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CONFIDENTIAL

. DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (6 May 68) FOR OT RD 681101 13 May 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 6th

Battali 7th Artill Period E
attalion, 27th Artillery, Perio ‘?f}ﬁg'}}Ofa??éFY,%??3‘$¥?}ucgona*

&,
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e
[#3.98

pefense of h “7‘; e F . > jon 795 and T9Ge |
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l. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 3b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT RD, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appro-
priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current
operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

%,&/ é /La/c/m_

1 Incl KENNETH G. WICKHAM
as Major General, USA o
The Adjutant Gcncrdl‘\ ™

DISTRIBUTION Ty Ty r -
Commanding Generals ‘)"

US Continental Army Command U

US Army Combat Developments Command ]xﬂ m 31“
Commandants i : : r ,lJ

US Army Command and General Staff College ' pn et Yy e

US Army Armor School
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US Army Infantry School
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US Army Ordnance School
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from classified inclosure.
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 CONFIDENTIAL

AVGE-YC 31 January 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968,
(RCS CSFOR-65) UIC: Xz8ZXX (U)

a. The 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery remained assigned to the 23d
Artillery Group.

b. The S-1 Section conducted an extensive inter and intra battalion
infusion program during the reporting period.

c. During this reporting period the personnel strength of the
battalion was slightly less than authorized.

d. There are no major personnel shortages in any MOS or grade in
the organization.

e. There were six battle casualties (WIA) and two non-battle casualties
during this reporting period.

f. Awards and decorations presented to members of this command included
eight Bronze Stars (Service), four Air Medals (two w/OIC), one Army Commendation
Medal, and six Purple Hearts.

g+ There is no significant R&R information.
h. There were no significant morale or disciplinary problems.

i. The Medical Section of the battalion has conducted an extremely
effective program of instruction relative to personal hygiene. The improved
health of the:. command has had a good effect on morale.

j. There were no vehicle or aircraft accidents significantly affecting
operations. '

ke There were no significant changes in educational opportunities.
l. There were no significant religious services or problems.
2. (C) Intelligence

a. The Battalion S-2 Officer continued during this period to maintain
close liaison with the Sector S-2 Officer of Binh Long Province and the S-2
Officer of Special Forces Detachment B-33, Company A, 5th Special Forces Group
at Hon Quan, RVN. Significant intelligence has been obtained as a result of
this close and continuous liaison.

b. During this period one O-1 aircraft has been made available to
this organization on a daily basis by the 23d Artillery Group. This aircraft
has allowed the Battalion to increase its visual reconnaissance capabilities.

c. The Battalion has continued its program of attacking hard targets
and is constantly revising and adding targets to its active target ligt.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGiE-JO ' 31 Janunary 1945
SUBJIXCT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 195G,
(RGS CSFOR=55) UIC: X28ZX (U)

3. (C) Training

a, Ths 3gttalion continues to aduinister Specialist Tesits fer gw
saction personnel, Fire Direction Center nersonnel and all inconing Commpany
Grade 0ificers. The Bgtialion has formed a test tean which administers
proficioncy tests to the firing sleients of vhe Sattalion.

b, HNew in-cowniry arrivals continus to be sent to 1lst Infantry Division
Jungle Davil Schools Tais cowrss of instruction contributes siguficantly to the
newly arrived soldier's ability to parform securiiy idissions in the vicinity of
his bavtery area.

4Le (C) Oporations.-

a. Duriny this reporting peried the 6th 3attalion, 27th Artillery
participated in the following operati.ons:

(1) Operation "Miapid-Fire II“, 4 Noveuber - 10 Wovamber 1957.
One platoon Battery WBM, lst Ba,i.'bahon, GLeh Artillery was attached to this
organization and moved by C=130 aireraft from Bien Iioa, RVN, To Loc iinh, V.0,
This platoon provided Giroct support for clewonts ol Co:npan*r wpt, 5th Spreial
A‘orcos Group Gurang this operatiocn. It also reinlorccé fires of S'th Ba'i;'l‘alion,
15th Artillery which vas suppor ting 1st urigade, lst Iafantey Division in the
Loc linh arca, One liaiSon ofiicer aud two forvard observers were atte.ched
to Signma Cperations, Caapany "AW, 5th Spocial TForces Group dwring th:s oneration.
The liaison orXificer Ifunctioned as the fire support coordinator and su.:\.mn.sad
fire planning. The forward cbhsurvors accaipanied maneuver univs and a.d usiaed
{ire as macessary,

" (2) Operation "Rapid-Fire Ive, 14 Ioveiber «~ 27 Hovomber 1967,
Cne liaison of.uicor was attached to Deta.clment b-36 Campany "4"%, 5th Special
Forces Group Guring this operation. The liasi.son o..f:s.cer funeti ouea as tha Tirs
support coord rinator and plamnned fires for elements of the 6th 3gttalion, 27th
Artillery and the 5th Battalion, 15th Artillery who o:ovided fire support for
the operation, -

(3) During tho posiod 19 Novouber 1967 - 18 Daceuber 1567, one
platoon Bgitery "%, lst Battalion, G4th Artillery was attached to this
organization and moved by C=-123 aircraft {roin Bien Hoa to 3u Dop, RVN. This
platoon urovided direct support far Dotaciment AJ41l, Company "A¥, 5th Special
forces Group., One liaison ofificer and one forward obsorver ware attached to
Caupany "AMW, 5th Speoial Forces Group duriang this period, Tho liaison officer
functionad as the fire support cooxcinator for tho Detachment Comsander, Tho
{orward observer accaupanioed mancuver units and adjusted fire as nocessary,
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVGi-YC 31 Jamvary 1958
SULJECTs Opsrational ieport for Qx.a,cta,. 1y Foriod dncing 31 Jamuary 195G, .
(RCS C370R-65) UIC: XZCZXX (U)
(4) oOperation "Yellowstons I", 8 Decembor -- 23 Decanber 1947, L4

One forward observer was attached to 1lst 'Sa.v‘c.a.lion, 4Sth ’lagment ARVE,

during this operation. ile accampanied this maneuver wait and adjustad fira

as nacossary, Additionally, he functionad as ths fire support coordinator

for the force carmander and gla..mac‘ fires for tha lst Battalion, 27th Artillery
and the 7th 3attalion, 1lth Artillery,

(5) Dwring the period 11 Decauber - 16 Dgcerber 1567 one platoon
Battery uph, 1st Battalion, 84%h Arlillery was atiached to this organization :
and movad by C=130 Irom Bien Hoa, RV, to Teng Is Chan, iV.l. Tuis pla'&:oon 4
provided dirsct support Jor Detach. ont A334, Con..aa.n,r “A" th Special Forcas
Gn:oup, conducting socarch and &astroy operaticns narta ol To“g Is Chan.

(6) Operation "St lfick", 18 Docombor - 25 Decombar 1957, Tha
aitached platoon located at Fonz Le Chan was noved by C-130 aireraft iron i
Tang Io Chaa to lidnh Thanh, DRV, Tho platoon provided diract support for
olemonis of Coupany FA", 5ih Spacial Farcos Group.

(7) Duwring this period this organization has coaductod a study
ol fuze action for heavy artillery in doublo and tripio canopy jwunzle. This
study was initiatod to imcroase tho effsctivuness of this Bgitalion's artillery
swpport. It requirod e.'tanaiva aerial recomiaissance and a lirunted aownt o
damaga assessmont conducted ca o ground in the target area in the vicinity of i
Dong Xoad, RVi.

b. The following mumber of ulssions wore fired with total xaownts
of armunition expended.

XL HESSIONS, FIRED AMPUNITION EXPINDED
: | MEN At g
Battery WA" 4632 | 5354, 252
Ltory WBM 4053 5157 4259
Battory "CM | 3125 2845 5127
Battery ¥B" 1/84 Arty 1243 6651
TOTAL: ' 13,264 6,951 13,756 12,344

5. (C) ZLogistios

CONFIDENTIAL o &-..
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AVGE-YC 31 January 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968,
(RCS CSFOR-65) UIC: Xz8ZXX (U)

a. During this reporting period resupply of this organization was
accomplished in the following manner:

(1) Battery "A" and Battery "C" were resupplied by convoy.
(2) Battery "B" was resupplied exclusively by aircraft.

(3) Elements of Battery "B", lst Battalion, 84th Artillery
were transported and resupplied exclusively by aircraft.

b. The 610th Maintenance Battalion (DS) assumed responsibility for
direct support maintenance of Battery "B" from 185th Maintenance Battalion (DS).

6. (C) Aviation: The following aviation missions, listed by sorties,
were flown during this reporting period:

Cmd & Control Recon Arty Adj PAX Cargo (tons) Hours

Rotary Wing 20 34 0 45 1.0 46
Fixed Wing 205 299 30 29 2.0 285
TOTAL: 225 333 30 74 3.0 331

7. (U) Civic Action: The following civic action projects have been
accomplished during this reporting period by this organization.

a. The Phuoc Vinh school was continually under reéair while elements
of the Battalion were located in Phuoc Vihn, RVN. '

b. Thanksgiving and Christmas parties were given by all batteries of
the Battalion for Vietnamese children.

¢. The Battalion medical section has conducted ten MEDCAPS and has
attended six hundred and twenty-five patients during this period in the Phuoc
Vinh and Quan Loi areas.

d. A Boy Scout troop has been organized in Quan Loi.

8. (C) Communications:

a. During this period five sole user VHF circuits were obtain.d from
the 36th Signal Battalion. These circuits are the primary means c. communication
used for command and fire control between the Battalion Headquartcrs and Batteries
ngn .nd ncn.
Fage 5 o
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~ CONFIDENTIAL

31 January 1568

AVGS.C
SUBSICT: Operational Report for Quartorly Peried Ending 31 Jamwarr 1956,
(A0S CSTOR-55) UIC: XZ8ZXX (T) _

b, A now antonna ‘tower was constructed and omplaced by Headquariers
Battery which enables the Battalion : aa.dcunr‘cers to caunwicate uith all firing

battonid.os of tho Battalion on M radio,.

SECTION IX
PART I, OBSERVATICNS

1. (U) Porsomel and Adrdnistration - Nono,

2. (C) Intelligenco:

as ITiEM; Targot Acquisition.

- (1) DISCUSSION: This organizotion has been provided with one
sot of optically stablilizod binoowlars (Dyaalons) for tho purpose of evaluating
The oc-uip..:ont was

the equipment and ostablishing tochnlques for their uso,
Jound to % of groat assistance in tar._,at acquisition by aerial ovservers,

Cbsoervors wore abla to obsorve largor aroas, in uorc dotall, in less time, with
the Dynaleas than with presently issued 7x50 binooculars, ,

. (2) OBSERVATION: This equipnent should bs made availablo to
all targot adquisition agencios utilizing aerial observers.
3. (U) f%raining and Organization:
a. ITEM: Sound Ranging Method of Locating Observers. -

(1) DISCUSSION: This arganization tested a sownd renging notiod
of locating obsurvors wiich was developod by tho Guanory Departnent, United
Statos Army Artillery and Missile School. Tho mothod was found to Do effoctive

and fast,

_ (2) ODSINVATION: Caipany Gbado Artillery Ofiicors should be
nade award of tho method of 1ooat:|.ng observers by sound ranging prior to their
arrival in RV, | '

4, (0) Operations:
&, ITEM; DINuso SOJ.oot:\.m. .

" (1) DISCUSSION: This crganisation hes oonduotod a study of fuso
aotion for heavy artillory in double and triple oenopy jwde. This study
rovealed that fuze quick is not olfective against any known targots, That fuse

dolay while effootivo against porsonwl has only linjted effoct against fartifioed

B i N ——
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGE-YC 31 January 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968,
(RCS CSFOR-65)UIC: XZ8ZXX (U)

(2) OBSERVATION: Fuze delay should be used when firing heavy
artillery against targets in double and triple canopy jungle.

b. ITEM: Heavy Artillery Utilization.

(1) DISCUSSION: Liaison officers of this organization have
experienced difficulty in planning fires for several maneuver units whose
commanders were reluctant to utilize heavy artillery. This reluctance was
in most cases based on a lack of trust in the accuracy of heavy artillery
material rather than a lack of confidence in the firing unit. This difficulty
is overcome by persuasive and accurate instruction by knowledgeable personnel.

(2) OBSERVATION: Direct and early coordination must be made
with supported mancuver units to insure maximum utilization is made of sup-
porting heavy artillery. This coordination must be made by personnel ex-
perienced in the use and control of heavy artillery fires.

5. (C) Logistics:
a. ITEM: Ammunition Storage.

(1) DISCUSSION: Artillery ammunition must be stored in such a
manner as to reduce the possibility of destruction by fire or eremy action.
Dispersing ammunition in small amounts in a large area and segregating am-
munition components reduces the possibility of damage or destruction to
ammunition. Proper cover, sand bags and other barrier material, reduces
the risk of damagc by enemy fires and also serves to protect the ammunition
from the weather. Additionally, during the dry season, the area surrounding
storage areas should be clcared of brush.

(2) OBSERVATION: Artillery ammunition should be dispersed within
the storage arca in small amounts and segregated by components. Cover against
enemy fire and weather should be provided for all ammunition. Fire breaks
should be utilized in the dry season.

6. (U) Other:
a. ITEM: Firing Battery Communications.

(1) DISCUSSION: This organization has conducted a study of
communications within its organic firing batteries and has determined that
an effective communications system is needed to insure that fire commands sent
by the Fire Direction Center are monitored by all personnel of each gun section.
It is necessary for all gun section personnel to monitor all fire commands in
order to achieve fast and accurate response. Presently each gun in the organ-
ization 18 equipped with a Concrol Radio Set C-2328A/GRA 39. This loudspeaker

Page 7
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AVGE-YC 31 January 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968,
(RCS CSFOR-65) UIC: X28ZXX (U)
is mounted on the hull of each M107 and MI10, to facilitate gun crcw members
monitoring all fire commands.
»

(2) OBSERVATION: Communications equipment presently authorized
for the firing batteries of this organization is not adequate to meet the
requirement of allowing all gun crew members to monitor all fire commands.
Engine noise of the M-107 and M-110 overrides the output of the authorized
loudspeakers. The vehicle engine must be operated during fire missions in
order to prevent the 5 horsepower motor from burning out due to frequent

starting and stopping.
SECTION II

PART 11, RECOMMENDATIONS

1. (U) Personnel and Administration.
None.

2. (U) Intelligence.
None.

3. (U) Training and Organization.
None.

4., (U) Operations.
None.

5. (U) Logistics.

That self-propelled artillery firing batteries be issued with a
public address system which includes one loudspeaker, LS-103/TIQ-2, per gun.
Availability of these public address systems would enhance the communications
system presently found in these firing batteries by allowing each man in each
gun section to monitor fire commands when vehicle engine is being run.

4'. L. [ " . RC .. -?‘»‘i__g"
SUGEE I, 0'GRADY .
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AVE2-20C (31 Jan 63) Md iac
SUBJLCY:  Operational Report - Lessons uearnnd (RCS-CSLQR—&S)

DA, 1, II FRURCAV ARLY, APV 96266 5 MAR 18E3 -

Liads  Counending General, II Field Jorce Vietnam, &0 9Yo2éo
Comaanding General, United States Amy Vietnam, &00N: AVIGC-J8T, »
A0 96375
Comnander-In-Chief, Unitca Stutes Army Pacific, AlMi: urir-0u,
APO 96558

s dssistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Devartuent of
the Army, Washington, b. Ce  203%10

1. (U} 'he quarterly rcvort of the Gth Sattalion, 27ih artillery
(wA1544) adequately reflects the operacvions and lessons leurned during
tue ceporting period,

2. (U) The “ollowinz coaaents pertain to the attached Operazional
Reports - Leassons Learned:

T

7. Reference Section II, Part 1, paragesvh 2 cnd —ara-ruih 2a,
1at indorsement. Concur in discussion, howaver, it wouid be vreusture {
to muke a firm recomuendation for buzis of issue at thiz tims, |

b, Section II, Part I, par: rapn 3a and perziraph 2b, 1st in-
dorsement, Concur. Other units of this command alsc tested the sound
ransing metnod of locating observers. Ghe results ghoweé that tne tech-
nique is simple, quick amd loocution accurzey of 150-200 meters weos cone
sigtenily achieved.

c. Section 1I, rart I, paragravh 4a snd 2c¢, 1st indorsement.
Concur,

d. -Section II, Part I, poragrsph 40 and vparagraph 2d, 1st in-
dorsemaint. Concur, . .

e. Refereunce Secticrn II, Part I, paraszrapr 9 and puragrepn 2e,
1st irdorgement. Concur.

f. Seetion 1I, Yars I, pursgraph b, Section 1i, Pert Ii, puva=-
gravh 9 and parsgravh 23, 13t indorserent. Coacur. Xecommerd Self Pro-
nelled artillery units be authorizec loud speaker eeis, LS-103/01¢-2,
cue per pun, undor afUd. Pending U032 approval, rsco.uend SP units be
authorized to draw and retain the loud speaker systezs under the provi-
sionsg of USARV ressage AViGa=D-.D €5839, 226 0601512 Oct 67, subject: |
Tenporary Loan Procedures.

i wyy : “
"EAYEOND Po HURTHY ¥
bErigriier General, USA ;
Commending !
10
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AVFBC-RE-H (31 Jan 68) 32d Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lassons learned for Quarterly Period Ending
31 January 1968, (RCS CSFOR-65) .
DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 10 MAR 1968
THRUs Commanding General, Us Arcy Vieinram, ATT: AVHG-C(DST)., APO 96375
Commender, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GFOZ-0T, APO 96558

T0s 4ssistant Chief of Stolf for Force Development, Deportment of the
Amw. YWas hm{}'ton, D.Ce 20310

l. Subject report is forwarded.

2. This command has reviewed the sttached CRLL of the 6th Battaliosn,
27th Artillery and concurs with it.

FOR THE COLLZANDER:

Onun o
£. M. McGRATH %
CPT. AGC
dsst AG

i1

s 4

|
|




AVHGC-DST (31 Jan 68) 4th Ind (U) CPT Arnold/twl/LBN 4485
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968,
(RCS CSFOR-65) UIC: XZ8ZXX (U)

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 4 AFX 1568

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1968 from Headquarters, 6th Bat-
talion, 27th Artillery as indorsed.

2. Pertinent comment follows: Reference item concerning firing battery com-
munications, page 7, paragraph 6a; page 8, paragraph 5; 1st Indorsement,
paragraph 2g; and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2f. Equipment in excess of cur-
rently authorized allowances should be requested by MTOE, with full justifica-
tion, submitted through command channels. USARYV has not received an MTOE
from the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery. Since this unit has a standardized
MTOE approved, and will be reorganized in mid-1968, any new MTOE submis-
sion should be based on the standardized MTOE. Intermediate headquarters
should justify applicability for all like units. Temporary loan is not appro-
priate since the requirement is continuing, and is not an emergency.

3. Correct Unit Identification Code is WAILISAA.

4. A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting unit through
channels.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

P -
L/ ntloelivntlinog
Copies furnished: . C. S. NAKATSUKASA
HQ 6th Bn, 27th Arty Captain. AGG
HQ II FFORCEYV Assistant Adjutant General
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GPOP-DT (31 Jan 68) (U) 5th Ind ' o
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 6th Bn, 27th Arty for Period Ending SRR i

- 31 January 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RL)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 2 3 APR 1363

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Wagshington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

s

CPT, AGC
Asst AG
. ‘!.
'f.',.h_ i
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