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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, || FIELD FORCE VIETNAM ARTILLERY
APO SAN FRANCISCO 06266

AVFB-FAC 85 FED 1968

SUBJECTs Operational Report - lessons learned for quarterly Period
Ending 31 January 1968 (KRCS CSFR-65) (VIC wW-udI-d3) (V)

THRUs Commanding General
Il Field Force Vietnam
APC 96266

TikUs Commanding General
United States Army Vietnam
AITN: AVHGC-DST
APO 96375

THU: Commander in Chief
US army Pacific
ATINs  GPOP=OT
APQ 96558

TUs Assistant Chief of staff for
Farce Development
Depac-tment ol the Army
Washington D.C. 20310

In compliance with AR 1-19, dated 26 May 1966, Subject, Operational
Reports - lessons Learned (RCS-C3PUi-bY), this headquarters' Uperational
Report - Lessons learmed for the pe.iod 1 November - 31 January 1968 is

attached
[ﬁu, artiliery

Ad jutant o\ .
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

SECTIud I - Signifjcant Organizationgl Activities,
Ae mpugt}gyPcsonnq.

1. During this period there were no changes in the command of
II PFORCEY Artillery nor vas there a large rotation of assigned personnel.
The morale of the unit continues to be outstanding., The following awards
vsre presented to assigned and attached personnel:
&, Hdronze Star Medal 18
b. Army Coumendation Medal 12

2. There were nJy administrutive or tact!cal movements of II
FFORC:V Artillery Head juarters during this period.

5. The current organizational structure of II FFURCSV artillery
is at Inclosure 1.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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B. (L) Qpergtions and Intelligence.
1. (C) General.

buring this reporting period repositioning of artillery continued
with tne changing operational situation, additional emphasis vas placed on
providing artillery support for SF/CIDG perscnnel and continued emphasis
was directed towards assisting and improving the effectivene-r cf ARVN
Artillery.

2. (S) Positioning and Miseion of II FFURCZV Artillery Units.

The current base camp positioniug or II FFUHRComV artillery unitse
is at Inclosure 2, deavy Artillery coverage wiithin III C14 is at Inclosure
3. The general missions are outlined in Inclosure 4. Specific missions
will vary from tiwe to time based on ope‘ational reguirements.

as To provide direct support artillery for the jth aiVN Hangers
in the Capital military District, Il FFURCoV artillery developed a fourth
battery concept. Headjyuarters 2nd Bn, 13th arty (105amT) and three 4-gun
firing batteries moved into the CMD in November and December 1967. The
fourth battery (6 gun) remained at Phu loi available to meet other artil-
lery support re.uirements in LI CVZ.

b. On 20 December 1967, dattery C, 6tn Bn, 27th arty (8"/175mm)
moved from Pmuoc Vinh to Phu lLoi in preparation for a4 move to Loc Ninh.
On 25 Janmuary 1968 tne battery displaced to Loc Ninh. This composite
heavy battery provides 6" support in the Loc Ninh areu as well as addivional
175mm coverage along a large area of the Cambodian Border, recently the
region of heavy VC/NVA activity. Headquarters 6th Bn, 27th arty (8"/175za)
moved to quan Loi on 9 January 1768 to facilitate command and control of
the three firing batteries in Northerm III Cr4.

c. dattery 4, Tth bn, 8th Arty (8"/175am) moved from Bien doa
to rmuoc Vinh on 20 Decemver 1967. Tne neavy battery supyorts tne newly
deployed 101st (4bn) Vivieion and provides extensive coverage in the cri-
tical areas north of Bien doa air base.

de A significant example of the flexible capabilities of Force
Heavy Artiliery as well as the progress being made in the IIl CTZ was the
move of Battery B, 1st Bn, 83 arty (6"/175mm) from Ham Tan to uvien Hoa on
20 January 1968. The battery, which deployed to Ham Tan on 10 July 1967
by sea because of lack of secure roads, completed this 140 am road march
using organic security forces.

e. Tne 24 Bn, t1th arty (155mml), which had been attached to the
Americal Division since april 1967, returned (- Battery B) to III Ci4 on
6 January 1968 and was assigned to the 23d Arty Group. Battery B is schedu-
led to xeturn at a later date. The Battalion deployed to dien ioa and vas
assigned the nission of general support II FPUL(CEV. Subseyusntly, on 27
January 1968 battery C deployed to I FFORCEV to meet contingencies in that

operational area.
DOWANGRADED AT 3 YT ARG INTERVA
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3o (C) sis (o] ] 3 .

e, bkmphasis continues to be placed on programs of providing
assistance t0 ARVN artillery, RF/PP and Special Forces/CIDU. luring
the reporting period, artillery of 1I FrURCZV fired 7,749 missions ex-
pending 43,919 rounds of ammunition in support of altVN ground forces,
Special Forces/CIDG, and RP/PP cutposts, artillery dizplaced 12 times
to support 9 multi-company iizea Vietnamese operations. On 23 occasions
US artillery assumed ARVN territorial defense missions permitting aARVN
Artillery to provide support for their maneuver forces. By taking advan-
tage of the artillery support prrvided by U5 artillery, 10 AKVN platoons
displaced to new position areas to expand territorisl coverage.

b. Througnout the 111 Corpe Tactical Jone subordinate units of
II FFURCEV have formyd mobile artillery training teams for the purpose of
providing assistunce in fire planning, artillery adjustwent iraining, in-
struction in crater analysis, construction of azimuth/target devices
"Whiz Wheels", training aid support aund training literature. To date
training teans have visited more than 230 RF/PF outposts.

c. Two undred copies of a lesson plan in Vietnuese and sng-
lish for the adjustwent of artillery fire, with supporting training aids,
vere given to the Senior Artillery Advisor, III ARVN Corps for use by
US advisors and Vietnamese instructors at RF/PP outposts.

d. The Divisional artilleries of the 1st, 9th and 25th Infantry
Divisions with assistance from the 23d and >4tn Artillery Groups are conduct-
ing on site refresher training for AMVN artillery units. ARVN artillery in
the III CT4 consists of eight battalions deployed by platoons at 55 diiferent
locations. #sach position area is unique with its own individual training
problems. Positions generully consist of single or multiple platoons of
105am or 155am nowitzers. To provide effective training, the instruction
was "tailored" to each aHVN diviaion area, with consideration veing given
to the mission and operations conductad. wmach US Division artillery devel-
oped a plan of instruction and supporting lesson plaas based on the guidance
and desires of tne ARVN Division artillery commander, Tne programs of in-
struction and wethods of presentation in each division are unique and spec-
ifically adapted to the training situation. Each program has nov been in
progress for at least two months. In most cases, “he instruciion has been
received wiih enthusiasm, and the results have been encouraging.

4. (C) Aptillery Support for SF/CIDG.

during this reporting period, remote 5'/:IDG Campe have received
inoreasing artillery support in IIT CTZ4. II FAKCEV Artillery units conduc-
ted 19 one day artillery assaults to support SF/CIDG operations o= to
engage. targets initiated by SF/CIDG. In addition to furnishing forward
observer parties aund liaison officers from Force Artillery units, an officer
from Force Artillery wus attached to Company A, 5th Special Forces on a full
time vasis. This officer provides advice on the employment of artillery

3

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

plans fires, and assists camp commanders in establishing artillery require-
ments. During this period frequent uirlift of Force light and medium artil-
lery wiite nas proven effective. This type support at rrek Klok, Tong le
Chon, Song Be, Bu Dop, Minh Thann and Loc Ninh achieved highly satisfactory
results. PForce Artillery now plays a significant role in the defense of
SP/CIDG camps as well as in the support of various 3F/CIDG operations.

5 (C) Proxrams to Increase the accuracy of aArtillery.

a. There were no changes in the stationing of Metro Stations
during this period. '1he current base camp location of Metro Sections in
II PPORC:V Artillery is at Inclosure 5.

b, Calibration of artillery Pieces. Calibration was conducted
for 151 of 472 Us/FdMaF and 52 ARVN artillery pieces during the reporting
period. Pull over gauge resdings were made on 97 US/F4iAF and 44 ARVN
tubes.

c. Survey. bSurvey control has been extended to 17 RF/PF Lut-
posts supporting fevolutionary Development Teams in III Carps Tactical ione.
Also several defensive conceatrations for each outpost were surveyed. 4
total of 42 survey control points were establisned along dighway 1 in sup-
port of Operation Santa Fe. Five (5) survey control points were establisned
for fire support bases scuth of loc Ninh on 4 13. Otner surveys were com-
pleted for firing batterics at the UMD, Auan Loc and for watch towers und
radars at Tan Son Nmut Airvase. Two (2) survey control points were estub-
lished for the 1st Infantry Division base camp at Di an. Publication and
distrioution of the III CTZ Trig Supplement Addendum was completed. ‘I'ne
ourrent status of survey conirol in III Ci's is shown in Inclosure 6.

6. (C) Adrcraft.

The lack of organic aircraft and aviators continues to have an
adverse effact o1 artillery operations of II FAURCwV Artillery. There
are 10 pilota o 1y 18 orgunic aircraft. Three of these pilots are TY
from the 12th Coml «t aviation Group. Ulaily mission observation aircraft
have been reduced irom 11 to 6 with no compensatory reduction in the area
of responsibility for visual reconnaissance.

7. (C) Countermortar.

a. Hq II FPORCZY Artillery conducteu an informal study of all
reported mortar attacks that occurred in the III Corps Tactical smne during
December 1967 and January 1968, The purpose of this survey was to determine
any significant trends in the enemy's conduct of mortar attacks.

b. The issue of an AN/MP«-4 radar to the 24Tth Radar Detachment
in mid-}ovember and subsequent posjtioning at Cat lai facilitated tne posi-
tioning of the 199th LIS radar to support its base camp area and Bien loa
Airbase, and permitted return of 25th Infuntry Divisicn radar to the control
of that organisation. The 101st airborne Vivieion arrived witn ) counter-
mortar radars which are being used in suppart of operaitions. ‘here are 22

CONFIDENTIAL
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countermurtar radars in II FFORCEV TaOl.

8. (C) MOE for artillery.

This headquarter's previous operational report discussed the reviev
and standardization of TUn's for all divieion artillery and Force artillery
battalions as well as the force Artillery Group Headquarters and Force
Artillery Headyuarters. All standardized TOt's for the Porce and divisicn
artillery battalions have subsequently been approved by Departmemnt of the
Aruwy and their jmplementation is expected in the near future. These star-
dardized TOR's will esignificantly increase the effectiveness of artiller;
units. approval of the TUE's for artillery group headquarters and Force
Artillery lsadyuarters is pending.

9. (C) Vrublications. The following significant publications devel-
oped to further the effectiveness of Il FruU.CkV artille-~y were published:

a. II Field Force Vietnam Artillery Tactical Standing Operating
procedures (TaC U0OP) was published 21 January 1968. This SOP provides
guidance and operational concepts for I1 Field Force Artillery and where
applicable, artillery with II Field Force, concerning administrative
operational and logictiical functions. A copy of the S(¥ is at Inclosure 7.

b, II r'ield Force Vietnam Regulation 350-1, subject, Train.ing,
duted, 21 Decemuver 1967, has been published to establish policy and provide
guidance in planning, conducting and supervising the military training of
individuals assigned, attached or OPCON to this command. A copy of this
regulation is attached at Inclosure 8.

¢, II Field Force Vietnam CONDIDENTIAL Regulation 525-1, subject,
Uniform Target Designation System, dated 7 December 1967, was published to
provide target designation procedures intended to minimize confusion, assure
troop safety, insure rapid identification of targets and assist in coordins-
tion of fires. A copy of this regulation is at Iuclosure 9,

d. II Fisld Force Vietnam CONFIDENTIAL Regulation 525-16, dated
23 August 1967, subject, Defense Against Rocket Attacks, with changes 1 and
2, dated 19 Sept 67 and 29 Oct 67 respectively, was published to improve the
defenses of US/FWHAP in III CTZ against rocket attacks. The regulation es-
tablishes certain fire coordination und communications procedures and out-
lines many active and passive countermeasures to be taken to preclude and/or
minimize the effects of rocket attacka. a copy of this regulation is at
Inclosure 10.
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SECTION II, PART 1 - QdSsRVATIONS (Jessons Learned).
1+ (U) Personnels None.
2. (C) Opergrions:
a, FIRING PROCEDUR 53
Items Clearance of Pires.

Discussions The need Lo protect frisndly, innocent civilians
and their property, plus the requirement :o0 provide a degree of sufety to
friedly military forces from inadvertent attack has caused the evolution
of a joint agresment in tae III CTZ, between ARVN and US/IMMAF officials.
Before fires may be delivered, oxcept when trnops are in contact with the
enemy, firing elements are required to have bo*h civilian and milits~.
clearance. The actual clearance of firee im azcomplished at the lcwest
poesible levels; e.g., sub-sector and U3 battaiion for wrtillery fires.
Unit commanders in contact with the enemy are not rejuired to have clear-
ance before firing.

Gobservations 4 joint written agreement provides for common
terainology and simplified procedures for clearance of fires and thus re-
duces misunderstandings and accidents to a4 minimum. A ocopy of the joint
agreemant between CG, II FFORCEV and CG, III Corps is attached at Inclosurs
1.

b. ARTILLERY SUPPRT

Items Artillery Support for Special Foroes and Civilian
Irregular Defense Groups.

Discussign: luring this reporting period, as artillery sup-
port requirements for SF/CIDG units increased, this hesdquarters found it
increasingly more difficult to plan for, coordinate, ma provide timely
ard effective artillery suppart for SF/CIDG units. an officer from Foroe
Artillary was attached to Company a, Sth Special Forces on a full time
basis. This officer performs an important liaison function between II
FFORCEV Artillery and Company i, Sth Special Forces Headquarters.Hs pro-
vides advice on the employment of artillery, plans fires and assists camp
commandere in establiching artillery requirements.

Qbgarvations Frlacing a Force Artillery lLiaison Officer at
the Speciel Forces control headquarters has significantly emhanceéd the

plonning and coordination of artillery support for SF/CIDG Camps within
I1I Cra.

3 (C) Training and Qraanizations
a. QRUANIZATION QF ART

Items A fouwr firing battery 105am artillery battalion.

CONFID()ENTIAL
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Discussions In November 1967 this beadquarters developed a
fourth battery concept, whioh requires that Fosce Artillery 105am battalions
be capable of deploying a fourth firing battery solely from internal rescur-
ces. An exampls of this concept in use is tho artillery support presently
being provided the 5th ARVN Rangsrs in the CMD by the 2nd Bm, 13th Arty
(105uaf). Two batteries from the battalion have been fragmented giving an
organization of three 4-gun batteries and one 6-gun battery. The three
4-gun batteries have been deployed in the CMD while the remaining battery
is available for support missions throughout 111 CT4. The CMD mission is
ideal for this organization due to the requiresent for seai-permanent battery
locatious and existing overlapping coverage. This conocept has beenr extended
to include 155am battalions.

0. GUNNERS' TEY'S aND PROFICILNCY TEYLS
Jtems FOC and Howitcer Section hvaluation.

Discussjons II Pield Force Regulation 350-1, 21 Decesber 1967,
(Inclosure 8) prescribea the quarterly proficiency testing of FiC persomnel,
and the adminisiration of the Artillery Gunners Qualification Tests to xey
personnel of the howitzer sections. Company grade artillery officers will
be administered both tests.

bserva: 8 The quarterly testirg and evaluation facilitates
training new personnel, maintains proficiency in FUC and hovitzer section
personnel, and serves as an aid in reducing incidents resulting from personnel
eITOor.

4. (V) telligence:

COUNTERMORT AR
It a3 Enemy Mortar Tecaniques.

Discussions An informaul survey .. .epurted cnemy attacks that
occurred in the III Corps Tactical Zone during Decexber 1967 and January 19606
revealed significant trends in the enemy's conduct of mortur attacks. 7The
enemy concentrates his attscks on Fire Support Putrol Bases, base camps snd
air setrips. Most of the attacks occur during meal hours and at night prior
to moanrise or after moonset. The enemy has shown a tendency to fire a
short but intense volley of rounds on ths target and then tuke ocover to
avoid Allied countermortar fires. When the fires have ceased, the enemy em-
erges and oontinues the mortar attack. ‘fhe enemy reacts to friendly imour-
sions into traditionsl ememy strongholds oy shifting his mortar effort to that
area. This tactic wus clearly demonstrated after the implementation of Oper-
ation Yellowstons on 8 December 1967. Prior to the beginning of the operatiom,
snsay mortar sttacks vere centered in the Song Be area. After the start of
Operation Yellowstons, .he enemy shifted his mortar effort against fire sup-~
port bases in the Ysllowstone Area of Operations.

Qbpervaticns The folloving actions should be takun to niniuise
the effectiveness of the enemy's mortar attacks:

7
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a. Maintzin maximum disperaion and protection during meal hours.

b. When receiving sporadic mortar attacks, fire countermortar
fires intermittently.

¢. Maintain maximum alertness just prior to moonrise and just
af ter moonset.

d. Upon the occupation of a position , take immediate mmagures
for protection against mortar attacks. As a minimum overhead cover sh-uld
be available for every man before any troop rest is permitted.

5. (U) Logistica:
MAINT INANCE

l1tenm: Maintenance Assistance Team.

Discuasign: Difficulty has been encountered in maintaining
Prescrib»d Load List (PLL) an' 'The Army sonipmert Record System (TAEAS)
forms at battery level. These two areas had been identified as problem areas
during organization:l and supply inspections. A maintenance assistance tean
has been organized under the S4. This team visited the batteries in their
field locations and through an instruct and correct procedure, improved the
maintenance records of Force Artillery Ynits,

Obgervation: A muintenance assistance team is an effective
means of improving maintenance and maintenance procedur~s in subordinate
units.

6. (U) Uther: None.



SECTION II, PART 2 - RECOMMINDATIONS.
1. (U) personnels licne.
2. (v) rationss None.

3. (U) Training and Organization: None.
4 (U) telligences None.

5. (U) igticss

REFAIR PARTS
Jtems Repair parts for deadlined artillery weapous.

Discussions Exce 'sive delays continue to be experienced in
obtaining repair parts fcr deadlined artillery weapons theredy causing ex-
tended periods of downtime. The delays result because of the inability to
quickly determine the availability and location of repuir parts in the

supply systen.

Recommendations That continued effort be exerted at main-
tenance support and supply ecnelons to expedite locating and releasing re-
quired repair parts to using unita.

zfgp«»{ & %’P/ A)’

11 Incl RAYMOND P, MURPHY
1. Org of II FFORCEV ARTY Brigadier General, USA
2. Positioning of I1 FFORCEV ARTY Commanding
3. Arty Coverage
4. Missions
5. Metro Coverage
6. Survey Control
7. II FFORCEV ARTY SOP
8. 1II FFORCEV ARTY REG. 350-1
9. 1II FFORCEV ARTY REG. 525-1

10. 1II FFORCEV ARTY REG. 525-16

11. 1II FFORCEV ARTY REG. 525-9

6. (U) (thers None.




AVFBC-RE-H (25 Peb 68) 1st Ind
SULJECT: Operational Beport - Lessons learned for Quarterly Period Ending
31 January 1968. (RCS CSPOR-65) (UIC W-DHI-BS) (D)
DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96267 8 MAR 1968
THRUs Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-0OT, AFO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief cf Staff for Force Development, Department .f
the Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

l. Subject report is forwarded.

2. This command has reviewed the attached OHLL of the 1I Field Force
Vietnam Artillery and concurs with it.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

)0




AVHGC-DST (25 Peb 68) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Cperstional Report - Lessons Learned for Quarterly Perioud
Ending 31 January 1968 (RCS CSFOR-65) (UIC W-DHI-HS) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETMAM, APO San Francisco 96375 10 MAR 1968

70: Coumander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the guarterly period ending 31 January 1968 from Headquarters,
11 Pield Porce Vietnam Artillery (DH1A) as indorsed,

2, Concur with report as indorsed. Report is considered adequate.

4, A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reportin;
unit through channels,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

L&/ 7'/‘(.,)
%ﬁi UKASAX—”
Captain. AGC
Assistani Adjutant Geperal
Copies furnished:
R, II FPORCEV
HQ, II FFORCEV ARTY
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GPOP-DT (25 Feb 68) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 January
1968 from HQ, II F1ld Force Vn Arty (UIC: WDHLAA) (RCS CSFOR-65)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 25 MAR 1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

A Hstason

K. F. OSBOURN
MA), AGC
At AG

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHTEF:
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VA N OF FURCE

1. The following units are attached to 4y, II FFORCEV Artillerys

a. Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 8th Target aoquisition
Battalion.

2. The following units are under the Operational Comtrol of Il FICUCEV
Artillery:

&, 23d aArtillery Group.
(1) 2d Battalion, 13th arti)lery.
(2) 1st Battalion, 27th ax ..llery.
(3) 2d Battalion, 11tk Artillery. (Btry B & C attached americal VLiv)
(4) 6th Battalion, 27th artillery.
(5) 2d Battalion, 32d Artillery.
b, 54th Artillery Group.
(1) 7th Battalion, 9th artillery.

(2) 24 Battalion, 35tn artillery.

(3) 3d Battalion, 16th Artillery. (Presently attached Amsrical Div)

(4) 1st Battalion, 83 artillery.

(5) 7th Battalion, 8th Artillery. ,
6. 5th Battalion (AW) (SP), 2d artillery.

(1) Battery D (MG), Tist artillery.

(2) Battery I (SIF), 29th artillery.

I3 Inclosure 1
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MISSIONS OF JI FPGHCEV AT
1s 23 arti)iery Group - Gene:el Lupport II FrORCEV and III ARV Corpas.

a. 2 Bn, 13ch arty - Gs-Reinf tst Infantry wiviiion Artillery.
be 2d Ba, 11%h arty - Gs-II FFORCEV.
c. 1at Bn, 27th Arty - Go-Heinf 25tn Infantzy Iivision artillery.
Btry A - GSe-Reinf 1st Inlantry Division artillery.
d. 6th Bn, 27th Arty - GS-Reinf 1st Infantry Division artillery.
e. 2d Bn, 32d arty - (S-Reinf 25th Infantry Division Artillery.
2. 54th artillery Group - General Support II FFURCEV and III1 ARVM Corps.

&. 7th Bny, 9th Arty - GS-Reinf 9th Infantry Division artillery.
b. 2d Bn, 35th arty - GS.

(1) Btry A - GS-Reinf Royal australian artillery.

(2) Btry B - GS-Heinf 18th ARVN vivision artillery.

(3) Bty C = Gu-Reinf 18th ARVN Division artillery.
Ce ¥ Bn, 16th arty - attached americal Division.
d. 1at Bn, 83 arty - GS-Heinf Royal australian artillery.

(1) Btry 4 - GS-Reinf Royal iustralian artillery.

(2) Btry B - GS-Reinf 9th Infantry bivision artillery.

(3) Btry C - GS-Reinf 18th ARVN Division Artillery.
e. Tth Bn, Bth arty - GS.

(1) Btry o - GS-Heinf 1018t (abn) Division artillery.

(2) Btry B - GS-Reinf 9th Infantry Division artillery.

(3) Btry C - GS-Beinf 9th Infantry Division artillery, priority of
fires to Dong Nai Sensitive area.

3. 5th Battalion (AW) (SP), 2d artillery - General Support.

Btry A - Attached 1.t Infantry Division.

Btry B - Attached 25th Infantry Division.

Btry C - Attached 9th Infantry Division.

Bsry D - Qeneral Support.

Btry D - 71st Arty ?ﬂ) General Support.

Btry 1 - 29th Arty (SLT) General Support. Inclosure 4

CUWWGIADED AT 3 YEAR INTHI Missions
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YBANL SECRE l
00D DIt aaAAD ARVERS. _CTLE€
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CONFIDENTAL
1] o LOCATION SCHEDULRD NATO BROADCAST TIMS
1. 1st Inf Div Arty Quan Loi 0200-0800-1400 -2000
2. 9th Inf Div Arty Dong Taa 0200-0800-~1400-2000
3. 25th Inf Div Arty Cu Chi 0600-1200-1800-2400
4. 1st bn, 27th Arty Dau Tieng 0400-1000-1600-2200
S. 6th tn, 27th Arty Phouc Binh 0300-0900-1500-2100
6. 7th B, 8th Arty pien Hoa 0400-1000-1600-2200
7. 6th B, 25th Arty Phouc Vinh 04 30-1030-1630-2230
8. B8th Bn, 25th Arty Ham Tan 0300-0%900-1500-2100
9. 2nd fn, 32nd Arty Prek Xlok 0030-0630-1230-1830
10. 2nd Bn, 75ti. Arty Kuan Lc 0515-1115-1715-2315
11. 1st Hn, 83rd Arty Nui Da: 0400-1000-1600-2200

Computer metro broadcast times are 15 minutes prior to MATO
broadcast times.

Appendix 1 to
Inclosure $

CONFIDENTIAI
1 4

TOWNGRADED AT § YEAR IRTERWALS
DECLASSINED

AFTER 12 YA
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, Il FIELD FORCE VIETNAM ARTILLERY
APO San Francisco 96266

AVFB-FACG £ 1 JAN 1968

SUBJECT: 1I Field Force Vietnam Artillery Tactical Standing Operating
Procedures (TAC SOP)

ro: SEE DISTRIBUTION

l. The II Field Force Vietnam Artillery Tactical Standing Operating
Procedures (TAC SOP) provides guidance and operational concepts for I
Field Force Artillery attachments, and where applicable, artillery with II
Field Force.

2. The TAC SOP includes information which affects the security
of the United States and must be safeguarded accordingly. This SOP may he
reprinted in whole or in part.

3. Comments, recommendations, and suggestions for improvement
are invited and may be submitted to tnis headquartere, ATTN: AVFB-FAC.

Brigadier General, USA
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
5-ea Il FFORCEV ARTY GP
7-ea I FFORCEV ARTY BN
15-1st INF DIV ARTY
15- 9th INF DIV ARTY
15- 25th INF DIV ARTY
15- 101st ABN DIV ARTY
7-2d BN 40th ARTY
2-G3 I FFORCEY
2-HQ Il FFORCEV ARTY
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTARS II FERLD FORCE VIETNAM ARTILLKRY
) APO San Francisce 96266

IOI FFORCEV ARTILLERY STANDING OPERATING PROCKDURKS
Sectien 1, GENERAL
1. PYJRPOSE AND APPLICABILITY

This SOP standardines precedures for all units assigned, attached,
or OPCON te II FFORCEV Arty., Suberdinate and attached unit SOP's will
conform. T3 facilitate operations and minimise errors, subsrdinste units
of I FFORCEV Arty will camply with the provisions of this SOP, Artillery
with II Field Force will centinue to camply with the existing applicable
procedures outlined in this SOP, Where applicable, detailed precedures
for eperations are centained in references cited in this SOP,

2. CHANGES

Changes te this SOP will be accemplished by substitution of pages,
or if minor, by write-in instructions. Recemmendations fer ckhanges to
this SOP will be submitted through command channels.

3. SUPERSKSSION

Except for classified plans and orders, this SOP supersedes all
existing instructions conflicting with it,

4, REFERENCES
References used in the preparation of this SOP are shown in Annex E.
Sectien 1I. PERSONNKL AND ADMINISTRATION
5. ROTATIONAL HUMPS AND INFUSION
New units will be infused during the first six menths in VN so that no
more than 25% of their personnel will depart in the seventh er any mcceeding
month up te the twelfth menth. Additienal infusion will be accomplished not
later than the 12th meath so that not mere than 15% depart in any menth,
Caution will be used ia infusing personnel to meet the stated percentage
when that percentage centains a large mumber af key personnsl. Infusien
status report, see Annex D,

1.
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6. AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

a. Individual Awards, All recommendations will be submitted to
the zppropriate headanarteres withis time frames specified in existing reg-
ulatiens. Except as otherwise indicated, recommendations will be submit-
ted on USARY Form 157-R to arrive in.three copies., Criteria: AR 672-5-1,
USARYV Reg 672-1 and I FFORCEV Reg 672-1,

b, Unit Awards, Recommendatiens will be forwarded threugh Com-
mand channels IAW USARYV Reg 672-3. Criteria: AR 672-1 and USARV
672-3,

7. PROMOTIONS

a. Zalisted Promotions. Knlisted prometions will be JAW AR
600-200 and I FFORCEV Reg 600-200,

b, Recommendations for Officer Promotion. Recommendations
for promotien to CPT, LT and CW2 will be submitted by the appropriate
cemmaander/sectien chief to S1 NLT 20 days prior to date of eligibility for
prometien. DA Form 78 will be used.

8. CASUALTY REPORTING

Casualty reports will be submitted to S1 telephonically not later
than 0700 hours daily, using standard USARV Form 130-R., Negative re-
ports are not required. This does not relieve units of reporting procedures
as required by LSARYV Reg 600-1,

9. PERSONAL EFFECTS OF DECEASED PERSONNKL
Porsonal effects of deceased personnel will be processed JAW
USARY Reg 643-55 and turned in to the nearest graves registration cellec-
tien point. II FFORCEV Artillery units iz the LONG BINH ares will turn
personal effects in at 93d Kvacuation Hospital,
10. PRISONERS OF WAR (MACY Directive 381-11, 4 May 1967)

a, Categeries of PW's. The follswing persons shall be censidered
Prisoners of War:

(1) Any captive member of the North Victnamese Armed Forces
‘or Main Ferce Viet Cong, whether captured in combat or ant.

2.
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13. REST AND RECUPERATATION

Rest and Recuperation (R & R) will be as outlined in Il FFORCEYV R
28-5 und/or USARV Reg 28-5,

14. UNIT MAIL SERVICE

Commanders will establish unit mail service IAW AR 65-75 and
USARYV Reg 65-75

15, REPLACFEMINTS

All officca and enlisted requisitions will be submitted by AG, II
FFORCEY for HHB 1l FFORCEV Arty, HHB 8th Bn 25th Arty and 5th Bn
2d Arty. Artillery groups submit requisitions direct to AG, USARYV.

16. REPORTS
See Annex D, Reports.
Section I11I, INTELLIGENCE
17. TARGET INTELLIGENCE

a. Gcancral The S2 will coordinate the collection, processing, and
dissemination of all information pertaining to potential or actual targets. He
will direct the intelligence effort of artillery agencies and maintain liaison
with higher, lower, and adjacent units t7 exchange information.

b. Sources. All sources of intelligence will be searched to de-
termine the grid locations of '"Hard Targets' such as base camps, bunkers,
and fortified areas. Special emphasis will be placed on obtaining intelli-
gence and probable enemy rocket launching sites and assemnbly areas as
wdT]] as the associated routes of approach and withdrawal in the vicinity of
base camps witnin Il CTZ.

<. Reporting and Correlation. Hard target information will be re-
ported to higher, lower, and adjacent commands, and will be plotted and
correlated with data from other sources. Targets will be selected for at-
tack on a priority basis.

d. Capiured Personnel and Material. All captured personnel or
equipment will be passed expeditiousiy to the nearest US intelligence per-
sonnel for exploitation. This will include ralliers. All informe=ation con-
cerning the date, place, and circumstances of capture will be forwarded.

..
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~ (2) Persons who are captured while actually engaging in combat
or conducting a belligerent act (other than an act or terrorism, sabotage or
espionage) against the Republic of Vietnam, Free World Military Assistance
Forces, or United States Forces.

(3) Persons detained as suspects who are later shown to fall in
categories (1) and (2) above.

b. Custody of PW's. All US military personnel who tasks or have
custody of a Pric yner of War will consider each person in their custody to be
a PW until it has been determined otherwise by competent authority.

¢. Treatment of PW's. US military personuel will insure that FW's
are treated humanely. PW's will be rapidly evacuated to the nearest PW
Collecting Foint for processing.

1. DISCIPLINE, LLAW AND ORDER

a. Military Justice. Administer IAW II FFORCEV Reg 27-2. SJS
will provide assistance. Personnel pending charges or trial will normally
remain on duty with the unit except in cases whe.e physical restraint is
necessary to assure their presence for trial or for individuals charged with
serious offenses such as murder, rape, and robbery. The Staff Judge
Advn:ate (SJA) must approve pretrial restraint in the USARV Stockade.

b. Claims. Claims against the United States which arise from the
activities of II FFORCEV Artillery units under the operational control of II
FFORCEV Arty will be processed IAW pertinent Army Regulations, MACV
Directiveg 25-1, 25-2, and 25-3 and USARV Reg 27-20.

c. Legal Assistance. Personnel with legal problems may obtain
assistance at the nearest SJA office.

d. Provost Marshal) Activities. Units will report crimes and seri-
ous incidents IAW USARV Reg 335-5 and II FFORCEV Reg 335-6. Retention
and registration of war trophies will be IAW USARV Reg 643220, Off limits
areas will be as designated by I FFORCEV Provost Marshal.

12. LEAVES AND PASSES

See USARV Reg 630-1

Jo
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e. Escape and Evasion, Escapees and evaders that are recovered
by I FFORCEV Artillery units will be passed into US intelligence channels
immediately,

18, COUNTER MORTAR - COUNTER ROCKET OPERATIONS

a. Status, Status is active unless otherwise announced. Hostile
mortars/rockets will be attacked as soon as target information is sufficient
to permit accurate fires. In the event hostiie mortar/rocket locaticns can-
not be immediately determined; preplanned counter-mortar/rockets will be
fired within five (5) minutes after initiation of attack.

b, Preplanned Targets, Preplanned countermortar programs for
each base camp will be predared to be fired on call., Prior tiring clearance
will be obtained whenever possible,

c. Criteria. Criteria for confirmed and suspect mortar/rocket
locations for each base camp will be published and updated periodically,

d. Responsibjlity. Force Artillery S2 will maintain the counter-
mortar/rocket records as prescribed by current directives,

e. Reporting. All countermortar information (to include locations
in adjacent divisions's sones) will be reported to Force Artillery S2, Sub-
sequent to mortar or rocket attack upon a base camp or air base, SHELLREP
information will be obtained as soon as possible and will be forwarded to
HQ II FFORCEYV Arty,

19, RECONNAISSANCE AND OBSERVATION

a. Tactical Air Reconnaissance,

(1) Requests for TAC Air Recon missions will be submitted to
this Headquarters IAW II FFORCEV Reg No 95-1, dtd 24 Oct 67,

(2) I FFORCEV Form 220-R, dtd 24 Oct 67 will be completed
IAW I FFORCEV Reg No 95-1, dtd 24 Oct 67.

b. y_inual Reconnaissance,

(1) I FFORCEYV Artillery S2 will assign areas of VR responsi-
bility.

5.

]



(2) Units will conduct daily pre.light briefing and flight de-
briefings oi aerial observers.

(3) Observers and pilots will report enemy activity to the Ar-
tillery Groups, which will in turn pass the information to this headquarters.
Routine information will be included in the daily VR report. Unusual sight-
ings will be forwarded to this headquarters as expeditiously as possible.

c. Ground Observations.

(1) Direct support units will coordinate coverage with adjacunt
units.

(2) Reinforcing units will observe as required by reinforced
anit,

(3) I FFORCEV Artillery general support units will observe as
directed by II FFORCEYV Artillery,

20. SURVEY

a. General. The HHB, 8th Target Acquisition Battalioa, 25th Ar-
tillery, will provide common survey control for all I FFORCEYV Artillery
anits. The Survey Information Center will be estublished in the vicinity of
I FFORCEYV Artillery Headquarters. Files will be maintained of all exist-
ing fourth order or higher survey control in the III Corps Tactical Zone, and
for the tie-in points in adjacent areas. Trig lists will be prepared and dis-
tributed periodically. The SIC will maintain an operations map showing all
existing survey control points in the sone. Coordination with Force topo-
graphical engineer unit will be made to insure a complete exchange of all
survey data.

b. Starting Control. Map inspection or assumed data will be used
by units until commeon control is established. Direction will be determined
by astronomic observations or by gyro asimuth,

c. Requests for assistance. Requests for surve) control or assis-
tance by assigned or attached units will be directed to the S2, I FFORCEV
Artillery,

21. SECURI1 ! OF INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS

6.
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8. Security of Information.

(1) Conferences, briefings and discussions which include classi-
fied defense information will be conducted in the most secure facilities avail-
able,

(2) All personnel possessing a security clearance will be briefed
at least gemi-annually on AR 380-5 and other pertinent security regulations.

() The articles of the Code of Conduct will be brought to the
attention of each soldier.

(4) Repert all pertinent details of unauthorised disclosure of
classified information to S2, I FFORCEYV Artiliery.

(5) The Security Control Officer and Crypto Security Officer will
be notified immediately of breaches of crypto security. Notification will also
b e made through this headquarters to Crypto Security Officer of HQ USARYV
and HQ MACYV as noon as possible,

(6) Couriers will possess a security clearance equal to or higher
than the material which is being carried. Documents will be receipted for
only by use of authorised receipts by properly cleared personnel.

b. Security of Documents and Materials. Applicable regulations per-
taining to security of documents and materials will be strictly adhered to.

22. COUNTER INTELLIGENCE

a. General. All units will take appropriate measures to deny the
enemy information of their activities, locations, and disposition. All units
will be alert constantly to the counterintelligence aspects of their operations
and will effect maximum security measures appropriate to the situation.

b, Subversion and Ispionage Directed Against US Army (SAEDA)Re-
ports. Report incidents involving dissemination of anti-US propaganda and
rumors concerning military operations to Force Artillery S2. Units will
report incidents of sabotage or suspected sabotage to nearest security per-
sonnel and to S2, I FFORCEYV Artillery, by the most expeditious means
available. To the extent possible, all reports will answer the following
questions concerning the incident: '"What, where, who, when, in what
strength, and extent of damage''., ''Extent of Damage' will not be sent in
the clear.

7-
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c. Sign & Countersigr. 5ign and countersign system will be uti-
lized to establish identity of friendly elements or persons, particularly
during darkness or during periods of reduced visibility,

d. Screening of unit areas. Command posts and key facility areas
will be screened prior to and after being occupied. Subsequent to displace-
ment, areas will be searched to determine if classified material or other
items which could identify the units or reveal information of value to the
enemy have been 1-ft behind.

23, MAPFPS

a. Responsibility, II FFORCEV Arty S2 has staff supervision over
distribution and storage of maps within Headquarters, I FFORCEV Arty,

b, Stockage. An adequate stock of maps for planning and for im-
mediate tactical requirements will be maintained.

c. Requests. Requests for maps will be processed by the S2 and
may be submittedin person, by phone, or by written DF, Format for map
requests should include map scale, sheet number, and quantity desired.
Requests for maps will be handled at any time.

24, REPORTS

See Annex D, Reports.

Section IV, OPERATIONS
25. ARTILLERY GUNNERY

a. Fire Direction,

(1) When practicable, technical firing data will be primarily
computed by the FADAC or by using a surveyed firing chart, scale 1:25,00Q
Tactical Fire Direction will be exercised on a 1:50, 000 scale battle map or
map substitute, All firing charts will have the 6400 mil capability.

(2) Limiting data will be obtained from all artiliery headquarters
controlling the area or areas within fire capabilities of the fire unit, This
includes both US and ARVN artillery headquarters, and coordination and
laison viaits will be accomplished by all units to insure that the limiting data
is received and continually updated. Limiting data will include 2s a minimum;

3y
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(a) No Fire Zones.

(b) Villages and Hamietas.

(c) ARVN installations, RF/PF outposts and base camps.
(d) 1000 meter Buffer Zones.

(3) All limiting data will be posted on both the primary firing
chart and the check chart. Commanders will insure that Loth charts are
continually updated and kept current,

(4) Registrations will be conducted as soon as possible after
occupation. Any restrictions on registrations by this headquarters will be
acknowledged.

(5) Fire for effect missions will be fired with the best data
available, (i. e., applicable MET, VE, base piece displacements, aad dc-
flection corrections applied).

(6) Artillery Groups and Artillery with the Force, not having
organic artillery calibration capability, will request support through II
Field Force Artillery (S3 Operations).

b. Artillery Safe Fire Procedures.

Responsibilities: Commanders will:

(1) Publish SOP's appropriate to the level of command detailing
the procedures to be followed within the command to insure that fires de-
livered by indirect fire weapons are accurate, timely, and safe.

(2) Institute continuing programs to train all personnel involved
in the conduct of fire to a high level of proficiency.

(3) Designate a responsible individual at each firing battery to
observe for friendly aircraft during firing. This individual will have no
other duty, The observer will be positioned so that he has the best un-
obstructed view of the battery front, and will have land line communications
to the battery executive officer's post. Check Fire will be called anytime
friendly aircraft approach the danger area.
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(4) Insure that units operating in close proximity to or within
populated areas have a competent interpreter available to assist in informing
the civil populace of necessary information, questioning of personne}, or
other actions incident to the operation,

c. Accident/Incident Report. See I FFV Reg 335-5, dtd __ Jan 1968

26, METEOROLOGY

a. General. The ballistic metro message (NATO) will normally
consist of 11 lines., The Computer Metro message for FADAC will consist
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