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SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons learned for (uarterly Period Ending
31 July 1966 (RCS CSFOR-~65)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETHAM, APO San Francisen 96307

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of
the Army, Yashington, D. C. 20310 »

‘ 1. (U) The Operational Report-Lessons Learned submitted by II
. Field Force Vietnam for the reporting period ending 31 July 1966 is for-
warded herewith,

2,  (U) 7This headquarters concurs with the basic report as modi-
fied by the comment in Paragraph 3 below,

‘ 3. (C) Reference Paragraph 5e¢(5), Section I: 18th Ingineer Bri-
( - gade recornalssance »eports classify that portion of National Highway 15
o from Phuoe Ii to Vun; Tau as class 12; not 20 2s reported, This infor-
't mation has been forwaided to II Field Force Vietnam
: FOR THE CQMMANDER .
L . , A, J. THORNTON
, 2 Incl InL:, AGC
| as _ Ast Adjutant General
I
‘ .
; \‘_/
i
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SUBJLCTs  Operational tepert for uarterly teriod snuing 51 July 1966
(Res C3irOR=bY)

103 ‘B DISPRIBULTON

¥

SECTIUN I

SIGHIFICANY ACCIVILIES
1. (C) vuidwaiiog

ue wmince tile last reporting period, the assigned and attachea
strongths of II ¥ielu Force Vietnam have steadily increased., On <¢U May
1966, the 21yth kiiitury Intelligence Detuchuent was attached by General
rier nuaber Sb, deaiyuarters, United states Axmy Vietnan, dated «U duy
1960 with an effective dule of 10 day 196b. ‘This was foliowed oy tho Tth
didiitury History wetaciwent, attuched by Usarv GO %91, effeciive 1 June
1500, surly in June thr 53d signal Battalion (Corps), plus the 16th
sualic Luformwtion Detactment (#ield service) wd the 16th Ligmuel Detach-
wont (snotowuaphio assijument) crrived in-country and wers anttuched per
VotV Gu 35%6 effective 4 Junw 15Gu.  Tae 511Eh sugineer Detuciuent
(Perruin) was ulso uttached effective 4 June 1400 on the seme Ueneral
vrder. A ocoudarisva of tue assigned/attached strengtn for Heudquarters,
II Field Force Vietnau at the end of the last two repuriing periods is

/ au followas ,

Dni  OUFICER  WARRAND ONFICSR  anbISUE.G) Mix
30 Apr 66 111 10 201
31 Jul 66 1 23 1024

| ——
b. dMajor subordirate unite cre suown st inclosure 1. Locatvio:ns
are shown at inclosure <.

Ce Diatinguished vigitors received by this headquarters for the
months of liay, June, and July are shown at inclosuree 3, 4, and 5.

20 (C) FuksUNL&L, HUGALE AN DISCISLIlss

1

' Best Available copy
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' CONFIDENTIAL

AVESC=1 15 August 1960
HUs0auls  Operniioind Report for wyuarterly Yerios mndibg 31 July 1966,
(RG3 CIIOIR=LY) :

ae The health of the comand remains elowi.ents.  Ho unusual

diseuses or significant outbreaks of disease nave veen noted. The gen-
ornl sanitution off mrvw., is cotigtantly improvin,. ‘The improvement is &
reflection of duraiion of time in-country aliowing fcr increaseu effort
on sanitwtion, ‘there were seventy-six (76) cases of malaria diagnosed in
units under operatiovm.d control of II Fleld force Vietnwn during the
guarter. The late onset of the monsoon sewson wy,.ears to have delayed
thy expected incruuse in malavia cuses, July bein, the only uonth thet
reflected w significint incrsase.

b, Mo incresse the proficiency of administrative peraonrel
adsigned to the neadynuriers, the ddjurant General orgenized and conduc-
tud & olerical wcheol.

. Du tie area of Civiiian rersonncl, a recuiraaent oo a bLabor
Cfi'icer neveloped e to the large nuwber of locul nationuls emyloyed by
this headguarters amd stlached units. Phis function is veiny perforiaed
jointly by the aCofs, €1 and the demdguarters Comandant. 4 recomuenda
tion wis mede to add & labor section to the Headquoxt.rs :‘ommandant 3ec~
tion by augmentation in order to ceniralize control in this area.

d. Tho deletion of the Provost iacshal from the Gl uwection and
the addition of a lwovost llarshal section to function in the arens of in-
stullation security, contrul of locel nationals, wprisoner control, plus
law enforcenent and discijline is felt to ve Justilied.

e. lwmintenance of diseipline, law and order has bueen excellent
during the reporting period. There were ne soriovus incldentu or accidents
reporied threugh %1 July 1Yvb. '

fo The 17th Radio Resesrch Unit was attached tou Headquarters,
IT Pieid Force Vietnam for Miiitary Justice effective € June 14te, jer
GG 10, Hendquarters, 50Yth Radic Helsy Uroup, dated 8 June 1966,

;

¢

& Ylans wer itiated to begin ainnuu: General Inspections of
assignued and attacned &n‘%;mmn:u & in Oetober 14900. Preliminary in-
gpactions will beusin in September to assist uanits wider Operational Con-
irol of this headquarters to prepare Lo Annusl General Inspections by
the UJSARV Inspector General. As pertninse to morale ana discipline, no
problens were encountered in this area during the reporting yeriod.

3 (C) INDSLLIGENCS AL COUNTER INIG, LLIGIHNC:
a. ‘fhe G2 Section expanded its operations due to the arrival

2
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFBC-H 15 August 1966
SUBJCTs Operational Report for guarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
(RCS CSFOR-65)

R AR T R

of the 219th Military Intelligence Detachment. The 219th MI Det (Corps)
g arrived in-country on 9 May 1966 and became opeiational on 9 June 1966,
o Selected personnel from the detachment were integrated into the G2 Opera-

"tions and G2 Air Divisions, and the remainder of the unit established the

II FFORCRV Intelligence Center, The nucleus of the center, the Order of
. Battle Section, works in close coordingtion with the Imagery Interpretation,
§ Interrogation, Counterintelligence and Document and Material Exploitation
4 ~ Sections. The activities of the oenter have greatly assisted the G2 Sect-

£ : ion in the production, evaluation and dissemination of intelligence in«
formation.

b. Presently the Interrogation Teams from the 219th MI Det are
being used to supplement teams of the units under operational control of
' Headquarters, II FFORCEV. Arrangements have been made to attach ARVN in-
- terrogators to the Interrogation Teams of the 219th MI Det to provide a
capability for interrogation of prisoners at Hq II FFORCEV.

¢. For a description and recapitulation of Enemy Order of Battle
see inclosure 6.

4. (C) OPERATION3, PLANS AND TRAINING:

ae Since the southwest monsoon season begins in May, a campaign
plan was developed by COMUSMACV defining the strategy to be used in combat-
ing the VC/NVA forces during this periods In order to aid II FFORCE's de-~
velomment of a plan of action based upon the MACV plan, a study group was
formed in late April 1966 to war game likely VC courses of action. 4 plan
wae developed that envisioned employment of forces to hold the national pri-
- ority areas; to clear those areas of local VC; and to protect the rice hare
vest, In addition, a plan providing for the defense and security of the LONG
BINH sub area was formulated during this period.

N
b. Other major omerations initiated by direction of this headquar-

ters were:

Operation Dnit Dates location Type

Bir.ingham I & II lst Inf Div 24 Apr-16 May Tey Ninh & S&D
Binh Duong

Hardihood 173d Abn Bde 16 May- & Jun Phuoc Twy  S&D, clearing
Province

Hollandia 173d Abn Bde 8 Jun~18 Jun Phuoo Tuy  S&D, clearing
Provinoe

Yorktown 173d Atn Bde 23 June 8 Jul Long khan S&D, olearing
Provinoe

durora I & II 1734 Abn Bde 9 Jul=31 Jul Long Khan Spoiling attacks
Provinoce

Kahana I & II 25th Inf Div 6 Jul=31 Jul long Knan Spoiling attacks
Bien Tuy

o  CONFIDENTIAR
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CONFIDENTL:

AVIBC-H 15 August 1966
\ SUBJECTs Operational Report for Guarterly Period Bnding 31 July 1966,
3 (RCS CSFOR-65)

s Plans were made for the reception, staging and movement to
) base areas for the following units scheduled to arrive during the period
August - November 1966.

. 1l1th Armored Cavalry Regiment
196th Infantry Brigede (Sep)
Philippine Civil Action Group, Vietnam
24 Battalion, 34th Armox
2d Battalion, llth Artillery (155mm towed)

i d. The 1lst Australian Task Force arrived in-country and moved
! ~’  into an arvea vie Ba Ria (¥YS 4637) during the period 20 April - 12 June 66,
: In the same period the 1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regimeni ceased to
be under OPCON of the 173d Airborne Brigade (Sep) and returned to Australia.
+  The 4th Battalion, 503d Infantry srrived in RVN and was assigned to the
; 1734 Airborne Brigade (Sep) in July 1966, The 2d Battalion, 35th Artillery
: (155mm SP) also arrived and joined II FFORCEV artillery.

o¢ As part of a continuing program to counter VC tax collection
aotivities and to further road seocurity within III 72, II FFORCEV devel~
) oped plans requiring subordinate unite to conduot ground and airmobile
operations in assigned areas %o destroy VC engaged in tax oolleotion ard
traffioc diaruption activities.

f. Profiting from experience gainad by in~oountry operations, a
draft MICE for Headquarters, II FFORCEV (TCE 52-1T7) was prepareds The
draft MICE is presently being svaffed within the headquarters.

& During the mst quaitor, staff studies were ocouwpleted on the
following subjeota:

(1) Requirement for Armored Personmel Carriers for Infantry

Divisions,

(2) Requirement for M548 Cargo Carrier.

(3) Requirement for XM551. '

(4) Requirement for 4th Infantry Rifle Campany for Infantyy
Battalions,

(5) Requirement for Aviation Support for Comi... Support and
Combat Service Support units,

4
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AVFBC-H 15 Aungust 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
(RC5 CSFOR-65)

(6) Requirement for Night Observation Binoculars.

- (7) Requirement for Xenon Searchlight.

, (8) Requirement for Kit, Armor Plate,

' ' (9) Requirement for Long Range Patrols.
(10) Augmentation of Infantry Division Air Cavalry.
(11) Requirement for Tactical Carrier Companies for II FFORCEV.
(12) Requirement for Weapon Mix and Sniper Scopes.
(13) Requirement for Armor Piercing Ammunition in Vietnam.

— (14) Determine Ammunition Requirement for II FFORCEV.

(15) Operations in the Mekong Delta.
(16) Plan for Up-grading of Air Fields in III CTZ through FY 67.
(17) RVNAF Manpower and Force Structure.

h. Bxperience indicated that the coordination for allocation of air
resources was not sufficiently refined nor responsive to meet and satisfy
the immediate requirements for airlift supporte As a result, all air activ-
ity was grouped under the G3 iir Branch, This expanded the scope of respon-
8ibility normslly associated with the G3 Air, but it allowed these activities
to be consolidated under one head. An organizational sketch of this regroup-
ment is shown below:

.
"/ | @3 Alr Bx |
[Fae s

allocation and priore TAC Alr 5pt
ities of Army Avn (Plans & Op)
oooxd w/MW Air
§ ]

TACP ™ Air

USAF) (asgd to G4)
Advise and assist USAF IV Trp and equip-

. TAC & W Air ment liftas coord w/AAE
5

-
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AVFBC-H 15 August 1966
SUBJECT: Uperational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
(RCS CSFOR=65)

This concept has been in effect for only a short time but the advan-
tages acorued are already manifest. The intra-~office cocordination between
Army Aviation and Air Force airlift has materially reduced the requirement
to implement emergency procedures to satisfy immediate requirements for
airlift support. For statistics on tactical air sorties and Arc Light
missions see inclosure 20,

5. (C). Logistics
as. Operations

(1) The organization of the G4 section underwent one major
change followed by one minor change. The final organization (incl 18)
resulted in the following functional organization: <the ACofS, G4 (and
Deputy); an Administrative Branch; a Plans and Operations Division (to
include transportation); and a Supply and Service Division. Based upon
experience gained from the critical months of operation in this environ-
ment, it is believed that this organization will better facilitate the ac-
complishment of the logistics mission in the present tactical posture.

(2) logistical support was focused on the following major
tactical operations.

(a) Operation NENVER (10~-25 May). This operation
was supported principaliy by airlift into the SONG BE airstrip out of
Bien Hoa and Tan Son Fhut. The lst Logistical Command assisted in the
operation by moving Class V by truck from the Long Binh ASP to the 173d
Airhorsns Brigsde Support Battalion area at Bien Hoa, where trained pex-
gsonnel of the Brigads palletized the supplies for air delivery.

(b) Operetion BIRMINGHAM (24 April-l7 May). This
operation was supported from Tay Ninh III airstrip by elements of the 1st
Logistical Commend, and marked the first instance in the III CTZ in which
the loglstical Command supported an operation by means of a forward sup-
port area. Resupply was accomplished by both land and air lines of com-
munication (LOC). The land LOC utilized both Routes 1 & 22 and By-Pass
19. Initially the roads would aoccomodate only 24 ton trucksj however, by
5 May the roads had been improved to a clase 60 route.. At the conolusion
of the operation, approximately 250 tons of vless V were turned over to the
2¢5th Infantry Division and 88 tons of JP-4 fuel had been transferred to
Tay Ninh I for "Skybolt" stocks, The lst Logistical Command back-hauled
approximately 80 tons of miscellansous Class V supplies.

(o) Operations EL PASQ I. II, & III (2 June-Present).

Thie sexries qf.operationo was supplied principally by air LOC out o.

6
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AVTEC-H 15 mgust 1966
SUBJECT:s Operational Reyort for yuarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
(RCS CSFOR-65)

- Bien Hoa and Tan 3Son Nhut; troop and equipment moves were supported from
Phuoc Vinh, lai Khe, Long Thanh North ("Bear Cat") into the areas of
Song Be, Loc Ninh, Minh Thanh, quan Loi and Hon yuan.

(d) Operstions AURORA I and II (15 July - 1 .ugust).
This series of operations, conducted by the 173d airborne Brigade, wes
supported by both land and air 10C, The air 10C operated mainly out of
Bien Hoa and Tan Son Nhut with 1st Loglstical Command coordinating the
detailed "marrying-up" of supply and airlift. Coordination by this
headquarters oconsisted of processing airlift request for initial tactical
deployment and extraction sgheduled for July and processing requests foxr
emergency resupply.

Land LOC support was continuous during the operation, both with
regard to movement of supplies and tactical troop movements., The lst
Logistical Command furnished s peak input of 50 trucks during extraction
from the operation ir addition to providing 18 trucks throughout the
oparation,

(e) Operation KAHANA (15 July - 1 august), This
operation, originally planned as a two battalion operation by the 25th
Infantry Division but later reduced t0 a battalion force, was supported
with airlift for the initial tactiocal deployment and for the extraction
phase, Only minimam resupply was programmed and regquired,

One signifiocant facet of this operation was that both the 1734 Airborne
Brigade and the 25th Infantry Divicion slements operated from the same
airatrip at Vo Dat.
-/ be Transportation,
(1) =xperience gained over the reporting period indicates
that transportation functions of this office will fall into the following
oategories of activitiess
(a) Coordination with the 4th Transportation Command for
notifiocation of inconing vessels ocarrying troops and equipment of units
aasigned to, or under operational control of, this headquarters.

(v) Processing requests from units for additional
vehicles to move trocps and supplies, .

(o) Processing requests for highway olearance through
Seigon.

7
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AVE3C-H 15 August 1966
SUBJsCT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
(RCS C3FOR-65)

[ (d) In coordination with the IT FFORCEV Enginesr,
maintaining data on MSR's and route olassification.

\ (2) Major transportation moves coordinated by this office
are outlined belows :

(a) Movement of 1/69th Armor. Coordination was made
with Transportation llovement Agency (’I'MA) and the 25th Infantry Division
to effect movement of the 1/69th Armor from Cu Chi to Pleiku, Movement
was by road convoy from Cu Chi to Saigon Port on 14, 15, and 16 May,
Parsomel and equipment were loaded on each of four IST's on 15, 16, 17,
and 18 Mgy. Debarkation was made at wui Nhon with subsequent road convoy

L move to Pleiku. .

. (b) Movement of the 53d Sigmal Battalion, Coordination
% was made with lst Logistiocal Command and the 53d Signul Battalion to move

the battalion, arriving on the USS Gordon, from Vung Tau to Bien Hoa on
4 Juns by air, Cargo and equipmant arrived by ocean transport on the USS
Ocean Tide, USS Bernie Viotory and USS Evergreen State on 1l and 13 June.

(¢) Coordination was effected between the 23d Artillery
f : Group, lst Logistical Command and Hq II FFORCEV Artillery for the move-
- : ment of the 2d Battalion (155mm SP), 35th Artillery, arriving on the USS
Walker, from Vung Tau to Bien Hoa by air on 23 June,

(d) Coordination was effected between the lst
logistical Command and the 173d¢ Airborne Brigade for movement of the 4th
Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry, arriving on the USS Pope 25 Juns,
from Vung Tau to Bien Hoa by air on 26 June.

(3) For a discussion of AIRLIFT see para 5a(l) and Incl 19.

< R S

os Maintenance,

(1) As a step towards insuring a high state of vehicle
maintenance, a letter prescribing maintenance policies for this heaiquarters
was published on 25 April., The contents of this letter wexe further
reinforced through means of command emphasis and twice-daily motor stables.

(2) As awvesult of initial in-country experience and review
of reports from other units, this headquarters dispatched a letter on 3
May to units under its control outlining maintenance procedures for gener-
ators, proper poeitioning of equipment, the requiremsnt for back-up gener-

ators, and policivs rertaining to operator, organizational, and field maint-
oNnanoce,

8
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFBC=-H 15 August 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
(RCS CSFOR-65)

(3) Periodic maintenance assistance visits were made to the
1st and 25th Infentry Divisions, the 173d Airborne Brigade, and the 23d
Artillery Group. As a result of these visits and subsequent coordinated
actions, several items of equipment were removed from deadline atatus.
Additionally, back-up support was discussed with representatives from the
lst Logistical Command. These discussions resulted in expediting the
evacuation of unserviceable items and in establishing a collection and
olassification point in the Long Binh area.

(4) During the reporting period, Brigadier General W, D.
Crittenberger, Commanding General II FFORCEV Artillery, and Hq II FFORCEV
Material Readiness Officer, gave further emphasis to the material readi-
ness program initiated during the previous reporting period. This pro-
gram, in addition to the prescribed monthiy materisl readiness council
meetings at which trends, problems and solutions are discussed, now in-
cludes these measures: an inspection program designed to inspeot 25 per
cent of each unit's equipment on a quarterly oycle; solicited visits and
advice from USARV material readiness assistance teams; and vigorous and
continuous followup on problem areas by unit materisl reudiness officers.
It is anticipated that such a systematic program, given adequate impetus
by command interest, will appreciably improve the material readiness pos-
ture of Hy II FFORCEV assigned and attached units,

(5) In order to apprise the Commanding General and the
II FPORCEV Material Readiness Officer of the operational status of certain
oritical items of equipment (radios, vehicles, generators), a wsekly
summary, in the form of charted irends, has been utllized by the G4
Section during this period.

(6) Pending arrival of a transportation car company to
support Headquarters, IX FFORCEZV and certain small headquarters-type units,
vehicles have been drawn to suprnort requirements. These small units have
been satellited on Headquarters Company, II FFORCIV, necessitating an
augmentation of mechanica. Overflow maintenance is accomplished by the
supporting DS Maintenance Company.

d. Supply. . ‘
(1) The rapid build-up in Vietnam has diotated a need for
oommanders to take a serious look st supply discipline and maintenance in
their units in order to prevent an unnecessary strain on the supply system

resulting from waste and negleot. To attain this overall objective,
COMUSMACV's letter of November 1965 (incl 21) on this subject was

9
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AVFBC-H 15 August 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
(RCS CSFOR-65)

redistributed to the commend in May of this year. The Commanding General,

II FFORCEV added command emphasis to this subject by publishing a supple-
mental command letter in June (incl 22) stressing the importance of con-
servntion of supplies through sound maintenance practices, the establishment
of uninflated demands and the exercise of sound canmand management practices.

(2) During the reporting period, this headquarters partici-
pated with lst Logistical Commend and major tactical units in the formation
of a provisional air delivery campany (organized under TOE 10-407E)s The

% purpose of forming this provisional unit was to cover contingencies pending
p the arrival of the 109th QM Air Delivery Coanpany in September ¢ Octoher.
¥ The oapabilities of the provisional unit ares:
; ~ (a)‘]An initial heavy drop of 250 S/T per day:\

‘.’. ‘».\
i (b) A susteined heavy drop of 250 S/T for 12 cinsecutive
5 day Be 3

\
' \
e. Status of Primary land 10C's as of 31 July 1966, \

| \
(1) National Highway 13, Gia Dinh to Ben Cat. Thiis rolte,
in its present condition, is trafficable in its entirety. The gzaps of
four demolished bridges filled with laterite makes wet season traffic
ability somewhat hazardous., Traffic is limited to class 30. From Ben
Cat to Loo Ninh; the route requires the wu: of AVidd's to cross the gapi
A

of destroyed bridges.

ey N

S, \‘
E , (2) Interprovineial Highway 16 from XT 005050 to intersaction
‘ with interprovincial Highway 14, end then rorth on Highway 1A to Phuoc \
~\./ Vinh. This route is trafficable to class 30 londs limited by the Song Be\
and Phuoc Vinh bridges which are wide. A triple single Baily Bridge is |\
being repaired to handle class 45 loads at XT 936144.

v
»

(3) Provincisl Route 2A fren XT 796139 to XT 831340. This
gerves as an aiternate MSR from the Phu Cuong area to the Phuoo Vinh area. !
This route, due to the absence of culverts and bridges, is not susceptible |
to major interdiction by the VC. A one day clearing operation will open \
it to class 60 loads. :

, (4) Provincial Route JB. When used in connection with Route
2A, this provides a route from Ben Cat to Fhu Cuong or Fhuoc Vinhe It has \
no oulverts or bridges and a clearing operation will open it to class 60 \
loads. ’ \
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(5) DNationel Highway 15 from Bien Hoa to Phuoc Le (Jeria).
Open to class 24 traffie, From Phuoc Le Yo Vung Tau it is a class 20
route. The Ministry of Public Works is involved in a constructicn pro-
gram to upgrade the bridges to class 50, Work is progressing rapidly on
the Portion of the roite between Bien Hoa and Phuoc le.

(6) National Highway 1 and 22 from Saigon to Tay Ninh, This
highway will accept class 60 traffio on Highway 1 fram Saigon to Go Dan Ha
and is limited to class 20 traffic from Go Dau Ha to Tay Ninh. Using
AVIB's and a limited amount of upgrading on the longer bridges, this route
can be made olass 60 in its entirety.

(7) Interprovincial Higlway 2 from Xuan Loo %o Phuoc Ie.
Open during dry weather if by-panses around the collapsed bridges are used.

(8) National Highway 1 from Bien Hoa to Phan Thiet. Open to
class 40 traffic from Bien Hoa to & voint 2 kilometers south of Gia Ray.
Bast of Gia Ray the VC have destroyed a number of bridges. Using by-passes,
the route is oven to the Ham Tan road junction. No definite information is
known about the route from the Ham Tan junotion to the II-III ¢72 boundary.

(9) construction underway. °
(a) National Highway 15 is being repaired and improved.
(b) Interprovincial Highway 16 is being repaired and
maintained by the US lst Infentry Division. An upgrading program to class
50 is being effected,

(¢) Road clearing operations are being run on National

Highway 13.

(d) Tey Ninh by-pass road from Go Dau Ha (Ro:ites 19 and
26) oan be used after clearing operations and repair of 3 bridges.

6. (U) Information.

&+ The 1l6tia Public Information Detachment arrived in-country and

" was assigned to II Field Force Vietnam on 4 June 1966. Activated at Fort

George G, Meade, Maryland, per General Order Number 4, Headquarters, Fert
George G, Meade, Maryland, dated 14 January 1966, with an effective date of
24 January 1966, the detachment was organized under 0B 45~500E (2 Apr 63)
as a field servioce forward area Public Information Team with the mission
of providing information support for a corps or logistical area command. .

11
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The detachment has an authorized strength of four (4) officers (1 Major,
3 Captains) and nine (9) enlisted mer.

b. The detachment departed Fort Meade on 15 May 1966, by
- commercial air to Qakland Army Terminal, Celifornia, where it embarked on
the troop ship, USNS General W. H. Gordon on 16 May 1966. Upon joining

II FFORCIV, the detachment merged with the Information Office and becane
an integral part of its operation.

0o The following fact sheets were published by the Information
Office during the reporting period to support the Coummand Information
Program,
~ (1) Pact Sheet #2 "South Vietnan" (15 May 66)

(2) Fact Sheet #3 "Knowledge, Control, Cure" (disease and
infection) (24 May 66)

(3) Fact Sheet #4 "The Enemy in Your Hands" (How to treat
POV's) (28 May 66)

(4) Fact Sheet #5 "Inflation in Vietnaw" (27 May 66)

(5) Fact Sheet #6 "Your special Services Program in Vietnam"
(28 May 66) '

(6) Fact Sheet #7 "USMACV, History and Organization" {6 Jun 66)

(7) Fact Sheet #8 v"Zxcerpts from sSun Tzu's, The Art of War"
./ (8 Jun ©6)

(8) Fact Sheet #9 "Religions in Vietnaw" (8 Jun 66)

. (9) Fact Sheet #10 "The Inspector General Redress of Complaints"
{30 Jul 66)

(10) Fact Sheet #11 "legal Assistance and Personal Affairs
Information for the Serviceman" (30 Jul 66)

(11) Faot Sheet #12 "Traffic Guides for Vehicle Operation in
Vietnan" (30 Jul 66)

ds Required orientations, films and directives have bee' ocon-
duoted, shown and prepared in addition to daily pick-up in Saigon and

12
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distribution of the Stars and Stripes for this headquarters.

e. The arrival in June of the 16th Photographic Detachment and
its attachment to the 53d Signal Battalion has provided the required
augmented photographic capability the Information Office must have to
acconplish the mission. Although the 16th Photographic Detachment does
not have a preoessing and reproduction ospability, they are well supported
by the 53d Sigmal Battalion's photo prooessing laboratory. The cameramen
of the 16th Photographic Detachment provide excellent photographs and the
orocessed prints provided by the 53d Signal Battalion are done in a highly
professional manner. At the mesent time, in coordination with the 53d
Signal Battalion, the 16th Photographic Detachment has as its primary
nission the photographic support of the Information 0ffice.

f. The concept of this office is to give full publicity support
to all units under *the operational control of this headquarters., There-
fore, suveral informasion teams (press and audic) have been sent o sup-
port various units,. tactiocal operations and olvic aotion aotivities.

7+ (U) Inspector General.

During the reporting period, the Inspector General received one
complaint (unjustified), nine requests for assistance and conduoted two
investigations. No trends wore indicated as a result of these actiona.

8. (U) Civil Affairs/Psychological Operationa.
as Civil Affairs.

(1) The Revolutionary Development Program was supported by
all units throughout III Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ). Projeots implemented
include oonstruction and repair of roads, classrooms, wells, latrines,
dispensaries, fences, dikes, canals and dams.

(2) The US Agenoy for International Development (USAID) is
working closely with III Corps units and advisors to assist the Revolu-
tionary Development Programs. USAID has provided cement, reinforcing
bars and roofing tin to be used in the construction of schools, dispen-
saries and other structures in villages and hamlets throughout III CTZ,
Large quantities of Bulgar wheat and cooking oil have been distributed
as well as items from CARE, Catholio Relief Services and other in-gountry
relief organizations. Over 600 metric tons of commodities were air lifted
by USAID to Phuoo Long Province during the month of June to support the
popalace beoause road oonvoys could not get in*o the ares safely,
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(3) Joint United States Public Affairs Office (JUSPAO)
activities included support for Operations Birmingham, Hardihood, Lam Son
IT and El Paso II and III to wit; 350,000 copies of one-page newspapers
that contained articles comparing life under communism with a free

society plus the reasons for US involvement in Vietnam; one million leaf-

lets explaining ¥S and GVN policy for building a free Vietnamese society;
220,000 JUSPi0 publications including Hong wue, A Nation's Progress and
Building a New Society; 150 assorted strc:t banners heralding the accome
piighments of the GVN; 1} million "victory print" rice bags; Civic Action
School signs; 1,000 posters; GVN national flags; plus PSYOP guidance on
appropriate use of themes and information media. During the period, at
the request of the Brigade Chief of Staff, JUSPAC II FFORCEV representa-
tives lectured %o new replacements of the 173d Airborne Brigade (Sep) on
the history and culture of the Vietnamese people and emphasised how US
troops can pomote, by personil example, U3 National objectives. JUSPAQ
also responded to a lst Infantry Division request to evaluate the methods
used to encoursge Yuy Chanhs to relly from VC main force units.

(4) Vietnamese acceptance of the presence of FWMAF troops
was advanced appreciably through the MEDCAP II program. During the
reporting period, over 76,600 patients were treated within III CTZ.
About one fourth of the patients were ARVN or RF/PF dependents, Typicul
civiec action projects currently in progress by brigade size units are
shown in a weekly Civic action Report (24-30 July) of the 1734 Airboxrne
Brigade (3eparate) at inclosure 13,

(5) Installation GCoordinators vond.isied monthly community
relations meetings with rovresentatives of looi =vits to diseuge problems

. within their areis of concern, Tha mimibes of vie Bien Hoa Community

Relations Meetings for May, June, and July are ciown in inolosure 14, 15,
and 16,

b. DPsychological Operations.

(1) During the guarter. a totul of 23 leaflet and loud-
speaker missions were flown in support of Us Tact: sal Units in III O92.
The availability of U-10 and AC-47 aircraft during the period was not
sufficient to meet the demand. This shortage of wircraft was caused main-
ly by maintenance problems.

(2) The 12th Aviation Group supported US units in PSYCHOLOG-
ICAL OPERATIONS when aircraft of the 5th Air Corunando Squadron were not

available,
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(3) A total of 15,650,000 leaflets were dropped in supjort
of US ground operations. 4an additional 11,335,000 leaflets were dropped
to support combined ARVN-US operations during this period (examples at

incl 17). In addition, apjroximately 900 hours of loudspeaker time were.
logged.

(4) On 21 June, the lst Infantry Division received a 12504
multilith printing press on a trial basiS. During the remsinder of Juns
and the month of July, this mress printed 2,570,000 leaflets which were
distributed by the lst Division in support of tactical operations. The
evaluation of this mess and method of utilization is continuing,

(5) From 1 May - 31 July 1966, a total of 746 Viet Cong
rallied to GVN-US/MWi:® units. Especielly notable were the 47 ralliers
in Hau Nghia Province and the 34 in Binh Duong Province. The increase
in ralliers in these provinces can bo attributed in part $o increased
tactical operations conducted by U3 Forces.

(6) The 246th P3YOP Company supported US/FWMAF units under
operational control of II FFORCEV with seven mobile loudspeaker teams.

These teams, attuched at brigade level prior to and during operations,
furnished assistance in selecting target audiences, developing themes for

leaflets and tapes, and distributing preplanned leaflets and tapes in
the area of operations.

15
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SECTION II: COMMANDERS OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION

Item: Visual Aerial Reconnaisaapce.

Discussion: Prior to the publication of II FFORCEV Regulation 381-1,
Military Intelligence, Visual Aerial Reconnaissance, in June 1966 policies
had not been established nor specific responsibilities fixed for the
conduct of an organized and effective visuel aerial reconnaissance program
by units under operational control of this headquartiers.

Observation: This regulation has accomplished these goals by instituting
such a program. A central agency must coordinate all VR assets to allow a
more complete coverage of the CTZ daily. Additionally this allows emphasis
to be placed on certain aspects of the program, i. e. night VR.

Ttem: Sensors. Side Looking Airborne Radar (SLAR).

Discussion: The value of SIAR can only be realized when you know what is
moving and what direction it is moving. It is of little value to fly SLAR
over areas where normal movement would be expected up to (. certain hour.
Due to the timeliness of the information gained, SLAR targets must be
exploited immediately. ’

Observation: In determining what is moving and exploiting this movement
rapidly, the use of SLAR aircraft followed up by "light ships" and "gun
ships" to illuminate and elimina‘te a target has proven extremely effective.
The SLAR will locate the movement after dark, the "light ship" allows

proper identification of the target and the "gun ship" is on call to act

if necessary. This procedure allows the user to gain maximum benefit from
ris SLAR program. Identiiication of convoys is meaningless unless direction
of movement can be determined. To gain maximum benefit from such identifi-
cation, two passes of the SLAR ship over the target musv be made. This will
allow ground or air interdiction to be mace at the appropriate location.

Items Sensors. Infrared Activities.

Discussion:s The significance of infrared operations is directly proportional
to the infomation derived from the readouts. With the continual ohange of
areas of operation, recipients of infrared information have difficulty in
establishing a data base for their particuler area with which o evaluate
results. The identification of friendly and enemy emissions is exceedingly
diffioult in this type of environment and the problem is further compli-
cated by flying infrared missions over populated areas prior to ourfew,
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<\
Ovservation: To properly evaluate an infrared readout, cne must know the C-
area and the time over target. Also therc must be a datas base of infrared 9
activities far the area. In a rapidly moving situation where arezs of
operation change frequently, the best way to evaluate infrered information
is to reconnoiter the target ares visually and continually. One must look
for objects that yield hot returns {e. g, charcoal ovens throughout the
area) and be aware of their existence. Early morning visual reconnaissance
over areas that appear to be significant can often provide the actual
basis fcr the emissions.

Ttem: Inability to determine if a particular report was suﬁplied by an
agent who had furnished reliable information in the past.

Discussion: In the past, reports were received with the source cf the
information being listed as a coded source, or an informant. This system
provided no way to establish the source's religvility as no two reports
could be credited to the same individual. Action was taken to have each
agency identify these sources by a code number. While this system is not
completely in operation, over 7O per cent of the sources are now identified
by a code number.

With the establishment of code numbers, the IX FFORCEV Intelligence
Center has established a dossier on each source. Further, as each report is
received, tne agent!s code number is ploetied on a map in the cea where the
infornation was obtained. Through the constant review of INSTUMS, Spot
Reports, Aerial Reconnaissance Reports, agent reports and personal contact
with tactical troops, the source's information is checked and crosschecked
to determine if the infomation reported is accurate, thereby establishing
the degree of reliability of each individual source. By the end of the
reporting period, due to the newness of the program and the lack of suffic-
ient numbers of agent reports from any particular agent, the actual reli-
ability of any one source has not yet been established. However, in several
inetances trends are starting to develop.

Observation: As the reliability of these uources is establishedy the Intelw
ligence Center will be able to assist commanders by being able to supply a
record of the past performance of the particular agent and to what degree
his information was accurate. As the program develops, the Center will be
able to receive requests for speoific EEI from a commander, make a review

of the sources available who could fulfill the requirement, and then levy
the EEI.

Items Inability of agents to read maps.

Discussion: The agents have given coordinates and state that what they

17

CONFIDENTIAL

e s ot R i . A S i i s e S LESAR 7o SO0 AT o MR 3 8 i e R .




T RO e i

e

Observations acrents need additional training in med resding, «id their
QUSer YA Lol :

R Y NINTE R P TR il i e

TR AT

DRI T
CONFDENTLR,

AVE3C= 15 August 19€6
SUAJWCTs  Operational He,ort for .uarterly Periud niing 21 July 1960,
(Reports Contuol ymbol CsFUR-65§

observed was on a hill; however, npon checliug, il was found thnt the
coordinntes were in e valley betweern two hills. In other cnses, spgents
will give coordinstes of o particular village, end in meny cases the
coordinates are s uch as 1000 neters in error.

.

reports should be creckad for accuracy by their Averican counterparts.

CPSHATIONS /TRATSPORT ATTON

Ttem: Receptlons of nev units (planning and imnlementetion of plans.).

Discus~ion: The sxrival of new units "in-country" an! their eflective
integrntior inte the force structuve can becows en activity of criticel
proportion. “//

Observation: Unon the arrival of sdvance parties of incoming unitsya plane
ning conference atiended by the advence party, the IT FFPORCIV Inglneer, II
TWORSV G4, 1st Logistical Commend representatives and representatives of
the host unit should be held in order to clerifly logistics problems and *“o
find solutions to the problewms presented. Thene early cmferences are a
necessity in achieving a fuvorable logistical posture for the incoming unit,

Tten: Dependence on air line of comumunication (10C) during nonsoon seasoil.

Discugsiar: Tactical operations based solely, or ;rimarily, on air LOC can
become difficult tc support owiny to poor flying conditions or deterioration
of the lateritec airstrips.

Obgservation: Ideally, select a forward supnart aree (F3i) that can be reacned
by both sir and land LOZ.

Tten: Airlift coordination meetings.

Discussion: Airlif+% of troors, equinment ard supplies often becomes a
critical factor during the conduct of an overall tactical operation (e.g.,
EL PASO II). .
Qbservation: Coordinatiom meetin:s held during the ,lanning stares of an
operation between the ground tactical unit, II FWORCUV, USAF and support
elements (e.g., lst Logistical Command) help to reduce the number of emer-
genoy airlift reyuests submitted during a tactical operation.

Ttem: Identification and mrotection of caxrgo of new unita. (;6A’D
18 D
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Discusgion: M.perience acquired by monitoring and assisting the arriwval of

new units froo: UNUS indicates that the initial identification and subse-
gyuent protection of ocean cargo is one of the most troublesone phases of
their integration into the force strusture.

Ob :ervation: The following three measurea, taken by the unit prior to

departure fron CJX'U3, will reduce to a minimum the problem area discussed
abcve:

ae Btaff officers, advance party nembers, unit commanders and
aup~ly personuel should learn in detail the names of vessels their cargo
ig on, the ports anc dates of cmbarkation end debarkation end the unit
"project code't,’

b. 4t least one niember of the unit should sail on the vessel
noving the unit cargo.

¢e Projeot codes should be marked prominently on all containexrs.

Itams  U3AR Alr lMovement Control teams (proposed).

Discussions A4 requirement exists to add further flexibility to the nature
of control presently exercised by Airlift Command Center (ALCC) over USAF
airlift missions so that the senicr ground force cormander (e.g., division
comnander) cun get a rapid diversion of allocated aircraft fram one off-load
field to e different one, in operation against a guerilla force is cften a
case of "reaction" to a specific contact as opposed to preplenred airlift.

. Tiis causes troops and suipplies to be moved on an emergency basis. The time

required to divert aircraft from planned or programmed sirlift to emergency
reguirenents now averages about three hours, due in part to existing request
channels and encoding requirements (See inecl 19).

Qbgervation:. This problem is presently under study by this headguarters
and UsARY J3.

Ttem: During the period covered, Air Force airlift was utilized as follows:
FORTH P POTAL /T
liay 4921 2524

June 8239 7467.7
July 6721 £86..6

Discussion: The sbove figures are bssed, where possible, on actual recorded
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tonnage lifted. However, when conpiling figures for passengers and vehi-
cles, the tonnago is usually based only on the requested amount due {0 a
lrck of available inforietion.

In spite of possivle inaccuracies, the figures indicate an increasing
utilization of Air Porce airlift to achieve "battlefield mobility" for
units not orymnically eyquipped to be eirmobile. This increased utilization

carriea with it certain inherent problems which will be discussed in "Items",

Halow,

Chgervation: s the tempo of U. 3, offensive action increases, it can be
expected that the distancer from existing base cemps will also increase,
Unless the security of existing roads also inoreases, tactical deployment

rand resuprly activities will become increasingly dependent on Air Force
airlifs.

Ttens Ovarcommitment of airlift,

Discussion: as unoted above, the utiiization of Air Force airlift has

- incrensed ste&d;iy duning the period covered. At the same tiue avelleble

air Force planes hove renained weletively unchanged, resulting in an
overcommitment of assaets.

It nns beceme increasingly apparent that the available assets are
aosroaching saturation, Tuhis has been underscored by the increasing number
of "postponed" and “esrryover' misgions wiilch cannot be completed due to
a shortsye of alrccraft. In addition, it iz often necessary to upgrade
troop novenents fron "priority 1" to "combst essentiel" in order to
complete the mission within desired time liiits.

Ohservations A shorts.e of Alr Porce planes will be a s%erdily inoreasing
probleny and recuerts will naceassrily be completed as priority demends.
Companders should he avare that the availebility of airlift is hecoming a
major planning consideration. When possidble, problem areas should be
resolved at wlanning conferences prior to major uperations.

Item: Validity of airlift requests.

Discusrion: In recent operations, saveral cases of invalid airlift requests
have core to light, causing either "wasted" ailrcraft availability or
sxtensive delay in conpletion of the mission.

The Air Foroe allocates airoraft based on the type and amount of
cargo requested to be moved, In one instance, a mission was estimsted as
22 (C-130 sorties, but because of unlisted ocargo to be moved, 39 sorties
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were required to cou.plete the mission. In another case, & request was
made to move & battalion by air Force airlift. PFour aircraftf were ello-~
cated for this purpose. Concurrently, Army aireraft also were dispatched
and had moved about hall the cargo. The result was the use of four

- aircraft to £fill a request that could have been fulfilled by two aircraft.

Finally, the use of unnecessarily high priority requests, especially
eniergency priorities, results in a degradation of the priority system,
which in turn vesults in a reduced utilization of available eirlift.

Ovbservation: In order to have a reasonable amount of airlift available
for emergencies, commanders and staff officers must exercise restraint in
order not to degrude the priority system. Additionally, more accurate
estimation of reyuirements is indicated.

Items Reduced Capability of Airfields.

Discussions On several occasions, especially G, -ation BEL PASO, the
inability of a given airfield %o handle required .-affic has created a
critical situation.

The reduction of airfield capability was caused by several items:

a. Airfield congestion du= to helicopter traffic in ené around
the "airlift" origin or destinstion airfield. ‘his usually combines with
mininwa air traffic contirol at forward airfields to create safety hazards,
and has resulted in two incidents and one najor ace¢ident invelving
"contact" between fixed wing and roitary wing aircraft.

.~ b. weather:. The onset of the monsoon season has turned several
airfields, fully suitable far heavy use-during dry weather, into "seas of
mud", thus causing the airfields to be closed or at least reducing the
capability below that necessary to sustain the operation.

Observation: When planning operations from forward airfields, considerable
weight should be given to the capability of the airfield unoer all

weather conditions and to the use of adequate air trufiic control to re-
duce airfiela congestion.

SULPLY /MAINTHNANCE
tem: Cargo sSlings and nets.

' e—

Disoussion: The reyuirements to 1lift extemal loads such as artillery
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pieces, ammunition, brass, or other bulk suppiies is parcmount. Cargo
slings and nets have always been in short supply. The bag, cargo, sorial
- delivery, A=22, using appropriate aerial delivery slings, will ssrve the
same purpose as the cargo nets for transporting external loads. The 173d
Airborne Brigade has consistently used the A-22 container for this pur-
pose-~and other units are now placing them on requisition. It is better
to make the sling set OVE to the artillesry piece as opposed to the heli-
copter.

Obgervation: Tactical units deploying to Vietnam should ascertain the
availability of in~country assets of these two iteme prior to departing
CONUS; insure an adequate supply is available or take necaessary action to
btain them prior to departure. '

Item: Rapid refueling ot helicoptera.

Discussion: A rapid refueling capability for helicopters supporting
tactical operations is mandatory. A flight of 16 helicopters should be
able to land and be refucled simultaneously without shutting dcun the
engines. Thers are several pumping systems with filter units that can be
rigged to meet this requirement., The MINIPORT SERVICING SYSTEM with four
outlets and the KENCO pump (100 gal per minute) with two outlets are
favored, Of these two systems, the KENCO system is considered more satis-
factory for highly mobile operations in that this system can be transported
by UH-1 helicopter. Neither of these items have been available in suffic-

ient quantity to satisfy total needs, This chortage has caused conciderable

difficulty in that it has been necessary to shift available assets from
unit to unit to support operations.

QObservation: Incoming units that will be involved in conducting airmobile
operations should make every effort to obtain these items in sufficient
_ quantity prior to departing CONUS.

Item: 600 gallon water purification set.

Discussion: The 600 gallon set is more desirable than the 1500 gallon set
for tactical operations in Vietnam. Most operations are conducted in areas
inaccessible to land LOC's and the 1500 gallon set is not air transportable
by aireraft capable of using airfields in those areas. Therefore, it has
been found that the 600 gallon set is far more suitable for airmobile
operations in Vietnam.

Observations Units should make an offort to obtain at least one 600 gallon
water purification set per brigade prior to desparting CONUS.
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1 ' EVF3C-H ' 15 August 1966
f SUBJMCT:  Operational Heport for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
(Reports Control uymbol CSFOR-65)
; . Ttem: Organizational wmalntenance. 4
Discussion: Detachuwent size units grriving in-country without organic
naintenance capabiiities, and assigned to II FPORCEV, have difficulty in
obtaining required orpanizational maintenance support. Lack of org-niza-
tional maintenance supporti capability has causea an unacceptable deadline
rate. :

R R NS i )
.

Qbservation: Units without orgunizatioral maintenance carability must be
satellited on another unit cepable of furnishing this support imuediately
uygon argival of its equipment. (See item on “Reception of new units",
page 18).

MEDICAL
Item: Surgical augmentstion of Division lledical Service.

Discussion: During two (2) operations (BIRWINGHAM and BL Pas0 1I), the
clearing company providing nomal division wedicael service was augmented
by a surgical detachment (KA). This detachment consists of a general
surgeon, an assistant surgeon, an anesthesiologist, anr operating room £ (0
nurse (male) and enlisted operating room specialists. This unit is fully [// :)
equipped. This additiun provided a surgical capability not normally
. aveilable at clearing company levil.
©
Observation: 3Surgicel augmentation of the clearing company provides a
forward “emall surgical hospitel™. It is of particular value in distant
operations where resuscitative siryery may vbe required puior to long air
;  evacuation to a fixed hospital. It appears that this type augmentation
provides the tuctical unit an adeyucte surgical capability without the N
added logisticul problem of moving a standard surgical hosnital,

LOGISTICS/SULPLY & MAIWTENANCy

v/,/’Item: ¢limatological Lffects upon Thermo Copy faper.

Discussiont The high temperatures and humidity unfavorably affect Thermo

Copy paper end greatly reduce the usable time it may be stored. The high

temperatures, in effect, "burn" the paper in the same manner as does a \}fﬁ
Thermo Copy machine in a short period of storage time unless the paper is s;’[:)
stored in an air~oconditioned area.

Obgexvation: If Therio Copy paper cannot be stored in an air-conditimied
area, it should be stored in small yuantities to prevent deterioration
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AVFBC-H 19 August 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
(Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-65)

caused by high temperatures and humidity.

Item: Supply and Maintenance of 0ffice Equipment.

Discussiont Missions and functions in the administrative area require
the use of complex office equipment. There is, however, no firm program
for maintenance or supplies for this equipment.

Observation: Support—echelons should conaider establishment of supply
and maintenance programs for the various types of office squipment.

Item: Assumption of Post, Camp, and Station Activities at Field Force level.

Discussion: When a unit of Field Force level is deployed to an overseas
area in a tactical environment, there is not always a support activity upon
which to rely for Post, Camp and Station functions such as civilian person-
nel, billeting, protocol, special services and welfare activities. This
necessitates an assumption of these activities by the various staff agencies,
often with limited personnel, resulting in possible diminishment of effect-
iveness.

Obgservation: Units of Field Force level should be prepared upon arrival at
an overseas location in a tactical enviromment without a support activity
to assume various Post, Camp and Station activities necessary for effective
functioning of the headquarters.

CIVIL AFFAIRS

Ttem: Coordination of CA/PSYOP between II FFORCEV and USAID/JUSPAO Military
Representativesa,

Discussion: Initially coordination between II FFORC:V and USAID/JUSPAO
representatives was done by telephone or required considerable travel time
between the distant locations of the respective offices. Daily briefings,
Staff Planning Conferences, and situations that required immediate coord-
ination were at times difficult to arrange because of the distance between
the agencies. Office space and equipment were made available to JUSPAQ for
collocation of their military representative with II FFORCEV, G5%. JUSHAQ
military representative and G5 are now collocated thus enhancing the coord-
ination and operation under the "Country Team" concept. The possibility

of collocation of the USAID military representative is being explored.

Observations Collocation of G5 and JUSPAO military representattve materially
enhances necessary ooordination beiwsen these agencies,

2
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AVF3C-H 15 August 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,

(RCS CSFOR-65) /

fem: Commander's Recciumendations.

NONE,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

,@é’;;é’l P e
Major, AGC

Asst AG




Unit2 Attachod/

CONFIENTIAN

signed or under OiCCH of IT FROICHV 1 May-31 July 1946

NI

g % HQ CO
1 PORCEV
{.wsigned)

1, & HQ Btry
1T FRORCEV Arty
(saigned)

w3t Inf Div
L O0I)

chein Inf Div (=)

(voea)

\_-13¢ Abn Bde (:3ep)

(030N)

12th Avn Gy
(ore i)

29th Chenm Det
(attached)

234 Arty Gp
(o)

Tth Ml His Det
(Attached)
6th PI Det
“ (Attnched)

17th RRU
(Atlached)

49%h 3ig Det
(Attached)

53d $ig Bn
(orcon

6lst led Det
(attached)

219th MI Dot
(Attached)

o

TR

17 Jan 66

15 lLiar 66

22 iar 06

15 iar 66

10 lmr o6

15 iar 66

1 Jun 66 .

4 Jun 66

8 Jun 66

1 Jun 66

4 Jun 66

25 Jun 66

20 May 66

LoCaTIOn

LOKG BINH

IONG BINH

DI AW

CU CUI

3L HOA

TAN 306 LHG?D
LONG BINY

- LORG SINY

PHU LOT

T Riley, Kansas
Enroute to RWN
LONG BINH

LONG BIIH

LOLG 3INH

- LONg¢ BIN{

LONG 3T
LONG BIMH

LONG BINH

CONFIDENTIAY

DATE

1 vey

1 lay

1 May

1 Lay
1 May
1 May
1 Jul
1 May
1 May

1 May

23 May
25 May -

4 Jun

8 Jun

1l Jun

4 Jun

23 Jun

9 May

-51

- 31

-3l

-3l

- 31

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jun

Jul

Jul

Jul

May

24 May
31 Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul
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Units Attached/issipmed or under OPCON of IT FRORCHY 1 May-31 July 1966

RN GAIE LOCATION DATH
1'th Engr Det 4 Jun 66 LONG BIMI 4 Jun - 31 Jul
(.utached)
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Degeription and Recapitulation of Enemy Order of Battle
1. (C) Description.

ae ‘the III Corps lucticel Zone (CTZ) includes all or jart of
four Viet Cong major militaczy/political subdivisions known as military
regions (MR). The military regions corcerned have been designated IR 6,
7, and 8 and the Saipon Cholon Gia Dinh Special Zone (SCGDSZ) which is
of equal status with the military regions. Two srovinces of the VC MR
6, Phuoc Long an.! 3inh Tuy, are inciuded in III (/4. All of the VG MR
7 and the 3CGDs4 lie within the IIT CTZ. Long An and part of Hau lghia
Provinces belony to VO MR 6 and are included within II1 Corps boundaries.
The SCUD3E includes the GVN Capital Militaxy District (Gia Dinh irovince)
»lus an extension running to the norshwest along Naticnal Higiway 1 which
is 20 ln long and about 20 km wide. Military Regions T, 8 and 9 and the
30GUsL huve recently buen redesignated by the VC as It 1 through 4 re-
spectively. IR 6 remuining unchanged. For the sake of simplicity, the
old sore fumiliar bic designations will be used below,

b. Tne VO control two importunt base areas within the ILL ¢4,
The first is the Duonyg kinh Chauyor Jar Zone "¢", in northern Tay Ninh
Jrovinee and the site of the headgyuarters of the communist insurgent ef-
forv designauei the Jenveal Offics for udouth Vietnam (COsVii). The second
rjor base area is war gone "DV which lies mostly within northwestern
wng Khanh rrovince and vhere the headquarters of IiR 7 is located.

¢. The Vi provinces of dilitery Region 7 and those portions
of nilitary Regiowg 6 & U located in the III Ci4 have organized 3¢ locid
Force Conpanies and 28 L¥ rlatoons that operste in III Cl2.

" d. five VC Provinces lave six confirued Local Force Battalions. ‘
These oattalions are:

iocal force dattalions Ve _rrovince
£hu Loi Bn Binh Duong
¢d Indepsendant Bn Long An
506th Bn Long an
320th Bn Tay Ninh
186t 3n Binh Tuy
cbLth Bn Phuoc Tuy

g, ‘[nere are e.ght Viet Cong luin Force infantry regiuents,
three NVA regiuents an. one artillery regiment normally operating within
the III CT4. ‘he uCuwsi (MR 4) controls the 165A Regiment. Mi 8 directs

6=1
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the bong Thap I1 fepamant in Long An rrovince. Unue Hth VO Division
Hendyuarters controla the 274 and 275 Reglmeants for Military region 7.
CUoVN directa tho uvtivities of the T0th Swcurity Regiment, the U.80
artillery Repiment smi the 9th VC Division which 1s composed of the 271,
&7¢ and ¢79 Repimenca, ' :

£+ ‘fhe three VA rogimenis, the 1Wisc x'{eg;iment/ 3¢H piv, the
1418t Regiment/31¢ Div and the 250th Regiment were iufiltrated into the
III Couvps Area duri.ag the reporting period. Lhe 1418t Regiment way en-
gagou by tho 101st airvorne Brigade during the first pari of liay in the
vicinity of Bu uia kmp (YU 3835) on Operation AUt VI. Captured doce
uments and a &9 indicuted the 1015t Megiment wi:s moving through rhuoc

. Long Province in kiay. 1t is now localeu in northeastern Tay Ninh rro-

vince. ‘'fhe 250th Hegiment evidently moved into vur ZJone "D fraa wuang
Due drovince with & reported six buttalions. Reports indicate several of
the battalions hive veen uged to replace and fill out main forge VG rogl -
nents. The rermilnder of the regiment is ourvently unlocated.

g See incl 7 for sketch nap of enm.ly']_.ocations as of 1 May
1966, and inol 8 for locations a1 of 31 July 19&6.

2o (C) Suw.ary of Recent Aotivities.

a. llay narked the opening of tho VU Monséon Campalgn. The 9th
VC Division had two regiments, the 2718t and 273d, in Wur Zone "O" and
the 272d in war Joue "C" in April. #os:ibly to counter the threat to
War ZJone "g" posed by the US 1st Division on Operation 3irmingham, the
gth VG Division Headauarters moved into eastern Tay Ninh Province follow=-
ing the 2718t and 2T73d Heginents. These units closed into their new lo-
cations the first woek in Maye. The first Two o thien weeks wuve & perlud
ef relative inacuivity until it w.s determined that the 1st Infantuiy
Liviesion was endiny its operations in Way Niuh and was beginning a series
of seurch und deatroy operations in nourtheastern Binh Duony Frovince.

be On 18 iy, & CIDG force nade contuct vith at least one
vattalion of the 273d Regiment west of Loc linh. The 1st Infantry Vivision
noved u brigade force noxrth to Loc Ninn. ‘'the 9th V¢ Division avoided
further contact, possibly awaiting zeinlovrcements or assigtunce frowm the
WA reglnents reportedly wmoving in Ynuwoc Long lrovince.

A Y v

ce On 6 June the 274d Regiment begun the first of six signifi-
cant contacts with the 1st Infantry Division anit CIOG units in Binh long
Yrovince. Dates ol coutact end V¢ logues are summmrized below:

4 VC CASUALITS
DATE COURDLEAYES UKIY KIS (BC) KIa (POSS) VCC

8 June KT 711745 272 Regt 105 230 1
6-2.
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VG CASUALTIES

DADS COURDINA D3 UNIT KIA (BC) XIA (PO33) VCC

. 11 June  XT T100i0 (Mwy 13) 273 Regt 98 150 1
| 10 June XU 590035 (if Forca) 271 Regt 1" Unk 0
. 30 June U 723020 (Hwy 13) 271 Regt 270 300 7
2 July XU 607018 273 Regt " 46 150 0

9 July XT 660730 "~ 272 Regt 239 30 9

769 1130 18

de It is notadble that euch regiuent was contacted twice during
the poriod. Aften only rme vonth recuperation period from its dloody
~ loases of 8 Jung the 274d Ragiment attacked for the ascond time. NVA
onptives fron the 9 July action indicated they were maently as=iged to
tha 2724 Regliiant. The sveilability of trauined replocements was credited
with anabling the 70 units to shorten theinr mecovery time e{t 2 heavy
brtile lossas,

. laglaonts of the Sth V¢ Division located in Thuoc Ty Fro-
viuce avoided direct sontsct with the U3 1734 Alrborne Brigede dwring
Grerntions Harddiho ! end Hollundie in May nnd June, choosing to attack
ftulce duri-g Op-wation Yorktown. On 29 June, the 173d nade contact with
rooonapony fron the 205th 3n, a’mth V¢ Raginont at XT 580000, The fol-
lowine day, 30 Jung, the ARV 4/ 52 Reglient snid 3/43& Teglment ancoun-
tured alemants Lron the 274th Noglment on Mighwny 1 cmth of Zia Ray.

T dlinen this sotiony 1t eppavrs that the Hih VO Hivision bas shiftad its
astortion 0 the 13t AV weedh of Phauoe Le dn Puaoe 'y Provinee.

£o ‘M@ iear Thop IT wetnent (=) (She 271st Bn nomelly oper-
14 oa o An tha noedaesn portion of IV CT4 ) evolded direct confrontetion
e vavdne want dAnto dha "Mlain o Reeas'y pronably as & rasult of reveral
opezatiant nleyy the Y Co Dong River in Hew Iignda Prevince. Tha 267
rnt 205 Bas punticlinted dn the atdeck on duc dus on 27 Muy. 3oth
atseliony end the reuinwntnl NERG YL Ly nee Ne " onrried in the vioeinity
of tha Gunhodlan bordon of laa Nghila.

S
£+ Tha seven batinlions of the 1654 Neginent crntinund harrass-

mnt of the Cupital Jdlitary Dictrict, the Cu Chi aven ond the N1 An area
throughont the soriod. The Seventh Bauttalion wus accepted as "confirmed"
in the “irat part of July. The 4th and 5th betitalions have Leen Ynoreau-
g Vindy sotivity in the latter parxt of July primarily in the western
and auitham —orbtions of the Gis Dinh Distriet. The US 25th Division
vnde contnod with the 3d Cunpeny of the 10t Ba in the Ho Bo woods area on
15‘ July- ' I

6-3
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he The C=233 Mntlalien, fomerly waded pa necurity guard for
CUVIL went plrarbd wh=n Lhe VC formr d the TOth LSwcuriiy itevimant of
throe bettelions,  Thia wedment wan acenptad an "eonfimmed" in the widdle
o of Juttre A batlalion from tho 70th Re,slendt is hael ieved to have
aliocked the SI0G Cena ab Peed BL (NT 1270) on 23 July ueing 70w Chicor:
wek howltoova,

i, The loarl rfarcu Yathalions have canerally avoided deciciva
v ntaet througiient th, yw»iod, The US 25th Infintry Division had cantects

i th cormunies Srax. bhe 5Y UL ony An unit nnd the 220th Pay Ninh Bate

tdion daring: $he firet et of Maye The 10th AVN Diviasion had a short
conituot with » 0o rny of the 879th Bn (FYhuoe Tuy) in June. The Us 1734
Aooberme et e ddecoverad A bunker used by a weapons platoon of the
sidth durdng Qpexehion Yorktovn. ‘The Fhu Loi Battalion niny have paciice
iratel 40 an endbush of ¢ corguny of the 1/8 ARVY Regiment on Highway 13
i July.

¢ (C) Mctles..

Ae  Thu. V3 axa apperently using battuliony and reglients Tor
shaividuel operrtivig, bedn, wery of nav.ing and attacking in aultireg-
inantel strutiglie WMdy arao atill attenpting to use "hugging" tactics by
stay g clove to thy uneny in on effont to reduce the effects of elosw
alr and artillecy suvvorts hen not engaged, tho VO aprenr to b dive
aoedny; thedr wndte over lergar arers nd diggdng bunkers for suznly and
coruiand installatiuus tu les -on the effects of 3-52 strivwes snd 3ky Spot
hoiinra,

b, The W huva nlso increased their uvasce of smull arms and nechine
gansg in antiairoralt defonse. On several occcasious, the VO have used
weapons aiplaced in greaps around an open axea.

ce Two plena for wibushing relieving forues have becn captwred,
de.wmstrsting the Y0 doctrine that nlannlny for an attack of a forece is
net cenplote until “iuesures have bHaon taken to counter any atiempts at
reliaf, Theve meanures muy include using a pertion of the V2 forcs in
amonshl tegdtione nlong the most likely moute of approach or halicopter
lending zone, or using » coordinated nortir a%iack on garrisons and hesdw
caartvers in the viclnily which would most likely dispetch rulief forceu,
Usnelly the principal ohjaective of an attack is to ambush the relief force.

ds  The crptured plabs also show the Importince ol the orepars
ation of the wattlafiela" wiich includes stockpiling of suv. lles, oxiens
sive planning ond detsiled ruconnuissaance. This cuntributes to the apar-
ent short resction tine of one or two day: before a force is moved into -
sosliting for an anbush or an attrck.

- 4r Teny s oand Hew Nghila Provinces and thws Capidtad Vdlitwey
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Vistrict, the VU jeave increased the number of small unit attacks on
Regional/Populer Rorues, outposts and 4RVN gwrrisons. Harassing fire,
to include mortqrs, has been used in simultenenus atiacka on several
outposts. These ninor uitnecks are an effort to challenge GVN control
and apypear also to be o mri of the VG plan to intimidate the civilian
vopulatia: froo oviticiveting in the fortheouing electians.

f£o For tiends in certein enenmy tectics and techniques, see
inel 9 thru 12.

4. (C) Ve Buttle Losses.

VC battle losnas inflicted by U8 units between 1 lMay 1966 and
31 July 1964 are tabulated belows

KIA (3C) KIa (Poss) VCC V& SA4  Hvy Wpns lMines & Demo
1990 2632 189 1435 1944 16 1083
Rds Arwao  Bldy Tons of Grain

74,528 1434 2486.69

5. {C) 3 nemy Capabilities and Vulnerabilities.
a, Snesy Capabilities,

(1) Desvite suffering heavy losses of personrel and mate-
riel during llay, Jue and July, the Viel Cong reteins significant
attack capabilities in III CTu.

(a) 'The presence of the 271st, 272d and 2734 Regiments
give the VC tha capability of attacking targset areas in Tgy Ninh, Binh
Long and Binh Duong Provinces, Likely specific targets are Loc Ninh,
Tri Ta: and Trai Bi CIDG/SF Camp; in addition, the WU will take advere
tage of targets of opportunity. '

(b) Elements of the 141st NVA Regiment were last
identified in Yhuoc Long Province on 11 ligy. 'here have been four reports
of clerents of the 141st possibly roving into War Zone "', The possible
location of the 141st furnishes the VO an attack capability in FPhuoo long
and lorthern Long ithunh Provincea. '

(¢) The location of the 274th and 275th Regiments,
5th V¢ Division, in'rhuoc Tuy frovines givea the VO the capability to
attnok seleoted tareet: in Fhnoo Tuy and southern long Khanh Provinoce.
Inhanoin,c thin capability is the posaible location of thae 250th NVA Rew=
iment in southexn War Zone "D,

(d) The 1654 and Dong Thap II Regimenta are capable of

) - 6.5 . .
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atuacking targes in iwu lighle and Long An Provinces and in the Capital
militury Jistrict. 3ased on past actions involving these units, atiacks
will probably bLe: battalion size operations.

(2) ¥ro-sible infiltration of additioral NVA units from
onmbodia lust be considlered in the VO reinforcement capability. Thece
uuits could be both unit eand individual replacements..

(3) Te YC cen defend their bases and so-called safe areas
with all or psrt of the forces listed in peragraphs 4a(1) end (2) above.

(4) The Vi can withdraw or continue to avoid contact within
or outside of IIT CT after exercising any one of the above capabilities.

b. Discusasion snd anslysis of Znemy Capabilities.
(1) Attack Cepability.

(«) Binh Long Province. Elements of the 9th V¢ Divig-
ion were lest corntacted on 9 July in Binh Long Province. The lack of
reports on the novennmt of these units would tend to indicate that they
are still in Bluli Iong Province near the Cambodian border. Consicering
the recuperative cniability previously dencnstrated by th: Viet Cong, the
44l Divisior, with the possible excepticn of the 2724 Regiment, is ready
Jor further coubat oreratiors. The 9th Divisionytogether with *he possi-
hle vresence of she 1018t UVa Reygiment, presents a definite threat to
northarn ¥inh Long Zrovi. ce. 4 docwment captured on 14 July indicated
et CU3V e oxdexcd the Chau Thanh District (Binh Duong Province)
Forwaxd Suprly Cogicil and Ifilitery Cormiittee to dispatch a second group
of lesorers end ww=thind of the district's guerilla foree to southern
3ith Long Jrovince for & t4o winth period (aprarently July and August).
Min second erour of leborers were replacements for a proup that had finishe
ed it8 uservice on 27 Juna. The nev grouy was to re ort to the Chau
yaanh Distriet Comwnwmications and Linison Cornittee no later than 7 July.
The ndditicn of locel ruerillas to the labor force indiocates a poasible
aeed for loerl sweurity o guerd lahorers, a shortage of civilian laborers,
or a reyuirament of adcitiocnal muerille forces for combat auprort of main
fores overniionas., Tals documenty tosether with present 9t Division troop
47 coaitions, inddcetes thet the VU have not abandoned thelr plans for
o-nducting offenaive onernticins againat troops end installations in the
n Log = Loo Finh area.

() Binh ™uy, Longkhanh and Lam Dong Provinces. A
rencrt indicated tho posmidllity that lorje VO unite were locsted in lLanm
Dong Province; howaver, the 173d Airborne Brigade, operating along route
20 and into lLam Dong Province, had only scatiered and sporadic contact
with suall groups of VO. Likewise, the 1at Brigade, 25th Infantry Divis«
ion, operating in tha vieinity of Vo Dat and Gia Ray, has had no signifi-

. oant oontuot. On 22 July, an agunt reported that an estiumted two VO
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baltnlions had recantly annducted treining excrelses in the area of My
o Hountain (¥3 THSBH)) inother report Indicused thnt a nwiber of
civilian ladorern havae been transporting rice fra: lisy Tao ltuntuin to
"he vieinity of iHes Hon (V3 880838). Agente dlupatched to investigate
and report on Lhe ares have not roturned. Jiwy Tao 1s confimed to be a
hase area for .ovk-ite S.

(o) rhuse Tuy Province. The jrobable location of the
2744h and 275%h e oinanda in Phuoe Twy Provines indicatee a possihle
threat to the 1st ATR. There heve been reports of VC battalions being
in the vieinity of the 1gt AMP TAOR, nni reconnnisannce and contacte have
geetdally confimeec these reports.  3everal recently abandoned coupany
size base crirw hwve boen found, however, and on 25 July the 6th RAR
enge,ed an eclinete V0 ocompany. On 29 July four Cli=-47's received intense
andl axms and ausometle wesoaons fire in the vieinity Y5 4068 where an -
anvlier rovort had indisoter a dug in VC battulion., However, later recon-

v nadasence of %he nven indicated only small roups of VC. Docaments foumnd
o1 8 VG body identified the 860th local Force Battalion. It ia likely
savs a1l W ooweonorlssince and rintellisence roups are maintaining
.mrvrrillame of tha 1ol ATF vhile the main force reginents are awa:.t:my
o suitabl: opaertunity to atiack.

(¢) Bien Hoa Province. Smell scele attacks and harass-
aenta by loerl Lfovce {"unmlla unit., continued during the period. Several
senord - indlerted VO nctivity soatk of Route 14 and west of Route 15. 4n
ARV operaticn conducted 1n the erea had 1o contact thus indicating the
yresence of aly loeal forces I gperillin wnita. On 29 July a FAC re-
orsed the torniinsiicn of a truck route &t a stresn vieinity T 084377.
Since there is nn truil on the other alde of the atremm, it is believed
the V2 unlend sup -lies fron trucks onto sampans, float the ssmuans to
santhar cenal ab YT 120300, where they enter War Gone "D,

) (e) Panoc Long Province. There hns been no recent

cantact in Fawne Long Provines. A visual recounaissance reported locating
a cable across a river viocinity YU 173361. Seversl meters upstresm is a
cmouflaged pontoon bridge section on each side of the river. Each
secslon 18 50 $0 75 feat long and 8 to 12 feet wide and is supported by
four pontoons. On the north side of the river is a well-used trail
bring widened but not pr%miteble for vehicular traffic. This
trail leads to the Cambodlan border where it joins a road leading north.
These facts indicate & corniderahle new enphasis on this V¢ infiltration
roite. There Liava been no airatrikes on the bridge due to its proximity
to the Capodinn boxdur,

. (£) Binh Duong Province. Severs. reports indicate VC
pctivity went of Xou Cat (YT 1528). Recondo *%eams in the area on 9 July
raported seving welleuged trails throughout the area. Cne raport located
whe D300 VC Battalion, 274th Regiment, in the vieinity. This could be a
anound DBOO Battalion, but it io not likely to be the vno subordinate to

6-7 :
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the ¢74th Ilegiment. On 24 July, a 1.';‘1; Infantry Divisi:n LRRP reported

J killing two VC officers vicinily XT 871451. From the immediunle reaction

of the nearhy V¢ forea, it is possible that these were two high-ranking

officera. On 26 July, oxcart traffic was reported moving north and south

Cron X7 787410 OCn 29 July, during & ground follow-up of a B-52 strike,

A bag of docunents was found vicinity XT 838453. ‘hese doouments indi-

catad that the tarpat was the commo-liaison or wostal transportation

. faocility of the VU Binh Duong Province. IMuch of the nail was deatined
for \anr Jone "I, sastern Nanbo Headuyuarters and the 2724 Reginent.
Jdatvlier reports indicated that the 272d Regirent had noved from the
“vicinity of !iinh 'Thenh and wis in the vicinity of the Long Wguyen 3ecret
Zonn (MT 7050) in Binh Duong Proviuce. The captured docunents also men-
tioned the rhu Loi Sattalich ana the %d Battelion, 165\ Reypiment. Several
reports indiecnte thet the VO are ineransing their efforts to harass and
intexdict Highway 13. ‘e adiition of the 272d Reginent would enharnce
this cnpability.

— (1) ey Ninh Province. A Sth $T ALO reported 2 4 ton
trucks transporting suppliey along o hard surnfrce road fion XT 380850
to AT 542845 indicating the novement of VO su;plies within Jar Jone "¢".
The presence of the TOth Vo Reginent is a continuusl thieat to the Tral 3i
CING/5T Campe Althongh thia cemy was not herassed during lrat weel of
July, 1%t i3 likely that additional haras-im attacks +111 Ybe rede soon
2inee the locntinn of Drri 3i disrupts the VO inliltration route into
yar Jone "0, This orlm wos established on 22 June 1966, and has been
;-.ro‘..md or ntteckad 04 nine separate occraions.

(h) Capital Military District. A VC senior captain,
capturad by the 1/50th Infintry (AVH) on 24 July, ststed that he wns the
cormiander of A2 Battslien, F-100 (C10) Re¢dment. This regiment is reyori-

- edly a specinl nission reyximent in Seigon. (The C10 Sepper 3attalion is
acoepted as a subordiiate unlt of the 165A updnient. Tnere has been no
previons indicrticr that this wiit Las beon uppricied to a reginent,)

,  Capturmd with this officer was a bag o docwaents which included wagpe of
Saiyor. and surrounding arcea, residences of important VN and Us personnal.
and a detziled intolli -ence estimate of Zan Jon ihut Jddrbace. ‘these
doounents tend to oorfimm VC intuntions of hewvassing and destroying key

.irstallations. —— :

- (1) Bau Nghia and Lony an Provinces. Viet Cong inite
1nted aotivity such »s hnrnsswants, small soale attaoke. and acte of
tervorisn inornssed durisng tha nonth of July. The VG continme in tieir
efforts tc etrengthen thelr influence anong tle people end are usiny
thery Lothods to wake the moximwi paycholopienl dignct At & aininum oant .
in raterial and pexrsonnol resnurces’. ' e

(3) Viet Cong ambuah and interdiction efforts centinued
during the 2eriod. Reapnrts indionte that roud blooks snd trx colleotion
points along Highway 13 havo nade it virtually inposaibdle for rubber
plantations %0 odtaln food and supnlieg necosnrry for the Rroceasing of
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rubbhare  Tuansy roid hlochs vece locnter! wlong Highway 13 at the end of
thae reporting perid,

(¢) Reinforce Culubility.

i Reports dwdig the yuarter indicated coupeny, batiule-
ion and Pegiuvantsl sised Vo anits dnfiltrwving inte IIL Clau. Infarmatiw.
obtadled fram o VU cu, tured on 30 June in the Loo Ninh axea revealed that
the 2718t Hegiment had been furnished replaceuents from the 002d Battale
ion of the 250t degiments, Siace 1t 18 belyeved thet the ¢50th Regiment
infiltrated into south Vietnam with six batialiong, it iy ,.ossible thut
as leust three valtalions have been retuined intuct Lo cunstitute the
250th Regiment au & taciival entity while the remaining battulions were
used as fillex ... e VU will likely continue to infilirate NVA units
&8 replacenents anu reinforcementu.

(3) Defend Capebility.

Vo initiatod incidents dwring vhe quartsrly period
consisted mostly of harassments and small scalc atiacks. The Viet Cong
will likely defend when surprised Jr when his key buses and cunnand
instalia cions are threatensad.

(4¢) withdraw Capability.

with fow exce tions, wost of the period'!s VO incidents
were probzbly conducteu by local force and guerilla unit . ‘The VO will
provably continue these tuctics untdil he initiates an of fensive at &
tine and under conditions of his choosing. -

Ge Relative rrobudilivy of adoption.

(1) Local force and guerilla univs will incress ineir
atinciis upon rooular and Reglonal Force outlLosts sha at.elpt 1o weaken
GVl influence vy harassuents and acts of terrorism, particularly in the
Capital Military bistrict. ’

(¢) slements of the T0th Regluent, ﬂug,'::u-n'rbéd by local
forous, will continuve to ,robe and harass the Vral Bi CIDG/.-;F Campe 4n
atiuok on Ural Bi uprears likely.

(3) The 2718t and 275d Regiments will coniinue vo harass
provines and district caplitals and BF ciaps in Binh Long rsrovinocs.
Attacks aguinst an Loo, Loo Ninh, linh Thanh, Chon Thanh and Suol Da
are likely if Us forces are withdrwwn frou the area.

(4) fThe 274th Regiment, the 660th (L¥) Battaliion, and
posaibly the 275th Regiment may attack the 1at AIF in Fhuoo Tuy Frovince.

. 69
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de Vulnervabilities.

(1) ‘Phe priwesy vulnerability of the VU is his inability
w2 cope adequately willi aprressive Us tactics backed by a technical
auperiority in oll awrens, especially artillexy ana tactical air, plus
Gle obility groviueu by ihe helicopters.

(¢). uhe Ve soldier ie increasingly more vulnerable to
rriendly vosychologicul warfare efforis. iHis successes against ARVN
Lorces have been encouraging, though linited, ut he has had no signif-
icunt succes.ed aguingt Us troups. lounting losscs of weripower anu
materiel have frustruted his efi'orvs and lowered his uorale.

e, Counclusionus. The most likely areas for VG iain force
attacks 1. the nea: future are Binh Leng irovince, ana possibly rhuoe
{uy rrovince. Small scule attacks will continue in Long An, Heu Nghia,
3iuh Duong, and Gia Dinh srovilices.
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TElE OF kMusSsaGk:s 19t Infuntry Divisicn rower
MESSAGE ADDRESSIS Ut VG Units
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¥

o
CAC BAN KHONG CO KOT HY VONG NAD CHIEN THIRS 2UtL

)

»  LUC LUGNG KUNG HAU CUA QUAN LUC VIET NAH CQG #CA
VA aéNc MINH.

B

.

ENGLISH TRANSLATION

Side It TIllustration of US and GVN flag and soldier.
Lo (You have no hope of winning against our powerful ARVN and Allied Forces. )

Side II: Attention Viet Cong!

Powerful ARVKN and Allied Foroces are now operating in this area. We have
brought with us combat-hardened lst Infantry Division soldiers, artillery and
air power. We have also brought with us newer and more powerful weapons
against which you have no defense. We are using every means possidble to aid
the GVN in bringing pecce and seocurity to the people of South Vietnam. To
achieve this we shall persus vou relentlessly until you and your cadre have
no hiding places left. You.; is a hopeless canse. Why suiler and die

noedleasly? Rally now! Use the National Safe Conduot Pass before it's
too late.

17-1
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THeME OF MESSAGEs lovemernt Instructions

LESSAGE ADORES. 8D Tus  reople of Long 4n

K& W nay 18 wgay 15.7.1986 €573 bdo phéi rdi kil
ving ocnh kich, vdo cdc ﬁ:’p an ninh thuss Quin Cdn Bude
vé Cén Giude, rdi 3dy chinh guylh =6 tidp &n vd cung e
ddy 30 vdr chdt cho d3i céng 3633 beo.

Sou ngdy 15.7.1966 &hg bdo ndo khbag réi cd kb
ving oonh kich chanh quysn 53 khdng bao ddm sinh mang

vg tai sca cda dong bdo.
’ A~ .9
CHAMH QUYEN TiNH LONG A

« A g a ] - A /
DIET TRU CONG SAN LA YEU NUGC

SNGLISH TRANSLATIUN: The people of Can Duoc and Can Giouc, the V¢ is
hiding along the Nha Se river to terrorize the innocent reople end destroy
our economy. The authority of Long an  Province decided to bonb alog the
Nhe Be River of Cun Giouc and Can Duoc districts, 2000 meters from the
riverside toward inland ( an ares including Hiep Pauoc, Binh Khinh, Thoi
Pong I Phuoc-vinh-Dong, Ten Tap and An ‘fhoi Dong IT viliage) "Down 10 the
Comnunist Aggressors".

Side 2: From today to the 15 July 1966, you must m ore out of the mentioned
area and settle in secured haulets of Can Giouc distriots where you will be
woeloamed and given necessary help.

After 15 July 1966, if you do not move out of the above area, the
authorities will not be responsible for your lives and Properties.

long An Provinoe

Kill the Communists is to love ones country.

17-2
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THE OF MESSAGL: Jody leuflet #1

HESSAGE ADDRESSED TUt VG & NVA Personnel
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| K KHONG BIET ANH-DANG G BAU? HIEN ANH DANG LAM GI?

with a full moon outside and open doorway near the window.)

9ide 21 (Same as front, except silhoutte of man standing in doorway.)
TEXTs Return to your loved ones by rellying to the Just cause.

173

ENGLISH TRANSLATION: Side 11 (Silhoutte of g.l.'::l, aitting by an open window

TEXTs "I do not know where he ias now. what is he doing et this time?"

57
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TOME OF MESSAGE: Power (deiiccpters)

MISSSAGE ADLRESSED Lus VG Units

Side 2:¢ 4ttention VC!

why do you continue to struggle and fight, in hardship and misery, for
an unjust cause? All your leaders give you are false promises of victory,
urging you to risk your life ageinst our awegocme power. How can you poss-
ibly hope to win against our overwhelming military superiority? Not only
do our soldiers have the latest in wespons and equipment, but, they have
armor, artillery and planes to support them. One of the most fearsome
airplanes at our disposal is the helicopter. The helicopter can search
you ci% anywhere, It can hover over your positions and direct artillery
and airstrikes on you, It can fly low and surprise you with deadly machine
gun fire or rockets. It can land anywhere and bring troops right into your
midat. Wwhy ocontinue the futile siruggle against such power when the only
reward you will get will be a shameful death and an wuwarked grave? Donlt
waste your youth needlessly. Use the National Safe Conduot Pass, rally rnow
to the just cause and build a new life in peace.

17-8




TiEd OF iSsAGE: Captured Rice

MESSAGE ADDRES ;8D Tu: VO

. 9 . - ! .
GAO TICH THY DUQC CUA VIET CONG MA TRUOC BAY VIET
»  CONG DA CUSP CUA DONG BAD SE DUJOC PHAN PHAT LAl
CHO DONG BAO.

ENGLISH TRANSLATION: ATTuN{ION VIBT CORGE

In support of The GVN the american orces have recovered anctner rice
cache which you atole from the people., This rice will ve returned to its
rightful owners, the people who grew it,

Viet Cong, the army you joined or were drafted into has become nothing
but a big gang of thieves, murdering and stealing from the people. Those
of you who have seen enough of this senseless killing and robbing can retwrn
to the protection of the GVN, through the Chieu Hoi Program. You will be
weloomed .

For those of you who continue in the ways of terroriem and thievery,
we pledge your annihilation.

17-11
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E{GLISH TRANSREA 2I0.1: Side 1t Ien of (=62! ,
One of y®ur courades, Huyrh Van Lai, has seen the light. e wauy tiied
ot‘po food; edjing peanuts and not rice. He was tired of being guarcec by
wedpons that tie cudres carried to keep him from going *o his loved ones.
Haymh Van lai he's rallied to the GVN and Allies. Don't live on the meagur
diet of the W, Don't live under the eye of those who lie to ym and take
away your {reedon. Rally now %o the GVN,.

Side 21 (VFicture of Sturving VC) Castion: “"No rice aguin toe)y?"

17-15
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THE OF MESOHAGS:  leatrlet Round

MESHAGE ADDRESSEY 10 VO

P At i A ) il . s '
R b T [ NSRS

"V AN PHAC BINH KE

Tite $€ TEU-DIET CAC

t BAN, CHU KHONG THA
TRUYEN BONNOA." 360

ZNGLISH TRANSLATIUN: Illustration Ca.tion; The next artillery shell uay
kill you instead of dropping this leaflet.

Side 23 V¢! This leaflet was dropped from an artillery shell which explo-
ded in the air. This artillery shell could easily have contained explosives
which would have killed you. The GVN does not want to desiroy you. You
nust leave the Communigt murderers and rally to the side of peace and free-
doms Use this leaflet as & warning, and rally to the Government at the first
opportunity. Do not wait until an explosive shell kills you.

17-16
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MESSAGCE THEMEs PFutility and Destruction

MESSAGH ADDRESSED T0: VC Guerillas

""Hay nhin xor nidng sy N
tai hai chung to dem
_lqi cho nhén dén.

Nhu' thécs hdp 1y khdng?

G <L

" Chitng ta da.bi C8ny Sn
phinh gat. Hdy tr vd'vai
Chanh Nghid Quse Gie.

<

ENGLISH TRANSLATION: 3Side 13 (Illussration of 2 Vi walking thru a desiroyca
village)
Panel 1; "Look at the harm we bring to our own people. Can this be
right?" :
Panel 2; "We have been duped by the Comaunists, Iet'!s rally to the
Just Cause."
Side 2: Attention Viet Cong Guerillas!
Every village you enter becoues a target for the GVN and allied Forces.
. The people fear your presence, yet you claim 1o be their liberators. Jhe
innocent suffer because of you. Your aims are futile Dbecuuse you are on
the wrong side. The enemy in the war is not the GVN, not the Amaricans,
not the Koreans, not the Australians, not the Hew %ealanders, You, Viet
Cong, are the aggressor. You Viet Cong, are being used by the communists
as part of their plun to conquer all the free peoples of Southeast Asia.
You, Viet Cong, are the real enemy.

17-17
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THEME COF MESSAGE: Post Operative

MBSSAGE ADDHIESSED T0: Civilians in Operational Area

© e

"ll?g!li{l!“:]”g] BINHSIHOA Kvmuccsd
' " DOAN 25 BO BINH Hh.No ned
TA!@AY oF GIUP-DGBG‘%G-BAO
CHUNG . TOI RAT vui.sulng
DUGC CAP PHAT THUBC HEH
CHO BENG.BAD KHi eoi G-E:AO
' CAN DEN. EHUNG TOI ¢d THE
XAY. CAT TRUGNG HOC, CAU
C()Qs DUGNG xA' V& Giup
BONG- BAU TA0 LAP WOT DO
s6NG TUSI pEP HON.
X1 séwc BAO HAY HGP
LUC vOi 'CHUNG TOI oé Tigu
DIET aon VIET CNG.

ENGLISH TRANWSLATIONs Side 1 The US soldiers of the 25th Infantry
Division have been in your area maeking it safe by clearing the area of

the W. You have only seen a small part of our massive strength. This
mighty force, known the world over, steands ready to make your life safe.
Side 2: Your friends, the US soldiers of the 25th Infantry Division, are
here to help you. We will give you medical assistance when you need it.
We can build schools, bridges and roads to make life easier for you. Help
us together to defeat the VG forever.

17-18
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, LI Field Force Vietnam
APO San Francisco 96266

4 July 1964
SUBJECTs Air Force Airlift Capability
T0s Commander
United States liilitary Assistance Comand, Vietnsn
LPO 96243

1+ Recent experience in Operations Bimuinghen wd 3
ed up a serious need to improve the responsiveneas and flexivilily
Force airlif't capability to meet changing regpircient - of i 1.c
uation,

2, The airlift support currently yrovided bty 4z Furcs #0088
(C-1231's and C-130's) is programmed by tha Airlift Corirol Junie:
of the 315th ACW, based on requests chanreled through [/~
Directive 55-4, 11 June 1966, is the bagis for this r= .
are no provisions in this directive which pexnit
aircraft already allocated to missions or destinat
more immediate tactical importance, withoui goin
COC. TFor example, as:ume an airlift har boon regue
cated to move a battelion from Lal xhe o lilnh Than
operations. During the initial stnes of tals wove
develops at Hon quan which rejuires the buiinll-

stead of Minh Than., Under the present systen the ,
must request the diversion by submitting & new ragueey thw

) channels, a time consuming process abt best. OGilwilar ;i .
= resupply airlifts, such as requesting inberchansge of comnciiiion,

3« Recognizing that ultimate control of Alr Porce =i oo
remain in Air PForce channels, a recamsmended solution is She crtoalisw oo
of airlift Movement Control Teams (MCT). NCT would congist of a sdiniirn
Commander, located at the major foecul point of the opcraticn, and so
1ift coordinator at each on-load and off-load airfield. It is essen
that these teams be furnished adequate radio cormmunication bevwoun the
miseion vorander and (e) ALCC and (b) Airlift Cooxdinators. They wonld
have the authority to divert, through the Mission Cemmander, currently
alloocated aircraft as necessary to respond to the tactical reuuirenmt.

4. In essence, elements of this organization already exist. Toinelly
each operatiom has a lMission Commander and in come cases reprracentation et
the wajor m=load and off-load airfieslds. what is required | IR -
ization to establish procedures and obtnin the neeceassmary oo anic.uion

19-1




AVXD 4 July 1966
SUBJECTs Alr Force Airlift Capability

equipment and yualified personnel to implement the lCT concept,

. 5e It is rcquested that this proposal be implemented during a
» future selected tactio~l operation. This headquarters will ueke pers-
. onnel available, as desired, to assist in formulating plans and pro-
cedures.

/s/Richard T Knowles

/t/RICHARD T, KNOWIES
Brigadier General, USA
Chief of Staff

. ' ' 19-2
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CONFIDINTIAL

} I
] STATISTICAL SUMARY
g PACTICAL IR SUPPORT
1 May = 3V July 1966
& $UB
4 TOTAL TOTAL
£ o 1o Qotal alr surties during periods  UGAF 6,389
E BN 443N
4 VNAF %741
. 14,521
2. Macver of garties flown by U3
sireraft is supnort of ARVIG 6,134
£ 3» DNusber sorties flown by Vi
% in support of ARVi: _ 2,7
& B .
: - 4o Toinld punber sorties flown in ‘
gupmort of L3ATN 8,905
3+  Nwaber suriies flown by Us
airceaft in supyort of Us Poscess 4,646
6 Mubes sortivs flown by VHAR
£ airveraft in support of US Forcest 970
-4
1 T« Total nuwsber scriies flown in
support of Us Forces: 5,616
3o Humber S8Y 5807 missions flown
' i suprert of ARV . 284
3
9. Nwiber 3KY 3207 misuions flown ' :
in sunport of Uss 1st Inf Div 165
‘ 25th Inf Div 12
1 e 1734 Abn Bde 7
15t ATF 4
% | 168
10. Resuits of air strikes: 11, Ordnance expended:
KI4a (B0) a1 Boubs 8,880
KIa (25%) o 1,584 . Rockets 10,454
dtencturas destroyed 4,520 GCBU ' 174,800
Hirueture s damaged 3,343 NAPA 5,262
Jeoondaxy explosiors 196 20 mm 1,590,400
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1I
LIMITING FACTORS
l. Shortage of air manitions, particvlarily (BU, }K-24 Flares,

heavy bombs, long delay fuzes and Daisy Ou..er Fuze Extensions, was
a matter of concern throughout the period,

2. Till of requested preplanned missions was less than during
the previous revorting period. TASE occasionally would not accept all
preplanned requests on the basis that TACC could not allocate suffic-
ient aircraft.

3. Navy flights frequently showed up early for scheduled TOT's,
4. A few aircraft, particularly Navy flights, showed up at the

target having ordnance at variance with the TACC Frag Order resulting
in reduced effectiveness of the strike.

5. wWeather throughout the period was generally favorable to air
operations with the exception of July when early morning ground fog
and rain wexe recurring problems.

III
ARC LIGHT MISSIONS

A total of 34 Arc Light Missions were flown within III CTZ during
the reporting period utilizing a total of 300 B=-52 aircraft.
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