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b. Group Strength *
STRENGTHS AUTII/ASG I

Unit Off WO M

Hq 17th • 25/36 6/3 86/77

10th Wm Bn 146/230 227/135 1510/1626

14th &vn Ti 165/210 138/111 1489/1517

52nd Avn Bn 124/160 129/67 1046/002

M22rd Avn Bn 21/6 2/0 80/17

TOTAL 477/642 ,552/316 4216/4139

c. Aviator Strengths.

Unit

Rq 17th Avn Gp 18/28

10th Avn Bn 286/294

14th Avn 13n 2S0/296

52nd Avn Bn 247/246

223rd Avn Bn 16/5

TOTUL 857/879

S. Coimnand relationship.

a. Col John 4. Narr, Infantry, assumed command of the 17th
Combat 'viation (I'oup on 4 June 1966, from Col Gerald :*4 Shea, Infantry.
The change of command ceremony was attended by Major -eneral Harry 4.O.
i'innard, Commanding General, I EFORGEV; Ilajor General John el. N~orton,
Couriandino General, kst Air Cavalry Division; Brigadier General Charles
Symroski, Artille.-y Officer, I FFORCE] and Brigadier General George P. Seneff,
Cojmiind.nle General, lot Aviation Brigade. Col Shea was awarded the Legion of
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b. Change of commaind within subordinate units during this period
were:

(1) On 23 •ay 1966 Lt Col Sarmuel G. Kalajzin, Infantry, assumed
command of the 14th Combat Aviation Battalion from Major Ronald J. Rogers,
Infantry.

(2) On 21 June 1966 Lt Col Foy Rice, Infantry, assumed command
of the 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion from Lt Col Robert W. Cody, Infantry.

(5) On 12 July 1960 Lt Col B.L. Harrison, Infantry, assumedI

comumand of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion from Lt Col Albert J. Fern,

Infantry.

4. Organizational changes:

a. 163rd Reconnaissance Airplane Comp'any (0-1): This unit closed
at Dong Ba Thin, RVN on 8 Juno 1966, WAs assigned to the 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion, and became operational on 15 July 19G6. The missicn of this unit
is to provide aircraft in support of the visual roconntissancc program in the i
23rd APVN Division area and aircraft in general support of ITS Forces in

combat operations. k platoon from the 219th Iviation Company was attached to
the 183rd Aviation Company.

b. 281st Aviation Company (M.) (U11-1): This unit closed at Nha

. Trang, RVN, on 8 June 1966 and was assiuned to the 10th Combat A\viation

I Piattalion. Upon arrival, the unit absorbed the assets of the 2nd platoon,
171st AViation Company (Ail) and Operational Control. of the Company was

passed to the Commanding Officer, 5th VS Special Forces Croup, with head-

I quarters'at Nba Trang, RViN.

"4c. 2Snd Aviation Company (AI;.,) (U11-1): This unit closed at Qui
Mbon, IMV4, on 8 June 1966 and was assigned to the 14th Combat Aviation

:•-.•Battalion. Upon arrival, the unit absorbed the assets of the Znd platoon,
172nd Assault H'elicopter Company and was given the mission of providing

support to the advisory effort in I and II Corps.

d. 179th Aviation Company (AM11): This unit arrived in country on

25 July 1966 and staged at Dong Ba Thin, RVN. The unit is presently in the

process of moving to a permanent base at Pleiku, RVN and is expected to be
operational on 51 August 1966.
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i.Narrative Sumnmary of' Significant Operations:

Cboup units participated in the following major orerr.tions: _ _

OPEd.ATM'IH TTS B'AV:S U;.:ITS .. P-Y2T"'TD

AUSTIN VI 117th Avn Co 1 May - 18 May 1/101 Abn Div
120th Avn Co

48th Avn Co

FILLMORE 129th Avm Co 25 Nay - 21 Jul 2d RO M.lar Bde
161st Avn Co 2/327 Abn Inf Bn

PAUL R!EVERE 155th Avn Co 10 May- 31 :Iay 5/25 inf Div
170th iMn Co I
119llth Avn Go

PLUL MEVERE II 119th Avn Co 1 Jun - Continuing 3/25 Inf Div
155th '\vn Co
170th Avn Co

129th I vn Co

.-- HAHOE 48th Avn Co 2 Jun - 20 Jun 1101 Atn Div
117th Avn Co APACIM Teams
129th Avn Co
161st Am Co

.1BEAUIEGARD 48th Avn Co 24 Jun - 15 Jul 1/101 Abn Div

4; 117th kvn Co kPACHE Teams
N` .•129th Avn Co

MMON "kUJL JONES 48th Avn Co 21 Jul - Continuing 1/101 &bn Div
117th Avn Co 2d RGO/ I:'Ar ]]dc

A •dhilo the above operations were in progress, various other smallerSoperaitions conducted by Vietnaimese and Xorean Armed Forces i-•-ere supported.

Assets ranging from an airmobile platoon for Eagle Flights to company size
airmobile units for battalion operations were shifted to .support planned
AIVN and ROL operations and to exploit targets of opportunity. In addition,
aircraft wore also provided in support of Operxtion hastings conducted oy the

III Marine Amphibious Force in . Corps.

e 6. Si;,nific,,.nt Activities:

a. Logistical activities

4
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(1) S4

(a) A soil stabilization program utilizing peneprime has
been initiated by this he xdquarters at forward airfields to reduce the sand
and dust problems. The rcduction of this problem should increase main rotor,
tail rotor and engine life of UHi-1 helicopters when operating in this type
environwent. -

(b) The esta,.blishment of forward support elements w,,ithin
each major operational area has relieved the aviation units of maintaining
large quantities of supplies, thus reducing the administrative burden. In
addition, it has allowed for the rapid shifting and massing of aviation assets
without the corresponding movement of large quantities of supplies.

(2) Maintenance activities:

(a) An aircra:ft aurg.ecnt tion vckae consisting of 7 P
l T-ll' s E-ras received by threu of the 10 a.•;iged -".2.:ýon companies (..)
with the remaining companies prograiecd to be au..y-cntod in .Aug..,ust, Septea,'Iber
and October. 'hen completed this aug'mntxtion f.will enable tic copa-)ny to
lift the combat elements of a rifle companye in one sortie.

(b) Aver'age aircraft availability rate was 77.4 during,
the re•porting period. Average 4.4l)p rate was 7,4,% while thie MDt' rate for the
group was 1b.Sy.

(5) Aviation £ýIodidinxc:

(a) Aeromedical Facilities:

1 Cainp Holloway opened a new dispensary housing the
consolidated 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion medical section, 94th Medical
Detachment (CA), and the 755th Medical Detachmient (OA). This dispensary
provides a fixed facility to the Camp Holloway Army Airfield complex capable
of complete flight physical examination with the exception of X-ray.

2 Dong Ba Thin- The completion of the consolid.:ted

aviation dispensary has-provided a fix..d medical facility to the rapidly
expanding ArRy Airfied. The units oper.Iting from this facility include the .•,
10th Combat Aviation Battalion medical section, 130th Medical detachment (0A),
and the 456rd ,iedical Detachment (OA).

7,,/
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3 Phu Tai - Lane Armn Airfield. The 14th Combat

Aviation Battalion, havIng completed it's move to Lane Arir Airfield, is
currently constructing a new cantonment area. The program calls for a
consolidaited dispeens ry for the 14th Combat Aviation .n•attalion Medical Section,
and the 756th Medica). Dct.chmn.nt (ON). Again this facility is capable of
providing area coveragb and a fixud base for all airyobile oprraticns. 4

4 All airmobile operations are supported in the field
by aid st!ions established at the loading zone or the staging area. The
combination of a fixed facility capable of complete flight physicals at the
airfield plus the highly mobile, rapidly ustablished, aeromnedical aid station
in su1•.)ort of oombat. operations has proved highly successful in total
aeromedical care.

b. Signal:

(1) Coinmarnic.ations

(a) Planned expansion of tele;hone circuits has been
completed with the installation of circuits to control and coordinating activ-
ities involved in providiihg aviation support from this group. (Sea inclosure
2 - Tele ,hone Diagram).

(b) Secure telcty,.e circuits have lso been o.xe-anded to
provide page-copy service for classified combat orders and reports. .aximum
use of oxasting circuits has b,-n accomplished by relaying messages through
I Fi.ORCBV facilities to Army Aviation .lements co-located •aith the I and
II Corps Tactical Operations Centers. (Soa inclosure 3 - Teletype Diagram).

(2) TOE Equipment and Personnel.

(a) As the development of required comnunic tiuns progressed ,
equipment and personnel inadequacies became evident. A YTOE is now being
processed to provide the (Groi•p Headquarters with essential personnel and
equipment to adequately perform the communications mission. Concurrent action
has boon iidtiatod to obt~ain essential equipment throughi submrission of US,.IRV

Form 47 (Rc~ue.t for Equipwient in .,icess of &uthorized Allowance) since it is
recogfized that M1Of10 approval cannot be accomplished in time to meet ii-aediate
needs. Pre_,ent operations are sustained through utilization of equipment
borrowed from lucal units.

(b) TOE shortages in alternating and direct current
generators seriously impairs the caoability to operate communications equip-
ment if deployed to tactical field locations. Present operation is dependent
upon conmmercial A.0, power. .Emer-ency power is provided. by one 1.5 ""J

A.C. generator borrowed from I Fr7O CEV.
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c, SafeLy Activities:

(1) During the reporting period there was a cignificant rise in
0 0-I accidents (rithin the command. This is attributed partly to the largo

turnover of aviator personnel in the 0-1 com:anies. Continued cmnuhasis
is being placed on unit transition ti di.inin prog-ams and .roficioncy chuck.:.

(2) One mid-.air collis en ocoured during the month of June at
Tuy Hoa involving an U'i- from the 131st 'issault Helicopter Comp,)any and a
Th-lB from the 1st Cay Division. :2ight crew members lost their lives and
both aircraft vere destroyed. In July another mid-air collision occured
involving a 0-1 and UII-ID helicopter. Seven lives were lost and both aircraft
were destroyed. The 0-1 had no observer aboard which may have been a signif-
ic:.nt factor in thc accident. This headquarters has directed that VA misaions
will not be flown without observers.

(3) The month of June t-ith mn auifejub rate of 15.9, Has the
lowest accident rate of any month since thc rou .. Lctivatud. The accident
rate and combit attrition for the reporting period i. .apicted below.

AI1CiZAFT ACCID11NTS

MONiTH R/K iW TOTAL RPTE FITALITIES

1I'AY 5 3 0 3.6 2

JUNE 1 3 4 15.9 4

JULY 4 3 7 ?7

COMBAT ATTRITIOIN1

10iiT11 /A, FYi TOTAL FATULITIES

kLky 3 0 3 0

JUNE 0 2 2 0

JULY 1 2 3 2 ri•ssing in action

. SECTION II: Lessons Learned and Coimmanders Aecopuiendations:

1. Lessons Learned.
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a. Itemr Transport .tion 1Žookings for WillS Returnees

Discussion; Responsibility for booking t5ansportation for
indivriduals returning to C.,- Was deleg-.ted to this hexdquarters during the
month of July 1966. The efficiency and rL.sponsivenoss of this procedure is
totally dependent on the accuracy of the ro)crting of kno~m losses by the
battalions. Since neither the battalions nor this headquarters are staffed
to handle the workload imposed, the system, initially failed to moot the demand. A
As a result, xitany departures were delayed due to lack of booking spaces.
Internal adjustments were made in the reporting procedures and systems were
refined so that now a fairly responsive program is in ofeoct. Workl•cads,
however, have increased considerably and manpower in excess of TOE authoriza-
tion has been added to aceomeodate this load.. ,

Observation: The coordination me,tings ,hi.ch were held at HQ US'LRV to assist
il, implementing this change of responsibility failed to provide e.)ough infor-
mntion in sufficient time to allow the pl9nnin, neco- .ry for a smooth change-
over. The problems uncovered have solved t1:emselvcj .t th expense of
departing personnel.

b. Item: Hon-receipt of Assigniment Instructions.

Discussion: Distribution of assignmeint instructions to the
battalions where orders aru published has been uns tisfa.ctory. - ile improv-
monte have bean made in the Last month of this quarter, situations where
instructions axe received just prior to D£,OS are still too commion. The
resulting.; personal hardships have had an extremely unf:xvor ble effect on
morasle. The delays have ben- coi.ion to officers and warrant officers up
to the gide of major and all gracds of enlisted ,cn. The, system of report-
ing individuals for reassignment has been closely monitored by this he~id-
quarters but has failed to obtain the desired results.

Observation: A sense of urgency must be attached to the handling of assign-, a
lwnt instructions at all levels of commsand throughout USXRV to ensure tha.t
once aossignmients are received from Department of the Ar't, They are expeditious-

ly processed to the individual.

c. Item: Recommendation for award of the Air Medal for Sustained

Operations.

Discussion: The administrative burden placed on aviation companies
by the requirement tc submit a detailed accounting of flight time and missions
on a USARV Form 131 is cunbersome. fork copies of this form are r.mintained
in the individual's flight record. ,Len sufficient hours/missions are

accumulated, the company colnandor or his designated representative should
be authorized to verify the accuracy of this inforimtion and simply certify

that the requirements of the reguJlation have been met. The work copy of

AH
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the form would then b( maintaincd on file until orders are published effectingv
the awxrd. Such a procedure -ould alleviate considerably the clerical work-
load and cxpodite the procesain'- of aw-ards,
Observation: A lett-er expressing this recormnnndation has been forwrded

;a to tho lot .Xviotion Brigade on 21 July.

d. Item: Flying 'valuation Boards for Individuals who 7olunt.,rilyRoquoat RelieQf from Fly3ing stý•u..

Discussion: This he.(quarters has been required to convene
four Flying 2valuation 'loards to review cases where aviators have voluntarily
requested relief from flying stl:tiu, AR. 60)-107 provides that Department
of the Army may waive the Board requirement when it is in the bout interest
to the Army and without prejudic.e to the individual. JfLin requests for
waiver of Board action have bean forr:;,rded: a strict interore;:ation of the
word "prejudice" has evidently ca.-used a raluct-nce to waive the board require-
monts. Ap)proval, of an aviator's request to be re.vd from flight status
without o3card action should be more 21 Judicia.l t0o Us, individual thana.pproval of his request after an a:po-rancoe before i Board.

Observation: Aviators who voluntarily requust rlief from flying status
and indefinite suspension should not be required to appear before a flying
Evaluation Board.

o. Item: PON Rcquisitions

Discussion: The shipmont of the 161st and 170th Aviotion
Com:,;'.nics (AAL) to Vietnam with Vinimuam Essential 'Equipmcnt (rW,) and
reimfainder of equipment on POM requisition has not accomplished what vas
-)rogra~tued, Tracer action Thdieates POM requisitions have tI)c.n shiopod from

CO4UPS but in most cases these items have not been received b-r the omwing unit.

4 Observation: Units should not bh dep)loycd to R11- vitheut their major items
of equtipment until the supply system is more resp;onsive.

f. ltt It: Aviator Fati.ueo

SDiscussion: [,'or the Ariy aviator in comb.t o'orations in -iWI
'a. the syndroe of fatigue has become a critical problem. Factors contributing

a arc heat, C ration moe'Is, living in insecure arcas, limited laundry and
a..• bathing facilities, and stressful flyinY situ"tion i.e., combat and w-ea.ther.
.J Further, positive motivation of the aviator is weakened b! consideration of

rapid rturn to the combat zono.

Observation: The flight surgeon jmust continue close personal surveillance .,
and advise tho commander of his findings a-.nd iiake tim-,ely recosmencations4 as to the fatigue level of the individual aviator.

9
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g. Item: 0-1 Accidents

Discussion: The increase of 0-1 accidents durin, the period
ii.ts due :)-rtly to the large turnover of aviation pursonnel, and a shortage
within the coimpanios of school trained instructor pilots.

Observation: An imn.icdi to adjustment of qualified 0-1 instructor pilots be
made throughout Victnam so that cach 0-1 cowpany will havo a mininunn of one
to carry out transition training and conduct a pilot proficiency program.

h. Item: Mid-air colli.v:ions:
Discussion: Cne of the tw�o mid-air collisions that oceurcd

involving a 0-1 and a Uti-lD may have been prevontad if an observer had been
aboard the 0-1.

Observation: Visual reconnaissanc, rissiols shold be flo.m -th an aerial
oboerver aboard. It is irmpossible for the avi:ator to control the aircraft,
keep a look out for other aircr,-:ft and i:ea viusil observation on the ground..

is Item: fn-ee Loader parts supply.

Discussion: This scheduled parts air delivery service will
reduce tAe tie required to obt:iin new parts for units and return ropairablsea
for quick turnaround, thus ,)rovidinr, aviation units urith supply support

nocogsary. The aviation units do not have assigned aircraft for this
mission and the use of the Ptoe-Loador eliminates the necessity of taking
aircraft away from nombat o)erations thus materially assisting the aviation
units in successfully accomplishing their assigned mission.

Observation: The Flree-Loadcr supply system grc ttly enhances •:aintonance
throughout Group and must be maintained to eliminate unnecessary adiin-istrative fliohts on combat aircraft.

j. Item: OV- Mohawk Ejection Seot Survival Uit

Discussion: The 131st Aviation Company is operat.ring on single
ship, lon'g range missions over hostile territory. The ejection so:,t, Hartin
Baker MKJSB, is capable of carryin,, a so ,'t survival kit, but none are currently
availablo. Supfly of the kits is expected late in &uipast.

Observation: That emphasis be placed on providing the OV-1 pilots with the

required ejection seat survival kit as soon as possible.

2. Conmanders Recoimmondations:

a. Chest Protectors.

* 10
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(1) Problem: Air mobile lipght units have deployed to RVN

without chest protectors for aircraft crews.

(Z) Recommn&,dtien: Chest protectors be issued to units in
the states prior to deployiiwnt.

b. flunnors for Helicopter Companies

(1) Problem: Aviation units that require gunners deploy to

RVN without gunners.

(2) Recommendation: Gunners should be assigned in CO•US and
trained with the unit prior to deployment.

c. Survival Radio

(1) Problem: The jOC-I0 r;.dio us _.c. by US Army pilots utilizes
a MrW frequency of 243.0. Army aircraft havy no .ircetion finding capability
to locate source of a JIiF frequency.

(2) Rocoaimindation: A FM survival radio be developed or armyaircraft be given a UTIF homing capability.

Colonel, Infantry"'Coy-gaanding
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GROUP PIrimb4lfNCE

HOURS SORTIES CARGO- (TONS) PAX

May RW 13908 11579 2429.0582
FWd 9714 10382 3277.0 28428

TOTA~L -f 82599

June R;vI 14339 45024 314101 64028
F.I 10533 10005 20672.4 28875

TAL TS -61K. 's

July Iv.q 15376 50487 4020.50 173 00 4
U10701 "Z65 2807,.09 32755

TOTAL 26077 106657-

TOTAL 'evd 43623 137090 0590.80 186357
1NT 30948 30950 26756.49 65626

TOTAL 746747.0T
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Inclosum; 2 Telephone Routing Diagram
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Inclosure 3 Teletype Routine Dia&Tam
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. INOTE: All1 Circuits Secured withi Cretogrphic Equipment
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AVPA,-GC--TITG (18 Aug 66) Ist Ind
SUBJLCT: OCperational Pteport for Qu.xterly Period Ending 31 Ju3ly 66, RCs,,m. • cwroB-65 ('J) .

". ebadquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96240 24 Aug 1966

TO Assoiotant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
- xArmy, Washington D. C. 20310

Concur with the comments and recommendations in basic report.

,i.•.•.FOR TUL CO0 IANDBRs

I Lnol aLAH A
no Colonel, fAGc/

Adjutant G eral
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