save that which already was beyond
restoration. But except in II ROK Corps, there had been nc breakdown of com~
nunications channels and facilities above the company-to-battalion zone of
operations. And there were only about four instances in which a battalion CP
became cut off. The Army found itself groping in the dark simply because a
dozen or so line companies had gone out of contact with higher levels. But
there occurred at no time anything resembling a total black-out of a division
sector or even of the position of one RCT.

These ccmparisons are cited simply to illustrate that there has been
nothing in our experience which can be likened to the crippling effect upon the
communications net produced by one atom bomb exploded upon the gravity
center of a field division. The resulting paralysis is not limited to the body
of the division; it extends to the highest level of command because the latter
cannot order effective counter movement until there is clarification of the
frontal situation. The difference in the magnitude of communications break-
down during the bullet-and-armor period and what is potential in atomic war-
fare is suggested in this diagram:
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Fig. 8-—Impact on Communications

After the bomb drops, the infantry forces deployed along the perimeter
may still be physically whole. But the muscle power and the active will of this
portion of the line have become heavily impaired. The separated parts can no
longer respond to one controlling brain. Somewhere inside the perimeter lies
a holocaust of unknown dimension but terrifying aspect, Even those troops
which have escaped personal injury are likely to be greatly unnerved, and it
is hardly reasonable to expect that in their condition they could be quickly col-
lected, organized, and led to the task of rescue and restoration.

One other factor in the physical (tactical) circumstances bears directly
on the question of whether they are likely to have the capability of either (a)
making a stand-up fight along the line upon which they are deployed , or {(b)
self-organizing to cope with the interior situation. From their view of what
has happened, they have every reason to think that their part of the front has
been collapsed, and that they are therefcre standing somewhat naked in enemy
country. When troops have any such sensing of their situation, the impulse to
get back to friendly lines pretty weil dominates their movements and such
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