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CONFIDENTIAL
DMRIVT~IiNT OF ITHS AP~ff'.5 ,HEADQUARTERS 3D BATTALION,, 6TH ARTILLERY

2 May 1968

SUBJECT: Operational. Report of 3d Battalion, 6th'Artillery for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCSCSFOR-65 (RB))

See Distribution

Section 1,? Operationh: Significant Activities.

1.. (U) General: The 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery (1OSNE1 SP) nconsists of
.a headquarters and headquarters battery,, service battery and three howitzer
.batteries, (Incl 1).

2*. (C) Intelligence: a. During the period 1 'February through 30 April,
enemy~ activity in the western highlands remained at a high level. Battery
A, 3d Battalion,, 6th A;rtillery responded to the threat of the 15th Battalion,
95B Regiment in the Hanr Yang Pass (B.R2252) area. This 1FVA unit has been
Making a concentrated effort to harass convoys on highwafr 19y and take out
this vital supply line eince December of 1967. To provide surveillance
over the critical pass area., an FO party was amployed on the northern ai~de
of the Mang Yang Pass from 10 March to 30 A~pril. During the latter pert
of the reDorting period enemyr activity in this area has markedly increased.
Battary b", 3d Battalion., 6th -Artillery remainecd in the ?lailni arecl, moving
bjtween ?lei K*rong and highway 509. They provided fire support against
elomants of the 174th ILVA Regiment -which had been active in the mountaini3
near highway 114 north of Pleiku. Battary B,, in'direct support of lot
6quadron,, 10th Cavalry appeared to fQrco this unit to move from the High-
way lb. to a base area to the west.

b. Battery C, 3d Battalion, Cýth Artillery., in direct su'nport oA.V Taskl
Force 1/12 operated in AO 'aainwright from 3 March to 22 April to search out
and destroy th~e 32nd and 33rd VVA Regiments. Reliable intelligence reports-

* indicated that these units had been planning to attack and take control of
* the provincial capital of Ban Me Thuot. The imposing threat of US artillery

more than likely arrested those plans. Other than a brief, but heavy con-
tact on 20 March, the enemy~ in this AO has not chosen to stand and fight.

* They have consist~ntly moved beyond the artillery range tans.

c. Targ.at In-formation Center: Duo to the great distances among units
of the battalion, on Trt Information Centar could not effectively handle
all batteries. An 52 i.ilazaant consisting of the assistant S2 sorgeant and
the 62 clerk operated at the Oasis (ZA1127) constructing end operating a Tar-
got Information Center for that area of the highlands until the Ban Me Thuot
operation began on 3 March. At this time the >3att-alion liaison officer
at the Oasis assumed targ eting duties at that "location while the assistant.

an4qjqaordirnata aerial reconnaissance for the task force. DOWNGRADED AT 3YEAR hT!VALS,,l
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS...
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I. CONFIDENTIAL

StiJgiCTs Operational -,ejort of 3d iattalion, 6th Artilleary for '3eriod
,nding 30 Airil 1966, RCS C.ffj.'-65 (.I)

It %,ould have baen extremely difficult for one battalion Tarr at Information
Uenter to .,rovido tar' .Ating for iints Scavter3d in thrne orovinces. For
the p•riod when the battalion was o-ioratinR in suci. a wide area, the two
Tariet anformation Uenters wera most effective.

* 3. (C) iOperations and Training 'ctivitiess

a. Operatwons:

S(l) ±eferences:

(a) Artillery ,IT!;P 1 February to 30 April.

(b) 'aily Staff Journal (Operations).

(2) Attachmientat Jattery C, 7th Sattalion, 15th Artillery was
temporarily attached to the battalion during the period I March to 23 A'.ril
1968. The 242d }hadar. Detachment, 8th 3attalion, 26th .rti2ic.:, was attached
to the battalion durin, the poriod 16 March to 23 April 1968. ketrc Secieva
. t2, }:eadquarters .dattery bth -Aarget Lcc uisition 'atttlion, 26th ,irtillery.,
was attdclhe& to the oatatlion durine. the :)oriod 6 march to 23 A-ril 1966,.
Latacimaentsa: $att .ry A, 3d Lattalion, 6thz Artillery waa d.etacheC from the
battalion and te, poraril, attaohe6 to the 2d abtaalion, 17th Artillery

. cduring the period 9 {arci' to 3) April 1968i

erio.(3) 'I"he battalion vas assir,,avcý the followink *&issions for the
.perioa incicated"

* 1 Feb to 30 Apr 68 Jattalion W. 4th Infantry Division

I Feb to 19 Yeg Git Sattery A 03 4th Infantry Division

1 Feb to 3) ar 68 rja..try C GS 4th 13.-, 42nd Arty, 4th lnf Div

1 Feb to 12 Mar 68 battery i3 QM 4th 9n, 42nd Arty, 4th Lxf Div

1.9 Feb to, liar 6b jattery A OGS ,4th Bn, 42nd ,irty, 4th Inf Div

..4 Ar to 22. Alr 6o' Jattalion (-) DS Task eorce 1/12, 14th -:nf iv

.4 Mar to 22 A-tr 6.8 4rtr, CT S Task Yorea 1/12, I4th Inf Piv

9 Mar to 30 A,.r 63 4sttory A temporarily attached to 2ne L, lth
Arty

12 MW to 30 A.r 6ý B • atter. ,A DS 1at i., 1.)th tCv, 14th Inf Iiiv

22-Apr to 33 Apr 68. jattery C O8R itth dn, 142M. i~rtys, 4th Int Div

(4) from. 1 to 19 Yabrua-ia 3 attery - occuoi.d a position at

CONFINTIAL _
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/ " .CONFIDENTIAL .

S5JJVT Opcational fluport of 3d Battalion, 6th :-rtillary for ieriod
4adina 30 April 196b,, RC- CFOR-5 (PI)

.A-tillory Aill (ZA22•3). ±'ission: GS 4th Inf Div, suoport.ng. Plaiku de-

fonse activities. "uring this -eriod, the battery conducted twelve one-
day hip shoot oparations from positions north of 01-iku as ro,,d security
for rsu~ppLy convoys movlE. on 1 ighwq2 14 from ?laiku to Kontum. .4hile
displaced on 1 Fabruary to grid '12025711.5, B!tt ,ry A firoe at an ustimatad
SIVA Platoon in the o.•en and was credited Aith two onemy KIA. During thii
pariod, the battery fired a nimbor of countarmort-ir and. counturrocket
missions, and fired. from hip shoot positions at a nu.',ber of intalligence
targats, destroying manl bunkers and foxholes and causing sacondery ex-
plosions. The battery expended a totial of 2305 rounds durinZ this noriod.

(a) On 3 iebruary Bttry A occuoiod a Dosiiion at rrid
ZA19669d. -hile approximatdly 60) maters from this hiA- shoot. 0osition, the
batt-ry r ac siv-d sporadic small arms fire. The batt.jnr fired 11 IL4 rounds
and the snipar fire ceased. The battery also fired at ,.n estimated com-
pany size oeneW base cami and was credited with thrio enemy KIA in addition
to fiva. foxholes =_d four bunkers destroyed. On 4 February, 'attery A re- A
ceived sxall. arms fire at grid ZA195618 whi) proceading to a hip vhoot lo-
cation at grid ,1235765. Jx battalion air oL. irvar adjvustad artillery fire
Aitd the !nipor fire ceased.

(b) On 6 February, $At.-)r; A moved to a hip sboot/convoy
security position at grid M1AJ9)P45230. One of the battery .I08 ho1io.tzors
hLit a iriina 50 meters south nf this position. )na road wheel was dama-ad and
the rif'ht track was broken. At the same tlime tho battery recaived sirall
arms fire from the ide of t±. road ari roturne6 the firs with all organic,
weapons, lass tha 105imi howitners. No pirsonna! wrar injured, and the
•att.~r$ •;oved to e new position at Urid •.19336663 before returning to
Artillery Fill (IA2253).

(c) On 14 February, Batt ,ry A moved six howitzers to a hip
shoot/convoy security location at grid ZLi84hOS, A battalion air observer
directed 35 rounds onto one anamy in the onen, and the batt.iry v as credited
v-ith one YVA KI.4 .

(d) At 1800151 Fabruary,, att.jry A fired the 150,000th rourd
expended by tho battalion since its arrival in the Republic of vieximam. The
round was fired bý LTC i•arvin X. Cniase, battalion covmmander.

(5) On 6 Boruory, 3attery C moved from Duc Co (YA84h249) to rrid
"*.ZA059,)3115. iaission QOR 4th iattrlion, 42nd Artillery. Three. hovi.tzers:
then procieded to the Jasis (eAlO332726) to suorort heavy 06 contact at Grid
LA155355. On 7 Fewruary the reirninin6! three howitzers joined the battery at
the Oasis. The battsry movA on 8 February to a Uip shoot position at grid .
iA16203352 to support a 2nd Sattalion, 8th infmatry ewi.ap aast of thz Cntecka
tea plantation axr thaa returnA to tho Oasis. iha battery rexbinnod at the
O',sis until 24 February cumrortik- the; 2nd Bnttzl on, 8th Infantry and 7th
battalion, 17th Ovlry. kwurin this n-eriod Bnttery C fired a tot'l of
1633 rounds. On 24 Fobrurfy, B;.ttary . moved from grid -1I0832726 to Frid
IA228791..
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S' .. .." ' :"CONFIDENTIAL

3U3JTCT: O'Oerational Roport of 3d iitt.nlion, 6th Artillry for ?eriod
Ariding 30 Anril 1968, RCM C F 565 (R1)

S(6) On 7 Fobruay Babt~r�r B moved from grid Y0964439 to a naw position

at grid U1A51609. From 8 to 12 February, tha batt3rj occt:)iod a position at
-rid ZA05903115. Lissionl GJ'R 4th Brttoilion, 42nd Artillery. From 12 to 29

iFebruary, •attr-. B occupied a position at grid Y496284399. "Iission: GSR
4th battalion, 42nd '-rtillery. On 18 9'abruary, the batt iry moved five how-
itzers toea position at grid YA655365 for a one day operation in suo0ort of
ist aquadron, 10th Cpvalry elunants raeturning to their base came (t grid
Y496284399. Luring this-period, the b-ttery, firdd Rad Ilaze missions, do-
.struction missions, propaganda nmissions for leaflet dispersion, intelligence
xMissions -and interdiction fires. From 29 February to 12 March, Battor-j B
occup3ied a position at grid M4123483. "ission: GSR 4th D.tt.lion, 42nd
Artillery. On 6 ".,arch, a halicopter received ground fire in the vicinity of
Sgrid A1.135440. battery B firad in suoeort, and the ground fire ceased, three
unconfirmed ID T•h LIA resulted. The battery also fired at an eneqy base camp

-and one secondarj explosion was reported during this mission..

"(7) From 19 to 29 February, Jatt ry A occuoied a pos.ktion at grid
YA92282706 (Cay hill). hission: GSR 4th Battalion, 42nd Artil.lary. I)&ing

Sthis. period the battery covered the Duc Co (YA8424) Soecial -orces ca, and
fired at bunker corJplaxes, intelligenca targets, and known end suspactod
anea y locations. From 29 FXbruary to 2 1%hrch, 3.-,ttjry A occur9ted a oosition
at grid Z1,2046286. Nission: GSR 4th dattalion, 42nd Artillery. During
this )oriod the battery fired destruction missions, knowmn enerry location
missions, and interdiction fires. From 2 to 9 hnxch, Latt~iry 1% occunied a
position at grid ZA05913116, relieving Battery L, 5th .att-!ion, 16th Artillor.r
in place. Hiss4.on: GSR 4th b.•ttalion, 42nd Artillery. During this period
the battary fired in suport of US elements in contact, intolligonce missionsp
and interdiction r.u.ssions..

(8) On 28 'Fobruary,tha* battalion was ,alerted to establish i BI3•ttali.n
SForward Tactical Up~rtions C~�nter in the vicinity of Jan Me Thuot to provide
a tactical and technic.-:a fire direction center for an organic 105 S? batt..ry
(Sattiry C, 3d Sattalion, 6th Artillfery), a 155 6? battery (Battery B, 5th
Battalion, lth Jrtillery) .nd an 8 inch 3 battery (Battary C, 7th 1attal.n,15ith Artillery). :,

"(a) On 1 Xarch, 3attery 0, 7th Battalion, 15th Arti3ery, was
"temworarilý attached to the battalion. Batt%•ry Q, 7th Battn-lion, 1.5th
Artillj'. moved from An Khe (BR458436) to Artillery Hill (ZA2253). Mission.
GSR Battery C. 3d Bettallon, 6th -'rtillo'-y, to suonort Task Force 1/12.

(b) On 2 L-arzh Battery C, 7th Jattalion, 15th .Artillory, Battai-'3:
"* C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artilleiry and battalio.a (-) elements departed Artillery
'.Fill and arrived at Cam3 4=ari, 4th Inf Div base camp (4A030654), in prep-
aration for convoy move to the B= 1-e Thuot area.

(0) On 3 i:arch, elements of Tlsadquarters and -ervica Batteria.i
" d 3c± battalion, 6th Lrtillary, battary C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery, Sntter"

C, 7th Battalion, 15th Atrtillery and Battery B, 5bh Battalion, 16th Artilleray
* departed locations at Artillery !ill and Comtp Lari (0A0365), by conv4y and 4

moved to a fire base location north of Ban V7e Thuot (t4933287). 'he fire
CONFIDENTIAL
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-< .' °"CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJLQT: Operitional Report of 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery for Period
Zinding 30 April 1968, RC6 0J'.-65 (R1)

base was collocated with elements of lst Battalion, 12th Infantry. The
missions of the elements were i eadquarters 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery (-)

(DS 1st battalion, 12th infantry), battery Co 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery
(DS 1st battalion, 12th Infantry), Battery C, 7th battalion, 15th Artillery
(O&R, attsry C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery) and Battery b 5th Battalion,

16th Artillery (GSR Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th ArtilleryS. The Fire

Support Base remained at this location until 13 .arch. On 7 and 9 lMarch,
Battery C moved on one-day operations to Crids AQ883120 and A(.896253 re-
spectively. buring this period, Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery and
Batter-y C, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery fired contact missions in su5wort
of 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry elements in contact, destruction missions
and a large number of intelligence missions. Battiry C, 7th Battalion, 15th
Artillery was credited 'dth 1 7!VA XLi on 7 March, in a mission fired at
several ener, in a bunker complex. On 6 iarch, a battalion air obs,)rver in
an 01 aircraft received ground fire while out of artillery range at AQ812135.
The pilot attackced with rockets which resulted in 1 !VA UPA confirmed and
41 NVA U:A unconfirmed.

(d) On 5 E•arch, a battalion liaison tema departed Artillery Uill
(ZA2253) to establish liaison with artillery olaemnts of the 23d AVx

Division in. Ban 1,'e Thuot City.

(e) On 6 Xarch, Metro Section #2, Readquarters and Haadquarters
Battery, 8th Target Acquisition Satterr, 26th Artillery was designated OMCONI
to the battalion at 'an Me Thuot City to siu:port elements of the battalion
in the area.

(f) On 10 '.arch, the Fire Succort Base occueied by Aattery C,
3d Battalion, 6th hrtillery, Headquarters 3d Sattalion, 6th Artillery (-),
Battery B, 5th 4attalion, l6th Artillery and Battery U, 7th Battalion, 15th
Artillery received an unknown caliber mortar attack from 0055H to 011011.
So rounds landed insida the lierimeter at grid A2896253. Task Force
artilJery immadiately located t1ae mortar flashes irith aiming circlos Ind
brought. artillery fire on target. The mortar fire ceascd. At 10233711 •archh,
a battalion liaison officer reported incoming 8 2 am mortars and 75mm rocoiles3

fire in Ban he Thuot City and Ban Y'e Thuot fast (A&877018). Approximately
S24 rounds landed at Ban Ye Thuot saat where the battalion trnins and Armiuni-

tion Su3ly Point wore locoted. Nagative casualties or damage to the battalion
ware reported from both locetions.

(a) On 13 "arch. the battalion Forwaird Headauarters, Battery
C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery and Battary C, 7th batt~lion, 15th Artillery
mov3d from grid AA.932287 to esstalblish a new fire suQnort base at grid A1825109,
to support a comoiend Ui-XMVI, operation north of Ban i~a Thuot. The battalion
Forward Tactical Operations Center remained at this location until 6 Anril.
a"attery (, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillory fired in su'oort of Task Force elements
in contact and was creditec with I VC KIA on 2 A.:,ril. Bnttsry 0, 7th Bat-
talion, 15th Artillery ronnined at this location until 30 t'arch, and fired
during this .. riod. in sui)ort of U3 and AVM. elalmonts in contact, a Vietnamese
villaGe under mortar attarck (mortars silencod), rnd nuimrous intelligence
missions.

CONFIDENTIAL_



CONFIDENTIAL
83BJ!OCTs .Oprational Report of 3d Batt'lion, 6th Artillery for POriod

Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFJ.-65 (Fl)

(h) On 16 11arch, the 242d 14ýdar Detachment, 8th B,-ttalion,
26th Artillery, was made OPCOJ•. to the b~tto-lion and arrived at B-n e Thuot
airfield (A-'805039) from Qui Ihon.

(i) On 18 ±r.arch Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery
fired in defense of the village of 3uon Sa Pur (A' 942014). Intallipance
reports indicated 2 VC were KiA and 4 WIA.

(J) On 20 harch, Battwry C, 3d iiattalion, 6th Artillery dis-
placed to A(&762129. At approximately 11OON CpmrganV• A, Ist Battalion, 12th
Infantry made contact w~th enemy units at MV226193, as both units waere
moving down a trail. Artillery was called in end the contact continuod as
Compmy B, lot Battalion, 12th Infantry and Company D, 1st Bnttxlion, 12th
Infantry moved up to suwport, while the O•VA attacked th•a com-rlnflies. Con-
tinuous artillery fire was brought to bear on tha enemy from Bnttary C,
3d Zattalion, 6th Artillery, Btt :ry C, 7th 3attalion, 15th Artillery and
Battery B, 'ýth Battalion, 16th Artillery. Contnct was broken asoroxi-,,ately
20133011 ýiarch when the enemy withdrew, althourh rporadic contnct continued
throughout the day. On 21 iarch, 1st Sattalion, 12th Infantry received a
short mortar and B/ 40 rockot attack. All units fired in vuyoort and finalpolice;, of the battlefiold found 41 I.VU KEA ,nd 2 NV' vJIA CIA with numerous
equipment found on the battlefield. The Coim.ianding Officer, Comepany A, lrt
Battalion, 12th Infantry attributed a minimum of 12 KIA to artillery; in-
dicaticns are that .20 or more NVA ware killed by artillery.

(k) On 30 Xarch, Battery 0, 7th Battelion, 15th Artillery moved
two howitz ire to Ban tioe 51mot Sast (AQ87701). On 31 i.,rch, conversion of
these two 0 inch howitzurs to 175mm was comnelated and the howitzers r-turned
to the battalion fire base at. grid A0829101.

(1) On 5 April, B-tterS C, 7th •attalion, 15th Artillery
occupied a position at mnn Me Thuot 8ast (A:,877018) with the mission of
GjR Battery C, 3d B-ttalion, 6th Artillery (Fire Jupport JBase), and -u:,port
of Special Force,; operations south of .i'n ,.e Thuot. From 6 to 22 April,
"the battery occupiad a .osition at grid Art;8180147. During this lriod, tho
battery fired numerous intelligenco tar0eets in addition to mnving two 6
inch hoiritzers on a two da3' operation at AQ780337 to surport ivOv' of Task
Force 12 elaenents to new fire base at grid A1783177. On 16 April tho
battery fired 80 rounds in a 'rearation for Soecinl Forces nersronnel. A
sweep of the ara found 9 VC bodies killed by artillery.

(m) From 6 to 11 April, the battalion forward houart-Jrs
and Battery C occunied a ")osition at Crid Ac.835288, mnission DTask Force
"12. On 0 April, 10-15 8rim mortar rounds y,¶reo rocjivjed. A forwnrd observer
from Battery C, 3d. Batta.lion, 6th Artillry obs ,rvad flashes and Battery- C
fired countermortar fires. Rosults: nagative casualties or daia-a to th_
battalion. znemy casualties unknown.

(n) On sevrl occasions between 30 'iarch and 21 April Bttery
0, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery, Battery 6, 5th Battalion, 16th Artillery and
Battery G, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery fired in defense of tha new life
hamlet of Quang ,'hieu. Knowr results are I KIA. Two Chieu loi turned
themselves in to authorities in the area because thvy faarud the arttllery.

___CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

4UB$JhUTr '09-rdtiionnJ Raport of 3d B,.tt~1icn, 6th Arti.Jllry for Pariod
Ending 30 A.,ri3. 1963, ICS C0$FL-65 (tli)

(o) From 11 to 22 April, the battn).ion (') Wn Bpttary 0
occupiad a nosition at grid A(.-Th3177. Yission: Do" Task Force 1/12. On
19 April, J!,ttiry (; movud br'ck to tho firo b~aas at grid J'Q1r352 88 and fired
a larga numnbar of intolligonc.j r~iosions. From 21 to 22 April, Sr'ttary C
occupied a position at grid £3Q033237, whura tha bnttc~ry firad. adcdit3.ownJ

* intolligance targ~ts.

(p) On 22 April., Taskc Force~ 1/12 d-oncrtad $6an 'ýA Thuot and All
bnttalion artillery aui-.orting thai operation closed at Artillery JYill (W.'25 3).
Brittary 0, 7th B~attalion, 15th I~rtillory was dotachoid from tha3 batthlion and.
depairted Artillary hil11 to Binh i~,) The ...'.etro and Radar from 8th i~attalion,
26th ArtilLery ware dotachý,d at this tinme and attachý-d to Batta~ry D3, 5th
Battalion, 22nd ArtilJlery.

(9) An Arti~lJlry A4tar Action Raoort for Task Force 1/1.2 was sub-
inittad to Conmmindin-ý Gencral I F43RV Artillery on 5 Tiay 1968.

(10) Or 9 1karch., Batt-ry A., 3d 13ettalion, 6th Artillery was ',laced
0PCOIt. to the 3d BattpJlion, 111th Arilrand moved to a n.3w location at
grid 3P.12l15372. Att.t arproxiimately 1iOQE,, a r,5148 ammixtnition tr-ack vehicle
caught fire at grift ZAi9O338. The 0J548 was ciostrcoyac along with 111 rounds
h4~ 03 rounds J.i, 3 rounds Bad)hivo andi 400 MD fuzes. OCnuso of tha expl~osion.
wrns a fire in the i~ngina coni7r:)xtinnt. 14o pe3rsonnol wo-ro injured. On 10
Iliarch., Aadqua~rtx.* a tt,;r.1r -rud Jervico Bntt,ýry pý.rscnr~ol mado a ground ewaep
of tha location of the d-estr'oye6 1--518 with SOD 'pwrsonio1 to mark locations
of unoy. .loded -uivunition. On 10 -.ýarchj, atr A movad from grid B13l2115322
.to grid BFR2629:072J. (Voang, Yang Pass). The nocassar-y sjicurity vnns not nacconi-
plished at tho now location and Bnttery A r.iturrnod to grid 13P12115322 bj-
fore dark. From 12 Yarchi to 30 L-pril, lBnttory A occun~ied *a -.o3sition nt Crid
BTr262h72,, mis~sion' of QGT` 2nd B-att.,,lion, l7tb Arti~Thry. D~uring thi ,roe
ibsttary A firad In r~u'port of US forces in cont.act., intollifgunC3 Mics'.tonrs,
destruction mnd neutralization fires, Wn intixrdiction missions, On 11
11April tha battiry racaived 10-20 82NwA mortar with 6-V rounds landing in-
side the jerirnotar. .lbrao rounds ).aadjd vithin 5 maters of thcý basa pioce
with one round im -acting directly on top of tha 1.33f -pro-) 311d howi-itzor.
No iIA* ru.ýult,;d on tba basa -piece .ind nll howitzars, continuad to firae during

j t~ mri~r atac . ,aults: Fiva battery p..xrsonnel lieghtly )IA, & I

uhich were av.acuated,. and 1 nantol sight duamgod.

(11) From 12 to 14 tLarchs 6attory Z occupiad a ioosition tgridth
Q1955396, msino iP; Ist %'c~uadron,0t G-.tv1.ry i~ring thsp r. Lo 3' h

battary fired intelliganco nnd intejrdiction fires, From 14 to 21 Maorch,
Battery B occupiod a. pouttion at grid 2A183607, '-ith no chnnga of mission.
During this o.3ri~od the battary firod in support of lst Squadron, 10th Cnv-
d.ry -,lunients in contact, intallig.ýnca and int.Qrdiction missions3. From
21 to 24 i. varh Battoary B., 3d -c .B talion., 6th txtill iry occuniad a ioiion
at grid 4.AO957tO2. On 25 Ntrch., tho batt.sry 6deprtad. with A Troop,, 1st
"'quridron, 10th Gava3rly und B Trooo, 1st bquardron,, 10th C'-vrlry to a namw
position nt erid YA998363. From 29 iZarch to 7 ,v' ri1, idatt'ay B occunioad a
position At grid ZA0957O5. During this pariod t~ho b~ttttryj fired at lights
and movamant believud to be an advance party trying to ford a river where
the battary had dostroyed a bridge. from 7 to 21 Jk'nril., BP.ttjz7 f3 occunied
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SU.dJ ICT; OporationaJ. Roport of 3e~ B&ttzzlion, 6th Rjlj~r"y f or ?jriod
'iJnding 3) April., RC63 CSFOR~-65 (RI)

*a position at grid ZaAl24480. From IS to 24 irl two of tha battary how-
itz1:irs occupiaed a position at Azrtill~ory Hllu. (k.A2253) to sup-prrt Pleiku
area. defense olements. From 21 to 25 A-)rij., Battcary B oocu,-Acd a po~~ition
at grid Ua178222. -From, 25 to 27 J.:-ril &intt%ýry b occuniod. a )~osition at
grid ZA181182. From 27 thru 30 April, 6-att--ry B occupied. a position at
Crid Zial12672,

(12) Fromu 23 to 25 April, 'Battary C occuroiod a position at grid
%1,059311., Ib.saion: GjR 4th Battalion, 42nd Arti~ll.ry. Fron. 25 to 217
April, -;'attary 0 occupiad a position at grid ZA078222. Y!o chringe in 7i188ion,
howc~v:ir, priority of firas to tho 1st Battrlion, 4~2nd infantry W-170~, con-
ducting an oporatdion to raturn villages to i~dap Lwnan. Fro 29 thru 30
April Battery 0 occuaiod a position at grid ZAO59311. During this ro ýrlod
the~ batt.;ry firad intallige3nce, contact and interdiction missions..

(13) On 5 Februax-y, all th.a batt.2lion.'s MAAC comouters -t~ror re-
progrw~mmd and r-gistrnations woro firad. Also, F'L0 cl'Nss.3 ware conducted
for firing 1144& nivnition (classos givon by*O,.'rations Officar.).

(14.) From 7 to 1.0 &~brun7ry, all battalion 1108 howitzers vwra cAl1-
ibrnt,36 with tba axcoptllon of tr.o Battcury B howidtzars which ware don~dlinod.
at tha battalion 'oaci Cearim (wA2253) and schadulud for tub3 change within
30 d

(15) ~'rom 12 Fi;-',ruMr to 14 Feobruary, tha Battery Test aind Lvaluation
Tealn conducted a test of all firing batt.ýry sections of Battery 13, 3d

(16) From 15 Fabruaryj to 143 Fabrurxwy, thc. Bi3ttery Test and IEval-
Uation Toam conductod a tost of all firing battery sections of C Battery,
3d 13attalioa, 6th JArtill;:ry.

(17) 'On 17 Yabruary,, ol amnts of haneq~uarterrs Battery and Sarvice
battary moved to tha Oasis (ZA1127) to begin constr'uction-of a battalion

For-wa,,rd Tactical. 0p~rations Centers
(10) On 20 Februq.ry, a Strvice 3.1ttory t-.nker vehicle with t.railar

was trt.vs.ine w~st on hichY-Ivi 509 to rasu:prly Battory .6 wharn it onam undar
aoal~l =-ms firo in tha vicinity of grid YA9954l6. The driver l.ost control
and tIYe vohicla hit a ditch and ovirtaxrnad. Sba driver and, assistantrt driver
wclkac to battery 2 fire base And the vehicle an.rd trailar ware recovcrerd.
Rueult3: no fricrndly casualtias, no anunmr casua).ti-:s, haavy damazlqo to ye-
hiclco a'nd trailer,.two M-14 riflos missing. FiVci bullet holes were found
in th, IP0L vbioýice.

(19) From 20 Fabruaz.ry to 22 Fabrurnry., tho Battijry Test rtnd Evn,1-
.Uatior Twabn conducted n toot of all firing batter-y skucti~ns of xBattery ,
3d Ba~ta)ion, 6th A~rtillery.

(20) On 23 Febru-rvy, a rovised battali4on Tacticz.1 SOP was distributed
to all elamcints Within tho battalion. The Battury Test ond ZvAlvation
Team canductud a tost of sactiopis in headquartors and .lervice Battorz 68.
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,UBJ!T' O" .rational Report of 3d Battalion, O th Arllary f or"eriod

*iding 30 April, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)
d T(2t) " On4 rch, battalion Clinge of Command ceramonita took place

and LTC Alonzo b. Krotzq~r assumed comu.mnd of the battalion from LTC !•'vin
K* Chase*

(22) From 20 to 22 .inxch., the battalion recoivad its Annunl Ga.neral
Inspection. The inspection te= inspectad Readquarters Batted/ rind Sarvice
S..ttory, tho iattalion forward olamonts and. all firing battories ,:,hich
were inspected in tha field. Tha battalion roceived a ratin, of ,. tisfactory

(23) On 29 March, tha battrlion patrol was returning from a night
location and were loading into a vehicle at grid ZA217545 when a fragmentation
grenade detonated on the belt of :one of the natrol members cinbins.r into
the vehicl.a Results: 3 U'S KIA, 4 light ,rIA, minor damage to the vehicle.

(24) The battalion operat.d in 1acArthur AO for 90 days, and in .
aianwrir,-ht.AO (Oparation Task Forcj 1/2) for 50 da'ys. A total of 55'days

: of troop movemont occurred during the reportirg period. Training w as con-,
I duct. by elements of thi battalion oach day, 9) days of traA.5.ing was corm-

.,pleatd. 25,888 rounds wore expendod during the rdp(rtinC period (6ce Incl. 2)..

b. Training:

(1) A total of tan newly assigned officers attended the I NMIFOCET
Artillory Fire Direction School.

... (2)' . total of. five nwly assigned offi-ers attended the I DrTORC4V-
Artillary Forward Observer School..

"(3) 4 thra o-miv instructor tam conducted classes for 8paeial
Forces prsonnej on the 105amm howitz ir. This training was fjr A p"iod of
threa days.

(4) Ziroct firo ox~rcises werj conducted br th• howitzar b:tteries
using both K'Z end S3ohiv" ammunitiorn during the reporting aerlod.

.(5) . sections in tha battalion ty-wrxa va7luated during th• re-
jportink 1pariod.

" (6) "he battalion published a weekly. tralning schedule during the
reporting n~riod.

Section 2, Lissons Lerirnod,: o0,-,.snder' s ObtJ.rvations, *4valu.tions, and R.i-
commwendatio.,

".16 (a) ?orsomn•l: gone

2. (C) r.} tioxs: t

.. JW VVATION. •During the conduct of oprt rations with Task Force V3.2,
e .dquortars 3d Zattalion, 6th Artillry'. oxchn'od liaison nfficars %ith the

23rd tkIV11 Division at DTOC in Ban Ea Thuot.
b. 9VALUTIO N. On 5 Narch 1968, a liaison offior was placod dith the

"". AV N headquarters to coordinate US and 'AR. artill.r.fires in tho Ban Me

-__ .;• ,. • CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL /"-

SUBJ;CT: Operational Report of 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery for Pariod
Žriding 30 April 1968, RCS C-SO0R-65 (RI)

Thuot area. He was responsible for clearing US artillery fires through ARVN
headquarters, and province and district personnel. He iad the added re-
sponsibility of arranging for PMVN artillery to fire in supnort of US units

* and the clearance of fires for US artillery to fire for ARYVN units and in-
stallations. He coordinated the activities of the US artillery with local

re~...senatiesto Lire in defense of many of the villages in the Ban Me
Thuot area. Defensive targets for ten villages were preplanned and fired in
by US artillery. On three occasions during attacks on villages, the firing
of their preplanned defensive targets helped the defenders ward off the
attacks. Tha 23rd A11VN Division supplied a liaison officer to Tac k Force
1/12 "artillery. He cleared fires in the task force AO and coordinated directly

• with ARVN FO's on the ground to support ARVN forces,, thereby facilitating
the clearance of all fires in support of US ground operations. Defensive tar-
gets in support of the Fire Support Base were fired using ARVN artillery.

c. RECO;N4XENDATION. On all subsequent operations a liai,'n officer
should be provided to the supported ARVW artillery headquarterS: For com-
bined operations, an 4aglish speaking ARVN liaison officer sba&ld be re-
quested to join the'US nrtillery.

3. (U) Training: None

.4. (U) Intelligence: None

S.. . .(c) Logistics:

a. Use of Armored Vehicle Launched Bridge.

"(1) OBS*RVATI0N. Task Force 1/12, whose artillery support was
self-propelled artillery, was not augmented by an AVLB.

"(?) ALUATION. On sveral occasions during conduct of o erations
with Task Force 1/12, the courses of action available to the cormander were.

S " limited because the artillery was unable to traverse the steep banked streaff-.
in the area2  This restricted plans to move artillery closer to the naemy
in the area. The task force commander could have moved withovt restriction
in the Ban Me Thuot area with self-propelled artillery if he had -:0., one . -

(3) R3C0o1i L;DTINS-, Any. task force, ,hich has self-propelled
:howitzers as its primrary artillery support should be augmented with an AVLB.
" .LVLB's are available-at Division level and the rsquost should be unLritted ]
to the Division 04 as soon as possible upon receipt of an alort order.

b. Use of Bulldozer.

(1) OBSMV..TION. O bulldozer can be used effectively by an artillr'y
unit to prepare positions.

(2) WALUATION.; Task Force 1/12 had a bulldozer which was utilized
in the construction of position areas. Pk bulldozer can clear fields of fire.
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SbpJECT.: 0,neratiorieJ R~eport of 3d .iattajlion, 6th Asrti.1l6er for -3riod

,ndirw 30 Apr~il 196-- RP~S C SVPTý65 (U~)

*rAoieily, t.2tcan be .usecd to rei.ove site-to-voask obstacles, ane. it c~n get
afll wean'orns sy'stemus cu~d anmiunition du.g in rapidlyi. It also oan constru~ct
parapets for observation., and can speeci t.--e construct-ion of the-oierationo
centar and persomeal :3n~kers.

(3), R O i1AX ? ulldo2.3rs are available at brigade 1-tval
throueh tiLe su).orting, an(ineers. ane±Ltlvpon receipt of an alert
orer for atoverisnt t'he reouest for a aulldozer shoQb submittad to the

Suni~orting' enLine~4rs so that it joins t~e coliu-in and is iaraediately-
*available upon occu~ation of .:osition.'

6. ( o r,6anization. one.

(M ~) Other. Uonie

3 Incl A
1. Organization ALONZO F 0 !KETZBM

'20 Anrmunition Expenditure 'LTC, Arty
* .3. ~p.J~ DlMK TJOTCommtanding

ýWithdrawn, Hqs,. DA; pub sep as CAAR
I)IBTFI DUTION:4 68X023

2 C11 CloAPPAC

6 C O., 52nd Arty Oroup
-CO, 3d bin., 6th Arty

J.4
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AVOGC-,C (2 May 68)ý let Ind
SUN7!CT: Operational R~eport of 3d TRattalion, 6tb Artillery for'Period

Ending 30 April 1968', ROSq CS~rR-65'.R .141

DA, 1K., 52d Artillery (Croup,, APO 96318 12 N4ay 1968

TO: Conmmanding General., IFFV Artillery., A"TTV ANP'A-AT-D, APO 96350

.I. FoYrwarded*'

*2. 1 concur in the con'. mt a of' the basic report and the recomendations
found In Section 2, Lessons Learned. a

1'IAL F,6 YJATALL
Colonel, Arti).lery
Connandi np,



CONFIDENTIAL
AVFA-AT-D (2 May 1968) 2d nd
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery for Period

Ending 30 April 1968, (RoSt CSFOR•-65) (R1)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery, APO 96350

TO: Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFA-GC-OT, APO
S. 96350

1.- (C) Reference paragraph 2(c),, section 2, page 10, Operations. Concur.

.2. (0) Reference-paragraph 5(a)(3), section 2, page 10, Use of Armored

.Vehicle Launched Bridge. Concur.

3. (C) Reference paragraph 5(b)(3), zection 2, page 11, Use of Bulldozer.
Concur.

4. (C) Reference paragraph 4, ANIX F (Logistics) to Co.dbat After Action
Report. Concur, IFFV G4. coordinates the estabJ.ihment of a FS&. The
62d 1iaintenance Battalion, a unit of the 1st Logistical Comuand, provided
the Task Force support on a. top priority basis.

FOR TH• C0-.•.NDER:

MRA= G. .O 1I .
l,'ajor,, Art lle~r
Adjutaznt

"Downgraded at 3 year lnter•er

Declasif 4 after is 1 21wears
DOD DIR 500.10
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A*F1 -O (2 L ~uy'68) 3d Indlin
SUBJECT: Operational. R-otf3dBtain'6th Artill=y for Period

Ending 30 April 1968 RCS CSE'OR-65 (RI)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnamp, APO. 96350 2~ MAY 1968

TO: Commanding Generalt United States Armiy Vietnams A2YTNr AYHGC-DS¶Is
APO 96350

Concur.

FOR THE COWiLANDE~t

ROFP LtB ARD
Copy fu~rnishedt AGCAJrATGNIEA

ASSRCE AArtyTG~~

14
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AVHGC-mT (2 May 68) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery for Period

Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

WHEADQUARTERS, US AMY VIETNA91 APO San Francisco 96375 2 JUN 193

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Aniy, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters,
3d Battalion, 6th Artillery as indorsed.

2. Concur with report as submitted.

MOR THE COMANER:

C. S. NAKATSUKASA
HQI0Ccaptain. AC

Assistant Adjutant Genera

Copy furn:S •HQ I FT1

HQ 3-6 Arty

I'

t1

, , . . . , , 1



GOP-DT (2 May 68) (U) 5th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ 3d En, 6th Arty for Period Ending

30!April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)

HQ, US Arm~y, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 3 JUN 1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff f or Force Developmekit, Departmenit of the
Army,.Washt.ngton, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject, report'and forwarceing indorse-
ments and. concurs. in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE CtOMMANDER IN CHIEFt-

1C. F. OSBOURx

MAA3, AGO
Asst A(;
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1.Total anwuni~ution- CA ,endjc$. by ty'e:

a. Rf23.,1914

b. iluwtnction 523

c. 1.bite Phosphorous 12914

.. Sxoke

so Beehive 19

f. propaganda' 3

2.Am.umnition ex~~iened 5-y t..,e nisci~on b;m bipttary:'

lkttexv A .j3itter, 0c

a.Coiivvci21423 586 1146!.

* o* Acc9dired 14.614 1V47 1832

ico LUQunterb attery 1.44. 41, 128

*d. P~reparation \3144 391. 1169

all Interiction *5993 2090 1075
X. Special Puraosa~ 11 121.3 2

';.Othiers 135 1279

3,M Wsi.~ber of enefV~ kiLj.ed .and wounded byj battery:

Qonfir,1 e -'rob- le

.a. dlatt.,ayA 6

A.'pttery' 13 3 2

c.0 .3a~tteryr 0 14.1 0

111c], 2

-- --- - .-. .
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