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SICTION I (U) SIGWITFICAIT ORGANIZATION OR UNIT AC IVITIBS

AD38943

| - 1¢ (U) General:
]

a. The remainder of the battalion's general cargo viich included,
several viweled vehicles, 18 howitzers, 105mn SP, 1:108; and 7 Armored Per~
sonnel Carriers, 113, arrived at base camp (Artillery Eill) on 3 August.

e g —— =

b, During the reporting poriod, the battalion continued its program
of building and improving base camp. Buildings that were coupleted by the use
«’ tioup labor included 14 enlisted troop billets, 4 officer billets, 5 wnit

ness halls, and 4 battery headquarters buildings.

PR S

6, Awards: The Bronze Star ledal for valor was awarded tc the i

[ Battalion Surgeon, l.edical iiCO, and ledical Aidman in a battalion cercnony on A
S 8 Ootober, The 4ir licdal was avarded to the Assistant 52 during the reportin@
s+ =y period,

FILE COPY

g
o . 2, (U) Intelligence: Seversl members of Forward Observer perties were
-+t ‘coumitted to aerial visuel recoanaissance (VR) missions whioh resulted in
i sightings of int‘*eno‘xme.nts, numerous hamlets, bridges, treils, and euspeoted
enexy persomnel. Several locations of these sightings have been used zs EL‘..I
tarpets by artillexry units in the Pleilku area.

! 3» (U) Operations and Treining sotivities:

as Plans: Plamed emplizsis within the battalion was %o develoy ‘
- uaintain individual combat proficioncy, safety, personal lhygiens and senit "y
maintenance, and security by periodically scheduling formal elasses. liuch Pag

3 !
this training has been stroessed through onwthe=jod training techniques. P
Familiarization firing of all individual end orew serve weapons is conducted i
esoh calendar quartors °This deeumeat eontains fuicvustisn affleting the National
Defenze of she Uuitod [Jiv'+: »illiu the sesnimg of tho
be  Oporatlongiyiouage Laws, Title 17, Us £ C.. S3stlog 795 aud
794, Its transmissiom or ii'n avsiaticy of its contents
in aiy memmer t. ax wntathsrizs? poragn is prohibited
by lav." N .
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Tc< CONFIDENTIAL |

AVEA=AT..7 /6,00 ; ' 1 Noveurber 1966
SUBJECTs Oparcationar Repont for Quarteriy Period Ending 31 October 1966

(1) &t 1840 hours on 3 August, the battalion fired a %7, i%s
first mispion and first round in the Republic of South Vietnam with usimown re-
sults. The targets were an enemy assembly area and suspeoted enemy P,

(2) Calibration firing (6 rounds per tube) of the 105mm Howitzers
(M108) SP was completed on 5 August.

(3) On 9 August, Battery A moved to the vicinity of (atecka -rith
the mission GSR 2d Howitzer Battalion, 9th Artillery in support of 1st Batialion, _
59th Armor, 3d Brigode, 25th Infantry Division on "OPSRATION PAUL REVERE II" an
operation which lasted 15 days.

(4) On 11 August, Battery B moved to the vicinity of Plei Boy on
a one day operation to provide defensive fires for CIDG operations in the Plei
brong areas

(5) From 13-15 August, Battery C moved to the vicinity of Plei
livrong and provided fires for a CIDG clearing operation which resulted in the
destruction of one building in a suspected Viet Cong location. The operation re-
s:lted in several VC surrendering to the CIDG,

(6) On 23 August, Battery C occupied a positior ‘5 miles east of
Tleilu City scuth c¢i “Iighway 19 on a one day operation firing preparation end
defensive fires in support of two LRVN companies in an operation to clzar ani
oocupy iiill 928 (ER 073429)., One Viet Cong suspect was captured during this

. operation.

(7) From 23 iugust until 7 September, Bottery B moved to & positien
between Catecka and Plei le with a mission GSR 24 Howitzer Battalion, 17th Ar-
tillery in an operation supporting two LRVN battalions (Task Forces) in a clear-
ing operation from west of Plei e NE to an area SW of Catecka in the Ia Drang
end Ia Puoh River Valleys. ‘

(8) From 24 August until 31 October, Battery C lns been deployed
from 8 to 25 miles along Highway 19 east of Pleil City GSR 24 Howitzer Bat-
talion, 9th Artillexry and DS 1/10 Cavalry with a mission to provide cover and
security of iighway 19 in the Pleiku sector.

(9) From 24 iugust un%il 13 October, Battery & occupiod several
positions in the vicinity of Duc Co with a mission GSR 2d Howitzer Bathalion,
9th Lrtillery on "OPERATION PLUL REVERE III". Defensive, preparation, regi-
stration, and H&I missions were fired diring this period. On 4 October, Battery
L& fired its 10,000th round in the Republic of South Vietnam. -

(10) During the pericd 12-22 weptomber, Nattery B occupled & po-

sition approximately 12 miics west of Pleilku City alcag Route 509 with the
mission GSR 2d Howitzor Baitalis:a, 9th Artillery, S :
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¢ CONFIDENTIAL

AVFA=AT-3/6~C0 " 9 Yovember 4955

, 'SUBJECTs Operationel Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Octover 1966

(11) From 22-30 September, Battery B ocoupied o position in the
vioinity of Thanh Binnh (Oasis) with the mission GSR 2d Howitzer Battalion, 9th
Artillexy.

(12) During the poriod 1-22 Ootober, Bettery B :oved and occupied
positions north ef Phu Cct elong Highway 1 in GS of 22nd  ARVH Division on
MOPIRATION INVING" in the Phu Cat Mountains north of Qui ihon. The battery was
oredited with 65 enemy KIA and 8 VC captured during this operation.

(13) During the period 13-27 October, Bettery 4 occupied positions
‘n the vicinity of Plei Djereng with the tission GSR 2d Howitzer Battalion, 9th
rtil lery in support of 3d Drigade, 25th Infantry Division and USSF/CIIG ele-
'en’s on "OPERATION PAUL FEVERE IV!, During tiiis operation, Battery A wos
~seditad with a total of 15 WVA/VC KIA,

(14) On 22 Octobar, Battery B deployed +wo platoons along Iizhway

19 e28t of Ploiku City with the mission DS /10 Cevalry in providing cover end

soourity of Eighway 19.

(15) Effeotive 1600 hours 23 October, 3d Howitzer Bottnli.., 6th
Lrtillery (-) heonme OFCON of tho 4th Tnfontry Division with Batter: 4 cccu-
pying a position in vieinity of Flsi Djereng with a mission GSR 2d Eowitzer
Battclion, 9th Artillexry on "UPERATION PAUL REVERE IV". 3Batteries B and ¢
deplayed i two platoons each, each. east of Pleiku City along Highway 19 with
a uission DS 1/10 Cavalry providing seourity of Highwey 19.

(16) From 27-29 October, Battery A occupied & position within the

4t%h Infantry Division Bese Comp as elements of a reaction farce. During this .

period the battery fired three defensive concentrations before moving to the
vicinity of Thenh Binh (Onsis) on 29 October. :

(17) On 31 Ootober, one platoon (2 howitzers) from Battery A moved
to vicinity of Pled la with o mission GS II Corps. The remaining elements of

- Battery & moved within the 4th Infantxy Division Bese Comp as eloments of a
- reaciion foroe, :

: 6e Training: On 21 September and 3 October, Headquarters Battery's
Hortar Section fired a total of 124 rounds of 81mm mortar HE in a joint training
uxeroise with the 77+h Rader (CIR) Datachment.

SECTION II (C) COlIANDER'S OBSERVATIONS AND RECOM ZHDATIONS
Farh 1, Observations (lessons Iearned) |
1s (C) Operations: _

a. Item: Tirlcy Chart (Scales 1/25,000) FIC
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Ce CONFIDENTIAL -

AVPA~ATw3/6-00 1 Novenbor 1966
- SUBJECT -Operations1 Report for Querterly Poriod Bnding 31 Octobu 1966

Piscussions Unlike both tho alumimum end papor firing charts (mrid
sheet), the plastic chinrt boing resistant to water damage oan Mo viipod off with
a damp oloth to remove dirt and dust, This ohart ocan be usod severul times bew
fore boooming unserviceable,

Qbsorvations 411 fire direotion oonters should use the plastio fire
ing charts while operating in RV, .

be Items Forward Observers (1=14 Riflo),

Disoussions The Forward Obsexver and his party must CaIy”. AN aX0es~

8ive amount of Te62mn armmmnition on operations bocause of resupply prohiera.
This is ospecially truo whon operating with troops wio are usually oraocd wich
different type weapons, When oporating with US infantzy eloments, the resupply
of ammmition is only for the 1»16 Rifle,

Obsorvntions The Forvard Obsorver ana party .should be immucd the
¥~16 Rifls instond of tho =14 Riflo, '

Oe Items Surver Control,

_Q,i.s_c,t_l.s._s‘i.qry &xtonsive uso of swrveyed firing data is hatperod in
sk arcas in LVN duo to a lack of survey oontrol points. lMany timos tin brittoxry
st rely on inp spotted coardinntos, and laying tho battory by coupass,

Observations Survoy partios from TAB and othor units should extend
oontrol in ercas most likely to roquire artillery support, 0eg., main highways,
villeges, ang military installaticns, Triz lists should be consolidatod ond

de Itoms Lighting Sot, Gonoral Illwaina ting,

Q_iﬂc}l,g_g_i.o_xg_: The firing battorios aro froquontiy split into two
Piatoons operating ot distances from 5 to 15 miles apiet, Tho TOR authorizes one
11 shting sat, 25 outlet, 110~120 volts and ono gonexrator sot 110-120 volts AC,
Pos fiving battory, In view of this, only ono of the platoon has adoquato 1ighte
in: fae1itios essontial for 24 hour oporations, ,

Obsorvations Al1 firing bettorios in RVN should bo issucd two -
@O AMutor by s 7Qgws it volts AC ¢ o Iightire sot which incluvdes 30 wett bulbs
that oon bo ugeq wita the 1,5 iy 28 volt gonorators
2. (%) Logistioss
Ge Ifom: 105um Howitzor {M108) sp, .
diigoussions Lais univ bug Gxporiencwed corsiderable dewmtimo as POX

tains to 4 M08 Howitzer, " Thy doaciing rato is duo ic tho unavailability in -
RWN of A8y dopot stookage of cortuin )% componorits/purts, oege, lodol 7399
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" co  CONFIDENTIL !

: AVRA~LT=3/6-C0 . Movesioar 1966
SUBJECTs Operationcl Ropart for Quartorly Period Erdiiy 31 Ostubax 1966 ..

d’ese. engines, radiators, impoliars, solid rubber tires for x»o2d wheols, pano-
roale  elosoopes, and comnon usage gui parts, e.g., extrcotors, pivet pins, and
p'uangesse There are presently five panoramic teloscopos turncd in to ordnance
duo to tho loosoning of bonding matorial which has allowed moisture to ontnxr into
i tho telesoopes rondoring thom unservicoebles Due to the lack of adequate ropeir
. perts and faoilities, tho dondline rote and "downtime" of tho M108 Howitzers is
unnocessarily high. This unit was informed by higher hecdquarters that a pre-
packagoed PLL/ASL and a float howitzcr should heve boon sent to RVH prior to our
depcrture from COWUS. To date we have beoen unablo to locate these #-ms.

Observation: That all mnjor components/parts for the - :.m lrwitzors,
1:'C3 SP be mede available in RVIT which will roduce the duration of "e.awmtira® and
cahance the unit's operationcl capebility. A pre-peckaged PLL/ASL a1u nocessary
float howitzors should be cloarly assignod and interosted units notifiod. :

©s  Eiams Wheol Vohicles (Cargo).

. Discussions The following listed wheol vohicle parts orc not availe -
? able in RVNs Shafts for 5 ton Wrockor 154342, startors for § ton Teuck 15442;

and ongines, trcnsmissions, and bodies for % ton 1151, When mojor puits for tho
¢ tom vehiclo ocannot bo obtained fi~m property disposal, the vanicle iz uviousted .
and = roquisition for n roplacomont ics to bo procossod.

, Obsgrvotions That adaquato ASL dopot stocicgn of whasl vehielo
parts bo mado nvailadle in RVN to inoludo itoms for dirent crohanizca

3. (C) Othor:

Qe Itcms Aviation Séotion.

i » Discussion: This unit wes origirmlly avuorised oxn wic irorcft

| %1% a somrletr nwvi-tion scotion, which wes deloted prior to dopinymeri overscas.
: Since the nature of tho oparutions in this aren requrza that tho bottoriza bo.
scprratod oxtonsivoly and on an almost continuing besis, it is n:cessery to vso
ciroraft for commond end control; cnd es o commmications link. In addition to
being widuly disporsod in tho arce of oporctions, tho mejority of tho land routos
%o tho bettorios are woathor or auomy oontrolled moking it rnocessery +5 :emmmuni-
calo by use of . ivs :it. This ie sousontly boing doas by “borrowing' ivorsft
frow looal avictica vzits or by Fhibeiaaiking' whon airereft are avairablos

i i M A AL P Ut i s

. Obscrvations Aviciion sootions thet are outhorized by TCH or cug- 3
montation; should bo issuod to units prosontly in RVN, and to units that arc do=- e
ploying to RVN,

+ Paxv II, lLosencadations

10 (U} Login-insi

- o pereametl
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o ©  CONFIDENTIAL - ,
= AVFL4-T-3/6-00 1 Mowarbor 1956 |
' SUBJZ3T: Operational Roport for Quortorly Poriod Ending 21 Colnbor 1966 i *
J te Rocoumond that occh 1M108 Howitzor battalion in RVIN be issucd eight |
} additionel penorcmio toloscopos as running sparss, This will holp the battalion
! to mintain full artillery fire powor ocpability.

bs It is rooommondod that on ::.doquo.to ASL dopot stookego of majoxr come P 3
pononta/parts for track and whool vohiclos be mede eveilablo in BV, '
2, (U) Othor: Roocommond thet aviation soctions cuthorizod Ty IOD or aug-
w.atation bo issuod to units prosontly in RVIT and units thet are doploying to RVI.
)
Ve, |
' i
; ° 1rc, Lxrtillory i
1 Comnconding {
, ' DISTRIBUTION: ‘
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( CONFIDENTIAL

AVPA=47=52-C0 (1 Nov 66) 18t Ind

[ SU3JiCTs Operationzl ileport of Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period
l _ ending 31 Getober 1966 . . .
Headquarters, 524 artillery Group, AP0 96295 4 November 1966

70s Commanding Cfficer, I FFCHCEV Artillery, APO 96550

1. Forwerded herewith is the Operational Report, sudbjeoct as above,
for %a dowitzer Battalion, 6th Artillery.

2., Concur in observations and recommendations conteined in bhesic

commmnications.
V=
A /AR e A
1 Incl : 0. Lo TCILASON

Y] Colonel Lrtillexy
. Commanding

NORES: o~
Regrodten o707 7/ AL

7’
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CONFIDENTIAL

LV ALET=D (1 Nov 66) 2d Ind

5 ﬂJ 0T: Opcrational Papopt of Tessons Learned [or Cuarterly Pcriod
ining 31 Cetoder 1966, (34 Pn, 6th Arty) (U)

MRANQUANTENS, T FINLD POUR VIALTNAL W‘ILIEWY, APD 96350 28 Yov 66

T0: Tommanding General, T Meld Force Vietnom, ATTH: AVFA-GC-0%T |
A20 96350

1, (U} =oncur with recozeadations contained in tasic comnunication.

2, (U) Ztetioan is hein initisted to prevare nnd submit rucorrended
cranres to TYT 6-317) ond TOZ 6=L:67% which will include tre fallowing:

2. 126 rifles for for:ard ohservers and their narties.

h, Tuwo ~rnerators, 110-120v, A0 cycle, ACL5 K7, per firinz 3

bﬂtt-(‘ry .
3, (U) Ariation supoort of non-divisional artillery units in I .WORCKV
bas teen, and continues to he 2 serious problem. Separate correspondence i
vill be submitted on this subject. : '

ho (U) The loristical problems cited in the basic report have teen .

sukstantiated by this headquarters. fsetion was initiated and is con- li
tinuously monitored. to insure that unit PLLs and supporting ASLs are - il
adequate and rcsponsive to operational requir-mcnts. OJonsiderable im- o j
provement has becn noted in this area within the past thirty days. g

5. (U) Tecomrnendations: /
a. "That plastic rrid shecets be standard issue items for field
artillery units in tropical arsas, (“lo.vinn Shects, Plastic 'olvethjlene,
Terephthalate, 1000 srid, 1: 25,000 scale, 73N 7530-636-udl2) s
b. That deploying units be issued and carry with them as R Co

General Carso, pre-nackaged PIL and ASL. Upon arrival, the ASL should
be delivcred to their Jireet Support l‘aintenance unit. The support
commands should take vigorous action to acquire adecquate numbers of
maintenance Iloats, e.g. howitzers, v:hicles, raiios snd compoaenvs
such as sizhts, to back up equipment in the hands of using units,

ASHLED I; A, SLI"

Colonel, Artillery

Comrandinﬂ
e 're~y.d»a (UMCLASRITIED)
o fear 5..',, . fonn j , f_J
| CONFIDENTIAL o™ T tofel
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AVPAGC-08T (1 Nov 66) 3d Ind
SJWECY: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1966 (»/

decdquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO US Forces 9635015 DEC 1966
T0¢ Commanding General, United 3tates Army Vietnam, APO S Forces 96307

(C) The 3d Pattalion, 6th Artillery Operational Report of Lessons
Learnrd for ‘uarterly Period uinding 31 October 1966 is forwarded with
the [ollowin: comment: '

Section II, Part I, Paragraoph 2a (10Smm Howitzer (M108) SP)s
US Army Support Command, Nui Vhon, cdvised this headquarterc on 6
December 1966 that a "push" packa-e for the 4108, 105mm Houitzer had
teen located end was currently being inventoried. A recommendation has
been made for retention of Authorized Stockupe List/Prescribed Load .
List itens at depot level until direct support units (supporting the 3d

Battalion, 6th Artillery) have acquired an adequate artillery susport
capability.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

wed

WILLIAM B
Culonel,
Adjutant General

C paseAREN AT 3VIAR BITERVALS

sEQLUIL AT 12 VERSS.
O Lud R 5200

. W b semas @ e e iee i e Asise. e e e Se——— e
ERIRTAR T ittt R TR B e o — e bt s o PRI

e o




1 sy
ool

FROM CLASEIFIED INCLOSURES

" CONFIDENTIAL .

AVHGC=DH (1 Nov 66) Lth Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Revort-lessons learned for the Period Ending
31 October 1965 (RCS C3FOR=65)

GGJAI\W UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Frandisco 96307
T0s Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: CPOP-QT
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has revicwed the Operational Report-lescons
Leari.cd for the pericd ending 31 Oztober 1966 from Headquarters, 3d
Howitzer Battalion, 6th Artillery as indorsed.

2, Pertinent comments are as follows:

a. Reference Paragrarh 5a, 24 Indorsement: Concur on the
use of plastic grid sheets by field artillery units assigned to
tropical environnents,

be Reference Paragraph 5b, 24 Tndorsemsnt: Concur in
recomendation for deployment of un’ts with FIL and ASL and subsequent
delivery of ASL to suvporting maintenance unit, Current policy is
for Support Commands to cstablish maintenance floats on major eouip-
ment items consistent with availability of equipment to establish

such floau.
POR THE COMMANDER: ﬁ
J. THORNTON
ht Lt. AGC
At Adjutant General
. 10
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o (" CONFIDENTIAL_,
GPOP-OT (1 Nov 66) 5th Ind (U)

8B8UBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned for the Period Mng
31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR=-65
¢ ) 2 3 JAN 1967

HQ, US ARMY, PACIPIC, APO S8an Francisco 96558

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Developmont, Department of the

WD V‘lhinthon. D. C. 20310

This headquarterc concurs in the basic report as indorsed.

j G. L. MeULLLF

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CilIEF:

CPT, 4AGO
Asst Lo
REURADED UNCLASSIFIED WHEN
© §KFSRATED FROM CLASSIFIED
IVCLOSUREASY LomPom LN TD
W%
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