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CO 1. Forwarded as inclosure Is Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 
Q5th Battalion (AW)(SP) 2D Artillery with Battery D (MG) 71st Artillery 

(Attached) for quarterly period ending 31 January 1967. Information con- 
^jj tained in this report should be reviewed and evaluated by CDC in accordance 

with paragraph 6f of AR 1-19 and by CONARC in accordance with paragraph 6c 
and d of AR 1-19. Evaluations and corrective actions should be reported 
to ACSFOR 0T within 90 days of receipt of covering letter. 

2. Information contained In this report is provided to the Com- 
^.mandants of the Service Schools to Insure appropriate benefits in the 
O—future from lessons learned during current operations, and may be adapted 
Of or use In developing training material. 
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DBPAROMBNT OF TBS AEfff 
5TH BATTALIOM (AW)(SP) 21) mHUEBX 

BATTERY- D (MG) 71 ST iRTILLER3f (ATTACHED) 
APO San Francisco 96266 

SUBJBOT»    Operational Report - Lessons Learnedi 27 Psbruary 1967 
Quarterly for Period Ending Jl Januaiy 67« 

TOi See Distribution 

flecrtion It    SIONIITCANT ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES 

a* (c) Gexioralt    This is an initial Operational Repprt-Lesaons Learned* 
During the reporting period the unit was deployed to RVN from 7t Bliss, Texas.   The 
battalion's advance party arrived at Qul Nhon in the II Corps tactical Zone on 16 
November 66 and was diverted to the III Copps Tactical Zone arriving 22 Novenber 66« 
Unit equipment and personnel were diverted at sea with the main body arriving at 
Vüng Tau on 27 November 66 and then airlifted to Bien Hoa Base«    Unit equipment 
arrived at Saigon Port on 3 and 15 December 66»   The battalion Is assigned to 
US Army Vietnam to II Field Force Vietnam» with Operational Command II Field Force 
Artillery,   Batteries wore futher attached as follows!   Battery A with 1st and 
5th Sections D/71 attached to 1st Inf Div effective 17 December 66| Battoiy B with 
2d and 6th Sections D/71 attached to 25th Inf Div effective 17 December 67» 
Battery 0 with 3rd Section D/71 attached to 1st Inf Div effective 4 January 67>"; 
Battery D with 4th Section D/71 attached to 25th Inf Div effective 4 January 67, 
Battalion Hqs and Hqs Battery remained at battalion base camp vie Long Blnh 
(coor YT 127115) and provided personnel, administrative, and M-42 maintenance sup- 
port for deployed batteries.   Elements of the battalion supported the following ; 
operationei    Cedar Falls, Lanikal, Ihirfax, and Task Force Wallace. 

b. Administration/Personnel 

(1) Strength 

5th Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery and D Battery (MO) 71 at 
Artillery are organized under TOS 44-Ö5F, and TOE 44-58T, respectively, with an 
authorized and assigned strength as of 31 January as follows 1 

> 
Authorized Assigned 
OFF   WD   M OJF   WO   Igf 

5th Bn, 2<l Arty 37    5    ^58 37    3     668* 
* 

D Btry, "yist Arty       2"     0     112 2      0     110 

*49io Indicated overstrength is due to Transit Personnel assigned for BIS 
loss and casualties. 

lad 1 
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(2) Gelna and jflggg 

Gain« Losses. 
OT   WO   gl OIF   VO   IM 

5th Bn, 2d Arty 0     0     13 :0     0     12 

D Btzy, 71at Arly 0     0     2 0     0     1 

(3) Caeualtles during the period Include t 

Ifoe Number 
Killed in action 2 i 
Died of battle wounds 0 
Wounded 1A action 10 
Missing In action 0 
Non-battle deaths 4 

\ ! 
' (4) Personnel Management 

Replacements for unprogrammed losses (KIA & VIA) were not being 
received»   The cause was determined to be that since this battalion is assigned 
to USAR7, It was categorized as a combat support organization rather than a coribat 
organization and therefore requlstlons for personnel would be handled as routine 
with priority being given to divisional units.    This would result in combat 
squads remaining understrength until IDS qualified replacements were received 
In the oomnand.    The Boplacement Section of USAHV AC was inforoed: 

(a) That Units have been attached separately to the combat 
divisions and In most cases have been further detached down as far as separate 
section level and utilized as direct support elements for all types of ground 
combat missions. 

(b) lhat the lossrof .'V aidgjo •• crewman seriously impairs the 
performance of the crew served weapon. 

(a) lhat since AW crewman (IDS 13P) replacements were not 
available in the command, and probably would not be available in the near future 
personnel of related IDS'a could be effectively utillzedi eg, HE armor crewman 
and 13A Pleld Artillery Crewmen. 

I1 I 
(d) Subsequently, replacements for unprogrammed losses have ' 

been reolelved on a timely basis and under the direction of the Battalion S-3, • 
reoelvodi replacement training for a specific vacancy prior to departing for ( 
unit ofiasslgnnent. ,        t 

(5) Rest and Bsouperatlon R?ogram x 

> .' 
Tba following out of country R & R trips wore taken by raembere 

of this organization. 

1 CONF/OFNTIAL 
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:OMrlDENriAL 
SDBJBCTi Operational Eoport - lessons Learned« 

Quarterljr for Period JSnaing 51 January 196? 
27 Ibbmaiy 1967 

Location 
Bangkok 
Hong Kong 
Tekyo 
Taipei 
Penang 
'Hawaii 
/ TOTAL 

Nov 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Dec 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Jan 
2 

3 
4 
2 
3 
0 
14 

to HUT., 

/ 

period oft 

Thle headquarters B&R program operates within the allocations given 

(6) Morale! 

The morale of the organization is high» 

(7) Awards and Decorations 

The following awards and decorations were presented during the 

Bronze Star Medal 0 
Purple Heart 12 
Mr Medal 0 
Army Commendation Medal 0 
Good Conduct Medal 0 

(0) Discipline« Law and Orders 

The following judicial and non-judicial actions 'vofe conducted 
during this reporting period 1 

Article 15 30 
Summary Court-Mattlal 0 
Special Court-Jfertlal 0 
General Court-Jfertlal 0 

(9) Safetyi    The battalion sustained four vehicle accidents during       ; 
tills period.    The first accident occured on 20 December 1966 at 0900 hours in     ] 
Ho Nai pillage, Blen Hoa province, Highway 11,   A Vietnamese riding a bicycle     • 
made an improper turn and failed to yield right of way, thereby colliding with  ': 
a aj- toii truck driven by an Individual from this unit.    Ihveotlgation revealed   J 
Vietnameise was at fault.    No damage sustained by 2^- ton truck.    The second accl—' 
dent occsured on 2 January 1967 at 0805 hours at coordinates YT 140118,   An M-42 ,' 
waai in öonvoy when the vehicle left the road and overturned in a deep ditch,       ! 
Tho assistant platoon leader and driver managed to eaoo&pb through the commander's 
and driver's hatch.   Pour crew members trapped in turret of vehicle wore killed.' 
The M-4a burned and was a complete loss.    The third accident occured on 4 Januarjr 
1967 at 0900 at intersection of highway 15 and entrance to 185th Tech 3upp]y 
Compound, Long Blnh,   A Vietnamese riding a motor bike ran into the right side   : 
of 2$ ton truck as the truck was making a right hand turn.    Investigation reveled 
the Vietnamese was at fault.    The 2^- ton truck did not sustain any damage. 
The foucrth accident occurred on 4 January 1967 at Cu Chi,   An M42 side swiped 
tho rear? of a Vietnamese Anqy 5/4 ton truck that was parked on tho side of a road 
causing the 3/4 ton truck to go forward and strike a Vietnamese child. 

men CONFIDENTIAL   3 
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SDBJBCTi   Operational Report - Lessons Leamedi 2? February 1967 
Quarter^ for Bariod Ending 31 January 1967 

The M-42 sustained no damago,   A driver safety program is in existence within 
the Battalion and tho provisions have been roeohasized with particular attention 
to driving conditions in EVN. 

(10) Civil Affairst    The Medical Civio Action Progran (MEDGAP) was 
initiated by this headquarters in December 1966,   The progran consists of weekly 
visits to Hianh Hoa by medicsally qualified personnel to provide necessary modical 
care to Vietnamese civilians.    Since this program was initiated a total of 800 
patients have been treatod. 

c.(c)    Oporotion/lntGlligonce 

Cly' . / Missions 

'.  The firing elements of tho battalion were used extensiveüy in 
a ground support role during the reporting period. No air defense niPsion has 
been stated. Missions covered a wide varity,<fron porimeter ocourfW-to »•«n'.iVJ-?.- 

cavalry operations. !ö5 squads were airlifted, helicopter lifted and placed on 
river rafts. The M42, weighing 25 tonS| is road bound except on very firm terrain. 
Tho M55» mounted on a 2^- ton truck, is almost completely road bound. Off loaded, 
the M55 has beem moved by helicopter Al±lift thereby increasing its flexahllty. 
AW units have been employed in offensive operations in tho following missiona» 

(a) Reconnaissance by fire. 

((b) Preparatory and covering fires. 

(c) Blocking force. 

(d) Flank security. 

(•*) Mobile reserve. 

(f) Search and Destroy in an assigned T&OR (When attached to 
Armored Cavalry«) 

missionst 

niBBiaaat 

Jo/ units have been employed in defensive operation in tho following 

(a) Prinaiy perimeter security forces. 

(c) MDbile reaction/reserve forces. 

AW units have been employed in support opomtlnnn in tho follrwinü 

(a) Convoy escort and security. 

(b) Road clearing operations. 
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SUBJSCTt    Operational Report - Lessons Learned: 
Quarterly for Period Ending 31 January 1967 

(2)  ;'",      Operations/intelligence IVmctlons 

The operations and intelligence activities of the "battalion 
have not paralleled the activities that the battalion was trained for.    Training 
emphasized an lir defense nission with the battalion playing an active part in 
the planning and execution of such a mission.    To the contraiy, In RVN all firing 
batteries have been attached to other coranands and are imnediately responsive to 
the supported unit.    The battalion operations and intelligence function is one 
of coordination between major supported coranando, tidrl^lj-i^ mjor supported commands, 
and keeping the commander informed of the current tactical situation as it per- 
tains to elements of the battalion and of any problems that exist that would 
affect the battalion elements capability to satisfactorily perform their mission. 

(3/  •-/    Liaison Reouirepents 

The battalion TO&E providcö on^ liaieor... officer.    This is not 
considered adequate for a unit that currently har; elerrnts attached to two div- 
isions with plans for three.    This cruatos a roquireno.r'  fox- a niniium of two and 
ft naxiraum of four personnel involved in li?.is:'or. typo activitiea.    This battalion 
has provided each supported unit a LFC  to act-as an Air Tofonse Artillery Autc^- 
matic Weapons Staff Officer and Adtisor.    Eo relievos the battery comrander cl 
rauch of the staff burden and administration that exists with tho supported connand 
while at the same time providing a valuable? comnuni cat ions link botwon batteries 
and the parent battalion»    In one case the LNO is the Bn Asst S-J and in the 
other it is the MG Battery Commander.    When tho third LNO is required,  the TO&B 
LNO will fill the Job.    Tho battalion S-3 effects any required liaison with higher 
headquarters. 

I 

(4) ' Training 

Upon arrival in country and prior to becoming operational the 
battalion conducted veefreshor training in the ground support role for all elooants 
of tho battalion and Initial training inweapona that have beon nado available 
in RVN but wore not available during the training oyolo, i.e. Olaynore nines, M79 
gronado launcher, etc.   To date the roplaoemonts received by the battalion have 
not been exposed to the 1M2 or the training required for the sucoossfulair 
defense ongngement or ground support mission.   Replacements have been common 
specialist or basic artillery (13A) MDS's as opposed to the trained AW Crewnan 
(13P)«   The battalion has provided somo training prior to sending tho replacements 
to their batteries.    This training has been directed toward providing the repla/v»- 
oent sufficient knowledge    so as'  to allow him to contribute toward the squads 
ability to successfully accomplish its mission.   A tmlning program is boing pro- 
pared to acconmodato the Large number of officers and men that will arrive as 
replacements when the battalion rotation starts in aeptoober.    Section II, Kirt 
2 contains rocomondations for future training. 
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SUBJECTi    Oparational Report - Lessons Learnedj 
Quarterly for Period Ending 31 January 1967 

d. (U)    I&intenanco 

(l) 1>IQ to the critloal lack of a backup naintenancG capability 
( DS and GS) both in parts and knowledge, the battalion maintenance section has 
played an important role in the maintenance support of the dotachod batteries» 
Battalion contact teams have boon formed to provide M~42 maintenance support to 
the battery field location when naintenance services are required beyond their 
capabilities.    Helicopters have been used to deliver parts and maintenance per- 
sonnel to tho field where maintenance was performed on the spot, thero-by assur- 
ing minimun down time»    The centralized naintenance scheme was adopted as parts 
are not available at this tine to provide four separate ASL's to separate-DS units, 
A central :.zed parts, control was required and will continue to be required as long 
as the shortage exists.    The ]yi-42 naintenance talent and experience in the III 
CTZ is presently within the maintenance section of the battalion and to divide 
this experience and resouxces would probably result in substandard naintenance 
and oxcessive equipnent down time. > 

(2) This battalion has sustained three M42 combat losses thru 
mine damage.   As of the date of preparation, no date has been forecast of when 
replmcenent tracks will be recieved.    In the interim, throe of tho battalions 
four float tracks have been Issued. 

(?) Tho chart shown as figure 1 is a conparcative aatanjuy of mining 
indioGhts and major parts usage within the franowork of employment concepts« 
Tvo batteries were used as «janeuyBr.*olemehtö..»i1h- the armor cavalry. %rin£- the 
sane period the other two battarles were used as fire support under the control 
of division artillery. 

Mines       Bigines       Traasnissions   FiftQ Iteivoo .> Road-Wheels 
Armor Cavalry 3 5 4 2 16 
Mission 

Tire Support 
Mission." 11 0 0 10 

(Figure l) 

Section II, Bart 1 - Observation/Lessons Learned 

(ü) M-55 Helicopter Lift (ü) 

Item»  (*0    Iblfunction of the M-55 during and after "h«»lir,Qpter lift. 

Discuasion» (Ü)    In several instances malfunction of tho M-55 has been exporienood 
as a result of helicopter lift.   During the lift sequence the li'ftlM sling has 
become tangled axound one of the barrels of the cal 50 rnchine gun and as the 
mount is lifted tho barrel sustains the weight of the mount causing damge to 
the gun and the mount elevation mechanism» Further;, on occasion it has been 
necessary after arrival in the landing zone to field strip and ".lean the cal 50 
machine ffun before firing.    This is caused by ezceasivo sand and debris forced 
Into the tarral and receiver group by the Chinook rotor wash. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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SUBJECT:    Operational Report ~ Lessons Learned» 
Quarterly for Period Ending 31 Januar;/ 1967« 

Observation!  (U)    To prevent futuro drmge and mlfimctions to the ae.l 50 mahlno 
gun and M-55 mount during helicopter lift, tho cnl 50 gun barrels will be ronoved 
and the receiver ß'roup will be covered with a suitable mtorial such as burlap 
or plastic when prepared for helicopter lift.    Barrels will be carried as internal 
loads, 

(Tj) fttvberiel rhortcopini'ya (U) 

Item;  (ü)    Certain material shortcomings have cone to light during the period 
covered. 

JiscussioTn (U)   Dviring tho initial operations supported   w   the battalion certain 
oateriel shortoonings cane to light while in ground support roles,    Ihese problen* 
are peculiar to ground support niseions and bad not been experienced while under- 
going training. 

a. M-/t2
;s are being utilized as tanks.    In going throt^hvi::.  -..a 

and jungle during Clearing operations, damage to the vehicles sup^ension system. 
and hull has been eustained.    Increased wear on the transnissioj: . ^s been öX- 
porlencecl from tho extended driving in low range while en jungle clearing, and 
search and duatroy type operations.    Although these problems are also apparent 
in banks to a lessor extent, the criticality of parts for M-42 makes tho damage 
caused more acute for tho battalion. 

h, Tho M-60 machine gun on the H-42 is in a location which, 
when fired, interfered with the azimuth gun pointer and right cannoneer.   He- 
locating it to the rear nay correct the problem.    This headquarters is studying 
the problem and possible solutions, 

c. Several azimuth indicators have been damaged by arununitlor. 
clips being ejected by the automatic loader.   This unit is fabricating an ßziü.fch 
Indicator cover which will provide protection and still allow its use. 

d. The primary material shortcoming with the M-I55 is nobility 
»nd the lack of a firing capability to the front when mounted on the 2^ ton truck. 
^Bila unit has mounted M-60 machine guns iranedintely to tho rear of the cab with 
the capability of firing over tho oab to conpenaate for this Bhortcon'.n; 
Mobility Is disouesod In Section II. 

Obaervatlppi   JDleraonts of tho battalion can accomplish their assigned missions 
however the points above shoiild be considered during the planning and execution 
of operations envolvlng M-42,s and M-55,St 

(ü) Automatic Weapons Baploynent Tochnicues in RVN (u) 

Itont (IT)    During the initial operations emplcyment techniques have been developed 
that differ from those experienced during training. 



CONiFlfENTjAL /ö 

PÜBJIC'.*?!    Ororatf.onal Report - Lonsons Learnedi 
(Quarterly for Poriod Ending 31 January 1967» 

Dirw-sslons (TJ)    Tho ttainin.1-; prograo of tha battalion was weighted toward ■■m 
air defense nissinn.    Ground support training was conducted but not to tho oxtuirb 
cf operatioui] onplcyrocit oxporionced to date in BVN.   As a result of tho nv 
oxporioncjs iu If.'N, xaew toclmliues hivo boon doveloped and practiced. 

a« Tho ^CiTT'i is not an area natuntion weapon.    It is a point 
target direct firo weapon that can be used in a saturation or indirect fire mission 
only when an aroa target c.lgtn ox whon mask anrl fields of firo are such to  illow 
Its usQ.   Ammunition expended on uuch nlsslcns will gono'-ally roault in a waste, 
Tlie H-42 with its inhoront iii^rh rate of fire and inmodiatc rospenno to tho support- 
ed unit gives axcollonl. rvsults in direct firo support.   When coupled with a nifht 
target acquisition dovico tho rosponsivenoss nnd effectivoness is enhancod» 

b« Ringe cards are a must at each firing positiorf;, pr.imry ^nd 
altorn:it.j,  occuplod or not.    In addition to the normal inforiaatton .urri.'1 Jr/il üH" 
a rnnQo cerdf the nininura quadrant to cloar mask should also be notud..     V/.'iunv.h 
limits should be oarked with ground stakes or chalk narks on the ar.inuth ring for 
the M-55 and by grease pencil marks on the azimuth indicator of tho II--;2. 

C. When devoloptn^ fields of fire for tho M-42, conuJderation 
must be given to tho fuzing ayscon of the projectile.    With the quick pol.'-t con1-, ^ot 
fiiae, the jungle pencttration capability is vory United.    Hie tr^oor bum out 
pr».(cltidOB naxlnun effectiveness for targets at rang-os bpryond 5500 netorj. 

d. Firing tables are necessary for both K-42,s and M-^'s-.    It 
is highly desirabl® to extract tho ground support or surface firing portion of the 
tabular firing tables and convert them from yards to tho metric syntom.. 

Cbnoivationt  (ü)   A general lack of familiarity with the M-42 and M-55 exists 
vrhcro elements have boon initially attached.    This cry also apply to roplacenünts 
that are assigned to tho battalion»   New techniques and tactical considerations 
should reci^ve tho widest possible dissonination to concerned personnel to insure 
rr.xinum effective employment of the weapon systons. 

— Section II Ifert 2 - Hecommendations 

A (C)    Limitations of the M-42 Twin  IGmn 

The terrain in the III CTZ and the techniques of maneuver employed 
in Yxetnaia oroates a .üniqütj limiting environment for the utilization of the M-42. 
Bocause of the heavy jungle conopy and undergrowth in oaiy parts of the III CTZ, 
not only the movement but the firing capability of the M-42 is seriously impaired. 
Since the ammunition used is point detonating, it cannot be fired through foliage 
close to the gun without extreme crow safety hazard, and cannot have substantial 
effect on any target screened by foliage     When clear fields of fire are available, 
supported tactical commanders are sometimes reluctant to allow the M-42 to firo 
because the convergent schemes of maneuver habitually practiced in Vietnam.    This 
when coupled with the flat-,trajectory and long range of the M-42, will often plao? 
friendly troops in the field of fire. 

8 
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RBCCMMCHPHTICN; 

Tlitvt a 40nu ro\mä be developed for the M-42 which is capable of penetrating 
dense foliage and whose lethality is spent after a range of 750 to 1000 meters. 
X  oannister or flooliete type munition would suffice. In the absence of developnent 
of such a roundi serious conaideration must be given to the afore mentioned 
Ijnitations o-C th 1.-42 during enploynent of the weapon in Vietnam. 

P (u) (;'.i,sol:'.nc Operated Chain Saws 

Eloncnts of tho battalion have frequently taken up defensive positions 
on tlio cC.ip of \or  in the middle of rubber plantations or other areas of dense 
vogatation and i'olx^go. Fields of fire must litterally be ejiopped.but or bulldozed 
out in these areas, M-42's have been used to push dem small trees and vogatfi-tion» 
ho'.vevor this technique has caused unnecessary danr.^e to +ihe surpenaion system, rank 
hull, and fenders» When chain sav;3 are available, fields of fire r^-.y be cut with 
out damage to the M-42- and the weapon can continue its fire support mission without 
interruption. 

It&COMKMDATICaTt 

That gasoline operated chain saws be included in battery TO&B or MTO & E. 

G (U) Training 

During the basic unit and advanced unit training cycle of this battalion 
the training proßram was weighted toward an air defense mission.   This was due to 
the lack of   guidahefö-' as to future missions and the fact that the ATT was weighted 
toward an air defense mission.    Individual training prior to activation had also 
been weighted toward air defanse.    The following areas of instruction should be 
considered when training for deplpymenta to RVN. 

a. Automatic Weapons Training Prograas for NGO's and lower grade EM 
being held at service school or training centers, in addition to the material 
currently presented should include t 

(1) M-42 intercom characteristics and communication techniques. 

(2) Air and helicopter lift techniques for lt-55. 

(5) llight firing and surface firing techniques to include firing on 
the move and reconnaissance by fire. 

(4) Vehicle recovery techniques. 

(5) Claymorp mine characteristics and installation techniques. 

(6) Use of trip flare and their proper installation. 

(7) Map reading using the 1 »25,000 JICTO map. 
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b. In addition to the above officer career courses at the U.S. Amy Air 
Dofense School should include coobined anas training which illustrates the Auto- 
matic Weapons Battalion the varity of roles ncntioned in Section I and under control 
of units of the' artillery, armor, and infantry. 

B^CC^MMH/LTION: 

Tint prior to unit training, deploying unita be given guidr.nco on.vhich to 
devolope their training program and that individual replacencnts for ^''r SP battalions 
be trained in the light of current enploynent concepts and techniques provalont 
in ItVN. 

L (j) Target Acquisition 

Blonents of this battalion are habitually given extensive night per- 
imeter security nissions.   At present, the target acquisition capability does not 
parallel the range capability of either the M-42 or the M-55.    The addition of a 
starlight scope for each M-42 and a starlight scope and set of binoculars for each 
M-55 would oake the M-42 and the M-55 a fornidablo night porineter security weapons. 

EECOMMEMDATIONi 

That an improved target acquisition capability be made a part of the TO&E 
or MTO&E. 

E (U) Miintonanco 

There is an over decreasing quantity of spare parts.    Without proper 
and tincly naintonanco, the spare parts problem will become even more acute. 
Sufficient standdown and oalntendnce tias must bo allotted between and during oper- 
ations to insure combat readiness and preclude an unnecessary expenditure of parts 
thru breakdowns that could have been avoided by preventive maintenance.    Typio^1 

of the problems encountered aret 

(1) Road wheels must have oil changed more often than indicated in the 
appropiate manual.    Laterito works its way into the seals causing more than normal 
wear if not changed weekly. 

(2) Track pads have shown excessive wear.   While this is an area that 
cannot be precluded by preventive maintenance, it is a point for consideration. 
When elements with worn pads return to an area where asphalt roads exists, time 
will have to be allotted to replace the pads or the roads will suffer the damage 
caused by the metal cleats* 

HECOMMBSPATIONt 

That maintonanoe oporattema be carefully ^onsidored and planned along with 
tactical operations. 
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?  (U) Co:4.-a -a .'.d Control 

Und-'j:1.' i'v. n. .ja^nt T04E all ccn;lmand and control vehicles in the firing 
^ai ='ries ■...^.3 v'i-.'ilc-'1 Vih:  'i ,■■ •    ü^p&J'.'^noe through-put the report intj period has 
r.ho;::* tliat thyjo v :-,  LDü ■ chi.^1 v. "an r.ot '.z^.i} up ^.ll;!) traok vehicles.    In Jaany 
aronü whori;   tno b: rtalion '."ar: '■-'ic;:r.,tod it l.i imnoysib'c tc move by vhoelod vciiiclo. 
""■.'■''x'^ct;1^ ra'',o;'nj.nn^:vy,   :-.     :■-"',   .j u ccrtv/ol r.'Oqu:".;':.   the uno of a niobilo tracked 
/■hielt.«    rlaiocn  Loai^r.   t:.r. ' h:tt:T: rozr--: l-—, 'nv; o^caeicnall;,'- used K-z^'s 
ra comrr.r.d vohiclar.    ".'"'-:.  ,  I; ".I- :".■  nc+  r'.J:Jr:f.',..;to,r'" for rccviuidissanoe bc/cauno 

..••? :'.ts \,'ii5.;-;u-i; a;l'   la v:  ':£ :■? .; Love  crorn  'jonnzr-j nohillVj ,     The J»-^ is equipped 
with tiici m/x.:.Z 46 i'"'l.i<: vh.i.,;'   iu a.; : adL-p.uvtü lor coiurair and control» 

liEflaiMimyX&T; 

That each battery horidnaarteru, and each A'/ platoon hoadquartors bo authori'/rod 
a light-tracked personnel  oan-icr with an M/TRC 12 radio for tactical reconnaüj- 
sanco and novoment. 

G (ü) Logistics! 

Current practices exorcised during POM created logistical problonc upon 
arrival in country.    The current procedures are bised upon the premise thd R3D 
TXT. crjuipment is irmodiatcly available to troops when they arrive.    Such is not the 
ca^Cc    Due to crowded port conditions RED TAT is not available for as many as 
five or ton days after the unit has arrived in country.    This means that those 
items zoquirod for troop living i.e. mess equipment, water containers, tentagc, 
cct-j. etc., raust be obtained from already short loca.1 resources.    Power generating 
equip'iont within the TO&E is adequate for TO&E equipment but inadequate to power 
the electrical requirement imposed when establishing a semi-permanent base camp. 
Adorpavo power generating equipment is required prior to arrival of main body 
troop elements to insure that refrigeration and lights are available. 

Bf;C0':g;iMTI(M8 

-hat communications between deploying unit and host unit bo established a 
airimum of 90 days prior to departure from CONUS in order to provide guidance on 
which supply personnel can base POM procedures. Essential troop living requiro- 
ments should be shipped YELLOW TAT in order to provide advanced party porsonnol 
time and resources to establish temporaiy base for rar-in body troops. Adequate 
power goneratinj equipment should be included, 

h. (U) M-55 Mobility: 

The Jt.55 mounted on the 2J- ton truck lias excel]cm; road nobility but 
is extremely limited in cross-country uovoment,    For nnnvuy security mi .aions the 
truck mounted M-55 is adequate.   For supi^ort of offensive operations better mobility 
Is roquired,'   Helicopter lifting the dismounted M-55 enables the weapon to tvwoh 
all areas of operations, but once on the ground it ifc ossjntiajJjr .ImnuMI»-*« 
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RECQIlMENMTIOKt 

That an M-55 te nounted on a full trackod vehicle of the M-113 class and tested 
in coLmtry to evnluaAe the significance of the resulting increase in nobility, 

/ 

DISTRIBUTION: v        ) JOHN D. LES/IS 
Special V,—/ LTC, Artilleiy 
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AVPB-PAC (8 Mar 67) 1st Ind 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Quarterly for Period 

Ending 31 January 1967 (RC3-CSK)n-65)    (u) 

DA, HQ, II FF0RCI3V Art.y, APO   %2%      2 8 MAR Ö67 

TO: Assistant Clilef of Staff for Force Development, Department of 
the Array, Washington, D. C.    20^10 

1. (u) The quarterly report submitted ty the 5th Battalion (Auto- 
matic Ueapons) (Self Propelled), 2d Artillery (Reinforced) is oaHsidered 
adequaie. 

2. (C)   Reference Section II, Part II: 

a. Paragraph Aj concur.    This headquartera Included a gimilar 
recommendation in Its last Operational Report.   The full potential of the 
ri-42 employed in ground support will not he realized until a suitable 40mra 
round is developed. 

b. Paragraphs B, D and P; concur.   Battalion IITüi' is now in 
preparation and will inoor^orute requests for this equipment. 

0. Paragraph C; ooncur. Any air defense automatic weapons but- 
tftlion employed in a counterinsurgency enviroruaent can expect to encounter 
ground support missions.    Training programs mut;t bo developed accordingly. 

d. Paragraph 3} concur. 

e. Paragraph Gj concur.    This headquarters habitually establishes 
conmunlcatlon with in-coming II 3TCRC37 Arty units well in advance of their 
departure from COITJS and provides information relative to POM procedures. 
The 5/2d Arty was diverted to II FTCRCJT/ by C0KÖSKAC7 aftnr its departure 
from C0NÜS.    Conmunioetlon could not be established until its advance party 
arrived In RV1T. 

f« Paragraph H; concur. It la understood that a study is being 
conducted by ÜSAR7 to doterwlne W.e feasibility of euch a test. 

•,;. D.  ORrrTlIfPJJRCSE Jr. 
Brigadier Gnieral, USA 
Command ing 
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