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_ DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS, 15T TNFANTRY DITISION ()0 )

1« JSAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION: 1st Infantry Division Operatioa
ABILENE - Search and Destroy. References Maps Vietnah, 1:50,000

Sheets 6343 I, 6443 IV, 6443 I,,6343 II, 6443 II1, 6443 i1, 6342 1,
6442 1V, 6442 I, 6543 IV, 6543 III, 6542 IV,

2. DAJES OF OPERATION: 300630H March 1966 = 151325H April 1966,

3, GIAIRAL: On 300630H March 1968, MACV directed Operation ABILTIZ
commenced under control of the 18t Infantry Division, Division CPOKD
7-6€, dated 24 lMarch 1966, specif'ied that the operation was to bs
conducted in LONG KHANH and PHUOC TUY Provinces. The area wcs beounded
on the vest by Highway 15, on the north by Highway 1, on the scuin by
Highway 23, and on the east by NS grid line YS 80 (Annex C, Operation
Overlay), The two brigade (reinf) operation was launched to lo:.'e
and dettroy VC forces and base camps in the area of operationc, Two
reinforced brigades operated in assigned zones, being prepared to - -
move repidly by helicopter to successive areas of operation to destroy
&ny VC personnel or installations discovered. o

a. The reporting officer for this report is Major General . illian
E. DePuy, Commanding General, 1at Infantry Division,

b, ‘ask Orgmnization. Control of the operation was exercised by

Headquarters, 1st Infantry Division, Command Group, 18t Infantry
Division, comprised of Headquarters and _Company L-L//,\

operated from a tactical command post, nu/&z:b A
2d Prigade Task Force . ldlloy
HHC 24 Bde (=)

24 Battalion, 16th Infantry
18t Battalion, 18th Infantry
2d Battalion, 18th Infantry
18t Battalion, Tth Artillery

It Col William S, Hathaway
Lt Col Karl R, Morton

Lt Col Herbert licChrystal~
Lt Col John H, Fye III A pr 66

oy o mrm s e s

3d Brigade Task Force
HHC 3d Bde (=)
18t Battalion, 2d Infantry

Col V/illiam D, Brodbeck

Ma§ Ronald T. Theiss (30 lare
10 %oz, -

. Lt Col Richard Prillcaan- (17 ..
13t Battalion, 16th Infantxy Lt Col Lee S, Henry
2d Battalion, 28th Infantry Lt Col Kyle W. Bowie
2d Battalion, 33d Artillery (=) Lt Col Frapk R. Timsé

18t Div Arty Tec CP Col Marlin W, Camp
8tk Battalion, 6th Artillexy (=) Lt Col Anthony Petruzsi (5 !
. A“.v—

18t gineer Battalion (=)
18t Squadron, 4th Cavelry (-)
18t Battalion RAR

1et Battalion, 26th Infantxy
1218t 3ignal Battalion (=)

Lt Cul Howard L. Sc~xgent
. Lt Col Paul Fisher

L Col A.¥, Preece

Lt Col Erakine Saith

Lt Col R.R. Curington

18t ‘viation Battalion " Lt Col Harold G, Kevbaugh
Lt Ool Jebn i, Laytexbach

sowicRadEd 47 3 ‘@i C(ONFIDENTIAL

INTERV:LS; DECLwS3IVIET
AFTER 12 YBAR3

70D VIR 5200, 10 : 51/(//

11th Aviation Bettallon

R
e

5 Aps
Lt Col John R, MoGiffert (5 Apr)

T ST < o Py 1

pqwee =




A

N
AU

Y

e 2

SRS "7 SR, i

e A S A AP s

CONFIDENTIAL

4. INTELLIGENCEs a, Intelligence Prior to Operation: The total
population of PHUOC TUY Province is 138,000 with approximately 38,300
in the VUN3 TAU area (YS 2744). Of the total population, 87,000 live
in GVN controlled area, 22,000 live in areas undergoing p.cification,
12,000 in areas oonsidered relatively free of VC, and 17,000 are
living in VC controiled areas, Major populaticn areas are XUYZN i0C
(YS 3861), LONG DIEN (YS 4359) and BINH GIA (YS 4970). A large nuaber
of the people live along Route 15, With the exception of very few
liontagnards and Chinese, the population is ethnic Vietnamese, 4 cur-
few is in effect in the province between 2200 end 0400, but is not
rigidly enforced. Approximately 32% of the population is Pro-GVN,
12% Pro=VC, and 56% are neutral. Major religions are Buddhism &nd
Catholicism with the former oomprising 70% of the population and the
latter 25% The Catholios are generally anti-Communist. VC Infra-
structure is established down to village and hamlet level. In sone
areas it is olandestine and others the political cadre require armed
soldiers to protect them and to insure thet the poople follew their
regulations and policies. The major highways are Route 15 which
extends from BIEN HOA (YT 0113) to VUNG TAU (YS 2744 ), Route 2 Hich
extends from BA RIA (Y3 3861) to Rovte 1 (YT 43C5), and Route 23
which extends from BA RIA (YS 3861) to HAM TaAN (25 0479)e Limited
light industxry consisting of charcoal production, rice millinz, and
fish processing occupies 20% of the population,-.-Agrioulture and -{ishe
ing are the main ocqupations. Rice must be imported to foed the pop=
ulation, while the nation-wide:inflation has affegted PHUOC TUY with
the lergdst price inoreases for rice. -Inflsticn and .other chaotio
econonin ..-nm#aoo;;‘r.e..amiee;tmm..guism operatitng, affqrda. the
enemy opportunity to direct tho dfasatiafact{on”df the pecjile ¢gainst
GVN and Pree World Fozves, Through propaganda and terrorism the VO
have considerable influence on the.population, enabling.him to use
them as & source of intelligence., lle has oonvinced or ordered them
to be uncooperative with friendly troops. We can expect litile sup-
port from the pecple without them being oonvinced that lasting seourity
can be expected against VC reprisals for lending assistance to ocur
forces, Local incidents of rice shortages are expected to occur and
refugeeco are expeoted to result fiom operstions in the area, Numbers
of VC anti-airoraft weapons were unknown, but intense smsll arms and
sutomatic weapons fire was expected to be direoted at airoraft flying
at low levels over the BINH BA Plantation (Y8 4574) area and the vicia-
ity Y8 3577. In addition, low level flights along Route 2 oould «x-
pect to receive some ground fire, ’

The enexy has a well ostablished intelligence systea for both
political and combat intelligence. The W has & high degrse of oont> .l
over the rural population and hus little difficulty moving throuyn.:.
the province, He is thoroughly familiar with the area and terrain
suits his hit and run type campaigns. He has fres use of 1l xrge a.e:s
of the province within which he has bases, training areas, and suyrdl,
caches. & o

The enexy is, however, depcndent on sxtermal support and ge'.s
auch of his manpower, subsistence, and supplies from the people ‘ie
loss of which would he decisive, The VU logistical systea is de,cne
dent upon caches for sustained operations and destruotion or confisce-
tion of their caches limits VO combat capabilities. He is wlnerable
to attack Yy air and artillexry when oconcentrated and lacks adoquate
air deferse weapons or artillexy support. The enemy hes a long and
intrioate infiltration system for war materials end may leot suffioient
transpoxt to rapidly resupply. He is vulnersble to cheaicel agemts,
sustained oomdbat, and aggressive pursuit,
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The enemy has the capability to attack any target in P‘UOC TUY
Province with up to two main.force reginents supported by cox -:uy 4
size local force units, He can be expected to reinforce with vv,
main force regiments within four days and defend his base -aieas wi*):
the above forces. ost of his activities will be directed to rosizicie  ———— p
3 ing or denying for limited periods the use of LOC's by interdiction,
4 sabotage, and ambush., He will attempt to embush friendly units end
- to,conduct harassing mortar fire and sabotage attacks agninst frieadly
= forces and installations. Any regimental or larger .scale attack will
probably be of short dura:ion, violently executed, and &4 a time aud
place the enemy feels he has achieved tactical surprise as well &as
i numerical superiority. The enemy will defend his base arzas with the .
)

PO

it . = -

forces immediately available. to him when he feels such tases ars crite
ical, He will employ local forces to aid in extricatin; wain force
! units., He has been in his base¢ areas for seversl years and -his had an
! opportunity to prepare positions in depth, establish supply caches,
and prepare escape routes.

b, Lnemy Situation During Operation: There was dne 'larse eicou...
i . with elements of a mcin force pnit Qurih; the operation, On 11 2,.l.
g 1966, in viocinity YS 535855, C COmpany, 24" ‘Battalion, 16th Infantzy

made contact with .elements of DB0O Battalion, killed 41 (BG) and

posgibly killed an-additional fifty. The najority of remaining V¢
lossos guring the penqd MQTé ‘from g-qerrilla or locel force units,
The Jvh and 94th 'Majn Force Beciments ¥axe not.1h the pravince wher,
the operation nommenced, Tha 94th Regiment wea moving haok into ‘the"
! area when the operation terminated, mikcept for accesional small rrns
fire and mining by small locsl forpe elew:nts, U,8, foroes operated
almost witnout opposition throughout the province., - Zngineer elemsnta
experienced harassment by mines, road cuts, and the demolition of
bridges, VU guerrilla forces avoided contact and most VC were killed
at night by ambush patrols.

-

T IR E—

Al o el

: Despite constant surveillanoe, no significant VC movements were E
noted during deylight hours. Interrogation of VC oaptives, trrnslation ]
of captured documents, the engagement of C Company, 2/16 Infantry, and .
intellizence from MACY indicated that larger main force units were |
moving beck into the provinoe, There were very few retums froz air- &N
borne sensory devioes indicating that the VC has limited means of transe
port-iion or chose not to use them. The same sensory devices failzd to
detect any signifioant aotivity in areas long regarded as belonzing te
the YT,

Base oamps and supply favilities were generslly found elong
ctreams, Relatively few booby traps and mines were eancounter:d, Al=
though m-terial losses to the VC were signifioent, the lcis9s prod-llv :
will not have any major adverse effeots on future ¥C plans ar.! oze - =
tions, L

Intelligence for the operation was valid,  ilajor YC forces were
out of tha province at the start of the oparatio::; and aajor dase :rreas
proved to be located generally as exnected, Little informatic: wus
available on loocal forces particularly as-to l.:ations, strengilis, and
podable havens. The C20 was encountored in itn operaiionai ares,

EINH BA Plantation, however uttlo was knowa or Las been learned about
other local units, f

e

T—

y The relocation of people from VC contxolled to GVN controlled
areas should zeducs the oivilian labor force availablo to the VC as
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well as present obstacles to the acquisition of supplises,

: ¥C propa-
genda has suffered a set back by the unrestricted movement of US and
GVN troops and officials,

Forces engaged in the operation were DSOO Bn of the 94th Regimeant,

€20, a local force company, probably C4 and C21 local force companies
and locrl guerrillas. ) ’

ce Terrain and Weathers The terrain is flat and gently rolling with
most elevations under 15C meterss Two hill masses dominate the oo ii=
west portion of PHUOC.TUY Province, NUI ONG CaU (YS 3666) ané ¥UI T:I
VAL (YS 2971)." The jungle areas ace generally dense with trees up to
100 feet and secondary growth up to 20 feet providing good concealment
aad come oover in most places. The trees in the plantations along
Route 2 are from 12 to 20 feet tall and 10 to 15 Faet aprrt providing
good coucealment from air observations Ground under the trees is '
generally olear of brush and undebrgrowth., The main waterways are tha
SONG CAT KEP end SONG THI VAI whith form the western provincial bo--
dex and are mavigable up to vicinity Y3 1683, Other significant wasore
ways oce the BONG BA DAP, which flows from YS 4857 to YS 5858, and tie
SONG DINH, which flows Irom northeast to esuthwest, crossins Route 15
vicinity Y8 375610, Both are fordable in the dxy season. %he major
highway througa the operitional area is Route 2, extending from Ba iA
{(YS 3761) to Route 1 (YT 1305). '

Weather was dry, hot, and dusty due to & lack of preaipitciiop,
Soue relief from the heat,yay arforded Yy the shade of the rubber
plantations. lHigh humidity wes expéfience’ in the early moming, with
ainisums in the mid eftemoon, —— 3 ] '

d. _Ccunterintelligences OPORD 7-66 called for the development and
execution of a deception plan. ‘A false coaraiion oxder was published
(PRAG Order 33-66).dixecting & brigade sins vperation which would
focus attention on the EAT DICH ars of FHUOC TUY Province and divert.
attention from the actual area of oderation. The false oporation
order wos fully coordinated with ARV units. Air and artillery sup-

. port was ooordinated with the appropnate DASC and TACC, The decep-
tion plan wae dosigned to produce the tsllowing yesultss "

~(1) 'D'ooo:lvo the w.u to the actual area of operation,

(2) Csuse the YC to withdraw to the &tusl area of operntioa zast
of Highway 2. .

e+ Fortifications varied froa simple foxhiles ond and{-airsait
emplacenents to tunnels with a hiight of 6 fee,

£, CA/PSYOP: The mission directed an aggressive PSYOP progie: to
encourege ralliers and gein’information on locatian of VCj end te con-
duct & Civio Action progres as iequired, with euccsis on HEICAP,

Diring the pericd 1 to 13 April, approximete'. 900,000 locllets
were dropped in the area of operation., Annex X dcylcts tie lucat.one
and days the drops were made. Some flights were cumielled die %o
airereft maintenance and commitments of & higher privsi:y. . Yror Aprid
7 to the completion of the operation, lesflet drope weis oo_nd_ucud :
during daylight hours only. The flights were made by C~4j exd U-10 ° .-
airoraft, o . . . .
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Loudspeaker tapes were utilized during the operuion to exploit
infoimation obtained from captured VC and VCS. Various Chieu ioi and 9
harassing tepes were played during the hours of darkness I{rou Ced] F
aircrafts U-10 aircraft were used betwein 0900 and 1700 as a means
of delivery for taped hessages. ‘

Prior to the operation, planning and coordination was ma.e 1:.+h 1
province and distriotchiefs for action to be taken with nonecoub:turts, e
Arrangements were made for the Vietnamese to establish u refugzee col= *
lection point within the districts Refugees collected by brizades were
tumed over to ARVN control as soon -as possible., ARVN had tie respon-
8ibility for movesment of refugees, with U.3. forces providin; any seaice
tance requested,

Approximately 1500 persons trcated hy MEDCAP teams, ‘Twenty=five
tons of commodities were distributed to families within tiie area of
operationss Construction material provided to the village of iP O}
TRINCH (YS 268668) included 3200 sheets of tin and 1300 sacks of
cement. to- repair damage to the houses,

i, Succees of the PSYOPS/GA program can bte witacssed by the reports .
| of enemy activity made by Vietnamese nationals. 3

A €. See Annex A for Enemy Order of Battle.

S« MISSIONs COMUSMACY assigned the 1st Inientry Division (Reinf) tre ;
mission of conducting search and destroy operations in FHUOC TUY . :
Province to locate and desiroy elements of the 94th and 5th vc Reg;- ,

ments, their base camps and the MAY TAO Secret Zone.

6. CONCEPT OF OPERATION: Opermtion ABYLINE wag tq be oonduoted oyor
s large area, utilizing & seriep of suprant. basqq from which operstions i
throughout PHUOC TUY Proyvince chuld be’ aounted. Two- brigades would ;
enter initial areas of operatiop and then be noved to aucceuiva
} ' areas of operation to qnploy u;;l.au oolbut power .to dut:oy Vo' .
forces end their base camps. - Max{mum . uu of helicqpters was planied | b
throughout the, opu‘ti.on- to. move {omn“to b.look and destroy VO 'forcu :
sttempting “to.eacape,  Pire auppirt:planning jnoluded artillery, naval
sunfire, TAC ez, and armed helicopterq to he placed op LZ's and to <
be provided throughout the operatiom as harassing and interdiotion
fires or fires on targets of opportunity, Arcas of operations were
to .be adjusted as plans developed during the executivn (Annex D).

7o EXECUTION: Commanding Genersl, 1st Infentxry Division, recsived a :
directive on 2 February to conduot an operation in THUOC VY Frovince
) t0 locate and destroy VC foroes and their base areas, Code nase war }

| CLAY,

On 19 Pebruary, MACY direoted a two-brigade operstion ia IiUOC .
Province to last about 10 days with the wbjective of locating and dos-
troying elements of two YC regiments reported to be in the srea. Tne
directive specified that part of the operation was to be oconducted east ]
and north of XUYEX MOC, Plans were formulated fo> Operation ;R FPHIS, F
later changed to Operation ABILENE, end OPORD 7-65 was issued 24 March, -
A large ares of operation was seleoted to allow freedom of action and
wvas adjusted as intelligence was recoived,

D=1 (29 March 1966)s The vehiple elemsnts of By st Infentzy |
Division, 24 Brigade, 34 Brigedo, Divieiom Artillery, Suppert Coanend,
16t Bngineer Bagtalien, and iot Squadrom, 4th Caveizy oseembled vie
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Hq II Field Force Vietnam (YT 0509) during the duy in preparation fer
movenent to the area of operations.’ All elements closed into the
holding area by 291700H without incidents during the moves,

. D=Day (30 March 1966)s Operation ABILENE commenced 300630l wath
the movement by road of Co A, st Battalion, Royal Australian Regimen‘
(mounted in APC's of the Prince of Wales Light Horse ‘"roop) and § '
attached tanks of Troop A,: 18t Squedron, 4th Cavalry, This task-force
arrived at COURTENAY airstrip (YS 4591) and had it secuved by 300 " ..
The remaining Austrslian elements, including the 161st RIZA Rattez/,
were helilifted by UH=-1D and CH-47 airoraft into COURTENAY com:>nciar
301000H, All companies of the RAR had closed by 3010500 and the bate °
talion established a perimeter for the defense of the Suu-ort Commanid
facilities and Divieion Tao CP, Saturation patrolling of the area
(QUESNSLAND) was oonducted throughout the day without VC contact,

24 Brigade initiated its partioipation in ABIL:NE 3012004 wit..
the airmobile assault of 24 Bn, 16th Inf into LZ NORMAN (Y3 3795),
and subsequent helilift of st Bn, 18th Inf into the same LZ (/nnex Z),
Both battalions closed by 701445H. 24 Bn, 18th Inf oommenced its wui..
mobide essault into LZ NATHAN (YS 3986 701455K and oclosed 301530k
with no VC ocontact, One battery ol ia: B-, Tth Arty was airlifted .-
CH-47 into LZ NORMAN olosing 30! -"d{, Th. ~smainder of the battalio:
moved by road with the division onavey o6 closed into LZ NORMAY
301645H. The battalion deployud Zn i:i«zaed!ate positions at YS 43397,
to support the initial landi:gu znd conrev ac/ement, 2d Ban, 16th Inf
assumed the mission of hrijiie reserve wi sr:illery bose security.
The other two infantry baticlions bogan su-<c.: and destroy operetions
toward the weast with 1st Bn, 16th Inf on the north, and 24 Bn, 18th Inf
on the south, The only VC contact during the day was made by 1st In,
16th Inf between 301630H and 301730H, whan a total of 5 VC were engoged
vic Y3 340950, Two WC were killed and =13all erms captured, The
units closed for the night with 24 Brigad: €2, 2d Bn, 16th Inf, and
18t Bn, 7th-Arty at T8 3653¢7; 1st Bn, 184h Inf at Y3 345935; and
24 Bn, 18th Inf at Y8 360869,

3d Brizade prepositioned all elements (less brigade trains, which
moved with the support command convoy to COURTENAY) at VWIGC TAG by
C-130 airlift oommemnocing 300700K and olosing 301625H. 1st Bn, 2d Inf
was airlifted from PHUOC VIKH to VUNG TAU oommencing 30090CH and closing
301150H, at which time it oame under operational oontrol of 3d Brigide.
Battery C, 2d Bn, 13th Arty was airlifted from PHWU LOI to VU35 .7 by
C=130 to sugment 2d Bn, 33d Arty, which rad left Battary 3 i “.Janse
of the LAI XHF base camp. The drigedr arent the nigh® ot 0 ' L7
Air Base and prepared for introduaotion into the s~wa of opei.c. 0.3
31 March,

Division Artillery elements, conzisting of HiB Div Arty, Sth In,
6th Arty (=), an? Btxy A, Sth Bn, 27th Axty (A" 3¥) moved from the
II Pield Foroe steging area 300900H to an irtewn:’nte area at Y8 4357, .
from which to support 24 Bri.gade and the ocr.eoy o: /eacnt, These units
olosed at 30113QH and began 2isplaceme:t by ec:>ua to Artidlery Base
4 (Y3 415873 = Annex C) at JO1400H, Al: elementa ciosed inio Arty 2ese
4 Wy 3017308, o o c .

18{ Squadron, 4th Cavalry (minus Trocp A) previded oonvey escert
throughous the day without incident. TAC air end a-med helieoptere
covered all convay movesmts. The squadron closed inte Arty Dase {
3010008 nd provided swurity for that installatiom, .

4 S,
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D+1 (3! March 1966): 3107158 the 2d Brigade continued to attack -
toward the southwest with two btattalions abrecst, while 2d n, 1ith :
Inf continuad a8 brigade reserve and conducted intensive patrolliing -
around the (P area, At 31084!d a patrol from Co A, 2d Bn, 15th Inf ]
detained 8 V'S at Y3 365956; at 311300H the same patrol.dcgained 3 )
more VCS at YS 390986, 2d Batialion, 18th Infantry destroyed 750 '
pounds of bagged rioe at Y8 373949, and discovered a larze base oaap
300m by 350nm in siro at YS 375845, Tne oamp could accomodate 700 pere
sonnel snd ooneisted of over 100 bunkers, buildings, cnd connecting
trenches, J1 Chinese granades were destroyed and numcrous doousenss- . -
evacurteds, At 311540H Co C, 2d Bn, 16th Inf was helilifted in two
lifts to search the northwest portion of area NE:RASKA, fihs wnit
landed vic Y8 303360 and commenoced patrolling to the north, ¢o C
closed for the night at 3117308 vic Y8 300985, without oontact, 1at
Bn, 18th Inf closed for the night in three company nperimetera loocated ph e
in Objective NANCY, with Co A at YS 320914; Co B et YS 315918; wid : '
Co C at YS 323911, 24 Battclion, 18th Infantry slec occupied three .
oompany perimeters, Co A at Y8 360€81; Co B et YS 367847; and Co g
et IS 550666. .

34 Brigade conduoted airmobile ass~lté“Into three LZ's in aice
OREGON and moved its supportifg-hirti)lery and drigade CP inte the aree
by CH=47 helicopter, The L3's were prepared by TAC air, zeneral sup-
port artillexry, naval gunfire, and ammed helicopters prior to intopduoe -
tion of the infantxy battalionsg. 31Q005H the 18t Bn, 2d Inf corvienced 4
1ts ass.ult into LZ PORTLAND (Y8 3577 - Anpax C), olosing by 310500M
with negative contact, One battery, 24 Bn, 334 Arty was 1iftod by .
CH-47 into L2 PORTLAND atarting at 3708558 and was ready to fire by g
310930H, The first 1ift of 1t Dn, 16th Iaf landed et L2 PEIILETON 3
(YS 3571) 310948H. The battalion closed 311035H with nozative aontact, 5
311100H 24 Bn, 28th Inf began its assault into 2 8.AL%: (Y3 2745) and ]
closed ‘3111550 without VC contact, CU<4] siToraft cantinued to shuttle :
the brigade Tac CP and 2d Bn, 334 Arty to LS PORTLAKD, The CP was E
established at YS 351770 by 311230H, 4ll artillexry elements closed 3
5114303, All units oommenced search and dostroy operastioas in sone
dut made no oontast throughout the day., st Battalion, 2d Infontry
cssuned a defensive perimeter around the CP and artillery base; 1st
Dn, 16th Inf closed for the aight at Y3 320726; and.2d ‘B, 20th Inf
closed for the night at Y8 271755, During the day permission wes .
sought and odtained from III Coxpe ,to extend the area of cperations te
inolude the hill mass oontcined in Y3 2670 - Y8 3062 = Y8 3762 - Y8 4063
Y3 4070, This area was added to OREIDON and responsibility for it givem
to 34 Brigade, - . .

1st Squadron, 4th Cavalxry departed the Div Axty Base 3106554 to
retum to the BIEN HOA area to esoort Btxy A, 24 M, 32d Arty (175em
SP) to XUAN 10C (YT 4509) and the remainder of ‘the support coma.nd
vehicles to COURTENAY, 3107358 an M113 wes stxuck by a comaand dotone
ated mine at Y3 447977, The squadron elements resched II I7Y jiesi-
quarters 31091(H end started the rxetum trip J10930H, The -artillexy
battery was positioned at XUAN LOC 3111503 end the remaining venicles
procesded to COURTENAY slosing ot 31151GH,

ist Dettalion, RAR oonducted 5 p:utrols in ares QUERNSL.Y) while
securing the logistical basr mmd OP ane. Co C made the only contest
during the day at 3113008 vhen & patzcl engaged 3 WO vie T8 477907
with walmown results, At 3121108, 8th I, 6th
sounds withia their perimeter. mw.hummu.
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mortar being emplaced at YS 41 }861. Artiller,y wag called into the

area and the firing ceased. No damage or casualties resulted irom
the mortar fire,

D+2 (1 April 1966)s 24 Brigade oonticw.>d Operation ABIL < witl
1et and 24 Bns, 18th Inf pushing further wewt in their respactive
zones, 010835H Co C, 2da Bn, 18th Inf received 15 rounds of AV fire
from Y3 356665 as a unit searched toward that area, No casualties
resulted and a search of the area yielded negative results, Compgny
C, 2d Battalion, 16th Infantry departed its overnight position vic
Ys 300965 and searohed to the southeast, The unit reached a pickup
sone vic YS 322988 at 011200K and oommenoed extraction 011230H, closing
back into the brigade CP 031310H, 011407H Co A, 2d Bn, 18th Inr located
200M of trenches at YS 345657 and a base camp at Y3 341857 At 0314504
the saac unit discovered snother base ocamp ooantaining 18 burkors at
TS 340857, All appeared to be of reoent construction but were uroc-
cupied, 011437H Co A and recon platoon, 24 Bn, 16th Inf were Ci.. atched
to search the area vic YS 4193 from which a oonvoy had reoceive? ::ocoile
less rifle fire at 011355H. Recon piatoon made contaot with 3 - ., '3
at Y8 415935 with uninown results. Tha task force retumed to - 2 CP
area leaving one platoon behind as an ambush force, Co A while retumme
ing disoovered a fresh tunnel vomplex at Y3 352950, consisting of 175
meters of tunnels and trenches, O11435H Co C, 2d Bn, 18th Inf ueatruyed
a } ton trector and trailer at Y8 342670, By 0118008 brigade elermts
had olosed as followss 1st Bn, 18th Inf < Co A at Y3 264933; Oe B at
rsze9950; Go C at Y8 289923; 24 Bn;, 18th Inf « Co A at Y3 338663;

Co B at YS 340€70; Co C at Y8 346062 .

34 Brigade elemunts continued operations in sone at first ligit.
1st Battalion, 2d Infantry oonducted 5 ooabct patrols out from the CP
area,

1st Battalion, 16th Infentxy began searching to the west at first
light. Ko oontaot was made until 011600H when.Co 3 received 2 60mm
mortar rounds vio Y8 293715, 011640E the battalion started to receive
SA, AV, and mortar fire from Y8 267717, Artillery end air strikes
vere called and the enexmy fire ceased; 4 WIA were sustained dut nome
required evacuaiion. Cc's A and C seaiched tho area end found 7
destroyed huts, The battalion olosed. uth Co D at Y8 292710 and
- remaining elemente at Y8 279720,

24 n, 20th Inf searched north tm its ovemight po.itiau and
investigzated the extensive trails ani streams in the area of YS 2379 «
YS 2760, The b.ttmon bad no oontact during the day and oloeed.iy
the following agesss ' Co A at;YS.270808; Oo B end cosmand grow) et

12797935 Ge. ¢ mmmma A0d 530 R}ssgancat T8 26403,

o 14 #al LF

1ot aquulun. 4th anlw opoorud the 24 Brigsde t;uu frem
Hq II Peld Porce Viewidm to'the 'division dase at COURTENAY, fThe
esoort alsments departed Arty Base 4 OVCT700E and reached Hq JI Pield
Porce Vietnam 011130H. The retum trip started 0111458, 0113352 )
Tounds of recoilless rifle fire were received from Y8 438947, We
casualties or damage resulted, Pire vas retumed with .50 cal ll:,
90um cannon, and amed heliocopters, dut results were ualnewn,

st Rattalion, BAR, conducted intensive patrolling of the disisien
base ares dut mede ne oontast during the Aay. b

0112008 division FRAG Onlexr 3766 was Lssued t0.al) waits, detaile
ing the plan for displesencas of all clanmmts exsept 34 Brigade %o aew
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atoas of operation. 2d Brigade was directed to move to area TEXAS:
DAv Arty to move to vic BINH GIA (YS 4678); and the division log base
and CP to move to Log Base 1 at BINH BA (Y3 4474),

D+3 (2 April 1966)s The main’ actilﬂt;r.fof the day"ccnsisted of
the relooation of 2d Brigade, Div Arty).and' the dfvision base to tiie
southemn portions of the area of operations. The movement started at
0206J4H with the departure of Troop C, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry from
its position at .Arty Bese 4 (Y5 4187) 4o the 2d Brigade CP area to
escort HHC 2d Brigade, 1st Bn, Tth Arty-(-), and Btry B, 6th M,
6th Apty to new positions, 020700H ‘the.tank .elements of Troop A
deparied Arty Base 4 to rendezvous with,the PWLH Troop and Co B,
18t Bn, RAR at COURTENAY. .This task force departed COURTEN/Y 020745H -
and rehched BINH BA 020840H. . 020845E Co C, 1st Bn,: RAR was. lifted to
BINH B\ 020840H, 0208458 Co C, ist Bn, RAR was lifted to BLW BA and’
the area was reported secuted bty 020910H, . TR

Troop C and the 2d Brigade elements departed the old 2d Brigade
cP (Ys $62948) at 020745H and followed the Augtralian task forca souths
The two dbatteries of the Tth Artillery mo—ed directly to firing sosi= .
tions at YS 465476, closing O20940H, wnile the remaining elemenis T
stopped %emporarily at COURTENAY. After these elements had all cleared -
Route 2 (020930H), Troop B, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry commenced

escorting Hq Div Arty, 8th Bn, 6th Arty (=), end the 4th Cavalry y

trains to their rew base vic BINH GIA (YS 4637685), closing 021043H,
Troop B feplaced Troop C as security at the new artillery base allowing
Troop C to return to COURTENAY to eccort the division base to BINE BA,
At 021140H HHC, 1st Inf Div, Support Commend, 24 Brigade tr-ina, 3d
Brigade trains, and tho land tail of 18t Bn, RAR departed COURTENAY,
Companies A end D, ist Battalion,.RAR, Btry B, 8th Bn, 6th Arty, the
Kiwi (161st) Btry, and a amall division Tac CP remained, The Division
CP closed at COURTENAY aend opened at BINH BA (YS 435741) 021350H; all
elementis closed into BINH BA by 021600H, Txoop €, with attashed
Troop A tenks, then replaced Troop B at the Div Arty Base by 021610H,
whereupon Troop B returmed tc COURTENAY for the cemaining wheeled
elenonts, These units departed COURTENAY 021640H; Bixy B, 8th n,

6th Arty, oclosed div arty position 021715H, ocnd the Kiwi Btry closed
BINK BA 021730H, '« The two remaining compenies of the 1st Bn, RAR, were
heiilifted from COURTENAY to BINH BA and oloag_q_-_omeom.

After the establishment of the artillexy in temporary positisna,
24 Brigade began, its airmobile displacement, "Following TAC air and .
artillexry prepsratiohs, 16t Bn, 18th Inf conduoted an aizmobile . ;
assault on L2 TERRY (YS 530770 = Annex C), -No contact was made and
the battalion Yegen tb move southwest, with Co C remaining temporazil;”
to secura’ the LZ, 0211458 the battaliorn found & small base oamp at
Y2 550760 and killed one YC trying 3o eséape. 021620H the battalion .
sngaged 3 VO at Y8 551762 sustaining one WIA from an K-79 round, She
YC fled with no losses. vl !

021207TH the brigade Tac CP snd Btxy A, fet Bu, Tth Arty were .
1ifted by CH-47 to LZ TERRY, TAC air, arzqmy_, ‘and naval gunfire - .
battalion

_, pLily 145 & ,ond
d L2 T0d (Y3 .5 : Jaas 2d.Bn, 18th Inf), .
fﬁi.a'sa-ﬁ.w&s@i@ﬁ%ﬁmm‘ St somdtog

3 e . ¢ '
0212308 and olosing 021420H. Upon arrival the batfalion Begadd brigede
rapid reaction and CP:seourity force. -The wheeled elements of brigidy .. .
headquarters moved from COURTENAY with the division base elenmnts
closing 18 TERET 021400E; 1st Bn,. 7th Arty (=) digplaced by echelon

from its tempormy positicas to th new GP ‘axres and-oldeed 027500k
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021300K 2d Bn, 26th Inf, wes alerted‘ for attachment to 24 Brigade,
and to conduot an airmobile assault inte an L2 at YS 580780, with the
niession of blocking VYC escape to the south between YS 571691 and YS
710589, The attachment became effective 021430H and follcwing a TAC
air and artillexry preparation. The battalion closed on the LZ 021735
and deployed in blocking positions between ¥YS 570690.and YS 5817C1 - . ]
without VO oontact, Between 021800H and 021900H the 2d Brigade bate
talions closed in the¢ following locationss 2d Bn, 16th Inf « Cu A at .
YS 5677173 Co B at YS 5697193 Co € at YS 562720; 1st Bn, 16th Inf = Qp -
A at Y3 5537573 Co B at ¥S 5507503 Co C at YS 543750; 24 Ba, 16th Iaf - :
Co A at Y3 521770; Co B at YS 51777’“ and Co C at YS 525761,

. 3d Brigade oontinued to conduct search end destroy operationus in
1 the three battalion sectors. Com A, 18t Battalion, 28 Iniantry
- (reinforoed with one platoon of Co ) conduscted an airmobile assault 3
into L3 QUEEN (YS 365758) commencing 020800H, The unit closed on the
ground 020846H and deployed to blcck VC flesing the BINH FA arca to 5
the west, A patrol from Co B, 18t Pn, 2¢ Iuf mcde contact with wa E’

estimated VC squad at 020930H viec IS 359781, Tho patrol maint- 1ed
contact and at 021000H Co A was instructed to move noxth to ini.ept i
any VC attempting to flee in that drsection, 021300H Co A locwi:d a . 8

reginental sized supply point at YS 362768, The supply point hud been £
Tecently evaouated, . s

2d Battalion, 26th Infantry moved fidom previnus positions to a
pickup gone at Y8 2479 from which it was extracteds 1st Battalion,
16th Infantry continued pushing to the wost without incident, olosing
021730H with Co A at Y8 256707; Co B at Y§ 255,14; n.nd Ca_C_at, XS 26}691,
“ u"nunq X%

02’07451i th Ao 24 Bn 35d Arty_started movammt hl QH-.M hircm't
to & RF compound, at: ONG TRINE (YS 269669) from: 'u;ch it qould lupport '
1at Bn, 16th ;n,f, The..und 1,' closed 0208563 msd: fifo, ¥
¥ ‘ .' ' ) L8 *E' ': ‘.’ v, .f‘ eiam ‘." *’ K
m uttauon. m\l'mhim& zwn womdad 0205308 tm 8 dwl on m
COURTENAY aizstrip, G210008 the pilet of en QHs13 helicaptar ou,-m
the battalion compsndor way wounded by d fire fzom I8 4568%, by
he ‘sugaéeded 4n landing safely,’. The be. tcﬁon mdq nyeral oonuéta
while sequring the, BINH BA.aiziri g gn o VO (benw«
KIA) and oaptured twa 8A at Da{0edH m va 45174 62181nuumth X

od three Y0 ot aan-mg o B & 0
;ﬁd‘:eoontmr;.u d YS Hass “tt‘ 143 :-t\nme ih; &"v; KI? (sc) - :

B2 22 e i) hadd

o A - K5 e

Clsape et e bl Sted e

and " prig mamo m 0271500H 83 ynlchiw WOTO - §ngaged:- at,
8445945 Tepulting in m*w'm _W%;‘ :031 ?-M tigaged Tive W'
st Y8 426763 resulting in five W0, iou a9$ablished & peTie

t th mau 17 tohed aabush patpal
S S e S e et T

LI \ky . . O R N

the moming Co B, 24 Bn, 18th Inf conducted a patzvl south of the brz'-
¢ads OP area, 24 Battalion, 20tk Infantxy remained in blocking ,oei-

tions previously established and conducted small-unit patiole out fron
thet location, 0308248 Co C, ‘st Bn, 18th' Inf' engaged and kiiled one

VC at T8 554745 and recovered his weapon. 031120F intelligence sources
indicated the prasmce of & high-level VG headquarters wid u beitalion ,
sized foroe vic Y8 5271, A eteady stream of TAO air, artillexy, naval 3
gunfire, and arsed hmwmummﬂmdmﬁomtbmdmt ) '
the afternoom, end-HAI fires were placed in the ares during the aight.
osassoeu,ah.mhmm.mnmm ou-pnnsssm
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Did (3 April 1966). 0207158 2d m, 16th :n:. lnd st Dn, mh l’n.
J continued to attack to the southwest in their respective somes, lur:i-~
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oontaining 15 barracks and qlassroom buildings. The inatallation was

"destroyeds OX1400H Co C, 24 Bn, 16th Inf found & supply dump at Y3

567697 ocontaining 222 tons of rice, which was destroyed by dousing in
JP4 and burning, 031400H 24 Ba, 18th Inf was alerted to mive two com=
panies by helicoptexr to blooking positions vio YS 5168 to prevent the
suspected VC battalion from esceping during the night. The first 1ift
of Ce's A and C reached the L2 (Y3 515685) at 021645H, and comploted at
0317308, O031715H two VO fired at an armed helicopter team; fire was
returned killing both YO, Another fire team drew heavy AW fire 031730K
from Y3 502723, An air sttﬂgh was placed on the area and the firing
ceaaad, : v T

24 Battalion, 26th Infantry located numerous small camps, tunnels,
end storage areas along the SONG RAI River while patrolling out froa
its blooking positions between Y3 574690 and YS 5877084. A total of
three tons of rice and five strictures were destroyed during the deys

Between 031600 ‘and 031900F the 24 Brigads elements 9lused into
positions as followas .24 Ba, 16th Inf « 0o A at Y3 5666913 Co B at

" YS 5676883 Cé C.at YS. 5646903 1pt Bn, 18th Inf = Co A at Y5 5377403

Co B at Y3 54913 Co C (~) at ¥$ 552727, one platoon of Co C at
YS 5407273 24 Ba), 18th Inf = Co4 at Y8 502690; Co B at YS 520775
(brigade CP)jCé. C- at Y3 521680; recon platoon and command group at
YS 5226843 24 Bn) 26th Inf deployed slong a line betweun Y8 5769 and

-.__m 5971 ", o ©

3d Brigade ‘continued searcli and destroy operatio.® in ares -
OREGON with two infantry bettaljons. 18t Battalién, 2¢ Infantry con=
ducted three platoon size patrols from the brigade CP during the day.
0305098 Co B oonducted an airmobile assault into en LZ at Y3 377792,
following air and airtillexry preparationss The unit made no contact on
the LZ and commenoed seaych and destroy opcrations to the northe 0310318
a Co A patrol exchanged fire with a small W force at YS 355771, The
VC fled and the area was scarched. Many tunnels and foxholes wexe
found but no,. evidenos' of VO casuslties was apparent,

18t Battalion, 16th Infantzy completed its push west toward Route
15 during the day, - starting at Q30820H bty searching south from its overe
night position. .031120H the battalion redeived heavy SA fire from a
village at Y3:268669. Pire wus retumed with SA and mort.rs and geveral
explosions oocurred in houses that caught fire, At 031220H it was
determined that there were friendly oivilians and PF Troops in the
village, The battalion moved in§o the village to give medical aid te
six wounded oivilians and assist in extinguishing the fires that had
been starteds The battalion ramained in tnat area for the remainder
of the day, O031700H it was alerted for possidble commitment. to the
24 Brigede, The batialion established ovemight location as followas
Co A at Y8 276665s Co B at Y8 274661) and Co G at Y8 271663,

st Squadron, 4th Cavalry mainiained security positions around the
Div Arfy Base. One platoon of Txpg sjoorted an engineer work party
to a damaged bridge at Y3 435693, ggt Bigineer Battalion personnel
repaired tha bridge by OBOBBQ. 411 squadron elements closed by 0317554,

031030H a vehiocle from 8th My, 6th Axty, e on a water run,
aade & wrong turn onto Route 2 from the d_v ) base. I proceeded
noxrth to Y8 {62622 where it received 8A fire, killing the two person-
ne) on board, A mounted patrol from Troop.C, 1s¢ Squedron, 4th Cavalry
mmpowtoﬁom_udmmm} bodies and vehiele,
. 7 . .
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18t Battalion, RAR, oontinued patrolling area VICTORIA, Co A, in
conjanotion with ARVN and National Police, searched the villege of BINK i
BA and interrvgated 1200 villagexs, A patrol from Co B discovered : 3
350-1201bs bags of rice at YS 405730, 031115H. The rice was evacuated, 3

D+5 (4 April 1966)s The division continued Operstion ABILENG
with 2d Brigade conducting a detailed search of base camps and supply . &
caches discovered 3 Apxil, and 3d Brigade'displaoing to area KANSAS. .

2d Brigade searched the area where the large VC force had been
reported 3 April but without aignifioant VO oontact, At first lizht
2d Bn, 16th Inf displaced to ocoupy blocking positions bet.~en Vi
523663 and YS 550688, from which the battalion.sent emall unit patrols
to the north, The battalion found numgyous bage campe and deo troysd
over 3% tons of rice, SA ammunition, md migcellanecus suppliese The
battalion closed for the night with Co A 'at Y3 54';288| Co B at YS
55,‘067; a.nd Co C at YS 542670.. - .

24 Battalion, 18th Infantry (less Co B) ‘blocked between Y3 523663
and YS 492702 while sending patrols to the north and northeast, Patrole
during the day found several small base camps. .041545H Co C located an
ammunition cache at Y3 511676 and destroyed 150’ rounds of i ammo, 100
mortar fuzes and a machide gun barrel. The battalion made no further
contact and closed witii Co A at Y3 493698) Co B at YS 520775; Co C at
Y3 520680; and recon platoon with thn ccmmend group at 1S 522087.

2d Battalion, 28th Infantry blocked between YS 550668 and YS
575690 and sent patrols to the north to complete the destruction of
base camps found 3 April by 2d Bn; 16th Inf, Company C at 041140H,
while moving to the rice dache at YS 567697, engeged in a firefight
with an unknown number-of VC-at Y8 566688, 18t B, 18th Inf gontinued °
attacking sousthwest-along an axis between Y3 5675 and Y3 5271, Conpany
B found & base oamp.at Y3 357727 at 041210H and destroyed six hute cone
taining & PA set, printing préss; some rice, -and SA ammunition, At
041325H Co B -chaszed severel .VC into'a tunnel oomplex at YS 537727,
CS was used to fiush the VCi. In the ensuing firéfight one YC was killed,
one captured, and a Russian curbins recoveréd, O041830E the unit closed
into positions with Co A at YB 52)716| Co B ct YS 531724; lnd Co C at
S 526710,

041000H Troop B, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalty wae tttuhod to the
brigade and given the missior of blocking south and west of LOKRG TAN . T
villege between Y3 4668 to Y8 5265,  The troop olosed this area at '
041800H and established :l.tc CP at Tﬁ 485655. S )

3d Brigade reppsitionsd iat n;. 16th Iur. 2d By, 334 "vty (less “v'
attached Btry G, 24 Bn, 13th Arw). #nd the uyigade CP inio ares KANSAS,

14t Battalion, 16th Inf wam extrsoted to vio XUYEN up0 (Y5 6767) from

its pasitiona vio ¥8'2766, olosing XUVEN M0 04103081, The battalien

formed a perimetey fop tho defense of ‘the artillexy and CP, the CH~AT

1ift of which stavrted 0409158, Due to mechanidal fajlures and mm

action ‘the 1ift was not oompleted until O42030H, The drigede CP -

reopened at Y3 668675, . Oiw )H. - Ope CH=47 waa strigk by ground f n

at 0417308 while t }Moi ntnly in g}@'d? m‘

mu it remained cn :

m Battalion. 24 Intmtq mmotod tivo patrols from its base

utﬁ)SW&ﬂlolmmmﬁno{ﬁomﬂm
elements,
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Div urty elements aid 1st Sqdn, 4th Oav displaced by eohelon te :
the east to provide support for %4 Brigadcs These elements closed 4
into new positions vioc Y3 521773 at 041400H, §

Compeny A, 18t Battalion, RAR captured one VC at 040800H vio Y5
423712, The YO had an Ml rifle and was believed to be one that Co A
had engaged the previous night.

During the day permission was requested of the PHUOC TUY Province
Chief to extend the area of operations south from ¥YS 5365 to the ocean i
and from that point east along the coast to YS 5865, This rermission
was granted N41740H to take effect 050000H, end the area w.s unided to =
areas TEXAS and KANSAS,.

D+6 (5 April 1966)s No significant VC contact developed during "
the day, 2d Brigade complsiecd its search of the hill mase and jungle
area vie Y3- 5271, Commencing 051610H 1st Bn, 18tu Inf was extrzoted
by CH=47 and UH-1D airoraft to the brigade CP &t YS 520777, upon arrive..
it btecame brigade reserve,

2d Battalion, 16th Infantxy conducted patrols from their blocking
positions between YS 523683 and YS 550688+ During the day the battae
lion adjusted its poaitione to tho stream line between Y8 551663 and
YS 545675 At 051205H two 4 ton' tractors with treilers were oaptured
at Y3 540680, The trailers and 500 1bs of suger were destroyed snd the
tractors evacuated by CH-47., 051420H recon platoon engaged three W
at Y9 536677 killing one and capturing ome -carbine, The batialion
cloend 051800H with Co A nt YS 543672; Co B at YS 53660803 and Co C at
Y8 522679,

2d Battalion, 18th Infentry (=) conducted extensive patrolling
from its blocking positions between ¥YS 523683, 051545H recon platoon
found 20 tons of rice and a spare machine gun barrel at Y3 5156868, all
of which were destroyeds 051600K Co B was lifted from the brigcde CP
to Join the rest of the battalion, closing at YS 536680 by 051630H,
The remainder of the battalion closed intoc overnight positions by
051800H, with Co A at YS 510687; Co C at Y3 518667| and reoon platoon
with the oommand group at YS 515687,

2d Battelion, 26th Infantry received SA fire at 050814K froa an
estinated YO squad at Y3 568690, Pire was retumed and the VO fled,
050853H operational control of the battaliona reverted to 3d Nrigade.

Troop B continued its mission of blooking and screening the weat
and south of LONG TAN village, by establishing outposts cnd roving
patrols, The unit maintained positions dnnng the night along a lire
Y8 4668 ~ 4665 - 5265, ,

3d Brigsde relinquished ocontrol of 18t B, 2d Inf 050800H when
the battalion came under OPCON ist Infantxy Division., Upon retuming
to 34 Brigade control, 24 Bn, 28th Inf started, ngopw southedst frea
its position vio Y8 5767, No congagt wes rade’ during {he day. and at
051715H the battalion oldesd 1A3Q DAsitions West of ‘the byigade OP
with Co A at YR 597640; qo >} ma gaamand mup nt Y8 6516413 ond Co €
at YO 5016:00 1 H e ¥

~ %
.u,\.'_‘. (.lo.,\
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1st Battalion, 16th Intmtw oonducted & one company airmobile
assault in LZ ORANGE (YS 632616)s The company olosed in Shree lifts
by 051352H and began to search southeast towaxd the ocean, After the
landing of Co A naval gunfire preparstion of L3 GRSZX (YS 740650)
commencsd, and three 1lifts of UH=1D helicopters landed in the rear,
bt no troops were discharged, Empty C ration boxes weze thyow: fica
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the heliconters in an effort to deceive the VC into believing US forces
had passed through the area, Company A mede no contact during the day
end closed 051700 at YS 675564, The remainder of the battalion secured
the brigade CP, : .

1t Battalion, 2d Infantry (with Btxy ¢, 2d Bn, 13th Arty) rowaii.ed
in position vic YS 3575 and conduoted small unit patrolling to the
south and east with one minor contact.

18t Battaiion, RAR conduoted five platoon size patrols during the
day, looating a tntal of five base camps and 700 pounds of rice, 052130H
an ambush patrol from Co A made contact with four VC at ¥YS 426765 resule
ting in two possibie VC KIA, 052300R a Co C patrol engcged five VU at
YS 408736 killing ore and possibly killing two more VC,

D+7 (6 April 1966)s 7The 2d Brigade oontinued operations with
24 Bn, 16th Inf conducting a senrch to the sovuth and southwest with
three companies on line from Y3 515682 to YS 545675, The 24 1\1, 18th
In{ conducted a similex operation along a line from YS 490606 ‘0 YS
515684, These operations were oonducted in support of an LR =~ Csearch
and evacuation mission in the village of XA LONG TAN (YS 4835)s, Both
battalions were extiraoted by helicopters at 1620, Battalion base areas
were established by 2d Bn, 16th Inf vioinity YS 512678 and 2d Bn, 16th
Inf vioinity YS 508785, 1st Battalion, 18th Infontry remained in a
base area vicinity YS 520777 and conduoted saturation p-trols, Troop
B, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry remained under OPCON 2d Bde and continued
to occupy blooking positions scuth of XA LONG TAN (YS 4865) along &
1ine YS 4668 ~ YS 4665 = YS 5265, Enemy activity during the d-y was
limited to scattered small arms fire and ground fire against aircraft.
The only =xosption was an 82mm mortar and recoilless rifle attack
which started at 0245 against Co A, 2d Bn, 16th Inf at YS 543672,
Twenty-nine rounds of both types were received before the attack ended
at 0645, resulting in two US KIA and three WIA, Battery A, 18t Batte-
lion, Tth Artillery moved to position vioiniv YS 435702 *o support
2d Bn, 18th Inf in their attack to the.southwest snd retumed to YS
521773 upon completion of the nioniqp. e

3d Brigade continued operations with an a:lmobilo nuult by
Co C, 1st Bn, 16th Inf to the south, Naval gunfire began the preparse
tion of L2 B (Y8 625610) and wau followed by air, artillery and gunship
preparations, © Company.swept to the west and south and linkedeup
with A Company. 24 Battalion, 28th Infant ‘swept to the northeast
with negative contaot and closed into’ overnight position vicinity YS
631674, 1st Battalicn,16th Infentsy CP was located at YS 652572, .
A Battexy, 2d Battalion, 334 Artilloexy supported G Co, 1st Pn, 16th Iaf
and C Bixy, 2d Bn, 13th Arty departid area OREGON hy CH~47 and closed
into the brigade CP at 1130, ey

18t Battalion, 24 Infantxy (-) was o:nnotod from arva OREGOX ®
commenoing at 1112 from LZ viocinity YS 438741 to' Y8 443748. Q Company
stayed behind ct Y§ 350755 and A Compeny st tﬂ 373772. %o oondugt -
anbushes ugainst VO returning to the ares, A total. of - 42 heldoopter
sortien ‘wepa. tlom 59 ﬂvg p;mupmmnsglthnt tln Qntiro mmm
hqd thrgmg.:'- i ', ;\‘- oY : %

W) (7 Aprn 1966): 28 mnd. -md 24 m. 16th m by reu to
BINH BA (Y8 438740) to oonduct searches:of thp villages in that ares
on 8 Aprile 1et Battalion, 16th. Infantry and 24 Bn, 16th Inf reacined
in their base canps (Y3 520777 and YS 508785 respectively) aand oome
ducted saturation patxole and prepared for hhn opexaticns, JNe
mtmtumtmudou'll.ptuu St
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3d Brigade continued operations with an airmobile assoult dy
Co B, 18t Bn, 16th Inf into LZ C (YS 595605), swept to the south and
was extracted by air from LZ D (Y8 565593)s The remaining ocompanies
18t Bn, 16th Inf conducted search and destroy operations to the NE
from YS 638620, 2d Battalion, 28th Infantry oonducted looal securit}
operations without contact. Troop B, 1at Squadron, 4th Cavalxry came
under OPCON 3d Bde at 1535, X

Companies A and C, 1st Battalion, 2d Infantry oonducted ambush
p trols from their stay behind sites. ¢ Company ambushed 13 VC who
were returning to soavenge trash left in the area. Three VC were
killed (BC) and two others possibly killed. B Company conduc’ed
security operations in vioinity the battalion base camp.

1at Squadron, 4th Cavalxy elements continued security and recone
naissanoe missions,

1at Battalion, RAR continued to secure the diviaion CP with no
eignifioant contaot,

D+9 (8 April 1966) 24 Brigades At 0001, 2d Bn, 16th Inf moved
on foot with two companies from the division CP (YS 4474) to search
the villuges at YS 437690, YS 440690, and YS 470717 in conjunction
with ARVN personnel., 2d Battalion, 18th Infantxry sent two compcniea
by foot from the brigade base at Y3 520775 to surround a villeze at
YS 4679 for a similar secrch, During the search a total of five com~ °
firmed VC, 28 VO suspects, and three Lambrettasg were found. Two conme
panies from 18t Bn, 18th Inf moved to vioinity of the villege at YS
6181 to prepare for a search on 9 April, The remaining company secured
the engineer bridge work-site at 7S 533769, Troop B, 1st Squadron, 4th
Cavalyy was placed under OFCON of 24 Brigade at 1500, At 1500, brigade
CP, 2d Bn, 16th Inf (=) and 18t Bn, 7th Arty departed base area YS
520775 and moved by road to Y8 575778, 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry, .
one compeny 2d Bn, 16th Inf, and one battery ist Bn, Tth Arty remained
vioinity Y3 520775 in preparation for operations on 9 April,

3a Brigades At 0804 C Co, 1ot Bn, 16th Inf bagan & sweep eest and
north to vioinity Objeotive i tm 718704) and Objeotive 3 (Y8 715715)
with jeg. tive results. Companies A and B oonduoted search and destroy
operations vioinity Y8 690695 snd YS 660655 An AO spotted a Vietnanese
driving an oxoart who gave. the prearranged signal that VC were in ths
area, Arr-ngements hed been made with the district chief thet persone
nel leaving XUYEN MOC :(¥S'6568). wauld be wearing hets and when they
spotted VC in the axds or werw stopped at.a tax colleotion point, they
would remove the hat, B Company, 1at:Battalion,.16th Infantxy, con=
duoted platoon airmobile asssulis into the area and link-up vioinity

YS 563617. C Company searched Objectives 1 and 3 with negative reslts
sné remained at Y3 718704 fe : the night the battalion (<) remeined
ovemight vioinity Y8 6767. 24 Battalion, 26th Infantxy uniis ocnducted
rairols, Company A was txsnsported on the vehicles of Troop D, 1st
#iqdn, 4th Cav as thay moved to 24 Brigeade area. At Y8 612710, the oome
pany was seoretly Axopped off and moved t0 an assembly area vioinity

YS 630696 where thay remained for the night. Zattalior (=) remained
vioiai gy Y8 6666, b ©

13t Battalion, 24 Infantry, Coapenies-A-and O, which Bod ecoupied
stay dohind positicas teturned vo-3TMBA (W 4474)_,;;*»« further een-
teot, A e,
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Troop C, 18t Squadron, 4th Cavalry searched a village vicinity
Y3 460620 where 70 - 80 VC were reported; Twenty VCS were detained,

18t Battalion, RAR made oontact with § VC vicinity YS 455745
resulting in one VC WIA captured., One battalion patrol engaged seven
VC at YS 469749 and killed one (BC) and oaptured one small amm, Land
tail elements of the battalion conduoted a tactioal road merch from
BINH BA to BIEN HOA without incidents

. The division artillexy forward CP 2:ceived ten rounds of wortar
fire between 0406 and 0410 with negative casualties or damrgec, At
0730 A Btry, 1st B, Tth Arty closed the division artillexry CP,

D+10 (9 April 1966) 2d Brigade: Brigade CP, 1st Ban, 7th .rty ‘(=)
and one battexry of the 8th Bn, 6th Arty moved from YS 5777 to vicinity A
Y8 605824 without inoident, 1st Battalion, 18th Infentxry with attached 2
C Troop, 18t Sqdn, 4th Cav oconducted road olearing operations between o
YS 572774 and the new base area, The village at Y3 6161 was searched 2
and one company secured the bridge at YS 592769. At 1210, the battsliom
reverted to brigade rapid reaction force.s Troop B oaptured a VC at 73
606603 end A Company apprehended six VCS at YS 612824, 24 Battalionm,
16th Infantry conduoted an airmobile assawlt vicinity YS 582698,
Search and destroy operations were conduoted in an area bounded by
YS 531883 = Y3 687869 - Y8 610953 - YS 560950. 2d Battalion, 16th
Infantxy moved on foot to conduot search and destroy operations in ©
an area bounded by Y3 4826810 - Y8 5667685 = Y3 585600 = YS 5678359 = 1
YS 631883, with the major effort devoted to stream lines, Comperny B ~
located an abandoned small arms ammunition factory at Y3 575607, : ;
All 13 weapons were in poor oondition,

34 Brigadet C Company, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantxy departed - —Y E
overnight position and moved to search the erea vicinity Objeotive 2
(YS 705700)s A visit by the brigade comp.ader to XUYEN MOC (YS 6558)
revealed that two VUS apprehended on 8 April were identified by vil-
lagers as W tax colleotors, All clements returned to the battalion
CP vicinity Y3 6767 with negative oontact. - Company A, 24 Battalion,
26th Infantry continued to operate secretly in Area DONNA (YS 630780 - N
YS 660770 = Y8 6606860 - Y8 6206860)s They reported one VC killed
during the night and one weapon captured, The battalion (=) conducted
search and destroy operation southwost to the vioinity of the village
at YS 6363, A base oamp was discovered, by B Company contaoining many
foxholes, tunnels, and punji piis, The {unneir wwxddpsitayed, et
Battelion, 26th Infintry was aiy)ifted fyam Fiuil VINK by Cel30 aize
oraft to VUNG TAU and ocame under OFGAN 3d Brigads at 13}0. A Conmpany
conducted an airmobile assault into LZ BARK (Y8 716755) to secure the
L3 for the 1st Bn, 26th Inf (=) that was lifted in by CHe47 heliesptem,

st Battcion, 26th, Ig{m_ﬁg;g}gpﬂfgél’%* 1415y’ “Naval gunfire, cix,

aftil)exy; &nd qunshlpe pyepaied: the . Dozpanies B and G conducted
local paizols tq'the east and aocuth ‘hou without contact, Loca=
tions of the 1a% B, 26th Inf (=) for the might was YB 716755 and A
Compeny was loocated nt YB 696768, : )

1% Battalion, 24 Infantxy provided seourity for the logistics
ares at BINE 3 rvelieving 1at In, RAR effective 0700, Three YCS were
n .

apprehmded Ly 3 Corpeny at Y8 4

fet Battalion, RAR (=) nwumm_m 0700,
Renouts wexe 1ifted t¢ YUIG TAD Ly Ci={7 and to DI HOA Wy 0=130
adveraft,

. e
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18t Squadron, 4th Cavalrys FProm 0800 to 1700 € Troop provided :
convoy escort for 1st Bn, 26th Inf from VUNG TAU to BINH B. without E
incident, A heiioopter from D Troop orashed on take off at LU'N LOC ;
killing three and injuring six. L,

Div Arty Foxwards A Btry, 8th Bn, 6th Arty and 18t Bn, 5tu Arty - 3
(=) cloced new artillery bsse ares vicinity YS 602827 at 1145, C©
Battery, 1st Battalion, Tth Artillexy closed vioinity Y8 501899,

D+11 (10 April 1966) 2d Briggdel The brigade oontinued to ex- 4
perience isolated oontacts with smell W groups, It was becomin:
apparent thct local force units presently operating in the urea were
scattered and digorganised with little ocapability to mount effective
operations, 2d Battalion, 16th Infantzy continued eygressive cearch ef ]

strean lines to the northwest in gone (ocenter of mass Y8 550810),
st Battalion, 18th Infantxy ed at the brigade base area and e
conducted extensive patrols. 2d . Battalion, 16th Infantzy wmaintained
a battalion base with C Battexy, 1st Bn, 7Tth Arty at YS 583897, ¢© '
Coapany killed one (BC) and captyred a Wounded VO, Two weapons were
recovered and a TA312 telephone.' A Company engeged a W at I3 569924,
killed him and recovered an automatio weapon. B Troop, 18t Squadioen,
4th Cavalry, conducted mounted pebrcls along the road and treil north
of the brigade base aren, !

3d Brigades Extensive ocompany and platoon sise prtrols were
conduoted, Brigade CP remained at’'Y3S 670676. . 1st Battalion, 15th
Infentry oontinued extensive patrols end oonduoted two airmobile
asscwits, L2 LEE (YS 761680) was: susaulted by A Compeny following e v
preparation bty naval gunfire, crtjllery, and air. Search and desiroy b,
operations were conduoted in vicinity of the LZ and olosed back 20 the =
battalion base without ownteot. st Battalion, 26th Infantxy oonduocted
search nd destray operations noxth and northeast of the battalion o
base cemp area, Company C remairied in reserve, Company A, 24 Battslioa, ;-
26th Infentry, returned from their mission in area DONNA., The battalien

conduoted training in assault techniques using CH-47 helicopters with ~
laddere, 1

Tt Iattalin, 24 Infantrys 'lotuuou sontinved extensive patrolliag '
around the logistical base, \

1st Squadron, 4th Cavalrys Troop D deployed to PRU 10I from
XUAN xpc. closing 1930,

D+12 (11 April 1966) 2d Brigades The 2d Battalion, 16th Infentry
made what was t0 be the most significant conteoct of the operation,
Most of the day was spant with aggreasive patrolling by small unita,
At 1355, C Company engnged a platoon of YC at Y8 535655 The engage-
ment resulted in five YO KIA (BO), two U§ KIA and 12 US WIA, The W
attenpted to break oontact at 1525 and moved to the northwest, ©
Coapany pursucd, maintaining ocontpot and at 1525 halted to evacuate
crsualties, Although unknown at this time, the position selectod
wvas approxizately 100 to 200 neters from a battalion bdase camp. Dense
Jungle grewth restrioted visibility to 15 metexrs and prevented the come 2
pay from finding the YO instaliations, At 1735 the ocompany began 3
receiving heavy mortar fire, sutomatio weapons fire (incduding .50 eal b
MG), small arms fixe from all directions and fire and grenades froa 3
snipers in firing positions in trees. The ooupany held its position ‘
(Y8 535655) and successfully repulsed thres major atteapts by en es-
timated YO Dattalion to overxun the company. Artillexy fired 1086
rounds of artillery during the night of 11 « 12 April on defensive

conoentrations ond likely routes of V0 withdrswal, Flare ships were
wied t0 {lluninate the ares throughout the aight, It ves determined ‘
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that C Compeny had engaged D800 Battalion and killed 41 (B") and pos-
8ibly killed 50 additional VC, Company A, 2d Battalion, 15th Infantxy
and Co Iy 24 Bn, 18th Inf effected linkup with C Company at 0730 on 12 :
April, At 111900, D Company located a base camp at YS 520849 and engaged B
an unknown nwaber of VC, possibly killing two. 1st Battelioen, 18%h ine
fantry hezan extraotion by CH-47 helicopters at 0830 for return to BIiR
CATs» The lust element closed at 1200, 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry con=
tinued search and destroy opemtiox}n in gone, moving to the northwest,
18t Battalion, 26th Infantry oame under OPCON 2d Brigade at 0C00 upon
arrival at COURTENAY (YS 455915). ‘The battalion secured L2 at Y3 455925
for arrival of C Battery, 1st Bn, 7th Arty and HHC 24 Ba, 16ta Inf,
Upon completion, the battulion (=) moved north with two companies te
YS 502965, The remaining company acted as brigade rapid reaction force,

3d Frigades The brigcde oontinued to search out YC forces by
conducting an airmobile assault into Area HONTANA, The initi:l assauls ,
was coruiucted using Uli-1D helicopters after an air and artillery pre- - L,
paration of the LZ, After the LZ was secured, direct suppor: artillexy 5
and origcde CP moved into the area by CH-47's., The CP was locaied at
YS 675645, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry secured LZ vicinity ¥YS 673675
for axtxaotion of 2d Battalion, 33d Artillexry and bdrigade CPe it
1436 the first elements of the battalion assaulted Lz BUTTE (Y3 547912).
The battalion closed into the LZ at 1605 with negative oontact, After
resupply wes oompleted, B Company moved to dblocking position vicinity
YS 629908, Company C moved to blocking position vicinity Y8 652890, A
Company remained as reserve at LZ BUTTE with battalion CP, 1st Battee
lion, 25th Infentry moved bty UH=-1D from YS 718755 to LZ SImMIZr (IS
455915)¢ Upon arrival, the battalion wes placed under OPCO!N 2d Arie
gade, 2d Nattalion, 28th Infantry was lifted from YS 0649673 into L2
SALINA (YS 673845) following air and artillery preparations. The L3
was seoured for the arrival of brigade CP ond 24 Bn, 33d Artiy. Upom 2
olosure C Company occupied a dlocking position vieinity YS 6353857,

ist Dattalion, 24 Infuntrys Battalion romained under division
control and provided security for the logistics base. A B Compary
patrol made oontact with approximately 14 VC in foriified positions
which were assaulted and overrun, There was evidence that poscibly
four YC vere KIA, Friendly lnssce were three KIA and three WIA,

18t Squadron, 4th Cavaliry: Troop B resained attached 2d Brizade,
Troop C provided eeourity for local VN officisls to relocate villagers
from YS 610820 to BA RIA (Y8 376607)e

D+13 (12 April 1966) 2d Brigedes At 0001 B Company, 2d Battalioen,
16th Infantry, battalion command group and B Compoany, 24 Ba, 18i: Inf
were movang to link up with C Company, 24 Bn, 16th Inf, The link up
was made nt 0730, Medice and a team of engineers were airlilted to the
area by Cile47 and desocerded ladders through the jungle cenony. 'ngie
neern out an L2 and the first evacuation helicopter landed at 1100
acurs, Ny 1300 all elements of C Compuny had been evacuatci, C Cone=
peny, 1st Battalion, 2d Infantxy was reinforoed with & recomneisc:nce
element ~nd placed under OPCON 24 Brigode, Upon ceapietion of tue
evacuation, the link up elements swept northeast, vwithout further con-
taot, 24 Battalion, 10th Infantxy oontinued loceiised patrole vicinity
T3 500090 with negative contact. 1st Battalion, 26th Infantxy, moved
south rlony Highway 2 and established blocking positions between 8
4608 and Y3 4683 to prevent VO moveamt out of the arec te the west.

C Compeny, 1st Battalion, M Infantxy joir.ed ihe battalien and e.:tended
the block south te Y8 4779.
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3d Brigades B Comprny, (YS 628912) and C Company (¥YS 652692)
18t Bn, 16th Inf moved {rom their overnight positions with B Company

sweeping southwest clong a stream and C Company searchin;; to the northe

eant along & trails A Company patrolled around the battalion CP and
acted as reserve. At 1100 hours, B Company returned to the battalion
CP and the battalicn (~) oonducted search and destroy oper:tions to
the east with A oompany in the leed, followed by battalion CP cnd 3
Companys All battalion units moved to overnigiat positions vieinity
Y8 704942, 24 Battalion, 26th.Infentry continued to secure brigade C?
and artillery bass and remained in raserve to essist 1st Bn, 16th Inf

if necessary. lLocal sweeps and .patxole weye conducted without coat>cte

At 0925, the battalion was placed on 50 minuté' alert for possible com-
mitment to the 2d Brigade area., The battalion vlosed for the night
vicinity 3d Brigade CP (Y8 675845)e . . .

1st Battalion, 2d Infantry oontinued to provide security for tae
logie ios base by extensive patrolling and establishing amburhes, Twe
VC were discovered trying to mine the road at Y8 461630 and one was
killed in the ensuing firefight, At 0517, aix YC were sighted moving
south ::t YS 455650, They were token undor fire resulting i five W

XIA (BC) and two weapons <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>