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1 Lugust 1966
SUBJECTs Operational Report for uarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966
Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-65 (U)
(1) Gonerals Normal S1 Activities have been conducted

eince the last Operational Report. i4is regards replacement programming

it should be pointed out that by 65 days prior to DERCS, all officers,

5@, all but one (1) E-8, and three (3) E-T's replacements had been
named, In the grades of E-5 and E-6 about 10% have been named.
(2) strengths |
(L) uthorized and assigned strength for the period
ending J\dy 1966s .
~AUTHORIZED g LSSIGNED

BAITERY OFF WO EM OFF WO  EM
;] 15 1 127 16 1 139
Iy 5 0 104 | 4 0 13
B 5 0 104 6 0 117
¢ 5 0 104 6 o0 112
SVC 2 _3 19 2. 4 84
TOLL 32 4 518 35 5 565

“# Inoludes one additional pilot authorized by the 23d Lrty Gp.

(b) Gains during the period included:
OFF WO EM

12 1 103

(c) Losses during the period includeds

<7
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SUBJECT: Operatiom.l Report for Quarterly Period End'.ing b1l July 1566
Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-65 (U)

TYTH R WD EM_
EPS 3 0 2
) N 0 0 ¢
LIED OF WOUNDS 0 0 1
WL. 0 0 9
MISSINE IN LCOTION 0 0 0
NON--BATTLE DELTHS ¢ 0 0
NON-BLTTLE CLSULLTIES 1 0 5

(3) Morales The morale of the ccmmand is excellents,
(4) R & R Programs The follw;lng cut of country R & R's

have been used by this battalion.

LOCATION MLY JUNE JULY
Bangkok | 12 6 12
Hong Kong 6 6 4
Kuala lempur 0 0 3
’ Menila 2 0 2
Penang 0 ¢ 1
Singapore 0 4
Taipei 4 8 9
.. Tokyo 1 s _9
w0 o 43

(5) Decorations and uswardss
(a) Cne Legion of Merit has been awarded.

(b) &ix Brenze Star Medals have been awarded.

Page__’ °f/‘ pages
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SUBJECTs Opcrational Report for Quo.rherly Per.od Endirg 31 July 1966,
Reports Control Symbol CuSKOR-GS {u;

(¢) Elevon .idr NMedals have becn awarded.

(d) Ten Purple Hecr’s heve becn awardad.

{0) Pifteon Bronze Star Mednls are pending,

(f) Eleven hir Medals arec ponding.

(g) Twonty lLrmy Commendation Medels are pending,

(6) Xails The Battalion Mail Clerk picks up mail at APD

96353 and coxts it by battery, Mail for Headquarters, "G, and Scrvice
Batteries is thon piocked up ty vhe respective Mail Clerks, Idil for
Battery .":'a" (Xuan .';Oc:i is returned to 220 '96353 and delivered' through
postal channels to the ba’tery at APO 96257. DMeil for Battery "B"

(1ai Xhe) is returncd to PO 96353 and delivered through postal chanrels

. %o Unit #3, .PO 96345 where the unit picks it upa

(77 Religious Sorvicess Batteries "a" aad’ "B" attend services
with units in their areas, Headquaerters, "C"; dnd Service Batteries
attend regulerly scheduled services in the Battalion CP Lxrea conducto.d
by chapleing Zrom the 25th Infahiry Division., In-addition, a 23d
Artillery Groap Chaplain visits ecach battery weekly.

(8) Medical: 5 personnel have been evacuated cud cf
country (Three were non-baitle castalitics).

(9) Discinline, Law, and Orders Judicial and non-judicial

actions by vatteries includeds

GENERALL
BATTERY  ARTIOLE 15  SUMMALRY COURT SZLCIAL CCURT  GOURT
:8) 7 0 0 0
i 2 0 0 ’ o

4) .
i of 73 Pages
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quartorly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-65 (U)

BLTTERY LRTICLE 15 SUMMaRY COURT  SPECI..L COURT gﬂ

B 21 0 | 0 0

o 19 ' 0 . 0

se. 1 o o o
56 0 1 0

(10) safotys Recordable accidents by batteries were as

followss

R B 3

L 0 2

B 0 1

C o} (o}
SVC 2 1

3 7

(11) Educations Personnel are using USLFI and irmy

Extension (ourses, Partieipation by battarjes was as followst

~EATTERY, PL.RTICIPLNTS
HQ : 5
L 0
;i 2
o q
SVC g
TOTAL 8
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1 Iazues 1965
SUBJEGTs OJperativuss Rigesd i uorteror Zsraod £néiar 31 July 045,

Reporss G:n%al Jaeci. unkl: ¢F )

3 anddonna MLabributiooss bocavee of he location of
th’e tatterios, ths tia. b rova maié. and distriutior ivem 4he veitalion
{5 *he Matlerles 3at vice vurse i exoossive, The non-dependablliity of
organic ana other aircraft cchecdules -n:'also be.n e acntrihpting Jasius

\t) iovement of Replacewrnts: The movemen:t of replace-
cents betwoen units is difficuly wné ¢%:. 5mults in persouncl not
torng moved e3 proptliy we thay should . gz v v L wlenn

“ts .- .
kne “Doecn most cooperative, however the replacements-gmoing tu Lal . oo
Xuar ©0: ilave DO T aLsluS,
b, Intalligence
(*) Administretion

" Turing the revpersing period, this section has
sncounterad no major obstecless. An intelligence situal’on wap is wair
taiog. Lo the.secv. anl L lius dow. Corontlion cos 00 et wed et
ourreat Intelligence Reviews, 1NSUMS, Bulletins and PLRINTREPS. In
addition battalion observers, pilots and Lisison CGfficers sre debriefed |
;o diatelligencs informetion upon the completion of esch miscion.

(v) An inspection of the Inveiligence Heciion was
sonduocted by Zid hrtillery 'Grpup on 7 June 1966. A complele iave=icry
or the ciaasif ied maturial vas completed along with & cheok of {hs
gection’s £iling syst-m, logging and other sedurity meaaurés. Ho dise

ercpancias wore found and the section received & rating of excellent.

(2) lerial Surveillances Thc battalion contimes to

CONFIDENTIAL
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N 1 August 1966
SUBJECTs Operationzl Revort for (uarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-65 (U)
operate with one H-13 and two 0iD aircrafte On 10 July 1966, the two
0D a':lmre.ft were “sckon fica their opevaticnal buse at Iuc Hoa (Ea,
25th ARVN Div) and broughs to Cu Chi after 25th (US) Infantry Division's
Fixed Wing Strip was opened. Daily visual reconnaissance flights
éontime with a goel of eix hours of obscrvation per day. Daily visual
roports are submitted to 23d Artillery Group covering significant |
sightings and fire missions. Total hours of visual reconnaissanoce flowa
during the reporting periods '
TYZE_ATIRCRAFT T _MAY JUNE  _JULY

J-I«-.1.,3 o 10 . 15 0 (down for repair
' parts entixe monih)

012 (925) 52 % 35 C
01D (963) o B A
(3) Surveys Survey requircments during the reporting period
vero iimited; howc;vor, position area and diréecti:nal survey vas apteb-
lished in the Xuan Loc position prior to Battery "At's® ccqupation%
(4) Problem Areas: , %

(a) The lack of timely intelligence'i information

neans few opportunities arise for artillery units to engage lunvative o

targets.
(b) Target acquisition in the jungle envirozmenj? Ser
heavy artillery still rcmains a major problem.
"Ce ‘Training and Organization
(1) General: Training emphasis was placed primarily on
subjects for replacementss hawever,.refresher training wes coné_ut':ted for

all personnel, . :

-an
[]

VA v /4
e i e 3; .
L\Ji‘-& s (@i N L R 7 _of 20 Pagea
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SUBJZCT: Operational Report for (marterly Period knding 31 July 1966,

Reports Control Symbol C3rOR-65 (U)
Many common subjeccts were discusscd Lut pcrimeter defensey, convoy
security, motor raintenance, new scries radlos and fire ¢iZroction
treining received the greatest emphasis. Thes: subjects were emphasized
vecauss of the number of operations participated in by the battalion,
frequency and duration of the operations and the distances travelled to
reach the operational areas,

{2) To insure an adequatc training program within the

battalicn, a program of required subjects, totalling 40 hours of instruc~

tion. will ke given to all personnel on a guartarly. basis- Tiedcus-

ticn will cover a divers: .Sy of subjects and will be in addition 4o thz
cormon subjecte being conducted at the present time,

(3) Vaintenance and upkecp of generators was noted as a
problem in previous Commander!s Reports. To minimize operators coa-

tribubting to these rroblems, 14 personncl from the battnlion attended a

" Generator Cperator's Course at 725th Maintenance Battalion, 25th Infantry

Division during the months of May and Junc 1956. The 25th Infantry
Tivision has expanded the list of schools available and quotas have
tcern mejuested on FM Radio Security Equipment, Small Arms Inspection,
W litary Justioe, Mess Management, Explosives and Demoiitions and Motor
deinlenance,

d, Operestionss

(1) The position of the bastalion at the beginning of the

reportirg period was as follows:
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SUBJECTs Oporational Report for tuarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,

Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-65 (U}

HQ Cu Chi (X7644i49)

A Bear Cat (YS145984) (2 M107'as)

B Iai Khe (XT758371) (4-M107's)
i 6 Cu Chi (XT645147) (4-M110's)
| SVC ‘ Tan Son Nmt (XS797964)

(2) On 1 May 1966 &n aler: order was received to prepare
for attachmont of "4Y_Ba‘tery, .6th datt:iicn, 27th wriillery (8") on 4
May and on 6 May attach a4 battery pliu3' "A" end "'C" Butteries :> Bua o4~
talicn. 6th Artillery “. vicinity of Ta: Ninh {71285%) for Ope::iion
BIRCNGEAN, Cur "2 Battery closed ints ™ Chi 7 iny fron Bear Cat without
incident., 4 thorcugh reconnaissance was accomplished by the Battalion
Commesder with the Pattery Comaanders on 4 and 5 May and on 6 May the
convoy departed, The wheeled vehiclos.under the control of the Battalion
Exocutive Officer was air oovered by. S-j (01D) along route 1 and 22 to
Tay Ninh, The tracked vechicles, nnder the control of "4" Battery't -
rander,’ was air 86vored by the Battadiin Cominnder (E43) alw Revtalto Be
Dau Ba (XT386251), north to Boa Don (XD43€253) and west into Tay Nini,
;tta.ctlrlnent was effected 061 630hrs May, During the operafion .the. two
an bat"teriea oocupied positions at XT288&34, XT340578, XT385429, AT475465
end XT370422. T.he pmain problen aree was soft ground. The 1‘1_110"13_ gtuck
.to an exoessive depth during H & I firing (after each 5 rounds).. f‘ive
ton trucks invariably wore mired once they left the main roads. ' It |

wé* "ecided to move a::.mnition with APC's and ammunition tra.ilor;l :

COr ;{;;ii‘-ﬁi/\!_
(9)

Page ' of Peges
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SUBJECTs Operational Report for fuartcrly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
Reports Conirol Symbol CSr0i-65 (U)

during future operations in similiar terrain. The 175mm battery
occupied positions at XT335575, X™M67530 am XT370422, At the second
position, 175mm gun tuves had to be changed after reaching the then
current restriction of 400 total rourds. In nuving to the second
position, it was proven that the 12 ton bridge in Tay Ninh City would
hold the M107 (32 tons)s From the position at XT370422, the batteries
were to be  escorted back to the vicinity of Cu Chi under the control of
the 8th Battalion, 6th Artillery. The two batteries of the battalion
were air covered by the Battalion Commanler (H-13) from the time o
their departure from Tay Finh., Rclease from attactment was requested
and granted at 161600hrs liay 66 and the batteries closed into base camp
at 1630hrs without incident. A4lthough a command eleient from this
battalion for ;he tree heavy batteries was strongly urged, it was not
accepted by 1st Infantry Division artillery, This reqrired the span of
'control for 8th Battalion, €th Artillery of 7 firing baticries. Regard-
lesq of the lack of aoceptance of the comiand clement, all three attach-
ed batterics were visited daily with spare parts, mail,distribution and
occasionally ice cresm and exira sundry packets, In all duc respect to
the Com-anding Officer, 8th Battalion, 6th Artillery it is this
comuander's opinion that the operation veuld have been run more
ef{iciently and smoothly had a coumand element been provided far the

battericsa,

Total missions and rounds fired Jluring the operation. were as fole-

lowss H & I missionp- nine hundred and thirty two (932), registrations-
seven (7), anti-personnel missions - one hundred and th:ee (103), anti-
installation missions - six (6), and preparatory missions - eight (8),
‘\/K /‘{‘J vl ‘.:' | ‘;E : .

1
(10) Page™ - of ' rages
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SUBJECTs . Operationel Roport for quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
Report Control Symbol CSFOR-65 (U)

Battery "A" cxpended ona’thousand and thirty aix (1,036) 175m rounds, and
Battory "C" on¢ thousand four muadrod ond 4kirty eijht (1,438) 8" rounds.
(2) On 26 Yay 1966, one MIO7 plus 4 LPG's and security forces
from Battery "a" displacod south ‘of Cu Chi XT604111 for a ono day
"Turkey Shoot", This addod range to the south provided an opportunity
for battalion pilots and observers to adjust on targets olose to the
Candodian Border that oould not be attacked by air because of bordey
restriotions. During the day, 74 rounds were expended. The operation

was planned %0 use four MIO7's and two FDC's; however, a lack of repair

parts allowed only one MIO7 to participate. .lthough the operation was
perfeotly planned and executed, it could have been more profitable with
more weapons. Jdurveillance reports rendered by acrial observers indi-
cated the following damage: three (3) structurcs destroyed and thirty
one (31) structures damaged.

(3) Due to crowded conditions in the Saigon area, the Service
Battery was required to move from Tan Son Nmit .ir Base (XS797964) by
15 June 1966, 4 position area in Cu Chi was selested and the battery
started & phased movement on 1 June and closed on 5 June. The Personnel
Section moved to Long Binh (YT045075) with the 23d artillery Group Rear
in the combined Personnel Section. ulthough the proximity of the Sere’
vice Battery to Battalion Headquarters has advantages, tho undersigned
feoels that the proximity of the Sorvice Bn.tter.y to supplies in the
Suigon area fer outweigho those advantagese.
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SUBJECTs Opcrationi:l Report for “uilrtcrly Period Bnding 31 July 1965,

Roports Control Symbol CSFOR-65 (U)

(4) On 13 Junc 1966, an 8" platoon from "C" Battery was ettached
to 1st Battnlion, 8th urtillery and moved to an artillery base at Bao
Trai (X0529044) in support of 25th Infaniry Division Oporations S.KTL
FC and FRISNO. Tue heuvy ertillery was uscd mostly in support of the
25th ARVN Divisiod during these 0pcra£ions, On 23 Junc 1966, one MiO7
was added to the artillery base to destroy VC targets far to the south
and nlong the Cambodian Border, The battery closced back into.base camp
et 281700hrs Junc 1966. L total of six hundrcd and fifty five (655)

8" anl seventy five (75) 175mm rounis hal been expeniel in support of
tho operations,

(5) During the latter pert of Iwy 66, the battalion was alerted
4o the possibility of sending a composite battery to Xuaan Lac (YT465090).
By %5 Junc 4966 tho position for the battery hal not beern preparci by
LRVN Enginecrs as per cgrecment between higher headguartcers (i.c. gun
pnds ant berms were not complete), Thus the battery was held up on its
move. By 22 June however the 1731 Lirborne Brigade was plonning Opcra-
tion YORKTOWN south of Xuan Loc whorein heavy artillery support was do-
sired. Hence Battery "a" (2 N107's andl 2 1110's) 2cparted on 22 June
1966 ani closed ncar Bicn Hon (YT061119) that evening less tracks. &%
approximately 230100hrs the tracks that hod held up at Ton bSon Naut 40B
movel anl closed with the battery and at 230700hrs June tho battery
moved to Xu'n Loc (YT465085). Sccuriby was provided by the 173Q wir-
borne Briguade; howover, the Battalion Commander, &n a H-13, covered the
ertire closuro into position. The move was exccuted without incident.

u. (‘;."~.s~',\t

e~

(12)
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SUBJLCTs Oporntionnl Report for wunrterly Periol Unding 31 July 1966,
Roports Control Symbol CSFUR-65 (U)

Sinco ;cho gun pnis wero not preparod, tha piaeccs were positionod olso-
whoro within tho battery position; thoroby .nllowing 4RVN Enginoors
space to continue this work. ;I‘ho pads hnd not been rcompleted as of thi:.s
roport and Lngineer assistanco from 18th Engincer Brigerle (US) contimues
in tho arca.

On 5 July 1966, the battory rcccived o mission of Gencral Support
roinforcing n battory of 7th Battalion, 11th irtillery which was attache?
to 18t Brignde, 25th Infantry Division that was supporting an oporntioh:
in tho Xuan Loc rrea. It must be pointeld out 2t thie time battalion
linison officers wero required at 10th and 25th LRVN Division HRendquartoes,
173d Lirbornc Brigade an? 1st Brigacde, 25th Infantry Division. Y.ao TO&D
suthorizes onc Liaison Officer.

(6) On 19 July 1966, the bottalion was nlerted to send tha .
Metoofolo@.cal Section to Mui Dat (Y¥S427668) on 22 July 1966. The purpose
of the displacemcnt was to participate in a II Fioll Forco Vietnan irtile
lery Motoorological Survey being coniucted within the III LRVN CTZ. The
study will be completel on or about 4 iugust 1966 and the section should
roturn to basc cn.ﬁp on 5 iugust 1966,

(7): 4t approxinatoly 261845hrs July the battalion base cerp ceme
under mortar attack. Soverrl rounds, later identified as T5RR nnl 82Mli,
foll into the arca; howeveor, thoroe werc no injurics or material damages

4t 270515hrs July 1966, the besc camp again came unler mortar atteck.
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SUBJLCT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
Reports Control symbol CSFOR-65 (U)
Ma:terial damage was minor however six casualtics were sustained of
which two werc serious,
(8) Total mumber of missions and rounis expended during this
reporting period?
: a.» The following missions wersc fired: Lighty one (81) will
adjust, fifteen (15) destruction, sixty (60) rcgistrations, onc hundrod
and twenty (120) special, two mundred and seven (207) anti-personnel,
seventeen (17) anti-installation, three (3) TO@'s, twoaty orc (21) '
preparatory fires, two (2) SPiR, four (4) anti-equipment, one (1)
calibration and five thousand four hundred end fifty five (5,455) K & I
missions,
be Total rounds fired during this period included Battery
"A" threo thousand anl eighty seven (3,087) 175mm rounds and one
thousand ani eightcen (1,018) 8" howitzcr rounds; Battery "B", two
thousand eight hundred and forty seven (2,847) 175mm rounds; and Battery
"g", five lmndred and twenty three (523) 175mm rounds and four thousand
and ninety eight (4,098) 8" howitzer rounds. For the battzlion, six
thousand four hundred and fiity seven (6,457) 175mm rounds and five
thousand one mundred and sixtecen (5,116) 8" howitzcr rounds. On 30 June
the Commanding Officer, 23& artillery Group fired the 25,000th round of
heavy artillery fircd by this battalion in Vietnam.
(9) The position of the battalion at thec end of the reporting

pcriod was as follows:
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SURJICTs Operational Report for (uarterly Pcriod Lnding 31 July 1966,
Reports Control Symbol CSFGR-65 (U)

BLTTERY LOCLTION

4 Cu Chi (XT644148) .
I Yuan Loc (YT465085) (2-:i107's and
2-1;110'33
B Lai Khe (XI758371) (4-~M107's
c Cu Chi (XT645147) (2-1107's and
2-1110's)
- 8sve- Cu Chi (XT640146)

(10) Problem Lreass Shared artillery frequenciqs contimo to be
a major problem. ‘In July the Battelion Comaand Yot wan nhared with iir-
craft Contr;:l for the 18t Infantry Division!
f. Aidministration/Logistics
(1) Transportationt

a, Utilization of Roadss Resupply by road increased
during tho rcporting period. .mmunition resupply convoys to Battery :B*s"
location, Lai Kho, were conducted monthly. Jarrangements to placo vehicles
in these convoys were coordinoted with 23¢ Jxrtillery Group and Transpar-
tation Office, 1st Infantry Division. .dditional vehicles are requested
from 23d artillery Group and if they cannot mecet the roquircment, the
request is sent ‘to 18t Logistica:l Command. Resupply coavoys to Battexry
"AM"  are run in conjunction with major units stetioned in:.the Xuan Lo¢ area.

b, Utilization of Rails Rail transportation was uscd by
this battelion for tho first time since arriving in country. Bulk
quantitios of Class III supplics worc delivered to the "." Battory
sosition (fuan Zoc, end arrangoments are boing made for the continuance

of %his moans of transport,

(15)  Page_/ " of " Pages
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(c) Utilization of Lircraft: .ir rcsupply of Class I
suppliocs to Battery "A" was established on a fixed schedule. Ration
requusts arc submitted to Ration Breakdown, 1st Logisticel Command and
that hecadquarters insures delivery of Class I supplics to Battery "A" on a
2-2-3 cycle., Organic aircraft wore used during the period to transport
small "priority" items to the firing battcrics on operations as well as
in basc cemps.

(2) MAINTENLKCE, CARS AND REP.IR O E4ULP ENT:

as A4vailability of critical repair parts for the INO07's

and Mi10's greatly improved during this reporting period, howcver a 5-7

uay down time for parts has bocn common and is considered inadequate.

Support maintenance units stock many of these critical items, thereby

reducing maintenance down time for these weapoas.

b. During the first weck of July 1966 a new serviceability
critoria for 175ma gun breech assemblics was announced., .Tnis-criteria
deadlineéd sevon of oaur N107's; however, new osscmblies were quickly
received and all guns were functioning by 13 July 1966,

c. This unit presently rcceoives maintenance and rcpaie
parts support from several units. Battecrios “"A" and “B" receive support
from contact teams from tho 185th Ordnance 3attalion, However, both 4units
hove back up maintenance support units. Battery "8" i-occives,backup support
from a Forwerd Support Company, 701st linintenance Battalion, 1st Infantry
DivisiOn and Battery “a" rcceives suppor;~frox:. 185%th Maintcnance Battalion.
Saty..lion minus .eceives mainivenance and repair paris support -
from the 725th Maintenance Battalion, 25th Infantry Division; however,

AR . (16) | R ,” L -
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the 185th liaintonanco Battalion will send contact tcams to this location
when requesi?ed.
de In May 1966 a team of Ordnance Techniciens Lutomotive
Command, Detroit, Michigan spent approximately threc days per battoery
agslsting them with maintenance problemé. This wisit provod to be very
. beneficial becausc thoy cxpedited the rececipt of many needed critical
itoms for the MI0O7's and 11110's.
0o On 2 Juro 1966 two new 1i110's werc issucd to Battery "C¥,
The "old" M110's will become ordnance floats and will be issued to units
vhon & major assembly would causo & gun to be deadlined for an umsudlly
long periode With the increase of repair parts and the availability of
ordnance floats, maintenence down time on the li107's ani M1{10's should
bo greatly reduced.
f+ On 9 Juno the MNIOT7 was rcceived to replace the one that
oxploded on 3 4pril. This delay of morc then two months is considored
completely unsatisfactoryl |
g laintenance Down Time for M107's and }110's during the
reporting periods
. (1) 175ma X‘Iai:ntcnzmco Down Timos
(a) Possible Days: 663
(b) Non Ava.iia.blé Dayss 99
(¢) Dondlino rato: 15%
(2) 8" Howitzor lnintenance Down Timea

(a) Possible Dayss 368 Ci =
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(b) Non ..vailable Dayss 32
(¢) Deadline Ratos 9%
(3) The following parts for both wcapon systecms
have oaused the greatest amount of down times
(a) Loader Rammer
(v) Elovating Mechanism
(¢) Lockout System
(d) Tan Bolts
(e) Spade Cylinders
(f) Recoil System
(g) Brecch i.ssex;xblics (1750m Gun)
(h) Penaoramic Sights, MN15
he During thc reporting '5e§1bd the Commander stated to
uany visitors including the Commanding General, Weapons Command and
Commanling General, 1st Logistical Command thnt the 1107 system has not
been responsive only becausc of a lack of repair parts. This system can
accomplish its nission but the expeditious resupply of repair parts has
becn unsatisfactoryl
3, LDMINISTRLTION OF SUPPLY: The S-4 contimues to provide
adninistrative supcrvision, staff planning and supervision of supply
operations within the battalion,
4, SUPPLY OPCRATIONS:
ae The following items of cquipment, consicdered eombat
e¢ssonvialgwere rece.ved during tho roporting periods
CO;’\J ; ; ;", {'\ iT;AI
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(1) New sories radio sets, AN/PRC=125, wN/VRC~46
anl LN/VRC=47.

(2) Partial issue of Radio Set, Control Groups,
LYN/GRL-39, (z.uth&izod 22 each and rcoeivod 15),

(3) Truck,. 2k ton, M35L2, (Roceived 2 and 2 are due
out, These are repl_acements for those previously turned in as unserviceo-
able),

. (4) wntenna Group, LN/GRC-50.
| (5) Gun, 175mm, 1107 (Replacement for item damaged
by explosion). | )

(6) Howitzer, 8", 11110, 20a (Replaced by support
maintonance), . -

b‘. The follewing items of equipment, considered combat
essontinl, were not receivod during tho reporting periols

(1) Panoramic Telescopc, 75

(2) Radio Sct, Control Group, LN/GRL~-39,

(3) Truck, Wrecker, 5 ton, 543,

(4) Tank, Truck, Fuel Servicing, 2% ton.

(5) Truck, Cargo, 5 ton, 15442 (one replaccnent for -
unserviceable vehicle).

(6) Truck, Cargo, 2% 13542 (two replecements for
unserviceeble vehicles). -

(7) Installation Unit, LN/VRC~46, for rocovery
Venicle, M38,

Intercom Set, ALN/UIC, for rccovery vohiclo, 1488,

(8)
C ERE gyt Yy s )

L
¢ ‘ Y ;voﬁ .
age_t / of ' < Pages




{ \‘..‘., .' “ e ) .
(\\‘lf‘ i ol [ o g7 f

' ' BN 1 ingust 1966
SUBJ3CTs Operational Report for (‘uartorly Period Ending 31 July 1966,
Roports Control Symbol C3FUR-65 (U)
¢ AMNLUNITION
a, Lmmunition for Batteries "i" andl "B" is drawn from
Lonz Binh 4SP and is delivered by road to the batteries, imunition for
Battery "C" ig*drawn from tho Long Binh ASP and 25th Infantry Division aSP.
Pick up and delivery is made by organic transportation,
be Probleus ireass
(&) M107's and M10's have becn unnec;zsoarily dead-
lined because of the nonavailability of repair and replacement parts,
(b) DMaintenance ani upkeop of generators contime
to be major problems that cuin Lost bew.s:é‘lved by comnand emphasis,
fo ALviation .‘
(1) During this period, the battalion had three sircraft

assigned, two 01=D observation aircraft and one OH-13S obsecrvation--

helicoptere Flying times for the aireraft were as followss

TYPZ LIRCRAFT MY JUNS JULY
TLIL ;nvm;_n__
01D 57-2925 69 59 n
01D 572963 T3 59 16
OH-13S 64=-15396, 62 62 0(Down for

repair paris)
(2) During lay and Juna thn 0-1 type aircraft were
used cxtensively for surveillance and ertillery adjustment. During
July, the 0-1 aircraft perfornoci additional administrative flights
beecause the OH-13S nclicoptor was EDP in field meintenance (605th DSU)

from tae first of July to thc ond of the reporting period,

P
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(3) Field maintenance davn tire for period is broken down

a8 followss

TYPE ATRCRAFT FIELD MAINTELANCE IDE
AT . ER
01D 57-2925 | 175 hrs#
- 01D '57-2963 122 hrs*
OH-135 64-15398 - 744 hre**

# Repair of bullet Aamage to the (-1 aircraft, techijecal inspections
and sheot metal work following periodic inspections accounted for the
majority of maintenance down time,
*# Non-availability of repair parts kept the helicopter from being
flyable during the month of July.

g Civie Actions

(1) The battalion supported !D C.iF II Programs conducted
in the Hau Nghia Province throughout the reporting period. The Battalion
Surgeon in ooncert with the 25th Infantry Division Artillex‘y”Surgeon,
oonduoted weekly sick calls for the local populace. Average patient
load was 80 per sick call,

(2) Personnel from Hezdquarters and "C" Batteries, coatimied
the program of construction at the Bas Ha Schorl, Hau Nghia Province.
Personnel constructed fences and gates around the school as part.of the
project of getting the school ready for the new school session. In
additicn swings, slides and teeter totters have been constructed amd
are being positioned at Pthe school. .

(3) Persunnel from the battalion contributed soap and

COi\ (2;) X ‘
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candy to villages in Hw Nghia Proviaco as part of the 25th Infantry
Division Independence Day .ctivitics. Over $200.,00 was collectod and
presented i:o tho 25th Infantry Division Ch=plain to purchase those itoms,
Classes and trnining aids are now being preporaed to instruct the local
villagoxrs an_ personal hygiene using Battalion Interpreters.
| (4) The battalion prcsented four sowing machines, recoived

from the United States, to the Ten An"HSi Grammar .School for-the use &f the
local villagerse The gift also includel machine attachments. Sewing
classcs will bo given to insurc tho villagers obtain the naxioum benefit
from thc nachings. \

(5) 1In support of the "War on Inflation" within the
Republic of Vietnan, personnel in Xuen Loc avoid buying itcus off the
local economy. Thosc itcus that nrc necessary are purchasced only at a
pricc deternined to be noninflatiornary by the local Vietnamese Leaders
and Advisors to 10th .RVI" Division. “

(6) Tho battalion contributed 100% to & funi to ostablish

L]

the Dong Nei Orphanayo,

SECTION 2
1. (C) section 2, Part I, Obsexvaticu (Lossons Learned)e.
os Porsonnels Nonc,
be Operations
(1) Moveuent of .rmunition During the Rainy Season.

(a) Ttcus lovement of anrunition,
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(b) Discussions While participating in Opcration
"BIRMINGHuM!, battories had difficulty moving emmunition with 5 ton |
vhoolc'{‘d vehicles, .irtillery bases were freguently establishod 'in rice
paddies and the wheeled véhicles werc often stuck when leaving the
prinary road network,

(c) Observation: .mrmnition, during the rainy season,
should Yo hanled by uPC's, towing trailers, rather than wheeled vehicles,

(2) Correct Selection of Targots. .
(a) 1Items Priority of Targcts.

.(b) Discussions On a rccent operation, a battery fire
direction conter gavo a cease firo on a will adjust nission to engagc;

a live tergot. Having plottod the coordinates for the target, it was
determined that it was out of range,

(e¢) Obsorvation: The lesson reclcarncd was to plot the fire
oapability upon occupation of position.

(5) Nooed for contimed training on eubjgcts peculiar to Guorills

Warfaro, : '

(a) TItom: Continued tr.ining is necessary on subjocts
peculiar to Guerilla Warfaro and not practiced cach day, .

(b) Discussions Subjects such as active and passive dofensc
meesuros, convoy control and discipline, escape and cvasion arc of part-
ioulerxr importancc. Whon the guerilié strikes it is usually a well planned

sotion, thus friendly rosponses must bc immcdiate and effoctive and

CONTID T iAL
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roquires contimod emphasis.,

(o) Observations Control of subjcct material for train-
ing will vary according to tho locality end must bo retained at unit
lovel,

de Intelligences None,
e. Logistioss None,
f. Others Kone,
(C).Seotion 2, Part II, Recommendations.
a¢ 4 Target inalysis Center be forumed to anclyze intelligunce
information from all sources, Data gathored, if disseaminatcd rapidly,
oould be effoctively utilized for the tinely programming of artillery
fires,
be Two sdditional 10 XKW goneratofs be issued expecitiously,
ce That HU1 helicopters be made available at lcast twice weekly for
e four hrur period to fulfill the neny reguircrnants for mavement of
supplies, repair parts and to include replacements, promotion boards,
briefing tcams, cic.
de PLL for the MIOT's and If10'.  tould be authorized at both
battalion and battery level.

"e., Since the majority of the battalion's fire missions are H& I
to take alvantage of the 175mm weapons range, it is recommended to in-
crease the H & I fires during daylisht hours in arceas where troops are
no operating so as to discourage mévement on trails and roads and also
discourage the VC from planting and harvesting crops. By so doing,
the denial of areas to VC outside the TAOR's should be enhanced.

GO o J\’PJg!
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T A Borrrri

L. L. DECORREVONT
LTC, Artillery
Commanding
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MUADQUARTERS, 23D ARTILLEY GRCUP, £:0 90289, US Forces, 13 August 1966
TOs Commanding Gonoral, II Fiel/ Forco Vietnam Artillery, AFO US Forces 96227

1 (U) The quartorly roport submitted by the 2»d Dattalion, 32nd Artillery
1o adoquate,

2, (U) Ref Section 2, part JI, para 21, Rapid collection, analysis,
and desslmination of intelli;ence 13 a nccessity in counter insuryoncy ware-
fare, Rofinorents of existing procedures uiildzing prosent rescurcos sheould
docroase response timo fram target detoction to targot ongagement,

3, (U) Ref Section 2, part II, para 2b, Concwr, &hile the Grovp has
roceived additional goneriters, thoro is still a shortaie of 10 KV generators,

4. (U) Ref Soction 2, part II, pava 2¢, A IU=1D holicortor is alre:dy
boing requested for the Troup nnd, if aprroved, will be made available to
subordinalc units on an ad nceded and equitable itonsis,

5, (U) Pof Section 2, pa~t I, para 2d,. AR 735-35 Sccticn VI para 6-3
allows the YPLL to be located at the nwaticry level, It i not fell that tho
PIL nced be locatcd at both levols, This ibadquarlers will reviow the PLL
status of this unit in the necar futvre,

6. (U) Ref Section 2, purt IX, pura 20, Hond I seheduling chovld be on
a 24 hour basis and in accordiiice wlih 113 tactleal cituztion, IL intellirornce
roveals increased rovenont of W 4n the doytire thon I and I's schedulding should
bo adjusted accordingly.

7. (U) This pago rograded UNCLASSIFILD when sojarated from besic document.,

THAUS I, SAYLS
Colecnol, Artillery
Comuniing

"~
SITITD “hen
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