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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICK OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.G. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO
AGAM-P (M) (27 Apr 67) PGR OT 4 May 1967

Operational Report -~ Lessons Learned, Operation Attleboro, 2D Brigede i

Operation Attleboro. Operation Attleboro was conducted by the 2D Brigade !

0 SUBJECT:
| 25th Infentry Division 1-25 November 1966
i TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION
0‘5 1. TForwarded as inclosure is a Combat After Action Report for

25th Infantry Division during the period 1-25 November 1966, Information
contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate benefits in
the future from lessons learned during current operations, and may be
adapted for use in developing training material.
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M — CONFIDENTIAL

&, Adr Suppirt:

(1) General: Both tactical fightes bombers ami heavy
basbers wers used to support the operstion. A total of 209 preplanned
aisaions ware usdl throughout the area of operetion, five of thess
baing flom Yy VAP, Twenty-four immediste striles were deliverwd with
an averags reaction time of 20 mimutes after the recuests were submitted,
Preplamed, as well as insediste strikes, were accurate and affective.

(2) ALl airetrikes wers comtrolled by FAC's assigned to
the 25th Infantry Division,

(3) Results: 3 IBA (BC), &2 XBA (Poss), 33 ctructures
destrayed, 3 structures damagod, 12 bunkare d » & secordary
laplodmw ‘-'umuhry fires, 4 tunnels destroped, 1 cache destroyed,

be Army Avistion:
(1) Supperting Aviation Units.

8c 25th Awvn Bn
A Co
B Co

b, 1ith Ava n
11&h A Co (L)
147¢h Avn Co (Med
178th Awn Co

¢, 13th Awn Bn
175th Awva Co (1%)

ds ﬂﬂ Avn Bn
117th Ava Co (It)

e, 1A5th Avn Bn
68th Avn Co ?t.
Tist Awvn Co (It
118th Aw Co (It)

(2) Adrmobile swpport included resupplys gunshipe,

simobils combat aseaulis, and airlift of artillery vehicles, ani
mqﬂpm;;ﬁ%ﬂ-h?»rﬁsmﬂh“omm.mm

7 (3) The 24 Bde, 25th Infartry Division, provided OH-23
belicopters for cosmand amd control, daily recommaissance, artillery fire
adjustment, and 1iaison,

¢, Arxtillexy Support:

(1) Generel: The .28 tapsive ares of operation necessitated

wide of firing batteries and frequent relooation of fire
e ot ae a1 s Lo thm o ik i oy
basss ware mutually supporting, h-ateﬂunaﬂxw'-mmtd
amxd a counter mortar play established for sach fire support base
(2) Organisatien for Combit
1/8 Arty D6 2m Bae
u":’%mngw' ggl-lw-w“
. o,
3 Bey B) 33 Arey sttachad 178 Arey Nov)

(@)
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CONFIDENTIAL

. mltion of Bri.terder

(u) nat.tm A, 18t Bn, Bth Art2llery movud to DAY TIENG
{XT995474) On 1 Nowvamber with the mission to reinforee the fires of 3rd Bn,
f2m Artillery, C(m A November it beocams attached to the 3d In, 82nd Artinu-y
and on 5 Novesber was further sttached to ghe st Infuntry Div Arty mimm
in operation ATTLEBORC, Battey A re th!ntnn,nhm:ml Novembas
shen it was alylifted from DAU TIENG to TRAI EI (XT113704). When the 2md Brigade
operstion commenced on 12 November, Battery A was positioned at (XT273785) and
remained in that losation until 24 Novembe. when §t wus airlifted to TAY NINH.
on 25 Novew™er; Battery A retwurned to base comp with the et Bn, 8th Arty.

. (b) Battaty B, Ist Bn, 6th Arty moved to BAO TAM

¥ {X72768) on 15 November to support the opsration. That afterncon it was

& . afrlifted to (XT260860) ami ywmained in that loostion untill 25 November 1966,
n 25 Novembar Babtery B was airlifted to TAY NINH and was attached to the
31d Bn, 82md Arty.

(o) Battery C, ist Bn, Gth Arty began the operetiom ab
. (L727790) locsted in Brigade Pire Support Base 1o JE remained thare umtil
a1 November, Battery C ws . extracted to TAY NINH ard retummed to CU CHl
tase camp on 25 November 66.

N (d) Battery A, 2rd Bn, 13th Arty began operetion

i ATPIEBORO moder battalion control ou 5 November when it moved to ST DA
(I17342352) fyom TAY NINH. At 052400 November it was sttached to the 1st

Inf Div Arty. On 15 November Batte:y A wvas moved to Firs Support Base 2

aumamnmmnaammnnamlmu

TAY NINH base ommp axd returned to battelion oomtrol.

(e) uemA,zmuuuu,mAmu becane
attached to the ist. i, 8th Artillery on 22 November when it was airlifted
into Fire Swm Base 1 (mm)..:t wia detached on 2l Nov.mber when
it wr alriifted to SII D

RESCTRY

() Bd-tewk 3xd Bn, 13th Artillery was attached to
the battalion for oparation AT ummw5m19669 It was detached
froa the Tst Bn, 8h Arty ami attached to the 1st Infantry Div Axty at
Q52400 November,

e AR -2 SN, LN W R P iR I

£

(4) Artfllery fire was used primarily fors

i:; Suppression of suiper fire

Softaning aress in front of adwancing infant.
clements. i

0] um:numtmunmmmvm
Cong a8 to intended or possibie landing scawe

{d) Joosting unite on the givaml during the hours

iOi R&JI Pires,
f] landing some preparetion and supprassive fires

of dapimesa,

durdrng extreciions,
() Total miseions and rounds fired by Type:

(s) Niseicms, 23 tlones
Ha&Ive; m.woh,mg“’ Reglstratione; L17 Support; 3,660

(b) Ammnition L
24,184 total roumta Expendea: 23,520 HE; 655 WP 9 JLL;

(o) Results, 39 KIA (BC), 17 KIA (Poss).

o)
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(6) PMre Ceoxrdimation
Daily occordimation meetings emabled TAC Adr, Army
support

{
Aviation, apd uuu-;)t.o deliver timaly and effestive fire
out the opwrstion.

(b) Closely coordinated flight oorridors allowed uminter-
ypted aly, artille:y, and axmed elicopter fire diring aitmcbile operstioms.
(s) Fire support ccordimtion during this opsretion was
ontstanding,
8, INMELLIORNCE
s Enwmy sitwstion prior to the operstion,

(1) The captwre of large quanities of food -
ﬁe(ﬂ’lj‘)thﬁ.l%M”M”—JtMi and sub-
sequert heavy ocebtact with VC foroes of the 9th VO Division from 3«5 Nov 196t

inftigt.el the pwreuit operetion by the Ist Inf Div, and 2nd Bde, 25%h Inf Div.

(2) Por the first time in several months, the V¢
slected to dufend against US Foroes, amd results of fisros cootact laft an
estinsted 1,000 VC KIA 4a TAY NIMH Pirovinos.

) enoe reports from dooussnts and ocaptured
VO indioated that comtact was with battalions of the 271, 272, aed 273
mamuhnmmm,umutu 101st NVA Regt, and thet the VC
would probs bly withdrew to Safe haven aress in WAR Z0ME C,

{4) Intelligencs sources reported the 271st
vic (IT5062), the 2%nc Regt vis amm, the 2732 Regt vie umﬁ)?ﬁ

b, Zommy situation dmring operstiocn,
(1) During the period 10-25 Nov, VC activity in the

Bde ares ware limited to sporedic fire and mine inciden's. On only two
oocaxions the VC irndicsted sn attempt to defemd by fire from bunkers amd trenches,

(a)cmw“bmmmmm”x

Nor (T20755) 1t rioe, 14 baml grensdes,
240 1bs cenned foods.

128y  (XWTI?) 20 toms rios in beavily booty
treapped ares.

Z2Bov  (IT302785) 13 toms rdoe in shed 30 X 80 1t

)
CONFIDENTIAL




He Mkt pemie e 8 4 Aok et

L L)) $9NF“2-EO " in tin following areasy

11 Nov (XT2680) 22 .08 rioe, 1 rice
!.uamnhom
updmu&t‘uu.

17-18 Nov (XT2800) 2 claseroms, 3 huts, 3 bunkers.

at dov (XT3,9930) Base vamp large encigh for 200~
AOO c,-m.-h-—- latrice,
fresh food n-rm..m
n-nlt,imlhp-u.uﬂ')
hand gremdes,

(3) During the course of the oparation; mmarous documertas
wptwed were idantified with the 0th Regt, COSVN, a medical ami transportation
vompAny of the 27ist Regt, %th VO Dvision,

(b) Trafficabdlity; sarrain, and westher raport.
See Annex A

9. Nisaion: 2d Bde condusts recornaiysance in foroe in
no:tlesn TAY NINH Provinos oammencing 100600 Now 66 to looste and destyroy
VC forows, suppliss and bede camps,

10, Concspt of operationt 2 Bde Task Foroe, with two Mech,
ail 3 Inf Ma's conducted search and destruy, airmmobils, and ground asssults,
oabet patrols and mechanized reccmaissance in foros operaticns in WAR ZONE C
to locate and destyoy VC foroes, ba:e camps, aml swpply bases, The pmmetration
of AR ZQN_ C wan sooouplished by use of a sexdes of fire support btases positionsd
alyg the axis of advasos. Thees bases were astablished aml *dried upf' a8 mMOVe..

sxatusive foot patrols, MNaximm use was made of closs alr support, B-52 strikes
amd tillery fires,

8o 10 Nowe1), Now: The 2d Bde Task Force established an
initil fire support base at the former FRENCH FORT (XT2068) on 10 Nov, Sx Seasive
searci and destroy and aimobils o arations were bondusted to establish contact
wvith s.asents of the Sth V¢ Division,

‘ b 15-25 Nov: The 2d Bde Task Foroe comusted recornmissance
4n foro: along axis RJ (XP271771 )—=KATUN (XT273960)=0J (XT273960) to looate
VC base caxps, probe/test eneny defenses, check crcssing sites oo the Casbodian
\mﬂenﬂhﬂpvc forows off balanoe.

(1) Marmavers nd-rr, ulth two mechanised ami three

infuntyy attalions, conducted recsamaissance in foros TL 4 arxd RN 246,
wmwmwm-wmmmamam 15m)urur1unng
of 2/27 It and two arty bbxys, 1/5 (M) t. m«m

operetiom in AD ummmwzmm,:/s 90)
for alrlaning of 1/27 Inf and two additicoml u-tyu.m (16 uu).

(2) Fire Suppo™t Bases:

FRENCH PORT 2868
rsB 1 (xT2778
FSB 2

Fsb 3 (XTI390
Psh @ {xri876

(3) Firem Indu-unofh-ﬁzutﬂ.hn,'ncm. !
ammed helicoptir, and arty throughout the operstion, Arty and TAC Alr prepe
ware used on r&am,xzummtmur-tmmmum

LA

(5)
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dst B Qiech) Sth InCwhzy

hamdnﬂWhtblMN&Mﬁl 0 bre.

blmuqucn ot 0750 Mo m.
Co B looated aml de'lh&-mzsfﬁ)ud\u 579h) at
1300 hye, Co C destroyed 12 CBU bamde at (XT230772). Oo A returned
at 1630 hre. h()M.mmmutﬂt.

sk B 27th InOamry
Bn was airlifted to ) at OBI7 hre, 850 opmwiions
yesulted in 20 tons of rice destroyed TTTe At 1650 hre, & ombat base
wed established at (XTI0R?73).
404 Du. 27%h Inpaptry

Bn was alrlifted Lrto FREHCH PORT st 000 hra, Defensive
positions wers prepered and prepirstions msde for future opsretices,

1
-

15681) t amwm Asmu-o::mu'mqawoon
{XT372681). A fwd combat base vas setabliahed &t (KTYI36T7).

DNy 66
20 Dds Nl combet Dese is lossted et FREWDN FORT.

ig

Bn conducted "Cloworlest® operstiions fyam the Bu sombeb bese

Cm'lsm). Anosomoum-uvcmsamwnnm
m(ru-z. A1l elanmmts were extracted axmd closed imto 1/5 ()

M m) & 1620 hre,

2n0 Da, 3Tth laledsy

Bn Comdnsted patrols and defemied ssoter of 2d Bde fwd ocibatb

3 I, Ve8h Ity

anmd-&gtm fram Bu Hwd combat bewe
(xr316681), Rxtractiom of all untts $o otabst bawe was oowpleted at 1200 hrs,

ShJoy 66
2 Bde forward combat base is located at FRENCH FORT,

ot Bp Giech), Jtb Infugtgy

mmy;:mmm o ”&&*’fm“’“"““”ﬂm
xr2é3et X A

5135'127; WM 1 o {ngndmud. hléln'lm'ﬁ;jtm).
0950 ta's Co 0 foumnd 300 rds of twenty tom

rice weve destroyed st 1040 hre Sre (£T25587) An &tmu:om-mm
an AT Mine yesulting in 2 WIi ul &x tensive damage to wehidle,

n
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It Ino 7h Jafwtxy

o eonducted * emd northeast

CLOVERIERAM™ opsrations east of 788 2,
At 1600 ye, Oo A engaged 3 VO (XT39781) with SA and arty resuliing in 1 VO
) KA (BC) ani ono SIG ceptured, ALl elsmsuls closed ¥SB 2 ot 1740 k.

2.1n, ZT¢h Jufatsy
Bn continued agpreseive ombat patrolling and defense of 2d bde fwd
oombal buae,

3L, 16th Intptry
Ba oonducted night casbat patrols fiom Bde fwd combat base,

A

23 5 (Mech), 220 Infagtry

Attached effective 141200 Nov, Bn completed movement from
GO DA HA to SOUT DA (XT335575) at 1801 lue,

15 ¥ov 66
Bde Tac CP »as airlifted to FSB 2,
]
e e R
Ba moved fram FSB 1 to 2 to secure IZ for Bde CP, A biry,
2/13 Arty, B Biry, 1/8 Axty, amd Infantry

st Bn, 27th Infaptyy
fin remained ot FSB 1 to coitinue recomaissancs patrelling,

ol L Tl Lt S

24 Bn, Z7th Infaptry
™ was airlifted into FSB 2, All elaments clossd at 1320 hyw,
24 B0, 1ith Jotadyy
M remsined st fomer cosbet base (XT274685) to eandust reconniissance
patrolling and to secure Btry 3/13 Arty.

z
!
”
3
:
!
&
d
:
2

2d Bde CP 1is located at FSB 2. LRRP engaged 2 VC at 1640 hre
(.T27494.2) and(XT274,905) resulting in 2 V¢ KIA (BC).

dat_bo (ech), Sth Infontry

Bn conducted recoun ssancé pat. 3,000 astors fram FSB 2,
At 0504 hre, Co G destroyed 12 burkers, (XT283864). Reoon platoon oanduct.d
reconnaisssnce for routs trafficability from FSB 2

probable routes
All elments closed into FSB 2 at 1600 hrs.

a5t Do, 27th Infaskry
Bn oonducted petrolliug from FSB 1 and secured er
of /22 (M). perinet

20d Boe_27th Infertry

Bn conducted reconnalssance patzolling from FSB 2 with negative
| e CONFIDENTIAL
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2pd_Png Uith Jntepkry

Bn conducted partolling and secured A btry 3/13 Arty at (aT274685). At
1230 hrs Co B engaged an estimated VC squad resulting in 1 Vi KIA (BC) (AT28%684).

203 Bo (Mech), 220d Infarkry
A1l elments closed FSB 1 at 1225 his,

A2 Nev 66
2nd bde CP 1s locatod at FSB 2.

' Ast [p (Mech), Sth Infankry

Bn (<) conducted route recomnaissanco operdtions northeas: of FSB 2
to (aT279962). Co C conducted local S&D operations. 29 VG il wiplacemerts
. were destroyed By Co C (3T2858L1) At 1046 hrs, recon plat destroyed 3 VC
structures, 3 bunkers, ani 1 large classroom {X1285897). st 1105 hrs,
& WIA were sustained when the unit came under VC cortar fira (XT255897).
All elements returnsd t.o PSB 2 at 1700 hrs.

*-%W' o

1t fp, 27th Infeniry
Bn conducted reconnalssance patrolling vicinity of Fst 1 with negitive
contact,
And_bn, 27th Iafagbry

FATA R AR Sy ~OR B A o BT

In conductsd reconnalssance patrolling west of FSB 2 t¢ (AT265654)
with negative contact,

&od Jin, 2ith Iotamxy

Bn moved by convoy and alrlift to Tay Minh baee canp to remain on stamiby
alert for 2nd bBde,

o on
in conducted reconnalesance in forve opns to north and wwt of FSB 1
to (XT2277) and (X72782). Co B at 1220 hrs engaged Z \C (X125.789) resulting

in 1\C WA, 1 540, 5 magasines, amd inlescellanecus documsents ¢iptured, All
elements closed FSD 1 at 1625 hre.

18 Novw
2nd Ede CP is locatea at FS8H 2,

1ot
(In {verlay far Hov)

En comsencod an attach at 0700 hrs to seise FSE 3, Co C,
at O%45 ‘s, fownd snd destroyed a classroom ami trench system with Tighting
positions (AT282893)s At 1020 hrs Co I engaged &n unkmown numbsr of \C
resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC) and 3 US WIA (:T278508). Co B also found
probective mask and 1 first aid packet in the wea of cantact, Ln caled
for vhe might at (a1275625).
=& Png 27Vh Infenkry
Bn was airlifted to Fib 2 at 0900 hrs., All sleanenis closed
P56 2 st 140 hrs.
2od B, 27%h Inferkry
Bn dufendsu Full 2, Co A rezsined on a 30 min stand by alert and the
bnona 1 b alert,
20d_om, th Infargy

bn resainea at Tay Hinh base camp on siard by alert for 2nd bde. 1

CONFIDENTIAL
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Zd Bo Qledh)a 220 10 tax

Bn oontimued to oonduct recomnaiscancs patrolling viainity Psil 1. Co B
engaged an estimated 10 VC (1T257803) at 1343 hrs rusulting in 2 US WIA.

29 Nov 66
2id Bde CP remsaned at FSB 2.

X th-
I ure for <2 Nov)

The Bn comonced opns at 0755 hre, moving with all cliements toward
obJ vic (XT274962): The move progressed without comtact until 1311 hrs,
At thie time, Co A ongaged a VC forcs of unknown size (XT274,956) resulting
in 4 VC KIA (BG), 2 BAR's and 2 chicam assault rifles were captured, Co A
sustained 3 WiA's. At 1350 hrs Co A endaged 2 more \C (AT274956) resulting
in 2 VC KIA (BC) snd 1 60mm soitar captured, At 1615 hra the Ba CP was ostablished
& (XT274962). Co C captyred 2 \C5 (AT27796L) at 1430 hrs.

&xd_Bn, 14th Infegtry

The Bn continued on one howr alert at Tay Hinh base camp until 1626 hrs
when the Bn wvas airlifted to FSB 1,

(-]
Inclosure eriay for 19«20 Nov)

Bn commenced a svarch of (XT225815) with Co A and Co C at 0746 hrs,
At 1045 hrs Co C loasted a booby trapped bunker~twnnsl conplax at (AT9RLEL).
At 1045 three WIA were suetalned during a ssarch of the tunnel when a boohy
trap was dotonated, Ancther tunnsl was located by Co C contaimiing 16 K-79 rds
(AT2R9604) . At 1200 hrs, Co C discovercd a cache (AT229811) contaiming SA ammo
hand grenddss, one haxemage £ifle, 300 lbs of rice, ome pair of tinoculars, and
niscellanscus documents, At 1215 Co A and Co C engaged an ostimated \C platoon
ab (AT216304) and (X1228811). s the wnits deployed sgainst the VC, slx air
strikes were diractec ujon the enemy. At 1555 hrs at (47227813) Co A located
5 huts and 2 \C bodies, At 1625 hrs Co A found 2 aiditional VC bodies,
(1T227813) and destroyed one VC structure, At 1730 hrs Co A located miscell~
anisous docunents (XT<27813)« ALl unitse returned to the combat base camp
establishod at (AT274%62).

gt bn, 27th Infgrbcy
The Ln conuucted patrolling vic FSB 2 ot 1125 hms a patpol from Co C

locatéd abd destroyed s bunkor and 2 foxholes (.T283854 All slaments
clossd 1nbo +SB 2 ot 1655 hrs.

Zod L, 27bh Infutry

The Bn conducted ratrolling vic PSB 2. ALl patrolls reported negative
contact throushout the day,

2 M %
2nd Bac CP remained at FSB 2,

riay for li=i<2 Now)

Ba conducted reconnalssance in force to FSB 3 commencing at 0900 hrs.
ALl elasmmte closed PLE 7 Yy 1450 hrs.

Ast_En.. Z0¥h Infugtsy

Bn contimod to defend FSB 2 and iwprove defensive positions, bn was
on 30 min stani by alsrt for 2/14 Inf and 2-2% (M) opom.

204D, gTvh Iatantyy

Bn continuod to defens £5B 2, Patodl fram Co C destroyed A VC
structure and French 2adio transmitter (AT274879) at 1120 hrs.

CONFIDENTIAL (o
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204 Doy 140 Tngucy

Bn conducted an almobile canbat assualt into (iT210800) commencing at
0945 hree Two VC were engagud with Arty at 1130 hre resuliing im 2 VC KIA (poas),
At 1400 hrs Co B engagsd an uninown number of VC (AT206812) resulting in
4 US WIA and 1 US KIA, An immediate search of a bunker wa: conducted resulting
in 1 vC KIA (BC) and 2 VC KIA (poss). extraction to FSB 1 was campletod at

%gnﬂ&ﬂm &"% ﬁor ﬁm .'{0')

Ba cammoenced an uttack on obj (.TZ30830) at 0741 hrs, At 1700 hrs
3 VC wore engaged by Co B resulting in 1 VC KIA (poss) and cne automatic
rifle captured. All elememts returned to FuB 1.

21 Nov
2rd Bde CP 1s located at FuB 2,

1
ure or for 18-i. Nov)

Bn conducted local sccurity ami reconnalesance opsraticns vio
PSB 3 vith Co A and Co C, Co E secured FSB 3, At 1318 hre, Co A losated
a \VC base camp, 2 AT mines, and 2 CBU's (XT329919). At 1413 hrs onme APC
was bit by un AT rd resulting in 2 WIA, (iT329907). At 1535 hrs, Co C
located 2 bunkers (XTIAS904) comtaining 9 clicom hand gronades, 500 lbe
of rice, 100 1bs of peas, and loo 1ts of salt. A:il elanents closed base
caap at 1755 hrs,

1st _En, 2%th Infantyy

Bn conductod an airmoblle combst assualt imto (it273937) in response
to a special intelligonce report, Co A attacked obj (AT2629%6). Co C socured
the 13, No contact was made and the Ln camenced extraction at 1531 hrs to
88 2 cloeing at 1430 hrs,
2l Pu, 27th Infaptry
Bn conducted local patrols ‘ic FSB 2 throughout the day with
nagative comtact,
20 Dp J4tb Infortry

BEn conducted an almobile assault into (T275955) to sosure an arty .
fire support base for 1/5 (M) opas. Btry C 1/8 Arty was moved into position
& 0830 hrs. By 1500 hrs, the Arty btry had boen extracted back to FSB 3.
At 1520 hrs, the bn had comploted extraction to FoB 2, By 1800 hrs, the Ln
had returncd to Tay Minh base camp where it went om a ons hour stand by alert.

2xd En (Moch), 23pd Infaptyy

Bn conducted pagtrols vic FSB 1, commencing at 1050 hre, with
negative contact,

22 Nov 66
2nd Bde CP 1s lodatoa at FSB 2,

Agt By Otech), Sth Infantpy
(Inclosure 9-Overlay for 13-22 Nov)

Ba eamabncud reconnsiseance in fowoo fram FSH 3 southwest to (iT329
0800 hxe. At 1045 hrs, Co C sustained 1 AIA from ehdper fire (XT7358938).
11 amms ami arty were returned with unknown results, At 1150 hrs, an APC

Co A dotcnatod an AT mine resulting in 4 WIA and moderate vehicle damege.
found 3 bunkors(AT353938) with wires leading to 1=-20 1b bomb anmd 1 arty
a txeo, All olamients closed KB 3 at 1525 hrs.

Jat_Bp, 27th Jufeptry
Ba scoured FEB 2 and conducted security pet

rolling,
CONFIDENTIAL
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200 B 27th JnCoptey

Bn conducted an almmobile assault into (XT368856) &t O84S hrs,
Co C destroyed 900 1ba of rice (XT365956) at 103! hrs. Recon plat pa-
trolled south of FSB 2 with negative contact. All elsments returnsd to
FSB 2 prior to 1800 hre,

2pd_Bn, JAth Infamtrx
En remained on dhand by alort & Tay Binh base camp.

20d Bn (Meoh) , 28p9 Infantyy

Bn conducrted raconnalesance patrolling wic FSB 1 commencing at 0828 hre,
At 1225 hrs, Co A sustained 1 KIA and 5 WIA from two Claymore Mines, At 1435
hrs, Co B engaged 3 VC resulting in L VC KIA (BC) and 1 chicon SMG captured,
A1l unite closed into FSB 1 at 1715 hrs,

23 Jiow 66

and Bde CP remained st FSB 2,

AV 0733 hrs, Bn camenced o roadmarch from FSB 3 to FSB 1. APC fram
Recon Plgt hit an AT mine (XT329892) resulting in moderste damage. At 1505

hrs, another Recon Plat AFC hit an AT mine resulting in extensive vehicle damage,

A1l elamemts closed into FSB 1 pricr to 1800 hrs,

Ast Dn, 27¢h Infartyy
Bn conducted gn airmobils combat assault (XT196867) at 0900 hrs,
Negative coidact was mude aml all elemente wers extracted to FSB 2 at
12,8 hre,
204 Bn, gTth Infortry
LB _sscue PR 2 And . corductad Teucinuld misace patrolling in ssctor,
2 Bn, 48k Infsnbiy
BN (=) comiucted SAD opns (XT216814). Co C was prepositionsd

at FSB 1 as a reactlon force, All elements were extracted back to
Tay Ninh base cemp at 1545 hiw,

2 Bn (Meoh), 220 InLaptry
Bn conducted reccnnaissance patrolling to southeast of FSB L,

2h e 66
200 Bde CP relocsted at 196th Rde Base Camp at Tay Nink.

2 Ba (Hech), Sth Intsptry

Bn moved fram FSB 1 to FSB 0. At 0820 hrs, 2 APC
{xT188768) and (XT184,765), resulting in 3 WIA and 1 APC moderately damaged,
At 0830 hrs To C destroyed 1 AT mine (ATI8L765)c All elmments closed into
FSB 0 prior to 1800 hrs,

st Boa 270h Infentsy
Ba conducted an alrmobdle extraction fram FSB 2, closing Tay Minh

g;;;qq:&mm. Ba then mowved by convoy to Cu Chi, closing et
hrs.

2ad Bp, 37%h Iafashry
Bn camnencsad siwotdls extracticn frem FSB 2 st 1245 hrs. Elsaonis wore
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first lifted to Tay Minh and then to Cu Chi, cloaing at 1742 hrs,
2ud B, With Infonkry
. Bn moved to Cu Chi by convoy, closing at 1505 hrs,
2nd Bn (Me 2 i
Bn returned io Div control at 0800 hrs.

lst Bn (Mech), 5th Infantcy

Bn conxiucted reconnaissance patrolling vic FSB 0, and south to (XT1669).
At 1425 hrs, an APC frca the heavy mortar plat hit an AT mine resuiting in
3 WIA ang extensive vehicle damage. The Bn established g night cambat base
at (XTU6687) o

e g T I O T i ot oS A ¢ P

1st Bn, 27th Infantry

3 Bn assused responsitility for Cu Chi base camp sector at 1200 hrs,
; 2ad Po, 2%th, Infeubry

1 Bn assimed responaibility for Cu Chi base camp sector at 1200 hrs.
3

OPEZATION AITI&BORG TeRMINATED
252,00 NOVEMBER 66
(Raference Map, Vietnam, 135,000, Series L7014, Shests 6232, II,; 1II. IV
for all owilays included in this report.)

(13)
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13, Results
a. Eneny Losves
Vo KIA (BG) & SA Awwo 350
VG KIA &gm) é8 Documents 33 e
v0C b Canned Foods 240 Tbe
ves a cag 15
Rioe 575 tons Rics Rilling Machine b §
Small Arms 9 $Onn. Mortar b |
H uts 47 Peas 100 lbe
64 8alt 100 1bas

AT Mines 4 714 Bxpedient Rockat Launcher X

s 5 12-7wm M1 Barred 2
Hand Grenadas 33 RR3=2 RDS 4
Rifls Grenades 4 =79 RDS 29

b, Friendly losees

KIa »
DOw 3
wih 210
AFC M 113 COMBAT 10383 4

13, ADMIMISYRATIVE MATTERS

a. SUPPLY:; ALl classss of supply vers availabls in sufficient
qusntities t0 meet operational dewands. Elements of the lst logistis
Command provided supplies from their facilitles et Tay Winh. 25th
DAvision Support Commnd picvidsd a ocmplete staff to meset all
logistie requiremsnts of the 2md Bds., task force.

b, MAINTENANCE: Co. O, 725th Maintenanos Bn. provided direct
support during the operstion. ¥o unususl problems ware enmoountered.

0. SERVICES; laswndry service provided by quartermaster faoile
dties was inadequats, Contractural services were provided but were
arrengsd for too lats i the operation to be ussd.

d. TRANSPORTATIONG: Coovgys from Cs Okl @1d not srrive dally in
sufficient time to effsct resupply of ioe snd meil to forward unite.
Although schadulad to arrive ai approximetely 1500 hours daily,
srriv .4l at times were later Vhen 1700 and delivery of thess items
oould not be wade wntil the following day.

(2) Troop haul requirements for infentry battalions were wet
by Support Qosmsad woon request.

(3) Vith the sxeeption of 2 ecuvays to the Brigade Porverd Base
o 13 and 14 Nov al) resupply was acosmplished by helicopter. A total
of 1,299 HU ID soriies and 26 CR 47 eorties wers fiown in reswpplying
forverd elements of the Brigade dwring the psriod 11 tiwu 24 Wov 66.
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Specisl Bquipment and Techniques,
Qreater use of chain saws was mede to include cutting mask clesrance
for arty and aorders, bunker material, clearing areas for head-
quarters and indifeet fire weapons, and cutting wood for eor-
dureying roads. Por planning purposes, 8 saws/manuaver dattalion
are required.

Commander’s Analysis.

a. Alternate 1Zs muet be prepered during the conduct of an
airmobile osssult. This action provides a certain Mol of
decsption and also insures adequais preparstion of alternate

1Zs Af the prigary IZ ia found t0 be “HOT",

b. The Judicious use of tac air and arty during airmobile combat
assaulis is the key to the rapid imstmgduntion of an infantyy
force in & combat pesture. This support must continue during
the actual lsndings and extraction. Sufficlent time must be
allocated for detailed coordination between all support agencies
involved, le, the inf unit meking the assult, tac air, army

air, and arty.

¢. As mansuver battalions are extended {rom forward supply
bases {0 areap not serviced by roeds, the resulting wurn

around time for halicoptsr resupply quickly becomes unacoept-
able. Flacning mnust include positioning of supply bases on
usable roads as far forward as possible.

d. Engirser aupport for Mech elaments operating in WAR ZOHE C
is Ssslutely essentiszl. Aerial recondoes not give an accurate
plcture of woll trafficebility, Many streams reguire prepare
ation (cordurdying) before oroesings can be mde. Chain sgw
teams are a necessity and previieions mist be made for imasdiate
replacemsnt when saws becoms non-operaticaal.

CONFIDENTIAL
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: e. Mimed or dissbled vehicles urvsent & major problam to Meoch
movemsnt. It oan be expected that there will be an increased
mining - in the future opsrations in WAR ZOME C. Planning must

- inelude provisions for security, repair, evacuation and des-

truetion,

£. NMeochanised infantry can operate in most heavily vooded areas

in WAR ZOME O t0 » limited degree. Capabilities include pro-

\ visions for rapld movement to securs forward hases, probing;

and rejnforcemsnt.

8- 4All helicopter support mist be controlled by ths Taak Force

headquarters, This system permits rapid change of prioritiss

as the tactial situation developes, planning mist iiclude

adequate arsas in the rear for the brigads tuline to include a

loading area for helicopters.

h, Plamning for extended operations sust include provisions

for direct exsbange of Class III items-

i, Major component replacemsnt for disabled mech vehicles is

essential, Planning must include provisions for immediate

replacersnt and maintanance assistance froa diviszion forwvard

support dases.

Jo It appesrs that the VC do not désire to engage large

Foroes in WAR ZOME O,

16. Reoommsndations,

Wheve possidle, avistion support units should station listi-~
son officars at the brigade trains and the brigade taotisdl
ocommand post. These representatives greatly assist in the in-
itis)l plamning of an operation and provide the commander with
‘ détalled information comcerning the missions as they are pys-
formnd,

SOR THT COMWNDER MAOW
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ANNEX A TERRAIN, TRAFFICABILITY, WEATHER

1.

SR P SEE DRE A

General. The terrain exploited by the 2d Bde Task Force in WAR ZONE C was
characterised by dense jungle and open mash mgrshlands. Elevation rangad
betweein 10 meters (XT2260) and 80 meters (XT1173), with the genaral average
of 35-40 meters in the area of operations. Relatively little land was
cultivated; the majority of agricultural efforts were small or individual
garden plots.

Roads and Trails. Roads through the ares reflect lack of care &nd main-
tenance. Portions of the major roads have been cratered by bombing and
mines and subsequent erosion has occurred. Fallen trees in a few aresas
have blocked roadways making detours necessary. The major road network
from (XT284619) to KATUM (XT333898) to BO TUC (XT380857) were subjected
to thorough sir reconnaissance. Road use of approximately 46 kilometers
proved it to be adequate for tracked vehicles. Major obstacles were founa
at (XT327893) where steep banks had to be levelled by demolitions to
accommodate crossing, Even after levelling had been accomplished, cross-
ing was still reported to be difficult, At (XT325886), craters and muddy
conditions made trafficability extremely difffcult,

Trails and footpathas were observed throughout the entire area. They
appeared to occur at random, leading into dense jungles, (Appendix 1).

Due to the vegetation and the limits of advance, none of the trails could
be explored completely, LRRP reported that two trails (XT213879) were
blocked at irregular intervals by cut trees and foliage. The purpose of
these blocks is unknowm, The LRRP also reported seeing sevaral observation
platforms built high in the trees at irregular intervals. The patrol was
unable to pinpoint the locationa of these platforms.

Bunkers and Fortifications. In the area of operations, elements of the
2d Bde Task Force encountered relatively few bunkers and trenches as
compared with other areas, ie, the HO BO WOODS, the BOI LOI WOODS, other
known VC strongholds. Bunkers which were manned and defended by fire
were located at (XT224812) and (XT227813). Other bunkers, as depicted in
Appendix 1, were deserted, although most of them showed aigns of recent
repair.

Base Camps. There were nine base camp sites reported in the entire area
of operations. For the most part, the typical base camp found in WAR
ZONE C consisted of seversl protective bunkers, a few small huts, a amall
cache of rice, garden plots, and evidence of recent use. Base areas found
during the operation are depicted in Appendix 1, and are listed below:
(XT303777) Heavily booby trapped area with 20 tons of rice

{XT243800) Campsite for estimated 100 VC

(XT278828) Campsite apparently used by 25-30 VC

(XT263757) Campsite with 2500 lbs rice and a rice milling machine
(XT344919) A series of cultivated garden plots and small huts
(XT383896) Cempaite with shower, latrine, and recently repasired bunkera

(XT224810) Five huts and extersive tunnel system; defended briefly by VC

CONFIDENTIAL
11

e



i

-
R

CONFIDENTIAL

(IT329919) Small tese omp appearesd to have besn used by 30-50 ¥C
(XT3,9940) Base oamp large encugh for 200 VC witl fresh food in area

5

6.

¥ 3

Cross Country Trafiicability. The axis of adwnoe of the
sechardsed infantry battalions, the 1/5(K) and the 2/22(N),
are depicted in Appemdix 2.

Although there were wine incidents sxperionced, the greatest
barrierswere caused by the terrain, specificly, Jungle and
lowland marshes. Gensrally, moveaent cross country was slow,
with the daily aversge advancs of 10 kilassters. Laxd elments
of the mechanised infantry nomnally recuired an average of ooe
bhour to penetrate 300-500 ameters of danse jungls. ULifficulty for
trall alasents wos anoountered in low spots; at elevations of

leas than 35 metare the swath cut by lead slexents become too
auwidy and consecusntly lmpassakle to trail slements, necessitating
the cutting of new routes through the jungls.

Marshlands provided the greatest single obstacle to progress
of tracked veahicles, Soft mud predominant in opsn aress at
ealevations of 35 msters or less continuslly bogged down
vehicles.

landing Zones. Arezs suitable faor hslicopter landing somes
are depicted in Appendix 3.

Weather, Waather facilitiesr were avallable to the 2d Bde
during the psriod 18+23 Nove. During this period, the
following data were ocupiledt

Average maximum temporature 89
Absclute maximin temperature ®
Average minimum teaperature k)
Absolute minimum temperature ™
Total preciptation o32 inchen
Moximum precijitation 32 inches

Except for occaisjonal early morning fog and evening showers,
weather did not materdally affect air or ground opsrations.
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smeeseem="" Trail wide enough for wheeled vehioles

e 170il wdde encugh for axoarts

! @ Base cemp /
3 v Punkay .
. REg Underground bunker
ST Trench %
: ,I.‘: Solper position / | N

Foxhole
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@ Cretered and extremely muddy

@

Seall pond; No croesing difficulty

Appedix 2 to Amax A
(Paxt 3)
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a) ﬁlﬂ bridge installed

@ Water loewel two feet; Do diffionlty orcesing
@ Detour to north was mado without diffioulty
@ Shallow pand; no difficulty

@ Bridge reguired for crossing 97 *
@ Steep banks necessitated leveling to permit

erossing 25

@w.m.
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Appeniisix 3 to Amex 4
(Paxt &)
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Appendix 3 to Armex A
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BDE FWD
CMBT BASE
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Incloewre 2 - Operations Overlay 10 Nov
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