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SACTICN I: SIMIFTICA'T CROANIZATICN R UNTT ACTTVITTES :

1. (U) This rerort covers the period 1-Cctober-throurir—33-Pecerbsr
1965, and is submitted in accordance vith AR 59%5-7L4, 29 October 1950
Activities of subord*nate units are included in t/ia rerort.

2. (€) MISSICH: J DACSFOR V(19).7-Rp— @ 0119

To augment , within the Rules of Engagement, the aviation
capability of the First United States Infantry Division and the Republic
of Vietnam Forces operatine in the III Corps area,

3, (C) CPGANTZATIONAL STRUCTURE:

a. The 1,5th Aviation Battalion is organized with a Headquarters
and Heudquarters Detachment, six Aviation Companies (four Airmobile Tdieht
Companies, one Armed Helicorter Company, one Airplane Surveillance Company
Light), one Airlift llatoon, and surporting Transportation Maintenance,
Vedical, and Sirnal Avionics Netachments.

__3 FILE CCi1Y

b. Three of the five aviation ccmranies (airmobile lipbt\
(68th, 118th, A/501ct) and the éth Airlift Flatoon, provide ARVN ITI Corps
with normal command and 1iaison missions (commonly called single ship
missions) and furnish the Battalion air 1ift carability for combat assaults.
The 6th Airlift Platoon is attached to Comrany A, 501st Aviation Battalion.'
The 120th Aviation Company (AMI), although assigned to the )L5th Aviation
\. Battalion, rrovides aircraft to Feadquarters, United States Military
Asgistance Commard, Vietnam, for administrative, command, and Jiaison
'\ missions. In additicn when required, they also rrovide troor carriers and
armed aircraft for Battalion airmobile orerations, The 197th Aviatien
Comrany (Armed Heptr) is authorized 25 armed aircraft, no troop carriers,
/  and provides the Battalion with the majority of its armed heliccpter supyport.
In addition, c¢ne armed platoon of the 197th Aviation Cempany is on ™Y to
FoR of the IT ARVN Corps area to ausment the armed helicorter support of the I
650} %j Marine Helicopter Squadron located at Qui Nhon. The 74th Aviation
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Company (Airplane Surveillance Light) furnishes aircraft for aerial
surveillance, radio relay, and weather advisories to the Pattalion for
airmobile operations, and to the ARVN Divisions for reconnaissance and
artillery ad justment during ground tactical operations. In addition
the 173rd (US) Airborne Brigade and the lst (US) Infantrvy Division have
requested, and received support during esround tactical operations from
this comrany.

L. (C) Tyre and number of aircraft assisned to the Battalion:

UH-1B r44

UH-1B (A) 59

UH-1D L9

O-1F 2

U-6A 1

5., (C) Oreration Statistics for the Muarter. ' {
a, Number of aircraft hours flown by Company and total for
Battalion.
OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEVBER TCOTAIL

68th Aviation Comrany (A1) Not Assiermed Not Cperational 1360 1360
74th Aviation Company (ASL) 2309 1902 281 6292
118th Aviation Comrany (A7) 222 2063 1557 5642
120th Aviation Company (AML) 138, 1379 1115 3878
197th Aviation Comrany (Armed) 790 1323 ol 2917
A/501st Aviation Battalion(AM.,) 2085 1962 1945 5992
Total 8590 8629 8862 26,081

b. Total number of sorties flown by the 145th Aviation Rattalion l
during the gquarter:

145,369

c. Number of 3attalion size creraticns conducted by the 145th
Aviation Battalion duvring tle quarter:

QCTORER N(VEMBEP DECEMRER TOTAL
19 .0 13 12

d. Number of troops and rassenrers lifted dvrine the quarter:

CCTCEBER NOVEVMBLR DECEMBER TCTAT,
Troops 8015 7244 5197 20,456
Passengers  20;555 13;471 145785 48,811
Total 28,570 20,715 19,982 69,267

6. (U) Number of days engaged in training and Combat Cperations durine
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. 7. (U) Training Subjects Stressed:

Although this Battalion is comritted in combat, the follewine
training was accomplished durine the quarter:

a, Armed helicorter transition, escort, and suppressive
fire tactics and techniques.

b, Night flying training to include platoon and company
size formation flying, take off, and landinps.

c. Aviator Standardization Training.
d., Instrurent Training.

e. Decca Navigation.

f. Txternal loads Training.

g. Familiarization Firine with Crew served and Individual

Weapons.
i hs CBR Refresher.
i. Code of Conduct,
8. (U) Brief Summary of Major Tactical Cperation.

a. The 173rd (US) Airborne Brirade and the ARVN 10th Infantry
Division were assigned a tactical area of responsibility in the Pice Bowl,
vicinity of Vo Dat and Tanh Iinh, Binh Tuy Province, Republic of Vietnam.
Their mission and objective was to rezstablish Covernment influence in an
area vhich had been under Viet Cong control, and to protecct the local
population while the 1965 rice crop was beine harvested, stored and markcted.

b. The 145th Aviation Battalion rrovided air movcerment, armed
escort, radio relay, acrial surveillance, and continuous armed overhead
covsr in support of the 173rd (US) Airhcrne Brirads and 1st Battalion,
Royal Australian Regiment (2,058 troops) and the 1Cth ARVM Tnfantry Division J
(1,750 troops) airmobile assault's into the operational area on 21 and 25 |
November 1965. The forward positioning tcchnique of placine one half of tle
assault ferces in a forward stagine arca prior to the rmain airmobile assault
was uscd during this operation in order to reduce turn around time while
reinforcing the initial assault forces admitted into the combat arca. Lirht
small arms ond automatic weapons fire was received durine cach .
airmobilc assault; however, only onec aireraft recceived hits and no casualties
were reported., Supporting this operation, 52 troop carrisrs and 28 armed
aircraft flew a total of 1,167.9 hours and 2,602 combat sorties,

9. (U) Dotailed Description of Sipnificant Cperations oy Tvents,

2. 19 October 1965: The 145th Aviation Battalion conducted
an air landed assault with the 5th US Special Forces Croup (Abn) and the
Vietnamese Special Forces Dotachment, C-3, beeinnine 190855 Cectober 1965.
Approximatcly 378 troops were air lifted with two flicht elemcnts into the
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" landing zone, located at coordinates XT 589277, in two assau’ts. The l ,

first flight clement departed the Bien Hoa staring arca at 0825 hours

with the second flight 2lement deoparting immadiately thereafter. A

onc minute intorval between flight clcrents vas maintained. The flisht

elements landcd in the landing zonc at 0905 hours, rccoivine lirht small

arms and automatic weapons fire, Numerous prepared anti-aircraft positions

and trenches were used by the Viet Cong to place hostile firc on aircraft

approaching and departine the lendine zone, Arproach and decpartire routes

were adjusted on subscquent 1lifts to avoid hostile fire. The second lift

departed the Bion Hoa staging arca ot 0952 hours and landed in the 17 at

1020 hours. Mo hostile fire was reccived by cither flieht 2lement durine

this 1lift, and all aircraft returnzd to tho staging areca at 1C40 hours for

refucling, The twoop carricrs and armed aircraft rcmained on a 10 minute

runway alert at Bien Hoa for oxtraction of the force on order. At 1610

hours the Battalion was alertcd to beein the extraction. Cne hundred armd

ninety-two troops were extracted from a landing zone located at coordinates

XT 587216, to an intermediate position at Trung Jap. Tho remaining troops

were extractcd on the second and final 1ift and taken @ircctly to Bien Foa.

Flight clements then rcturned to Trung Lap and completed the last stage of

extraction to Bicn Hoa. Thc extraction of troops duvrine this oreration was

wnique in that a sccured intormediate positicn at Trunp Iap was used for

initial extraction of onc half of the force whil: the latter onc half were

flown all the vay to thcir final dostination, Extraction in this mannor !
cnabled all troops and aircraft to be clcar of the operational areca within a
fiftcen minutes after the extraction bepan. This reduccs the overall time j
to 2 minimum that fricndly troops arc left in hestils territory. This

operation was condicted in the Bo loi Forest,

b. 5 Movember 1965: The 145th Aviation Battalion rrovided
troop carricrs and armed escort suprort to the 173rd (US) Airborne Rricade
and 1st Battalion Royal Australian Rersiment airmobilc assault into two
landing zones, 18 Km northcast of Rien Foa, RVM, The airmobile oreration
was complctc at 1205 hours without incident. On 9 November 1965 at 1330
hours the 145th Aviation Battalion began oxtraction of the 173rd (1S) Airberne
Brigade and the 1st Battalion Royal Australian Reriment from their tactical
arca of rcsponsibility located in the southwest cornor of War Zone "D" 18 'm
northeast of Bicn Hoa, RVN. Duc to the dispersion of individual units scveral
extraction sites werc roquired. Demonstrating the flcxability of the
helicopter, 2 jungle road sclected by the pround cormander was uscd as an
extraction site (coordinates YT 110337). Scveral trees were blown or cut down
to make thc areca large cnough to accept at least three aircraft at a time.
During this ocxtraction onc holicopter's blade struck a tree dvring take off
and was so badly camagad that the aircraft scttled back into the pick up site.
Realizing the time that would bs lost during the replacoment of the damaecd
blade, the Command and Centrol Croup in the Command and Centrol helicopter
diverted the lift forczs to begin the oxtraction of the 1lst Battalion Royal
Austrolian Regimont from another preselected landine zone at coordinates
Yy 136261. Lo~dine the aireraft to the maximm, the Australians were oxtracted
fastor than the ground forces anticipated and a slirckt delay in additional
arriving troops was cxpericnced. The Command and Control hclicopter reccived
a report of light to moderate cnemy fire being placed upon the troops =t the
Jungle rcad landing zone, and of thwe ncar completion of the roter blade
recplacement on the downed aircraft, Sinco this was the most eritical oxtractic
area, the helicopters were diverted to the 173rd (US) Airbornec Briradz junele




road position to complote the extraction of the Americans wrior to dari-,
This extraction was compl:ted a2t sunsct. After the 172v»d (US) Airberne
Brigade troops had been oxtractzd from their difficult pesition, the 1lift
helicoptors again returmncd to the Australian landing zone to complste tris
extraction, The last 1ift was ccmploted at 1930 hours undor the cover of
darkness, During the entire operaticn the Command and Control halicopter
was the focal point of the opcration; selectirg Janding zones, coordinatine
and dirccting tactical air strikes agdinst cnemy positions and maintainine
continuity and continuous resmensive use of the 1ift helicopters. This was
the fifth operation the 145th Avistion Battalion has ccmpleted durine the
hours cf darkness in the past two months,

ce 9 December 1965: The 145th Aviation Battalion rrovided
air mevement for the 25th ARVN Infantry Division airmebile assavlt into two
landing zoncs, 16 Km scuthwest of Duc Hoa, RVMN. Armed helicoptors cf the
197th Aviaticn Company (Armed) rcccived heavy automatic weapons fire on the
injtial rcccnnaissance of the landing zone vith three ajrcraft receivine hits,
The initial landing was dclayed in ordor te direct additicnal air strikes
in the vicinity of the landing zonc, Initial tactical air tarpets werc plannec
too far away from the immediate periphery of the landing zone and.it was
dccided to extend this tactical air strikc to insure ncutralizatien of any
enemy force in the vicinity of the landine zone yricr to committment of the”
airmobile force, The initial 1lift landed in the landine zene at 0920 hours,
Iight tc medoratc amall arms and automatic weapens fire was rcceived and
three trcop carricrs received hits, No perscnnel wore injured. The sccox
landing zone was adjusted 4CO metcrs cast cf the criginal landine zonc to
avoid cncmy positions and ground fire. No fire vas received during the second
1lift. Flight clements returned-te Ben Iue for standby te airlift a rcaction
forcc into th: cperational arca, cn crder. A preplanncd extracticn was not
conducted ond greund clements vrere remeved frem the operaticnal arca by the
22nd River Assault 6roup., The mission assirned to the Battalion te standbv
and airlift a rcacticn fereo en crder is considored peer utilizatien of
evailable aircraft resourccs. Cemmittment of a reactien force is in effect
committment ¢f a reserve, Committmont of a resorve foree is continually
ccnsidered as a tactical situaticn develepes, and should nermally be known
as far in advance as pessible in crder fer reserve clements to be alcrted,
effecct final ccordinaticn, meve te contemplated departure prints, and effect
a counter attack apgninst the cnemy force. This, dep:ndine upen the size
and level of unit contrel, weuld normally take 2 minimum of twe hcurs, As
cf this time, after ccmpl:ting some 4C-50 epcraticns of this tyre; this
battalicn has never been required te 1ift a rceoctien force cn a preplanncd
cp:raticn, This battalien is fully capable cf rcactine to any cmergency or
recall in lcss than twe hcurs. Had this batt~lien and a1l of the assiened
aircraft bsen rcleasad, subjeet to cmareency recall, upen completicn of the
assigncd cparation many merc hecurs of cembat suppert cculd have been performed
durine the day,

d. 16 Docerber 1965: In respense tr a tactical omeregency the
145th Aviaticn Battalien cffacted a rapid rcactien recall of battalien
rcscurces and asscrbled 24 troep carricrs, 15 armed heliecpters and supportine
aircraft at thc Baria airstrip. The 52nd ARVN Rarrer Rattalicn (270 troors)
made an airmcbile assault from Beriz intc landine zene ATPFA (ecerdinetes
YS 610703). Twoe lifts werc required te crmplete the assault. Armed helie
copters frem the 197th Aviantien Cempany prestryck the lending zenc with rocket
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‘machine euns, and A0 B} rronades. Treep carriers used suppressive fire

“en fiml approach and during departure frem the landine zone., The first

lift tcuched dewn in the landine zene at 1510 heurs amd the last 1ift was
ccmpleted at 1530 hours, !'edorate small arms and autcmatic weapons fire

was received by beth flight clements during beth 1lifts on departure from

the landing zene. At the complaticn ¢f the cperaticn all ajrcraft were
rcleascd and returned te assiemed JII Corps missicns. The cmererencv rccall
was rccoived by the Battalicn Cperaticns Center at 1230 heurs and 2ll roquired
treep carricrs, their armed escerts, and supporting helicepters were assembled
at the Barie airstrip by U400 hours,

. 31 Deccmber 1965: The 145th Aviation Battalien previded
troop carrisrs, armed helicepters amd centrel aireraft for the ARVN Airberne
Brigadc's airmcbile assault intc three landing zcnes vicinity of Tuc Pea.
Trocp carricrs and armecd aircraft assembled at the Bien Fra staerine arca
(Snakepit ) for final briofing and crganization fer ce~bat. “rmrcute to the
treocp staging arca at Duc Hea tho lift flipht clements werc alerted by the
Ccmmand and Contrel helicepter te adjust enrcutc flight speed to compensate
for the late arrival cf tactical 2ir. The first lift landed in landine zcno®
DILTA, ccordinates XT 328078, =t 0800 hcurs and nc hostile fire was roceiwed.
The sccend 1ift landed in landing zcne ATFFA, coerdinates XT 272072, at 0940
hcurs; and hcavy autcmatic weapens fire was received by all flight elements
250 meters north of the landing zcne, Cne aviaster from the 1st Aviatien
Battalicn rcecoived a fatal weund durine the apprcach inte the landing zcne,
The avister was nct wearing a chest pretecter, which prebably weuld hava saved
his life, Investigaticn revealed that chest prctectors have net beon mace
available tc'the 1st Aviation Battalicn., Thz-flisht reute te the third
landing zcne, 1.Z BRAVC, ccerdinates XT 272102, was rerouted by the Cemmend
and Centrcl helicepter to avoid areas of hestile fire, Ve hrstide fire wes
reccived during this lift, The fourth and last 1lift was tec 12°-CVP/RLIE,
ceerdinates XT 3120213 hewever, dwrine the refucline eperaticn, a rcactirn
ferco of 800 Vict Cong was cbserved mancuvering te oneape the trceps that
were air landed in LZ ALFHA, The ereund force cemmander irmediately
directed the fourth Jift be diverted frem lendine zone CHARII® to 1Z ATFPR,
A1l flight clements again reccived ercund fire frem the vicinity of ATPVA,
Tactical air was dirceted te strike the arca and the hostile fire was
ncutralized, The last lift was ccmploted at 1225 hevrs and all battaiion
aireraft worc relessced tc perform assirmed ITI Cerps missicns,

fo The centinued succoss of Jiphtnine Bug missicns was of
particular significancs, This cffcnsive tactic was devolepod by the 197tk
Avizticen Company (Armod) durinc the previcus quarter te deny the vso of
rivers, canals, and rcads tc tho Viet Ceng during the heurs of darkm:ss,
"I ghtning Bug" missicns crnsist of three to four armed helicepters, cnc of
which has a cluster of high candlepewer lirhts installed in the decrway with
facilitics built into the system tc offer manual contrel of the lichts. In
additicn, a 50 calibor rachinc gun is mounted in the door te previde hieh
caliber supprossive firc in the target arca. A fixed wine aircraft equipped
with infrarad radar rmakes the initial detection of targets and relays the
targct lceation via radic te the 197th Aviatien €cmpany operations. Upen
arrival on staticn, thc aircraft with the lights, illuminates the arca and
the armed helicrpters destrey the target, "Lightning Bug" missicns are
utilized on average of six times a wocek,
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10. (C) Ccnecopt cf Operaticns:

a., During the first prrtien of the reperting pericd the
1,5th Aviaticn Batt~licn ecntimued its suppert of the Republic of Vietnam
Army III Ccrps, Cn 24 Nevember 1965, the Battalicn was placed under the
operaticnal centrel of the lst (US) Infantry Divisicn and furthor assirned
the missicn cf direct suppert of III ARVN Corps and the 173rd (US) Airberne
Brigads, Occasicnally aviaticn suppert is rendered te II and IV Viotnamese
Army Ccrps areas when directed,

b. Flight missicn assipnments and roquirements for JII Cerps
are ccnsplidated by the M=3 Aviaticn Adviser and submitted te 1lst Infantry
Divisicn Army Aviaticn Centrel Centor for appreval. Once confirmaticn is
made by the III Cerps Armmy Aviaticn Tlement (AAT) that nc roquirements oxist
for Battalicn aireraft cthor than YII Cerps missicns, AAW assieons the
requirements tc the battalicn threugh the Battalien Cperaticn Center (BCC),
BOC will thon, ccmmensurate vith the nurber and tvpe of aircraft each company
has provicusly reported available fcr missicns, determine the assirnment cf
cach missicn and disscrminates the infcrmaticn tc each cempany. The battalicen
suppcrts the 173rd (US) Airbrrm Brigzade on Battelicn size airmebile -
cperaticns; ctherwisc the brigades crpanic aviaticn company mrevides cembat
aviation suppcrt.

c, Thrcugh the wtilizaticn'cf a Battalicn Operaticn Conter
and by maintaining contrcl over schoduling, the ability to previde JII Cerps
with any size heliccptor 1lift ferce can bo accemplished rapidly. In the
event a tactical emcrgency cccurs and the cemmittment of troops by a combat
assault is required, heliccpters can be stazed at any of the major starine
arcas in III Corps within twc hcurs. This is acccmplished by dirceting:
heliccpters frem lew priority missicns te repert directly te ths troop
asscrbly arsa ar to thc heliceptor staging arca. The flexibility and rapid
roacticn capability cf the airmcbilc feree is further enhanced by the Battaiion
having prostecked fuel and amruniticn at stratcgic lecaticns threughcut the
III Ccrps arca, In additicn, ¢ ntingency plans lmvc boen cstablished with
pres:lectod landing zones thrcughcut tho Crrps arca tc facilitate airmebile
cperaticens,

d. For the Aviation Battalicn's plennineg, reforence is made
tc size of operaticrns by the number cf trcep carriers that are used.
Airmcbile operaticns of Battalien size arc sixtoon cr mere treep carriors.
Fiftcen trocp carricrs or less arc ccerdinated and exccuted at ccmpany level.
This Aviation Battalicn also wilizes cnc armed esccrt helicerter fer owery
twe troep carricr aircraft. In additicn e Cermand ond Contrel helicopter
fer ccmmand purpesces, onc ferward arca raintcnance recovery tcam, one recrvel;
aircraft cn standbr at the staging area, one cr twe redicel cvacuation air-
craft, five to eight armed reccnnaissance helicepters for Janding zone
prestrike and rarking, and onc to tw Q-1F's fer radio relay, weathor advisor
ond surveillance arc required to o-mplatc the Battalion Task Organizaticn
for airmcbile operaticns,

11, (C) Nowly Assignod and Reassirmed Units:
a., The 6th Airlift Platcon was assigned tc the 1A5th Aviatirn

Battalicn cn 5 October 1965 and attached te the 120th Aviaticn Cempany
lccated at Tan Scn Nmt. On 1 Decerber 1965 the 6th Airlift Flatcen was
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+ detached from the 12Cth Aviatien Cempany and attached te A Cemvany, 01st
Aviaticn Battalicn lccated a.t Bien Hca,

b. A Cempany, 82nd Aviaticn Battalicn staticned at Yune Tan,
RWN was reassignod frem this Battalicn and assipned tc the 173rd (us)
Mrberne Brirade offectivo 24 Octcber 1965.

¢, On 13 Nevorbor 1965 the advance party cf the 68th Aviaticn
Ccmpany arrived in-ccuntry and was assjgnod to the 145th Aviatien Battalien,
The 68th Aviaticn Cempany was staticned at Vung Tau and orpanic cquipment
and rerscnnel arrived at that lecaticn on 16 and 29 Nevomber 1965 respectively
The 68th Aviaticn Cempany becams cporaticnal 11 Decerbor 1965,

12, Porscmnel:

a. During tho preovicus quarter, the fcllowing perscnnel shertages
wore classifiad as critical:

s AUTH ACTUAL SHRT
05C RTT Cporater 12 é 6 ‘
11B It Ypns Inf 187 181 6 -
11D Armer Intel Spae 33 28 5
31B Inf Radic lech 12 n 1
31Q Avionics Rep 78 60 18
36 A Vireman 16 10 [
45J Acft Arm Ry 26 18 7
51 Fire Fighter 13 9 L

2B Power Flnt Cp & Wech 12 7 2
56C Potro Strg Spec 30 21 9
63B ''h Veh lech 35 2 7
677 Acft Maint Crwmn 67 bl 3
67D Single Tng Mach 16 12 A
67N Crow Chiof Lo7 397 10
67 Tech Tnsp 17 16 1l
68A Acft Comp Rep App 13 8 5
68B Acft Tng Rep 29 19 10
68D Acft Furtrain Mech 1n 10 1
68F Acft Tloc 13 9 L
68G Airframs Romm K14 31 6
T4 Clerk 13 11 2
71B Clerk Tvpist 35 29 6
71P F1t Cpns Ccerd 12 11 1l
76G Sig Sup & Parts Sroe 8 L 4
76H Trans Sup & Farts Sp 28 a 6
76K Gen Sup Spec 12 12 1

13, (C) Intolligonce

a, Duwring the mrevicus quarter, continued emphesis was
placed on security apainst pessible attemmts cf Viet Cons suicide squads
to infiltrate ajr bascs and damare cr destrcy aireraft.

b. Acutal hit reperts of aircraft in the 145th Aviatien
Battalicn decrcased during the quarter, but the reperts of autematic weapcns
t _aircraft incmaaed. Two repcrts have been rececived cf eround

fire against airc
to air fire by rcékot t tiles Eﬁlimv white smoke,
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CONTIINTIAE

¢e The change te the dry scescn in early Nevombor has
improved flying cenditicns, Only twe battalicn airmebile cnoraticns were
delayed up tc cne heur duc te greund fee and none had te be cancalled dus
te weather,

d. The 145th Aviaticn Battalien dees nct hawve 2n crpanic
camora cr phetographic develepineg capability, and phetcerdph rogquests thru
DASC, III Cerps are always tco late for use in ~peraticns, Congaﬁaﬁm 4

8 ccnvinu t aticn Cempany a antry NDivisien,
G2 Air tc cbtain timely phctceraphs fer airmobile cperaticns,

U, (C) Legistics:

Refueling Operaticns: Time phasing ~f a multiple 1ift
Battalicn size cperaticn is screwhat dependent upen the tire required
fer refucling of the helicopters. 'enever the rofueling ororations were
cenducted at a lecrtion with limited refueling equipmont, ccensidorable delay
cf subsequent lifts was experienced, Tc allsviate this problom, the Battaiien
inktituted a mothed of rapid rofveline cf helicertors by utilizine pcrtable
500 gallen bladders and 50 CFV light weieht pumps. Sufficient bladdors and
pumps arc prepesitioned at a predesigetod rofueline sito and § stations with
20 rofucling points are sot up., Foliccpters can be réfucled by flicht
cleronts. Helicepters de nct shut dewn for refueling, hut reduce cneine specd
to flight idlc pesiticn. Battery switch, radics, and iaverters arc tu ned
off during refucling, The Battalion has successfully utilized thie methed
of refucling cn 3 different cccasicns with as much as 40,000 eallcns of fuel
dispcnsed during a single cperatien, Tha rrinciple advantage of the rapid
rcfucling rethod is that it can be ccnducted at any site suitable feor landine
a fermticn of heliccpters. The rajor disadvantago is prepesiticoning of
pertable 500 gallon bladders in time te effecet this mothed of refucline,
Appreximitely 4 CH-47 bbliccpters are required to mrepersiticn bladders for
a Battalicn cperaticn ~f 80 troop cartiers, 30 armed, and 5 supperting aircraft

15. (C) Cermunicaticns:

&, During the quarter the Cermrunicatien Sceticn of the
Headquarters and Headquartors Detachment svpperted the 145th Aviatien
Battalicn with UHF mnd FM radic suppert and Jimitod wire ccmmunicatiens.
A VRC-2, UHF racio was utilizod at the battalicn reer and ferward ccmrand
pests for UHF air te greund cermmunicaticns., The VRC-24 is net a suitable
radic for fomward command pests becavse of its pewer requirements. ferts
tc obtain the battcry pewered back pack FRC-L1 hawve been unsuccessful due
tc non-availability of tho itom,

b, FU ccmrunieaticn equipment has becn adequate, but the
frequenevy interfercnce con all assigned battalicn FM frequencies has been a
trecmenorus preblen.  lettors te U,S., Army Viotnam Signal Cfficer have nct
resulted in any relief from interforence by 1lst Infantry Divisicn units which
aro cperating cn 145th Aviatrn Battalicn assignocd FM frequencies, Tach
Aviaticn Battalicn and Cempany must have en assigned, intorferonce free FM
frequency.

c. Tho shcrtage of highly portable UFF radics end the
interforence frem American units cn assigned Battalicn FV froquencios arc tho
cnly twe major ccrmunicaticns preblems enccuntered by the 1L45th Aviatien
Battalicn during this quarter,
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1, (U) Aviation ;(a‘fety: nEMI,A'

a. The 145th Aviatirn Battalien flew 26,081 hcurs during
this quarter and experiensod twe (2) lrssas due tc onemy acticn, three (3)
precauticnary lendings, four (4) frrcod landines, seven (7) incidents, and
ten (10) major accidents,

b, To date the 145th Avinticn Battalicn accident rate is 0.1
as measured against a US'RV rate cf 29,1 psr 100,000 flying hcurs.

c. The battalicn-has nc irmediate rpreblem areas in the field
of aviatirn safety. A therough, cemprehensive pilet cducaticn and standard-
ization training program, is being ecnducted and has been successful in
reducing the accident rate.

SECTION II: CCIM.NDTRS CCIT*™NTS AM3 RTCCM™MDATICNS :

1, (C) Table of Orgenizaticn end Tquipmnt:

e

a." In Vay 1965, Hzadquarters, United States Army Suppert
Cormand Vistnam, fcrwerded tc Department cf the Amy a Trecp Unit Chanee
Request (TUCR) rcquesting that the four (4) Aviaticon Battalicns within
EASCV be recrganized tec reflect a standard crpanizatirn., All spaces
requested 14 this crrrospondencc had been fully justified in pricr rcquests
with the cxception cf the pathfinder detachrent,

b. In the past, by evwluticn and cscalation of US Aviaticn
units intc the Republic of Viotnar the Battalicn Headquarters has been-
tailerad to reet the requirememts of lccation and missicn. At present,
current battalicn strengths vary frem 80 to 111 spaces, with penerally '
the same number of typos of units assipned to-these airmebile battalicns,

They shculd be organized intc identical units, and in addition, shculd be
further studicd by Department of the Army with the view of adeptine a
permancnt structurc te meot the requircrments of the caumterinsurgency
envircnment,

c. The mrescnt structurc of this Batt»licn is based cn TC&T
1-.767 1963, W/C-1 as augmented by Cencral Order 312, Hoadquarters, USARPAC,
dated 25 Octcber 1965, This general order is the reply te the TUCR that was
submitted by US.SCV requestinc that the four (4) battalicns, then as‘sif'md
to that hoadquarters, be recrganized, The rcsults of this TICR are extremcly
difficult tc understand, Altheugh the rcquest was submittcd In cne
‘ecnsclidated picce ¢l corresperdence, the reply and auwrentation has rcturned
to Victnam in shct gun fashion. On 20 August 1965, the 13th Aviaticn Battalic
was recrganized by Cenoral Order 264, Feadquarters, USARPAC authcerizine the
13th Aviaticn Battalion Headquarters and Hoadquarters Detachment a strenecth
of 22 Officcers, 2 Warrant Cfficers and 87 cnlisted men for an agererate
strength of 111 spaces. The 1,5th Aviation Battalicn, hewover, cn the same
requast to Departrent of the Army, end althcupsh a battalicn with similar anitc
and mission was recrpanized 65 days latér and cnly authrrized 15 Cfficors,
2 Varrant Officers, and 6l onlisted men,

d. This Battalicn is critically shert the necessary perscnncl
ond oquipment te act as pathfinders on alrmrbilc assaults and oxtracticns,
The augrentation of a pathfimder detachrent is censidered essontial te anhance
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this units cembet suppert rcle. Apparontly, there has been ermilete
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disrogard fcr this battalion's request for such an nreanizaticn.

* ¢. Reccommend the 145th Aviatien Battalicn TO™ TICR, dated
26 Vay 1965, reccrmending assignrent cf a pathfinder dotachment, be approved.

2. (C) Army Avistion Idesion Officors:

a, This Battalien is respensible fer previding four Army
Aviaticn Iiaisen Cfficers in the III Cerps arca, The primary duty cf
liaison cfficors, in additicn tc representin~ the battalicn, is te function
as tho Ccrps and Division Army ‘viaticn Tlement, This Battalicn dees nct
have tho capability tc provide rated (erscmnel for this additicnal task
withcut taking porscnnel frcm an assiemed compeny., This in turn withhelds
thesc vital and necessary perscnncl frem company cporatiecns, The respectiwe
Aviastion Tlerents arc cxtromely impertant since a majer phase of all rround
cperations is tho Amy Aviation suppert.

* bes Reecmmond the 145th 2viation Battalion TCT TUCP, dated
26 Mgy 1965, rccermerding auprontation of Army Aviation Tdajson Cfficers
be apprcwed.

3. (C) Requircment for Battalicn Hoadquarters Aircraft:

a2, Under the present TO" structurc aircraft are nct
authcrized for Hcadquarters and Headquarters Dotachment., The 145th Aviation
Battalicn oxpericnce 'ith cembat airmebile cperations indicates a vital
nced fer a minirmm of throe heliceopters to be assirmed te this dotachrent.
A request has boen ferwarded tc hirher Headquarters for the additien of
these aircraft.

b. During the quartor, the 1l45th Aviaticn Battalien averased
onc battalicn size cporation every cthor day. Prior te cach of these
operaticns, the Battalicn Cermand and Contrel helicopter-has been utilized
oxtonsiwely fer commnd, liaiscn, reccnneissance flights, and Jater for
contrel cf cporations. In essence, cach day tho holiccpter is used fer
centrelling a combat airmebilc cperation, or for planning subscquent
operaticns,

c. On 2ll Battalicn size cpératicns, ccrmand post facilitics
are cstablished at thc initial stageficld, As the operation mrepresses, it
is cfton nocessary tc change the lceation of the Command Pest te a secondary
cr auxillary stege ficld, Duc tc the insurgency situation that cxists and
the rapid depleymont of holiccpters, this rcleccation must be dene by
helicepter, In additien, the pathfinder detachront must-precede the arrival
cf the lift fcrce in crder tec prepare treeps for lcading, and te determine
perking and landing arcas,

d, ncther majer function, always requirin- a staff surncrt
heliccpter is legistics suppert; the sustainine facter in all battalien
operaticns, Bocause cf the limited, permenent refucling capability in IIX
Cerps, fuwl pumps ond tho cperative porscnnel must be flewn frem starefiold
tc stageficld, During cxtended ficld cperaticns, the leeistics functien
beermes even mere domending of transpertaticn needs,
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0. Roccmmond throo UH-1 shoi!c!cgoc!fa bo assignod to
Hoadquarters and Hsadquarters Dotachment fer staff suppert. In additiom, iy
is requsted that Hoadquartors, Departront of the Army immediately roviow
and fully investigato the reccrmended trccp unit chanee requests that hawo
boen submitted by Lhe ccmbat oxperionced Aviation Battalicns in the fiecld,
te insurc ouwr crganization is tailored to fit the countorinsurrency enviren-
mont.

L. (C) TDY Aircraft:

a., Ono arred platoon from the 197th Aviation Cempany is
on TDY tc the II ARVN Ccrps arca to suppert the HV4363 Marine Holiceptor
Squadren lecetod at Qui Nhen. This suppert became offoctive 28 Septombor
1965, and has bcon centinucus threugheout the Quarter. The less of the arred
platcen has greatly reduced the Armed heliceptor capability cf the Battalien
to adoquatcly suppert III Cerps airmebils cperaticns and the many US and
ARVN ground cembat cperations which have oceurred durine thie Quartor,

b. Rceemmend that the armed nlateen from the 197th Aviaticen
Ccmpany prescently on TDY at Qui Nhen be returned te this cormand at the
carlicast practicablc date,

ﬁuwx«m

H/RL™S ¥, HONCUR, JR.
It Cclencl Infantry
Cemmand ing
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1@ CONFIDENTIAL

AVAW=SC (14 Jan 66) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Command Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 December 1965
RCS CSGPO-28 (RI) |

HEADQUARTERS, 12TH AVIATION GROUP, APO San Franoisco 96307

TO: Commanding General, ATTN; AVC, United States Army Vietnam, APO
US Forces 96307

1« (U) Conour with the recommendations of the Commanding Offioer,
145th Aviation Battalion.

2. (C) Personnel shortages in oritical MOS's have been placed on
special requisition to USARV. Assignments are made as replacements arrive.

3. (U) A proposed MIOE faran Aviation Battalion Headquarters has
been forwarded to each Battalion for comments. The proposed MI'OE would
pro ride a strength of 25 Offioers, 2 Warrant Offioers and 93 Enlisted
personnel for an aggregate of 120. Provisions have been made for a Path-
finder Detaohment and Aviation Liaison Officers.

4. (U) To provide the Battalion Headquarters with necessary commamd
and control aircraft during the oonduct of airmobile operations, three (3)
UH=1 helicopters will be incorporated in the MI'OE.

5. (C) The armed platoon presently in support of HMM 363 Marine
Helicovter Squadron will be released on 23 January 1966.

/RAYHJ G JONES
Colongl, Arty
Command ing

GROUP —4

CONFIDENTIAL l Dewacrad=d at 3 sear fur-rval

Declassified after 12 years.
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AVC (1L Jan 66) 2d Ind

SUBJECT: Command Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 December 1965,
Report Control Symbol CSGPO-28 (R1l) (U)

Headquarters, United States Army, Vietnam, APO US Forces 96307 02 FEB 1966

TOs Commander in Chief, United States Amy, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP=-MH,
APO US Forces 96558

1, (U) Reference Section II, Commander's Comments and Recommendations,

2. (C) Reference paragraphs 1 and 2: General Order 312, Headquarters
USARPAC, 25 October 1965, augmenting the 145th Aviation Battalion, completed
the action on the TUCR dated 26 May 1965, This did not provide the desired
organization, As indicated in paragraph 3, 1st Indorsement, the 12th Avia-
tion Group is preparing a Modification Table of Organization and Equipment
(MTOE) to provide common structure for each aviation battalion. The MIOE
includes pathfinder detachments and aviation liaison officers for the bat-
talion,

3. (U) Reference paragraph 3: See paragraph L, 1lst Indorsement,
Also, one UH-1B and one U~ aircraft from USARV assets have been on loan
to the 1i5th Aviation Battalion, pending submission of the MTOE described
in paragraph 2, above.

be (U) Reference paragraph L: See paragraph 5, 1lst Indorsement.

#og T4y

on /U
Asst Adjuant Gen--

FOR THE COMMANDER:

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS

anFIDENTIAI_ DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
| DOD DIR 5200.10
2-6
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