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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY r -

HQS, 5TH SFGA (ABN), 1ST SF
APO 96240

CONFIDENTIAL
AFTER ACTION REPORT OF ASSAULT ON LOC NINH - 29 OCT - 4 NOV 67 (U)

T. (C) General.

a, Camp Mission:

(1) To aid, advise, support and assist the VNSF (LLDB).

(2) To conduct border survotlance.

(3) To organize equip and train CIDG Forces.

(4) To establish bases to interdict VC routes of communication.

(5) To-conduct special operations as directed by higher Headquarters.

(6) To conduct operations b.ased on known intelligence.

b, Camp Location: XU 731823

a, Major Infiltration Routes: See inclosure # 5

d. Significant Terrain Features: See inclosure # 1

e,. W-athcr: The weather was cool with the winds faalm. during the loo
]li-Jh -.. ;i,.k, Tha moon was in its last quarter. There were no unusual visibility
'-.trictions except for normal early morning haze.

f. Attitudes of lccal populace& A majoiiJty of th' T1e Nlnh population
ai:.-1 a LLnti..NLF, though their degree of pro-GVN sympathy and support varies
p-.:.port'.unally with the degree of FWMF force troops and influece in the area.
T.ju h m.qy Montagnards were used as bearers, they are eoerced and offer no

itd, ic " o prec.ude reprisals,

:c (C) Friendly Situation Prior to Attazk.

. Diuposition of patrols and local security. There was a patrol
.'itiw of oni CIDG Company approximattely eight kilometers lorthwest of Leo

N tnn and thre, nompanies, a recon element and a CA/PO squad located inside the

b, Early warning devicest There are guard posts situated on each of
.h~e rine ;tnte of the camp and there are numerous trip flares in the first

}1..mri -er, L~a I e)7

GROUP 4 4 DOWNGRADED AT3
YEAR INTERVALS DECLASSIFIED
AFTER 12 YEA!S - DOD DIR 520040
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CONFtrnE4-Ti IlL
1ftTr-ic4c-R*0rb- A ssault on Loc Ninh - 29 Oct - Nov 67 (U)

0. Status of Camp Defensive Positions: See Incl l.Troops are billet-
ed in the wall of the defensive perimeter with each CIDG Company having a respon-
vibilit" 0 dor(;, f c 7tj .zi .: . ;o:: of.fhe defxnse prolnttero. All
basic TOE weapons are in defensive positions at all times.

d. Intelligence Reports of Impending Attacks Indications of a large
VC initiated ground attack were observed in nreparation in Loc Ninh District
since mid September 1967. In early October 1967 the time of the suspected
attack *as determdned to b. uetJcun 22 and 30 Jo-cmbrp 967a .Most of the
indications arrived from FW Agent Reports, VR's, SPARS ant observations by
Special Foroes operations. The only surprise was the actual extent and
duration of the attack. There were no indications that a prolonged and
fanatical attempt would be made against targets in Lao Ninh. The 272d Regt,
which participated in part in t~hr Loc Ninh attack had been located in the Bu
Dinh Secret Zone Area since early July, and with the exception of one south-
erly movement, remained continually in this general area. The 273* Regiment
was noticed to have moved North from its previous position in War Zone "C" to
a position near Dons Xoai in mid August. It was then noticed to have moved
farther North and finally, oi.. week prior to the Loc Mirnh attack, it crossed
the Song Be and moved to a . -ition Northwest of Loc Ninh and became the
initial and primary vc rota onist at Loc Ninh. The 165th Regiment had been
in the fishhook area 3jmc( 7 ,'upumt 1967 attack at Tong Ie Chon and was
believed to have moved Ul'thLr northeast into Loc. Ninh District In early
November 1967. One, and possibly two, battalions from the 165th Regiment parti-
eipeted in attacks on Loc :Ninh following the initial 29, October attack.. h11e
8hA Artillery Regiment was bilie.,ed to have moved its participating elements
into northwest Phuoc Long in rid October 1967 while the 1415t Regiment is not
believed to have moved any cl:srti:tial units into the battle area, though
personnel from the iblst Regiment. may have been assigned to other attacking
units (captured docu.ricnt- in'K:to a few KIA were from l1lst Regimert). The
headquarters supervising tre a tack apoeared to be the 9th VC Division Head-
quarters that moved from a position in 'Jar 7 one D when the 273d Regiment moved
North and entered Lcc Ninh _n inttr September 1967, when Intelligence identified
e'ttensive coordination brt-; ol ,lnents of the rarticipating Repiments at CT
9's location. All the abo-,e -it ligerice was oi-wn prior to the attack.

e. Previous Rheqests for:

(1) Airstrikes (no airstrikes were scheduled)

(2) Artiller-y H-i1 (se Inc-3 4) O5mm Howitzer H&I is fired night-
ly by AYKVN Artillery in camp. No record available.

(3) Combat Sky 5pot - None w~re flown the night of the attack
however two were flown on 27 and 28 October 1967 (See Incl 4).

2.
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After Action Report of Assault on Loc Ninh - 29 Oct - Nov 67 (U)

(4) Rod Haze.

In the past tuo (2) months 2 image interpretation requests
wore made of portions of Loc Ninh arcs. One roquost was n CICV readout whichhas not boon received yet. On 11 October n Red Mi'zu rat uust was submitted and

flown with some result, and a non-requosted Tl',d I'aze i-ission flown in October,
produced the following; 6 firesites in -Wnglu arnd 3 lato bi.rninC fires in
villages.

(5) Arial roconnaissancc missions.

At least one VR was floun daily over Loc inh's TAOR by 5th

ARVN Division FAC's (USAF attachments). In addition to those normal VR's,
Phuoc Vinh AO's flow 3-L VR's wQckly ovur Loc Mmli 's TAOR during October 1967,
as did 1st US division AO's who flow 'IM's )oriodicaly. CICV II readouts on
Loc Ninh's TAOR were also forwardod to Loc linh dvking Septombor and October
1967111

- (6) B-52 Strikes: No B-52 strikes wore requested prior to the
attack*

f. Status of Camp Logistics: There wore no significant shortages
of critical items (aTirmunition, weapons, rations, corrunications) at Cnmp Loc
Ninh at the time of the attack. The below listed iteum were requested and
rosuppliod to Camp Loc Ninh on an "as required basis" during the period of
and following the attacks on the Camp.

(1) Food: A total of 9,800 indigenous rations wore supplied to
Loo Ninh end nurxirous air sortios wore flown to supplumcnt the ITS rations
with fresh meats and vegetables from 3-33 lion Ouan.

(2) Ammnition

(a) O5mm lM - 498 rnds
(b) 81mm lIE - 320 rnds
(c) 81ml ILL - 710 rnds

d) 6o0r= HE - 3100 rnds
o) 60mm ILL a 1262 rnds

(f) X-79 FIE - 1080 rnds
(a) 5.56 a 1300 rnds(h). 30 Cal Carb. - 6200

(W) 30 Cal linkued - 20,000
QJ) 30 Cal 3-1 - 1,800

(3) I-iscellaneous

(a) One (1) 21 ton truck
(b) One (1) 3/ ton truck
(c) One (1) 2 ton dump truck
d) One (1) !later Pam
(e) Twelve (12) 2 ton truck tires

CO \ I TI R .



L)I1 IDeNT, IAL
.tur Action eport of Assault on Loa ilinh - 29 Oct - Nov 67 (d) ,

C. Troop Moralo and Discipline: Troop Morale was high especially
ofter the victory over the VC. AIJOL rate was a little higher than normal
but there wore no desertions after the first attack. AWOL rate is declining
gradually.

h, Absenteeism among civilian employees was higher than normal
-owuvur most cam, back aftor the third attack,

3. (C) Narrativo dcacrintirn of attack:

a. At approx 290115 hrs Oct 1967 the Sub-Sector Compound North of
LTc Ninh XU 73LB began roceivinr 82tim mortar and heavy small arms and auto-
iAtic weapons fire from the Northllost. At 290125 Camp Loa Ninh (Dot A-331)

and Hon Ouan began recoiving mortar fire in and around the comnound. Loc
?ihl recoivod continuous hear- m)rtar fire until an nroximatekr 290250 bra Oct
67 at which time it bocamo sporadic. Hon Nuan did not have arW rounds land
inside the Special Forces compound. Frorm the initial heavy mortar attack
at 290105, Loc N:nh Special Forces Camp Dot A-331 received approx 12 rounds
inside the compound with 5 rounds landinC in the vicinity of the gate to the
cmip. Between 200125 Hon Qunn received approximately 60 rounds of 82 im mortars,
ad at 200220 the Province Chiefs hvuso was the tragot for some 8-12 57RR
rmnds. Loc Ninh continued to ruccive sporadic mortar fire until 200535. At
290.15 the VC attac)ed the Sub-Suctz. V,/PF coround XU 734068 with coordin-
ated mortar and ground attack, and at 290220 it wns reported that VC wore in
thu compound but could not be confirmed by US untilO520 at which time it was
confirmed that one US RF/PF Advisor and District Chief were in the Command
:Junkor within the compound.

b. During the period 290115-290530 :.n estimated Battalion of the
273d VC Regiment supported by the 84th VC itillary Battalion attcczod
carq of Lec rh with mortar, rocket, heavy mnachine run and' small arms fires
Soo Incl 3 Overlay. It is estimated that thu camp received one hundred
uifhty (180) 82mm and 120m mortar rounds and fifteen (15) MG-40 rounds.
Thu Camp wont on full alert at 290215 and Forwanrd Air Controllrs, Spooky,
TI,4ht Fire teams and tactical air su port wore on station within fifteen
anutes and were continually supportin Loc A'Itin throughout the night and

romonaed until the enearW broke contact at approximately 290520. At this
tim Dot A-331 Loc Ninh launched a two company (CIDG) operation to relieve
the RF/PF compound. Ay 291600 the fF/PF comnound had boon secured and all
VC expelled.

c. Loc Ninh had an operation in the field during the attack and made
nignificant contact resulting in P3 VCAVA KIA.

. d. After the attack ceased at 290530 the Special Forces Camp at Loc
Ninh ituiediately began improving their defensive posture and at 310050 they
,rrQ angain attacked by an estimated two 13attalions of'the 273d VC Regiment
su!)ported .y the 84th VC Artillery battalion suu Incl 3. It is estimated
that the canp received 200 rounds of 82rm & 120mm mortar and 18 rounds of

CON~ F1 D NTIAL
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After Action Report of Assault on Loc Ninh - 29 Oct - Nov 67 (U)

122mm Rocket. Additionally the camp received RPG-40 and RGP-7V ad rocoiloss
rifle fire of undetermined caliber& An estimated VC Battallion attempted to

mass assault the camp but the attack was broken up and the VC routed by
coordinated camp defensive fires and tactical air strikes, which pinned down
the enemy and annihilated him. At first light the enemy withdrew to the North.

North East and NorthWestj At 010200 Nov 67 Camp Loc Ninh received approximatly
ten (10) 82mm mortar rounds which is believed to have been suppressive fires
to allow him to recover his dead and wounded from the battlefield. Contact
was light and sporadic until 020030 Nov 67 when the enemy again attempted to
assault Loc Ninh by placing heavy 122mm Rocket fire on the camp and attempted
to mass a Battalion for an obvious "last ditch" effort to overrun the camp.

Again the attack was broken up and repelled by the camps withering defensive

fires and exceptionally well placed Air strikes. After the final Air sortie

the enemy was seen fleeing in a disorganized manner in all directions.
Sporadic contact was maintained until dawn, presumably to allow the enemy to
withdraw.

e. Enemy Units

(1) Main Force

Approximately 9 NVA battallions were believed to have parti-

cipated in the Loc Ninh attack from 29 October 67 - 04 November 67. These

units were: 3 Battallions from 273d .egiment believed located to West of

Loc Ninh. 1 Battallion of 84A Artillery Regiment deployed around Loc Ninh.

1-2 Battallions of 165th Regiment located Southwest of Loc Ninh. 2-3 Bitt-

alions of 272d Regiment located East of Loc Ninh. Dattalion (-) of 141st
Regiment co-located with other participatimr units. One heavy weapons

Battalion, CT 9 (AA mad mortars). Eadi battalion, except for heavy weapons

battalion; is believed to have had approx 300-400 men sad to have been

slightly understrpngth. The henvy eapons battalion organicy has less men

than an Infantry Bn.
(2) 1 npons.

Each Infantrj Battalion was TO&E cquiped with the usual

Chicom/Sovieb small arms and crew served weapons. In addition, the 84A

Artillery Regiment provided 120mn mortars and 122mm Rockets, One surface

to air missile was sighted by 2 US FAC's being fired and exploding in the

air. Missile was fired from an area approximately 8 Km West of Loc Ninh.

(3) Tactics

No now tactics were employed by the enemy. The usual heavy

mortar attack followed by ground attacks, some from more than one direc-

tion was usually preceded by squad size sapper units. A lage attack had

several waves and at least 3 full scale attacks were launched during the

heaviest fighting. Usually the last offensive effort, prior to breaking

contact, was a ruse for a body recovery operation. Most attacks began

CO o T NTI R
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;Xter Action Report of Assault on Loc Ninh - 29 Oct - Nov 67 (U)

-bcut 0030 an was c ncluded at dman, with scattered sniping in the early
.. orning while raost of the attacking force withdrew. Attackers began rov-

in& to their attack positions after dusk and arrived in position at about

2100 hours. Ground attacks would follow quickly after initial mortaring

-Txd morto.ring would continue between ground attacks. Pilots noticed
h.aviur thnn usual AUA fore surrounding the target. Some of this fire came

fromi 50 Cal typo MG's, some mounted as quads. The AA fire was not effective,
but it did require extensive suppressing fire that was diverted from other

targets. RR and AA weapons were employed from civilian homes, especially

raulti-story structures. ,Xo only punmtration made was of the RF Compound

on 29 Octobe.r 1967. -

(4) Locations of indirect fire weapons

(See Inclosure i)

(5) Withdrawal routes.

(See Inclosure 5)

b. C ai Responso:

(1) Discipline of CIDG and USSF troops in contact was mtstand-

ing. As a result of periodic practice alerts overy one know exactly where to

go and t'hat was to be done.

(2) USS, CIDG, LLDB and Com.uanders wore with their assigned

units throuah )ut the attack and shifted positions, to assist wherever and

henever njuded. The USSF Dot CO was initially in the Co.z-- bunker. After

submitting required reports to higher headquarters he moved to the pori-

.Ltor to Control nnd direct the defense of the camp. The executive Officer

'.!.s positioned where he was needed and assisted in contirially resupnlying

the jxrimet.;r with m. unition and aidinL in the treating and evacuation of

the )ead mid wounded. The teoar S.t was everyYhere and continuously moved

fr,1 position to position on the perimeter, offering encourage-mint and

ro;ssurnce tt the troop- and rundered necessary reports to th., detachment

... .Luaondor. The tewn. Medic was on the defensive perimeter treating the

.oundoI and in the mudical bunker. Weapons men were with the ,,ortar crews

,nd on the perimeter wherever they were needed. Team members were all

heroicnlly active imd were erceptionally ..ffecitvc in kcLeoin-: the defcnse

.f thu crurp orgnnized. Individual acts of heroism are to nurniroua td

rY-ntion in this report however every US Team iembor has bon reconierlaod

or a valrous nward.

(3) Cntingoncy plans in effect included the Camp Dafense Plan
v Cmp Altrt Plan.

(M) Effectivene.ss of Communications

(a) Internal: Internal conmmunications within the camn

N1



i~tur Action Report of Assault on Loc Ninh - 29 Oct - Nov 67 (U)

wXas excol].ont.°i

(b) Extornals Communications to higher Hqs was excellentoven thouC;h outside antennae had boon destroyed. Upon discovery of out-

side antennae being destroyed com;io was itaediately reofainlnd by switch-
ing to the underground emergency antennae.

(5) Requests for support and response by higher headquartoreit

(a) Flareships and Spooky wore on station within 25 mi-
nutes and remained on station as required.

(b) FAC, Air and Arty support was outstanding and inmdiatelyresponsive,•

(c) No requests wore made for reactionary forces, however
lst US Infantry Dividion units started air lifting into Loc Ninh on the
30th of October 67 to reinforce.

(d) Logistical supoorti Logistical support was outstanding
in all respects. Requosts to higher Hqs for supplies and equipment wore
honored i;imrdiately.

(e) Hadical Llvacuation: Aside from having to wait until
first light duo to the combat situation, medical evacuation was outst-
anding.

(6) Roporting Procedures: All reports rendered as or SOP and
as required or dictated by the situation. No problems wore encountered.

(7) All deserving porsonnol have been rocommondod for awards of
valor. Individual acts of heroism wore too numerous to rmntion in this
report.

4. Enemy Withdrawal

a. Pursuit of enemy except for the initial relief of the RF/PF
compound by CID3 troops from the Spucial Forcoo Camp at Inc Ninh was
accomplished by the lst US Infantry Division in multiple directions round
Loc Ninh. Reports were received that the enemy was fleeir in many directions
and in a disorganized mnnner. Initially the enemy withdrew west however
heavy contact with US & CIDG units caused thom t : divert and withdraw North,
Forthlast and East in jln size elements. A survey of trail networks indicate
the enemy withdrew in Bn or lar-er size units primarily Northe 'st towrd the
Cnmbodian 13ordor cnd 1Tast to the 13U DIJWSecret Zone.

b. Enemy covering forces did not appear te be organized or well
planned, possibly because they oxpocted . victory ,?-thor than a defect.

CON r-ioc- t%Ti;L
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c. Effects odf frierunly reactionary forces tactical Air and Artillery

an enemy witherawals Tactical Air Support, Artillery Support and raactlnanr$
forces were highly effective in disorgantsing and destroying the anemys capability

to mass. The most noteworthy examples of effective air support were the four )

atracks against the Special Forces Camp that were broken up primarily with t'e

aid of extremely accurate and continual Tactical Air Support uslng 20mm h CBU

d. Firm routes of withdrawal

(-S Lclo!; ri 5)

t. Disposition o enemy 4#a &n4 woundl .4t least 1,000 enemy dead

were Left on the battlefield with the remeinder of the dead atd wounded being
evacustwed. Refugees from Loc Ninh District reported being forWeU ti ' nII lfl

VC cead. It is believed that most of the dead were buried in rear easembly

areas. Svacuated wounded were believed taiken to various aid stations, poasible

using hantagnard conaripted litter bearer., who were in turn t&ken to oslitals

in the BU bimh Secret Zone, louthwest to Tay Ninh Province or across the

border to Cambodis.

5. (C) RESUL'TS

a. Friendly

(1) Casualties from 29 Oct - 05 November 1967.

USASF: 4 'TA (Slight)

CIDG: 6 YIA, 39 VWA.

(2) deapons and equipment lost, damaped, destroyed or captured

Lyj item a-d quantity%

5 ca 45 Cal ri~tols Destroyed
12 ea A-1 Rifles dcstrcyed
1., ea .- 1 arbine deestroyed
15 ea :-2 Uarbines d2srtroyed

2 ea 30 Cal Ai919A-6 A.Gds destroyed
I ea li-151 ?i ton destroyed
3 ea I-37 3/A ton lrucks aetroyod
3 ea ii-35A-12- ton %rucks destroyed
2 ea GP ledical Tent destroyed
1 ca CP (small) destroyed
2 ea Refrigeraters daiaged
2 ea Generators damaged
1 ea RC-29Z Antennae damaged
3 ea CJ antennaes damaged
3 ea Buildings damaged

8
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After Action Renort of Asstlt on Loc .4mi - 29 Oct - 04 Nov 67 (U)

(3) Installation and defense positions damaged or destroyed

bee Inclosire 2

(h) SOI's no SOI's were compromised or captured.

a Casualtiest bnecial Vorces CaDno A-331 accounted for 184 VC
KIA (USBC), negative CIA. AMV!'s accounted for 2L5 VC FIA and 2 CIA. :S Conven-
tional Ln.;ts accou-nted for 550 VC KIA (USBC) 14 CTA. The dead were mostly
Vi,;tnamose with sone *lontagnard, Chinses (;unps) and Cambodians. -The ethnic
representation of th dead is indicative of the ethnic make-up of the participating'
units.

b. jcqnons and equipment captured: Following are weapons and
ordnance copturod by only ?TDC. during Loc -4inh contacts 29 October - 5 November
1967:

1. 1 - 30 Cal M
2 3 - RG 40 launchers

3. 1 - 'C 7 launcher
17. 6 - AF 17's
,. 20 - TP'C 40 launchers
T. 50 - hand Cruna de

.- . 500- 50 Cal achino Cun rounds

-captured docum.nts: Captured documents included infil-
tration ,avs -,s, ioT b 1:s wall.ts ana norsonal letters which identified the
particinatini units (to include suppcrt units such as Doan t2 "Rear Services
Group 82"). "he p:rsonal lctturs to)ld of i;'ual V', hardships. There was little
of irtelli-,;nc,. vilu(, ,ihkr th-an u-dt i('ntificati'n, recovered from the
captured duin ,f;nt, .

d Othr"

1. One rcmu' --.ntioncd ho was forced to bury a VC
Officer (exact ran: iknwn)who F:a l pi-:r from Loc *inh District (VC)
Cormittu, in his "odv lA:ih :,tatea thi if the VC weren't successful at Loc Ninh,
the7 woul all. Chi,.u ,-..

2. '.he cnly unusual weapons employed was the one FAC
sighted surface to air ,issikt. Pie battle did use an extensive anount of 122mm
rockets and 120mm mortars as well as RPC-7's. This was the first use of 122mm
rockets in 6inh Lon,- and the most ,xtcnsivo use of the 120mm mortar in Minh
Long Province. lhis was alco tht rirst extensive use of the RPC-7, first use in
this provinc on 10 ,:', L967 in -)c "inh.

3. Organized and very heavy use of 50 Cal .type HG AA
weapons wcr,. vid,:nccd.

C 0 N IF 10 E \) Ff -
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6. (C) Every effort was made by higher headquart-.rs to assist the

Detachmont after the initial attack with personnel augmenmation and increased
lrgistical support. Due to the extremely adequate camp defense vezy little
was required in either case with the exception of equipment that was destroyed
oc a result of a direct hit by indirect fire. Visitors and curiosity seekers
continue to be a problem after a camp i; attackdCi anid their presence m~akes

.. Ofnd and control extremely difficult for the detachment cormander in
reorganizing and rebuilding his cnr.'p defense posture. Higher neadquarters in
tho Special Forces or IFTV Chain of Command should assume responsoi lity of
recoiving and briefing VIP's visitors and dignitaries in this situation.

/s/Clifton D. Jordan
5 Incl: CLIFTON D. JORDAil
io Diagrnm of Ca rpo I'-jo., Infantry
R .C- Di,,a .....n. .... 4 1 ornandinC

DA al .i; Daabon .... oC a;4.-'-.',
i Q ... T C f dpim.... , ...... S -Sp... ! Withdrawn, Hqs, DA

and ,T F-ire,. .
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