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CONFIDENTIAL

TPARTIHT OF THS ARMY
HEADQUARTSRS 25TH INTAMTRY DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96225

/ COMBAT OPERATIONS AFT-R ACTION REFORT
OFERATION ATTLEBCRO

1, NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION: Operation ATTLEBORO was a Search and
Destroy operation, For the purposes of this report, this operation has been
broken into four phases.

Phase I: 14 Sep = 20 Oct, a series of Bn operations by the 196th In’
Bde (Lt)(Sep).

Phase II1: 29 Oct -~ 5 Nov, operations leading up to and including
contact with the VC 9th Div,

Phase III: 5 - 10 MNov, control of operation changed to 1st Inf Div
and then II FFORCEV.

Phase IV: 10 Mov = 26 Hov, 25th Inf Div given mission to make a
reconnaissance in force in szctor. -

2, DATES OF OPTRATION: 14 Scptember 1966 ~ 25 Novembur 1966.
3, LOCATION: TAY NI!H Province,

4, CONTRCL-OR COMNAND HEADGUARTERS:

14 Sep = 5 Nov 196th Inf 3de (Lt)(Sep) !

5 Nov = 6 Nov 1st Inf Div

6 Nov = 25 Nov I FFbRGE“J. ;
5. REPORTLIIG OFFICER:

a. Major Genoral Frederick C. Wayand, 14 Sep - 13 Oct, 25 Oct - 28
Oct,

b, Brigadier Goneral George G, O!Connor, 13-25 Oct, 28 Oct =~ 25 Nov,

P,

6. TiSK ORGANIZATION:

v

a., Phase I (14 Sep = 31 Oct)

196th Inf Bde (Lt)(Sep), Bri-adiur General DeSaussure commanding:
23 Bn, 1st Inf
3d Bn, 2tst Iaf
hth Bn,- 3tst Inf
3d Bn, 824 ixty

A~

DOVNGRADED ..T 3 YEAR INTERV.LS
DECL.SSIFIED LFTER 12 YE:RS
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b, Phase II (31 Oct ~ 5 iov)

196th Inf Bde (Lt)(Sep)

2d Bn, 1st Inf
3d Bn, 21st Inf
4th Bn, 31st Inf .
1st Bn, 27th Inf 1 MNov

2d Bn, 27th Inf 3 Nov

3d Bn, 82d irty

A Btry, 1st Bn, Sth Arty reinforcing 1 Nov, ctiached 4 tov
C Btry, 3d Bn, 13th Arty GS, reinforging 2 Nov

Plt, B 3try, 3d Bn, 13th Arty attached 3 lov

¢, Phase III (5-30 ibv 66)

196th Inf Bde Tesk Force att-oched to 1st. Inf Div

2d Bn, 1st Inf

3d Bn, 21st Inf

Lth Bn, 31st Inf 8&-10 lbv attucited to 1st Bn (M), 5th Inf
1st Bn, 27th Inf attached to 1st Inf Div 5-11 Nov

2d Bn, 27th Inf attacined to T.Y IIiN! Base Camp commander
ist Bn (M), 5th Inf attached to 1st Inf Div 6~10 Nov

d., Phase IV (10-tbv - 25 Nov)

2d Bde Task Force

1st Bn (M), 5th Inf 10 lov

1st Bn, 27th Inf

2d Bn, 27th Inf 11 Nov

2d Bn, 14th Inf

2d Bn (), 22d Inf 13 lNov (fvrom 3d Bde, 4th Inf Div) .
1st Bn, 8th Arty DS

196th Inf Bde Task Force

24 Bn, st Inf

34 Bnm, 21st Inf
Lth Bn, 31st Inf
3d 3n, 8243 Jrty

T, SUPPOIUIIG FORCLS:

a, Air 3upport. .

(1)
fighter bombers.

Genercl: During Phase I & II air support was provided by :
During Phase IV both fightur bomb.r and hcavy bombers were N

usod, & total of 1029 sorties wure flown in the orcr of operations from 16
Sep - 25 tov, dighty-four immedizte sorties wure rflown and 53 sorties wure

flown by VNAF,

(2) Eleven B52 strikus were flown in the AO during the period
11=-23 Nov, They werv as follows:

2
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3 MLSILON K, D15 Ml UG AtoA CCVIRUD
25-10-1 110:20 hov 56 XT32784L3 - 3L0843
327813 - 34,0813
F 11710 ov XT305780 - 320780
. 305753 = 320753
A 25111 (F96) 130730 Tov XT140787 = 142753
} 158760 = 153790
3
E 25-12-1 (F98) 140190 lov XT313922 - 32592
326896 - 33890
@alled by 1st Div 161000 Nov XT344780 - 3207
% in 25th Jiv AO 333752 - 3537
5 (Danger 6)
¢ 25-15-1 (F107) 180700 fov XT370810 - 3207
3 350810 ~ 3507
3 F102 - 190730 Mov 11366868 - 377880
: 392851 - 400861
¥ ™ 38 221800 Nov XT145390 = 173377
E 25~13-1 162358 ~ 138370
3 Qui clerun 23 210500 ov XT223970 = 223980
é A93 . 24,3970 - 24,3980
252211 230500 ibv XT200820 - 200810
TV 43 230810 - 230820
e
E (3) Rusults of tie bLactical airstri':es“were:

L VC K3i (3C)
L 115 VC KCA (poss)

X 82 buildiacs Jestroyed
17 buildings daared

14 bunkers destroyed

8 bunlers ramsiged

2 smn.ans destr yed

12 secondavy explosions
10 swecondruy [irea

1 beidge desirsyed

1 bridre drmaced

TR L aR R S

# This ianciudes the 19éth Inl Ikic f-om 16 Sup - 25 tbv and
the 2d e, 25th Inf Div fro1 15 lov = 25 ibv,
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b, Artillery Support. _

(1) During Phase I, the 196th Inf Bde was supported by the 3d 7
Bn, 82d Arty with B Btry, 3d Bn, 13th Arty (=). B Btry, 2d Bn, 13th Arty was
in DS from 20-29 Sep,

(2) During Fhase II & III, 3d Bn, 824 Arty (+) continued in *
support of 196th Inf Bdes On 1 iov, A Btry, 1st Bn, 8th Arty reinforced their
fires,

(3) During Phase IV, 3d Bn, 32d Arty (+) supported the 196th
Inf Bds, 1st 3n, 8th Arty with A Bitry, 2d Bn, 13th Arty; A Dbry, 2d Bn, 77th
Artyy B Btry, 3d 3n, 13th Arty supported the 2d Drigede Task Forea,

(4) Artillury fire was utilized to:

(a) Suppress sniper fire,
(b) Soften arcas in fromt of advancing moncuver clements,

(¢) Prepore landing zoncs and suppress onoly fires during
the aaseult and oxtraction phnses of an airmobile operation,

(d) Fire folse preparations to mislead the enemy as to
intended or pessible londing zones,

() Harross and intordict.

(£) Assist patrols navigating *“rough dense terrain amd
during hours of dorkness by firing high adr burst WP rounds,

{g) Fire defunsive concuntrations for forward support bases,
(5) Total missions ~nd rounds fired:

(a) Missions: Support-—-2634; H:I 10,356,

(b) Ammunition vxpendud: HE = 70,470, WP - 2085, ILL - 342.

(e) Results: 70 VC KI4 (3C), 132 VC KIA (poss).

¢, Aviation Support.

o R,

(1) Units, S
(a) 25th sivn Dn, i

‘:‘A % %
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(b) 11th ivn Sn
116th 4ivn Co (Lt)
147" Avn Co (Med)
178t4h ivn Co (ifed)
(¢) 13th Avn Dn
175th Avn Co (L)
(d) 52d .wvn Bn
117th 4ivn Co (Lt)
(e) 145tk Avn Dn
68th 4vn Co (Lt)
713t ivn Co (Lt)
118th Avn Co (Lt)

(2) Typs and number of alrmobile operstions,

Iype on i*]
Combot lsscults 17 3
Extractions 12 2
Repos:.tions 7 1

(3) Holicopter assets wure utilizod for command and control,
ndrmobile assoults and extractions, ruconnrissonea, resupply and modienl
wvarcuation, .

8. (C) INTELLIGENCE:

a, General: Operation ATTLIORO was initially a 196th Bde operation
to the south and west of TAY NINH City, The AO was expanded to include the
DAU TIZNG area in exploitation of VC logistical bases located in this area
ami subscquently included 11 of War Zone C, VC units located in the area
included clsments of the 9th VC Division (271st, 272d and 273d Regts), 101st
NVA Regt, 70th Guerd Ragt, UBD Arty Ruzi, COSVH HQ and associatud facilities,
the 320th LF Bn, 8 LF Comprnies, and local gusrrilla wvlemsnts, The arca
contadned large supply/arms/ammo cachus, foctories, hospitals and basc camps
of the Rear Scrvicus Supply and Trensportotion scctions of Group 82 and 83,

It woas anticipated that the VC would have the arve woll fortifiod agninst
ground ond alrmobile assowlts, The proxdmity of ths Crmbodion border, the
rivors into the arsa, thu wyll doveloped ronds and trails sttestod to the

foet thot the VC vwure proscent and had the arva well duviloped as a diversifiod
military complox, Theru had boon no significrnt ARVI/ALIAF opuration in

Wor Zorne C sincu April = liay 1966. Agunt reports, FWls, CHIEU HOI's, II
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roporis, Viusu~l Ruconardssmice, Wiu 'y cnd ULSF reporits fore utilized to
asgint in duvelopm.nt ol ‘he cromt situntion, Jen:rnlly, the intulligunce
recd vod beforu and during 1@ op.r-iion proved to bo useful when properly
ovaluntud snd eollated,

b, Terrain: The terrain in the av:a of operaiions vuried irom low
flat terrain rnd culiivated flields to scrub brush and forested areas with .
double and triple camopy. The latier offered nxceilent eancealment and moor
obsurvation, Avenues of approach vere encrally lindted to develoyed irails
and cleared areas, The only kuy tcrrain in the ire:, in the traditional .
militery sense, is NUI BA DIl mountnin, the top of vhich is controllud by USSF
with considorable VC acliviiy on the slopes, Obstaclss wore to be found in
struams, donse forests, imund-.iud arsas ~nxl paddics, Thu low land in the
northern arva wes imndatod with wator, making mbvement of tracked vuhicles
and foot troops vury difficult,

¢, Weathur:

(1) 14 to 22 Sup: Cloudy in the worly acraing hours ‘weoidng .
pertly cloudy by noon, vwith ~lmost daily rainf2ll,

(2) 23 Sep to & Cct: The skius w.re parily cloudy throusghout
the dey with no rain or othur rustriciions to opurctions,

(3) 5 to 3 Oct: Corditions rum~incd partly cloudy but occasional
afternoon rainshovw.rs woere pruesent in the srue,

(4) 9 to 14 Oct: Conditions w.w ngnin partly cloudy with only
slight rustirictions to visibility in thu <~ rly morning hours dus to fog or hozgu,

(5) 14 to 12 Qct: Condiiions remained partly cloudy, but d-ily
~ftornoon ~ni owening rodashowers ~nd thundursicw .rs ., prascnt.

() 19 to 29 Oct: Cloudy comiitirns with frumuent sarly morning
fog and zu werel r-dn prus nt ever the eniire orun,

(7) 30 Oct. to 8 bv: Corditions w.re pirily cloudy with no
resiricticns to zperniions during thu pariod.

(8) 9 to 19 Mov: Sl conditis ns continuc! to bu partly cloudy,
and tlors wuru ~fierno .n rrdnchowars or Wantderst: ras pres.oab in the wrun,

(9) 20 to 25 :bwv: Portly cliudy with n. muscrietiung,

WOTE:  Exrly moraiac elildft opurniions wow rastricted by fog
or low clouds until :id-m »nine on the f2llovin; datus: 14-=15 Sup, 27«29 Oct
and 13 Nov,

d. Opvrations:

CON C1PEN 774
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(1) During the 4:4.5i21 plng. . the .per~ti.n wwround TAY NI
City, tho VG unitls expuciud Lo W cuntrctud wuero the G40 Cumpany, & other LF
Conpanius, 1 platoon cperating near the TAY .IVil ‘lest ~irfield, and other
local forces and guerril.r elements operacing within 15 kilombters of TAY NIMNH,
The units were probably in the aren, bui .ue to the influx of a large US unit,
they evidently pruferred to nvoid cont'ct during the initirl stagos, Only
light ~nd sporcdic cont-ct w-s encounters: Ly the 196th during this phasu of
the opuratien,

(2) The 196th, in Octowr, shiftud its oporations to the DAU
TLING run to concuntrate on avutr:lizing too supply activitius of Groups
82 and 83 of COSVN Runr S.rvicy unita, This shift wns promptud by the
numorous ruports of logisticrl complexws in this arca nnd the location by
thu 1st Bdo, 25th Inf Div of 279 tons of ricu vie XI482423, Documunts captured
in thu arucn identificd Group 83, & COSVN Ruar Surviov Group, and substantinted
othur ruports thot thu arun w-s a nnjor VC supply notivity, Other documsnts
captured by the 1st Bde werv VC plrns for politic:l ~ctivitius, diruvotivea
fron highur hucdquerters concorning tax collaction sclivdul.s nd personnlity
lists of the Finance Section and other infrastr.cturev ~ctivitive within
TAY I0i7! Province, The fact that all of the food anxl docwmwnts wure found
on thoe fringus of thy woods :rithout a mejor swuup into tho interior madv the
ocron o vory lucrative target for futwre US opur~tions. During the first
half of Octobur, VC units in the arun, including the 9th VC Division opurctud
in their norurl arens of opurctions with o gradual southurly movwmunt toted
towords tho ond of the month, Bucnuade of thu southward movument of the VC
units, it wos nnticipatud that possibly uleronts of tha 271st and 273d Regts
would b contoetud in the arca, Loe~d guerrillns oporating in the area were
axpuctod to offer consi~nt hrrassment to US forecus wiiich provud Lo bu an
aceurntc ostimntu, Butwoun 20 Oct ~nd 3 MNov, thu 196th Bdu loeat.d suveral
largo rice/supply cachus in vic XTA342 whilu rrking culy sporadic coavdet with
the vnwry, Documwntu e~pturced on 31 Oct XT440501 Gurine a swaep thruugh
the TN CUI Flontation incdic~t.d that tho extunsive ricu snd :apply crchus
wure meintained by the B16U Suction, Group 82 of COZVa Ruwr Survice Dopartmant,
On 3 Mbv, 196th Bdu ulemunts wrde con.~ct with »n uninom sisu VC foros vic
XT415536 ~nd XT442518, The VC usud SA, h~nd gr.nades, riflc grontdos, clay=
morv mines -nd conductud a lvi.rinesd defunse of tha =run indde~ting o mndin
forco vlumant was inwlved, Docu.wntrs copturud vie XT454534 n 3 Nuvumbor
asteblishud that the VO uait cont-ctui wig the €95 Ruconiaiss~neu unit,
subordinaty to tiv 9th VC Divisiun, Six docum.nts cunt-inud the dusignation
for the 273d Regi., Spor~ndic c.ntmet coravinved thr.ouzh. it the night of 3-4
Movombur 1966, On 4 N-oveat.r, «lum.nts of ths 196th Bdu wore agndin hucvily -
vngoged vie XTA17540, Thruo capony sige VC rssaults were repulled during
tho doy resuiting in 40 VC {IA (BC). Docuenis copt v on the battlafi.ld
idontificd clumunts of the 271at ~rd 273! Rupts, Sh.rtly after midnight
on &4 Nov, the 2d Bn, 2723 Rujt ux.cutud A ec.ordin-te.. altock .n SOLI CAU OP
vic XT45328% using mcrirrs, RRy AW anl a vwriuty of bani~lore torpsdius amd
sachul alinrcus in ~n attaapt to brucch the w.funsws .0 the cagp, The atiack
was rupelled nd the VO Lluck heavy purseni:l -nd yquiyosnt lossus bufore
witireving to the BO Lt Wexds le~vin: wwur 50 V2 KIA (BC) nn the battle-
fivld, Also on the mormin~ of 4 il.vem»er, butw.un 0208-0230, 054L0-0550,
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the VC mortared the 196th Bde base camp vic XT165515. It is beliewved that f
the attacks were designed to relieve the pressure on VC units in the DAU TIENG
arsa, On 5 November, vic XT4154 and XT4L054 elements of the 196th Bde again
1.ade contact with a V€ foree well fortified in bunkers resulting in 123 VC

KIA (BC) and 19 VC KIA (poss). Frontal assaults involving 80-100 VC each

were sgain used by the VC against US forces, It is beliewed that the VC force
was composed of vluments of the 271st and 273d Rezts, After the engagumunts
with the 25th Division on.3-4~5 November, the 1st Inf Div made contact with
the VC who wure withdrawing. The 1st Inf Division had contact with the VC

on saveral occasions and iduntified the 1st Bn, 2d Bn, and 3d Bn of the 101st
NVA Regt and the 24 Bn, 271st Rugt and 273d Rugt.

(3) The 25th Division main effort was then dirceted north to
War Zone C, It was anticipat.d that if hcavy contact was mads, it would be
with rmain force slemants, Food, supply, arms and ammo caches were expected
to bu found as US troops mov:d into the arca, In order to disrupt operations
and harass the US base cunp at TAY NINH, the VC mortared the camp: on the night
of 11 Novembur and the morning of the 12th, A search of the mortar position
on 12 November rev.aled a docum.nt that indicated that the €16 Recon Company,
subordinate to the 271st Regt could have bevn responsible for the attack,
Contnct with the VC was sporndic until 19 Nov when contact was made with a
VC platoon vic XT216804 and XT229811 and a VC comprny viec XT274956. The
company contacted vie XTR74956 was the €2 Co, 1st Bn, 70th Regt. (The Security
Regt for COSVN) Documents captured vic XT278908 disclosed the LBN 1751B
which is the Signal Bn subordinate to COSVN, Documcnts eaptursed vic XT229811
indicated the unit contncted wos a medicael unit subordinate to the 271st Regt
with a conval.scencs conter and a Rear Service Section also mentioned, Docus
ments and capture of two 12,7mm barrels vic XT227813 indicated the pruscnce of
an Antisirernft Battalion in the A0, This is believed to have buen the Z43 AA
Bn which had previously been reported., Contnet continued to be sporadic
throughout th: remainder of the operation with the m-jority of the VC contacted
in squad size or less. The VC renction ~nticipnted by US forces becausc of
the intrusion into War Zone C did not maivrialize, It is balieved that due
to the losses suffered as a result of cont~cts with the 25th and 1st Inf Divs?,
Main Force units withdrew tc avolid major contact ~nd hezin retraining and
resupply activitius., Locnl foraes were to contimue to harass US forces and
monitor our movemsnt in the area., During the cperation, it is believed that
the 2d Bn, 70th Regt opernted along Route 4 and had full responsibility for ™
the road. The 3d Bn, 70th Regt had confrol and operated on Route 22, The
VC controlled rozd running {rom vie XI396632 to XI380858 is now believed
to & o prinary LOC for resup ly ~ctivitivs in War Zone C. Tie 1st Division
found the majority of the cachus in the nree along the controlled rocod,
The route runs both north and scuth, and it appenrs that the VC utilize
thue BOI LOI Wouds, the SATGON Riwer and the contralled ruad to accomplish
most of their major transpurt of supplics, There are no friendly units to
harass the VC in tho area, It is bulieved that major logistical complexes
are still located along the road, and that the 25th Division did not locate
any major caches in their arve of operations in the hoart of War Zome C
because the USSF Caumps at TRAI BI ~nd SQUL DA ~re in an uvXcellent position
from which to horass tho VC logistical routes, The VC prefer to have a
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? controlled route through War Zone C fr.m which they can support operations
in any direction with relatively no harassment, Indications are that AITIE BORO
completely disrupted VC plans for a major winter offensive by the 9th VC Div
and the 101st NVA Regt, Rice caches (1 ton or over), base camps, supply
caches, ammo caches, and contacts of estimated platoon size or larger: (Ref:

25th Division INSUMS)

15 Sep XT079559
17 Sep XT068543
25 Sep XTL96418-501417
25 Sep XITA8TL2L
25 Sep XT480427
26 Sep XTAh88L25-482425
26 Sep JT486421
29 Sep XTL8LL26
29 Sep XT'520363

9 Oct XTO7354L5
20 Oct XT4B874L24
21 Oct XT4BLLRS
22 Oct XTL90413
2L Oct XT509401
29 Oct XT438500
30 Oct XT433496
30 Oct XT441499
30 Oct XT435501
30 Oct XT4L4,5506
31 Oct XTL40501
31 Oct XTLLO501
31 Oct XT438503

1 Nov XT443501

2 Nov XT436501

2 Nov XTh45493=L45506
3 Nov XT415536

3 Nov ATiL2518

3 Nov XTL4E518

4 Nov XT417540

4 Nov XTL17540

L Nov XT43654L1

L Nov XTLO8543

5 Nov XT4154=4054
10 Nov XT270755
12 Nov XT303777
14 Mov XT255807
14 Nov XT263757
17 Mov XT285897
18 Nov XT361462
19 Nov XT274956
19 Nov XT216804~223811
19 Nov XT14L496
20 Nov XT206812

2,5 tons rice

1.25 tons rice

Base camp

Base ecamp

1.75 tons rice

279 tons rice

2 tons rice & 1,5 tons pwanuts
1.25 tons aalt

6 tons rice

1.7 tons rice

680 sheects of tin

13 tons rice - supply cache
1.65 tons cement

1 ton rice

420 tons rice, 25 tous salt, sup,.ly cache
60 tons rice

32.5 tons rice

Ammo cache

4,5 tons rice

23.7 tons rice, sup:ly cache
59.8 tons rice, 3/4 ton beans, 4,5 tons tobacco
187.5 tons rice

55 tons rice, 15 tons beans, supply cache
Supply cache

28 piles of laterite

Unknown number of ¥C

Unknown number of VC

Base camp

Eleuments 271st & 273d Regt
Elements 271st & 2734 Regt
215 tons rice

1st Bn of 2734 Regt

273d Regt (element)

1 ton rice-sup: 1y cache

20 tons rice

20 tons rice

1,25 tons rice

‘Base eony

" VC platoon

VC com.any
VC piatoon
VC platoon
VC platoon

CONFI DEMNT 14 o,
9

s s ok v e e e

e A 5t 0 e

lathe.




(ONFIDEN T4 4 : \
21 Nov XT349940 Base cuap /e
22 Nov AT303775 12.4 tons riec & buse aprca
25 Mov XT130384 VC platoon
VC Uso OF ({HTAR LOCATICH JUnseR OF R0UNDS
9 Oct ' XT298564 15
4 Nov ' XT165515 150
11 Nov LT165518 5
12 Nov XT167518 24, '
22 Nov X7269859 43
22 Nov  ¥T341531 20

9, (C) MISSION, The 25th Inf Div conducted scarch and dustroy operctions
in TAY NIiH Provineu to locate 2nd destroy encmy forces cnd supplivs.

10. (C) CONCIFT OF OFARATIOWN. <

a., Phase I. 196th Inf Bde concucts s:arch and dustroy operations - “
go dustrcy VC bnscs, supplics and interdict VO 1OCt's neor the TAY NINH Brse
Omp . ,:

b, FPhase II., 196th Inf Bde cunducts s<arch and destroy operaticns
in vic of DAU TIENG to lcecate and destroy VC forees, sup liss and brse camps.
¢, Phase III, 194th Inf Bde is unicr the contrnl of the 1st Inf Div,

d. Phase IV, 25th Inf Div (=), conducts « rv2onnaissines of forew
oporation in assigned ar:n of opurntion,

11. (C) EXECUTION:
&. Phase I (14 September - 28 Octobur), K

(1) 1 = 21 Septemdor, B Cu, 2d Bn, 1st Inf ¢.nducted an aire
mobile nssnult to estab.ish hlocking positinn vic XTO71534, A Co, 24 Bn, 1st ;
Inf and € Co, 2d Bn, 1st Inf drove into the block and then helped ogtzblish a
base camp vic XTO73546. During the nuxt 6 doys, light contoct was moviu with
the VC, On 21 Septembur, the brttalion cluscd TAY HIMH bnse eqmp, .

et

(2) 18 = 25 Septembur. The Ath Bn, 31st Inf c.nducted nn nir-
mobile assault t- ustablish 2 £ rvard b~sc vic XT191393., On the nuxt doy the
battelion adr acssaulted in vie XT181468 hving light enermy eunt-~ct, On 20-21 §
Sceptember n. cont~ct wns m~de with ths wneny. On 22 Septumber the battolion S
located n VC basw arca vie XT165490, Frum 2225 Sopeumber ne further cuntact
was made with the uncy. The Bn cloesad TAY NIM bnse camp .n 25 September,

Wi, |

(3) 6 = 14 Oct.ber, The 4th Bn, 31st Inl c-nductud S&D operations
viec XT0954, Light enemy contoet was iinde with negrtive resulis, On 7 October,
A C; mwde contact with 3 VC vic XTO73547, ruesulting in 2 VC KIA (BC) -nd 1 VC
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! KIA (poss), On 8 October, Co D dustr.yed 250 lbs of rice vic XTO62543 and 4
bouby iraps vic XTO69546, On 9 October, the battalicn mowved its basu camp
vic XT066545., On 10 October no contnret was made, On 11 October, Co A and
Co B discowwred and destroyed a tunnel ¢ mplex vic XT055554. On 14 October,
the Bn was cxtrocted to T4Y NINH base camp,

=
.::;A‘
s

B
#

(L) 15 = 23 October. On 15 October, the 3d Bn, 21st Inf was
airlifted to TRAI BI vic XT120686. All units wure closed by 1710 hours, On
16 October, Co A ccnductud an S&D opsratisn @ast of TRAI BI with nugative
contact, Cuntinued operntions tc the east and west of TRAI BI resulted in
negntive euntact, On 22 Octobur, the Bn conducted an S&D operstion towzrd
TAY NIki! boase cemp arriving on 23 Oct,

R A e et

(5) 18 - 28 October,

, (a) 18 October. Due to increased reports of VC caches in o
the arca, an operation was directed toward the west side of the SAIGON River
vic XT4842, The 2d Bn, 1st Inf comnenced air movement of troops and supplies ;
to DAU TI.NG. 3

(b) 19 October, The 2d Bn, ist Inf completed their air
movement to DAU TIENG,

. (c) 20 October, The 2d Bn, 1st Inf conducted an airmobile
assault vic XT483438 with Co A and Co C, and vic XT455436 with Co B, Co B
set up a block while Co A and Co C drove azainst it.

(d) 21 October, B Co, 2d Bn, 1st Inf discovered 13 tons of
rice, 500 cans of milk, 1000 lbs of salt and 2500 1lbs of puanuts vie XT4560420.

&

(¢) 22 Octobor. G Co, 2d Bn, 1st Inf discovered 3630 lbs b 4

of comunt and 20 1"x12" planks vic XT481427. 3
A

(£) 23 October. B Co, 2d Bn, 1st Inf conduct:d an StD g

operation from vic XT483421 to vie XT489400, resulting in 2 tons of rice, B
15 1bs of sulfa drugs and 150 lbs of c¢psom salts captured and é VC structures, é
10 1bs TNT and 7200 1lbs of fish destroyed,
e

(g) 24 Octobur. A Co, 2d Bn, 1st Inf and B Co, 2d Bn, 1st =

Inf conductud an opvration vic XT4542, rusulting in 1 VC KIA (BC) and 3 VC =
structures, 2 loxholes, 2 undergrownd fovrtificntions, 2 tunnels, 1.58 tons of o3
rice and 400 lbs of wheat destrcysu, In addition, 1; lbs of documents and 4LOO B
1bs of VC clothing were capturcd. B
5

(h) 25 October., The 2d Bn, 1st Inf conducted operations b

vic XT4542 with negotive contaet, 5
(1) 26 Octobur, 2d Bn, 1st Inf conducted operations in vie @

of XT485414 with light eomiact., Results were 2 VC KIA (poss). h
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(J) 27 October, 2d Bn, 1st Inf conducted operations from /%
vie XT451431 to vie XT747456, resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC), 8 VC KIA (poss)
and 8 VCS apprehended,

(k) 28 October, 2d Bn, 18t Inf conducted operations from
vic ATH78437 to vie XTLA2448, resulting in 34 VCS apprehended and 200 punji
shakes destroyed.

] b, Phase II (29 October - 5 November) (Diagram 16). On reports of
a possible VC hospital in the ar.a vie XT4348, attention was directed to that -
aresd,

(1) 29 October, 2d Bn, 1st Inf conducted an airrobile S&D
operction vie XT430488 resuliing in t VCC, 420 tons of rice and 15 tons of
salt captured., In addition, 440 gzls of tar, 450 gals of gasoline, 5 ox
carts, 2 VC structures and 4 hand grenadss were destroyed,

(2) 30 October. On this day, the 196th Inf Bde directud the Ath
Bn, 31st Inf into area and the Bde CP displaced to DAU TIENG and was reinforced
"by G2 and G3 persomncl from division. Ath Bn, 31st Inf conducted an airmobile
assrult to vic XT45506 resulting in 4.5 tons of rice, 3 bicycles and 100 1lbs
of clothing captured. The 2d Bn, ist Inf conducted an S&D operation vic
XTLLEOLI0 r.sulting in 1 VC KIA (BC), 4 VC KIA (poss) and 92.5 tons of rice,
1 CHICOM rifle, 91 hand grenndus, 26 rifle grenades ~nd 2 bicycloes captured.

(3) 31 October. The 196th Inf Bde directed 2d Bn, 1st Inf to
conduct an S& operation vic XT455500 and the 4th Bn, 31st Inf to conduct an
84D opuration vic XT441498, At 0900, 2d Bn, 1st Inf reccived sniper fire and
onc claymore at XTL38,98 which resultod in 2 wounded and 1 ldlled. The
battalion contimued on its mission and discovured 83,5 tons of rice, 9000 1bs
of tobacco, 1  CGICOM rifle, 300 "D" handle shovels, 600 g-ls of cooking oil,
and 1500 lbs of bunns, Meomwhile, A4th Bn, 31st Inf stnrt.d their operation
hoving no vnomy contact until 1600 hrs, when C Co, 4th Bn, 31st Inf discovered
187.5 tons of rice vic XT438503.

_ (4) 1 November, Due to finding ndditional foodstuffs, the
Commanding General, 25th Inf Div placed the 1st Bn, 27th Inf under OPCON of
the 196th Inf Bde. The 1st Bn, 27th Inf wrs givun the mission of swcuring
the 196th Inf Bde Hq ot DAU TITZNG and conducting ergle flights ovar the rice
eacha nrec, The 24 Bn, 18t Inf svoured the ricu cnchus and conducted saturation
patrolling within 1000 meturs of XTA41491, the battalion bage., C Co, 24 Bn,.
1st Inf captured 55 tons of rice anmd 15 tons of bucns vie XT4450. The 4th 3Bn,
318t Inf conductud saturntion patrolling vie XT441491 resulting in negotive
contact, :

(5) 2 November, A total of 843 tons of rice hnd beon captured
to dnte vic XT4450, The 24 Bn, 1st Inf and 4th Bn, 31st Inf continued con-
ducting saturction patrclling while the st Bn, 27th Inf conducted cagle flights
vic XTL25458 and XT425530, The 4th Bn, 318t Inf discovered 6 bicycles, assorted
medical supplies and 3 1b of documents vie XPA40496. In addition, they searched
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an ox trall vie XT445505, On either side of the trail were foxholes and
trenches, Twenty-eight piles of letorite werc discovered from XTLL5493 to
XT44,5506,

(6) 3 November, The 196th Bde plamed to search for cache
creas to the north, In order to do this, they had 3 battaliens; 2d Bn, 1st Inf;
kth Bn, 31st Inf; and lst Bn, 27th Inf (~), (Diagram 1) The plan was to block
with the.lst Bn, 27th Inf (-) from XT423547 to XT450538, on the gensral line

. of provincial route 19, (Diagram 2) The 2d Bn, 1lst Inf (-) would attack on

4XIS RED from vic of the rice cache area XT4L50 to the northwest 1000 meters,
then guide on a trail as it goes to the northwest 1000 meters, then guide on a
trail as it goes to the northeast, /. coordinating point was established at
XT434538, Co i, 2d Bn, lst Inf was to attack north on ..XIS BIUE which was on
the west side of LTL 19 from the 50 cast-west grid line to XT443538, i Co, 4th
Bn, 31st Inf would attack on . XIS WHITE which was on the east side of LTL 19,
the Ath Bn, 31st Inf (~) would attack on ;XIS PURPIE northeast from the rice
cache area until they reached a trail vic XT461507 and would then guide on

the trail until reaching a coordinating point at XT450538, The operation
kicked off at 0900 hours when 24 Bn, 1lst Inf (=) and 4th Bn, 31st Inf (=)
sttacked along ..XIS RED, BLUE, WHITE and PURFLE. .t 0922, B Co, 1lst Bn, 2Tth
Inf Jended at 12 #2 vic XT463529, The LZ was cld, The company then moved
north and at 1207 discovered a VC fortified village at XT451538 which had new
CHICOM tools (axes, hoes, and shovels), Msarwhile at 0950, C Co, 1st Bn, 27th
Inf landed on 1Z #) vie XT410533, The LZ was cold, The company moved north fcr
1200 meters, through elephant grass to vic XT411538, .t that time the company
commander sent ‘a point forward to discover the trail the company had to guide
on, Upon moving 40 meters north into the wood, the poimt came under small

arms and automatic weapons fire, The company in the elephant grass also came
under fire from the front, both sides and the rear which cut off any escape
route, (See Diagram #3 for disposition of the unit,) The company had

come upon a fortified position of the Recon Company of the 9th VG Division,
Upon coming under fire, the company suffered casualties immediately, By 1210
hours the compeny had 6 KI. and 6 WI., One of the casuclties was the commanding
officer, it 1120 hours, B Co, 2d Bn, lst Inf on ..XIS BLUE ran into an eneny
position on the 52 cast-west grid line. The fight lasted a short while and the
VC withdrew, The 2d Bn, lst Inf (~) contimued on its mission, By 1230 hours,
Co G, 1st Bn, 27th Inf had 10 KI.. and 14 WIL.. .t that time, i Coy 1lst Bn, 27th
Int which wos at D.U TIENG was committed to reinforce C Co, lst Bn, 27th Inf,
At 1248, the lst 1ift of . Co, lst Bn, 27th Inf landed vic XT410534, it 1306,
the 24 lift arrived and the company was ordered to attack west of C Co, lst Bnm,
27th Inf to roll up the VC flank, .t 1330, C Co, 3d Bn, 2lst Inf was moved to
DAU TIENG and 2d Bn, lst Inf (~) was alerted to reinforce lst Bn, 27th Inf. it
1425 the lIst 1ift of C Co, 3d Bn, 2dst Inf landed at LZ #l, At 1505 the 2d 1ift
landed, C Co, 3d Bn, 2lst Inf was then ordered to attack east of C Co, lst

Bn, 27th Inf, (See Diagram #A) it 1515 Hours .. Co, st Bn, 27th Inf married up
with C Co, 1lst Bn, 27th Inf vic XT411537, ...t 1553 hours, C 0o, 3d Bn, 2lst Inf
married up with lst Bn, 27th Inf (=), /it 15600 hours, 2d Bn, lst Inf (~) was
ordered to reinforce the 1st Bn, 2%th Inf (~), A4t 1800 hours 21 Bn, lst Inf (=)

landed end a perimeter was formed vie XT410537,. (See Diagram #5) Evacuation ef
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the dead and wounded then began and lasted into the night. There were & 1Y
light VC probes on the perimeter that night, ZLate that evening, the 196th

Bde published orders for 4 Nov. (See Diagram #6) The 1st Bn, $th Ind (=)

would attack northeast gulding on the same trail that C Co, 1st Bn, 27th Inf

was supposed to guide on the day before and set up & position vioc XT424544.

B Co, 1lat Bn, 27th Inf was to attack west along LIL 19 and link up with 1st

Bn, 27th Inf (~)s The 24 Bn, lst Inf (~) was to attack east md establish a
position at XT443537, A Co, 2d Bn, 1lst Inf would attack west and 1link up with

24 By, 1st Inf (~)e The 4th Bn, Flst Inf would attack northwest to a blocking

. position viec XT437553, The purpose of the operation was to prevent the 9th VC

Division from moving to the southeast and at the same time to consolidate all

subordinate commands, , '

(7) 4 November, At 0800, the 4th Bn, st Inf departed their
battalion base vic XT450538 for a blocking position at XT439553, They encount-
ered no opposition, B Co, lst Bn, 27th Inf (=) began moving west to link np
with 1st Bn, 27th Inf (~)a A Co 24 Bn, 1st Inf also began their move west to
link up with 2d Bn, 1st Jnf. The lst Bn, 27th Inf (=) did not begin their
move until their uight kits had been evacuated, The 2d Bn, lst Inf (~) began
their move on the east at 1045, A% 1140 hre, the 1lst Bn, 27th Inf (=) began
moving to the northeast with A Co, lst Bny, 27th Inf leadings the Ba Comd Gpj
C Co, 3d Bu, Ast Inf; and C Co, 13t Bn, 27th Inf following in that oxder.

Ths lsad oompany was in a column of two with each column 20 meters apart, .
There was no advance guard; however, the 1lst sqd, 24 P1t was leading in line
formation and spread between the two columns, The lead element moved apprax-
imately 200 meters northeast when all of A Co, lst Bn, 27th Inf came under
amall arms, automatic weapons, and machine gun fire vie XT413541. Co C, 3d Bn, -
st Inf was ordared to establish a position on the left flank of A Co, 1lst Bn,
27th Inf, In doing this, two plis went to the left flank aad one plt went to
the right flavk, The lst Bn, 27th Inf (=) was still under heavy fire from both
Zront and flanks with sniper fire from the rear even though the VC position was

linear, _(nm.#?).mwnmug;oﬁmd Co O, 1st Bn, 27th Inf to
move two plts to the laft flank of C Co, 3d Bn, 2lst Inf and -one to the right of
A Co, 1st Bn, 27th Inf, By this time the misplaced plt of C Co, 3d Bn, 2Ast Inf
had returned to its company position. The plt of C Co, lat Bn, 27th Inf which -
was to tie in with the right flank of A Co, lst Bn, 27th Inf was not able to.
acoomplish this because of the heavy fire, The CO of 4 Co, lst BEn, 27th Inf
noticed this and ordered his right flank plt to curve dback and link up with the
plt fram G Co, lst Bn, 27th Inf, Diagram #8) This was immeadiately done, Only
about 30 minutes had elapsed since the beginning of the fire Pight. All
slements of the lst Bn, 27th Inf were committed. The battalion had no direct
;adio contact with the 196th Bde, However, contact was established through a

10 who relayed the situation to the 196th Inf Bde. At 1246 C Co, 24 Bn, 27th
Inf was alerted for possible movement to reinforce the lst Bn, 27th Inf, The
00- 22 Bn, 2k Inf requested that he go into action with Co A and Co"C, but
th. * was denied bacsuse of the time element, At 135, ths CO, lst Bn, 27uvh
Inf was abls to contact the §3, 2d Bn, 1st Inf and request his assistanoe.
T.: 2 Bn, lst Inf immediately started going to the aid of the 1lst Bn, 27th
Inf, This was later approved by the Commanding General, 196th Infantry
Prigade, At 1320, the C0, lst Bn, 27th Inf was wounded by mortar fragments.
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/5" The fire in the area comtimuod to bo intense, At 1435, B Co, lst Bn, 27th Inf
was locatdd af XTA24543 and bagan heading southwest to attempt to aid the
battalion ‘At A0, C Co, 24 Bn, Z7th Inf with the (0, 20 Bn, 27th Inf landed
at XT4,08538, Thoy then maved to the cast in an attempt to rall up the VC laft
flank, At 1451, the 1lst Plat of A Co, 1lst Bn, 27th Inf wos atteckdd by an
estimated 100 VG vho ‘eame at the platoon in & lime of sidrmishers, This was the
firstof three frontal assa ageinst A Co, st Bn, 27th Inf, 4 Co, lst Bn, |
Zhh Ig;m repulsed the attack, The artillery was firing from
DU T ot close to maximum rangs at this time, AS QMO
C Co, 2i'\Bn, 27th Inf with a Battalion Coomand Orcup departod for on L2 at
XTA07538, Thuy londed on a cold LZ. The cozpany immediately maved to the sast
(See Diagrom #8)° AS 1515 hours, the (0, lst Bn, 27th Inf and (0, 24 Bn, 27th Inf
agresd that G Co, 2d Bn, 27th Inf should roll ap the wost flank of the 'VC, It
took the company 2 hours to rcach vic XT41154) duc to tho'dense jungla, At 1515
hours, a second frontil essamult was launched against A Co, 1lst Bn, 27th Inf amd
C Co,.3d Bn, 2sb Inf, At 1520 hours C Co, 24 Bn, }at Inf had arrived in the
vicinity of XTAl553 ofter having traoveled through the heavy jungle, C Co, A
B, 1st.Inf came under heavy fira from an éxtension of thy fartifieations which
were pinming down the lst Bn, 27th Inf (=), C Co, 24 Bn, lst Inf was about 300
meters from A Co, 1st Bn, 27th Inf at this time, The CO, 1lst Bn, 27th Inf .
ordered B Co, 2d Bn, lst Inf to fill the gap between thé right flank of L Co, ist
Bn; 27th Inf and the left flank of A Co, 24 Bn, lst Inf, By 1600 hrs, 4 Co, A.
Bn, Jat Inf had broken contast and was then ordered to to the'southwest ind
cover the southeast portion of the perimeter, (See Diagrom #9) B (o, 24 B, 1ist -
Inf then was moved so that the company was orientad to the east, ilso at 1500 hurg
A Co, A Bn, 27th Inf landed at XTLO7537. 4 Co, & Bn, 27th Inf then'moved up and
assiated 1st Bn, 27th Inf in securing a FZ and evocusting casualties, At this
same time o'third frontal assauli hit the positions of A Co, lst Bn, 27th Int amd
C Coy 3d Bn, 21st Inf, At 1700 hours, it wns determined that C 22 Bn, 27th
Inf had gone too far to the north and was actually behind the VG positicns
1st Bn, 27th Inf (-), At 1715 hours C Co, 2d Bn, 27th Inf came uder henvy small
ams and automctic weapore fire, The 00, C Co, 21 Bn, 27th Inf was immadiately
killsd, The rumicing platoon Jeader took command at 1745 hours, C Cs, ‘XA Bn, 27th
Inf issculted the position in an atteopt to overcome the VG, They were unsucess~
sful. It was dotermined that the ¥VC positions
tank nnected by trench fron the buinkers were cleared

lanes which e oeters from the bunkers, These lanes had only
the underbrush élsared frow them ani on attacker could not see them unless he was
standing in one, At this tioe the (0, 2l Bn, 27th Inf threw o smole grenads, and
a PAC atsdined that C Co, 21 Bn, 27th Inf wos approximately 100 neters from lst
ms Z7th'Int (=), At 1730 hours, resupply and medivac began in lst Bn, Zth Int
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(~) orea, At 1734 the 00, 2% Bn, 27th Inf took one squad and atteapied to link
up with the lst Bn, 27th Inf, He crossed o fire lane and was killed, Alsé by %
this time, the lst Sgt, a platoori leader o~nd a platoon Sgt had been killad, Tha
coopany formed a tight perimeter, C Co, 2d Bn, 27th Inf was complstely isolated
fyon the remainder of the units on the battlsfield, it 1941 hours, C Co, 3l B, >

Ast Inf was ordered by 00, 1lst Bn, 27th Inf to conduct a night attcock in an
attempt to reach C Co, 24 Bn, 27th Inf, C Co, 2 Bn; 1st Inf intended to attack
morth and then west to relieve C Co, 24 Bn, 27th Inf, They come under heavy fire
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Lmoedi tely »nd were unable to link up with'C Co, 2d Bn, 27th-Inf, At about this /6
saee time the 4th Bn, 3lst Inf; A Co, 2d Bn, lst Inf and B Co, lst Bn, 27th Inf

who had earlier been ordered to assist lst Bn, 27th Inf (=) from the north was
ordered to withdraw and establish a perimeter vie XT424525.° (See Diagmm #10) -

As night wore on aml crippled C Co, 24 Bn, lst Inf returned, they relieved A Co, .
23 Bn, 27th Inf of responsibility for the 12 as A Co, 2d Bn, 27th Inf wes scheduled
to make a daylight attempt st rescuing her sister company, C Go, 24 Bn, 27th Inf
was ordered not to fire regardless of how many times it was probed, They were ‘
probed four times during the night, took casualties tut by this tactic the VC

were ot abla to determine exactly where the Company was located.

(8) 5 November, In the early hours, additional DUST OFF!s were
needed to evacuate the wounded of C Co, 2d Bn, lst Inf and as the lst aifcraft
came in and switched on his landing lights, the VC began a mortar attack, The
0, let Bn, 27th Inf called the aircraft and told the pilots either they had to
come in blind and land by flashlights or wait until daylight, The pilots of the
DUST OFF decidéd to come im blind and evacuated the wounded of C Co, 24 Bn, lst-
Inf by morning, As day light came, the fire fight continued, At 0745 hrs, A Co,
& Bn, 27th Inf movéd out to the east aml then north and then west to relieve C
0o, 2d Bn, 27th Inf, (Ses diagram #11) After moving 30 meters, the company came
under heavy sutomatic weapons and machine gun fire anxd immediately sust sined
8 casualties, A Co, 2d Bn, 27th Inf laid down a base of fire aml overran three
bunkers and a trench but they could not breach the VC lines, "The company again
Jaid down a base-of fire and evacuated their wounded and dead, At 0830, A Co,
position in the vicinity of XTh24546, attacked southwest in order to assist 1lst
Bn, 27th Inf (-) and C Co, 2d Bn, 27th Inf, The three companies came along
different axis and coordinated their movements between each other. At 1000 hours,
the Commanding General, 196th Inf Bde placed these three companies under the con=
trol of the CO, lst Bn, 27th Inf. The companies were navigated by sound and
smoke, B Co, lst Bn, 27th Inf was directed into the northeast corner & 1st Bn,
27th Inf perimeter, A Co, 2d Bn, lst Inf and C Co, 4th Bn, 3lst Inf were directed
into C Co, 24 Bn, 27th Inf perimeter, By 1200 hours B Co, lst Bn, 27th Inf reached
the perimeter, having received only one casualty., Also by 1200 hours, A Co, 24 Bn,
1st Inf and C Co, 4th Bn, 3lst Inf reached C Co, 2d En, 27th Inf. Upon arwival;
however, the fighting began again in the lscation of C Co, 24 Bn, 27th Inf, The
three companies were ordered to move north, west and then south to rejoin the main
force, (Disgram J2) This, the force successfully accomplished. The extraction
of C Co, 20 Bn, 27th Inf began immediately and was completed at 1400 hours, At
1610 hours, 1lst Bn, 18th Inf from the lst Inf Div landed and the extraction of l1st
Bn, 27th Inf Task Force began, At 1630 hours, C Co, lst Bn, 27th Inf withdrew,
B Cop 1lst Bn, 2Tth Inf withdrew, B (b, 1lst Bn, 27th Inf set up a secondary block,
B Co, 2d Bn, 1st Inf followed by C Co, 3d Bn, 2lst Inf and A Co, 1st Bn, 27th Inf
conducted a passage of lines through the block, At the same time artillery fire
was called in to within 25 meters of the withdrawing elements, At 1700 hours the
extraction was completa, :

* e, Phase III (5 Nov = 10 Nov was under the owomtrol of the 1lst Infantry
Division, o8
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d. Phase IV (10 MNov = 26 Nov), For a detail account of units! sctione,
see the Brigade and Battalion reports at Appermdix 2,

(1) On 7 November, following heavy contact by elemsnts of the lst Inf
Div northeast of SOUL DA, this division was ordered to start operations in the
western part of War Zone C, HQ, 2d Bde and the 2d Bn, lith Inf were ordered to
move to TAY NIMH which they accomplished on 8 Nov 66, On 9 Nov, the Div Fwd CP
along with Hq, Div Arty displaced to TAY NINH. The Div Fwd assumsd operational
control at 0930 10 Nov, The Div mission was to destroy elements of the 9th VC
Div in War Zone C, At this time, it was believed the 271st Regt (VC) was located
in the voods northesst of BAU 00 vic XI3370, An order was passed to the 2d Bde to
oconduct S&D operations to destroy the 271st Regt with priority to objective
MONKEY vié XT3370, Operations would not go further north than the 80 east west
grid lins, Guidance from COMJS NACV required that one B52 strike per day be
planned for by each division,' The operation began on 10 Nov, The 2d Bde on
that day moved the 1st Bn (1), 5th Inf and the 2d Bn, lith Inf to BAU 0O (XT2768)
to establish a fire support base, The lst Bn, 8th Arty then displaced to BAU CO,
A decision was made to open the LOC from SOUI DA to BAU CO in order to save on
helicopter support,

(2) On 11 Nov, the II FFORCEV commander attached 2d Bn (M), 224 Inf
from the 3d Bde, Ath Inf Div to the 25%th Div (-), The Div was to use the bat=
talion near GO DAU HA in order to protect against a threat from the BOI 10l -
HOBO Woods complex (XT5333), The lst Bn, 27th Inf was released from the lst Inf
Div on 11 Mov and arrived at BAU CO on 11 Nov, A serlies of operations were
conducted by this base (see diagram 11%12), The 2d Bn, l4th Inf conducted
operations from 11-l3 Nov, east of BAU 00, sending patrols as far as tle south
edge of MONKEY, The lst Bn, 27th Inf conducted an airmobile assault on the 12th
and established a base to ssarch out an area hit by a B52 strike, (See diagram ‘
13 for B52 strike areas), The 24 Bn, 27th Inf moved to BAU 00 on 12 Nov, Also :
on the same day elements of the 196th Inf Bde (LT)(SEP) were released from lst
Inf Div, The 1lst Bn (M), 5th Inf conducted a S&D operation north of BAU CO and
established on 12 lov a base which was later called Fire Support Base #1 in the
vicinlty XT275790, The 2d Bn (M), 224 Inf established three compsny bases north :
of GO DAU HA and BAO DON with the mission of conducting operations south of the ; i
BOI IOI Woods. On the morning of 12 Nov, the battalion was given orders to 3 )
secure the Rt 22 bypass in the vicinity 6f CAU KHOI Plantation in the vicinity '
XT24.5, The Bn made this move on 13 Nev, On 14 Nov, the battalion mission again
changed, this time because of & change of mission for the division, The .° .
division!s mission changed from a search and destroy mission to reconnaissance
in force astride Route #4 to KATUM and be prepared to move north and smize objeo=
tives in the vicinity of the Cambodian Border or to move southesast to seize BO )

DUC. The 2d Bn (M), 22d Inf was attached to the 2d Brigade on 14 Nov, The Brigade 3 b
therefore had 2 mechanized battalions, 3 infantry battalions and 2 artillery
battalions, The 2d Bn, 1st Inf took over the mission of guarding the Route #22
Bypass and the plantation, At that time the division wes directed to construct :

a Special Forces camp in the vicinity of Fire Support Base #1 prior to the {
complstion of the operation, Though this mission was later rescindeq, it did make X
the division keep the Fire Support Base at BAU 00 open longer than intended,

(o I PE)Torit
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Fire Support Base #2 in the vicinity of XT270865 was estublished by ths 1st Bn 14

(M), 5th Inf and the 24 Bn (M), 22d Inf on 15 lov, Two batteries of artillsry

were then moved to the area, local operations were oconducted in the vicinity o

both Fire Support Bases for several days, The base at BAU (0 was closed on 17 -

Nov 66 and the 2d Bn, lith Inf moved back to TAY MIMi, On 18 Nov, the lst Ba (M),

Sth Inf drove north and prepared to recon east of KATUM, The 1st Bn (M), Rth

Inf est.blished a base north of KATUM in the vicinity of XT9627. The battalion

conducted operations in the area until the 22d, The 1st Bn, 27th Inf moved from

Fire Jupport Base #) to Fire Support Bise #2 on the 18th, A series of combat '

assaults were oonducted from 20=23 llov, The 2d Bn, l4th Inf conducted one the

20th in the vicinity of XT204803, where the 2d Bn (M), 22d Inf had a gharp fire

fight the day before, They conducted another on ths 2lst to establish a temporary

fire support bass to support the Aero=Rifls Platoon, D Troop, 3d Sadn, 4th Cav

vhich exploited a B52 strike next to the border, The 1st Bn, 27th Inf conducted

a oombat assault on 21 Nov and another on 23 Nov, The decision was made not to

move the 1st Bn (M), 5th Inf southeast to the BO TUC area, Rather, the 24 Bn '
27th Inf conducted an air assault into the area on the 22d, On the 23d, the 1lst

Bn (M), 5th Inf moved back to Fire Base #l and then secured Fire Base #0 in the |
viedinity of XI1977 on 2 Nov with one company, The majority of units moved baci ;
to base camp on 2 Nov and the operation terminated on 25 Nov for all exsept the 1
lst Bn (M), 5th Inf which conducted a recornaissance to TRAI BI (XT1170). ' '

12, RESULTS:
Egenw Losses: _

a, Personnel, _ #

VC KIA (BC) 254
VC KIA (poss) 237
vce
vecs
Detainses 19

b, Equipment:
(1) Ceptured:

Field Expedient Rocket Launcher
60 mm Mortar

IMJ9 Grenade Laundher
Shotguns
CHICOM SMG
Thompson SMG
BAR
GIIOOM Assanlt Rifles
GHICOM 7,62 Rifles
CHICOM Carbines
Ml Rifle
Russian Rifk a

Bo
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French MAS=34 Rifle
Rifle (typs unknown)
Eomemede rifle

US Carbines

9um Pistold
Homemsde Pistols
Cross Bow

Dart Gun

RFO=2 Rocket Rounds
60xm Mortar Rounds
Small Arms Ammunition
Claymore Mines

AP Mines

Rifle. Grenades

Hand Grenades

AT Mines

Rice

Beans

Canned Food

Mk, 8os cans
Salt
Peamts

Bugls ' :
Mlitary Radio, portable
s St

Bicycles
Medicine
w, 100 lh bagl
i x 12" Jumber
Sulfs drugs

Sals

Epsom
Medical Supplies
Clothirg

Cord

Radio, transistor, commercial
Cooking oil
Batteries

"D¥ handls Shovels
Msdical Uniforms
Pills (typs unknown)
Gas Masks

Chinese SM: Magasine
Binoculars

<5 Cal MG Barrel
Radio Transmitter
12,72m Hvy MG Barrels

-Wheeled Mounts

Puses, Electrical
l_!otrimrators

CeVF g?éru T,031
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Underground Fortifications
Punji Pits
Fozholes

"D% Handle Shovels
Bicycles

Motor, outboard
Acid itype unknown )
Rice mill
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Friendly Losses (Phase I, 1, III, IV)

a, Personnel
. e A6 Be 22h Inf D (=)
KEA - 53 [*A
WHA 399 342
DoW b
)

bo Equipmm

4 ton 150
Wrecker 5T
Tractor 5T
113 PC

13, /DMINLSTRLTIVE MLTTERS.

a, loglistics, Por a listing of logistic préblems encountered
see the /fter Action Report of the 25th Inf Div SUPQOM (App 2).

B, Signal, The circults estzblished to suppoft this aperation
are described in the 125th Signal Bn After Lction Report (App 2).

15, CIVIC HCTION .ND FSYCHOLOGXCAL OPER/TIONS.

a., Civle liction 412 not become a part d Operation ATTIEBORO

to a measurcble degree, Thia was dus to 2 lack of civilian populace in the
A0, particulary in War Zafie C, Ln element of the 196th Bde did conduct one
MEDCAP at BEN RUNG (XT32/0), a VC deminated homlet in the C.U KHOI rubbes
plantation, treating 207 patients, This battalion was statieally deployed'in
the area of this hamlet for a prolonged period én 2 route security mission, An.
incident occured on 19 Nov when a lst Div tank struck and seriously injured
a elderly mm, Be subsequently passed away and was identified as the 3d
ranking bishop of the CAO DAI Tample of TAY MIMi., The (G, 196th Bde and his
85 accompanied by the TAY NIMH Province Chief immediately paid their respects
to the ranking CAO DAI Bishop expressing their regrets, Solatium was pald and
the bishop was most impressed by their exprassion of concerm and sympathy,
There was 1little PSYOP exploit possible. during the operstion due to a lack of
HOI CGH.NH, and few prisoners were taken, Leaflots and loudspeaker tapes were

and utilized by the 196th Ble and by the diviaion PSYOP saction in
support of the 2d Bde, In'future aperations, each Bde must plan dally application
of FSIOP activities as 2 regular support adjunct to their tactical plens, Diw
PSYOP developed ond locally reproduced an outline strip map which wes distributed
with CHIEU HOL leaflets and NSC passes prier to operations in the KATUM area
{X¥3093) in an effort to rezch any possible. returnees who might be located in
this awea, The total leaflets distributed and loudspecker missions flown
follow with genaral subject themes: -

Total = 2,697,000 leaflets

CenEFrDERT I
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14 loudspeoker missions

2%
a, G & ﬁ% PSYOP Co 19éth RMe
CHIEU HOX 780,000 1,377,000
Fower, Scare 435,000 ,000
Roward for weapons or info 105,000 . 50,000
Loudspesker missioms *8 6

~ %NOTE: . Figure includes 3 days of "o Dosa' missions,
b, B52 strikes ware exploitad by quantity leaflet drops by the 2A46th
(b. No Civie /ction/PSYOP evaluation of population and ottitudes was possible
becase of the sparsely populated nature of the general L0.

15, Gc-nnden Analysia., An after action eriti gza by [ am.c end
attached infantxy oomndaru was conducted on 29 Nov r?

- FOR THE COMMANDER:

1

1& $ Inols wi X

\ 2 Combat Opns After Action
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__ CONFIDENTIAL _

Hohl Jushlea S
250H AVLA1ICH calTALION (INF D1V)
AFO 96225

15 Uecember 1966

Combat Operations After Action heport (U)

Counanding General
25th Infantry uivision
ATIN: G3

-4FQ US Forces 96225

Op.r. tion attluboro,
(U) BalkS O OPERATICN: 1lth tirough 25th Noveubor 1966,
(U) LOCATICN: Tay Ninh Frovinece,

(U). CONTHOL G COHMND HEADQUIRTKRS: 25th Infentry Division.

(U) REPQRTING CFPICER: LTG Edw-rd F, Dovis, Coiiandimg Officer,
25th Aviation Bottalion,

(C) TASK CRGANIZATI(N:

a, CONTROL HEADQUARTwt.S: Headquarters, 25th Aviation sattalion,
b, ASSIGNLD O OFsiAWIONAL COHTHOL: '

Co A, 25th-aviation Hattalion

Co b, 25th Aviation battalion

170th Aviation Co, AFO 96316 (OMCUN)

175th Aviation Co, AFC 96357 (UFCWs)
c. OThun UNITS UnDe 25TH AVIATIGN BATTLLION COMTHOL Flh FOR1IONS

Or THe OrERATICNS

Headquarters, 145th Aviation Battalion (~), IO 96227.
56th Transportation Co (-), A0 96307,

Tist aviation Co (-), AYO 96227.

116th Aviation Co (-), LiC 96225

118th aviatton Co (-), ArG 96227
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7.
8,
9.

CONFIDENTIAL
128th Avi-tion Co (<), ArC 362€9
162nd Avi-tion Co (=), A.C 96289
147th aviztion Co (l.ed), AFO 96291
178th Avistion Ce (hed), APC 96289

(‘J) SLa.C‘lT;AG Ful.Ll: N/A
(V) Bielflo .G N/A

W The 25th iviction bett-licn (+) previded :.vizticn suppert

.(C)
to the 25th Infentry Division during the conduct of Cperation Lttleboro to
include cviction corbet zsscults, sericl supply, cowrand and control zircraft,
gerisl reconnzissance, ared helicopter surport, and artillery repcsitioning.

1C,

2
e

Durirg the veriod 11-24 i.cverber 1966 tie 25th Avirticn .attolien

est-tlished = fcrwerd comcnd post, vicinity Tey Minh ® est Airfield (X11651).
The 145th Aviztion Lettrlion Feadquarters (-), 170th Aviaticn Co, and 175th
Avi-tion Co co-locoted treir elererts with tine 25th Avi-tion 3dattalion forwird
coumand post, Other supporting aviation units couzuted fron hone station on .
d2ily or rission besis, as reguired.

b,

Tle over-ll corntrolling re~dcunrters for aviction support during

Operction attleboro wes trne 25th Aviaticn 3attzlion, The 145th Avi tion
snttelion wes utilized cos the controlling headquarters for a1l troop lift
Lissions,

(C) il CUTICL:

o
e

The 25th Avi:iion .cztt:lion ~nd supporting zvintion units corduct-

ed the follewing troop noveients during the period 11-24 hove.ber 14,56:

Tite 1.0Vis£aT LiFa.inY bilonlION INFainY CAFAMY
Comb:t ~ss:ults 10 lone
kxtrsctions 1C i.one
repositions 5 1

b,

A totzl of sixteen irtillery Lattery rerositionings were conducte.

by ~ttached CheL7 helicorters,

Ce

A totel of 5,656 flying rours were flown by units wuder tie ccntrel

cf tie 25th Aviction rettrlion during tie period 11-24 i.oveuber 1966. A
detciled -nalysis of these totcls is included s TAu A.

¢
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12, (C) RhSULYS: CoNFIDENT/ARL

a, lo frivndly aviation personncl were wounded in ection,

b. h total of 4 VC were KBan (LC). A total of 3 VC were KBan (FGo3).

13. (C) ADMINISTAATIVL yAT.LIS:
a, Supply: Adegunte

L, hointenaince: Adequote. Supporting aviation units rototud zir-
croft frou. hows stotion or nerrby fixed focilitics to puerforr. crgonisgationsl
~nd dircot support woirtencnce,

c. Treatment of casualtios and evacuation and hospitalisation:N/i.
d. Transportetion: N/a,
¢, Coununications: hAdequate,

f. ledical Lvacuation: N/A,

1. (U) SPECIALA LQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES: N/A
/

15, (C) COMhANDER 'S /NALYSIS AND KECQhMENDATIONG:

a, Guneral,

(1) artillery firing during tre conduct of airmobile operations
Lnioh wred troop carricrs and enbarked personncl.

(a) uviscussion: Infantry Battalion srtillsry Liaison
Lilicers aboard C4C aireraft were not able to provide tinely control of fires
during airmobile lifts. Ghis difficulty is attributed to employment of
=riillery units fron several fire sup,ort bases in support of sewcural
rorouver units. the Artillery LNO in the C8C aircraft controlled only those
fires in support of the bzttalion conducting the airmobile assault,

(b) hecowuwendation: /rtillery Liaison Ufficers cbozrd C&C
&ircraft during the conduct of airmobile operations nust be frown an cchelon
tizt is capable of ccntrolling all urtillury fires which have en influence on
tie cxecution of the 2irmolile operation.

(2) ‘Gwo ..viation nattaiion Feadquarters are ncither required nor
desirable for an opu.ation of Lik scope shcouniired in Bu.ration ttlsboro.

(a) wuiscussion: 1he vivision's orgenic avistion battalion
is czpabtle of controllinr tactical and logistical supjort for tactical opir-
ations of thu nognituae cricountured in Cpuiation ittlcboro. augnuntetion is
recuired in rOL dispensing systei.s end pathfinders. The addition of another
aviation battzlion hecdquartcrs scrves to increase the chain of cammunications
¢nd coordinetion required to exceutc a _iven mission, The additlon of a secend

headcuarters cruates a structure wiiich becowss unweildy when taciical 1lift
recuirimonts end logisticel lift recuiral.uts are intermoshed utilizing the

a€ CONFIDENT/IAL
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CON FIPENTIAL
(b) Reeonzendetion: Thet the Division's organic Aviation
Eattelion be utilized to conduct and control all sirtobile activites in sup-
port of operations cuploying tacticel forces of the size vncountured in Cpore-
tion Attleboro, '

(3) Airfield operating personncl imet be auguonted wien operot-
ing forward cirficld fecilities,

(a) Discussion: In addition to opcreting the forward
eirfiold, forwerd refueling, end forwerd rearaing aress, the ~viaticn battel-
ion wes responsible for the noruel operation of tne bivision fasc A-rfield
ot Cu Chi, Approxiunately seventy percent of the aviation bLettalion airfield
opereting personrel were required for the sustained opcration of ihe forwerd
freilitics at Tey Ninh “est Airficld. Only thirty psrecnt of the personncl
repained at the Base Airfield, thoreby dresiteally reducing the operating
comability of the zirfiecld,

(b) hecomucndati-n: Thet the requirsignt for th. peraonnel
end equipnent to opercte the division forwerd cirficld control tower be
rleced on USAkV on 2 nission besis. The 125th Adr Treffic Control Cowpeny
bes the additional mission of opsrating forwerd airficlds on a nission request
bceis, A luticn arriwd at Ly the lst Infantry Civision is to use & sup-
port baticlion for the opsrat:on of the facilities in the forwerd arce.

(4) Scperste refucling creas and adequate IQL dispensing
equipnent for CE-47 and UF-l aircreft arc ussvntizl to officiently utilize
#11 eveileble daily oporzting hours of sircraft lift csscts,

(=) Discussion: CE-47 aircreft refucling requires approxi-
Letcly thirty ninutes por cirereft utilizing the stendard 120C gellon POL
dispeneing ' =ck. retiorn of one 1200 gollan truek pur two operating CE-47's
is recus.=d to ¢.relude refueling delsys, UN-l aircraft rofucling eress end
dispinsing systews unst be capable of refucling & rininuw of ten troop carricr
aircreft and two srued helicopters at onv tine. This is best aceonplished
throuzh the use of six, 100 G portable dispunsing rucps.

-4 Hecorawndation: That separate refucling areas be
csteb.ishod for CH-47 and UH-l zireraft on ell future operaztions.

(5) Fathfinder requirencnts for the conirel of siuultencous
activitics involving troop lifts cnd rusupply by eirtobile light conzinies
end artillery or huavy squipnent displocecuent by CH-47 rircreft excoeds tic
copebility of the Division's orgenic pethfinder delacliunt,

(2) Discussion: The personnsl .nd vquipment of tiv vivis-
ion's organic pathfincer detochrent will psmuit sinultencous operaticon in threo

crees at onc tiwe, Dur Oporation Lttlctoro, pet:findsrs were frecucntly
required to operate simuilx.lganeg:ualy‘in six areas: Three locctions working

Cl'-47 loeding or unloecding, onc UH-1D rcsupply ores, one troop packup zone -
end one staging eree for reaction forces,

(v) Recourcndeticn: The Division's pethfinder detachuent
be sugmented with a detaciuent of pctifindurs frow the unit providing CH-47
supyrort,
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(6) Aviction reguirewents for toctical operations and logisticel
suppcrt nust be considered sirulteneouvsly,

(2) Discussion: Avirtion recuirensnts constently exceeded
cviction assets for 2 given day. It is a nmst ti:av the unit coonander be
cppreised of avistion assets and consider tie requirewents for tacticel
operstions and logistical support siuultaneously, The conuander nust consider
the effect of ezch of these areas upon the otlier and how he cen best ccon-
plish the uission.

(b) hecommendstion: Thct the unit logistical representative
end the aviation laision officer be brought into the tacticzl planning as
early as possible, This will enable complete plans to be formmlated and
presented to the comnander for a decision only after all aspects of the opers
ation have been considered,

(7) Requirerents for UH-1D couiicnd and control airercft
derlete the svistion airlift capability, ‘

(a) Discussion: All requirersnts for C & C aircreft mmst
be taken from available total 1ift assets, This reduces the cepebility of
the aviation unit to perforw its mission of troop lift or aerizl resupply.
During Operation Attleboro, four UF-1D eircraft were utilized for C&C by
the Erigede, Under this concept, and assuming a two brigade operztion, the
assets of one lift company will be required to support C&C requirements,

(b) Ghecoruendntion:

1. ‘nat the OH-23 capability of the Dbrigade be used
to provide C&C aircreft for ground couumcnders not engaged in airuobile
operaticns,

2. Esch brigede be furnished one UE-1D for C& to
auguent assigned CH-23s.

(8) Flanning of eviation support Lust consider the effects of
cdverse weather and darimess.

(a) Discussion: it is desirable to con;lete &1l eviation
operations during deylighit hours. idght operations nezr the border and
over undefined terrain asre hazardous. Adverse wezther, i.e. early morning
fog and late afternoon thundershowers, rust always be considered zs possi-
bility., The effect of these liuitzticns on the mission must Le considered
by the commander,

(b) hecomendetion: That ewphasis and consideration be
rlaced on the possibility of adverse weather end darkness when planning an
operztion, Alterncte courses of action should be established.

(9) The deterxdnation of overzll eviztion requirenents to
support & given oreration Lust copsider tie rctztion of units for Lainterance
down tine,
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(c) Discussion: Neither the Division nor supporting
aviation companies possesses the cajability to displace adequate . and
DS waintenance support to forward locations to sustain the high flying
hour derands which were inposed during Cperation Attleboro,

(b) HKecoumendation: Frovisions wnust be uade to statllite
aviation units on & rajntenance facility near the bzse of de;rloynent for a
rortion of their Q. and 211 of t..eir DS raintenance or rave sufficient
letitude in aviastion assets &vailable versus denands so as to permit rotation
of units, or portions thersof, to howe stetion for naintenance,

b. Tactical Cperations.

(1) be difficul-ies were encountered during airuobile operetions.
This is attributod *o the extensive glriohile experience of tie units of the
2nd Lrigede to include the planning, coordinztion end execution of cowbat
assaults,

(2) Tine factors for the ainuobile deployusnt of artillery unite
nust consider the eimiobile exrerience level of these units,

(a) Disoussion: The ability of an artillery unit to meet
average, expected airiobile deplcyusnt tines is directly properticnal to
the airnobile training and experience of that unit, Attenpts to move such
units by aimiobile 1cans during tae rapid pace of cowbat orerstions can Lave
a serious imprct on the entire grounc tactical rlan if this factor is not
considered and appropriate allowances nade,

(b) Recomendation: Tizt artillery units without previous
airuobile experience be enployed where tine factors are not critical, and
where feasible, assistance be provided by personnel frou experienced units,

(3) Three CH-47 aireraft are nor.ally adequste for the rapid
displaceisnt of a 105w Artillery Lattery for one-way distances up to 30
Kiloneters, An increase in aircreft above t..is nuuber offers no increase
in expediting the displaceisunt,

(a) Discussion: The dstertining fector in short distance
displacecuent of artillery units is tie speed with which a unit cun rig its
eouipuent for movenent, 1.¢ allocetion of lift aircraft above tict level
which the unit ca: landle, only results in inefficient use of aircraft.

(b) teconwendetion: Thut extrens care be utilized in
determining and scheduling aircraft for heavy lift roquirewents, Tie UH=47

liasion officer is best able to assist 2 unit in detenuining the wexinu
nwber of eircraft widch s unit can efficiently dtilize feor a rapid nove.

c, Acriel Resuprly.

(1) An adequate resupply steging area, properly organized and
controlled, is essentizl. '
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_ (a) UDiscussion: UE-1D aerizl resupply wes iLeirered init-
iclly by lack of adequate resupply stoging crea, This wes liter renedied
cnd positive control and coordination pum itted efficicnt noveuent of sup=
Plics to tie units in the field,

(b) HRecommendation: <rior to an oper.tion, deteiled
Planning .ust be directed toward establisiiing the resupply stoging arees.,

(2) Avietion suprort of tli wegnitude required during Uperzticn
kttleboro is derendent on eerly anticip.tion cf the ground unit's require-
ments end tincly pessage of informuztion to supporting aviction battalion.
Liasion Officers frow the aviaticn bettalion and CF-47 unit, located in the
Brigade forwerd com.and post were found to bw indispensible,

e
T

(z) Discussion: Upon receipt of tie cunuletive daily
sortie requests, the Drigade S~3, brigede Aviation Cfficer and the Aviation
Lizisjon Officers ccnsidered the validity of the request, established prior-
ities and computed the aircraft requirewents for the following day. '

(b) fecorrendation: Thet MMM lzision officers be utilized
on all future operctions of this nagnitude, '

\ _

(3) Unit ecuipuent and supply displecerent by cirmobile ncans
uwust be controlled by & representative of the highest headquarters being
displaced.

(a) Discussion: A single represcrtative vested with the
cutherity to act in accordance with tiie ground cownanders desires and suppert-
ed with edequate communications nust be rresent to direct pethfinder personnel

during the displacerent of a unit's ecouip.ent an1.d suprlies. 1in tlie the absince

of sucu & representative of the ground caw.ander, with an adequate coununi-
cations cepebility, pethfinder personnel are left without proper guidence
should a situction arise which necessitetes a ciia: ge in priority or sequence
of events,

(b) Reconusndation: That a steff representative of the
hieadquarters being displaced, with necessary comuunicetions cquiment rerain
at the displacewent site to lond guidance to pathfinder rerscnnel during the
conduct of the displaceient,

(4) A certral agency is necessary to establish rcsupply requir-
cLents and priority of noverent. .

(2) UDiscussicn: The irigade designotud en individuel wio
rceeived and consclidated tihe logisticel reouireccrnts fcer 211 cf tle Laneuver
and fire surport clencnts, Be coordineied lopasticel recuircicnts in view
of of tacticzl requirerents and pricritics ustab.is!ed for acrizl resuyrly.
tech battalion further eveluated and csloblisied proorities witiin toeir
¢ssigned block of sorties,

(b) Recounendetion: Tr:t tue crigade designete & indavi-

dual to function as a center azgeirc; for consolideting resu;prly recuireuents
and sstablishing tire priority of noverent of supilics for 2ll units of tie

Eripade 1esk Fcrce, :
2y <oV FIDENTIAL
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(5) hccuretc forecasting of logisticzl recuireients Ly supported
units is cssentiel.

(a) Discussion: Icr routine cperstions, it 1s cssential
that deily logisticel require.snts forecest be accurate and exprussed in

teria of sorties, 1in genersl, the following sortie requirvients wepe average
for this operation:

Do ILY hinSUl LY SCRTILG
UB=1D SQ.T1c5 CH-4? SCrliud

Bde Hg 4=5 None

Inf bn 15-1& one

Lech Bn 22-2¢ : 2 (FOL) (20 Barrels per
scrtie)

Arty Biry None 5 (4 Atno, 1 weter trailer)

DiILY CARGC Lu{l1aCilON SCRI1nS

Uk-1D SORTILS Gi 50T ibd
kde Hq 1 None
Inf Bn 5-7 None
Lech bn 10-12 1 (&upty FOL barrels)
Arty Etry None 1

CARGC SCLTLLS Lot UTKED 10 fiue (ST ION UtdiS

CH=47 SORTTL.S
Bde Hg 8
Inf bn . 1
l.ech Bn
Arty bn 13-19

(b) fecornnendation: Th-t stendarized initial supply
sortics be esteblished for units besed on unit tectical enploynent., That
Unit S-4's estetlish trpicsl daily aerisl resupply requirenents for eech
individual unit to eliidnete the accunulition of suprlies in the foward
location,

(6) A deily mesting of aviestion and logi:ticzl rupresentistives
to review 211 requirenents is essentizl.,

ConFIpEN T 18L
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(a) Discussion: Threughout the operstion, the daily
necting (2100 hrs) of the avietion and logistical represcrtotives was wost
beneficial, This neeting pernitted = discussion of the day's eetivitics,
eveluation and establishient of the coning day's require.ents, and the
resolution of any problew or difficultics wlick iay hove arisen during the
current day's orerations,

(b) Recomiendstion: Trat this reeting be uade o Lotter
of regular prectics,

(7) It is desirable thet Loving units establish ¢ right base
carly enough to recuive resupply during deylight hours, Tre ares choscn
sheuld be large encugh for multieireraft rosupply.

(2) Discussion: Cn sevirul occasions units failed to
csteblish a night base in sufficient tire te receive resurrly during day-
light, Adverse weothe: coubined with darkness could heve prevented the
unit's receiving eritiesl supplivs on several occasions.

: (v) hecoLuendstion: Th:t noving units atte.pt to
¢steblish a2 resuprly bese in sufficient tire to receave rasurply during
dc;light hours. That this bese be capable of eccoudating five zircraft
siuultanecusly whenever the tacticel situsticn and terrain peruits,

(8) herisl resupply of ertillery anmunition cen be greetly
expedited by prepecked loads,

{a) Discussion: The pecking of ertillery amnunition for
aeriel dslivery is quite tine conswing, The prepecking of loads during
period of very liglt requircuents will preclude an inturruption in flow
during periods of heavy requircuents,

(v) Keconrendation: Thet artillery acranition be pre-

packed and rigged for sircraft sling loads to Leet norual resupply and
eLErEGNCY resupply require; ents,

e 10Dy

1 Incl ¢ wDsiD F. DAV1S
as LIC, Aruor
Caup.anding

DUNGHADED AT 3 YEAL INITRLVALS;
DUGLASSIFIsD AFiLi. 12 YEALS
LOD DIh 5200,10
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TAB A, Sumrery of kircraft Flying Fours, Cperation Attleboro Ery
1, The following is o swaary of the airersft flying hours for units
in direct suprort of the 25th Infantry Division during (peration attleboro
frou 11-24 hoverber 1966,
UindT HCURS
11th Combet Avietion Battalion 1,100
145th Caubet Aviation BFattalion 1,334 . !
22nd Combat Support Aveition En. 407
170th Avietion Conpeny 921 ,
175th Avistion Compeny . 1,020
4 Co, 25th Avietion Bettalion 724 {
i [

by b Co, 25th Aviation Battalion 328
' TOT.L FLYDG KCULS 5,658
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VGPARTHENT OF THE
FRADGUARTEHNE | 25TH INFANTRY DIVIBIW ARTILIERY

ADJ San Frencisco 96225
AVDGN_op 12 Deocesber 1966

»
SUBJECT:  Combat Operetions After Agtion Report (RCS/J3/32)
, T0s Comanding General
- zg'm‘lnfmt m.u-aon

APO 9625

1. BAIE: Operation Attleboro. -
2, DeIE OF OFFR.TION: 3 Nov thru 25 Now 660

3, l0GTION: Western Binh Duong Province and Northern Tay Finh
Provlnoq.

he W: z5t.h Infentry Division,
W Colonel Daniel B Willisme
6o ToSK ORCANTZATION AND COMYMNIER; N
mnmd.ton, 8th Artillery (LTC Jmucm, e-:.)
Btry 4 (1-3 Nov, 12 Now-25 Nov)
Btry B
Btry C
i, BETY'A, 26 Boy 13th Arty (9-23-Nov).
By A (l.). 2080, T7th Arty (22-2) lov)
" Btry'B, 3 Bn, mm: (5 Nov)
34 Battalion, 12th Artillory (LTO Billy B Nichojas, Ondg)
Btry 4 (~) (9 Now-25 Nov)
Btry B (=) (917 Nov, 2025 Hov)
Plat Btry D (9 Now-25 Nov) .
. NPPGETOU MNGH
at.x-yc, 24 Bn, 32d Arty; G3; Rednf 1st Div Arty and 25th Div Arty.
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Strategic Air Goymand provided extensive B-52 strikes,. .

N R R T,
TN

7%h Air Force pmvi@géf_ direct air support.
25th Aviation Battalion Prqvided UH=-1D aircraft,

184th Aviation Compdny pFovided OL aircraft, |
147th Aviation Company provided Giloi7 aircraft, R

178th Aviation Compeny provided CH47 aircraft,

8, JINTELLIGENCE: Reports indicated thet contact had been mede with
elements of the 9th VC Division during the week of 1 November. The 196th
Light Infantry Brigade imade contact with the 10lst NVA Regiment and the
273d VC Regiment of §h§ 9th VC Diviaion, In.the dreas of Nui Ba Den the
lst & 2d Battalionsg, 70th Regiment were éncounterdd, . After 9 November
there was no major contact with either VC op NVA,' The area of operation
was a VC stronghold with many caches. The total: Hatorial egptured-or
destroyed wes the largest of the war, ~* .: - * . . . =~ '

9, uISSION: For the 25th Infantry Division Artillery, Operstion
ATTIEHORO ig divided for édnvenience into three phases with elements of
the command executing ngigned miggions ag noted below: '

Phase 1 (1-4 Nov) Reinforce fires 6f
Brigade, R S

196th Light Infantry
. ., Phase 2 (5-11-Nov) Reinforce lst Infantry Division Artillery,
o :Ehaé:élé (12-25 Nov) Provide direct and generel support for the
committed organic.and attrched maneuver elements of the 25th Infantry-
m.vi’ion.. BERT el R . .

10, EmCUTiON:

8+ 1 November:: Battery A, lst Battalion, 8th Artillery became
the first clement of the command to become engaged in Operation ATTLEBORO,
Initially an alert was received to move one 105mm howitzer battery to Tay
Ninh at 1045 hrs., At 1144 hrs the requirement was changed to move the
battery to Dau Tieng by air movement, - The movement to Dau Tieng was ini-
tiated at 1400 hrs and the battery closed vicinity XT 492 473 at 2200 hrs
having utilized 17 Cli-4,7 sortiea. The battery wes assigned the mission of
reinforcing the 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery,

bo 2 November: Battery A, lst Battalion, 8th Artillery contin-
ued its mission of reinforcing the 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery at Dau
Tieng, In order to provide medium srtillery fire, Battery C (-), 3d
Battalion, 13th Artillery displaced from vicinity Go Dau Ha to vicinity
Truong Mit (XT 398394) closing at 1130 hre and was assigned the mission
of GS; reinforce 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery,

ce '3 i&vmber: The build up of artillery support continued as
a Platoon of Battery B, 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery (attached to 3d

| C‘ON_F'/DE{v*r/AL. - .
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Battalion, 823 Artillory) was moved to vicinity Soui Da (XT 349579)e

25 Battery A lst Battalion, &:h Artillery and Baitery C (~), 3d Battalion,
A13th Artillery remeired in place and continued their missjons., Enemy
aciivity indicated sunstantial enaﬂ' strength and resulted in three
friendly casualties (1 KI& and 2 WIA) in the lst Battalion, 8th Artillery,

~ " de, 4 Novembers Battery &, lst Battalion, 8th Artillery was
at'tached.tp’; the 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery effective OQ0L hours, The
battery fired in support of both the lst and 24 Battalions, 27th Infantry,
The lst Battalion, 27th Infantiy became heavily engaged at 1200 hours
end wag'pinned down by heavy automatic weapons fire, The enemy attacked
Company 4, let Battalion 27th Infantry using human wave assaults, but
was repulsed with the aid of fires from Battery A, The enemy atiecked
again at 1300 hours and was agein repulsed with the aid of Battery A's
fireso ‘On 5 November surveillance of the dréa by an infantry element
crediteéd Battery A for 25 VC KIA" {body count) and 150 VC KIA (possible),
The positjoning of artillery to support -thé ops-ation consinued with a
Platoon of Battery B, 3d Battalion, 13th‘Artillery (attached to 3d
Battalizn, 82d Artillery) moving to Soui De (XT 349575) joining the pla—
toon already there, In addition, Battery 4, 2d Battalion, 13th Artillery
displaced from Cu Chi Base Camp to Tay Ninh Base Camp closing at 2130 ‘e
hours and wes attached to the 3d Battalion, 8d Artillery, Battexry C (=),
3d Battalion, 13th Artillery displaced from vicinity Truong Mit to vici-
nity Go Dau Ha (XT 414239) where it remained for the rest of the operation
in support of convoys traversing Highway #1 and #22 eontributing indirect-
ly to the success of Operation ATTD%}’ORO' N

6o 5 Novembers Battery A, lst Battalion, 8th Artillery re-
mained at Dau Tieng and along with other elements of the 196th Light
Infantry Brigade were placed under the operetional control of the lst
Infantry Division, A command group from the lst Battalion, 8th Artillery
moved from Cu Chi to vieinity Souwl Da (XT 349579) by CH.47 closing at
0855 hours and agsumed control of Battery B, 3d Battalion, l3th Artillery.
Battery A, 2d Battelion, 13th Artillery displaced from Tay Ninh to Soui
Da and was attazhed to the lst Battalion, 8th Artillery closing at 1000 : :
honrs, The Platoon of Baitery D, 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery which was §
attached to the 2d Be‘talion, 32d Artillery and positioned at Tay Nimh -
with conciarrence of II Fleld Force Vietnam Artillery was directed to
move to Soui Da and to become attached to Battery B, 3d Battalion, 13th
Artillery, Maintenance difficultiss precluded 1 howitzer from moving,

i however, the platoon less the 1 howitzer displaced to Soui Da closing

k at 1815 hours and was attached as stated, The second howitzer was re~
paired with a pa=t aivlifted from Cu Chi Lo Tay Winh the night of 5~6
November and di.eplaced to Soui Da closing at O6L7i5 hours. At 2400
heurs the coxmand zro:p relinquished control of the two batteries which
vere then placed uncer control of the lst Infantry Division,

} fo 6 November: At 000l elements previously under the control i
of the cammand group, lst Battalion, 8th Artillery were attached to the H

} lst Infantry DIvision. The commend group returned to Tay Ninh closing at ;

1235 hours, At %h:l.a gint 21l elements of the command that were support-— 3

ing Operatian ; were either a’tached to or under the operaticnal

} ocontrol of the lst Infantry Division, ;

CONFEIRENTIAL
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8¢ 7 November: The cantrol group from the lst Battalion, 8th 2%

Artillery displaced from Tay Ninh to Cu, Chi by ground convoy closing at
1828 hours, e o . :

- 4hy 8 Novembers:-, At 1200 houps information was received that the
tactical CF of the 2d Brigade,.25th Infantry Division would move to Tay
Niph immediately, 1st Battalion, 8th Artillery (-) was attached to the
2d Brigade Task Force as of 1200 hours'and wes to move with the brigade,
At 1515 hours the 1lst Battalion, 8th Artillery departed Cu Ghi for Tay
Ninh closing at 1835 hours, At about 1800 hours the Divisicn Artillery
was alerted to move ‘a forward command post to Tay Ninh and the: 3d Bat-
talion, 13th Artillery (-) to Soui Da an.9 November,: '

© 1, 9 November: The 25th Infantry Division Artillery forward
CP displaced from Cu Chi to 'Tay Ninh Base Camp and established.a forward
tactical CP vieinity XT 165520 closing at 1200 hours, The 3d Battalion,
13th Artillery (~) displaced from Cu Chi to Soci Da (XT 343577) eloeing
at 1400 hours and assumed control of its organic wnits already there, -
At that time the 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery (-) was comprised of cle-
ments of Headquarters, Headquarters & Service Battery, Battery A (=), -
Battery B (~) and a Platoon of Battery D, The battalion was placed undeyr
the operational contra) of the lst Infantry Division, Battery 4, 24
Battalion, 13th Artillery was released from control of the lst Infantry
Division and displaced to Tay Ninh Base Camp closing st 1630 hours where
it was attached to the lst Battalion, 8th Artillery and prepared for air
movement , : : ,

- - Jo 110 November: At 0600 hours the 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery
reverted to control of the 25th Infantry Division and wes assigned ths
mission of GS; reinforce 1st Battalion, 8th hrtillery, 4 battalion comm
mand group and Battery B, 1lst Battalion, .8th Artillery moved by air to
vicinity Bau Tam ‘XT 276685) using 29 Cﬁ—lﬂ sorties closing at 1810 hours.

Battery.A, 3d Baittalicn, 82d Artillery was relecsed from control of the

lst Division and returned to Tay Ninh Base Camp closing at 1840 hours,

.. Ke 1l November: Battery A, 2d Battalion, 13th Artillery and
Battery D, lat Battalion, 8th Artillery displaced from Tay Ninh to vici-
nity Bau Tam (XT 276685) utilizing 41 CH-47 sorties, The forward CP of
the 34 Batialion, 824 4rtillery returned to Tay Ninh completing the
active participation of that battalion in Operation ATTLEBORO, The enemy
avtacked the Tay. ilinh Base Camp with rifle grenades at 2110 hours, As -
a result of the reaciion to this attack, Headquaiters and Headquarters
Battery, 25th Infantry Division Artillery sustained 1 KIA when a defective
US 4ir Force flave -struck a: enlisted man from the aviailon section on the
head, - . .

1, 12 Ncvember: Battery A, lst Battalion, 8th Artillery wes
relessed from attachemant to the ist Infantry Division and moved by air
to vicinity Trai Bi (XT 119692) utilizing 11 CH.47 sorties, . One sortie .
resulted in a howitzer being dropped some 5 ldlomsters from its stination,

That howitzer was, later locaied through the search efforts-of CIL & forces
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7 trun Trni Bl and the Villagura of Xoa Hoa Du¢’ and destroyed to prevent

its use by the cnemy,” At 0200 the enemy agair stiuck the Tay Ninh Base

Camp with morters which cortinued until 0220 hours, Casualties sustaine

ed Headguarters and Headquarteh Battery, 25th Divisign Artillery were

with the majority' of the per el from the commnications section.

One uan-ant officer.in the. 1st Battalion, 8th Artillery wes also womnded,

In addition the. Sped.al Forces Campound at_ Treng Sup was mortared result— ;
- ing in) Klh and 1 WIX in the Platoon of Battery B, 3d Bgtt.al:l.on, 13th _ §

Artillery positioned theru, ;

. me 13.November: Battery A (=), 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery i
displaced from Soui Da to vicinily Bau Tam (XT 278680) closing at 1305 i
hours and was aseigned a misslon of GS; reinforce 1st Battalion, 8th
Ar't:l.lleq. N .

‘ne’ 14 November: The command post of the lst Battalion, &h
Artil'lery was split into two control growps, Babtery A, Battery C and’
Battalion Contzol Group number one, lst Battalion, 8ih Artillery ware
movad by air to vioini'uy XT 273785 using 34 CH-47 soriiss,

ioic . Oe 15 Novembers Battery A, 2d Battalion, 13th Artillery and

Bat.t.ery By lst Ba'btal:lon, 8th Artillery under contral of a battalion
control group weré airlifted from Bau Tam to a position vicinity XT

2688 utilizing 35 CH-47 sorties, A preparation, to include smo the
eastern slopes of Nul Ba Den while the 2d Battalion, 22d Infantry (Mechan~
ized) moved past Nul Bs Den, was fired under Division Artillery oontrol,
A Platoon of Battery C, 2d Battalion, 32d Artillery displaced from Cu Chi
t.g Sout Da jJoining the Battery (-) that had been pNviouBly positioned
there,

A s B

pe 16 November; All artillery units remsined in position, 1In
addition to its normal direct support mission, Battery B, lst Battaljon, i
8th Artillery supported a long reange reconnaissance patrol actiaon near ]
grid XT 2795, The patmal adjusted fire against Viet Cong in the open
and credited the artillery with 10 V¢ XIA (body count), With the aid of
fires from Bettery B, the patrol was extrecbed from the area without
sustaining a casualty. -

Qe 17 November: Since elements of the 24 Br.tgede, 25th Infan-
try Division were out of range and road trafficability precluded move~
ment forward, and %o lend crcdence to the Division feint to the left,
all elements of the 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery were displaced to the
vicinity of Tay Ninh with Battery B (-~) retuming Lo its Base at Treng
Sup where it was attached to the 196th Light Infentry Brigade and the 1
remaining elements clozing into Tay Ninh Base Camp vicinity XT 151.516.
The 1st Batteli.on, 8th Artillery remained in positim. . R 3

10

oL B WD

© A oW b W

re 18 Novembers All u-t.mery units ;'emined in poait.ion and |
continued their miseions, .

8e 19 Novembers All artillery units rem:l.hed in poaiuon and 3
oontinued their missions, The intensive H&I progrem that had been 3
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instituted by the lst ;Battalion, 8th Artillery wes increased further as a ‘3%
result -of inte;hgenqe'ifxdicating an increased effectiveness against the
enemy,. . S _ . e . o

v

i . - te 20 November: The Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, &2d

Artillery was alerted to replace.Battery 4 (-), 2d.Battalion, 77th

hrtillery, which had been attached té his battalion, and prepare it for i
air movement and further attechment to the'lst Battalion s Bth Artillery.
Battery C, 2d Battalion, 32d Artillery dieplaced from Soui Da to Tay

Finh Bage Camp, An intensified H&i progrem was continued, ¢

. ¥e 21 Novenhers . Battery U (-), lst_Battalion, 8th irtillery.
| dlsrlaced to a firing position vieinity Phum Prey Sals (AT 26960) in
| cupport of Troop D, 3d Squadren, kth Calvalry's exploitation of a B-52.
§ strike near the Cambodian Border, One howitzer was damaged when it was
; dropped from a.height of 10 feet, After the exploitation, Battery C was
airlifted to viginity XT 335925 where it supported the lst Battalion,
5th (Mechanj_.zed . Infantry, 7Two preparations were fired and the intense
progrem contimued, o B

Ve 22 Novemher: Battery G, lst Battalion, 8th Artillery sup-
ported the airmobile cperction of the 2d Battalion, 27th Infantty, vicie
| nity XT 3785 and then displaced by air to Tay Ninh, Battery A (-5, 2d
| Battalion, 77th Artillery wes attached to the 1lst Battalion, 8th Artillery
; and gixlifted into fire support base number 1, vicinity Van Lich (XT.
; 276785) in support of the 2d Battalion, 22d (Mechanized) Infantry, Head-
! quarters, Headquertors and Service Battery, Battery 4 (~) and ‘mse Platoon
of Bat%exy D, 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery displaced to positions vici-
ulty Soul Da (XT 342579) where it closed at 1400 hours, At 2155 hours,
~ the 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery was attacked by mortars, Approximately
| 20 mortar rounds were received which inflieted 15 casualties ineluding
! one enlisted man Klh and two officers and 12 enlisted men wounded,
" w, 23.November: Battery hy 2d Battalion, 13th Artillery sup-
ported.an airmobile assailt by the 1lst Battalion, 27th Infantry and then
wes airlifted to Tay Ninh Base Camp where it -&losed at 1745 hours, wes
released fiom attachment to the 1lst Battalion, 8th Artillery and pre—
pared for movement back to Phu Loi Base Camp,
""" Xe 2k November: Battery A, 2d. Battalion, 13th Artillery was
released from attached and depurted Tay Ninh for Phu Loi closing at 1645
hours; ' Battery A (-), 77th Artillery wes released from attached to
) the lst Battalion, 8th Artillery and wes airlifted to Soui Da where it
| Joined the 2d Battalion, 22d (Mechanized) Infantry, Battery 4, lst
Battalyon, 8th Artillery supported the extraction of all elements from
fire  support base number 2 and the move of Battery B, ist Battalion, 8th
Artillayy to vicinity Soo Ky (XT 185765) fire support base number O, and-
then together with the battalion control group was airlifted to Tay Ninh. ,
Base Camp, Battery B (-), 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery displaced from' - :
T Sup to vicinity Trei Bi (XT 117698) where it was given a mission -
of ¥5; reinforce Battery B, lst Battalion, 8th Artilleryi . . : e ‘
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39 *"° gy 25November: The lst Battalion, 8th Artillery (-) dis-
'pla\:éd from Tay Ninh Base Camp by road convoy and returned to Cu Chi .
Base, Cemp Battery.B, 1lst Battalion, 8th Artillery supported the exe:.
traction of elements of the lst Battalion, 5th (Mechanized) Infantry -
and was then airlifted te Tay Ninh Base Camp where it wes attached to
. the 3d Battalion, 82d Artillery, Elements of the Division Artillery
Forward CP returned to Cu Chi Base Camp, The 3d Battalion, 13th Artil-
lery (~) with Battery A (-) and a Platoon of Battery D retufned to Cu
’ Gl Base &3 and ‘continued the mission of general support of the 25th
Infantry Division, Battery B (-), 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery remaine
ed vicinity Trai Bl in support of elemepts of the lst Battalion, 5th
(Mechanized) Infantry. At 2400 hours, .Operation ATTLELONO terminated.

e Be 26 Novembers Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 25th
Infantry Division Artillery displaced to Cu Chi Base Camp,

.J'J.. m - T ; hC ) ...

e U P
a. Eneuw lossea. G

(1) Forty Viet Cong k:llled by Art:lllery (body count).

(2) One-hundred and aeventy-nine Viet Cong killed by
artillery (possitle),

(3) One Viet Cong structure destroyed, L .
(4) Three Viet Cong structures damaged, S
(5) Three Viet Cong bunkers destroyed,

be Friandly artillery losses. T
(1) Three US Kdlled in action. .

(2) Thirty-“our us wmndqd in aotion. (Note: This in-
cludes 4 US wounded when Battery A, lst- Batt.alian, Bth Artillery was
attached taf the lst Infantry Divigion)

" (3)- Two OH-23 helicoptérs damaged. (Repaired)

(4) - Two AN/GRC 46 shelters damaged,. 4 _

(5) Two 105mn haiiiqe'rs;dggtro}ed (not dus o"enemy action).

12, ADMINISTRATITV MATTERS, ' . |
as Maintenances No abnormal mchanial failures were noted dur-

ing the operetion, Preventive maintenance was performed on all equipment
during the operation.
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by . Tvansportatiom During Operetion ATTLEBORO extensive use
of airoreft wss utilized for both movement and resupply. Between 1
November arid 25 November 1966 scme 462 CH-47 sorties were utilized ‘and
the UHa1D flew an averege of 5:30 hours each day re-supplying forward -
units and t.ranaport.ing unit and staff personnels During the operation,
support wes both timely and well coordinated; often on short notice.
The most .efficient use of helicopter slings that are available deseives
more studye On several ooccasions shortage of slings or components be~
came critical tg the operetion, Prompt return of sling equipment to -
the mauﬁ:l,x point must be emphasized, 'Battery personnel must be-well -
treined airmobdle operations ainoe Pathfinders often have little or
no time to check loads,

"6e Communicationss The wide spread deployment of subordinate
organizations made communications difficult, The use of retrensmission
feellities on Nyl Ba Den, faecilitated radio ecmmunications with sub-
ordinate and adjacent herdquarters, VHF facllities afforded ‘éxesllant
communicetions and are considered mandatory for the acoanplishment of
the missicn,

" d, During the operstion the Division Artillery continued its
progren of command inspections of subordinate organizations.

UIPIENT 4ND TECHNIYUES: 4 200 meter height of burst.
with She.'!.l W fuze time was effective as the first round in adjustment
for a ground observer in dense vegetation, It alsoc proved to be effective
in providing navigational marking rounds for maneuvering ground units
as well as merking the limits of an "axis of edvance for a mechanized
utmion. .

1, W: The major portion of Operatlon ATTLEBORO
supported by the Division Artillery was'a reconnaissance in force North
into War Zone C by a reiniurced brigede, Artillery support for the op-
eration involved positioning batteries within fire bages secured by
infantry. battalions, and as the operation progressed, establishing new
fire bases within ertillery range of exist:mg fire bases, Medium artil-
lery was used in the mutually supporting fire beses as far into War Zome
C as the roads permitted, However, most of the operation wes Bupported
by direct support 105mm howitzer batteries, which were employed in two
~battery fire bases with an artillery control liéedquarters, During the
operation, an extensive H&l program wes developed, Intelligence derived
from forward cbserver reports, visual reconnaissshce flights, long renge

. patrol reports, agent reports and other reconnaissance means wes used

as a basis for the progrem, Indications are that the H&I program wee
highly effective and as the operation progresaed it was further inten—
gified,

a. Artillery amunition axpendit.urea. e -
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CONFEIDE NTIA L

HE

(a)
(v)

We

(a'),
(v)

nl
(a)
(v)

B L A i St < e ISR ST e e ame P
] ? Bhiauiatdins

s ‘f*'-*t'*zw'.\'._T ot e

losm h 28,351* -: ’ LR
155m/8 in 5,783 '
TOTLL 34,137

105mn , 655

155mm 143

TOTAL 798

105mm 9

155m 85

TOTAL 9l

by Missions by tppes
(1) H's 55533
(2) Support 798

# NOTS; A1l data includes the fires of Battery A, lst Battalion, 8th
Artillery during i~5 November 1966, and the fires of Battery A, 2d
Battalion, 13th irtiliery for 5 November, It does not include the fires
of the 3d Batta'ion, 82d i:tillery or the fires of Battery A (-), 2d
Battalion, 77th Artillery ~xeept for the period when it was attached

to the lst Batta’ion, 8:h Artillery.

¢, OH-23G, Organic aircreft support by orgenization:
TOTAL HCURS RECON  4ARTY ADJ OTHER

WIT

lst Bu, 8th Lrty
3d Bn, 13th Arty
He, Div Arty

TOTAL

104259 30815 35350 38:45
61230 15:10 11:00 35120
9210 17:00 4100 70:10

257330 72125 50150 144e15
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d. Ol aircraft support (two Ole daily)
TOTAL HOURS MISSIQNS SQUIIES
180500 s 7 Ui26

FOR THE COMMANDER: o

EBNEST J ST«NDEVEN
Major, Artillery
Adjutant '
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