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Forwarded as inclosure is a Combat After Action Report for
Operation DAZZIEM. Operation DAZZLEM was conducted by the lst Cavalry
Division (AM) during the period 9-10 April 1967. Information contained
in this report is provided to insure appropriate benefits in the future
from lessons learned during current operations, and may be adapted for
use in developing training material.
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4 ConNEIDENT 17

IEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AM)
APO 96490

AVDAGT

SUBJECTs Combat Operations After Action Report

THRU & Commanding Genersl
I Field Force Vietnam
APO 96350

TO: Commander

US Military Assistance Cormand, Vietnam
ATTN: J3L3

APO 9623L

1. (U NAME AND TYPE OPERATION3 OPORD DAZZIEM, defense of tie lst
Mr Cavalry Mvrision base camp, Camp Radcliff, RVN (BRLOLT).

2. (U) DATE OF OPERATION: Attack on the defensive complex and subse=
quent cperations, 00050April to 101200 April 1967,

3, (U) IOCATION: Camp Radcliff, BINH DINH Province, RVN,
$ Lo (U) COMMAND HEADQUARTERS:T 1lat Air Cavalry Division,

5. (U) REPORTING OFFICER: Major General John J, Tolson, Commanding
General, 1lst Air Cavalry Division,

i 6, (U) TASK ORGANIZATION: At the time of the attack, defense of Camp

Radecliff was being conducted by 1/12 Gawalry, with B, 1/8 Cavalry OPCON,
Other forces are shown on Inclosure 1,

7« (U) SUPPORTING FORCESt a, USAF flare ship support (Spooky) wes
s requested by FSCC at 0053 but was denied at 0108 begause the bose was not
' under attack at the time, A second request was made at 0120, Spoocky was in

radio contact with 2/17 Arty by 0147 and wes reported on station at 0156, /n
gireraft was on station until 0615,

¥,

= b, A request was submitted by FSCU atv 023L for four irmediate combat
B proof TAC air strikes in support of the forces at Camp Radeliff, The strikes
f wore planned on suspect routes of withdrawl and probable assenbly areas zlong
% these routes, The request was approved and the strikes were delivered as in=-
& dicated,

4
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AVDAGT

SUBJECT: Combat Operations Aifter Action Repert
MISSTON NR IDE 101 QRLTANCE
BA 09-1 0220 BRY42CE96 Lix750 1b bonis
BA 09«2 0340 BRL 32559 750 1b bombs
BA 09=3 0350 RRL21629 1500 1b bombs
BA 09-4 0L00 BR3$3503 1500 1b bombs:

Visual recounaissance of the strike areas was conducted by FAC aircraft
after daylight with no reports of enemy persorncl or equipment observed.

8, (C) INTRILIGENCE: a, Weather data, Sunset 8 April was 1858 hours
with EENT at 1915 hours, and moon rise at 090536, This was also the first
day of the new moon, The weather was hazy, with 5 mile visibility carly in the
evening, Stratus and ground fog moved in about midnight reducing visibiligy to
L miles, A% 0200 the weather went to 1500 feet scattered with 5 mile visibility
with haze, Ground fog formed by 0700, lowering visibility to 1/16 mile, bub
cleared by 0825 to 1 mile visibility and by 0900, 6 mile visibility with haze.

bo Enemy, Enemy activity in the vicinity of Camp Radcliff was
slightly incrsaged during the thirty days prior to the 9 April sttack, Pro=~
bable contributing factors of this increase werc VC attempts to intimidats
village elections, less US patrolling due to lower troop density, ond the fact
that no US eperations had been conducted in the TAOR to disrupt activity and
suppli2s in VC base areas and assembly points since February, This increzse
included aightings by agents of small encmy units operating necr villages end
questioning civilians to the north of Camp Radcliff, Besed on their reports &
ARVN intelligence analysis, it appeared that the enemy was attempting to gathe:
information on the local elections and conduct reconnaisscnce of RF/PF loca-
tions, normal patrol routes, and embushes, It is possible thot this wes a
cover to hide the real purpose of the increased activity, There were other
indications of possible attack, Radar sightings were frcquently madc near
where the mortars had been fired in past attacks (and werc again in this
attack), but artillery fire and patrols. could not confirm the presenco of en-
emy. An agent report from ARVN II Corps MID, evaluated Celi, cuceived 30 Mach
indicated one company of the LOTth Sapper B,ttalion and one company H~15 LF
Battalion were to crganize a training course in Kon Hannung base area to the
north of ths TAOR, Experience has shown that for thc past attacks on Comp
Radcliff, and as a general rule throughout Vietnam, scpper units ore normally
reinforced for attacks, These additional forces. are used to provide security,
41s0 cn 25 March an artillery OP observed what appoared to be a uniformed 1-3
pan patrol making a visual reconnaissonce of the base éamp with binoculars
from the top of a hill outside thé barrier (BR 57LLLO)s A petrol was dis-
patched, but contact was nct made. In addition there was a slight increase
of special agent reports of suspected CPs, Most importartly, the cdivisicn
long range patrols deployed to the north and beyond artillery range had had
gseveral sightings of or contact with cnemy forces; however, this fact could
not be agsessed in light of past enemy activity because the division had
never utilized LRPs. in these locatims prior to these sightings, Based on
these and other facts, the following assumptions, conclusions and observoticns
are madet
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(1) The real purpose of the attack on LZ Charles is not known,
but there are several possibilities:

(a) The attack on IZ Charleswss the main effort with the
harrassing fire being placed on the Golf Course as a diversion, This quick
offensive victory over a US force on thé eve of local elections would have
psychological and political implications, If this was the purpose, thé enemys
timing was off and the mortar fire elerted the defenses on 1Z Charles,

(b) The mortaer atteck on the Golf Course was the miin attack
and the ground attack was secondary with several intontions vpossible, The
ground attack on IZ Charles mgy have beén made because the VC commander fclt Lo
could gain a cheap ground victory; i.,e,, an attack of opportunity, As a beavs
the attack would also create a diversion to assist the withdrawal of his mortars
and crews, Xf this was his purpose, he was succossful as the major US effort was
to relieve LZ Charles and not to destroy the withdrawing mortar crews, /inother
possible variation is that LZ Charlesmay bave been near the enemy's witliireuzl
route and he wanted to insure that these possibly’ troublesome forces were Iixe

ed during his withdrawal of his mortars and crews, If this was the case, lLe wes
successful,

(¢c) Whatever the purpose, the results were that the morters
and crews as far as we know escaped without casualties, All 15 confirmed
enemy dzad, nine inside the perimeter wire at LZ Charles and 6 beyond, were
the result of theground attack and not from the mortar crews,

{2) The attack on Camp Radeliff was conducted by a well-trained
and protfessional force of at least 3 mortar crews and a 50~60 man asscult force,
They we:o undoubtedly the main force VC or NVA, were probably a sapper mnit
reinforced with infantry, and possible one company of the L4O7th Sapper Battalion
reinforced with one campany of the H=15 Battalion, The indications that it was
a sapper unit that conducted these attacks ares

(a) The weapons captured on L& Charles were L AK-L7s, 2
AK-}7s with folding stocks, and 1 assault rifle that scems to'be 2 European
modified model on an AK-l}7 witn folding stock, (See Picture), Division OB
files reflect that of the enemy units that normally operate near the TAOR, only
the LO7th Sapper Bgttalion has folding stock AK-LT7s,

(b) The cnemy KIA were dressed in loin cloths or shorts
and had their heavilly callused and scarrcd bodies completely comcuflaged with
charcoal in the best sapper tradition, Sczpper units normally weer shorts and
often no shirts when cttempting to infiltrate, This facilitates the dotecticn
and neutraiization of trip wires, flares and mines,

(c) The attackers on IZ Chardes used a large amount of

grenades and satchel ¢harges, booby trspped a US mortar, and had no difficulty
in breaching the wire,

COMFIDENT /4L
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Combat Operations After Action Report,

AVDAGT
SUBJECT

() The professionalism of the attack, as indicated by the
large volume of accurate mortar fire, feroscity of the giound attsck, and
obviously complete reconnaissance (comma:d bunkers and communicaticns were
immediately neutralized) are characteristics of sapper operations,

(e) 9f the past mortar attacks on Camp Radcliff, onc was
ccafimmed as having been conducted by the L407th’Sapper Battaliom ond the
others had characteristics of sapper operations,

(3) The morter positions used for the attack that were founc Ly
giound recomaissance were within ¢00 meters of the perimeter wire, had
approximately 300 meters between firing positions, were to the north so that
ths direction of fire was down the long axis of the Golf Course fixed-wing
runway, and were in defilado, These nave bec.. characteristics of the pest
mortar attacks on Camp Radeliff,

9, (C) MISSION: Secure Camp Radcliff,
10, (C) CONCEPT OF OPERQRTION: 1/12 Cav ¢ (B, 1/8 Cav OPCON)

sccured Ca.mip Radcliff by disposing of available forces as indicated below,
(21so see inclosure 5}

(1) Al/12 Cav (=) occupied defensive positicns in the eidstemn
scctor of the Yaring, and established IP/OPs in the Y-ring at durkness,
3 A 1/12 Cav was the QRF force,

(2) B 1/12 Cav (=) occupied defensive positions in the wéstern
sector of the Y~-ring, and established LP/OPs in the Y-ring ot darkncss,
At the time of- the attack troop strength at IZ CHARIES was L2, including the
company CP (7), lst platocn (16), elements of the'lth platoon (17) and a
searchlight section from B Battery, 29th Arty (2),

(3) € 1/12 Cav secured the western half of the Camp Radcliff
perimeter (D-ring) and conducted patrols in the X=-Y-Z rings as directed,

(4) D 1/12 Cav secured the czstern helf of the Camp Radcliff
pesimeter (D ring) and conducted patrols in e X~Y~Z rings as dimocted,

(5) B 1/8 C,v (+) used 5 platoons to sccure key bridges on
bighway 19 within the TAOR and the artillery battery at checkpoint 89 (BR362458)

be Factors affecting the defense,
(1) Equipment,
(a) Searchlights,

position on the Y-ring,
the attack,

Five operetional searchlights were in
The searchlight on LZ CHARLES was damaged early in

CONMNFIDENT /4L
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(b) Countermortar radars, There were two AN/MPQ=lA radars
in the base camp, and both were in operation at the time of the attack, The
Div Arty radar was at BR L7LLLT7 with a sector of scan of 5955 to 6400 1.ils,
The radar from 1/21 Arty was at BR 471482 with a sector of scan of L900 to
5345 mils, Both sets were OPCON to 2/17 Arty,

(¢) Ground surveillance radar,

1 AN/PPS-L radar sets were located at towers 5, 22,
and LS on the perimeter (D ring),

2 AN/TPS-33 radar was at tower 7A on the perimeter
(D ring)o

(d) Night vision devices (Starlight scopea), Two were in
position on the barrier at towers LS and L9, There were four on the Y-ring,
one each at CHARLES, KAREN, JACELYN and MARY,

(e) The forces on the Y-ring had a total of 8 LP/OPs dis~-
persed between strongpoints on likely avenues of enemy approach,

{2) Fire support, Two 105mm batteries (32 operational tubes)
were inside Camp R,dcliff, When not engaged in HkI fire missions, each
tube was laid on a separate counter=mortar concentration, One 105mm battery
(6 operational tubes) was at BR 362458 to fire in support of forces securing
Highway 19 west of Camp Radcliff, LZ CHARLES was within range of this
battery, One helicopter fram 2/20 Arty (Aerial Rocket Artillery) was air-
borne on mortar alert prior to the attack, Three other mission-ready ARA
shi, s and one armed Clhidnook (ACH-47A) were on the Golf Course, A1l L ships
were fusled and armed, When the mortar attack began, ons of the three ARA

ships on the Golf Course was preparing to take off to effect normal relief of
the ship an patrol by 0100,

ce The above information is presented graphically on inclosure 5,

11, (C) EXECUTIN: a, General, Ou 9 _April 1967 an wnidentified enemy
force attacked the Camp Radcliff defense complex with mortars and ground forces,

(1) The mortar attack began at 0050 and ended at 0058, during
wnich time at least 83 rounds from 82mm mortars landed on the southeast corner
of the helicopter parking area (Golf Course), See inclosure 5,

(2) The ground attack was launched against forcea defending 1Z
CHARIES (BRL32L98) by an estimated L0~60 enemyy at about 0100, The perimeter
of the 1Z was penetrated in three places before small arms fire from the
defenders and intense artillery and ARA fire drove the enemy from the position
at approximately 0140, Contact was broken at about 0155.

CONFIDENT/AL
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bo The first indication that the base was under attack was the impact
of mor tar rounds on the Golf Course at 0050H, The G3 and FSCC duty officers in
the DTOC heard explosions, ran outside to investigate, saw rounds exploding on
the Golf Course, and irmediately returned to the DTOC, The alert was sounded
by ciren and over ‘the base defense radio net within a few seconds of the begin-
ing of the attack, The first rounds of Quick Fire were reported on the way by
0051 and all ertillery tubes were engaged in Quick Fire by 0052, There had beecn
no reports from the counter=mortar radars up to this time,

The pilot of the ARA ship on mortar patrol was low on armrmmition, as he had
been firing BXI and was about to be relieved on station, Shortly after the first
rounds landed, the ARA pilot treported observing flashes from the Vvicinity of BR
LB5LBS and engaged the target, expending his remaining ammmition, He reported
one position silenced and begin adjusting artillery fire on two other floshes
which he saw in the same area, The ARA reported sildéncing these positiocns alcce,
By this time (0O5L) the second ARA ship wns airborne, Quick Fire was coniimiii;
and mortar rounds were still falling on the Golf Coursc,

The first report of a mortar location from the counter morter rodar wcs
received by 2/17 Arty at 0056, and B 2/17 fired L5 rounds of HE on the terget,
which was given as BRL65532, Counter mortar rader recorded 8 rounds from this
location, which was almost 6000 méters from the center of impact of all the
rounds landing on the Golf Course, (The range of th¢ 32mm morter is 30L0 metersz).
Eremy mortar fire was reported to have ended by 0088, and ot 0117 the S2, 2/17
Arty, arrived on the Golf Course and hegon collecting shell report data,

Shortly before 0100, the forces at 1Z CHARIES hecrd noise outside their
wire and fired an 8lmm mortar illumination rourd, They could see rnothing wn-
usual so the searchlight was turned on (visible light) and pointed in the areca
where the noise was heard, One VC was observed outside the wire and was killed
by small arms fire, At this point en enemy force of LO-60 men, which had been
working their wey toward the position, launched their attack, The VC threw
grenades and bangalore torpedoes into and beyond the perimeter wire, and opcned
fire with automatic weapons from all around the 1Z, The main force of the attack
came from three principal directions (incl 6), One element cut through the sin-
gle roll of concertina wire and penctrated the perimeter from the southwest,
Another force opened und entered through the gatc to the southeast, whilc the
third assaulting element penetrated the wire on the northwest, Friendly forces
returned’ fire with small arms and machine guns, M=79 grenade launchers and hond
grenades, but were unable to immediately bring artillery or ARA fire on the
attacking force because of communications difficulty, One of the first installa=~
tims to be hit was the Company CP bunker, ané a satchel charge was placed an or
near the three radios just outside the bunker, ‘blowing the antenna off one (the
FO radio) and making the other two inoperat ive,

The first report of conditions at CHARLES was received at the DTOC ot 0120
fram 1/12 Cav and indicated that the IZ was under attack from all sides of the
perimeter, At 0126, 2/17 Arty began firing illurdnation and HE for CHARIES, it
0126 “~he artillery INO at 1/12 Cav rccicved word over the FO radio at CHARLES

CONEIDENT L
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that the position was being overrun, and that the only communicaticn with the
unit at the IZ was through the FO radio, The S3, 1/12 Cev, requecsted that DTOC
move reinforcing units to the baxrier to release the infantry for offeneive
operations, This was approved and Sapport Camnond received the order to relicve
2 piatoons each cf C and D Companies, 1/12 Cav, currently on the barrier,

During the next few minutes cne of the enemy assault elements reached the
center of the JZ and directed small arms fire and grenades into most of the
defensive bunders in the position, Othér VC had thrown grenades into vavicus
bunkers as they swept into the position, Of significance is the fact that all
of those in nositicna of leadership were killed or wounded relatively carly In
the attack,

At 0135 two alditional ARA ships and one LCH=UT7A were reported on the wey
to suppoert the 1Z, These ships fired on the cnemy and provided illumination at
the LZ until the USAF flare ship arrived at 0156, ARL craters were found in the
pcrimeter wire the next day,

At ClL4O a report was received at FSOC in DTOC that artillery wes still fire
ing 50=200 meters outside the perimeter of the LZ, At the same time G3 in the
DTOC recéived word that the ground attaock had been repulsed and that ARA was in
the area of the LZ, It was also reported that the CO of B, 1/12 was among the
wounded at the 172 and that Mecevac hag becn requested, ADC-B relcased the Qrr
fox cormitment to CHARIES, while C0,1/12 Cav requested and received permission
to cammit to the east of the camp (near BRLSSLES) forces then being reldascd
from barrier security, to search for the mortar position reported there,

At Ol45 1Z CHARIES reported that firing had ceased, but at OL46 the batizl-
ion CC ship was hit by amall arms fire, The QRF began landing at 0150 and had
closed at 015L4, The IZ was still under heavy sniper fire from the east, which
ARA and later Spooky attempted to Suppress, The QRF fired on the retreating on-
emy from inside the perimeter wire, The battalion CC ship was ncn~flycble on ré-
turn to the base camp and ADC-B released his helicopter to CO, 1/12 Cav for use,

At 0200 Support Commaend reported 2 companies had reached the barrier, The
remdining two companies were repcrted at the barrier at 0210, althcugh comrmnica=
+ions had been temporarily lost with one of the companies, 1/12 Cav units turned
the barrier mission over to the reinfarcing units and prepared far S&D cperctions
in the TAOR,

Medevac was on station at the LZ shortly after 0120 but was unaoble to get
in due to firing at 1Z CHARLES, The ship was reported on thic 12 by 0215 ond be-
gan moving thé WIA to 2d Surgical Hospital at Camp Radcliff, it 0216 the crtile
lery was reported firing on routes of egress from CHARLES, and by 0220 the first
casualty report wes received from the LZ, indiceting 6 US KH. and 6 B4, Eleven
enemy KIA bad also been located by that time,

Spocky had been on station since 0156, providing illumination and interdice
tory fires on likely withdrawl routes from the LZ, At 0235 four immediate come=

bat proof TAC Air strikes wore requested through DASC LLF\, These were flown aZ
indicated in para 7b above,
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By 0310 the ist Platoon, C 1/12 Cav had landed at LZ MARY (ERL99LE9)
to begin their raeep to the west toward the perimeter, while two platoa.s of
D 1/12 Cav were preparing for an air assault to L2 54 (BRL02509) west of the’
base camp to attempt to gain contact with the enemy withdrawing from CHARLES,
83, 1/12 Cav, requested release of his two platoans still on the D ring and at
031l the 33, 3ith S&S Bn, wss told to exscute the battalion portion of the cortin-
gency plan and effect the relief,

At 0320 the 82, 2,17 Arty identified the caldber of the mortars fired
egainst the camp as 82mm, Identification was based on tail fins found on the
Gol{ Course, However, the presence of duds led ta suspenaion of shell rep act-
ivity until after daylight, By the tims the artillery returned to the impact
ares, souvenier hunters had made almost half of the craters unusable for shell
rep and EOD had destroyed most of the duds,

The final friendly casualty figure from LZ CHARLES was reported at OL25 as
9 KHA and 15 WHA, All other personnel were present or accounted for,

By 0437 G2 had prepared and implemented a first light aerial reconnalissance
plan, ising aircraft from E Battery, 82d Artillery, FAC and 11th GS Corpeny
(O7=1), The alert state wes terminated at 090630 with elecments of Support Came
mond ard 3hth S&S Bn instructed to provide security an the D ring until relieved,
Relief was plannéd to take place by last light unless 1/12 Cav established con-

L in the TAOR,

At 0905, 1/12 Cav reported the 2d Platoon of C, 1/12 on the ground ot L2
2 (BR388532) for S&D opuratims, Shortly thereafter a complete report of air-
craft damage was received from the Assistant Division Aviation Officer, (Inclos-
ure L), By 1120, the 70th Engineer Battalion reported that the 16 Golf Course
runway panels which were damaged by mortar fire had been repleced, and thet tho
rmway wxs completely repaired,

1/12 Cav elements operating in the TAOR did not evtablish contact with
the enemy during the day and it was decided to delay release of tenant units
fram the barrier security mission in order to eatablish overnight platoon am-
bushes along likely withdrawl routes,

Search operations continued on 10 April and by 1300, 1/12 Cav had ideriti-
fied the locztions from which three of the mortars had fired in The attack,
One tube had been at BRU6TLIT and two tubes had been emplaced about 20 meters
apart near BRUTOL497, The enemy had not dug in the circular base plates of his
mortars, but all positions were in defilade of tower 17 on the barrier, Wicker
amo baskets and packing materials with Chinese and Russian markings were found
in each locatian, while a total of 92 fuze caps wore recovered from the threc
areas, BEach area had 2~3 well=uscd trails iecading in different directions and
& beaten area, which locked as though pcople had been resting there, wes found
about 150 meters north of each position, There ware no artillery craters found
near the positions but 2-3 ARA craters were reported 200=300 meters north of
thenm,
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Graphical presenvation of the attack is on inclosures 5 and 6,

ce Claymore mines and trip flares had been empleced around L2 CHARLIOC
but the¢ enemy was apparently able to neutrallize or avoid them in his approach
to the position, The intensity of supporting firés on and around the 12 pre-
cluded evaluation of the devices after the attack, There were no electricil
anti~intrusion devices near the reported lccations of the mortar pcsiticns,

d, Countermortar radar reported a tctel of five mortar positicns te-~
tween 0056 and 0227, The fifst of these has been discussed in paragraph 11b

abcve, All are listed below,
T 1O0CATION RIS OBS ACTION
0056 BRL6505318 8 L5 rds HE
0115 BRL760L92) 2 No record
0123 BRL4 7541930 2 " n
0125 BRL76LL933 2 " )
0227 BRL28098L 2 96 rds IE

These locations are plotted on inclosure § in relaticn to mortar positicns
subsequently diséovered by the infantry and are related to positicns used during
previous attacks,

ee On inclosure 5 are gerieral plcts of the craters used far preperation
of shell reps by the S2, 2/17 Arty, (Point 7) Analysis of the two smaller groups
of craters revealed a gencral direction of fire from the northecast of the impzct
points, rather then from the north, where three positions wore subsequently lo-
cated by the infantry, None'of the back azimuths from the large group cf cratere
pointed toward the northeast, These facts plus the report of ARL engaging flash-
o3 near BRUSBSLBS, and our previous experience with‘the L(7th Scpper Battalion
using at least six mortars to attack the base camp, all tend to support the hy-
pothesis that theré were more than three mortars firing eon the camp at the begin-
ning of the attack,

The morfars in position to the northeast (necar BRUBSLSBS) began the attack
by adjusting, The two small groups of rounds represent over and short rouncs
in the adjustment, and ance corrections had been determined, both groups of thru
mortars brzan fire for effect, About this time, ARA observed the flnshes of the
riortars to the northeast, expended their ammunition on one and adjusted artiller:
an the other two, The tubes near BRLBSLBS ceased firing and c¢id net aubs ~uentl:
fejoin the attack, The remainder of the rowids which hit the CGolf Course wers
fired from the three tubes north of the camp,
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SUBJECT: Combat Cperations After Action Report

This hypothesis requires the enemy to have had an observer to adjust theé
fire and good commmications between the FQ, the mortars and possibly an FDC,
The selectlion of the northeastern position to adjust may have been dicicted by
the need t0 place an FO on high ground near the gun-target line for case of
adjustment, Advance knowledge of the assigned sectors of scan of the countors
mortar radars might also have been a factor in selection of the northecst

mortars to conduct the adjustment, thereby increasing the chances of completing
the adjustment undetected,

12, (C) RESULTS: a, 1lst Air Cavalry Division,

(1) Personmel#

XHA 9 (8~1/12 Cav,1-Div Arty)
HFWHA 15
MHA 0

(2) Eguipment,

Aircraft 15 demaged in mortar attack,
1 hit by SA fire at 1Z CHARLES (Not flyable on
retum to Camp Radcliff)
1xM60 MG captured (LZ CHARIES)
1xAN/MSS-3 truck-mownted searchlighi (LZ CHARIES)
M151 severly damaged,
Searchlight moderately damaged
IxM-16 rifle captured

2xCal L5 pistols captured,
1xM151 on Golf Course heavily damaged
16 runway panels damaged.

be Enemy (all from IZ CHARIES),

KIA (BC) 15
Individual weepons 7
AR 47 magazines 29
7,62 ammo 500 rds
Grenades Lo
VC gas masks 3

#These figures are from LZ CHARLES only, since there were no personnel
casualties from the mortar attack,

##Two men frum 2/7 Cav received slight fragment wounds when a WP shell

fired by B 2/17 Arty landed in their area, They are not included in
this figure,
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AVDAGT
SUBJECT+ Combat Operations After Action Report

13, (U) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTFRS: &, Resupply of artillery emmvriticn
was immediate and effective, Vehicles moved under blackout conditions :ua
the resupply effort was 'continued until there were 1000 rounds at eaci of tue
three battery positions,

by Medevac was responsive and as usual was on the scenc in the midst
of the fight, The ship landed as soon as the fire at LZ CHARLES' diminished
and continued operations until all casualties had been evacuated, even thcugh
the LZ was receiving sniper fire,

i, (U) SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES: None,

15, (C) COMMANDERS ANALYSIS: a, The mortar atteck on Carp Radeliff
followed thé pattern of previous attecks on the base and other division in-
stallations, The primary mortar target was the Golf Course, and all rounds
landed in a relatively small sector in the southeast corner of thot avea,

I% is significant that this part of the Golf Course was where threec unrevetted
CH-5L (Flying Orane) helicopters were hebitually parked, That the three
mortar positiong positively identified were in  defilade within 200 metoers
of the perimeter wire on the north of the camp is in kecping with the MO of
the LOTth Sapper Battalion, As in previous attacks, the counter-mortar radar
failed to locate these positions,

b, The attack on 1Z CHARLES was well planned and was carried out
forcefully, The assault elcments obviously knew how to get into the position
and where key installations were located once they were inside, The loss of
radio contact resulted from early damage of two of the racios in the CP bunker,
while the searchlight was damaged in the initial assault and the mortar
bun'ter wes hit by the first assault unit., Successful defense of the position
can be attributed to the spirit and determination of the defenders and the
accuraté and continuous fire delivered by 2/17 Arty, ARA, and the armed
Chinook, The following is ap example, Sgt Martin Murrcsy, a mechine gunner
in the 1st Platoon B, 1/12 Cav, had been firing at the attackers fram atop
his bunker when a grenade landed near him, wounding him and kmocking him off
the bunker, He crawled back upon the bunker and resumed firing until hit
by three rounds from an AKL7, which wounded him seriously. Realizing that
he could no longer fire or sSecure his weapon, he removed and hid the bolt
befavre losing consciousness, His machine gun, incomplete, was the one removed
from the LZ as the enemy withdrew,

ce The report of aircraf dmmage is at inclosure 4o It should be
noted that the majority of the aircraft organic or attached to the division
were in the PERSHING AO, The alrcraft at base camp were elther on the Golf
Course or dispersed throughout the camp in accordance with OPORD GRASSHOPPZER,
as indicated in the following summary,
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

Aircraft dispersed off the Golf Course 18-228 ASH En
$~229 AE Bn (QRF)
3478 AVN CO
26

Aircraft on the Golf Course Awaiting 2=1st Bde

Maintenance 5-2d Bde
9-1/9 Cav
1-11 GS Co
1-227AH Bn

12-229 4K Bn
5=-228 ASH Bn

“35
Aircraft dispersed on the Golf Course 13-Div Arty
3-1478 Av Co

"16

Total aircraft at Camp Radcliff 77

Tt is significant that 8 of the aircraft which were on the GOLf Course awaib-
ing maintenance were revetted and received only minor damege, All three of
the unrevetted CH-54s on the Golf Course were in the target area, One re-
ceived major damage and two received minor damage, In the opinion of main-
tenance persomnel the revetted aircraft which redeived minor demage wonld
have been heavily demaged without the revetments,

d, There is no indication of the relationship of the zttacks to
each Sther since no prisoners had becen taken by the time this report wes pre-
pared, It can bc presumed that as in the past, the hO7 Sapper Byttolion used
the mortar attack as a diversion for the main erfort, considering damage to
fircraft on the Golf Course to be a bonus effect, The speed and precision
with which the attack on LZ CHARLES was carried ocut could indicete that the
eremy intended to overrun the position, kill the defénders and withdraw uncer
cover of the confusion created by the mortar atteck, Foulty timing could
account for the fact that the attacks wcre not initiated simultoneously,

s Lessons Learned,
TTEM: Location of enemy mortar positions,

DISCUSSION: The mortar positiors for three of the attacks
against the base camp (20 Feb 66, 3 Sep $6, 9 Apr 67) have been in defilide
within 300 meters of the barrier wire on the north side of the perimeter,

The positions were carefully chosen and preparcd to preclude effective direct
fire from forces on the barrier, and were located in the area where the ar-
tillery does not normelly fire H&I (within 500 meters of the towers),
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Acticn Report

OBSERVATION: The enemy has identified and repeatedly explzited
a wealness in the defense of the base cemp, The arca should be evaluzizd to
determine how best to chenge defense procedures to deprive the encry of his
mortar positions,

IIEMS: Dispersion of commmications capability.

DISCUSSION: All of the radios at the LZ were located just out-
side the command binker, The speed with which the enemy located them and
took action to destroy them is in keeping with previous cxpericrnces of this
and other units, and can bé attributed to theorough recomnaissence of the
position before the attack,

OBSERVATION: Establishment of an alternate CP with part of tho
cammunications capability or a dummy CP with obvious display of radios and
antennas couid reduce the liklihood of "losing all communications eerly in
an attack against a fortified position,

ITEM: Destruction of craters,

DISCUSSION: It wos reported that souvenier hunters and other
mauthdérized persons had moved through the mortar impoct aren after the
attack, tampered with dud mortar rounds, and destroyed almost half of the
craters, In addition EOD personncl destroyed most of the duds before the
artillery shell rep team could locate and examine them,

OBSERVATION: There were sufficient undisturbed craters to
enable preparation of recsonably accuratec shell reps, However, the durzer
in tampering with duds and searching’for shell fragments in creters sheculd
be made a matter of command emphasis,

16, (C) RECCMMENDATIONS: a, No recommenddtions are reouired since
deiiciencies can be corrected without assistance,

be Action taken to overccme deficiencics,

(1) The program to construct revetments has been given added
emphasis, and priorities necded to insure rapid completion of the program
have been established, All aircraft on the ‘Golf Course, regardless of
mission-ready status, will be in revetments,

(2) Static defense positions on the Y-ring have been eliminated,
Personnel released from defensé of these positions cre being deplcyed in
LP/0Ps inthe Y-ring each night,

CONFIDENT/AL
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

o

(3) Division Artillery will continue a program of training and
live~fire tests of AN/MPQ-LA countermortar radar crews to overccme identi=
fied wezknesses,

(L) A pattern of selection of mortar positions has been iden-
tified and & study is under way to determine the most cffective means of
denying the enemy access to defilade creas near the perimeter,

(5) A briefing on the base defense plen and the history of
previous attacks on the base camp will be presented to the officers and
NCOs of each infantry battalion on assuming the responsibility for security
cf Camp Radcliff,
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TASK OR«ANIZAT ION

g
Mher

1/12 Cavalry

B 1/8 Cav &opcom)

2/17 arty (=) DS

B 2/19 arty (attached to 2/17 arty)

1 Plt, B, 2/20 Arty (GS) 1 Acft 1st 4v Det (GS)
1 Set Tm, B, 1/9 Cav (OPCON)

4 Tms, 54th Inf Det (GS)

T

Four provisional companies were provided by Support Command and
two were provided by 34th S&S Battalion as prescribed in OPORD DAZZL:dM.
These companies were aleried and placed OPCON to €O, 1/12 Cav durirg
E the attacke They remained under his control wntil 100830 when the

last elements of the tenant units were relieved on the D-ring and return-
ed to their parent units.
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Incl 2 Journel “umicry

Significent reports received at DTOC during the attack. Unless

ottervise indicated, the source for these entries is the DTUC Journal.

0050

0050

0051

0053
0054
0057

0058
0100
0100

0103
0108

0117
0120

0120
0125

0126
0128

Incoming mortar rounds reported by shift officers, wiho ha o
explosions, ran outside, saw the flashes and rin beck inside to
give the alarm. Morter rounds were falling in the SE corner of
the helicopter parking area in lanes E & F.

Units notified that bose was under attack by siren ocnd bose delensc
radio net. (Rodio Log)

Quick fire (counter morter fire program) reported on tue wov.
{2/17 Arty)

Spooky (AC-47) requested from DAST ALFAL. (ALO Journal)
DTOC forward notified of attack.

ARA has engaged muzzle flashes vie BR 485485, reported 1 morta
knocked out of action., (FSCC Journel)

Mortar fire ceased.
DTOC Fwd notified that mortar fire had stopped.

Position at L7 CHARLES came under attack, Thi: was not reported
immediately because of commnications difficulties at the LZ.

1/12 Cav reports possible sighting at BR LL6480.

Request for Spooky twrned down by DASC ALFL becauuc camp was
not airrently under attack. (AIO Journal)

S-3, 2/17 Arty began to o1llect shel 1 reports. (FSCC Journal)

1/12 Cav reports position at L2 CH/RLES (BR 4321,98) has becn under
ground attack from all sides of perimeter since 0100. 1/12
requested permisslon to have forces on berrixxr relessed for
comnitment to LZ CH/RLES. QRF standin; by, but morce forces will
be needed. Reason for lcte report was due to redios being drmoged
by enemy attack on LZ CHARLES.,

Spooky agein requested from DASC ALFAi. (ALC Journal)

DISCQM tcld to send L provisionsl componies to the bzvrier
(D Ring) to relieve 2 platoons of C 1/12 Cav md 2 plctoons of
D 1/12 Cav,

Artillery firing illuminstion for L7 CHARLES., (FSCC Jourmol)

Arty LNO at 1/12 Cav reports that CIURLES is buing overrun. CP
in vic reports that morter rounds did land on CH/RLES. No
contact with CHARLES through command channels. S3, 1/12 Cev
requested that DTOC move tenant units to the berrier and release
infantry for operations in the TAMR.

CONFIDENT AL
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0140

0140

0140
oLl

0145
0146

oLL7
0150

0154
0155
0156
0156
0200

0210

0215

0216

0220

0235

0240

Incd

CONFIVDENT INL

LZ CHLRLES reports that ground attack has been repulsed and that
[Rf. was firing in the arec. Company CO reported to btz wounded.

Irtillery still firing 50-200 meters from the perimeter. (F30C
Journal)

1DC-B relsased the QRF for commitment to L7 CHARLGS,

1/12 Cav requested permission to put forces on the ground east
of the camp to locate the mortar position reported at TRLB5)85.
Forces to be used will be from C 1/12 which would be relensed
when DISCOM companies reached the brrrier.

LZ CHLRLES reports firing hos cersed.

CC ship of 1/12 Cav received some hits ot CHARLES. izploce-
ment requested, as ship was en routc to MUST. LG pads (L/12 Tav)

Spooky in contre t with 2/17 Srtye. {(.LO Journsl)

2 ships from QAF landed at L7 CHARLES and 2 cothers are en routc.

(1/12 Cew)
@F (1 platoon) closcd LZ CH/RLES. (1/12 Cev)

LDC-B circraft relensed to 1/12 Cev for usce os CC ship.

LZ CH/RLES reports receiving sniper fire from tho ecste (L/1? Cav)

Spooky on stotion firing on snipers around L7 Cit.RLES. (FSCC Journal)

DISCQ reports 2 companies on the barrier.

DISCOM reparts third compeny in positicn, believe fourth
company also in position but temporrrily out of radio coniccte

Medevaee reported on the ground ot L7 CHARLES. (1/12 Cov)

Artillery firing on egress routes sterting 3 Km west of 12
CHARLES, (FSCC Journal)

Initial report of casudl ties: US-6 KIL, 6 WIA. Inemy-11 K¥Ii.
(1/12 cav)

Four immediate T.C fir Strikes requested from DASC AN,
(/10 Journal)

3d Bde (P.:ar)- reports 3 casunlties from short friendly round in
2/7 Cav 21e0e 1 sprained ankle (ronning after round londed) and
2 minor frag wounds. Round storted fire in barocks which was
extinguished.
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23

0205

0310

031C
0312
031L

03206
0320

0345

0,25

0425

0L37

0L50

0L5S5

0610

0800

Incl 2-3

C C) /\.“f’lf:’/ /) II“’ !"\/ T— 'I '_/ ,l /

Two platcons from D 1/12 Zav 'eing relicved on the barricr by
DISCOM. Platocns will be commitied to tuc west of base at

LZ Sk (BR L02509) to attempt to cnrege wnewy forces withdrowing
from L7 IH.RLES. (1/12 Cav)

First 1ift from C 1/12 lended at L7 7.3Y (BRL99L89) For swuep
west to sottemot to locrte sarvivorc of the wmortar crew cnjceed
by iRi ¢t BRLB5L85. (1/12 Cav)

Plans for first light rccon of T'0R initinrted using Btry &,
82d *rty, Lir Force F.C and G-2 lir, (FSCC Jeurnal)

S-3, 1/12 Cov requested relicf of last 1/12 Crv clements on
the barricr to permit use in 3&D operctionse.

3Lth 58S informad to send forces to the berricr to relecse fincl
elements of 1/12 Cev,

S2 2/17 Lrty confirms from toil fins that 82mu mortors hit bese cam
1/12 Cov reports from LZ CH.RLTS that US ccsunlties arc now 8 KIA
and 10 WIfi. Medevac being horrossed by spiper fire from the

daste. Enemy KIA dressed in black sho.sts cnd loin cleths, with

web equipment and mess gear. Hed grenrdes ond much cmmo. & LK-b7s
found, 2 with folding stocks.

1/12 Cav reports lst Platoon € 1/12 Crv crossing Song Fe River
at BRL92L8L moving towerd morter position reported ~t “R4B5LES.

1/12 Cav reperts final friendly cesurlty count at LZ CH'RLES os
9 KIA and 15 WI), .11 others present or acconted fore

1/12 Cov reports thet rclicf of D Comneny fram the barrier is
complcted,

First light recon plon will have E/B2d rty, Us F FC end
OV-1 eircraft sweenine oreas assigned by G-2.

2/17 Lrty reports center of impact of mortor rounds cstimeted to
be TRU6S6LTET ~nd thot rpproximetely 4O rounds lended in the
vicinity. (FsCC Journalg

1/12 Cev reports relicf of C Compeny on the barricr has been
completeds 211 1/12 Cov units now off the berrier.

Alert stcte terminated effective 090630H. 3hth 3&3 Bn and DISCOM
directed % continue to provide security on the D ring with
minimum forces necesscory. C&D 1/12 will continuc $¢D missions
until last light today. 3L S&S and DISCON forccs will remein
0°CON to CO, 1/12 Crv and unicss 1/12 mokes contet in the

Ti.OR, 3L S&S cnd DISCOM forces will be relicved of D ring
(barrier) security by last light. If oontrct develops be
prepered to remain L8 hours.

2/17 !rty reports crrter snalysis indicctes & mortor was
positioned vic BRL7757h. ("SCC Journal)
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CONFIDENTIAL

Damage report on Golf Course runwey, Five rounds fell on the

south end of the runway and 16 pancls must be repleced.
70th Engr Bn working on it.

1/12 Cav reports 2d "1t C 1/12 Cav on the ground at L% 2
(BR388532).

Aircraft damege duc to morter rounds reported by 11 Av Groups
{Sce incl }j for complete report).

70th Enginecer Bn rcports Golf Course runwoy complutely repsirod.

At 1150H B 12 checked BRE65537 ond BR3L1581 for possible mortar
positions. [t 1215H reported no positions locoted but found
many fresh trrils moving MW, had been used in lest LY hours.

£4 1230H B 1/° found a wcll cemoufleged network of hooches and
bunkers undcr o canopy of undergrowth inhsbited in th. lost

3-L hours. To check vic BRLU66532 belicve it to be ¢ mortar
position,

2/17 ’rty now revorts count of incoming mort:r rounds is 72,

‘including 5 duds. Shelreps substrnticrte thet 3 mort r positions

were used (previously reported by Div /rty).

1/12 Cav reports thet st 2035H 3d Plstoon B 1/12 “ov received
S4 fire ot BRL3WL7S.Heve closed on L7 JOI (BRI28L7%) ond
returned fire. 2041 Tower #9 (BRLO9ILT9) ruciiving Si fire ond
requested illumin-tion. 1/12 Crv checking, ond rounds could
be friendly troops inside Y Ring.

1/12 Czv sure S fire on Tower 9 not from friendly sourcc. eder
reports 8-10 men with 1 mstrllic object woving north 600-900
meters W of Tower 7. (BR LLh6h71). Loc~ticn of moving pursomel
placed ~t HRIL17L805.
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35~ Incl 3 Targets Fired During Mortar Attack 9 April 1967
6T # GRID NATURE OF TGT UNIT RDS FIRED
Kr830 40581995 Countermortar 1/2/17 150 HE
KX1101 421499 VC Loecation A2/1T 30 HE
KX1102 14,3050}, VC Location £/2/17 36 HE
K¥1103 L2650 VC Locaticn Y Xk 36 HE
KX1.04 121501 VC Location 22/17 18 HE
KX.105 201,98 VC Location 1717 18 HE
KX1106 1421),92 VC Location £/2/17 18 HE
KX1107 420,95 VC Location L/2/17 15 HE
KX1108 423503 VC Location M2A7 15 HED
KX1109 417501 Sus VC Loc tACHTH 30 HE
KX1110 141,506 Sus VC Loc L/2/17 25 HE
KX1111 411507 Sus VC Loc &/2/17 25 HE
KX1112 L,09509 Sus VC Loc 22/17 25 HE
Kc360) 01508 Illumination - A/2/17 93 ILL
KX1113 ;30505 Illuminetion 2/2/17 8 11
KF88) L671501Y Countermortar B5/2/19 10 I®
KF812 147205025 Countermortar B/2/19 10 HE
KF817 490480 Countermortep B/2/19 10 HE
Kr8LY 45755030 Countermortar B/2/19 10 HE
KF852 1,881,83 Countermortar B/2/19 10 HE
KF810 ;6185022 Countermortsr B/2/19 7 HE
K5111h 414506 Sus VC Loc B/2/19 60 HE
KX1137 L17501 Sus VC Loc B/2/19 30 HE
; KX1115 L204,90 VC Loc B/2/19 40 T
: KX1116 401508 Ve Loc B/2/19 30 HE
KX1117 L1979 Sus VC Loc B/2/19 60 1B
KX1118 499515 VC Loe B/2/19 30 HE
K119 14198511 VC Loc B/2/19 30 HT
KX1120 500502 VC Lee B/2/19 30 HE
Kxa121 861,86 VC Loc B/2/19 25 |
KX1122 412510 VC Loc B/2/19 6 HE
KX1123 L2241 83 VC Loc B/2/19 12 FE
K{1121 1,86),86 VC Loc B/2/19 L2 HE
: X112 427502 VC Loc B/2/15 102 1T
Q125 L2L1:B3 VC Loc B/? 19 LS ILL
i KX1126 1,851,685 VC Loc B/2/17 2 Wp
KX1127 L90L80 VC Loc B/2/17 4O HE
KX1128 4921,83 VC Loc B/2/17 LS HE/3 ILL
KX1129 L2798 9C Loc B/2/17 96 HE/9) ILL
KX1130 L12650), VC Loc B/2/17 45 HE
KX1131 L23),80 VC Loc B/2/17 56 W3
KX1132 3965),7 VC Loc B/2/17 28 HE
KX1133 414506 Sus VC Loc B/2/17 30 HB
Kx13y L2090 Sus VC Loc B/2/17 35 HE/21 ILL
KX1135 119182 Sus VC Loc RR/NAT 30 HE
KX1136 L77L97 Sus C Loc B/2/17 2, HE
) KX1137 1465532 Sus VC Loc B/2/17 L5 HE
KX1138 41h502 Sus VC Loc B/2/17 50 HE
KF811 439476 Countermorter B/2/17 9 HE

CONEIVDENT Il
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Incl 3 Targets Fired During Hortar 2ttack 9 ipril 1967, Cont'd RS é
16T # CRID NATURE OF TGT NIT RDS FIRED
KF833 LhoL80 Countermortar B/2/17 9 HE
KF832 1y 3487 Countermortar B/2/17 7 HE
KF8L45 150496 Counte: morter B/2/17 9 HE
KF860 149500 Countermortar B/2/17 7 HE
KFE63 456497 Countermortcr B/2/17 9 HE

TOTALS
i i L
ALR/LT kLl 101
B/2/17 574 2 15C
B/2 A9 L30 - 190
145 2 W

In addition to the above expenditure of 105mm howitzer emmunition,
ARA fired 149 cf their 2.7% inch ra kets ot observed 2nd suspect cnemy
locations during the attack.

Incl 3-2 < ONFIDE NT i/y¢
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9.7 Aireraft Demage
=ks Nr Extent it levetnents
UH-1B il Minor 11t» 13 Co Yes
; UEAD L Moderate to Minor  2.11 45 co 3
: 1-227 AH Bn
1-229 AH Pn
CE-L7 7 2 Majar 228 LH Bn A
5 Minor
CH-5), 3 1 Major 478 Hel Co No
2 Minor
: Total 15 3 Major 8
£ 12 Modercte to minor

ALl of the aircraft in revetments at the time of the attnck
received only minor damoge,
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Radars do not show max range.

. Suspect location of 3 wmortars.
Location of shell craters.
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Mortar positions reported by Div Arty counter mortar radar 090056 A
Mortar positions reported by Div Arty counter mortar radar 090115-0

Night ambushes C 1/12 <Cav 09-10 April.
Mortar positions discovered by 1/12 Cav on 10 April.

Fired on by ARA 090054.
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Mortar positions reported by Div Arty counter mortar radar 090056 April.
Mortar positions reported by Div Arty counter mortar radar 090115-090125 April.

Radars do not show max range.
Night ambushes C 1/12 Cav 09-10 April.
Mortar positions discovered by 1/12 Cav on 10 April.

Suspect location of 3 mortars. Fired on by ARA 090054.

Location of shell craters.
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Mortar position reported by Div Arty counter mortar radar
Mortar positions reported by Div Arty counter mortar radar
Radars do not show max range.

Night ambushes C 1/12 Cav 09-10 April.

Mortar positions discovered by 1/12 Cav on 10 April.
Suspect location ot 3 mortars. Fired on by ARA 090054.
Location of shell craters,
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Mortar position reported by Div Arty counter mortar radar 090056 April.

Hortar positions reported by Div Arty counter mortar radar 090115-090125 April.
Radars do not show max range.

Night ambushes C 1/12 Cav 09-10 April.

Mortar positions discovered by 1/12 Cav on 10 April.

Suspect location of 3 mortars. Fired on by ARA 090054.

Location of shell craters.
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