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as 52d srtillery Group units continued to .rovide artillery sup-
port to the mujor ran~uver eleuents in the 1I CTu.

b, The 3d 3attalion, 6th .rtillcry, 6th Battalion, 14th srtillery,
Headquartcrs and C 3att ry, 1st 3attalion, 30th artillery, and C Battery,
¢Y  w3d Battalicn, 18th »rtillery continued support of the 2d 3rigade, 4th 1nfantry
{; FPivision, 2d 3Jrigadec, 1st Cav Division (s:1) and the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry
Divisiox‘ 'n the laul kevere IV 0. B Battery, 1st 3attalion, %0th artillcry
““-c nd B 3.ts.ry, %d Battalion, 1bth artill.ry continued support of 1st 3rig:de,

i _) y 1018% --iivorne Yivision in wdaus 40, nre et
. poad it
<1 ' ¢, The Tth dattalion, 15th srtillery completed off-loading in .-ui

thon on 10 kuvember 1966 and was supporting the CaP kur. Infantry Division 'in

flang Ho T effective 13 hovember 1960, On 6 December 1966, 3 dattery .was
attached to 3d B-~ttalion, 6th axrtillcry in suppert of the 1st Battdfi'dh, 69th

Lrner on route security of Hiway 19. un 15 Ueceuer 4 Buttery repladed B- - .
Battery in thic mission. ‘ : ,

0o oJ

d. C Battery, 3d Battalion, 18th srtillery reverted to coitrol of
parent battulion for subsequent enployment vwith elements of the 1st Cav Div-
ision (kM) in the Thayer .0 effective 3u Novemoer 1966,

€+ Jluring the 1st Brigude, 1018t sirborne pivision's employment
in Operation Fickett in hontuwn brovince, B ldattery, 1st sSattalion, 30th srtil-
lery provided general support fires until 18 Junuary 1967 when th. unit
“eturned to wui whon. Upon deployucnt of 1st 3rigade, 101st . irborne pivision
fron sdans #0 to lickett a0, B Buttery, 3d dattalion, 18th srtillery contin-
ued attuchnient to the 5th Battalion, 27th srtillery providing G fircs to
ist Brigade, 4th Infentry Vivision in Oper: tion :dans.

\ C Sattery, 1st Battalion, 30th 4rtillery attached became OLCON of 18t Cav
Division (ui1) in support of Uperut.un Thayer Il. it the same time, 1st
Jattelion, 30th Lrtillery (-) with B and C B.ttcry, Tth 3attalion, 15th
FOROTRD DOWNCRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
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CONFIOENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Report for 4uarterly Period inding 31 January 1967

Artillcry attached assuned the mission of GSR of CAP ROk Infantry Division
in Mang Ho 8.

g+ On 5 Jenuary 1967, the 3d Battalion, 18th Artillery, Tth Bat-
talion, 13th Lrtillery, 1st Battalion, 30th artillery and B Battery, 29th
artillery (SIT) werc detached from 52d Artillery Group and attached to I FFUKCEV
irty. The remaining battalions (3d Battalion, 6th artillery and 6th Battal-
ion, 14th Lrtillery) of the 524 nrtillery Group continued to support 4th
Infantry Division elements engaged in Cperations Paul Kevere IV4y Sam Houston,
and route gecurity of Hiway "9,

h. on 14 January 1967, the 3d Battalion, 18th Artillcry was re-
attached tc 544 artillery Group, continuing its support nmission to the 1st
Cav Division (ali) in Binh Dinh Provincc. 3 Battery, 3d Battalion, 18th
»rtillery continued support of 1st Brignde, 4th Infontry Division.

i, Cther minor changes in unit missions will be reflected in
atti.ched battaliond reports.

2, (U) Civil affairs:

a, 52d Lrtillery Group continucs to implement I FFURCLV Reg 10-1
in coordinetion with district chiefs, province chief, and the UsilD reprc-
sentative. During the reporting period two concretc spillways and a one kn
dirt road have becen ccmpleted and onc hamlet hes been surrounded by @ barbed
wire fence.

b, MNedical assistance to the villages in proxinity to srtill.ry
Hill is provided by the Group and Battalion surgeons and their staeff,

Section II. Comnmanders Obscrvaticns and Rocommcnda?ions
Part I. Obscrvation (Lcssons Learned)
1. (U) Pcrsonnel -~ omitted.
2. (C) Cperations:

Iten: Liecutenints are not receiving sufficient troining in acrial obscrva-
tion proecdures.

Discussion: Registratious and nost adjustments of fire arc conductcd by
reoricl observers. The .'0I at Fort Sill coupled with the non-availability
of ecircraft and pilots, precludes adequatc training prior to arrival in
Vietnam. .8 & result, experienced NCO's &re oftcn used as aerinl obscrvers
to insure valid registraticns.
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LONEI DENTIAL

SU3JLCT: Opecrational Report for Wuarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967

Ubscrvation: The officers busic course should insure that practical instruce~
tion on the conduct of aerial observation is conducted.

Item: Reliablc power source for the AN/MPQ-4 set.

Discussion: Radars used for base camp defense usually have commercial type
power wvailable, Provision of a rectifier or converter will permit contin-
uous operution using commercial power.

Observation: & rectifier or converter should be provided for the AN/MPQ-4
radar for those radars assigned to a base cump defense rolc.

Iten: The mortar attack on Holloway AB on T January 1967 pointcd up several
prodblems involving implementation of un effective countermortar program.

Discussion: In addition to friendly artillery snd mcrtar, gunships were
available. The countermortar radar ot New Pleiku AB picked up the second
incoming round and provided an accurate 10 digit plot. The VC made scveral
diversionary feints in other parts of the 'leiku Defense Complex. Since the
strike wus against en airfield complex, scveral gunships were able to quickly
lift off ond were able to launch attacks against apparent mortar positions.
With ARA end gunships in the area, employment of artillery became restric-
tive due tc aircraft proximity to mortar targets., Procedurcs arc now cstab-
lished which give this hezadquarters responsibility to control available US
uwrtillery fires within the defonse oomplex. These procedures provide that
initially, artillery has priority in engaging enemy mortar locations during
hours of darkness when based on CMR fix. Gunships may be used to engage
morter targets initially if practicshle nntil CiR has a fix «and artillery
is ready to fire. During the night time, units are instructed to reirain
from delivering countermortar fire (if loci.tion is uncertain), or illuminoe-
ting with organic mortars until CTOC gives authorization in order to obtain
a rapid CMR fix without interference on the radar scope. Once artillery is
ready to fire countermortar program, gunships will orbit in predete¢rmincd
loce.tion as directed by CSCC and will be prepared to attack other targcets
&s directed or to observe artillery firc.

Observation: The judicious use of flareships and artillery illumination as
opposed to morter illumination &nd hend flares, to prevent unnecessary illum-
inetion of friendly units and to permit CIR use, is mandatory. One headquir-
ters must be responsible for ccntrol and allocation of US artillery fires.

Itens Vulnerability of fixed installations to attack by VC/NV; sapper
elenents.

Discussion: The 7 Janunry 1967 attack on Holloway emphasized the need for

equipment to detect «wnd identify noving ground targets. A4t present cnly vise-
u:l devices such as searchlights and flares are available &nd their use is

3
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NI QENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operation:l Report for 4uarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967

limited because of the risk of exposing friendly clements to enemy observa-
tion

Qbservation: Hadar sect AN/TPS-ZB shculd be employed for oriticel base camp
dofense. A request for this radar will be included in a subsequent submis-
sion of & IMIPOE for this hocadquarters.

3, (U) Training and Organization - omitted.
4. (U) Intelligence - omitted.
5. (C) Logistics:

Item: Artillery tuve condemnation criteria.

Discussion: Rceent instructions reduced artillery tube life to a fraction

of thet contcoined in appropriate technieal menuals. Under the new criteria
tube lifc is linited to appreximitely six months for 105mm howit zers «nd

two to three months for the 175mm gun. The supply system was no® equipped

to handle the increascd demand for replacement tubes when the rewised criteria
wes implenented.

Ubservation: During combat, when dristic revisions to criteris wre estib-
lished, the logistical 4y&ten must be capable of absorbing the demind befdre
implencntation is corderecd.

Itens Ration issue.

Discussion: Supply of 8lass I to widely dispersed fitld locations is extrenely
difficult for battalions when supply point distribution for garrison is used.:
FPorward support activities operction Class I points cun accomplish the

supply tasks and ere preferred. The next best solution is for the artillery
group to oper~te a ration breckdown point similar to the onc currently oper-
&ting in the Pleiku area. Subsistince specialists «re not authorized in the
artillcry TOL at group or bottalion level. This headquarters hoas submitted

o ITOE vhich includes these spaces.

Observation: Subsistence specialists have been requested in the MIOL,
working undcr the supervision of the Fcod Service Supcervisor,

Poxrt II. Recommendation~.
1. (C) Operations:
s That the officers basic course emphasize requirement of pro-
ficiency in acrial cbscrvation for Lts scheduled for eventual assignment to

Vietnane

b. Tha% a rectifier or convertur be issued to units possessing

Lonl E10FNTHL
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SUBJiCT: Opcraticnal Heport for Wuarterly Feriod nding 31 January 1967

counternortar rodars semi-permunently enplaced for base camp sccurity. This
hcadquarters will subnit & MIOE to reflect the needed change.

¢s Thut the rador set AN/TPS-ZS be employed for detection of
woving ground torgets in the viecinity of eritical base camp areas.
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1 Incl 0. L. TOBIASON
as Colonel, irtillery
Cormanding
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AONETDEN TIAL

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
52D ARTILLERY GROUP
1. Headquarters and Headquartcrs Battury, 524 Artillery Group
T77th Countermortar Radar Detachment - att:ached.
235th Countcrnorter Reder Detaohment - attached.
237th Counterniortar Radar Detachnont - attached.

6 seotions of the 1st Plat, Battery B, 29th trtillery
(s1r) - LCON

2. Foilowing battalion size units n~re attached:
3d Battalion, 6th Artillery (105 SP)
6th Battalion, 14th Artillery (8"/175 SP)

34 3attelion, 18th Artillery (8%/175 SP)
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFA-AT-D (2 PFeb 67) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operationsl Report of Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period
Ending 31 Jamary 1967 (RCS CSFR-65)(52d Arty (}p)(U)L / ' L

HAEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM ARTILLERY, APO 96350 17 Feb 67

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the Army,
Washington, DC 20310

1. (U) Concur in observations and recommendations csontained in basic
commnication.

2. (C) The following additional comments are submitted:
a. Reference para la, Part II, Section II;

‘Recommendation has been made to Director of Gunnery, US Army
Artillery and Missile Schodl.

be. Reference para lc, Part II, Section IIQ

52d Arty Gp has submitted a request for Radar Set AN/TPS.25
by USARV Form L7R, "Request for Equipment in Excess of Authorized Allowance."

FOR THE COMMANDER s

y P \i[écg )
1EO E, ELLIS
LTC, Arty
Adjutant
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