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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS. TITLE 18. 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794.  THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE:    When government or other drawings, specifications or other 
data are used for any purpose other  than in connection with a defi- 
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.  S.  Government 
thereby incurs  no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever;  and 
the  fact  that the Government may have formulated,   furnished,  or in any 
way supplied the said drawings,  specifications, or other data is not 
to be regarded  by implication  or otherwise as  in any manner licensing 
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights 
or permission to manufacture,  use or sell any patented invention that 
may  in any way be related thereto. 
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1. (U)    This rerort covers the priod 1 -October throtirh- ^-necepfeiw 
1965, and is submitted in accordance vdth AR 5'>5-?U$ ?9 October 1959. 
Activities of subordinate units are incTud^dJn this report. 

I->Lj___ —"^ ■  
N^^ To augment, vitbin the Rules of Engageirent, the aviation 
£-_     capability of the First united States Infantry Division and the Republic 
CJ     of Vietnam Forces operating in the III Corps area. 

3.  (C)    rPGAWJZATJONAL STRUCTURE: 

a.   The 145th Aviation Battalion is orpanized with a Headquarters 
and Headquarters Detachment, six Aviation Companies (four Airmobile Tlpht 
Companies, one Amed Helicopter Company, one Airplane Surveillance Company 
li^ht)* one Airlift Matoon, and aupportinie Transportaticn Maintenance, 
Tedical, and Signal Avionics Oetachments. J 

\ 

b.   Three of the five aviation ccnmanies (airmchile li<»ht), 
(68th, 118th, A/501ct) and the 6th Airlift Matoon, provide «WF III Corps 

with normal command and liaison missions (commonly called sir^Le ship 
missions} and furnish the Battalion air lift capability for combat assaults. 
The 6th Airlift Platoon is attached to Company A, 5f>lst Aviation Battalion.' 
Ilie l2Cth Aviation Company (AW), althougji assigped to the USth Ä^riation 
Battalion, provides aircraft to Headquarters, United States Military 
Assistance Comria-d, Vietnam, for administrative, command, and liaison 
missions.    In addition when required, they also rrovjde troop carriers and 
armed aircraft for Battalion airmobile operations.    The 197th Aviation    " 
Company (Armed Hcptr) is authorized ?5 armed aircraft, no troop carriers, 

^      and provides the Battalion with the majority of its armed helicopter support. 
In addition,  one armed platoon of the 197th Aviation Crmpany is on TiY to 

POR or «iÄe ** ^^ Corps area to augment the armed helicopter support of the VW\ 
QLXLfK i^& Marine Helicopter Squadron located at Qid Nhon.    The 7/».th Aviation 
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Company (Airplane Surveillance Id^ht) Jlirnj.sbes aircraft for aerial 
surveiUance, radio relay, and weather advisories to the Battalion for 
airmobile operations, and to the ARVN Divisions for reconnaissance and. 
artillery adjustment durin? ground tactical operations.    In addition 
the 173rd (US) Airborne Brigade and the 1st (11*5)  Infantrv Pdvision have 
requested, and received support durinr pround tactical operations from 
this conrany. 

4.  (C)    Type and number of aircraft assitmed to the Battaliont 

TYPE HOMBg 

UH-1B 27 
UK-IB   (A) 59 
UH-U> 49 
0-1F 22 
U-6A 1 

5, (C)    CVeration Statistics for the garter. 

a. ^5vuTlber of aircraft hours flown by Company and total for 
Battalion. 

OCTOBER KOVEKBtR DECEMBER     TOT AT. 

60th Aviation Corarar^r (ATT)      Not Assigned Not Operational 1360 1360 
74th Aviation Company (ASL)         2309                  1902 T81 6292 
118th Aviation Company (All)        2C22                  ?063 1557 5642 
120th Aviation Company (Am.)        1384                   1379 1115 38'78 
197th Aviation Company (Armed)      790                  1323 804 2917 
A/501st Aviation Battalion (VT.)  2C85                  1962 1945 5992 

Total 8590 e629 8862       26,081 

b. Total number of sorties flown by the 145th AvSation pattalion 
during the quarter: 

45,369 

c. Number of Battalion size operations conducted by the 145th 
Aviation Battalion dwrin? tte quarter: 

QCTORER WfyOCm DOOf ER TOTAL 

19 .10 13 42 

d. Nvmiber of troops and rassen^ers lifted durinr the quarter: 

rCTOBER NOVEVBCR DECWBüR TOT AT. 

Troops 8015 7244 5197 ?0,4^ 

Passengers      20.555 13 i 471 14; 785 48-.811 
Total 28,570 20,715 19,982 6°,267 

6. (U)    Number of days engaged in training and Combat Operations durin? 
the quarter:    92. 
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7. (U)   arainlnp Subjects ^tressed: 

Although this Battalion is coiraritted in conbat, th3 followin? 
training was accomplished during the quartar^ 

a, Armed helicopter transition, escort, and suprressive 
fire tactics and techniquos. 

b, Night flying training to include platoon and comrany 
size formation flying, take off, and landings. 

c, Aviator Standardization Training, 

d, Instrument Training. 

e, Decca Navigation. 

f, External Loads Training. 

g, Fandliarization Firiner vith Crew served and. Individual 
Weapons. 

h.    CBR Refrester. 

i.    Code of Conduct. 

8. (U)    Brief Sunmary of Major Tactical Operation. 

a. The 173rd (US) Airborne Brigade and the ARVN 10th Infantry 
Division were assigned a tactical area of responsibility in tho Pice Bowl, 
vicinity of Vo Dat and Tanh T,inh, Binh Tuy Province, Republic of Vietnam. 
Their mission and objective was to re3stablish Government influence in an 
area which had been under Viet Cong control, and to protect the local 
population whlla the 1965 rice crop was beinr harvested, stored and marketed. 

b. The lA5th Aviation Battalion provided air movonent, armed 
escort, radio relay, aerial surveillance,  and continuous armed overhead 

covjr in support of the 173rd (US) Alrbcrne Brigade and Ist Battalion, 
Royal Australian Rogiment (2,C5ß troops) and the ICth KRW Infantry Division 
(1,750 troops) airmobile assault's into the  operational area on ?1 and 35 
November 1965.   Tho forward positioning technique of placinr one half of the 
assault forces in a forward stapin^ area prior to tho rain airmobile assault 
was used during this operation in order to reduce turn around time while 
reinforcing the initial assault forces admitted into the combat area.    Lifht 
small arms end automatic weapons firo was rsceivod during   each 
airmobile assault;  however, only one aircraft received hits and. no casualties 
ware reported.   Supporting thir- operation, 52 troop carriers and ?8 armed 
aircraft flew a total of 1,167.9 hours end 2,602 combat sorties, 

9. (U)    Detailed Description of Significant Operations or Events. 

a.    19 October 1965:   The 145th Aviation Battalion conducted 
an air landed assault with the 5th US Special Forces f^-roup (Abn) and the 
Vietnamese Special Forces Detachment,  C-3, beffinninf 1908*;5 October 1965. 
Approximately 378 troops were air lifted with two flight elements into the 



landing zone, located at coordinates XT 589277, in two assaults.    The 
first flifht sloment departed the Bion Hoa stafinF aroa at 0825 hours 
vdth the second flipht elenvsnt departinf immediately thereafter,    A 
one minute interval between flipht olensnts was maintained.    The flight 
elements landed in the landing zone at 0905 hours, rccoivinp lirtit sv&il 
arms and automatic weapons fire.    Numerous prepared anti-aircraft positions 
and trenches were used by the Viet Coni? to place hostile fire on aircraft 
approaching and departinp the landing zone.    Approach and departure routes 
were adjusted on subsequent lifta to avoid hostile fire.   The second lift 
departed the Bion Hoa staging area ?t 0952 hours and landed in the L7. at 
1020 hours.   Mo hostile fire was received by cither flight element during 
this lift and all aircraft returned to the staging area at 101,0 hours for 
refueling.   The f-*oop carriers and arned aircraft remained on a IT minute 
runway alert at Bien Hoa for extraction of the force on order.    At 1610 
hours the Battalion was alerted to begin the extraction.    One hundred and 
ninety-two troops were extracted from a landing zone located at coordinates 
XT 587216, to an intermediate position at Trung lap.    The reraininp troops 
vrere extracted on the second and final lift and taken directly to B?en Hoa, 
Flight olenunts then returned to Trung Lap and completed the last stage of 
extraction to Bien Hoa.   The extraction of troops during this operation was 
unique in that a secured intermediate position at Trunp lap was used for 
initial extraction of one half of the force while the latter one half were 
flown all the way to their final destination.    Extraction in this manner 
enabled all troops and aircraft to be clear of the operational area wdthin 
fifteen minutes after the extraction bepan.    This reduces the overall time 
to a minimum that friendly troops arc left in hostile territory.    This 
operation was condOcted in the Bo Loi Forest, 

b,    5 November 1965:    The l/^th A-"i?.tion Battalion rrovided 
troop carriers and armed escort sup^rt to tbe 173rd (tf^ Airborne Rri^ade 
and 1st Battalion Royal Australian ne^jrent airmobile assault into two 
landing zones, 18 Km northeast of Bien Hoa, RVN.    The airmobile operation 
was complete at 1205 hours without incident.    On 9 November 1065 at 1^30 
hours the 145th Aviation Battalion bepan extraction of the 173rd (W) Airborne 
Brigade ?nd the 1st Battalion Royal Australian P.cfiment from their tactical 
area of responsibility located in the southwest corner of War Zone "D" 18 Vra 
northeast of Bion Hoa, RVN,    Due to the dispersion of individual units several 
extraction sites were required,    Demonstrating the flcxability of the 
helicopter, a Jungle road selected by the pround commander was used as an 
extraction site  (coordinates YT 110337).    Several trees vrcre blown or cut dowc 
to make the area largo enough to accept at least three aircraft at a time 
During this extraction one helicopter's blade struck a tree raring take off 
and was so badly damaged that the aircraft settled back into the pick up site. 
Realizing the time that would bo lost during the replacement of the damaped 
blade, the Command and Control Group in the Command and Control helicopter 
diverted the lift forces to begin the extraction of the 1st Battalion Royal 
Australian Reginunt from another preselected landin? zone at coordinates 
l'i' I3626I.    Loadinc the aircraft to the maximum, the Australians were extracted 
faster than the ground forces anticipated and a slirht delay in additional 
arriving troops was cxparionced.    The Command and Control Helicopter received 
a report of light to moderate enemy fire being placed upon the troops at the 
jungle road landing zone, and of ths near completion of the rotor blade 
replacement on the downed aircraft,    ^ince this was the most critical extractic 
area, the helicopters vrere diverted to the 173rd (W)  AJrbome Bripade  junple 



road position to conplote tho extraction of tho Amoricans ^vior to dar**-. 
This extraction was complotcd at sunset.    After the 173T«d (US) Airborne 
Brigade troops had been extractv'd from their difficult position, tho lift 
helicopters aeain returned to the Australian landinp zone to complete this 
extraction.   The last lift was completed at 1930 hours under the cover of 
darkness.    During the entire operation the CoDRiand and Control helicopter 
was tho focal point of the operation; selectir? DanHinp zones, coordinating 
and directing tactical air strikes against enemy- positions and iraintaininfr 
continuity and  continuous responsive use of the lift helicopters.    This was 
the fifth operation the H5th Aviation Battalion has completed durinr tho 
hours of darkness in the past two months. 

c,    9 necembcr 1965J    The l/+5th Aviation Battalion rrovided 
air movement for the 25th ARVN Infantry Division airmobile assault into two 
landing zones,  16 Km southwest of Due Hoa, RVN,    Armed helicopters cf tho 
197th Aviation Company (Armed) received heavy automatic weapons f5ro on the 
initial reconnaissance of the landing zeno with throe aircraft receivinr hits. 
Tho initial landing was dolaycd in order tc direct additirnal air strikes 
in the vicinity of the landing zone.    Initial tactic?! air targets were planner 
too far away from tho immediate  periphery of the landing zone and.it was 
decided to extend this tactical air strike to insure neutralization of ary 
enemy force in the vicinity of the landinr zone prior to cemmittment of the 
airmobile force.    The initial lift landed in the landing zone at 09?0 hours, 
light to moderate small arms and automatic weapons fire was received and 
throe troop carriers received hits.    No persrnnol T-roro injured.    The SOCOLTC' 
landing zone was adjusted /(DO meters east of the original landinr zone to 
avoid eneiqy positions and ground fire.    No fire vas rocoived during the second 
lift.    Flisht elercnts returned to Bon luc for standby to airlift a reaction 
force into tha operational area, on order.    A preplanned extraction vras not 
conducted and grcund elements "ore removed from the operational area by the 
22nd River Assault Group.    The mission assimed to the BattaTion to standbv 
and airlift a reaction force on order is considered poor utilization of 
available aircraft resources.    Committment of a reaction force is in effect 
ccramittmsnt of a reserve.   Committnunt of a reserve force is continually 
crnsidcrcd as a tactical situation developcs, and should normally be known 
as far in advance as possible in order for reserve elements to be alerted, 
effect final coordination, move to contemplated'departure points, and effect 
a counter attack against the enemy force.    TMs, depending upon the size 
and level of unit control, would normally take a minimum of two hours.    As 
cf this time, after completing sono 40-50 operations of this type; this 
battalion has never been required to lift a reaction force on a preplanned 
opjration.    This battalion is fully capable of reacting to any emergency or 
recall in less than two hours.    Had this battalion snd all of the assigned 
aircraft been released, subject tc emergency recall, upon completion of the 
assigned opjration many more hours of combat support culd have been performed 
durin" the day, 

d.    16 Docerfcer 1965:    In response to  a tactical .emergency the 
145th Aviation Battalion effected a rapid reaction recall of battalion 
resources and assembled ?4 troop carriers, 15 armed boliccptcrs and support in«- 
aircraft at the Baria airstrip.    The 52nd ARVN üBrp or Battalion  (970 troops^ 
made an airmobile assault from Baria into landing 7,ono ALPHA (coordinates 
YS 610703).    Two lifts were required to complete the  assault.    Armed holi*~ 
copters from the 197th Aadation Company prestrück the landing zone with rocket 
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nachins earns, anrt W) W rronados.    Trorp carriers used supprossivn fjre 
en fiml approach a»? dvirinp departure frcm the Üandinp zone.   Tho first 
lift touched devn in tho landinp zeno at 1510 hrurs arr^ tho last li ft was 
ccmplotod at 1530 hours.   T'aiorato small ame and atttrmatic weapons fire 
was received by both flight clorents during both lifts en departure from 
tho landing zone.    At the complotim cf th: c^ratim all aircraft were 
roleasod and returned tc assiünied Til Ccrps rcissiens.   The onerpencv reca1! 
was received by the Battalirn Oporatirns Center ?.t 1?30 hrvirs and all roquirod 
trocp carriers, thoir armed cacrrts, and suppesrtinf helicopters were assembTed 
at tho Bar 1ft airstrip by IU00 hours, 

o.    31 December 1965:   Tho 3.A5th A-dation Battalion previdod 
trcop carriers, anred holicrpters and crntrrl aircraft for the ARVN Aiit>orno 
Brigade's airmcbile assault intc three landing zrncs vicinity rf Thic Hoa. 
Trocp carriers and armed aircraft asseihblod at th3 Bien Höa starinp area 
(Snakepit) for final briefing and organization frr co-bat.    ^nroutc to tho 
troop staging area at ^uc Hoa tho lift flight oloraents wore alorted by tho 

Ccmmand and Centre 1 holicopter to adjust enrouto flight speed to emponsate 
for the late arrival of tactical air.    The first lift landed in landin? zone 
D'LTA, cocrdinatos XT 329078, at CÖ00 hours and no hostile firo wasrocoiwd. 
Tho second lift Landed in landing zeno ATH-'A, coordinates ^T ?7a072, at 092^0 
hcvurs; and heavy automatic weapons firo was rocoivod by all flicht elomonts 
250 meters north of the landing zono.    One aviator from tho 1st Aviation 
Battalion received a fatal wcund during the approach into the landing zone. 
The aviator was net wearing a chest protector, which probablv wcuW have saved 
his life.    Investigation revealed that chest protectors have not been mado 
available to the 1st Aviation Battalion.    Tb3-flight r^uto to tte third 
landing zone,  12. BRAVO, coordinates XT 27^102, was rerouted by the Conrand 
r-md Centrol helicopter to ovoid areas of hostile fire.    Ho hnpti^o fire w?^ 
received during this lift.    Ths fourth and last lift was to 12'CmiJI, 
cocrdinatos XT 312021; hwevor, during the rofuclinp operation, a roaction 
force of 800 Viot Cong was rbsorved nanouverinp to anpago tho troors that 
woro air landod in 1Z ALPHA,   The pr^und fercc commander imediately 
directed tte fourth lift bo diverted from landinp zone CHARTJ'5' to 12 ATrFA. 
AU flight elements again reccivod frovind fire firm tho vicinity of ATT,"A. 
Tactical air war diroctcd t«- strike tho area and the hostil«. fire was 
neutralized.    The last lift was crraplotcd at 1975 hours and all battalion 
aircraft woro rolorsod tr perform assi.rned III Crrps missions, 

f,    The crntinucd success of Uphtnin^ Bust missirns was of 
particular significance.    This offensive tactic was dovolrped by tho 197th 
Aviation Company (Armed) durin«- the previous quarter to deny the use of 
rivers, canals, and roads to tho Viet Crng during the hours of darkmss. 
"lightning Bug" missions consist of thre«" to four armed helicopters, one rf 
which has a cluster of high candlepower lights installed in the doorway with 
facilities built into the system tr offer manual contrr-1 of the li/hts.    In 
addition, a 50 calibor rachinc gun is mounted in the door t^ provide hi^h 
caliber supprossivc firo in the target area.    A fixed winp aircraft equipped 
with infrared radar makes the initial detection of targets and relays tho 
target location via radio to the 197th AriKtirn Company operations.    Upon 
arrival on station, tho aircraft with the lights, illuminates the area and 
the anaod helicopters destrry tho target, "Lightning Bug" missions arc 
utilized an average of six times a wo ok. 
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10.   (C)   Ccncopt r.f Cpcfaticns: 

a. During tho first portion rf the ropcrtin? perird tho 
145th Aviaticn Battr'lirn ccntinuod its support rf tha Republic rf Viotnam 
Array III Crrps.    Cn 24 Nrvenber 1965» the Battalirn was placed under ths 
operatirnal crntrcl rf the 1st (US) Infantry Divisirn and further assigned 
tho mission cf direct support of III ARVN Crrps   and the 173rd (US) AiAorne 
Brigade.    Occasionally aviation supprrt is rendered to II and IV Vlotnameso 
Amy Crrps areas when directed. 

b. Plight mission assipnrcnts nnd requirements frr III Corps 
are consolidated by the ^-3 Aviation Advisor and submitted to 1st Infantry 
Division Array Aviation Crntrol Center frr approval.    CVice confirmation is 
made by the III Crrps Amy Aviation TLemcnt IfJX) that no requirements exist 
for Battalion aircraft other than III Corps missions, AAS assims the 
requirements tr the battalion thrrugh the Battalirn Operation Center (BOC), 
BOG vdll then, crmnoreurate vith the number and tvpe of aircraft each crmpany 
has previously reported available frr raisslrns, determine the assimircnt cf 
each mission and disseminates the informatirn to each company,    Tho battalion 
supports the 173rd (US) Airbrre Briffads on Battalirn size airmobile •. 
operations; otherwise the brigades rrganic aviation compary prrvides crmbat 
aviation support. 

c.    Through the utilization'of a Battalion Operation C-sntor 
and by maintaining control over scheduling, the ability to provide Til Crrpe 
with any size helicopter lift force can be accomplished rapidly.    In tho 
event a tactical emergency occurs and the crnmittment of troops by a combat 
assault is required, helicopters can be staged at any of the ma.ior rtarin«» 
areas in III Corps within two hours.   This is accrmpli.shed by directing 
helicrpters frnn Irw priority missions to report directly to thD troop 
asserbly area or to the helicopter staging area.   The flexibility and rapid 
reaction capability of tho airmrbilc force is further enhanced by the Babtoiior» 
having prestocked fuel and ammnition at strategic locations throughout tho 
III Crrps area.    In addition, c ntingoncy plans have boon established with 
presalectod landing zones throughout tho Crrps area to facilitate airmobile 
operations, 

d.    For the Aviation Battalion's plrnninp, rcforonce is made 
to size of operations by the number rf troop carriers t^at are used. 
Airmobile opcratirns of Battalion size are sixteen or more troop carriers. 
Fifteen trocp carriers or loss aro crrrdinated and executed at company level- 
This Aviation Battalirn also utilizes cno armed escort heli.crrtor for every 
two trorp carrier aircraft.    In addition enc Crmrnand raid Control'helicopter 
frr crmrand purposes, one frrward area maintenance recovery team, one rec-vn; 
aircraft on standtr at the staoing area, one cr two medical evacuation air- 
craft, five to eight armed reconnaissance helicopters for landing zone 
prcstriko and rarldnp, and one to tvo O-lF's for radio relay, weather adviscr- 
md surveillance are required to crnpletc the Battalion Task Oi^anizatirn 
for airmobile operations, 

11,  (C)   Nowly Assigned and Reassinied Ibits: 

a.    The 6th Airlift Platoon was assigned to the 145th Aviation 
Battalion rn 5 October 1965 and attached to tho 120th Aviation Company 
Ircatod at Tan Sen Nhut.    Ch 1 Docenfcer 1965 the 6th Airlift Platoon was 

mmiw m 
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dctachod trcn tho 12Cth Avlatim Crmpany and attachad tr A Cnarany, rPl8t 
Aviaticn Battalion Ice at cd at Bien He a. 

b. A Ccmpary, 82nd Aviatim Battalirn statirnad at ^un^ Tau, 
RVN was reassignjd frrm this Battalirn and assigned tr tha 173rd (U^) 
iUrbcmo Bripado offectivo 24 Octrbor 1965. 

c, Ch 13 Nrvcnbor 1965 tho advrnco party rf the 68th Aviatirn 
Crmpany arrived in-cruntry and was assienod tc the 145th Aviatirn Battalirn, 
The 68th Aviation CcmparQr was statirnod at Vung Tau and rrpanic oquipmant 
and perscnnel arrived at that location on 16 and 29 Nrvombcr 1965 roapectivoly 
The 68th Aviatirn Company became operational 11 T)ccorbor 1965. 

12.    Ibrsonnol: 

a«    During the previous quarter, the fallowing personnel shortages 
were classified as critical: 

!CS AUTH ACTUAL 

6 
6 « 
5 
1 

18 
I 
2 
4 
X 3 
7 
3 
4 

10 
1 
5 

10 
1 
4 
6 
2 
6 
1 
4 
6 
1 

a.   During tho previrua quarter, continued emphasis was 
placed on security apainst possible attempts of ^iet Conr   suicide squads 
to infiltrate air bases and damare or destroy aircraft. 

b,    Acutal hit reports of aircraft in the 145th Aviation 
Battalion docroasod during tho quarter, but the reports of automaticj^eajgons 
^6_a&?4^A aircraft increased.    Two reports have been received>f nround 
to air fire by rcclcota o^^oor j^cjlg^tiles tr^ilinp white smoke. 

05C HTT Oporator 12 6 
11B T,t Vpns Tnf 187 181 
13D Armor Intel Spac 33 28 
31B Inf Radio lech 12 U 
31Q Avionics Rep 78 60 
36A fireman 16 10 
45 J Acft Arm Rjiti 26 18 
5311 Fire Fighter 13 9 
52P Prwer Pint Op & »fcch 12 7 
560 Pctro Strg Spec 30 21 
63B Wn Veh 1 ech 35 28 
67A Acft Kaint Crwrai 67 64 
67D Single 'Ing ^ch 16 12 
67N Crew Chief 407 397 
67W Tech Insp 17 16 
68A Acft Comp Rep App 13 8 
68B Acft ^ng Rep 29 19 
680 Acft Fwrtrain Tech 11 10 
68F Acft Tloc 13 9 
680 Airframo Rorn 37 31 
71A Clerk 13 11 
71B Clerk Typist 35 29 
71P Fit Cpns Coord 12 11 
76G Sig Sup & Parts Srcc Ü 4 
76H Trans Sup & Pirts Sp 28 21 
76K Con Sup Spec 13 12 

13.  (C)    Intolligonce: 



c. The change to tho dry soasrn 5JI oarüy Nrvoirbor has 
inprovod flylnp crnditirns.    Only tvrr battalirn airmrbilo rTicratirns were 
dslayod up tc one hew duo to pr^und for KBA none had tr bo cancollod duo 
tc weather. 

d, Tho lJl4.5th Aviation Battalien dros net havo tm rrpanic 
camora or phetegraphic dcvelrpinp capability, and ph^bepraph requests thru, 
DASC, III Crrps are always too lato for use in rparatiens.    CoerdinatJ.on ' 
is ccntinuing'with iho VSrd Aviätlcnn7rmp2ny and Isi ut» rnTafttry ^ivisirn, 
G2 Air tc obtain tiracly phf-treraphs f^r airraobilo rperatiens, 

1A.  (C)    Logistics: 

Refueling Operations:   Tirac phasing rf a multiple lift 
Battalion size cporatirn is snrewhat dependent upon the tine required 
for refueling of tho hslicopters.   TT>onover tho refueling operations woro 
conducted at a location with linitod refueling equipcunt, considorable dslagr 
cf stJbsequant lifts was experienced.    To allevirto this problom, the Battalion 
instituted a mcthrd of rapid rofuolin^ rf haiicrpters by utilizing portable 
500 gallon bladders and 50 CW light weirht iwmpe«    Sufficient bladders and 
punps are propositioned at a prodesignatod refueling site and 5 stations with 
20 refueling points are set up,   Heliccptcrs c^n be röfuelod by flight 
olecTonts,    Helicopters dc not shut down for rofuelinp, but reduce eneine spend 
to flight idle position.   Battery switch, radios, and inverters arc turned 
off during refueling.    The Battalien has successfully utilized this ret hod 
of refueling en 3 different occasions with as much as 1^0,000 pallons of fuel 
dispensed during a single operation.    The principle advantage of tho rapid 
refueling method is that it can be conducted at any site suitable for landing 
a formation of helicopters.    The rajor disadvantage is propositioninr rf 
portable 500 gallon bladders in tiro to effect this method of rofuolinp. 
Approximately 4 CH-47 hblicopters are required to prep^sitirn bladders for 
a Battalion r^ratirn Vf^' troop carriers, 30 armod, and 5 supportinr aircraft* 

15,   (C)   Communicaticns: 

a. During the quarter the Connunication Section of the 
Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment suprortud the 145th Aviation 
Battalien with UHF and FT radio support and limited wire communications. 
A VRC-24 UHF rar'io was utilized at tte battalion re^r and frrward command 
pests for UHF air to ground ccmunicaticns.    The VP.G-24 is net a suitable 
radio for foiward command posts bocavse of its power requirencnts,    "efforts 
to obtain the battery powered back pack FRC-41 have been unsuccessful due 
tc non-availability of tho item. 

b. FT comnunioation equipment has been adequate, but the 
freauoncv interference on all assigned battalion FM frequencies has been a 
tremencrus problem.    Letters to U.S. Amy Vietnrm Signal Officer have not 
resulted in any relief from interference by 1st Infantry Division units which 
are eperating en 145th Avia-tirn Battalion assigned FWfrequencies,    "^ach 
Aviaticn Battalion and Crmpany must have en assigned, interference free FM 
frequency. 

c. Tho shortage cf highly portable UHF radios and the 
intcrforonce from American units on assigned Battalion P*' frequencies arc tho 
only two major communications problems encountered by the 145th Aviation 
Battalion during this quarter. 

V 
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16,  (U)    Aviation Safety: 

a. Tho liV5th A^datlrn Battalim flew 26,061 hours durinf 
this quarter and experiencod twr  (2) Irssos due tr enemy action, throe  (3) 
precautionary Imdings, four (k) forced land.inrs, seven (?) incidents, and 
ten (ID) major accidents. 

b. To drto the lA5th Aviation Battalion accident rate ia  20,1 
as neasurod apainst a US'.RV rate cf 29,1 per 100,000 flyinp hours. 

c. The battalion hcTS no inpodiate problem areas in the field 
of aviation safety.    A thrrough, crnjrehonsivc pilot educntirn and standard- 
ization training program, is being conducted and has been successful in 
reducing tho accident rate. 

SECTION II:    CCJV/JDJRS CC!TTiT3 AH) R^m^TDATICTJS: 

1,  (C)    Table of Organization and "Iquipnent: 

a,-  In T ay 1965, Hoadquartors, United States Army Support 
Coimand Vietnam, forwarded to Department of the Amy a Troop Unit Chanpe 
Request  (TUCR) requesting that the four (4) Aviation Battalions within 
IEASCV be rerrganized to reflect a standard orranization.    AU spaces 
requested it this crrroppondoncc had been fully Justified in prior requests 
with the exception of the pathfinder detachrent, 

b. In the past, by evolution and escalation of US Aviation 
units into the Republic cf Vietnam tho Battalion Headquarters has been' 
tailored to meet the requirements of location and mission.    At present, 
current battalion strengths vary from 80 to 111 spaces, with generally 
the same number cf typos of units assigned to-these airmobile battalions. 
They should be organized into identical units, and in addition, should bo 
further studied by Dopartront of the Army with the view of adoptin«' a 
permanent structure to meet the requirements of tho countorinsurpency 
environment. 

c. Tho present structure of this Bitt^lion is based'on TOStf 
1-761 1963, W/C-1 as augrcnted by Oencral Order 312, Headquarters, U^AHPAC, 
dated 25 October 1965.    This general order is the reply to tho TUCR that was 
submitted by ÜSASCV irsquostin* that the four  (4> battalions, then assi^md 
to that headquarters, be reorganized,    Tho results cf this TUCR are cxtromol^ 
difficult to understand.    Although the request was submltt^ in one 
ccnsclidated"p5ece cfcor re upend encc, tho reply and augmentation has returned 
to Vietnam in shot gvn fashion.    Ch 20 August 1965i the 13th Aviation Battalir 
was reorganized by Central Order 264, Headquarters, U^R^.C authorizing tho 
13th Aviation Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters OotachnEnt a strength 
of 22 Officers,  2 Warrant Officers and 87 enlisted men for an ap^repato 
strength of 111 spaces.   The 145th Aviation Battalion, however, on the same 
requjst to Dcpartnsnt cf the  Army, and althouph a battalion with similar tmitr 
and mission was reorganized 65 days later and only authrrized 15 Off icors, 
2 ^arrant Officers, and 64 enlisted men, 

d. This Battalion is critically short the necessary personnel 
end equipnent tr act as pathfinders on airmobile assaults and extractions. 
The augmentation of a pathfinder detachrtmt is considered essential to enhance 
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this units ccmbat supfcrt rrlo,    Appejrontly, there has boon crrarv'ote 
disregard fcr this battalion's request for such an rrcanizatirn. 

• e.   Reccrarnond the 145th ftfifttlfll Batt,»lirn Vß TWR, dated 
26 Kay 1965* recrtnendinp nssipnrent rf a pathfinder detachraent, be aprrcved. 

2«   (C)    Ariry Aviation Idasion Officars: 

a.   This B?,ttalirn is rosprnslblc frr providini? four i^my 
Aviation liaisrn Officers in the III Crrps area,    ITTC prlnary duty of 
liaison officers, in addition to representing the battalion, is to functirn 
as the Crrps and Division Army   ivi^tion "lonent.    This Battalion dres net 
have the capability tc provide rated ;3rscnnel frr this additirnal task 
without taking porsrnnel frcn an assigned cenpany.    This In turn withholds 
these vital and necessary persrnnol frrm conpany opcratirns.    The respective 
Aviation ^lenents arc cxtrencly important since a ina^or phase of all «round 
rpcrat ions is the Amy Aviation support, 

• b.   Rocrnncnd the l^^th aviation Battalion TO^ TUCP, dated 
26 I'aj 1965, rocrTOcrrilng aurruntation cf /jmy aviation Tiajgon Officers 
bo approved, 

3.   (C)   Rcquircnont for Battalion Headquarters Aircraft: 

a. Under the present TC! structure aircraft are net 
authorized for Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment.    Tha 145th Aviation 
Battalion experience ^ith combat airmobile operations indicates a vital 
need frr a miniman cf three helicopters to bo assiTiod to this dotachnnnt. 
A request has been frrwarded to hirhor Headquarters for the additim rf 
these aircraft, 

b. During the quarter, the 145th Aviatirn Battalim avora?ed 
one battalion size operation every other day.    Prior tr each of these 
operations, the Battalion Command and Control helicopter'has been utilized 
extensively for command,  liaison, reconnaissance flights, and later frr 
control of operations. In essence, each day the helicopter is used for 
controlling a combat airrarbilo rpcration, or f^r planning subsequent 
operations, 

c. Ch all Battalion size operations, command post facilities 
are established at the initial stagefield.    As the operation progresses, it 
is often necessary to change the location of the Crmmand Post to a secondary 
cr auxiliary stage field.    Due to the insurgency situation that exists and 
the rapid deployment of helicopters, this relocation must be drno by 
helicopter.    In additim, the pathfinder detachrent must'precede the arrival 
of the lift force in order to prepare trrops for loading, ?nd to determine 
parking and landing areas, 

d/'   Mother major function, always requirinr a staff sup^rt 
helicopter is logistics support; the sv.staininr factor in all battalion 
operations.    Because of the limited, permanent refueling capability in III 
Corps, fual pumps end the operative personnel must be flown from starefiold 
to stagefield.    During extended field operations, the logistics function 
beeres even more demanding of transportation needs. 



mmm 
o,    Roccimond throe UH-1 holierptors bo a3si,?nod to 

Hoadquartcrs and Hoadquartors Dotachnont frr staff auppnrt.    In addition, it 
is roquostod that Hoadquartors, DopartBont rf the Amy irroodiatoly roviow 
and fully investieato tba rocrnnondod trTp unit chanpo requests that havo 
been subnittod by Lho crnbat experionced Avinticn Battalions in the field, 
tr insure cur organization is tailorod to fit ths countorinsur^oncv environ- 
ment. 

4.    (C)    TDY Aircraft: 

a.    One arnod platoon fron the 197th Aviation Ccrtpany is 
on TDY tc the II ARVN Corps area to support the ffT^363 Marino Holierpter 
Squadrrn located at Qui Nhcn.   This support becane offoctivc 28 ^eptenber 
1965, and has boon continuous throughout the Quarter.    The loss of the amod 
platrcn has greatly reducod the Armed helicopter capability of the Battalion 
to adequately support III Crrps airrrbilo rpcratims and the many US tad 
ARVN ground combat ope riticns which havo occurred during this Quarter. 

b.    Rcc^ircnd that the armed ^latoon from the 197th Aviation 
Ccmpany presently on TDY at Qui Nhon be returned to this command at the 
oarlicot practicablo date. 

^ 

,/ 
CH/JIU-S !'. RCR1A, JR.    X 
Lt Colonel     Infantry 
Crmmanding 
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H 6« ONFIDENTIAL 

AVAW-äC (14 Jan 66) ist Ind 
SUSJBCTi    Comnand Report for .quarterly Period £hdln^ 31 December 1965 

RC3 CSGPO-28  (Rl) 

HüAIXiüAHTERS,  12TH AVIATION GROUP, APO San Francisco 9650? 

TO 1    Commanding General,  ATTN;    AVC, United States Army Vietnam, APO 
US Forces 9630? 

1*    (U)   Concur with the reconmendations of the Commanding Officer, 
145th Aviation Battalion. 

2*    (C)    Personnel shortages in critical MOS's have been placed on 
special requisition to UbARV.    Assignments are made as replacements arrive. 

5*    (U)   A proposed MTOü fcran Aviation Battalion Headquarters has 
been forwarded to each Battalion for comments«    The proposed MTOS would 
pro dde a strength of 25 Officers, 2 Warrant Officers and 93 unlisted 
personnel for an aggregate of 120.    Provisions have been made for a Path- 
finder Detachment  and Aviation Liaison Officers. 

4. (u) To provide the Battalion Headquarters with necessary command 
and control aircraft during the conduct of airmobile operations, three (3) 
UH-1 helicopters will be incorporated in the HFOE. 

5. (C)   The armed platoon presently in support of HMM 363 Marine 
Helicopter Squadron will be released on 23 January 1966. 

RAftion G JUNES 
ColonU, Arty 
Commanding 
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CONFIDENTIAL (.   ■ 

AVC (1U Jan 66) 2d Ind 
SUBJECT:    Command Report for Quarterly Period Biding 31 December 196£, 

Report Control Symbol CSGPO-28 (Rl)  (U) 

Headquarters, United States Army, Vietnam, APO US Forces 96307 ij02 f £B 1966 

TO:    Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN:    GPOP-MH, 
APO US Forces 96^58 

1*    (U)    Reference Section II, Commander's Comments and Recommendations* 

(C)    Reference paragraphs 1 and 2:    General Order 312, Headquarters 
, 25 October 1965» augmenting the m5th Aviation Battalion, completed 

2. 
USARPAC 
the action on the TUCR dated 26 May 1965« This did not provide the desired 
organization^ As indicated in paragraph 3> 1st Indorsement, the 12th Avia- 
tion Group is preparing a Modification Table of Organization and Equipment 
(MTÜE) to provide common structure for each aviation battalion« The MTOE 
includes pathfinder detachments and aviation liaison officers for the bat- 
talion, 

3. (U) Reference paragraph 3: See paragraph U, 1st Indorsement, 
Also, one UH-1B and one U-6 aircraft from USARV assets have been on loan 
to the lli5th Aviation Battalion, pending submission of the MTOE described 
in paragraph 2, above. 

U« (U) Reference paragraph U: See paragraph 5» 1st Indorsement, 

FDR THE COMMANDER: 

Ant AJjatint Ger 

CONFIDENTIAL 
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS 

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
DOD DIR 5200.10 
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