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SECTION 1: Significant Organization or Unit Activities,

e el

o 1, (U) This report covers the period 1 October 1965 through 31 Dec~
ember 1965 and is submitted in compliance with AR 525-24 dated 29 October 1959.
: Activities of subordinate units are included in this report,

< 2, (C) Type and number of aircraft authorized:

1 October 1965 ~ 15 November 1365

L~ B a, UH1B 32
8 4
2o L% b, UHIB(Armed) 1
5,98 O ?
% 825 o UMD 32
Pl g 0 a
e B2 8 d. OLF 53
ol g o o
25283
S8onl e. U6A 2
] 0 < o
ol T T 4
WS« A 15 November 1965 - 31 December 1965 ~
8 a8 . n - ﬁ
O - -
$E08 e ums 32 D N
. d 2 [ ‘N
2 b, UH1B(Armed 22 r ‘
Sitid e R 30 982
@ kg9 o, UHLD 16 R
Lt 2} L3 e
__wg::ug d, OLF 48 U‘J“'J-/‘// o
-EERY: B JELT
4 < :5 £ = 3 (- U6A l
~Fead8
‘g S5 a é. (C) a. Number of aircraft hours flown during preceding quarter:
5 ey
[ 2] g ° 19’830
o : ) g
: a g Ly b, Number of sorties flown during preceding quarter: 34,538
ER ad i (1) Tactical and logistical sorties in support of Republic of
* el

-~
Armed Forces (RVNAF) and US Forces: 33,239
(2) Training and maintenance sorties: 1,299

4e (U) Number of days engaged in operations and training during pre-
ceding quarter:s 92

5 (U) Training Subjects Stressed:
a, Aviator Training
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er escort and suppressi&) fire tactics and
techniquw D ’l‘m

(2) Aviator atanda.rdization training,
(3) Effects of weather and density altitude on flight conditions,
(4) Aircraft performance characteristics,
(5) Airmobile owerations training.

(6) Visual reconnaissanc:,
9 [ it

(7) Aerial observer training.
(8) Flight safety training,
b, Ground Training,

(1) Crew served and individual weapons training,
(2) Helicopter door gunner training,
(3) Status of Forces Agreciicnt,
(4) Code of Conduct,
(5) Medical Training,
(6) Evasion and Escape Training,
(7) CBR Training.
(8) Defense Plans and Alerts,

6. (C) Brief summary of Major Tactical Operations:

a, 20 October 1965: Detachment C-2, US Special Forces, requested
assistance for the out post camp at Plei Me which was under attack: Two (2)
UH1B(A) and one (1) UH1B flare ship were dispatched, and provided illumin-
ation and air cover until the arrival ol USAF flare and fightor aircraft.
Two (2) UM1B(A) from the 119th Aviation Company were committed to provide
Med Evac escort from Plei Me, The aircraft received intensive automatic
weapons ground fire from all quadrants, One (1) UH1B(A) was shot down, and
there were no survivors, -

b, 21 October 1965: 155th Aviation Company was committed to 1ift
240 Airborne Rangers (ARVN), to reinforce the Plei Me camp. The 155th, using
twelve (12) UHID and five (5) UH1B(A), made three (3) lifts into a LZ four
(4) dlomoters North of the camp at coordinates ZA 185116, USAF provided an
adequate prestrike for the assault., In the coordination and planning meeting
orior to the assault, initial intentions werc to place the troops by hel=-
icopter on the airstrip adjacent to the camp, The intent was to conduct the
operation much the same as was done at Duc Co during a similiar situation on
3 August 1965. Due to the possibility of an ambush at the Plei Me airstrip,
the 155th commander requested another LZ be utilized, An 1LZ was selected
North of Plei Mc and the opcration was conducted without incident, It was
revealed later from POW sources, that the VC had expected a relief force to be
airlanded on the airstrip, and wcre deployed to deliver destructive fires
on the aircraft,
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O 24 October 1965: An air landed ass
of the Plei Ms operation, An Armored Task Force was enroute overland to the
Plei Me camp and the airmobile operation was made to counter likely VC ambush
sites along the task force route, The 54 Battalion, using twenty=two (22)
troop carriers and eight (8) armed helicopters 1ifted the 22d Ranger Battalion
$ARVN) in three (3) lifts into an LZ at coordinates ZA 150155, Four hundred
LO00) troops were lifted, USAF provided an adequate prestrike,

de 25 October 1965s Elements of the 155th and 119th Aviation
Companies, utilizing twenty (20) troop carrier and six (6) armed helicopters,
extracted the 42d Airborne Ranger Company (4LRVN) from an 12, coordinates ZA
146064, 4q the New Ple Airfield, Two (2) 1lifts worc made lifting 280
troops, Upon qompletiqn of this operation thc activities around Plei Me had
greatly gyubsided. The lst Alr Cav Div elecments were leading into the Ia Drang
valley oporation as they pyrsued the VC in their withdrawl from Plei Me.

YD Ly 2 No 19653 'The 52d Aviation Battalion supported operation
Quyst ks ™72 XarN) , “W¥agid from Tuy Hoa, 524 oloments consisted of the
155¢th Aw‘ddti:&ﬁ‘coﬁiﬁarf&’“ﬁiﬁﬂ; (9) UHLD and four UH1B(A), 119th Aviation
Company with ten (10) !Jl_{l&ag? four (4) UHLB(A) helicopters, HMM 363, Marine
CH=3, Squadfion with eightden (18) CH«3Ls was attached to the 52d Battalion
fog, the ‘operation, 'Bdginning at 020745 November, the battalion made six (6)
Lifts in a two (2) phase ,opg';atjr'ox‘u,' ‘placing 920 troops into an 1Z at coord-
inates-CQ 042330 and 720 troops into an 1Z, at coordinates CQ 025372, Six (6)
1ifts wore made with a total lift of 1640 troops. One (1) UHLB(A) received
a .hit through a m4in rotor blade from ground fire, There wore no casualtics,
USAF provided an 'acl’équgt_e prestriké on both 1Z's,

© " "'ge 7 November 1965¢ ‘The 52d Aviation Battalion supported the 22d
Infantry Division (ARVN) 4n dn air landed assault staged from Tuy Hoa, The
523 olemonts consisted of the 155th Aviation Company with eight (8) UHLD and
three (3) UH1B(A) and the 119%th Aviation Company with thirteen (13) UH1B and
five (5) URZB(L) "heIleoptérs., ' HMM 363, Marine CH-34 Squadron, was attached to
the battalion for the operation, HMI 363 consisted of sixteen (16) CH=34s and
four (4) UHIB(A) from the 197th Aviation Company, The operation involved air

landing two (2) battalions of the 47th Inf Regt and two (2) battalion of the Air=

borne Task Force, A total of 960 troops werc lifted in four (4) lifts from Tuy
Hoa into an LZ, at coordinates BQ 905580, Tho USAF provided an adequato pro-
strike of the LZ, Upon complotion of the operation, HMM 363 was released and the
52d Battalion elements proceeded to Duc My to participate in a combined arms
demonstration,

he 9 - 12 Novembor 1965: The 52d Aviaticn Battalion supported the
LRVN artillery school in & combinéd arms demonstration at the Duc My training
center, The 52d Aviation Battalion consisted of the 155th Aviation Company
with thirtebn.(13) UHID.and 8ix (6) UH1B(A) and the 119th Aviation Company with
thirteon (13) UH1B and’ six.(6)<UHAB(/.) helicopters, The 498th Medical Company
(Air Ambulance) attached two (2) UH1D!s to the battalion for the operation,
A1l air movement, airforcd and artillery fires were preplanncd and coordinated
by the 'Dic My training, center.  On 9 and 10 November live fire practice assaults,
with troops, wore. flown, - Ori 12 November tho demonstration was conducted lifting
546 troops in. three (3) lifts, landing was made into two (2) separate lZ's
after oxtensive preparation by artillery and air strikes, Prior to the demon-
stration, approximrtely 200 VIP's and spectators were lifted from tho Duec My
airstrip to the observation point. by the 155th Aviation Company.
1 i, 18 November 1965t .The 52d Aviation Battalion staged the II Corps
{/RVN) oporhtion, Than'Phong 7, from the Due Co airstrip, This operation was
in conjunetion with the-1lst. /iir Cav Div, Ian Drang valley operation, which
had begun following the Plei Me attack in the latter part of October (see
para ?.w hry e, aboyae),. The.52d7elements consisted of the 155th and 119th
Aviation Companies utilizing twenty-two (22) troop carriers and eleven (11)
armod heliéopters, 'The battalion was reinforced by the 229th .wn Bn, 1lst
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dir Cav Div 60w1th twent(fcomjg mEleMMd helicopters, A

total of 1500 troops (ARVN) were lifted in five (5) lifts from Duc Co airstrip
to an 1Z at coordinates YA 841092, Two (2) UH1D from the 155th sustained light
damge from ground fire, There were no casualtices, The USAF provided an ade-
quate prestrike of the 1Z.. A significant improvement during this operation

over previous ones was the simultancous refueling of twelve (12) helicopters
utidizing prepositioned fuel pods, The A/C were not shut down for refucling,
and the entire refueling operation (refueling 60 A/C) was accomplished in approx-
imately 45 minutes,

Je 30 December 1965: Elements of the 155th and 119th Aviation
Companies utilizing twenty-one (21) troop carriers and twelve (12) armed hel-
icopters, were in support of the 23d Inf Div (ARVN), A total of 465 troops were
lifted in three (3) lifts from a staging arca at Buon E, Yang USSF Camp, BQ
010010 to an 1Z at coordinates BQ 280045, The USAF provided an adequate pre~
strike of the 1Z. Ground firc was received on the departure end of the 1Z,
There were no hits or casualties,

7. (C) Dotailed description of especially significant operations or
events:

a, Reception of the 161st /viation Company (AML) and detachments,

(1) The advance party for the 161st Aviation Company arrived at

Camp Holloway on 10 December 1965, On 12 December 1965, thc advance party was
augmented with additional battalion personncl and moved to the new site at
coordinates BR 947265, approximately fourteen (14) kilometers West of Qui Nhon,
Adequat.: mess facilities and personncl were provided from the battalion on a
TDY basis for the purpose of feeding thc advance party and setting up camp to
receive the unit, The TDY personnel and equipment stayed with the unit until
they were able to provide for their own needs, A security platoon was perman-—
ently deployed to the site at the same time to provide security and preparc
defensive perimeter positions. The sccurity platoon also provided necessary
detail personnel to errect tentage, build latrines, and other preparations for
the main body. The main body arrived in port at Qui Nhon on 18 December 1965,
but was not off loaded until 21 December duec to bad weather and high seas,
22 Deccmbor was fixed as D Day after all personnel had been off-loaded, The
company!s sixteen (16) UH1D and ninc (9) UH1B(A) helicopters were flown off
the carrier during the same period. The 79th TC Co. (Aircraft Maintenance)
stationed at Qui Nhon performed an acceptance and safety of flight inspection
on all aircraft, On D#l, a battalion personnel tcam moved to the 161st loc—~
ation, and processed all personnel and finance records for the unit., The
battalion had published an OPLAN which included a training program to have the
161st in an operational readiness status by D+30, This training is still in
process at this writing. A _gaJor problem area in bringing the unit to an
operational readiness status is the shortage of TO&E equipment. Inclosur~ # 5
lists the major items of equipment amm

b, 170th Aviation Company., The 170th Aviation Company (AML) and
Detachments was formed as a packet in CONUS at the same time as the 161st
Lviation Company., The two units departed CONUS together and moved by sur-
face transportation on the same vessels, The 170th was originally assigned
to the 10th Aviation Battalion, headquartered at Dong Ba Thin. The advance
party arrived at 12th Aviation Group on 10 Docember 1965, and moved to the 10th
Bottalion Headquarters the following day, On 12 December 1965, the advance
party proceceded to Qui Nhon to be near their permanent site, co-located with
the 16lst at coordinates BR 947265, On 21 Decomber, information was rcceived
from the 12th Aviation Group that the 170th was to be roassigned from the
10th Aviation Battalion to the 52d Aviation Battalion effective 19 December 1965,
On 22 Deccmber, the C.0., 52d Battalion met with the 12th group commander at
the 170th location to discuss the change and implications involved. The
battalion persornel section processed personnel and finance records, and
oricntation classes werc given to both units, By 31 December 1965, indications
were that the 170th would be moved to Camp Holloway, Pleiku, Vietnam. In-
closure # 6 lists the shortage of major items for the 170th Avn Co,
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de 17 Nov - 27 Nov 19653 Operation Thang Phong 7 (ARVN), detailed
in Inclosure # 2, :

sure # 1,

SECTION II: COMMANDERS RECOMMENDATIONS
1, (U) Personnel and Morale Activities:

a, Personnel Shortages. At ti.e end of the second quarter FY 66
this battalion@%{ﬁ{immmm‘ Officer shortages
were further accentuated by the necessity of maintaining officers and warrant

officers in full time non-TOE spaces required to augment the staff and to
perform necessary liaison with II Corps tactical units, Enlisted strength
remained at approximately 85% authorized strcength due largely to the two

ncw units being attached (161st & 170th Avn Co's). Critical shortages exist in
ccrtain MOS's (See Inclosure # 3). The critical personnel situation has for
some time, caused a scvere drain on the energies of the remaining personnel.
The 117th Avn Co and attached supporting units departed the control of this
battalion on 20 November 1965,

b. Recreation Facilities. A new facility was constructed to
house thc Holloway Libray, which will becomec a branch of the HSAS library
system, It will contain a refercnce book section and a taping facility in
addition to the lending library for usc by all personnecl assigned to Camp
Holloway. Two USO shows were prescnted., The Martha Raye Show and the Roy
Acuff Grand Ole Opry Show both drew large crowds, A Vietnamese cntertaimment
group which is part of the ARVN Psy waor Battalion appeared and a five pilecce
combo from the 1lst Cavalry Division played at the Holloway Enlisted Men's
Club on two occassions, The scating capacity of the theater was enlarged
by the purchase and installation of thirty four benches, In addition, the
showing of the movie twice nightly was initiated to accomodatc the increase
in troop strength; the attendance now averages 600 persons per might.

A ping pong table was placed in the EM Club and a now bunper—stylo pool
table in the officers club, A full size pool table has been ordered as well
as other recrcational equipment, A swimming pool was received in November
but due to an acute water shortage, it has not yet been constructed., Ais
soon as the water problem has been corrected, work will begin to assemblo
the pool and build the necessary auxiliary equipment,

ce Mail. Mail delivery continues to bc unsatisfactory. Mail is
frequently delayed 3 to 5 days in delivery to this installation from Saigon,
Ten days from date of postmark to date of delivery of air mail is not uncommon.
A new APO was constructed and opecned at Camp Hollowsy during December 1965,
This has facilitated in thc purchase of money orders and sending packages,
but has in no way alleviated the slow =rrival of mail,

d. Post Exchange. As of the 26th o1 wecember 1965, the Army
and Air Force Exchange Service asswicd control of PX facilities from the
Novy. The basic problem of too few and too small shipments of basic nccoss-
itics rcmains as the greatest problem, Rationing of most items received
continucs in effcct, Small inexpensive gifts, such as watches, electronic
cquipment and Japancse cameras, which are high demand items, continue in short

supply.

e, Chaplain, During this quartcr the Battalion Chaplain was
responsible for all religious activities in the battalion. The Battalion
Chaplain provided Protestant Religious coverage and a U,S, Air Force Catholic
Chaplain, provided Catholic coverage, The 52d Aviation Battalion chaplain also
provided area Protestant coverage to the lst Cav Div and the 23d and 24th
Adv Teams of MACV. During this quarter, 66 religious services were conducted
with a total attendance of 2249, With the continued increase in the number of
American troops in this arec an increase in the nunber of chaplains in this
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.-a‘rea. becomes mcreasingSy‘lg;’eNmEJaQ.E mr!:elédz‘r!" L:gatholic Chaplain

is apparent and must be given serious consideration within the next quarters.

fo Civic Action. The Battalion was represented on both the II
Corps Community Relations Council and the Pleiku Vietnamese-Ameriocan Friend-
ship Council by two officers of the battalion, Three major civic action pro-
Jects for the quarter were:

(1) The ground breaking and start of construction of the
Pleiku Orphanage, This project is being financed by the 52d Aviation Battalion
and is due for completion in March 1966, Cost of construction is 550,000
piastres,

(2) The 155th Aviation Company at Ban Me Thuot is rehabilitating
the Catholic orphanage there, This project includes elcctrical wiring, repair
of water facilities and kitchen and construction of & classroon. It is 25%
conplete,

(3) All units of the battalion sponsored Christmas parties:

(a) The 219th Awn Co had a party on 24 Doc 65 for 107
needy children ages 7, 8 and 9 years old-

(b) The 119th Avn Co had a party on 24 Dec 65 for 120
needy children ages 10, 1l and 12 years old,

(c) HHD, 524 .vn Bn had a party 24 Dec 65 for 58
dependent children of our CIDG Company.

(d) The 155th Avn Co had a party 25 Dec 65 for 65 orphaus
from their orphanage in Ban Me Thuot,

(e) A1l units at Camp Holloway joined with all .merican
units in the Pleiku area to put on the Provincial Party 25 Dec 65 for 370
ncedy children,

g Awards and Decorations. During the second quarter of FY 1966 the
following awards were presented to members of the 52d Aviation Battalion:

Silver Stars 1
DFC 2
Soldiers Medal [
Bronze Star 2
ACM nym 7
ACM 15
idr Medal "yv 7
Air Medal 49
Purple Heart 4
Certificate of Achievement 5
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2, (c). telli %ii/ce and Securit CONFQDENT I.AL

a8, Intelligence.

%,
(1) General,

Intelligence activities during this quarter were almost
entirely confined to operations in conjunction with the 1lst Cavalry Division
(Airmobile), During these operations, :‘%ich began at Plei Me and continued
through the battle in the Ia Drang Valley, constant liaison was established
with the DTOC of the lst Air Cav Div. Both the quantity and quality of intell=
igence developed by the 1lst Cavalry was truly impressive and was a valuable
factor in planning 52d Aviation Battalion missions,

(2) Project "Phot o',

A project was initiated to recon, photograph and catalog
cvery helipad and landing strip in the operational area of the 52d Aviation
Battalion., The end product will be a notcbook of 8"x10" photos of landing
areas, along with a complete resume on the approach paths, obstacles, etec,

A copy of this notebook will be supplicd to ecach unit within the battalion
and also to the major staff sections, It is anticipated that it will provide
both a comprchensive guide for pilots nnd also a basis for laying out staging
arcas,

(3) Photo Laboratory.

An in-house photographic capability is considered highly
desirable by this command, .n old Special Services lab presently exists at
Carip Holloway, but its equipment nceds roplenishing and comeras noed to be
purchased, /i request for these necessary items has been forwarded to CO, 12th
aviation Group, ATTN: S-2, In the meantine, the lab is being cleancd,
repainted and a lab technician has been hired,

(4) IR Reconnaissance of lLanding Zones, Bascd on observations
imde during recent operations in the Ia Drang Valley, it appears that an IR
reconnaissance of a landing zone made the night before an assault would yield
significant intelligence, With the prcsent location of ASTA units, reaction
time is too slow to consider this tactic, but considering further operations
in the Plciku - Kontum area, it would be entirely feasible to locate such a
unit or part of one here at Camp Holloway on a temporary basis,

(5) OIF Visual Reconnaissance Program,

It has been noticed that very few of the sightings made
by pilots of the 219th .viation Company werc appearing in tho II Corps daily
ISUM, Invostigation showed that the pilots were indced reporting intelligence
to sector advisor, but that the information was stopping there,

S ——

be Security,
(1) Communications Sccurity,

Here as well as all over the country, communications sccruity
has been a problem in the 52d Lviation Battalion., In all cases, howcver, theo
difficultics can be traced %o the lack of an official SOI which is recognized
by both ground and air component alike., SOI's have in fact oxisted, but among
the five different types circulating in the II Corps arca, not one hns been
officially designated, To corrcct the problem, coordination has been establish-
ed betweeon the 52d Aviation Battalion Signnl Officer and the Signal Officer at
II Corps Ha, One SOI has been sclected and it is expected that the Scnior
Advisor will direct its usc by all /merican units,
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(2) Soar%\ging of fomale RW Nationals,

In the past, cortain of the Vietnamose secretaries were
deaigmted to soarch all femnle employees . Camp Holloway, This system was
ineffective as these secrotaries were exta xoly prone to pressure from their
neighbors in Pleiku, Attempts wero mnde t socure tho services of two ARWN
WAC!s to perform the tar' “ut to no avail; /in altornate solution is now
being tried in the way .- - two ARVN officert's wives to do the searching,
So far there has been aoticeu..c improvoment,

(3) A " Security Prccautions Taken During VC Holiday
Poriods 18 thru 26 cemba.

‘ne this perird the following measures were taken to
provent Camp Holloway . * personnel from becoming victims of a VC torror
istic or sabatoge attacks

(a) The perimeter guard was doubled,
(b) Pleiku City was declared Off Limits during this period,
(¢) Two practice alerts wore conducted,

(d) All units were Lriefed as to the significance of this
holiday period and the need for exercising caution,

¢e Reception of New Units,

(1) In Docember, the 52d Aviation Battalion gained the 161st
Aviation Compeny and was also informed that most probably the 170th would
become part of the 52d, The Battalion S=2 coordinnted with the Intelligence
Officer of the sponsoring unit, tho 119th .viation Company, to provide the
incoming units with the followings

(a) Maps

(b) Security Forms required by USARV Reg 380-5,

(¢c) An up to datc OB mp of II Corps,

(d) Channels for receiving daily an M fire reports,

(e) A security bricfing to include special considerction
of Vietnamese Nationals, . S

(2) On 24 December an intolligence briefiftg-was given to both
of the new companies by the Battalion S~2, It included all aspects of terrain,
weather and the enemy situation, '

3. (C) Qperations,
8, Taetioal iir Mobility Concepts,

The concepts of conducting airmobile operations in the battalion
have necessarily becn a subject of constant revicw, The incrcased capability
of the Viet' Cong to mass more offective anti-aircraft woapdhs, and their*
incroasing effectiveness, has prompted tho battalion to oxplore now idoas
and techniques, The companies in the battalion werce encouraged to experiment
with, and develop now ideas to present at a tactical symposium, This was
conducted in Docember,” Company commandors had been given an agenda for
consideration prior to the symposiunm and the following are tho : ‘jects dis-
cussed, and the highlights brought out in cach subject.

J
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begin with the liaison o of stationed at the Corps Tactical Operation

Conter (CTOC) or the Division Tactical Operation Center (DFOC)e The liai-
son officer acts as tho Battalion Commandert!s representive in advising

sup od units on tactical employment of aviation, In the initial stages
the linison officer should monitor the feasability of aviation support for
the ground tactical plan, and make recommendations before plans are fin-
alized, Although a ground visual reconnaissance is not nnde at this timo,

a thorough map recomnaissance is mede, sclecting potential areas for Li's
that will support the ground tactical plan, Following this, a warning

order should be passed on to the battalion, and if at DTOC lovel, a requost
forwarded to II Corps CTOC, whore aviation prioritios and conmitnents are
dotgrmined, When the final decision his been made for the planned opor-
ation to procced, & visual reconnaissance party is assembled, This party
shoul!  consist of the Aviation Commnnder, Opcrations Officer, Armed Platoon
Leader, Forward Air Controller, Ground Cormcndsr and Advisor, If it is to
be a battalion size, multi company operation, the recommaissance party should-
consist of the Aviation Battalion Commander, S-3, S-2, load Compeny Commander,
FAC, Ground Cormander arid Advisor, Gonerally the visual rcconnaissance con=
sists of a high and low fly over of thc selccted area, with additional low
passes in cdjoining aroas for decoptive purposes, being carcful to allot the
same attention and time to the decoy areas. These may later prove to be
alternate landing zones, After the visual roconnaissance is completed, the
final details are worked out, and the mission is accomplished, The main
point brought out in the discussion on mission planning is the need for
UAVIATION" to get ¢nvolved in planning at the beginning of an operation and
at the lowest lovel,

(2) Company Ievel Escort Techniques. The normal prococure for
armed helicopter escort is to employ threce (3) armed helicopters on cach side
of the formation, These aircraft being positioned to begin suppressive fires
as the troop carriers aporoach the LZ, while unloading and during departurae,
Normally each armed helicopter would moke a minirmm of onc pattern in theo
daisy chain, before accompanying the troop carriers on their departure, Due
to numerous company size operations during the month of December, thc companies
in the battalion had oportunity to cxperiment with new techniques which led to
nunorous questions and discussion, The units rccognized a nced to compress:
the troop carricr formation in depth from front to rear as mmch as possible,
this being desirable to enable the armed escort to provide better coverage due
to the decrease in the time length of the troop carrier colum, A type for-
mtion is illustratecd in figure one, By compressing the overall length of tho
formntion, and placing the armed escort in the illustrated positions, it is no
longer necessary for all armed aircraft to fly the normel daisy chain pattern.
The following technique was developed:

(a) Escort aircraft, numbers 1 and 4 providc suppressive
fires on the flanks of the formation during approach and landing, Fires bogin-
ning, (firing rockets in pcirs) 1500 to 1800 motcrs out on the approcch path,
continuing in approximate 5 sccond intervals until landing of the troop carr-
iers is completed, At this time 1 and 4 exccute a break, flying o daisy chain
pattern and ~ssume trail position on cach side,

(b) Wwhen 1 and 4 exccute their brenk, numbers 2 and 5 are in
cffcctive range, approximately 1500 meters to the flank and rear of the LZ,
Nurbers 2 and 5 immediately begin firing machine guns and rockets (spacing
rockets in pairs 5 scconds apart) to cover the troop carriers as thuy complete
unloading and make their departure. By the time the troop carrier helicopters
are on their climb out, nuuwbers 2 and 5§ have closed to within 500 to 800 meters
ond are able to continue supprossive firo ~long the flanks of thu doprrture

route,
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, (6) Escort aircraft nuwoers 3 and 6 w{ll be in position
to cover 2 and 5 as they providc suppressive fires, cescorting the troop carr-
iers out of the LZ and on the departure route, Nuubers 3 and 6 will also be
in position to covor numbors 1 and 4 as they oxecute thoir break and return to
the trail position, The desired procedurc hore is to not expond the anmun-
ition from numbers 3 and 6, but to hold their ordancnce for the 2d lift,
However if o target devolops they would fire as nccessary., Utilizing these
procedures, only the lead escort aircraft (numbers 1 and 4) on oither side
have flown a daisy chain type pottorn. The following escort aircraft have
:Il‘lown straight through covering the fl-nks on both sides of the troop carr-
crs,

(d) It is most desirable that the M-5 system, carrying 150
rounds 40mm, plus 24 2,75 rockets be employed as the lead armed escort on both
flanks, The M-=5 has sufficient ordanance to provide effective suppressive fires
on the initial and subsequent lift, The M-6 system consisting of four (4) 7.62
flex mounted machine guns and 14 2,75 rockets is normally employed as the second
and third aircraft on each flank, The firing run made by numbers 2 and 5 will
require them to expend 70% of 7.62 ordnance and ten rockets, This expenditure
requires numbers 2 and 5 to assume the trail position for the second lift,

After the troop carriers have climbed to a safe altitude it is necessary for the
armed escort to reorganize for the second 1lift., During the reorganization,
numbers 1 and 4 will move back to the lead position and numbers 3 and 6 will
assume the second position, This reorgonization will allow essentially the same
technique of employment and fire power for the second lift into the LZ provided
friendly troop disposition allows and enemy reaction requires helicopter supp-
ressive fires,

(3) Command and Control at Company lovel

The company commander of an airmobile company in the assault
is faced with dual functions that arc at times in conflict, It is generally
accepted that his place is in the lead troop carrier, Here he exercises his
true leadership role, At the same timec he must command and control his company,
It is doubtful that the lead troop carricer is the position from which this best
can be done, He cannot visually monitor the actions of his ‘flight, cffect coord=
ination of artillery and USAF prestrikc of the LZ, or observe hostile fire or
mechanical trouble in the flight bchind him, He is in a poor position to mako
an cstimate of the situation and must dcpend primarily on radio reports, His
mancuverability is limited since he is ticd to that formation., To fill the
"Icadership" role he has sacrificed flexibility and with it some degrec of con=-
trol, So it would scem that at times it may be dosirable to divcrce the C.0.
and the formation; to permit him to break away from the flight at any time
without disrupting the formation,

This dcmands a formation that will promote platoon integrity,
facilitatc the assmption of overall control at any time by either platoon
commandor ond permit the splitting of the company by platoons on order. The
formation should be adaptable to thc sizc and shape of any LZ and of minimum
time length to docrcase oxposure time in the LZ and permit botter suppressive
fire cover, Discussion brought forth thc following concepts and ideas:

One answer to thcsce considorations after oxporimenting
with several formetions, was to placc platoons abreast in staggered trail,
company V in trail, heavy left/right., (Sce figure 1) In effcct this roduces
the time lcngth, and 1Z exposurc time by compressing the flight from front
to rcar, Floxibility of control and action is facilitated, and platoon into-
grity is maintained, whorein cach platoon is placed in a staggored trail for-
mation with platoons abreast to form the company, This ability to split down
the middle and maintain a control element with each platoon offors othor
advantages, The two platoons may usc different approach routes converging at a
predesignnted point prior to reaching tho 12, Tho formation is ideal for troop
loading from cach side of tho stago ficld similtafnoously, In the vicinity of
the 1Z this formation permits maxamum use of door gunners.
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& troop carrier UHLB was fitted with half an M-3 system 24 rockets)., In

this rocket equipped C&C ship the company commander may depart ahead of the
company formation, now led by a platoon commander, and arrive at the stage-
field to insurc that troops are properly formed for louding, - He will make
final coordination with the ground tactical commander, ond ‘depending on the
landing plan, may or may not, lord the command party or other troops in his
ship, Again leaving the stageficld carly he may precedo the troop carriers

to the 1Z area, chock enroute weathor and rrnke initial contact and final coordi-
pation . with the FAC or FO controlling tho prestrike, He positively idontifies
the IZ and, checking surface wind, mnkes the final determination on the approach
path to landing. 'This donu, he doubles back to vector the company now enroute
with armed escort, Turning inbound along the approach route he permits the
flight to close on him, He has again assumed the leadership role in tho
traditional scnse, and is now in position to perform other functions, The pro-
blenm of finding the LZ has boen removed from the troop carricr flight leader,
At maxirmm rocket range the C&C ship marks the LZ with one pair of white phos-
vhorous rockets, The pilots of escort and troop carrier aircraft idontify the
LZ. During approach, suppressive firec is initiated by the C&C ship on the
approach path iimediately in front of the troop carricrs, joined by the escort
ships providing flanking fire, Conserving ordnance the C&C ship entors the '
LZ, providing fire power, if necessary, to the immedi~te front of the formation,
Upon departure it directs suppressive fire along the tcke off path, With the
troop carriers safe at altitude the company commander again enjoys frcedom of
mancuver while the troop carricers return for subsequent 1lift,

The armed C&C ship provides an exccllent vehicle for a landing
zone roeconnaissance cither alone or accompanied by one armed UH1B, without
endangoring security, The additional suppressive fire provided by this ship is
felt to be invaluable, The vulnerable area immcdiately in front of a troop
carrior formation on approach and departurc is now covered by fire,

(4) Lz Identificationémrld.gg.
1LZ identification/merking can be effectively accomplished in

onc of the following ways.

(a) Refcrence paragraph ¢, (1) the unit commandor con carry
onc pair of whitc phosphorus rockets to be used for LZ marking, Ho can also
overfly the 1Z and drop smoke gernados, or lead the formation in and land with
the troop carricrs,

(b) In most cases the prestrike precoeding the ALA will
adequately mark the LZ arca, Additional pinpoint marking can be obtained by
coordination with the FAC, and as the troop carricrs approach the LZ he can
mark it with rockets,

(¢) 1In a large operation where the battalion takes command
and control of all aviation support, an Army OlF could provide vector assistance
and marking of the 1Z (i,e. 215th Aviation Company),

(5) L2 Prestrikes, The prescnt battalion concept of utilizing
close air support 3s relatively now and still in the cducational phase of
attaining understanding and close coordination with USAF and the 52d Aviation
Battalion, Soveral succcssful runs have been mde in recent oporations, and
it was agroed that thc concept will work and is tactically sound, Battalion
and compony operations officers can use tho following as a general guidec when
planning tho prestrike for an AlA:

(a) It is imperative that the FAC accompany the roconnais-
ganco .. party in 1Z selection, In doing this the avintion commander and the
FAC can determine through visual reconnaissance exactly which areas in and
around the LZ to prestrikse They can also at this time como to an exnct
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‘agreement as to the r g’the troop carricrs will appr the arae, whare

they will make their turn to final approach and proceced into the LZ. To
derive the utmost benefit from the close air support, there should be no
doubt with either party as to exactly what each intends to do,

(b) It is desirable that an optimum of six USAF sorties be
available to provide a 15 to 45 minute prest:ike » making the bomb runs in
and around the 1Z and on prominent terrain features; (Sece figurc 2) As the
troop carriors approach the operational area the strike aircrarit should pos-
ition themselves so they can immediately proccde the troop carriers on their
final approach, When the troop carriers start their let down, the strike
aircraft overtakes the column and expends 20mm cannon on the approach path,
sides of the 1LZ, and the departure path., With idcal timing, the escort
arned helicopters will be within effective range so they can immediately
pickup fircs as the final strike aircraft finishes its firing run., From
this point the armed helicopters will follow through using the techniques
described in paragraph b,

(6) Formations and Altitues,

(r) For some time, it has been accepted that flying at or
above 1500 feet terrain clearance is a relatively safe altitude, 1500 feet
is still a good altitude to avoid small arms fire, but with thc recent VC
employment of .50 caliber type woapons and 37/57mm AA weapons, 1500 fecet is no
longer nccessarily a safe altitude, The nced for current and accurate intell-
igence is of paramount importance. It was gunerally agrced that there will be
nore "tree top" flying to avoid the heavicr caliber weapons.,

(b) Secveral types of formations have becen used and found
accepteble to the Vietnam typc missions, liost frequently used arc #V'Is of
thrce in trail, "V"!s of five in trail, staggered trail and "V"!s heavy left or
right, To determine the best type formation, consideration must be given to
the tactical situation, size, oricentation, and shape of LZ, number of troops
required on the ground intially and typc of terrain to be flown over,

(7) yommnications.

(a) Alr to air capability is satisfactory in most operations,
There 18 a need for a more dependable and reliable VHF radio,

(b) Adir to ground FM is generally satisfactory, especially
with the comming of the new series radios, The PRC 25 is proving to be dopendable
and a relatively trouble free source of communications,

(8) Battalion Operations. Multi-company operations at battalion

level involve essentially the same planning sequence as at the company, A
battalion oporetion is often staged away from a home base and roquires pre-
stocking of POL, ammunition and rations, Also a stage field party is requi-
red for command and control, administration and logistical assistance. The
battalion S=4 and the Headquarters Cormandant coordinate the logistics and

the stage fiocld party, providing necessary personnel and equipment and the
movement to the stage field.

b, Stagefield Sclection and Support.

Many of the battalion size operations are conducted away from
the facilities at unit home stations, General procedure is to set up a stage
field on an airfield that will accomodate USAF C-123 and Army CV-2 type air-
craft, The (=123 and CV=2 aircraft ~re used to fly in logistical requirements
to support an operation,. (POL, ammunition, rations), Duc to the restrictions,
of hoving to stage from a fixed airfield, the battalion often can not support
the ground tactical plan as effcctively as it could from a stage field located
~lnser to the oparational aros. !any times the airfield which is staged from
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are roquired, This not only delays ‘ gone
adds additional logistical *oquiremocﬁ NMNEM wouid be

" for the battalion to have organic CH-47 type assets, or have them available

to tho battalion on a missid jexibility to the solac-
tion of staging arcas, and allow tho battalion to sut up tho stago fiold

4n close proxamity to the operational arca,

he (C) ILogistics:

ae 5S4 Activities

Ths reorganization of USARV into Support Areas under the 1lst Log-
istical Command has greatly affected sunply channels and stockage levels for all
classes of supply, temporarily causing a loss in efficiency for this unit, In
lieu of dealing directly with the lst Log Comd in Saigon, this unit, because of
its geographical deployment, now has lines of communication with the Qui Nhon
Support Area and the Nha Trang Support Area, This reorganization and changing
of supply procedures often has been difficult to keep up with and involves
cxtensive instructions to subordinate units, Due to the inadequate and over—
crowdod communications system in II Corpes, these changes have imposed delays
(and oftem misunderstandings) for subordinate units. Further, during this
build-up poriod, it would appear that this unit has had a low priority in the
processing of requisitions, particularly classes IV, V, and expendables, There
continues to be a lack of construction materials such as cement, wire and sand-
bags, A forward supply area, involving all classes of supply, is being dovel-
oped in tho Ploiku area., With the reorganization of the 1lst Log Cmd, it is
anticipatod that the response time for resupply of this unit will be greatly
improved over previous systems. During the quarter, this unit has becen
relicved by the 1st Log Cmd of responsinility for maintaining four major class
III and V prc-=stock points, It is anticipated that responsibility for eightcen
smaller pre-stock points in the corps area will bc assumed by the 1lst log Cnd
in the necar future,

This unit was taskcd with sponsoring the 16lst Aviation Company
(AIML) which arrived in Qui Nhon in Decembur. Work orders werc submitted for con-
struction of showor, latrine and messing facilitics, Engincer construction has
buen started on ramps, helipads, otc. Requisitions for expendables, Class II
(A), IV, and IV (A) were submittcd to Qui Nhon Support Arca, Coordination for
unloading troops and equipment, interim transportation, water, fucl and other
minor requirements was accomplished prior to this unitts arrival.

During the week of the ~rrival of the 16lst, this unit was notified
that a nowly organized company, the 170th Aviation Company (AML), would be
assigned, All logistical and supply assistance rendered the first company was
repcated for this now company. Both of these now units should bccome strong
enough, logistically, to be combat operational during the first part of the
third quarter, .

Dospitc the shortage of some critical construction matorials,
apprcciable progress was made in continuing construction of buildings and in-
stallations at Camp Holloway, Major works accomplished during this quarter
werc the complotion of 8 permancnt buildings, 10 temporary buildings, 17
persommel bunkers, and 10 concrete helipads, Many other miscellenocus works
were accomplished such as constructing additional sidewarks, the renovation
of roads, the roplacement of tents, and improvements in perimctor barriocrs,

It is anticipated that, duc to materials shortage, less construction work will
be acermplishod furing the next quartcer.

Page 13
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his u.n.l!x the future is the
ARkl X e movement of the forward battel-
ion i headquarters to a staging area in preparation for a multi-company air-
mobile operation, Currently, this unit places its requests to II CTZ for
assistance, Aircraft received have been of the fixed-wing type thus limiting
seleestion of staging are: to ones with improved runways, Transportation for
movement of the battalion CP and equiument back to home base is on a low
priority basis often taking 5 days for completion of movement, Two CH-47 air—
craft would be able to provide continuous clase III (A) and V resupply for four
airmobile companies, In addition, an aircraft maintainence recovery vohicle
would be immediately responsive to emergency needs., Airmobile battalions of the
lst Cav Div employ these type of aircraft in the manner described above, Two
CH~A7 aircraft, if organic to this unit, would meet minimum operational needs,

One 0

|

b, Maintepance.

(1) Mrecraft recovery effort utilizing the CH-47 aircraft, when
available have proved most effective. Aircraft downed and requiring extensive
repairs as a result of hostile fire arc recovered normally in less than one
hour whoreas previous recovery cfforts utilizing the CH=37 took one day as a
minimum time,

Slow recovery time with the CH-37 was the rosult of high density
altitudes in the central highlands which necessitated removal of the ongine,
transmission and tail boom assecmbles beforc the CH-37 could 1ift the aircraft,
This caused additional requirements for combat troops and armed ships to secure
the arca for long periods of time,

(2) A critical sho.tage of some aircraft parts continucs, how-
cver, improved parts movement from the supplicr to user has assisted in main-
taining satisfactory aircraft availability,

(3) Equipment maintenance and supply support for other items of
equipmont such as Enginer, Quartcrmaster and Ordnance has inpproved, but remmins.
as minimum satisfactory. Area support will operate satisfactory, provided a
detachment of sufficient size represcnting the various support activities is
located at or necar major unit areas, This will provide rapid coordination for
higher echelon repairs, requisitioning, and follow up procedures,

(4) A quarterly mintenance inspection program including cquip~
ment and rocords was instituded during tho period, Results of thesc inspections
will form the basis for additional command emphasis for maintaining all equip~
ment in a high state of rocadincss,

Ce Medical

The last quarter of 1965 was the busiest for the medical personnel
at Camp Holloway Dispcnsary,

In October a venorcal disease supression program was introduced in
Pleiku through the cooperation of the Vietnamese National Police, thc US Military
Polico and the managors of the bars downtown., Once a wcek medics from Camp
Holloway and one of the doctors, make rounds of thc bars giving prophylactic
penicillin shots to the girls who were issued official troatment cards, Tho
cstablishmonts visited were the only ones declared on limits for US troops,
During tho quarter, 61 cases of venereal discase were treated, 57 of thesc were
gonorrhoa,  The contacts were made in Bangkok (1), Vung-Tau (2), Saigon (3),
An Khe (1), Nha Trang (2), and the remaining 47 cases in Pleiku, Thero were 4
cases of Chancroid contacted in Pleiku,

In tho middle of November the battalion medical section assisted
the 1st Cav clearing station at Camp Holloway during Ia Drang valley campaign,
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The 52d Ammgnﬁécﬁi?uela&}‘ an effective Malaria

preventive program, No Nalaria cases have been reportced to date,

The year ended with the influx of & large number of Gunners, both
for two newly arrived Airmobile Companies and as replacements for battalion
returnees to the US, These individunls did not have the necessary flight phy-
sicils ‘which should hate been accomplished prior to assignment to Vietnam,

The month of December saw a docline in the numbor of gastro-
intestinal infections, Uppor respiratory tract infections continued to be the
major causc of sick eall visits, which stands at about 675 for the month as
compared with approximately 730 for the month of November and 500 for October,

Reports of Plague in the local population during the middle of
Dccomber resulted in our vaccinating all Victnamese employees here at Camp
Holloway and updating all servicemen in Plague and other shots,

One problem area is thc rosupply of medical supplies, Medical
supply channels moved from Nha Trang Lo the 32d Med Depot at Qui Nhon, This
occurred at the same time as the buildup of US forces at An Kho and medical
supplies have become in short supply. During the last quarter, there was
considerable difficulty in maintaining an adequate level of medical supplies,
It is anticipated that the situation will improve next quarter,

5. (U) Communications:

The rapid expansion of the military installations throughout the
Ropublic of Vietnam during the fourth quarter of FY-65 and the two quartcrs
of FY-66 has caused an urgent nced of cormand emphasis for a study ard
possible revamping of the entire in-country land lines communication system,
The present switching facilities located ot Camp Holloway have for the past
nine months boen extended far beyond their intended capabilities, The eqiip-
ment is literally worn ouk, and third and fourth echelon replacement parts are
presently not available at the supporting signal maintenance repair facility.
Subscriber service has decreased rather than increased during the past quarter,
A comprehensive coverage relating to the in-country telephone systom and other
signal matters is detailed in Inclosure #4 of this document,

6. (U) Aviation Safety:

During the quarter the accidont rate decreased considerably comparcd
to the previous quarter, Four accidents werc recorded, Onc of the four was
cduc to material failure which resultoed in four fatalities., The battalion did
vxpericnce three combat losses during the period, A UHLB was shot down during
the Ploi Me operation rcsulting in four fatalities, An O1F was hit by ground
fire resulting in a crash landing, A UHLD crashed in a landing zone during a
heliborne operation,

Tho Snowball concept of preventing accidents as outlined in last
quarters report is continuing, Evidence of the success of the program is
clearly indicated by the rcduced accident rate during this quarter, and by
the decrcasing monthly accident rate, The reduction in the accident rate is
the result of the battalion!s emphasis on preventative measures, These in-
cludc a thorough daily, pre~flight, and post flight inspoction. In addition,
daily aviator briefings arc used in part to discuss some aspect of accident
prevention, The '"talking it up" approach to prevunting accidents in every
phase of operations and maintenance 1s perhaps the key to the success of the
Snowball concept. The increascd emphasis placed on accident provention by
comnanders at all levels resulted in an accidont free month for November and
only one cccidont in December. As a minimum, the snowball objcctive envision
od an accident froe period from 20 October 1965 through 20 February 1966,
howcver, this objective was marred by onc accident in December, Since a high
percentage of nowly assigned aviators arc rccent graduates of flight school,
cmphesis is being placed on the training and accident prevention education
of thesc aviators,
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Utilizing thesc and other prcvuntive measures Qcorpora.ted in the
Snowbal.‘l. concopt, an enviable rocord of avintion safoty in the 52d Aviation

Y&» Jp.

ROBERT L, GODY -
It Col, Inf

Commanding

+ Battalion is boing achioved,
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AVAW-SC (15 Jan 66) 18t Ind

SUBJECTs Command Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 December 1965
RCS CSGPO-28 (RI)

HEADQUARTERS, 12TH AVIATION GROUP, APO San Francisco 96307

TOs Commanding General, ATTN:t AVC, United States Army Vietnam, APO
US Forces 96307

1. (U) Concur with recommendations of the Commanding Officer 52d
Aviation Battalion.

2. (C) Personnel shortages in critical M0OS's have been placed on
special requisition to USARV. Assignments are made as replacements arrives

3. (U) TO&E equipment for the 161st Airmobile Compeny and 170th
Airmobile Company was off loaded at Qui Nhon 19 - 20 January 1966.

JONES
Colon Arty
C




AVC (15 Jan 66) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Command Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 December 1965,
Report Control Symbol (CSGPO-28 (R1)) (U)

Headquarters, United States Army, Vietnam, APO US Forces 96307 Q2 FEB 1966

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP=-Mi,
APO US Forces 96558

1, (U) Concur with: the 52d Aviation Battalion quarterly command report
and with the lst Indorsenent,

2, (U) This command report offers constructive recommendations in the
personnel, intelligence, operations, logistics, communica%ions, and safety
areas, These recommendations, based on experience factors in Vietnam, are
supplemented by after action reports, in which the recommended techniques
and procedures were used,

3. (U) Reference Section II, paragraph lc: Limited aircraft avail-
ability and increased demands for air tramsportation has placed a heavy
burden on air 1lift capability in Vietnam, Additional Army postal units
programmed for Vietnam in CY 66, will improve the Army's capability to
efficiently process the large quantities of mail currently arriving in
Vigtnam, Delay in mail delivery is currently a subject of official action

with USMACY,

HENRY L. DENNEY
cwn, USA

M Adiutlnl Ger:

FOR THE COMMANDER:

’DA:Q’

: *“This document may be regrodad *UNCLASSIFIED
BUNFI when separated from classitied inclosuze”
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GPOF-MH (15 Jan 66) 3d Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Command Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 December 1965,
Report Control Symbol (CSGPO-28 (R1l)) (U)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, AP0 San Francisco 96558 4 WMAR 1966

170: Deputy Chief of Staff for Military Operations, Department of the Army,
Washington, D.C. 20310

1. (U) Forwarded herewith is the Quarterly Cormand Report of the
52nd Avietion Battalion for the period ending 31 December 1965.

2. (C) The recommendation of the Battalion Commander that CH-47's
be made organic at ba*italion level for logistical support of battalion size
airmobile operations has special merit and should be thoroughly studied
(para ba, p. 1k4).

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

P

e/l

H. 8. KEASIAK
RAJOR, WAO
ACIIEG ASEY AG
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