
UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES
TO:
FROM:

LIMITATION CHANGES
TO:

FROM:

AUTHORITY

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

AD388133

UNCLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved for public release; distribution is
unlimited.

Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't. agencies
and their contractors;
Administrative/Operational Use; 15 SEP 1966.
Other requests shall be referred to Office of
the Adjutant General (Army), Washington, DC
20310.

AGO ltr 29 Apr 1980 ; AGO ltr 29 Apr 1980



iHIJ REPORT HAS BEEN DELIMI7ED 

AND CLtARED FOR PUBLIC REL~5E 

UNDER DtE' DiRECTIVE 5200.20 AND 

NO RESTniCiiONS ARE IMPOSED UPON 

!TS USE AND DISCLOSUR~. 

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A 

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RElEASE; 

DISTRIBUTION UNLIMITED, 



/ 

SECURITY 
MARKING 

The classified or limited status of this report applies 

to each page, unless otherwise marked. 

Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794.  THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other- 
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi- 
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government 
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and 
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any 
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not 
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing 
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights 
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that 
may in any way be related thereto. 



Modified Handüng Authorized 
smf* DEPARTMENT OF THE AH-Df 
WJ HEADQUAiiTERS 173D AIÄBORWE BRIGADE (SEPARATE) 
Q^ APO Saa Francisco   96250 

r.^ f ^E-SC 15 Septc ber 1966 

QQ ^BJECT:    Combat Operations After Action Report yoV\^c^* . 
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l'- 
r TO:     Assistant Chief of 

Staff for Forco ^ " 
Development ''**".-P'  »>*.'/'' 
Department of the Army ^^ v^ ,.>'' ^ 
Washington B.C. 20310 V-^. ^ ^ 

The following report is submitted in accordance with MACV Directive 

Number 335-8. 

1, Operation; "DEXTER". 

2« Type Operation; Search and Destroy« 

3. Date; k - 6 May 66. 

li. Location; Phuoc Thanh (XT 91ü2hh)t  Phouc Thanh Province, RVN, 

$,    Command Headquarters; 17 3D AIRBORNE BRIG ADZ (SEPARATE). 

6, Reporting Officer; Brigadier General PAUL F. SMITH D D v-> 

7, Task Organization; ,        |pi'r 

TF l/503d1 LTC TYLER, Commanding 1 r,  MAR 2 0 19t)ö 

l/503d Inf UliLJC^'L-j- U L-U- 
Sqd, 173d Qigr Co £^ 
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ERU Team 
FAC Team 
National Police 

TF SUTTCN. Haj Satton. Corananding 

E/I7th Cavalry 
DA6ui Armor 
Prince of Wales Light Horse 
MM Team 
U.2 Kortar Platoon l/503d Inf 

.I4.2 tortar Platoon 2/503d Inf 

T? 2/503. LTC VJalsht Comandinr: 

2/503d Inf (-) 
Sqd 173d fcigr Co 
RRU Team 
FAC Team 
National Police 

TF 3/319. Maj ftrder, Corananding 

A Btry 3/319th Arty 
RAA 
173d Engr Co (-) 
RRU Team 

Brigade Control 

V82nd Aviation Battalion 
1/RAR (-) 
Bde Spt Elements 

8« Intelligence1 

a* General t The area of Interest was west of the Song Dong 

Nai River and located in the northwest part of Bien Hoa Province, encom- 

passing a small portion of Binh Duong Province as well. The area of 

operation was to the west of War Zone "D", a long-established VC base 

area and a known rest and transit area for what were at least company- 

sised VC main forces and guerrilla units. 
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b.   Terrain:   The area is gently rolling with some small scat- 

tered hills.   It is predominantly covered by primary jungle, with trees 

up to 100 feet in height and a double canopy, but also includes patches 

of rubber trees.   Two small streams, the Suoi tag Dong and the Suoi Vinh 

Lai, flow southwest through the area. 

9»   Mission:    The 173d Abn Bd3 (Sep) coiductsd airmobile assaults in 

AO GEORGE to locate and destroy VC forces and installations, beginning 

OUOSOOH Kay 66 and terminating on or about 6 Kay 66. 

10.    Concept of Operation; 

Kaneuver:    The 173d Abn Bdo (Sop)   employed     TF l/i?'U3 and TP 

E/l7th Cav in blocking on southeast and northeast portions of AO GDOIiGE, 

respectively, while TP 2/503 conducted search and destroy operations in 

the zone. 

The operation was conducted in four phases: 

Phase I.    Movement of fire support elements by road to set up 

a Fire Support Base. 

Phase II.  LZ was prepared for air assault by TAG Air, artillery, 

and gunships. 

Phase III,    Continuation of the pre: aration of LZ by TAG Air 

and artillery together with gunships. 

Phase 17,   artraction of TP's from LZ by helicopter, beginning 

06lia^H Kay 66. 

U,   Execution: 

MM» 
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D-Day (U May 66) 

a« Operational Sumnnry; The 173d Abn Bde (Sep) commenced oper- 

ation "DEXTER" at 0600 hrs. l/£03d Inf conducted a helibome assult on 

LZ DIAMOND at OQOU hrs and on LZ CLUB at 0857 hrs. l/503d Inf secured 

Positions SPADE and HEART. 2A03d Inf conducted an aiimobile assault on 

LZ JOKER at 09hl hrs. 2/$03d Inf reconnoitcred the area in the vicinity 

of Objective JACK, secured Objectives QUEEN and KINO, E/l7th Cav moved 

by road convoy to AO GEORGE and searched Objective MINK. E/17th Cav oc- 

cupied Cfcjective MOUSE, Battery DA6th Armor was attached to E/l7th Cav. 

3/319th Arty (-) continued to support Operation "BIKZENGK/wI". V3/319th 

Arty moved by road convoy to Position BOOT to support Operation "DEXTEIl". 

Civic Action and Psychological Operations: Three (3) .'SDCAP 

teams treated 182 patients« 

D ♦ 1 (5 May 66) 

b»    Operational Sumnary;    Operation "D3JITER,, continued with 

light contact with VC forces, mines and booby traps.    l/503d Inf con- 

tinued to block Positions SPADE and HEART while 2/503d Inf conducted 

search and destroy operations in the zone.   TF SUTTON continued to 

screen and block along the NE portion of AO GEORGE.    3/319th Arty (-) 

continued in Operation "BIRMINGHAM".   The Reconnaissance Platoon of 1/ 

503d Inf remained at the RMK Rock Quarry (TAOR). 

Civic Action and Psychologies.   Operations:    Loudspeaker and 

4 
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leaflet mission was flown in the AC between 2000 and 2100 hrs.   Twenty- 

five thousand leaflets were dropped.   Four MEDCAP teams treated 238 per- 

sons.   Projects in the Bien Hoa area continued. 

D ♦ 2 (6 May 1966) 

c.    Oporational Summary;    Operation "DEXTER" terminated with the 

extraction of both Infantry battalions by helilift and the withdrawal of 

IF SUTTON and the Fire Support Base.    The l/503d Inf was extracted begin- 

ning at 0930 hrs and concluding at 1033 hrs.    ^he extraction of 2/503d 

Inf began at 1130 hrs and concluded at 1355 hrs.    After the departure of 

the 2/503d Inf, TF SUTTON commenced road movement, reaching Tan Vyen at 

1U33 hrs.   When rear elements of TF SUTTON cleared, the Fire Support Base 

closed stations and conducted a motor march back to Bien Hoa.    All ele- 

ments closed at 1600 hrs, officially terminating Operation "BAXTER", 

The 3/319th Arty continued participation in Operation "BIRMKG- 

HAM". 

The Prince of Wales Light Horse Troop and the 105 Fid Btry RAA 

concluded participation in Operation "DEXTER" as elements of the Bde, re- 

spectively, closed into the base camp.   l/RAR continued security opera- 

tions in the Bde TAOR and provided II FFV and MACV Reserve. 

12»   Supporting Forces: 

a.   Units firing in support of the operation were the RAA and 

3/319th Arty (-). 

•"•. 
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b. TAG Air support was used during the operation. Strikes were 

preplanned; the Bde net artillery and TAC Air was employed in preparation 

of LZ's, 

c. Artillery: 

Artillery and mortar £Lre was used to harass the enemy and 

Tor protection of the defensive area. 

Statistical Brewcdova: A totd of 125 missions were fired 

in support of the operation expending a total of 2,ii88 artillery and ii.2 

mortar rounds. 

13* Combat Services Logistical. and/or Administrative 

General: The support on this operation continued to rely heav- 

ily on Air Lines of Communication. The support of the Bde was excellent 

for all classes of supply, transportation, maintenance aid mccucal sup- 

ply. 

Operation "DEXTER" was supported from the Bde Helipad with the 

exception of one (1) road convoy. 

Hi. Results of Operation "DEXTER": 

VC Losses US Losses 

KIA _!_ (BC) KIA _1_ 

KIA _U_ (est) WIA _l£_ 

VCC __0_ MIA __1_ 

VCS  6 

VC Equipment Losses 

Weapons .•••••••..••.•••• None 

■■CONFIOSWmi 
UAfiifiari    Ulnrilin«*    «..*k«.:..J 
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7C Equipment Losses: 

Aanmnition 

s/a rounds   ••••••••••••     93 

120imu mcrtar rounds •••••• ••     2 

Others 

VC Claymore mine   •••.•••••••••••     1 

Uniforms   • ,,,,,',    20 

Shirt ,,      1 

Trousers    •••••••••••••••••«   Ipr 

Rice 15.9 tons 

Documents •••••••    •••••••   U7 

15. Commander's Analysis: The operation proved to be a valuable 

training vehicle in preparing recent arrivals for forthcoming oporations, 

Eneny resistance was light; thus, the men received practical training 

with a minimum of casualties. 

16, Lessons Learned: The concept ol each rifleman carrying a Bur- 

lap bag for hauling rice from caches proved useful during the operation - 

FOR THE COMMWDER: 

E. B. ROBERSON 
1LT, AGC 
Asst AG 
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