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', SEGTION 1: Significont Organization or init Activities E “3
‘ 1. Mission: he mission of thz 17¢h Combat syiation Group is to _ i%
" provide aviation support as directed to vpited states, Ammy of the Republic Nt}
J > of Vietnan, anél other Free Jorld Milit.ry wssistance Torces for the conduct ! ;;
i‘ 12501‘ golilbat, logistical or other counterinsugency opcrabions.
. vy
‘ WL 2, Organization and Strengths as of 8L July 1966, i
o e
| w e a. Group Organization. bt
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§ be Group Strength
= STRENGTHS AUTH/ASG |
i Unit . ort " wo ™
,{;ﬂ Hq 17th P ' 23/28 ,, 6/5 86/77
ﬁ 10th Avn Bn . 146/250 RR7/135  1510/1626 -_ ;
m;j 14th Avn Bu 163/210 166/111 1488/1517 o
” 52nd Avn Bn  124/160 128/87 1048/502
225rd Avn Bn _1/8 " 2/0 88/17
TOTAL 477/842 . 552/316 4216/4139
 ce Aviator Strengths.
| AUTH 90%/ASG : !

1_ Unit - 7 :

! dq 17th Avn Cp 18/28 ;!

1 10th Avn Bn 286/294 \} '

i’ 14th Avn Bn 2€0/296 E

i 52nd Avn Bn 247/246 E

!{ 223rd Avn Bn 16/5 E

, T0TAL ~ 857/879 i

:l 3. Compand roelationsiip. .

'_ as Col John 4, Marr, Infantry, assumed commsnd of the 1l7th ;

.Combat Aviation Group on 4 June 1966, from Col Zerald . Shea, Infantry.

The changs of commnand ceremony was attended by Major <“eneral Harry W.0.
Kinnard, Commanding General, I FTORCEV; ihjor Ceneral John 4, liorton,
Cozmmndlm_., General, dst Air Cavalry Division; Brigadier General Charles
Symroaki, Artillesy Officer, I FFORCEV and Brigadier General George P. Seneff,

. Commanding General, lst Aviation Brigade. Col Shea was awarded the Legion of
- Mexit.
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be Change of command within subordinate units during this period
were:

(1) On 23 vy 1966 Lt Col Samuel G. Kalagin, Infantry, assumed
command of the l4th Combat Aviation Battalion from Major ilonald J. Reogers,
Infantry.

(2) On 21 June 1966 Lt Col Foy Rice, Infantry, assumed command
of the 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion from Lt Col Robert W. Cody, Infantry.

(3) On 12 July 1965 Lt Col 3,L. Harrison, Infantry, assumed

command of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion from Lt Col Alvert J. Fern,
Infantry.

4, Qrgonizational changes:

a. 183rd Reconnalssance Airvlane Com;uny (0-1): This unit closed
at Dong Ba Thin, RVN on 8 Junc 1966, was assigned to the 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion, and hecame operational on 15 July 18Co. Thc mdssicu of this unit
is to provide aircraft in support of the visucl recconniissance “rogram in the
?3rd ARYN Division area and aircraft in zeneral support of 118 Forces in
combat operations. 4 platoon from the 219th Aviation Commany was attached to
the 183rd Aviation Company.

b. 28lst Aviation Company (AfL) (UI-1): This wnit closed at Nha
Trang, RVN, on 8 June 1966 and was assioned to the 10th Combat Aviation
Tattalion. Upon arrival, the unit absorbed the assets of the Znd platoon,
171st Aviation Company (AlQ:) and Operational Control. of the Compny was
passed to the Commanding Officer, 5th US Special Forces Group, with head-
quarters at Nha Trang, RVE,

ce 282nd Aviation Company (AML) (UH-1): This unit closed at Qui
Whon, RVi{, on 8 June 1966 and was assigned to the 14th Combat Aviation
Battalion. Upon arrival, the unit absorbed the assets of the Rnd platoon,
172nd Assault 'elicopter Company and was given the mlssion of providing
support to tus advisory efforv in I and IT Corps.

ds 179th Aviation Company (AMM): This unit arrived in country on
25 July 1966 and staged at Dong Ba Thin, RVNe The unit is presently in the

process of moving to a permanent base at Pleiku, RVN and 1s expected to be
operational on 31 August 1966,
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R, Narrative Summary of Significant Operations:

Group units participated in the following major oner:tions:

PEAATI TS 134738 G ITS 3JP-C2TED
AUSTIN VI 117th Avn Co 1 May - 18 May 1/101 Abn Div
. 12%th Avwn Co .

48th Avn Co

FILINORD 129th A'm Co 25 May ~ 21 Jul 23 ROX Mar Rde
16lst Avn Co 2/327 Abu Inf Bn

PAUL REVERE 155th Avn Co 10 May - 3L iay 3/25 Inf Div
170th Avn Co
119th 4vn Co

PAUL REVERE Il 119th Avn Co 1 Jun - Continuing 3/25 Inf Div
155th Avn Co
170th Avn Ge
129th Avn Co

YATHORNE 48th Awm Co 2 Jun - 20 Jun L/10L pbn Div
117th Awn Co _ APACHT Teams

129th Avn Co
161lst Avn Co

BEAURE GARD 48th Awm Co 24 Jun - 15 Jgul 1/10L Abn Div
: 117th 4va Co APACHE Teuams
129th Avn Co -
JOMM PATY, JONES 48th Awvn Co 21 Jul ~ Continving 1/101 4bn RDiv
117th Awn Co 2d w04 aur Dde

While the above operations were in vrogress, various obher smaller
operations conducted by Vietnamese and Rorean Armed Forces were supported.
Assets ranging from an airmobile platoon for Zagle rFlights to company size
airmobile units for batialion operations were shifted to .support planned
ARVN and ROY operations and to exploit targets of opporiunity. In addition,

.adreraft wore also provided in support of Oper.tion hastings conducted oy the
IIT Marine Amphibious Force in i Corps,

6 Siynificunt Activitles:

a« Loglstical activities

(ﬂ(// / ",/ 4,//) [f“ /41/ /"/J,,

S, i L L ST S RS




5o

o WL

W n L L Eh wTm e

L]

ey

waagti

P

FNS AT e Ty

{ ,r‘ 4-._; yys ,I R
(e \./,\/1’:1' e, ¥ 1 77

v

@) s¢

(a) A s0il stabilization program utilizing peneprime has
been initiated by this hedquarters at forward airfields to recduce the sand
and dust problems. The rcduction of this problem should Fncrcase main rotor,
tail rotor and engine life of Ul-1 helicopters when operating in this type
environient,

(b) Tae cstablishment of forward support elements within
each major operational area has relieved the aviation units of maintaining
large quantities of supplics, thus reducing the administrative burden. In
addition, it has allowed for the rapid shifting and massing of aviation assets
without the corresponding movement of large quantities of suppliese

(2) Maintcnance activities:

(a) An aireraft aurment tion mcka~e consisting of 7
Wi-1N's was received by three of the 10 assigrned s Labion companics (A1)
rith the remaining companies nrogramied to be auw-rented in Ausust, Septeinber
and October. r'hen completed this aumentiriion will enable tue coipany to
1ift the combat elements of a rifle comuany in one sortie.

(b) Average aircraft availlability rate was 77.4 during
the reporting period. Average IWP rate was 7,45 while tine EDI rate for the
group was 15.9.

(3) Aviotion Medicing:
(a) Aeromedical Facilities:

1 Camp liolloway openod a new dispensary housing the
consolidated 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion medical section, 94th Medical
Detachitent (OA), and the 755th Medical Detachment (0A). This dispensary
provides a fixed facility to the Camp Holloway Army Airfield complux capable
of complete flight physical examination with the exception of X-ray.

2 Dong Ba Thin~ The comgletion of the consolid:ted
aviation dispensary has provided a fix.d medical facility to the rapidly
exnanding Army Airfie’d. The units oper:ting from this facility include the
10th Combat Aviation Battalion medical section, 130th Medical detachment (0A),
and the 43%rd liedical Detachment (O4).
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3 Phu Tai - Lane Arny Airfield. The 14th Combat
Aviation Battalion, having completed it's move to Lane Army Airfield, is
currently constructing a new cantonment arca., The program calls for a
consolidated dispens iy for the 14th Combat Aviation Rattalion Medical Section,
and the 756th Medical Detochment (CA)s Azain this facility is cepable of
providing arca coveragk and a fixed base for all airmobile operaticns.,

4 A1l airmoblle cperations are supported in the field
by aid st:tions cetablished at the loading zone or the staging area. The
combination of a fixed facility capable of complete flipht physicals at the
airfield plus the highly mobile, rapidly uostablished, acromedical aid station
in support of ocmbab operations has proved highly successful in total
aeromedical care.

be Signal:
(1) Communications

(a) Planned exnpansion of telephoune circuits has been
completed with the installation of circuits to control aud coordinating active
ities involved in providing aviation support from this group. (Sce inclosure
2 ~ Telehone Diagram).

(b) Secure telctyne circuits have x1lsc been expanded to
provide page-copy service for clagsified combat orders and revorts, Iaximam
use of cxisting circuits has besn accomplished by relaying messages tirrough
1 FeORCEV facilities to Army Aviation ilements co-located ulth the I and
II Sorps Tactical Operations Centers. (Soe inclosurc 3 =~ Teletype Diagrai) e

(R) TOE Equipment and Persounel.

(a) As the develooment of required comimunic:bticns progressed,
equipment and persomnel inadequacies became evident. A MIOE is now being
procassed bto provide tlic Crouwp Hendquarters with essential personnel and
equipment to adequately perform the coammunicotions mission, Conecurrent action
has besn initlated to obtain essential ecquipment throush submission of USARV
Form 47 (Request for Bquipment in dxcess of Authorized Allowance) since it is
rocognized that MICE approval canunot be accomplished in time to mect lsmediate
needs, Preucnt operations are sustalned through utilization of cquipment
borrowed from Jocal uwnits. L ’

(b) TOR shortazes in alternating and direct current
generators seriously impairs the capability to operate communicatlons equip~
ment if deployed to tectical field locations. Present operation is depondent
upon commercial A.C, power, Emerzency power is provided by one 1.5 X4
A.C. generator borrowed from I IO :CEV.
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¢, Safely Activities:

(1) During the reporting period there was a sinnificant rise in
0-1 accidents within the command. This is attributed partly to the large
turnover of aviabtor personnel in the 0-1 com:anies., Continued cm-ohiasis
is being vlaced on unit dransition % :ining programs and sroficiency check:,

(2) Onc mid-air ¢ollis)on occurcd during the month of June at
Tuy ioa involving an UH~13 -from the 13lst Assault Helicopter Coupany and a
Wi-18 from the lst Cav Division. 3Zight crew members lost their lives and
both aircralt were destroyed. In July anothor mid-air collision occured
involving a O-1 and UH-1D helicopter. Seven lives were lost ond both aireraft
wore destroyeds The O-1 had ne obscrver aboard which may have been a signif~
icont factor in the accident.
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will not be flown withoutl observers.

(3) The month of June with an accicuut rate of 15.9, was the
lowest accident rate of any month sinco thc irou-

rate and combat attrition for the reportin: period is wepicted below.

AIRCRAFT ACCIDIINTS

MOMTH R/W  FW TOTAL _ RATE FATALITIES
MAY 5 3 3] 33,6 2
JUNE 1 3 ¢4 15,9 4
JULY ¢ 3 7 : 7

SECTION II:

COMBAT ATTRITION

0N RAT FA [OTAL FATALITINS
MAY 3 ok 3 0
JULE 0 2 2 0
JULY 1 2 - 3 2

2 iissing in action

Lessons Learned and Commanders lecommendations:

l. Lossons Learned.
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a. Item: Transport:tion MPookings for CO.S Returnees

Discussion: Responsibility for booking tiansporlation for
individvals returnineg to GrLUS was delegrted to this lLiesdquarters during the
month of July 1968, The efficiency and rusponsiveness of this procedure is
totally dependent on the accuracy of the resorting of known losses by the
battalions. Since neither the battalions nor this headquarters arc staffed
to handle the workload imposced, the systeu initially failed to meet the demand.
As a resultv, many departures were delaoyed due to lack of booking spaces.
Internal adjustinents were made in the revorting proccdures and systems were
refined so that now a fairly responsive program is in efiect, “Workloads,
however, have incrreased considerably and manpower in exccss of TOE authoriza-~
tion has boen added to accomodate this load. .

Observation: The coordination mectings which were held at HQ TS'RV to assist
iu implementing this czhance of responsibility failed to provide enough infor-~
mation in sufficient time to allow the plonnins ncecenshry for a smcoth change-
over. The problems uncovered have solved tiiomsclves 't the oxpense of
departing personnel.

be Item: Won-receipt of Assiinment Instructions. :

Discussion: Distribution of assipmacnt instructions to the
batitalions where orders arc published has been uns tisfactory. Thile improve
ments have been made in the last month of this quartcr, situations where
ingtructions are received just prior to DFROS are still foo common. The
resulting versonal hardships have had an cxtremely unfrvor-ble efifcct on
morale. The delays have beun commion to officers and warrant officers up
to the nrade of major and all prades of enlisted nen. The' system of report-
ing individuals for reassignment hos been closely monitored by this head-
quarters but has failed to obtain the desircd results.

Obsaervation: A sensc of urgency must be attached to the handling of assipn-
msnt instructions at all levels of comnmand throughout USARV to cnsure thab

once assignments are received from Departiment of the Army They are expeditious-
1y processod to the individual.

cos Item: Recommendation for award of the Air Medal for Sustained
Operations.

Discussion: The administrative burden placed on aviation companies
by the requiroment tc snbmit a detalled accounting of flight tiie and missions
on a USARV Form 131 is cumbersome. Jork copies of this form are maintained
in tho individual's {light record. “hen sufficient hours/mlssions are
accumlated, the company commander or his designated reprosentative should
be authorized to verify the accuracy of this information and simply cortify
that the requirements of the remulation have been met, The work copy of -
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the form would then be maintained on file until orders are published effecting
the aw:.rd. Such a precedure would alleviate considerably the clericol work-
load and expedite the procesuin< of awards.

Obscrvation: A letter expressing Lals rceormmendation hins been forw-rded
to the lot Aviation Bripode on 21 July,

de Item: TFlying Bvaluation Doarcs for Individuals who Yolunt.rily
Request Relief from FMlying Status,

Discussion: This herdquarters has been required to convene
four Flying ivaluation oards to review cascs where aviators have voluntarily
requested redlief from flying st:bus, AR 600-107 provides that Department
of the Army may waive the Board requirament vihen it is in the best interest
to the Army and without prejudice to the individual. Mhoen rogquests for
vaiver of Board action have becn Tor-rirded, a stricl interureixtion of the
word "prejudice" has evidently cuused a roluct-nee to walve the board reguire-
ments.  Approval. of an aviatoris roquest to Lo rocoved from flight sbatus
without Joard action should be more Hrejudicicl vo ulic individuel than

oproval of his request afber an appe-rance pefore a Doard,

Obscrvation: Aviators who voluntzrily veguest relief from flying status
and indefinibe suspension should not be required to appoar bofore a Flying
Evalvation Hoard.

e¢o JTtem: POM Reguisitions

Discussion: Tho shipment of the 16lst and 170th sviation
Comganics (AML) teo Vietnam with Minimum Ussential Zquipment (Med) and
remainder of cquipnent on POM requisition has not accomulished what was
programed. Tracer action Indicates POM requisitions have Leon shipped from
COWUS but in most cases these items have not been roceivod b the owning umit.

Observabion: Units should not he deplored to WV without their major items
of cquipment until the supply system is morc res;onsive.

fo Tbem: Aviator Fatirue

Discussion: Uor the Amay aviator in combrt operations in 2V
the syndrome of fatipuc lias become a eritical problem. Factors contributing
arc heat, ¢ ration mo.ls, living in insecure arcas, limited laundry and
bathing facilities, and stressful {lyin~ situ~tion i.c., combat and wo-ther.
IP'urther, positive wmotivation of the aviator is weukened by consideration of
rapid roturn to the combat zonc,

Obgervationt The flight surgeon must continue close personal surveillonce

and adviss the commander of his findings and noke timely recommendations
as to the fatigue level of the individual aviator.
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2. Item: O-1 Accicdents

NDiscugsion: The increase of 0-1 accidents durinz the period
was due »nartly to the large turnover of aviation personnel, and a shortage
vithin the cawpanies of school traincd instructor pilots.

Obgervation: An immedi te adjustment of qualified O~l instructor pilots be
made throughout Victnam so that cach O<L cowpany will have a minimum of one
to carry out transition training and conduct a pilot proficiency program,

he Item: Mid-air collisions:

Discussion: Cne of the two midealr collisions that occured
involving a O=1 a2nd a Ud~lD may have been oreventec if an observer had been
aboard tho 0=-1.

Observation: Visuwal reconnaissance missioci's shosld be flownr with an aerial
obuerver aboard. It is impossible for the avintor to control tho aircraft,
kcep a lock out for other aircraft and maie visuvcl chiscrvation on the ground.

i, Item: Free Loader parts supply.

Dicscussion: This scheduled parts air delivery service will
reduce the time required to obtain new parts for units and roturn repairables
for quick turnaround, thus vrovidine aviation units iith supnly support
nocoSazry, The aviatien units do not have assigned aireraft for this
mission and the use of the Iree~loader eliminates the necessity of taking
airceraft away from combit operations thus materially assisting the aviation
units in successfully accomplishing their assigned mission.

Obgervation: ‘The Free-Loader supnly systom greotly conhances maintenance
throughout Group and must be maintained to eliminate unnecessary adaine
istrative flights on combat aircraft.

J« Item: OVl Mohawk Ejection Se:t Survival Kit

Discussion: The 131lst Aviation Company is operating on single

ship, lony ronze missions over hostile territory. The ejection scat, lMartin
Baker MKJ5D, is capable of carryin~ a so-t survival kit, but nonc arc cwrrently
availablos Sunply of the kits is expected late in Aupust.

Observation: That emphasis be placed on providing the OV-~1 pilots with the
required cjection scat survival kit as soon as possible.

R+ Commanders Recommendations:
a. Chest Protectors.

10
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(1) Problem: Air mobile lipght units have deployed to RVN
without chest protectors for aireraft cirews.

(2) Recommendation: Chest prebectors be issued to wnits in
the states prior to deployument. ’

b. (unners for Hellcopter Companies

(1) Problem: Aviation units that require gunners deploy to
RVN without gunners.

() TNecommendation: unners should be assigned in COMUS and
trained with the unit prior to deployment.

Cs Survivel Radio

- {1) Problem: The GitC~10 rudio uszd by US Army pilots utilizes
a UlIF frequency of 243,0. Army aireraft hiave no ddrcction finding capability
to locate source of a UEF frequency.

(2) Reocommendation: A FM survival radio be developed or army
alreraft bo given a UHF homing sapability.

L f/f(/f’}fd‘t"
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% GROUP PERFORMANCE
- HOURS SCRTIES . CARGO -(Tous) PAX
o : May  RW 13908 41579 2429,0 58425
ot : : o 9714 - 10682 3277,0 23998

b
-
k.3

TOTAL 23602 [pTan 5706,0 . 8423

SEE S

- June RV 14335 45024 3141,1 §4028
: 2 10533 10605 206724 - 26875
# TOTAL 24E7E 5508 R5613.5 = - SE065
L3

= Jily ®Y 15376 50487 4020.50 ' 73904
. Fy 10701 0365 2807,09 52753
e TOTAL 76077 B GBR7.59 - 106657
. : ' |

< TOTAL 37 43623 137090 9590,60 © 186357
. W 30948 30950 2675649 85626

TOTAL TE5TL . 168040 36547,09 57195
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Inclosur: 2 Telephone Routing Diagram

IFyV
AVH SiC

CORPS
AAE

14TH
AW} BN

521D
AVN BN
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Inclosure 3 Teletype Routine Ddagram

I
AV BDE

521D
AVN BN

NOTE: A1l Cirouits Secured with Gryptographic Bquipment
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; AVFA-CC-TUG (18 Aug 66) 1st Ind -]
SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 66, RCS h
CSFOR-65 (U) . -
Ieadquarters, I Feld Force Vietnam, APO Sen Francisco 96240 24 Aug 1966 = ;
T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Depariment of the i
. Army, Washington De Co 20310 ' : .
Conour with the comments and recemmendaticons in basic reporte
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