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3 CONRDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
5TH BATTALION (AW)(8P) 2D ARTILLERY
BATTERY D (MG) 718T ARTILLERY (ATTACHED)
APO San Francisco 96266

SUBJECTs Operational Report - lessons Learneds 27 Pebruary 1967
Quarterly for Period Ending 31 January 67.

TO: See Distribution

flection It SIGNIFICANT ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES

&e (C) Genorals This is an ihitial Operational Repert~Lessons Learned.
During the reporting period the unit was deployed to RVHN from Pt Bliss, Texas. The
battalion's advance party arrived at Qui Nhon in the II Coxrps Dactical Zone on 16
November 66 and was diverted to the III Corps Tactical Zone arriving 22 November 66
Unit equipment and personnel were diverted at sea with the main body arriving at
Vuang Tau on 27 November 66 and then airlifted to Bien Hoa Base. Unit equipment
arrived at Saigon Port on 5 and 15 December 66. The battalion is assigned to
US Lomy Vietnam to IT Field Force Viétnam, with Operational Command II Field Force
Artillery. Batteries were futher attached as followss . Battery 4 with 1st and
5th S8ections D/71 attached to 18t Inf Div effective 17 December 66; Battery B with
24 and 6th Sections D/71 attached to 25th Inf Div effective 17 December 67) ;
Battery G with 3rd Section D/71 attached to 18t Inf Div effective 4 Jamary 67y
Battery D with 4th Section '.D/71 attached to 25th Inf Div effective 4 Janunxy 67.
Battalion Hgs and Hgqs Battery remained at battalion base camp vic Iong Binh
(coor YP 127115) and provided personnel, administrative, and M-42 maintenanco sup-
port for deployed batteries. Elements of the battalion supported the following °
operationss Cednr Falls, lanikni, Fairfax, and Task Forco Wallace. ‘

be Administration/Personnel

(1) Strength

5th Battalion (4W)(SP) 2d Artillery and D Battery (MG) Tist
Artillery are organized under TOE 44-85F, end TOE 44~58T, respectively, with an
authorized and assigned strength as of 31 January as followss

| thorizad Assignod
5th Bny 2a Arty. 37 3 658 37 3 66w
D Btry, T1st Axty 2° 0 112 2 0 110

W indjcated overstrength is due to Twaneit Personnel assigned for ETS
loss and casualties. '
’ "
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. OLEE S ( W« CUNF,DENT,‘L ﬂ' . : -. Gaa |
'SUBJECT: Operational Report ~ Lessons Leariied; ' ?é
' Quarterly for Period Mhiddng-31.J&nuary 1967
(2) Gains and Losmos

Gaing 5808
OFF WO EM QE ¥o ™
5th Bn, 24 Arty 0 0 13 0 0 12
D Btry, Tist Arty 0 0 2 0 0 1

(3) Casualties during the period include:

Zype Numbexr :
Killed in action 2 i
Died of battle wounds 0
Wounded in action 10
Missing in action 0

Non-battle denths 4

(4) Personnel Management : :‘

_ Roplacements for unprogrammed losses (KIA & WIA) were not being
receivede The cause was determined to be that since this battalion is assigned
to USARV, it was categorized as a combat support organization rather than a corbat
organization and therefore requistions for personncl would be handled as routine
with priority being given to divisional units. This would result in combat
squcads remaining understrength until MOS8 qualified replacements were received
in the command. The Replacement Section of USARV AG was informed:

(a) That Units have been ottached separately to the combat
divisions and in mést cases have been further detached down as far as separate
section level and utilized as direct support elements for all types of ground
combat missions.

(v) That the loss-~of & singlo- crowman seriously impairs the
performance of the crew amerved weapon.

‘ (c) ™at since AW orewman (MOS 13F) replacements were not
available in the command, and probably would not be available in the near futurc
personnel of related NMDS's could be effectively utilizedi og, 1lE armor crewman

- and 13A Field Artillery Crewmen.

' (d) Subsequently, replacements for unprogrammed losses have
been regeived on a timely basis and under the direction of the Battalion S-3,
receivod replacement training for a specific vacancy prior to departing for
unit of ‘assignment.

(5) Rest and Recuperation Progren

The following out of country R & R trips wore taken by member
of this o:-ganizat:lon.

1
'
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5 CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: Operational Report - lessons learned: 27 February 1967
€ Quarterly for Period Ending 31 January 1967
Location Nov Dec Jan
Bangkok 0 0 2
Hong Kong 0 0 3
Tekyo 0o 0 4
Taipei 0 0 2 L
Penang 0 0 3
‘Hawaii 0 0 0
! TOTAL 0 0 14

[
,'.l'hie headquarters R&R program operates within the allocations given
ta IIFFV,.

(6) Morale:
' The morale of the organization is highe

- (1) Awerds and Decorations ;

’3 The following awards and decorations were presented during the '
veriod ofs .

Bronze Stor Medal 0
Purple Heart 12
Adr Medal 0
Army Commendation Medal O
Good Conduct Medal 0

~ (8) Discipline, law and Orders

The following Jjudicial and non-Jjudicinl actions nofe -conducted
during this reporting periods : '

Article 15 30 ,
Summary Court-Mattial 0 ‘ _ '
Special Court-Martial 0
: General Court-Martisl 0
' (9) Sofetys The battalion sustained four vehicle accidents during
this pexriods The first accident occured on 20 December 1966 at 0900 hours in
Ho Nai Willage, Bien Hoa province, Highwey 14. A Vietnamese riding a bicycle
nade an improper turn and failed to yield right of way, thereby colliding with
a 2% tord truck driven by an individual from this unit. Investigation revealed
Vietnamase was at fault, No damage sustained by 2% ton truck., The sécond acci~
dent occured on 2 Jamuary 1967 at 0805 hours at coordinates YT 140118, An M=42
was in convoy when the vehicle left the road and overturned in a deep ditchs = |
The assistant platoon leader and driver managed to exoays through the commander's
and driwer's hatche Four crew members trapped in turret of vehicle were killed,'
The M-42 burned and was a complete loss. The third accident occured on 4 January
1967 at 0900 at intersection of highway 15 and entrance to 185th Tech Supply
Compound, Long Binh, A Vietnamese riding a motor bike ran into the right side

of 24 ton truek as the truck was making a right hand turn. Investigation reveled
the Vietnamese was at fault. The 2% ton truck did not sustain any damago.

The fouxth accident occurred on 4 January 1967 at Cu Chi. A4n M42 side awiped
the rear of a Vietnamese Army 5/4 ton truck that was parked on the side of a roed
causing the 3/4 ton truck to go forward and strike e Vietmamese child. :
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CONFICENTIAL A

SUBJECT:s Operational Report - Lessons Learneds 27 February 1967
Quarterly for Period Ending 31 January 1967

The M=42 sustained no damage. 4 driver safety program is in existence within
the Battalion and the provisions have been reemhasized with particular attention

to driving conditions in RWN.

(10) Civil Affairs: The Medical Civic Action Program (MEDCAP) was
initiated by this headquerters in December 1966. The progran consists of weekly
visite to Thanh Hoa by medically qualified personnel to provide necessary medical
care to Vietnamese civilians. 8Since this program was initiated o total of 800
patients have been treatei.

c.(C) Oporation/Intclligence
(19", , Missiens

" The firing elements of the battalion were used extensively in
a ground Buppo:'rt role during the reporting period. No air defense nission has
beun stoted, Missions covered a wide varity,: fron porimeter slonr ity -t sav iyl
cavalry operations. 55 squads were airlifted, helicopter lifted and Piuced on
river rafts. The M42, weighing 25 tons, is rond bound except on very firm terrain.
Tho M55, mounted on a 2% ton truck, is almost completely road bound. Off loaded,

the M55 has bean moved by helicopter &itlift thereby increasing its flexablity. .
AW units have beon employed in offensive operations in the following missionss

‘(a) Reconnaissance by firee

(b) Preparatory and covering fires.
(c) Blocking force.

(d) Fank security.

(¢) Mobile reserve.

(£) Search and Destxoy in an assigned TAOR (Whem attached to
Armored Cava.lry.)

4W units have been employed in defensive operation in the following .

missionss
(a) Primary perimeter sccurity forces.
(c) Mobile reaction/reserve forces.
. AW units have been employed.. in suppart oparakiona in tha fallowing
nissionss

(a) Convoy escort and security.

(b) Road olearing operations.

)
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CONFIbie NTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Report - lessons Learned:
Quarterly for Period Ending 31 January 1967

(2) i+ Operations/Intelligence Functions

The operations and intelligence activities of the battalion
heve not paralleled the activities that the battalion was trained for. Training
emphasized an 1ir (zfense mission with the battalion playing an active part in
the planning and execution of such a mission. To the contrary, in RVN all firing
batteries have heen attached to other commends and are immediately responsive to
the supported unit, The battalion operations and intelligence function is one
of coordinntion between major supported commonds, advising major supported commands,
and keeping the commander informed of the current tactinnl situation as it per=
tains to elements of the battalion and of any problems that exist that would
affect the batialion elements capability to saiisfactorily perform their mission.

(3) .~. Liaison Requirements

The battalion TO&E providcs on: liaicor. officer. This is not
considered adequate for a unit that currently hac elervents attached to two dive
isions with plans for three. This crurtoc a roquirenc.! for a mininm oL two and
a maximun of four personnel involved in linision “ype ac’ivitizs. Thie battelion
hag provided each supported unit a ILNC to act-as an Air Tefense Artillery Auto-
matic Weapons Staff Officer and Advisor. Le relieves the battery comrender of
ruch of the staff burden and adninistration that cxists with the supported comnand
while at the same time providing a valuable communications link betw 21 batteries
and the parent battalion. In one case the LNO is the Bn Asst S-% and in the
other it is the MG Battery Cormander. When the third INO is rcguired, the TO&E
INO will £ill the jobe. The battalion S~3 effects any required liaison with higher

headquarters.

(4) Training 3

Upon arrival in country and prior to becoming operational the
battalion conducted veefreshor training in the ground support role for all eloments
of tho battalion and initial training inweapons that have beon made aveilable
in RVN but wore not aveilavle during the training oyoles, i.e. Claynore nines, M79
gronade launcher, etce To date the replacements received by the battalion have
not been exposed to the M-42 or the training required for the successful sir
defense origngement or ground support mission. Replacements have been common
specialist or basic artillery (13A) MOS's as opposed to the trained AW Crewman
(13F)e The battelion has provided some training prior to sending tho replacements
to their batteries., This training hes been directed toward providing the replans—
ment sufficient knowledge 80 as, to allow him to contribute toward the squads
ability to successfully accomplish its missione 4 training program is being pre-
pared to accommodate the large number of officers and men that will arrive as
replacenents when the battalion rotation starts in Septemboar. Section II, Part
2 contains recommendations for future training.

) 5
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SUBJECTs Operational Report - lessons Learned:
Quarterly for Period Ending 31 January 1967

d. (U) Maintenance

(1) Due to the critical lack of a backup maintenance cepability
( DS and G3S) both in parts and knowledge, the battalion maintenance section has
played an important role in the maintenance suppoit of the detachod batteries.
Battalion contact teans have been formed to provide M-42 maintenance support to
the battery field location when naintenance services are required beyond their
capabilitjes, Helicopters have been used to deliver parts and meintenance per-
gsonnel to the field where maintenance was performed on the spel, there-by assur-
ing ninimunm down tinme. The centralized maintenance scheme was adopted as parts
are not availablie at this time to provide four separate ASL's to separate DS wnits.
4 centralized parts ocontrol was roquired and will continue to be required as long
as the shortage exists. The li-42 maintenance talent and expemience in the III -
CTZ is presently within the waintenance section of the battzlion and to divide
this experience and resources would probably result in substandard maintensnce
and excessive equipnent down tine. \

(2) This battalion has sustained three M42 combat losses thru
nine demage. 48 of the date of preparation, no date has been forecast ¢ when
replacenent tracks will be recieved. In the interinm, threc of the battalions
four float tracks have been issued.

. (3) The chart shown as figure 1 is a compaétive swmury of mining
indicents and major parts usage within the framowork of employment concevpte.
Two batteries were used as rianeuver %elements with:the armor cevwlry. Muring the
same period the other two battaries were used as fire support under the control
of diviasion artillery.

Mines Engines Trensmissions Fiiil Privesn- ., Road-Whcels
n

Armor Cavalty 3 5 4 ) 16
Mission
Mre Support

0] 10

Mission- 1 1 0
: (Figure 1)

‘Section II, Part 1 - Observation/Lessons Learned
(U) M55 Helicopter Lift (U)
Itent (U) Malfunction of the M-55 during end after halisopter 1lift.

Discussion: (U) In seversl instances malfiuction of the M-55 has been experienced
ag a result of helicopter lift. During the 1lift sequence the firtiag sling has
become tangled around one of the barrels of the cal 50 machine gun and as the
nount is lifted the barrel sustains the weight of the mount causing damage to

the gun and the mount clevetion mechanisu. Further. on occamion it has been
necessary after arrival in the landing zone to field strip and ~laan the cal 50
nachine gun before firing. This 1s caused by excessive sand and debris forced
into the barrel and recéiver group by the Chinook rotor wash.

UNEL ASSIFIED

i o v ——————— o




'7 ST NLSHTIC

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons learneds
fuarterly for Pariod Eading 31 January 1967,

. Observation: (U) To provent future domoge and melfunctions to the cel 50 muehine
gun and M-55 movnt durines heliicopter 1ift, the cnl 50 gun barrels will be removed
and the rcceiver group will be covered with a suiteble material such as burlap

. or plastic when propared for helicopter lift. Barrels will be cerried as internal
loads.

(U) Materiel Shortcomings (U)

Item: (U) Certain material shortcomings bave come to light during the period
covered.

Discugsiont (U) During the initial operations sunported _ the battalion certain

meteriel shortcomings came to light vhile in ground support roles. These problenms
arc peculinr to ground support missions and bad not heen experienced while under-

going training.

ae M-42's are being utilized as tanks. In going through.o:. 2
ond Jungle during clcaring operations, damage to the vehicles susmension system.
and hull has been sustained. Increaged wear on the transmission . .8 been ox-
rerlenced from the extended driving in low range while cn jungle clearing, and
search and dustroy type operations. Although these problems aro also apparcnt
in tanks to a lasser extent, tne criticality of parts for M-42 rakes the damage
ceugsed moro acute for the pattalion.

be The M-60 machine gun on the M-42 is in a location which,
when fired, interfered with the azimuth gun pointer and right cannoneer. Re-
locating it tc the rear may correct the problem. This headquarters is studying
the problem and possible solutions.

¢, Several azimuth incdicators have been damaged by ammmnition
clips being ejocted by the automatic loader. This unit is fabricating an eziu.th
indicator cover which will provide protection and still allow its use.

' ds The primary mnterial shortcoming with the M=55 is nobility
and the lack of & firing capability to the front when mcunted on the 2% ton truck.
This unit has mounted M-60 michine guns immodintely to the rear of the eab with
the capability of firing over the cab to compensate for this shortcomin
Mobility is discussed in Section II.

Obsgorvetions Blements of the battalion can accomplish their assigned missions
however the points above should be considercd during the plamning and cxecution
of operations envolving M=42's and M-55's.,

(U) Automatic Weapons Employment Techniques in RVN (U)

Iton: (U) During the initial operations employment techniques have been developed
that 4iffoer from those expecrienced during training.

B it et RIS




CONFIFENTIAL 70

SUBJ¥CW's Onrerational Report ~ Ieasons Learned:
Quarterly for Poriod Ending 31 January 1967,

Picsusedon: (V) The trainive progran of tha battalion was weighted toward :n
aijr defense nission. Ground support training was conducted but not to the extunt
of operationn) erployment oxporionced to date in RWN. As & result of the nuw
cxperiences in VN, new techniques have been developed and practiced.

2e Tho /70t i8 not an aren saturation weapon. It is o point
target direct fire weapon that can be used in a saturation or indirect firc mission
enly when an area target cidsts or whon mnuk anl {ields of fire are such to allow
its vse, Amnmunition expended on such nissions will generally result in a wiste,
The M=42 with its inherent uizh rate of fire and inmedinte response to the support—
cd wnit gives excellont results in direct fire support. When covpled with a night
target acquisition dovice the responsiveness and coffectivoness is enhanced,

b, Rwge curds are a must at each firing positions, prinary grd
nlternate, occupied or not. In addition to the normal information . oy~ iral bi”
a range card, the ninirmm quadrant to clear mask should also be ro *u«l.. \w.iteh
linits should be marked with ground stakes or chalk marks on the amirmth ring fo=
the M55 and by grease pencil narks on the ezirmth indicator of bthe 112,

ce. When aevglopj_ng fields of fire for the %4, cunuidezation
must be given to the fuzing syscem of the projectile. With the quick poirt conw.ct
fuze, the jungle pepctration capability is very liniteds The {macum Lurn out
precludes maximum effectiveness for targets at ranges bgyond 3500 nmeters,

d. Firing tables are nccessary for both M-42's ond M-T5's. Tt
is highly desirable to extract the ground support or surface firing portion of the
tobular firing tables and convert them from yards to the metric systen.

Chacivationt (U) A gonural lack of familiarity with the M-42 and M-55 exists
Wndre elements have beocn initially attached. This nny also apply to repluccments
that are asgigned to the battalions New techniques and tactical considerations
should reciéve the widezt possible disgemination to concerned personnel to insure
zeximin effective employment of the wesnon systenss

~— Section II Part 2 = Recormendations
4 (C) Linitations of the M-42 Twin 10mn

The torrain in the III CTZ and the techniques of mancuver employed
in Vietnan oreates a ;miqiv limiting environment for the utilization of the M-42.
Because of the heavy jungle conopy and undergrowth in many parts of the III C1Z,
not cnly the movement but the firing capability of the M-42 is seriously impaired.
Since the ammnition used is point detonating, it cannot be fired through foliage
close to the gun without extreme crew scfety hazard, and cannot have substantial
effect on any target screcned by foliage When clear fields of fire are available,
supported tactical cormanders are sometimes rcluctant to allow the M-42 to fire
because the convergent schemes of maneuver habitually practiced in Vietnam. This
when coupled with the flet'trajectory and long ronge of the M-42, will often place
friendly troops in the field of fire.

8
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SUBJECT: Operati nal Report - Lessons Learneds
Quartc: 7 for Period Ending 31 January 1967.

RECCMTIDATICH

.....

lensc fouiage and whose lethality is spont after a range of 750 to 1000 nmeters.
A carnister or flechete type runition would suffices In the absence of development

of such a ronnl, serious conuideration must be given to the afore mentioned
linitaticns of the 1~42 during emnloyment of the weapon in Vietnam.

B (U) Casoi’ne Operated Chain Saws

Elonents of the battalion have frequently taken up defensive positions
on the edye of wor in the niddle of rubber plantations or other arcas of dense
vegatition and Toli>ge. Ficlds of fire must litterally be ehopped.out or birlldozed
ot in these sreas. M-42!'s have been used toe push dewn small trece and vegetation,
nouwever this technique has caused unneccssary damoge to *he suspension system, wank
hnll. and fenders. When chain saws are available, fields of fire .y be cut with
out damige to the M=-42 and the weapon can continue its fire support mission without
interruption.

otb OMMENDATION ¢

That gasoline operated chain saws be included in battery TO&E or MIO & E.

¢ (U) Training

During the basic unit and advanced unit training cycle of this battalion
the training progrem was weighted toward an air defense mission. This was due to
the lack of guidund®: as to future missions and the fact that the ATT was weighted
toward an air defense mission. Individual training prior to activation had also
baen weighted toward air defanse. The following areas of instruction should be
considered when training for deployments to RVN.

a. Automatic Weapons Training Programs for NCO's and lower grade EM
being held at service school or training centers, in addition to the meterial
currently presented should include:

(1) M=-42 intercom characteristics and communication techniques.
(2) Air and helicopter lift techniques for M-55,

(3) Night firing and surface firing techniques to include firing on
the nove and reconnaissance by fire.

(4) Vehicle recovery techniques.
(5) Claymore. mine cheracteristics and installation techniques.
(6) Use of trip flare and their proper installation.

(7) Mep reading using the 125,000 PICTO map.

9
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SUBJECT: Operationel Report -~ Lessons lLearned:
Quarterly for Period Ending 31 January 1967

be In addition to the above officer career courses at the U.S. Axrmy Air
Defense School should include combined arms training which illustratos the Auto-
netic Weapons Bettalion the varity of roles mentioned in Section I and under control
of units of the artillery, armor, and infantry.

ROCCMMENDATION:

Thot prior to unit training, cdeploying units be given guidnnce cn.which o
develope their training program and that individual replacements for &' SP battnlions
be trained in the light of current employrment concepts and techniques prevalent
in RVY. '

D (U) Target Acquisition

Elcnents of this battalion are habitually given extensive night per-
ineter sccurity missions. At present, the target acquisition caepability does not
prarellel the range capability of either the M-42 or the M55, The addition of a
starlight scope for ocach M-42 and e starlight scopc and set of binoculars for each
M-55 would meke the M-42 and the M-55 a formidable night perimeter security weapons,

RECOL TIONs

That an improved target acquisition capability be made a part of the TO&E
or MTO&E.

E (U) Maintenance

Thore is an over deoreasing quantity of spare parts. Without proper
end tirely meintenance, the spare parts problem will become even more acutec.
Sufficient standdown and mrintendnce timo must be allotted Yetween and during oper—
ations to insure combat readiness and preclude an unneccssary oxpenditure of parts
thru breakdowns that could have becn avoided by preventive maintenance. Typical
of the problems encountered aret

(1) Road whoels must have oil changed more often than indicated in the
appropiate manual, Iaterite works its way into the seals causing nore than normal
wear if not changed weckly,

(2) Track pads have shown excessive wear., Whila this is an area that
cannot be precluded by preventive maintenance, it is a point fcr consideration.
When alenents with worn pads return to an arca where asphelt roads exists, time
will have to be allotted to replace the pads or the roads will suffer the damage
caused by the nmetal cleats.

RECOMMENDATION:

That maintenance oporatisns be carefully oonsidorsd and plamned along with
tactical operations.
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57BJuC™: Opcrational Report - Lessons Learned:
Quarterly for Period Ending 31 January 1967

"™ (U) Cummd 2d Ehnbtzol

Trdar v, mresant T0%E all coimand and control vehicles in the {inins
)

W rdes o2 el vehi s Trrercroce through-cut the reporting pericd has
shov. that t1331 Vi o4 cchisioe ot sy oup with fract vehicless In many
aroas whore th o cdalion Yoo omaented L% Ly dmposs:ib!e te move by crheeled venicle.
T rEeativy pocanaanoanan, oo o7 Cooamteel e o. Phe wie of a nchile tracked
BiCLee ¢ ABRGCH | 1@RZLITT N | A BN T OGN B TUE Oﬁcasicnallv used M-4i2's
o5 commnd vehicloo, ?Ed ,otdnle s omet potinSoiery fom reconitiissonce boeaude
T b uadout ownt Ink of o love eroay eontry mobilliiy . LhC ie ¢2 is eqgaiored
m.th Bing AT/VID 4o roAie wbiyt ds nos ademinte for couran” and eontrol.

EECOLMETDAY LG T:

That each battory hc-drvartsry, and cach LY ,lutoon headquarters be cuthorized
e light-trecked -ersonns) coriicr with an AN/VAC 12 rolio for tactical recommnis-
zance and mnovoement,

G (U) Logintics:

Current practices exercised during POM cre=tcd logisticzl problems upon

arrival in country. The current procedures are brscd upon the premise thé RZD

TAT cruipment is irmediatcly avallable to troops when they arrive. Such is not the
290, e to crowded port conditions RED TAT is not available for as many as

five or +en days after the unit hes arrived in country. This meens that those
items required for troop living i.c. mess equipment, water containcrs, tentage,
cets, otecs., must be obtained from already short locul resources. Power gencrating
zquipnient within the TO&E is adequate for TO&E equipment but inadcquate to power
the electrical requirement imposed when establishing o semi-permancnt base campe
Adecuatie power generating equipment is requirced prior to nrrival of main body
trocp ciements to insure that refrigeration and lights wre cvailable.

RECOENDATION

“rat communications between deploying unit an? host unit be vstablish:? o
airirwn of 90 days prior to departure frem CONUS :n order to prov1d0 guidenec on
which supply personnel can base POM procedures. HNssentinl troop living require-
mente should be shipped YELLOW TAT in order to provide advanced porty personnel
time and resources to establish temporary base for moin body troope. Adequste
power gonerating equipment should be included.

h. (U) M-55 Mobilitys:

The M-55 mounted on the 2% ton truck has excelleni rozd nobility but
is extremely limited in cross-country movement. For ronvoy sceurity mi:siens the
truck mounted M=55 is adequate. For support of offensive cucrations botier monility
is required.. Helicopter lifting the dismounted M-55 cnables thc weapon to raach
all areas of operations, but once on the ground it 1§ cssuntizily frmotile,
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LV CLASSITIED
SUBJECT: Operetional Report - Lessons Loarned:
Quarterly for Period Ending 31 January 1967
RECONMENDATION:

That an M-55 be mounted on a full tracked vehicle of the M=113 class and tested
in country to ewvaluase tho significance of the resulting increcasc in mobility.

\ [ ﬁ
\XAM T
DISTRIBUTION: JOHN D. LEWIS
Special ' LTC, Artillery
Commencing
12
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CconFipenTiaL ™

AVFB-FAC (8 Mar 67) 19t Ind
SUBJICT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Quarterly for Period
Ending 31 January 1967 (RC3-CSFOR-65) (U)

DA, EQ, II FFORCIV Arty, A0 96256 9 8 MAR 1967

TO: Agsisteat Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of
the &rmv, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. (U) The quarterly re;ort submitted by the 5th Battalicn (iuto-
natic Veapons) (Self Fropelled), 2d ‘rtillery (Reinforced) is considered
adequate.

2. (C) Reference Scction II, Part II: .

ee. rYaracraph A; concur. This headquarters included & similer
recommendation in its last Operational Report.e The full potential of the
I1-42 employed in ground support will not be realized until a suitable 40um
round is developed.

b. Puragraphs B, D and F; concur. Battalion lP0: is now in
preparation and will incorporute requezsis for this equirment.

Ce JFarcgraph C; concir. Any air deferse aictomatic weapons but-
talion employed in a counterinsurgency environuent can expect to encountcr
ground gupport missions. Training preirams nmust be developed accordingly.

de Paragrapl 33 concure

es Paragraph G; concur. This headquarters habitually estatlishes
communication with in-coming II FFCRCEZIV Arty units well in advence of their
departure from COI3 ard provides information relaetive to IOM procedures.
The 5/ 2d Arty was diverted to IT FPORCEV by COIUSHACY efter its departuve
from CONUS, Cormunicetion conld not be cstablished until) its advance party
arrived in RVII,

f+ Paragraph H; concur. Il is understood that = study is beiny
conducted by USARV to deteriine tle Tewasibhility of such a test.

W.D.(V\"u\:-v war.
e Do TRIMII2LRGAR Jr.
Brigodier Cnuersel, Uld
Commaxd ing

C CONFIDENTIALL O DEciassimed Artes 12 YEARS.

0OD DIR 5200.10
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