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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY I
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
ASHINGTON, D.C. 20310 4
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CONFIDENTIAL
DEP,LRTMENT OF THE ARMY
HE.DQUARTERS, S5TH BATTALION (4W)(SP) 2D ARTILLERY
/ APO San Francisco 96266

= 11 August 1967

; SUBJECT: Operational Report For Quarterly Period
Ending 31 July 1967 (RCS-CSFOR-65) (U) :

THRUs Commanding General
IT Field Force Vietnam Artillery
APO US Forces 96266

Commanding General
II Field Force Vietnam
APO US Forces 96266

Commanding General

United States Arry Vietnam
ATTNs AVC-DH

LPO US Forces 96307

Commander In Chief

United States Army Pacific
LTTN: GPOP=-MH

AP0 US Forces 96558

Cs Assistant Chief of Staff for Torce Development

Departmnent of the Lrmy
Washington D.U. 20310

(C) Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Gurter Ending 31 July 1967
is subritted in compliance with USARV Regulation 870-2,

Section Is Significant Organization iLctivities

a« General: During the reporting period the battalion remmined assigned
to U.S. Army Vlietnam; attached to II Field Force Vietnam, with operational
comnand exercised by II Field Force Vietnam ALrtillery. Battery s remained under
the operational control of the lst Infantry Division. Battcry B remained under
the operational control of the 25th Infantry Division artillery. Battery C
remeined wader the operaticnal control of the 9th Infantrr Division Artillery.
Battery D was withdravm from operatioral control of 25th Infantry Division
Artillery and become the GS Battery forr II Field Force Vietnam JArtillery.
Battezy £ (M3) 7lst Artill vy was deproyed az Jollows: it sectAon attache? to
Battery U and employal at Five Suppoxi/Patrol las: at Soui Da, S4i section -reut

i

uncer operational control of 54th Artiliery Group and employed ot Five Suppors/

Group 4
Lowaeraded at 3 yemr intervals
Declasgified after 12 years
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 11 August 1967
31 July 1967, (RCS=CSFOR-65) (U

Pntrol Base which was opened at Ham Tan on 10 July 1967, 4th section and half
of the 24 section remained at Quan Loi under operational control of Task Force
Dixie, 33 section remnined attached to Bettory C, and 6th section and half of
the 2d section remained attached to Battory B. Battery I (SILT) 29th .rtillery
was deployed as follows: 13t Platoon remainecd under operational ocontrol of 1st
Infantry Division Lrtillery, 3rd Platoon remained attached to Battery B, and 2d
Platoon was withdrawn from 9th Infantry Division Artillery and became the GS
Platoon for II Field Force Vietnam .rtillery. The 2d Platoon is employed as
follows:s 4 secarchlights ench at Fire Support/Patrol Bases at Soui Den and Ben
Iunc, 2 searchlights at Fire Support/Patrol Base at Ham Tan and 2 searchlights at
tho battalion bose camp (YT127114). During the reporting period 4 M423 fron
Enttery D went under operational control of 54th irtillery Croup and were en-
ployed at Fire Support/Patrol Br.se which was opened at Ben Luc on 3 July 1967.
Iuring the reporting pericd elements of the battallon supported the following
oporations: DBanking Sunds, Kole Kole, lLamson 67, Paddington, Lkron, Task Force
Dixie, Manhatten, Diamond Head, Kawala, lkuma, Makanlapa, Shelton, Red Ball I
and II, Blue Shield II, Billings, Dallas, Junction City II, Interprise, and
Coronndo I

be administrative/Personnels

(1) Strength:

th Battalion (4W)(SP) 2d Artillery is organized under TOGE 44-857.
Brttery D (!\’G; T1st irtillery is oxganized under TOEE 44-581, Battery I, SL’f‘J)
29th Lrtillery is organized under TO&E 6-558E, with authorized and assigned
strength as of 3i July 1967 a5 follows:

J | LUTHORTZED ~ * LSSIGHED
O¥F WO I OFF W0 EM
5th Bn ;.w;(sp) 24 Lyty 37 3 658 39 3 750
Btry D (13) 7ist Lrty 2 0 12 2 0 140
Btry I (SLT) 29th /lxrty 7 0 144 4 0 142

(2) Gains and losses

GLIHS : LOSSES
QFF WO EM OFF w0 EM
5th Bn ézM?(SP) 2d Arty 8 0 %0 5 0 18
Btry D (MG) T1st Lxty 1 0 6 0 0 5
Btry I, (SLT) 29th Lxty 4 0 3 7 0 6

236p 4
Dovny;raded at 3 yeaxr intervals
Deciaszificd after 12 years
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECTs Oporational Report for Qu- rlnr]g Period Ending 11 Lugust 1967
31 July 1967 (RCS=~CSFOR=65) (U

(3) Canualtios during the poriod include

TYERE MR

Killed in action
Died of buttle wowds
Wounded in action
Missing in action
Noa<battle deaths

™)
HOGON

(4) Perscmicl Muwgement

No sigmificant occurrsngoc during the roporting period.

(5) Rest and Recuperation Progriun

(a) The following outeof-country R&R trips vere taken by
morhors of thia ormranizations

IOC..TION my JINE JULY
Hawnii 13 14 11
llongy Xong 10 11 13
Mwnila 4 3 4
Toky o 13 12 16
Tungkok 13 12 16
Sincapore 3 0 6
Taipedl 12 ]2 21
Peniing 3 3 5
Kuo Ln=Lumpur 3 3 4

(b) The following in~-country R&R trips were taken by members
of -this orgonisntici

LOGATTON WY  JWR  JUIy
Vung Tau 15 15 25

(¢) Tuis hendquarters R&R progran cperetes within tho
the allocations given to II.Field Force Victnane

(6) Hor~le
The morala of this crganiszetion is high,
(7) dwards ond Decorntions

The Tollowing awasds and decorations were pressnteld during the

S rercriing perici,

PRI HUDER
Group 4

Silver Ssar Dotagraded at 3 year intsivels

CONFIDEN" AI. ; Declassified after 12 years



8UBJICT: Operationnl Roport for Quarterly Period nding 11 fugust 1967
31 July 1967 (1C5~CoiOR=65) (U)

gD mezm CONFIDENTIAL

Bronze Star Medal 6 w/V device, 13 for service or achievement
Soldier's ledal 1

wir Medal 0 ‘

isrny Cormendation 6 w/V Device, 10 for sorvice or achievement
Hedal

Purple Heart 50
Good Conduct Medal 4

(8) Discipline, Law and Order

The following judicial and nonejudicial actions were conducted
during the reporting periods

Article 15 2
Sumnnry Court Martial
Special Court Martinl
General Court Martial

OO rHN

(9) Safety

(r) During the reporting period there were two artillery
incidents ocused by ricocheting rounds,

1l The first incident occurred during a norml Hé& I
nigsion bein conducted by & M55 "Qu~d 50", One 50 Cal round entered a netive
hut from a direction which indicated that it was a ricochet and wounded two
Vietnamese civilians. The angle ot which the round entered the building
precludes that the weapon was fired directly in the village as there vns ten
or more closely grouped houses located between the weipon and the house that
was hit. Nc evidonce was found of additional rounds in the arca. It was the
conclusion of the investigating officer that the incident wae cnused by a
single round that ricocheted off trees located outcide the village and in line
with the direction of fire of the weapon. TFurther investigation indicated tint
the fire was conducted within the safety lirits, however to insure o further
margin of safety, the fire limits were moved on additionnl 800 mils away from

the village for a total safety limit of 1200 mils.

2 The second incident occured during a normal H&I
mission being conducted by a M42 “"Duster". 40IM rounds from the "Dustexr"
landed 61 mils left and at a 500 meter greater renge than actually fired, '
killing two Vietnamese and wounding twr. Investigation indicnted that a
nurber of rounds were fired that did not have a tracer element. Firing was
stopped, amno lots were changed and tracers were owserved from all rounds
in the seczond lot, The point of impact wvas over 4,000 meters from the
firing position. Therefore, the probeble cavse of the incident wns a
cormoirgtion of a nonfunctioning tracer element in the projectile and a
ricochicts If functioning properiy. s2lf cdestructior ¢7 the round would
ocsue at tracer burnout, which is 3500 metena.

{») T™iis Bartolion kas emurienced many cases of ricocheting
rcunds during the reportinyg period. There is no egolution tc the problen

Greup
Downgraded a2t % year intervala

Daclasaiiied after 12 yaars
CONFIDENTIAL -
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operantional Agport = Xor Quarterly Period 11 jugust 1967
Ending 31 Ju.y 1967 (RCS-CSFOR=-65) (U)

but caution should be exercised when firing over wvater, in areas where there are
large ant hills and in dense jungle, Extrewme caution is needed when firing into
an area where helicopters are operating as rany rowics ricochot up ocrusing Tlek
at various altitudes.

(¢) The Battalion had one denth caused by the accidental
dischnrge of an M-16. .n individual pulled the slide of his weapon back to
check for the preoscnce of a round in the chamber, when he let the slide of the
weapon go forward a round discharged and struck his friend in the chest,
killing hil1 almost inatantlye. OSafety orientations are continunlly held for ell
perosonnel to prevent complincency and remind personnel. of vhe hazarda
associated with small nrms,

(d) One mon susteined burns and there was some property
damrged when grsoline ignited from being spilled on o hot exhaust pipe of an
M«42, The man wasg pouring gas from & 5 gal can w/spout into the fuel tank of
an M42 when a snell emount of gas spilled on the hot exhrust pipe igniting
the gas cane .11 nenbers of the unit were informed ngain of the snfety
requirements for refueling vehicles. In this cnse, unsafe personnel factors
ware involved in that the gasoline vwas poured into the fuel tank too fast
causing the fuel inlet to overflow onto the hot cxhauut pipe.

6s Operations and Iatellimence

(3) Misgions: During the reporting period clements of the battalion
verg used in the fellowing missions or roless

b) Convoy escort

¢) Security of road clenring perties
d) Rond outposting

e) Blocking ferce or fluilr security
(f£) Direct [ire suppori of maneuver elerents to includes:

‘4
%ﬁ% Perimeter Secuxity

Reconinissnnce by fire

Preparatory fires

Covering fires

On call, will adjust, dirceect fires.

s posfis

(g) HAI firves for basecomp perimeter
h) Search nnd destroy
i) Village senl
J tiobile regerve or recdy reactionnry force A
) Riverine {ire base or patrol *
1) EBelilift operations
n)  Security of Yome Flow cperations
n)  Ampriououc Beach Landings ia cenjunction with opening
nzy e L~Zu'ppor'i;/ Potrol D2escg,

Grovn A
5 Truwrorened at 3 yonx intervals

-

Decloscizind after ) vears

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL .. - -

SUBJECTs Operationnl Roport for Quartorly period Inding fl 1.'uguot 1967
31 July 1967 (RCS-CSFOR=65) (U)

‘.

(2) Operntion: and Intelligence Function

The battalion operntions and intelligence section continued to
function as a point of coordination between najor supported commnnds, as an AW
advisor for major supported commands, ~nd keeping the commander informed of the
current tacticnl situntion s it pertains to elements of the battalion and of
any problems that exist that would affect the battalion copability to satis-
factorily perform their nission.

(3) During the reporting period, the Battalion sustained one combat
loss on A M55 No M-42s were lost. Replacement of the MP5 took 37 days.

(4) During the reporting period n eritical shortage of searchlight
repeir perts existed which resulted in 12 searchlights being deadlined at one
“inoe However, at the present time, an :dequate amoiwit of repair ports are
available. One iten that grently redus.d the number of deadlined searchlights
38 & conversion kit which will change - 100 amp nlternator to the 180 amp
alternator required for searchlight use.

(5) The chart below shows a comparative sumiery of mining incidents
end rajor parts usage since deployment to Vietnan.

MINES ENGINES TRANS FINAL DRIVE RD WHEELS
Battery At 11 25 1" 4 74
Battory Bs ’ 2 9 4 2 10
Battery Cs 3 24 8 4 50
Battery D: 5 3 z 1 16

SECTION II, Part I - Observation/Lessons Learned (U)

M-55 Helilift Techniques

Iten - (U) No formal M-55 helilift techniques exist in current Department of
the Jruy applicatory training literature or mrnuals., The techniques listed
below were developed by Battery D (M:) 71st ..rtillery, attached to 5th Bat-
talion ((W)(SP) 2d Artillery, and have been used in over 50 combat helilift
operctions in Vietnam.

Discussion - (U) In preparation for helilift operations the M-55 mount is
first removed from the 24 ton truck in the vicinity of the pick up point. Neces-
sary slings and cargo begs are issuzd prior to the arrival of the CH-47 hel-
icopters. In some coses, where this sort of operation is frequent, the slings
and cargo bags are part of the orgaric squad equipment. The cargo bag (.=22 Kit)

is then loaded veing the following checklist:
Combat Checklint for il2lilif{t . sl BRI

. Jrounition:

O )
10,000 rds 50 cal 2 Grovp 4

Toungxalzd at 3 ynar intervala

’ MNantenni fiad af'ter 12 years
CONFIDE?;JTIAI.



.SUBJECT: Operational Ray CONFI .uEwNTIAJ. fugust 1967

Ending 31 July 1967 (RCS-CSIOR-65) (v)

1,000 rds 7.&@’1
860 rds 5.56mn

Oao box oz trip flares, claymore nines, and hand grenades.
b. Rations and other genr:

2 ea 5 gnl cans of water

1 ec cnse of "C" rations

1l en 5 g21 can of gon

ler 5 gal can 30 wt ¢il

4 can PL gpecinl oil

BILI for M-55 (My include mrchine gun barrels and spare barrela)
Pioneer tools

500 sandbags

Personal gear of crow

ifter the /=22 bag is loaded and secured, the /i-22 bag is brought together
with the M55 mount. The riount should have the.jack nounting brackets focing
the 4-22 bage

Wooden dunnage between the two will prevent demnge,. The guns are left on
the nmount and covered with conves or any avnilable material so es to mininize
the effect of the dirt and debris crused by the cevere prop wash of the Cil=47.
The barrels are recroved from the guns and along with the spare barrels, piaced
In the gunners ageat or packed in the 4-22 bage The M-18 reflex sight is algo ree
noved and placed in its carrying cose. The guns asie then elevated to 45 degrees
go the sight bar nnd the trunion lube poirts are ecven. The nmount itself is ot
covered due to the lack of & quick disconnect capebility. If at some future dote,
e quick discomnect canvac is developed, it also would be used to mininized the
effect of dirt ond debris.

Eight two foot sling legs or strops are used. They are fastened to clevises
which in turn arc festened to the four lifting eycs at the top of the mount and
the four comrnrers of the ..~-22 bag. One two loop sixtecen foot suspension sling is
thon used to join the straps together. .. donut; o continous umylon loop strap,
shaped like a donut; is alco attached to the suspensicn sling and is placed into
the suspension hook of tha CH-47 while it hovoers over the load., The sixteen foot
gurpension sling must be adjusted so thnt the load is balanced. Fornelly the
length to the 4-22 bag is half the length to the nount,

Prior to hooking tc the load, the CH-47 londy and the crow boards the aire
craft. The AN/PRC-25 radio is carried by the left connoneer. The M-60 machine
gun is carried by the driver along with 200 rounds of crrunition. The M-18
reflex sight is carried by tha Squad Leader or the guaner if the Squad Leader
had gone forwerd with a rccoinoissanics party.

The CH-47 will then bover over the 15-55 and ..-22 baz vhile *he donut is
placed in the suspension heok by somedse not soing forwnrd. Cavtion ruet be
cxercized on severni accowits duriwgs this poriion of tha preszduvren. The per-
gon mking the connesticn mast stond o the Sop of the lead in crder to nake
the hooke He st have a fim well balonced foobings a7 ] -

the hooks N W bing or'bn wiil-te blown off by

Grovp 4
Dwagraded a% 3 year intervals
Daninacifiad after 12 years
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Ending 31 July 1967 (ROS-CSFOR-65) (U) G

the 100 MPH winds of the hovering CH-47. Ho must wnatch that the CH=47 does
not sottle to low and cnruso possible damage to the load or injury to himself.
He must be careful vhen placing the donut into the suspension hook 80 as not

to touch the metal portion of the hook. Doing so will result in e shock fxnn
static eleotricity of sufficient magnitude to knock him off the load regardless
of his footing. Once hooked up the CH=47 mrkos its 1lift and the M-55 and crew
is noved to their destination. The entire load, internal and external
oombined, weight in the vicinity of 8,000 pounds end can be lifted in ons
CH~47 sortie.

Where possible, the squad leader should precedc his mount into position
and select his firing sites This, of course, is coordinated with the commander
of the supported unit. When his M-55 arrives, smolke is placed on tho site and
the CH-47 will lower the mount at the proper location, thereby minimizing
subsequent moves. lMovos are difficult due to the small wheels on the M55
and tha rough terrain in most areas in Vietnanm.

Observation (U) The helilift capnbility of the M-55 provides a flexible and
highly mobile automatic weapons capability aveilable for perimeter sccurity
during that type of gcperction.

FISLDS OF FIRS FuR AUTOMATIC VE2arONS (U)

Iten - (U) In order to achieve minimum response time when firing suppressive
counter mortar fire from night defonsive positions, it is necussary that
pernissive fields of fire be defined for all automatic weapons employed on
the perimetoer.

Discussion ~ (U) There have been scveral recent incidents whero night
defensive positions or Fire -Support/Patrol Bages which have had automatic
weapons enployed on their perimeter have received enomy mortar rounds. In
severnl cases the automatic weapons crew observed the flashes from the mortar
positions but wore eithor delayed or prohibitcd from returning suppressive
fire by having to call the command post end request permission to fira.
Several othor positions had permissive ficlds of fire and wero able to bring
fire on the eneny position immediatoly. A pernissive field of fire is
defined as a field of fire for = given period in which permission to fire is
automatically granted in the event of attack. Pormissive fields of fire
would change as the positions of ambush patrols, CFu. LPs, «tc, changed. They
ere plotted on a range card for instant use in the event of attack. If, in
the example above, nortar flashes are observed by an automatic weapons orew,
the squad leader checks his range cird to see if the flashes are in a
pernissive field of fire and, if so, brings imcdiate suppressive fire onto
the arca. He would also report the pcsition of the flashes to the TOC or
FDC as appropriate,

Group 4
Downgradsd nt 3 year
intervals.

Declagsified afbur 12 years
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3130 €0  Opor:i:t.ow.l Report = for Qury uerlgr Poricd 11 Awuet 1967
Ending 31 July 1967 (RCS-CSFOR-(5) (U)

Obsorvation = (U) An enemy mortar attack or penetration attempt can more
Teridly be countered through the use of permissive fields of fire. Personnel
in charge of automatic weapons elements should coordinate closely with the
supported unit in order o have timely and accurate permissive fields of fire
defined for all firo positions.

Test Firing of Automatic Weapons (U)

Item - (U) To insure maximum operational readiness and crew proficiency, it
is necessary to test fire at least weekly.

Discusgion = (U) Wemnow must be test fired at least weekly in order to insure
that they will function correctly during an engagement, A)l weapons are
disassembled, cleaned, reassembled, and adjusted daily, Erch day there is a :
possibility for error in assembly or adjustment. Cortain components of the
automutic weapons required periodic exercise, such as the recoil cylinders and
recuperator spring. Ciew proficiency and confidence will also deteriorate
unless the weapons are test fired periodically or fired in combat. DMiay
places where automatic weapons are employed have been spared eneny attack for
long periods at a time and as a result weapons have not been fired in anger

or exor.ised for these periodse Io txder to insure that the weapons function
properly test firing must be programmed. T :.,. firing nay be accomplished from
the location where employ:d after effecting necessary fire coordinction or
from a field location in the vicinity. I rcither of the two methods are
feasible then crews should be rotated with their equipment between areas of
active firing and areas of lesser activity.

Obssrvation = (U) Tcst firing of sutomatic weapons is essential at least
once a week and can be accomplishod thru effective scheduling and
cocrdinztion.

drrongement of Firing Site, Bunvor rid Guoste :o Aves (U)

Ttem - (U) The living area of the weapons crews must be as close to the
firing position as possible,

Discussion - (U) Readiness to deliver rapid on czll sutomatic weapons fire is
the prerequisite for 40mm and cal .50 multiple weapons vhen deployed as perimetex
security or ready reaction force (RRF) systems. Similarly, crew protection
during ground or mortar attack ccres second only to sclection and emplocement

of the weapon. ILessons learned during field operations by units of this

command have established that rapid transition from living quartere to over-
head cover to manning the guns is best achicved when the following is true.

ae lLocrtion of overhead bunker zs part of weapen bulwark,

be Iiviag gquarters arc collocated as part of ovarbend hunker and os
near the weapoa 2= posasible.

Gzow 24
Dowyreled st 3 wear:

intervals
veclassified after 12 years
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECTs Cperational Report - for Quartcrly Period 11 August 1967
Brding 31 July 1967 (RCS-CSFOR=-65) (U)

Observation - (U) This type of construction scheme enhances crew priteotion

as well as weapon system emnloyment, During mortar attacks, crews may obtain
protection without prolonged exposure to fire due to excossive distance to
ocover from oither the weapon or living quarters. During an active defense or
vhen called as reaction force, the minimum reaction time is achieved and
naximum control is maintained.

Combat_Area Ccxro- lagaxrds - (U)

Item = (U) Convoy hazards sre greatly increased in the combat zone.

Discugsion - (U) In COJUS, routine convoys were often marred by accidents.
These accidents were usually due to either equipment failure or poor driver
judgement., Ti: same type of road problems are found in Vietnan only in
greater quantities and usually under worse weather conditions. Drivers have,
for the nost part, ovsrcome the speed problem, and equipment failure is
negligable. Te new and more serious danger of mines is introduced in the
combat area that drivers can avoid if the following couses are recognized and
preventive action taken,

a. 0: poor roads or under poor weather conditions in convoys consisting
of a nixture of heavy haulers and wheeled vehicles; track vechicles have a
tondency to close up faster and pull away easier.

be In closing up the danger of an accident is ccmpounded if the front
vehicle hits a nine,

¢. The effects of the blastare then shared by two vehicles instead of
one and additionnl damage and often injuries are experienced because a driver
followed too close.

ds This danger is rmultiplied, in effect, when onc of the vehicles is
hauling POL or emmunition.

@. Recent injury to a nember of this unit lends credence to this
danger as the driver let his track get too close to a vehicle that
subsequently hit a mine,

Obegervation - (U) 4 positive approach when discussing accidents duc to
"tailgating" would be to also emphasize the danger associated with hostile
rine action. VWhen we reduce accidents we reducc injury and equipment down
tine.

Combinad Xeron Scarchlight, V=42 and M-55 Operations - (U)

Itenn = 4 need exists for the developement of a gun sight that takes advaniace
of the infra~red seawchlight,

Discugsiont A fizid~cxpadieat infroered night hos beea deviaed throuch the

uss of the relley =igats crganic to the M-42 and -85 sad the iafra-red

nesascope orgriic vo each infra~red susrenlight., The waaic pxinciple is

simple; the }-24 refiex sight on the M-42 end the 4-16 reflex sight on the
Group 4
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT:s Operational Report - for Quarterly Period 11 August 1967
Ending 31 July 1967 (ncs-csmn-ss (v)

M=55 can be artificially illuminated at night. The infra-red motascope has
no magnification hence no adjustment of focus is nocessary to clearly
distinguish between near or far objects. '“hen the soarchlight illuminates an
eneryy target, the gumer will sight throuph the metascope to see the lighted
reticle pattern of the reflex sight and he will position the guns so that
the reticle pattern is centered on the target illuminated by infra-red light.
A step=-by-step procedure is outlined below as a guideline for use of
this nethod.

1, Preparations

as Whenever pose\sle s collocate M-42's and M-55's with Xenon
searchlights,

be Boresight the reflex sight on tho M-42/M-55 for 500 meters.

ce Place M«42's in manual operations.

d, Establish sone means of communications between the M-42/M-55
and the searchlight,

es lLay the M-42 and the searchlight on a grid azimuth,

fs The M-42/M-55 will keep the infra-red netascope for sighting
and the searchlight will use the infra-red binoculars for searching.

g€+ Mount the netascope in conjunction with the M-42/M-55 reflex
sight, insure that the optical center of the netascope is generally alignod
with the reticle pattern of the reflox sitht in order to afford maximum
peripheral vision to both sides of the.cross hairs. A nount specifically
designed for this purpose is presently being fabricated by the 725th
maintenance Bn, 25th Infantry Division. Until such time as a mount is
available the metascope can be hand held. This, however will allow the
gunner the use of only one hand to adjust the elevation of the guns.

hoe Ensure that the speed of the computing sight is set to zero
before operation of the reflex sight.

2. Normel Operation:

ae The searchlight will scan the desired area and the searchlight
crew will observe with the infra-rcd binoculars. The M-42/M-55 crew can scan
with the metascope detached from the mount,

be When a target is visually located, the searchlight crew will
focus infra~red light on the target.

ce The guner of the M-42/M-55 will illuminate the reflex sight
with the orgenic night-lighting device and will adjust the intensity of the
artificial light to such a point that the reticle puttern of the sight is
visible and at a comfortable distance from the reflex lens.

de In manual operation, it will be necessaxy for the gunner to
direct the aziruth tracker onto the tergct. However, if the gumner is
proficient in power operation end if a mount is availahle to hold the meta-
scope, it is conceivable thnt pouwen operaticn wou'd ve more desirable,

ge When the target Ls ecuntered fu the reticle pattera o %hs .
reflex sight, the gunner can fire and expeet fir:t ruvund zccuracys

fo  IT the terget should move, the searchlight cwew ecan keep the
lipht on the tasget Ly viewing throwgh the hinoculecs and the er/LZ/M-ES cAn .
track the tarset through the meatsccpe and refliu: sight,

. Grovp 4

Towngmaded a% 3 year intervals
Declassified after 12 years
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SUBJECT: Operational Repcrt - fcx Quarterly Period 11 August 1967
Ending 31 July 1967 "iCS-CaF‘OR-GS) (v) )&/

Observation: (U) Experimente~i-. has demonstrated that the ¢ iabilities of
the searchlight oan be couplec. with the =42 and M-55 and complotely deny
unobserved enemy penetration of our verimeter of defense.

YECTION II, PART II IECOMMENDATIONS: (U)

& Limited Night Target icquisition Copsbility (U)

Elements of this battalion are halitually given extensive night perimete:z
security missions. Currently elements of this battalion are actively
providing security fors

a. 14 fire support/patrol bases
be 10 base camps

c6s 4 rock quar

de 4n airfield/re~upply area

8+ 5 night defense positions

At present the night target aquisition capability does not parallel the
ranga capahility of either the M-42 or the M-55. Occasionally e Xenon
searechlight is available for use in conjunction with a M=42. The great
majority of the time however, the only target acquisition rieans available is a |
pair of binoculars, which are highly dependent upon the amount of moonlight
available, Even under the best conditions at night, the binoculars are
barely adequate for target acquieition. There are two recent examples in
which casualties and equipment damgge could possibdly have been averted if
night detection devices had been avallsble:

a. Two M=55's were providing perineter security for a Fire S.lpport/
Patrol Base near Trung lap.: Under the cover of darkness, an unknown number
of Viet Cong were able to get close enough to fire an RPG-2 at the M-55. The
M-55 was destroyed and there was one nan killed and one man wounded,

Yo 8ix ¥-55's were providing perimeter seourity for a large complex at
Quan loi. Under the cover of darimess, an estimated company of Vet Cong were
able to surreptitiously breach the perimeter fence and conduct a coordinated
mortar and ground attack. The results were conaiderable US casualties
and significant equipment damage.

The addition of a starlight scope, line item U 29238 1, for each M=42
and M-55 would make them a much more formidable night perimeter security
weapon by denying to a greater degiee the cover of darkness to the Viet Conge
This headquarters submitted an MIOE on 25 May 1967 which will add the
gtarlight scopes. 4lso, on 2T July 1967, a request for emergency issue of the
starlight scopes was subnitted.

RECOMMENTDATIONs Early approval of the request for emergency issue and that a
starlisht scope, ling item U 29238 1, be included in future TOR for cach M=42
and %55,

.
[
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFB-FAC (11 Aug 67) 18t Ind
SUBJHOTs Operational Reports - Lessons Learned (U)

DA, HQ, II FFORCEV Arty, APO 96266
THRUs Comnanding General, II Field Foroe Vietnam, APO 96266

Comending General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN:
AVHGC-IH, APO 96375

Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN:
GPOP-OF, APO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force :Dovolomont, Department
of the Army, Washington D, C. 20310

1. (U) The quarterly report of the 5th Battalion (aW) (8P),
24 Artillery (UIC W-FQJ-AA) adequately reflects the operations and
lessns learmed during the reporting period.

2. (C) The following comments pertain to the attached Opera-
tional Report - Lessons Learneds

a. Section I, paragraph b,(9)(a)i%2. The automatic wea-
pons B&I program is continually monitored to provide increased margins
of safety. On occasion, this headquarters has suspended automatic wea-
pons HAI fires at selected firing positions, due ﬁo"g:e dengity and

oloseness of the oivilian populace. 106 NO. ..l :‘Ls
“ "‘ J mu-"q
b. Section I, paragraph o¢,(4). Thore‘ﬁ,a r definite rqu :

ment for an in-country repair facility for the 23 inch Xenom Searchlight.
The turn-around times involved with transferring defective sub-gsseublies
to Granite City Arsenal in CONUS are unacoeptable. Additiomally, ade-
quate stockeges of in-oountry repair parts should be provided. This was
reocommended in this headquarters' Operational Report - Lessons Learned
for this period.

¢c. Section II, Part II, Concur. There is a definite re-
quirement for increased night target acquisition capabilities commensurate
with the range capabilities of the automatic weapas. The request for
emergency issue of the starlight scopes, mentioned in Section II, Part
II, was approved by II FFORCEV and forwarded to USARV on 13 August 1967.
The II FFORCEV indorsement further stated that these required starlight

scopes are not available for redistribution from present II FFORCEV sssets.

@MWM“

/8 Brigadier General, USA
Downgraded at & year Intervals Commanding
Declassified after 12 years
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AVFBC=H (11 Aug 67) 2d Ind A

SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned, HJ 5th Battalion (AW) (SP)
2d Artillery, 31 July 1967 (RS CSFCR=65)

DA, HQ II FFORC3V, APO San Francisco 96266 9 .1 AUG 1967
THRU: Commanding General, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC-DH, APO 96375
. Commander in Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-MH, APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Dept of the Army,
Washington, D.,C, 20310

1. (U) Subject report is forwarded,

~

in the basic report and the first indorsement.

£ LA

’ CPT, AGC
! Inel Asst AG

FOL THZ COMMX'DiR:e

ne

;4

/6

2, (U) This headquarters concurs with the corments and recormendations




" CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC=DST (11 Aug 67) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
31 July 1967 (RCS CSFOR=65) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 : 7 ggp (967

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP=(T,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 July 1967 from Headquarters, 5th Battalion
(AW) (SP), 2d Artillery, WFQJAA as indorsed.

2, (C) Pertinent comment follows: Reference item concerning a limit-
ed night targetacquisition capability, section II, part II, page 12:
Concur, Comments and recommendation are appropriate,

FOR TI'E COMMANDER:

( /'/ -
'y
I ’/ .
DY
.;.',‘.5'3 AG’ .
Downgraded at 8 year Intervals
Declassified ofter 12 years
e DOD DIR 5200.10
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. GPOP-DT(11 Aug 67) 4th Ind (U)-——————— T
__SUBJECT:-—Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967 G
from HQ, 5th Bn AW (SP) 2d Arty (UIC: WFQJAA)(RCS CSFOR-65)(U)

__'___._.-——__,_’—————»

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558  gq QCT 1967 '

TO;: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Dovolopmont;~nopartment of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

2. This headquarters has not received the MTOE reportedly
submitted per paragraph b, Section 1I, Part I1I, page 12 of basic report.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
Y 1
K. F. OSBOURN

MAJ, AGC
Asst AG
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