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A. (U .,,porting period is from 1 Janui.ry through 30 Apr:.l 1966___11
S -rd and is ubmitted in accordance with AR 52..524, 29 October 1959 andU~i~dW

Regulation 870-1, changes 1 and 2. Acvivt ii-- 156siU-o Thate unitse -e- ,
included as a section of this reprt "

B. (C) .538 0 / Ok(.3. o R UsaIict .. .
------ ---- - " ,-h1 u 968

To augment, within ti'rues of e ngageent, the avia support
capability' available -to 11 FIald Forces Victor and the Republic L.,L
Vietnam Forces operating withiin the III AUVN Corps Tactical Zone.

a. (C) " SRGUC1E: // 9 -o* S- _"2- ....
1. The 145th Aviation Battalion was reorganized in occornce

with General Order Humber 28, Headquarters United States Arzy, Pacific,
i.dated 2 February 1966, with a reorganization effective date of 10 February

~ 1966. The Battalion is composed- of the Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, five aviation companies (three airmobile light companies, one
armed helicopter compary and one fixed wing aerial surveillance aoap~ i
light) and supporting maintenance, medical, signal avionics and pathfinder
detachments.

j" .>.2. The three irmobile Light Aviation ompanies (68th, 1th
and A/5Olst) are organized under the provisions of TOE 1-77E and augmented

c_ by U3A1PAC General Order 262-65. Each Ahl Aviation Compemy either has
! L its own or shares with .. nother company the attached maintenance,

_jmedical and signal detachments.* The companies consist of two* airlift
t platoons (16 UH-ID troop carriers), one armed platoon (8 Ufl-lB armed

" helicopters) and one maintenance helicopter (UH-IB). The ermed helicopter
" compemy (197th) is composed of twenty-four UH-lB armed helicopters and

one UX-lB maintenance helicopter. The fixed wing aerial surveillance
compeay, light (74th) is organised under the provisions of 1-7D and /
has twenty-five O-IF and O-D aircraft authorized.

R~J ~ O3 6 $~AOWGRADED AT 3 YEAR MnTRVAL$0023 1 Dec1assed arier 12 years

- DOD DI~s500.1B 2 -illaNo.Cony ... . _ _.. .... , , D=.,=,,,



SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this report applies
to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. TUE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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3. The aviation assets of this Battalion are allocated
daily through the army Aviation Zkleent (AE) of II Field Forces Victor
Tactical Operations Center to suirort III (AiSTLI) Corps, and II Field
Forces which consist of the 1st (US) Infantry Division, 25th (US)
Infantry Division and the 173rd Airborne Brigade. This Battalion
frequently reinforces other rviation battalions of the 12th Aviation
Group, as this battalion is reinforced from other elements when the lift
requirements for an operation are beyond the organic means. This Battalion
has also reinforced the aviation requirements of the IV Corps and II
Corps tactical zone.

D. (C) TYPL ',!D I'UY OF AIi.C ,FT AjSMG. D TO Tl 145I.! .1VLITIOL.

rIyiT~ ltflJEMR

UH-IB 5
Ur -1B (A) 48
UI--D 48
O-IF 22
U-&,L 1

E. (C) OPULAIOlLL 6Ti'TICS F,, 'MIS iA ID:

1. Number of aircraft hours flown by the '-ttalion in
sup' ort of III ,"iT Corps aviation requirements.

~iLMIS TOTAL

January February Harch April

68th !vn Co (All) 1769.0 2087.0 2188.0 1948.0 7992.0
74th ivn Co (ASL) 1726.0 2098.0 2692.0 254.0 9056.0
118th ,vn Co (,2) 1700.0 1873.0 2179.0 2167.0 7919.0
120th Avn Co (.h') 1426.0 1421.0 * N/A * N/A 2847.0
197th Avn Co (red) 1103.0 1474.0 1565.0 1573.0 5715.0
A/5Olst ,Lvn 7n (AL) 1693.0 1625.0 1871.0 1595.0 6784.0
6th .5ir0ift Plat 4 L 975.0

9881.0 U1,089.0 10,495.0 9823.0 41,288

• Not Assigned

2. Total number of sorties flown during this period: 73,802

3. humber of Battalion size operations conducted by the 145th
iLviation Battalion during this period:

Combat Assaults Extractions -Rw~sitions Total

J ''U.,SY 28 13 8 49
P'W'y30 9 9 48

&,ACH 25 1 6 42
AiAIL 25 D . - 0

208l23

"go



CONFIDENTIAL
4. 'umber of troops and passengers airlifted:

JA.uLY Fi,1'.flY HLtACI-i AFR'L

Troops 12,239 90899 -17,225 13,284

Passengers 2t,206 25,152 24,161 24 ,798

Total 40,445 35,051. 41,386 38,082

5. Number of Viet Cong personnel killed, and structures and
sampans destroyed.

VC. (_KS) Td - . 'UiS (Dest) Samans (Dest)

63 114 61
FL.BdJU10Y 14 285 82
i ARCH 155 411 97

t j , RIL 97 197 51

4ri,,L 419 1007 291

F. (U) NUi-2.R OF DiY GD I T .LuDIG f. LD COa.T OP .TIS
DLIA1N0 '11 !W d rht: 120

CONF~dEN -i

L _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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.... .: () .. L . CONFIDENTIAL
A. (C) STi4NGTH Di L-K DOWN

The followin- break down depicts the authorized personnel
strength verses assigned strength in all units assigned to the 145th
Av-ation Battalion.

Headquarters and Headquarters Company

OF? WO U!N AGO

Auth: 22 2 87 111
Asag: 26 4 91 121

68th Aviation CompAny L(,UI)

OFF VO L11, AGG

68th Avn Co Auth: 14 41 '141 196
Assg: 22 22 145 189

Z82nd Sig Det Luth: 1 0 9 10
Assg: 1 0 9 10

391st Trans Dot A.uth: 1 1 70 72
Assg: 1 1 71 73

430th Med Det !,uth: 1 0 8 9
Asag: 2 0 6 8

Total ',uth: 17 42 228 287

Assg: 26 23 232 281

11Sth .viation Company (,.1.1)

OFF WO 12. AGO%

118th A.vn Co Auth: 14 41 141 196
issg: 21 27 141 189

573rd Trans Dot i.uth: 1 1 70 72
. ssg: 2 1 68 71

93rd Led Dot auths 1 0 8 9
As 1 10 11

198th Sig Det .,uthe 1 0 9 10
As,,g, 1! 0 __ 10 U1.

Total .uth: 17 42 228 287
AssgS 25 28 229 288

___- ---4



CONFIDENI
197th Aviation Comp.ny (Armed)

OFF WO EM AGG

197th Avn Co Auth: 29 26 139 194
Assg: 20 25 144 189

571st Trans Det Auth: 1 1 70 72
Lssg: 1 1 66 68

774th Iled Det Auth: 1 0 9 10
iAssg: 1 0 9 10

Total Auth: 31 27 218 276
Assg: 22 26 219 267

f/5Olst Aviation Battalion (AML)

OFF 110 I. AGO

A/5Olst Avn Bn Auth: 14 41 141 196
Assg: 22 24 124 170

94th Sig2 Det Luth: 1 0 9 10
i ssg: 1 0 13 14

151st Trans Det Auth: 1 1 70 72
.,ssg: 2 0 79 81

Total Auth: 16 42 220 278
iAssg: 25 24 216 265

74th Aviation Company (ASL)

4FF WO EI iGG

74th Avn Co Auth: 41 1 82 124
ssg: 31 4 98 133

320th Sig Det 4*uth: 1 0 9 10
Asag: 1 0 ii 12

563rd Trans Det Auth: 0 0 24 24
issg: 0 0 22 22

Total ituth 42 1 115 158
issg: 32 4 131 167

B. (U) w;.uW U; D DLCOXT-T1QI:

1. During this reporting pericd the foliwoing types and
number of awards were presented to members of the Battalion.

At^ kil A



LYPE

Silver Star 7
Legion of Merit 1
Distinquished Flying Cross 37
Soldiers Medal 1
Bronze Star "Valor" 11
Bronze Star "heritorious 3ervice" 23
i irmedal "Valor" 67
Air Medal 2301
Army Commendation "Valor" 15A-my Commendation "1eritorious Service" 43
Purple Heart

Total 2543
2. Of special significance, is the fact that the 1O,0OOth

.ir edal presented by this Battalion since 1 January 1965 was received
this quarter.

c. (U) MuIc INFOMTIN WFICE. (PIO)

During the period 1 January through 30 April 1966 the Battalion
PIO forwarded one feature story per day to higher headquarters involving
major items of interest happening within the Battalion. Several of thenews releases were disseminated to publication agencies in the United States.
On each airmobile operation a member of the PIO staff was !epresbnted
in order to gain information and pictures of the battalion in combat. Aphoto team from the Dep.rtment of Army Signal Branch spent the Lonth of'.pril with the Battalion gaining first hand information, both stillpictures and movies of the battalion actavxties.

J. (U) A'LTIOK .2LrIry:

1. The 145th aviation Battalion flew a total of 41,288
hours during this reporting period and experienced the following aircraft
losses and/or mishaps.

Combat Losses 5
Major Accidents 13
incidents 8
Forced Landings 4
Precautionary 5andings 9

2. To date, the 145th iviation Battalion rate is 29.9 per100,000 flying hours as comp-.red to the US.-AV rate of 27.9. (31 Larch 1966)

3. The following is a list of those personnel who werefatalities or injured as a result of hostile ground action or accidents:

Fatalities 3 2 5
Injuries 4 1 3

6



4. Approximately 150 aviators participated in a test conducted
within the Battalion involving the use of a new type combination "nape-
and-chin" strap for the APH-5 helmet. The primary purpose of this device
was to retain the flight helmet on the individual in case of an abrupt
stop. The tests were very successful and the device proved adequate
in its intended use.

L. (U) CHAPLAIN ACTIVITIES:

The activities of the Battalion chaplain are many and varied
and because of the distances between unit locations much of his time is
spent traveling to and from these various points. Due to the many request
for services, it was impossible for him to conduct normal services and
interviews on sundays; therefore, most of the weekly services were
conducted at night at the termination of the work day. In spite of the
hectic -chedule the following activities wer perofrmed.

Chapel Services 70
Counselings 67
Interviews 188
Visits to Orphanages 19
Neetings and Briefings 17
Christian Faith Instruction 23

r
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CONFIDENTAL
SECTI(T TII (C) INTELLIGENCE:

A. (C) During Januqrv and Febru--ry there were two reports of ground

to air missles, trailing smoke, fired from susnected V.C. positions toward
airborne helicopters. Airburstswere observed near the aircraft indicating
the V.C may be using some type of surface to air issle.

B (C) The V.C. missed into reginental size units in the III ARVN
Corps to attack Vo Su on 27 February and agin on. 21 March 1966. An attack

was also launched against the lst (US) Tnfantry" Division in early March and
against the 173rd (US) Airborne Brigade in mid March. Both of these were
conducted by regimental sizeunits. The V.C. sustained heavy csualties in
all four attacks Pnd since that time have conducted only small unit onerations.

C. (C) Te V.C. have introducted 75 '-' "pack" howitzers in the TII
ARVT Corps during the pst four months.

D. (C) The V.C continue to fire at helicopters at every opportunity.
This is verified byv the fact that aircraft have been hit and/or destroyed in
areas where little or no contact has been ncountered between the friendly
ground elements and V.C.

E. (TT) The werther has been favoreble for all airmobile operations
except on two ocassions. Early morning ground fog delayrd both operatins for
a three hour duration.

&w
!,
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CDNFJDEUAAL

SECTIlON IV (C) QPER.TIOFS

A. (C) CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS:

1. The aviation tasks performed b- this attalion are varied and
range from multi-ground combat bhattalion iirmobile assaults and extractions,
in which all elements operate as a battalion team, to sinple aircraft missions
of observation, courier runs, pigs and rice lifts, and all mnnner of administra-
tive and logistical missions.

2. ITightly, "Lightening Bug,, m o-,,s ..re filown bv the armed
helicopter cnnpany exacting n significant Vict Cong kill rind destruction nf
spmnans and other rncmy shipping.

3. Gunship teims daily provide on station firepower to road con-
vovs, conduct strikes aganist enemy , mlacncnts, installations and shining,
Thev re Palso employed around the cl, ck as an immediate (5 minute) alert for the
sccurity of the Pien "on Airbase complex (nong Taj Senstive Section). Gunships
havc been effective in breaking V.C. attacks, ambushes, and are a significant
factor in tle security of P*,S. rnd ArVMl installations from attack.

4. The Rattalion has been directed by MACV, through II Field
Forces Victor, to conduct several specla] missions involving the development
of special t,ctics and technieues. Of particular interest is "Operation Yarkct
Time". This is a'joint oneration involving the U.S. ivy and U.S. Arrtv Aviation.
It was initiated in eanrlv Irch and will. continue for an indefinite period of
time. The prin.Arv mission is to conduct off shore patrols and surveillance in
order to enforce curfews -nd prevent Viet Cong infiltration, movement, n-nd re-
sunply alonF the Delta estuary coast and across the major rivers of the Yekong
melta Pnd Rung Sat Special 7onc (RSSZ). The armed helicopters in support con-
duct their flights from off-shore landing crafts ,.nd support river patrol crnft
and forces ashore with fire support as resuired. To properly suprort this
operation, the aviation assests of ill of the units within the Pe ttalion have
been used. Rv doing this, all assigncd units lain an insight on such operations
and it does not degrade the capabilities of arv one conpany. Other MACV direct-
ed snwcial missions include MThn Be Thnk Farm fire team cover, Funr Sat Srecial

(R33Z) c-ntinuous overhead river c~'anncl cover and Caital Yilit,-rv Re'i-n
iR) 5 minute stpnd-by fire ten coverpre.

5. Durinqw the month of February th2 145th Aviation Rattalion
ReAdcurrters displaced from its locption in pigon to 'kien -'Ioa, where the new
RAttplion FeadnurAters is eatxblishfd. During this transition period the
PatttPdon continuod to conduct tirmobile onerations in sup",rt of YI ARVM C,,rps
tactical ond -dministr'tivc renuiremcnts. Durinp the nonths nf Fcbrunrv Wnd
M'mrch the fnllowinr units wrre rither Assigned to or released frnm bttalin
cntrnl.

ii DATU [TASSIGRM

i0 Februnry 1966 Augentation of Pnthfinder Detachrnnt, ..O. 28,
datod 2 Fob 1966.

I iN u ,A
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15 March 1966 145th Aviation Bttalion reverts to t$e control
of 11 Field Forces Victor.

15 March 1966 120th Avirtion Company and 6th Airlift Platoon
released from Pattalinn control.

12 March 1966 774th Med Detachment attched to 197th Aviation
Comnanv.

6. The aviation assets of the Battalion are directly controlled by
I Field Forces Victor, Daily, II Field Forces Victor allocates a certain
number of raircraft to III ARVT Corps in support of its administrative and trcti-
cal recuirements. The remainder of the aviation assets are then used to sup-
port either the 173rd (US) Airborne Brigade, 1st (US) or 25th (US) InfantryDivisions. Should the aviation reouiraments of III ARVM Corps exceed the nssets-
allocated by IT Field Forces Victor a decision for further aviation support
will be nw.de ,t tat level of comm'and. The assets of the rhttj.1ion are con-
trolle-I by the Battalion Oper;ations Center, which is responsible for deter-
mining the assignment of each mission and disseminting them to the domnanies
of the R3attAlion. (Appendix A, (Eattslion Operations Center SOP )).

7. Initial Battalion planning determines the number of troop carrier
helicopters reouired for the c-'nduct of nn airmobile operation. T'henever the
tcticl reeuire-tent dictates the use of sixteen or more troop cirriers, the
operation will be coordinated, planncd, and controlled by the Battalion.
Fifteen t roor carriers or loss rcouired for an operatin will be coordinated
and directed at Corpany level. A normpl flight element for Battalion size
operations consists of ten troop carriers (Ti-ID) and four armed (If-lB) heli-
copters. Other aircraft which conttrise the airmobile task force are: command
.and co 0.rol helicopter, a forward area maintenance recovery team, a stnndby
recovery aircr,ft, a medical evacuation helicopter, five to eight armed heli-
copters and O-iF (Fixed Wing) aircraft to perform radio relay, weather advisory
and surveillance.

B. (u) SIGNIFICANT BATTALION OPERATIONS

During this period the 145th Aviation Battalion coordinated,planned and con.ucted one hundred and sixty nine Battalion size operations
(108 combat asspults, 38 extractions and 23 repositionings) nd received and
coordinated one hundred and ninety-two company size opcrations (164 combat
assaults, 22 oxtriactions and 6. re ositionings) in support of the III ARV7 Corps,
173rd (US) Airborne Brigade, 1st (US) and 25th (US) Infantry Divisions and TIand IV Corps recuirements. A sampling of seven battalion size tactical oper-
'tions conducted are inserted as Inclosures 1 thru 7, Appendix B.

1. After Action Report, 145th Aviation Battalion Operation 2-66,
dtd 2 January 1966.

2. After Action Report, 145th Aviation BattAlion Operation 4-66,
dtd 8 January 1966.

3. Ifter Action Report, 145th Aviation Battalion Operation 15-66
k dtd 2 March 1966.

10
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4. After Action Report, 145th Aviption Battalion OperationI 18-66 dtd, 9 March 1966.

5. After Action Ttrort, 145th Avition Batt&lion Operations
18-66 AA, 18-66 BB, and 18-66 CC (bctr.ction Phases) 210725, 211400, and
221125 March 1966.

6. After Action Report, 145th Aviption Battalion Operation-'
Zo-66, dtd 34 Match 1966.

7. Aftor Action Roport, 145th Aviation Battalion Operation22-66, dtd 5 April 1966.

C. (U) O IRM TACTICAL OPERAThDNS

After Action Reports of other significant tactical operations

are included in this report and inserted as Inclosures 8 thru 21 to Appendix .

I1I"



SEC TION V (U) LOGIS TIC S

A. (U) III Corps RV" !rf;lds Ire nrir'rilv used as ARWT stagingareas and as logistical bnscs of oneri.tion for the 145th Aviation B3attalion.
These airfields are peographicrl~y located throughout III ARVN Corps, so that
any area of operation is within a25-30 nautical nile radius of an airfield;
Vie exception being the Ring Sat nd a small area in the center of III ARVIY
Corps.

R. (U) Each airfield hts a prestock of class III A nnd V- Which sorves
as normal onerating stocks, and emergency stocks In support of III AitN Corps
contingency plans. The 145th Aviation Patttlion does not have the capability
to nrovide for its own lofistical surport (Class III A & V) while in support
of ART forces, and relies upon use of these prestocks. Use of the prestocks
for logistical support enables the battalion to respond rapidly and provide
aiilift support to t 'e A1 RVN for both preplP.nned and rapid reaction type
operations.

C. (U) Refueling is accompllshed by Vie battalion at these airfields
utilizing either 500 gallon bladders or 55 gallon drums and portable puning
*ouipment. The rM gallon bladders are positioned in line and en entire flight
clement (ton to sixteen aircraft) can be refueled in a matter of minutes with-
out shutting down. This method has proved extremely effective in refueling
4-6 flight Isments on c continuous basis during battalion size multi-lift
onerntions. Refeling can -lso be accomplishcd by loading 55 gallon r1runs on
2 ton trucks and pumping fuel directly into the aircraft. Availability of
trucks limit this type of operation and refueling time is lengthened by air-
craft shutting down.

D. (U) Prestock levels are closely monitored br III ARVN Corp and t1he
battalion since these nrestocks represent the only real source of logistical
support rcadily avnilable to the bnttalion during airmobile operations with
ARWV! forces. The only time that III aT Corps ,nd this battalion experience
difficulties in maintaininp the prestock level is when other US aviation units
fail to coordinate with III ARVT Corps when they stage out of the 'YVT nirfields
depleting the prostocks and do not immediately replenish them.

12



SECTION VI (C) CL04iUNICATI.NS

A. (C) Fm freauencv Interferenced continues to be one of the bigpest
communications problems faced br the battalion. Prior to 1 April 1966 the
companies of the battalion encountered some frenuency interference from the
ground units. On 1 April USARV Signal reallocated FM frcquencies withia:,the 11
CTZ. Instead of giving the aviation units relief from interference, they are
sharig frequencies with other Aviation units, This creates very hazardous
situations especially if both units are simultaneously involved in airmobile
operations. This Is a problem thpt requires comand interest aiAd emphasis
at the highest level of command. It is imperntive that each ,irmobile battal-
ion and company be allocated a discreet FM frequency.

B. (C) Another coinunications problem encountered b- the battalion during
the last ouarter was that of the shortage of Class A telephone numbers in the
Bien Hoa area. Both t1a Bien Foa local and the Bien Foa long distance switch-
boa.rds are filled to cnnacity. Only a minimum number of Class P, numbers were
rade available to the battalion upon its arrival early in the ouarter. This
caused the battnlion to have to install and continuously operate a 63 line
battalion switchboard in order to have a.dequate telephone service. Since the
TOE for the Commnications Section does not provide enough switchboard operators
for a 24' hour operation, a burden is placed upon those men of the sectin who
have to work out of their YOS field while acting as switchboard opert~rs.
The shortage of Class telephone numbers also has resulted in inadequate tele-
phone service to Higher Poadauarters (12th Aviation Croup) in Saigon.

C. (C) Communications security discipline has improved greatly; however;
security violations continue to occurr, especially during airmobile operations.
Common violations are, frequencies being transmitted in the clear, and brevity
code words im-roperly used which enables ease of com-womise. The overcrowded
FY frequency spectrum makes it PImnst impossible to assign P. new frequency
when one is compromised.

D. (C) The existing telephone system in Vietnpm is greatly overloaded.
All calls should be official only and kept as brief as possible. Routine

$ calls should also be timed to avoid the midmorning and midafternoon peak
circuit loads. Routine messages should be routed through the battalion courier
as much as possible to help relieve the load of the telephone system.

E. (C) The battalion UPF freouency is the primnry control freouency
during airmobile operations. It is imperative that this freouency have a
minimum amount of interference. There has been P. significant imnrovement in
the transmission of only essential matter, in a brief, concise m-knner. The
number of stations thp.t ,rc roauired to be in the net during L large scale
airmobile operation, Oemands constant command emphasis to maintain a high state
of communications efficiency.

"OHFIDENTIAL



SECTION VII: (U) CIVIL AFFAIRS

A. (U) Daring this reporting period, the Civil Affairs activities under-
went a major reorganization md.revitalizationa On 26 February a full time 8-5
was appointed to coordinate the Battalion's Civic Actions. Civic Affairs was
emphasized at all echelons of command. The program was expanded in scope to
encompass Community Relations, Orphanage Support, Refugee Assistance and FMIDAP
II Activities. In addition, the Battalion coordinated all of its civic actions
through the Government of Vietnam, thus satisfying the long term objectives of
the program. Appendix D, ("Proposed Expansion of the Battalion Civic Action
Program").

B. (U) A recapitulation of the Battalions contribution to the economic

and social development of Vietnam is as follows3

1. Donations:

a. Foodstuffs 60,255 pounds VC captured, relief supplies,
Battalion resources.

b. Clothing 2300 pounds, mostly received from supporters
in United States.

c. bioney 143,327 S'N (01400 Aporox.) Used primarily
for education.

2. Refugees evacuated by air elements -- 1500.

3. Relief supplies transported ------------- 52,700 pounds.

4. Conversational English classes held ---- 30 classes.

5. Held sick call at Leper Colony --------- weekly.

6. Emergency medical evacuation ----------- 18 Vietnamese civilians.

7. Assisted in 2 self help school construction projects.

8. Assisted Popular Forces in construction of dependents quarters.

9. Distributed approximately 1000 pounds of health and sanitation
items to local orphanages along with projects at the orphanage to improve the
sanitation.

! i m ~ d '
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SECTIUN VIII (U) TMWININhG

4# (U) There is a continuing training requirement for each unit of the
Battalion in order to maintain a high state of readiness and professionalism.
The rapid personnel turn over in units aggrevated this requirement. Due to the
heavy operational committments, much of the prescribed training is performed in
conjunotion with operational requirements whenever possible.

B. (U) The battalion has continually been called upon by higher head-
quarters to provide in country orientation and standardization briefings and
M4iit training for newly arriving aviation units in the Republic of Vietnam.
These units have ranged in size from aviation battalion staff and aviator per-
sonnel to four and five man fire team elements receiving training on special
equipment and tactical doctrine developed by the Battalion. Staff members of
the 25th Aviation Battalion spent several daysv4ththe Battalion staff receiv-
ing guidanse and observing the detailed planning required in order to properly
support &RVN and US ground elements in their counterinsurgency effort.

C. (U) Battalion training memorandums provide the nucleus from which
necessary trainin, is conducted. The following subjects receive continuing
emphasis on a quarterly basis.

1. Aviator Unit Standardization Training.

2. Night Lirmobile Operations.

3. Instrument Training.

4. Decca Navigational Training.

5. Individual and Crew Served Weapons.

6. External Loads.

7. Driver Education.

e 8. Chemical, Biological end Radiological.
9. Gunner Training.

10. Code of Conduct.

11. Special Training.

a,. In Country Orientation and Standardization for newly arriving
aviation units.

b. Airborne Rladar Tests to determine the "pin point" vector ac-
ouracy of special equipment.

12* rmament and New Weapons Concept Training.

15



a* ortar 4erial Dolivery System --- t% ' (Appendix I, to .w.
nex P to 145th ivn Bn SOP for Ainiobile Operations, Appendix E).

b. Offensive and Suppressive Fire Techniques (ijMnex F, to 145th
Avn Bn SOP for iAirmobile Operationsp Lppendix E).

oe Lightning Bug Training.

d. Starlight Scope Treoiring.

e. Cluster Bonb Unit -- "CBU".

f. 20 m Weapon System.
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SECTION IXI (U) 0011, iZ .1M LL~iIPI
i . During the period, the Battalion comand changed on 20 February due

to the death of its former comma;ider as a result of a helicopter accident. L
change of commanders, even under normal circumstances, is somewhat traumatic
to the unit; therefore, all efforts were directed to quickly grasping the reins
and moulding the Battalion into an even more effective operational team. Some
actions that were taken that assisted this effort were:

1. To apprise eadh member of the Battalion of the importance of Lrmy
aviation to the ground combat unit's ability to effectively operate, and the
contribution being made by the Battalion to "Win in Vietnam".

2. To emphasize that the Battalion engages in combat daily with the
enemy, during airmobile assaults and extractions, when conducting gunship strikes
or engaging in the offensive fire technique# The damage inflicted on the enemy
is publized weekly as realistic evidence that the Battalion in fact is a Combat
Aviation Battalion and that its pilots, gunners and crewmen are combat crewmen.
iias a display of this title a Bronze Battle Star was authorized to be worn on
the aviator and crewmen wings, after having earned the fifth £ir Pledal.

L 3. To institute a publication, entitled "Commander's Combat Notes",
as a medium for transmitting information that the Battalion Commander deems
necessary to keep all members of the command informed. The routine note is a
Weekly Summary of activities of the Battalion. Appendix F, (Inclosures 1 thru 22'

4. To increase efforts to locate the entire Battalion in one geo-
graphic location at Bien Hoa. The condition of having individual companies of
the Battalion widely separated tended to ireclude battalion ogesion. The 197th
iiviation Company moved from Saigon to join the 118th and 4501st Aviation Com-
panies at Bien Hoa. The Battalion Headquarters and Staff also moved to Bien
Hoa. Since the 120th .viation Compamy was under operational control of !ihC
and the fact that it would remain in Saigon, overtures wcre made to ask for it's
removal from the Battalion. On 15 Larch, the company was transferred to the
sontrol of 12th Aviation Group. Efforts are underway presently to move the 68th
Aviation Company from Vung Tau to Bien Hoa. When this is accomplished, four of
the five companies will be located at Bien Hoa. The fixed wing surveillance

.- company will remain at Phu Loi. It is evident that a marked increase in the
Battalion team attitude has already resulted, which is a contributor to unit
effectiveness.

B. (U) Hodification of NCO Promotion Boardi The Enlisted Promotion
Board, whidh was formerly composed of NCO's only, was changed to include the
Battalion Executive Officer, two Company Executive Officers, the Sergeant hajor,
and one First Sergeant. The board, employing thc newly introduced ovaluation
forms, Appendix G, hr.s grcatly improved the quality of NCO's promotcd within
the Batta.lion. Basing tho promotion on a "boat qualified" basis has also pro-
duood at unit level a desirnblc side-effect in theft it places all eligible per-
sonnel in a competitive position and results in a greater determination and
higir job performance by the individual.

1
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SECTION X: (U) CUILENDERS RLC01I1D,.TIOUS:

The mobility, fire power, observation and logistic support
provided by Armr Aviation units in Vietnam is spelling victory to ground
combat elements. Frequently combat operations go or don't go, based
on the availability of rotary wing airlift. The build up of ,rn y
Aviation has enabled even larger grotmd combat operations, ranging to
great distances. The frequency and scale of airmobile assaults, conducted
in a repetitious manner is forcing the Viet Cong to expose himself to our
.evastating firepower. The aircraft we have available are still not
enough to satisfy all operational requirements. Lvery effort is made
to husband these critical resources by analyzing each mission in order
to e xMlish priorities.

The demands on aircraft preclude any maintenance standidown in this
Battalion. Every flyable aircraft is appointed and except in rare
instances assigned a task. It is a credit to the maintenance personnel
of this Battalion to achieve the continuous high availability rate
experienced thus far. This however, comes about only through strong
leadership within the companies, and having people who have a sense of
urgency about them. Couple these traits with the ability to scrounge
parts throughbut Vietnam (the underground supply system) and the aircraft
remain flyable. The price will be paid for this high useage factor
however, in early equipment wearout.

Since this Battalion is the primary supporter of aviation to the
three .iRVN Infantry Divisions, the ARVN Airborne Division, the separate
Ranger Companies and COG troops of III (.RVI) Corps, some comments
are appropriate relative their use of ArnV ,viation. In general, all
dIVN elements are quickly adapted to the airmobile assault. The
airmobile technique appears to make the 'a1VN soldier more aggressive
and confident. Difficulty arises when planning and conducting
airmobile operations with .,RVN forces in coordinating VlL '.F airstrikes,
as to timing and type of ordnance. Difficulty is often encountered
in obtaining information and warning of friendly mortar and artillery
fire while aircraft are operating in the area. These problem areas are
analyzed and consultation with U.S. advisory personnel develop a solution
to preclude recurrence. The Ai'VN forces compete with the U.S. ground
forces for the use of the available Ary Aviation resources. The
priorities are established and resources allocated by II Field
Forces Victor Tactical Operations Center.

The U.S. Tactical Air Support provided for the preparation of
landing zones has been outstanding. T~ strikes are acturate, they
begin at the designated time, and carry the type ordnance requested.
The single problem encountered is the length of t:me required to prepare
the landing zone. The procedure has evolved Aiere a FAC directs each
aircraft on each pass to a specific target. The time required to
prepare the IZ has been 30 to 45 minutes, and this is to long. It
has been determined from experience and from captured documents that
the Viet Cong are very familiar with the pattern that has been set for
LZ preparation and have ample time to move toward the LZ prepared to attack
the assaulting forcesjfThe Air Force delivery techniques must be
modified to place more ordnance into the LZ area in a shorter time.
SimultaneouS, multiple aircraft delivery appears to be the solution.
It is recognized that accuracy will be sacrificed; however, this is
acceptable and is out*eighbd by the shock action and surprise achieved
through mass delivery,
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The Viet Cong are fanatics at recording everything that we do and .
then analyze the operation to develop countermeasures (Ref Cbt Cmdrs Nte
No. 5, Appendix F). They particularly attempt to detect patterns. We
have set many patterns in the conduct of airmobile operations. We are
attempting for every operation to vary our pattern within the allowble
limits, There are certain aspects that can be varied but others canlt.
We vary the helicopter formations but we can't vary the angle of
descent or speed to any appreciable degree when in its most vulnerable
stage, those last few h d meters before touchdown in the LZ known
as" the "dead man's zone"!, We also set a pattern by preparing only
One LZ, thus pinpointirighe e3xct location we will land. When possible
we now prepare several logical LZ areas, as a deceptive measure, knowing
we will land at only one. When the tactical situation permits we may not
prepare a landing zone with tactical air or artillery and use only armed
helicopters to strike three or four minutes in advance of the lead troop
carrier. Occassionally without Tac Air we use a heavy volume of artillery
fire for a short duration and immediately land with gunships providing the
last, discrete, protective fires. In summary: stereotyped procedures
compromise operations. Deceptions, innovttions, and unpredictable,
unorthodox procedures are the keynotes to success.-

Civic Action activities by companies of this battalion are perhaps
equally rewarding to them as to the indigenous recipients. A degree of
competition has been established between companies which displays pride
in their accomplishments. The companies become possessive of their
Civic Action projects which creates a sense of unit responsibility for
a certain activity. There is an attitude of ever increasing and
expanding these activities. At present, some of the activities border
on geographic areas between secure and unsecure area. In these locations
Civic Actions have the capability'of touching Viet Cong oriented people
who can be swayed over to the GO,

The aircraft hits from enemy ground fire are increasing. The hits
are also becoming more acurate and striking the pilot compartment.
Several aircraft have been knocked down or damaged to preclude further
flight. Several hits have been experienced at 2500 feet;.bowever,
the morale and attitude of the crews have not been affected by
these hits.

Looking at the Army aviator of this Battalion as a whole, he is
an outstanding product. He is essentially combat arms experienced and
oriented, and recognizes the significance of Army Aviation in this war.
He is aggressive, proud of what he does, and intimately associated with
4e ground combat soldier. In fact, a mutual respect has developed that
no longer requires Army avi.tion to be sold. Its worth is deLionstrated
daily. The attitude that now prevails is "How can each task be accomplished
more effectively with greater destruction to the enemy?"

In the endeavor to exploit the offensive capability of 'the helicopter
this battalion has employed teargts dispensed from a helicopter in flight
over a likely avenue of approach into a helicopter landing zone. AI few minutes f.ft r this delivery, when the tear gas has time
to settle to the g'6und .nd force Viet Cbnd out of the* 'holes,

60-81mm mortar 'rounds were aropped in the same area from a helicopter.
Ground troops reported three kills by body count and took four prisoners
from the area. Experiments with dropping CBU's from a helicopter, and
the firing of the 20m cannons are also in progress.
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The offensive fire procedures, developed by the Battalion (Annex M,
145th Avn Bn SOP for Airmobile Operations) have been used on numerous
occasions with great success. During a quick reaction operation when this
Battalion supported the 5th IVN Division, this technique w:s used by
flying all available helicopters, troop carrier and armed, over a
designated area in the "Iron Triangle" to pursue by fire the reported
location of the withdrawing Viet Cong. No tactical air was available
for the operation and the target was too lucrative to pass-up. Ground
elements were not sent. into the area; therefore, the extent of damage
inflicted on the Viet Cong could not be determined. If the awesome sight
of the ground errupting under the helicopters from the fire of over 60
aircraft was any indication - damago was inevitable and extensive.

The pilot shortage in the unit periodically results in flyable
aircraft not being manned. A recent check reveals that this occurred on
17 occassions within a 15 day period. When looking at the overall pilot
strength the reason for this isn't evident. Each aircraft is flown
with a pilot and co-pilot, except for infrequent administrative type
missions. The crewchief then occupies the co-pilot seat. The problem
arises in the requirement to have a qualified aircraft commander in each
aircraft. This qualification is achieved only after having fulfilled
certain requirements of training, apprenticeship and then having been
checked by a standardization pilot. These qualifications can be lowered,
however this would invite an increase in accidents. Many pilots of this
Battalion fly over 120 hours each month. After 90 hours they are exz nined
by a flight surgeon cnd further flight is authorized by t he Battalion
Commander. Unit Commander's carefully observe pilots afber reaching the
90 hour level. A certain amount of the pilot shortage is attributed to
the non-flying duties that must be performed by pilots. Non-rated officers
can assume a number of these duties.

Additional emphasis must be given to the personnel management of
critical and specialized officer skills, especially in the area of
aircraft maintenance. The absence or shortage of qualified school
trained Aircraft Mintenance Officers has necessitated critical positions
to be filled by unskilled personnel or left vacant.

Present TO&E for Transportation Detachments (CHFM) and Service
Platoons of Airmobile Companies authorize one Captain IDS 64823 and one
Warrant Officer (rated) IUS 671C. These positions are now being filled
by Majors and Captains and a limited number of Warrant Officers, depending
on the availability of qualified aircraft maintenance trained personnel
to fill required vadancies.

To sustain daily Airmobile Operations, Aircraft Maintenance must
be kept at t he highest level of proficiency and emphasis must be continued
to obtain qualified maintenance supervisors. Therefore, validated
replacements to fill programmed vacancies for maintenance positions by
name, rank, and MOS should be disseminated down to Battalion level
sufficiently far in advance to preclude unqualified personnel being
required to fill the technical position of Aircraft Maintenance Officer
(MOS 64823) or Aircraft Maintenance Technician (671C).
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A certain amount of degradation of unit effectiveness resulted
from the rotation of officers between units of the Battalion and from
the infusion progrum with the ist Cay Division in an attempt to relieve
DROS humps. The company team then must be retrained, yet there is
never an opportuniV to stand-down to train this ten as a ihole, due
to operational commitments.

Aerial photos are vital to planning airmobile operations and the
Battalion does not have an organic aerial photographic section. Aerial
photos must be requested through Field Forces Victor G-2 Air Section,
which takes seven to fourteen days for processing. Since average planning
Uae for an airmobile operation is 24 to 72 hours, most operations are
conducted without aid of aerial photos. The assignment of an aerial photo
section to the Aviation Battalion would provide timely and adequate photc
coverage.

Each commander of this Battalion is being faced with an emerging
two-headed monster. The one head is operational. It has the sense of
urgency to get the tactical job acc plished. It is the ;ffdnsive spirit
and is combat oriented to exploit aviation to its limits in support of the
man on the ground. The other head is somewhat smaller at present but
appears to be perceptibly growing. It is the peacetime administrative
head and demands that the proper format and procedure is equally important
as combat*. It contends that both can be accomplished without one degrading
the other. This two-headed concept is best typified by the type of
flying performed by the Battalion. Accident prevention and safety,
natually is always practiced as a part of flying. However, there is
seldom even a fine line between an aircraft accident due to combat and
non-combat. Since mar of the missions performed are with single aircraft,
thp decision as to whether the combat head or the administrative head
rejigns uswlly falls on. the shoulder of a young Warrant Officer or
Junior Officer.
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FLIGHT CO.RDO1R8

=s Artillery Flight Corridor Clearance.

PISCUI8iQ0s Prior to each Battalion size airmobile combat assault, ooordi-
nates depicting the center line of the proposed flight eorridor are relayed to
hWSher headquarters for proper clearance* However, on numerous ocassion_
htse corridors were not properly cleared, thus resulting in some operati nal

delays and near misses. (Inclosure 3, Lppendix B).

OB8ERVATIO~: Forwarding flight corridor clearance requests to A.E, II Field

Forces Victor has reduced many of the previous problems encountered.

MULTIPLE IdYNDTh;G ZONES

I._ Combat ssaults into kultiple Landing Zones.

DICUSSIONs When conducting combat assaults into multiple landing zones oo-
ordinationa14 control is very difficult. Also, the requirqment for armed heli-
copter support is doubled or tripled in order to properly prepare the LZ(s).
(Inclosure 1, Appendix B).

BSERV,,IO: By utilizing the armed helicopter platoons from the IL companies
to help prepare the LZ's, simultaneous preparation may be accomplished. The
armed helicopters do not escort the troop carriers all the way back to the
staging area, but release them and pick them up at the R.P.

C47UTILILiJION

IT&A Utilization of CH-47 helicopters in conjunction with UH-lD troop carriers
on combcat assaults and extractions.

DISCUQS!Ol When conducting combat operations it is not feasible to combine
CH-47 helicopters and UH-ID troop carriers . Problem areas encountered ares
(Inclosure 3t iippendix C)

l. Lack of proper comaunications

2. Yneuvrability

3*. Vulnerability

4. Complexity of operating system

OBSERVTION: The CH-47 helicopter is ideally suited for rosupply missions,
arty displacement and heavy cargo carry after he initial introduction of com-
bat troops into the operational area. The repositioning of forces from one
secure area to another by CH-47 is feasible and desirable.
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rDE?4 Positioning troops near the operational area.

MYAUM On numerous occassions lhe.operational area was located a conside-
reble distance (40-50 Mn) from the staging area. Long turn arounds result be-
tween lifts, resulting in a higher risk for forces in the objective area, and
prolongs the duration of the conduct of the air movement phase.

OB§VaI0Ns Whenever possible, troops should be repositioned to a forward
intermediate staging area which will eleviate the lngi~, turn about time, there-
by achieving mass more quickly in the objective area, reducing risk and decreas-
ing the time toaccomplish the airmovement. If the intermediate staging area is
a prepared area, the repositioning should be accomplished by fixed wing aircraft
to conserve the more costly and critical helicopter.

MING ZOSELECTION

ITKa Requirements for Landing Zone Secection.

II3CUS6IONs In many instances, the landing zones selected by the ground elements
fwere not suitable for helicopter operations. Ground units are not coenizant of

obstacle restrictions, space requirements, angles of approach and departure
requirements. (Inclosure 5, A4ppendix C)

OB A4TION: It is mandatory that the ir Kission Commander (or representative)
and the Armobile Force Commander jointly reconnoiter the proposed landing
zone(s) in the same helicopter.

_A. Utilization of Special Weapons for Landing Zone Preparation.

DSCUbI0M The Viet Cong are known to carefully analyze the patterns of 'ur
airmobile assaults in order to devise countermeasures. In order to preolude
the stereotype landing zone preparation which so often preceeds the introduction
of combat troops into the operational are4, inovations must be devised in order
to gain surprise and deceive the enemy.

O ViL aONa Special weapoiw and varied delivery techniques have been used in
the landing zone prior to the introduction of combat troops. Their effective-
noss has been demonstrated by achieving enemy kills. ("nnexes N and P to 145th
.4viation Battalion SOP for Lirmobile Operations, ,ppendix E).

R~E 13LI0PM kESTRUS~

= Utilization of drmed Helicopters to conduct the LZ prestrike in place
of Tao 41r and Artillery.

MII In ordGr to eliminate the previously set pattern of lengthy LZ
preparation the teo7'aique should be varied in such a manner that a rapid de-
vasteting prestrike be conducted within 30 seconds of the first flight elements
arrival in the LZ. (Inclosure 8, ppendix C)
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. /ff&IONt The short, rapid, devL.stnting LZ preparation achieved maximum

surprise and.js recommnended when the situation will permit.

WHITE PHOSPHOROUS

IMi& Use of hite Phosphouous for LZ Preparation.

DISCUSSIONt Daring several landing zone preparations by Tactical iir and
Artillery, white phosphorous (WE) was used. This is very effective ordance
against ground troops and causes many casualties; however, it also acts as a
screening agent and severely hinderes the forward visibility of the approaching
helicopters.

OBSERVLTIONs White phosphorous should not be used when preparing an LZ -'or
the introduction of an airlobile force.

IgC."TION OF MIEELY FORCES

IM-dt Plarking locations of forward elements of Friendly Forces.

DlbCUSSIOhi During the conduct of airmobile assaults or extractions there is
a constant requirenient for the airborne command element to know the location of
the forward elements of friendly forces in order to safety direct gunships,
artillery or tactical air against enemy targets.

OBSER¥aIONs Training at company and battalion level must constantly emphasize

teohniques to use and responsiveness in marking locations.

O CTIAL PL]4 G

I. s Dissemination of Ground Ttctical Plan of Supported Unit.

DICb88IONs Prior to conducting an airmobile assault it is necessary that all
supporting units be throughly familiar with the aspects of the supported units
ground tactical plan. This must be accomplished so that immediate responsive
aviation su-;port is available to the ground commander during and after the
airmobile operation.

OBSEMVUTI Overlays of the supported units TOR, objectives, and direction
of movement must be provided to aviation units in, time to incorporate into
aviation unit briefings.

OFME1SE FIRE

__.L Fire Power Capability of UH-lD and -I.lB Helicopters.

DISCZUSIONs The offensive fire technique has been developed to strike known
or suspected enemy locations, deny the enemy certain areas, and seal off pos-
sible escape routes. It is a teohnique which directs all available fire power
of an airmobile task force into a specific location where enemy positions -re

known or suspected. The method of devastation is normally used is the departure
route from a landing zone. (annex Ii to .145th .ivn Bn 80P for .. irmobile Opera-
tions, A-ppendi 1).
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b Q This technique has been vory effective and has accounted for

Viet Cong confirmed Bi.

STA',GBG

ITEM Landing Zone Conditions Daring the "DRY" Season.

21SCU3SIO : The prevalQnce of hazardous dusty conditions during the dry sea-

son make operations in and around te troop pick-up sites very dangerous.
Ldditipnal precautions and safety measures must be taken to safeguard against
mid-air collisions and incidents which may very easily occur in this condi-
tion. (Inclosure 3, Lppendix B).

OBSHVATIOMs Additional personnel and equipment have been provided to prepare
adequate landing and staging areas. Recently, two major staging areas have
been improved j$fioient1 enougah to reduce this problem.

COYVEMGfTG ?LIQE EIZM!S

ITEha Converging of Flight Elements at the Intermediate Staging area.

DISCUSSIONs In the interest of saving time and Tel it has been found that

flight elements based at various locations are capable of flyng directly to the

intermediate staging area and linking up with the remainder of the airmobile
force. By. doing this, it has enabled early completion of the assigned mission.
(Inclosure ll, .ppendix C).

OBSRVAIONt This technique has proven very successful on several oocassions
and demonstrates that an airmobile task force can be rapidly assembled in
flight.

UNMNNOUNED IRXILLERY FE

ITEMS Unannounced irtillery and Mortor Fire along the Flight Routes.

DISCUSSIONs Unannounced artillery and mortcr fire in clo e proximity to pre-
viously cleared flight corridors is a continuous hazard to flight and causes
delays in the scheduled air movement* Even tr4ough prior coordination has been
affectedp a positive means of communication must be continuous between the
command and control helicopter and the artillery base firing into the area of
influence. (Inclosure 4, 4ppendix B).

OB§SEURION: Positive command emphasis has been placed on this matter and
two , viation Artillery Coordination Centers (CC) are in the process of be-
ing organized in III 4RVN Corps.

POST &U&CTIOI, SUM IO

IAi Suppressing the Pick Up Site "fter the Last Extraction.
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a After the last troops and equipment are lifted out of the pick up
area during the extraction operation the armadhelicopters provi-ing overhead
cover will expend their remaining ordnance in and around the extraction site*
All avenues of approach are thoroughly covered in order to preclude immediate
reocoupation by the Viet Cong. (Inclosure 5, Appendix B).

OBS§_V4IONI This technique has proven very effective and on one occassion
Tac Air was directed on Viet Cong observed exiting the area after tte amZ d
helicopters had completed the suppressive firing pass.

LOGISTIQ. L I-RESTOCK

I _Ms Iogistical Prestock Points Stategically Located with III LRVN Corps.

DISCUSSIONs To preclude the possibility of having to transport aviation fuel
and amLunition to remote operational areas, various prestook points have been
strategically located at ARVN installations throughout III ARVN Corps. Until
recently, availability of aviation fuel and ammunition has been no problem;
however, with the introduction of additional U.S. Lrqr elements into III aRVN
Corps, these prestock points are slowly being eliminated through misusage.

&; 0B URVATIONI U.S. ,viation Forces, other than this Battalion, staging from
III LRVN Corps airfields where prestock points are located must affect coordi-
nation with III MRVN Corps prior to their usage. Prestock should only be
utilized as a last resort.

W1 COUNICMICNS

ITEMS FM Radio Interference,

DISCUSSION Dae to the increased number of US elements in RVN it is virtually
impossible to communicate on W frequencies without being blocked out by either
RVN or U.S. JAt the present time units are having to share frequencies due to
the limited FM frequencies available.

OBSEVATIONs Each airmobile battalion and company must have its own tactical
frequency whether it be FM or VHF.
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE 145th Aviation Battalion
No. 6 Dien Hoap RYN

15 xapch 1966

BATTALION OPERATION4S CENTER

1. OENRA.L s

a, Referencess References and guidance for Battalion Operations
Center activity are outlined in appropriate Arny, MACV, USARV, let (US) Inf
Div, III Corps, and 345th Aviation Battalion directives, regulations, cir-
culars training memorandums and statnding operating procedures.

b. Purpose; To establish policie and procedures which will fac-
ilitate the smooth and uniterrupted functioning of the Battalion Operations
Center.

c. Missiont To receive and coordinate all tactical and admin-
istrative aviation support requirments dissiminated to the Battalion by the
Army Aviation Division of Field iorce, Vietnam II or the 173rd Airborne
Brigade and III ARVN Corps, supported Units.

d. "Definitions and Abbreviations:

(1) Flyable Aircraft - Aircraft in a flying status, which
do not meet the criteria of mission ready aircraft. Included in this cate-
gory are aircraft which have mission essential equipment either removed or
inoperable. Also included as flyable but not mission ready are those air-
craft requiring test flights, operational checks, etc.

(2) Mission Ready Aircraft - kircrett immediately available
for mission deployment with all mission essential equipment installed and
fully operational, including Crew.

(3) Aircraft Available for Corittment - The aircraft shown
in a mission ready posture capable of being aoitted Inmnediately in response
to aviation requirements from higher headquarters. (Note - This does not
include the Aviation Battalion Command and Control Aircrafts staff aircraf',,
maintenance aircraft and aircraft requited by the omanies to NIMfill
training requirements in order to maintain a high state of profiolenqr),

(4) Committed Aircraft - Those aircraft that are active3y
performing missions assigned by 12th Aviation Group A.D or III Corps.

(5) Air .lert- Those aircraft conmitted in support of higher
headquarters will continually monitor CAVt41 Center frequency and/,r
battalion control frequency in order to rapidly react to an lmediate recall%
or aircraft will be placed on station in the air to be responsive and oover
a particular operation.



(6) Ramp Alert- Aircraft with all components fully operable
in a mission ready posture and an entire fliht crew ready to react
5 minutes.

(7) Villa Alert-Aviation Personnel in a mission ready posture
and capable of reacting to any emergency within 30 minutes, Aircraft must
be available and ready on the ramp.

(8) High Voltage-Indicates that an emergency exists in the III
Corps Tactical Zone. Designated aircraft will termiate the assigned mission

as rapidly as possible and proceed with maximumspeed to the assigned area,
refuel, arm, and line up by ccmp ar element as indicated in the Battalion Air-
mobile SOP,

(?) AAE- Arov Aviation Element.

(10) AAD-Army AviatIon Division.

(11) AAW-Army Aviation Liaison Officer.

(12) AA0S-A Aviation Operations Center.

(13) BOC-Battalion Operations Clnter.

(14) COC-Combat Operations Center.

(15) DAC-Departure Airfield Control Officer

(16) DTOC-Division Tactical Operations Center

(17) OPREP- 5-Operational Report Number 5

(18) RDOPS-Unit Readiness Report

(19) TOC-Tactical Operations Center

2. ORGANIZATION: The Battalion Operations Center is staffed with seven
pprsonnel; the OIC (Assistant Division Avi4tion Officer (Major), three Duty
Officers (Assistant Division Liaison Officers) (Captains4 one Operations

Coordinator (Sp-4), and three Division Liaison Team Sergeants.

3. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

a. OIC, BOc-The OI, BOC is directly responsible to the Battalion
S-3 for all matters pertaining to daily battalion aviation support require-
ments. The OIC, BOC is also the head of the Battalion Liaison Section.

Duties of the OIC, B0 include:

(1) Supervising the daily mission scheduling and activities of
the Duty Officer.
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(2) Advising the ! th Aviation Group AAD and III Corps AAE of
battalion assets and capabilities.

(3) Insuring the equal and consistent assignement of missions
to subordinate units commensurate with the units capability nnd the prevail-
ing tactical and operational situations.

(4) Supervising the preparation of all outgoing communications as
required. (Reports, NOTANS, explanatory directive, etc.).

(5) Coordinating battalion +actical operations with other mission
requirements.

(6) Maintaining a current and thorough knowledge of aircraft
requirements pertinent to 173rd Airborne Brigade, III Corps, 145th Avn Bn and
other units as directed by FF-V II, AAD.

(7) Supervising the administrative performance of the Pathfinder,
Section (Provisional).

(8) Supervising the functions of the Operations Coorldinator to
insure the adequacy and preparedness of BOC administration and files.

(9) Updating all reports, report formats, and reporting procedures
as required.

(10) Insuring the smooth, continuous operation of BOC around the
clock.

(11) Advising the S-3 of current changes or requirements appli-
cable to, and affecting the operations of, BOC.

b. Pathfinder Detachment Comnander (Provisional): The pathfinder
Detachment Commander (Provisional)rorks under the supervision of, and main-

V.. tains close coordination with, the OIC, BOO. He is directly responsible to
the S-3 for the performance of pathfinder operations but under the admin-

strative supermsion of the OIC, BO for day7 to day routine operations. During
the conduct of tactical operations, the Pathfinde 'Detachment will be employed
as an integral part of the Battalion Command and iontrol Group. Duties of
the Pathfinder Detachment Commander are:

(1) Advance Coordination with the S-3, 145th Ovn Bn, to determine
aircraft employment, staging and operational areas, elements to be airlifted

and all specific information tertinent to the planned operation.

(2) Preparation of detailed staging diagrams.

(3) Liaison with a ground representative of the elements to be
airlifted.



(4) Preparation of the staging area with lights, snoke, radio
assistance and pathfinder personnel as required.

(5) Organization of troops in the loading zone.

(6) Advising the S-3 and Battalion flight elements of the tact-
ical situation prevailing in unsecure field locations (extraction -staging -
sites), approach and departure routes, enem information, weather and any

other information about unforseen contingencies which may develop.

(7) Maintaining pathfinder equipement in a high state of read-
iness and repair. (Annex j.

c. EOC Duty Officer: To provide continuous and expedient aviation
support a Duty Officer is required to be on duty in the Battalion Operations
Center twenty-four hours a day. In order to accomplish this, three (3) Duty
Officers are utilized, each ftilfiUing a twenty-four hour duty tour comencing

2 at 1200 hours daily. His duties are:

(1) Advising 12th Avn Gp AAD and VE at III Corps of battalion
capabilities (aircraft availability).

(2) Maintaining appropriate records and status daily as required.

(3) Accepting and consolidating operational reports fran units
within the battalion and preparing battalion reports for forwarding as required.

(4) Recording and assigning all missions received from the III
Corps AAE, 173rd Airborne Brigade and AAD of FFPII.

(5) Monitoring the progress of individual missions and the
location of all battalion aircraft at all times.

(6) Initiating action on downed or missing aircraft.

(7) Maintain the S-3 Daily Staff Journal.

(8) Maintain BOC Situation Yap of current ground operations,
naval gunfire, downed aircraft locations, etc.

d. Operations Coordinator: The Operations Coordinator will:

(1) Prepare all reports and stencils and initiate distribution
of required reports to higher headquarters.

(2) Keep all files up to date.

(3) Mantain flight records of rated Officers and Warrant
Officers assigned to Headquarters, 145th Aviation Battalion.

(4) Maintain expendables and office equipent as required.

I



(5)' Maintain all equipment receipted to the BOC Section.

(6) Assist the Duty Officer in office functions.

4. SUPPORT REQUEST CHANNELS: The 145th Aviation Battalion is assined to
12th Aviation Group. However, the battalion assets will be committed in direct
support of the III ARVN Corps and the 173rd. Airborne Brigade. Should aviation
requirements occur for units other than III ARVN Corps and the 173rd Airborne
Brigade, 12t# Aviation Group will establish priorities as directed by FF-VII.

a. 12th Aviation Group AAD: Should an aviation requirement exist
in III f.RVN Corps or the 173rd Airborne Brigades Tactical Area ofi espons-
ibility which is beyond the assets of the 145th Aviation Battalion, a request
for additional aviation support will be forwarded to 12th Aviation Group AAD.
The decision for the requested aviation support will be made by 12th Aviation
Group AAD. Normally the 145th Aviation Battalion S-3 will coordinate the
aviation requirements with the BOC Duty Officer.

b. III Corps Missions: Mission. requ6sts from the II Corps IME
are telephonically transmitted to BOC daily. The requests are for both the
III ARVN Corps Divisions (5th, 1.0th and 25th) and the 173rd Airborne Brigade.
They will be fulfilled with the available aircraft from the battalion providing
12th kviation Group AO does not have higher priority aviation requirements
for the battalion. Should aviation requirements from both a&gncies exceed the
available assets, 12th Aviation Group AAD will have priority over III Corps
mission requests.

. MACV Missions: The 145th Aviation Battalion does not fall under
the operational control of MACV (AAOS). Should a requirement exist to fulfill
a MACV request, the mission will be forwarded to 12th Aviation Group .1D who
in turn will determine which aviation battalion will fulfill the mission.

d. 145th Aviation Battalion Missions: Aviation requirements of a
tactical nature for the battalion will be planned, coordinated, conducted and
controlled by the kir Mission Commander or his delegated representative. All
requirements to support the 145th Aviation Battalion, (ie: training, staff,
courier, etc.) will be fulfilled without jeapordizing III Corps or the 173rd
Airborne Brigade aviation requests.

5. MISSION SCHEDULING:

a. Availability Forecast: Prior to 1430 hours daily, a forecasted
report of aircraft availability for the following day will be renderd to BOC
by the companies within the battalion. This forecast report in turn will be
forwarded to 12th Aviation Group AD and III Corps A% prior to 1500 hours
where it is used to plan the following days aviation requirements. All III
Corps requests will be submitted to BOC by the III Corps 0E. Should the re-
quirement exist to support 12th Aviation Group AID committments, this will
take priority over III Corps requests. In order to troperly distribute the
missions to the individual Mission Sheets are utilized (Anne A and



b. Receiving and Assigning Missions: Mission requests from III
Corps and 12th Aviation Group '10 will be recorded on the Master Mission Sheet.
After receipt of these missions, thq will be recorded by type aircraft and
disseminated to the companies on the individual mission sheet (Annex B).
After submission, the Master Mission Sheet and the Individual mission sheets
are placed in the appropriate binder arid maintained for ready reference through-
out the tour of duty. All changes to previously scheduled missions will be
recorded on both the Master Mission Sheet and Individual Mission Sheet.

c. Recording and Filing Missions: Copies of the Mater Mission
Sheet will be prepared in duplicate and made available to the Battalion Commander
and S-3 prior to 0830 hours daily. At the close of the days the Master Mission
Sheet and individual mission sheet work copies will be consolidated, filed and
retained for a period of thirty dqys.

6. REPORTS:

a. Daily Staff Journal (DA Form 1594): The completed Journal, which
is the official record of actions and communications, will be submitted to S-3j,
345th Xvn Bn no later than e80 hours daily. This report will reflect a twenty-
four hour period from 0700-to 0700 daily. Upon completion of review this form
is teturnod to DOC and placed under confidential cover for perganent retention.

(Annex C ).

b. 145th Aviation Battalion Aircraft Ccmittment Report (145th Anm
Bn Form )& The daily status of all assigned aircraft by unit and type in
support of III ARVN Ccrps, 173rd Abn Bde, MACV and the 145th Avn Bn is shown
on this report. It is the responsibility of the BCJ Duty O(fficer to prepare
this report prior to 0830 each morning The report is :confidential, marked
accordingly, prepared in triplicate and distributed as follows:

(1) Original - Battalion Comander.

(2) Copy - Battalion S-3.

(3) Cow - File.
-he file cow is retained in DOC for a period of thirty days after which it is
destroyed. (Annex D .

c. OPREP-5 (Daily; Results and ighlihts): A daily report sumitted
to agencies as indicated below. The report is a narrative of the previous
day's aviation highlights. It details company sized or larger operations# etc@
A negative report, if appropriate, is required. The text of the report is
prepared by the OIC BC by 0900 hours daily and forwarded to the S-3 for review
and approval. (Annex _.,). After action has been taken by the S-), the re-
port is distributed as follows:

(1) Original - Cbasnding Offiper, 12&h An Orp (S-3) AVAW-SO

(2) Cop - CommanAing General, USART AT!N: AVAv

(3) Cor - CoMAnding Oweral, FV II ATTN: AAZ-TOC

(4) Cow~ - -5

(5) Coy 'W le3
32A



d. Sorties and Hours Flivn in Support of Coabat Operation (145th
Avn Bn Fore 8) t Used whenever the 145th Avw Bn is involved in providing
prolonged aviation support to either US or 7N ground forces. Also iimented
at the specific request of the S-3 to provide necessary documentation for the
preparation of other related reports and statistics maintined by S-3. The
required informtion contained in this report will be forwarded from the comn-
panies to BOC at the close of each day's flying activity. The WCC Duty Officer
will record the information on 145th Avn Bn fon 8. This report will be attach-
ed to the. BOC copy of the daily ¢P3LP -5 and made available upon request.
(Annex F ).

e. OPREP-5 Report (Weekly): This is a comprehensive and detailed
swmary of all aviation activities from all units within the battalion which
occured in the space of one week. It is coupiled every Thursday evening by
the BOC Duty Officer who receives the necessary informtion from the individul
units within the battalion. The report is broken down into four sectiorm; two
for fixed wing aircraft, one for rotary wing aircraft, and one which applies to
both. Final preparation is completed the following morning and, after review
by the S-3, the report is telephonically sdmittt-d to. 12th vn Grp (Annexj .
Distribution of the report is as follows:

(1) Original - 12th Grp (AA)(Action)

(2) CoW - III Corps (Info)

(3) Cow - 145th Ay n S-3 (Info)

(4) Copy - File (Infc)

The file copy in retained for a period of one year.

f. 95-5 Checklist (145th kn an F7m 7): This report is rwqsired
only when a unit of the battalion is placed in support of an operation the
145th Avn Ai is otheorise not supporting. The form proiee the battaloa
headqturters with information regarding the muber of aircraft inrolved, area
of operations, unit to be supported, etc. It will be sutmitte4 by the unit
Livolved as soon as the necessary information becmee available. (Annex _V.

g. Downed Aircraft Report (USAN Foam 195) All information con-
tained on this report is telephoned to BOC by tb6 unit Inovmed '

U pon receipt of this information it will be distributed to the ageies list-
ed at the top of the form. (Annex . .

h. Unsatisfactory ission Report (145th Avn Bn Form 3): If, d ring
the condoct of an aviation suppert mission, it is felt that aicraft 4t1,i-
nation was not proper, this forn should be ocapleted and forwarded to WC
within twenty-four hours of the niutilizaton iriident. It is the aircaft
(Itsion) Commander's responAbility to file the report with his unit opert-
Ions officer who will In turn forward it to BaCjt he report Ql be flormad
by 99C to the 3-3 for frther action. (Annmi .. L.

/



. REDOPS Report: The REDOPS Report is a daily report required
by CG, FF-VII. It provides FF-VII and higher headquarters with essential
information necessary to exercise command and operational control. Essenti-
aLly, the report reflects the operational readiness of a unit based upon
three criteria; personnel, major items of authoried equipment on hand (air-
craft), and major items of equipnent operationally ready. A master copy of
the report is maintained in BOC and at FF-VII COC. Since the report is a
status-type report, chariges by line item only are required. The companies
will phone tte changes to BOC by line number every evening prior to 22D0 hotrs.
The Duty Officer will record the changes on the master copy (on acetate) and
relay the cbnsolidated" reports to FF-VII COC between 2300 hours and 0200 hours
daily. In addition to recording the changes on acetate, the Duty Officer will
record changes on the Daily Journal (DA Form 1594) for permanent record (Annex

K).

7. SPECIAL PROCEDURES:

a, Downed or Missing Aircraft: All rescue and recovery operations
,4. involving downed 145th Avn Bn aircraft will be coordinated th'ough 145th Amvn

BOC. For this purpose, BOC will schedule daily emergency standby aircraft to
be available for immediate reaction to any notification of aircraft in distress.
Although primarily concerned with 145th Avn Bn aircraft, BOC will remain pre-
pared to react to any downed aircraft emergency which may arise in the III
Corps area. This includes augnenting USAF Rescue Facilities with fireteam es-
cort if requested. In coping with emergencies of this nature, it should be
remembered that the rapid arrival of rescue and/or aircover aircraft at the
scene will often datermineCth sucdesftul recovery of crew members. Therefore,
minutes will not be wasted determining who goes after whom. The following
steps will be taken on notification of downed aircraft:

(1) Assemble emergency aircraft with armed escort.

(2) Notify aero-medical evacuation facilities, if necessary.

(3) Coordinate with III Corps a to obtain TAC USAF aircraft
for overhead cover.

(4) Coordinate with III Corps AE to provide security of the
site with ground forces, if necessary.

(5) Notify designated organizations of all known information.

(6) Notify Capitol Center and request arW additional assistance
required.

(7) Contact 56th Transportation Company for reoovery CH-47
Heilcopter support (as required).

b. Aero-medical Evacuation: All medical evacuation requests will
normally be processed through III Corps TOC. However, in many instances BOC
will be required to effect necessary action. Should this occur, notify the
97th Medical Detactuont; teiophnne AD 4l21. The pras'w 1'aemdical evacu-
ation ar as follows:



(1) Urgent - Casualty must be removed imediately,.

(2) Priority - Casualty must be removed within twenty-four hours.

(3) Routine - Casualty must be removed within seventy-two hours.

c. Alert Plans: In accordance with current plans, BOO will serve to
mintain coordination and collect operational status reports for the CO, 145th
Avn Bn. During alerts, (practice or actual) the Duty Officer remains at the
desk and maintain ccmunications with .higher headquarters and subordinate units.
He records all actions taken in the journal to include the status reports which
will be called in to DOC by the subordinate units.

(1) During duty hours: The Duty Officer will receive instructions
from the 3-3 or the OIC, BOC.

(2) After duty hours: The Duty Officer will receive notification
of the alert from the Officer-of-the-Day. He will then notify the S-3 and the
OIC, BOC, and subordinate units in that order. (The off-duty OC personnel will
only be notified in the case of an actual alert).'

d. Naval Gunfire: Within III Corps Tactical Area of Responsibility
several different coastal areas have been designated as Naval Gungire Areas.
It is the responsibility of 12th Aviation Group AAD to notify this headquarters t
when naval gunfire is underway. The BOC Duty Officer will in turn notify all
companies within the battalion of the naval gunfire location. (All areas are
listed on the situation map and numbered. When calling naval gunfire to the

surborinate units the number reference system will be used).

8. CONUNICATIONS:

a. Hot Lines: 145th Comso Section will maintain communications with
all subordinate units. In addition, Hot Lines will be maintained to 12th Avn
Grp AAD, III Corps TOC, Capitol Canter and other agencies and facilities as
may become necessary.

b. 125th AMV (Captiol Center): The fliht following system currently
in effect will be utilized to provide communications with aircraft on missions
and to augment coordination of operational requirmnts. The direct line to
Capitol Center will be maintained for this pwpose.

o. Class "A" Telephone: The Class "A, and /or comercial telehone
sstem will be used to aument commications as necessary. However, it should

be kept in mind that this system is both insecure and umreliable, and that Mxi-
mum use of the Hot Line system is prefewd. When the Class "A" ;hone must be
used in connection with an mergency (downed aircraft, etc.) + he operator will
be so informed and a priority will be granted.

i! JOGST
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11, Armg A-Master Mission Sheet

2. Anne B-Individua1 miss ion Sheet
3. Ane C-DaXY Staff Journal
4. AnnMex D-Arcraft Comuittment Report
5. !Arm E-OPRM 5 (Daily)
6. Anne r-Wrties and Hours Flown in SupPort of Operation$

1< 7. Annx G-O P 5 (Weekl)
8. Annex H-95-5 (%eclit
9. Annex I-Downed Aircraft Report

10. Annex JUnsatisfaCtOrY Mission Report
U. AnnU x K-UDWDOS Report
12. Arex 1,Pathfinder Squiptent
13. Unex Z-Distribution
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Ann~ "A"(iter M18510 Shoot) '.o 14WL lviation -,.tttjfofi 3op -,0 6
III Corpe UH-1 XMSIONI FmOU [
36. ibertonM StU db . . .. ... .. . _

2. Corps D.S.A.

3. 2 _ _._-9 k. D. sa A, . . ......

4. CO !&th vn Bn.

5. X SA

6. iO. S.A

7. 25M S.A.

8. DONO NAI S.A.

9. C-3 S.F.

10. PaWr # 1

11. PsZar# 2

12.

13. 51X # 2-

14. WX# 3

15. 5.4-

16. 5' #5

17. 1OXX 2

1s. M~#

19. .10= #4

20. 1OXXI

22. 25U# 3
i 22. 2 1XI3

23. 2 , .

24. &aU .. .

25. ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

26. C-3#3

27. C-3 f 4-

37
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COFIDEII
(When Completed)

III CORPS UH-1 XMISIONS FOR_ _....

28. Chag1ian J 1

29. Chaplian 2 2

30. G-1

31. G-2

33. G-

34. -5

j ( 35. &-gineer

36. Chem.cal

37. A Y . .... ..

+ 38, Signal+

39. P2F/f

,..

l. NP Advisor

42. Marines

43. US AF- t (
44. N.G.F.

45. ,G-1 Mail .ft

46. Rayer GrouD

47.

48.

t 49.

50.

39
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COUDTL
(When Ccuplted)

III COWES UH-1B (A) MISSIONS FOR_____
Date

1. III Coras uEwr&2ngZL. Po? To

2. LI~ahtnM 4Ai T

3. 1110 GoE DOW NAI L. F. T.

4~a. Psjv~r Iesort # 1

4~b, Pufi~arEscort#2

A, LI?

.T

6. m.?

b. LI?

C. TI?

6

b. TIT

d. Li?

b.LIfp



CONIMNTIAL (the.n Completed)
2a

f . H-F?

b. IF?

d. LF?---

e. IPT

f.t LFT

do HF?

e. HFT

f,. HF?

]0. a.Mt

b. Pltaon

j d. Platoon

f. Platoon

OHIMMAL (When Completed)



COIFIwTIAL (When Completed)

MI CORPS FUEMD WMN 3 MISSIONS FOR____

1. G- __ __ _ __ _ __ __ _ __ _

2Z G-L! 2__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

3. Naval ft Fire

4. G-2 1

7.

9.
9. - . ni___ _i ___ _nn _ ___n_ __ ___I_ __ __ _n ___ __ __ __

10.

11.

12. T

13.

14.

15 .
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Annexr "B"C1jdivi4ua1 Mission &64et) To 30~th Aviatios ftttaUM W 8 , 6

RFA~ALL_____________A/C TAIL NWBR___________

MSN tAUMBM~ _________DAE___________

NO & TY.P., A/C TJH,-lD UH-lB(A) UH-1B____

RUQUESTIG AGDIC:

m.I- 15TH STAFF_____________

MISSION iL&CEIVED BY:_________________________

(Units Opis Rep. -Time)

AIRCRAFT REPORT TO: (Location) (Begining -Release Tijm)

AIRCRAFT COMK4N!UR REORT TO:___________________
MIdividul or Office)

MISSION CHIVNGES: _________________

R&LAtKS AND SPECZ INSiRUCTIONS:___________________

OFFICAL JOOST

WAORMN Lt I Col

3-3
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UT TMtPE./jc

68th 
U-r

Ovn Co UH-1B (A)__

UH-ID
328th
Avn Co UH-JEB (A)__

-I- - -m- - -

£ J~~H-4B (A)__- -- ---

197th
Avn G Hl

UH-1D

A4/5Olst UH-13 (A) --- -- ---

Avn Bn

74th O-3F
kvm Co

120th
Avr Co U~i-1B ---- - -

UH-].B (A)

2/171st - - - -

OvnCo SR

(145TH AVN 104 P014 4 D'TED 3 NOA 66, RVISM)

OiFIIAL: JC)OST

/ 3HK Lt Col
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Annex 1t7" (Sorties and Hours Flown in Support of Operations) To 145th Arlation
Battalion OOPNo. 6
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(14an comp ted) OPREP 5 (V U OF __TO 19..9 .
SECTION III REcoN (Fixed wing ouly)

N-i NUMZR OF SORTIES BY TYPE AIRRAFT FUNCTION4

e -- - - --- ----

A B a D EjF G H 1
P2 VIS PHOTO INFRA SLER~ UTF/ FAC OTHER TOTAL

-CTnCN RED - , EEC -(SPECIFY)-

. i-'- --- - - ..-- -- -

SECTION V ( Helicopter)

N-i NUB OF TASKS .,D SORTIES BY TYPE AI1 IA7T BY FUNCTION.

TY A1M) C4A CO4B:.T LOGISTIC LOISI COQ AD & SAR

-t ---

S- - -__

- - ~N-i CONTINUD

Z U61

:T > ' - l  --- - .. _.

I I' Ru LwII ICII
SECTN ST S. A T Spe"l Men)

CMJ - - - - OVER " TOTS P -

CGO -C -G -AIO WE (SEIY -

STIO DA HiSTt

N-1 TOTAL OF TASKS SAB

ACT. I -H'ELf 7C 5O To I 1CAUA4X
US~V FM( 65 4 Jn 6) (evied) OONt~fTTIL (he Copletd



TaR AINNG MAINT AW~AN LIAISON OTHER TOMA

-, --M -...-.-.

-- 6 - - -

.9. U6.

.CV2. - . -

TIPS NR FOSS WITAJ TTAL HOUJ9
ACFT______ _ _ _ _ _ -

- -;

2-9 0. H54~ 2_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _t - oQH37_____ ___________

N-3S LMRF STAT STA

-L3.s ALMi __-F---

-Aa-

-. - - - -



AP 67-

UNSTI2FLQTOTff MISSION ILIOUT

(A) DATE

(B) UNIT WMKNG RlPOT_____________________

(C) I4UH9 AND TYPE A/C_____________________

(D) A/C GMDR, P1MTXo LGTM

(E) UNIT SUPPOfTD_____________________

(F) SCHEDULED MORTIRG T10 AND PLE______________

(G) ,CTUQJ rMEPOIZZTI TLE____________________

(H) M~E IM"T 1AED____________________________

(I) TOMA FLYING HOURS____________________

(.J) MIS' ION (INCLUDE V.SN NUMM~)________________

(K) WAS/WKIE A/C or FlUE TE.'M TXIEWD UPON !UMIVA_______

(L) P-toALMS ENOUNTE±ME ON Y'ISSION (9ZE SPE JFIC__________

(N) 1rMG3NATIONS FOR INU!DM__________________



.iw.ex "K" (REDOPS Report) To 145 Aviation Battalion SOP No. 6
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ITN( SIU T ,IM

108050 Decontminsting Apparatus Portable 14 Qt 2 . 2
108171 Dectector, Kit Chemical Agent VCH 1 1
222752 Compass, Magnetic Lensatic 1.58

In. Dia. Card 15 12
232940 Flashli4t, Plastic right aW.e 2 cell

miniature flange Imp vaterproof 15 12
231941 Flaahligbt, Platic baton TY 2 cell

miniature flange Imp waterproof 22 16
24909300 Light Set, marker landing & drop sone 4 4
259900 Protractor, Semiciro plastic 6 in dia

1-2 deg grad 2 2
401248 Binocular, 6o00 military reticle 3 3
9469600 Rifle, 5.56 IN 16 - E - 1 15 12
45712.D Trailer, amphaibious Carp 1/4 ton 2 wheel 1 1
457190 Trailer, Cargo 3/4 ton 2 wheel 1 1
461790 TRUCKj, Utility 1/4 ton 4x4 '1 1
460080 TRCK, carpo3/4 tonI4x v/wi 1 1
46580 Watch, wrist, grade lT 15 12
529100 Gogglesi, sun 2 plastic lens I colorless

I polarised green 15 12
450500 Panel, marker aerial liasion nylon 6 ft

long 2 ft wide 62 62
605470 Beacon, O/CBX - 1 AN/CBX-1 4 4
609625 Charger, radiac detector FP/1578/PD 2 2
634670 Radiam jter, D1-9/Wl) 15 32
634675 Repair kit, tentage 5 6 6
63100 Radio set, , - 53 2 2
660060 Reel, equipment D-1 2 2
6650MD Signal lmp, equiptent SE-1 10 10
668160 Reil, Cable dr-8 2 2
678260 Telephone set, TA-312/PT 4 4
697639 Wind measuring sets AN,/H - 3 10 10
6M890 Wire, vd-i/Tr NX 306/G 6 6
698535 Splici ng kit, telephone cable MK-356/G 1 1
960010 Antenna, AR-791 4 4

OwiCIALs JO0ST
LtCol
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Amm Z (Distribution) To 145th Aviation Bfttalion SOP No. 6
'i Distributions

1 each Ccmpn, 145th Aviation Battalion
1 S-3, 145th Aviation Battalion
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145TH AvIATION BATTALION
4.PO San Francisoo 96307

AVAW-FC2 F'ebruary 1966

SUBJECTs After Action Report, 145th Aviation Battalion Operations 82-659
82-65AA, and 2-66

TO, Commanding General, 1st Infantry Division, APO San Francisco
96345

Commanding 0ffioer, 12th Aviation Group, APO San Francisco
96307

Senior Advisor, ITI Corps, AP San Francisco 96227

G 1.l TASK ORGANIZA~TIONs

a. Battalion Headquarters,

145th Aviation Battalion Commnand and Control Helicopter
74th Aviation Company

197th Aviation CompanyH

b. let Flight Elements A Company, 501st Aviation Battalions

11 UH-ID Helico-ters
5 UH-IB (Ahned Helicopters
1 UH-IB (Maint) Helicopter

0. 2nd Flight Elements A Ccipamy, 82nd Aviation Battalions

11 UH-13D Helicopters
5 UR-IB (Amed) Helicopters
I Mi-lB (Maint) Helicopter

do 3rd MIihih Eleents 116th Aviation Companys

12 UH-lD Helioo tore
5 M-I) (Azod) Helicopters
1 U-IB (Maint) Helicopter

e. 4th Flit Element,# 118th Aviation ComparQ'

10 H-ID Helioopters
5 UH-lB =Axod) Helicopters
1 UH.IB (Maint) Helicopter

/ltefr jB



f. 5th 1light Elements A Company, 1st Aviation Battalions

11 UH-lD Helicopters
5 1i-1B (Armed Helicopters
1 UH-iB (Maint) Helicopter

g. Support Element:

145th Aviation 3attalion Communications Section

145th Aviation Battalion Pathfinder Detachment

145th Aviation Battalion POL Section
56th Transportation Company (-)
57th Medical Detac,""ent (Air Ambulance) (-)

2. MISSION# The 145th Aviation Battalion provicDd air movement, armed
helicopters, radio relay, and surveillance support to the 173rd (US) Airborne
Brigade for ground convoy covean- aiz movement to a forward staging
site, (LZ WHIS9EY, vicinity c0 _Bao Tri co din'tes XT 545048) for three
Battalions (ist Battalion Royal Aust lian Regiment, and the lt and 2nd
Battalions of the 503rd Airborne Inf4 ry); thereafter, conducted three
airmobile combat assaults intL biree - nding zone~t LZ VODL (ccordinates
XT 450008) with the 1/503 Infantry, LZ SCOTCH (coo: ,dinates XT 485042) with
the I/ , LZ WIUE (coordinat, s XS 53596 ':) with thk 2/50, Infantry berinning
010630 January 1966; and prepared to 'if". a reaction force into desipated
LZ' s within three hours.

3. SMZ"RY OF OPERATIONS:

a. 1-2 Jan 66

(1) The 145th Aviation >i ttali vn supported tis operation in
four phases,

PdASE Is The 145th Aviation Battalion (Rein.V) assembled trocT)
carriers, armed helicopters, and the necessary Command and Control element
at the Dien Hoa staging area (SNAEPIT) uder the hours of darkness for
final briefing and organizat.ion for combat.

PHASE II The initial air movement consisted of a repositioning
of three battalions of the 173rd (US) Airborne Brigade to LZ WHISCY. The
landing zone was secured by elements of the 25th ARVN Division and +') landings
were unopposed and without incident.

PHASE III The 145th Lviation Battalion executed two comoat
assaults into LZ VODKA. The lot attalion, 503rd Airborne Infantry, was
lifted from LZ WHISKEY into IZ VODKA and prmsented n. major droblems.



Initial identification of the landing zone was difficult due to the numerous
canals, pineqpple g roves, and similar looking rice paddies in the area. Lia t
sniper fire was received by all flight elements during approaches and departures
to LZ VODKA. This landing zone had been prepared for the combat asselt with
friendly artillery, tactical air, and armed helicopters. Phase III continued
with 2 combat assaults into LZ SCOTCH with the 1st Battalion, Royal Australian
Regiment. These combat assaults were executed smoothly with no ground fire
being received, Friendly artillery prepared LZ SCOTC for 10 minutes; however,
the fire was ineffective as it did not strike around the peiphery of the LZ.
Most of the rounds fell at least 400 meters southwest of b intended targot.
During this phase of the operation 5 troop carriers were dispatched back to
LZ WHISKEY to airlift 50 additional troops to LZ VODAs. This was aborted,
however, due to insufficient fuel remaining to orbit while artillery units
completed a firing mission in the vicinity of the landing zone. Armed
helicopters of the 197th Aviation Company supported ground elements of the
lst Battalion, 503rd Airborne Infantry durrg their ground attack on enemy
positions after their combat assault landing. Troop carriers were defueled
to 1100 lbs due to density altitude and to allow a sufficient aircraft handling
safety margin.

PHASE IM: The 145th Aviation Battalion continued the operation
on 2 January 1966 by airlifting the 2nd Battalions 503rd Airborne Infantry
from LZ WHISKEY into LZ WINE beginning 020800 January 1966. During the first
combat assault into LZ WINE modetate automatic weapons and small arms fire
waa received by all flight elements. In order to lesson the exposure of the
flight elements to the hostile fire the landing direction was changed for
the second lift. This allowed tactical air to continue strikes against enemy
positions on the immediate southern periphery of the landing zone. One aircraftfrom the 116th Aviation Company received hits from hostile fire and ong door
gunner was wounded., The 197th Aviation Compants armed aircraft remained on
station providing overhead cover and assisting the gound commander as required.

SAM= Or EVE S

010615 Jan 66 Final Briefing
0600 145th Avn Bn (llief) closed SILUP
0700 145th Avn Dn (Reinf) departed SN-WKEPM
0720 lst Landing LZ WHISKEY l/03)
0805 2nd Landing LZ WHISIr (1/503)
0830-0915 145th Avn Dn refuel~d and departed Dien Boa
0935 3rd Landing, LZ WHISY ( 1/ )
1020 4th Landing, LZ WVHISKEY (1/BAR)
1045-1130 145th Avn Dn refueled and departed LZ WHISKEY
1150 5th Landing, LZ WHISY (2/503)
1240 6th Landing, LZ 1WHISEPT 2503)
1300-1345 145th Avn Bn refueled and departed Dien Hoa
1405-1410 Tao Air prestrike, LZ VODKA
1405-1410 145th Avn Dn arrived and departed Dien Hoa
1410-1420 Arty Prep, LZ VODA
1425 1st Landings, LZ VODKA
1453 2nd Landings LZ VODKA

I5.



1515-1545 145th Avn Dn refueled and departed Bien Hoa
1535-1605 Tan Air krestrike, LZ SCOTCH
1605-1615 ixty krep, LZ SCOTCH
1615-16?0 Armed helicopter prestrike, LZ SCOTCH
1620 1st Landing, LZ COTCH
1650 2nd Landing, LZ SCOTCH
1715 145th Avn Bn (Reinf) arrived Bien Hoa, refueled

and released

02063C Jan 66 145th Avn Bn closed SN IMPIT
0645 Final Briefing
0725 145th 14viation Battalion departed Bien Hoa

0715-0745 Tac Air prestrike, LZ W0
0745-0755 Arty prep, LZ WINE
0745 145th A~vn Bn arrived LZ WHISKE
0748 145th Avn Dn departed LZ WHIS MY

0755-0600 Amed helicopter prestrike, LZ WINE
080 let Landing, LZ WINE (2/503 Inf)
0830 2nd Landing, LZ W32M (2/503 Inf)
0900 145th Avn Bn refueled and were released at Bien Hoa

(- (2) Supporting this operation, the 145th Aviation Dattalion-committed 95 rotory wing and one fixed wing aircraft flying a total of 395

hours and 925 combat sorties.

d. 3 Jan 66,

(1) The 173rd (US) Airborne Brigade continued search and destroy
operations against Viet Cong forces, supplies, and installations by conducting
airmobile assaults from LZ VODKA to LZ S0D1, vicinity coordinates XS 535935.
Four lifts were required to airlift one Battalion (1/503rd) into the landing
zone. The operation was initiated at 1100 hours and was completed at 1230
hours. Light ground fire was received; no aircraft wore hit and no casualties
wore reported.

( SEUQUNE OF MINT$S

Io0 145th ivn Dn (Reinf) olosod Dien Hoa (SNKr&Tf)
1015 Final Driefing
1045 Pathfinder reported LZ VODKA
1050-1130 Tac Air prestrike, LZ SCDA
1100 145th Avr Dn departed Dion Hoa
113061140 Arty prep, LZ BODA
1133 145th Avn fn arrived, loaded troops, and

departed LZ VODKA
1140-1145 Amed helicopter prestrikr, LZ ScDA
1145 lot Landing, LZ SuDA

12C2nd Lending,, LZ SODA
1215 3rd Landing, LZ SUDA
1230 4th Landing, LZ 3
1230 Mission completed and flight elements released



(2) In support of this operation the 145th Aviation Battalion
committed 58 helicopters and flew 84.9 hours and 200 sorties.

o. 5 Jan66s

(1) The 173rd (US) Airborne Brigade continued its operations
against Viet Cong forces with one Battalion (1/503) conducting airmobile
assaults into two landing zones, LZ NORTH (coordinates XT 462038) and
LZ SOUTH (coordinates XT 457030). The plan called for the simultaneous
landings of two flight el-ments in separate landing zones with elements of
the 1/503 Airborne Infan,.v Battalion. The troops were picked up at landing
Zone VODKA and the flight elements conducted a forming turn in order to
coordinate the simultaneous landings in the two LZ's. The pickup, forming
turns, and app.roach were executed perfectly, and utilizing their organic
armed aircraft the flight elementssuppresed their way into the landing
zones as planned. Two lifts were performed in this manner with light fire
being received on the departure route after the second landing. All flight
elements returned to home station and were placed on a one hour alert to
airlift reserve fordes or conduct an extraction on order.

SEQUENCE OF EVETS
050630 Jan 66 Final Briefing., MUE PIT
0705 10th AVn. Dn olosed SNAPIT
0745 -Ptthfindor ratorted to LZ VODKA
0800-0820 Tac Air prep, LZs :ORTH & SOUTH
0818 145th Avn Dn arrives LZ VODKA
0820-0825 Arty prep, M's NORTH & SOUTH
0825-0830 Ak.ed helicopter prestrikes, LZ'a NCTIH & SOUTH
080 lst Aalt Landing, LZ NOTH
0830 1st Aslt Landing, LZ SOUTH
083.8 2nd Aslt Landing, I NORTH
0838 2nd Aalt Landing, LZ SOUTH
0915-1000 145th Avn Bn refueled at Dien Hoa.
1000-1500 On standby for commitment of reserves
1630-1800 kctraoted 1/503rd Abn Inf; 145th Avu 3n released

(2) During this portion of the operation the 145th Aviation
Battalion committed 46 helicopters and flew 49-3 hours and 167 sorties.

4. ADMNI=RATION AND LOGISTICS,

a. Suily,

(1) On 1 January iL966 rearming and refueling of aircraft
was conducted at Bien Hoa and D~c Hoa Troop oarrior aircraft refueling
at Bien Hoa required 36,456 gellons of JP/4 while armod aircraft refueling
at Duo Hoa required 12,350 gallcn of JP/4.

II



(2) Rfue' ii.t on 2 January 1966 was conducted at Bien Hoa
for the initial refueling, requirirg 1,20C gallons of JP/4. Refueling for
troow carriers was conductod at TF., Son lNhut Air Lase requiring 9,375 gallons;
Ared aircraft rofueled at Duc 11:i usii 12,4.)0 gallons of JiP/4. The continuing
operation required that 2 merx and ui;,ping units remain on station at Duc Hoa.

(3) liofuoling on 3 Jarniaj 1966 required ),200 gallons of JP/4.
Upon completion of the operation, another refueling operation was conducted
requiring 6,000 Lallons of Ji/4.

(4) Refueling olperations were conducted at Dion Hoa on 5 January
1966 before and aftei ompletion of the operation. Armed aircraft refueled
at Duc Ho'a. , of ',000 gallons of JF/4 fuel was used at both sites.

b. Maintenances The following airoraft experienced maintenance
problems or combat damage.

(1) 118th Aviation Company:

(a) T-lD, SN 63-6675, received bullet damage. Aircfaft
continued mission and was repaired at home station after the lift.

(b) UH-lD, SN 63-8597, was inspected and found to have
a leaking servo. Aircraft was flown to home station and serwo replaced.

(c) UH-1D, SN 64-13714, received bullet damage to skid
and right door. A'ircraft continued mission and was repaired at home station
upon completion of theo.eration.

(2) 68th Aviation CompeanW

UH-lB, SN 64-14095, received one round of small arms fire
through the main rotor blade on final approach to a LZ. The aircraft was
flown to home station and the blade repaired.

(3) A Company, 5clst Aviation Battalions

(a) UH-1D, SN 64-13712, failed to start prior to departure
for the lift. Aircraft inspection revealed the excitor box was inoperative.
Exciter box was replaced and aircraft was returned to a flyable status.

(b) UH-lD, SN 64-13563, experienced loss of power and low
RLM on take off from Bien Boa. Aircraft waS returned to Bien Hoa and repair
was effected.

(4) 197th Aviation Company:

L-1D, SN 63-3949, and 0 6343974 Aircraft received
minor bullet damacp during low level reconnaissance* Aircraft tontinued
the mission and were repaired at home station upon return.

'-;



(5) "A" Company, 82nd Aviation Dattalicni

bc (a) T1--lD, s tuknown, received round through main rotor
blade*.Aircraft returned tc 16(th Trxsportation iktachment for repairs.

ss(b) Two UH-lD's &N unknown, received skid damage due to

small arms fife. No major damae.e was caused and aircraft continued mission.

~c. Medicali

(i) The 'attalion Flight Surgeon overflew the flight routes and
landing zones throughout the operation.

(2) The 93rd Medical Detachment ambulance was on continual
standby at the Snakepit.

(3) Two casualties from 197th Aviation Company were evacuated
to 3rd Field Hospital. These injuries were received as a result of ground
fire as aircraft a- preached Duc Hoa for refueling.

~~5. CONEIS:

aa Landing Zone WHISK wasa; recently harvested rice paddy, anda large amount of rice straw was ingested into the aircraft engines and i
.. Cumulated around the engine air intake screen and compressor blades. Thisrequired air intake screens and compressors to be inspected and cleaned

during each refueling operation.

b. Landings in multiple landing zones are extremely difficult
to coordinate and control. If multiple landings are made upon completion
of tactical air and artillery support; it points out the increased requirement
for armedhelicopters since the effort must be divided. This battalion is

eteeyshort ofamdhlcpesin its armed helicopter company due
tothe continuous nightly requirement for LIGHTNGNTCht, and due to the
detachment of one armed platoon which is at Qui M~on in support of Marine
helicopter squadron 4M #363. Recomnend that this platoon be returned to
this Battalion at the earlicst practicable date.

c. Qn 1 January 1966, a UUP Forward Air Controller, directing
artillery strikes against the enemy flew his aircraft through the guntarg t line. His aircraft was hit by friendly artillery and exploded.

Even though this officer had been throughly briefed, was fully aware of
the gunl target line, and had this information posted on his map, a slightmiscalculation on his part resulted in a fatality and the loss of oneaircraft. It is necessary that all aviatcre be cognizant of the inherent

danger in this type of a situation, and that each aviator be throughly briefed
on artillery adjustment rocedures.

C) AiL8 II. SQNO~HU JR. , f
Lt. Colonel Infantry

Comaning

.... ... . .. . z



AiPO San ?rancisco 96307

-PC 18 January 1966

SUVLiCT: AterlAction Report, Operation 4-66, 1.45th A"viation Battr-.1i ons
8 January 196 -'"

TO: Commandinrk General, 1st U8 Infantry Division, ,PO San Francisco
96345

Comending Officer, 12th -,viation Group, .'PO San Francisco
9630?

Senior iidvisor, IlI .. V71 Corps, APO San Franc-sco 96227

1, TkSN' .I .TII]

a. BattalionHeadquarters:

145th Aviation Battalion Comand and Control Helicopter
74th Aviation Company (-)

197th Aviation Company (-)

b. lst Flight Llement: 68th Aviation Company (Ad.L):

10 UH-1D Helicopters
5 UH-3B (Grmed)Helicopters
1 UH-1B (Haint) Helicopter

c. 2nd F4Lht U!ement: 328th Aviation Company (yLL):

10 UH-1D Helicopters
5 UH-IB (Irmed) Helicopters
1 UH-13 (haint) Helicopter

d. rFliht aement: " Co, 82nd Aviation Battalion:

10 UH-ID Helicopters
5 UH-1B (Lrmed) Helicopters
1 U1-1;3 (1'1int) Helicoptor

e. _4th Flkht.llemnt: 155th ,viation Company:

10 UH-ID Helicopters
5 UH-1B (amd) Helicopters
1 UH-1B (JMaint) Helicopter

A'S



5X. Bhlelaen.t: i Co, 501st -.v:ation -attalion:

10 UH-ID Helicopters
5 UH-10 Clrmed) Helicopters
1 UH-2D (Lsint) Helicopter

g. Support lement:

145th Aviation Battalion Communications Section
145th Aviation Dattalion Maintenance Section
145th Aviation Battalion POL Section
145th Aviation Battalion Pathfinder Detachment
56th Transportation Company (-)
57th iKedical Detachment (-)

2. IUS3.O1;: The 145th Aviation Battalion (Reinf) provided troop
carrier, armed helicopter, control and surveillance aircraft for 173rd (US)
..irborne Brigade (1960 troops; I/.R, 1/503 ,nd 2/503) airmobile assault
into multiple landing zones (LZ I4I-CH, coordinates -"'T 644283, LZ APhL,
coordinates XT 614261, and LL 1;,Y, coordinates :LT 625288) 13 Km southwest
of Zen Cat, beginning 080930 January 1966.

3S . OF OI-.11 i.

a. Flight elements of the 145th Aviation Dattalion (Reinf) closed
at 0755 hours at the Bien Hoa Si.KLP.Ti' staging area for final preparation
end organization for combat. The final briefing was conducted by the -.ir
ission Conmmander and Staff for subordinate units; flight crews received
fial instructions and prepared for departure.

b. Battalion flight elements departed Iien Hoa at 0855 hours
enroute to loading zone ,.ISIY (Bao Trai, coordinates XT 54504) to
load assault elements of the The initial airmobile assault into IZ
I.2CH with the 1/URi was proceeded b:, intense artillery and air preparation;
however, all flight ele;-*ents received hcavy automatic weapons and small arms
fire on final approach, in. the i~imdiate vicinity of the LZ, aid upon
departure, Prior to the arrival of a secoi.d lift with reinforcing eleights

,O-, for IZ 1t ,EU, tactical air strikes were directed along the helicopter
approach and departure routes by the Conu=nd and Conu 'ol helicopter.
The second lift into the area also received heavy fire from the ground.
Upon completion of the second lift all battalion elements returned to Bien
Hoe. and Duc Hoa for refueling and rearming. The Com.and .nd Control
helicopter remained on station to provide direction and assistance to the
ground elements. A light fire team of the 197%h ;.viatio, Company
remained to cover ground operations, escort the Coand and Liaison .
helicopter in and out of the area and to patrol the Song Saigon river.
One bampe.n (coordinates ..T 665263) was discovered and destroyed under
the direction of the airmbbile force commander.

%~
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C. The 3rd and 4th assaults into LZ AFkIL with the !503rd
Airborne Infantry, as well as the 5th and 6th assaults into LZ YAY with
the 2/503rd Airborne infantry, all received heavy a uto-atic weapons and

smll arms fire along the approach and departure routes from the LZIS.
Each LZ had been extensively prepared prior to the assault force arrival;
however, this vividly points out the requirement to also concentrate
prestrikes along the approach and departure routes. Air strikes were
redirected from the Command and Control helicopter between each lift in an
effort to neutralize eneny ground fire. Armed helicopter and troop
carrier gunners fired close and continuous suppressive fire entering and
departing W2's and are credited with keeping onemy fire at a minimum during
during the final seconds of the assault landings. lathough flight visibility
in the operational area was approximately two miles, all flight elements
maintained extremely fine separation and timing moving into and out of the12154

4. The 197th Aviation Company performed column cover,
reconnaissance of the flight routes, landing zones, and armed cover
of the surrounding area.

Ce. One 01-F aircraft of the 74th Aviation Company provided
observation and surveillance, radio relay, and weather advisories
throughout the operation.

f. The 145th Aviation Battalion Command and Control helicopter
effected necessary coordination and control of airmobile flight elements,
tactical air strikes, and other supporting fires. One enemy small a rms
round hit the Conmand and Control helicopter in the left troop compartment
door departing the helicopter through the cabin roof. Upon completion
of the operation the Command and Control group wero taken to the Brigade
Forward Command Post.

g. Eighty five rotary wing and one fixed wing aircraft were
committed by the battalion in support of the operation. During the
airmobile assaults, 1,321 sorties, and 320.3 hours were flown. All

O flight elements were released for return to home station at 1500 hours.

SWBULNCB OF LVTNTS

0807435 Jan 66 145th Avn Bn FwI CP Opened Bien Hoa
0755 145th Avn Bn Closed Bien Hoa
0800 Final Briefing
0855 145th Avn Bn departed Bien Hoa
0845-0915 Tac ,ir Prep 1Z MARCH
0915-0925 Artillery prep LZ MiRC
0916 145th Avn Bn departed BT
0925-0930 Armed Hcptr prestrike 1Z MARCH
0930 1st Aslt landing 12 IA CH (I3 L)
1000 2nd AsIt landing 12 NCH (1/.+
1030-1126 145th Avn Bn refueled and departed Bien Hoa



11115-1125 Arty Prep IZ: .P1L

1146 45thAvn 'n arived 3?, oaded, and depre
11n55-1200 Arme6d H pro strike

1200 3rdi Slt.1n ~ LZARL(31/503)
1230 ~4th Asitt ladng L ,~ L 353

330-1356. 145th- Avn En' refueled and -departed Bien: Hjoa
1345-1355 AryPrep UZ 1tY.
33551-=45 Tao Air, Prep LZ MAY

146345th Avn En arrived, BT, loaded and dem' rted'
1425-1430 Armed Hcptr prestrike L A
1.430 5th Asit landling LZ IAY (2/503)
1500 6th Aslt lat~gL ~y (2/503)
1530 Released

4. J'aDI.INSTATION IMD LOISTICS:

a. Supply:

(1) .Arrangements, were6 madefor 3. truicks (2j ton), t. ,be
loaded with two 500 gallon bladders .per truck ' to "auglaent the tankers.
available at Bien Hoa. 'n additional tanker' was requese'fo th 120th
Aviation Companjy and one from A Company, 82nd Aviation :Battalion nmking
a total of 16 tankers'available to refuel 60 ircraft at Bien' Hoad

(2) Further arrangemients. wer made with I5th AV
Division to furnish five 2j ton trucks'loaded, with 15 drum of JP/4.
at Due Hoa. Six tankkes were available'-to refuel'30L arimed afrcrzft it

Du'oL n7Jaur 1966 m, two men .anjd additional Lpumping Unitsa were
transportated to Duo Hoa for refueling. A total of 14,700.gallons'of
JP/4 were required at Bien Hoa and 10,700 gallons at Due Hoa.

()a approximately, 1700L hours 6 January 1966, theL Men,
and equipmnent of the Battalion POL'section were, returned' to hcune station.;I) Other members of the section at Ben:Hoa were released to return to'
home station at approximately 14+00 hours.'

b. jaintenanCe:

(1) .The f1owing aircraft. of the 18hAito

Company received combat-daag as indicated: "

(a:) UH-lD, SN 64-3,7m00, received. bullet aMage
to the chin bubble. The airdraft was flown, to home station for repair.

(b), UH-D,vSIN 64-3726 received .bUllet: damage
to door post. The aircraft wa low~n to h" station for' repair.



(2) T 1 fl wir E.irc ":. f C,.ny, 501st viau±n
B ttalion rceive ,yc as in(:iLca,-'..

(a) bH-13, Ji. 63.1".'22, bullet c. ge to main rotor
blades. ,ircraft returned t- hc); station for repairs.

(b) UH-13, SN 63-12925, bullet to hydraulic lines.

Arcraft returned to horme station and lines were replaced.

(c) UH-iD, SN 64-13667, bullet damage to cargo
compartment. .ircraft was inspected and continued mission. Aircraft was
repaired at end of mission.

(d) UH-lD, SN 64-13669, made a hard Lnding in IZ causing
damage to skids and underside of aircraft. Aircraft was flown to home station
for repairs.

(3) The following aircraft from the 155th xiation Company
r..ceived darage as indicated.

(a) U11-1B, SN unknown, received a round through en.ine- on
approach to Duc Hoa. Temporary re-pairs were i,;ade and aircraft w2.s floin
to 56th Transportation Cornpany maintunancu area for thorough inspection
and repairs.

(b) UH-lB, SI unknown, received a rund through the
ciin rctor blade and two rounds through the tail boom. ircraft was
flown to Tan Son 1hut iLir Base where rnin rotor blade was replaced.

(4) The following aircraft fr - the 60th iviation Company
reveivw- dama-,gc as indicated:

(a) UH-1D, SN 64-13791, sall ares round through main
rotor blade. "rcraft returned t,, homc station for blade repair.

(b) UH-lB, SN 64-14089, s.ll arus round through main
rotor blj.de. Aircraft- landed at Duc Hoa where blade was ch..nged - nd aircraft
returned to home station.

(c) Ui-ID, SN 64-13732, Battalion Cozmand and Control
aircraft, rEceived a siall arms round thrnugh left cargo door and throuvh
the roof of cargo coiiiprrtnent without dna in rotor bI"des or
rotor head. .,ircraft continued Eassion and retur nd to horx station for
repzirs.

c. Medical:

(1) the 93rd bedic.l Detaowent aubulance w--s on standby in thet
'..KUI~T with the Battalion Surgeon.

(2) No casu!ltiLs were reported ns a rcsult of the operatin.

(3) Two crew -iburs from 6fti .,viction (;>w-anry sustcineL.
Linor burns as a result of a. JP/4 spks, durin% rfuclinZ. Persnncl wef
treattd at 93rd i.edical Detachrnt and rmturned t) Vunri Tau.

- i
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5. COL.. i8 : This ,.),rationj la-t'h-)u.h cuzrpl.ex in scope, w,
rconducted in a~ hi~hly - rufAssa.;m:1 -,nc s~yoi nnr Coordinr.tiona.nd til-Anr; between caira-1bile d.ts, alhr %n ~c ict .r support

wn.5 re.-rx.1mbly precise, are' accurate.

Lt. Colonel Infantry
CoM.ian'ing



,EADQUARERS
145TH AVIATION BATTALION
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96227

AVAW-FC 10 March 1966

SUBJECT: After Action Report, 145th Aviation Battalion Operation 15-66,
020900 March 1966

TO: See Distribution I
1. TASK ORGANIZATION: ,

a. Battalion Headquarters:

145th Aviation Battalion Command and Control Helicopter74th Aviation Compay (-)197th Aviation Company (-)

b. let Fli~ht Element: 68th Aviation Company (AHL):

10 JH-1D Helico ers
5 11-lB (Amedrlicopters
1 UH-IB (Maint) Helicopter

c. 2nd Flijt bl'eznt: A Company, 501st Aviation Battalion (AML):,

At'chd: 4 UH-lB (Armed) Helicopters from 197th Aviation CMpany
10 UH-1D Helicopters

4 UH-1B (Armed) Helicopters
1 UH-IB (Maint) Helicopter

d. 3rd Flight Element. llth Aviation Company (AML):

10 UH-1D Helicopters
5 UH-1B (Armd) Helicopters
1 UH-IB (Maint)Helicopter

e. w~lort k'lement:

145th Avation Battalion Comnication Section
145th Aviation Battalion Maintenance Section
145th Aviation Battalion Pathfinder Detachment
145th Aviation Battalion POL Section
56th Transportation Cempaq (-)
57th Medical Detachment (Air Amb) (-)
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2. MISSION: The 145th Aviation Battalion provided command and control,
troop carriers, and armed aircraft to support three Battalion sized airmobile
assaults of 25th D±vision Lto TAOR, 20 Km south of Tay Ninh; thereafter
provided troop carriers for logistical sup ort and armed helicolt era for
continuous overhead cover of ground operations and prepared for ectraction
on order.

3. SUMMARY OF OPERATION:

a. Battalion combat and supporting elements colsed the BattL (on
forward staging area (SNAKEPIT) for final organization, briefing, ane
preparation for combat 020710 February 1966.

b. The first flight element departed the SNAKEPIT at 0815 huT
enroute to LZ JOHN (Cu Chi, coordinates XT 641115) for the initial loadi r
of assault troops. Troops were loaded and flight elements departed fow td e
objective area. The initial objective had been prepared by tactical a r
utilizing 500 lb high explosive bombs. In addition tactical air preparo
the landing zone for the admission of the troop carriers. One armed
platoon from the 197th Aviation Company provided a full prestrike of the L2
and supjpressive fires during the initial assault. The first landing into
LZ MAY (coordinates XT 148309) was completed at 0904 hours. Late tactical
air resulted in the IZ time being delayed four minutes. Heavy small arms
mid automatic weapons fire was received by all flight elements during the
departure from LZ W.Y. The second and third troop loading' site was located
at, LZ FRANK, (coordinates XT 485194) Trang Bang air strip. TheeeorA
lending was made into landirg zone DAN (coordinates XT 160307) at 0944 hours
and light small arms and automatic weapons fire was received on the approach
and departure from the landing zone. A larger number of troops than expected
required two troop carriers to be diverted back to 1Z FRANK to complete the
lift into LZ DAN. Refueling was conducted at Tay Ninh after completion of
the second assault. Flight elements departed Tay Ninh airstrip at 1038
hours enroute to 1Z FRANK to load troops for the last lift. The third assault
was complete at 1122 hours into 12 JANE, (coordinates XT 20234I), with only
light small arms fire received during the departure from the loading zone.
All aircraft returned to the SNAKEPIT for refueling and preparation for
assisgned III Corps missions and remainder of the day.

c. The 197th Aviation Company (Armed) provided armed aircraft for
flight route and surrounding area reconnaissance, LIZ marking and prestrikes,
end continuous over head c)ver of tho ground operation. During the ground
operation, after the lift, 10 Viet Cong were spotted in the open, fleeing
the area. The armed ships attacked and killed all of the insurgents.

d. The 74th Aviation Compawn IIL) provided one G-1 for radio
relay, aerial surveillance and weather advisory throughout the air movement
phhae of the operation. Thereafter, provided continuous 24 hour aerial support
for the duration of the ground operation.
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S07U.NCE OF EVENTS

020710 Feb 66 145th Avn Bn closed EH
0715 Final Briefing
0745 Pathfinder reported LZ JO
0750 C&C reported Duc Hoe
0755-0825 Tac Air prep of objective
0815 045th Avn Bn departed Bien Hoa0~825-05 Tac Air prep of LZ MARY
0834-0837 145th Avn Bn arrived, loaded, and departed

LZ JOHN
0855-0900 Armed Hcptr prep LZ WM
0900-I094 lst Aelt landed IZ MARY
0905-0935 Tac Air prep LZ DAN
0915-0918 145th Avn Bn arrived LZ FRA
0924 145th Avn Bn departed L2 FRtAK
0935-0940 Armed Hcptr prep LZ DAN
0940 2nd A-lt landed IZ DAN

( 0953 145th Avn Bn arrived Tay Nii* and refuele-
1038 145th Avn Bn departed Tay Ninh
1043-1113 Tac Air prep LZ JANE
1056-1059 145th Avn Bn arrived LZ FRANK
1113-1118 Armed Hcptr prep LZ JANE
1118 3rd Aslt landed LZ JANE
1158 145th Avn Bn arrived Bien Hoa, refueled and

released

e. In support of the air mobeament the 145th Aviation Battalion
committed one O-iF airplane and 57 helicopters, flying a total of 161.4
hours and 431 combat sorties. A total of 821 troops were lifted from two pIc*C'
up sites into the operational area. The Battalion Command and Uontrol
helicopter was used by the 25th ARVN Division Command Group and the Air
Mission Comander, Air Liaison Officer, artillery, and other supporting eler_ 4+
during the air movement of the Division.

f. At 051000 March 1966 the 145th Aviation Battalion was alerted
that an extraction of the 25th ARVN Division from their TAOR and subsequently
conduct combat assaults into a new operational area 6 Km southeast of Trang
Bang would began at 060700 1966. The Battalion 3-3 and S 2 departed

$immidiately for Duc Hoa, 25th Division "eadquarters, to coordimtte with the
Senior Advisor and Advisory Staff. In addition, a reconnaissance of the
pick up sites was made. Two pick up sites and four landing zones were
selected. A detailed operational briefing was held at the Battalion 8-5
office at 051600 hours for xmit convaders and staff. The tactical plan
called fr night extraction from the selected pickup zone and a day break
cedat assault into two landing tones simultaneously. Troop carriers
closed the Battalion staging area (SKAJMPIT), during the hours of darkness
at 06C50 March 1966 for final briefing and organization for combat. The
organic armid escort and the reconnaissance elemants from the 197th Aviation
Compaq were positioned forward to Due Hoa, refueled, and prepared to rendevsous
with the fliht elemnts enrmte to the pick up site. This forward
positioning enabled the armed helicopters to remain amn station during the
extraction and combat Pssault without refueling. Flight elemnts departed
the SNAKEPIT during the howr of darkness at 060606 March 1966 for the lot
extraction. The 145th Aviation Battalion Pathfinder bad preceded the lift
elemnts uid prepared for the pickup sites with approach lights and XN 172
maker pve~ls to indicate the extremit s of the landing zone.
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The marker panels are presently under tewt by this battalion and are rendering
excellent results. The weather in the operational area was marginal at take
off; however, the decision was made to attempt to keep the airmobile operation
on schedule to effect the greatest amount of surprise for the extraction and
combat assault. The Command and Control helicopter arrived in the operational
area prior to the troop carriers and observed the weather deterating to such
extent that the operation would have to be delayed. All flight elements
returned to the SNAKEPIT to etndby.. Weather delays were announded in one
hour increments for the first two hours and thirty minutes therafter. During
the standby, flight crews participated in physical training and Col Joost,
the Battalion Commander made a combat readiness inspection of the 68th Aviation
Company. After a three hour weather delay the flight elements departed the
SNAKEPIT to begin the extraction and subsequent combat assaults. After loading
the troops, the enroute to the landing zone flight elements executed a forming
turn to establish flight interval for the simultaneous landings in the initial
assault. To achieve maximum surprise, the 1Z was not prestruck by Tac Air
or armed helicopters; in addition, a low level approach was executed wrhl
friendly artillery firing diversionary fires to provide noise to cover i.
approaching helicopters and confuse the enemy as to the actual locati cil of
the landing zone. Two lifts were required to compltke the airmobile oerctfioi.
Only light small arms fire was received and no aircraft were hit. The
operation was completed at ll54 hours and the flight elements were release.
to perform scheduled III Corps missions.

g. In support of this operation the Battalion committed 50 troop
carriers, 30 armed aircraft and one O-IF fixed wing airplane. A total of
266.2 hours and 447 combat sorties were flown.

h. The 197th Aviation Company provided route and surrounding area
reconnaissance and armed overhead cover of the ground operation.

i. The 74th Aviation Compeny provided one O-IF for weather advisory,
radio relay and aerial surveillance.

J. The Command and Control helicopter carried the ground command
group during the operation, controlled the air movement and provided vector
assistance during the low level phase of the operation.

4. ADMINIST.TION IND IGISTICS:

a. Supply:

(1) Refueling and rearming was conducted at Tay Ninh airstrip.

(2) On 1 March 1966, the Battalion S-4 transported eight (8)
fuel pumping units to Tay Ninh and made arrangements with the Sector S-4
for eight (8) 21 ton vehicles to be loaded with fifteen (15) drums of JP/4
on each vehicle.
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(3) A total of fifty-five (55) aircraft were refueled in 45
minutes for a total consumption of 10,200 gallon of JP/4.

b. Maintenance:

(1) A maintenance representative was located at Tay Ninh
throughout the operation.

(2) The following aircraft from the 68th Aviation Company
experienced maintenance problems as indicated:

(a) UH-lD, SN 64-13810, would not start after refueling
at Tay Ninh. Inspection revealed that the exciter box was inoperative. The
maintenance aircraft from the 68th returned to home station for the part.

c. Medical:

a(1) 93rd Medical Detachment provided an airmobile aid station

at Tay Ninh throughout the operation.

(2) No casualties were reported or treated during operation.

5. COI-DNTS AND RECOMMeNDATIONS:

a. Artillery clearance for flight route corridors are coordinated
and confirmation received with 1st Division FSCC prior to t he execution of
the operation. In addition, the command and control helicopter reconfirms
the flight route clearance with the controlling agency just prior to the
arrival of the troop carriers. Artillery firing within flight corridors, or
without prior warning to aircraft within t he range of artillery continues to
be a problem. CORSAIR CONTROL, the artillery advisory for let DI4W04# was
not cognizant of the flight route clearance. It is imperative that all
artillery controlling agencies are aware of previously cleared flight routes
and off the extreme hazard of uncontrolled artillery fire while l rge numbers

( of aircraft are operating within the area, In addition the FM frequency or
radio assigned to CORSAIR CONTROL is weak, garbled, and often times unreadable;
in addition, the back up UHF frequency is either unreliable or not monitored.

b. The medium crargo helicopter assigned to transport the comand
group -nd supporting art&llery was briefed on the location to rendevzoua for
armed escort and the assigned frequency to monitor for instructions during
the lift. The attached CH-47 from the 147th Aviation Company failed to
report or respond on the assigned frequency. The avionics and signal
difficulties experienced by these helicopters is a major communications and
operational problem and should receive immediate attention.a



c. The dry season continues to present a major problem in
helicopter staging and a detriment to safe operations. The supported
unit at Doc Hoa is aware of this and have provided a PSP pad for refueling
a limited number of helicopters; however, this provides only limited relief
and often fails to completely reduce the dust hazard. It is recom ended
that major emphasis be placed on this problem and thatadditional equipment,
personnel and facilities be provided so that adequate landing avd. staging
areas are availabe for airmobile operations.

HORST K. JOOST
Lt Col Infantry

J(- Special
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14M1 AVIATI OATTALION
AVG Sun Prasluo 96M2

AVAW4C24 Murch 1966

51J33T:After AUAB Report, JAMt AYIon Watallon Opration 18.66

IN Soe DistrIMuIon

I*. TASK OONZAZOts

at uattailco Head uarters a

145th AVIAtio Battalion Cmmnd and Cotrol Helicopters
74th Avatica CampWn "
IA4tft Aviation CoapM
197th AviatIo Campun (.

b. 18t 1li10t ElemntI A Ocupmny 824 AvlatIon Battalion (ME):t

10 111-ID Helic9pbersI 4 114-10 (Armed) Helicopters
1 UH-lB (IMait) Helicopter

c.2nd FlIght Slement: 118h Aviation Compa* (MEL):

10 UH-3.D h~elicopters
4114.18 (AIaed) Helicopters
1 UN-lB (Matint) Helicopter

d. 3rd Flight £ilement: lith Aviation CompazW (AEL):

10 UH-ID Helicopters
A 4 WHIB (Aimed) Helicopters

1 IUlaID (N&Int) Helicopter
k e.4th Flight Eleauit: 6Sth Aviation Company (ML) s

4 U-(Ared) Holicopters

1 UH-lB (lsInt) Helicopter

t. th Flight Elemnts A CompWq 501st Battalion (MB.):

10 U3f-iD Helioopters
4 UH1-13 (Armed) Heliopters
1 UK-4B (Okint) Helicopter



S. Support Element:

145th Aviation Battalion Comunication Section
145th Aviation Battalion Maintenance Section
145th Aviation Battalion Pathfinder Detachment
145th Aviation Battalion POL Section
56th Transportation Company (Maint)(-)
57th Medical Detackuent (Air Ambulance)(-)

2. MISSION: The 145th Aviation Battalion (RHlinf) provided troop carriers,
armed helicopters and command and control aircraft for the 173rd (US) Airborne
Brigade -irmobile assaults (1/RARi, 1/503) into landing zone # 12 (coordinates YT
082425) beginning 090730 March 1966; and landing zone # 8 beginning 110800 March
66; there after provided logistical support as required and necessary aimobile
force for extraction on 21st and 22nd March 66.

3. SINMA of OPERATION:

a. A detailed command and staff briefing was conducted 081600 March 6A
for all battalion and supporting elements in preparation for 173rd Airborne Br'.
gade operation SILVER CITY. On 090615 Mar 66, the morning of the operation, z
final briefing for flight crews and support personnel was conducted at the but-
talion forward command post (SNAKEPIT). All battalion flight elements closed
the (SNAKEPIT) staging area under cover of darkness for organization and pre-
paration for combat.

b. The first lift departed the staging area at 0710 hours and was en-
route to the landing zone during the tactical air preparation and landed in the
LZ immediately following the armed helicopter prestrike. Tactical Air and the
armed helicopter prestrike was very effective and the landing was unopposed; how-
ever light small arms and automatic weapons fire was received 500 meters south-
west of the landing zone. Suppressive fire by the armed helicopters silenced
the hostile fire. During the second landing, only single shot mall arms fire
was received and during successive lifts no hostile fire was reported. After
the second landing by the assault helicopters the CH-47 medmnum helicopters began
to reposition the 319th artillery battalion, kw Zealand (KIWI) artillery and
other supporting personnel and equipment. At 113 hours the final lift was com-
pleted and the battalion flit elements were released at 1259 hours. Normal
scheduled III Corps missions were performed by battalion aircraft. A Company
82d Aviation Battalion provided direct aviation support for resupply of food and
equipment during the operation.

C. On the mning of 11 March 66 final briefing was apin held at the
SNAKPIT. 'Te same task organization was committed and two lifts were required to
lift the 2/503rd 4rborne Infantry into LZ # O coordinmtes T 108995. The land-
ing zone had previously been secured by the 1/M.A therefore no prestrike was
required by either tac air or armed helicopters; however tac air and armed heli-.
copters povided air cap and were imediately available. No hostile fire was
encountered during the lift. The landing sone was sm ler than epected and
flight elments were required to be broken dan into flightis of three aircraft
each. No problems wer encountered and only udr changes to the time schedule
were made. During the return to the SNtEPIT flight elements participated in
offensive firing along the border of the 173rd TAOL Normal scheduled III Corps
missions were performed for the reminder of the day.
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di The Camand and Control helicopter carried the ground comand group
and air mission commander and directed and coordinated the airmovement.

e. The 197th Aviation Company provided armed helicopters for flight
route escort, 1Z reconnaissance and 12 mar-king.

fL The 74th Aviation provided one O-1F aircraft for radio relay, aerial
sumveillance and weather advisory duking the air movement.

SEQUE!E OF EVIA1TS

niT~ TIE ACTIVITY

1. 090600 Mar 66 145th Avn Bn CP opened B
2. 0615 145th Avn Bn (Reinf) closed Snakepit
3. 0615 Final Briefing
4. 0700-0725 Tac Air prep of LZ # 12
5. 0705 /AM loaded, Snakepit
6. 0710 145th Avn Bn departed Snakepit
7. 0725-0730 Amed Hcptr prestruck, Recom'd ar/

marked 12 # 12
8. 0730 let aslt landed LZ # 12
9. 0745-1500 CH-47 moved 319th arty Bn (Rfinf),

arty and other support
10. 0750-0753 145th Avn Bn (Relnf) arrived Snakepit

loaded, and departed
11. 083 2nd Aslt landed 12 # 12
12. 0834 145th Avn Bn (Relnt) Snakepit shutdown

and loaded equipment, refueled
13. 0849 145th Avn Bn (Reinf) departed Snakepit
14. 0909 3rd aelt landed w/equipment
15. 0929 145th Avn Bn arrived Snakepit
16. 0949 A/82d landed, comAnd group LZ # 12
17. 1009 A/82d arrived Snakepit, refueled
18. 1035-1040 145th Avn Bn (BbiAt) loaded 1/503rd

and departed Snakepit
19. 1100 4th aelt landed LZ # 12
20. 1120-123 145th Avn Bn (Relal) arrived Snakepit

loaded and departed
21. 113 th aelt landed LZ # 12
22. 12D4 145th Avn Bn (Reint) flight elements

released an order
23. 1500 CH-47' released on order

1. 110630 Mar 66 145th Avn Bn CP opened Snakepit
2. 0645 245th Avn Br (Reiaf) closed Snakepit
3. 0700 Final Briefing
4. 0730-0740 Deceptive arty prepd LZ 145
5 07W-400755 Deceptive air struck 12 # 45
6. 0740 145th Avn Bn (Renif) departed Snakepit
7. 0800 lot aelt landed 1Z #8
a. 0844 2nd"It anded LZ #8
9 0900 14th An Bn (Re ) fligt elmets

released an order



g. In support of the 145th Aviation BattaliOn comasted 476 helicopter0

fnying hours and 1145 combat sorties.

h4. AEKINISTRATION and IOGISTICS:

l (9 Mrch 1966)

a. Supply:
(1) Refueling was conducted in the Snmkepit for all troop carriers

and armed helicopters.

(2) Refueling of the eight (8) CH-47's was conducted at the west
and of the Bien Hoa runway from 0715 to 1015 hours, utilizing one 5,000 gallon
tanker frem the 306th 34 Cmpany.

(3) Seventeen 1200 gallon tankers were utilined in support of the
cperation, and a total of 20#000 gallons of JV/4 fuel were required for the 8
helicopters. 4

b. Maintenance:

(1) A maintenance representative was located at fhe Snakepit
throughout the operation.

(2) UHo.B, SN 12918. from A/82d Aviation Battalion vceived a
small arms round in the pilots door frame causin minor dmap. Arcraft con-
tinued with its mission.

0. Medical:

(1) The battalion surgeon and 93rd Medical Detachment * nrgeon
were located at the Snakepit.

(2) 93rd Mdiacl Detachment provided one aidman and ambulAnce on
itandby in the Snakepit.

(3) No casualtes were reported or treated as a result of tie
operation.

(11 March 1966)

a. supply:

(1) Refueling was conducted at the Snakepit with aircraft being
refueled upon closing at Bien Hoa and at the aonclusion of the opertion.

(2) UHo-D, SH 64-13714, from the 118th Aviation Ccmpar failed to
start for the first lift. Battery was low and replaced. Aircraft started and
participated in the second ift,
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~c. Medical:
(1) Battalion Surgeon was located at the Snakepit throughout the

operation

(2) 93rd Medical Detachment provided one aidman and ambulance on
standby.

(3) No casualties were reported or treated as a result of the
operation.

5. COMMENTS and RECOMMDATIONS:

a. During the air movement, at approximately 0755 hours, unannounced
artillery or mortar fire from the lt Brigade let (US) Infantry artillery base
(NEVADA) began falling extyemely close to the previously closed flight route.
The S-3 145th Aviation 8attalion imuediately called for a cease fire in order
br the combat assault to be executed on schedule. Unannounced artillery fire

within previously cleared flight corridors continues to be a hazard to flight
elements and disrupts the scheduled air movement. Assault elements must be
aditted into the landing zone imadiately following the USAF and armed heli-
copters landing zone preparation and prestrike in order to take advantage of thz
dazed and disorganized enemy defenders. Each airmobile operation conducted b .
this battalion has flight route cleavance through let (US) Infantry Division
FSCC, to and from the landing zone: however upon contact by the command and cn.-
trol helicopter with the local FSCC, no flight corridor has been requested
through their area of influence. It is recommended that comand emphasis be
placed on this problem area and that II, FFV coordinate with each artillery con-
trolling agency within the flight corridor before comfirming the flight route.

b. Communications interference on assiged battalion command frequencies
continue to present a problem. Interference on the battalion pathfinder fre-
quency was experienced throughout the operation. The station call sign utilizing
'his assigned frequency was Pokey Steamer. Interference on comand frequencies
is unacceptable. A major effort by the appropriate headquarters should be made
to insure the command frequencies are assigned on a sole user basis.

a, Noteworthy was the well organized and rapid clearing of the landing
sons of the large equipment and numrous supplies which the CH-47's landed In the
LZ In betwen the air lift of combat troops. *is agpessive securing of the
landing sone and rapid deployment of men and equipment, insured the smooth con-
timous flow of combat troops into the operational area.

d, Thi operation was conducted in highly professional and efficient
minnere

HORST L JOOST
Distribution: UA. Col. Infantry

omndim
Special1



HEADQUJARTER~S
243U AVI/TION BATTALION.
APO San Erancisco 96227

AVAW-FC 24 March 1966

SUBJECT: After Action Report, 145th Aviation Battalion Operation 18-66AA, 18-66 BB
and 18-66CC (extraction Phases) 210725 March 1966, 2114O0,March 1966
and 221125 March 1966

TO: Distribution Special

1. TASK ORGANIZATION:

a. Battalion Headquarters:

145th Aviation Battalion Comand and Control Helicopter
145th Aviation Battalion Armed Helicopters (-)
74th Aviation Company (-)

b. 1st Flight Element:

18-66A.1 and 18-66BB 18-CC

118th Aviation Company 68th Aviation Company
10 UH-lD Helicopters 10 LU-3D Helicopters
1 UH-:B (Maint) Helicopter 1 UH-lB (aint) Hellcopter

c. 2nd Flight Element:

A Company 501st Aviation Battalion 118th Aviation Company
10 UH-lD Helicopters IOUH-1D Helicopters
1 UH-1D (Maint) Helicopter 1 UH-1B (Maint) Helicopter

d. 3rd Flight £.ement:

68th Aviation Company A Company, 8Ud Avaitaion B
10 UH-ID Helicopter 10 UH-lD Helicopter
1 UH-lB (Maint) Helicopter 1 UH-lB (Kaint) Helicopter

e. 4th Fliht eilmemt:

116th Aviation Company
10 UH-ID Helicopters
I 'JH-B (Naint) Helicopter
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f. Armed Elements:

68th Aviation Company
5 UH-lB (Armed) Helicopters

116th Aviation Company
2 UH-IB (Armed) Helicopters

.118th Aviation Company
4 Ufi-IB (Armed) Helicopters

A Company 82nd Aviation Battalion
3 UH-1B (Armed) H!-licopters

A Company 501st Aviation Battalion
3 UH-1B (Armed) Helicopters

g. Support Elements:

145th Aviation Be-.talion Ccmmunications Section
145th Aviation Battalion Maintenance Section
145th Aviation Battalion Pathfinder Detachment
145th Aviation Battalion POL Section
56th Transportation Company.(Maint)(-)
57th Medical Detachment Air Arb)(-)iI

2. MISSION: Ihe 145th Aviation dattalion (Reinf) provided troop carriers,
armed helicopters and command and control aircraft for the 173rd (US) Airborne
Brigade Airmobile assaults (1/RAR, 1/503) into landing sone # 12 (coordinates YT
082425) beginning 090730 March 1966; and landing zone # 8 beginning 110800 Merch
1966; there after provided logistical support as required and necessary airmobile
force for extraction on 21st and 22nd March 66.

( 3. SU%4MWR OF PRTN:

a. All Battalion flight elements closed SNAKMPIT staging area by 210725
and final briefing for the extraction phase of operation SILVER CITY was held at
210730 March 1966. The first lift departed for LZ 102 at 210W preceded b
145th Aviation Battalion Comnand and Control and Pathfinder elements. The first
extraction phase included six lifts in which 21b6 troops of the lst and 2nd
Battalions 503rd Infantry were helilifted out of War Zone D. No ene= fire was
received during this phase. Another extraction operation for III (ARVN) Corpsp
from War Zone D, was initiated on very short notice at this point. This operation

began with a final briefing in the SNAKEPIT sta,ing area at 2L400 March 1966.
At 211513 145th Aviation Battalion departed the SNAKEPIT for IZ TERI. A force
of 300 CIDG troops was extracted in one lift from LZ TERI 'n an operation that ws
exe'cuted eautly as planned. No snemy fire was received and all flight elements
returned to t~e SNAKEPIT area and were released. he final phase of SIVER CMTY
began with 145th Aviation Battalion c osing the SNA.'PIT area at 221325 March 1966
with final briefing at 211130 March 1966. 'his operation was plafined with a flexibli
takeoff time built in; the actual taksoff time was advanced 30 mInAtee from theplanned time and the 145th Aviation Battalion was airborne at 211310 enrutas 12 U.
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The LZ was sub-divided into three pickup sites to support the tactical plan. This

call for close coordination between all flight elements, 145th Aviation Battalion

Command and ontrol aircraft and the 145th Aviation Battalion Pathfinder Detachment.
This coordination handled in an outstanding manner by all elements which insured

smooth and positive execution of the critical pickup phase of this operation. A

total of 690 troops from the First Battalion Royal Austrailian Regiment with all

organic heavy weapons, two platoons of 4.2 mortars and six engineer (WR) assault
boats were extracted from LZ 12 in four lifts. No enery fire was received by the
troop carriers; however, armed helicopters received small arms and automatic
weapons fire at (coord YT 122421), 4 Km east of LZ 12. This fire was returned
quickly and the enemy position was neutralized. Offensive fires were utilized by

the last flight element one Km south of LZ 12. After a visual reconnaissonce of

the LZ to insure all troops had been extracted, the armed escort platoons inter-

dictedbyfire the avenues of approach on the east side of the river.

b. All 145th Aviation Battalion (Reinf) armed helicopters (-197th Aviatioz

Company) were detained under battalion control during these extraction operations,

except for three platoons which were placed in direct support of ground elements

in phase three, Tihis airborne firepower was utilized in lieu of normal artillery

which was not available during this critical phase. Armed elements under battalion

control performed armed escort, flight route reconnaissance and continuous armed

overhead cover of the operational area.

c. The 74th Aviation Company provided one O-lF aircraft for radio relay,

aerial surveillance and weather advisory during the air movement.

SEQUENCE OF EVE1TS

210725 March 66 145th Aviation Battalion closed SNAKEPIT
0730 Final Briefing
0840 145th Aviation attalion (Reinf) departed SNAKEPIT
0900 lst lift, arrived, loaded and departed LZ 102
0923 145th Aviation Battalion, arrived unloaded and

departed SNAKEPIT
0945 2nd lift, arrived, loaded, and departed LZ 102
1008 145th Aviation attalion arrived, unloaded and

departed SNAKEPIT
1030 3rd lift arrived, loaded and departed 1Z 102
1053 145th Aviation Battalion arrived SNAKEPIT and

refueled to M0 lbs.
1130 145th Aviation Battalion departed SNAKEPIT
1150 4th lift arrived, loaded and departed LZ 102
1213 145th Aviation Battalion arrived, unloaded and

departed SNAKEPIT
1235 5th lift arrived, loaded and departed LZ 102
1255 145th Aviation Uttalion arrived, uzioaded and

refueled to 1000 lbs.
1400 Final briefing for second phase of extraction
15W0 145th Aviation Battalion Command and Control air-

craft reported to Bien Hoa (III Corps) soccer field

1530 145th Aviation Battalion arrived, loaded and
departed LZ =1
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1550 145th Aviation Battalion arrivedunloaded and
was.. released at the SNAHEPIT

221125 Mar 66 145th Aviation Battalibn closed SNAKEPIT
1130 Final briefing phase three,
1310 1st lift departed SNAKEPIT
1330 let 1i t arrived, loaded and departed LZ 12A
1352 2nd lift departed SNAKEPIT
1412 2nd lift arrived, loaded and departed LZ 12A
1433 2nd lift arrived SNAKEPIT and refueled (1200 lbs)
1510 3rd lift departed SNAMEPIT
1528 3rd lift arrived, loaded and departed U2s 12B and C.
1546 4th llft departed SNAKEPIT
1604 4th lift arrived, loaded and departed M2s 12B and C.
1622 145th Aviation Battalion closed SNAKEPIT, unloaded

and was released.

d. In support of this operation the 145th Aviation Battalion (Reif)
xovided one O-IF aircraft and 64 helicopters flying 248 hours and 796 combat

sorties, 'here were no aircraft hit or friendly casualties.

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Supply:

(1) Refueling of the troop carriers and armed helicopters wee accom-
plished at the Snakepit staging area with fourteen (14) 1200 gal. tankers,

(2) Eight (8) CH-47 helicopters were provided fuel throughout the
operation on 22 March 66.

b. Maintenance: No maintenance problems or combat damage were encountered
by the flight elements during the operation.

c. Medical: No casualities were reported or treated as result of the
operation.

5. CCM NSTS AND RECOMENW)ATIONS:

a. During the first extractio phase at 210915 March 1966 a U6A type
aircraft overflew the area of operations making two passes at 3000 feet HSL from
west to east. Unauthorized aircraft should be restricted from areas of operations
as overflights create a very hazardous condition.

b. During the second phase the artillery base (NEVADA) did not receive
the flight route clearance from AACC, This could have been a very serious error
had not the 145th Aviation Battalion Command and iontrol double checked for proper
clearance. Itecommend AACC revise methods of route clearance to provide additional
cross checks of units under their control.

c. Armed helicopters in direst support of ground units during phase three
were not kept informed of mortar" ire In their area. Oround elements must be aware
of their obligations to keep attached aviation elements fully informed of the tact-
ical situation at all times. Only by monitoring both ground and air frequencies
constantly was the 145th Aviation Battalion cmand group able to keep it's armed
aircraft informed as to friendly mortar fires.



d# During the critical, final phases the last extraction, the ground
commander asked that the flight elements delay for ten minutes. This request was
not received by the air mission commander until his lead element was on low short
final to LZ 12 B&Co This created a dangerous situation in that a go-around was
made over hostile territory at very low level. In future operations it is strongly
recommended that the ground commander plan his movements and bake them known to the
air mission commander far onough in advance to avoid last second changes in 1Z timet

e. During the planning stages for future operations in which a flexible
time schedule is utilized both the air mission commander and the ground commander
should agree on time slippages and speed ups as needed.

f. Troops should again be cautioned against the practice of jumping from
helicopters prior to touch down.

g. The airmobile force commander should relay all changes in flight com-
position and numbers of helicopters per element to his ground unit commander for
load planning. The air miasion commander will also advise his pathfinders of these
changes.

h. During the final phases of extraction operations the ground commander
may plan for the fastest possible turn around times as the Aviation elements have
the necessary flexibility to evacuate troops to closer alternate LZ's and substanti-
ally reduce turn around times.

i. The number of helicopters normally available to this unit for troop
lift dictates that future planning be made on the basis of three lifts per bat-
talion size ground unit.

J. In future extraction operations executed oy the 145th Aviation Bat-
talion it will become standard operating procedure for armed helicopters to overfly
the last LZ after the final lift is clear and search for friendly personnel and
equipment. After this sweep is completed these armed elements will interdict by
use of offensive fires all avenues of approach to the LZ to hamper immediate hostil
occupation of the area.

HORST ~ O
Distribution : Lt Col Infantry

Special Commanding



HEADQUARTERS
145TH AVIATION IATTALION
APO San Francisco 96227

AV AW-FC 28 March 1966

SUBJECT: After Action Report; 145th Aviation Battalion Operation
20.66, 14130C' March 1966

TO: See Distribution

1, TASK ORG NIZATION:

a. Battalion Headquarters:

" ~ 145th Aviation Battalion 1 mand and Control Helicopter
74th Aviation ComparW (-)
197th Aviation Company (-)

b. .st Flight Element; A Company, 501st Aviation Battalion (ANL)

Attached: 3 UH-ID helicopters from 116th Aviation Company (AML)
12 UH-lD helicopters
5 UH-1B (Armed) helicopters
1 UH-lB (Maint) helicopter

c. 2nd Flight Zlement: 68th Aviation Company (AML)

Attached: 2 UH-ID helicopters from 116th Aviation Comny IML):
12 UH-ID helicopters
5 UH-lB (Armed) helicopt.,s
1 UH.1B (Maint) helicopter

d. 3rd Flight Element: 116th Aviation Company (AML):

12 UH-lD helicopters
5 UH-IB (Armed) helicopters
1 Ut-1B (Maint) helicopter

e. 4th Flight Elemnt: 118th Aviation Company (ML):

Attached: 2 UK-ID helicopters from 116th Aviation Company (AML):
12 tUH-iD helicopters
5 UH-lB (lamed) helicopters
1 UH-lB (Maint) helicopter

2. MISSION:

The 145th Aviation Battalion (Relnf) provded the neceUsary troop
carriers# armed helicopters and control aircraft in support of the 25th ARVN
Division Airmobile assault into LZ 14150 (coordinates XS 3197Oand LZ ZULU
(coordinates XS 536892) D Day and LZ NAN, (coordimtes XS 50995) on D Day + 1.



3. StWM of OPERATION:

a. The 145th Aviation Battalion Commander and Staff assembled at the
forward command post (SNAKEPIT) for final briefing of flight crews and organi-
zation for combat 141115 March 1966.

b. The 145th Aviation Battalion (Reinf) departed the SNAKEPIT at 1206
hours enroute to the troop loading sites. Two sites were selected, Cu Chi and
Tram Vang; the first two flight elements landed Cu Chi and loaded troops while
the third and fourth flight elements continued to Tram Vang for troop lcding.
A rendezvous in flight over a preselected air control point was executed and the
combat assault conducted into LZ MIKE, USAF Tac Air provided landing zone prepa-
ration and the armed helicopters provided the final prestrike, The lead flight
element's organic armed platoon provided suppressive fire during the assault land-
ing. only light small arms fire was received by the flight elements during the
1st assault. Troops for the second assault were also located at different sites,
Tan An and Ben Luc. The first, second, and third flight elements proceeded to
Tan An and the fourth flight element loaded troops at Ben Luc. A rendezvous in
flight was executed and the second combat assault into landing zone ZULU was made,
USAF tactical air and the armed helicopters previded 12 preparation and only light
small arms fire was received. Upon departure from the landing zone the battalion
conducted offensive firing to seal off the Viet Cong escape routes. The battalion

.was released except for Company A, 501st Aviation Battalion which conducted one
more assault into the operational area with the command group and the remaining
ground force elements which were at Ben Luc. During this portion of the operation
a Viet Cong radio station was discovered and 4 troop carriers from A Company 501st
Aviation Battalion and one light fire team conducted a raid, air lifting 35 troops
into the area. The station was not located. One fortified gun emplacement was
destroyed by rocket fire from an armed helicopter.

c. At 150715 'arch 1966 the 145th Aviation Battalion (Reinf) --3,,bled
in the SN,,&PIT for final briefing of flight crews to continue in suprpt of the
25th ARVN Division. FAight elements departed the SN1dKLPIT at 0813 hous anroute

( to Cu Chi and a intermediate troop loading site. The battalion conducted simul-
taneous loading and a rendezvous enroute to the landing zone. The assault land-
ing was complete at 0904 hours and no hostile fire was received. Upon completion!
of this assault the battalion flight elements were released to perform normal
scheduled III Corps command and liaison, adminitrative and logistical support.

d. The 74th Aviation Aviation Company provided one 0-1? for aerial N
surveillance, radio relay and weather advisory.

e. The 197th Aviation Company (Armed) conducted flight route and sur-
rounding area reconnaissance and LZ prestrikes, marking and continuous ever head
cover for the ground force. During the over head cover phase of the operation
a camouflaged Viet Cong position was Io&ated, and ground troops were alerted.
Receiving no response from the ARVN force on the ground the position was engaged
by the armed helicopters and destroyed.

f. In support of the air movement phase the battalion coietted one
0-1? airplane and 81 helicopters, flying a total of 181.4 hours and 442 combat
sorties. A total of 110 troops were lifted from four pick up sites into the
operational area. The Battalion Command and Control helicopter was used by the
25th ARYN Division Command Group and the Air Mission Commander for coordination
of TAG AIRs Artillery, and other supporting elements during the air movement of
the Division.

9



SEQUENCE OF IdnNTS

MEM_ T__E_ A,;TIVI r

1. 141100 Mar 66 145th Avn Bn Closed BH
2. 1115 Final Briefing
3. 3145 Pathurfinder Trang Bang and Trom

Vang; thereafter reported to Ben
Luc and Tan An

4. 1206 145th Avn 3n (Reinf) departed BH
5. 1220 C&C helicopter reported Di
6. 1230-1255 Tac Air prepid LZ MIKE
7. 1237 1st & 2nd flight elements landed
8& loaded LZ BLUE

! 8. 1240 Ist & 2nd flight elemets departee
LZ BLUE

9. 1242 3rd & 4th flight elements arrived
LZ BLACK

1 10. 1245 3rd & 4th flight elements departed
LZ BLACK

11. 1247 Ist & 2nd flight elements arrived
ACP AIREDALE

12. 1249 3rd & 4th flight elements rend-
ezvoued ACP AIREDALE

13. 1255-1300 frmed Hcptr prestruck & marked
~TI MIKE

14. 1300 1st aisault landed LZ MIKE
15. 1300-1325 Tao Air *ep'd LZ ZULU
16. 1315 4th flight element arrived IZ

, 17. 1320 ist, 2nd, 3rd flight elements
arrived and loaded, LZ PD

18. 1323 lst, 2nd, flight eleg:n departed
LZRED

19. 1324 4th flight element dearai LZ

20. 1325-1338 Armed Hcptr prestrucr & ra-ked
LZ ZULU

21. 1334 Flight elements rendezv 'eid' ACP
SPARROW

22. 1339 2nd aslt landed LZ ZULU
23. 1348 In flight elements released on

order except A Co, 501st Avn Bn
24. ]149 145th Avn Bn conducted offensive

fire on order
25. 1354-1357 A Co, 501st Avn Bn arrived LZ

GHESX, laded & departed
26. 13 3rd Aslt landed LZ ZULU
27. 1422 A Co, 501st Avn Bn arrived DH

refueled, & released to perform
scheduled missions.

f¢,1



4. ADMINISTRATION and LOGISTICS:

a. Supply:

(1) The assistant S-4 an d POL section with six fuel pumping units
departed Bien Hoa at 0740 hours for Due Boa and prepared to support the operation,
Coordination had been effected and ten 2J ton trucks loaded with 55 gallon drnns
of JP/4 fuel was provided by the G-4 advisor, 25th ARVN Division. A total of
8,000 gallons of JP/4 fuel was used at Duc Hoa and 2,500 gallons at Eie qoa,

(2) 500 rounds of 40 MM ammunition was transported to Duc Haa in
support of the operat on.

b. Maintenance:

(1) A maintenance representative was located at the SNAKEIIT

throughout the operation.

(2) I-ID, SN 64-13868, 116th Aviation Company, did not mnka tn:
lift due to an electrical short in the fuel booster pump. Aircraft was ta,.aa
to 573rd Maintenance Detachment for repair.

c. Medical:

(1) Thj battalion surgeon was airborne throughout the operat-Lon
in the command and control helicopter.

(2) 93rd Mediaal Detachment provided an ambulance and ainaai cn
standby in the SNAKEPIT throughout the operation.

(3) A gumner from A Compfny 501st Aviation Battalio: urm platoon
sustained an abrasive injury on the left forearm during a firing pas ii'-
jury was treated by the battalion surgeon at Duc Hoa during refueling and air-
craft and crew continued with the mission.

5. COMMENTS and RECOMMNDATIONS:

a. Unannounced and uncontrolled artillery fire continue to present a
major problem, particularly when staging area or airfields are ringed with art-
illery. In addition, the central controlling agency for artillery, Fire Support
Coordination Center, at 1st (US) Infantry Division and III Corps TOC is informed
of impending operations by this battalion and a flight route bori'idor is for-
warded to FSCC, and III Corps TOC for coordination with supporting artillery unite
Confirmation is always received prior to the air movement. Tne command and con-
trol helicopter arrived in the area and requestcd confirmatibn of flight route
clearance. The local FSCC was not aware of the flight route./

b. Recommend that commdd emphasis be placed on the positive control
of artillery fires and that local artillery controlling agencies be notified
through let US Infantry Division FSC of Air Movement within their tactical area
of responsibility. . .,

H(RTK. J00S
Distribution: Lt Col Infantry

Special Comanding



HEADQUART
145TH AVIATION BATTALION
APO San Francisco 96227

AVAW-FC 5 April 1966

SUBJECT: After Action Report of 14,th Aviation Battalion Operation
22-66, 5 April 1966

TO: Distribution Special

1. TASK ORGANIZATION:

a. Battalion Headquarters:

145th Aviation Battalion Command and Control Helicopter
74th Aviation Company()
197th Aviation Company()

b. let Flight Element: A Company 501st Aviation Battalion

8 UH-1D helicopters
1 UH-1B helicopter

c. 2nd Flight Element: 68th Aviation Company (AML)

10 UH-1D helicopters
3 UH-1B (armed) helicopters
1 UH-lB (mint) helicopter

d. 3rd Fi!ht Element: -18th Aviation Company (AML)

9 UH-lD helicopters
3 UH-iB (armed) helicopters
1 UH-IB (maint) helicopter

e. Support Element:

145th kviation Battalion Communications Section
145th Aviation Battalion Maintenance Section
145th Aviation Battalion Pathfinder Section
145th Aviation Battalion POL Section
56th Transportation Company (-)
57th Medical Detachment (Air AMB)(-)

2. MISsIONt The 145th Aviation Battalion Provided troop carriers,
armed helioopters, radio relay and comand and control aircraft for Eagle
Airborne Assault into LZ's Scarlet, (coordinates IT 029544) and Red (coordi-
nates IT 011585)9 050800 April 1966 and condicted extractions on order from
LZ'a I10).. and PURPIE for repositioning into LZ GRWJ.



3. SUMMARY OF. 0PERATIONS"

a. Battalion combat and support elements (- 68th Aviation Company)
closed the Bien Hoa (SNAKEPIT) staging area 050440 April 1966 for finalbriefing and organization for combat.

b. Flight Elements departed Bien Hoa enroute to the troop loading
site at Tay Ninh at 0522. The 145th Aviation Battalion Pathfinder Detachment
(-) preceded the lift elements and prepared the troops for immediate loading
upon the arrival of the troop carriers. Tay Ninh airfield was used as a load-
ing zone and no difficulty in loading was experienced.

c. The initial airmobile assault into LZ Scarlet was delayed for
tweleve minutes because friendly artillery was not in position to support.
After this lift was completed the troop carriers returned'to Tay Nini), refuel-
ed and were Joined by the 68th aviation company.

d. At 0746 145th Aviation Battalion departed Tay Ninh airfield en-
( route to LZ Red (North). Prior to the armed helicopter prestrike and marking

of 1Z Red (North) two helicopters dropped CS gas, followed by another helicop-
ter using the "MAD" system in the offensive fire zone north of the LZ. Both
assaults in LZ Red (North) went as planned on scheduled and enemy fire received
one and one half kilometers north east of the LZ was ineffective. Each flight
element on departing LZ Red conducted offensive fires from armed ships and
slick door guns covering the barrier created by the CS. This resulted in 3
KBA and 3 WBA and an estimated 9 KBA in the area immediately south of the
barrier. The CIDG forces did not advance into or North of the barrier which
was also covered by offensive fire. Results in this area are unknown, but
estimated to be twice the confirmed results. The third assault landing was
changed, by the ground commander, from LZ Red (South) to 1Z Red (North & South).

e. Phase III of the operation was cancelled because ground elements
were in close contact with enemy forces. During this time frame the CIDG
troops were supported both by armed and dustoff (Aerial Ambulance) helicopters.

( At 1145 a slick evacuated four ARVN WIA's from the vicinity of LZ Brown. The
dustoff aircraft participating in the evacuation was fired upon and hit by an
automatic weapon; the crew chief returned the fire killing the Viet Cong gunner.
at 1540 four more ARVE WIA's were evacuated from 1Z Brown by gun ships.

f. t 1705 the final phase of the day' s operation began with the
145th viation Battalion lifting 798 CIDG troops in three lifts, low level

4 from U2s Brown to LZ Green. One helicopter from the 68th Aviation Company
crashed on take off from LZ Brown with no serious injurys to crew members.
By 1805 this helicopter had been recovered by the 56th Transporation Company
LZ Green was prostruck by organic gun ships with only light small arms fire
received to the notbh and north east of the IZ.

,- .; The 74th Iviition Company provided one 0-1F for radio relay,
weather, advisory and surveillance throughout thb operation.

' h. The 197th Aviation Company provided 5 U-lB (armed) helicopters
and conducted flight route and surrounding area reconnaissance, landing zone
marking, prestrike and provided two helicopters for CS gas dispensing. One
UH-lD helicopter from the 118th Aviation Company was attached for dropping 81
mm mortar rounds equipped with bomb fUzes following the gas strike.



SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

TIME ACTIVITY

0440 145th Avn Bn (-) closed 9NAKEPIT
0445 Final Briefing
0522 A/5Olst,ll8th, and 197th departed SNAKEPIT
0600 Flight elements arrived Tay Ninh
0610-0625 Artillery preparation LZ Scarlet
0618 Flight elements loaded and departed Tay Ninh
0625-0630 Armed helicopters marked and prestruck LZ

Scarlet
0630 Flight elements landed IZ Scarlet
0645 Flight elements arrived Tay Ninh(refueled)

(Note: 1200 lbs UH-lD)
0700 68th Avn Co arrived Tay Ninh (refueled)

(Note; 1200 lbs UH-ID)
0710-0755 Tac Air prep LZ Red (North)
0746 145th Avn Bn departed Tay Ninh
0755-0800 Armed helicopter marked and prestruck LZ

Red (North)
0755-0800 Operation "CW S"and "MAD"
0800 1st assault landed LZ Red (North)
0835 2nd assault landed LZ Red (North)
0910 3rd assault landed 1Z Red (North & South)
0930 145th Avn 3n arrived Tay Ninh (refueled)

stood-by fbr further operetions
1705 145th Am, Bn arrived 'IZs Bftwn and Purple

(2 lifts LZ Nrple, three lifts 1Z Brown)
into 1Z Green

1820 145th Avn Bn Elements were released.

In support of this operation the 145th .viation Battalion provided one O-IF
airplane and 39 helicopters flying 114 hours and 223 combat sorties, carrying
1019 troops in a multi lift operation. Four aircraft were hit by ground fire,
hoever there were no aircrew casualties.

4. ADMINISTRATION QID LOGISTI'49:

a. Supply:

(1) Battalion S-4 coordinated with the S-4 of Det 32, Tay Ninh
for six (6) 21 ton vechiles to be loaded with fifteen (15) drums of JP/4.

(2) The 118th Aviation Company provided 3, U H-ID to trnsport
six.16) fuel pumps to Tay Ninh.

(3) A total of 46 UH-l's and 5 CH-7's were refueled for a con-
sumption of 13,500 gallons of JP/4.

b. Maintenance:

(1) A battalion muintenance representative was located at the
battalion forward command poest throughout the operation.
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(2) fhe following aircr ft from the 68th Aviation Company re-

ceived damages as indicated:

(a) UH-1D, SN 64-14087, received a small arms round through
the radio compartment rendering several radios inoperative. kircraft continued
with the operation.

(b) UH-ID, SN 64-13798, crashed into trees departing the
landing zone. Aircraft was a total loss. Aircraft was evacuated to Vung Tau.

(3) UH-lD, SN 63-8597 from the 118th Aviation Company received
small arms rounds through the left side of aircraft causing minor damage.
Aircraft continued with the mission.

(4) UH-iB, SN 63-8658, from the 57th Medical Detachment, received
a small arms round through the bottom of aircraft under pilot seat. No major
damage was caused and aircraft continued with the mission.

c. Medical:

(1) Aid Station was provided by the 430th Medical Detachment and

transported to battalion forward command post by the 68th Avn Co.

(2) No US casualties were reported as a result of the operation.

5. COMHENTS ND RECOmmENDTIONS:

a. At 051040 artillery fired from the 12 Scarlet area into the LZ
Red (North) objective area while Saber elements were airborne in that area.
No coordination was made with either the command and control element or Saber
flight leader. Artillery commanders at all levels must be made aware of their
responsibilities to supporting Avi.tion Elements, and coordination must be
made down to the flight element level when both artillery and armed helicopter
support are utilizied.

b. The aircraft utilizied in the tactical air prestrike were chpned
from F-lOOs to A-lEs without notification to the air mission commander.The
change of bomb load from 5001b general purpose and CBUs to white phosphorus
caused smoke obscuration of both LZ Red North and the offensive fire zone.

c. the air mobile force commander must be designated in the order
for the ground tactical plan. A clearly defined chain of command is necessary
for a smoothly controlled operation.

d. Supported unit commanders must remain in constant c-rmunication
with the air mission commander to insure that tlz!ly discisions are made to
insure successful operations.

e. The locations of enemy forces firing on flight elements were
pAssed to ground commanders for action and information. Little or no action
was taken by ground commanders to eliminate the source of this fire or to
engage the enemy.

e-1



f. The aerial photogaphs requested from IIFFV for this operation
vwre unsatisfactory. The aerial photographs recieved did not cover the area
requested and the key which located the area of the aerial photos was diffe-
rent from the aerial photos recieved.

g. The G-3, I! F Forces V observed the entire airmobile operation

from the command and control aircraft.

h. CG Aviation Brigade was briefed by the 145th Aviation Battalion
C0maunder at 051500, he than participated In the final phase of the operation.

HORST K. JOOST
Lt Col Infantry
Commanding

7o
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145TH1AI ~ L LO

A-O San Francisco 96307

AVAW -FO 19 January 1966

3U:JLcT: After Action Aeport, Operation 1-66, 145th Aviation Battalion,
4 January 1966

TO: Commanding General, 1st Infantry Division, AFO San Francisco 96345
Commanding Officer, 12th Aviation Group, APO San Francisco 96307
Senior Advisor, Ill AAOTI Corps, APO San Francisco 96227

1, T 3K OLG IZIZATiOK :

C a. Battalion Keadquarters:

145th Aviation Battalion Command and. Uontrol Helicopter
197th viation Company (-)

b. lst Flight Element: 68th iviation Company:

ll1 UH-1D Helic,: ters5 UH-lB (Armed) Helicopters

1 ( f-D (i.aint) Helicopter
c. 2nd Flight zlement: A Co, 501st viation Battalion:

11 UH-ID Helicopters
5 UE-13 (Armed) Helicopters
1 UH-IB (laint) Helicopter

d. 3rd Flight Lleent: ll8th i viation Company:

11 UH-D Helicopters
5 UH-J (rmsmd) Helicopters
1 U -lB (2.mdant) Helicopter

e. Support JU1ementt

145th Aviation 3attalion Communications Section
145th iviation Battalion laintenance Scction
145th ,,viation 3attalion Pathfinder Detachment
56th Tranaportation Company (-)
57th 1Eedical Detachment (air Amb) (.)



2. MISSI09: The 1Lth Aviation Battalion provid'd troop carrier,
armed escort, and Coj.%oi±rd art2. Control airc± .ft for thL, 25th AVM Division
airmobile assault with two bektalions (3/49 Pnd 1/49) Lnto LZ imf; (coordinates
XT 407179) and L/ GOWF (coordinates XT 423182), 7 Km southeast of Go Dau
Ha, RVN,, beginning 041000 January 1966; thereafter, provided continuous
armed overhead cover and close support for ground operations. Flight
elements were then released to perfcrm scheduled III Corps missions subject
to a two hour recall to lift a reserve reaction force.

3. SUiXA:RY OF OPLA'LTI0 :

a. Commanders, Staff, and supporting elements assembled at the
145th A'viation Battalion Forward Command Post in Bien Hoa, 040830 January
1966, for final briefing. Flight elements of the battalion were assembled,
given final instructions, and organized for combat. At 0925 hours the
flight elements departed Dien Hoa enroute to the initial troop loading site
at Cu Chi,

b. At the Cu Chi loading site the battalion flight elements( -J encountered a flight of VNWF CH-47's (10) whidh had arrived in the loading
qi te unannounced. The WLF CH-47's were scheduled to airlift the 49th VN
J.egiment Command Post group into the operational area fifteen minutes after
the initial combat assault had been completed. Due to the efforts of the
25th LhVN Division Commanding General (flying in the Co u&ind and Control
helicopter) and the 145th Aviation Zattalion Pathfinder, the ViKF CH-47
flight was repositioned in order to permit the orbiting assault troop carriers
to land in the loading site. Loading was extremely slow due to:

(1) Ion avail.bility of troops in the loading area.
(2) Limited Pathfinder Personnel.
(3) The zamerican advisor with 'he UZVYI troop unit showed

little initative Ln oiganizing ground elements for
loading.

c. The 145th iviation 2attalion flight elements departed the loading
%:ite at Cu Chi five minutes b-hind schedulh due to the encountered delays;

' however, this time was regained during flight enroute to the objective area.
The artillery and tactical air :-restrike of the landing zone was extremely
good and well coordinated from the Command and Control helicopter. armed
relicopters of the 197th iLviation Company recei-rd small arms fire during
ii±eil reconnaimsance of h LZb'and returned suppressive fire. Tho in-itial

8ssault landing in L -IKE was relatively 'nLppci; howe vur, each flight
lement received small arms fire in the vicinity zf the U2 and during departure.

The second combat assault w.s jn.de from a loading site at 'VRANG LANG into
A GOLF. La,-ing Zone GOLF was fdjusted a[proxirwtely 50 ueters south and

cast from a -ret marshy area to firmer ground by the Comma.nd and Control
ielicopter. Fo fir. was received during Uhe second assault landing. Upon
completion of the second assault, battalion eleraEnts were released to home
e~itn for organi.zation aryd preparation to continue scheduled 111 Corps
n3SIOS 0l.



d. 197th A viatinn Company -erfomed flight route and LZ
reconnaissance, ma: kinl and prestrike of the landing zone and continuous
overhead cover for the ground opexF.t on.

s. The 145th ",viation 'Dattaljin Comand and Conrol helicopter
effected the necessary coordination and control of flight elennts, tactical
air strikes, eAd other supporting fires throughout the operation.

f. Sixty-four helicopters were committed by the 145th Aviation
Battalion in support of the operation. A total of 320 sorties and 118 flying
hours were flown. No aircraft rfzeived hits or were dameged.

S1jUUUNCE OF EVUNTS

040815 Jan 66 145th Avn Bn closed Dien Hoa
0830 Final Briefing at Bien Hoa
0925-0955 Tac Air preparation L iL"i
0925 145th Avn 3n departed Bien Hoa
0942 145th hvn 3n arrived Cu Chi, loaded troops and

departed
0955-1000 Armed helicopters prestrike IZ iKII
1000 1st Assault Landing LZ J1M
1005-1030 Tac Air preparation LZ GOLF
1010-1015 145th .vn 3n airived Trang Lang, loaded troops

and departed
1030-1035 Armed helicopters prcstrike LZ GOLF
1035 2nd Assault Landed L GOLF
1100 145th Avn Bn released

4. lDI fIDTLtTLOL XfD LOM15TICS:

a. Supply:

(1) Refueling was conducted at lien Hoa with an initial
top off. A.rmed aircraft refueled at Duc Moa and used 5,050 gallons of

(2) It was decided to maintain 2 men and pumiping units at
Duc Hoa for continuing operations.

b. iLaintenance: No maintenance problems were reported.

c. ledical:

(1) The 93rd hedical Detacnment ambulance was on standby
at Dien Hoa (SL'21T).

(2) The Battalion Surgeon weE - ated ,.t 3&o Trai (.73rd
i,.rborne BrigEde Clearing Staton).

(3) No casualties were reported.

i
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5. I3L

a. Troops wcrc no+ roooerat 4.ve or vrell organized in loading sites
and caused unnecoszary delay. Fortunately, the flight elements were able '

to regain the lost time and arrive in the landing zone close to supporting
fires as planned.

b. The VNAF CII-47 flight was not well coordinated and nearly
precluded the troop carriers from a couiplishing their assigned nxssion on
time.

6. RECOi,21DATIONS:

a. That supported units render rwaximum cooperation and assistance
to the airmobile battalion pathfinder representatives during loading zone
organization and operation.

b. That all aircraft assigned for a particular operation be placed
under one air mssion cormrnnder in order to comply with the principle of
unity of command.

CISRL K. HOM,.OUR JR.
Lt Colonel Infantry
Comrunding

I I
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145'111 AVLT10 XLTTLION
AIO San Francisco 96307

AVA,1-FC 4 February 1966

SuPJ CT: After Action i,,eport, 145th Aviation B3attalion Operation 3-66
7 Jaziuary 1966

TO: Conanding General, lot Infantry Division, ISO San Francisco
96345

Conmwiing Officer, 12th Aviation Group, APO San Francisco
96307

Senior Advisor, Ill Corps, APO San Francisco 96227

C ~ 1. T-3LaGJ1KT01

a. Battalion Headqurters:

145th i.viation Battalion Command and Control Helicopter
74th Aviation Company (-)

197th Aviation Company -)

b, let Flight Element: A Company, 501st Aviation Battalion

10 UH-ID Helicopters
5 UH-IB (Armed) Helicopters
1 UH-lB (Maint) Helicopter

c. 2nd Flight Element: 68th Aviation Company

10 UH-1D Helicopers
5 UH-lB (Armed)Helicopters
1 UH-lB (Naint) Helicopter

d. 3rd Flight J lement: 118th Aviation Company:

10 UH-ID Helicopt era
5 UH-lB (Armed)Helicopters
1 UE-113 (IWint) Helicopter

e, Supprb Element:

145th Aviation Battalion Communications Section
145th Aviation Battalion Maintenance Section
145th Aviation Battalion Pathfinder Detachment
56th Transportation Company (-)
57th Mdical Detachment (Air ) (-)
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1 2. I.-SSION: The 145th -vnjtio± .attalion (-) provided troop
carriers armed cover, ard contirol aircraft for t he 48th £:eZiient, 10th LRVN
Bivisiont s airmobile assault vrith two Battalions (2/48 Inf and 3/48 Inf)
from LZ OW.B (An Loc) into 'ndiig Zone LD (coordinates YT 896419)
15 Km northwest of Vo ])at beginning 070800 January 1966.

3. SUKUAY OF OPL-RTION:

a. The 145th ;.viation fattalion (-) closed the 145th
Aviation Battalion Forward staging area (SL.iPIT) 070615 January 1966
under the cover of darkness for fincl briefing and org:nization for
corbat.

b. At 0713 hours the 145th Aviation -attalion (-) flight
elements departed the S314MPIT enroute to LZ aJ:GE (An Loc) the troop
staging area. Flight eleiaents departed LZ C0X'LGE at 0730 hours enroute
to the L nding zone. The first assault landing wLas completed at 0800
hours with flight elements landing in 3attalion column. Units echelored
their formations to the left to avoid landing directly into the sun and to
effectively utilize all of the avail ble landing area. Light small arns
fire was received during the armed helicopter reconnaissance of the LZ.
The second assault landing was completed at 0900 hours. The landing zone
was adjusted 150 meters northeast of the original landing zone to facilitate
troop movement into the objective area. Flight elements returned to Tuan
Loa to refuel and reorganize. Due to a shortage of troops only fiftee'
aircraft were required to complete the third assault Janding which terminated
at 1035 hours. .fter the third lift fifteen addition 1 troops, ill with
mlaria, were evacuated from T"nh Linh to Ham Tan. At 1215 hours, all
battalion elements were released and returned to normal assigned M1I
Corps missions.

c. The 74th Aviation Company (ASL) provided one O-IF for
weather advisories, radio relay, and aerial surveillince.

d. iAe 197th ,'viation Company (Armed) provided armed
helicopters for flight route and surrounding area recoiaissance, 1- ndingzone aarking, prestrike, and continuous overhead cover for the ground

operations.

ShJ' )LI CU OF LVWA.TS

070600 Jan 66 145th 2.vn Dn Fwd CP opened Diun Hoa
0615 145th _vn Bn closed 6i.L, PiT
0630 Final briefing
0700 CL0 helicopter reported .uan Loc
0700 Pathfinder reported L, O AIGE
0713 145th Avn 1n departed bien Hoa
0725-0755 Tac ir prestrike, Lw ; LD
0730 145th xvn Bn arrived LZ uL-LNGL loaded and departed
0755-0800 izmed helicopter, marked and prestruck LZ ItLD
0800 1st islt landing LZ It, D
0830 145th ivni Bn arrived IZ UL.IL loadek and departed
0900 2nd .slt lndin L4 id;D
0930 145th Avn 2n arrived 1.uan Loc c nd refuelod



0943-1030 Completed 3rd i.slt landing, LZ RiZD
1025 3rd Flight Llement arrived Tan Linh loaded

and departed
1035 3rd Flight Element landed IZ ALD
1200 145th * .vn Bn released12O0-3.730 145th ..vn Dn prepared for following days

operation which was to require a Yrzximum
effort.

e. Sup norting this operation the 145th Aviation Battalion
proVIded one fixed wir g and 56 rotary wing aircraft flying 219.4 hours andcombat sorties.

4. rDiJIiSTII-,TION IISTICS:

a. Supply:

Coordination was effected with the G-4 advisor bf the
k10 10th JlV1, Division at Xuan Loc on 6 January 1966 for the use of an area

to conduct rapid refueling for the operation on 7 January 1966. Arrange-
ments were made for two CH-47's to move fifteen 500 gallon bladders of
J/4 to Xuan Loc. In addition, five men and eleven pumping units were
transported to XuTn Loc on 6 January 1966 in order to prepare the area
for rapid refueling.

b. Maintenance:

/The following aircraft of the 118th Aviation Company
rqcuired maintenance support as indicated:

(1) 5l-lD, S11 64-13702, experienced a fuel control unit
failure and did not make the lift.

(2) UH-1B, SI; 62-4590, was inspected by the
crew chief after the first lift and the mixing lever bearings were found
to bh excessively worn. The mixing levers were replaced and the aircraft
returned to home station.

c. hedical:

The 430th -ledical Detachment provided an air airmobile aid
station at Xuan Loc with the Battalion Flight Surgeon supervising. No
casualties were reported.

5. COII'TS:

a. The Command and Control helicopter overflying the operation
nobervod three Viet Cong fleeing the operational area. The Command and
Control helicopter descended into the operational area to mark
end supress their escape route with machine gun fire. One Viet Cong
Wasi killed, and the others took refuge under hcavy cover. The command and
control helicopter again marked the hiding place of the Vict Cong and
directed armed hclicopters to strike the area to insure tlt their escape
route was blocked.

t9
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b. DurinjS the dry season in areas that are dusty, protective
goggles must be provido-d to all ground pc-rsoniel, 'yarticularly those
conducting helicor'ter reI'u,-1ing operations, c-nd .t~f~ue duties.

Lt. Colonel Infant~ry
Coinmnding

V Of



HEADQU ITERS
145TH WI 6TION\T B ATT 'I.I0
APO San Frncisco 96307

AVAW-M 1 Febru-ry 1966

SUBJECT: After Iction '.Teport, 145th 6vintion T Pttnlion Operation 5-66
14 Jnnury 1966

X0: Commanding General, let (US) Infantry Division, APO Spn Francisco
96345
Commanding Officer, 12th Aviation Group, APO-Snn Francisco 96307
Senior ,dvisor, III ARVN Corps, APO S~n Francisco 96297

1. TASK ORGANIZATIO.

,q. Bttalion Headquarters:

K-/ S145th Aviation Bqttplion Command and Control Helicopter
74th Aviation Company (-)
197th Aviption Company (-)

b. lst Flight Element: A Company, 501st kviation Rpttalion:

10 UH-1D Helicopters
4 UH-1B (Armed) Helicopters
1 UH-lB (Mqint) Helicopter

c. 2nd Flight Element: ., Company, 82nd Wvi-tion Bottolion:

10 UH-iD Helicopters
I UH-lB (r4aint) Helicopter

d. 3rd Flight lement: 6.th viption Company:

10 !TH-ID Helicopters
4 UN-lB (!rmed) Helicopters
1 UH-lB (Mqint) Helicopt-r

e. Support Element:

145th 'viption Battalion CommunicAtions Section
145th virtion 3:ttAlion Mminten~nce Section
145th viption Bttslion Pathfinder Detschment
115th Aviption BpttRl.on.POL Section
56th Trnsportntion Comp4ny (-)
57th Medical Detachment (Air Ambulance )(-)

S4



MISSION: The 145th *vi-tion B-ttnlion provided troop carrier, armed
escort, nnd Comamnd And Control helicopters to extract 3 bttnlions (1/503,
1/RAR, and 2/503) of the 173rd [irborne Brig-de from LZ FEBRTr'RY (coordinates
XT 633303) And LZ JULY (coordinp';-,s XT 651268). 10 kilometers northepst of
Trung Lap, to Bien Hop, 'V!,.

3. SU 'ARY OF OPNK ,TIC':

A.. This operption was plnned ind coordin-ted with the Wi~tion
Officer And C-3 of the 173rd (US) !Irborne Bripgde. In initial briefing was
conducted by the Commnder And StAff, 145th viqtion Bntt.lion, 131600 Jnu~ry
1966. On the following day, 1LO650 Jnnu~ry 1966, ConmAnders and the Stnff
Again nssembled for finl briefing And lost minute instructions, while Aviation
elements were being organized And prepared for the extraction. The 1/5th
Avintion Brttlion stped under the hours of d~rkness in the SIKEPTT (Rien Hoa),
And the 147th Pviption Company ('Ked Hcptr) w,, st'ged after first light in the
BIADC GE (Bien HoA).

b. Seven extrpctiuns were plnned; three from LZ F',R1TPTY, and four
from LZ JLY, with the 145th Aviqtion Battlion, consistinq of 30 R-IfD pss=wilt

troop carriers, making the initiil -nd finl extractions, Ahile the CH-47
(CHIYOOK) flight from the 147th vition Comp'nny mpde intermedi-te extractions
from the secured LZ's. Flight elements departed the stin r are.- it 0740 hours
enroute to LZ FEBRU.RY for extriction of the 1/503rd irborne Inf'ntry P'tt~lion.
The Bnttilion w.qs short 3 UH-ID's, of the required 39 helicopters, due to
mintenpnce ind other commitments. The first flight element received enemy
putomtic weapons fire Along fin- 1 -ppropch into the LZ And ali subseont
elements were directed to fly enst of the plenned flight route in order to
minimize exposure. .Pdio cowfaunictions with te CH-47's for .ll prractical
purposes wps impossible on both UHF And FM freouencies. Consequently, the CH-47
flight leder wps unable to receive rerouting instructions And overflew the
enemy Putomntic weppon positiors And received numerous small cpliber hits.
Seven CH-47's out of nine cowitted for the operation mnde their initial extr-ct-
ion; however, due to enemy ground fire nd other mnintonince difficulties, only
four were pble to m~ke their second extr-ction nnd their -vpil.bility subecuently
fell to two. One medium helicoter w-s reppired in the stnginp Pre- snd returned

N the operntionrl qre-. Due to the hepvy loss in meduum helicopters, which rep-
resented A lrrgc portion of the troops to be extracted, Fn emergency cqll wps
mqde to the Bett~lion Forwrrd CP to scramble ev-,ry -vilable helicopter that
could be obtained, since the intogrity nd strength of final secirity forces in
LZ hpd ben diluted. &emy fire in and Around the LZ had incrensed markedly xnd
dlthough the BHtt~lion h~d increPsed troop c,rrier helicoptars to m.ximum erwir-
gency over lolds (9 Pnd 10 troops per Aircraft), twelve troops were still left
in the LZ. The commnd end control helicopter directed close Prmed helicort r
cover And went into the IZ to extr'ct four of the remnining troors. The Path-
finder helicopter And one -rmed helico ter were dlso directed into the LZ to
effect final personnel extraction while odditionl irmed helicopters wre sr-
pressing enemy positions within 50 meters of the LZ with mrchine guns, rockets,
nnd 40M grendes. One -vintor w-s womdod in the arm durinz this extr-ction
nd one onemy 50 cnliber mchine Run wns rmported t coordin-tes XT 625302.



c. All helicoptr.re were refueled, re-rmed ond inspected prior

to the next phase of the extraction of the 1/i-1 and 2/503rd '.irorne
Infantry bsttlion from LZ JULY. This LZ hAd received ene.ly Mhortar fire
prior to the Prrivl of helicopters and light to moderpte fi re was received
during the extrraction upon deptrture from the qreA. Subsenuent extractions
went smoothly; however, the reduction in lift c-p.bility, with the CH-47
losses, continued to disrupt the plpnned extrnction and jeopardized the
integrity and strength of th- finql security force. In view of the reduced
lift ca.pnbility and tqe hqz-rd presented to the smill remaining security
force; it wPs deci..d to extr,-ct all ground elements to - nearby, secure
intermedinte position And when Pll troops were out of the threatened -rep,
to continue their repositioning to Bien Hop unhvnperad or jeopardized by
refueling interruptions.

d. he 19th Aviition Comp-ny (-) provided seven TI-lB ( .rmed)
helicopters for Cliht route reco)nnissnnce, LZ reconnnissnncc, mnrking,
escort, and surrounding Pren cover. The 197th Also extr-ct'd two troons from
tie first IZ.

e. One 01-F Airplqne from the 74th Ivi'tion Company provided
weather -dvisory infon:ation, radio rel.ny, surveil!ance of the area Pnd
flight element nevigptional assist-nce.

f. The Bptt-lion Cozunnnd and 1ontrol helicopter cprried the air-
mobile force commander's representative, trtilJery controller, .ir liaison
officer, pnd the Air mission Com.-ander. Necess-ry coordination, Plt'rna-te
plpnning ,nd controllin! wps e-sily effected by the tssemblcd Commpnd end
Control -qroup. The interm,diato LZ at Trun7 Lip wAs Also mrked b- the
Battplion Comnd qnd Control helicopter.

g. !)ring the extraction the P-ttplion comitt 'd 65 helicopters,
one fixed wing arplne, And flow 247.4 hours Pnd '13 sorties. ,' total
of 2060 troops were extrrcted; 525 by CH-47 and 1535 by UH-lD troop cnrriers.

4. PDMINIST1LTION !:D IWGISTICS:

P. Supply:

(1) The Bttalion FLL repr' ,sent'tivs closed Rion Ho-, -t
0635 hours. ' total of eigt JP/4 tnkers were avail/ble from Battalion
resourc:,s At ;ien Hon. )

(2) Arrn.-oments torc m-de to Auument thcs'- tnnkers with one
tAnker fro. the 120th and 197th ?,vi-tion CompAnies and onr 2 ton truck with
500 gollon blmddirs with poiing unit frem NhD, 145th vipti-rn BAt+plion.

(3) With the ttachment of einht CH-17's froIm thel 17th lvition
Co.arAny, Prrngamtmts were made for two 5,000 gallon tankers from the 506th

. Company from the Long Binh -re, for support in refueling.



I (4) A totPl of sixty-four aircr,'ft v-ire refueled for n totplconsumption of 16,525 gllons of JP/4.

b. M ihtennnce:

(1) The following -ircr-oft of Co A 501st viption Rttplion
received dsmnge qs indicoted:

( ) UH-ID, SN 61t-13922, received bullet dpmare through
pilot's door, lower forwnrd cAbin window, Pnd overhend cabin window. Aircrpft
continued mission Pnd returned to home st-tion for repirs.

(b) UH- 1", 64-13669, received combat damqe to m.in
rotor blade ,hile departing the Lnnding Zone. ircrqft continued mission Pnd
returned to home stption for repairs.

(c) UH-!8, SN 63-8650, 6th .Urlift Platoon, experienced
hot start auring stirting, prior to lift. !drcrpft did not mpke the lift

inu w~s toved to the 151st Trnnsportation Detachment Detpchment for inspection.

(2) The following Pircrpft of the 68th 'vi-tion Compr'ny
receivwd dpm~ge Ps indicsted:

(P) UH-1D, SN 64-14'.09, received bullt-t drmge to mnin
rotor bl-de. Aircrnft continued mission ,nd returied'to Snpkepit. !Urcr,,
wps grounded for repairs upon its return to home st-tion.

(b) U-ID, SY 64-14799, left fuel boost rump w-'s i . iced
to be lepking fter lpnding Pt the Snpkepit for refueling. T.mporry reppi rs
-were mnd. and nircr-ft wvs flown to home strtion f)r inst IJbtion of P new
boost pump.

(3) The 147th vintion Compnny hnd seven CH-47's thAt receiv,-d
bullet dpmpge entering Pnd depprting the Lnding Zon.e. Six ircrrft ret'irnod
to the Birdcge where temporary reppirs were m.-de on three of the d-mp-ed
nircr.ft. Three Pircroft runpined in the Birdcoge for !) rthcr repairs. The
seventh nircr~ft w.s unpbl-, to return to the Birdc.ge but made .1 snfe lpnding
t Phu Loi for repairs.

c. Mddicql:

(1) The 93rd F-diesl Detachment embulnce w- on st.ndby t
the Snpkepit.

(2) The Snt!lion Surgeon was locpted at the forward commnnd
post.

(3) One casulty: ',0 olf sustain-d mltiple abrsivc votnds
f right forarm ,)nd right side of face.

.I



Puncture wounds wer; Also sustpined in right iupp r fore-rm from metllic
fr4gments. The Bttnlion Surgeon removd the frngmonts, cle-nod, And dressed
the wound. .ounds were sustnined entering LZ Fo3RTT1,RY. No disabiliby resulted.

5. PROBLEM AflE S:

A. Communicntion on T.THF ,nd FM with the CH-47 helicopters w-s P
major problem. The helicopter serms to hAve so mriny operating systems th~t
comrunicPtions Pre gprbl,d, blocked And distorted, mpkinq control extremelyI difficult.

b. An Pdequate number of Pircr'ft ve ro not mrde lvpilpble to the
BttPlion by the 1st Infnntry Division Army Avistion Control Center for the
extraction. The Bttplion w-s required to furnish Pn Additionl five
helicopters to III PVN Corps for dmini-tr.-tive missions. This prevented
the Batt.,lion from providing the zdditionAl helicopter s needed for the extr-ction.

c. Coordinstion with USIF oper.!tions At Bien Hop for use of the
PSP inictive runwqy for CH-47 stoging received P negntive response. This

( runwy is not currently being used and is idelly suited for lprpe helicopter
stiging operitions At B-An Hon. Denying the use of A vnlu!ble piece of redl
estpte for support of comb-t oorjtions ihen the -1r:.P lnder q'sstion is not
being utilized nt qll is c>,nsidared poor cowperption for the Ptt;intment of
p common godi.

SE,'!CS1C OF -VENTS

140645 Jpn 66 145th Wvn Bn closed Snokepit
0650 Finl Briefing
0715 Pqthfinder reported to LZ FEBRU'RY
0740 145th 1.vn Bn dep.nrted Bien Nos
0755 147th vn Co (-) depnrted Pien HOn
0800 1st :trnction LZ FRTU?,RY (345th)
0815 2nd Extrction LZ FEBRUARY (147th)
0822 145th Pirived nnd dep"rted Bien Hon
0 O37 147th Prrivd Bicn Ho'A

0835-0920 147th refueled Bion Hon
0845 3rd Extrpction LZ FEPRU 7 Y (145th)
0915-O915 115th Arrived Bien Hon ,nd refueled
0920 147th depprted Bien Hop
0940 th.!ctrncti'n LZ JULY (147th)
0945 l5t Wvn Bn depnrted Bien Hoa
1005 147th ',vn Cn Prriv-d nnd dep-rted Blen Hop
1010 5th Ftrmction LZ JULY (lL 5th)
1025 6th Extrnction LZ JULY (147th)
1050 14 7th Avn Co relepsed
1100 7th Extrrction LZ JIUY (l5th)
1120 Mission complete; Bn elements rele.,sed

/0-3



6. CO ,NTS 'ND RWO I MITIONS: }
Although t, e CH-47 hPs A lprg troop lift cippbility And wAs employed

in An Arep eonsidered secure, it is not considerod suitnblc for extrction
missions. The helicopter is extremely lrge And relntively unmpneuverpble,
necessprily slow on firnl pppro.ch. Extractions Almost invwribly become As
hasrdous Ps combpt -ssults qnd Are more ideqlly supported by the smnller,
more elusive UH-ID sssult troop cpr-Aer. It is racomm-nded thrt the l.rger
CH-47 be utili zed for equipment Pnd bulk supply missions ,nd for necessary
repositioning of troops from one secure Prep to Another.

CHI IS M. HOO!'R JR. /
Lt. Colonel Inf.ntry
Commanding

C.
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? 0 3 5~ r:~so 9307

AVAW..FC 31. Jc1ntv!-Y 196o

S8J j-kjCTI- After Letion. 1eo 415t:. Aviation 1'ta- lion Qy-i.r:tion S.-60,

24 Jn 1966

TO. Comxw-ndixk., General, let Inf,-ntry Division, A2u 6,m Fr-.noisco, 93345
Co~nmclin.~~ Officeor, 12t4 Avi:ation Grou:2, L-0 San Fr .nci~c ~O
Senor dviorIII or~ps, A20 San Francisco 9 927

a. 3Dttalion '.'.eadwxtere;

14j3e- Aviat.'ion :;attalion kolome .,d nd Control Ulcpe
197thi Avi.-tion Uou.)aaLr (.arned) (-

b. let Fli::t 231epient: Ji±Aviation Uoiry~n aW

5 T:: (!'Led )::oelico-,ters
1 UN-J23 (Aint) :Ieicopter

c. 2nd Fli ,t M.eaent. A Co:-.x,jc 82nd Ai-tion L22ttolion(:..u)

( li U-1D 71elico - Ore (1 ?Icae)
5 JIM-11; (Arued) hleico?ters
1 j-. U-If (b .int) Olicopter

d. 43rFi. ht Jo.1l:Acs~r C1t Aviation i;ttcJion (..)

11 .. :3licopters (1 -'e. 1:A.C0Lnt)
5 tt.-1" (A: ued) rhicoptora
1 M-1101 (.&Ant) .3licopter

14'0t:. Avi.ztion 1.talion Corai~c- .Uons Section
1105t:, Aviation -'ttaliou i;inennoe Section
145th Avi..tion >t.1t-.lion ?c~thiior Dotac~tmnt
145M Aviation Lktto-lion ?OIL Section
56th Trnisortation CoLmpc.iV C.
57th .;edicc.1 Doto.c.ment (Air i2un)(-



2. ~IMSI0W: The 145th -.viation attalion ()rovidod troo-3 ca.-rriers,
ari:,ed -over :.nd Uoy:2tnd -mO.'V ontrol .r. ftfor 173rd (MB) Airliorri- ri ,de

(- '.r i-Loveuent into :>.en Zone FJO (ooi'Cin tes MT 943238), 2 10
north~:est of Tan Ita-n.

3. SIT _2TI r, Op IIITIOJ:

a. Tae J-45C' kv:tion >,3%'tta~io-n Co-,Mzanders and .ftroop c-,r-
riers and -,rmd Arci.t .~s~ldat t-e Aien L*Ir~d o~n ost
(Snwke~t) at 240950 Jonuary 1966 for final briefing- and orgaI-niza-tion for
corgbat.

b. Th"Ie 145th Avz.tion Datt2.1jon (-) Cl-eyxrted theo !ien -'.oa shjn
area~~~~ ($-~t t215 aur 1956 enroute to LZ RIDGOIT. Meo >nding,,

zone was secured b-,- an inatyccuxim* fvo~i the '. AIVIT .e~iziont. Since
the ZZ had been secured lb~j friendkz; oleizents, no arti*J.-a-.. or t:.ctical .-ir
?repcx-tiofl vas reli-irod; hAoiever, 4 A..l, s vere on 'ir .nC twobt-
tories of :2rtillery visre '.aiIable f or siz-,,ort if roze-uirzed.

(.c. .-rior to the troop carriers Txrivl, te COL:ri.nL and Control
Uo~co-?ter e-:-uted -1Lst :.inute reconna iss-nce of -''-e lcanding- zone. D~u--

rinE; this low re conncais sance of thie LZ, nizaerous 71uo'.es a.n" scruD Totth
weree s-.)ottU-ed thaizt denied areoas of thxe 1L-nding zone to thie fli,-,ht olenonto
b)ecause of i;e tail :7ot'or objsta,-cles. Continuing, the recomm~iss-nee, an
eec south and adj.cont to th-,e )rinaxy I2 was selectiC to be used in con-

junction wit'h t"h-o origIinal IininL; zone. Iil'Ctelanents vroro a,-wrted to
the c,:ranCe in L2's. Flil..it elomivns cl-vnged formition onroute to %(:just
for the changm e in 12 confiign'w:.on. '2h-e Tirst lift wsin the 12 as 33,=-
nee, at 1100 Ihours, and the second %:nd final lift 'xias co-.etd t 1119 hiours.

d. All attalion ele.o-mnts wore released a.t 1126 hours. Su-3. ort-.
imb hi oeration, th'e 145th Aviation !;attoion ),rovided 60 helG-i oo)ters

f lyin& 60 .3 hours 6nd 240 cozfxat sor-ios.

240950 Jan 566 145th Avn Dn (Glosed i2ZII1000 Final 2-rief ing
1051. 145th Avn Ln UIo )arted .aI ~1100 1st Lndin- 121'1A0
1107-1100 145th An !]n 1z,-xded troops and, Za.rted3 ~I
1117 2nd !-:nding-, 12LZ C
1126 Dn elouents -oovsed

4. ADIMIST-ATIO 0~tG;1S

a. Sup ~1y

* .ofuolinC; was not refired for o-=.- ortone; ;hoover,

fu,)l were avaILabjle -nd st-nain '. t tie 3ML~:o?it.



b. 1;6aintenance:

There wore no m1intownone -,ro741cms oncounterocl as a rosult of
action or neol3ani cal. a'.funct'ion, during hi o)or-,tUion.

a.iedcical:-

(1) Zia 93rd hodicoQ Dot,,ont's a L0 .ndin,. OffiaZ' (FliLt
Ourvoon), axabu:lnce, z.nd attendants wacre 7A. th-e Dattalion Fo--w.ard Co-mond
?ost cvring, the o-)m.-ation.

(2) N~o casulties were re..--orted.

. : All kliicrft ro,?orted to tho stft in[; -rea with ~I.
of' ±7uol to f:hcilitate rdinlo:.din[ of' JS comact troo-,s and to inc.-: -ose
case and saf hty of' aircr,.ft hiLln . 2L oO3rtiofl uW5 coO;cuct-d in a

sezootp -.:rofossio2J ...inor,

~ -:.'OY4OUR JR
Lt Oolonel, Inf,:Intry
Cm=r.nding

27 -2



145MTI AVIATIO11 UTTAZI1011
Al2O San Frm'ncisco 96307

AVAW-PO 17 Felbruary 1966

SUP-JEcr; After Action Report, 145th Aviation 1;attalion Operations 6 and

9-669 4 & 9 Foxuary 1966.

TO: Oonmanding General, 1st Infa~ntry Division, L'0 San F'anisco 96345
Deputy Senior Advis or, III ARVIN Corps, APO San Francisco 96227
COmmiandin- Officer, 12tLh Aviation Group, APO San Francisco 96307

C), 1. TANORA'&IN
a. DattalionJo-adurters:

U45ta Aviation Dattalion Comznd cnd Control ±L13licopter
6L'th Aviation Coqanary(-

197th Aviation Co:Ta Xny

b. Is ligt iant: A Ooa,.iran, 82nd Aviation Lcttalion:

13 1TH.-iD li.olicoptors
5 U1-1i (Armed) :"-eoicoo~era
1 Tal-1D (;:unt) loicopter

c. ~n~i.qnt: A "o za, 501st Aviation -Iettalion.

12 TLI-lD ::o--licoptersC,5 U71-113 (Araod) .-Oiooptors
1 U:-iz (X; int) ',.31ico-,tor

d. § A a q t

145th Aviation !kttalion Con-mnioation Section
145t% Aviation Dattalion !L~.ntenance Section
14,th Aviation Oattalion Fatifinder Dota^-c~nt

56th Trans-.ortation Compan~y()
57th , dicaLl Detiollment (Air AL.juL.neo) W-

2. iSIOW:- Tho 1.45th Aviation flattalion k(-) provided troop: c..r:iars,
,a-: od cover, surveill-noo and control atircraft for 17p3rd Ai*§,1orno iri,do
(1A'?Af) 1.~oieais:.ult into UO(1, 10 ::Y notthwat of Ilan wLlon; thio-
afI'ter )rovidod taroi carriors, cr-wd cover, and control aircraft for ax--
Uvaction on ordor.



3. SIT.UARY OF 0132ATIOIT;

a. The 145th Aviation Lbattalion forwa ,rd GoLn=and Post, combat,
and combat su-,port clouonts di lcdto the 13ion * .Loa (Snakcepit) 1h.licopter
staging area, begiining 010800 Feb.-ru.ary 1966. Final coordination, briefing
and pre~ara-tion for the 1,4-LAR hoJJiborne movemont was comleted. IBlowmnts
were reasec. ibled f~or theo l/RAR xftraction beginning, 090900 February 1966.

b. The first flight clement of the hioliborne lift dexrtcd the
Snakeo-iit at 1021 houws followed q,- tie ro aining lift and su-,:.port Clements.
The ix.ttalion was short o~pe 1-lD troo-p carrier due to a List rntnte Ll.aint..
ena-nco -xroblem. Arrival. and lIxndinG in th.e oi,-eraitional area prosented no

problels; hoever, the ground force securing the LZ could not bo contacted
on toassigned frequcy for direct coordination of 4 ic IZ'smoke narks.
The 3iocurity force Lad' also selected and su' =quently mi-~he and unsuitable
area. The unsuitable area was a burned off fieold, lieavily clutt11ered with

I tail rotor obstacles and soot. Fli~ht oloeaonts were notified and tie LZp-was adjusted, frora t:'o Coi~mwnd and Control he3licop-ter, 50 meaters to theI
east into an obstacle free rice paddy area. The first landing, was affected
withlout incident. Durin- the 2nd and 3rd lifts, the fligh"t forLL-tion was
chiangd from staggered trail to V'B of 3 in trail in order to faoilitate
landinE in the-, best available IZ space. IUi1ht small -.rms fire was received
du:rin, the a-I,,cch on thae last lift. Ono aircraft rocoived two hitst dlu-
rinE the lift. The mission was com:loted at 1150 haours and all fli. ht ole.
ments were released to e.orforrm III tUorps surx-ort -missions.

c. &xtraction of tho 1A3.AR was affeo-.ted be ginning; 0909-00 Fbur
1966. A total of threeo lifts froma LZ 106 (coorfinat os 1"T 9770363), 9 &
southeast of 1-1huoc lloa wore recuirod. 2le 145thi Aviation Lattzalion path-
finder org;anized & round eley-ints in theo LZ for extr,%ction and all o_)or.ations
wore controlled froi I the coLLL-nd ..nC. control !A-lico)ter. lbdurato cnc7Ismall a.,rms a.nd automxtic weapon-s fire wras recaivcd: durinS ra-xTroa-chA a.nd do--

-.ature fro ,a theo LZ. Su's oqunt Tac Air a nd .r-mod h 3ioter stri s woreI directed in-to 1-roas of ro-)Ortod enomy fire and flight routes wore altored( to avoid these ' r:eas. _1 c %s.sulties or air-cr.:ft hits wore incu:. red jb -i
lift elements durin!-, t1-e o-,oration.

or rodo~a~ Te17i v,.ion OU jW-)roro fli, it route ,.nd surroun-.

din xv eonisnean 3oio.1,n zne m'rkin, and prostrikce

o. In six..ort of tio 'awo ol~erations tIo 3.45th Avia-.tion b.attaliUon
cou ittod 37 rotary win,.) ircraft .and flow 1036 hours and 41. sorties.

f. Tho coiimnd and control 11elico'tor coorOinatod fli,,ht route
cloelranco %nd c.ontrolled eaca ;_aso of ',h.o air movo~xt. Dur-int, tole e:.-
tracti;'on i~idiw.1 uvncwation aicaf oroe irectod: to cv .cu. to c .sua:.tie5

frn .!_ined it -: l ry Liomover. In -.Cd'ition T.,c Air and armsdhoio.
,3r3 v:ero Oirected in r~~bs a-;ainct cnown ;.nd suoctod Viot Con_- ,o~itions.

..........



4. AA D: JJI-3ATIi AD .OGIL/IOS

a. Supply:

(1) attalion S-4 x:ontic losod 1-ion oa0850 hours
4 Fo'jmary 1966 and 01100 hours 9 7;'r,uaryr 191A.

(2) I~o :ia.jor refuclinjg. of aircraft was cond.ucteod (luring ope-
ra,:tion on 4 Fcbuar 1966. Refuolin--g of 22 aircr,-.ft was conductod on 9 Feb
for a total -oflsum,)tion of 2500 allons of JP/4.

b. iLaintonance:

(1) Theo following aircraft of Go A/50lst Aviction acttalion
x,,rpericnceC. a,.intonanco -,robleoms as indicated (4 Fab 66):

()UI-lD, SIT 53-13683, b .lew the ongr.ine oil filter -0'~
( ring edurinL; s.tarting for first lift. 110' ring was ro-.L1ced and aircrafXt

-?aiticixtod in the second a-nd third lifts.

(2) Thie follo,.ing Arcraft of the 197th Avia-tion Co:-L--ny ro--
c-ved corabx.t damrp as indicaed (4 Feb 66):

(a) U. -00, SIT 63-12945, received sul.1 :.rras round t1izou6-
th, tAj boom and Li~n rotor Jl- dc. Aircra-ft ietur-ned to hoimo station 'or

(3) !To i.a-inteii'.nce x:Cob-lams oa. conmbat C-~c. was oncountomrc-A
m7roco-ivoC. on 9 Foi)ru.,I7 19 )6. 3dclt.enn walctc t

thc l.;attalion fou.r.Lo nd c:o: n 4 Fz.brua.ry 1966. la-t talio.- Six -eon
vrasat -blio bttalion forard-. o..n )s' n9F'mr 96

(2) 93r0- Doi a t~ximront )rovidecl two nedicel aid Lion and
anh-Luaeo on A~d at 3i,)Uit -3llout both Oe)r-tions.

I () o c.-.sualItios vao r~.. ortoC, or tetdon eithe-.r o-mration.

a. Tul.ci zono aelor-tad 1j, theo ,ound socurity force fo:-.' t.71
initial o)or,,.-'uion was unspita blo -Lor ijlico-ator oxiurc.tions. 'ir-is is a con-
tinuin& ,r-oblemi. Groundl units ,.ro nob cojdz:.nt o.-1 o 4t,-clo ras- *rictVioas
-nd sy.co racuiro~ints; not to ,=tion -.,proach "i los :.nd COatr ui-

r ;iants. 'XI'is vr-'Uicu1ar LZ wa ,s also a, burnod out -1-4 ~ich is cuit Ca-,
Lion riurinr; tho driy soi.son, a-nd it-a full of soot anid burnod cloris.



This is xcctrexao21y dan.3rous ..nd j~Jrcoia~ucivo to Iccideonts due to tile
rV fine :.r.rticules -ctti k t - o-,hoeys znxd lblizn'in,' crow iac~bors during

)y~ro-oh U2ddostue lao socui-ity elazi2;:nt could not 7- roacliod
on tile as -i ;nod r,,.dio fr,,qjncy-- amnC -c' o .je :'ivun rol Yod instrixtiofls.

Wlzyed inf oruation will. n .r.ialy suffice; 1loi-ovor, in -.Arnobilo c, rtions,
diroct ros2onsivo, and -,ositivo contact is rae-UieC-. duo to zdinuto txail and
reduction of' t:ie and sy~ce factors.

b. The comniand and control group was soparated during t'Ao in-itial
o7xu'ation, which is not desirabl~e or recoi~iondod. Coordiruation h, d- beon of'-
-Icfcted with 'tile Airmobile Force Coi.neor bi, tho holicopuotr su ,ort unit ro-
vesontwitive, in order to control -'Al oyi-ation fran.- the Airmobi3.e ittlon
coiiwnd a.ncl control :lolicoo3ter. In taid of' aL'.-iring to t-his ~lnt~io Air-
mobile Force Gorundor daartod thle st,,,ing area utilizing ascndo..id
and control helicop~ter anld coordination of LZ adjustment, artillory, -.nd .:

stkport at this ?oint bec.-m -ractically non-existant.

6. r 0-- ZTATIONS:

a. Mhat faround units be inst ructed on thei r-iquiro~aonts for soll-ction
of a "oJlico-ptor L-.ndin-- zono.

b. That the ccmand --nd control grouj, controJllin.-, %n a:,: )'-ilc o-,e*--
-:ation d-irect t'he operation fro-.- tuh se-o comand -nd control llelicoptor.
ThLis rolrj should as a :miinirxumi, include; thm Airliabile Force k'joa-ndor.. t-a

* Air liaison Officer, and arxtillery ro-vosintativo I~rmia the FSCCG, cmd the Air
:.Ission Go:mander.

Lt Col, Inf. ~
Co::Landing



, 20 San Francisco 1)'307

AVAW-.PC 15 February 1966

S=Mi2C Aftor Action .cort, 145thu', Av:alun i;att alion FraG Ordor 10-66,

12 Februa-ry 1966

TO: Cornnding , Genral, 1st Infantry Division, A20O San Fr.-.ncisco 96345
Comza-:nding Officar, 12th Aviation Giroup, A20 San Frozcisco 95307
Do-outy Sonior Ldvisor, III 1-.17HT Gor-ps, P2 San Francisco 93227

1. UAS'.''U iLTI

a. LDattalion lo:%d~uarters:

143 th Aviation '.at'Utalion Goiinand Control el1iCo'-,)Ur
74th- jiviation. Cuany()

19'7th Aviation Uonln (-

b. 1st Flilit Ela~uont: 68-Ui Aviation Goup-zny (A: -1):

12 U-1D 1UJ.ico-'c r s (2 .o~.a.cezlonts)
4 Ml-1i3 (Ara.od) .Caicoptors

0. 2ndFih 2 oAcnt A, Co 501st Aviation !l,%ttzlion a...~

10 U-a..D -A'1ico?-U-rs( 4 111i-13 (Ax-lod) U1c~ ors
1 0J-13" (-U) .-,Jico,:tor

d. 118-it 'cUt: l-i Aviation oxn (.i)

10 IL-iD iieiotr

1 u:-L(.int) :.'~icco~tjr

145th' Aviation 1;attalion Comiunications cc' ion
145 th Aviation !. ittcliou .. aintona-nco jection
145th Avia-tion .';,7.ttalion .tfi'Doaot
145th Avia- tion Dzt-ta--ion ?OL Soction

57th -;a 1 moaint (Air !afbul .nco)(-



2. 14JSSION: Th'.e 145th Aviation 1;ttaiion proviedod troop" c,=rIrir, armed
holicopt-Ors, J.urvoilL-nca and control aircraft for Special Forcos% airnobilo
assault into three Land-ing zones (LZ PMT coordinatos YT 143303p "LZ PLUE
coordinatos YT 153281, LZ GL&MI, coordinatos YT 147287) 20 T. niortheast 'of
Dion i1oa; thereaftor, Yro.arod to lift resarve forces on order,

3. 3Wi.1A2-U OF OF ATI0O1:

a. Battalion combzt and supporting elements closed at the Mlon Zoa
(Snalco-it) staging area 120600 February 1966 (during tho hours of darknoss)
for final 'briefing and organization for cmfbat.

b. Artillery and t:.ctical air strikeos on and around the U'ts occur-
rod7 on schedulo and iwore hi,,1Uy offactive. 1The first and sucond assault into
LZ,IuLD was unop3posed;. howyevor, liht onenW small arms firo, wad roceived along
the flight approach and do arture route. Dust and flying 'am-nod debris was
oxtronoly bad in the LZ dueo to the a.rea boing heoavily burned. Upon comple-
tion of the socond assault, Battalion flijght olononts were so .re.tad as plan:-(-nod and sent to soearatio load-ing zones (?huoc Vinli cnd bion 11:11a) for movoont
of as9sault forcies in to LZ 'WUJE. Tactical Uir jvoxr ation of LZ ';-JM was
timly and %agpin oxtroraaly effectivo. 1;attalion flight olernnts were convor-
God ovcr assi,-ned aircra-ft control. points and diLrectad in the thirxd assault
la-nding into LZ bLUE a' s ac~zduled. "-A-Wvy autora-tic weapons and sm.U 11 =0
fiJre was received along tho a po:ach and dop=--ture route fromi the IZ. FULcit
routes wore adjustod to Z.void l-nown areas of onorir firc and -rmd Iialico )tor
striL-zs tzoro cdirectod in the ara.Th fourth assault into LZ Ci-'1 and
troo.) reinforcing miove-oevnt into 12 -UD were affectod without any difficulty.

c. T*he 197th Aviation~ Courpany (A raed) rovidod armd fire taa~os for
'l;troute roconnaissance, LZ :.iar...irkn and prostr1 'ko. in addition, fire

teozis wore l'ovided for escortw of troo-. carriers and ovoehead cover for taeI ground opration.
d. Comind and Control of the ovperation- ,ras affected frou the-

(j bttalion Comaand and Control helicop3tor. In support of the oporrn."Cion, 5
~- ::elioo*,tCors and ono 0-2l- of tho 14,,zthi Avialtion Lalta-lion flow 204.2 hours

and 357 sortios.

4. AX-;.I1ALAT'UI?1T AIMf L')GISTIUS A
(1) Arrenoiaents woro made to augment the xi~ .nlCors avail-

abale at 1Bion Zloa for theo refuoling opexrations from theo following units.

(a) V.o ta7nicers from the 120th Aviation Com.nxY from a
Son lihut.

(b) Orno t.nizor fror-i the 197th Aviation Co:!txmy from T±an
Son 1raut.



(c) T1 io ta-,n _rs fro-;i A/82nd Aviat-ion Xcettawlion -CromraL
..oa.

(di) One 22- -ton truck. Withl two 5,0 J.nbadr from ,
145thi Aviat, -ion k.att,-lion.

(2) All UT-JD s were_ fuoel o--, d.fuocd to 1200 lbs -)riav to
start of 1"h oporation.

(az) All1 U'*I.*-lD's -i-re '2ulod to ca?acity,

(3) A total. of f ourteeon tankecrs were-- used to refuol 56 holico-
tors in twLety (20) 1m-inutes tize. A LtotaJ. of 4430 ga: llons of JP/4 wasdi-

o),nsod in su)pDort of thec o.?oration.

b. aIntn ce

(1) The followinr, aircraft fromi A/501st Aviaotion Datlon-
countorod :.2'.intclr,.nce )robjleL~s and co-idxt da.-,.x-- :-,s inde d.U

(a) 'UJ--1D, SiT 64-13796t failed to start prior to irst
lift, L.tory wsry,)Co~lc7, and aircraft started and -)2,.rticip:ated in the ma
t.1ial lift'.

(b) 7'1-1 1 S1A' 63-129c97, rceived srmll Zarns r.Dll Und _ tLot
rij .cain nose winic.: Aircra-ft was in-s Octod and, cont'Uinued the_ Lnssion

(2) U 'I-iD, SIT 64-135'71, A/82nd Avic.tion Latlo x-,rioncod
low )ovor vith Iii ;h torcuc :'e~adng Lando. embaust aas toL1.3ra.curo of 0 do-.LoeO5.

*Aircraft wa- s ins,.octc1 and Iound_ thc lil bladea were nicIked and bent. Aircraft
did not nLU2ote last lift, but was a.ble to return to honc st.ation for rir, s-

(3) U.-rD S"IT 64-13999, 197th Aviat-'ion Co--n ocie n~
-VMSL1 round. thr:ouL h loadin- Qldi~o of tail1 rotor "bldcs. Dauaeo,-ui%.-ed on last
lifti and aircra-.ft returned, to .ome st.ation for ers

c. iLLdicl

(1) k'nandin- Office-r (-Clinht Sursoon), 93rd iclDth-
nenlt wa:s loatd t utta lion forwar,:.d oov.nd ;ost 'ouau th Urain

(2) 93rd. 0 cical Det,.c~ant rovidolazblac an.d two aid meon

on o*.tc.ndW'j at Sna-kc-pt stc.inrzare during o-)or,-ation.

(3) Litta:lion fli';"ht surL-,eon wacs airborne and on station
U.rLouwh'out thie o er _tion.

(4) IJo ca sual.ties were ruoo:rted or t'Ureate-,d earin,- t.'uio 0.er--
tions.



5. POI~ Fi radio int, rfornco continues to ba a ixrj or problazi.
During this o cr--ation ndunidkenti.-iod JS Artila fire direction nat was
oiorating o-, 1he 145th Avia-tion ll:.ttaJlion Z'~'~t ~ fa.LrCuncy. '21is fro..
quency is usad tlthe battaJlion for critical .tin O oorations and con-.
trol.

6. 00oc: I Au±~ IM .~~:.: :D O

a. Thiis operation, :although larp~a and coa)o, Im s pe)rformed inl a
hir _yrofassional Lind e:~r~eys±aoo-th amner.

b. .- ocoraond theo Ist Infantry Division Signal- Officer- closoly, .:-.oni.-
1=171i ~ . .rmc zsi~uans in o:cier to -Jracludo O.ilicato z, 1 a of Fl-

rzdio froouencies withi aviation units.

Lt Col, Lif?
Go anding

ff



145TH JI0( N vh'ET..LIQU
"L an Francisco 96227

4JIVAW-JV24 February 1966

SM, JECT: ed&ter ixtion Report, 145th ;,viation Battalion Cperation 11-66,
21 February 1966

T~t, Commanding General, let Inantry Division, AiQ Ban Franciso 96345

1. T.U% UGZ.2A"TIUN a

a. liattalion Headquarers

145th .viation Dattalion Command and Control Relicol~ter
74th iviation Cojnpany()
197th aviation Company(-

b. IM 1sFiaht EleMts 68th iiviat ion Company (A&L) a

14 UH-iD Helicopters
5 IM-Li i.rmed) Helicopters
1 UH-I.: (Maint) Helicopter

a. 2nd Flight Elements 118th aviation Comi~any (jliL)s

13 UH-lD Nelioopters

5 UH-r, I "rmed Helicopters
UH-n3 hIaint Helicopter

d. 3rd.Flight Elements 4~ Cot 5(clst iiviation :3attalion (,JIL)e

13 UH-13) Kelioo ters
5 UH-IL (.rmad) Helicopters
1 M-113 (Mjint) Helicopter

e. Sup..ort Element:

145th Aviation Lattalion Communications Section
145th Ax.iation Battalion ialthfinder Detachment
145th , viation Battalion biintenanos Section
56th Transportation Coi, (-
57th 1iedioal Detachment



2. 1ISBI'N: The 145th "viation Battalion provided troop carriers,
armed helicopters, andoommand and control aircraft to support the 2nd
Brigade, 1st (US) Infantry Division, airmobile assault into landing zones
aN (coordinates Xr 448375) and BETTY (coordinates XT 487385); thereafter,provided armied helicopters for continuous overhead cover of ound operations

and troop carrier helicopters as required for logistical support throughout
the operation, and for extraction of ground forces on order.

3. SUJARY tF UtEPLTILNl

a. y detailed command and staff briefing was conducted on 20
February 1966 for all Battalion andsupporting elements in preparation for
st Infantry Division Operation LXIFF. In addition, a final briefing

was conducted for all flight crews and support personnel in the Bien Hoa
(SLNFIIT) staging area on the morning of theoperation. Battalion flight
elements closed into the SNMJ,IT under the cover of darkness for organization
and preparation for combat.

bt The first lift departed the staging area at G16 hours enroute
to Dau Tieng (coordinates XT 495470) for troop loading and the initial
assault into LZ aN. Organic armed platoons of the airmobile companies
preceded the flight elements into the forward pickup site for early
replenishment of fuel. Tactical air, artillery, and the armed helicopter
preparation of LZ .YN was very effective and the assault landing was unopposed.
Light small arms fire was received 3(0 meters southeast of the LZ by armed
helicopters coverinEC the assault landing. Suppressive fires were rendered
with unknown results. Three additional lifts were made into LZ 1.0 with
no resistance being encountered. Light enemy small arms and automatic
wealons fire was received enroute to the LZ on subsequent lifts by the lead
flight element; other flight elements iEe diverted in order to avoid the
known enemy positions.

o. 1rior to the completion of all lifts into L 4N; tactical air
and artillery pre-arations were begun on LZ DETAY 4 Km to the east. "rmed
helicopters completed the preparation of LZ BETTY, marked the LZ, and escorted
the troop carriers during the assault landings. Two relatively uno,*osed
lifts were made into LZ 1232. Light small arms fire was received in the
vicinity of the LZ with 3 aircraft receiving 4 hits. Upon completion of the
last lift, at lG36 hours, all flight elements returned to Dau Tieng
for minimum refueling and return to home station. Two troop carriers, one
command and control helicopter and two light fire teams were placed in direct
support of the ground operation upon completion of the airmobile assault%

d. The 197th Lviation Company provided armed helicopters for
escort, flight route anil LZ reconnaissance, LZ marking and prestrike. In
addition, armed fire teams provided continuous covarae during the operation.
Une armed platoon was used for armed reconnaissance along the Saigon iiiver,
in sector, sealing Viet Cong routes from the operational area.

i 117



e. The 74th Aviation Company provided one 0-lF aircraft for radio

relay, surveillance, and weather advisories throughout the operation.

8EQUENCE OF VETS

0700 21 Feb 66 Final Driofing
0715 145th An Bn closed Bien Hoa
0745 145th 4vflDv n C&C reported Dau Tieng
0748 simed lit's arrived I*u Tieng
0816 145th Avn Bn departed Bien Hoa
0820-0835 Arty prep, LZ aN
0835-0855 Tac Air prep, LZ LNN
0848 145th vn Bn arrived Dau Tieng loaded and departed
0855-0900 Armed Hoptr prep, LZ ON
0900 1st Aslt landing, LZ 11W

0915 2nd alt landing, LZ
0925Y0945 Tac Air prep, LZ BETTY

0930 3rd slt landing, LZ NN
0945 4th Aslt landing, LZ aW(B)
0945-0955 Arty prep, LZ BETTY
0955-1000 Lrmed Hcptr prep, LZ BETTY
1000 5th Aslt landing, LZ BETTY
1015 6th Lslt landing, iz BETTY
1020 Armed Hoptrs returned Dau Tieng and refueled
1045 145th Lvn Bn returned to home station and wore

released to assigned missions

fe In support of the air movement and ensuing grourd operation,
the 345th viation Battalion ocmmitted one 01-F airp'Lane and75 hwlicopters,

flying 205.2 hours and 975 sorties, i total of 1273 troops were lifted in
I hour and 27 minutes. The Battalion Command and Control helicopter was
used by the Brigade Command Group for coordination and oontrol of Tac Jiir,
artillory, and other supporting elements during the air movement of the
brigade.

g. The 145th aviation Battalion was notified by lot Infantry Division
AmDy Aviation Control Center, 241930 February 1966, to prepare for airmobile
extraction of 2nd Brigade, 1st Infantry Division on the following morning.
Battalion ombat and supporting elements were issued a warning order for the
operation and alerted for early morning assembly in the Bien Boa (SITAMIT)
staging area. The Battalion 8-2 and S-3 departed prior to daylight for the
Brigade forward cozmand post at Dau Tieng for ecordination, final briefing,
and reconnaissance of the intended extraction sites. Two sitrs were selected
for the extraction; LZ RED (coordinates XT 53235) and LZ BLUE (coordinates
XT 523359). j final briefinj, was given to all participating persoanel at
the lFMIT and battalion elements dearted at 0920 huars for the first
extraction from L2 r=D. The Battalion lathfinder betaosment assisted with
the organization and loading in LZ BED! eli group personnel were extracted
in two lifts without any major difficulty. Light enezmy small arms fire and
automatic weapons fire was rpoeived during the approaoh and departure from
the lU.

/t



Four lifts were required for extraction of two Battalions from LZ BLU.
Some delay was experienced due to ground unit disorientation and late
Urival in- tboLZ frpi .l troops were extracted to the Mau Tieng
airfield. Armed helicopters and troop carriers were refueled and returned
to home station at 1130 hours.

h. The Battalion Command and Control helicopter was used by the
Brigade Command Group for coordination and control of the operation. A
total of 1025 troops were extracted by 30 helicopters flying 99.3 hours and
585 combat sorties in support of the operation. Three aircraft received a
total of five hits and there were no casualties.

4. AILINISTRAION AND LOGISTICSs

a. Supply a

(1) All Class III and V were supplies by lot Infantry Division
in support of this operation.

(2) Coordination was made by the Asst S-4, 145th Aviation Battalior
with Asst S-4, lt Avlation Battalion and G-49 let Infantry Division to verify
preposi'ioning of supplies.

(3) Coordination was made with the Asst S-4, 2nd Bde, 3st Infantry

Division to position Class V at three locations on the airfield for armed
helicopters.

b e Kaintenanse,

(1) & maintenance representative was located at Dau Tieng
throughout the operation.

(2) No maintenance problems were encountered during the operation.

a. Medical&

(m) aThe 93rd kedical Detachment provided two (2) medical aid

men and ambulance on standby at the dAkXPIT throughout the operation.
(2) The Battalion Surgeon was located at the 2nd Bde ,edical

clearing station at Dau Tieng during the operation.

(3) No casualties were reported or treated during the operation.

5* COWZ1S AN RE0O1, 1TIONS

a. Communications could not be maintained with the air mission
commander on the assigned VHF radio frequency due to interference and radio
difficulty. The assigned frequency was the same as Saigon Tower (Tan son
Nhut) for ground control of aircraft and is heavily used for this purposes
Other available VHF frequenoies axe fully committed for control of armed
helicopter platoons.



Lack of communications is also attributed to the air mission Wmraander not
being able to monitor the assigned control frequency due to other commitments.
It is recommended that VHF radio frequencies not be used for overall control
of airmobile operations and that a ground control reporting facility be
established for reception of required progress reports.

b. There was an insufficient amount of JP/4 fuel at Dau Tieng
to effectively sustain the operation throughout the day. Troop carriers
were provided just enough fuel to enable them to return to home station.
Had the tactical situation required emergency resupply, medical evacuation
or repositioning of troops imuediately after completion of airmobile assault
operations, the missions could not have been accomplished because of the
fuel problem. In addition, armed helicopters were not able to provide continuous
overhead cover to su:port the ground troops throughout the day because of
the shortage of fuel. The assistant S-4 of this Battalion coordinated with the
Assistant S-4 of 2nd Bde prior to the start of theoperations and advised that
considerable more fuel would be necessary in support of the pending operation

-  than what was planned for prestook at Dau Tieng. Recommend that in the
future, units providing support for the 145th Aviation Battalion coordinate with
the S-4 as far in advance as possible to establish fuel requirements of the
Battalion.

c. Crews of the armed helicopters providing overhead cover to
the ground troops subsequent to the airmobile operations were required to
assemble 2.75 rockets prior to loading. This caused excessive delay on the
ground. Recommend n-rovisions to be made to assemble the 2.75 rockets prior
to start of an operation to preclude loss of time by helicopter crews in
providing effective overhead cover to ground troops.

do Both operations were performed in an extremely smooth and
professional manner.

li ORSII K. MOST

Lt Col Inf
Commanding

I



'o Sa~n Fra~ncisco 96 307

AVP.W-F24 FebruAry 1966

SUBJECT: After ction Report, ].Irth ! .viation B.-ttdlion Operption 12-66
22 Februnry, 1966

TO: Communnding Gen.rpl, 1st Infantry Division, APO S~n Fr-ncisco 96345
Doputy Senior ldvisor, III Corps,. 4PO San Fr,-ncisco 96227
Coanding Officer,. 12th 'viption f~roup, APO S.1n Fr~ncisco 96307

1. TASK ORGAPTZIZATIOV~:

V-i . Battalion HepdQuArters:

145th Avia"tion Bm~ttAlion Command -pnd Control Helicop~ter
197th Avi:,tijfl Company (-)

b. let Flijit Flamant: 118th 'Wvtion Comrany (4-1)

10 UH-ID Helicortors
5 tIHI-IB (Armed) Helic.-pters
1 UH-15 (Maint) Helico-ter

c. 2nd Flight Slamtott: A Co, 82nd kvition EBAttmlion (011):

10 VH-iD Helicopters
5 UH-lP (krmed) Helicopters( 1 UH-lB (Haint) Helicopter

d. 31rd Flight Element: 68th Pvisation Company Mi)2

12 UH-iD Helicopters (2 Replocemnant)
5 1"-lB (Armud) Helicopters
I1 IH-1B (?tint) Helicopter

e. 21pport Slei ~nt:

145th AviAtion BAttplion Cozun'intions Secti-nn
145th Aviption BottAlion PAthfinder DetAchment
145th '~ Ivition 9-ttmlion MeintanAnce Section
145th Aviation BattAlion 1POL Section
56th Tranuport-ti4n Compony (.
57th Medi.cal Detahment(-



2. MIS6IO'": The 145th Pvirtion B~ttplion provided troop c.-rriers, Prmed
-helicopters, survcillncj oircr -ft ,.nd comnmnd Pnd control nircrnft to the
43rd ARYN Infantry Regiment Pirmobile q~ssn'ult into LZ *14ITE (coordin.,tes YS
419714) 8 Km southweost of Binh Gin.

3. SUMIRY OF OPER1ATION~:

P. BAUttlion combAt And suipporting alements were closed into the
Bieni HoA (SNAKEPIT) stpging nrep for fin~l org~nizntion, briefing Pnd vrrepprotion
for comb~t, 220550 F.,bruqry 1966. The StNAKEPIT wt's l-' ghted .rd control ed

by the B~ttadion Pnthfinder Det.-chment for Arriv4, of the aircrn~ft rrior toa

b. The first flight elemnent depprted the. 8NUW~IT at 060~ hours
=nroute to LZ 0RWNGE (Pmn Loc, coordin-tas YT 44'109) for thie initi~1 loodi c:

of Psspult troops. Org~nic Armed helicopter pl-'toons of the sAirmr'bile co!:. -Ajs38
preciaded tho lift eldnents to the forw-rd str~'4ng nrea for refueli-_ )rio' -.o
the oporition. This anbld the -rrned helicopters to rcmqin on station As
long os the troop ce'rriers without Pdditionpi1 refuelina. Troops w re lo~dcd
Pnd -11J fligh t el merts depqrtad for the obj-ctive nrep prccedod by nv me
pl-toori of the 197th Ain~ttion Conppry. Only orponic -'rm,,d helico-'ter s'-prp, 't
w-4s usod for the LZ prmppr-tiori, sin~ce the orae' wns (Xtrenely dry "nd subject
to inimedii'te burning;howaver, Toc 'ir wns :-vible on c -p. The first -issnul'
1nnding w,-s m--de behind A on- mint-.e --rmned hclicorter prestrike ind w-s totr-ll
unopposad. The lpnding zone immedi.at ,ly niught fire rns expected; howivoi , oll
lift elements antered "rid dop-rted th3 LZ without -ny difficulty. Light c'nem~r
sml -%rms and ':utomptic weqpons fire wps recoiv.Dd along the dep-irture fliroht
route, approdmttly 6 Km northast of the LZ. Flight 31'monts w~ero~ divert ~d
Prourid the known enemy loc~tions ,rid ' T,,c ir strike w,'s coordin~tqd nnd
dirceted from the Coamand And Control helicopter on the enemy position.

c. The 2nd., 3rd ,nd n~ pt~rtiqal 4th lift were divertc.d into mn
Dltrnpe LI Km north of LZ 7.HITE, due to intense smoke Pnd '-w visibility

from the burning of the primqry LZ. This h-,d been Anticip'1ted dio-ing tha
pl~nning ph.3sc of the opari'tion And Wes coordin-ted in -dv )nco -s plirt of
the overALU pl'n. The :,lternrto LZ hn'd been proviously biirn ~d f f ,~nd
b,3cpmo axtr(_,maly dusty fro'na flying debris And burned p,,rticles. Flight forimotions
%era coutioried, spra-d out, and 1~nded without incidant. Light enemy fire w~s
received north of the LZ by rrmed -2scort elcments. Th3 1st lift was compl;Ar
At 1021 hours and DI1 flight 3. merits were relersed for returm to home stption,

* except for 3 tro7op c-rriers Pnd two light fire teams wh~ich rarnined to su-pport
the ground operption.

d. The 197th Avintion Com-irny provided flight route -~nd surrournding
!arep rconn~iess'nce, LZ prastrike, mnrkirig -nn cc Itinuous armed overheAd covir
of the ground op,, rnttion.



Secuence of rvents

22050 Feb 66 145th Alm % (-) closed ien No&
0600 Final 9riefing
0630 145th Avn qn C&C aircraft reported to XL, armed

aircraft reported to XL, refueled
O649 145th Avn Rn (-) departed Bien Roa
0707 145th Avn Bn (-) arrived An Troc, loaded troops
0710 145th A vn n (-) departed An Loc
07 8-0730 Armed hcrtr prestrike & mark, LZ II
0730 1st Aslt Landing LZ 4HITE
0814 2nd Aslt Landing LZ IHI7E
0035-905 145th Avn En arrived Xuan Loc refueled
0910 145th Avn Rn arrived An Loc loaded and departed

0930 3rd Aslt landing LZ ,,HIT
0935 Bn elements rdleased

a. In support of the operation, the 145th Aviation Battalion conmitted

r.62 helicopters which flew 192.6 hours and 563 sorties. A total of 970 troops
were lifted into the operational area. The Battalion Command and Control
helicopter flew the Division Command and Control group during the air movement
phase of the operatinn.

4. AIMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS:

a, Supply:

(1) The Battalion PL Section displaced nine (9) fuel dispensing
units to Yuan Loc on I February 1966, in preparation for the oDeration.

(2) A total of three (3) IF-ID's were recuired to transport
men and er'uirment to and from Yuan Loc.

(3) A total of 10,900 gallons of JP/4 were used in support
of this operation.

b. Paintenance:

(1) MaintenancC representative was located at Xuan Loc throughout
the operation.

(2) go mAdntenance or comhat damhp was encountered during the
operation.

c. Medical:

(1) Rattalinn Surgeon was located at Yuan Toc throughout the
operation.

(2) Vo casualties were reported or treated as a result of the

oneration.



5. COC&MENTS AND RECMMUND',TIONS:

a. This operation was conducted without an artillerv or Tac Air
prestrike of the LZ in order to achieve maximum surprise and to keep from
igniting the dry LZ grass. Armed helicopters did an excellent job of preparing
the LZ one minute prior to the arrival of the lift elements. This technicue
varied a rrevious1v set pattern of lengthy LZ preparation, achieved maximum
surnrise and is hiphly recommended as a variation when the situation will permit.

b. The 145th Aviation Rattalion demonstrated excellent flexibility

and control during the operati.on and it was excuted in a smooth and highly
professional manner.

HORST K. JOOST
Lt Col Tnfantry
Cormanding

IL
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14511 T AVIATOU ~TTALION

A20 S,,.n Frc .-icisco 96307

AVAW-FD

SUi..Jj (;CT: After ActCion Poport of~ 1415th Avetion 1>ttl.1ion Operation 13-'6.,
26 Fobruary 1966

ITO: Comil-Lading Goneral, 1st Lfn-Vry' Division, ii2O San Francisco 96345
Dc,.,uty Senior Advisor, III Corps, L30 Sa~n Prazncisco 9,' 27

Ca~~i~Officor, 12tha Avi--tion Group, A.?O S.-n Fi-:.i.cisco 96'J307

a. Battalion *-uaqu.rters:

74th Av,:tion or'rr()
197th Avi&;- ion Cto n 0i-nd'n ?n:'o 1zoro

b .1st97 jj 6th Aviation Co:iW.ry (I .1)

5 1L..JJ (-o) lico --tors

c. 2d F.I~t ~.~int~A Cmijxny, 501st vication itt- 1ion(A2)

1 GL-J.2 Laiit)zlico'tors

145-Lh Avi,-.tion Gt~1 o Ca-unic.tt ions Section
145th Avic.Cin jattc..hon .zintor nco -2ction
145tli Avation ~t1~~ inewr D&o a'c~i~
145th 'vi&,io . ion -10 2O .ction

5 7th 1i'Udic.1 Dut:.ehzint ( Al;: L-ib)()

2. 1I0.-:O T'ho 145ti ft"vixLanf Z. ttz- .1ion rovided ' xoopez'i.~d 'ilc~os survaiU~awe nd -ontrol -ircr.-.ft 'ar tho1 5O2, '.i ;
25th l~ bivis-on, in ti eonduct'C o:' -'imi.l~o ..ss-'-ata in ;a) to L~:
za~ost (LZ AMI coor at~is Z 567C%2- n 12 JOiz l o;i-aw.tos lZ 6;6b32) Vi-

Uai 2 3 . \.: za o:C Z Tj Lc in ozdur to w:i,=t su.arch 'nd C3s'o 0-

'O.'tio s Vtot Con; Fo-,; s, u-);Pl ,)a, -. d i sta l-a iow



3. SU-V'-RY OF OFER"TI ,NS:

a. Rattalion corbat and s-uprting elenents closed the Bien Foa
(SNAKEPIT) v+ginp area ?607'0 Februarv 1966 for final biefing and organization

for combat.

b. Flipht elements departed Bien Poa enroute to the troop loading
site (LZ MAUDE) at Ren Luc at 0816 howrs. A flight route to the east of
the Saigon Tan Son iMhut area had been previously coordinated with friendly
artillery and the United Aates Air Force. The 145th Aviation Rattalion
Pathfinder Detachment (-) had preceded the lift elements and prepared the
troops for immediate loading upon arrival of the troop cprriers. A large
rice paddy area 2 Km east of len Luc was used as a loading zone and no
difficulty in loading was experienced.

c. The initial ainmobile assault into LZ ANN was preceded by an intense
and very effective tactical air preparation. Light enemy fire was received
on approach to and departure from the lending zone as well as from the
canal lines north of the landing zone. The second lift into LZ ANN was on
schedule and enemy fire received was ineffective. The command and control
helicopter directed tactical air and armed helicopter strikes aganist the
areas from which hostile fire had been received.

d. Tactical air attempted to start preoaration of the second landing
zone (LZ JOHN) ten minutes early instead of adhering to the planned and
coordination schedule; however, this was co-redtod by the Air Mission Conriander
in the Command ind Control helicopter and subsecuent lifts were landed on
schedule and without opposition. Light fire continued to be received on
the approaches to and derartures from the landing zone.

e. One UIP-lD (Air Anbulnnce) holicontor of the 57th I edical
Detachment evacuated one wounded child and one ARTT soldier to Ren Luc.

f. The 74th Aviation Corminy provided one 0-IF for radio relay,
weather advisory, and surveillnce throughout the operation.

g. The 197th Aviation Companv provided 8 UY-IB (Armed) helicopters
and conducted flight route and surrounding area reconnaissance, landing zone
marking and prcstrike, and providcd two light fire teans for continuous
overhead cover of the pround oDeration.

SEQULNCE OF EVETS

260710 Feb 66 145th Avn Rn (-) closed SNAE PIT
0715 Final Briefing
0800 P,thfindcr renortnd LZ MAUDE
0816 145th Mvn n (-) departed SNAKEPIT
08O?0-0855 Tac Air nrnred LZ ANN
0830 C.'W uctr reported L7 HAUDE
0844 145th Avn 9n (-) arrived LZ KAUDE and loAded
0847 145th Wvn Bn (-) departed LZ MAUDE

.t-!-



0855-090~0 ,rn1Cd 'CTtrs nrki-d j1- Trrstruck T7 .11Y74
0900 1st :sit ondinr. LZ ;I'V
0925 2nd 'slt land~jng LZ jOIN
0927-0947 Thc .. ir 'rc pr. d LZ J {N
097-0952 Irled ucntrs riarkr'd 'r prr struck LZ JCHN
0952 3rd ',slt lanoing LZ JOHN
1019 4th '.slt lrnding LZ JOHN
1045 145th Avn T3n (-) arrivod SNAOLPIT and refueled;

Bn elcments released

h. Yn sup-ort of this onrration the 145th Aviation Pattalion provided
one O-IF airnlane and 44 holicorters flvnp 110 hours and 396 cmbt sorties.
Two aircraft from the 145th /.viation Battalion received two hidts. There
was one friendlir casualty among the flight crews.

4. iMINISTATION 11D LOGISTICS:

a. Suplir:

(1) Refueling was conducted at Pien "oa for all elements prior
to lift.

(2) Coordination was made with the 197th Aviation Company for
refueling and rearming of armed heliconters at Thn Son Phut Air "ase, for
this oeration.

b. 14intenance:

(1) Ypintennce renresentative wrs on standby at the SNAMEPIT
throughnut the operation.

(2) The following aircroft fron Second Section, Second Plato'n,
171st I.viation Corpany received conibht damage as indicated.

(a) Ur-Il, SIT 63-Z32, received a smali arms round through
underside of cargo c*m-tirtnent. nmaoe was nrinor and aircraft continued missinn.

(3) The foll-winq Aircraft fron f Connnnv, 50lst viation 4attal-
ion received combat daruare as inficrted:

(a) W*-1, Swl 63-12921, received small arms round through
transnission 1nd transmission cowling. Aircraft returned to home station
fir rer,'irs.

c. ledical:

(1) npttalinn Sirpeon wrs located at SNAJEPIT throughout the
operation.

(2) 93rd edeical Det.Acbment nrovided on m-dcal nid man with
amb, l-nce on standby at M"K1PIT.

1.



i
(3) A crew rienhor the 197th '7"tinl 'npanv sustained

IIA +en smoke Prenade ipnited durinp f.rinp rpss rier LZ. This

resulted in second and third depr c burns to the innr thiph. Individual
evacuated to 3rd Field Rositial.

(4) An RV.T soldier and an indiyenous person were wounded and

evacuated by Dust Off.

5. COINTS AND RECONM'DITIONS:

a. The pround unit did not use the standard 1st 'US) Tnfantry
Division Artillerv Grid system for the control of supporting artillery
fires. This grid is cirried on the map of all aviators and must be used
by all pround elements for safe and efficient control of artillery in the

conduct of airnobile onerations.

b. Tn tIis operation no consideration had been gIven by the ground

element as to restrictions on canal or witerway traffic. It is imperative

that proper coordination and control of this traffic be thoroughly planned
and emphasized so that sufficient restrictions and controls on suppressive

fires can be effected by the airmobile force commander.

HORST K. JOOST
Lt Col Tnfantry
C onrianding

{2 6



HEAD~ U'RTERS
14 5TH AVI;ATIOIi i3;.YfIJI0N
APO S-'n Fra-ncisco 96227

5 March 1.966

SUBJECT: f&ftrr ction Rernort, 145th Aviation Battalion Rapid Reiction
26 February 1966, and Operation 14-66 1 March 1966

TO: Commanding fleneral,. 1st Infantrv Division, APO San Francisco 96345
Tleputv Senior Advisory, ITT Corps, APO San Francisco 96227
Commanding Officer, 12th Aviation (~roup, APO San Francisco 96307

1. TASK 0RGANIZATI0N

a. Pattali on Hennuarte?'g:

145th Iviation 'Battalion Corv-ianc! and Contrnl 4elicopter
L97th Aviation Comnpany(-)

b. 1st Flight Element: A Conpany, 82 Aviation Battalion (APT,):

12 TY-1D Felicopters
5 UHF-lB (Arried) Helicopters
1 ITH1-B (Mint) !HeliLcopter

c. 2nd Flig-ht Element: t Cm~pany 501st ftiation Blattalion (M)

12 TTV-ID Veliconters
5 TPH-lB (trmed) Velicoptcors
1 UH-.)B (ITaint) Helicopter

145th ',viAtion Battplinn CmW unications Secti,-n
145th 'viation Pattalion Prtlfindcr Detachm~ent
145th .viFati,-n Batte\l ion Mr.inten.o ncc Section
145th tviation latt~lion Pf)L S cti-n
56th fransportttion Coip'ny (-)
57th Medioni DetActumont (Air Anb)(-)

2. ?IISSION: The 145th Av~iAtton Rnttalinn provided V-o necessary troop
carricrs, Pir~d cover, r~nd conripnd ,,ad control ,ircr -ft for the 173rd *irh-nc~
BrigAde a'ir movenont.

3. SUM~aY OF OPT.RATI)N:

a. The 145th Aviatimn Battalion wees alerted for extractIon of the

2 /1503rd Airborne Thfantry qattnli on by let Tnfantryr Division Arm~y. Avinti-n

Control Crnter; 26 FobruArr 1966.I



Uvon trrival of tl-e Itti -n CranMr and S-3 nt the Prig,-de Com-ind Post,
the mission was chanrd to : comlt .Fscult xrith ,ne rifle cnrnnny. The
2/503rd which had n,,dc h -vy cont-ct -Ith the cnemy was to be reinforced and
remain in tc assigned TMOR. Tactical Air, nrtillcr7, and Army Aviation
Support was cuickly nlanncd and coordinated for the operation.

b. Flight leaders were rivcn a briofing ,nd all elements prepared
for inmiediate departure from separate staging nreas (assigned unit areas).
Trooos were loaded at t 'e 173rd Airborne Brigado helipad and departed at
1630 hours for the operational area. Tctical air prestruck targets in
the vicinity of the LZ (coordinates YT894155) and armed helicopters were
used for suppressive fire during the assault landing. Tight anall arms
and automatic weapons fire was received dur -C the landing and numerous
fires werc. started in the landing area. Only one lift was recuired to
lift the nssault force of 168 men and all aircraft were released at. 1715
hours. In surport of the operation the 145th tviatin Rattalion committed
33 helicopters which flew 4 .3 hours and 165 sorties. N m aircraft received
hits and their were no casualties among the flight crews.

c. The Pattalion was agoin alerted 1 March 1966 for extraction of
2/503rd Airborne Tnflantry3 Battalion. The flitht leaders were briefed
at the Bien Foa (SIAKEPIT) staging area at 1130 hours and all elements
were prepared for the extraction. The flight elements were staged from
separate locations (assigned unit areas) and joined in the air for te
operation.

d. Battalion Pathfinders and the cor~and and control helicopter
proced& t1 e flight elements into the LZ (coordinates XT 878268) for
final coordination -,nd preparation of troops for loading. The landing zone
selected by the pround unit was extremely smll and only large enough
to accommodate one half of each flight elenent (five helicopters). In
addition, t-ere were obstacles 30 feet high at the departure end of the
landing zone and the density altitude was approxinately 3000 feet. The
flight elements were sep-r,,ted Ind cautioned about the landing zone conditions.
The extraction began at exactly 1300 hours, recruiring three lifts 'nd wa-s
cmnpleted at I15 hours. Light small arms ,nd .utomatic weapons fire was
received on approach and departure fron the lndinr zwne. The flight
routes were adusted to avoid te har'rdous areas and Prmed helicorter
strikes were conducted on known and suspected enemy positinns. A total nf
4&88 troons were extracted in one hour and fifteen minutes. The battnlion
comnitted 36 helicopters for the operation and flew 56.8 hours Pnd 185
comibat sorties. No aircraft were hit bv enemy fire and there were no
aviation crew casualties.

e. The Battalion Ccorand and Control helicopter carried the ground
,round ccnMand group during each nperetion and controlled the air movement.

"!

r . . .. . . . .. .. .



4. AMIPfISThATION ;ND LJGISTICL :

a. Supply:

No supplies were recuired for either the assault or the
extraction phase of the operation.

b. Maintenance:

YTo maintenpnce problems or ccmbat damage was reported during te
two phases of the operiation.

c. Medical:

No casualties were reported o'r treated during either phase of the

operation.

5. CO}ITS AND RE(OMNDATIONS:

Each operation, Although rapidly planned, was executed in a highly

rrofessionl manner without -ny major difficultie-s.

ORS K.JOST1 'J T  J
Lt Col Infantrv

Cormanding

II



HEAD4UAHTERS
145TH AVIATION BATIALION
APO San Franciwo 96227

AVAW-C 10 March 1966

SUBJECT t After Action Report, 145th Aviation Battalion Operation 16-66
3 March 1966

TO: Commanding General, 1st Infantry Division, APO San Francisco 96345
Deputy Senior Advisor, III Corps, APO San Francisco 96227
Commanding Officer, 12th Aviation Group, APO San Francisco 96307

1. TASK ORGANIZATIONs

a. Battalion Headouarterss

145th Aviation Battalion Command and Control Helicopter
197th Aviation Company (-)

b. 1st Flight Elements 118th Aviation Company (AML),

8 UH-1D Helicopters

5 UH-lB (Armed) Helicopters
1 UR-lB (Maint) Helicopter

c. W Fight 3lement: A Company, 82nd Aviation Battalion (Iam)s

9 UH-iB Helicopters
5 UH-lB (&rmed Helicopters
1 UH-lB (Maint) Helicopter

d. 3rd Flight Elements 68th Aviation Company (AML),

9 UH-ID Helicopters
5 UH-lB (Armed) Helicopters
1 UH-1B (Maint) Helicopter

e. gapport Elements

145th Aviation Battalion Coununicatione Section
145th Aviation Battalion Pathfindor Detachment
145th Aviation Battalion POL Section
56th Transportation Comp (-)
57th Medical Dtaohment (Lir Amb) (-)

--



2. YISSIONt The 145th Aviation Battalion provided the neoessary
troop carriers, armed helicopters, and cormaind and control aircraft for
the 43rd Regiment# 10th (ARVN) Division's airmobile assaulb from LZ BLUE
(coordinates YS 398627) into LZ PURPL. (coordinates ,Ys 501539),beginning
03080 March 1966.

3. SUWJhRY OF OPERATIONs

a. Battalion combat and supporting element reprosentative. wore
assembled at the Bien Hoa (SLZEPIT) staging area 030600 March 1966 for briefing
prior to the operation. The flight elements were stagd at four separate
locations, (Bien Hoa, 173rd Abn Bde helipad, Vung Taup and Tan Son Nhut) and
converged for the operation atthe forward troop loading zone.

b. Slight elements departed their respective staging Iareas,beginning,
030715 March for LZ BLUE. Mae to an unexpected cloud layer, flight altitude was
adjusted from 2000 feet MSL to 1500 feet MSL. Some difficulty was experienced
by Tao Air during the LZ preparation due to the unexpected low layer of clouds;
however, naval gunfire and armed helicopters were also used in the preparation
andwve expertly coordinated from the Command and Control helicopter. Light

- small arms and automatic weapons fire was received bythwoflight elements on
\- ; approach and departure from LZ. PURPLE during U& initial assault. A ,eavy-left"

landing formation was used to position maximum army aviation fire support toward
the enemy side of the LZ. Organic armed helioop'ers were also employed heavily OA
the left. gubsequent flight elements were diverted around t known enemy locations
and Tac Air was directed into the area between the lst and 2nd lifts in order to
neutralize enemy fire.

c. The 2nd and 3rd and a partial 4th lift were made into the. ln
zone without any major dlifficulties. One AMI soldier was reported injured
and the aeromedical evacuation ambulance was directed into the area for casualty
evacuation. Upon completion of the last lift, three troop carriers and two light
fire teams were assigned to continue support of the ground operation. The
remaining flight elemonts were released to home station at 0945 hours to prepare
for normal scheduled III Corps. missions.

d. The 197th Aviation Company provided 8 UH-1 (Armed) helicopters
2 and conducted flight route and surrounding area reconnaissanoe, LZ marking

and prestrike, and two light fire teams faoontinuous cover of ground operations.

SEM =C OF EVMS

0600 Final Briefing BRAZEP."
0645 O& reported Xuan Loa
0630-0730 Naval Gun Pire
0715 Pathfinders reported to LZ BLUE
0722 145th Avn Bn (-) deparet. Bien ga
0730-0755 Tao Air Prestrike LZ PmR



0737 68tb Avn Go departed Vung Tau
0745 145th Avn Bn arrived, loaded and departedLZ BLUE

0755-0800 Jahnod helicopters prestruck LZ PURPLE
0800 1st Aslt landing LZ PURPLE
0830 2nd Asit ]anding LZ PURPLE
0900 3rd Aslt landing LZ PURPLE
0930-1000 Bn clement arrived XL and VT; refueled
1025 145th Avn Bn arrived LZ PURPLE, loaded,

and-departed

1040 4th Aslt landing LZ PURPLE

e. In support of this operation, the 145th Aviation Battalion committed
52 helicopters which flew 119.3 hours and 390 sorties. 977 assault troops were
lifted into the operational area in 1 hour and 48 minutes. No aircraft were hit
and there were no casualties among the flight crews.

4. AWIiINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS:

a. Suplyt

(1) Refueling and rearming of aircraft for this operation was
scheduled to be conducted at Xuan Loc.

(2) Having received a warring order from the S-3, the S-4 made
arrangementa to transport eight (8) fuel pumping units direct from Ta.y Ninh to
Xuan Lou on 2 March 1966.

(3) Coordination was made with 10th Division G-4 advisor for
the refueling of bladders in preparation for the operation.

(4) The assistant 8-4 with nine (9) enlisted men departed Bien
Hoa for Xuan Lou at 0640 hours, 3 March; however refueling was not required.
Equipment and men were returned to home station.

b. Maintenances

(i) A maintenance representative was located at Xuan Loc until
completion of the operation.

(2) No maintenance problems or damage was reported.

c. Medical:

(1) The Battalion Aid Station was located at Vung Tau and staffed
by th% 430th Medical Detachment.

(2) No casualties were reported or treated as a result of the
operation.

5. C%2EWTS AND RECOWDAITIO

a. Troops. wero extremely slow in moving off the immediate landing area.



This is a problem of great concern since flight elements are spaced one minute Or
less apart during combat assaults and require immediate dlearance in the area.

8inco the LZ and surrounding area ha becu heavily prestruck and armed blicopters
are providing close and continuous sujpressive fire during landing, it would
appear to be to the friendly units advantage to aggressively move forwart and
retain the initiative. Delay in clearing tho landing area also presents inumerable
safety hazards to ground troops and approaching helicoptera, in that troops may
be struck by approaching aircraft or cause the aircraft to collide while
maneuvering to avoid personnel on the LZ. It is highly recommended that these
critical points be emphasized during training and operational planning.

b. The tdchnique of converging distantly located flight elements in

the operational area saved a significant amount of aircraft flying time and
reduced refueling requirements. It also enabled early completion of the
operation.

c. This operation was executed in a highly professional and smooth
manner with no major difficulties encountered.

K. JOOST
Lt Col Inf
Commanding



HEADQUARTERS
145TH AVIATiO. RArTALION
APO San Francisco 96227

AVAW-FC 18 Ilerch 1966

SUBJECT: After kction Report, 145th Aviation Battalion Operation 20-66AA

TO: See Distribution

1. TASK. OGAiIZAT1O:

a. Battalion HeadQuarters:

145th Aviation Battalion Comand and Control 'elicopter
197th Aviation Company (-)

b. lst Flight Element: 68th Aviation Company (AI.L):

10 UH-4D Helicopers
4 3 UH-B (Armed) Helicopters
it 1 UH-1B (huant) Helicopter

c. 2nd Flight Element: 118th Aviation Company (AlL):

9 UH.lD Helicoptrs
3 UH-lB (Armed) Helicopters
1 UH-L3 (iaint) Helicopter

( d. 3rd Flight Elemnt: A Company, 501s3t Aviation Battalion:

9 IM-iD Helicopters
6 UH-lB (Arnmd) Helicopters
1 UH-lB (Ant Helicopter

145th Aviation Battalion Ceomunications Section
145th Aviation .attalion I.Intenance Section
L45th Aviation Battalion Pathfinder Detachmnt
145th Aviation Battalion POL Section

56th Transportation Company (-)
57th Ledical Detachmt (Air Azb) (-)

i _S



~~2. lassI(XI The 145th Avia~ aion io xravided the necessary
i troop carriers, cred helcepters, and comnd and control aircraft for

the 50th 2ai-nt, 25th (;,aV) Division's ai blte assaUlt from Due
Hog (coord Z. 590956) to U KD* (coord j j 56MS7) and U HLU (co XS
53309) begining 180915 I. rch 1966.

a. Battalion combat and ua.;portinc element representatives were
asmtibled at the aen floe (31.!,. fIT) stagin- area 10MO 14rch 1966 for
briefin3 prior to the operation. .11 flicht elements were stared fran
3ien Hoe exrpt the 197th Aviation Company dih staged from Ta Son Nhut.

b. Flight elements depertod their respective staging areas,
beg±ngp 1807,54 wi*ti the armed helicopters, less those of A Coanpa 51Ost
Aviation Battalion. The armed helicopters were refueled at Due Hoe prior
to the arrival of the troop carriers. Troop cauTiers departed Bien Hoe at
0839 with intermediate troop loading at Duo Hoa and then direct to LZ
HEIEN. Tao preparation ias terminated five minutes "nrior to LZ time on
IZ JIELR, armed helicopters then prestruck and marked the L. Light small
arms ire was recieved b' flight elements on approach and departure from
LZ HMW however it's effect vas minizeadr ekellent use ot offensive
suppressive fire.

c. The second and third lifts were made into landing son@ KI1G.
]Lroute to IZ , 14 on the second lift one aircraft from A Com any 501st
aviation Battalion received one tit from small arns fire over Pont Due
(coord 533960). TIMr were no wounded and tIe aircraft continued the
mission. iumerous reports of emll aros fire and one re :ort of a&tomatio
weapons at (coord 55050) inre received and an-d helicopters were
utilized to neutralize these fires. Tac air tas not requested due to the
proximity of friendly troops. Between the second and third lifts into
L/. KIr3, 10 Viet Cong vere reported in the open at (coord 542,:40) 400
meters north of IL IN armed helicopters enTadged with jCood results.
The third lift .r.s flown at 1500 feet due to cloud cover. tpon completion
of the last lift, four troop carriers and two ligt fire teams iere
assianed to continue su.port of the 5round operation. The rem2inino
flight elexents ;.ere released to KLen .oL at 103 hours to I re:-are for
noral LII Corps msiaon.

d. The 197th Aviation Company provided six W-IB armed
hc .copters and conducted flight route and surrounding area reconnaisance,
LL markin and five minute prestrike.

CL UI. A -7 4"VLI-TS

0700 FL-al briefing :ij A'! s.?
0730 145th viat:Lon A-ttalion closes in ',oa

Wirmed aircraft close Doc Hoa (excet A
cuoau4y 501st ..viation . attalion)

0825-0910 Tactical air preparation
0039 145th Aviation Sattalior. deperte Bien loa
01100 145th . viation jattalion arrives Doc Iloa
0903 145th Aviatior. Battalion departs Doc ;1iO./7 7



0910-0915 Armed helicopter prestrike LZ HElM
0915 let Assault landing LZ IMEN
0927-0930 145th Aviation Battalion arrives Duc Hoe1loads and depute8

0945 d Assault landing 1Z K
0957-I00 145th Aviation Battalion arrives Doc Hoa,

lods and deputs
1012 3rd assault lardlng U KNG
1038 145th Aviation BttaLton elemnts were

released
1300 14 Aviation Battalion reverte to nm

i ni corps missions.

e. In support of this operation, the 145th Aviation Battalion
com tted 52 helicopters wM*ch flew 110 hours and 327 sorties. 689
assault troops were lifted into the operational area in one hour and twenty-
three minutes. One troop carrier was hit with only minor damage and there
were no casualties among the flight crews.

4. AD1ISMIATION AND LOGISTICS:

k a, Supply:
Refueling was conducted at Bien Hoa for all troop carriers

and at Duc Hoe for all armed helicopters.

b. Maintenance:

No maintenance problems or combat d&!age um reported.

c. iiedical:

(1) Z'attalion Surgeon was located at SNAUPIT during the
operation.

(2) No casualties were reported or treated as a result
of the operation.

5. C012-IN A'.D iiECOU DATiONS:

a. 25th (AitN) Division ws short 45 troope for second lt,
this led to poor utilisation of airlift capability during this lift. It
is recorzanded that more accurate information as to the number of troops
to be lifted be supplied to the airlift unit.

b. At 1000 hours an unidentified U4 type aircraft flew from
north to south at 1500 feet across both Ul'e KUnD and HEI"J. It is hiely
recmanded tnat aircralt not involved in operations be restricted from
operational e.reas as a flilht hazard.

HOHST K. JOOB?
Lt Col. Infantry

/ madn



145TH AVV-TO ; BA'TALIOIj
APO 3an Frc z cisco 96227

AVAW 4C 10 April 1966

SUJWECT: After Action Report of 145th viation Battalion Operation 23-66,
and 23-. 6A, 10 April 1966

TO: SPECIAL

1. TASK OQWIZTION: 23.66

a. Battalion Headquarters:

145th Aviation Battalion Command and Control Helicopter
74th Aviation Company (-)
197th Aviation Companw (-)

b. 1st Flight zlement: 68th Aviation Company (ALL):

10 UH-ID Helicopters
4*111-IB (Armed) Helicopters
1 UH-IB (Maint) Heliropter

c. 2nd Flight Llement: 128th Aviati.on Company (Al):

9 UH-ID Helicopter.
4 UH-lB (Anied) Helicopters
1 UH-lB (Iaint) Helicopter

d. §Mot 1eiMnt:

145th Aviation Battalion Commnication Section
145th Aviation Battalion Maintensnce Section
l5th Aviation Battalion POL Section
56th Transpotatio:n Comp -)
57th hedios Detachmet (Air Amb) (-)

Hf\
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TASK G NIZATION:

a. Battaliln Headquarters:

145th AviAtion Battalion Comand and Control Helicopter
74th Aviation Company ()

197th Aviation Company -)

b. lt F1lght Element: 68th Aviation Company (Al):

5 UH-D Helicoters!;: 4 UH-ID (An } Helicopters
1 UK-lB (M'aint) Helicopter

c. 2nd Flight Llement: 162nd Aviation Compa (AQL) plus one fron
ACompany 501st A-viation Company

5 UH-1D helicopters
2 UH-lB (A red) Helicopters

d. 3rd Flight hlement: 116th Aviation Company (AIJL) plus one
from the 68th Aviation Company (A11):

5 UH-lD Helicopters

e. 4th Fli-ht Llement: llth Aviation Company (Al-l):

5 .UH-lD Helicopters
(th lift only)

f. Supcort Llewent Same as 23-66

2. MISIC: The 145th Aviation Battalion provided troop carriers, armed
helicopters, surveillance and control aircraft for detachnent C-3 t Mike
Force). US Special Forces in conduct of airmobile assaults into LZ CUTLASS
(coordinates YS 109872) in order to e3ecute search and destroy operations
against Viet Cong Fr ces, supplies and installations, and extracted on
order.

3. SUMiARY Or OPMONTILS:

a. Battalion Cobat and supporting eleents ciceed the Bien Hoa (BDD
CAG) staging area 100640 April 1966 for final briefing and organization
for combat.

b. Flight elemente loaded and departed BLOCAD at 0742 hours.
a. flight route east of the Saigon, Tan Son Nhut area had been
previoualy coordinated with friendly artillery. 145th Aviation Battalion
prestrike and lot assault landing were six minutes late due to late tactical
air pIretrike. Both the tactical air and armed helicopter prestrikes were
very effective. The first Lift received fire from (coordinates Y3 076842)

II



as they left LZ Cutlass. The fire was neutralized by Saber elements aid second
and third lifts were directed to change their departure heading to 110
no additional fire was received. 145th Aviation Battalion elements werereleased for normal missions at 0935 except for one comiand and control

aircraft a nd one liht fire team for the 68th Aviation Company and one
heavy fire team from the 197th Aviation Company which remained to cover
ground o erations.

c. At 101430 April 1966 a rapid reaction was ordered to extract
the same ground -elements introudced in the morning operation. By 1645
all elements to be utilizied closed into the SIN1IPIT stagging area. A
final briefing was held at 1650 hours and the first extraction lift departed
the SiAKPIT area at 1715. A total of four lifts were utilizied by three
flight elements to bring out 489 troops. There was no enea! opposition and
the operation was handled in a very professibnal manner, again demonstrating
the great flexibility of Army Aviation.

d. The 74th Aviation Company provided one 0-1F for radio relay,
weather advisory and surveillance throughout the morning operation.

e. The 197th Aviation Company provided 5 UH-1B (Armed) helicopters
during morning operations and four. during the rapid reaction phase.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

100640 145th Aviation Battalion (-) closed BIRDCAGE
0645 Final Briefing
0710-0801 Tac Air prep LZ CUTLASS
0742 145th Avn Bn departed BIRDCAGE
0801 Armed helicopters marked and prestruck LZ CUTLASS
0806 1st Aslt landing LZ CUTLASS
0826 145th Avn Bn arrived BiRDCAGE loaded and departed
0844 2nd Aslt landing LZ CUTLMSS
0904 145th Avn Bn arrived BIRDCAGE loaded and departed
0922 3rd Aslt landing LZ CUTLASS
0940 145th Avn Bn arrived BIRDCAGE and was released
1430 Alerted for "High Voltage"
1645 Closed SNAMPIT

23-66 AA

1650 Final Briefing
1715 145th Avn Bn departed SNAKEPIT for 1st extraction

lift
1745 Second lift
1825 Third lift
1845 Final lift
1905 All elements were released.

d. In support of these operations the 145th Aviation Battalion
provided one 0-IF airplane and 48 helicopters flying 107 hours and 250
combat sorties. Their were no aircraft hit and no friendly casualties
among the flight crews.

4, ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS:

a. Supply: Refueling consisted of aircraft refueling to naxiuaimr
capacity before and after both 9 of the operation.

I



Stagging was conducted at the STAKEPIT

b. Maintenance:

(1) Maintenance representative was located at th. SNAKEPIT
for Both phases of the operation.

(2) No damage or maintenance problems were encountered.

c. Medical:

(1) Battalion Flight Surgeon was located at the SNIhEPIT
for the assault phase of the operation.

(2) Cormmnding Officer, 774th Medical Detachment provided
2 aidmen and ambulance on standby at the SNAKEPIT for the extraction phase.

(3) No casualties were reported or treated as a result of the
operation.

5. CO12CENTS AND RECO,24ENDATIONS:

a. Tactical air prestrikes were very effective but caused a six
minute delay in the armed helicopter prestrike and marking of the LZ.
This, in turn, caused the first assault landing to be six minutes late.
Recommend all elements work on same time schedule and that the air liaison
officer insure that tactical air elements work within established time frames.

b. The number of troops to be lifted was given in all coordination
meetings at 540 however only 498 were lifted. This resulted in six
aircraft unused in the last lift. This resulted in poor utilization of
available aircraft resources and places unrealistic restrictions on the
support this battalion can render to other units.

HORST K. JOOST
Lt Col Infantry
Commnding

$$



HEADQUARTERS
145TH AVIATION BATTALION
APO San Francisco 96227

AVAW-FC 19 April 1966

SUBJECT: After Action Report of 145th Aviation Battalion Operation
27-66, 18 April 1966

TO: SPECIAL

1. TASK ORGANIZATION:

a. Battalion Headquarters:

145th Aviation Battalion Conmand and Control Helicopter

74th Aviation Company (-)
197th Aviation Company (-)

b. 1st Flight Element: 118th Aviation Company (AML):

10 UH-1D Helicopters
5 UH-lB (Armed) Helicopters
1 UH-IB (Maint) Helicopter

c. 2nd Flight Element: 68th Aviation Company (AML):

10 UH-1D Helicopters
4 UH-IB (Armed) Helicopters
1 UH-1B (Maint) Helicopter

d. Support Element:

145th Aviation Battalion Communications Section
145th Aviation Battalion Maintenance Section
145th Aviation Battalion Pathfinder Dectachment
145th Aviation Battalion POL Section
56th Transportation Company (-)
57th Mdical Detachment (Air lmb) (-)

2. MISSION: The 145th Aviation Battalion provided troop carriers,
armed helicoptersaud cowInnd and control aircraft for the 50th Regiment,
25th (ARVN) Division, in the conduct of airmobile assaults into four
landing sones, (LZ 1 Cootdiitee XS 458760, LZ 2 Coordinates XS 464764,
LZ 3 Coordinates, XS 478768 and LZ 4 roordinates X5.487768) ticinity 12 Km
north west of Tan An in order to execute search and destroy operations
aainst Viet Cong Forcess supplies and installations.



t I
3. SU'lliJ'RY OF O RATIONS:

a, 145th A'vito -o -
a 4-n tzC.on corabat combat and supporting

elements closed Bien Ho: (Si-,:Ji-i) staging area 180650 April 1966 for
final briefing and organization for combat,

b. Flight elements departed Bien Hoa enroute to the trooploading site (Tan An Airstrip) at 0808 hours. j Olight route to the south
of Saigon was chosen to conserve fuel. The 145th Aviation Battalion

~pathfinder and command and control elements preceded the troop carriers

to insure proper coordination and immediate loading of tie troop carriers.

c. The initial airmobile assault into LZ's 1 and 2 was delayed
by an uncontrolled, uncoordinated air strike in the LZ areas by VNF A-is.
These aircraft dropped white phosphorus bombs which caused numerous fires
and completely obscured the LZ areas. Due to this airstrike LZ time was
changed from 0900 to 0945. At 0940 during his prestrike, Saber Six (CO,
197th Aviation Company) reported mortar fire in the LZ area. These fires
were coming from river assault group boats operating in the Occidental River,
west of the LZ's this fire was also uncontrolled and created very hazardous
conditions which caused another five minute delay in plans. From this
point on the operation went as planned with 510 troops being lifted into
four LZ's in three lifts. Small arms fire was received from (coordinates
424744) during the return from the first lift. At 0955 hoirs Mustang
six (68th Aviation Company gun platoon leader) engaged an estimated Viet
Cong squad at this and neutralized their fire.

d. One CH-47 from the 56th Transportation Company evacuated a
UH-1D from the 118th Aviation Company which had damaged it's tail rotor.

e. The 197th Aviation Company provided 5 UH-1B (umed) helicopters
and conducted flight route and surrounding area reconnaissance, landing
sonemarking and prestrike on LZ's I and 2. Marking and prestrike on LZ
3 and 4 was executed by the 118th Aviation Company gun platoon and the
68th Aviation Company supplied two light fire team for continuous over-
head cover for the river assault groups operating in the a-ea.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

180650 145th Avn Bn (-) closed S:AKFPIT
0700 Final Briefing
0808 145th Avn Bn (-) departed SNAKEPIT
0838 145th Avn Bn C-) arrived Tan An
0931 145th Avn Bn loaded, departed Tan An
0945 197th Avn Co prtstruck and marked Z's 1 and 2.
0955 llth Avn Co landed LZ 1
0956 68th Avn Co landed LZ 2
1032 118th Avn Co prestruck and marked IZ 3 and 4
1037 118th Avn Co landed LZ 3
1038 68th Avn Co landed 1Z 4
1118 118th and 68th Avn Cole split into five

aircraft elements for kndings on 12 2 and 3
1138 145th Avn Bn (-) arrived Due Hoc, refueled,

68th Avn Co stoodby other elemnts released.

f . . . ...... . .



f. In support of this opcration the 145th Aviation Battalion
provided 34 helicopters flying 123 hours and 249 combat sorties. There
were no aircraft hit and no aircrew casualties on this operation.

4, ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS:

Ia. Supply:

(1) Coordination was made with the G-4 advisor of the 25th
ARVN Division at Duc 11oa for six (6) trucks (2) to support the refueling
operation.

(2) The battalion POL section arrived at Duc Hoa with six
men and six pumps. 500 gallon bladders were loaded on the trucks and
rigged for operation.

(3) A total of 45 aircraft were refueled for a consumption

( of 5000 gallons of JP/4.

b. Maintenance:

(1) The following aircraft received damage as indicated.
(a) UH-iD, SN 64-13700, 118th Aviation Comparn struck

the tail boom of UH-lD, SN 65-9613, causing dar"age to the main rotor blades.

(b) U-1D, SN 65-9613, 25th Infantry Division received
damage to tail ortor blades and tail bom after having been struck by the
main rotor blade of UH-lD, SN 64-13700.

c. Medical:

No medical support was required for this operation.

5. COIENTS i.ND REC ND,,TIONS:

a. It is imperative that the Airmobile Force Coaxander and his
directing headquarterq plan and coordinate all major aspects of' he operation
to include supporting fires, tactical air support, and control within
the TACK. The air mission comarder supports the air mobile force
comcmnder and mists of necessity, get all information from him and coordinate
the air movement at that level. Final selection of LW'e and specific
employment of supporting fires and tactical air for pre-strike m~ust be
accomp)ished jointly.

b. That the airmobile force comander bc prepred to discuss al]
aspects of the operation at the final coordination meeting to insure safe
and tine1y execution of the air movement. That the air mobile force
commander have control of all elements within the TACU which support the
air landed force or which have the capability of interfering with the
air &wvement through use of unscheduled or unced fires.

L.Col InfantryI _____C~nandin



HEAD()UARTERS
145TH AVIATION BATTALION
APO San Francisco, 96227

AVAW-FA 21 March 1966

SUBJECT: Proposed Expansion of the Battalion Civic Action Program

TO: See Distribution

1. PURPOSE: The purpose of this plan is to outline the needs, object-
ives and methods to expard the Battaiion's Civic Actions and increase its
sphere of influence in the local communities.

2. DEFINITION: Civic Action can be defined as ,,the use of military
forces on projects useful to thc local populace, such as education, training,
public works, agriculture, transportation, communication, health, sanitation
and other projects which contribute to the economic and social development
of the country.

3. OBJECTIVES: The objectives of civic action projects are threefold.
The first objective is psychological and seeks to gain and maintain the
support of the people for the Government of Vietnam (GUN). Through construct-
ive rehabilitation projects the loyalty and respect of the populace for the
GVN can be developed, thus accomplishing the long range goal of establishing
a self-sufficient government. Secondly, to improve the livigg conditions 6f
the people so as to remove one of the base underlying causes of insurgency.
Civic actions oriented toward improving the standard of living provide
tangible evidence to the populace that the US Military is intersted in their
welfare and is here to help them. Thirdly, through a carefully consideded
and Lalanced civic action program, the battalion may reap intelligence inform-
ation from the populace concerning the Viet Cong's intensions against the
Unitei States and ARVN forces. Although not the primary reason for our
assistance, this alienation of the populace will deny the Viet Cong the free
access he has enjoyed in the outlying areas.

4. The Need for Civic Action:

a. In Vietnam, nearly 90% of the population are farmers who live
in poverty, ignorance and superstition. In addition they have been exploited
by the government and abused by the military. They were easily influenced
by the Viet Minh and Viet Cong with the promise of the better life. Only
recently has the Saigon government made any progress in winning the people
away from supporting or tolerating the Viet Cong. This was accomplished
through a counter-insurgency plan which Civic Action is one of ttie basic
cceponents.



b. The people of Vietnam have been carrying on their struggle for
approximtely 20 years. Their record of bravery and gallantry is written
in the pages of military history. However, their struggle has resulted in
a tremendous regression in econcmic and social growth. Consequently the
populace as a whole still lives in abject poverty. Many of them have been
displaced as a result of combat operations, either voluntarily or involun-
tarily. Other ethical groups have come to Vietnam in search of freedom.
The one basic fact that they all have in common is an overwhelming desire to
improve their status economically and socially. However, they are refugees
and as such have few worldy possessions, or the capacity to produce consuer
goods. They have established communities under the control of the Goverment
of Vietnam.

c. It must be recogized that the GVN is relatively young by United
States Standards. Although the government has assuned its responsibility of
providing for all its peor'e, it does not have the capability of providing
this support gr creating an economy that will ultimately lead to a higher
standard of living without the help of the United States.

d. The mnaitude of this refugee problem is best illustrated by the
current situation in the Bien Hoa province, but is applicable to a4l1 refugee
areas in Vietnam. Immediately east of Bien Hoa proper is the Ho Nai refugee
camp. The population is in excess of 80,000 and refugees are arriving at
the rate of 250 per day. The goverment has helped these people build shelters
and establish communities but the economic development has not kept pace with
the expanding communities. Consequently the ccmmunities are in name only and
do not represent ccmnunities as we know them, with school%, water systems,
sewage systems, roads.and industries.

5. DEVEIPDFMT: a. The Battalion has conducted civic actions in the
past but not of a magnitude comensurate with its resources, In our expansion
effort the focus will be on improving our community relations on an individual
daily basis, increasing the support that is currently being provided to local
orphanages and expanding our civic actions program.to include common projects,
and MEDCAP activities in the local communities.

b. Community Relations: Our greatest strength lies in the individ-
ual soldier. E&ch member of the battalion must act as an ambassador of good
will. One act of misconduct or violence can cause a feeling of resentment
toward all Americans. One act of kindness can foster Vietnamese American
relations and reap untold rewards* In this connection, each member of the
Battalion must be oriented toward his responsibility in dealing with the Viet-
namese Nationals.

c. Orphange Support: From time to time each unit has had sole or
joint sponsorship of an orphange. Relocation of compsw size units has
cause continuity problems, however, orphanage support has been one of the
major projects in the past. Now that the Battalion and subordinate units
are in a static position, or as static as the fluid tactical Situation allows,
definitive arranganats should be ade, where practicable, fbr each ccmpa
to support an orphanage located a reasonable distance from its geographic
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location. There are unlimited opportunities to distribute food stuffs,
clothing, and other luxury items either donated by members of the Battalion
or supporters from the United States. However, this association with
orphanages is not coordinated through the GVN and even though it does improve
the image of the United States military it does not accomplish the ultimate
objective of winning the populace to the Vietnamese Government. For this
reason it is anticipated that the Battalion's greatest effort will be in the
area of common projects.

d. Common Projects: Common projects will be accomplished by units
of the Battalion in their respective local areas in conjunction with Vietnamese
Nationals. For this reason the program of community support through common
projects will be discussed separately by areas.

(1) Bien Hoa: 145th Avn Bn Hq and Hq Det

118th Avn Co

197th Avn Co

A/501st Avn Bn

(a) Coordination was made with the Province Chief through
his American counterpart to ascertain the greatest needs in the Bien Hoa pro-
vince. The Province Chief evaluated the needs, our resources and location
and suggested that the Battalion work in the Duc Tu subsector which contains
the Ho Nai refugee area and separate refugee camps. Major Rastmussen, Duc
Tu Subsection advisor, in conjunction with his counterpart, the Subsector
Chief, chose the Xu Bui Vinh parish for the Battalion to sponsor. Since many
units work in the Due Tu subsector, the advantages of a specific unit wor-.
ing in a specific hamlet or parish were pointed out. Also the parish is
reasonably accessible as shown by sketch, inclosure 1. Another obvious ad-
vantage of working on a long term basis with one specific parish is that
rapport is immediately established and as the relationship improves with the
passage of time, continuity adds a feeling of mutual respect and trust.

(b) Father Doan Kin Thanh is the parish chief. The parish
has approximately 7000 inhabitants with more arriving each day. The people
are from various ethical and religious back-grounds with approximately 3000
Catholic and 4000 Protestant, Buddist and other occidental and oriental re-
ligions. This refugee center has been established since the early 50's and
has made a great effort to Improve its standards of living. An eample of
their desire to mprove is the school which they are building at present.
Through their wn resources they are making the cement blocks to build a 5
room school. It goes without saying that they could use and would appreciate
help in this project.

(c) Paper work has been mbmitted to Mlda IUPfl toeam
in the parish. The battalion team of two medical aid men will treat on
regular visitations, starting with uns per week) In conjunction with this
XMDCAP II props. a milk distribution will be initiated. The dry milk will.
be obtained throu& USAID and given to the children for health purposes. The
milk program will be rotated among the subordinate units in Bien Hoa to sup-
ply transportation, persomel and containers,

__/5/..



(d) There is no limit to the projects that can be accomplished
in the parish. Father Thanh has been told that we want to help in all civic
areas such as, construction, health and sanitation, transportation, education
and training, community relations, etc. etc.
At present thore is a need for the construction of three (3) Iells strate-
g ically placed in the parish. This construction will be self help coz-aon
projects.

(e) In the area of education there is much work to be done.
Approximately seven hundred (700) children go to school in class rooms de-
signed !or three hundred (300). They do not have adequate desk facilities
or school supplies. Also many children cannot go to school because their
parents cannot afford to send them. Host of these children's parents are
widows or newly arrived rvfugees. It costs thirty (30) piasters p~r month
p;r child. Father Thanh provides money to allow some of these children to
attond, but his resources cannot tc:ke care of them all.

(f) Father Thanh has rany old people and blind people who,
are incapable of taking care of thumsclvs. At present they do not receive
any support from the Social Welfare Agency of the GVN. The ultimate plan
is to provide assistance through a form of social security. In the meantime
they need food, clothing and help in improving their living quarters. Father
Thrnh will make his wishes known through the S-5 and the S-5 will solicit
help from the units. In addition, company commanders and company civil af-
fairs officers should coordinate direct-ly concerning any project that the
company would like to undertake maintaining company integrity. Each man in
the Battalion should feel free to visit the parish, talk to Father Thanh and
offer assistance. Once the men actually observe the poverty, they immediate-
ly become interested in helping, in the American tradition. This has prompted
many letters to charitable organizatioas, social groups and individual3 in
the United States reruesting drives to obtain vitally needed items of cloth-
ing and cleaning products to be distributed to the needy. Contact will be
made with local ARVN units to enlist their support in common pro3ects. In
the past the most successful projects have been common projects utilizing
cormon lab6r fron ARVN units and US military technical advise and assistance.

(g) It must be rmoembered that all our projects in the parish
uill be common projects with the sanction of the Parish Leader, Father Thanh.
Our accomplishments in developing their economic and social status will foster
the relationship between the people and the GVN. Father Thanh is the govern-
ment representative and hopefully will be able to care for his people as the
Governent becomes stronger and expands its role.

(2) Vung Tau: 68th Avn Co

(a) Since the arrival of the 68th Aviation Company in Vung
Tauj coordination has been made with the Vung Tau advisors office seeking
suitable civic action projects, A list of proposed projects was submitted
for approval but due to administrative delays it was not provided to the
US units until recently. This prompted the 68th Avn Co to seek a hamlet or
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village outside the Vung Tau sub-sector to sponsor. Throah visits and
coordination with the Vung Tau subsector advisor it was decided to sponsor
Can Gto. (Located as shown sketch, inclosure 2).

(b) Can ao is highly suited for sponsorship since the only
American influence, at present, is a seven (7) man US advisory team. By vir-
tue of its geographic location and Viet Cong iniluence in the surrounding

area, US units have not been able to provide any support to this remote
village. Travel to and from Can Gio must be by air. Can Glo has a population
of 3000 people comprised of refugees and fisherman. Plans include the in-
tegration of three (3) nearby villages tnto the civic action program there-
by increasing the US area of influence. The total population affected would
then be 6000.

(c) Coordination with the US sector advisor and counterpart

revealed a desire to receive help in the following areas:

1. MEDOAP II visitation on a scheduled basis

2. English classes to be held twice weekly

3. Training and technical assistance in carpentry,
brick laying, building, etc.

4, Transportation of materials from Saigon that are
provided under the Self Help Program.

(d) In addition to these projects, a vigorous campaign to
improved health and sanitation will be initiated. This will include sani-
tation and health education, and projects to eradicate filth and disease.

(e) Various members of the unit have initiated home town
drives by civic, religious and social groups which will produce food stuff,
clothing and cleaning products to be donated through the village officials
to the people.

(3) Phu Loi: 74th Avn Co

(a) In the Phu Loi arealiaison has been established with
the civic actions coordinator, Captain Tokushige who is in charge of all
projects conducted in the subsector. Many units are working in the civil
affairs field, however he indicated he has immediate needs which the 74th
Aviation Compar can fill.

(b) Civic Actions will bs undertaken based upon the avail-
ability of personnel and materials in the following areas:

Education: Two volunteers are needed to conduct
English classes in Phu Cuong on Tuesdays and Thursday for two hours each
night.

2 Community Relations: Two volunteers with former
Boy Scout experience are needed to organize a scout troop in the local

/5o .........1



conmunity and to train Vietnamese boys in Scout handicrafts and skills.

Construction: a. Three volunteers are needed
to aid in constructing better quarters, improving sanitation and aiding
in transportation of supplies and materials for a plitoon of Popular Forces
near Phu Loi.

b. Considerable help is needed in an ambitious
project to construct a one-hundred (100) family refugee center within the
perimeter of Phu Loi air field. At least 3 or 4 men are needed to supervise
and assist in construction of quarters, sanitation facilities, water supply
and lighting. The land has been acquired and materials will be produced
locally with the program being largely self-help. Some financial aid will
be required but will be minimal. It was stressed by the area coordinator
that the most pressing need is for personnel to volunteer thier time.

c. In iddition to the above listed profects, Capt
Tokushige stated that there are numerous other civic action projects taking
place in the local area. Supplies and materials are not a problem, but
American ingenuity and drive are needed. Captain Tokushige has arranged
appointments with the subsector advisor and various ARVN commanders to intro-
duce the 74th Civil Affairs Officer to establish direct liaison in expanding
the unit's civic action activities.

6. The main objectives of Civic Actions arE to gain and maintain the
support of the people for the Goverrnent of Vietnam (GVN) and to improve the
living conditions of the people. The Battalion's expansion program to include
improving community relations, increasing orphanage support and undertaking
common civic action projects will contribute to the ultimate goal of ecormmic
and social development of Vietnam. We are only limited by our imagination,
ingenuity and generosity to provide support through a myriad of civic action
projects.

FOR THE COONI4(NR:

2 Incl ROBERT L. W 2SELL
Major, Infantry
Adjutant
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Hqs, 145th Avn Bn
Bien Hoa, RVN
15 April 1966

STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE
NO. 6

AIRMOBILE OPERATIONS

GENERAL

a. References:

(1) FM 1-5
(2) FM 1-60
(3) FM 57-35
(4) FM 101-5

b. Purpose. This SOP standardizes all 145th A'viation Battalion units
operational procedures and expedites planningj facilitates control, and
insures timely, professional execution of airmobile operations.

c. Definitions:

(1) Air Mission Commander: The Aviation Unit Commander or his
designated representative will be the air mission commander and will
exercise command over the helicopter support portion of the operation.

(2) Chalk Number: A single aircraft or aircraft load within
a flight element.

(3) Eagle Flight (Annex L): haLiborne infantry troops either
On air alert over predesignated area or on immediate ground alert to

/' perform immediate search and destroy operations, or otherwise provide the
ground commander with a highly mobile and responsive strike force.

(4) Extraction Zone: A landing site jointly agreed upon by the
ground comwnder and aviation commander where troops will be loaded
aboard aircraft.

(5) Fliht: Two or more elements with a common mission under
the control of a single commander, usually one company size unit.

(6) Fjiht Elemnt: Two or more aircraft under the control of
a single c er.

(7) Fo rh, Turn: A turn executed after takeoff to permit
aircraft or elemers to join in formation or gain elap tion.

(8) Landing Zoj (LZ): An area jointly selected and approved
by the ground commnder and aviation commiander where troops will be
landed.

(9) L : One movement of loaded troops by a complete flight
from one type 'o-one to another.



(10) Pick-Up Zone: A landing site, jointly agreed upon by the
ground conmiander and aviation corrmander, where troops will be loaded
aboard aircraft for purpose of entry into an operation.

(11) Rapid Reaction: Emergt.ncy comitrment of standby armed fire
teams, troop carriers or other aircraft. Standby aircraft are to be
off the ground within five minutes, enroute to the assigned area. Also
used in conjunction with the emergency recall of battalion aircraft
for erIp1onaent in su'port of tactical emerrencies.

(12) Stagefield: A pre-determined area, usually an airfield
or heliport, where aircraft assemble prior to commitment on an airmobile
operation. A stagefield will normally have refueling and reazrring
facilities, a stagefield control party and coiand post operating
facilities.

.... (13) Vector Aircraft: A fixed or rotary wing aircrafc used to
guide helicopter formations to landing zones, mark landing zones, perform
radio relay and give weather advisories.

(14) Sortie: One sore.ie is one aircraft making one take off
and one landing-forthe purpose of loading personnel, ordnance, or fuel;
however, armed helicopters escorting troop carrying helicopters w11 log
a sortie in the l nding zone on combat assault operations whether
or not they actually land.

(15) Task: A single definite accompl gnt by one aircraft ie.,
one helicopter -livering cargo to four locations. In this case
the aircraft would report four sorties and one task upon termination
of its mission.

(16) itssion: The dispatching of one or more aircraft for the
accomplishment of a specific task or tasks.

d. Types of Missions:

(1) Pre~joglne Airmobile Assault:,

Lift of troops into an insecure 12. Ln resistance is
expected during the a7roach, landing, or departure. Normally, empty
troop carriers and unnecessary persorel will not be committed into an
objective area.

(2) Troop Keposit alo i Lift of troops from a secure loadinzone to an LZ that is relatively secure.

(3) Troop .Etrction: Lift of troops from in operational
area (U) to a secure staging area or landing sons. 1Z secured by lifted
unit. Enew resistance may be expected on last lift.

(4) Repgtitious Assaults: Lift of a number of self-contained
flighting elements over ar ea of operations In a short period
of tirm, with a minimn debilitation of infantry elements.

, _ __ _
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(5) Tactical 1mergency- Lcall an Cormaitment of Aircraft:

(a) In the event a tactical emergency occurs within the
III Corps Tactical zone, necessary aircraft will be recalled from
assigned missions in order to provide required airmobile support as
emergencies will be designated daily by the Battalion Operation Center

when daily missions are assigned to units.

(b) All available communications channels will be used

for emergency recall of aircraft'based oi t"e; fhl~o~r'n priority:

1. 111 Corps TOC and II FFV channels to ground unite.

2. Capital Center flight following facility.
.Battalion Command UH and FM radio nets,

. Compainy Command UHF and FM radio nets.

A. Other

(c) Aircraft being recalled will be designated by tail or
chalk number. Text of message will be:

"(Unit Aircraft Call Sign)", Assemble SNA1MPIT (or other
designated Location), HIIi VOLTAGE".

TIGIN VOLTG will indicate that an emergency exists in the III ARVI Corps
Tactical Z'one. Designated aircraft will terminate assigned mission as
rapidly as possible and proceed with maximum speed to the assigned area,
refuel, arm, and line up company element as follows:

UNIT ROW

A/5Olst Avn Bn (A) 1

(attac'd units),
56th Trans and 57 MWd 2

118th ivn Co (AHL) 3

68th Avn Co (ANL) 4

197th Avn Co (Armed) PSP Area

74th Avn Co (ASL) On station 6000' M L

The Battalion Operations Center w-.l1 notify company operations for battalion
units, 56th Transportation Company, and 57th Ndical Detachment for the
attachment of maintenance recovery and medical evacuation aircraft.
Units will assemble organic maintenance aircraft as part of their tesk\.
organization.
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(d),. FJ± :ht oaeimders will rzeain at designated staging
ar or proceed on order to for.ard CP for receipt of the combat order.
Assistant flight leaders will ready flight elements for immediate departure
from staging area and rendezvous on order at assignod check point for
further instructions and employment. The 1st Infantry Division Artillery
Grid System will be used to designate rendezvous points and detailed areas
of interest. Final vectoring and marking of LZ's will be directed and
controlled from the Command and Control helicopter.

(e) All aircraft will monitor Battalion Command or Capital
Center U1{F radio frequency at all practicable times in order to comply
rapidly with emergency recall instructions.

(f) Battalion support elements will proceed to the staging
area. or alternate Command Post as announced.

2. MISSION ASSIGNMnT

a. The 145th Aviation Battalion is assigned to 12th Aviation Group.
The Battalion has been directed by 12th Aviation Group to render direct
combat aviation support to III ARVN Corps and 173rd (US) Airborne Brigade
or to reinforce other aviation units as directed.

b. I-issions will normally be assigned to the battalion by the
12th .. viation Group, Army Aviation Element, II Field Forces Victor through
the 145th Avi.tion Battalion, Battalion Operation Center.

c. For missions involving fifteen troop carriers or less, this
headquarters will assign the mission to a company commander. Signal,
logistical, and pathfinder support will be provided by this headquartersas rcuired.

d. For missions involving sixteen or more troop carriers, this
headquarters will plan, coordinate, and control the operation as a
battalion effort.

3. 1,I,;SION PL NR'ING

. Preliminary liaison will be effected by this headquxters.

Additional follow up planniing will be acconplished by the subordirnte unit
to which the mission is assigned if the mission is determined to be less
than battalion size.

b. Liaison officers will use the Liaison Officers Checklist (..nnex B)
in the preliminary planning st.us to facilitatu complete coordi-tion
with ground and air units.

c. A visual reconnaissance of the 12's to bx used will be conducted
jointly by the army aviation and ground units concerned Irxediatey following
prelininary coordination to facilitate finaliing ground and air ovenmnt
plans as early as possible. Aerial photos will be requested for all landirr

S-1



d. This headquarters will prepare an operation order and briefing

for all missions to be controlled by battalion. Subordinate units will
prepare detailed operational briefings for their participating personnel.

e, Logistical, maintenance, pathfinder support, planning, and
preparation will be accomplished by this headquarters.

4. MISSION ESUTION

a. Staging Area: This headquarters will establish and control all
stagefields as outlined in Annex H.

b. Air Movement Phase:

(1) In company size operations the mission commander will
normally be the company commander. He will be in cormand of the aviation
elements employed in the airmobile operations. Battalion S-2 and S-3S (i personnel will be available to assist in coordination and control as

,'e ired and directed by the mission commander. Formations, altitudes
routes, employment of pre-strike, suppressive fire, and vector control
aircraft will be determined by the mission commander in coordination
with the ground commander. Each airmobile light company committed
outside of the III ARVN Corps Tactical Zone will have one 01-F aircraft
attached.

(2) In battalion size operations the 145th Aviation Battalion
Commander will normally be the mission commander. He will designate a
lead or base element, establish responsibility for navigational control,
and designate battalion formations. Unless otherwise specified, companies
will fly in a formation of Vts of three, in trail with organic armed
escort. Normally a one minute interval between companies will be used.
Within the limits of control necessary to insure a coordinated battalion
effort, companies will be given mission type orders and employed as
elements retaining tactical unit integrity.

C. Air Landed Phase:

(1) Prior to landing in the LZ, artillery and/or tactical air will
be employed to neutralize enemy forces in landing zone area. This prepa-
ration will terminate 5 minutes prior to landing of initial troop units.
(AnnexP).

(2) As the artillery and tactical air preparation ceases, armed
helicopters will initiate visual reconnaissance of the LZ, deliver
suppressive fires as needed, and mark the LZ to insure minimum ground
fire by enemy forces during landing of jhe troop elements, The armed
helicopter leader reconnoitering and marking the LZ will report enemy
Wbrmation, LZ condition, recommended approach and departure procedures
and suppressive fire information to the air mission comaander.

(3) As the lead elements of the troop carriers approach the LZ,
armed helicopters engaged in the reconnaissance will shift to areas away
from the 1Z. I(.o .... .



Armed escort helicopters will assume the suppressive fire role while the
troop carriers are landing, unloading and departing the LZ. Lead
aircraft of each flight element will drop two smoke grenades to mark the
LZ upon their departure unless directed otherwise.

(4) The mission commander will insure that, whenever possible,
all troop elements land and depart in formation to decrease exposure to
hostile fire and facilitate the suppressive fire mission of the escort
aircraft. The standard to be achieved is simltaneous touchdown and
takeoff of all aircraft, with maximum of 10 seconds on the ground.

15) Upon return to the staging area between lifts, units will send
a d31gnated represeitative to the Battalion Forward CP to report
personnel and equipment status, enemy activity, qnd receive additional
coordinating instructions.

(6) The Battalion Command and Control (C&C) helicopter will normally
carry the airmobile force commander, air liaison officer, and an
artillery representative in order to control, adjust, and coordinate the
operation as a self contained and complete airborne command post.
The C&C helicopter will be flown by the Aviation Battalion Commander
and the Battalion S-3 or designated representatives. Coapany operations
officers will report to C&C aircraft when elements are on the ground at
staging areas and intermediate landing zones.

5. REPORTS

a. All flight element leaders will report departure from stage-
fields, arrival at assigned aircraft control points (ACP) inbound to the
objective area, enemy fire information, and any change in flight
element status.

b. All aircraft commanders are responsible for prompt, accurate
completion of after action reports.

Acknowledge JOOST
Lt Col
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Hq, 145th Avn Bn
Bien Hoa, Vietnam
15 April 1966

AN NE (AtIntelligenc) to 145th Aviation Battalion SOP for Airmobile
Operations.

1. E

The Intelligence Section is responsible to the Air Mission Commander
for all matters pertaining to weather, terrain and the enemy situation.

2. MISSION PREPARATION

a. Coordination. As soon as possible after receipt of an airmobile
mission a representative of the Intelligence Section, with a representative

i ( from Operations, will coordinate directly with the supported unit* At the

initial coordination the Intelligence representative should familiarize
) himself with the general ground tactical plan, area of operations, date of

operation, said locations of the proposed LZa. From the supported Intelli-
gence Section he should ascertain all the information he can concerning

enemy operations in tho area, recent weather and the nature of the terrain*
Current INTSUMS, PERIPITREPS, Intelligence Estimates and btudy df the enemy
situation map of the supported unit all contribute to gaining information.

b. Reconnaissance. After initial coordination a reconnaissance of=1-4, oi- conducted to select the LUs. Recommendations arethe area of perat-onsReomnaisae
made to the Airmobile Force Commander for the location of the LZ based on
the terrain, weather forecast, and enemy situation.

c, Aerial Photographs. As early as possible during mission planning
requests will be made for aerial photographs of the Landing Zones.

d. Weather Briefing. Coordination will be made with the US Air Force
Weather Detachment to obtain forecast weather information for the area of
operation. Particular emphasis should be placed on information concerning
restrictions to visibility, ceiling if there is one, maximum density alti-
tude and wind direction,nd velocity.

e. Enemy Information. All sources available should be researched to
gain information of the enemy. As a minimum the following should be reviewed.

i1) InTSUiM

3) Hit report map
41 Diformation from supported units
55 Order of Battle
6) Other sources

3. BRIEFING

Prior to every operation a minimum of an oral briefing will be conuuotod
with key personnel to disseminate all information listed in paragraph 2 above.

n _mimm u_1_ j•n



The terrain will be discussed, especially in the area of the LZs, to include
size, obstacles and condition of the ground. The weather forecast will in-
olude aa a minimum those items listed in paragraph 2d. The information of
the enemy will emphasize automatic weapons positions, anti-aircraft veapos
positions, and previous reports of ground to air fire. Time permitting, a

written Intelligence Annex will be prepared.

4- MISSION EXECUrION

During the conduct of ,a airmobile operation the Intelligence Section
will maintain an enemy situation map. Eonitoring of the operation will be

continuous to gain enemy information. Based on reported information (Spot

Reports) of the enemy personnel, positions, structures, transportation
routes and facilities the Intelligence Section will be prepared to recommend
to the Air Mission Commander changes in flight altitude, routes and Landing
Zone locations.

5. BRIEFIG

Upon completion of an airmobile operation all information of the enony
should be sont to the Intelligoce Soction as expeditiously as possible for
processing and disseminations Aircraft fired at or hit by enemy fire will
reports

a. Location (six digit coordinates)

b. Type and number of weapons

o. Intensity and accuracy

d. Speed, altitude, direction of flight of aircraft

e. Damage to aircraft and crew injuries

f. Action tPlen

JOOST
Lt Col
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Hqs, 145th Wivation Battalion
Bien Hoa, RVN
15 April 1966

ANNEX B (Aray Aviation LiaisonOfficers Checklist) to 145th Aviation Battalion
SOP for Airmobile Operations.

1, Name of operation and duration:
2. Units to be lifted'
3. No of troops to be lifted per unit:
4. No of lifts:
5i. Stagefield or Loading Zone (Secure):
6. LZ Location and time:
7. Alternate LZ'si
8 Ground Tac Plan:
9,. Iemy situation:
10, 14 ssibn (s) efter the lift:

ab 0-iF
b. UH-1's (Troop Carriers)
c. UH-1's (.Armed)
d. C&C Helicopter

11. Suppressive fire restrictions:
12. Recon restriction:
13. Weather delay:
14, Photo coverage:
15. Reserves:
16. Reserve to be used in the event of downed A/C:
17. Artillery support:

a. Fire support plan
b. Arty location
c. Emergency lifting

18. Naval Fire Support:

a. Type
b. Pire support plan
c. Emergency lifting

19. kir Support:

a. TypeA/t
b. Ordnance requested
c. Mission

(i) Pre-etrike
(2) bcort
(3) Air Cap

Mo '1
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20. Offensive Piro:

a, Targets
b. Clearance
c. Supports ground tactical plan
d. Supports future operations
e. Supports cover and deception

21. Commuication Coordination to Include (SOl Extract)
22. Friendly Troop Identification:

23. Special check .point system or dodes:
24. Airmobie Force Ummander
25. Observer requirements: NO P/U POINT

a. UH-1's (A.tmed)
b. O-IF

26. k/C Required:

a. UH-ID (a) .. ... . .
b, UH-1B ("IrM93 .. .. ._
c. C&C Helicopt__,,_.... ......
d. O-IF I s
e. Dust Off____iliiiiiII____llIIIiI__I__II
f. MIAintenan.e_ _ _ _ _ _ _....

27. Border Operation (Compliance with UACV Dir 95-2 (S)
28, Pathfinder requirerents:

e29. Dception Plan:
30, Medical Evacation Location:
31. '33 Coord with:

..... CO & XO

32
S4
BOC
Matnt
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HQ 145th Aviation Battallon
Bien Hoa, RVN
15 April 1966

Annex C (Downed Aircraft Procedu1eS) to 1 45th A.viat ion Battalion SOP
for Airmobile Operations

All rescue and recovery operations involving downed Army Aircraft
in III ARVN Corps will be ;oordinated through- 4a.144 . entMr,
(BOO), 145th Aviation Battalion. BOO will schedule daily Aergency
Standby aircraft in support of III ARVN Corps.

1. BOC will perform the following steps upon notification of a downed
aircraft.

a. Alert Rergency Standby aircraft with fire team.
b. Coordinate with III Corps Air Support Operations Center for

strike aircraft to cover site of downed aircraft, and ground unit
security forces.

c. Notify designated organizations of all known information.( (Appendix 1).
d. Coordinate, as necessary, with Search and Rescue.
e. Coordinate, with II FFV army tviation Element (AAE), for

troops to secure the downed aircraft.

2. The Flight Commander will be responsible for the following steps:

a. Evacuate and secure the downed aircraft with his available
resources,

b. Notify BOC, 145th Avn Bn of downed aircraft by the most
expeditious means possible. (Paris Control, 145th Flight Following, radio
relay thru some other aircraft, telephone to 12th Wviation Group AAE,
or 145th -DOC). Include as much information as possible, Any request
for assistance needed will be forwarded to DOC for coordination.

c, Determine the extent of damage and what action is necessary to
recover the aircraft. If parent unit is unable to locally recover,

' request assistance from 145th Avn Bn Maint Officer through BOC.

3. Vhen US personnel cannot be left in the area of downed aircraft
the following critical items will be removed.

a. SOI extract and other sensitive cargo items
b. Automatic Weapons
c. Personal Weapons
d. Commnications equipment, to include survival radios (URC-4 or

URO-lO)
e. cmunition
f. Other loose equipment

4. Intentional destruction of domed aircraft will be considered only
if capture of the aircraft with weapons mounted intact appears imminent.
Every attempt will be made to keep strike aircraft over the downed
aircraft, The decision to intentionally destroy a downed aircraft
will be mad% only by the Commanding Officer, 145th Aviatlon Battalion.

5. Search and Rescue will be provided with the necessary aircraft to
transport the SR and EDD people within III ARVN Corps.

£Q'i J



k. The aircraft crew will use the following visual signals to inform
other aircraft of their status:

a. Red Smoke - In trouble - need med evac, rescue, over.
b, G~reen Smke - No immediate problem.
e. ihite Smoke - Receiving Fire-Thrown in direction of hostile

fire.

7. mrn operation that presents a high probability of encountering
hostile ground fire will have in the task organization the following
elements:

a. 0omparq maintenance aircraft with repair team.
b. 56th iaintenance Co (DS) aircraft recovery team.

J60ST
Lt. Col

iIncl:

Appendix 1 - Check List for Downed and/or sissing idrcraft
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Appendix 1 145th Avn Bn SOP
aumex C (Downed 4ircraft Froccdures Airmobile Operations
Checklist to 145th Avn Bn bOP for 15 jpril 1966
Airmobile Operations)

I FV - 56th Tras
12thdrop, i&B _ _

3-3 I
Bn Safety Officer________
Compa

1. Source of Information.

2. Date/Time Receive.

3. Date/Tim of Incident/Accident
f 4. Location of bite (Coordinates) ..

5. Parent Unit of Aircraft_ ... . Type/SN
6. hission: OCS _ C CA____ A T _.G_

7. Circumstances:

8. Names of Crew PCP 

Ch_ G OB

9. Passengers/Troops Aboard: Yes_ No Number _ _ .

10. xtent of Injuries P_ ____CP . ...

_ _ _ G ,, OB

11. GaCualties, commnaioned ... arrant . AL,

12. Status of beourity of Sites SecuredN..._ot Secured .....

13. Statue of Weapons, Secured Not Secured ,,

14. Status of b60/atoe, Scum4.. _ Not bocure.

15. Daee to *rcraft, ioror ....ajor Total.

16. Recovery in Process, "e.s bo ec ovsry Unit_____

17. Infozniition received by_, _ _ viation Offioer_.

IS. hemarkes 19.9 • 2116



flA.1, 145th Avation Battalion
IBion Hoc., 2W1N
15 April 1966

AR3 I" (A flqI5 iATIO! I~ D !CC-: 'TICS) TO 145T11 I AVIATION
BATTALION SOP For, Ar JII OTIO1E

1. Gonorc.1:

rae Dcttclion S-1+ is ro~sib fo :Jnin nd zoeviding tho

nccocmcary Ioistica suk)port for the &cttczlion Ow~ing :J.i~obilo 9oporioms
to includo CL-.s IIIA & V, niedioc.J c.nd tra.as3ortz.tion.

a hme1-tot.-->;. olficeio of)i :rreie opcur.timn,

(2) Niuaher of -dr,,.ft y.rtici-pctin La t on.
(3) 1if"It tilio 1bot1oon rafuoJin(3.
(4) Timo zallo'-tcd for rzfucling.
(5) Dur- .tion of o,er. ti on.

b. C]L- ss IIIA~:

(1) Rofmolins o-xorc-.tions -.t fixod ist.too

(cUnit JP/4 tz-xnkers -ortiiJ.control of' b.t-I t.-.ion S-4.
be (b) hio 500 ;7.Uon fiber blckdClrs la;Coad c 2b:.d ? ton

trucks ul-I ju od to sul)er.ont J?/4 &i'.nkors C.-.? *,.ilt,L. our

(2) Roftolino opr ti-ns ,.t f'iold loc".tions.

(a.) k.', ton truckso loc-dcd vith 500 Lp-1on 3 r
5 L Jlon 2rmza will be use)d to r4Xuei. cwirj -:.n on oocatinc of'

2 fi-ht o~~nsor loss.
(b,) P.,)id ru.fuo1inC- uuth.4 (?Azabo ps and 500 G,--

3)will1 bo utilized for iBcatt.1ion aize o r'A.n cxnsistirg of' 2
or ____________

0. Ca@a V:-

(1) iuing a~t fixed ±natl..V-tion.

(a) Units will .xravido -Am zzuflitiofl for both~ mrod

liolicoYtora cand tro? wrriors.

EPA~~~ 2ZjQCz EOL



Wb Attached units will be r.)ovided amiuntion resupply

by unit elesigictod Wb 3-4

(2) nlearninr, at field locc-tions

(a) Aunumnition located cat po-stock p)oints will be used
by all units pa-rticipa tine, in theo air:2obilo operation.

()S-4 will cr- cango for velicics to transport annuni-
tion to reaminr,- site.

(3) S-4 will dolivor or Lr-ko arrci.apmonts for deliver of
socific 3a1runtion that is notavailble at the pr-tck points -,ri-io

(1) Datai i 1 ht sur :o will b a;,tdat Iba tt-Jjion for--
ward ccr'ir.nd pos3t.I (2) &attalicn Su:'r~oon wrill ar.'a ngo for an ambuLnco and iio-
clical .aid mon to be proocat batt-.lon forwacrd coun;and ost (fix.Cd ins-
talla~tion).

(3) 1;odic.-1 ovcuawtion ?Ian wil-l ba do'toriIned byZ thao bat-
tJinsur'-Oon:

f. Trans ortation:

1)S-4 wtill ,r,)vido tn. .sportcttiozi ac rocuirod.
(2) Unite tin the bttalion will be directed to furnish

vehicles to bacttalion S-4 to fulfill trans,)ort:.tion rec :aironents of co:~m.id,
s',t:,ff and attcacheld o 3ora-ting units.

3. AdLnistrztion:

a. CrciT cieofs will socure in rotor bLcLIQS a.s Soon aS Z)oS~iblo
in o-.-der to We.: dito refueling.

b. Crow, chiefs will r.Ful own .arcraft U at rufuolin,, qitcs.
k c. Gunners will roarn laim Arcraft.

4.Reports:

a. S-4 will initizte parm 4 of theI Iftor action ro-:ort to S-3
U.3on coa .lction of the a7iruobilc o-ooration.

b. Ruport vill co;ntain Ifhi9ihts of Ithe operation ia theo £ol-
i areas:

(2) iiitnmanco
(3) *' ".clical.
(4) ACL 4-nistration

Dr1F32Th Annex Z JOCST
Lt Col
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Hqs, 145th Aviaticn Battalion
Bien Hoa, WIN
15 April 1966

AME E: (CCU@NICATIONS) to 145th Aviation Battalion SOP for Airmobile
Operations

1. PURPOSE: This SOP standardizes recurring corinmicaions support pro-
cedures within the 145th Aviation Battalion during airmobile operations
except when modified by battalion order.

2. GENERAL

a. The 145th Aviation Battalion Communications SOP for airmobile op-
erations is based on Coiamand SOP's.

b. The battalion cornmincatins SOP contains instructions on organi-
zation, equipment, and routine operations of the battalion conmunications
section.

( c. These instructions include:

(1) Radio Communications

(2) bire Communications

(3) Messenger Service

(4) Radio Relay Cormunications

(5) Visual Communications

(6) Stagefield Organization and Procedures

3. RADIO CQ41lNICATIONS

a . The Battalion Comunications Officer will supervise the frequency

and call sign assigmnaets provided by higher headquarters.

b. Jamming and interference reports will be submitted to the battal-
ion signal officer without delay, giving time, frequency, type of Jarming
(interference), signal strength, readability, and identification of inter-
fering station.

c. The battalion comunications section will establish FM and UHF
Radio Net Control Stations at the hattalion rmar CF, battalion forward UP,
and at the battalion alternate CP during all combat airmobile operations
and during battalion directed coupany operations.

d. Bttalion radio note will conform to those prescribud in the cur-
rent sigual annex to the airmobile operetions order.

e. Radio cotmmucations on battalion comwnd nets diring airmbile
operations will be liuited to operational reports and tecrgencies.

I ERil
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f. Brevity of transmission will be stressed in all cases.

g. Brevity codes will be utilized as outlined in the signal annex
and Battalion $01.

. WIRE CIIUNICATIONS

a. The battalion comruaications section will maintain and operate a
switchboard at the 145th Ariation Battalion rear CP.

b. The battalion cc,=uications section will maintain and operate a
switchboard at forward comumad post or staging area when the battalion
is in the field for extended periods of time.

e. Wire lines will nonially be installed to battalion units during
field operations and will be Lmiitained by the battalion coiumnications
section.

d. Battalion units will provide field telephones for teniAnativi, of
C lines to the battalion switchboard.

5. 1i3M, IGER SERVICE

a. The battalion coiunications section will provide messenger ser-
vice as required.

b. Service that may be required:

(1) Delivery of SOl's.

(2) Pick up and delivery of iaessages, orders, and reports.

c. Frequency of delivery and pick up will be deterained by the bat-
talion adjuttnt and signal officer as required by the tactical situation.

6. RADIO RELAY CtNICATIONS

a. Radio relay co.izaunications on battalion cuo-and nets will be pro-
vided during airmobile operations by 01-F aircraft of the 74th Aviation
Company.

b. High frequency (SSB) ground relay stations will be maintained at
the battalion rear and battalion forward CP's.

7. VISUAL CX1N ICATI S

a. Battalion subordinate units aircraft will be distinctively aark-
ed for ease of identifica.tion during airuo)ile operatiuns as follows:

UNIT

(i) 68th Aviation Copany Dayglo and Red

(2) 118th Aviation Coupany Dayglo and Green

.EgA (M lil ik MA Q.R11



(3) 197th Aviation Company Dayglo and Wlite

(4) A/501 st Aviation Corpany Dayglo and Blue

b. Suolea will be employed during operations by color as indicated:

COLOR ACTION or INDICATI.iG

(1) Yellow 14arks LZ

(2) Red Emergency, downed aircraft, need medical evac-
uation

(3) White Marks enetT or enemy fire

(4) Green No imediate problem

8. STAM FIELD ORGANIZATION AND PRODUS

a. Coaunications equipment utilized during staging operations varies
with the distance of the objective area froa the stage field, the access-

( ibility of the staging area to vehicles, and the av.ilability of transpor-
tation for uovement of cormunications equipment to isolated stage fields.
The following equipuent is needed for normal operations:

(1) W1 Radio - 1 AN/PRC-25 or AW/GRC-125

(2) ITAF Radio - 1 VRC-24

(3) 1 - RC 292 + Mast with Mounted UHF Antenna

(4) 1- Field Table

(5) 2 - Chairs (folding)

(6) Pathfinder FW1 Control Radios, 2 - AN/PRC-25's w/batteries

(7) 1.5 kwDC Generator

(8) 1 -Shop Van or I - Tent (fly)

b. Co, unic.tins equipxiont rmquired at the forward coiznnd post:

(1) PE Radio - 2 AN/PR-25's w/atteries

(2) UHF ado- 1 VRC-2

(3) 1.5 kw DC Generator

c, Personnel required for stagefield control

(1) 3 Radio Operators

(2) 1 Operations NCO or Coi.iwdcations Sergeant

' EiQ13
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(3) 2 IWiremen (on extended opereticns)

(4) 3 Switchboard Op, rators (on extended operations)

(5) 2 Radio Operators - will be required at advance CP

d. The signal officer will have available additiunal operations
codes, authentication tables, and SOI extracts,, and will be tihoruughly
failiar with their use.

e. Staging area communications equipuent will be set up and checked
early enough to allow replacement or repair of equip..ient before the op-
erations begins.

f. The signal officer will noTally be located at the forward CP
during ain-iobile operations.

9. SICMAL =UCRITY

a. Transission security will be nonitored and controlled by the
NCS.

b. All classified documents will be secured in an authorized con-
tainer when not in use.

c. All SOI's carried on aircraft will be secured on the pErson of
the aviator to prevent inadvertent loss in flight.

d. The cxuprouLise of any codes jr S0l's will be reported as soon
,%s dossible to the battalion S-2.

e, Doctments my be destroyed to prevent capture. A report will be
sulzaitted t, the battalion signal officer giving timb, place, and method
of destruction.

C f. Classified docurents will not be left tmattended.

JOOS?
Lt Col
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APPMIX I (C01VIAND NMJ UHF) TOs Annex E (CM UNICATIONS) TOs 145th

Aviation Battalion SOP for Airmobile Operations

I * General,

ae The purpose of the battalion UHF net is to provide any memberAof
the battalion away from the Headquarters in an aircraft a means of contact-
ing any portion of the battalion headquarters.

b. The battalion URF net will operate on the primary battalion UHF
frequency and will be monitored 24 hours a day.

2. Dia ran

Ave~ve -&rl#t**

e-e /4 V 4C -%2A
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APPENDIX 2 (COi lf, ) I T R-1) TO. Annex E (cOt, ICATIONS) TOo 145th

Aviation Battalion SOP for Airmobile Operations

1 Generals

a. The purpose of the battalion Ri net is to provide any member of
the battalion away from the Headquarters in a ground vehicle or aircraft,
a means of oontacting any portion of the Battalion Headqurters.

b. The battalion Ri net will operate on the primary command frequen-
cy and will be monitored 24 hours a day.

2. Diagram s

, 2,

G R

.~Il ............. 1 .
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APPIXL 3 (12iI AVIATIOI, GROU IMT Fh WITH BACKOM SSB NET) To: Am=~
E (douiNilATIajS) TOs 145th Aviation Battalion S(R for Airmobile
Oerations

1. Generals

a. The purpose of the 12th Aviation Group I Net is to provide the
Group Commander with a command net with which he can contact each bat-
tallion within the 12th Aviation Group.

b. The Group WM Net is backed up by an on call Group SSB Net.

c. The 145th Aviation Battalion has been directed by 12th Aviation
Group to operate a station in the Group & Net and to act aa alternate
net control station.

d. The 145th Aviation Battalion functions in the Group 66B Net as
it does in the Group WM Net.

e. The battalion W. station will operate on the 12th Aviation Group
primary W frequency and will monitor traffic from 0730 to 1800 hours
daily honday through Saturday.

f. The battalion SSB station will operate on the 12th Aviation
Group primary single side band frequency as directed by 12th Aviation
Group*

2. Diagrams

145th 11ith 13th (PROV)
Avn Bn Avn Bn vnB F

12TH AV GP CtWI'D IT D. OR S8B

Z21 _ZF 21I) IA N_____
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HQs 145th Aviation Battalion
Bien Hoa, RVN
15 April 1966

Annex F (Helicopter Formations) to 145th Aviation Battalion SOP for
Airmobile Operations.

1. PPOSI

To establish standard helicopter formations to be utilized by units
of this coiuand.

2. GUIW L

The attached illustrations of basic fliSht format-ons are established
as standard tactical formations which will be utilized by the 145th Aviation
Battalion and subordinate units durine all combat operations.

3. Variations to the standard formations, as illustrated, imay be employed
by the ,tir Uission Comander as necessary to adjust to the tactical
situation. SefAration between helicopters, except in train will be a
minimum of 50 feet frm the extremity of one helicopter-to another.
In trail formation the separation between helicopter extremities will be
a minimum of 100 feet. The basic helicopter formations used by the 145th
Aviation Battalion are as follows:

a. 3asic Symbols (Ap-endix 1)
b. Lchelon Left (Appendix 2)
c. Echelon Aight (Ap-endix 3)
d. Basic "V" Flight Formation (Appendix 4)
e. Heavy Left (Appendix 5)
f. Heavy iUht ( ppendix 6)
g. Company Trail ('ppendix 7)
h. Company Staggered Trail (Appendix 8)
i. Company Column, Flights in V's of Tiree (Aippendix 9)
J. Company 0 iamond, Fliaht in V's of Three (tppendix 10)
kc. Company ±chelon Ieft (Appendix U1)
1. Company Lchelon ltieht (Appendix 12)
p, Company Column, Flights heavy left ',ppendix 13)
n. Company Column, Flijhts heavy right iAppendix 14)
o. Battalion Vee Formation (A.ppendix 15)
p. Battalion Column (,ppendix 16)
q. Battalion Lchelon Left (Appendix 17)

17 .,ppendizes:
as

JOOST

Lt Col

S-3
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Appendix 1 (Basic Symbols) to AnneKc F (Helicopter~ Formations) to
145th Avih Bn SOP f~or Afrmobile 0Ozis.

B3ASIC SYMBQIS

Section Lader

( Minio*n Consander

"1 0 krued SMip

-UM 7f SQ~~
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Appendix 2 (Echelon Lett) to nnex F (Helicopter Formations) to
145th Avn Bn SOP for Aiiobile Or=.

/
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Appendix 3 (khelon Right) to Annex F (llelicop-tr Formations) to
145th Avn Bn SOP Airmobile Oins

(\

L

SAUS ,_i1
S-3 r2A MRu IA& !IAS IlglI

-*Amon-----



Appendix 4 (Basic 'IV"t Flight Formation) to Annexc F (Helicopter Formations)

to 145th Ovn Bn SOP for Airmobile Oruls.

SAUMS

S-3 E A-QE I9IA! ga 2ii



Appendix 5 Oeavy Left) to Annex F (Helicopter Formations) to
145th Avn Bn SOP for Airinobile O~na

BASIC HEAVY LEFT FORMATION

L ~SAUMtS 
/
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145th-.r Di SOP~ f13? Ai .ob4 9 O

BASIC HEAV RIGHT FORMATION

j SAUMt3
S-3 2~*



3.45th Avn Thi SOP for Airmobile Opria.
COMANY TIL

K'US Q L1MMA 0II
S-Q



Appnx 8 (ompany Staggered Trail) to Annex F (Helicopter Formations)
to 14 5th Avn Bn "lop fff Airmobile Opns

COI4PANY STAGGERED TRAIL (RIGHT)

I I

NQ

$AUIRS /

s-3
Z2AREE 2IA ' U ISQ111



Formations) to 1.45t~h Avn Bn SOP for Airmobile Orne.

COMPANY COLUN FLIQITS IN VES5' F THMi

E2 ) 29 ! 1A 3 2J -



..., a~&v vompany Dlamond Fliot in Vis of Three). to Annex F
(Helicopter Formations) to 145th Avn Bth SOP for Airmobile Opns.

GOMPANY DIAMOND FORMATION FLIGHTS O? V's OF THREE

/

*\

/ x* / •

Arill

)4

(i

s'"-".VY

(o I )
SAUW



Appendix 1 (Company Echelon Left) to Anne% F (Helicopter Formations)
to 145th Avn Bn SOP for Airmobile Ons.

COMPANY S;HLON L.7T

FIt/A .4

I.I

to/

Fit B .

Flt C

,,<o ... / [ tC .C','
.

ol)ItD,

SAU3S /00
S-3



-~~~ ~4 a-~* % 11J~ JjJU ALU V.Leu LO/

to 145th Avn Bn SOP for Airmobile Opns

COMPAJOY 3WHELN RIGHT

Y Flt A

Fit B

Fi Fic

,,N\

SAU•S
S-3
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Appendix 13 (Company Column, Plights Heav5y left) to tnex F
(Helicopter FaMtUM) to 145th Avn Bn SOP for Airmobile 0mw.

COMPWCo0 k f f3 HE.AVY LEFT

lie

SAMS>
3-3

E919Ef~/ Elgi



-Y ~ #%.LLj jwi j.ni zeavY AOlgt~) to Annex F (HelicopterFormations) to 145th Avn Bn SOP for Airmobile Opns

Fit A -

Flt B 
"'

Isv

II .

F ,it c

t\

Q 
SAUN
3-3
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to 145th Avn Bn SOP for Airmobile Opis

BATTALION VEE FORMATION

Fi V1

-t *I f- /.

lI iU 
4

..

SAU S c t-c
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Appendix 16 ( Battaion Column) to Annex F (Helicopter FormationS)'.
145th Avn Bn SOP for Airmobile Ons

f.r .4

BATTALION COLUMN.

t

.'.,

i~..

I
U----- lI
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Appendix 17 (Battalion Echelon Loft) to Annex F (Helicopter Formations)
to 145th Avn Bn SOP for Airmobile Orns.

BATTALION FWHEb0N LEFT

ci,

9.

SAUEtS
S-3 2EzQiq1AL1.O2



Hqs, 145th ..vn 3n
i c n H -a, r.V1;

15 --ITri1 1966

:.ncx G (Flig~ht iRoute. Co rrid r) to 145th .yi:'tion >:tt.-lion SOP for
i~frmobilce Opratins,

1. PUR. OSE: To establish pr)ced0ures to) bc fiollOLe by all elements of
this cc .xaand to niniliize the ha.zcrd: t.o -ircr--ft fromo friendly ccxtillery.

2. SCOPL .,Iith the introduction of US j.rr7r gro-und elements ndsu,-pu,.rtinr-
%rtillery in th,, Republic )f South Vie;t=-aa, free or unco)ntro-;lled firt
cannAt be co~nducted safely. TPhe density of US artillery po-sitions in
III ',RWK Corps lictc,.tes the establishmoent :)f a.n airway s3steLl. To
achieve this Lobjective, fli~rt corridors nnd co;ntrollin- agencies have
been estr.'Jlished. -]. -rrojectp'a flight co)rrido)rs ame routed to and fral
uiajor nilitcry instal-itins. The fliLht corridors est7'blished will
provide Aro~~free fr,,i rtlley If thrze flig-ht pc~th to- be
flown, whether within -r outside if n~n established ck-rridor, is -vcr or
near an "VK artil Iery location, co )-Imic.ti 3ns inust lx-11 .d Q with th:-.t
inst, llation fir -,rtillery tvis drj. The flighft c,;ri-.dors Do LAt -:u! rmtee
freedzie frA;m i.1,M nrtillory. Thu air--rund ra.dio- frequencies listed in
the, currunt 30I1 m-ust bLe used t.- clear your routc- ;f flgh ver o.r in
closb proxiiity to -11 .AVIT artilluxry units.

~.Flight corridor a!3.nsi~ns:

(1) 11 flir.ht corrido.rs are. 4000 auters wide1 (2000 :i%;t(ers
ench sid' c of n ctnter lin,) aznC follow dr,inmnt torroiin fe-..turces f.or
caise of identificntion,

(2) -]. flig.-hts will bL free; of a-rtilltjry b.twcn --t. g round
:nd 3000 feet (L.); h.owevr, since %.ll flight c-rriC.-rs x.:ss diri:ctly
over call of the friurx2.y artillury in III Co-rp)s it is n.ccss-.ry t- restrict
thc, widt'i :ind altitude ,f co-rriU. .rs :'t these locati .ns. Width w:-ll be-K 1Lkted
to 2000 mexters .n( nltitudu *,-ust be, botw(een 2500 .nd 3000 feet.

b. Flig~ht Corridor w*,,encics: To zv, fo r tOL age -Wnt1 eqx.Ce'tijus
flow of air tra~ffic ,md create c cen~tral. co-Aro ulu..ent for aIll"
frie.rx1y artillery, two Artillery ji"ir Control Ctnter (:..,CC) have bean
ostc-.bishod.

(1) 1st. (00S) IZL .ntry Division .u.CC

(4) Ail air tra.fic within the slx.cifiud corridojrs
cast )f the Sa~idon Ai.lur (on alint fr,... southcast to nmrtimcst) will
n..onito-r the dint fruout-cy oaf thc 1st. (US) Infc-,ntry Division ....CC.

(W US artillury units &or tho jurisiction of the 1st
(03) Inf:,ntry Division amr 1ocntc! at Phouc Vinhb, L--i Khe,, Phu Li,,
Mt~n, IBiun H~oc and: Xuan Loc.

(2) 25th (US) In~fcntr7 D)ivisi-m ...CC

/ OR OFF~ICI.L USE 2Q3 1
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(a) All air traffic within the specified corridors west
of the Saigon River willi moni t-or t.h-e designated frequency of the 25th
(US) Infantry Divisicn A2CC.

(b) US artillery units under the jurisdiction of the
25th (US) Infantry Division are located at Cu Chi.

c. Flight Corridor Procedures:

(1) Daylight hours (0700-1900): All aircraft on single aircraft
missions are guaranteed friendly artillery clearance as long as their
flight path remains well within the flight corridor. Aviators utilizing
the assigned corridors will at all times monitor the appropriate AACC
frequency for warnings of non-scheduled artillery fires. Transmissions to
the AACC agency are required only when requesting further artillery
advisories, or departing a flight corridor. At the time of corridor
departure the pilot must report the point of exit, destination, route
of flight, altitude and time of exit to:

(a) The AACC having jurisdiction over that flight
corridor.

(b) The artillery location w' s.e fires c:.ver the TAOR
%hrt is beir, overflown.

At that time pilots will be advised of any artillery fires which
may effect their route of flight. Upon request from the aviator,
fires will be suspended as directed by iACC, unless the lifting of fires
is precluded by a tactical emergency.

(2) Hours of Darkness (1900-0700): Flight corridors during the
hours of darkness are non-eximtent. At night, restrictions imposed on
artillery by flight corridors are lifted. Aviators will obtain information
of scheduled and non-scheduled fires affecting their flight path by
monitoring the radio frequency of the VCC in w.o's area of responsibility
the flight is being conducted. To obtain a desired flight path at
night, prior coordination must be effected with the A'CC agency directly
involved.

(3) For comprny or battalion size air.,bile operations the
same procedure as above will be adhered to if existing corridors are
suitable. Flight paths to be used to and from the established corridors
will require advanced approval from the MACC having jurisdiction over
the operational area to insure that timing .f the operation is not
Asmated while awaiting artillery clearance.

d. Artillery Grid System: The standard 1st (US) Infantry Division
Artillery Grid System overlay will be utilized at all times when making
reference to aJt &Wy-positions, gun-target lines and flight path
direction of movement. This grid system may also be used when calling
fires on known or suspected enemy positions.

j .q.piendix 1

Flight Route Corridor Diagram

1C 10WUDGE: JOOST
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l~ppereilx 1 (Flisht Route Corritior Diagrm) to ;'nmex G to 145th .vi:tion
]att~lion SOP for ..r~.AeOpurttions

,rti-Llery Position:
Altitude: 25001-3000f10A

Width: 2000 uezers

Norrrl Corridor Dirmensi

'width: 4000 rieters

Inttrsection

.1r OFIC LL:
SAUERS:
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iiqs, 145th .,viation Jattalion
D~ien Ho" RI
15 jpril 1966

.Lnex H (Coi~and Post ad3t,->jc-ield Or!-anizationan Procedures) to
145th A' viation ;Atttlion SOP for A~ri,obile Opexrations.

1. PURPSE: This SOP is to ezstablish sta gefield tand coiiand post
procedures and orcganizc.tion for the Pattalion Forward OP arid Sta!76field
rduring air.iobile operations, nrx1 applies eate pt when i-,idif itd by the
cormiander.

2. GLUiRI: The stagefield3 a nd coujand post, size,. location, and required
facilities will bt. deter-1-inod Curing the planning- phse of the operation.
Size i-ay vary frii a single C&O aircraft to a full field Bc.ttalion OP
orvanizetiori.

3. ORG-. IZI LTIOI.:

a. The foll.)wing, staff groupings and support eler.,ents are nor=.lly

utilized for Cor.mmand Post organizv tion and control:

(2) Intelli --Cncce
(3) Oprations, Coununications, and Stc.jofield Control
(4) Log7isties

(a) jid Station
(b) POL and r~azn
(c) IKiint~ncnce, c'nd RLecovtry

b. The Dattalion Tactical Coyi~innd Posts arc; nri.a-lly or.3a-nizcd as
follows:

(1) D-,tta-lion ika,-r Co!ianUm Post:

(a) S-1 S,-ction ary! l'rs-ax.L1

c) ..sst 3-3
(d) ,'sst S-4
We Coui.Auictions st'cti.u C-)
(f) Safety Off iccr

(2) Battalion Forward C e.Li -nd Post:

(a) ILxecutive Officer
(b) S-2

(d) 010 Pathfindier DNtachLmnt
(e) Si,-,nal Off icqtr
Mf Chaplain

(.,-) Flight Surge=n
(h) HDCcinU:nt

(j -~tn.ncu Officer

FO0R OF FICQI ;.L U 0t



f(3) Battalion .. urborne Cmxmm' Post (C&C Helicopter):

S(a ) Counding Officer
(b) s-3

Sd) FSCC
e) Growmd Ccarnder

(4) Battalion Alternate CcxumI Post

(a. Operation NCO
(b) Comauncatione Personnel
(a) Pathfinder Personnel

8-4 Sergeant

4. P RSONNZL, DUTIES, AND RESPCKSIBILITIDSs

a. The officer in charge of the CP will normaly be the Battalion
Executive Officer, or i his absence, be furnished by the 3-3; he will
have overall control .rx1"k esponsibility for the Commar/ Post and Stagefield
facilities, personnel, and operation,

b. The Stagefield Operations Officer or NCO will be furnished by
the Battalion S-3; he will be rospcnsible for all operational matters
at the Couuand post and stagefield. His responsibilities include:

(1) Maintain situation Laps
(2) Maintain aircrcft availability status
(3) Prepre estimates of -2ircraft opurational readiness
(4) Brief visiting personnel as required
(5) Assum duties of staiefield corrrnder in the absence of the

executive officer.
(6) Cordimntc with Battalion S-4 for transportation of ptrsonnel

and equipment.

c. The st.tgefivI(! Intelligence Officer or NCO will be responsible
for all intell4gence natters pertinent to current operations. His
responsibilities include the fullowin.

(1) Pmvide continuous Uilitry intelicence estiim&atcs of the
eneLW situ.tion.

(2) 1bke recoxuzndations to thu st:-ufield cxdyinder cencernin,.

(a) Flight Rtoutes

b) kxidins i-orm dio() Counterintelligence and dectption p1=a

(3) Provide current weather c. nd light data.
4) Maintain current emnew situation Lzp.

i 5) Collect and consolidate infcrrotion of the enwu from aviation
units asApined or Lttachedl.

(6) Disseinrtte intelliene 'zf.rtIon to r:ssigned and att:ched
units.d, The staguffiold Adointrative Officfr or NCO will be furnished

by th. H4Wq=rt~rs and Headquarters Cocrier. He will be rtsponsible for:

FO0R 2' II..L U S L
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(1) St.thlishnent ,f security, and the corrind -e'st
(2) Messinr facilities fr-r all staff an' conzqnar personnel
(3) Stagefield defense
(4) Area police
(5) Cordinaticn of transportation requirements with Battalion

S-4 for all equipment and personnel

e. The Battalinn S-4 will be responsible for all logistical
support. His resT rnsibilities include:

(1) Refueling of aircraft
(2) Re-arming of aircraft
(3) Coordination of POL and amranition requirements at the

stagefield
(4) Coordination of Class'I supply
N 5 C joorchation of Tradspdrtation

6 Coordination of lngistical requirement for continuing
operations

f. The airfield parking and control officer or NCO will be
furnished by Battalion S-3 (normailly the Battalion Pathfinder); he will be
responsible for stagefield parking, aircraft control, and troop loading.
His responsibilities include:

(1) C-ntrol of all inbound and outbound aircraft
(2) Parking instructions to all aircraft (Apperdix 2)

S3 Organization and loading of troops
4) Lighting facilities necessary for control and parking of

aircraft
(5) Coordination with B-ttalion S-4 for transYrrttivn

requirenents

g. The Maintenance Officer or NCO will he furnished by the

battilion maintenance section; he will be responsiblo for all recovery
oreraticns and maintenice cf vehicles and aircraft as required. His
resronsibilities: include:

(1) Coordination of recovery operations when required
(2) Liaison with recovery personnel
(3) Monitoring overall naintenance status of aircraft
(4) Co' rdination with 3attalion S-4 for transportation

requirtments

h. The Medical Officer or NCO will be determined by the Battalion
Flight Surgeon and will be rosronsible fc;r stagefield And forwrd

medical facilities. His responsibilities include:

(1) Establishing %n aid stati'n at the stalufield
(2) Coordination with other medical units United States or

Vietnamnese) for facilities, equipment, and personnel
(3) 'ordination of transportation requirements for personnel

and equipent tr, forward locations with S-4

i. The Cowlmications Office. or NCO will be responsible for all
corimcnic-tn anst the stagefield and cnnd pst. His responsibilities
include:"
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()Operation cf grounc to :rTound and ground to --ircormiunicat4 ons f rou bcattaliconr tco subor,.Annte units (Lnnex Lj COounuiictiuis.)
(2) Publication and .. istributijn of SOI =,terials cs requicdc.
(3) Coordinati=o of transpcrtztion rE-qvuirc-.u;nts with the

Bc-ttaljion S-4.

MOOST
Lt Col

Appendixes:-
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Appendix 1 (Command Post and Stagefield Equiprient) to Annex H (Command
Pospand Stagefield Organization and Procedures) to 145th Aviation
-Battalion SOP for ,irmobile Operatio.ns,

1. PURPOSE: To outline the Battalion Command Post and stagefibld

minuim required items of equilment during combat operations.

2. GEIMJ.L: The Headquarters Cormandant is responsible for providin.
equipment, personnel and supervision for Command Post ard. sta:cfield oper~t'ionS:

3. EQUIPMENT: The following list of equipment is the minimum reqttired

for non-prolonged Command Post and stagefield operations:

locatinO of equipment common to both fixed facilities and field
location CP.

(1) Chairs, folding, steel, 22 ea2) Tables f oldigwod 6 ea
(3) Cot, folding, canvas, (as required)

4). Air Mattress, (as required)
(5) Blanket, wool, (as required)
(6) Pillow, bed, ctn, tick (ts required)
(7) Flash lights, 6 ea
(8) Candles, 4 doz
(9) Insect Repellant, 1 case
(10) Foot powder, 1 case
(11) Rations, (as required)
(12) Jug, insulated, 1 gal, O ea
(13) Bag, water, sterilizing, w/poles, 2 ea
(14) Can,. water, military, 5 gal, 5 ea
(15) L-ntern; gasoline, leaded fuel, 4 ea
(16) Shovel pick & axe, 6 ea
(17) CP signs
(M) Trunk, locker, wood, 4 ea

(a) Cup, drinking, hot drink, 450 ea
(b) Salt tablets, w/dispenser, 1 ea
(c) Tape, cloth, 4"1 Green, 1 ea
d) Engineer TaIe, 1 roll
(e) Malaria pills

b.' .Additiunal equipaent required-"for fieldlocation GP...

(1) Tent, comad poet, w/polees 1 ea
(2 Tent, reneral purpose, w/poles, (as#9,ruirect)
(3 Table, wood, 4 t.
4) Concertina wire, (as required)
5) Sanbags (as required)

(6) Generator 3 KW(7) Light set (25 outlet)\
(8) Field Phones TA 312, 8 ea

OFFIC IAL:
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Appendix 2 (Stagefield .'rrangement & Aircraft Parking Diagram) to Annex H
(Comiand Post and Stagefield Organization and Procedures) to 145th imviation
Battalion SOP for ,irmobile Operations

.,ccess Road
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Appendix 3 (Maintenance and Recovery) To Annex H (Command Post and
Stagefield organisation and procedings) to 145th Aviation Battalion SOP
for aimobile operations.

1. PURPOSE: To outline procedures and duties of the Battalion Aircraft
Maintenance Representative at the stagefield during Airmobile operations.

2. CGOE s The Battalion Aircraft Maintenance Representative wll be
an Officer or Enlisted man provided by the Battalion Maintenance Section.
He will be present during all battalion airmobile operations at the stage-
field site.

3. PROCEUre:

a. The Battalion Maintenance Representative will report to the
Command Post Comander upon arrival at the staging area, and remain under
the Command Post Commandert s control until released.

b. The Battalion Maintenance Representative (a) will be located
in close proximity to the forward CP at the staging area.

ce. In fixed staging areas, the Battalion Maintenance Section will
provide one (1) representative, One company will be designated during the
operational briefing, to provide maintenance personnel for aircraft
maintenance support at the designated stagefield.

d. In remote staging areas, the Battalion Maintenance Section will
provide twu (2) representatives.

e. Recovery of aircraft will normally be coordinated by Command
and Control Personnel while airborne (Annex C). If this cannot be
accomplished the Battalion Maintenance Representative will coordinate
upon notification.

4-. UTIES:
a. The Battalion Maintenance Representative will assist, appraise

F battle damage, and provide technical inspection for all units involved
in airmobile operations at the stagefield area.

b. The Battalion Maintenance Representative vdll record all battle
damage, and maintenance incidents, by unit aircraft type, serial number,
daage/maintenance discrepancy, for the Battalion After Action Report and
Maintenance Section Battalion Historical Report.

c. Upon notification, the Battalion Maintenance Representative will
coordinate recovery of aircraft by notifying unit recovery personnel
or the 56th Transportation Coqpany Reccvery Team (a).

SCHRE
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Appendix 1 (Coii.nd Post and 3tagufield 1cuii:ient) to nJ4.fx H (Cor-=.nd
Post .nnd St-ngefield Org-nization f nd Pr-,)ccdures) to 145th :,viztion

Battalion SOP for ,irr.iobile Operati,)ns.

1. PURPOSE: To outline the Battalion C1m:n=nd Post and Stagefield

LiniLuu required items of equipment during combat operations.

2. GEUML: The HHD CoLiander is responsible for providing equijLent,
1 ersonnol and supervisiin for Cor:zrnd Post :.nd Stngefield Operations.

3. EQUIF.1K T: The following list of equiiuent is the minimun required
iteus ,f equip.lent for non-prolonted Conuand Post -.nd Stagefield Operations:

a. Items of equipnent comzon to both fixed facilaties and field
location CP.

(1) Chairs, folding, stevl, 22 ea
(2) Table, folding, wood, 6 ea
(3) Cot,foldlhg, canvas, (as required).
(4) Air 'Itttress, (as required).
(5) Blanket, wool, (as required)
(6) Pillow, bed, ctn, tick (as required)
(7) Fl.sh lights, 6 ea
(8) C:.nrles, 4 diz
(9) Insect Repellant, 1 case
(10) Foot powder, 1 case
(11) Rations, (as required)
(12) Jug,.insulAted, 1 :al, 10 ea.

(T3 Bag, water, sterilizing, w/poles, 2 ea
(1) Can, water, Lilitary, 5 gal, 5 ea
(15) Lantern, gasoline, leaded fuel, 4 ea
(16) Shovel pick & nce, 6 ea
(17) CP si ns
(18) Trunk, locker, wood, 4 ea

(bN Cup, drinking, hot dring, 450 ea
Salt Tablets, w/dispenser, 1 ea

(c) Tape, cloth, 4 " Green, 1 ea
(d) Engineer Tape, 1 roll
(e) Fz.laria pills

b. :.dditionl equipuent required for field location CP.

1) Tent, coaxand post, w/poles, 1 ea
2) Tent, general purpose, w/poles, (as requirud)
(3) Table, wood, 4 ea
(4) Concertina wire, (i.s required
5) Sand1b.gs (as required)
(6) Generator 3 KW
(7) Light set (25 )utlet)

OFFICL:L: (8) Field Phones T.. 312, 8 ea
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Appendix 2 (Stagefield 'arangeLent & Aircraft Parking Diagram) to Annex H
(Comand Post and Stagefield Organization and Procedures) to 1+5th Aviation
Battalion SOP for -irmobile Operations

,ccess Road.
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Appendix 3 (Maintenance and Recovery) To Annex H (Command Post and
Stagefield organization ano procedings) to 145th Aviation Battalion SOP
for airmobile operations....,

1. PURPOSE: To outline procedures and duties of the Battalion Aircraft
Maintenance Representative at the stagefield during Airmobile operations.

2. GERAL% 7he Battalion Aircraft Maintenance Representative IdlI be
an Officer or Enlisted man provided by the Battalion Maintenance Section.
He will be present during all battalion airmobile operations at the stage-
field site.

3. P1R)CEM1R:

a. The Battalion Maintenance Representative will report to the
Command Post Commander upon arrival at the staging area, and remain under
the Command Post Comanderts control until released.

b. The Battalion Maintenance Representative (a) will be located
in close proximity to the forward CP at the staging area.

c. In fixed staging areas, the Battalion Maintenance Section will
provide one (1) representative. One company will be designated during the
operational briefing, to provide maintenance personnel for aircraft
maintenance support at the designated stagefield,

d. In remote staging areas, the Battalion Maintenance Section will
provide two (2) representatives.

e. Recovery of aircraft will normally be coordinated by Command
and Control Personnel while airborne (Annex C). If this cannot be
accomplished the Battalion Maintenance Representative will coordinate
upon notification.

4. DUTIMS:

a. The Battalion Maintenance Representative will assist, appraise
battle damage, and provide technical inspection for all units involved
in airmobile operations at the stagefield area.

b. The Battalion Maintenance Repr%.entative will record all uattle
damagep and maintenance incidents# by unit aircraft type, serial number,
denage/maintenance discrepancy, for the Battalion After Action Report and
Maintenance Section Battalion Historical Report.

a. Upon notification, the Battalion Maintenance Representative will
coordinate recovery of aircraft by notifying unit recovery personnel
or the 56th Transportation Company Recovery Team (s).

SCHRIDR
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Hq, l1;lth Aviation Battalion
Bien Hoa, RVN
15 April 1966

ANNEX I: (OPERATIONS BRIEFING) To 145TH AVIATION BATTALION SOP FOR AIRMOBILE
OPERATIONS

1. SITUATION (S-2/3)

a. Weather, enemy and terrain
b. Friendly forces
c. Attachments and detachments

2. MISSION (S-3)

3. EXECUTION (S-3)

a. Concept of Operations

(1) Maneuver
(2) Fires

b. Missions to subordinates

c. Coordinating instructions

(1) Air Motement

(a) Formation
(b) Flight route
(c) Flight altitude
(d) Flight ipeed
(e) Loading

(2) Sequence o. Events

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

a. Supply
b. Maintenance
c. Medical

1 5. COMIM NAND SIGNAL (S-3)I
a. Signal; Annex
b. Command

CP locations
2 Air mobile force comander

c. Time

Distribution: Annex Z JOOST
Lt Col
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i
Hqs 145th Aviation Battalion
Bien Hoa, RVN
15 April 1966

Annex J (FLIGHT COMMANDERS DEBRIEFING) to 145th Aviation Battalion SOP

reT Airmobile Operations

1. Planning Phase:

a. Were units informed in time?
b. Was intelligence accurate?

c. Was arty or Tac air preparation adequate?
d. Did aircraft arrive on time?
e. Were there sufficient aircraft to fulfill the mission?
f. Was the flight corridor and flight path properly planned for?
g. Were there any delays?
h. Were the aircrews aware of the ground tactical plan?

2. Loading Zr'ne:

a. Was pathfinder properly used?
b. Were the troops properly broken down?
c. Was the take-off Zn time?
d. Were any difficulties experienced when refueling or rearming?
e. Was the loading area adequate?

3. Movement Phase:

a. Were the flight formations adequate?
b. Were the ACP's and RP easily identifiable?
c. Was there adequate interval between flight elements?
d. Was proper air cover afforded the troop carriers?

4. Landing Phase:

a. Was the landing zone easily identifiable?
b. Was the landing zone properly marked?
c. Did the landing $-ne adequately accommodate the flight formation?
d4 Wes suppressive fire allowed?
e. Was the offensive fire technique used exiting the landing zone?
f. Did the armed helicopters provide proper coverage?
g. Other

5. Reserve Employment:

JOOST
Lt Col
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HQ 145th Aviation Battalion
Bien Hoa, RVN
15 April 1966

Annex K (After Action Report Format) to 145th Aviation Battalion SOP
for Airmobile Operations.

HEADING

File No. Date

SUBJECT:

TO:

1. TASK ORGANIZATION:

a. HQ's
b. Combat Elements
c. Support Elements

2. MISSION:

3. SU&ARY OF OPERATION:

a. As Executed
b. Statistics

(1) No. of Arcraft
(2) No. Flight Hours
(3) No. Sorties

4. ADUNISTATION AND LOGISTICS:

a. Supply
b. Maintenance
c. Medical

5. PROBLEM AREAS

6. COWmtENTS OR RECOi-.NDATIONS

HMST K. JOO3T
Lt Colonel InfantryCowwadin

OFFIC
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Hqs, 145th Avn Bn
Bien Hoa, RUN
15 April 1966

Annex L (Preplanned 1issiono) to L. 'Lh Aviation Battalion SOP for A rmobile
Operations

1. PURPOSE

To establish guidance for both air and ground unit comanders in the
conduct of preplanned airmobile operations. Ihe various appendices to
this annex serve to e.cpedite planning and decrease reaction times involved
in the included operations.

~2. SCOPE

Thsae include tratens types of operations; Lkagle Fligte, Aepetitious

< :,ssaults and Uirdcage. Lach of these operations is covered in detail

~in the apprropriate appendix.

Lt Col

' 1. Eagle Fl:ights
2. Repetitious ;.ssaulte
3. Birdcage
4. 1-rcraft Fromations
5. Signal Instructions

~DISTRIBUTI(M:

! OFFICULt
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Hqp, 145th Avn Bn
Bien Hoa, RVN
15 Aril 1966

Appendix 1 (Eagle Flight SOP) to Annex L (Preplanned Missions) to 145th

Aviation Battalion SOP for irmobile Operations

1. PURPOSE

To establish guidelines to be used by air and ground Unit Comanders
in training, planning and execution of "Eagle Flights 2.. DWINITION:
"Eagle Flight" is the name given a type mission that is designed to
kill, captu.:e and otherwise disorganize isolated Viet Cong units in the
field.

2. SCOPE

This appendix will explain the organization, tactical employment,
( training, and logistics of an "agle Flight".

3. GWVtRAL

The "Eagle Flight" is based on the premise that a small, highly
skilled, organized and trained infantry-type combat unit that is one-
hundred percent airmobile can produce more Viet Cong casualties
in a given time than a much larger organization that is handicapped by
an administrative and logistical tail. The success and effectiveness of
an "Eagle Flight" unit depends upon its ability to react and maneuver
immediately in any combat situation in order to harass and disrupt the
activities of the ever moving Viet Cong Gerrilla units. The elements
offsurprise" and " hock" are absolute essentials to the success of the
"Eagle Flight" mission. The Viet Cong Guerrilla employs 'a'it-end-run"
nd "hide-and-seek" type tactics to a very great advantage. In essence,

the "Eagle Flight" beats him at his o~m game.

4. ORGANIZATION

An "Eagle Flight" ideally should bo composed of the following elements:

a. Comiand and Control Element, composed of the kviation Comander
(US); Infantry Troop Commander, or his reprcstintative. This element will
utilize a command & control helicopter. The responsibility of this
element will be to select and/or locate appropriate targets for the combat
elements; to designate the assault formation and tactics to be employed and
be responsible for the command, control and coordination of the overall
operation. The only decisions mide by the "ir Mission Commander will be
those necessary to insure that his air elements are employed safely and
in accord with their capabilities. round. tactical decisions will be
made by the Airmobile Force Comander or his representative.



b. Troop carrier element is composed of seven (7) UH-lD helicopters,
unarmed and equipped as troop-carriers, Six (6) of these aircraft will be
utilized to transport the coubat element; the seventh, to transport
prisoners taken and as an ener-ency-rescue aircraft.

c. Escort element is composed of five (5) aimed UH-lB helicopters
whose primary mission is to safeguard the troop carrier element; with an
equally important additional mission of prcviding protection by fire for
the ground troops.

d. Medical evacuation element is composed of one (1) UH-lB helicopter,
equipped and manned for the sole purpose of evacuation of friendly
casualties. This element will not be used as a -prisoner-transport.

e. Combat troop element, composed of six (6) squads of nine (9)
men each. Each two (2) squads, if RVN, should be accompanied by an
American Advisor for control and communication purposes. Troops should
be trained and employed in two-squad elements. In addition, the American
Advisor to the ',RVN troop commander should accompany the element. The
troop element must be made up of selected, highly aggressive, well-trained
troops, armed with automatic weapons.

5. TRAINING: 11 elements must undergo a training period as a unit,
during which time they will learn to function as a single well-drilled
combat team. The combat troop element and the troop carrier element
should train togethier for a minimum of two (2) full days, with all
elements participating the last day. A live firing problem should be
c inducted on the afterl.oon of the last training day in order to accustom
the ground troops to the fire of armed escort helicopters at close
quarters. During this last exercise, simulated emergencies, such as medical
evacuations, fire requests and nro'lm o' all, ty-s should , pr .ticed.
All visual air to ground and ground to air signals should be brou;ght into
play. Special emphasis should be placed throughout the train ig period
::l the use of the two squad element and tactical deployment from the
various aircraft landing formtions (Appendix 4). Ground commanders
should be thoroughly oriented in the selection and ri.rking of adequate
landing sites to facilitate troop pick up.

6. CONDUCT OF THE OPERTION:

a. Prior to each mission, close coordin.ation between the troop
carriers, armed helicopters and the ground force commander is essential.
The following coordination must be affected:

(1) Sequence of events
(2) Possible landing zones (S-2 report)
(3) Radio frequencies, call signs; calibration of ground

tr air radios
(4) POW pick up and collecting p1-nts
(5) Pyrotgchnics
(6) Emergency signals
(7) Logistics (Aircraft fuel range and refueling points)



bi Rennaissnce : Tile enroute flight formation for troop carrying
helicopters is two-ship echelons, at a trail (Appendix 4). Armed helicopters
provide escort by using normal flank-escort formations6. Two minutes ahead
of the troop carrying eleent; the-Escort Element ' Leader acconienies the"
Commafid and Control Element to reconnoiter the objective area, leaving four
(4) armed helicopters to escort the troop carrying helicopters and medical

evacuation helicopter. After target selection and reconnaissance, the Escort
Element Leader will return to the main column as the Command and Control Element
issues the attack order. The attack order will include:

, 1) nemy situation in the landing zone
2 Instructions for pre-etrike (when applicable)

S3) Landing formations to be employed (Appendix 4)
(4) Direction of landing and departure for troop carriers

c The Attack: After the attack order has been issued the troop
carriers will commence their approach to the landing zone, led by the
Command and Control Element and escorted by the armed helicopter unit

~' (provided this element is not engaged in a pre-strike). In any case..
the Escort Element will terminate pre-etrike in sufficient tiue to provide flank
security for the Troop Carrier Element during the last three-hundred (300)
meters of the approach. The Command and Control Element, preceding the Troop
Carrier Element by approximately one (1) minute, will mark the landing zone
with smoke (appendix 5) and give instructions for landing with relation to the
smoke marker (kppendix 1 for formations to be used).

After the troops have dismounted, the unarmed helicopters will
orbit at an altitude of twenty-five hundred (2,500) feet, one mile away
form the landing zone, standing by for pick-up instructions. Fire teams
(armed helicopters) continue coverage of their respective flanks of the
landing zone (troop element). Normal low-level orbits below one-hundred
(100) feet will be used to reconnoiter the area and provide the ground
force with aerial flank security. Ground forces can call for armed
helicopter fire to point targets by radio or visual signal (Appendix 5).

d. Apprehension i _ : When Viet Cong are observed fleeing

the objective area, the armed helicopters will attempt to halt their
escape by fire. Every effort will be made to drive the suspects to an
area where ground forces can capture them. The commander may commit the
reserve element, or airlift elements from the objective area in order to
block and/or apprehend fleeing Viet Cong.

If necessary, the armed heliconters will capture prisoners. One
aircraft will land to pick up the prisoner, while the other team elemmt
provides cover. The aircraft providing cover will be positioned so that
fire may be placed in the vicinity of the pick up aircraft or it's crew.
The observer, under supervision of the crew ohief, will thoroughly search
and secure the prisnner at a safe distance from the aircraft. The gunner
will place himself in a position to cover the crew chief and observer.
It it is evident that the apprehension will in any way endanger the aircrift
or crew, the Viet Cong will be killed. Any crew-member or the observer is
authorized to kill the suspect if he commits an overt act which will endanger
the helicopter or it's crew. Whenever possible, a rendezvous will be made
with the prisoner transport aircraft, so that he may secure the prisoners
enroute to the staging area.



The reserve may be used to capture prisoners (see above paragraph), or
to reinforce or block any area deemed necessnry by the commander. The
reserve may be called in either by radio or by visual signal (Appendix 4).

*. Pick-up of ground forces: Gro ind forces and aircraft will be
called in by the ground commander (Appendix 5). Armed aircraft will provide
normal flank security during the pick up and departure. The Command. and
Control Element should keep the ground coarander a--raiseV on thu aircreft
fuel status and the remaining time available for him to operate on the
ground. The Ground Commander should plan and conduct his operation to make
maximum utilization of a short ground operational period. It is feasible to
strike more than one objective without aircraft re-fueling.

NOTE: If fuel runs short, helicopters may be dispatched in elements
for refueling in order to maintain constant support to the element
opemibg. on the ground. However, this procedure should be
avoided whenever possible, since it somewhat restricts the air-
maneuverability and aerial fire protection of the ground element.

. Special instructions to the Mission Leader: Due to the corp-
lexity of the Eagle Flight; operations must be planned in detail nd de+Ak cd
mission order and briefing conducted. The mission order must be clearly under-
stood by all aviators and crew-members. Whenever possible the ground advisor
should be present at the briefing to facilitate coordination. Special emphasis

*i should be placed on the following:

(1) Mp reconnaissance of the operational zone.
(2) That each aircraft crew knows its mission and nosition in

the strike force.
(3) Flight and landing formations are clearly understood.
(4) Crew chiefs, gunners and observers re briefed on the

apprehension of prisoners.,
(5) Prisoner collecting points atre pre-designated. Whenever

possible, pick up points in the objective area are redesignated.
(6) Aircraft nd ground radios are operitional and calibrated.
(7) Smoke -,nd emergemcy signals are understood.
(8) Crews are cautioned on delivering fire in the close proximity

of other aircraft and personnel in and around the objective area.
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Hqs, 145th Avn Bn
Bien Hoa, RVN
15 April 1966

Appendix 2 (Repetitious Assaults) to Annex L (Preplanned Missions) to
145th Aviation Battalion SOP for Airmobile Operations.

1, PURPOSE:

To exploit the mobility of the helicopter to lift assault forces
in frequent and repetitious airmobile assaults to quickly search out and
destroy the Viet Cong over a large area. Surprit.e, shock action, and
security are achieved by the delivery of a high volume of artillery,

tactical air and armed helicopter fire support in the assault landing zone
in the shortest possible period of time prior to landing of the troop
carriers. All possible consideration should be given methods to vary the
fire support to avoid a stereotyped operation.

2. SCOPE:

This appendix will explain the organization and tactical employment
of the airmobile phase of a repetitious assault operation.

3. GEN JVL:

The repetitious assault disposes a number of self-contained
fighting elements over a large area of operations in a short period
of time, with a minimum debilitation of infantry elements. The prerequisites
for the use of repetitious assaults are an abundance of helicopter landing
zones, open terrain with good fields of fire and observation, within range
of supporting artillery and or naval gunfire, tactical or strategic air
support, adequate troop carrier and armed helicopters and loosely organized
enemy situation.

4. ORGANIZATION:

A repetitious assault should ideally be organized as follows:

a. Comand and Control Element: Composed of the Air Mission
Commander, Air Mobile Force Commander, Air Mission Operations Officer,
Artillery Liaison Officer, Air Liaison Officer, (a Naval Gunfire Liaison
Officer will be included if necessary). This command element directs the
selection of the landing zones, the introduction and extraction of ground
elements, employment of fire support and the employment of the reaction
force to reinforce an employed element. An alternate commond and control
helicopter should be provided and fully staffed by deputies who are
knowledgable of the situation and capable of making cdmmand decisions.
This aircraft will be utilized to relieve the primary command and control
helicopter on station when refueling is necessary or to replace it should
it become disabled, thereby insuring a continuous command and control of
all elements.

b. Troop Carrier Element: Must be of sufficient strength to lift
the combat elements of a rifle company. Greater shock action and shorter
turn around times may be achieved by using a greater number of troop
carriers in simultaneous assaults on matiple landing zones.

. .. ... ..... ...1 7



c. Escort Element: Should be composed of nt least two light fire
teams per company sized element. These aircraft should be utilized for
troop carrier escort, landing zone reconnaissance, marking and preparation
and if needed provide overhead cover for ground operations.

d. Combat .roo, Elements: Are formed into assault task forces up
to company size by the ground battalion responsible for the execution of
the repetitious assaults.

5. Conduct of the Operation:

a. Prior to each operation joint coordination in the following areas
must be effected:

(1) Flexible sequence of events
(2) All possible landing zones, with code nambs
(3) Radio frequencies, call signs; calibration of ground to

air radios.
(4) Pyrotechnics and emergency signals.
(5) Logistics (aircraft fuel range and refueling rearming points)
(6) Reconnaissance
(7) Weather delays
(8) Fire support
9) Reserves

b. To initiate a repetitious assault operation the airmobile
force commander announces "Skyhook + LZ code name" at a predetermined ground
reference point. This reference point is selected to be a prescribed flight
time away from the landing zone. The artillery liaison officer and air liaison
officer in the Command and Control helicopter then initiate immediate artillery
and air preparation of the landing zone. This consists of a high volume
of fire of three to five minutes duration. Colored smoke rounds are fired to
signify last rounds. During this preparation the troop carriers and their
escorts fly inbound to tue landing zone so as to be on final as the preparation
ends. At this point armed helicopters precede and fly to the flanks during
the landing suppressing any enemy fires that may interfere with the assault.
On landing the ground assault forces deploy rapidly from the landing zone
to search out and destroy enemy forces in the area. Preplanned fires
should be varied, for example, instead of artillery it may be appropriate
to use just air support, armed helicopters or any combination thereof.

c. After the 'trst operation the helicopters return to the battalion
base to pick up the next task force. When airborne, the same sequence is
kepeated, this assault takes place in a different predesignated area which
my contain enemy forces, The distance that this force lands from the first
=y preclude mutual support between forces. While the second assault element
is airborne, the status of enemycontact of the first force is determined. If
contact is heavy the second assault force may be used as a reaction force
to reinforce or to block for the first force.

.// ..
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d. Thero:ain- infantry cjpnis then picked up and may
be used to assault a new location by the safie procedure as described
for the first two. At the compleion of the last assault, the battalion
is situated in three separate locations. After a predesignated time, or
on call, when contact with the enemy is unattainable, or has ceased, the
helicopters return to pick up one of the employed forces to begin the
sequence anew.

e. When as many as two cohipanies of the first committed battalion
are employed, a task element from another battalion must be designated
as the reaction force, effective on commitment of the third company.
Iwo battalions may be employed in this manner in sequence.

6. TPi.AIMnG: Repetitious assault operations are battle drill type
operations that can be refined and executed with precision through training
and experience. All elements should undergo a training period as a unit,
during, which tIzie they will learn to function as a single well-drilled
combat team,. Ihis training should stress visual ground to air signals,S cot nications, simulated emergencies, and extraction operations. An
orientation covering the selection and marking X landing zones to facili-
tate troop extraction should be scheduled for ground unit officers and key
NCO personnel.

OFF I C IAL:

SAUS* S-3



Hqs, 145th nvn Bfn
Bien Hoa, RVN
15 April 1966

Appendix 3 (BUi4XC'GL SOP) to Annex L,(Preplanned Ilissions) to 145th
AviatLon Battalion SOP for Airmobile Operations

To establish guidance to be utilized by air mobile cormianders
in initiation and execution of "BLiDCAGE" operations. Definition:
"BIDCAME" is the name given to an operation designed to prolect
aircraft downed in hostile territory.

2. 3COFL

This appendix discribes the organization and utilization of
"BIRDC.-,GL" task elements to protect downed aircraft.

The " BLt,.DCAGE" operation is based on "OPL'-K IL.C:,GZ' , Headquarters
173rd Akirborne Brigade (sep) and its use will be coordinated ith the
C -3, 173rd Airborne Brigade. This operation is based on the renise
that an aircraft isdibn in hostile territory in or near the 173rd
Airborne Brigade, TAOR. Any aircraft commander or Ground conn.2nder
may initiate "BIRDCAGE" by utilizing the code word "BI CAGL" .lus the
location of the aircraft. This information should be given either to
145th Aviation Battalion Operations Center or 145th Aviation Battalion
commnd and control aircraft.

4. IU1SSIOL.

.. .. . 145th Aviation Batialion provides troop carriers and armed
helicopter escort for the aimobile force. 173rd Airborne Brigade supplies
airmobile force to consist of one reinforced rifle platoon (ThSK FOR CE
BIRMcAGE), for the purpose of protecting a downed aircraft in a hostile
area until it is repaired or evacuated. This rifle platoon will have a
commissioned leader and be reinforced by one 81 mm mortar squad

Oplan "- 3DC.GL" is currently under study by II Field Forces
Vietnam for use as a standard downed aircraft protective measure
throughout their -rea of operations.

S-3



Appendix 4 (Aircraft F ormations) to Annex L (7teplanned .i ssiion) to
JZSth'A 'n Bn 30P for Airmobile Operations

AIRCRAFT F &I S
1. Enroute and holding forxation will be two ship echelons at trail, with
escort aircraft providing flank security:

M KI Mi9 1-6 Troop Carriers
7 POW Carrier
8 Med Evac A/C
9-12 Armed Escorts
NOTE: Escort leader positions himself

where he can lend support and
IT control as necessary.

Direction
of flight

2. Aircraft landing formations:

( a. ,L-right.", This formation and the "L-left" utilz one w of the
"L" as a base and the other as a maneuvering (clearing) element. Fire
and base elements are varied to meet the situation.

I- b. "L-left"

MJ1

Direction of

5-8 elements kept in airborne reserve until
1needed. Altitude 2,500'.

c. "Trail-right" or, 'trail-left". W~hether formation is right or left
depends upon the relation of the objective to the landing area, If the
objective is to the right, than a "trail-right" is used and the troops exit
the aircraft and form assault line to the right; if the objective is to
thb 1ft, thbn the reverse is true..

/1/
Direction of landing -- ///

T - Trail - Left

Trail -Right

C'FICIALs
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In either the "trail-right" or "trail-left" formations, four (4) or six

(6) squads may be initially cormitted. It is highly recommended that two

(2) squads be retained as a heliborne reserve, to be coiijidtted later as

needed.

d. The "Box" formation is used to place concentration of troops in

a confined landing area, sutfi as a river-junction, etc. In this formation,

a two-ship reserve is utilized.

iT

0 R 'R_1y"

VILIAG-D~T

OBJLCTIVE ti C

ix
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Appendix 5 (Signal Instructions) to Annex L (.Preplanned NU404) to
145th Avn Bn SOP for Airmobi'e Operations.

1. Smoke Signals:

RED SOK.. ........ ..Medical Evacuation Desired
YELLOW STOKLE.........Comuit Reserve - land as rear smoke as possible
GRXI S.0'.o ......... Pick-up troops (1st Squad at Smoke)
WHIT S%-0KE..........Target for armed helicopter support element

(LXu y FOSITION)
VIOLET SKOKE.o. .... ..Friendly Troops

2. Co-pilot visual (drawn) and hand s.Lgnals are utilized prior to landing
to insure that all troop elements are fully aware of the forthcoming ground
maneuver.

a. An acetate covered board is used initially to indicate the type
formation to be used and the side of the aircraft from which the troops are
to exit.

2nd ship in "L' right 4th ship in "LL" left 3rd ship in.lne right

b. Just prior to landing, a thumb signal is given by the co-pilot to
indicate which side of the aircraft the troops are to exit from.

(1) Right hand (thumb-up.. .. exit ri',ht door & assault right
(2) Left hand (t #9.......exit left cloor & assault left
(3) Both hands (thumb-up)........ exit both doors & assault both

directions

3. Fire requests from ground to air and requests for cease fire.

a. Emergency cease fire..........Fed flare (vary pistol)
b. Panel Marking

O r indicates direction of fire reference point

Q white smoke

C' hA FIRE

OFFIC IAL:
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4. Troop identification uzini, colored rarkers, a. (for Ea le Flight

Operations Only)

a. Each squad can be readily identified from the air by the use of
colored scarves, one -er individual. bach squad should be assiGned a
different color and each menber of that squad required to wear a necker-
chief of his squad's color. This insures that the aircraft crews can
readily identify the squads that their aircraft is transportic:. This is
important in that tactical intergrity must be maintained on troop pick-up
to insure proper deployment on the next objective.

b. It is recomended that dayglo marker panels be carried by the
flank men of each squad (2 men per squad). These panels should be
of standard size, dayglo orange on one side and dayglo red on the other.
One end of the panel should be secured to the individual's shoulders, with
the orange side out and secured at the waist (back) with the excess rolled
under and secured. In this position the anel readily indicates to aerial
elements the flank limits of each squad, reducing the possibility of
mis-directed firing into friendly elements. To request fire, or to call
cease fire, the rolled up portion of the panel is released and allowed
to hang full length. The individual assumes a prone pos.ition exposing
the panel to full aerial observation; two individuals used toGether make
up the nanel signals. 'aben the bottom of the panel is pulled to the
individual's shoulders exposin; one-half (Q) of the red side,and
green smoke has been utilized, it indicates the squad pick up point, enablin-
the helicopters to uore readily identify the individual squad positions.

O'FICL:*L:
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15 -'ril 1966

Annex M1 (Suppressive and Offensive Fire) to 145tA Aviation Battalion SOP
for Airmobile Operations

1. PIRPOSE: To exploit the offensive fire capability of the troop carrier
helico-iter and organic armed escort, within the rules of engagement, and
the requirement for combat and combat support. It is further designed to
give individual gunners and armed helicopter personnel confidence in their
weapons, improve their accuracy and enable unit commanders to exercise
and control their fire capability.

2. DEFINITIONS:

a. Supiressive Fire: Those organic fires utilized to protect troop
carriers from hostile fire during the critical final approach and initial
climb out phases of an airmobile assault.

*b. Offensive Fire: Those organic fires utilized to support the ground
tactical plan by placing a concentrated volume of fire on a target jointly
approved by the airmobile force and air mission commanders.

3. GENF1AL: Suppressive firing techniques will be used as required to
suppress the flight route during fin-l descent nd approach on combat
assaults into hostile landing zones. During extractions, the last flight
out of the landing zone will utili. "is procedure to place maximum
suppressive fire on the enemy along the departure and climb out routes.
Offensive firing will be conducted during diversionary airmobile operations
to give added realism to deceptive plans. In addition, this technique will
be used in conjunction with the ground tactical plan on known or suspected
enemy positions to channel the enemy into areas occupied by friendly
forces or to block the enemy retreat from the operational area immediately
nfter an airmobile assault.

4. PROCEDURE: The exercise of this technique will be in specified
strike zones established by the ground commAnder concerned or executed
within the rules of engagement. Unit comnnders or aircraft commanders will
give the order to commence firing and to cease fire. Altitude limits of
offensive fire will be from 2000 feet absolute altitude down to 1000 feet
absolute altitude, enewW situation Permittlng; however, suppressive fires may
be utilized Pt any altitude.

5. DESIRE) RESULTSt To render maximum aerial firepower in suprort of
the ground tactical plan by placing a concentrated volume of fire on
known or suspected enemy targets in order t- destroy anen forces, supplies,
and installations. This technique also -. !lowe the exercise of rigid
.",'4-z' . and control of fires by unit comanders and aircrews. Pronerly
tupioted"ft will destroy the aeie, disorganize and dec-iVo iz.u, eal his
escape routes vnd assist the maneuvering ground forces.

/ JOOST
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ANNEK N (Chemical Delivery) to 145th Aviation 3attalion SOP for Airmobile
Operations.

1. PUPPOSE: To e~tablish guide lines and procedures to be used in the
aerial delivery of chemical grenades, specifically smoke and tear gas (CS).

2. GEWAL:

a. The delivery rf chemical grenades as a harassing agent is used'to
assist air and ground movement into areas previously occupied by the Viet Cong
where prepared positions are prevelent. The aerial delivery of chemical agents
prior to airmobile assaults provides additional flexibility to the Air Mission
and Airmobile Force commander. Variations tq the standard delivery method as
outlined in this SOP may be employed by the Air Mission Commander as necessary
to adjust to the tactical situation.

b. Helicopter Delivery System

(1) Troop Landing Smoke Screen System: serial number DA-O-O21-
AM-11594Z.

(2) Jury Rig System: utilizing two ?.ir Force rocket pods ( 19
tuabes).

c. Aigging:

(1) The Troop Landing Smoke Screen System (ref 2 (b) 1) is adap-
table to the.M-3 aircraft armament system. The M-3 modules are reversed so
the chemical grenades are dispensed aft rather than forward. The adapter plate
(firing mechanism) assembly is attached to the modules and electrically connect-
ed to an ifttervalometer or control box located inside the aircraft. The
intervalometer receives its power source from ar one of the electrical outlets
in the cargo compartment and is mounted so that either the co-pilot or a crew
member can fire the grenades on order from the aircraft commander. The weight
of the system loaded approximates that of a loaded M-3 armament system. There
are six grenades per rncket tube and a total of two hundred and eighty eight
in the system. Different airspeeds can be used for drop separation, however,
dispensing intervals must also be adjusted on the intervalmeter located inside
the aircraft. To obtain the best coverage and incapacitating time, a drop seps-

ration of 8-10 feet should be used. The following air speeds and time sequence
will result in optimm spacing.

50 Knots - 0.5 sec
90 Knots - 0.3 sec

100 Knots - 0.2 seC

The recommended airspeed is 90 knots and 0.3 second time adjustment. Utilizing
this drop separation one M-3 system will be expended each 2,304 feet or 750
meters, and time lapse will be 16 secoods. Fuse delay is 2 seconds from drop,
therefore flight altitude will be low level or not higher than 50 feet. In-
capacitation time will last from 15 seconds to 15 minutes depending on meteoro-
logical conditions and density of coverage. The effective radius of the gre-

nade at zero wind speed is 15 meters. For optimum cqverage (35 meters) a light,



steady wind of 3-5 knots is best; winds higher than 7 knots tend to dissipate
the chemical agent rapidly and incapacitation time is reduced.

(2) The jury rig system (ref (b) 2)is conposed of two rocket.
pods (19 tubes) lashed to the cargo deck of a TJF,-lj) helicopter. The rocket tube
is loaded with eight grenades and manually dispensed. Rocket pods will be stag-
gered, one lasned forward and one aft, to allow the crew members freedom of

movement, with the manual plunger. Tube loading for this system is eight grenades
per rocket tube with a total capacity of 304 grenades, The system is employed
in the same manner and with the same results as the Troop Landing Smoke Screen
System; however, more crew training is required to obtain optimum results, and
more time is required to load this syistem as no loading tray or tube is available.
In addition, the grenade safety lever must be bent outward at the fuze end to
insure the plunger does not fall and activate the grenade while in the rocket
tube, or the grenade fall out prior to arrival in the objective area.

(3) In using both systems, the safety pins will be pulled during
loading. Safety pins should be retained in order to resafety the grenades if all

aie not utilized.

d. Employment:

(1) In utilizing either system, the method of employment will be
the same. Because of the fuze timing, the delivery must be made at low level
altitudes; therefore, a fire team escort is required to suppress or neutralize
areas of hostile fire during the low level delivery. In addition, an M-3 or T-5
system will precede the chemical dispensing helicopter firing white phosperous
rockets to mark the objective and the exact drop route. The smoke produced will
aid in confining the chemical agent in close proximity of the ground in the object-
ive ara, and insure its maximum concentration. If multiple pas es must be made,
the normal hostile fire evasive tactics for helicopters will be executed.

(2) Protective Mask Utilization:

(a) Loading: During the process of loading and arming the
system, all members of the loading team will wear the M-24 protective mask in
case of any unexpected discharge of the chemical agent being prepared for delivery.
Should such an emergenqy arise, the standard "GAS" alarm will be sounded so as
to warn others who are in close proximity to the loading team.

(b) Masking for Delivery: Prior to departing the staging
area enroute to the delivery area, two members of the flight crew will mask in
case of an e;,ergency erxoute. (is a round from a hostile weapon may enter the
rocket pod and ignite one or more of the loaded grenades ). Prior to initiating
the low level pass all members of the flight crew will wear the M-24 protective
mask.

(c) Unmasking: At the termination of the aerial delivery,
and after the helicopter has gained sufficient altitude and is up wind from the
drop zone the following unmasking procedures will be adhered to. The gunner will
unmask first; if any of the chemical agent is detected he will immediately mask
and wait for a b1rief period of time. If none of the agent is detectable the
remainder of tho flight crew will unmask one at a time in the following sequence,
crew cheif, aircraft commander, "nd pilot.

IF | |I



(3) This SOP is designed to be used as a guide ardI a
reference from which future erI~y.ztof this weapons system can be
epanded. However, the rigg~ing of each system as outlined in paragraphU
results in the optimm concentration and1 time spacing of this delivery system.

JOOST
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Hqs, 145th Avn Bn
Bien Hca, Rvi:
15 i.pril 1966

i-nnex 0 (Pathfinder Detoch.,ent) to 145th 'vintion Batt lion SOP for Stnnd~wd
Oporation Pr .ceduro.

1. G'1EIJL: The ission of the Battalion P!.thfiridcr Detc chuent is to
provido w-vi7Ati;naJl assistmnce t. arrr aircrmft nd to organize and
expedite the loadii of tr..ops, equipuent, nd cargo of the supported
unit.

2. PL"',.'1-G.

a. 1t least one Pathfinder Officer will accon any the Battalion Liaison
Officer on his initial visit t o the supported unit.

b. PRthfinders will coordinate with the Eround unit coL.mnder or
his disign.ted representative the following:

C (1) Loading area

(2) Leaning formation and location of lead elaf't

(3) 1Tie for the troops t.. be at the loadin area

(4) Nuuber of troops per lift

(5) Nuubcr of troops ;er aircraft

, c. Pathfinders will prepare and ccnduct a britfinr, with diagrans
of the pick-up zone, showing as a i :

/ (1) Navigational a,.ds

(2) Landinr direction
Ck, (3) L.ding for,-tion

(4) Obstacles

3.' iMLCUTI:

a. Staging Area: In wxecuting airobile operations the 145th Aviation
tattalion will stage frou an 1inovd lnding: stri? .or hLlipad nor:mly
the SI'LIJZI .T.

(1) During dey-li-ht operations ,.thfindors will be on lcation
to indicate by am and hmd signals, radLi, or suoke touch down points
Vf flight eleints and individual aircraft.

(2) DurIr, night operatione pathfindors will ark the four
corners bf thu area with bluo 5 blue ba'-" lUihts. The touchdown point of
the lead aircraft of he first flight elmmn vill bu indicated with a_
"T" utilising five amber lights. The "TO will bu relocted to inalicate 7"
touch down p-int of th. lcad -irr,ft of subsecuent eleuents.

FOR OFFIC I..L USE ONLY
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b. Pick-Up Zones:

(1) Fathfinders will arrive at the pick .up zone 30-45 minutes
prior to arrival tine of the first flight element.

(2) Pathfinders will direct aircraft Ly radio, erjoke, lights or
navigational beacons. Hand and arm signals with lighted batons will be
utilized for sling loads if applicable.

c. landing Zone: If requested, the pathfinder team will accompany
the lead flight ele.,ent into the landing zone and accomplish the following:

(1) Hark the touchdown point of subsequent lead aircraft by

the use of a panel or smoke.

(2) Give landing directions by radio to inbound aircraft.

(3) Remove obstacles or mark them with red ponels or lights as
time permits.

(4) During night operations mark the limits of the LZ with blue
lights.

(5) Assist in directing fire of gunships in the event the LZ
is under hostile fire.

d. Extractions: Pathfinders will be utilized in extractions to:

(1) Aid the supported unit in the rapid loading of troops,
equim ent and cargo.

(2) Perform all the duties listed in para 3c above.

4. ADhfJISTWiTI0N: Stagefield diagrams will show areas for parking of
all aircraft flights, gunships, refueling facilities, rearming facilities,
avicnics and maintenance assistance, C&C airdraft, VIP areas, and aid
station.

5. 31GIAL:

* Upon arrival at the operational area the air to ground radio
will be the first item of equipment to become operational. Air to ground
con-smication will be maintained iIth flight elements at all times.
The air to ground radio will be the last item taken out of operation.

b. Visual comnication will be utilized as directed in preceding
paragraphs.

JOOST
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Hqs, 145th Aviation Battalion
Bien Hoa, RVN
15 April 1966

Annex P (Landing Zone Preparation) to 145th Aviation Battalion SOP for
Airmobile Operations

1. Purpose: To define the numerous variations of landing zone preparation
available to both the -irmobile Force and Air Mission Commanders which will
enable them to prepare a landing zone prior to a heliborne assault without
becoming stereotyped in their method of preparation.

2. Scope: This annex will explain in detail the various methods oflanding zone preparation available to the Airmobile Force and Air Mission

Commander.

3. General: Landing zone preparation techniques are based on the premise
that the harder you can hit the enemy prior to l&nding a heliborne assault
force, the more disorganized and bewildered he will be; enabling the
air landed force to gain an easy -foothold once in the landing z ne. Basic

* docttine for such tacties is very sound, however continuous repetition of
[; the, same technique creates stereotyped operations, thl elm.nating the

flexibility, fire power and element of surprise which is required to overcome
the defender. The inability of individuals to rapidly react to the unknown
and unexpected creates unrest, chaow, and disorganization which in itself
opens the door leading to immediate and continuous success. In order to create
an atmosphere of unrest and fear of the unknown, new and different
techniques of landing zone preparation must be developed which do not in
any manner follow the same pattern or sequence of events.

4. Methods of Landing tone Preparation:

a. Several methods of lending zone preparation have been developed and

used in the past. These methods have included the use of several different
agencies in order that maximum devistation might be brought in and around
the landing zone(s) in a minimum amount of time.

t b. Agencies and methods to be discussed in this annex include:

(1) Tactical Air Power
(2) Artillery Preparation
(3) Naval Gun Fire

.(IA) Strategic Iir Power
(5) Armed Hulicopters
(6) Offensive Fire
(7) Troop Landing Smoke Screen System
(8) MJD (Mortor Aerial Delivery)
(9) Preparation of Dummy Landing Zones
(10) Feint

c. All methods included in this annex have the capability of disorganizing
a strong Viet Cong force in such a manner that he is unable to react
immediately to a rapidly changing tactical situation and thus becomes
decreasingly effective against an airmobile combat landed assault. The "element
of surprise" which is created througi the use of different methods of
landing zone preparation can# if effectively employed, become a major asset
to the ground commander.

immm w .q m--- ..........
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The flexibility afforded the attacker is equal in combat ratio to having a
unit in reserve ready to react on a .. oen:s notice.

(1) Tactical Air Power: This agency is undoubtly the strong-
est of our "Strong Right Arms". Its-capability should never be under-
estimated, and the versatility of available ordnonce allows for flexibility
in'any plan of operation. The type of ordnance and method of drop will depend
on several factors; ie disposition of troops, type of landing zone, location of
landing zone, time of ccmbat assault, desired effect. The tactical air power
must always be immediately responsive to the air mission commander in order
to adjust to the rapidly changing situation of any combat environment.

(2) Artillery Preparation: Artillery preparation of a
landing zone is undoubtly the oldest and most used by the ground commander.
fowever, due to its stereotype employment prior to any large scale operations,
it has lost it's capability of maximum devistation. Variations of artillery
barrages and concentration must be utilized at different times :nd places
in order to throw the Viet Cong off balance so that he never knows "Exactly"
when or where the combat assault is going to occur. Then and only then can

k this support agency do an adequate job of preparing 1 landing zone prior
to an airmobile combat landed assault.

(3) Naval Gun Fire: Due to its location and restriction
of movement, naval gun fire is often disreg.rded as an available source for
landing zone preparation. However, on numerous occasions this service can
be used very effectively to prepare several likely l.nding zones, thus
c!using the Viet Cong to become confused as to which landing zne would actually
be chosen. i. postive means of radio contact with the vessels involved Would
create an atmosphere of direct response which in turn can be utilized to
tho advantage of the Air Mission Commander.

(4) Strategic Air Power: A classified means of delivering
mzximum devistation against a Viet Cong force fortified in or near a proposed
landing zone. Ceordination for the use of this agency is completed at
the "J" staff and IMCV level of command.

(5) Armed Helicopters: The armed helicorters within eadh
airmobile company, and those assigned to the anaed helicopter compary within
the battalion give to the coranander his greatest capability for imLLdiate
responsive close tactical air 4UP144.t The tactics and techniques of
employment are such that without fall a single command from the coriand and
control helicopter can bring about devastating destruction of Viet Cong
forces present within the landing zone. The techniques of suppressive fire
developed by the armed helicopters allows preparation of the landing zone
in a minimum amount of time with the capability to adjust quickly and
accurately.

(6) Offensive fire: A technique developed by the battalion
utilizing all of its avail.ble armament resources to create a "wall of steel"
covering known or suspected Viet Cong locations and at the same time sealing
off and denying hirA the use of likely escape routes. Once the combat assault
force has been airlinded into the landing zone the battalion may very well
execute a simulated landing into a dumr.,y LZ utilizing the technique of
offensive fire. This method has proven very effective in the past and is
an e~cellent means by which the ground commander can receive immediate
close air support.



UI
(7) Troop Landing Smoke Screen System: The use of chemical

agents, (ie smoke, CS, CN) to prepare a landing zone is one of the most
effective means agsinst an* neiy who is well entrenched around a proposed
landing zone. The value of this system has been proven and its exact usage
and criteria for delivery is contained in Annex N to the 145th Avn Bn
SOP for Alrebile 'Operdfioim.

(8) "ID"r iMortar Aerial Delivery): The ability of n aerial

platform to deliver projectiles in-to a landing zone which will have the same
devastating effect as a mortar barrage has been a topic of study and discussion
for a long time. Such a system, as unsophisticated as it rmay be, has been
developed and proven with outstanding accuracy. The "M1D'1 system gives the
ground commander the capability of aerial delivery of 81mm mortar rounds
in any location he desires to prepare for the introduction of combat assault
troops and provide close support there after. This system can be Used'in

(. conjunction with any one of the above mentioned agencies for the preparation
of landing zones. (Appendix 1.)

(9) Preparation of Du landing Zones: In order to deceive
the enemy as to the exact location the combat assault landed force will be
introduced, several landing zone locations may be prepared by Tac Air, Artillery
or a combination of any one of the above agencies. This preparation must be

/lanned and executed in the sane manner as the actual landing zone to be
/sed.

/ (10) Feint: During the conduct 3f an airmobile operation,
w hether combat assault or extraction, the use of dummy landing zones is very
effective. Enroute to a landing zone the flight elements may descent to low
level, a few feet above the ground, 4nd give the impression that a landing
is being conducted. By executing one or more ofthese maneuvers enroute to
the objective area it is very difficult to ascertain the exact point of
touohdown for off loading. However, it is imperative that prior to such a

( I maneuver a thorough reconnaissance be conucted in the areas to be used as
feints. AUl descents and climbs must simulate those of the actual area to
be used for the combat assault.

Appendix
1. Mortar Aerial Delivery System JOOST

Lt Col
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HQs 145th Avn Bn
Bien Hoa, RVN
15 April 1966

Appendix 1 (Mortar Aerial Delivery) to Annex P (Landing Zone Treparation)
to 145th AVn Bn SOP for Airmobile Operations

1. Purpose: The purpose of this SOP is to establish procedures and furnish
guide lines for the tactical employment and aerial delivery of 81 mm mortars.

2. General: The ,MAD,, (Mortar Aerial Delivery) weapons system has the
capability of augmenting existing methods of landing zone prepexation, conduct
of offensive fires, and is an excellent weapons system to be employed against
prepared positions and concentrations of enemy personnel. It is a highly ver-
satile weapon, which, when effectively employed, can deliver rapid, devastating,
accurate ordnarnce on likely areas of retreat, avenues of approach, or supple-
ment harrassing and interdiction fires in conjunction with ground operations.

The "MADe system in no way duplicates or parallels the prestrike, or land-
ing zone preparation and close air support mission of the USAF Tactical Air.
This system is designed to provide the ground commander with a rapid limited
ordnance delivery capability in support of combat personnel engaged with the
enemy.

3. Ordnance:

a. 81ram Mortar: The standard 81m mortar round, high explosive, is
normally delivered *ith this system. The sel ection of different type explosive
ordnance will be dietated by the mission and the requirement of the supported
ground commander. To prepare the round for aerial delivery, the propellant
increments, base fuze and point detonating fuze must be removed.

b. Fuze Nose Bomb, M-158: The M-158 fuze is utilized to provide safety
features in flight and to arm the warhead after its release from the aircraft.

c. Nssembly and Storage: The M-158 fuze replaces the point detonating
fuze and will provide arming and detonation of the mortar round. The fuze
should be hand tightened to the mortar round Prior to delivor:'. 1A.five foot
strip of engineor tape is secured to the tail fins and wrapped so that it
unfurls freely when the :ronmn is released from the aircraft. The engineer
tqpe is required to provide stabilization during free fall and to insure the
round strikes the ground nose first. Misfires will result if the tape is not
used. After the assembly of component parts, the rounds will be stored,tail
fin down, in a wooden box. A basic load of mortar rounds, fuzed, boxed and
prepared for flight should be readily available for aerial delivery in the
event a tqctical situation arises requiring the use of this ordnance. Add-
itional.rdndy. should be available with the base fuze, propellant increments
and the point detonating fuze removed. Care must be exercised to keep from
bending or breaking the arming propeller during handling and storage.



d. Mortar Round Racks and Preparation for Delivery: A locally
fabricated delivery chute is used to hola and release the rounds. The
chute is wooden; dimension 50" by 19" with a sheet metal or tin cover on
the bottom to allow the mortar rounds to slide freely. The rounds are
loaded laterally, approximately 20 to a chute. Two chutes are utilizied,,
one on either side of a UH-lD helicopter:. Additional boxes of prepared
mortar rounds may be carried inside the aircraft for reloading in the air.
Pfior to drop, a release door is opened and the rounds are held by hand
to keep them from sliding out. At the command from the aircraft commander,
the end of the chute is raised and the number of rounds required are allowed
to slide out. Prior to delivery or enroute to the objective area, the
safety wire on the nose fuze will be removed and the propeller hand turned
one or two revolutions to insure freedom of movement. Approximately 150
revolutions of the propeller arms the fuze.

e. Aerial Delivery: The flight path of the aircraft will be
determined by the geographical orientation of the target area or by the
disposition and location of friendly units in the proximity of the strike
zone. Flight paths will vary depending upon the tactical situation. Flight
altitudes and speeds may be varied; however, more practice is required to
obtain accuracy when other than the following recommended flight altitude
and speed is used. At a flight altitude of 2500' feet absolute and an
airspeed of 60 knots, the rounds are released when the aircraft's foot
pedal attaching bolt is aligned with the target, The aircraft commander
gives the command to release the rounds. Sensing the mortar rounds as
they detonate, adjustments for target sight picture and wind conditions can
be made and greater accuracy will result. To activate the fuze once it
has become armed, five pounds of pressure is required. Excellent
results have been obtained when this weapons system is employed
against targets located in dense jungle areas where secondary forest
canopies are prevelent. A variety of targets may be engaged with accuracy
and the tactical employment of this weapons system is unlimited.

4. Safety:

a. Storage: A storage area or ammunition bunker will be
prepared and sandbagged on the sides and top. Two compartments, separated

by a sandbag wall will separate the basic load of mortar rounds and
extra fuzes from the prepared ordnance. Signs indicating explosive
imterial and no smoking within 50 feet will be displayed on all four
sides of the ammunition bunker. A raised wooden floor with adequate
spacing between floor boards is required for draimge and proper
ventilation.

b. Handling: The basic load of ordnance must be stored in
wooden boxes to allow for ease of handling and loading. The arming
propeller must be turned over 150 revolutions to arm the round; however,
care must be exercised to insure t hat the ordnance is not dropped or
thrown. Miss fires will result if the fuze is bent or damaged.

c. Unexpended Ordnance: Upon landing, fuses of unexpended
rounds will be safetied and tagged to indicate prior preparation. Proper
planning must be exercised to preliare the exact number of ruunds commensurate
with the mission.

_ _ _j *



di Defective Ordnance: Suspected defective mortar rounds or fuses
Winl be tufted in to ordnance disposal personnel for destruction.

1 Incl:

2 Illustrations, side view and top view of delivery chute
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IIInclosure 1 to Appendix 1 to Annex I to SOP ,l43th Aviation Bn
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ANNEX Q (Night Airmobile Operations) to 145th Aviation Battalion SOP
for Airmobile Operations

1. Purpose: To establish procedures to be utilized by the units of
this battalion during the conduct of Night Airmobile Operations.

2. General:

a. In order to adequately support the ground comnander in all phases
of his ground tactical plan, it is necessary that the aviiation battalion be
readily capable of inmediate support during any hour of the day. To insure
that this support is always present, it is necessary to establish criteria
for the conduct of airmobile operations during the hours of darkness as
well as daylight. Many of the procedures for the conduct of night airmobile
operations parallel those practiced between the hours of BN and EENT,
however, a different technique is involved.

b. The items which will require more attention to detail include:

(1) Standard Night Formations

(2) Aircraft Lighting

(3) Landing Zone Identification Technique

(4) Staging Area, Landing Zone and Extraction Site Markings

(5) Flight Path Vector Techniques

(6) Communication Procedures

3. Standard Night Formations: Variations of the standard formations,
as illustrated, may be employed by the air mission commander an necessary
to adjust to the tactical situation. Separation between helicopters will

( be a minimum of 100 feet from the extremity of one helicopter to another.
The basic helicopter formations used by the battalion for night airmobile
operations are as follows:

a. Basic Symbols (Appendix 1)
b. Company Staggered Trail (Appendix 2)
c. CompanyV Column, Flight in V's of Three (Appendix 3)

4. Aircraft iahtlos: In order to utilize the cover of darkness to
mask the battalion move from one location to another, a minimum amount
of lighting is desired on the helicopter. The following action is taken
on each helicopter prior to participating in night airmobile operations.

Insure that:

a. All lower position lights and navigation lights are taped.

b. Upper navigation lights eempletely taped and upper position
lights taped in such a manner that the inside portion of the light can be
seen only from above.



c, The lower half of the tail light is taped.

d. Landing lights and search lights are pre-set in case of
emergencies.

e. Minimm cabin lights are used.

f. Position lights are place in the "Steady-Dim" position.

g. Grimes light (Rotating Beacon) is off at all times, except
when a change in flight formation is desired. At that time, the lead aircraft
of each flight element will illuminate the rotating beacon.

5. Landine Zone Identification Techniques: Two primary means are used
for identifying the landing zone at night. The armed helicopter company,
organic to the battalion, responsible forthe pre-strike- nd ryrkin8.
of all landing zones during a battalion size combat assault. Durzng the
prestrike, instead of using smoke to mark the touch-down point of the lead
aircraft of the first flight element, a candle flare may be dropped atlow altitude to mark the l:)cation of the moet forward element. SecondlA

night LZ illumination can be provided through the use of flares. On all
battalion operations an 01-F aircraft is airborne to act as radio relay,
weather adviscry and flare ship. Should the weather conditions and tactical
situation dic+Ate, the use of flares is most desirable. The battalion command
and control helicopter will dictate their usage. If the landing zone has
been pre-struck in such a manner that several obstacles are within the
landing area, it may be advantages for the helicopter of the first flight
element to use its landing light. This is not recommended, as it provides
a pin point target for the enemy around the LZ.

6. Staging Area. Landing Zone and Extraction Site Marking:

a, Staging Area:

In executing a night airmobile operation the 145th Aviation
Battalion will stage from an improved landing strip or location, normally
the Snakepit. This location will be marked in the following manner.

(1) The four corners of the area will be marked with blue
"bean bag" lights.

(2) The touch down point of the lead aircraft of first flight
element will be indicated with a 'IT" utilizing five amber lights.

(3) The "T" will be relocated to indicate the touchdown point
of the lead aircraft of subsequent lemnets.

b. Landing Zone:

(1) The lead flight element in a night airmobile assault
will locate the landing zone either by reference to the prestrike conducted
by the armed helicopters or request that flares be dropped from the overhoad
fixed wing aircraft acting as a radio relay and vector platform.



(2) The pathfinder team will accompany the lead flight

element into the landing zone and guide subsequent element into the
landing zone by the use of lights, strobe-light, navigational beacons
or radios. The standard "T" will mark the touchdown point of the lead
helicopter.

c. Extractions: For night extractions, the pathfinder team
will preceed the first flight element into the pick-up site by at least
30 minutea. The following tasks will be performed prior to touchdown
time.

(1) The outer limits of the extraction site will be marked
with blue lights. (Appendix 4)

(2) A' "T" utilizing ten yrJllow and white lights will be
placed just forward of the intended touchdown point of the lead helicopter.
(Appendix 4)

(3) All obstructions within the boundries of the extraction

site will either be removed or marked with red obstacle lights. (Appendix 4)

(4) Positive radio communication will be established with
the lead flight element at the release point (RP).

7. Flight Path Vector Techniques: Under conditions of reduced
visibility or inclement weather, it is necessary to provide some type of
vector ueane for the lead flight element to insure that the proper flight
path is followed inbound to the landing zone. This can be accomplished
through the use of one of three methods.

a. Vector Control Aircraft: The same aircraft used for radio
relay and flare drop may also provide vector information to the lead
helicopter.

b. Radar: If the landing zone to be used is within a 25
S ( nautical mile radius of Saigon, through prior arrangements, Saigon

R-dar will~vector the entire flight directly to the landing zone. The
lead helicopter must have a fully functional IFF (Identification
Friend or Foe) Transponder on bo° rd.

c. Decca Navigation-l System: The lead helicopter of each
flight element will contain a fully functional Decca Navigational System.
Proper map ccverage can be placed in tht system prior to the operation,
and a preplotted flight path will lead the battalion directly to the landing
zone. NOTE: "Night Effect" on the system will cause some inaccuracy
dcponding on the atmospheric conditions.



8. CoiUication Procedures: Primary counications between flight
elements and the battalion command and control helicopter will be UHF.
Commmnications among the aircraft of each flight element will be company
VHF and FM frequencies. All communications between the flight elements
and pathfinder will be on FM. Standing Operation Instructions (SOl) and
signal annexs for each operation will dictate primary means of comuunications.

ACKNOWLEDGE: JOOST
Lt Col
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Appendix 1 (Basic Symbols) to Anmex Q (Night Airmobile Operations) to
145th Aviation Battalion SOP -,or Airmobile Operations.

6< Troop Carrier

Flight Leader

'4 .' Armed Helicopter

I 41



Appendix2 (Company Staggered Trail-.Left) to Annex Q (Night Airmobile
Operations) to 145th Aviation Battalion SOP for Airmobile Operations
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Appedix 3 (Company Column, Flight in V's of Three) to Annex Q (Night
Airijobile Operations) to 145tb Aviation Battalion SOP for Airmobile
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Appendix 4 (Extraction Site Lighting) to Annex Q (Night Airmobile Operations)
to 145th Avn Bn SOP for Airmobile Operations
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Blue

f/-.
Red

White j . ,,-White

K' N%. Yellow

07

. White

)e

it'

-,--

Red

Red

S-Bi

HS 3 /.e



Hqs, 145th Avn Bn
Bien Hoa, RVN
15 April 1966

Annex Z (Distribution) to 145th Aviation Battalion Airmobile SOP

2 each unit, 145th Avn Bn
3 II Field Porces V
3 Aviation Brigade
3 12th Aviation Group
3 17th Aviation Group
2 st (US) Infantry Rivision
2 25th (US) Infantry Division
2 173rd (US) Airborne Brigade
5 Deputy Senior Advisor III Corps
1 USARV Aviation Officer
1 USA1PAC Aviation Officer

Acknowledge: JOST
Lt Col
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14TH AwVM= BATTALN

APO San Francico, 96307

AVAW-F 23 Febr y 9

SUBJCs Camanders Combat Note No 1

TO: See Distribution

I sm proud to have been desLgnated to cand the 145th Aviation
Battalion. This organization has distinguished itself on sam occasions.
It enjoys an esteemed reptation and has set the pace for oher similar
wts arriving in Vietnam.

N, : I intend to maintain this high state of professionaliasm hile being
cognizant that we are all first and foremost ground combat qualified aid
then are qualified to provide a-iration combat support.

A Aviation ha3 chaned the course of this onflict from a ground
bound, ambus.-susceptible slugging ritc'i, to a highkv zbile and flxible
posture that ha3 t3en instrumetai in keeping the Vict Cong off-balance.
Anx Aviation is providing the Frec Wcr.d i'crccs 'n offensive capability
which is confronting the Viet Ccng with an un',redictable nemesis. Y T
are writing this chapter in history.

We must be mindful however, that our enemy carefully studies our every
move and attempts to preaict our pattern so that he can strike our weak
spot. We must not be complacent with our past successes. We must constant-
ly strive to iipr:ve our techniques and procedures. We must also be efficient
wit) our resoi-ces of manpower and materiel. A non-.coxbat lose of personnel
and aircraft th-ough an accident is a score for our enemy.

Ttis battalion is an integrated team. Although basically tha slick
helioopt3r crew is the "bread ad butter" of our many taeks, th. are sup-
ported by everyone that rakes up the organization. This inaloes theg un-
ships, which provire protective fires, to the maintenance, avionics, oper-
ations, mail clerks# cooks, arA all others that make the team. The succes
of each operation is the result of a contribution from each team member.
Always bear thits in mindt

Kusping everyone in this battalion informed is one of zq goals. To
this end, I will periodically publish a Cammder's Combat Note wehic is
intended to be disseminated to all members of this orgenisation.

CLEAR LET AND RMRr

DISTriM ION MM K. J=OOT
"A" Plus Lt Colonel, Inf

54kI Cmpazt C:.maoing
Info: 10 . 12th '.vn Oroup



I I ..ITI' - TALD
APO San Franciscob 9(227

AVIAT-F 28 February 19(6

STVJUCT" Commaner's Combat Note #2

TO: See Distributicn

1. Effective imme,1iately I desirt that the w(:rd '"SCRMLDLE" be stricken
fr.,m usa;,e in the 15th Aviati-n Pettali.)n and that it be replace:! b7 RFCT-.

2. The wor-' ani the connctati n of "SCPMBLE" implies that Haste is
of primary importance and that safe practices and procelures are -'Iated
to second place. This should never occur.

3. LnotWr implication of the v. rd "SC 2I7LE" is that it is licence
for a creless an! slipshc operatidn, 2isrejgrd for reglations, an! actions
base& on emotion rather than sounI judgement.

0 . In all our missions we mtst have a sense of urgncy. However, this
sense of urpncy mi:st be temn ere2 1- a Lneli2)ercte 3nd calculate "RACTION"
t:) the imm-e ate situatin an2 never be Pversha-1rwed by unsafe practices or
?rocedures.

rE'i'ST X. JOOSTLt C'.lonel, Inf

DIS"RI'TI N
";"1 Plus
5 to each C-mpany
10 - 12th jiva %rcup

II



. iiDQUY!TERS
lIj5TH aVLIATIT 1ATT4LION
APO San Francisc, 9t 227

AVAWT-F 3 March 19 6

SUBJECT: Cm=aander' s Combat Note #3

T: See Distribution

WEARING (F DECRATIONS AND AWARDS

US Arny Aviation is worl-I renown for its mental alertness and sharp
military appearance. W+hether in the fiel or on parade we take a back
seat to no one; indeed, Army Aviation is "Above All,. Tle have established

k ourselves as the military pioneers of our modern day Army andI in the case
f this particular .7attalion, we have "written the book" on airmobile

warfare in Vietnam.

It is every soldiers duty to uphold this reputation anvI reaffirm it
whenever the opportunity arises. Wear your uniform properly and proudly.
It is made of fine material and represents the finest nation in the world.
1Tear all badges anr decorations properly. You have earned them and they
represent scme of your accomplishments.

Since it would be impractical for each member of the Dattalion to seek
out the apprcpriate re'ulation to insure that he is wearing his badges
and ribbons in the proper orler, this note is published so thzat our soldiers,
when they wear their deccratins here or proceel to their next assi :nment,
will arrive with their decorations worn in the pro-per order.

"FIRLT IN VIETH"

1 1ncl HORST K. J:)ST
Chort of ;,wcr,'s Lt Colonel, Inf

Commun-winC
DISTHIZ-UTI Nf

I"An Plus
5 to each Cnmrpany

It Ft: i- 12th Avn Group

.2 11 (1



X ̂ _

Medal of Honor Distinguished Distinguished
Flying Cr085 Service Medal

*Silver Star Legion of Merit IDistinguished Soldiers Medal Brorue Star
_____________F17ing Cross

Uoint Services
Air MeMedation Am Commend-. Purple Heart Good Conuct

Medal ation Medal Pearl

American Defense American Asiatic Pacific - :3(wo'ean, Afri World War I t
Service Medal Campaign Medal Campaign Medal cas)(i Eastern V ctory" Mad a

. . __________I_____________ Campaign Medal,

Army of Occupa- National Defense Korean Service Armed Forces Vietnamese
tion Medal Service Medal Medal Expeditionary Service Medal
,|_ _ _Medal :

Armel Forces Philippine Foreign United Nations Other Foreign
Reserve Medal !Service Ribbons Decorations Service Medal Service Medal

*Ribbons ma* be worn on bars

of threep four or five

Worn on podet if
CIB and aviatorb .
wings are wwrn.

NOTES:
1. The Distinguished Unit lablem is -orn centered Immediately above

the right breast podcet.
2. The Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citation# with the red portion

uppermost, is worn immediately above the right breast podcket. If the Distin-
guished Urnt Enblem is worn at the same timep the ROKPU[ will be worn closest
to tha center of the wearers body.

3. United States Medals are worn in the order earned.
4. The order of precedence is almays from left to right as you face

the we4rer,
5. Cross of Gallantry if awarded as an irdividual ward will be worn in

the block "Foreign Decorations".
6. All personnel of this battalion are authcwsed to weea the Vietnanese

Cross of lalantry (as a unit award) over the right pocket.

~5o



ADQUA RB
145TH AVIATION BATTALIODN
AFO San Francisco, 96227

IVAW-F 4 March 1966

WU BJSCs Counder's Combat Note No #4

70 See Distribution

lo CA= If DOM l ON Md = &~. Recent captured

dooments vr operations closely
and are training to take the best defensive measures against us. 1loWlng
are excerpts fro several captured documents. The contents are quoted here
to keep you informed of VC anti-heliborne tactics and to remli each of us
that we must continue to be flexible In our planning and seaincion of our
missions.

a. 6nti-Aircraft Orgnzation. In each village, bamlet or crowded
markets the VC setup an air warning post rwi by specialimed peszsoml or
the 'inhakitmts who watch on a rotation basis. When the aircraft arrives,
the post occupants beat a rianular iron, drm or tocsin -k van the VC.

b. reraft -Or tion. If the condition permits, each
village il or e mar t cells of 3-4 men eah Sharp-
shooters are selected from village guerrilla units and will be trained on
techniques of downing aircraft, using organic wapons. In casn of omergency,
those who have weapons oan fire, but are not to fire at radom to keep troop
locations from being discovered.

c. 2ounter-elibo OQreation. In hamlets and vilages or areas
having "M Md &7 nlds sutt to a drops or hslibom landing are
all covered wth sharp spikes of 2-3 meters high, mines and booby traps.
In additiont fortifications are set up around this area. Therefore# when
perstilmp a@K helicopters land, the VC will attack both peratroopers and
the airoraft.

. T. (Refers to 173rd

ao Before the operation, the US conducted air reconnAanoo on
several occasions and during maz fys in advance in o er to observe the
terrain, prepare and determine the operation plan.



T1,.7MJzr jre andm t llW ent e Into action 2 or mre dqs
before the operation started. B-52 bombers were even employed to soften
the area from 30 minutes to 1 hour before the operation started.

a. Helicopter@ were employed to luad troops oi one ,r more La
from where attacks were lamhed in several directions. Some guerrilla
cells grasped the U.S activity schedule (depart from the landing Sone in
the moring, return in the evening to dhsige clothes, dra sleeping bage,
and rations Supplied by helicopters) and approached US bivouacs every night
to attack them with hand grenades, thus Inflicting losses upon them constant-
ly harrassing and frightening them.

d, Thirty to forty mimates after the bombing of an ana, (by BD-5)
enemy helicopters would land about 2 com:aies to one battalion. lacin
preparations to attack enemy heliborne troops or having Inadequate prepara-
tion,9 failine to be determined against the enemy and being afraid of enemy
fighters, Quot Thang unit missed 2 opportuities to wipe out a few ene
companies.

3. icnaT CA PAII-99 ALND -.MR RF I MD. 10 mnz (Drect-' itoal Edno)-

a, The PA. 20 )Ine is a type cf mdne whinh lanches its frnpmts
in a fixed direction and is very effective in wearing down and annihilating
the enemy Infatry w a Wl armored vehicles less thin 3 3N thick. It is
also efficient in destroying end exterminating landing heliceptere, in
noutralizine the rumway and the landing sones as well.

b. Ds-. i . It is 30 CM in heipht. It looks like a bigo ea-
pass. It container is made of tin. Ats emwe surface contain 4W0 to
450 steel fra'ments. Isamling a cylinder# each frapientis 1 in dia-
meter and 12 in height, In its center of pravity, there is a hole in
which en electrical blasting device with a resistance of 4 o1 is plugged
in. In combat usape this mine is mounted on its quadruped. Its concmae
surface ant its axis are aimed through its siFht directly at the. target.
When the mine is exploded its fragments scatter, If the r" is 200/
fraemnt ill be scattered within a circle of 16 to 20 meters, If the
range is 50 meters, the frapents wil be scattered within a oirenference
of 4 to 5 m in diameter. In asch square meter of this surface, there are
5 fragments per average. This mine can be laid in the open field with its
concpv fZooe turning uporn. to prevent enemy choppers and paratroopers.
In this care as well as in the case of setting mines in the friendly defense
perimeter of the battle ground for counter operations, the electrical wire
mst be buwied deep in the earth to prevent being cut by enemy airstrikes
and artillery shells.

YIRST IN VIMWlW

It Colonels lhf
Coaeoldine

DISTRIMJTIQ
NA" itlus
5 to each company
IM t: 10-12t kn Group



145TH AVIATION BA~1!LION

A.P US Foroess 96227

4YVAW4D TfAN8W ION RIO= 4 Marh 1966

BJW1Ts Oomanders Combat Notes No 5

TOs See 2tstribution

l. The following is taken from USCV M Log No 02-I09046t Sojo
Translation Report c . Enemy ocuments, fur your infomation.

..........................- FULL T NSI' NIO --------- ------- ----
It, 1 of oricui text

Grzenade Launching Hole& .11inst Helioopters, nfantry and Vaohle-..

I. Characteristics.

These holes are used againsk,4

a. Helicopters 2Ja ding on fis4lda and oeMrinv
b. Enemy infantry and vehicles during their ~p operations on

ro1i h terrain and c 'earirngs.

IIe Form and bize of thie Grerde .

a* 60om in diameter.
b. 60m in depth.
ce Having the form of a funni,

III* Eauilaont Needed.

a. A squafe board, 50m in thioimasw aad 60cm on each side
b. A 1.400 kg TNT pack.
a. Detonator Nr O, electrio detonator.

IV. Deployent imi e iceotore.

a. Oelection of Portiont

- S.eot open spaces where iielicopters oan land Po that pen os
will not onooianter zws cbstwoles once launched.

- Make eewral holes in an area to oonoentrate the fixe power of
grevza in order to dowA the heliotws.

AS boi. 1A the toxn of a triangle or pavralelvpe.

o 0

0 9

Z.; a so bout RMW bo s

300 ftoNutt Wtoew f.AMW4W#



Subjects Commanders Combat Notes No.

3 R 11 the hole with dirt up to 10= from the board.

4- Lay from 10 to 16 grenade on the board then pull out the

eafety pins.

5. L-.k thc elootwiv wire from the hole to the place of the man

who wi.l blow the minol from 200 to 300 *terso It will not t- brcken
,ihei *he RrVW e1 ar the lbuding field.

W5Q0 OFNILIUi TO F.8TM &"M8 TO THE 30OID

a. M Grenat.

Drive 2 nails at 7mom from each other to keep the grenade if place.

Lay grenades on the board betwaz t nail.s

Pull out the safety pin when the be A has been put over the bole
and grelades placed between the nails.

b. 3 ik Gr-,,Sde 'pRAmer.

Nails mit be driven in the board the seine way as fr~r W.2 grezdas,

The wooden stick must protrude lim from the board.

Plant stake 1.2 meter from the board and fasten the grenade "aticka
to the stake by wire. (When the mine explodes, grenades will be thrown up-
ward and dispersed - They will explode in the air because their primers,
tied to the wire, have been puL~ld out,

Orme everyt1liig is ready, cover the grenades and bor with gr s
ad drt gatheved f wl s.owrndin area. (This oamouflage in aimilar to
that for During D 0amouflage, one should, pay atteantion not, to cover

tt-c holes with too muh 9Ms "d dirt and not to make the grenade tqpring
up from the boaird.

3pesonp - One digs the hole saud the otber two faxtep -Wadq
sticks to the stake,

These men ar Prvie 8*GvxtJ SM v&n bY aw~rrillu or their

OOM MAOO, Jxbawf - -



3# Fill the hole with dirt up to 10om from th board.

4. Lay from 10 to 16 greradee on the board then pull out the

aSafety pbns*

5. Link the eluotrie wire from the hole to the place of the In
whD wihA blow the rnu.a from 200 to 300 meters. It will not be broken
when the RVrNAF oleax the landing field.

NTiOR OF N.,UDlG O FaSTEN GN:,, LESTO THE.16:

a. MK2 Grenade.

M'ive 2 nails at 70m from each other to keep the grenade in plaoec

Lay grenades on the board between the nails.

hlll out the safety pin when the board has been put over the hole
and grenades placed between the nails.

Nails must b, dr' 4-en in the board tV-1o same way as for M2 grenades.

The wooden stick must proti le lem from the boar-d.

Plant st. Lke .2 meter fr7om the bQeard a xd 7&sten t he gread~re 'sticks
to the stake by wire. (Whn the mine exploas, grenades will be thrown up-;

ward ajid dispersed - Tie T A(Il explode in the air" becau ,e their' primers,
tied to the wirt , have 'Veen pulled out* :... ._ .... W. -, ' _

_ a evezy-t kiag is ready, oovet, the grenadesa and boards wi:th grae

ant dirt gathered from eurroundi n ug & arel This cmuifl.ag ie giz.ilex to

that for mine). Duing amouflage, oe hculd Pay atteyL-1.on rot to cover

tho holow with too much grass and dirt lind not to make tha grem-)4 spring

tip frwm tho 'board.

04 1M R 1 It-,

a Persons - One di the hole and the oter two fstel grenade

Iticks to the stake.

These t.e avk pre id.d (When th4 mine by Ve nads r ilaa r their
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SUBJECT: Commanders Combat Notes No. 6

TO: See Distribution

1. Contained herein are extracts from translations of documents
captured by units of the 173rd Airborne Brigade during "Operation Crimp".
They lend some insight into the mental attitude, morale, and tactical
doctrine of the men we are fighting.

2. Circumstance of capture: Unit: 1st Bn RLB/173rd Airborne Brigada

Date: 11 Jan 66 A4rea: XT 650280

FULL TFL.SL.IUN

"For the past few days the enemy has been launching air and artillery
action against our area, sowing destruction and confusion among the
civilians and revolutionary forces. Recent information from high level
disclose that the enemy will launch a sweep operation against the area
bordering and the villages within our base area, as of 6 January 1966.
This action will be launched by the Americans and puppet troops, the
latter being the main force and the Americans the backbone.

H.151 hereby informs the various places of the above news. The
following emergency measures must be taken tonight:

l/ Check countersweep positions, landing strips, trenches and fox-
holes. Insure that continuous fighting can be performed.

2/ Deploy village guerrilla forces along countersweep positions
respectively assigned to them and organize the civilian forces for on-
the-spot political struggle and active military proselyting,

3/ Frequent liaison and reports to the predetermined places, such
as agencies above and below Route 7, must be made.

4/ Check all grenades, mines, (booby traps) launching pads, planted
grenades, and azmunition for fierce and continous countersweep action.

Upon receipt of this note, addressees must immediately carry our
plans along the above mentioned lines but with specific measures appropriate
to each local area. This must be done without delay tonight and secrecy
must be insured to avoid sowing confusion among the civilians who might then
evacuate the area: it would not benefit us."

3. Circumstance of capture: Units B/l/503

Dates 120700 Jan 66 Areas Xt 647297

"Have spent four days in tunnel. About 8 to 9 thousand American
soldiers were in for a sweep-operation. The attack was fierce, in
the last few days. A number of underground tunnels collapsed. Some
(of our men) were caught in them and have not been able to got out
yet. It is not known what have become of sisters BA, BW, HONG HANH
and T.ZN HO in these tunnels. In their attempt to pro-ide security

I'
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for the agency, TAM and UT were killed. Their bodies, left unattended
and deteriorated, have not been buried yet. In the afternoon, one of
our village unit members rying to stay close to the enemy for recon-
naissance was killed and his body has not been recovered.

Fifteen minutes ago, enemy jets dropped bombs: houses collapded
and trees fell. I was talking when a rocket exploded 2 meters away
and bombs poured down like a torrent.

We should fight them, we should annihilate them, you (US soldiers)
will have no way out...

It is always dark before sunrise. ifter cold days, warm days
will come...

The most tiresome moment is when one moves up a hill. One must
7ise up disregarding death and hardships, determined to defeat the
American aggressors.

Oh' What hard days, one has to stay in tunnel, eat cold rice

with salt, drink unboiled waterl However, one is free and feels at ease.

4. Circumstances of captures Unit, 2nd Bn/503, 173rd ibn Bde

Date: 11 Jan 66 irea: U 657275

Sur ikRY :

" he following are extracts from a notebook which was written in Chinese,
no identification of writer or time period.

-The important targets have to be destroyed are; "irport, ammunition
storages, wharfs, fire-arms and cars concentrated places, important American
Offices, ministry of Itational. Defense etc...

-2he men have to be killed ares American officers, soldiers and tech-
nicias, the MPs, High Vietnamese personnel, US Messes and camps etc...

ELNery time when the enemy is careless, we must attack them immediately
so we have to prepare weapons and always make plans in mind.

-J& good example (how to kill enemies) in 1953, the Viet Minh made fire
on the French ammwuition storags, hundreds of French were putting out the
fire. n bomb exploded and killed them all. (Enemies ha4 double casualties).

-Steal the enemies' weapons to kill them.

-TI strong poison needles to kill hmeri a ns who walk alone in the
str st.

-Find a place to hide grenades all around the target which we plan to
destroy. (Avoid Anger of transportation.)

-How to keep sucret about orgaination systems? Do not say anything
to parents, friends and relatives.

-Make secret signals to comrades.

-Learn by heart all streets eapoeially =all streets &:vund the

house and the district you live in.

- hen walking in the street with weapons, send a comrade to go before
you ko see if there is any policeman&
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-In the street or in a crowd, don't say h,116 to any oomrades you meet.

-.Always pay attention to see if there is someone following you, fran
time to time bend down to fasten your shoe-laces or look at the shop-windows,
"Keep secret about the activities".

-Don't tell the whole plan to your comrades, only to thooe who are in
charge of work.

-First, prepare a secret place to store fire-ax. , then t, saf but
secret place for Gomrades to take shelter.

-Second, make clear th- secret signals of advancing, fighting ind -e-
treating.

-Disguise the important 2 cuments carried on you so that el t,
can't find them.

-Never 'Le real names: For things, replace by oth6s word. such as:
fish in water means nczy ..ips, sparrow means aircrafts, crabs mxar car

There are many ot~ier days to teach coraraes to dupe the enemy."

5. Circumstances of c ptu_..: Unit: 2nd Bn/503, 175r A n ie

Dates 11 Jan 66 Area: XT (57275

FULL TR.NSLLTION

ST.Th.RY,

1 "Personal letter, written in Chinese, containing the following ai.n
points:

-i youth, he did not want to be drafted. -o =nier the introduction
of his friend, ir. Wong, he was led by him into 'he LiberLted. "rea to be-
come a member of VC.

-.. uther: Chinese named 1ding-Chian6 possibly LiddlA-High-School
education perhaps lived in Cholon written on 7 May 65 in Liberated rea.

-The last paragraph "...we must bear all the hardship tc win over the
Lrnerioan imperialist ."

'FI 'ST TN WITNAM"

RORST K. JOOST
Lt Col Inf

DISTItIBUTIONi Commandi ig
"A" Plus
5 to ah compftn
Io 10-12th Avn Group

...
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SUBJECT: Commander's Combat Note #7

T0: See Distribution

SUfl4VRY OF OPRA-ATIONS 21 FEBRUARY THROUGH 3 MARCH 1266

1. During this period the 145th Aviation Battalion, in addition to
moving to Bien Hoa, conducted nine major airmobile opeations, two of which
were conducted in one day. Our armed helicopters opeL--ting at night, aciount-
ed for 18 sampans or boats sunk, one of which was carr-Ing VC troops and eyo-
plosives, 15 sampans were damaged, and 5 VC huts were destroyed. On 23 Febru-
ary, armed helicopters of the 197th Aviation Company were responsible for the VC
withdrawal from an attack on an ARVN compound when they brought fire to bear
on the attackers.

2. This battalion supported the 2d Brigade, lst U. S. Infantry Division,
on 21 February, during Operation MASTIFF, by conducting six combat assaults with
three infantry battalions, into two landing zones, 15 Kilometers southeast of
Dau Tieng. Forty-four troop carriers and 32 gunships were employed. Enemy
small arms and automatic weapons fire as received during the landings. Air-
craft damage was slight. Suppressive fire from armed aircraft placed on enery
positions was responsible for decreasing the volume and intensity of VC fire.

3. On 22 Februry this battalion airlifted a regiment of the 10th ARVN
Division from An Loc, vicinity of Xuan Loc, and conducted an airmobile assault
43 KM to the South, near Binh Gia. Thirty UH-ID's tand 17 UH-iB's (armed) were
employed in the operation. No air or artillery preparation of the LZ was used
in order to achieve surprise during the landing, and to preclude the possibility
of setting the dry grass which covered the LZ on fire. The gunships of the
197th Aviation Ooirny ld the Wy by a few minutes an plood accurate aWd
deadly fire on the treeline which encircled the LZ. The initial assault wee
accomplished with no enemm fire on the LZ. The gunship preparation however,
started the grass burning in the LZ. The smoke and fire became intense which
necessitated the subsequent lifts to be diverted to an alternate 1Z. The re-
sponse on the part of all elements was immediate when modifications in plans
were made from the battalion conmead and control aircraft. Gunships diverted
to the new 1Z and began to place fire on suspectod areas. The troop carriers
imodified their formation while airborne to compensate for the -new conditions
on the LZ. Between lifts, Air Force tactical air placed strikes on enemy ground
tire along the helicopter flight routes, which had begun to become active. This
operation demonstrated the flexibility of airmobile operations by being able to
adjust to changing conditicns with a minimum amount of radio transmission from
a single command element. It also demonstrated the team work inherent in the
gunships, troop carriers, and Air Force Tactical air.

09



* 4. The 2d Brigade, tst (US) Infantry Division was extracted from tv land-
ing zones by this battalion on 25 February, employing 31 UH-ID helicopters and
17 armed helicopters. These troops were lifted back to Dau Tieng repared to be
re-committe to another a- 'moble assault. Enemy small arms and automatic wea-
pons fire was received by flight elements in the vicinity of the extraction
zones. Three aircraft hits were sustained.

5. The morning of 26 February found this battalion assembling 20 troop
carriers and 14 armed helicopters to airlift elements of the& 25th ARVN Division
and assault two landing zones located 15 KM Northeast of Ben Iuc in order to con-
duct wearch and destroy operations against Viet Cong forces, supplies and in-
stallations. Ground fire was received and one aircraft hit.

6. At 1700 hours that evening, the bnttalion lifted elements of the 173rd
Airborne Brigade into one landing zone into war zone D, 11 KM Northwest of Bien
Hoa. This assaoult was designed to commit a reaction force into a blocking
position to entrap a VC main force element, that w .s being engaged by the pAra-
trooper elements previously lifted into the area. Enmy fire was received from
numerous locations around tha assault LZ as the troop helicopters landed. Tio
aircraft received damage. During the extraction one UH-JD troop carrier -from
thr- 118th Aviation Company experienced a flame out and was successfully linded
without damage in a rice p-1dy in the vicinity of the operational A'ea. A
night recovery of the downed ai rcraft by a CH-47 helicopter was cxecuted. This
latter accomplishment demonstrated the teamork thiat we have developed in accom-
plisbing any mission.

7. 33arly in the mornin@ of 28 February, a main force Viet Cong, estimated
to be a regiment, attacked and overan the ARVN secured town of Vo Xu located
east of Vo Dat in the Rice Bowl area. At 0455 hours the 145th Aviation Battalion
was %lerted to provide a rapid reaction airmoble capability to reinforce the
friendly forces in Vo Xu. By 0630 hours, forty UH-ID troop carriers and 17 UH-IB
armed aircraft were on runway alert at Bien Foa, VxMg Tau and Tan Son Nhut. All
aircrat and crews were assembled, briefed and organized for combat by 1730
hors. One RBcnger Bttalion was airlifted from Duc Hoa and positioned at Vo Dat.
Another wis lifted from Bao Trai and positioned at Vo Dat. Another ARVN Ranger
Btta lion was tUcn lifted from An Loc and an airmoble assault conducted south
of Vo Xu. One of the R3nger BattaLions positioned at Vo Dat next conducted an
assault on the same LZ. These assaults, were designed to entrap and intercept
the VC that had attacked Do Xu earlier in the day. Threr aircraft were hit by
enemy groins fire, During the qssault, one troop carrier aircraft experienced
a hird landing, and could not be flown out of the LZ. Iinediate action was
taken to prepare the aircraft for liftout. A CH-47 helicopter arrived and within
seconds mn.tched the iircraft out of the LZ. This recovery was performed with
such speed that it did not interfere with the tactical plan of the ground ele-
ments. This day'a operation rovod on several occasions i..at Army Aviation
elements xre more responsive to rapid reaction tham are the ground elements,
Planning for the conduct of the operation was accomplished in the cockpit by
commanders and staff while flying to assembly areas. Short, standardized brief-
ings and mission type orders are the key to rapid reaction.

8. On M rch, Z/503 Inf Battalion, 173rd Airb-orne Brigsle, was extrected
from their operational "rea in War Zone C, to the Brigade base. Three lifts
were conducted employing twenty-eight UH-1D and thirteen UH-IB (armed) heli-
copters. Hostile ground fire was encamntured 'k'ning thcIift oat.

9. In the early morning of 2 March, the battalion again assembled its
elements for an airmobile assault. Thirty UH-ID troopmrrirs and eighteen



VH-IB armed helicopters were employed. This time elements of the 25th AMN
Division were lifted from Trang Bang and Cu Chi to assault three landing zones
11 104 South of Tay Ninh, adjacent to the Cambodian border. All three landing
zones were prepared by tactical air strikes and armed helicopters, however,
light to moderate authomatic and semi-automatic enemy weapons fire was encount-
ered. Gunships and tactical air was placed on this ground fire. One troop
carrier was hit. During the airmobilc assaults an air observer detected
approcimately 40 VC fleeing west toward the Cambodian border. Gunships gave
chase and worked the area over with their weapons. -amage to the VC is un-
known.

O. On the last day of the reporting period, 3 March, this battalion
conducted an airmcbile asjault with elements of the 10th ARVN Division south
of Baria, immediately adjacent to the sea coast. Twenty-seven UH-iD and 25
UH-1B armed helicopters were employed. Troop pick-up was from a road north
of Baria. Four lifts completed the operation. Light to !;derate hostile fire
was encountered durin7 the assault. Armed helicopters and tactical air
strikes worked over these enemy locations during and between lifts. No air-
craft hits were sustained.

11. In addition to those operations this battalion provided norm-l
command and liaison, administrative and lcistical support for III A1RV Corps.

12. A wrap-up for the period is as follows:
- A total of 5,547 U.S. and AZVN forces were committed in airmobile

assaults. Extractions of forces from areas of operations consisted of 1,525
U.S. Forces. -opositicning of 639 A11N troops was accomplished.

- The total sorties flown was 6,118 for a tota± of 2,192 flying
hours.

13. This was a full period and all mombo-s of this battalion are to be
corngratulated for their accomplishments. Added ccngratulations must gc to
the maintenance personnel who have koo-t us ABO7E ALL.

14. In the area of civic action, which I feel is as vital as combat
opcrations, this battalion is makinc. groat strides. In additicn to our heavy
cperations schedule for the period, the 145th Aviation Battalion was active
in the areas of Community aclations, Educations and Training, and :calth and
Sanitation. A total (f $VN 16,020 was colluctcd by the 197th Aviation Comp-ay
to purchase baby beds fcr a Saigcn crphanage. Officers and enlisted men from
A/5Olst Aviation Battalion conducted 4 cne-hour English classes fer the Bien
Hea Naticnal police. Members f the 118th Aviation Company continued to pro-
vide sup >t to a Bicn Hoa crphanac in the form of 320 lbs rice, 100 lbs of

criuts, pcwdered milk, c-oking. oil, condiments and vtricous cluaning products.
In addition, two doctors visitcd the Leprosy cloiny for the purpose of treat-
ing patients. Le:tturs rcceiv d by members of the 68th Avi.tior Ccnpany
indicate that locrl drivws in their hcmtowns ar making progress and dcna-
tions for distrib:tJ cn tc the loc-l populace will be f--thccminV.

"FIPRBT IN VETNAM

DIS',TIPUTI 1: HCEST K. JOOST
"A" plus Lt Colonel, In-f

10 - 12th Avn GP Commanding
5 - Bn CO

50 - S-1
100 - Fa co
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SUBJUCT: Conunders Combat V'es No 8

TO: See Distribution

1. The handling of classified material is extremely important to
the successful accomplishment of our mission. Almost every aviator comes
in contact with classified material every day, and because of this daily
routine it is easy to become complacent and forget its importance* This
in especially true with 8OIs and operational orders. An added hazard to
our handling of classified material is that at tices it must be used dur-
ing flighte Open windows and doors of aircraft are an invitation to
loose papers.

2. 1 want to emphasize very strongly the 145th &viation Battalion
policy that SOIs will be carried on the person. They will not be set
down on the console while flying. The aviator who will be tuning the
r.dios is the aviator who should have the SO1. Carrying SECRT documents
in the aircraft is discourged as much re possible. Only when operational
requirements demand wi.i SECRET documents be carried.

3. nother matter of security is voice commnications over the tele-
phone and especially over the radios. jttempting to double talk or. talk
cxound a subject to transmit a message is useless. If you can succeed in
getting th4 messege translated to whom you are talking you have also in-
formed the VC listening in on your conversation. We know for a fact the
VC monitor our UHF and Th radios. we have brevity codes, map coordinate
codes, and call sign codes. Use these properly and consistently.

4. 5ecurity is the rosponsibility of every member of this comond.
I enjoin each oonf.Lndor to stress periodically the safety of h*ndling
classified material* Coetaxd emphasis of this mntter will doz our eem
access to inforce'tion and material.

PFMRT IN VIETAW'

DISTRIBUTION, liNS .I ,ST
A + 5 to oa Co Lt O0ml a nf
10 to 12th .Avn Gp Ci
25 to stook
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SUBJECT: Ccmmanderls Combat Note Number 9

TO: See Distribution

SUfItEUY OF OFEPiATICNS 4 I1ARCH THROUGH 11 MARCH 1966

This week the 145th Aviation Battaliom accomplished a variety of coIbat
and combat support missions which contributed significantly toward bej.ting
Vrictor Charlie.

The battalion, or elements thereof, conductod threc multi-ground battalion
airmobile assaults or extractions; two airmibile assaults in which company
sized ground elements were employed; and one airmobile company reinforced the
lift of anctber aviation battalion.

The 197th Aviation Company, in addition to providing their normal armed
reconnaissance and marking of LZ's, and armed cscort for all airmobile oper-
ations, sank 6 sampans and damaged 9 snpans by their lightning Bug operations.

The 74th Aviation Ccmpany conducted 42 radio relay missions, 30 command
and liaison nissions, 26 artillery contrcl missirons, 2 flare missions, and
ne psy-war mission.

The battalion effort on the VC score board for this week is as fellows:

An estimated 58 VC killed, a body count of 36 VC killed, 27 structures
Ocstroyed and 20 zna g ,:, and 31 sampans destroyed and 31 damajed. This one
wcok's toll is a ocommendable figure. It is uspccially significant when it is
realized that s~mc grcund c 'mbat units of brigade size can't match this claim.

On 4 March, the 118th Aviation Ccmpany, rinforcod by A/5Olst Aviation
Battalion, supp, rtcd thu ist Aviation qattali. n with 15 UH-1D troop carriers
and 6 armed holic.A.ters to lift 405 tr -cls -f the 5th ARVN Division from
Lai Khe int, on opcrati~nal area Ncrthcast of Fhu Loi.

on 5 March, th; lldth Aviaticn Company reinfoTced by A/50lst Aviation
Rattalin, em:lcyOA II trco-p carriers and 4 armed helicopters to lift I1
troops of tl&. ist Brkc, 1st U.S. inf Div from a pick-up sito fifteen kilo-
meters N rth cf Tan Uyn into a landing zsne at Tan Uyen. In the afternoon
the same grcunO element was lifted back tc" its oriinal departure point.

A maJ,,r ;:praticn was conducted by this battalicn, reinforccd by aviation
elements _f the 1st U.S. infantrv Divisicn on 6 March 1966. The unit being
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supporzed was the 25th ARVN Divisicn. Fifty UH-1D troop carriers, 27 UH-lB
armed helicopters, and 2 01-D fixcd wing aircraft were assembled to execute

this operation. The plan was to extract foLr infantry battalions from two
pick-up sites twelve kilometers South of Thy Tlinh during the hours of dark-
ncss, and ccnduct two combat assaults into two landing zones four kilometers
Southwest of Cu Chi at daybreak. Due to a dense ground fog in the pick-up
area, the pick-up had to be delayed until later in the m.rning. Eight hun-

dred and twenty ground troops conducted the assault. Moderate automatic
weapoms fire wf s encountered during the landing, resulting in one helicopter
being hit. The fires of the organic gunships of the airmobile companies,
and of the 197th Aviation Company were placed on this enemy fire which served
to: suppress it. Armed helicopters committed to support the ground battle
also tck a toll of nine structures destroyed and eleven damaged. During the

airmobile assnult of the last ground elements, a group of 10 VC w.re spotted
fleeing the area. Gunships of the 197th immediately over the spot and opened
fire. The result - eight VC killed and twc possibles. Body count was con-

firmed by grcund elements. It is worthy to note that we had some frustrated
crews whn they realized that their mission didn't permit them to land and
recover the VC weapons. It is also regrettable that weather conditions did
not permit the nig;ht extraction and dawn assault tco be executcd as planned.

As the tactical situation permits, it is intended in the future to conduct
more night c'praticns.

At l44 hours cn 8 March, a CIDG comany conducting search and destroy
c~ieraticns 10 kilometers West of Ty Ninh was attacked and surrounded by an
estimated two comnpany size VC force. The 118th Aviation Company (reinforced)
was assermll for a reaction operation and flown to Tay Ninh. There they
picked up 200 tr' o-s of the 25th ARVN Divisirn and airlifted them into an
cpurati nl area to reinforce the CIDG unit. This operation argain demon-
strates the flexibility a:' ranid response ca-ability of helicopter units.
From the time uhe alert was received by the 2attalion Operations Center, until
trcps were larxed in the operational area, ,nly 105 minutes ha 1 elapscd.
This is a. amazing;ly short time consi,!urin- that the aircraft ha'2 to be re-
called froM other missions.

The last larvac c: erati-n of the, periol was con<'uctel on 9 March when two
battali. ns of the 173r' Airborn, nriva .c assaulted an operational area deep
into War Znc D, 1 V East cf Phuc Ha. Durin, the troop carrier lifts,
ten attached M{-47 helicopters lifto, 41 srtics -f artillery and supplies
into the operational arua. Five lifts cf the fifty assault helicoters were
required to ccrivlcte the airnvement uf the igrcunl elements. Twonty-sCvon
armel hciic.pters :ruvi-c, air e'cert an! supprussive fire supp:rt. ,,,ut c-

matic wecpons fir(, was receiV,- bv- flig<ht elements cnrcuto to the operational
area anI' snie:r fire was enczuntcrel_1 in the lan[lino, zore. One aircraft was
hit.

Durin 7 the rio the 145th .viaticn B,.ttali,:n pr.vilci alministrativc
ant. comnAt su - rt t. thu 1st (US) Infantry Divisio.-n, 173ri (US) Airborne

rio-a!c on' III AIN Crps.

Operati nal statistics f,-r the periM arc as follWs:
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Vqctary Wing: Total Sorties - ho 948
Total Flying Hcurs - 1,818
Passengers Flown - 5,984

Fixed Wing: Total Sorties - 224
Total Fiying Hours - 339

The aviation cc pnany of this battalizn, thus far not mentioned is the
58th. In its silent, modest approach to mission accomplishment, it is al-
ready flving 293 hours over program for the month. This is 104 hours over
the next highest copany. It also has one aircraft less than the other com-
panics.

This battalion has bcon assigned a new, unique, and challenging mission
which will enable us tc _perate with the U.S. Navy. Plans are being devol-
oped at this time an,! m-re information will be released as the project devel-
rps. Captain 11rofer, 197th Aviation Company has been assigned as the Dattal-
ion Project Officer.

SUWV,1'Y OF CIVIC ACTIONS

Durinr. th- puricd units of the battalion wore active in the areas
of C omrunity Relations, Education and Training, Health and Sanitation, Con-
structin an. Communications. personnel froi the 197th Aviation Company
cnstructed a fcnce within the An Lac Orphanage, almne with organizing a
drive tc cbtain materials to repair a perimeter fence damagedhyViet Cong.In ad'iti-n tho officers an' mtn dcnated 400 pounds of c4kies a.1candy,

1 case cf ba y soap an,-! 1/2 case cf mosquito re'vllont. The majority cf

these &cn, ti ns were sent to members of the unit from supporters in the
Unit rl Statcs. The 118th Aviation Clmpany zorfcrmed loudspeakcr and leaflet
suppcrt fr Psych-lo:;icJ. Warfarc perati.:ns for Vcice of America for a
pericxl of thro( h-urs. ThL officers and nen also ,',:nated 3,000 $VN to the
Bicn 1fiio Orph-na-c alcng with 300 pounds of ricq, 10 p-unds of sugar and 1/2
case of wash scap. Doctov AltCm ntc attendoi tc thc sick at the Orphanae.
Members f thu 120th Aviation Company ccntinuei to provide support to the
Go Vap Orpht.Vcn in the form f $47.50 MPC, and 2,540 VN, one-hundred bags
f cement for building projects, 2 cases of crnmcal, 4 cases of evaporated

milk an! 60 _1n2s of bcans. Captain Wurster from the 129th Med Dot survoyed
the hIi.th needs at the irphan&:e nd c:rcludod that the cbildren receivu
adequate treatment frcm their cwn lhct:r. A convrsaticonal English class
was ccnductodl by '/5Olst !,vi tin i3attalien for the rien Hca National police.
Ccrdinatin haa been ma e with the MWICV Sector ",visor to sponsor a Now
Life Hamlet in the qo Mai Refugee area. Mony units wark in this' area but with
80,000 refugees and more arriving each day, there is a tremendous oportunity
to help in the traditional /.merican spirit. Our first project will b, to
field a EDA? team.

DISTRIDpUTI'4: HaX1ST K. JCOST
"C" plus Lt Colonul, Inf
10 - 12th Avn GP Commanding
5 - n n CO
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HEADQUARTERS
145TH AVIATION BATTALION

APO San Francisco, 96227

AVAW-F 17 March 1966

SUB3JECT: Commander's Combat Note #10

TO: See Distribution

1. Wearing of the Combat ArnV Aviator Badge and Combat Aircraft
Crewman Badge is authorized effective this date.

2. Criteria for wear of either of the two badges is receipt of five
(5) Air Medals.

3. The Combat Army Aviator Badge will consist of the standard Army
Aviator Badge with a bronze star affixed to the center of the coat of arms.

4. The Combat Aircraft Crewman Badge will consist of the standard
Badge with the bronze star affixed to the center .£ the coat of arms.

5. The Aircraft Cre-auan Badge, to be worn by both gunners and crew
chiefs, as authorized and described in para 9.1c, change 11, AR 672-5-1,
is the only cre;.an's badge authorized for wear within this Battalion.

6. It is my desire that Commanders screen all personnel to determine
those eligible for this award and take immediate action to present these
awards and to standardize their wear.

"FIRST IN VIETNAM"

HORST K. JOOST
Lt. Colonel, Inf
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION
"A" Plus
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10 - 12th Avn Gp
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HELDQUATWtS
i45TH AVIATICN BATTALION

APO San Francisco 96227

AVAW-F 21 March 1966

SUBJECT: Commanderes Combat Note
Number 11

TO: See Distribution

SUMKAuIY OF OPERATINS 11 MARCH THROUGH 17 MARCH 1966

The 145th Aviaticn Battalion conducted six major airmobile assaults
this week. Four of these major operations were conducted in twc consecutive
days. Two of these cperations were rapid reactions requiring recall and
assembly of aircraft from other tasks.

The 197th Aviation Company killed 4 VC confirmed by body count. The
company also destroyed 9 sampans (one being 35 feet in length). Four VC
installations were destroyed and 8 damaged.

This week the armed helicopters of A/5O1st Avn Bn, and the 118th, 68tu
and 197th Aviation Companies had numerous occasions to prove their worth
by protectig the troop carrier aircraft and the ground elements they were
supporting. The gunners on the troop carriers also had several opportun-
ities to prove to the VC that it isn't healthy to fire at a helicopter.

On 11 March, the 145th Aviition Battalion (Reinf) assembled at the for-
ward command post at 0600 hours to receive the final briefing and organize
for combat. This operation was the second airmobile assault conducted in
support of operation "Silver Cityn. Fifty UH-lD troop carriers and thirty-
one UH-IB armed helicopters were committed in support of the 173rd (US)
Airborne Brigwde. The Battalion combat assault landed six hundred md
fifty-six troops from Bien Hoa into the landing zone eighteen kilometers
east cf phouc Hoa.

Since their employment into this area, the 173rd Airborne Brigade has
achieved phenomenal success against the enemy. At last count (vhich is
incomplete) for operation Silver City over 300 encmy dead have been counted,
and a vast store of arms, documents, and supplies h,ve been captured.

Two major operations were conducted an 14 March. At 0935 hours, two
companies of the 145th Aviqtion Battalion (68th and A/5Olst), attached to
the 11th 'viation B-ttalion, landed at the st-aging area two kilometers
north of Cu Chi. Twenty M,-ID troop carriers and six UH-lB armed helicop-
ters were committed in support of the 25th (US) Infantry Divis on. Two
hundred and seventy-two troops were airlifted in two lifts from the stag-
ing arca into the operational area twelve kilometers southwest of Cu Ca



AVAW-F 21 March 1966
SUBJECT: Commander's Combat Note Number 11 (Contd)

Hostile small arms and semi-automatic weapons fire was encountered. This
was the first airmobile operation conducted in support of the 25th (US)
Infantry Division since its arrival in the Republic of South Vietnam.

At 1100 hours on the same day, fifty-two UH-1D troop carriers and twen-
ty-nine UH-1B armed helicopters were committed in support of the 25th AXVN
Division. The Battalion flew to intermediate staging areas located at Trang
Bang and Tram Vang where five hundred and twenty troops were loaded and
later combat assault landed into an operational area seven kilometers north-
west of Duc Hoa. Light to moderate small arms fire was encountered during
the first combat assault. The Battalion then flew to Tan An and Ben Luc
where an additional five hundred and twenty troops were loaded and ccnbat
assault landed into the second landing zone seven kilometers southwest of
Duc BIoa and airlifted one hundred troops from that location into the second
landing zone. During the entire operation, one aircraft was hit.

At 0230 hours on 15 March the l.5th Aviation Battalion reacted immediate-
ly to a rapid reaction request from III ARVN Corps. Under the cover of dark-
ness the 145th Aviation Battalion assembled for final briefing and to conduct
final organization for combat.

The flight elements departed the assembly area at 0620 hours and picked
up the first lift of troops of the 5th ARVN Division at Lai Khe during dark-
ness. With the assistance of the ]45th Battalion pathfinders, the loading
proceeded in an orderly fashion. At dawn, two hundred and forty-six troops
were combat assault landed into a landing zone eight kilometers south, south-
east of qn Cat. The troop carriers then returned to Bien Hoa and airlifted
an additional three hundred and twenty troops into a second landing zone
twelve kilometes south of Ben Cat. During the operation the 197th Aviation
Company was responsible for evacuating twelve casualties, destroying four
structures and damaging eight others.

This reaction operation was initiated with the purpose of reinforcing
AIVN elements in the area that had been attacked during the night. The
landing areas were chosen with the intent to block the enemyr and destroy
them. During the landings an intense amount of automatic weapons fire was
received frcm the south eastern edge of the "Iron Triangle". Information
was relayed from the grcund elements to the 5th A1VN Division Commander,
located with the lh5th Aviation Battalion Commander in the Command and Con-
trol aircraft, that the et :my was in fact withdrawing to the Iron Triangle.
It was determined that tactical air would not be on station for at least
one half hour. The Dvision Comander asked what the l5th Aviation flattal-
ion could do to engage the enemy. He was informed we could turn all guns on
enemy. As the last elements were landed in the assault, the order was given
to all TLhth Aviation Battalion elements to prepare for offensive firing.
Instructions were transmitted while companies were making a forming turn to
echelon the Battalion. Four companies consisting of a total of 37 troop
carrier! and 19 gunship; were spAced one minute apart, echeloned right at
an altitude of 1500 feet. On the signal of the lead company all weapons of
the gunships and slicks fired into the suspected enemy areas along the
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eastern edge of the "Iron Triangle". The width of area covered was extensive,
and the density of strikes within the beaten zone was awe, . It is frust-
rating not to know the extent cf damage incurred on the enemy. It is -zertain
that we caused damage, since this fire covered the area frcm which we were
receiving automatic weapons fire. A total of seventy-eight thousand rounds
of 7.62 ammunition, three hundred and fifty 2.75 inch rockets, and one hun-
dred and thirty-five rounds of hOMM ammunition were expended during the one
firing pass.

At 0830 hours, on the same day, the 145Sth Aviation Battalion (Reinf),
again assembled for combat in support of another airmobile assault. Forty-
three UH-1D troop carriers and twenty-seven UH-1B armed helicopters flew to
intermediate staging 4reas at Cu Chi and an area eight kilometers northwest
of Duc Hoa. From these two locations four hundred and ten troops of the
25TH ARVN Division were airlifted in one combat assault into the operational
area six kilometers west of Duc Hoao Small arms and semi-automatic fire was
received in the vicinity of the landing zone and one of the attached aircraft-
was hit.

On 16 March, the lh5th Aviation Battalion (Reinf) reacted immediately
to a rapid reaction initiated by the 1st (US) Infantry Division in support
of the 173rd (US) Airborne Brigade. At 0935 hours the Battalion Operations
Center was notified of the rapid reaction. By 1200 hours, twenty-eight
LUH-ID troop carriers and sixteen UH-1B armed helicopters had been recalled
from III ARVN Corps support missions, assembled at the forward caimand post
and lifted two hundred troops of the 1st (US) Infantry Division (2nd Brigade)
into a landing zone twenty-two kilometers north of Bien Hoa. Throughout the
remainder of the day an additional twelve hundred and thirty troops were
lifted from Lai Khe, Long Than North (Bearcat), and Phuc vinh into two land-
ing zones in the operational area. Due to the immediate requirement for
additional support in the second landing zone, troops were repositioned
from. one landing zone to the other. Small arms and semi-automatic weapons
fire was encountered in the vicinity of the landing zones; however, there
were no aircraft hit. Throughout the entire operation, the flight elements
arrived at the pickup sites prior to the time the grcund elements were or-
ganized for air movement. The rapidity with which this ripid reaction was
accomplished indicates the flexibility which is ever present within the
companies of the Battalion.

on 17 March, the 68th Aviation Company wps attached to the l1th Aviation
Battalion to support the 25th (US) Infantry Division in search and destroy
operations being conducted eight kilometers southeast of Tay Ninh. Ten UH-lD
troop carriers and two UH-13 armed helicopters were involved in the operation
which was stagod from phu Loi. One hundred and twelve troops of the 2nd
Brigade, 25th (US) Infantry Division were airlifted in one lift and combat
assault landed into the operational area.

During the period, the 74th Aviation Comp'mny c -nducted the following
missions:

>(



AVAW-F 2L March 1966
SUBJECT: Commander's Combat Note Number U1 (Contd)

r ommand and Liaison - 39 Air Escort - 21
Radio Relay - 13 Visual Reconnaissance - 76
Artillery Adjustment - 27 photo - 1
Air Control - 30 Forward Air Control - 1
S,irveillance - 12 Logistics - 5

curing this period the 145th Aviation Battalion also provided normal
administrative and combat support to the 1st (US) Infantry Division, 173rd
(US) Airborne Brigade and III ARVN Corps.

Operational statistics for rotary wing aircraft in support of merations
are as follows:

Total Sorties - 4221
Total Flying Hours - 1668
passengers Flown - 6196

Operational statistics for fixed wing aircraft in support of operations
are as follows:

Total Sorties - 252
Total Flying Hours - 538

Due to the large influx of new aviators in the Battalion a vigorous
training program -s now under way within the companies to insure that all
newly assigned personnel receive a detailed and thorough standardization
flight check prior to flying on III Corps aviation support missions.

SUMMARY OF CIVIC ACTI0NS

This week the 145th Aviation Battalion accomnlished a variety of Civic
Actions in its effort to expand the Civil Affairs Program. In the area of
commerce the Battalion and subordinate units provided approximately 300 jobs
for the local populace on a continuous basis, broken down as follows:

Bn Hq & HHD - 30 ll8th kvn Co - 70
68th Avn Co - 50 197th AvxL Co - 50
74th Avn Co - 28 A/5Olst Avn Bn - 41

The 68th Avn Co rclocated 201 ARVN and refugees on three separate oper-
ations conducted in the Xuan Loc, Tanh Ninh area. In addition they trans-
ported 3,500 lbs of food and personal belongings associated with the move.
Preliminary planning was accomplished with U.S. Advisors at Can Co for the
company's sponsorship. The 68th has also extended an offer to help the An
phong welfare organization when assistance is needed.

The 74th accomplished initial coordination with the Phu Loi Civic Actions
Coordinator and it is anticipated that work will begin very soon. Help is
needed in theEducation, Comnunity Relations and Construction fields.
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The 118th accomplished Civic Actions in virtually all areas. One hundred
civilians were evacuated from a village in the Song Be area that was supposed
to be over-run by Viet Cong. At the sam. time two gunships evacuated tuo
civilians that needed imr,.diate medical attention. Both of these operations
were done under extreme hazardous conditions and in only a few hours durat on.
The gunships received several rounds of small arms fire while completing the
medical evacuation. Twenty-two bags of rice which were located on a search
and destroy mission in the operational area north of phu Loi were lifted to
home station. The rice was donated to help relieve some financial burden of
the Bien Hoa Orphanage. In addition the officerc and men have volunteered
their off-duty time to help construct plywood and tin-lined cupboards at the
orphanage. Donations for the week were: Two cases of jam, 50 cans of bread,
12 lbs of sugar, 100 lbs of peanuts, 600 lbs of white rice, 200 lbs of powder-
ed milk, 1 case of bath soap, 1 dozen wash cloths, 15 tooth brushes and tooth
paste packs, 6 dozen diapers, assorted children's clothes, 10 lbs of salt, and
2 cases of candies. The following medical supplies and cleaning products were
donated by the officers: 1 case of chlorine bleach, 1 case of insect spray,
1 case of aiucimycin eye ointment, and 2 boces of assorted vitamins to fulfill
their daily needs. The 118th also flew a psychological warfare mission for
three hours duration. During the mission the Voice of America and leaflets
offered the words of freedom and safety from the South Vietnamese Government
in the Tan Uyen area. Doctor Altomonte treated patients again at the Leper
Colony for various illnesses other than leprosy. This assistance has greatly
helped in isolating the disease and has lessened the suffering of those af-
flicted with leprosy. SP4 Amisano has been giving English classes to the
children around Cong-Ly. He is affectionately known as the "teacher" and
this kind of people to people program is the very foundation of our civic
actions here in Vietnam.

The 197th continued to provide support to the An Lac Orphanage in the
areas of Health and Sanit-tion, and Community Relations. Donations included
I case of body soap, 5 lbs of tooth brushes and tooth paste, 4 0 lbs of flour,
15 lbs of sugar, and 20 lbs of candy. Emphasis is being placed on improving
the cleanliness of the children. Civic organizations in the U.S. supporting
the 197th sponsorship of the orphanage have indicated that 80 lbs of clothes
is on the way and it will be a continuous program fran then on.

A/5Olst tvn Bn was active in the areas of Community Rclations, Transporta-
tion and Education. An English class was taught for the National police of
Bien Hoa. The officers and men donated 12,875 $VN wor-th of clothes, writ-
ing pads, readers, and coloring books which were presented to the Catholic
Orpnanage of Bien Hoa. On 13 March two helicopters assisted ths 5th ARVN
Division in relocating 45 civilians, bag and baggage, fren Song Be to Duc
Phoung. Also during the course of normal missions 300 lbs of USAID rice
and 200 lbs of school supplies were transported to a remote village north-
east of Song Be.

The effort to expand civic action activities has shown same real

/2 2/
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progress in the last week despite the loss of the 120th Aviatim Company
which was very active in Civil Affairs.

HC[ZST K. JOOST
Lt Colonel, Inf
Commanding

DISTRIBUTICl:

,,DI



HA ,DQUARTEiP

145TH AVIATION DATTIP.LION
APO San Francisco, 96227
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SUDJLCT: Cona-..ner, s Comlbat ?',ote
fNumber 12

TO: See Distribution

SUM4AIY OF OPh1RATIONS 18 MARCH THXIDUC41 24 mnAFCA 1966

The 145th Aviation Battalion conducted two major ai='obile assaults,
and two extractions, and on five occasions provided aviation reinforce-
ment to other units during the period. Included was re iforcement to

the II Corps and IV Corps aviation.

The 197th Aviation Company sank three sampans and damaged three.
The comony also destroyed two V.C. structures. During the support of
the 25th ARiVN Division, three armed helicopters evacuated 14 ARM, casual-
ties.

On 18 Yarch, the 145th Aviation Battalion employed 28 UH-ID troop
carriers and 18 UH-1D aried helicopters to support the 25th (ARV7) Division
in air assault operations 13 kilometers south-mst of Duc Hoa. From thi
staging area at Duc Hoa, 595 troops were airlifted in three successve
assaults. Light sr.all arms and autoratic weapons fire ims Qncountcr(d on
thu 2nd and 3rd assaults. Three aircraft were hit.

During the 2nd assault ton Viet Cong were sigited in the open
400 meters north of the landing zen. Although tactical air, organic artil-
lery and mcrtars wort available and could have been used, the aiilr.-o4l
force Corinander took advantage of the flexibility, fire power and r.jid
response of the rcd helicopters. The target was inmiodiatoly Gnat--,d and
neutralized with seven Viet Cong estimated killed.

At 1620 hours, the 145th Aviabion Battalion responded to a rapid re-
action notification to air Lnd one battalion (317 troops) frou the 25th
(ARVI) E-vision to rtinforce the troops that had buen air landea earlier
in the day. Thu rGsponsiveness of the Aviation Battalion was clearly evident
as th- ntirc operation, from notification to tcrdination, took only onu hour
and thirty minutes. Moderate ground fire was received from the viciniuy of
the L'nding zone and two aircraft were hit. Thirty one ARVN casualties wore
Qvacuatod, under fire, after the assault troops were landed. Only through
the close covw.ring fire provided by the gunships was it possible to remve
these casualties without losing an aircraft to eneqy fire. All personnul
participating are to be conm¢ndvd for th-ir courageous bchavior in the face

• >? ,



of enemy fire. I also wnt to commend Lieutenant Holcomb, 74th Aviation
Company for 'his quich thinking and actions, while flying fixed wing cover in Vsupport of this operation.

The 118th Aviation Company, also on this day, comitted five UH-iD troop
carriers and four UH-lB armed helicopters to extract 46 ARVN Special ,Fax ..
fra-i a site 25 kiloneters north of Suoi Da, iii surpn't of o.ir-Lj. L AciiC
~ac"LEI1.

On 19 Mari, Company A/5Olst and the 118th Aviation Company t"-ned to-
gether to extract troops of the 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Division (US),.
from a site 20 kilo:ieters southeast of Phuoc Vinh. Ten UH-1D troop carliers
and tWo U-lB armed helicopters ire u-ied to extract 112 troops in two air-
lifts.-

The 145th Avia.tion Battalion employed seventeen UH-ID troop carriers
and ten UP-lB armed helicopters in suppor- cf III (ARV1N) Corps missions on
20 2isrch 1966.

On 21 harch, the Battalion supported the 173rd Airborne Brigade in
Operation SILUBIR CITY by e-iploying thirty-three UH-ID troop carriers and
cight U-lB arzi'd helicopters to extract 1186 troops of the ist and 2nd
Battalion, 503rd Airborne Infantry in six air lifts.

In the afternoon the Battalion supported III (ARVN) Corps with twenty
nine 'H-JD troop carriers and dight O-IB ar-.od holicopters. Three hundred
CIDG troops were extracted from a landing zone 16 kiloreters north of Xom
Cat and air lifted to Bien Hoa.

Operation SILVER CITY terminated at 1635 hours on 22 harch, as the
145th Aviation Battalion employing fourty b-iD troop carriers and nineteen
UH-lB am-ed helicopters, extracted six hundred and ninety troops of the 1st
Battalion, RAR from a landing zone along the Song Be River. In addition to
the troops, the aircraft lifted 4.2 mortars, several Fnrineer assault boats
and other crew-served weapons.

The flexibility and rapid reaction of the 145th was proven again as
the Battalion responded to a late request by the gr-nd commander to depart
the staging airea thirty minutes earlier than scheduled.

Offensive firing highlidhted the operation. Seven UH-lB armed heli-
copters conducted offensive firin, along the banks of the Song Be River op-
posite the landing zone. The reknling twelve UH-I3 armed helicopters were
placd in support of the ground cominander. While in orbit east of the land-
ing zone they received small arms and automatic weapons fire from a location
four kilometers east of the landing zone. The target was immediately enga ed
and neitralized.

On 23 March, the 68th Aviation Company, reinforcea by the 118th Avia-
tion Company, responded to a rapid reaction rtu'cst to suPvrt IV (ARVN)
Corps. Ten UH-1D troop carriurs and three UN-1B armed helicoptwn air lifted
two hundred and seventy nine troops in one air assault and four extU+AionsSin the vicinity of Muc Hoa.

I



Three M-I-1B armed helicopters from the 197th Aviation Company sup-
ported the 25th (ARVN) Division at Duc Hoa.

On 24 M.rch, the 118th Aviation Ccmpany reinforced the lst Aviation
Company, 1st (US) Infantry Division, airlifting 185 troops with five UH-1D
troop carriers in five combat air assults. Enany fire was received in
vicinity of the : nding zone.

On this date, A/5Olst Aviation Company departed this station to re-
inforce the aviation of the II Corps. The unit departed in a posture pre-
pared to operate in the field for an extended period. With only a ,-
warning, aviation again proved their responsiveness to mission accomplish-
ment, whcan this compaany moved a couple of hundred miles and was ready to
operate on arrival. These short notice, field operations ill become more
frecuent. Threfore, all companies ixast- update their plans for such con-
tingencics.

During the week, the 74th Aviation Cor.pany accomplished the following
tasks:

TYM, ISSION ' TOTAL UbIDER

Visual Reconnaissance 64

Fon, rrd Air Control 2

R,.dio Relay .20,

Surveillance 25

Artillery adjustment 21

Naval Vessel escort and road column 35
Observation

Conw.nd Liaison 19

Logistics 3

Oprationaol st tistics for rotary wing aircraft in supnort of opera-
tions are as follows:

Total Sortie.; 4315

Total Flying Hours 1551

Passengers Flown 5045

Op.rational St-.Listics for fixed wing:

Total Sorties 229

Tot.al Flying Hours 538



This week, I am pleased to announce that the first Combat Crewman's
Badr-es were awarded to Sergeant Major L. A. DuBrey, the Battalion Sergeant
Major, and SP5 Buster R. Timberlake, crew chief for the Battalion Commander's
Command and Control aircraft. These were the first awards of the many
Combat Crewman wings and Combat Aviator wings that have been earned by mer-
bers of this Battalion. Wear these wings nroudly.

SUEMARY OF CIVIC ACTIONS

During the week the 145th Aviation Battalion Ho & Hq Det continued its
plans to expand Civic Actions in the surrounding communities. Three thousand
pounds of Viet Cong captured rice was donated to the parish through the chief.
The parish, in turn, will distribute the rice to refugees who are unable to
provide for themselves. Tn this category there are many blind, incapacitated,
ill, and elderly refugees. Anproximately one hundred adults and children
observed this demonstration of good will ihich will do much to foster the
Vietnamese-American Relations. On Sunday, several officers attended Catholic
hass at the refugee village, and surveyed the school needs. Pictures were
taken, and information gathered to sernd home in an effort to solicit home
towm help.

The 68th Aviation Company was active in the civic action area by evac-
uating two hundred and fifty eight ARVN dependents and refugees on four
different operations in as many days. One of the evacuation operations was
from a village recently over-run by the Viet Cong on two separate occasions.
Incident to the movtment of the dependents and refugees, 12,000 pounds of
foodstuff, and personal belongings vcre moved.

This week the 74th Aviation Company obtained volunteurs, written material,
and classroom spaces to teach Conversational English classes to Vietnamese
children in Phu Cuong, two afternoons each week. Two volunteers are aiding
a Regional Fbrcos Platoon in construction of new living quarters in Phu Cuong.
The Platoon presently lives, with dcpendents, in two crowded buildings. The
officers and men donated condfnsed milk, fresh milk, canned hams, and orange
juice to a local school to supplerwnt the children's diet. For construction
at the school, five bags of cemnt wure donated.

The 118th Aviation Company was active in many areas of civic aff&iJrs.
The officers o.k' the 118th Avn Co donated thirteen dozen .'DixieCups" of ice
cream to the Biein Hoa Orphanage. The celebration was a complete surprise to
the children who gave their hardiest thanks. It will be a lonE time be wmow ftb!
this act of rpn5rosity is forgotten. The company vlso donated the following
list of itums to the orphanage: Flour, sugar, cases of canned food, soap
for persor1 use, baby ni ht shirts and assorted children's clothing, salt,

cooking oil, powdortx milk, and a few toys of various kinds donated by rola-
tives from thu States. Doctor Altomonte donated another six hours work at
the Leper Colony on Sunday. SP4 Amisano again donated time each day this past
week to tciching thu children on Cong Ly Street English at nj-ht. The classes
are approximately IA hours long and rucently a couple of thu Biun Hoa Nztional
Police also attondod.

The 118th Aviation Company, in the course of their operational missions,
tr:-nsported a totol of 250 lbs of medical supplies and dressings and evac-
uated tun civilians from Da Thelgon area because of injuries and tuberculosis.



Despite the fact that the 197th Aviation Company was engaged in moving
from Saigon to Bison Hoa, the coq0any s i _l found timu to accomplish civic

actions in their support of the An Lac Orphanage. The company has already
explored the possibility of supporting a boys farm in the Bien Hoa area
that i.s affiliated with the An Lac Orphanage. Two cases of body soap were
donated to thu orphanage. This soap was a gift from people of the State
of New Hampshire, in rcsponse to a rucuest for support. The officers and
mcen donated: rice, dried beans, cases of cherries, cases of dehydrated
potatoes, cases of dehydrated eggs, cases of egg noodles, cases of J0110,
a case of orange juice, a case of cocoa, and approidnmatcly 20 pounds of
clothing.

A/5Olst Avoation Battalion was acIive in the area of community re-
lations and education. On 24 Irch, 1500 pounds of Viut Cong captured
rice was donated to the CAtholic orphana& of Bien Hoa. Also a convrsa-
tional English class w:s taught to the National Police of Bien HOa.

HORST K. JOOST

Lt Colonel, Inf
Comanding
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SU111RY OF OPRATIONS 25 KARCH TIMUGH 1 APRIL 1966

Business was slow this week. Operations consisted of coarmn size
or smaller elements of the 145th Aviation Battalion conducting indepemvient
or reinforcing operations.

The score for th? 197th Aviation Company is one sampan sunk and two
damaged, and two V.C. structures destroyed. During this period the company
moved to its new home at Bien Hoa.

From 25 March through 27 March, the Battalion provided aircraft in sup-
port of norma- III Corps (ARVN), II FFORCEV a.d 1!CV missions.

On 28 March, the 68th Aviation Company employed nine troop carriers and
six arm ed helicopters to air assault with 454 CIDG troops into three landing
zones in the vicinity of TAY NINH. The same troops were extracted on com-
pletion of the raids. Offensive firing highlighted the "Tiger" Company
operation with a result of twenty seven VC structures destroyed, twenty
":.-e damagpd, and two sampans sunk.

Company A/501st returned from a four day reinforcement mission in the II
Corps area. The company got its first taste of operating inciependently under
field conditions. M[any lessons were learned fron the move while conducting
operations in an envirorrient where density altitude conditions were normally
at 5000 feet. Employing ten UH-lD troop carriers and five UH-lB arned heli-
coptcrG, 669 troop and nine tons of supplies were lifted in sixteen co:bat
assaults and one extraction.

On 29 March, the Battalion responded to a rapid reaction request from
III Corps (ARVN) to airlift elements of the 5th ARVN Division into an arca
northeast of PHU CUONG. The mission was to socuru three palTots of 105,m
howitzer arxraunition that had botn jettisoned from a G-123 aircraft and to
prevwnt t- ar .nition from falling into V.C. hands. Company A/5Olst, ro-
inforced by onc troo)p carri.r from the 68th Aviation Company and tree armed
helicopters from the 118th Aviation Conpany, duparted thne stage field and were
ready to pick up the -round elements at Phu Loi, ono hour after being alerted.

4 -



A total of one hundred and eleven troops, were landed on tuo landing zoroe

anine miles northeast of PU CUONG.

On 30 Karch, Company A/5Olst, kxploying eight UH-1D troop carriers and
two a-miid helicopters, airlifted ninety-nine troops of the 1st (US) Infantry
Divis.on -from Bien Hoa to a landing zone fifteen kilometers north of Tan Uyen.
In the afternoon the ccqmpany again supported the 1st (US) Infantry Division
by lifting two hundred and seventy-two troops in five assaults from Bear Cat
to a landing zone twenty kilometers voutheast of Bear Cat.

On 31 Miarch, Company A/SOlst reinforced the lst Aviation Battalion, 1st
(US) Infantry Division with seven troop carriers and airlifted one hundred
and ninety nine troop in five combat air assaults from Vung Tau to a landing
zone three kiloneters east of Phu 1y.

During the week the 74th Aviation Company conducted the following tasks:

Sorties

Visual Reconnaissance 87

Radlo Relay 22

Forward Air Control 1

Surveillance 42

Cormiand Liaison 16

hscort 49

Artillery Adjustment 47

Logistics 9

On 26 liarch the 74th Aviation Ccpany celebrated their first anniversary
since activation. During the one year period they have set a coixendable
record of 22,438 flying hours, consisting of 15,503 sorties. Congratulations
and continued success.

Operational sttisties for the rotary wing aircraft of the Battalion for

this wuuiK1s ptriod rUu .s follows:

Total Sorties 5004

Total Flying Hours 1495

Passengers Flovm 4865

Operational statistics for fixed wing aircraft for the Battelion are
as follows:

Total Sorties 333



Total Flying Hours 519

The 145th Aviation Battalion has eine to sea. We now have a task force
of gunships which are operating with the U.S. Navy wJtrA the mission of pro-
viding aurial fire support for naval pa.trol boats operating in the river and
delta areas to destroy the Viet Cong and to secure shipping lanes, At pre-
sent two aimed helicopters operate from the deck of the Seventh Flcet Dock
Landing Ship U.S.S. Belle Grove. The team wok.. developed between the Army
helicopter crew and the Navy landing tenas is something to behold when a
helicopter is launched and landed.

The helicopters were first Landod aboard the vossol on 25 March. The
first rapid-ruaction was called on 26 IParch, to assist the Krine Landing
Force during operation JACK STAY in the Rung Sat Special Zone. The opera-
tion consisted of directing an axbush party from t he air to imove to a safe
area, and to escort a rive-r pftrol boat employing Underwater Demolition TL-1:s,
On 27 Larch, the gunships were Lunched to escort medical evacuation petrc:
boats. Also on that day the fire team was launched to support a swift be:..
that was attcked by V.C. g nfiru. The fire teaam cxpended twenty four roc: tz
t.nd 5,000 rounds of 7.62 caliber -jition zinst thu VC Exound fire.

Captain D. R. Brofor is the Project Officer and commander of the guns>:,
task force. This project will soon be expanded ary1 all companies will pro .1.1-
crews a nd a ircraft for the Task Force. The Army crews are enthusiastic about
the duty and I was plased to have the Captain of the U.S.S. Belle Grove tell
mc that he has worked with the Army on nunerous occasions but he has never
mvt a more gmg- ,cission-oriented group of Ar. y people as these gun crews.

In t! e field of training,a projt.r,: has been initiated by the Batt-lion
in the adjustment of artillery fire. The goal is to have every rotary wing
.nd xcd wing :-viator proficient in the adjustmont of artillory firus.

St RERY OF CIVIC ACTIONS

The 145th Aviation Battalion Ha and Hq Det conducted its biggest opera-
tion to date, in the area of Corarunity Relations. 30,00C pounds of bulL ur

wheat wero obtained from the Catholic Relief Society throWuh coor(inati r

,with the III Corps G-5. The bul~ur was transoortud to the Bui Vi:,h r L'U"

vilaLe during a two day operation. This don.tion consitute1 the " Ks
staple for approxivtely 2000 refugees for one month. The boluur I- be

distributed to the needy by members of the Hq and Hq Det -nd rlbe,:: of the

coM7:uity under the supervision of the GVN. A fund was established' jy the
Battalion Hea douarters to provide money for approxima.tely 60 school children
to attend the elementary schoolp and also buy school supplies. Contributions
receive( on parch 31st 'iounted to 17,000 piasters, enough to sustain the
pro; u for the rerining school year. 2000 pia.sters were turned over to the
Parish Chief for 1arch -rd April. In the area of commundc tion, 150 pounds
of books, nim-azincs ',nd leaflets weru obtained through JUSPAO and donated to

the Bui Vinh refugte center. These materials will be used to stock a ru;ding

room an, vwil contribute to the psycholorical wrfa-ro effort.

In arddition to normal missions the 68th Aviation Company evacuated or



relocated 119 ARVN depumdents and refugees on four separate operations.
11,500 pounds of pursonal belongings and, foodstuffs were also trnsported in
conjunction with these movements. In coordination with the Korean Hospital,
four Vietnamese civili-.ns wore transported from Phu 14y to the Korean Hospi-
tal for surgery. Aircraft returninL from normal missions provided this
transportation. On thu spot first aid was also adinistcrel by a gunship
cruw, on a normal maission at Vo Dat, to two mall children with severe cuts.

The 74th Aviation Company was activu in the areas of Community Relations,
Sanitation, Health, and Construction. The officers rind men donr.ted 20 cartons
of dixi( cups to the Phu Cuong school. In addition, 1 ca.su of tooth paste
was donated to the school chil6'ren along with instructions for its use. To
volunteurs continued to assist a Rofional Forces Platoon in the construction
of n,-w living qu rters.

The 118th Aviation Company was very active this week in civic action
activities. Armed elemonts evac.ted two injured children nd one woman from
a village over-run by the Viet Cone, thus ioving their lives. The Officers
aLnd men dIonated the followine to the Bien Hoa orphanage: Brown euga., pow-
dered soups, assorted Jams, canned vanilla ptrdding, raisins, corn beef, can-
ned beef, peanut butter, egg noodles, white rice, powdered milk, boxes of
clotaing,:and toys. Doctor Altomonte wxde his weekly visit to the Leper Colony
and treated fifteen patients for common illnesses. A project was also corn
ploted at the orpha-age to improve the sanitation of the toilet area. SP/+
AMisans again hold Convurs:tional znglish cl, sses for the local residents of
Cone Ly Street. In addition to norm:al missions, the .irmobile eltments re-
locatud approximately 50 refugees from a Viet Cong controlled outlying area
of Song Be to a New Life Hamlet in Song.Be.

The 197th Aviation Compny was busy this week completing its move to
Din Hoa. However, on 25 Mrch the hore of one of its Vietnamese uMployees
was completely destroyed by fire. The 197th immediately resporxa by !ona-
ting food and clothing for th,. famIly and construction material for a new
house. In the area of commerce the unit has provided umployment for approx-
inately 20 local Vietnamese in the Bien Hoa are..

A/5Olst Avia.tion Battalion, Ulthu-h cn an operational mission near Bin
Lc Thuot for mnst of the period, czntinucd its ,Convers .tional English cliso
for thu Nationn.l Police of Biun Hoa. R1present .t1s of the compaqy virited
a Montagnard vY]i.lue in the operation area when it was l.-rnd! that the
villagers would not luavu the villa~e to hunt and fish because of ti r f r
of the a',rmd 1ha op~s. This visit diL. much to fost r Victnw -,m ric:.n
rda~tions.

HORST K. JOOST
Lt Colonel, Inf
Coma n ing
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VIETNAkeSE OOQIMUNST RGADIZATION

The Viet Cong Nilitajr and Poiitical apparatus in South Vietnam is qn
extension of the Communist hilitary and Political structure in North Vietnam.

Political direction and control of the Viet Cong is supplied through
the Central Committee of the Lao Dong Party, which is the Communist Party
of North Vietns led by Ho Chi linh. The Central Committee, in turn, issues
directives through its Reunifit ;ion Tipartment to the Central Office for
South Vietnam or CO6. COSVN is the headquarters of the Viet Cong move-
ment in South Vietnam and is located in T Ninh Province near the Cembodian
border.

Under COSVN are five regional units plus the Special Zone of Saigon-
Cholon-Gia Dinh. Each haa a Regional Committee which is responsible for
liaison, propaganda, training, personnel, subversive activities, espionage,
military bases and the like. Below each region arc similarly organized
committees at the province and district levels. The villages and hamlts
which comprise the bottom of the structure are organized into par4ty cells
based upon geography or upon social or occupational groups. The development
-f the party ahit and the extent to which it operates openly is determined
primarily by the extent of VC control over the area concerned.

An elaborate propaganda screen Las been devised to influence world
opinion and to hide the Communist direction of Viet Cong activities. The
National Zfont for the Liberation of south Vietnam was established in 1960,
to create the illusion that the aggression in South Vie 'nam ib an internal
rebellion, by many groups, against the established government. To carry the
illusion further, a ikeoples's Revolutionary Party was organized in order to
explain Communist prpsence in the Front and to make it eppear that they are
only one of the se'.eral affiliated orgabizations in the Front,

However, th. NFLSVN must be recognized for wnat it isiand thErcfore, il
official usage, w,; do not give it status by using the term National Liberation
Front or National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam.



L key element in the Viet Cong effort is an elaborate organization in
Hanoi called the Central Research "gency or CRI.. The CRA handles the North
Vietnamese intelligence effort on a worldwide scale, but the main focus of
its attention is South Vietnamn, Insidethe Republic the intelligence not-

work is quite extensive and includes the supervision and handing of agents,
Supplies, equipment, and communicat*i s. karty and military intelligence

units work closely with the CIL.. Taken as a whole, the North Vietnamese
intelligence operation in support ofthe Viet Cong is one of the largest of
its kind in the world.

The military activities of the Vict Cong are the responsibility of the
Inistry of Defense and the high command of tkt North Vietnamese rmyp under
close supervision from the Lao Dong Party and in coordination with COSVIT.
The five military regions and the capital zone are the same as those of the
VC political organizRtion. The militnry strunturc of the Viet Cong is an
integral part of tb- political machinery that controls every facet of the
VC activity in South Vietnam. Each political headquarters has a military
component which controls day-i3-day military operations. Similarly, each
military headquarters has a political element. This meshing is designed to
insure the closest cooperation in support of the total Communist mission.
It also guarantees political control over the military. Thru COSvN, and
its associated wilitnry hoadquarters, Hanoi directs its principal military
units and their operations in the South.

HORST K. JOOST
Lt Col In

1 Inl Commanding
Diagram ,Vietnamese Communist
Organization
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SUN4ARY OF OPERATIONS 1 APRIL THROUGH 7 APRIL 1966

The 145th Aviation Battalion made great strides this week in demonstrating
that Army Aviation is a significant and vital part of combat operations in defeating
the Viet Cong in Vietnsa.

Evidence of damage to the Viet Cong from this Battalion' s efforts is obvious
from this weeks score board: Nineteen V. C. killed, thirty-nine estimated killed,
three wounded prisoners, thirty-three V. C. structures destroyed and twenty damaged,
eighteen sampans sunk and forteen damaged, and one truck destroyed.

One of the major efforts this week was the aviation support of the 2nd Brigade,
25th (US) Division during operation 'CIRCLE PINES" from 30 March to 4 April. All
units of the Battalion provided support, however, 11Sth Aviation Company was assign-
ed mission responsibility. The area of operations was to the north of a line runn-
ing from Cu .Chi to Trung Lap and to the Saigon River. This operation was a classic
example of how aviation should and should not be employed. Some significant less-
ins were learned. The most significant being that Arn Aviation can't be dispatch-
ed as taxi cabs to perform a mission. Close coordination and understanding must be
established between the aviation unit commander and the support ground commander,
and the individual pilot must know the current situation. It was discovered that,
during the initial days of the operation, aircraft that were being assigned to
support the Brigade on a single mission basis were being subjected to enemy fire
when lifting resupply to forward elements. This fire ranged from single shot
sniping to medium and heavy automatic weapons fire, In an attempt to bring order
to this situation, Major Underwood, Commanding Officer of the 118th Aviation Company
was assigned the mission to support the operation until termination. Troop carrier
aircraft and gunships of all other companies of the Battalion reinforced the 18th
Aviation Company during the remainder of the operation as required. By close
association with the command and staff elements of the supported Brigade, the
aviation commander was able to advise how and whore to best use airlift ond aerial
fire support. He was also able to study the eneny fire techniques and take appropri-
ate counter measures to protect the aircraft and incur maximum damage to the enemy.
At one stage of the operation the Brigade was supported by eleven troop carrier air-
craft and fourteen armed aircraft* By the euployment of appropriate tactics with
gunships against enemy ground fire, hits on troop carrier aircraft were considerably
reduced a U the score of V.C. kills mounted. After the aviation leadership, advise
and ug~e-nt was established, the supported Brigade enjoyed the type of support
that aviation is designed to produce.



Also, no aircraft stood idle this critical resource was fully used. Within these
few days, aviation was employed s followst Lift supplies from the support base to
forward employed elements; commard, control and liaison for commanders and staff;
radio relay; armed escort of ground columns, reconnaissance by fire in advance of
ground coluins; armed escorts for troop carrier aircraft; preparation by fire of a
landing zone; reconnaissance and marking of a landing zonie; airlift of troops in an
airmobile assault; armed reconnaissance of a river and aerial fire against V.C.
river traffic; armed aircraft strikes on targets designated by forward ground elem-
ensts which were too close to friendly troops for tactical air engagement (some
strikes were 100 meters in front of friendly troops); and medical evacuation of

wounded. What started out to be an operation where aviation was piecemealed to
support the Brigade for occasional missions, turned out to be a well coordinated
operation in which aviation was effectiv6ly and economically used and contributed
significantly to the success of the operation. This reversal is due to the fact
that an aviation unit commander was assigned a mission and he felt the resporsibil-
ity toward that supported unit. That personal responsibility in fact kept his
company maintenance working overtime to come up with several more aircraft available
,for missions than programed.

A summary of the result achieved and resources employed for this operation is

shown below:

118th A/SOlst 68th 197th TOTAL

Total Flying Hours 253 77 45 33 408

Total Sorties Flown 913 26 132 26 1097

Total Tons Cargo 90 19 7 116

Passeners Lifted 879 273 4.0 1192

Medevacs 17 3 2 1 23

V.C. Structures 10/5 2/2 !/5 4/6 23/18
destroyed/damaged

V.C. Sampans 3/10 0/0 6/7 0/0 9/10
destroyed/damaged

Total tasks Performed 1197 341 90 32 1660

Rounds expended

7.62rm 55,000 10,000 16,000 24,000 105,050

40mm 500 0 80 50 630

Rockets 234 28 52 98 412

V. C. KlA Confirmed 5 0 0 4 9

Estimated 10 3 3 15 31



SDuring the week the 1l7h Aviation Companyo operating on independentb missions
(eacluding the iupprt rendered In the operation desdribed above) chaimed eight

S sampans sunk, four sampans damaged, ton V.C. structures destroyed, one truck dest-
r0 yed and three V.C. killed.

The combined effort of the 145th Aviation Battalion conducted an operation in
support of Operation GREENE EFAGLE in the Tay Ninh area on 5 April. This operation
consisted of conducting an air assault of 200 CIDG troops into an area to establish
security for an artillery support base. 105m howitzer artillery was then airlifted
by Chinooks into the secured base and artillery registered. The next air assault -

consisted of lifting 710 CIDG troops into two landing zones for the conduct of a
search and destroy operation. This air assault was highlighted by the employment of
tear gas dispensed by helicopters to create a barrier to an avenue of approach into
the landing zone. After the tear gas was dispensed, offensive fire was conducted
over the tear gassed area by dropping oixty Iim nortor rounds from a h1icopt er and
by firing armed helicopters and machine guns from troop carrying. aircraft. The lire
power accounted for four enemy confirmed killed, three wounded prisoners, and a
possible four other V.C. killed. Later in the day the assaulting force was extracted
and reemployed in another airmobile assault against a suspected V.C. location.
During this operation the 197th Aviation Company was also credited with thren V.C.
killed and an estimated four ViC. killed from the results of strikes placed against
enemy ground fire.

On 7 J;il, the 68th ,iviation Company conrducted an airmobile assault with 190
RF/PF troops in an area 15 kilometers south of Hon Quan.

The 74th '.viation Company performed the following tasks during th period:
Tasks

Visial reconnaissance 100

Escort Ifissions 40

sychological warfare 3

The armed aircraft task force of tia Battalion, operating with the Navy, has
been designated Task Force Sea !.olf. At present the task force is operatirq aboard
the U. S. S. Belle Grove in the Rung Sat b-ecial Zone. During the week these gun-
ships provided forward air control sup"ort for Navy tactical air strikes, cscorted
friendly :a).trol boats and LST' s and L(CM's during the U. S. Marine Corps extraction
from the Rung Sat Special Zone, conductAI night and day reconnaissance, which loca-
ted a V.C. 'bunkcr nn1. tunnel cori-aux, W, conducted strikes on eneny psitions and
sampans. WJith a result of one sam 'an dvstroyed and twe structures damaged. A gun-

ship also evacuatud a uounded Vietnamese Marine.

Training in rtillery adjustmnt fr..m :n aerial latfonn has been initiated
by the Battalion this week.

The op-erational statistics for the period are:

Rotary 'Jing:

Total Sorties 4428

Tota-,l Flying hours 1404

Passengers 5421



Fixed 7in-:

Total Sorties 329

Total Flying hours 556

The following awards were received by the Battalion:

Distinguished Flying Cross 6

Bronze Star "Valor" 1

Air Medal ,,Valor" 11

Army Commendation Medal 3

Purple Heart 10

The following promotions were received:

Capt to Major 2

E-2 to F-3 U

E-3 to E-4 3

E-4 to E-5

E-6 to E-7 1

SUNM&RY OF CIVIC ACTIONS

The Hq & Hq Detachment donated 4500 pounds of rolled wheat, candy and caned
goods to the Bui Vinh refugee center.

The 68th Aviation Company evacuated r relocated 114 kRVN dependents and
refugees in the Vo DAT, XUAN LOC area. 10,000 pounds of personal belongings and
foodstuffs were airlifted concurrently with the dependents ard refugees. Final
coordination was made at Can Gio by representatives of the 68th Aviation Company,
in an effort to begin several projects in that community.

The officers and men of the 74th Aviation Company distributed coolaide to the
children of the 5th ARVN Division Dependents School at Phu Loi. In addition,
coolaide, orange juice, candy and cookies were donated to the HIET BINH 11, School.
Lt Ebert and Sp/4 Montey conduc*ed a conversational English Language Seminar for
the faculty of the HIJT BINH XL., School.

The 118th Aviation Company evacuated twenty-five refugees from a 25th Inf Div
operational area. Armed elemnts medically evacuated five Montagnards from a
V.C. controlled area to HON QUAN. As a result of this evacuation, intelligance
was gained, and later the same day armed elements made strikes based upon this
intelligance. Here is 4nother example of an immediate pay-off of Civic Action
efforts. Donations to the Bien Hoa Orphanage this week consisted of a large
aumunt of foodstuffs, assorted toys, plastic baby bottles with nipples, and cloth-
ing for infants and children. In addition, the following items were donated to

2Y2?
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the Catholic Orphanage in TU DUC: Preserves and jellies, peanut bitter, tooth

paste andwrushes, and assorted childrerls clothing. Doctor Altomonte made his
weekly visit to the Leper Colony at TA0 UYEN and treated twenty-five patients.
Doctor Altomonte also dona+.ed medical supplies to the Bien Hoa Orphanage in an
effort to improve the health and sanitation level. S-/i4 Amisano continued his
conversational English instruction each day this week to the children of Cong Ly
Street and several Bien Hoa National Police.

A/5Olst Aviation Battalion was active in Refugee Assistancej, Transportation,

Education, and Community Relations. On 6 April, airmbile elements evacuated 125
refugees from near the Cambodian border to Bien Soi. The refugeus, mostly women
and children, had been rendered homeless by a search and destroy operation.
Transportation was also provided for the Bien Hoa JUSPAO representative, Mr. Martin,
in support of pbychological warfare activities. The officers and men made the
following donations: 1500 pounds of rice to the Catholic Orphanage, and 17,478
piasters to a private Bien Hoa school for the purchase of school supplies.
Conversational English classes were conducted for members of the Bien Hoa National
Police.

OT K. JOOST
Lt Colonel, InfCormandig
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VC TUNELS, FORT IFIC..TICIS, C2,&S

Information in this report has been compiled from reports from 1st
Infantry Division.

Fortifications, base camps, storage areas, and tuninel complexes us-
ually form integrated systems. Size, configuration, and elaborateness
vary according to the number of people using the complex, the iportance
and function of the complex, and the probability of having to defend the
complex. Defensive systems usually have tunnels and trenches for escape
and for shifting defense forces. Sleeping quarters and command posts are
centrally located underground. i. water supply, either a stream or well,
is readily available. Frequently wells are dug in underground rooms or
tunnels.

Entrances to underground systems are well camouflaged. Some systems
have natural foliage embedded in concrete trap doors. Others use animal
mounds or ant hills as entrances. In populated areas, entrances are fre-
quently hidden under fire places, in charcoal kilns, in animal stalls and
in storage huts.

Tunnels and underground systems are usually well ventilated. In
large tunnels ventilation holes are often the shafts which were dug to
help extract dirt during construction. iir shaftsare quite often filled
with bamboo and sticks and other material which forms a porous fill. This
allows the air to pass w~iile preventing trie shaft to be used as an entrcncu .

hO RST K. JOOT
Lt Col Inf

15 Incls Commanding
Diagrams of VC Tunnels,
Fortifications and Camps
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HELICOPTER TACTICS

1. On a recent operation of the 145th Avn Bn, over a period of five
days it became apparent that the VC in the area of Cu Chi were welU trained
in anti-heliborne tactics. A large number of aircraft were hit and several
men were wounded. Most of the aircraft hit were wither on low final approach
or had just taken off. The VC have an extensive tunnel system in this area
and are well dug in. They also have overhead cover and it is difficult to
detect then from the air. In one instance there wre three cal .50 MGe
within a 6 KM radius in a triangular shape that opened fire on an aircraft
at 25001 and continued firing until the aircraft was over 50001.

2. There are several sound principles which can be followed to reduce
the chance of an aircraft being hit. In areas like Cu Chi troop carrier air-
craft should never operate at less than 2500 ft unless accompanied by an
armed escort, At low level an aviator's best defense is speed. On approaches
to the same LZ alter the approach from tine to time.

3. The 197th Avn Co has twelve cardinal rules that apply to armed air-
craft. Most of them also apply to troop carriers. They are proven as effect-
ive tactics.

1. Do not overfly the target.

2. Do not fly in the deadnan zone without a reason (100t-10001).

3. Never fly the 180 degree wing position.

4. Always assume that the area is hot.

5. Always make a high reconnaissance.

6. Never fire until you hviw the friendly forces located.

7. Never fly parallel to terrain features.



8. Avoid firing over the heds of friendly troops.

9. Expend only when you have a worthwhile target.

10. Always know the situation.

11. Tak- your tine.

12. Brief your elements to a man.

4. Corzmanders, remember, an avittor must be briefed on the tactical
situation and his mission to be effective. Detailed coordination with the
supported ground unit commander will help to clarify the enemy situation.
Use all the protective measures avialable to you. If gunship escort will
increase the probability of mission accomplisrnent - use it.

Above all, avoid flying over known hostile positions if you can accom-
plish your mission.

"First In Vietnam"

HDRST K. JOOST
Lt Colonel, Inf
Commanding
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SUMMARY OF OPEATIONS 8 APRIL THJOU1G 14 APRIL 1966

On Easter Sunday the 145th Aviation Battalion, reinforced by elements of the
l1th Aviation Battalion, conducted an airmobile assault, emplo.Ting 489 troops of
IKE FORCE, III (ARVN) Corps approximately 25 kilometers South of Bien Hoa. The
force was landed in three lifts. It was planned to extract thc force on the foll-
owing day, howuver, at 1445 hours this Battalion was alerted and responded to a
rapid reaction request to extract the force imediately. Aviation was recalled
from other missions and assembled for the extraction which was completed by 1905
hours.

On 11 pril, the Battr!ion returned to the Cu Chi area to surport the 25th
(LS) Division. A jolly tip can always be expected when operating in this area
and we were not disappointed. Over 500 troops were employed ir an airmbile
assault of fcur lifts ten miles northwest of Cu Chi. No artijLery or tactical
air preparation was used on the landing zone due to the proximity of a village.
As the first elements approached, the gunships mr~r king and reconnoitering received
moderate automatic weapons fire. The gunships returWd the fire, allowing the
troop carriers to land. Light enear fire persisted throughout the assault with
the result of four aircraft being hit. The Battalion's gunships continued to
provide cl so in fire support to the gEound elements after the completion of the
lift.

For the last two days of the period, the 145th Aviation Battxlion supported
the 173rd Airborne Brigade in conducting eight airmbile ass.ults and two extract-
ions in the Song Be area.

The gunships of the 197th Aviation Cor~any again added to the toll of Viet
Cong destruction. In one action, gunships responded to a call from an Air Force
forward air controllcr who spotted Vict Cong in the cpen near Duc Hoa. The
gunships engaged with a result of ton confirmed dead Vict Corg. The compnny's
total score for the week is three sarpans destroyed and five damaged, five
structures destroyed aW. three dzu-arged, u ten onfirrmo 'Viot Cong killed and
six ustimated killed.

The 74th Aviation Company flew 142 visual reconnaissance a 39 escort
missions during the period.
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Task Force Seawolf continued t: operate from the U.S.S. Belle Grove
in support of Naval cperticons in the Runc: Sat Special Zone. Their activi-
ties consisted of givin< r.nd alrcr ft orientation flights to river
patrol boat ccmanders, conducting dylight ,nd night visual reconnaissance

of the river areas, conducting airstrilkes against Viet Cong targets, and
flyinr ccver for patrol bc,.ts. On two cccasions Task Force &awolf was in-
strumental in stopping Viet Ccn, attacks a~ainst friendly villages by repeat-
ed firing runs *a: inst the be-siegers. The total score fo'r the Task Force for
this period is cne sampan destroyed and two amaged, and two confirmed Viet
Cong killed and four estimated killed.

Operational statistics for the period re as follows:

Rotary Wing:

Total Sorties 40

Total Flying Hours 1640

Passengers 60t0

Fixed Wing:

Total Sorties 393

Total Flyin Hours 605

Training<:

The oirmcbile companies. cf the Battalimn are conducting in-country ori.-

entaticn briefings and flights t aviatcrs of the 25th (US) Aviation Battalion.

Awards:

The fdllowing is a recapitulatic cf awards receivwd:

8 April - 14 April nc I January 65

Distinizuishcd Service Cr-ss 0

Silver Star 0 !5

Lerion of erit 1 3

'isting-'uished Flying Cross 2 120

Scdli.rs Medal 0 9

r.rnze Str "Valor" 0 26

Bronzc Star 1 95

Air Medal "Val r" 4 277-.,

1 Air Medal. 0 9,86 -

3<|



-Array Comendatiori Medal "biealrll 0 50

hrmy Cocmmendation Modal 8 286

Purple Heart 3 186

*It is worthy cof note that tbsc 9,763 lir Mcedals reprcosent in excess Cof

3751875 combat flyin:g- hours by mcomb~rs cf this Battnlionl

SJPMIRY OF CIVIC AIMCNS

On 14 April1, the HQ & HQ Det-ehment, 145th ;1viation ?.attalion dona!Eted
3000OVN piasters to purchase school furniture for a self help cunstruction
prcject in the Biii Vinh Parish. in the- psy-war effort, thirty pounds of read-
in,-, material were; placed in the community reading room.

The 68th Aviation Compa.y was active in the area of transpo-,rtation. On
12 April, an airmobile element medically evacuated a wounded child to Bien
Hca Provincial Hospital for immediate medical attenti,-n. In ardiJticon, the
crmoilany evacuated or relo cated 62 AMIN dependents and refugees -znc! 2500 pounds
cf personal bclcno_:ians and foodstuffs in the course cof n .rmal missions.

In the area of Community Relations, the officers -ncl men of the 74th
Aviation~ Company donated a c,.se of fresh eggrs to Re-ional Forces dependtents
on Easter, 500 pounds of cluthing co llected by thtz Washin.-.tcn State_ Hig-hwa'-y
Patrol to the Duc Eca Refuge_,e Center, and fcdstuffs to an employee with a-
recent derth in his f amily. 590OOVN piasters wore turnu.-d over t; the Phu
OlcnF corphanage foer the purchase of sup-, -lies an:- matrials.

The 118th .viaticn Compnny made sicnificant contributions in the civic
actions field in su-ncrt of 25th Division operations a Cu Chi. Airmo'bile
elements medically evacunter! .a tctal of' 15 GVIN civilians to medical facilities
at Trung Lap. In additio.n, 1P-Prcxim~tely 50 refu 7ces ware evacuated from scarch
and destroy areEs to the Cu Chi District Headquarturs for immediate rcfui-ee
aosistance. The officers an't men donaite) over 1000 pounds if fo~'dstuffs,
9 boxes of assortked clcthir.7 'n sanitation items to the Bui Vinh Rafugiete Cen-
ter, an:! the Bien Hoa Orphanage. Captain Cuoper personally lon-ted 1200 pen-
cils inscribel 1'Fr'm an eerican 3Sddior of the 118th Aviation Company' t, to
the Bien Hca an)-_ Bui Vinh School Chi 41lren in a friendship ;-csture-. Sp/4
',,misano crnlucted English classes for t~ic residents of C'on,:- Ly Stroot. Doc-
tor L~ltocmonte treated approximratcely thirty pa,.tients and local civilians 4uring,
his wookly visit tr. thc Taqn Uyen Loper Colony. Doctor U~tcmcntuls effort 'It

Tan IUyon were cited1 by the District Chief as a major^ contributicn in thu pacifi-
cation effort in this Viet Ccong influenced area.

The of ficers an) men of the 197th [wiaticn C. mp '-y docnate 1 00 pocunls f
clothino! and health and sanitation items t( the An Lcc Orphanag-e on EaIster
Sunday. An armed clement of the comTpany branched out in the ccomunicatio_.ns
ficl.- when it dlroppedl psy-war lea--flets in the Run Sat Special Z.nc a-t the ro-
que~st of tho NHA BE District Chief.

This week, A/5Olst hviaiticn Dattalio-n acptcd limited. sitcnsrshif 1-f the
Bui Hiop Rufuoee Center. In a.Yiti n, 9 refu,,ees wuzr evacuated. in th 11."m



. IM area by airmcbile elements .n 11 April. Ten Bien Hoa National Peli,.-e
attended the week'ly ccnversaticnal En,.. ish class cndnucteO by members of the
unit.

HOR 3T K. JCOST
Lt Cole-nel, Irfantry

~C mmanding

DISTRIBUTION
D

[p7



HEADQUARTE S
1I5TH AVIATION BATTALION
APO San Francisco 96227

AVAW-F 23 April 1966

Commander's Combat Note
Number 19

SUARY OF OPERATIONS 15 APRIL THROUGH 21 APRIL 1966

Long iA need of praise have been a nuimber of aviation activities which
are not necessarily glamorous or receive much recognition but which are all
important to the mission accomplishment of the 145th Aviation Battalion.

The first of these is the support provided to us during each airmobile
operation by Captain Thurman, Operations Officer, 56th Transportation Com-
pany, and his aircraft recovery crews. During this month alone he has recov-
ered three downed UH-1D aircraft out of hostile territory. Each recovery has
been performed under duress but with such efficiency that in no instance did
it interfere or detract from the airmobile mission. Our higheet praises to
this unit.

Another unsung activity is the constant cover we receive from the 57th
Medical Detachment (Air Ambulan-e) during airmobile operations. They are
always overhead when needed. In a recent Battalion operation. one helicop-
ter ambulance received eight hits while evacuating wounded U.S. Forces.
They always come back for more.

Our own 74th Aviation Company is constantly aloft to provide radio relay
service, weather advisory, visual reconnaissance and air afid artillery ad-
justments during airmobile o erations. These aircraft spend many long hours
over the objective area. They are the first aircraft over the objective area
and usually the last to leave after the operation is completed.

The next activity is that of cur Battalion Pathfinder Detachment. This
Detachment is commanded by Lieutenant Grover D. Westfall. It precedes the
troop carrier aircraft into the pickup site to organize and control troop
loading and aircraft landing for pickup. During an extraction, these per-
soinel deprt the extraction zone after the list uround elements are air-
borne.

The 145th Aviation attalion supports the III (ARVN) Corps with heli-
copters on a daily basis. Every company in the attalion receives a turn
at this duty. In thE performance of this duty aircraft are dispatched
througnout the III Corps area, and engage in a variety of missions. Locally
te brand these as "Pigs and Rice" missions, the name being derived from
the requirement to frequently haul these commodities. These missions are
administrative and tactical in nature. An example of some administrative
support: This Sunday a helicopter was used to lift Post Exchange supplies
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and operate as an airmobilo PX to fourteen extremely isolated posts which are

inaccessible by road in the II Corps area. Religious services are conducted
in this manner to isolated posts. Daily mail and courier flights are made
to all posts in the three division tactical areas. Helicopters are used to
resupply the ARVN forces located on a number of high pinnacles in the Corps
area. These outposts exist only by helicopter resupply. Popular forces per-
sonnel and oco"icnally their dependents and belongings are transported to
new locations. A helicopter pilot flying these missions cannot allow him-
self to becme shook about what he may see being loaded in his aircraft.
Other administrative tasks are to transport advisors to these remote outposts,
the only contact they have with the forces at these locations.

The tactical missions for the Corps consist of providing armed helicop-
ter fire teams daily to each of the three ARVN divisions. These teams are
used to conduct strikes against Viet Cong locations, provide escort for road
convoys and aerial reconnaissance. Psychological warfare loudspeaker missions
are flown by troop carrier helicopters, supported by a fire team. These mis-
sions can always be counted on to prompt a reaction by fire from the Viet
Cong. Another tactical mission is the delivery by helicopter of Recondo Teams.
This week, three Recondo Teams were employed br this Battalion into Viet Cong
suspect areas. Gunships cover these deliveries.

Daylight and night reconnaissance is made around the Bien Hoa Air Base
complex by a fire team. The senior advisor of the Dong Nai area credits this
continuous surveillance as a major contributing factor to the security from
Viet Cong attack that the Air Base has enjoyed.

Now for the airmobile operations conducted this week.

On 15 April, Company A/5Olst kviation Battali supported the 173rd Air-
boime Brigade by conducting two airmobile issaults and four extractions. A
total of h25 troops were lifted in twelve lifts. Enemy ground fire was re-
ceived in the landing zone.

On 16 April, the 68th Aviation Company, support;d the 2d Brigade, 25th
(US) Division by airlifting 126 troops in two aiimobile assaults, northwest
of Cu Chi.

Company A/5Olst, continued to support the 173d Airborne Brigade, by
conducting six airmobile assaults witv 3 3 --aops of the First Royal Austra-
lian Regiment in the vicinity of Song Be.

On 17 April, A/501st supported the 173d Airborne Brigade by conducting
five airmobile assaults and one extraction in the vicinity of Song Be. A
total of 367 troops were lifted.

The 145th Aviption 9attalion conducted an air-nbile operation on 18
April for the 25th (A.VN) Division, ten kilometers N'1orthwest of Tan An.
This operation demonstrated some problems in coordination and control when
an unscheduled, uinannounced and uncontrolled airstrike with White Phospherous
ordnance struck the landing zone immediately prior to the time of the troop
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landing, Aircraft were diverted for forty-five minutes until the smoke in
the landing zone dissipated. A total of 510 troops then assaulted four land-

ing zones. During this operation, armed helicopters of the 68th Aviation
Company engaged a squad of Viet Cong with a result of three kills estimated.

Company A/5Olst again supported the 173d Airborne Brigade on 18 April,

by conducting ten combat assaults with 563 troops in the Song Be area.

On 20 April, the l15th Aviation Battalion supported III (ARVN) Corps
CIDG Forces by airlifting 570 troops in four air assaults out of Song Be to
two landing zones thirty kilometers east of Song Be. One highlight of the
assault was the first employment of the XM-31 2Omm cannon sub-system in a
combat operation. The system is currently being tested by the 197th Aviation
Company (Armed). It consists of 2 - 2Omm cannons which are flexible in ele-
vation, mounted on each side of the UH-lB helicopter. This weapons system
was used for the helicopter prestrike of the wooded areas surrounding the
landing zone. The assault was uncontested.

Also on this date, the 118th Aviation Company supported the Capitol Mili-
tary Region by conducting an airmobile assault with 100 t:'oops ten miles south-
west of Saigon. Later in the day this force was extracted.

On 21 April, the 68th Aviation Company departed for Vinh Long to rein-
force the 13th kviation Battalion in support of the IV Corps (ARVN) for a
three day period.

The activities of the 197th Aviation Ccmpany while operating on separate
gunship missions accounted for seven Viet Cong estimated KIA, four Sampans
sunk and two damaged, and seven structures destroyed.

The 74th Aviation Compmy (FW) performed the following tasks during the
period:

Visual Reconnaissance 102

Escort Missions 76

Photo Missions 2

Operation Sea Wolf moved into Phase II this week by assembling armed
helicopters and additional crews and support personnel to outfit another nav-
al vessel. Personnel are undergoing training to land on LST decks at this
time. Also the U.S.S. Belle Grow is being replaced with another LSD. This
Battalion received a message this week from Commander and Captain of the U.S.S.
Belle Grove Naval Task Force 116 which praised tho Sea Wolf Operation. An ex-
tract follows: ..."In addition we must doff our hats to the highly capable Army
helo pilots who so rapily integrated into their fire team support role and
who so admirably carried out their assignments. Their quick adjustment with-
out any hitch to night and day flying from our helo and super decks was test-
imony to their outstanding professional competence. Shipmated in every sense
of the word their presence will be sorely missed. However we depart secure

t in the knowledge that fire team support of the river forces will be in the
best of hands. Please -onvey to USMt.CV and the Commanding Officer 15th

IJ



Aviation Battalion our "well done" to Captain Brofer and his fine crews for
a truly superlative performance."

Operational statistics for the week are as follows:

Rotary Wing:

Total Sorties 4332

Total Flying Hours 1480

Personnel Lifted 5803

Fixed Wing:

Total Sorties 402

Total Flying Hours 538

Pprsonnel of the 25th Aviation Battalion continued with their in-country
flight training*

Awards received by the Battalion this week:

Distinguished Flying Cross 1

Bronze Star "VaJ.or" I

Air Medal "Valor" 8

Air Medal 166

Army Commendation MS 4

Purple Heart 1

At a brief ceremony on 19 April 1966, in Bien Hoa, Honour-Smith Compound
was dedicated in memory of Lt. Colonel Charles M. Honour Jr., formerly Battal-
ion CoTmander of the 1.5th Aviation Battalion, and Captain Albert M. Smith Jr,
formerly Battalion Assistant Adjutant.

After Chaplain (Major) Hugh N. Barnes conducted a short memorial service,
Briadier General Robert T. Knowles, Chief of Staff II Field Forces V, and Lt.
Colonel Horst K. Joost, Camanding Officer of the l15th Aviation Battalion,
unveiled a large sign at the gate of Honour-Smith Compound. Honour-Smith Com-
pound, previously known as Cong-Ly Comlex, houses parts of three separate
units, II Field Forces V, the 145th Aviation Battalion, and 232d Signal Can-
pITny.
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SUARY OF CIVIC ACTIONS

The Headquarters and Headquqrters Detachment donated soap to the nearby
Refugee Village School.

The 68th Aviation Company re-located 12 refugees, 23 ARVN dependents, and
2600 pounds of peraonal belongings. A company delegation was sent to the fish-
ing village of Can Gio. The party took along a donation of soap, tooth paste,
clothes, toilet articles, school supplies, and miscellaneous items which were
obtained by Captain Gore from the American Legion in his home town. Four en-
listed members have volunteered to teach English classes and a medcal aid pro-
gram is being planned.

The 7hth Aviation Company continued its activities started last week.
English classes were taught to children in Phu Cuong. Volunteers aided a Re-
gional Forces Platoon in construction of new living quarters in Phu Cuong. Offi-
cers and men donated more condensed milk, fresh milk, canned hams, and orange
juice to a local school to supplement the children's diet.

The 118th Aviation Company was active in many areas of civil affairs. Fif-
ty pounds of clothing was gathered and donated by the Officers and Enlisted men
of the 118th Aviation Company and distributed to the refugee center at Binh
Vinh. Captain Glenn R. Weber donated Vietnamese ice cream cones to the local
children at Hung Trung Province while on a joint service operation on 19 April
66. These children were combat refugees and were greatly taken by this act.
Sp/h Amisano conducted conversational English classes for the eighth straight
week on Cong-Ly Street. His classes now range to 25 students or more counting
the Bien Hoa National Police attending. The Officers of the 118th Aviation
Company, contributed donations to the Bien Hoa Orphanage of the following items:

lankets, towels, infant playsuits, toys, soap, tooth paste, talcum powder,
tooth brushes, hair brushes, combs, baxcs of clothes, adhesive tape, childrens
shampoo, boxes of crayons, coloring book<s, surgical soap, infant shoes, and as-
sorted childrens clothing and a good supply of food stuffs. The Company also
made donations of food stuffs and clothing to the Tu Due Orphanage. Doctor
Altamcnte made his weekly visit to the Tan Uyen Leper Colony and treated twenty
patients and local civilians.

The 197th Aviation Company provided additional support to the An Loc Or-
phanage in Saigon by donating 1000 pounds of rice and a case of One-a-Day Vitamins.

Ai5Olst Aviation Battalion's Officers donated 6,755$VN piasters to rpurchase
school furniture for a self help project at 3ui Vinh Refugee Center. Thre
volunteers ccnducted a two hour conversational English class for forty residents
of Tam Hiep. This was followed by anothur class or 21 April 66 for approxi-
mately fifty residents. Six bags of cement and several types of school supplies
were donated to Tam Hiep. A USAF Lieutenant was transported to Due Tu for co-
ordination with thc, District Chief in making a short film about refugees. A
new project was begun by making initial contact with Due Tu Sub-Sector Chief
and Tam Hiep Hamlet Chief.

HCIRST K. JOCST
DISTRIBUTICN: Lt. Colonel, Infantry

"D"1 Commanding
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PEMANCE ON GUARD

In the past few weeks there have been two cases in "hich members
of this Battalion fell asleep at their posts while on guard duty.
Both of these individuals were tried by Special Courts Martial and
received sentences which included six month confinement.

I want every member of this command to be aware of the gravity of
the act of sleeping on guard post. A sentry is charged with the
security of life and property. He must realize the responsibility
entrusted in him and carry out his duties accordingly.

The insidious enemy that confronts us is constantly waiting for us
to let down our guard. He strikes at complacency and avoids vigilance.

All members of this command must be imbued with the awareness of
the fact that the enemy is constantly seeking to inflict damage to
our forces with the object of reducing our combat effectiveness.

Complacency will not be tolerated by any member of this Battalion.

Lt Col Inf
Comnanding

DISTRIBUTION:
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Commander's Combat Note
Number 21

SUIMARY C' OPERATIONS 22 APRIL THROUGH 28 APRIL 1'16

This week I wish to praise the outstanding work performed by our maintenanr
detachments which have month after month kept the aircraft of this Battalion
flying several thousand hours over the program. These units are the 3 lst
Transportation Detachent, supporting the 68th Aviaticn Company; The 563d
Transportation Detachment, supporting the 74th Aviation Company; The 573d
Transportation Detachment, supporting the 118th Aviation Company; The 571st
Transportation Detachment, supporting the 197th Aviation Company;, ad the 151st
Transportation Detachment, supporting A/5Olst Aviation Battalion.

During the period the 145th Aviation Battalion conducted one airmobile
operation involving all companies of the Battalion. The other operations consisted
of copanies of this Battalion reinforcing other aviation units, companies
operating independently to support ground combat units, and daily III (ARI) Corps
support. The 197th Aviation Company continued to conduct numeroue Lightning 3ug
and other aerial fire support missions, while the 74th Aviation Company provided
fixed wing support to U. S. and AR'V" Forces in the III Corps area. Operation Sea
.olf continued to strike at the Viet Cong in the Rung Sat Special Zone,

Company A/5Olst continued their supporting of the 173d Airborne 4rigado in
the Song Be Area on 22 April, by conducting; an assault and a subsequent extraction
with 7L troopers.

On 23 April, the 68th Aviation Company returned from the IV Corps Areap where
they supported the 21st (AR11N) Division for two days. Durinr that time they
conducted seven combat assaults and one extraction in the Vi Thanh area. Two
-arcraft wore hit by enemy fire.

This was a busy day for the 118th 1viation Coml-any, conductini two airnobile-., rations for III (,ARVN) Corps. The first operation consisted of irliftin;, two

T.C Companies, one fom Dien Hoa and the other from Done Xoai to an Lrca thirty
dlomcters east of Sent De. Also liftcd were 90 CIDG dependents. The secnd
:*T-ration was initiated by the company when they responded to the requirement to
rclocate the 5th (ARVN) Reimnent to Son- De. In ten lifts the company relocated
Ii50 tr-oops, the last portion bein- conducted duriwg the hours of darkness.

The -th Aviation Company and Company A/50lst supported the 1,t (M3) Infa.ntry
>vidjon's operation "I.4[INGAIM on 24 April. These companies airlifted 5l troeps

" ivo air,1,bile assaults morthvest of Tay Ninh. Enemy ground fire acco.unted
'r four airraft beine ,hit.



The 118th Aviation Company responded to a rapid reaction to support the
Capital Military Region by eXtracting 120 ARVN troops from a site 10 kilometers
east of Saigon. In order to respond to this mission it was necessary to recall
the aircraft of the company from a variety of tasks and locations within the
III Corps area. From alert to mission accomplishment one hour and forty minutes
elapsed.

On 26 April,. ten armed helicopters of the Dattalion flew in support of MACV
directed missions. Company A/5Olst supported the 25th (ARVN) Division by airlifting
96 ranger troops in two combat assaults in the vicinity of Duc Hoa.

On 28 April, the 145th Aviation Battalion supported III (ARVN) Corps' portion
of operation DIRMINGHAM, by airlifting 1406 troops of the Airborne (ARVN) Division
in four combat assaults thirty kilometers north of Tay Ninh. In a subsequent
action., 280 ARVN Rangers were airlifted in one combat assault north of Tar Ninho

The armed helicopters of the 197th Aviation Company accounted for five sampans
.. sunk and one damaged.

The 74th Aviation Company conducted the following fixed wing missions for the
periodt

Visual Reconnaissance 85

Escort Missions 77

Radio Relay 16

Artillery Adjustment 86

Forward Air Control 4

Command Liaiso n 70

* Command Staff Liaison 7

The activities of Task Force Sea Wolf for the past two weeks consisted offlying armed aircraft support for river patrol boats in the Rung Sat Special Zone
supporting, the Nha Be (Headquarters) and Soi Rap-Long Than River Areas. The armed
helicopters operate from two naval vessels at this time! they are the LSD Tortuga
and the LST Floyd County. The armed aircraft flew a total of 82 hours for the two
week period accounting for an estimated 10 Viet Cong killed and two sampans
destroyedo On 26 April, the U. S. So Tortuga was visited by General Vestmoreianc,
CCMM34ACV and Admiral Ward, C(MNAWAORC, at which time they were able to witness thO
armed helicopters in action.

The operational statistics for the Battalion are as follows:

Rotary wipZ

Ttal Sorties 4723

Total Flying R-urs



Total Passengers 6263

Fixed Wing

Ttal Sorties 40

Total Flying Hours 585

Trairning

Training in the conduct of night airmobile operations or, platoon and company
level progessed as operational committments permitted.

The awards received by members of this Battalion this week are as fo2lowst

Air Medal for Valor 31

Air Medal 144

Purple Heart 8

This week this Battalion was awarded its 10,000th Air Medal since January 1965.
The 10,000th Air Medal was awarded to Specialist E-5 James Bryant, (Crewchief)
Headquarters and Headquarters Detachnent, 145th Aviation Battalion.

CITIC ACTICN

This Battalion should be proud of the dynamic civic action program that it is
promoting. Many worthwhile and lasting contributions are being made that are vivi
demonstrations of the motives of the United States Forces in Vietnam. Each unit
of this Dattalion feels a responsibility for a segment of Vietnamese Life and each
active participant obtains personal satisfaction that he is doing just a little
more than he was expected to do. In transacting all civic action projects through
GVN province officials we are assured that the need for assistance is vaLid and it
strengthens the tie of the people to the goverment. We are thankful for the
generous assistance that we have received from a number of wives, families, and
organizations in the United States in the form of contributions. I an certain th.at
their efforts are well rewarded by observing the expression of gratitude in the
face of a bare-checked-behind, Vietnamese youngster receiving a good set of clothc >

On 26 April the Headquarters and Headquarters Deta&nent, 145t Aviation
>attalion donated 2715VN piasters to purchase school furniture for the self help
construction project at Bui Vinh, In additi)n, a water truck with driver support..'
the school construction project for three days. Thirty pounds of clothine rcceiv,:.
from suporters in the United States were distributed to sixty refugee families in
-ui Vinh. Chaplain Darnes distributed approximately 400 pounds of foo:dstuffs an!
sanitation items at the Don Bosco oys school in Saigon.

The 68th Aviation Company was active in the area of transportation. Durine
the week, airmcbile elements evacuated and relocated 86 refugees and. ARIVN deperlent-
.nd 50(X pounds o foodstuff and household goods,
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The officers and men of the 74th Aviation Company donated approximately 300
pounds of foodstuffs to the 5th ARVN Division dependents. In addition, the officers
donated 3 cases of sor.p to the chilren at Thu Dan Mot through the local GVN
official. Members of the 4th Platoon accomplished an mergency medical evacuation
of a refugee mother and daughter to the Phu Cuong Hospital.

The 118th Aviation Company donated foodstuff, clothing and sanitation items
to the orphanage, evacuated refugees at Song in and was active in the Health &
Sanitation, and Education fields. The officers and men donated 2000 pounds of
foodstuffs, and 200 pounds of clothing, cleaning products and medical supplies to
the Dien Boa Orphanage. Sp-4 Amisano conducted conversational English classes for
residents of Cong Ly Street. Airmobile elements evacuated 37 refugees on two
separate occasions from search and destroy areas to refugee centers at Song De and
Duc Hoa. Doctor Altomonte treated approximately 25 patients on his weekly visit
to the Tan Uyen Leper Colony.

The 197th Aviation Company continued its support to the An Loc Orphanage.
Thirty pounds of clothing received from supporters in the United States, and two
cases of soap were donated to the orphanage. Sp-5 Geary, a medic, gave on the
spot medical aid to include a tetanus shot to a Vietnamese National who had stepped
on a nail. The officers assisted the orphanage in obtaining water during this
critical Period by providing a punp and an opertor to fill the reservoir at the
orphanagee

A/931st Aviation Battalion accomplished a variety of tasks in the ir support
of i Ff}iep refugee center. At the request of the Chiefs a truck was provided to
transport building material for the self-help school project. Conversational
English classes were conducted on the 25th and 28th and as a result of the interest
generated, classes will be given four days ' week starting 2 May. In additLcn,
airmobile elements evacuated a total of 50 refugees from a search and destroy area
west of Tay Ninh.

K. JOOST

Lt Col Inf
Commanding
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CO~nznadert s 'Combat Note

Y-umbter 22

_1'_Q OF " 29 :QPRIL 5i~C- 5i?.Y 16

This 'ue1 ' th 145th .vi -tion t~~nProvided co~ib~t !-vi tion su.)o.rt
to eveir ;q::jor U.S. .nd AAPN unit located in the III Cor,s -)re--..

On 29 A.pril, the 118th Avir,,tion Conp-ny suoported the 1st Irnf.mrtli
Division by -irliting 460 troops5 in sCen cicOrAb assnaults in the vicLnity
of Tay L.inh.

"I'he 68th Avi-tion Cor.:ny siap'orted the 25th (~)Division by rair
liftin _- 210 troopS *md 1.5 tons of carg o.

On 30 A-.ril, tie l4.5thi kviation EAttn'lion su;mi-orted III (bAFRMTY) Corps
with one. : irnibjle co, :)-ny, the 25th (U3) Division Aith thre(,e -.ir,.obile
eo;p.-nies, -rid V.CV i-Ndti- fteer -.nlied helicopters. Durinp, t*..e o-yar.1 ,tion
of the-se ormed h1licoptes- in the -tunS. aIt Sp,;ci:. Zone, a~ li,,'ht fire te.-.-
received enemy fire -a.d retrliattd wiJth .- strike i.;hch resulted in destroy-
ing- five smnp. ns arid d~rIm~one,, and killing,, two Vlc~t CorEg. Ca rgo on4

s~asdestroyed wa~s observed to be web er uijxer ,rixd steel helmnets.

On 1 1"ay, t.,,F l~sh Aviation Co~aor'.y '~nsu-:nrted tae 1st U.5. Divi-,.q
ion by ex~ractin, 190 troops from~ . loca.tion 30 kiloneters north of '.-y Ainh.
The e Arc-tction iwas cont ested b,,, the or esay.

in the s -me Eenerd,, -.rea,, the 68t , vi-tion O,,n-, >nv su',n.orted the
2 5t'h: (AVYT) Div-Jsion by repositioni,, troo is a nd sunpLies.

The .97t ~vtion( jr, perforiJa a !ission in theit ..xm{ 3Srt
Specia l Zone, sfrnk tw.%o smen, aet oyed one Viet Conr_7 structure cuid dcm-
-Eed four uthvrs. O0c.rAting for the 5t (.12T-) Diviso, nt.rlih

fire team of the company destroyed 25 Viet Cong structures which resulted in
ach ieinlre eodrexlsn. During this strike the fire team leader
overheard a radio transnission from SpeciciJ Forces troops opeinting in the
vi6iniity, st.,,tink tha t t.:ir sunply of -foo'd, w-A~.r, nhd .'nmuniA~jn-nw.-s
exhausted. The team 1&.der hpvine, f inished his assigned mission, diverted
his gunship to haul 3000 pounds of supplies to this force. Results: Anothtzr
-.viation mission accomplished, and a ground commat element rendered cormbat
effective.

On 2 1 '',y 66, t-he 118th AviAion Company again operated in the Tay 'Ninh
area i support of the 1st (US) Infantry Division by extracting 30?0 troops
in six lifts. Ene.y sun~l .,,nns fire was encountered during the extraction.



The 68th Aviation Company supported the 25th (ARVN) Division in the Tay
Ninh area, by repositioning 164 troops a.;nd 23 tons of cargo.

On 3 Lay, the 145th Aviation Battalion employed one aviation company
in support of the III (ARvr) Corps administrative and supply missions, one
company in support of the 25th (ARVN) Division, and one compary in support of
the 25th (US) Division.

The largest operation of the week was conducted on 4 May, when the
Battalion, reinforced by Company A/82 Aviation Battalion supported the 173rd
Airborne BrigIe in the conduct of an airmobile assault in Wrx Zone D, northwest
of Tan Uyen. Two airborne infantry battal 4 -ns of 1382 troops assaulted three
landing zones in seven lifts. Although all three LZ' s were heavily prepared by
artillery, tactical air and armed helicopters prior to the landing, enemy small
arms fire was received during the assault landing.

On 5 Kay, two airmooile companies supported III (ARVY) Corps missions, and
one company remained on alert to support the tactical needs of the 173d
Airborne Brigade.

The 197th Aviation Company had a full day by providing five light fire
teams and one heavy fire team to support KkCV requirements, and one light fire
team in support of the 10th (AITVIT) Division.

During the week, Company A/5Olst Aviation Bttalion provided the bulk of
the III (ATVN) Corps achinistrative and supply support.

The scoreboard of damage inflicted on the enemy this week by the 197th
Aviation Company shows: fourteen sampans destroyed and three damaged; twenty-
six structures destroyed and four damaged; and five Viet Cong killed by air.

Certain dwmage was inflicted on the enemy from the gunships of other
companies and from the offensive fire technique during assault landings, however,
the extent of this damage cannot b( verified.

The 74th Avi:.tion Company (fixed wing) missions performed during the
week were:

Visual Reconnaissance 38

Escort 23

Radio Rel,y 3

Artillery Adjustm~nit 43

Forward Air Control 2

Conmmna Support Ii.aison 3

Command Li-ison 45

Combft Observation 20

)'I



/ Operation Sea 'Toli'

Ca ptain Charles '14 "7illbnPs has replacud Ca7ptain Brofcx as Conrm..nder of
Task Forcf, Sca I-Iolf. Gpapt, in rroP..c, will be le-,aving soon on rota7tion. I wish
to comend him for his outstanding efforts in orga.nizing the Task Force and
crea-ting an effective combat aviation unit that is providing auripal fire; support
for the U,, S. Navy.

The operations of the Task Force this wteek in th, ; Rung Sat Specxial Zone
consisted of providing acrial reconnaisspnce; medical evacuation; overhetad
covur for naval swift boats; strikefs against Viet Cong conetrat ions, snmpans
and installations,

The scoreboard for the week is:

Possible ViA. Cong 13A 1

Sams Destroyed 2

3trvucture:s Destroyed 2

Structures Dnujg .-d 2

The, otcerationrl st-tistics for aircraft ,): fommnrce for th . 3,Atlion
this weetk -rm as follows-

Rotc-ry Wing

Tota l >ortius 3705

Total Flying Koirs 1128

Total.. R-ss en~urs 3896

Total SortiLs l 3

Tota l Flyin[g Hours 20

Training, in thet firing of the, 20rrmn -.,teans syst,z~ continues. Thc; 197th
A"viation Corno-ny is tr Ain6 in conjunction wIth Air Forc,.. forward 'ir con-
trollers in ti4e usc of nil ht vision dtcvim-s for detuctinr, ta-rg(.ts - I.d devtel-
o,)nr,, tuchnixues and proctxiures for ngi ta-rte~ts ,.t iiigh. The -Ltalion
Pathfinder Detachmen~rt is training, with the, glide slope device to develop
technicues .,I-ed A im~proviin the nPnttc.M.onsI cc'pbiitie.s to conduct rlight

;:-iT. obil- Is, .lts



TJhe off ic .rs -,i-d :::oQn of "h, 68th :1vi;--tion Comprriy don ',tcd clot1aing, so, pIand school sup1j to-n Gio. ,Urniobile Elemo. nts of thu comp7.ny ev- cua-ted 40 rofuL~cs -and ..rVix dkendw.r~s, and rirlifto;d 1500 pounds of T,-)rsone.1
bulongings ;and foodrctufl's on two sJrtooPer~tions.

The 74th ,virtion Cora-Yny &-.vi two b- skets of flowers for a Mkxorial
service to the Phu Cuong hos-oita.l. "'he officers -rid i~yn dona)tvd 220 -)ounds
of foodstuffs to the widowTs of tUhQ 5th '.1IT Division Dupendtrkts -ind 500
pounds to thu,; ?hu Cuong 0p-.ae

The offictrs -rid .i .n of thr; 118t' h Lvi: tion Col'.Iny Jan-ted 600 -.oounds
of fooy ,stuffs : .nd -. vriuty -if childrcns clothinE (230) 1.)ounds to the Eer
ip-, Orphnnage,. ''ni).e on na Oo7 (ra-tionrl mission ,rith tho 1st Inf7.ntry Division,
the comp.m.y me-ss fo d 100 childr--n A rations for r% two da-,y iiriod. The
children had been.r disO1! ctd as a rzsvit of starch a-nd dustroy opu r" tions

an wre awAitinE r,;.loca tion -ssist-.nco. Doctor Ltomont,; trcatted 25
p.-titents ,,t the T,-n ty,.n L,..pur Colony. In nZ~diti-on, twou officars -iom-

y.idDoctor '.ltorfontt ; on his visit ,,.nd distributed food -and clothint. to
th;e Tyxtiknts. SP/A Ainiscno initiated aRnthiur class of coi~vrs-.tional b~nglish
for thL residents of Cong-Ly Street. ~.rDieelunterts evacu7.to.d 25 refu-
giits Prnd 2100 pounds of o ersonJ-. b,1on.inL-,s fro- .n outlivir. rxua to Xun
ZLoc. Li$Oi -Alef 6u- pies acr lso airlifted from Duc !To,, to the; Cu Chi
-re-- for r A'ugt;u ,%ssist-.rc(,.

Thu 197th '.vi tio)n rCoe-),ny coi-tinutd thuir si:L*)-jrt ,)f the '.n Tac Orpha~-t
a gc in 3:.ion a-nd .;x-,rndfd tL-h~ir romt.) includu the. .n La c ~rhn~Far:XM in
7ien Hon 2rovincu. 700 pounes of foodstuffs ,jre donated to th f~rii, and
4500,4TVi -iastcrs we-re doin. t-ed to theb orphanage in S-digon. wa-ter puoip a nd
0prKtor worc. provided to tlie ;.n -4 -.c farpi 1'hich purlpcxl over 3000 ga:llons of
~w.te-r to allour showe(rs -,nd' othe.r hygiene; measures" thet. first ir. SeVur.-d
:.ont ts. Doctor BE,-utto. inil-t:td a -.-idicaL,1 ga t A- providod -ssistxic
for 58' i atio.,s .co- eid by two Ur Force.; doctorso hu dro)ve to-. Vinh
Lon[;, -,-heru the:y ;.'.ied%-d treft(d ovur 200 Vi-tnjaese(-3 of a:l gu1 On
1 F-y Doctor Ealette excainud eachr child A th .n I;a c Onra n3 1yh
returned ith two nurses frai the 93rd Z v,cu2,.tion Hoso)it--. arnd tro7,t d 183
children. On 4 1 .-y Doctor 7:. lottce spent the 7,fteritoon at th(. iAn ^ac Orphan-
r.&e in S .iepn wheru hc; trea tud ovur 20J children.

V/501st '.viation r'Ltt,,lion conducte d four (4) two (2) hour oznvurs-
tionnl tnglish cl.asses for thu, residents of .uill ie;p. The cl-ss cinsistcd
of poo~mtel f-'ftiy (50) students each. A.rP.ob:Jel eluaunts eva.cua ,tud

HIORST E<. JOOLST
It Colonel, Inforitry
Cozmit rding
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Th -. e tot-;. flying hurs f'or 0~ unt fts Btlonortemonth Of
April are 'P.s follows;

68th Aviation, Conmprny 194w

118th Aviationi Company 2167

197th Aviation Comany 1573

A/5Olst Akvintion Fattnlion 1.595

74th Avin.tion Comp~iy 2
9823

It is of interest to note thi'.t t is totolJ rt 'resents 21 53 hours flown
over th& prograai.

~.W.rds an Decorations:

ZON 'rho h-&h*'i~hts of thte =.-rdo and decorations re ui v ed this week we.ru
Cosixtesn Vietn~iese Crosses of GaciJ-intry which were presttd by 114.Jor Gon-

oral LuLan, Commindint, GenbrnJ. of the 10th (Vi)Division, to rambers of
the 197th kvi!:tion Ccmnyly. U6ib.t of th&o iric-d-%ls wtura with Silvor Str.r, sand
eight rAth Bronze St.r d'eviccs. The awvrlz were .3resentAA- for the !'ctions
of two liglt fire tnson 22 Fobr.ry 1966, conducting repe&ttA strikes

~42ntthe uay in suv.,port of ARVZ ground1 oworations nuo' Tanh-Lirhp
B3in-TL7 I Province.

Spocital recognition'is ,-ivbn this wadc to -Ml the si~xa do~,tn! ients
of this Btrttrlion. Comniw~.tions -.re the lifes blood of airmobile operntions
and all nvi-:tion activity. The avionics nnintenrmce personnel are a vital
cog in i~aility- for fin.ch unit to function *t-f:ectively. lch of, these u~nits
hs.s brfoarmd with i£xcbptione±1 distinction:

282nd Sign~zl Detac~rieit

320th Sifim.1 Dataclment

198V- Sigiw.J Datactlycient

94th Sigr,-vl Det-nchrnent

Keep up the good workc.

CIVIC n'CTI0N

On 5 I',9y thf, Headquarters and Hrl~dqu-.ters Dtachrient, 145th L.viEtion
, -ttraion don---tt. 2OO0$Vt: pia stbrb to . wovide clunernt.lry school ftes for
amproxim .taly si.ty (60) refugee childrin for the iith of 1Vcy. In ~4cdition,.

trns-portf.tion wr-s --rovidor.;. for. the Due IN District Vitn~ieso Inform~tion
Sorvice Re-oresent'ttivu Aio visited an outlyin& rxerb for' th(b puirpose of
psycholog~ical w.rf-,.re Activitios in.nd to deliv~.r 400 pounds of roJlief supplits.


