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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310
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1. Subject report is forwarded as inclosure for review and evaluation
in accordance with paragraph 5b, AR 523-1S5.
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2. Information coﬁtained in this report is provided to insure appro-
priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current
operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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5 .~ CONFIDENTIAL. - -
A e ) a' . .. . .‘ ' B . “‘
 DEPARTMEVY OF THE ARMY R e -
- HEADQUARTERS 18T BRIGAT® - _ S
., 9™ INPARTRY DIVISION S
| APO 8N FRANCISOO 96371 Sl 3
; - | SUMNECT: Combat Operations After Aotitms Beport (WACV/BOS/33/92) . ¢
] THRU s Command Channels
70 Commanding General
: US Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
ATTN: J3 ’
AP0 96243

1. (U) Name of the Operatién: AKRON ¥

. e

2. (W Dates 6f Operation: 110650K Jamary 1968 to 2114008 January 1968.

3. (C) Location: Southeast of Long Thanh Hamlet and Binh Sun rubber plant-
ation east of Hwy 15 and west of Hwy 2 in Long Thanh District of Bien Hoa
Province; south of east-west grid line 92; east of north-south grid line 23;
north of east-west grid line 80; west of noxrth-south grid line 37. Reference: -
Maps, Vietnam, 1:50,000 sheets 6430 III &. IV.

"4+ (C) General: During the period 110650H Jan 1968 to 211400H Jan 68,
Operation AKRON V was conducted by the FIRST BRIGADE, in cloge coordination

and cooperation with the 1st AIF, in southeastern Long Thanh district of .
Bien Hoa P:ovmce to locate and destroy elements of the’ 27444 VC tiain force
regiment. The 2-47th Inf (M), 2-39th Inf, Co A, 4-39th Inf and Troop A, 3~5th -
Cav were maneuver units under the operational control of the 1s{ Brigade.

5. (C) Reporting Officer: L
8. 1st Bde, 9th Ipt Div:  Colenel Harry 0. Williams

" b, Subordinate meneuver and combat support unit commanders:

R RS A L S G o P SUGICT R S S LY

(1) 2-47th Inf (¥): LTC John 3. Tower
(2) 2-39th Infi 11C Harold P. Mueller
1 (3) 1-11th Arty Bn: LIC Donald W. Parmer
6. (C) Task Organizations

2-39th Inf ‘ " 2=47th Inf (¥) (~Co B)

B2~ThTaf (M) . TEAM 3-5th Cay

18t nat, Co &, 15th Engr (ns) © o A/3=5th Cav

| | A/4-39% Tnt (-)

5 ; ) mmm_(m | ‘ vsra;rl;t,»m A, 15th Engr (2S)

‘ fokorep SRR Downgraded ot 8 year Intervals

; eBkooq -  Declassified after 18 years
: . i 0
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AVIE-BAT o 5 Pebruary 1968 f
i

SUBJECT: Combat Operations M‘ter Aotion Rapo;'t (nmm:/.rs/ 2)

7. Supporting Furces: e '7"’.} N
. SEITs T as s ‘ H
a. Artillerys The following Direct Support/General Support Reinforeing.. - vy C e i
units supporved. Erigade Oporations from Fire Support Bases within the . !
5 Brigede TOR. ‘ - s

e , PN S i

(1) 1st Bu, 11¢h drty.
{a) A Btxy, 1-11th Arty (1057).11 Jan 68 - 18 Jan 68, ...
(v) B Btry, 1-11th Arty (1051).
(o) C Btry, 1-11th Arty (107" “9 Jan 68 = 21 Jen 68.
(2) Rounds Exponded.
{a) Observed: :
1’ High Explosive: 5,434.- ,
2 White Fhosphorus: 363.

: 3 Illumina.}:ion: 854.‘
8 . :_4, Prépaganda: 17.v
{b) - Unobserved (H & I's):
© 1 Hign Explosive:  266.
2 White Phosphorus: 18.;

: }_ Ill@nation: 0.

. 4 Propaganda. 9

T

.(c) Unobserved Targets: - . S T

~——

1 High Explosive: 754. ' e
2 White Phosphorus: 130

{d) Unobserved Propaganda: 27.
(3) Artillery ammunition expenditures by type.

(a) High Explosive:r 6456. .

{v) White Phosphorus: :511.

(¢) Illumination: B54.

(d) Proprgapdas 53. : ;

o - (4) Total rounds: expended: -7,874.

be hwmy Aviatiom - . . . B
; (1) Ozganic Aviation: Sorties 439 - - - I : i
; : PAX 461 |
; oo . ‘Hours 103 . -
Oargo 25 Tons L ‘ {

B— ‘—-—n‘ AN N
b CONE Loy IAL SR |
v . \\_/:f
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- CONFIDENTIAL |
Avie-n-2 3 February 1968 4
SUBJEOT: Oombat Operations After Action Report .(HAOV/RCS/U/JZ‘/.

(2) Non-organic Aviation:

(a) There were 4 airmobile daylight assaults utiliziag 132
sorties of UH1D aircraft to transport 790 passengers.

: { (b) There weve 2 airmobile daylight extractions utilizing 73
i norties of UH1D aircraft to transport 438 passengers.

(6) There wes 1 airmobile night insertion utilizing 5 sorties
. of UH1D aircraft to transport 30 passengers.

() There was 1 airmobile night extractién utilizing 5 sorties
of U’H1D sircraft to transport 30 passengers.

e e

' {e) There were 2 daylight airmobile moves utilizing 11 sortius v '
of CH47 aircraft to move 126 passengers and 28 tons of equipment. . E

! (£) Two UHID aircraft were used dsily for Command and Control -
b and xesupply. ;

¢, Close Air Support
(1) Both preplanned and immediate air strikes were employed as follows:

i (a) Preplanned,
; 1 Strikes requested : 45
‘ 2 Strikes approved 3
" 3 Strikes diverted 8
¥ . from 1st Bde
5 4 Strikes diverted 1
. to 13t Bde
5 Total strikes delivered 24
. 6 Type airorvaft used
¥ & P00 50
L F4C 8
P n
1 Ortnance -
a 250 GP Bomd 24
B 500 P Soud 19
4 15 G¥ bomb 59
4 750 ib NapalM »
2 Bookets ey
L. 20mn 4000 1ds

'«  conpENTIAL
N |
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B2 CONFIDENTIAL L3 Remay 1960

SUBJECT: Combat Orrations After Action Report (MACV/ECS/J3/J2)
B Targets Hit

g VC Base Camp 11
b Troop in contact 6
¢ L2 Preparation 1
4 VC Bunker Coﬁplex 1

(v) Immediate
1 Number requested 7

2 Number approved

oN

3 Nurher Diverted to 1
1st Bde

(2) Total number of airstrikes flown 30
and delivered

8. Intelligence:
a. Preoperational Intelligence Information

(1) .Elemepis of the 1st. and 2d Bn of the 274th VC Regt are believed
dispersed in the area of opgratlion; it is possible some elements of the 2d 2Zn
are locsted vic YS1179.  The 3rd Bn 1s unIOCatcd but probadly south of Rt 1.
LRRP on 1 Dec 67 reported an Occuplcd base camp center of mass vic YS292835.
On 8 Dec 67 vic YS308635, LRREP engaged a VC squad dressed in black trousers
and light colored shirts armed with AK-47's. A LRRP engaged an unknown size
VC force vic ¥8297832 on 2 Jan 68. Analysis of svailable intelligence indi-
cate the VC are oprobably connans/platoon locations with center of masses vic
Y5516845; YS285865; YS270895. (This follows the pattern indicated company
locations are separated approximately 150 to 250 meters apart and 2 to 4

kilome* . rs between bettalions end regimental Headquarters. IT FFORCEV
PERINAEP 46).

{2) Strengths and Wbakncsses:

(a) The 274tk Regt is strengthened by its knowli.uge of the
terrain and by its complete control of the hinter land.

(b) The VC are able to disperse their installati ns and
personnel widely because of the dense concenlment offered by d ass forested

areas, yet concentrate rapidly on a well developed trail syste to accomplish
a mission,

{c) However, the VC are vulnerable to massive allied fire
power. Crder of Battle research indicates that the estimate. strenesth of the
st Bn, 274th VG Regt is300. " According to PW's captured by the ETR, the
gtrength of the 1st Bny 274th'ﬁegt is approximately 150. If the regiment |
hag been in the Hat Dich $ince August, malaria’ has probably weakened a high
percentagn of persopnsl. The rigors of jungle *iv1ng arg nat gerievous and
morale is nrobably dOWb making the' enemy - vulneyable’ to an- aggressth PSYOES
?;‘08'3831- ' v '\,'-A"-.;";:

b, Enemy Capabiiities:

R I
. : it

a." -
DR TR

(1) The eneuwy can:

(a Attack friendly forces entering the area wi%h elements of

. 2 batvtalions supported hy the appropriate share of’ Regimental Artillezy and

81/82mn moitarsi e ‘w.‘ax :
- LON‘ lBEN BVEY " ,'.

e e - - e b e M e mame o simees am e e e e s
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVDE-BA-T : - 5 Februaxy 1968
SUBJECT: (Combat Operations After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/J2)

(v) Reinforce within 24 = 36 hours with the D445 En and 3xd
Bno 27415}1 Ragt‘

() Defend critical base areas with available forces.

(@) Avoid contact with friendly units yet remain in the area
of operation.

(e) Attempt to withdraw from the area of operations.
(2) Analysis and Discussion:

(a)  Attack: with forces available is unlikely because the
concentration of force necessary to attack would present e lucrative target
to artillery and airstrikes. An attack is unlikely to occur unless friendly
forces present e target of opportunity in a vulnerable location: ie, an
isolated company/platoon position. The attack would probsbly commence
between 2400H and 0200H as a night assault against a perimeter.

(b) Reinforce: Historically, reinforcement of engaged units
with other VC forces in the area is unlikely and is not practiced.

{¢) Defense: Other than delay or harassment is not likely
because of the vulnerability to massed artillery fires and close eirstrikes.
If trapped or threatened by encirclement the VC will attempt to break out by
night assault between 2400 and 030CH.

(4) Withr'raw: to the east or northeast.

¢. Conclusions: The VC will use harrassing attacks, mines and booby
traps to delay reconnaissance in force operations and aveik significant
contact with US units in the area.

d. Weatler and Terrain: During the operation, weather had no significant
impact on military operations. Terrain hampered friendly movement and made
maneuverability difficult. The trails cleared by the engineers throughout
the area, alleviated the situation considerably, especially for mechanized
and cavalry units.

e. Significant Events

(1) 110850 A/2-47 vic Y5240954, destroyed 1 homcriade mine rigged-for
either command or pressure detonation.

(2) 110905 &4/2-47 vic YS230654, APC detonated 1 pressure type mine,
consisting of 4 x 81mm mortar rounds. Only one round detonated and the re-
maining 3 were desiroyed in place. There were no casualties or demage.

(3) 111100 2-39, moving into FSB NAIL vic YS272806, received 1 round

RPG fire. Fire was retwmned with SA fire. Negative US csasualties, area was
searched without resulis.

(4) 111207 B/2-39, vic YS280837, made contact with estimated 12 VC.
SA and AW was exthanged; VC broke contact at 1213H and withdrew east. Results:
1 US WIA (dust off complete at 1350 hrs). VC losses urknown.

(5) 111230 C/2-47 vic YS 244638, destroyed 3 x 81mm mortar ~rounds,
possibly rigged as bhooby traps. .

(6) 111300 B/2-47 vic YS 297817, destvoyed 5 x 82mn mortar rds rig-
ged as land mi ~s,

(7) 111437 B/2-39 wic YS 27683, destroyed {1 bunker approx 20 days

old and destroyed 1 latr
CONFIDENTIAL
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AVDE-BA-T 5 February 1968
SUBJECT: Combe.t Operations Aficy Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/J2)

(8) 111505 A/2-47 found 3 spider holos cpprox 18" wide and 3%' deep.
Also found 20 meters of tronch. 4ll wore old and caved in. Found vic
Y$2500876.

(9) 111550 B/2-39 vic YS230838, found a well used trail runnirg
east to west. Searched area without rcsultn.

(10) 111605 B/2~39 vic YS287840, received 20 rounds SA fire from
cotimated 5-6 VC. Fire was returned and VC broke contact at 1607H. Results:
2 US WIA (one required dust off; com;lete at 1731K). VC losses unknown.

(11) 112000 C/2-47 vic YS277870, received SA fire from estimated 4
VC. Returned fire and VC broke contact at 2003H, and withdrew south. There
was 1 US WIA (alight) and VC losses unimown.

(12) 122130 B/2~39 vic YS282838, rcceived estimated 40 rounds unknown
caliber mortar fire end ground attack from an unknown number of VC. Artillexy,
LFT, and Spooky supported. Mortars cessed at 2234H and were receiving SA
and ground attack. VC broke contact at 0010H. At 0248H began receiving SA
fire and ground attack from all sides. Artillery and Spocky supported. VC
broke contact at 0610H. Results: 46 US WIA of which 31 required dust off, 2
Scout dogs killed.

(13) 120900 2-39 report B/2-47 vic YS279837, destroyed & bunkers, and
evacuated 500 1lbs of rice.

(14) 120910 2-29 report B/2-47 vic YS299839, found o battalion size
base camp consisting of 55 bunkers with overhead cover. Also found a VC aid
station containing medical supplies, bloody bandages, misc documents, and
1600 1bs of rice, 12 mortaxr rcunds, 12 grenadcs. Documents and rice evacuated
and remainder destroyed.

(15) 121408 A/2~39 vic YS264842, cngaged 3 VC with SA fire, resulting
in 2 VC KIA (BC), 1 AK~47 end 1 M-79 captured amd’ evacuated to 2-39 CP.

(16) 121435 D/3~5 Cov ARP vic Y5291892, engaged 3 VC carrying materials
dressed in black pejamas, resulting in 1 VC KIA (3C).

(47) 121640 C/2-39 vic YS279837, evacuated 300 lbs of rice.

(18) 127036 (DELAYED ENTRY) 1st Bde Avn Section reported OH-23 vie
¥5280835, reccived unknown rounds 54 fire from unknown number of VC. Fire
was not returaned. There were no hits und speed and altitude unknown.

(19) 130755 LNO 1-11th Arty vic YS272873, UH1D received unknown number
of rounds SA from unknown nuwber of VC. Fire was returned; the ship took no
hits, specd and altitude unknown.

(20) 131050 B/2-39 vic YS280837, found and evacuated 2 iK-47's, SN
8407455; SN; 8410205,

(21) 131245 A/2-39 vic Y5299838, found 1 VC KIA (BC); VC was killed
by artillery and was dead approximately 36 hours.

(22) 131255 A/2=39 vic Y5272837, destroyed 1 x 155mm WP dud, and
evacuated 500 rounds AK=-A7 ammo, to 2-3%9 CP.

(23) 131325 S4/2-47 vic YS257863, received & rounds RPG fire from south
of trace and 18 rcunds SA fire from nexth of trace. Fire was returned with
organic weapons. Theve wors nc US casualties or damage; VC losses unkncwn.
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AVE3-B4-T CO NEIDS r”""!‘ _{-LL 3 February 1966
SUBJECT: Combat Operations Aftur Actic: Report (MACV/RCS/J3/J2)

(24) 131335 1st Bie Am Sectic : vic YS265867, while fiying at 60 - 70

knois, at 100 feet, received untnown r.amber rounds SA fire. Airoraft received

) unknown number of hits which broke bi' ble and forced to land and FS/PB HAMMER
and was extracted.

(25) 131330 A/2-39 vic YS284839, cngaged an estimated 1 n VC force
in regimental size base camp. VC wore armed with RPG's and AK- ' VC
broke contact at 1413H. A/2-39 pursued VC and reestebiished co: act at 1429H
with an estimated VC squed. C/2-39 linked u» with A/2-39 and e:gaged unknown
size VC force. VC br e contact at 1500H. ‘‘here were 15 US W1, 2 US KIA,
und 5 VG KI4 (BC). '

(26) 131410 Reson/2-47 vic YS274866 to YS271849 d;stroye~ 1 new bunker
md 1 tunnel (87x6" 56! ) and YS274866, destroyed 10 tunnc s, 15 x 1. man- fox =
holc 18 5 mn* black er famas ﬂ')d 5 ronc}‘m ' R

()7) 191448 Rée on/2 47 vie ¥5205849,° apnr;nended 2.male detainees, .
who wcrc inte:.roga.ted md rel¢ased as inncccnt c:n ians. s

. 98) 141157 B/’J-39 vie YSZS'IB;?, while see ,hing_ bunkexr complex found.
-2 VC bocics, also 3/2-47 in same ares found 11 VC dies, Rosults; 4 VC KIA
K BC o '\
\ . }
* /29) 142140 A/2-79 vic ¥S287837, found bu er-complox consist .ng of 55
bunkers . -and in complex found the following: "4 Ri rcunds; 2 KPG-2 1 3's; 27
Chicea ,*rnnades, ‘4 AK~47 ¢lip~; 28 % Bimm. mortar | sunds; 60. x 60mm 1 >rter
rounds; 60 x 60mm mortar fuzes: 67'x 60min: mortar'ro nds; ‘5, ?PG prope lant:
¢hurge,= 1 US TA'3125 .1 US ‘clay ore;’ 1" x 60mr mortar- fube SN: 73073 2 with
bi-podj, 2000 .Lbs of nqe, 3000 <>u.n<i<~ of s.ssorted small mg enmo’ anc 15 1bs
'og‘--qocm ntge S ,,- S . . g
(3&) 150930 FAC report vig YS;19859, racelved SA fixn. Fire 1ét
retumed, spncd and alt:.tude unknowr, nega.»wc h:.ts. ' ) B

(31/ 1 50935 2- -39 report 3/2—97 v'ic Y$287838 found 5 T bodles lymg
on the ground\ 'l'he*s were no um.t ID o*' WPO:)ODS -on- the bodw . 5 VC X’JA (BC),

; (:2) } 51107 A/2-rz9 vie 3287838 dedtroyed 25 bunke wh.ch appeered
1:0 be 15.‘ ing qua\.ters. 'F}mcaateo 6 x. 81mm morta.r rounds. . : R

‘,~)

e

. ()3) 15113 2-39 repozt B, =47 dcstroye 1 mine whi- . corisisted of 10
lbs THT v:.c YSZS9S4§ . Com B =

(34) 151143 3/2—39 vie Y§: 87856 found 20 bunkers, 1 RPG-RI, and
MMWmm®Mprﬂ'mmunmva&%M&Cﬂ}yﬁmd&onsdrme
and many- 'b'loody trails) Bunker area Had firing tables for mortars and con-
tm.ned & _firing range. ‘}’he bunkers were degtroyed end the remainder evacuested
to 2-73 CP. . 1sd in sarme area i‘cund u documen* which 1dent‘fir-~ the. 1st Co,

1st Bn 274th VC Regt. P ‘

(35) 151217 '¢72-39 ch Y$287838, 3 eceixad unknown ro 1 SA fire and 1
gro.mde from unknown number ®f VC. -Fire was rc urned with ‘or anid weapors -
zad VC broke gontact at 1220 There.was 1.US [TA (slig;ht), € -losges unknonwn.
Captured 700 1bs medical supp es varying" f:om awders to lig :Lds, which were
evacuated: ¥\ T e . o

(36) 151331 2-39 report 3/2-47 vic ‘¥s28 335. found 4 V3 KIA (BC),
there wore no weapons or documern: ts on the bvodie. .

~{37) Reoon/2-47 vic YS27167%, reported .RiD recéived 15 rounda I
fire from 1. ¥C snipexy; Engaged .,nlpgr with .50 qal a.nd mortar . - -, Search 1
area wlthout results.‘ o R S

S Y Ngatha g .o N
A ¢

'.:..:-.,, T A R .

Lo
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AVIR-BA-T CONFIDENTIAL 5 revruery 1968

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Aotion Report (MACV/RCS/J3/J2)

(38) 151605 C/2-39 vic YS287638, found 3 VC graves oontain:lnz 3 VC
killed by sohrapnel. Results: 3 VC KIA (BC).

(39) 151655 2-39 report UH1D vic YS289840, was forced down by VC
eniper fire. There were no US casualties and extent of damage unknowm.

(40) 160906 Recon/2-47 vic ¥5270875, had contact with 7 VC. V¢
broke contact at 1047H and fled northeast. Artillery was fired into the
avea and & sweep conducted which resulted in 2 VC KIA (BC) and 1 RPG charge
coptured. There waere no US casualties.

(41) 161200 A/2-47 vic YS262865, to TS335875, report convoy received
1 RPG round and SA and AW fire from an wnknown number of VC. C/2-47 was
sont to the arca and upon their arrival the VC broke contact and fled. There
was 1 US WI4 {alight); VC losses unknown.

(42) 161200 B/2~39 vic YS305820, guard sighted 1 VC. A patrol was
dispatched and searched area without results. .

(43) 161327 C/2-39 vic YS294839, destroyed 1 bunker and 1 booby
trapped Chicom hand grenade.

(44) 161354 A/2-39 vie ‘[8292839, found 11 bags of rice (1100 1bs),
2 RPG rounds, and misc documents. Rice was in an inaccessible location and
upon contacting G2, the rice was destroyed and remainder evacuated to 2-39 CP.

(45) 170250 Recon/2-47 vic Y5269871, spotted 3 VC approx 45 meters
outside of porimeter. Engaged the VC with a claymore and patrol searched
area without results. : )

(46) 170950 C/2-47 APC vic YS360844, hit 5 x 81mm morter rounds
rigged as pressure detonated land mines. Only 1 round detonated and there

were no US casualties and no demage. The remaining rounds were destroyed in
place.

(47) 171030 A/2-47 vic YS332644, found 12 o0ld bunkers with old and
caved in overhead cover. Bunkers were estimated 1 year 0ld not recently used.

(48) 171130 4/2-39 vic YS313838, destroyed 1 bunker (4'x6'x4') with
2' overhead cover. Bunker was still being worked on.

(49) 171304 Af2-47 vic YS328837, found a VC base camp consisting of
10 bunkers (10'x7'), which appeared to be sleeping quarters and protection
from artillery; the con. was used within the past week. In one bunker, found
several 50 cal rounds wiuviout the powder, numerous "C' Ration cans, 3 anti-
personnel mines, 500* wire, 1 Chicom claymore, and 100 rounds M-16 ammo. A4ll1
were destroyed. At coordinates Y5325834, found 49 bunkers of which 2 were
{25'x15'x15'), 4 kitchens with assorted pots and pans, and 11 expended AK-47
rounds. All were destroyed.

(50) 171530 Recor/2-47 vic YS268862, found a bunker complex consist=
irg of 30 bunkers (10'x|0'x6 ) with 2' overhead cover. Also reported sniper
fire from uninown number of VC. Fire was returned with organic weepons end
an airstrike was placed on the base camp with-the following results: 10
bunkers destroyed, 12 bunkers damoged, and 100 nmecters of trench d estroyed.
There 4 US WIA, 1 U3 KI4, and 1 WIA required dust off which was ooumplete at
1710H.

(51) 172143 2-47 LP vic Y5340870, cbserved 7 tv 40 VC -arrying what
appeared to be a RR. LP engaged two VO with orgonic weaspons. /The VC did mot

-~ petvxn fire. LP withdrew and patrol searched arec at daylight without results.

- " CONFIDENTIAL
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AVDE-BA~T CONFIDENTlAL 5 Fabruary 1968

SUBJECT: Combat Operations iftcr Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/J2)

(52) 181200 C/2-47 vic YS305877, received 5 = G rounds of somi-iW
fire. Recconned aves with 81mm mortur {ire and searched area without results.

(53) 181825 C/2-47 vie 15275985, observed 1 VC moving west. IEngaged
VC with M-79 fire with unknown resuits.

(54) 190912 A/2~-47 vic YS263872, found a possible LP position, used

" within the past 24 hours. Also found 8 gun positions (2'x3') without over-

head cover. Search of the area revelaed a well used trail with 2 unidentified
markinge, one on a tree end the other along the trail.

(55) 191104 C/2~39 vic YS5247903, found a well used trail large
enough for ox caris, also found fish trap in the arca. Element reconned
the area by fire with unknown results.

(56) 191227 A/2-39 vic YS260904, received unknown number of SA fire
fron unknown number of VC. Tire was returned with SA fire and LFT and
artillery supported. VC broke contact at 125CH. Results: 1 US KIA, 1 US
WIA, MEDAVAC complete at 1629H. VC losses unkrown.

(57) 191340 Recon/2=39 vic YS248902, exhumed 5 graves without results.
(58) 191402 C/2-47 vic 15282894, destroyed 5 bunkers (7'x7'x5').
(59) 191424 A/2-39 vic YS2609C4, destroyed 5 old bunkers, (4'x8'x5').

(60) 191912 C/2-47 vic YS286895, received 2 - 3 rounds SA fire from
unknown number of VC. Fire was returned and searched area without results.

(61) 200855 C/2-39 vic YS$262892, made contact with unknown number of
VC. VC broke contact immedistely. Resulds: 3 US Wla; all dusted off. Dust
cff complete at 1002H. VC losses unknown.

(62) 201356 A/2-39 vic YS264887, made contact with 4 - 7 VC. VC
araed with AK=-47's and Carvbines. Centact broke immediately. Searched area
end destroyed 1 hut. There were no US casualties; VC losses unknown.

f. Conclusions: Pre-intelligence rerorts were substantiated by various
contacts with the enemy. The two base camps uncovered ctitested to the fact
that the area was used by the VC as an importent fecal point for their activ-
ity. Most probably the area is a coordinating point for logistical operations
and troop movements to other arcas (RSSZ and Pimoc Tuy Province). This is
verified by the construction of the bunkeis. The bunkers generally had no
firing ports and were very well protected against artillery oxr airstrikes.

The VC also 4id not engzge superior Allied Forces but rather dispersec
throughout the area and escaped. The attack on 5/2-39 on 12 Jan 68 was
probahly a rear action to cover the withdrawal of the VC units to the west

and north, and then north to the northern part of Long Thanh District, across
Bwy 1 and into the Cong Thanh District. The sction disrupted the VC operstions
in the area, and especially their abilif; to launch offensive operations in
that area. The VC need space and time to effectively operate. To interfer
with either one is to sevepely limit their activity. The VC will probably
return to this areas but periodic Allicd Offensive efforts will keep them

off balance.

9. Mission: The 1st Bde, in close coordination and cooperation with 1st

ATF, attacks at 111200H Jan 68 to locate and destroy clements of the 274th VC
Main Force Regiment opexating in the eastern portion of AQ AKRON.
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Lotion Report (MACV/RCS/J3/J2)

" 10, Comept‘of Operation:

{a) Duking the peried 11-21 Jan 68, the 1st Brigade conducts
Operation AKRON V in four phases.

(v) Maneuver:

(1) Phase I - TF 2-39 and TF 2-4T (M) movo by air and notor -

. march during the morxnirg of 11 January 68 to assembly areas vic LD in

central A0 AKRON. TF 2-47 (M) establishes a soreening/blocking position
along Engincer trail with team >-5 Cav in eastern A0 AKRON on Enginesr trail

. NLT 111200 January 68,

{2) Phese II - At 111200H, TF's 2-47 (M) and 2-39 conduct
reconnaigsance in force to the east through the morning of 13 January 1568
to locate and destroy elements of the 274th VC Main Force Regiment and other
unidentified VC/NVA elements, o sweep objectives to the east in zone and to
drive fleeing VO/NVA elements against blocking positions established by 1st
ATF and team 3-5 Cav.

(3) Phase III - During the morning of 18 January, the 2-39 Inf
is AML extracted and reinserted at Binh Son Airstrip. The Bn conducts
reconnaissance in force through the morning of 21 Jar to the southeast to
locate and destroy unidentified VG/NVA elements, working toward a blocking
position established along the Engr Trail by TF 2-47 Inf (M).

(4) Phase IV = TF 2-47 (M) moves by motor march to A0 FINGERS
(northeast coxner of A0 DENVER) for further reconnaissance in force oper—
ations. TIF 2-39 is iML extracted from Engr Trail and reinserted in 40
FINGERS for further reconnaissance in force operations.
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations iafter iction Report (MaCV/RCS/J3/32)

TF 2-47th Inf (M) continucd search and destroy opns in zone with Co k and
Co C; reloased OPCON of Co 4 2-39th Inf; and retainod OPCON of Co i (~)
L-39th Inf and A/3-5th Cav. Co i 2-L7th Inf (M) conducted sesrch and des-
troy opns east to a RON located vic Y5300861 with negative VC contact, Co
C conducted search and destroy opns cast to a RON position vic ¥5306857
with negative VC contact. Scout platoon continued to secure FSB Hil:ER.
4/3-5th Cav assisted by Co i (=) 4=39th Inf continued screening opns in
zone with negative VC contact.

] 13 Jan: TF 2-39th Inf continuud search and dustroy opcrations
cast in zonu with thrue Infantry companies and one mechanized Infuntry
-compuny. Co & conducted S&D opns e¢ast in zone. st 1245H, Co A found 1 VC
3 . body vic YS270837; VC killed by arty and estimeted bocn dead for 36 hours.
.t 1300H, Co 4 found 500 rounds of AK-47 rifle ammo. vie YS5272837. at
13504, Co A engaged an estimated 15 man VC force armed with AK-47's and
RPG's; contact was broken at 1413H. Co . pursued the VC and regained con-
taot at 14294 with an estimated VC squad resulting in 16 US WL. and 1 US
KIn; contact was broken at 1605H. Co B 2-39th Inf assisted Co B 2-47th (i4)
Inf in the destruction of the base camp discovercd on 12 Jan 68, then roved
cast to reinforce Co i vic ¥Y5284839, Co C conducted S&D opn east in zone
making contact with an unknown size VG force vic Y5284839 =t 1410H resulting
in 1 US WIA and O US KIA. Co B 2-47th Inf (M) destroyed the VC base camp
discovered on 12 Jan 68; conducted S&D opns east; and reinforces Co J, vic
YSLA39. 4t 14464, Co B 2-47th Inf (M) riade contact with =n unknown size VG
force vic ¥5234839 resulting in 2 US WIA and 1 US KIA. &t 1625H, Co 4, Co
B, Co C and Co B 2-47th Inf (X) swept through the area of contzct, discover=-
ing 5 VC IJ4 (body count) and an estimated bn size VC base camp; the ele=
ments secured the VC base camp; and RON vic Y5284839. Co E continued to
secure rSB NaILS. *(NOTE: DLLAYED ENTRY) B Co 2-3%th Inf found two rifles
on 12 Jan 68 when they swept vie Y5282838; weapons had been lost during VC !
attack. TF 2-47th Inf (M) continued Sé¥ opns in zone with Co A and Co Cj !
retained OPCON of Co 4 (=) 4=39th Inf and troop A 3-5th Cev. Co i 2-4Tth
Inf (M) conducted S&D opns east in zone. At 0724H Co i received 1 round
from an unknown size VC force vic YS286884 resulting in cne US slightly
wounded and negative damage to US eguipment. Co A RON vic ¥5306861, Co B
2-47th Inf (M) remained OPCON to TF 2-39th Inf. Co C conducted S&D opns
east in zone and returned to RON vic YS306861 with negative VC contact. 4
troop 3-5th Cav assisted by Co A (=) 4-39th Inf continued screening opns in
zone with negative results. Recon Flat continued to secure TF 2-47th Inf
(1) CP/FSB HAMYER and conducted local patrolling. st 1316H, Recon Flat
discovered VC position vic TS274866 and ¥YS271849. There were ten protective
underground positions, 8t'x61x6' long; 15 each one man spider holes; there
were fresh foot prints in the area. In the area, Recon Plztoon captured
5 pair of VC black pajama type uniforms and 5 VC ponchos. at 1448H Recon |
Flat detained two RVN nationals vic ¥S273866; the detainees were irnterrogated i
and released. it 07554, a UHID, while landing at FSB HiYMER, received
small arms fire and automatic weapons fire vic Y¥S272823; there were negutive
© US casualties and negative US equipment damage. it 1330H, an OH=23 received
several rounds small arms fire southwest of FSB HaMR, resulting in a
damaged cockpit. At 1255H, TF 2-47th Inf (M) resupply convoy received 6
rounds of RPG fire and an estimated 18 rounds of small arms fire vic ¥S257-
863. There were negutive US casuvalties and negative US equipment damege.

. 14 Jan: TF 2-39th Infantry continued to exploit the area of
contact on 13 Janusry by searching and destroying within the VC base camp
/ares located vic YS287837. The VC base camp area was linear in cesign and
contained 55 protective bunkers connected by a defensive type trench system.
The bunkers were constructed eight feet long, six feet wide, and five fest
deep with an avirage of two and one half feet of overhead cover, The
/bunkers were estimated to have baen built for six months, however, there
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations after ;ction Report (MaCV/RCS/J3/32)
11.  EiFCOTION:

AVDE-BA-T

11 Jan: TF 2-39th Inf conducted airmobile assaults on LZ SCRiW-
DRIVER vie YS5223834 with A Company and 3 Company commencing 1106568H. BHN. My,
Co E, A Btry 1-11th Arty, and Co B 2-47th Inf (K) conducted motor march
from Cazp Martin Cox along RVN Route #15 to FSB ZROKN vic YS225804 displacing
to and closing FSB NAILS vic ¥5275804 at 14L00H. Co 4, upon securing L2
SCREVDRIVER, conducted S&D opns, north and became OFGON to 2-47th Inf ().

.Co B, upon insertion at LZ SCREVDRIViR, conducted S&D opns east at 1209H.
- Co B engaged 12 VC at Y5280837 with SA and AV fire; there were 1 US WIa
"~ {dusted off at 1350H) and negative VC cesualties. Co B, at 1437H, discovered

and destroyed one VC bunker 1} meters deep x 2 meters long x 1 meter wide
located vic ¥5178836. Co B, at 2133H vic ¥5282838, came under mortar attack;
2210H received ground attack from all directions with heaviest attack
coming from HE; mortar attack also continuing; 2330H clements report VC
massing fires from ML.. US casualties and VC casualties unknown as of 2330H,
Co B supported by LFT, arty and USAF Dragon Ships. Co B engaged an estim-
ated foree of 6 VC at 1605K located vic YS238240; there were two US WIA

{one dusted off at 1731H) and negative VC casualties. Co C, upon securing
LZ SAW, conducted S&D.opns northeast with negative contact. Co E and Co B
2-47th Inf (¥) secured FS3 MAIIS; upon entering FSB NaIIS at 1105H, the
element received one round of RPG fire from —n u.known size VC force. The
VC vere engaged with SA and AW fire; there were negative US or VC casualties,
Co B 2-47th Inf (M), at 1300H, found and destroyed one VC mine consisting
of 5 each 8rm HE mortar rounds vic ¥5297817. TF 2-47th Inf () conducted
motor march from Camp Martin Cox along RV: Route #15 to FSB GREEN vic YS-
200835 cormencing 110516H with BN H, Co 4 (=), Co C and B Battery 1~11th
irty. Upon securing FSh' GRusl, the Bn conducted S&D opn east to FSB HaMMER
located vie ¥5267872. Co i disecove-zd and destroved 1 mine with duzl Deto-
netion System (cowrand & pressure) at 0855H vic YS240854.- Co i also deton=
ated a mine consisting of 4 each §/sm HE rnds by running over it with a

M113 AFC at 0S05H vic ¥5280846; there were negative US casualities and neg-
ative damage to the iPC, Co B OPCO¥ to TF 2-39th Inf. Co C at 1250H,

found and destroyed a VC mine consisting of 3 each 8irm HE mortar rounds

Vic YS297817, secured and patrolled vic FSB RaER. Co 4 (-) 4-3%9th Inf
conducted an airmobile assualt into LZ PLIERS vie Y¥5341871 and became CPCON
to 4/3-5th Cav. A/3-5th Cav conducted rotor march from Xuan Loc to vic

Lz FLIEIS; secur+d LZ PLIERS; assumed CPCON Co 4 (=) 4-39th Inf; screened
in zone and became OPCON to TF 2-47th Inf {})., Scout Plaiocon secured 2-47th
Inf HQ with negative VC countact.

12 Jan: TF 2-39th Inf continued search and destroy operations in
zone with Co B and (o C; regained OPCON of Co 4 2-39th Inf from TF 2-47th
Inf (M); conducted on airmobile assault into L7 SCREWDRIVEL {Y5223834) with
Co B 2-47th Inf (M); and sccured FSB NaIL with Co E. Co A 2-39th Inf con-
ducted search and destroy opn south from their RON position commencing O730H
to link up with Co B 2-39th Inf at ¥S282838. At 1425H, Co A engaged thres
VC vic Y5284842 resulting in negative US casualties and two VC Kii (body
count)}, one AK-47 riflc and one M79 grenade launcher, Co B 2-39th Inf
(NOTH: Continued from st Bde SITREP Period 110001H-1124COH Jan 68) reported
that VC had broken contzet at 0010H, At 02484, VC commenced second attack
against Co B, breaking comtact at 0610H. Co B sustained 46 US WIA (31 dust-
ed, off) and negative US KIA. There were negative VC casualties., Co C con-
ducted search and destroy opns north to link up with Co I 2-39th Inf vic
¥5282838, At 16L5H, Co C found 800 1bs of rice vic Y5279837. Co B 2-47th
Inf (M) conducted airmobile assault on LZ SCRINWDRIVER and conducted search
and destroy operations east to link up with Co B 2-39th Inf. it O900H Co B
discovered a VC base camp with 55 bunkers vic ¥S279437 and captured 12 mortar
rounds, 12 hand grenades, and 1000 lbs of rice. aero Scts D/3-5th Cev, while
supporting TF 2-39th Inf engaged 3 VC at 1435H vie Y8291 ° resulting in 1
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations aftcr action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

was evidence of reccnt repair and construction., During the search of the
base carp area there was a total of 14 VC KIA found in graves and 2 VC KIA
found hanging in trees. The foliowing are items of VC equipment found in
the base camp: one combat servicable 60rm mortar, 3,000 rounds of 7.62mm
apmunition, 3,200 lbs of rice, 4 lbs of salt, 5 lbs dried shrimp, 5 gal soy-
bean oil, 1 package of medicine, 5 1bs of documents, 4 RPG rounds, 2 RPG
launchers, 25 Chicom grenades, 4 AK~A7 magazines, 28 ¢S 8imm mortar rounds,
67 60mm mortar fuses, 5 RPG propellent charges, 1 Ti312 telephone, 1 US type
claymore mine, and 3 pick mallets, All elements reported finding evidence of
a hasty withd :val of the VC forces. There were numerous articles of bloody
clothing found in the base camp area and several improvized stretchers con-
taining blood stains. 4 thorough debriefing of unit commanders and element
leaders determined through eye witnuss reports that a minimum of 31 VC were
killed or wounded duving the contact within the VC base camp area. Companies
A4, By, and C 2-39th Inf and Co B 2-47th Inf (}4) remained over night vic ¥S~
289840, Co E continued'to secure TF 2-39th Inf CP/FSB NAILS, TF 2-39th Inf
was supportud with one airstrike vie ¥5297836 resulting in L VG bunkers des-
troyed, 20 reters of trenchdestroyed, and 10 VC bunkers damaged. Resupply
of the elements operating within the VC base camp area was accomplished by
the 1st Bde Aviation section utilizing two OH=-23 helicopters. Due to the
dense jungle area and time factor only an LZ large enough to land an Cil-23
could be cleared. The 1st Bde Aviation Secticn flew 154 sorties in 14 hours
carrying 79 passengers and 33,300 lbs of cquipment and supplies. The OH-23
carried in supplies and passcngers and back-hauled captired VC eq:ipment and
supplies, TF 2-47th Inf (¥) conducted search and destroy cperations south-
west along the ridge line (vie YS306857 to vic ¥5295845). Co i swept south to
vic ¥5300847 with negative VC contact. A troop 3-5th Cav swept southwest to
vice ¥3307850 receiving sniper fire at 1145H from an unknown size VC force
vic ¥Y8378867; the clement returned fire resulting in negative US casualties
and unknoim VC casualties. Co & (=) 4=39th Inf continued to maintain
screening/blocking positions along the Engr Trail on the ncrthern boundary
of the A0. At 11L5Y an element of A troop escorting the AVIB to a crossing
site vic YS346877 received an RPG, small arms and 2utomatic weapons fire;

the element returned fire resulting in two US WIA (2 dusted off) and one
M113 destroyed. VC casualties were unknown. At 1525H, 4 troop reported
finding a partially desiroved and unservicable Mauser Rifle Model 92 vic ¥S-
327877. Recon Platoon 2-47th Inf (M) continued to sccure TF 2-47th CP/FSB
HAMMER, provided security for resupply convoy, and supported by Engr squad,
returned and destroyed 10 bunkers discovered on 13 Jan, vic ¥5271849.

15 Jan: TF 2-39th Inf continued Opn AKRON V. The TF continued to
explore and destroy the large bunker complex discovered vie ¥S287837 and
conducted scarch and destroy opns in zone. Co A and Co C continued to search
and destroy vic of the VC basc camp area., There were an additional 45
bunkers found in the area for an accumalative total of 100 bunkers found and
scarched in the base camp arca. The following VC equipment and supplies were
discovereds 1 RPG launcher, 2 hund grenades, 6 8imm mertar rounds, 339
rounds of AK-47 small arms, 600 lbs of rice, 100 lbs of medical supplies, 2
ibs of documents, There werc also scveral blood trails and 5 VC XKI4 (body
count) were found, The VC had been killed by smoll ares fire and were
discovercd unburied. At 1210H, Co € recvived small arms fire from an
unknovm sizc V€ force; fire was returned and the VC broke contact by
throwing a hand grenade resulting in one US slightly wounded and one VC KIA
(body count). A% 1546H, Co C discovered 3 graves vic ¥S301848 containing 3
VC killed by schrapnel. One VC appearcd killed within last 12 hours; other
bodies appeared two weels old., At 1605H, the fourth platoon of Co C engaged
one VC near the base camp area with small arms fire, resulting in negative
US casuzlties and unknown VC casualtics. Co B 2-47th Inf (M) and Co B 2-39th

Inf conducted scuthwest toward FSB NAILS. 4t 1055H, Co B 2-47th Inf (M)
- discovered and destroyed one VC improvized minc consisting of two 105mm HE

rounds and two 4.2 HE mortar vounds. At 1334H, Co B 2-47th Inf (M) found
four VC bodies stripped of equipment near vic ¥5292832, The VC')*4 been KIA
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1 by artillery, TF 2-39th Inf was supported by four preplanned airstrikes;

) during one airstrike at 0930H vic 15290850, the fighters received ground

i fire from an unknown size VC force, resulting in negative US casualties and

i unknown VC casuslties. at 1655H, a UHID (Jayhawk 764) received small arms

: fire and force landed vic YS284840 resulting in negative US casualties,

The crew was extracted at 1727H, Commencing at 1820H, an element from Co B

2-39th Inf was airmobiled from FSB N.IIS to vic of downed UHID to provide

security. The UHID was extracted by a CH-47 at 1845H. Co B cormencod air~
mobile oxtraction at 1908H and the last sortie landed at FSB N.IIS at 1933H.

The extraction mission was accomplished without incident. TF 2-37th Inf (%)

continued search and destroy operations east in zone. Co C and Co A 2-47th

Inf (M) conluctod S&D opns cast to vic ¥5335870. At 10504, Co A discovered

i 3 VC tunnels vic YS334871; the tunncls were caved in and there was negative ;

; signs of recont VC activity. Co B 2-47th Inf (M) rcmained OFCON to TF 2-39th !

: Inf. At 0859H, Co A (=) 4=39th Inf commenced airmobile extraction from PZ

PLIERS Y5332874; at 0959H the last sortie departed PZ PLIERS; and Co A (<)

: roturned to the control of TF 4-39th Inf (OFN RILEY) at Camp Martin Cox.

; Troop 4 3-5th Cav was released OPCON from TF 2-47th Inf (M) at 1300H and
conductcd motor march to Camp Blackhorse. TF 2-47th Inf (M) reported that
a UHID reccived 15 rounds small arms fire while landing at FSB HAMYER; fire

-was returned with 50 cal machine gun and mortar fire. There were negative
US casualtics or cquipmint damage. Recon Platoon 2-47th Inf (M) sighted 1
VC at 1400H vic YS268873, The VC was pursued for several hundred meters
with negative results,

16 Jan: TF 2-39th Inf completed searching the bunker ccmplex and
continued search and destroy operations in zone. Co 4 assisted by Co C
cempleted the search of the bunker arez and swept east from the bunker com-
plex commencing at 1215H, Co A discovered a cache of 1,100 lbs of rice, twe :
RFG rounds and one 1b of documents at 1354H vic 15292839. Itwas nccessary to !
destroy the rice cache becguse the thick tripple canopy Jjungle prevented ;
. cutting of a LZ and the area to which the rice would have to be carried for
; evacuation would have prevented the clement from accomplishing a thorough
i sweep of their objective area. Co B 2-39th Inf cenducted & sweep north of
: FSE KAIlS and returned te remsin cver night. Co C assisted Co 4 in the com~
plete search of the base camp area and then swept east tc remain over night
with Co 4 vic Y3303%25. Ceo C repcrted finding cne VC beoby trapped chicom
grenade and cne VC bunker at 1317H vic ¥5293839. Ths bunker and grenade were
destroyed, Co B 2-47th Inf (M) (OFCON to TF 2-39) conducted S& operations
noertheest from FSB NAILS to vie ¥5317230 and returned to FSB NAILS o remain
over righk. At 1155H an cutpest from Co E spotted 2 VO and engaged them )
with small arms fire vic YS305820. The outpest pursued the VC for several
hundred meters resulting in negative US casuelties and VC cesualties unknown,
Co E centinued to secure FSB NAIIS. TF 2-47th Inf () conducted S&L opns to
the scuth with Co A and Co € to vic of LZ FILE ¥5287810. Co .4 commenced its
swecking operation scuth et C902H, 4t 1128H, vic ¥S335875, Cc¢ A was unsuc-
cessfully attacked by a VC armbush., The ambush was initiated by the VC firing
an RFG at the rear of the lead M113 APC. The RTG missed the M113, exploded
and caused only minor dents and scratches tc the rear of the M113. Fire was
returned by Co A an¢ Co C moved from vic LZ FLIERS to reinforce Co A. Enroute
Co C also received REG and small srms fire., Co C arrived at the ambush site
at 1131H, engaging the VC with small arms, auvtematic weapons and 50 cal
machine gun fire causing the VO tc break contact and fluwe to the west. The
results of the contact were 2 US slightly wounded (treated by medic and re=-
leased) and VC casualties were unkncwn. At 1407H, Co 4 found and destroyed 3
105mm Arty rcunds. At 1125, TF 2-47th Inf (M) resurply convoy snroute to
FSL HAMMER and escorted by Recon platocn (=), received smell arms fire vie
¥S262865; fire was returnec and the VC broke contact. There were negative US
casualtices; VC casualties were unknown. At 1045H,a patrol from Recon platoon
made contect with 7 VO, engaging them with 8mall arms fire vic Y5270875. The
VC broke contact and fled t& the ncrtheast. Artlllery was fired into the areu
and at 1125H, Recon platoon (~) jeinedthe patrol with combat trackor teams and
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pursued the VC. Debriefing of the patiol concluded that there were ‘two VC
seen hit by small arms firec, however, a search of the area revealed only
blodd trails.

17 Jans TF 2=-39th Inf continued to concuct search and destroy
operations east in zone. Co A followed by Co C. (RRF) conducted a. sweep east
from vic 15303835 to clear objective vie YS314836. At 1145H, Co 4 found and
destrcyed one bunker vie ¥5313833 and at 1327H vic Y¥S315837 destroyed 3

bunkers. Co A and Co C remained over night vic ¥5312822. Co B conducted
suwarel wad Jertioy oper: ations northassy Of FSE KAILS to vic 75204827 and
returned t.. FSB NAIIS with negative VC contact ang reneined over nighi. (o E
continued to provide sccurity for FSD NAILS. Co E 2-47th Inf (M) (OFCON to
TF 2-39th Inf ) conducted search and destroy operations northesst ic vie
15294827 and returned to FSB NAILS with negative VC contact and remained
over night.. TF 2-47th Inf (M) continued to conduct search and destroy
operations west and southwest in zone. Co A and Co C conducted search and
destroy cpns southwest from their night location to vie ¥S325884 at 0955H.
Co C's point M113 hit an imprevized 8imm mortar HE pressure detonated mine
vic ¥S338845. There were negative casualtics Or equipment Jamage. At 1020H

Co A found and destroyed three VC bunkers vic YS332844. At 1145H, Co A found ’

and destrcyed a VC base camp conta:.m.ng 10 bunkers vic ¥5328837. Ailso found
in the VC base camp were- expended 50 cal brass, C-ration cans, three anti-
personrel mines, a Chicom cleymore mine, end 100 rounds of 5.56 M16é small
arms ammo, At 1430H, Co ¢ ‘disoovered a VC basc camp containing 49 bunkers
vic Y8325834, ten were new and the cthers old.and-unserviceable, The ten new
bunkers were destroyed, The following equipment and supplies were found in
the bzse camp area: 3 kitchens with rots and pens; 1 expenced round of AK=47
ammo and 10 rounds of unexpenced AK-47 small arms ammo. At 1530H a patrol
from Recen platoon made contact with an unknown size VC force in a VC base -
‘camp located vie ¥5268882, 1In the ensuing fire fight the patrol sustoined’
one KIi, one WIA dusted off, and three VIA with minor wounds (treated and -
returned to duty). Artillery fire and an immediate 2ir strike were placed
on the Lase camp resulting in 10 bunkers destroyed, 12 bunkers damaged and
two hum.red meters of trench cestroyed.

18 Jan: TF 2-39th Inf initiated Phase III cf Opn AKRON V by
comucting an airmobile 2ssault on the BINH.SON air strip (¥S429916) and
conducted seerch and. destrey opns scuth.in.zone. Co.h:spear-hcaded the-.
assault, lifting off from LZ vic YS312822 at 0804H, followed by Co B 2-39th
Inf and Co C. Co C completed the airmcbile assoult at 1140H, Upon securing,
the. 1z, Co 4, Co B snd Co .C with Recon platoon attached swept south in zone
and estoblished a three company night location vie ¥8247907., CoB, 2-47th
Inf (M) secured the PZ for Co i, Co B and Co C; provided security for the
motor movement of TF 2-39th Inf (~) from FSB NallS to FSB GREY (¥5212937).
Co I was returned to the control of TF 2-47th Inf (M) at 1340H. Upon being
released from OPCON TF 2-39th Inf, Co D established & night location at .

LONG THANH (¥S138921) and provided one. pla.toon security force for the 8 inch
Arty Battery located vic ¥5137918, Co B assumed the mission of rapid resc-
tipn force for the defense of LONG THiNH RF/FF outpost, TF 2-47th Inf (M)
initiated phase III OFN AKRON V establishing blocking positlons along the
Engineer Trail from vic YS260860 to ¥5290888, Co ., and Co € departed their
night location at 0817H. Co 4 establ:.shed blocld.ng positicns ‘west of FS3
HMMER, screened and condueted roadrunner opns in zone. .Co c esteblished
blockdng positions along the Engineer trail vic YS290890 west to vic YS282-
885, At 1200H, Co C rgported.receiving 5 to 6 rounds of semi-automatic

. small arms fire from a ‘sniper vic ¥52908%0. Co C returned fire with small’

arms, automatic weapons and 8imm mortar. There were negative .US casualties
and VC casualties were unknown, At 1825H, Co C engaged one'VC vic ¥3275883,
with M79 ond small arme fire resulting in negative US casualties; VC casu~
lties .wers unknown, .Recon platoon, TF 2-47th Inf (M) conducted local patrols
north of FSB HAMMER and provided convoy security between Hw 15 and FSB
HAMMER. Co & and 'Co ¢ remained overnight Ain their blocking ‘positiongs. Ab
1305H, vio FSB H/MMER an Oli=23 received 2 rounds of emall arms f’re, There
were mgatiw equimmt damage or casuilties,

r’:m ‘n ¢L. /5'
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AVDE-BA-T 30 Jenuary 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Operations ifter Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

19 Jan: TF 2-39th Inf continued OFN AKRON V, Phase III conducting
search and destroy opns south in zone with Co 4, Co B and Co C with Recon
platoon attached. At 1227H, Co C made contect with an estimated 4=5 VC vie
¥5260904. Co A engoged the VC with small arms, automatic weapons, and was
supported by artillery. There was one KIi and one US WIA (MEDEYAC); VC
casualties were unknown, At 1320H, Ce A found and destroyed five VC bunkers
vic Y3260904., Co C found and destroyed ten bunkers vic YS248902, Co C
found and destroyed ten bunkers vic YS5248902, and dlscovered the following
items of equipment: 1 pair of U8 Army boots, smell arms ammo, medical
supplies, women's clothing and a small amcunt of documents. 'TF 2-39th Inf

_ Headquarters and CP remained at.FS3 GREY (BINH SON).. TF 2-47th Inf (M)

continued Phase ITI, OFN AKRON V blocking in zone with Co 4 and Co C, rain=

. teined Co B at Long Thank (¥S138918) as 2 rapid reaction force to assist in
.. the dofense of RF/FF outposts. vic long Thinh; Recon platoon patroled.local-
< 1y vic FSE HiMMER, and provided rcadrunners and convoy security between KVN

oty

routc 15 and FS3 HaMMER. A4t 0912E, Co 4 found and destroyed a VC position

“containing 8 bunkers. without overheed cover. C¢.C:found. ahd,:clgstroyeq 5
+bunkers vie ¥Y5282894 at 1442H. - e

i

20 Jan: TF 2-39th Inf continusc OFM AFRCN V, Fhmee ITI conducting

-réearch‘and destroy opns south in zone with Companies. 4, B & C. -at 0855H,

. Co 4 engaged an unknown size VC force with small arms anc automatic weapons

fire vic ¥Y5262892. Co A was supported by artillery fire and an alrstrike,
‘There were two US WIA and VC casualties were unknovm, Co C received autom-

- atic weapons fire (4K=-47) and carbine fire at 1356H from an estimated force

O N I

of seven VC. Co C returned fire immediately with small arms and automatic
weapons fire causing the VC to flee the area, artillery was placed to block
the escape route of the VC, however a sweep of the area revealed only blood
trails and one VC structure which Co C destroyed.  TF 2-39th Inf completed
their sweep at 1658H and moved through TF 2-47th Inf‘(M) blocking positions
and remzinsd overnight at vie ¥5277890. TF 2-47th Inf (M) continued to
screen and block in zone with Co A and Recan Flatoon, Co B remained at
Long Thanh (¥5138918) providing a rapid reaction force for the defense of
RF/FF outpcsts in the vic of Long Thanh. Cc.B released onc plaioon to
OFCON 199th Light Infantry Zrigade at 1600H. Co C was released OICON te TF
4=39th Inf at 1005H.

21 Jan: TF 2-39th Inf completed OPN AKRON V with the airmobile
extraction from AD AKRON. Co A, Co B and Co C were extracted from PZ vic
YS277890 utilizing one airmobile helicopter company. The extraction commen-
ced at 08l6Y and terminated at 1048H. In Hq was extracted from FSB GREY
commencing at 1110H using CH-47 helicopters and was completed at 1250H. Co
E was extracted from a PZ vic YS277890 commencing at 1300H utilizing CH-47
helicepters and terminating at 1505H. TF 2-47th Inf (M) completed OPN
AKRON V conducting a motorized withdrawal from AD AKRON with the Bn Hq and
Co A commencing at 0845H. Recon platoon secured the PZ for TF 2-39th Inf
and withdrew upon the completed extraction. The last element of TF 2-47th
Inf (M) cleared AQ AKRON at 1400H. :

12. RESULTS:
a. Enemy Losses

(1) Enemy Personmnel Losses: VC KIA (BC) 57

VC POW 0
Chieu Hoi - 0
Detainees 0

(2) Equipment Cap:iured:
a. Weapons: & AK-47s; 1 M-79; 1 60mm mortar; 4 RPG Rocket

Launchers; 2 M-16s. CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After hotion Beport (MACV/ROS/33/32)

(v) Ammunitions Mortw: rounds: 119; Seall Arue amaos 47003

" Minea: 1; HPG-2 rounds: 14; Cleyuors: 1.

(¢) Poodstuffs: Ricet 12,950; Dried Shrimp: 25 lbe; Fishs 5
1bg; Candy: 10 lbs; Rock Sugar: 15 1lbs.

() Medicsl Supplies: 121 lbs
(e) Comminications: 1 TA 312
(f) Doouments: 49 1bs; 1 Map (hand Drawn)
(5) Clothing: 50 lbs
(3) 1Items Destroyed: 198 bunkers and 15 mortar rounds.
b. Friendly Losses

(1) - Personnel:

(a)AKIA 5
(v) win 67
(c) ¥B 4

(2) Equipment: Hone
13. Administration

2. The administration planning of Operation AKRON III proved to be
sound, and the logigtical combat service support was effective throughout
the period of opcration. The logistical support, Class I - IV was suprlied
directly from distribution points of 9th S&T Bn, Bearcat (XTM 51009) Class
V was distributed direct from 3rd Ord Bn, Long Binh, ASP. ILand Loc was HWY
QL15 and 320. Aerial resupply by UE1D and CH-47 aircrafts was utilized for
tactical greund units inaccessible by existing road nets.

b; Supply

(1) - Class I point, 9th S&T Bn (Bearcat) issued during pericd of
operation: )

A Ration "B" Ration "M Retion Sundry Packs
4146 0 344796 82

LRRP Retions Potable Tce (1b) Sterilized Milk (cases)
197 364,000 - 490

Units remained on a ration cycle C-C~C for most of the
operation without noted discrepancies.

o]

(-'c) Class II and IV:

(a) Class II requisitions werc hendled by the reer detachments
who maintained radio communications with forward locations.

(v). All other items of an urgent nature were flown directly
to requesting unit on as needed basis by rear detachient personncl.

'C_’ONHDENTI?&L
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\0) Class IV barrier matoricl imsuod during period of opertion

5 Fobruary 1968

Combat Opsrations After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/J2)

included 444 Engineer otakes, 32,000 snadbags, and 6 bundles of concertina

barbwire.

during period:

(3) Class III and IIIA

MOGAS DEISEL
6868 gal 8044 gal

aVGAS
1717

P-4
0

(a) Class IIT dispensing point, Bearcat Base Camp issucd

OIL/LUBRIC.LTION
805 gals, 401 1lbs

(b) Class III was dclivered forward, by organic unit 1200 gal
tankers, 500 gallon collapsible bladders, 55 gallon fuel cans.

(4) Class V.

(o) Expenditur: of class V by all units, remained within
the limit of the 9th Division ASR.

(b) Mo shortage of any type ammunition occured during the
period of operatiecn.

(¢) immunition expenditures by type and quantities during
the period of operations are as follows.

IYPE

5.56mm Ball/Tracers
7.62um Ball/Tracers
7.62mm Link

A0mmGL, EE

40mm Cannister
45.Cal Ball

90mm HE RR
81mm HE .

8imm I11,

4.2 EE

4.2 I11.

442 WP

4.2 CS Experimental
105 HE

105 I)1.

105 wp
Pyrotechnics (All types)
Pragmentary Grenades
WP Grenades

C4

Dynanite

Crater Chg.

Shapes Chg.

Non Eleotric Caps
Time Fuse

Det. Cord

Time Puze Igniter

¢, Maintenance

TOTAL ROUNDS EXPENDED

174.076
1,820
64,000
4,354
134
2,990

4

.+ 1,068
63
19334
487
135
90
8,305
211
539
987
356
32
1,700 1bs
750 lbs
40 lbs
40 1bs
300 eech
1,000 feet
10,000 feet
300 each

(1) Company C, 709th Maint BEn and Hq & 4 Co 709%h Maint Bn re=-
ceived the following job oxders in direct support of all battalions and
separate companics.

CONFIDENTIAL,
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations Af'ter Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/J2)

¥hegl ITrack Simnel Small Agmp Chemical Fupz/Elect. Ingtaupent
18 10 58 0 6 5 3

(2) Recovery operations perfoxmed upon request of supported units
totaled nors. C

d. Medical Bvacuation and Hospitalization

(1) Patient catigories handled by Co B 9th Med Bn were as followst

DRHA  IRMA NBE DIS EVAC  DUSTORR
10 2 4 0 0 6

(2) Dusteff procedures and medical evacuatior of slightly wounded
personnel was deemed fully adequate. -

e. Trangportation

(1) Army Avietion Helicopters were utilized to air 1ift class of
supply from Bearcat to forward arcas as follows:

(2) 0H23 UH1D CH4T
Satigs 439 we 2
Weight 50,000 1bs 186,700 1»c 156,000 lbs
f. Services

(1) Unit water trailers were slung airlifted and extracted on a
daily basis by CH47. :

(2) Metal and plastic 5 gallon containers were utilized during
the operation.

(3) Non-potable water sources in forward areas were puritisd
on an individual basis by the use of ioding/chlorine tablets.

g. Graves Registration: GR support was provided by the 9th S&T Battalion
located at Bearcat.

14. Civic Actions/Psychological Operations: There were no civic actien
projects conducted that were directly related to Operation AKRCN V. During
Operation AKRON V, the PSYOP Team, through coordination with S-2 end S-3, flew
both loudspeaker and leaflet missions in suppoxt of the operaticn. A first
was introduced during the operation. This was the use of 105 artillery

shells filled with leaflets. There was a total of 667,600 leaflets dissenin-
ated during the operntion, Of these, 24,000 were dispersed by me:ns of the
105mm irtillery rounds. The themes of the leaflets were: Chieu Hoi Mixture,
Chieu Hoi Questions, Scare and Power. illied Power, Safe Conduct Passes and
assorted TET leaflets. There were zlae two special leaflets developed ond
printed especially for use against the 274th VC Regiment. Thie loudspeaker unit
of the U-10 aircraft was utilized for a total time of four (4) hours and

five minutes. The themes of the tapes were taken from the JUSPAO produced
stock. These thewmes fitted well with the situations encountered. However,
the team produced one tape in responce to intelligence reports of a rasupply
effort through the villoge of Ba Ky. The greatest discovery of the operation,
in a PSYOI' point of view, was the use of 105mm artillery shells. This gives
the timely delivery of propaganda on a particular unit, while they are still in
contact with our forces. The only drawback to the shells is that they are
prepacked with stendard Chiosu Boi Leaflets and Safe Cunduct Passes. Special
situations still require the use of an sircraft. In a number of instances
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AVDE~BA-T 5 February 1968
SUSJECT: Combat Operations After ,ction Raport (MACY/RCS,J3/J2)

the asriel disseminstion irrediately preceeded either an air strika or an .
arsiilery barrege. Although not planned, the psychological adventages are .
tremendous. The leaflets are no sooner on the ground than the attack is

upon them. ThLis brings a real sense of credibility teo all our propagande.

15. Commander's Evaluation: Operaticn AKRON V gucceeded in locating and
destroying elements of the 274th VC Main Force Regimert as prescribed in the
original miscion. Tae absense of the FIRST BRIGADE in 40 RILEY, and specif~
ically AO AKRCN, during the Operation SANTA FE allowed the VC/ITVA elenments
to improve foriificuticns, stockpile supplies and move about freely. Troop
D, 3~5th Cav performed admirably in their overwatch mission (Operation AKRON
IVY and gathered valuable intelligence, but they did not pesgess the ground
troops to curtail VG movements and operations. It was evident from pre-
operational intelligence that A0 KRON had been used as a refuge and way
station on a major north-south supply route. This reute lead from the RUNG
SAT Special Zone northeast across Hwy 7. through the HAT DICE arca and north
across Hwy 1 into War Zone D and it was active during Noverber =nd Decenmber.
Yovements were also traced east from the HAT DICH area to the «AY TAD Secret !
Zone., The airmobile and ground asseulis of the 2-39th Inf and the 2-47th i
Inf (M) respectively, ond the sweep east toward the 1st ATF/3-5th Cav block, g
trapped scveral elements of the 274th Regt. This was verified by the mcder- i
ately heavy contacts and enemy delaying actions encountered in bese camp :
lecations. The contacts succeeded in fragmenting the VC/NVA elements, f
eliminating several of their coveted base locations, and sharply detered ‘
their plans., The major contributing factors that allowed 1st Brigade elewments i
to close with the enemy were the surprise achieved by the insertion on 1Z i
SCREWDRIVZR of an Infantry battalion without preparatory fires and the

deliberate late positioning of forces, especially ertiilery. Shculd this

operation or cne of similar characteristics be conducted again a few adjust-

rents could be wurranted. With the same number of maneuver zlements evailable
it might be adviseble to sweep and block a smaller area. Graater concentration
_ would undouvb*edly incrcasse the degree of success achieved on this type of
operation. Combining Infantry, both US and Australian, Armored Cavelry and
Mechanized Infantry, with cross attaclments wherever practical, proved to be
tactically effective and feasidble. Napport with wue 1st ATF was reinforced
by close cooperation and coordination, during both planning and execution
phases. Operation AKRCN V contributed much to the further welding of FWMAT.
The forces participating in Operation AIRON V did much to accclerate the
neutralizaticn of the HAT DICH area as & VC haven.

Ackrc fledge:
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