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R, DEPARTNONT OF THE ARMY
: HEADQUARTERS 3D BATTALION, 6TH ARTILLERY

APO 96318

2 May 1968

SUBJECT: Operationdl Report of 3d Battalion, 6th.Artillery for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

4

See Distribution

Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.
1. (U) GOeneral: The 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery (105MY SP) consists of

. a headquarters and headquarters battery, service battery and taree howitzer
- batteries, (Incl l). ‘

2..(C) Intelligence: a. During the period 1 February through 30 April, .
- enemy activity in the western highlands remained at a high level. Battery

h, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery responded to the threat of tho Sth Battalion,

~ 95B Regiment in the Meng Yang Pass (BR2252) area. This NVA unit has been

making a concentrated effort to harass convoys on highway 19% and take out
this vital supply line eince Decamber of 1967. To provide surveillance
over the critical pass area, an FO party was amployezd on the northern side
of the Mang Yang Pass from 10 March to 30 ipril. Kuring the latter part

~ of the reporting period enemy activity in this area has markedly increased.

Battaery 8, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery remained in the Pleilm ares, moving
between Plei lirong and highway 509. They provided fire support against

- .elements of the 174th kVA Regiment -which had been active in the mountaina

near highway 14 north of Pleiku. Battary B, in‘direct support of lst

- 3quadron, 10th Cevalry appeared to ferce this unit to move from the High-

way 14 to a base arsa io the west.

b. Battery C, 3d Battalion, ¢th Artillery, in direct sunvort of Task
Force 1/12 operated in AD Wainwright from 3 March to 22 April to search out

- and destroy tha 32nd and 33rd NVii Regiments. Reliable intelligence reports
" indicated that these units had been nlanning to attack and take control of
- the provincial capital of Ban Me Thuot. The imposing threat of US artillery
- more than likely arrested thes2 plans. Other than a brief, but heavy con-

tact on 20 March, the enemy in this AO has not chosen to stand and fight.
They have consistently movad beyond the artillery range fans.

¢. Targat Information Center: Due to the great distances among units

"ot the battalion, one Targ:t Information Center could not effectively handle
" all batteries. 4#An S2 wlemint consisting of the sssistant S2 sergeant and
the 52 clerk opsrated at the Oasis (241127) constructing and operating a Tar=

get Information Center for that area of tha highlands until the Ban Me Thuot
oparation began on 3 March. At this time the “attalion liaison officer
at the Oasis assumed targeting duties at that location while the assistant

-+ . 52 moved to Ban Me Thuot to construct another Target Information Center
.  >.F¢3é?¥g-¥qR%3ordinate aerial reconnaissance for the task force.
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"1 Feb to 19 Feg O
1 Feb to 3 Mar 68 gastery C GSR Lth 8o, 42nd Arty, Lth Inf Div

19 Feb to 2 Mar 63
4 Mar to 22 Aor bu
L Mar to 22 Apr 58 |

 "”12 Mar ."to 30 'Aof 6&j-,'
24 to 30 Apr 68

. '} ' ’ f\ . -,’\" N

T CONFIDENTIAL.

* SUBJICTT Jperatiomﬂ. report of 3d Jattalion, 6th .rtillery for ’eriod

ading 30 Aoril 1966, RS CSFIT-35 (F1)
It would have baen extremely difficult for one oattalion Tar; at Informstion
Canter ta provice tar: cting for units scavterac in thrne nrovinces., For
the psriod when the battalion was owerating in suci. a wide area, the two
Target anformation Centers wers most effective.
3. - (C) Upsrations and Training fctivities:
8, Operat.\.dnsz
(1) lLefarences:
(g) artillery v_:I,TRZP 1 February to 30 April.
(b) Datly Staff Journal (Operations). '

(2) Attachments: dJathery C, Tth 3attalion, 15th Artillery was
tempoorarily attached to the battalion during the peried 1 March to 23 Anril

1968. The 242d hadar Letachment, Cth Jattalion, 26th arbilicry, was attached

to the battalion durin, the pariod 16 March to 23 April 1308. Metrc Section

. #2, headquarters sattery bth *arset iccuisition oa*t&lion, 26th Artillery,

was attacheu to the ostbalion Gurine the »eriod $ March to 23 Anril 196L.
Latachments: .att.ry &, 3d sattalion, 6th Artillery was detachec from the
battalion ard tempora:rily attacl:e¢ to the 2d sattalion, 17th Artillery
during the period 9 Marcii Yo 3J 4pril 1.'966.'

(3) ‘he battalion vas assigaec t.ne follomm ~issions for the

© perioas incicated:

1 Feb to 30 Apr 68 dattalion G5 Lth Infantry Division
Sattery & €S Lth Infentry Division
1 Feb to 12 Mar 68 ~ Sattery 3 GSR Lth Bn, L2nd irty, Lth Iaf Div
' | Jattery & OSR.ith Bn, L2nd irty, bth Inf Liv
dattalion (=) DS Task Force 1/12 ’ hth inf Liv
dabbery © T§ Task Forcs 1/12, hith Inf Div

9 ﬂér to .30 A'.;f 66
‘ , ' Aty

samerw 3 DS 1at @n, 17th Cav, lth Inf Liv
uattery C GSR hth dn, 14200 .rty, Lth Inf Div

(h) From 1 to 19 Eabruarv Batterv A occupisd a position at

CONHQENTIAL

dattory A temporarily attached to 2nd Bn, s 17th

[}
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Op.@ational Raport of 3¢ Battnlion , 6th t»rtillory for Pariod
- snding 30 april 1968, HC: C3FUR-4S (Rl)

© Artillery L1l (%42253). rdssion: OS5 Lth Inf Div, suosporting Plaiku de=’

fonss activities. suring this deriod, the battury conductod twelva one=-
day hip shoot opurations from positions north of °leiku as ro.d escurity
for rusupnly convoys woving on iighway i from 2lsiku to Xontum. ~hile

" displaced on 1 February to prid ¢i202571h5, Batt:ry i fired at an ostimated

. 251986908, whils approximatsly
_battery racsived sporadic small arms firs, %hs battury firad 11 'S rounds
" and the sniper fire ceasad. The battery also fired at sn estimated come

Vi platoon in tha opjen and was credited with two onemy KIA, During this

nariod, the battory firod a numbar of countarmortar and countorrocket
missions, and firad from hin shoot oositions at a nu:ber of iatslligence
targste, dostroying many bunkers and foxholes and cauwalng sacondary ex-
plosions. The battory axpended o total of 2305 rounds during this nariod.

(a) on 3 fobruary, Batt.ry A occupiod a position at prid
fu)) maters from this hin shoot. ocsition, the

pany size onemy bass camm and was creditad with thrac cnemy KIA in addition
to fivs foxholses =and four bunkers destroyed, On U February, Rattery 4 re-

“ceived small arms fire at grid ZA195618 whi) vprocedding to 2 hip shoot lo-

ation at grid 2A235705. & battalion air ol. wver adjusted artillery fire

| ag the sniper fire csasad,

~(b) On & Fobruary, Bsttary A moved to a hip shoot/convoy
security position at grid ZA19115239, «)na of tha battury 108 howitzers A
hit a idns 50 msters south of this nosition. Ino road wheel was damarad and

“the rirht track was broken. At the sawe time th> battory recuived small

arms8 firs from the 1d: of tuad road amd roturned the firas with all organie
woapons, less tha 105.m howitsers. lo pursonnel wure injured, and the
pattury woved to a naw pasit.ion at prid 6A19336663 before rsturning to

Artillery Eill (2A2253),

- (¢) On 14 February, Batt:ry A movad six howitesrs to a hin

o shoot/convoy security location at prid Zr18LL0O8. 4L battalion adr obssrver

diracted 35 rounds onto ona anamy in the oven, and the battary «ae credited

~with one ¥Va KI&,

(d) At 18001SF Fabruary, Batt.ry & fired ths 159,900th round

-oxpended by the battalion since its arrival in the Republic of vietnam. .The

round was firad by LTC « arvin 8. Chase, vattalion commander,

(S) on 6 Fioruary, 3attery C moved from Duc Co (TA8LI2L2) to prid

LAXB933115, uission GUR th Sattalion, L2nc¢ Artillervy. Uhroee howltzers:

then procdaded to tiue vasis (2A10332726) to suoport heavy CS contact at grid
24155355, On 7 Feoruary the remaining threa howitzers joined the battory at
tho Oasis. The battiry movsd on 8 Fibruary to e hin shoot position at grid

2418203352 to supwort & 2nd 3Jattalion, Sth infantry swsep 3ast of the Catecka

.tea nlantation ant thsa returncd to the vasis. 1‘m battory remained at the
Oasis until 2k TFobruary cussorting the 2nd 3nttalion, Oth Infantry and Tth
Sattclion, 17th CavAlry. Durinc this norind Battary C fired a total of -

15633 rownds., Un 2h Fobruary, Bsttery.C moved from grid u.10832726 to grid

- LA228791.
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CONFIDENTIAL

. SU3J2CTs Ooerational Roport of 3d nqttwlion, 6th Artillory for Period

dnding 30 Aoril 1968, RCS C-FUR-G5 (RL)

(6) On 7 Fabruary Battvr} B moved from grid Y.96L439 to a naw vwosition
at grid ¢h151009, ¥rom & to 12 February, the vattary occtoicd a nosition at

- grid 4h05903115, .iseion: G3R Lth Brbtalion, L2nd Artilleiy. From 12 to 29

rabruary, Sattery B occupisd a position at grid Y¥496284399. ilission: GSR
Lkth sSattalion, b2nd artillary. On 18 ¥sbruary, tha battury moved five how-
itzers to a position at grid YA855355 for a ons day operation in sudnort of
1st Squadron, 10th Cevalry elumznts peturning to their base camm &t grid
Yia96284399. Luring this poriod, ths b-ttury firéd Red Haze missions, de-

‘struction missions, propagenda missions for leaflet cdispersion, intellipence
- missions and interdiction fires. From 29 February to 12 March, Battory B
“occunied a vosition at grid zn123Lh83, 14ssion: GSR Lth Brttelion, 42nd

Artillary. On 6 ierch, a helicopter received ground fire in the vieinity of
grid «AL35LbL). bgttery B firad in sudsort, and the ground fire ceased, three

unconfirmed MVa LIA resuited. The battery also fired at an enemy base camp
. and one seconcary axplosion was riported during this mission.

(7) From 19 to 29 February, 3att.ry & occunied a pesition at grid

YA92282706 (Cav hill)., Mission: GSR Lth Battclion, L4ond irtillary. During
- this period the battery coversd the Duc Co (Y.i8h2l) Special Farces camp and
" fired at bunker complox2s, intelligencs targsts, and known et suspactod
. snamy locations, Yrom 29 Fubruary to 2 March, 3-ttury A occupised a mosition

at grid 2412046286, Missiont GSR Lth Battolion, 42nd Artillery. Huring

. this nsriod the battery fired dostruction missions, knowm enery location

rmissions, and interdiction firses, From 2 to 9 Mrrch, Eattury & occunied a

position at grid z405913116, relieving Battory L, Sth Satt~lion, 16th Artilleryr
in place. Iliission: GSR Lth Ssttelion, L2nd irtillery. During this period

the battuery fired in suplort of U3 elumants in contact, inteclligence missions,

- and interdiction m:ssions.

A (8) On 28 Fobruary,® tha battalion was alertod to establish a Battalion
.- Forward Tactical Upuratlons Center in the vicinity of san Me Thuot to pruvide
. a tactical and technical fire direction center for an organic 105 &2 battery -

(Battery C, 3 3Battalion, Sth artillsry), a 155 sP battory (Battery B, Sth
Battalion, luth Lrtillery) and an 8 inch 3P battery (Battory C, 7th Battal'on,

o 15%h artillery).

() On1 March, sattsry G, Tth Battalion, 15th Artillery, was

" temyoraril, attached to the bottalion, battery G, 7Tth Battelion, 15th
. Artillery moged from An Khe (BRL58436) to Artillery Hill (242253). Wission.
. GSR Battary 0, 3d Battalion, 6th 4rtillery, to suonort Task Force 1/12

» (b) on 2 Larch Battcry , Tth 3attalion, 15th artillery, Batbors
c, 3d Battalion, Oth Artillery and battalioa (=) elements departed Artillery

 "Eill and arrived at Cemp -nardi, Uth Inf Div base camo (2A03095L), in prop-

aration for convoy move to the Ban Me Thuot area,

(¢) on3 “arch, slements of iluadouarters and service Bant riad

- 3a battalion, 6th srtillsry, sattery C, 3¢ dattalion, 6th artillery, Sattery
G, Tth Battalion, 15th srtillery and Battery B, Sth Buttalion, 16th Lrtillary
o daparted locations at Artillery i1l and Como Ry {£h0365), by convyy and .
- pmoved to a fire base location north of Ban Me Thuot (AQ933287) The fire

_CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJSUT: * Operational Report of 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery for Period

Inding 30 April 1968, RCS CuFOR-65 (R1)

base was collocated witl elements of 1lst Battalion, 12th Infantry. The -
missions of the slements were Leadquarters 3d Battalion, 6th drtillery (~)
(DS 1st Sattalion, 12th Infantry), Battery C, 3d dattalion, 6th Artillery
(DS 1st Sattalion, 12th Infantry), Battery €, 7th battalion, 15th Artillery
(@G3R Battery C, 3a Battalion, 6th Artillery) and Bsttory B, 5th Battalion,
16th artillery (GSR Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery$. The Fire
Support Base remained at this location until 13 varch, On 7 and 9 larch,
Battery C moved on one-day operations to grids (863120 and AGE96253 re=
spectively. luring this period, Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery and
Sattery C, Tth Battalion, 15th Artillery fired contact missions in suonort
of lst Battalion, 12th Infantry elements in. contact, destruction missions
and a large nwaver of intelligence missions. Battary C, 7th Battalion, i5th

" Artillery was credited with 1 VA XL. on 7 March, in a mission fired at

several enemy in a bunker complex, On 6 fiarch, a battalion air obsirvar in
an Ol aircraft received ground fire while out of artillery range at AQR12135.
The pilot attacked with rockets which resulted in 1 VA KIA confirmed and

L RVA KIA unconfirmed.

_ (d) On 5 Iarch, a battalion liaison tean departed Artillery Eill
(2A2253) to establish liaison with artillery clamonts of the 23d ARVN

" Division in Ban lie Thuot City.

(e) Un 6 Xarch, Fetro Section #2, Headquarters md Hsadquarters
Battery, 8th Target ‘cquisition 3attery, 26th Artillery was designated 0PCON

* to the battalion at Ban iMa Thuot City to sunport elements of the battalion

in the area.

(£} un 10 .iarch, the Fire Susnort Base occunied by 3attery C,
3d Battalion, 6th artillery, Headquarters 3d 3attalion, 6th Artillery (-),

- Battery B, Sth Battalion, 1b6th Artillery and Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th
- .Artillery received an unknown caliber mortar attack from 0055H to O110OH,
- o rounds landed insids the perimeter at grid A7;895253. Task Force

artillery immadiately loceted thie mortar flashes with aiming circlos and :
brought ertillery fire on target. The mortar fire coased. At 102337H March,
a battalion liaison officsr revorted incoming 82sm mortars and 75mm rocoil.es3

~ fire in den lie Thuot City and Ban Ye Thuot Bast (ACB877018). Aporoximately

tion dujly Point wore locsted, Napative casualtices or damage to the bottslion

2l rounds landad at Ban Ye Thuoct last where the battalion trains and Armuni-

° ware reported from both locotions,

(g) On 13 arch, the battalion Forwnrd Headquarters, Battery

'C, 3d Battslion, 6th Artillery and Battery C, 7th battalion, 15th Artillery

movad from grid Al932287 to sstablish a new firas suowort base at grid A~82510%,
to suoport a comvined Us-iltVli operation north of Ban tfe Thuot. The battalion
Forward Tactical Opsrations Conter remainec at this location until 6 Awnril,

. Sattery U, 3d Battalion, G6th srtillory fired in suoort of lask Forco clements

in contact and wes credited with 1 VC KI. on 2 A»xril, Battasry C, 7th Bat-

" talion, 15th Artillery ramainad at this location until 30 rarch, and fired

during this psriod in suort of U3 and ARV. slumonts in contact, a Vistnamese

;--‘villags under mortar attack (mortars sil:incod), znd numorous intelligence

missions.
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‘ SUBJEGT:.-Oparaﬁionul Roport of 3d Sattalion, 6th Artillery for Piriod
Ending 30 April 1988, RCS CSFF.-65 (R1)

(h) On 16 March, the 2i2d Radar Dstachmont, 8th B~ttalion,
26th Artillery, was mado OPCO! to tho battalion and arrived at Ben Ve Thuot
. airficld (A<805039) from Qui I'hon.

(1) on 18 rarch Battery C, Tth Battalion, 15th Artillery
fired in cofenss of the village of Swon 2a Pur (A 942014). Intelligence
reports indicated 2 VC were KIA and L WIA.

: (4) On 20 rarch, 3attsry C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery dis-
placed to ALT62129, At aporoximately 1100% Cemoanmy A, lst Battalion, 12th
Infantry mads contact with onemy units at :V225193, as both units wera
noving down a trail., Artillery was called in and the contact continuad as
Compeny B, 1lst Battalion, 12th Infantry and Company D, 1st Battnlion, 12th
Infontry moved up to susport, while the UVA attacked ths companies. Cone
tinuous artillery fire was brought to baar on tha enemy from Battory C,
3d 2attalion, 6th Artillery, Batt:ry C, Tth sattalion, 15th Artillery and .
Battory B, Sth Battalion, 16th Artillery. Contact was broken mooroxiwmately
201330l fiarch when the enemy withdrew, although sporadic contact continued
. throughout the day. On 21 uarch, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry rcceived a

- short mortar and 5/40 rocket attack. 411 units firod in supnort and final

policec of tha battleficlcd found L) 1VA KIA and 2 NV! WIA CIA with numoerous

squipnent found on the battlefisld. The Commanding Officer, Company 4, 1lst
Buttoalion, 12th Infentry attributed a minimum of 12 KIA to artillery; in-

dicaticne ara that 20 or more NVi wure killed by artilloery.

(k) On 30 iiarch, Battory G, Tth 3attalion, 15th Artillery moved
- two howltz.rs to Ban le Thuct 3ast (AGB77018). On 31 iarch, convarsion of
thsse two € inch howitzurs to 175mn uvas complated and ths howitzars r.iturnad
to the battalion fires bass at grid AG829101,

. A (1) On 5 April, Bnttery C, Tth Battalion, 15th Artillary
occuniad a position at 3an Me Thuot Sast (A §77918) with the mission of

GuR Battery G, 3d Bnttalion, 6th Artillery (Fire JSupport 3asae), and suanort

of Special Forces opsrations south of Ban e Thuot. From 6 to 22 “pril,

the battery occupied a josition at grid ArliB180147. During this ~eriod, tha

battery fired numerous intelligsnce tarpets in addition to moving two 6

.- inch howitzers on a two day opcration at AG789337 to suuport inve' of Task

- Force 12 elements to new fire bass at grid AC783177. On 16 April tho

" - battery fired 80 rounds in a wrenaration for Snecinl Forces nersommel. A

swaep of the arsa fournd 9 VC bodies killed by artillery.

(m) From 6 to 11 April, the battalion forward hendeuartors

"~ and Battery C occunied a vosition at grid AC035288, mission D Task Foree

- 12, On 8 April, 10-15 82mm mortar rounds wcre rec.ived. A forward obsirvsr
from Battery C, 3d 3attnlion, 6th Artillary obs:rved flashss and Battery C
fired countermortar fires. Rosults: nogative casualties or c¢omapa to the
battalion., znemy casualtiss unknown,

' (n) On sevursl occesions between 30 iiarch and 21 Lpril Brttery
€, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery, Battery 8, Sth Battalion, 16th Artillery and
Battory C, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery fired in dafenso of the new life
‘hamlet of Quang ihieu. Known rosults are 1 XTA. Two Chisu Eoi turned
- themsolvus in to authoritiss in the araa bucause they fsared the srtillery,
CONFIDENTIAL &
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SUBJECT T - Opurational Raport of 3d Bettaliecn, 6th 4rtillory for Purdod
. Ending 30 Aoril 1968, €S CSFX -65 (R1)

' (o) From 11 to 22 April, the battalion (=) néd Bsttory C
occuplad a nosition at grid AG783177. Yission: D3 Task Fores 1/12. On
19 April, dattary C moved back to ths fire baso at prid 5Q135288 and fired
a largo numbor of intelligencs missiona. From 21 to 22 Anril, Bnttory C
occund.od a position at grid BQ033237, whera tho battery fired additional
intolligence targats.

(p) On 22 April, Task Force 1/12 duoarted Ban e Thuot and all
battalion artillery sunnorting thu oporation closed at Artillery Fill (zA2253),
Bpttery C, Tth Battalion, 15th Artillery was detached from tha battalion and
depurted Artillsry Eill to Zirh kha, The .etro and Radar from 8th Battallon,
26th Artillery wore detached at this time and attachusd to Battury B, 5th
Battalion, 22nd Artillory.

(9) An Artillery iAftar Action Ranort for Task Force 1/12 was sub-
mittad to Commanding Ganeral I FTORV Artillory on 5 May 1968.

: (10)  Or 9 liarch, Battzry 4, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery was nlaced
0PCO to tho 3d Battalion, 17th #rtillery, and moved to a nuw location at
grid 5R12115372. a4t aporoxiwmately 1100H, a "Sh8 ammnition track vchicle
caught firo at grid 2A190338. Tho «SL8 was dostroyed along with 111 rounds
nhhl, ©3 rounds «P, 3 rounds Seshive and 40O °D fuzes. Couse of tha explosion -
wes a fire in the ungine compartment, Wo parsonael wore injured, On 10
tarch, Hsacdquartsrs Battery nd Sorvico Battory personrol mads a ground sweep
of tha location of tho destroyed ESL8 with 30D persomicl to mark locations
~ of unoxdloded aumunition. On 10 kKarch, Satt.ry A moved from grid BR12115322

~to grid ER2520h721 (Nang Yang Pase). Tho nccessary sccarity was not accome-
plished at the new location and Battery & roturncd to prid BP12115322 bo-
fors cark., From 12 Marcn to 32 Loril, Battory 4 occunied a wosition at grid
Br262,,72, mission of OSR 2nd 3att lion, 17tk Artillery. During this -oriod
Battoery 4 firad in sunport of US forcas in contact, intelligunca micsions,

- destruction and nsutralization fires, and inturdiciion missions, ™n 1l
- 4pril the battory racsived 10-20 82nin mortars with 6-t rounds lending in-
side tho nerimster, Ihrso rounds land.d within 5 moters of ths basa piuoce
with ons round imjacting diractly on too of tha solf-nrorsllaed howitzer.
No +IA rc.ulted on the base olece and 0ll howitzars contirued to fire cduring
- the mortar attack. Rusults: Five battery pursonnsl liphtly 14, 3 of
* - wnich wors svacuated, and 1 pantol sight damaged, -

» . (11) From 12 to 1L fiarch, Sattory 3 occunizd a vosition at grid
. KR955396, mission of Ui Lst Squadron, 10th Cuvolry. Dluring this poriod the
battury fired intelligsnco and inturdiction firass, From U} to 21 March,
Bettery B occupied a position at grid ZA183607, with no chonpge of mission.
During this piriod the batiory fired in support of 1st Squadron, 10th Cave
A ry ~loments in contact, intelligsncs and intordiction missiona., From
- 21 to 2L warch, Battory B, 3d S-ttalion, 6th Lrtill.ry occunied a mositlon
at grid 24095702, On 25 herch, tho batt.ry denartod with 4 Troop, 1st
toundron, 10th Cavelry and B Troon, 1st Squadron, 1Otk Cvalry to 2 naw
- gosition nt grid YA998363. From 29 iarch to 7 .oril, dattory B occunixd a
_ position at grid 4A095705. During this pariod tho bettury fired at lights
©. . and movemant believed to be an advnnca party trying to ford o river where
° the battery hed destroyad a bridge. From 7 to 21 foril, Batt.ry B occunied
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- $UBJICT¢ Opurational Report of 3¢ Bqttwlion, 6th Artillury for Puriod .
' - 4inding 32 April, RCS C3FOR-05 (R1)

& position at grid 121480, l‘rom 18 to 24 airil, two of ths battory how=
i‘oz\.rs occupizd a position at Artillor'y Hili (¢A2253) to suoport Pleiku
arca dofense olements, From 21 to 25 4nril, Battory B occunicd a position
et grid 1178222, From 25 to 27 ioril Battery B occunizd a nosition at

grid ZA181182., From 27 thru 30 April, Battory B occupied a position at
grid 2112672, . .

(12) Fram 23 to 25 April, Battar, C occunied a position at grid
41059311, lassion: GuR Lth Battalion, U2nd Artillery. ¥rom 25 to 27
April, sattery C ocecupicd a position at grid 24078222, Mo change in Mmisslon,
howcrar, priority of fires to tha lst Battalion, L2nd Infantry (APVN), con-
ducting an opscration to ruturn villagss to iddap fnang, Fram 29 thru 30 '
April Battery G occupicd a position at grid zA059311. Luring this n:rilod
the battery firod intelligence, contact and interdiction missions. .

(12) On 5 February, all th: battalion's FADAC comouters wers re-
_prograrmad and registrations wore fired, 4lso, FLC clisses were conducted
for firing illl armunition (classus given by Onorations Officar),

(14) From 7 to 10 Fzbruary, all battalion :108 howitzers wors cale
ibrated with thas excoption of two Battury B howitzaors which were dundlined

gt tha battalion hase camm (242293) and schaduled for tube chanpes within
0 da“)’SQ

(15)  ¥rom 12 February to Ui February, the Battory Test and Bvaluation

Toun conducted a test of all firing batt:ry gections of Sattery B, 3d
dattulion, Oth artillery.

(16) From 15 February to 18 Februsry, the Bsttery Test and Evalw
uation Team condurted a tust of all firing b-ﬂ't‘.ry sections of € Battary, -
34 Bﬁttalioa, 6th rtillery. . »

Qa7) on 17 Fabruary, elomants of keacquarters Battery and Sarvice
Battery moved to the Oasis (4Al127) to begin constiuction of a battalion
Forwnrd Tactical Opc.rations Center.

{18) on 20 l'ebrmry, a Service Bnttery tanker vehicle vdth tradler
was treveling wist on Highway 509 to rasupnly Battory 8 when it came undar
ginell arms fire in the vicinity of grid $A995L416. The driver lost control
and tre vohicls hit a ditch and ovarturned. Ths driver and assistant driver
welkeo to Battery B firc base and the vehicle ond trailer ware recovorad,
Reosultst no frisndly casualtics, no cnumy casualitizs, hoavy damape to Vo=
hicle and trailer, two M-14 riflus missing. Five bullet holes were found
~in th. POL wshiele.

(29) PFrom 20 Fobruary to 22 Fobrunry, the Battory Test and Bvalw

uation Team conducted n tost of all firing battory scetitng of Sattery A, .

3d Battalion, oth hrtillery'.

(20) un 23 Febrmry, a revised batt'zlion Tacticsl SOP was distributed

to all elemunts within the dattalion. The Battery Tast end Zvaluation
~Team canductoed a tast of sections in headqu'xrturs and .»arvicc. Batteries,
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e CONFIDENTIAL

s SUBJECT:- Ooaraﬁ.onal Heport of 3d Battalion, oth m‘billary for - °er:l.od
ORI _inding 30 April, RGS CSFUR=65 - (R1)

SR S (1) onky March, battalion Change of Command cersmoniae took placa
- and LTC ilonzo b Kret.zc.r agsumed commmd of 'oho battalion from LTC "awvin
K. chdﬂen . ’

(22) From 20 to 22 ua.rch, the battalion reccived its Annu~l Guneral
Inspection. The inspection team inspectod Feadquarters Battery snd Sorvice .
* Batbtory, tho Battalion forward slemonts and all firing battories vhich
. Wers insoacted in tha fie 1&. '['ha battalion roceived a rating of satisfactory. -

a _ (23) On 29 March, the battnlion patrol was raturning from & night 7
~ location and were loading into a vehicle at grid ZA2175LS whon a fragmentation . -
- gronade datonated on the belt of ono of the natrol mambars climbing inte - =
- the vohicle., Results: 3 US XKIA, L light :TA, minor dnmaga to the vohicle.

. ' (24) The vattalion oparut.:d in fachrthur 40 for 90 days, an¢ in
- wainwright A0 (Opsration Task Forcs 1/12) for 50 days, A total of 55 days
:of troop movamunt ocourred during the renorting poriod. Trajning was con-
ducted by elements of tha battolion sach duy, 9) days of training was com=- -
plet.,a. 25,888 rounds ware exponded ouring ‘tha reporting period- (3ee Inc] 2).1 ‘

" b. Treining:

: (1) A total of ten newl:r "sugnad ofﬁ.cars attondod the I ‘FO‘?C"V
Artillur} Fire Diraction School.

R (2) i botal of £ive ncwly assign ad officars at.tsndcd the I IFORCIV -
TR .xrtillary Forward Obsarver School. ‘ '

. 3) = thre»-mpn instructor tam conductaod classes for Spaeizl
Foreas personnsl on the 105mm howitz e This training vas for o nnriod of
threa daya, - : o : ‘

(b)) Direct fire axsrcises wers corduct.\.d by tha howi bzor bzt.’oqries
ing both ks anu Sashiva’ amunition during tha roporting nariod. . :

oy (5) A sectiona in tho bat»alion TS °v11uated during the re- |

v

= y '.portinp ner:.od.

(6) The bat.t.alion publishad a makly training sc‘xac.ula during the
reoorting mrn.od ’

*ection 2 b:saons Laarned. Gox.m.ander's ‘Jbu.arxmtiona s “valuntions, and Raw
comcnda.tian - : :

‘ .1.' (U '- °orsmmul. llohe
_2‘. (C) daeratidns: : , .
e QBS RVATION. Dnring the conduct, of on: rations wlth Tagk Forca 1/12 ,
- nosdquartgrs 3d satualion, 6%h hrtillery axchangod liaison nfficors v-rlth tha
23rd ARV Dn.viaion at DTOC in BP.T\ Ma Thuot. ,
: b ‘VAwATIOH.- Un 5 harch 1908 a liaison officar was nlacod with tho o
R VN headquartars to coordinata us ond LRVN artillory fires in tho Ban Mo L
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‘1SUBJECT:"Opefa£ional Raport of 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery for Psriod T

Inding 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

Thuot area. He was responsible for clearing US artillery firse through ARVN

headgunarters, and province and district personnel. He Jad the addad re-

- sponsibility of arranging for ARVN artillory to fire in supnort of US units

and the clearance of fires for US artillery to fire for ARVN units and in-
stallations, He coordinated ths activities of the US artillery with loeal

raprosentatives to fire in defense of many of the villages in the Ban Me

Thuot area. Defensive taergats for ten villages were preplanned and fired in

by US artillery. On thres occasions during attacks on villages, the firing
. of their preplanned defensive targets helped the defenders ward off the
~attacks. Tha 23rd ARVN Division supplied a liaison officer to Tack Force

1/12 “artillery. He cleared fires in the task force AO and coordinated direchly

- with ARVN FO's on the ground to sunport ARVN forcaes, thereby facllitating

the clearance of all fires in support of US ground operations. Defensive tar-

.gets in support of the Fire Support Bese ware fired using ARVN artillery.

¢. RECOMMENDATION, On all subsequent operations a liaison officer
should be provided to the supported ARVN artillery headquarters: For com=

' bined operations, an inglish speaking ARVN liaison officer sheuld be re=
- quested to Join the US artillery. -

. (U) Training: None

3
| Le (U) Intelligence: None
8, (C) Logistics:

a. Use of Armored Yehicla Launched Bridge.

(1) OBSQV.’\.TION. Task Force 1/12, whose artillery support was

.":':sélffpropelled'artillery3 was not augmentad by an AVLB,

(2) IVALUATION. On ssveral occasions during conduct of overations

"with Task Force 1/12, the courses of action available to ths commender were:

limited because the artillery was unable to traverse the steep banked streonz
in the area, This restricted plans to move artillery closer to thz cnemy
in the area, The task forcs commandsr could have moved withouvt restriction

*-- in the Ban Me Thuot area with self-propelled artillery if he had Lnd one
CoavLs, o A , .

" (3) RICOMMENDITIONS. lny bask force, which has self-propelled

~howitzers es its primary artillery support should be augmented with an AVLE,

/LVLB's arc availablo-at Division®level and the request should bo Jalmitted
. to the Division Gl as soon as possiblo upon receipt of an alert order,

- b. Use of Bulldozer.

(1) OBSRV.TION., & bulldozer can be used offectively by an artillery

 unit to prepare positions.

{2) iVALUATION., Task Force 1/12 had a bulldoger which was utilized

' “7:  in the construction of position areas. i bulldozer can cleer fields of fire

o e
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raoicd:,r, i’o can be.used to reiove site-t S a8k obstaclee , and it can gst
-all weanons sjstems and ammunition dug in rapidly. It alse oan construct
_-parapats for ‘observation, anc can speea t:e construction of t,he onerations - .
cent or and persoun:el duniers, : :

through tue suyrorting engineers, - lmmeciately upon receint of an alert
order for movesant the reguest for a oulldozer should be submitted to the.
o oosummorting engine:rs so that it joins tiie colwmn and is immadiately . R
-available upon occuration of sosition. ‘ : B

|
|
{
!
| | |
(3). RECOMVEADATI.vS, Bulldonsrs are valable at brigade Level -~ }i
t
4

| '.": 16. (9) UrganiZatidn. -'z'one, a

: - ie {(u) JOther. fHone ' ' -
0 3 1Inel : ij? ' .’<j
: AR 09 Organization ' : . ALONZ0 €. XRETZER
272, Amminition Expenditure . LTC, Arty ;
U 3 ——CAAR~Op-BAN-ME-THUOT- Commanding S RERE
.- Withdrawn, Hqs, DA; pub sep as CAAR _ , oo
L UISTRISUTION: ~ 68x023 S : RN
2 .= CIxCUARPAC o - o | | | S
~3 = UsAPV > - : : _ L al
6 = 00, 52nd irty Group a : - o
S - 00, 3d &n, 6th Arty - ' : 3
|
vt
i
-
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'~f’SUBJ‘CT° Operational Report of 3d Battalion, éth Artillery for Period -

B :."DA’ HQ» 524 Artillery Group, APO 96318 12 Ma.y 1968
‘ﬂ TG} Commanding General, IFFV Artillery, ATTN: Axpmpgm-g,' APO 96350

o . Lo e o —— e, 1
’ 3 ) N - a ".“: ’ »' - o v. - ; v 7 . o i‘ :
(& e, o . : S

"'-AVGc-r'o (2 May 68) 1st Ind
Ending 30 April 1968, ‘RCS CSFCR=65 (R1)

P Forﬁa:'-ded.ﬂ :

2.1 concur in the con*"ﬁts of the basic report and the recommendationa'

~'. . found in oection 2, Lessons Learned.

VAL E. nmmm % -

Colcnel, Artillery

. L o ' Cormanding
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' AVFA-AT-D (2 uay 1968) 2d Ind -

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, (RCSt CSFOR-65) (R1)

- DA, Headquarbera, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery, APO 96350

" 10 Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFA-GC-QOT, APO

96350

(C) Reference para.gre.ph 2(c), section 2, page 10, Operations, Concur,

2, (6) Reference- paragraph 5(a)(3), section 2, page 10, Use of Armored
.:.V.ehicle Launched Bridge.' Concur.

3. (C) Reference paragraph 5(b) (3), section 2, page 11, Use of Bulldozer.
Concur. :

" 4e (C) Reference pa.ragraph 4, AMM F (Logistics) to Combat After Action
.. Report, Concur, IFFV G4 coordinates the establishment of a FSA. The

+ .- 624 Hailntenance Battalion, a unit of the 1st Logistical Comiand, proviged

- - the Task Force support on a top priority basis.

. FOR THE COZANDER: - . )

Downgraded at 8 year Intervals

: / 3 o Declassified after 12 years

N DOD DIR 620010
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" Copy furnisheds

AVFA-GC-OT (2 May 68) 3d Ind

- SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery for Period

Ending 30 April 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

DA, Heé.dquarte;'s, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 B 9 MAY 1368

‘TOs Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGC-DST,

APO 96350

Concur. -

FOR. THE COM.ANDER¢

»
ROREx™ [ ' ApBARD

' . T AGC ,
TRRORCEY Acty | - ASSTADIUTANT GenzaAL

C

e
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| AVHGCDST (2 May 68) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, AFO Sen Francisco 96375 2 JUNI953

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pecific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
AP0 96558 :

‘1. Thie headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters,
3d Battalion, 6th Artillery as indorsed.

2. Concur with report as submitted.
FOR THE COMMANDER:

7, K<
C. S. NAI\ATSUKASA
Captain, AGC
' Assistant Adjutant Genonl
Copy furn:
HQ I F¥V
HQ 3-6 Arty

15




GPOP~DT (2 Hny 68) (U) 5th Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ 3d Bn, 6th Arty for Period Ending :

30: April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

'.nQ, Us Army, Pacific, APO San Franc*sco 96558 13 JUN'968

 T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Developmput Department of the'

Army, wWashington, D. C. 20310

‘This headqulttera has evaluated subject report and forvarding 1ndorso~

ments and concurs . 1n the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF““

K. F. OSBOURN
MAT, AGC
Asst AG

16
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AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE

‘1, Total amuunition e.jendsd by tyoe:

.
b,

C.

e

s

RE |
{vminetion
White Phosphorous
Swoke

Beehive

Propaganda

23,194
523
1294
855

19

3

B 2, Ammnition expended by t.re miscion b, battary:

X
o
‘ -I . FCv

| .d'_.

' :_".9.

£,

.
: ~~"'a.. -

Oo_ni'imd
_ Acq‘uir ed

Lounterbattery

P_reparatioh

* Interciction |

_-Spe,c:ial Ni-:_:qsé

‘Othiers

. 1ol

!
"

e

. 5993

Battery A

pattery 8
2h23 586
S 13hT

w0 ™
2090

1311 1213

135 . 112

| -::-3. Wuaber of eneny Killed and wounded by battery:

a.
’ :Do-

. s

- sattary A

'~_-_'3r-.t.tery 8 B

-3attery C

Confiri.ed
6
3

W

"

Satten G
161
1832

128

1169

- 1075

292
79

~ ‘robuble

5
2

0
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