UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER
AD391957
CLASSIFICATION CHANGES
TO: UNCLASSI FI ED
FROM: CONFI DENTI AL

LIMITATION CHANGES

TO:

Approved for public release; distribution is
unlimted.

FROM:

Distribution authorized to U S. Gov't. agencies
and their contractors;

Adm ni strative/ Operational Use; 25 APR 1968.

O her requests shall be referred to Ofice of

t he Adjutant General (Arny), Washington, DC
20310.

AUTHORITY

AGO DYA I tr 29 Apr 1980 ; AGO DA Itr 29 Apr
1980

THISPAGE ISUNCLASSIFIED




SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this repoit applies
to cach page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF

{Is CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as "#n any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented iavemt<on that
may in any way be related thereto.




[

!.

) ’M

CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

" JPLOAC SFOR D

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (19 Jul 68)

i
BOR/OT-RD-68X023 ) 5 August 1968

- 4 /6 QL rewsrs Liromed
10D /Battalla e Aruuf%] Operatien BAN ME_THUO'?, i /WW)Q/,

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Re

~ SEE DISTRIBUTION

5 3 1 O the revsiation of its

1. Subject report is forwarded as inclosure for yeview and evaluation

Y

in accordance with paragraph 5b,

vl

:', C y»
L[§ 5

1 Incl
as

DISTRIBUTION
Commanding Generals
US Continental Army Command

US Army Combat Developments Command - 9 g N
[ ] "'"""r“ 210 firp

Commandants
US Army War College

US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army Adjutant General School

U8 Army Air Defense School
US Army Armor School

US Army Artillery and Missile School

US Army Aviation School
US Army Chemical School
US Army Civil Affairs Schoeol
US Army Engineer School
US Army Infantry School
US Army Intelligence School

mMlb03 150)

AR 525-15,

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appro-
priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during gurrent
operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material.

la iBR OF THE _SECRE'IARY OF THE |

e ——————————_

'u ?@M

e — _

s

i

|

The Adjutant General

& "‘“.

@5115

Lo

| K

D (;

Regraded unclassified wheh separated

from classified inclosure.

CONFIDENTIAL

}ﬁ?ﬁTgegérﬁf% @025 H,o)‘b Lg

7

EETY

o




CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 3D BATTALION, 6TH ARTILLERY
APO 96318

AVGG-BA-OP 25 April 1968

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

THRU: Commanding Officer
52d Artillery Group
APO 96318

TO: Commanding General
I FFORCEV Artillery
APO 96318

1, Identity: Task Force 1/12 operations near Ban Me Thout.
2. Dates: 03500H March 1968 to 2218C0H April 1968,
3. Location: AO Wainwright Darlac Sector.

4, Command Headquarters: 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry, 4th Infantry
Division.

5, Reporting Officer: Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery.

6. Task Organization: 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division,
Headquarters, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery (-).
Company B, 1st Battalion, 69th Armor (3 Mar-8 Apr 68).
Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery, 105mm SP.
Battery B, S5th Battalion, 16th Artillery, 155mm SP,
Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery.
Company D, 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry (18 Mar-3 Apr).
1 Platoon, lst Battalion, 10th Cavalry (8 Apr-22 Apr).

7. Supporting Forces: 6th Battalion, 40th Artillery (one section).
242d Radar Detachment, 8th Target Acquisition
Battalion, 26th Artillery.
Met Section, 8th Target Acquisition Battalion,
26th Artillery.
Search light Section, lst Battalion, 29th Artillery.

a. The radar detachment was very effective. The section performed ad-
mirably during the mortar attacks on Ban Me Thuot. The section accurately
located hostile mortar positions on two occasions which allowed ARVN units
to react to the attack. The section performed several high burst registra-
tions for the Task Force. The section was stationed at Ban Me Thuot City
airstrip near the 23d ARVN Division Headquarters and was equipped with a
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Radar Set AN/IPQ-4. MNightly the scdtion was assigned a zone to scan by the
23d LRVN Division headguarters,

b. The 6th Battalion, AOth .irtillery assigned two M-42 4O mm dusters to
the task force, The M~42's were used for convoy and perimeter security through-
out the duration of the operation. They were called on to fire during the mor-
tar attack of 8 april 1968. [hey rcturned rapid and accurate fire on suspected
enemy mortar locations,

c¢. The hetro detachment operated from Ban Me Thuot East. They: gathered
and distributed metro data 4 times daily. The section performed effectively
and accurately throughout the operation.

d. The searchlight platoon from the lst Battalion, 29th Artillery func-
tidned effectively throughout the operaticn. The platoon conducted infared
reconnaissance of the perimeter nightly. Due to the fact that the task force
perimeter was never probed, the section's value was never well tested,

8. Intelligence.
a. Enemy Situation Prior to Operations:

(1) 32d NVA Regiment.
(2) 33d NV& Regiment.
(3) 301 LF Battalion.

b. Enemy Disposition Frior to Operations:

(1) 32d MV. Regiment in and north of the lewal Plantation.

(2) 33d WVi Regiment approximately 1CK northwest of Ban Me Thuot.
(3) 301 LF Bettaslicn operation southwest of Ban le Thuot.

(4) 401 LF Battalion with 33d Hegiment.

c. Enemy @2ituation Prior to the Operation:

(1) 532d and 33d NVn Regiments wers attempting to link up prior to
attacking.Ban Me Thuot.

(2) 30L LF Battolion was conducting mortar »nd harassing attacks
southeast of Brn nhe Thuot.

d. Enemy Capabilities Prior to the Operation:

(1) Eneny had capability to conduct rmlti-regimental sized attacks.

(2) Inemy had capability to stage mortar, rocket, and recoilless rif.o
‘attacks and ground attacks.

(3) Defend base arwas with regimental size forces,

(4) Employ mines, booby traps and ambushes,

(5) Withdraw using delay tactics,

e. Resume of Operations:
2
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(1) On 4 March 1968, the 33d NVA Regiment was located west of the
Mewal Plantation, Two battalion, believed to be the K101 Battalion and another
battalion of the 32d NVA Regiment had occupied the Mewal recently.

(2) On 5 and 6 March the 23d ARVN Division conducted operations in the
vicinity of grid AQ7814 to AQ8014 to AQ7818 to AQB8016. Two Battalion of the 45th
Regiment (ARVN) had contact on 5 and 6 March., On 6 March an air observer from
the 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery received ground fire in the area of contact in
the vicinity of grid AQ825135, and in the vicinity of grid AQ812135, The enemy
wus engaged with rockets by the pilot and one enemy was killed. On 7 March a
POW reported the hcadquarters of the 32d Regiment was located in the Mewal
Plantation. Another POW, a private from the 33d Repgiment reported that his
company strength was from 40«50 men and that the regiment has lost approximately
40 men in the battle for Ban Me Thuot, IHe stated that the 33d Regiment's mission
was the attack of Ban Me Thuot. The POW also reported a base camp area and hos-
pltal in the vicinity of grid AQ8440. It was believed that the 32d and 33d
NVA Regiments were manenyering for an attack on Ban Me Thuot,

(3) On 11 March a large number of intelligence targets in the Mewal
Plantation were attacked by US artillery. These targets were intended to disrupt
lines of communications and movement of the 32d NVA Regiment. An enemy location
in the vicinity of grid AQ810210 was taken under fire., Results: 1 NVA KIA.

(4) On 12 March an air observer from the 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery
received B8CC-1000 rounds of automatic weapons fire. He identified the fire as
being of heavy caliber, This confirmed the enemy's location in the Mewal. A
weapons cache was reportedly located at AQ864363 and it was taken under fire by
US Artillery and a secondary explosion was reported. NVA AA guns were report-
edly located in the vicinity of grid AP872948,

(5) The period from 13 to 19 March was largely a time of surveillance
and reconnaissance. The special agent reperts indicated gradual movement of
the 32d Regiment to the northwest, while it was believed that two battalions
of the 33d Regiment moved northwest to the vicinity of grid Zv2220.

(6} On 20 March the base area cf the K-3 Battalion, 33d NVA Regiment
was located at ZV2420. This unit is believed to have been hurt badly by the
Task Force 1/12 and artillery. A heavy contact materialized which resulted in
7 US KIA, 23 US WIA and 41 NVA KIA, 2 NVA CIA. The POW's stated that they were
members of the 33d NVA Regiment. The following day, 21 March, Company A, 1lst
Battalion, 12th Infantry observed and took under fire 11 NVA resulting in 5 NVA
KIA. They also discovered a company base camp and captured ammo, weapons,
clothing and medica! supplies. A POW from the 3d Battalion, 33d NVA Regiment
revealed his base camp area in the vicinity of grid Zv227188. He said another
battalion was located & kilometers west of the Mewal and that the 32d NVA Regi-
ment had 4 battalions approximately 15 kilometers nortbwest of the Mewal. Two
companies had been sent to Pleiku for an amsunition resupnly.

(7) On 23 March the special agent reports indicated that elements of
the 33d Regiment were moving west toward Cambodia. Company C, 1lst Battalion,
12th Infantry and Company D, lst Battalion, 12th Infantry captured a regimental
hospital at grid Zv225209. It included surgical instruments, anti-biotics,
vitamins, anti-malaria medicines, narcotlics and antiseptics.
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(8) Further surveillance on 25 March indicated that the 33d Regiment
had withdrawn toward Cambodia. The 32d Regiment was working in conjunction
with local VC elements to the northwest of the Mewal Plantation.

(9) On 29 March, Ban Me Thuot received approximately 30 rounds of 82mm
mortar fire; results were 2 ARVN KIA, 1 civilian KIA, 25 civilians WIA, Reports
of 30 March indicated that Ban Me Thuot had been infiltrated by an unknown
size enemy and that the 32d NVA Regiment was reported moving to the southwest.

(10) On March 31, Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery and Battery
B, 5th Battalion, 16th Artillery fired in the area of grid AQ759313. A second-
ary explosion 50 feet high was reported and the area burned for 45 minutes.
It was believed that the target was an enemy weapons cache.

(11) On 2 April a sweep of the area around AP7790 revealed two NVA KIA
by Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery on 29 March. The elements of the
1st Battalion, 12th Infantry moved to AQ8328, a known enemy multi-battalion
staging area. Reliable intelligence located the 32d NVA Regiment in the vicinity
of grid AQ765275 with a known mission of attacking Ban Me Thuot. The area was
known to contain many bunker/foxhole complexes. A company sized LF VC element
appeared to be operating in support of NVA., A POW report indicated that elements
of the 34th NVA Regiment were operating north of the Mewal Plantation, however
this report was never confirmed. The special agent reports from 8-10 April
indicated that the 32d NVA Regiment had moved to the southwest across the Dak
Trong River in the direction of Cambodia.

(12) From 10 through 14 April the activity in the AD was very light. It
consisted mostly of grave findings and uncovering of bunker and foxhole com-
plexes. The 32d and 33d NVA Regiments appeared to have joined forces in Cam-
bodia. The enemy may have suffered serious losses due to US artillery and air
strikes, and possibly disease. By this time it appeared that the enemy was
capable of launching no larger than battalion size attacks.

(13) On 17 April a LRRP element made contact with 10-15 enemy. They
were extracted and gunships were called. Results: 1 enemy KIA. A subsequent
alr strike produced &4 large secondary explosions; Two 50 feet high with white
smoke, one 100 feet high with black smoke and one 75 feet high with white
smoke. Activity through 20 April continued to be of a light nature. The 32d
and 33d NVA Regiments appeared to have remained in Cambodia.

(14) On 22 April 1968 Task Force 1/12 returned to the Pleiku area.

f£f. Enemy Capabilities after the Operation:
(1) Enemy strength after operation in the Ban Me Thuot area.

(a) 301 LF Battalion.
(b) Several LF companies of the 401 LF Battalion

(2) Enemy disposition after the operation:

4
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(a) 301 LF Battalion southeast of Ban Me Thuot.
(v) LF commanies north and northeast of Ban Me Thuot,
(e) 401 LF Battalion in vieinity of grid AP7979.

(3) Enemy situation after the operation:

™ (a) Light loecal activity by VC LF elements southeast of Bon Me
uot .

(b} Sporadic VC activity in the vicinity of the Mewal Flantation.
(4) Enemy capnbilities ofter the opuration.

(a) Imlti-company attacks,

(b) Capability to stage limited mortar and rocket attacks.
(e) Capability to defend base areas in company size strength.
(d) Employ mines, booby traps and ambushes.

(e) Withdrew using delay tactics.

g. S ry of Pperation:

(3)W¥ifter initial contacts, the enemy studiously avoided cormitmen. of
any large size forces (battalion and upwards). The NVi elements avoided contact
of any type with U> forges, nside from the harassment of villages, the enemy
was unable to launch any concentrated offensive drive. The NVi. elements were

unable to sustain or mount large scale offensives due to reaction capabil-
ities of the lst B ttalion, h Infantry and the large scale wide area cover-

age of the artillery. Coribined bﬁ:ixRVN operations denied the enemy the use of
his base arsas and deprived him of vital ammunition anl medical resupply chan-

nels.

—m The enemy constantly used withdrawl by delay tactics. He was
forced to continually relocate his elements and eould not regroup or link up
in the Ban ke Thuot arca.

.
. oy
h. Conclusions: %

(1) The enemy nad support of LF VC elements. He was, howzver, unable
to capitalize on this support due to reaction ecapability of the US forces.

(2) No record of return of the resupply elements from the Pleiku arex
lends credence to the conclusion that these elements were severely hampered o7
artillery and air strikes and were unable o complete thelr resupply nission

(3) actions by elements of the lst Sauadron, 1Oth Cavralry and the
1st Buttalion, 22d Inyr-utry and Battery B, 3¢ Battalion, 6th ~rtillery in the
Plei Mrong area north of Pleiku in mid-harch, in which they destroyed 2 enemy
supply companies, may well have diverted an ammunition and medical supply run
possibly destined for the Ban Me Thuot area.

(4) NVA/VC pressure exerted on the city of Ban lMe Thuot was lifted,
thus increasing the morale of the residents in the Ban ne Thuot area as well
as increasing the confidence in the Government of Vietnam.

5 CONFIDENTIAL
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(5) The constant pressure exerted by US artillery, infantry, and air
strikes resulted in & severe loss and conscquent shortage of ammnition, med-
ical supplies and food among the enemy elements.

(6) The morale of enemy elements appeardd to decline sharply in the
Ban Me Thuot area. The constant movement foreed upon the enemy by US~iRVN
forces resulted in an apparent decline in fighting efficiency.

(7) Enemy troining was severely curtailed by the operations of Task
Force 1/12.

-‘(8) Enemy 'losses,ihcu;_-red‘ by the artillery supporting Task Forea 1/12
7 were much greater than those confirmed by body count. This is induced by
“ropeated discovery by patrol or other ‘elements in the Ban Me Thuot area of
bodies slain: by artillery, . : oo R
9. -"-:,'Missiéris: '
a. Task Force 1/12.

(1) T¢ prevent an expected attack on the city of Ban Me Thuot by ‘the
32d and 33d NV, Regiments.

{2) To conduct search and destroy missions in the wWrinwright /L0 for
an indefinite period. :

b. Headquarters, 3d Battalion, é6th Artillery with 3 batterys.
(1) Coordinate all fire support in the Task Foree 1/12 iu.
(2) Provide direct support to Task Force 1/12.

. (3) . Provide general support artillery for all friendly forces within
- range, ' . : . BRI

(h) P{ovigie ruinf_o'rcir;g fires ’F,o the 239 ARVN Division /rtillery,
.10, Ccncépﬁ o'x“oper.c"\tion; ;"E;cecui:'ion. and;' Ré;sui'ts\: ' .
a. References.
(1) Operations Oi-der 1-68, 52d Artillery Group.
(2) Frag Order ’/4‘;5-37-67, Lth Infantry Division.
(3) Operations Order 3-68, 3d Battalion, 6th srtillery.
b. The 3d Battalion, 6th :rtillery was directed to provide a tactical cp
responsible for tactical fire direction of the artillery batterles supporting

Task Force 1/12, and to coordinate fire planning and fire support coordination
2dtivities through the artillery 10 with 1/12 Infantry Battalion.
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¢, Initial Preparations.

(1) & staff meeting was conducted at 1900H on 1 Mar by the battalion
executive officer. .11 staff members plus the CC of Battery C, 7th Battalion,
15th artillery attended this meeting. Ground work was laid for the initial move
to the Ban Me Thuot area. .11 staff sections were directed to cocrdinate and °
arrange for the initial nove and to prepare to support the artillery units
upon arrival in the Ban le Thuot area.

(2) The S-3 prepared the battalion operations order and arrenged for
the movement of Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th irtillery to Comp Enari.,

(3) Headquarters element, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery was organized
to eontrol the artillery tnsk force. (See Annex J.)

(4) The S-3, 3d Battelion, 6th Artillery accompunied the Gomranding
Cfficer, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry on-a reconnaissance of the Ban Me Thuot
area on 1 March 1968, They checked the proposed positior areas snd determinea
the feasibility of routes into the area.

(5) Task Foree 1/12 wrs assigned Wainwright 40 north of grid line 25.

(6) Headguarters and Service battery cormenders, 3d Battalion, 6th
Artillery arrenged transportation for the HQ element and augmented the trans-
portation capabilities of Battery €, 3d Battalion, 6th irtillery to move all
equipment and materials necessary to the Ban lie Thuot area.

(7) The Service Battery commander coordinated the logistizs require-
ments in the Ban Me Thuot area. He visited this area with the 3--3 and dic-
cussed the anticipated problems with the S-4 from the 1lst Battalion, 1l2th
Infantry. The lst Logistical Ccrmand was to establish a forward surily posot
in Ban Me Thuot East airfield to expedite the flow of materials to the Tack
Foree. The 704th liaintenance Battalion was to establish a team at Ban Me
Thuot to adequately maintain all vehichles and equipment in the Tack Force ard
to speed resupply of essential parts.

(87 The S-1 was to arrange for all mail delivery and for the prompt
handling of all personnel matters.

(9) The S=2 arranged for the use of the 0-1 Bird Dog from 219th RAC
to fly convoy coverage for the task forece from Pleiku to Ban Ve Thuct, The
assistant 5-2 was assigned »s the i0 to {1y for the task force, He was joined
by an FO from Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery,

(10) The battrlion survey chief was nssigned as the survey chief/lst
Sergeant for the operation.

(11) Plans were made to provide contimious artillery coverage for the
convoy. This fire plan included a target list and ¢ target overlay for each
march battery commander and for each march unit commander.

)
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d. ‘The Move to Camp Enari:

(1) Battery B, 5th Battalion, l6th Artillery and Battery C, 3d Bot-
talion, 6th artillery moved to Camp Enari. grid 4R7936 on 2 March 1968. There
the battery stood down for a day of maintenance.

(2) Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th irtillery arrived at .rtillery
Hill on 1 liarch 1968. The battery commander attended the briefing of all
personnel at Headquarters, 3d Battalion, 6th nrtillery on 1 liarch 1968. His
unit conducted maintenance on all equipment and vehicles on 2 March 1968, The
battery departed Artillery Hill at Q30445H 3 March 1968 to link up with the
task force convoy at Check point E6, grid AR773€.

(3) Headquarters, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery departed Arty Hill
at 1500H 2 March 1968 for Camp Enari, and arrived at 1630H to remain overnight.

(4) At 022000H March a briefing was held by the task force comnander
to finalize coordination of the move to Ban Me Thuot. All battery commanders
and staff members attended, Final coordination required many changes to the
published operation order,

(5) The convoy departed Cemp inari in three serials, commencing
at 0530H or 3 lMarch 1$68. Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th wrtillery and Head-
quarters, 3d Battalion, 6th artillery {~) were in the second serial. They
were joined by Battery C, 7th Battalion, 6th aitillery at CP 31 at O645H.
Battery B, 5th Brttalion, 16th srtillery was in the third merch serial and de-
parted Camp Enari at O645H. There was o 30 minute interval between convoy
elements. There were artillery FO's from Ath Battalion, 42d irtillery with
each march unit.

(6) Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th irtillery had two howltzers break
down on the march route, These were both tiken forward to the new fire base and
closed the same afternoon; in addition the task force had two VTR!s break down
enroute,

(7) The 5-3 ¢ 3d Battolion, 6th srtillery accompanied by the 8-3
of the lst Battalion, 1.2th Infantry proceeded to the area of the new fire bzse
and designated the areas for each battery.

(8) Bathery C, 3d Bettalion, 6th .rtillery was halted at BQO20327
to provide cover for the fire bage while the reconnaissance elements from the
Task Force 1/12 rcconned the area, .

(9) All units closed into the first fire support base in the vicinity
of grid AQ933287 by 1600H on 3 March 1968.

(10) All artillery personnel were required to have overhead cover by
the completion of the first day's occupation.

e. Operations:
8

'CONFIDENTIAL



- CONFIDENTIAL

AVGG-BA~0P
SUBJECT: Combat Operations Lfter iction Heport 25 April 1968

(1) innex G to this report is a brief summary of all raneuvers by the
ar*° .+4 units while serving with the task forre between 2 liarch and 22 Lpril
196 .

(2) innex D to this report is a brief swmary of significant missions
fired by US artillery in support of Task Force 1/12.,

(3) innex E to this report is a brief surary of signifiecant missions
fired by US artillery in support of iRVN or GVM forces.

(4) The 3d Battalion, 6th frtillery S-3 was the senior artilleryman

with the task force. He controlled the artillery movements and fires.

(5) The battalion established a fire direction center. Tho mission
of the fire direction center was to mass the battery's fires and to check the
firing data of all units.

(a) The 3/6 irty Bettalion FDC had the capabilities to provic:
firing data for the 105mn 3P, the 155rm SP and the 8" and 175mm howitzers.

(b) The FDC was established by Headquarters, 3d Battalion, 6th
irtillery from personnel in the battalion, To operate the FDC, 2 chart oper-
ators and 3 computers were used on each 12 hour shift.

(¢) Problems: The battalion FDC did not have the capability of
displacing rapidly. Lacking the two authorized K-577's it was necessary toO
construct from available materials a place in which to operate, The resulting
disrupticns, before, during, and after moves, nugated the FDC's capabilities
to meintain eontrol during displacements. ilso, the battalion FDC was required
to leave its FADAC with the FD)'s training course. BEach firing battery with its
own FADAC was able to produce ruch more accurate data than the battalion FIC.

(d) Recormendations arising from the functioning of a battuliic.
FIC, controlling 4 calibers of artillery:

(1) That the FDC be manned by individuals pooled from eacn
of the firing batteries and augmentsd by the battalion FLC.

(2) That the battalion FDC should control all missions in
which two or more batterys are massed,

(3) That the bettalion FDCis be augmented with FDC equip-
ment for all cnlibers,

(e) Herdjuarters, 3d Battalion, 6th irtillery estoblished a for-
ward operations sectirn consisting of 6 individuals. The battalion S-~3; the
assistant 5-3, the &ssistant operations sergennt and three RT0s. The head-
quarters maintained communications with battalion headguarters, all firing
batteries and operated the air advisory net. In addition ecommunication was
maintained at all times with Division nrtillery and with FSCE, the liaisca
officer of the 23d /RVN Division and the trains location., The operations
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section had the responsibility of submitting and forwarding all reports, requests
and messzges to battalion headguarters. The operations section ran the target
information center which gathered intelligence informrtion and compiled it into
an intelligence report. The suurces of the informntion which were available

to the task force were the 23d ARVN Division, Darlac Sector Headquarters, Buon
Ho oub Sector Hendgquarters, Tosk Force 1/12, 5th Special Forces, Reconnoissance
aireraft, agent reports, acrial observers, radar, priscner reports and indiv-
dual combat soldiers.

(f) The operations section submitted a daily situation report
which sunmorized the enemy and friendly situation, stated the mission of the
task force, grve the current locotion of »11 units, the plans summary for each
day, the intelligence gatherud during that period, the liaison conducted and the
logisticnl situation.

(1) Operations commenced on 3 M.rech 1968 in the Wainwright A0
with the occupatior of a fire base, On 4 March A and B companies of the lst
Battalion, 12th Infantry closed into the H0 from the Dnk To area. .1l artillery
remained nt the main fire suppert bose,

f. Operations "orth of Mewal Plantation.

(1) On 4 Narch 1968 local patrolling was done by Company D and Com-
pany C of the 1lst Battalion, 12th Infantry.

(2) ©n 5 March Company C and D, lst Battalion, 12th Infantry moved to a
new patrol base at ARQ903265,

(3) ©On 5 lharch the 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry operated in the 40
to obtein intelligence information. All artillery remained at the fire support
base. sartillery aerial observer was firsd on by cutomrtic weapons at AQ825135
and n(812135. The aerial observer spotted 4 individuals at first loecation.
The area was out of artillery range so the pilot abtacked using his rockets.
The rockets were on target however no surveillance wns obtained. ..U the second
grid, one NV.. wns spotted ind attacked by the pilot: hesults: 1 NV KlIa,
Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th artillery fired on an unconfirmed agent report
of 750 VC at grid aQ793267.

(4) On 7 ¥arch 1968 a large operation was scheduled for the task force
to operate with the LHVN forces in the area, & end C compinies of 1lst Battalion
12th Infantry were scheduled to participate in this attack. Battery C, 3d
Battalion, 6th Artillery and Battery B, 5th B-ttalion, 6th ..rtillery moved to
4G834110. The attrck was aborted when it was determined that the .LRVN forces
could not be away from the city overnight. Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th
Artillery fired » missien at grid 48636 on 3 NVL in a bunker complex. Results:
1 NV4 KIA confirmed. The 2d Bettalicn, 6th Artillery cormander conducted ex—
tensive liaison with the 23d oIVN Livision ~nd Darlac Sector advisor on this
date. He cooridnated the US rriillery role in the area with these offieinls,
His liaison cemented firm relations with the VN units, '

9
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(5) On 8 March 1968, Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery displaced
to AQ905255 for an overnight position to support forward infantry units.
Battery B, 5th Battalion, 16th Artillery attacked a suspected radio trans-
mitter and destroyed it at AQ825300. Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery
sank a 20' by 10' raft at AQ801295.

(6) Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery returned to the main fire
support base at 1030H on 9 March. Company G, lst Battalion, 12th Infantry
spotted 6 individuals at AQ849250 and Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery
and Battery B, 5th Battalion, 16th Artillery fired on the area., Result: 1
VC KIA.

(7) Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery fired in support of an
air strike at AQ855267. Artillery units fired in support of a contact by
Company C, lst Battalion, 12th Infantry at Aq8625. Result: 1 NVA KIA.

(8) Throughout this period, all units fired on targets of opportunity
and on reported enemy locatiomns.

(9) Infantry units conducted search and destroy operations north-
west of the Mewal Plantation,

(10) On 12 March 1968, a new plan of attack was derived with the
ARVN &4th Battalion, 45th Infantry, It was to be a two battalion search and
destroy operation to the northwest of Ban Me Thuot. The operation commenced
on 13 March with the move of Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery and Bat~
tery B, 5th Battalion, 16th Artillery to AQ829100, Battery C, 7th Battalion,
15th Artillery followed the next day and set up a new fire base. Companies
A, C and D, 1lst Battalion, 12th Infantry advanced to the northwest. They
searched the area until the 20th of March with no significant findings.
Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery displaced on 16 March to AQ783108 to
provide coverage of company objective areas. Battery B, 5th Battalion, 16th
Artillery moved to the same location on the 19th of March. On the morning of
20 March both units again displaced in echelon to AQ766126. They were set
up and ready to fire in this position by 1000 hours.

(11) Companies A, C and D, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry moved from
ZV225175 to the north west at 100 hours. Company A in the lead. At 1115
hours company A's point moving north met a column of the 3d Battalion, 334
Regiment, moving west on a trail, Company A's lead platoon took the enemy
uader fire. The remainder of Company A closed to form a perimenter. While
Company A was forming a perimeter, the enemy reacted, took the offensive and
attacked from the front and both flanks. Company C and D closed on Company
A and formed a perimeter., Coordinated artillery, airstrikes and gunships
were used in support of the contact., Results: 7 US KIA, 23 US WIA. 41 NVA
KIA, 2 NVA CIA. Sporadic contact continued in the vicinity of ZV2319 for
the next two days. Heavy firing was done in the area on the nights of 20
and 21 March to interdict enemy movement out of the battle area.

(12) US Artillery supported ARVN units during this period. On 18
March an ARVN PF unit was attacked at AQ8107. Battery C, 3d Battalion,
11
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6th Artillery and Battery B, 5th Battalion, 16th Artillery fired in support
of the unit and assisted the defenders in repelling the attack.

(13) The VC had publicly announced that they would attack Boeon Ea
Pur (at grid AQ942014) with mortars for 10 straight days and told the people
how many rounds they would fire. They attacked for 4 straight nights. On
the 5th day the village called for artillery support. Battery C, 7th Battalion
15th Artillery fired in support. The attack ceased almost instantly. Later
intelligence reports indicated 2 VC KIA and & WIA,

(14) The 4th Battalion, 45th Infantry ARVN Regiment participated fully
in operations north of Ban Me Thuot from 13 to 24 March. Their operations
were supported by the task force artillery amd by ARVN artillery.

g. Operations 23 March to 6 April.

(1) The mission of the task force remained to search and destroy the
enemy in assigned AO.

(2) Intelligence reports began to indicate that the 32d Regiment had
moved north and that the 33d Regiment seemed to be moving toward Cambodia.

(3) Enemy activity in the Ban Me thuot area dropped off considerably
during this period.

(4) On 26 March, Companies B, C and D, 1lst Battalion, 12th Infantry
worked to the east to vicinity of gridAQ7620. This move allowed the artil-
lery units to displace back to the main fire base at AQ829110.

(5) On 26 March Ban Me Thuot came under mortar attack, Battery C
7th Battalion, 15th Artillery fired counter mortar program. Results unknown.

(6) All infantry units conducted local search and destroy operations
northwast of the fire base.

(7) On 28 March Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery conducted
a hip shoot on request of the ARVN's south of the city. They fired a program
of preplanned fires scheduled by the ARVNs. Results of the hip shoot were 2
VC KIA (found during a sweep of the area on 4 April).

(8) On 30 March two 8 inch howitzers for Battery C, 7th Battalion
15th Artillery were taken to Ban Me Thuot East and converted from 8 inch to
175mm. This greatly increased the area influence and ability of’the artillery
to provide general support for units operating in the task force in the Ban
Me Thuot area.

(9) Special agent reports indicated the presence of the 32d NVA
Regiment in the vicinity of AQ7829. These reports incicated that this area
was a possible base camp of considerable size.

12

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
AVGG~-BA-OP

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report 25 April 1968

(10) On 31 March two 155mm howitzers from Battery B, 5th Battalion,
16th Artillery and one 8 inch howitzer from Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th
Artillery conducted a hip shoot to vicinity AQ7916 to fire into the area of
heavy special agent reports AQ7829. They fired a preplanned program based
on a detail study of the area using all information collected in that area
and achieved one secondary explosion at AQ759313.

(11) Company D, 1st Battalion, 22th Infantry left the task force on
3 April after two weeks of operation with the task force.

(12) Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery's 175mm guns fired on
numerous targets.

(13) Battery C, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery moved to a permanent
location at Ban Me Thuot East airfield on 5 April 1968, The battery mission
became general support of Free World Forces with priority of fires to the 5th
Special Forces end the 23d ARVN Division.

(14) On . April the infantry companies began to maneuver northward with
the mission to find and fight the 32d Regiment. To support the operation
against the 32d Regiment, the task force prepared to move to a new fire base
in vicinity of grid AQ88328.

h. Operations 6 April to 22 April.

(1) On 061300 April Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery element
closed at the new fire support base vic grid AQ8328., On 7 April Battery B
5th Battalion, 16th Artillery moved to the new fire support base.

(2) The three companies of the 1lst Battalion, 12th Infantry moved
north towards the designated objective area. They had very little significant
contact in the next few days. The .special agent reports indicated that the
32d Regiment was moving towards the Cambodian border,

(3) On 9 April the 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry operated in the area
in search of elements of the 32d Regiment., They found 3 NVA in a bunker and
killed them, however, the 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry was unable to locate aay
sizeable elements of the 32d Regiment.

(4) On 11 April Battery C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery and Headquarters
3d Battalion, 6th Artillery (-) moved to a new fire base vicinity AQ782178.
The purpose of this move was to interdict the movement of the 32d Regiment.

(5) On 12 April Battery B, 5th Battalion, 16th Artillery moved to the
new fire base.

(6) All batteries fired heavy programs at intelligence targets in the
new area of operations.

(7) On 11 April LRRP team 35 killed 1 NVA at grid Zv243222,

13
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(8) The companys of the lst Brttalion, 12th Infantry moved south-
west to attempt to interdict movement vieinity 2ZV2422,

(9) By 13 fpril all indications pointed to the fact thet the 324
and 33d Regiments had withdrawn to Cambodia,

(10) On 13 aApril at AQ807197 Reconnaissance Platoon killed 1 enemy
and 2 enemy were captured.

(11) On 16 april Kecomnaissance Flatoon of the lst Battalion, 12th
Infantry suffered 1 KIA in a brief engagement with local VC.

(12) On 17 April LRRP team at AQ8L5387 killed 1 VC and captured 1 VC.
On 17 April LRRP tean at »Q835335 killed on VC. Airstrikes on area produced
four secondary explosions.

(13) On 19 .pril Bottery C, 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery moved to the
old fire base at grid AQ8328 to support a 2 company sweep to the nerth in old
bage area 238,

(14) On 20 april Battery C, 3d B-ttalion, éth .rtillery fired a pre-
paration for the combat assualt of companies C and D, 1lst Battalion, 12th Inf-
antry into base nrea 238. The one day operation produced no significant
findings. Companies C »nd D were extracted on 21 ..pril,

(15) On 21 ..pril Battery C, 3d Battnlion, 6th Artillery moved to Buon
Ho (BQ033287) to prepare for return to Pleiku area.

(16) Battery B, 5th Battnlion, 22d Artillery narrived by convoy on 20
April to replace Brttery C, 7th Battelion, 15th Artillery as the heavy
battery jn the Ban Me Thuot area.

(17) Battery C, 3d Bottalion, 6th irtillery, Headauarters, 3d Bri-
talion, 6th irtillery (~), Brttery B, 5th Battalion, 16th Artillery and Bat<
tery C, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery departed Ban Me Thuot in convoy on 22
april to return to the Fleiku area. FHnroute Bottery C, 7th Batialion, 15th
Artillerv conducted n hip shoot at grid BQO3431i8 and fired targets directed
by I FFORCEV Artillery.

(18) On 23 ~pril B-ttery C, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery was relieved
from the temporary attachment té 3d Battalicn, oth »rtillery.

1. Recommendations:

{1) Stream Crossings = A self propelled artillery tosk force is
severely limited in its stream crossing c_apabilities. Several times dut‘ing'—
this operation desirable maneuvers were not initinted because the artillery
was unable to ford streams to reach proper firing positions rapidly. t.
The streams in the area have banks which are too steep to ford without build-
ing or emplacing bridges. It is rccommended that o task force with. vnly- self-

propelled supporting artillery be augmented with 1 AVLB_from supporting en-
gineer units to allow freedom of movement over uatural obstacles.

CONFIDENTIAL.
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(2) «t no time was ground reconnaissance conducted prior to moves,
This lead to a great deal of delay when the units occcupied the position.
When possible an artillery battery should send forward a standsrd reconnais-
sance party. This could be done by sending the initial reconnaissance party
in with the unit that secures the area. This would allow time to prepare
a position and make available more accurate and timely artillery fire when a
unit occupies » position., This should be sccomplished when possible using
one rdditioncl sortie for an artillery advence party in a combet assault or°®
by using the stond>rd party designed by the Artillery School augmented by a
security element vehicle.

{3) « battalion fire direction center should be set up. This
fire direction center is a valueble aid to the Fire support Coordinator
because it enobles him to determine rapidly if he can atteck a target near
the limits of the range fans. This enables the 5-3 to plan fires knowing
that oll targets con be attacked by the ecaliber of weapors designated to
attack the target. All calibeprs of weapons can be massed.

(4) The headquerters element derived an exceptionally ropid and
somplete way to orgnnize a headqunrters element with the task force. This
procedure is outlined in Annex J to this report. It is recommended thet this
or. similar procedures he followed whenever a headouarters element occupies

a position.
/f) %%_’
- It’

Aot K- i
ALONZO 9, KRETZZR
LTC, Artillery
Commanding
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Annex A:

1.

ANUE XA

(Reference) to Combat After Action Report for Task Force 1/12

Reference used in preparing this report.

a.
b.
c.
d.

e,

4th Division Frag Order 47-37-67

52nd Group Operations Order 1-6

3rd Battalion, 6th Artillery Op Order 3-68

SITREPS 3rd Battalion, 6th Artillery, 4 March to 22 April 1968

3rd Battalion, 6th Artillery Op Order 4-68

These references were utilized by the task force in their movements.

16
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ANNEX B: (Communications) to Combat After Action Report

1.

Receipt of Warning Order and Initial Planning: Upon receipt of

the Warning Order on 28 Feb 68 from 52 Artillery Group, the communications
officer initiated actions to accomplish the following:

2,

a.

b.

Determine the identity, type, initial disposition and missions of
all units involved.

Initiate exchange of SOI's with 1/12 Infantry (6 copies), Battery
Cm 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery (1 copy)

Determine the communication requirements for internal and external
communications for 3rd Battalion, 6th Artillery FWD CP, to in-
clude FM and AM radio, telephone/switchboard, and message service.

Initial plan: Upon receipt and analysis of the Operations Order

the initial communications requirement were determined and plans made to
accomplish the missions.

AVNVEX- B

a,.

b.

The following tasks were assigned to the Communications Platoon,
Headquarters Battery, 3rd Battalion, 6th Artillery.

(1) Provide SOP Base Camp Communications
(2) To proride SOP for TOC/CP wire system at the FSB,

(3) Operate on order RIT station at base camp in 3rd Battalion,
6th Artillery CF Net (AM).

(4) Operated FM retransmission station on Dragon Mountail, Pleiku
RVN, on the 3rd Battalion, 6th Artillery CF Net, effective
021600H Mar 68.

(5) Prepare, package and deliver via courier SOI items to 3rd
Battalion, 6th Artillery FWD CP.

(6) Provide limited FADAC and radio repailr service within the AD.

The operations section, Headquarters Battery, 3rd Battalion, 6th
Artillery was to maintain stations in the following nets:

(1) 3rd Battalion, 6th Artillery F-1/CF Net - Artillery Command
Frequency.

(2) 3rd Battalion, 6th Artillery F-4 Net - Artillery Task Force
Fire Direction Net.

(3) Tollhouse Net - Notice to aircraft broadcasts.
(4) FSB perimeter security net.
(5) 4th Infantry Division Artillery Command Fire Net,

(6) Metro broadcasts net - monitor only.
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ANNEX Bi (Comwunicati...s) to Combat After Action Hepor _(cont. )

c. 3attery C, 7th 3attalion, 15th Artillery was assirnod the mission
to operats on RTT station in the 52nd irtillery Group Operations:
Intelligence et (AM) at the 3rd “attalion, Gth Artillery FWD CP.

3. Personnel and Equipment:

a. The following communications personnel wure assigned to the 3rd
3attalion, 6th Artillery FWD CP:

Position MOS Grade Ho
Conm Officer 0200 0-3 1
Comm Plt Sgt 3-8 1
Senior Wireman 36Kh0 -5 1
Wireman 36K20 kS 3
Radio Repairman 36K20 E-l 1
Radio Telotype Operator  35K20 E-3/%-4 2
Radio Telephone Overator 05040 B-3/8/l 2

b. The following com.unications eguioment was nads available to tha
Ird sattalion, 6th Artillery FAD CP.

Quantity Tten Source
6 intenna, 2C-232 Opns Scet and Comm P1t
1 Racio recoiv.r, off/GRR S Comm °1t HI3
1 Racdins "epriraan Kit Comia 21t IIFB
1 Radio sot, AN/GRC-LS C/7/15 Artillery
2 Radin Sets, HI/FRC-25 Ooneg Soc and Cownm Plt
8 Remote Setz Oons ‘wct ~nd Com: Plt
L Radio, RT-52L O-ns St HHB
1 Cinher Davicu, XY-~8 52rnd ‘rtillery Group
i S Switc Oird’ 5222 05s 3Soct and Cogme. Pl
1l niles ire Wh- Opns =cct and Corm P1lt

4. Task Foresz 2lanning Conferance: At 0220028 Mar 68 an initial meesting of
211 cormander:s was nold at Headcuart:rs Battery, 1lst Battalion, 12th Infantry
Base Camp for the purpose of coordinating the movement by convoy into:
Wainwright A0 and initial deployment for the Task Force.

a. At this mesting requirec frequencies and call sipns for all elements
were determined and cexchanged.

b. The Task Force operatad all convoys »n the lst 2attalion, 12th
Infrntry (dministration/Logistic Net (FI) with the convey Commander,
March Unit Commandsrs, battery FDC'S, s2curity clements, end air
observers on this one frequency. Each march unit was assigned a
seperate frequency for internal control of the individual march units.

S. Movement into 40 and initial deployment: The movement by convoy was
controlled on FM radio nots as sutlined in wmarapraph 3 above.

a. An FM retronsmission station was 2stablished on Artillery Hill,
Pleiku, PVN, to operate on the 3rd Battslion, 6th Artillery CF
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v ANMEX B:  (Communications) to Ccubat After Action Report (cont,)
Net locally a:d to transmit on F-l into the AO Com:unications from
this locatim was unsatisfactory and the sta%ion was moved to Dragon
Mountain, RVN, on the afternoon of 3 ifar 63. Good comrunications
into the FSB was established and maintained throughout the duration
of the operation.

be Initial FSB communication consisted of:
(1) FM Radio llets:

Net Frequency To

3/6 arty CF F~l Basc Camn, firing batteries
trains INOC 23rd ARVN DTOC.

3/6 arty F-l F-l FO's, firing battries
FDC!'s air observers

1/12 Inf Comm 4 s01 TF HQ and opzrations

Tollhouse Por SOIX to all aireraft

(2) AM Racio Nots:

Net Freguency To
52nd Gp Arty Per SOT. NCS at Arty Hill, Pleiku

Opns and Intell

(3) Wirc and switcliboard: Upon arriving in position 2 wireman
immediately installed lines from operations in the following
order and priority:

Firing Battery FDOts

L.2 in mortar positions
81lmm mortar positions

L ID Artillery FSCE via VHF
L ID Artill:ry SWED -

L/60 Artillery Duster positions
Saearchlight positions

RTT Station

Du C0/S3 quarters

Comm Officers quarters
Resup>sly pad

6. Sccond Day Improvmentc: During the second day, L Mar 68, the FSB was
80% completod and inprovments nado on communications facilities included:

8¢ Wirelines 1:id during the night were policed, ovirhead or buried.
During the firct threc days in each JSB, hoovy vehicle traffic re-
quired continusus checks to insure that all lines were operational.

b, Additional RC-292 antennas wore ereeted and their installations

ware imoroved. 19
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ANNEX B: (Communications) to Combat after Action neport (eont,)

N Ce

A trench for the AN-GRC-L6 RTT station was dug ond the equipment
placad below ground lovel.

7. Messenger' Service: Limitec mes.anger sorvice was establishod between
the FSB and the 3rd Sattdion, éth Artillery Base Camp.

Ae

b.

At least L deliviries per week wore made by massengor disnatched
from the 3rd Battalion, 6th Artillery Base Camp.

The Couriers were authorizad to handls the following:
(1) 4ll distribusion
(2) Incoming and outgoing US Mail

(3) SOI changes and classified distribution

8., FSB/Trains Commnication Plan: By the third displacement cf the FSB
the requirments for the installation of communication facilities had beon

standardized.
a. FM radio nots (see Appendix 1 to the Signal Report)
b. AM radin rots (sce Appondix 2)
¢, FSB wire syster (see Appendix 3)
d. Ban Me Thuot/Trains/Base Camp wire system (sec Appendix 2)

!9, Extensive Administration and Logistic message traffic existed between

‘the Task Force trains and the FSB. Except for several days in early March

when the VHF system to Ban Me Thout was operational, all traffic had to
‘be transmitted via FM radio.

10. Reccomnoncations: A VHF multichannel comnunications system should be

installed be:woen the trains and the FSB to provide tclenhonic means of
handling administrative and logistics traffic. In addition a Battalion

. Mministration/Logistics Net (FM) should be established,

20
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APPENDIX 1 (FM Radio Nets) to ANNEX B (Communications) to Combat After
Action Report (cont.)}

EM Redio Nets
1. 3/6 arty CF Net (FM)

INO = 23rd ARVN
Division TOC

(:1 00 = 3/6 Arty WD
N

FIC - 3/6 srty BD

IO
B/5/16
ity Trains - 3-6 Arty ByD

FDO ¢/7/25
Arty Radar Station EMD, RVN

Retransmission station
(Dragon Mowniain)

=
)

opns 3/6 srty
Bage Camp

FIC B/3/6 arty
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APPENDIX 1 (FM Radio Nets) to Combaf After Action Report (cont.)

Operations 3/6 aArty FWD
Tollhouse 8ierre Station

.70 all aircraft in A0
riotices to airmen)

2 Tollhouse Net (FM)

3 3/6 oty - primiry. Five Net (¥-4)

FDC 3/6 prty FWD

FO 1/22 mf
wo 4742 prty
FIC ¢/3/6 axty
Alr observer

Ground FDC C/7/15 arty
cOrmandex-s
mc 3/5/16 Arty

-' 2; g < - I
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APPENDIXll (FM Radio Nets) to Combat After Action Report

4, 4th Infantry Division Arty CF Net (FM) - was entered when pro~
pagation conditions permitted and when telephonic circuits via the
VHF system were inoperative,

5e 1/12 Infantry administrative/Togistics Net (FM)

opns T¥ 1/12

\
$=3 Alx TF 1/12

S-4/Trains TF 1/12
Convoy opns 3/6 Arty m
Commander (when required

g

\ /
¥aroh Unit : ] r“-’,l'
commanders }/ hesupply pad = FSB

Lireralt (Hook) Cormanders

a3
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6« Convoy MWvement (ontrol Systems (FM)

tonvoy Command

(airborne)

Us @H£Sh2it-Ps
on aler:
Alr observers

FIC C/3/6 Arty

FDC C/7/15 &ty

opns 3/6 art: FIC B/5/16 grty

Opns MI Seowrity
3 / % elements
D
(mobile)
rail Trail
’ﬂ:l.l:r.‘l:u

Trail "Security

2t
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APPENDIX.1 (¥M Radio Neis), to Combat After Action Report (cont,)

7. Metro Broadcast Net (FM)

(Nato and Computer Met mess
1400H and 2000H daily)
. \

ages transmitted at 0200, 0800,

FIC ¢/3/6 arty . FIC 3/6 arty D

FIC B/5/16

FIC ¢/7/15
Arty

Aty
INO 23rd ARVN Diviejon TOC

i i _J [

T s
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APPENDIX 2 (AM Radio Nets) to ANNEX B (Commmications) to Combat After
Action Report * .

AM Radio Nets

1. 52nd prty Group Opns/Intell Net (M)

3/6 arty FWD = FSB

S2nd prty Group

2. 3/6 prty CF Net (AM)

O 3/6 Arty FVD » FSB
e 3/6 srty Base camp

20
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APPENDIX 5 (FSB Wire System) to ANNEX B (Commmications) to Cordat .
After Action Renort (cont,)

n

[T

VEF terminated

at 4 ID Base Camp
tos TF 1/12 rear
4 1D SWBD
FSCE

Divarty TOC
3/6 mee Camp

Famous

VEF System

RTT Station

searchlight No 1

-~ Duster No-

he

Bn CO's Comn Off Public SWED
Quarters Quarters Telephons

27
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* APPENDIX 4 (BMIYTrains/msse Camp Wire System) to AMNEX B (Commwmniostions) to
Combat After Action Report (cont.)

o 3/6 axty to
? mrains 3/6 arty 23rd ARVN Division

WD~1

1/12 ain]
SWBD

wD-1

!

FIC 0/7/15 arty

DCA oiroults

5% D pdv |~ Divisional !
EHD L. __mits |

iy

vl
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Annex C (Movements) to Combat After Action Keport

1. 2 Mar 68 - Stry C, 3d Bn, 6th 4rty and Btry B, Sth 8n, 16th Arty moved

to Camp Enari. Headquarters and Service Battery 3d Bn, 6th Arty elements moved
from Arty Hill to Camp Enari to join with madn elements of the column,

2. 3 Mar 68 - Btry C, 7th Bn, 15th Arty moved at OS500H to link uo with the
other units. Btry C, 3d Bn, 6th Arty, 8try B, 5th Bn, 16th Arty and Hq 3d
Bn, 6th Arty moved from Camp Enari; and Btry C, 7th Bn, 15th Arty joined
the column just outside of that location. A4ll units moved to the vicinity
of grid AQ33287.

3. 7 Har 68 - Btrv B, Sth Bn, 16th Arty and Btry C, 3d Bn, 6th Arty moved to
the vicinity of grid AGB29100 to support proposed US/ARVN operation. Re-
turned the same day to grid 4Q933287.

h. 10 Mar 68 - Btry C, 3d Bn, 6th srty moved to the vicinity of grid
40900270 to provide direct support for Companies B, C and D,1st Bn, 12th
Inf. Returned 11 Mar 68 to grid 4G$33287.

- S, 13 har 68 - Btry C, 3d Bn, 6th arty, Btry C, 7th Bn, 15th Arty and Btry
B, Sth Bn, 16th Arty movad to AC829100, and set up a new fire suonort base.

6. 16 biar 68 - Btry G, 3d Bn, 6éth Arty moved to 40783108 to provide surport
for Companies A ard D, 1lst Bn, 12th Inf.

7. 19 Yar 68 - Btry B, Sth Bn, 16th Arty moved to AQ782108 to provide suvport
for Companies A, C and T st Bn, 12th Inf.

8. 20 Mar 68 = Btry C, 3d Bn, 6th Arty and Btry 3, Sth Bn, 16th lrty moved
to £LG776126 to provide support for Companies 4, C and D,lst Bn, 12th Inf.

9. 25 Mar 68 - Btry C, 3d Bn, 6th Arty end Btry B, 5th Bn 16th Ariy re-
turned to AL829100,

10. 28 Mar (3 - 2 tubes of 8" from Btry C, 7th Bn, 15th Arty moved south
of Ban Me Thuot vic grid 4P76L988 on a one day hip shoot to fire on in-
telligenca torgets for ARVH,

11. 31 Mar 68 - Two 17%'s replaced two 8" tubes in Btry O, 7th Bn, 15th irty.
12. 31 dar 68 - One 8" from Btry C, Tth Bn, 15th Arty and two 155's {rom

Btry B, 5th 5n, 16th irty moved to vic AGT90166 for a one day hip shoot to
attack the 32nd NV.i Regiment.

13. 5 apr 68 ~ 8" and 175 guns of Btry C, 7th Bn, 15th .irty moved to Ban
Me Thuot East Airfield to take up a perman:nt position.

1, 6«7 ipr 68 - Biry C, 3d Bn, 6th Arty, dq 3@ Bn, 6th Arty and Btry B,
Sth Bn, l6th Lrty movzd to new FUB at ACH35267.

15. 11 apr 68 - Btry C, 3d Bn, 6th Arty ard Hq 3d Bn, 6th irty moved to
new FSB at AC781179 to provide fire supnort for 1st Bn, 12th Inf,

16, 11 apr 68 - Two 8" from Btry C, 7th Bn, L5th 4rty moved to AQ77L0SS
to support new fire base. 29
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37. 12 Apr 68 - Btry B, Sth Bn, 16th Arty movad ts A0781179.

18. 13 apr 68 - Btry C, 7th Bn, 15th arty moved from AC774055 back to Ban
lie Thuot East.

19. 19 ipr 68 - Btry C, 3d Bn, 6th Arty moved to AG835287 to provide fire
support for Comopaniss C and D, 1st Bn, 12th Inf on their combat assault,

20. 20 Apr 68 - Btry 3, Sth Bn, 22nd Arty arrived at Ban 4o Thuot East to
relieve Btry C, 7th Bn, 15th Arty.

21, 21 apr 68 - Btry C, 3d 5n, 6th srty moved to Buon Ho (B(033287) to
prepare for link up with convoy.

22, 22 ipr 68 - Btry C, 7th Bn, 15th Arty departad from Bon Me Thuot at
0600 for hip shoot at Buon Ho and further movement to Pleiku.

23. 22 Lpr 68 - otry 8, Sth Bn, 16th Arty and Hq 3d Bn, 6th Arty departed
Q781179 for Pleiku, Btry C, 3d 8n, 6th irty joined column st Buon Ho.

30
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DATE

6 March
8 March
8 March
9 March
10 liareh
20 March

30 March
30 March
30 March

8 April
18 april

:}NNEXE:

CONFIDENTIAL

K ANNFX D: (Sjgn:u‘icant Missions for U, S. Units) to Combut After Retion Report

UNIT GRID
c/7/15 AQB636
B/S/16 AQ825300
¢/7/1 AQ801295
0/3/6, B/5/16 AQ8L9250
¢/3/6 AQB625

€/3/6. B/5/16 ZV225175

C/7/15

C/7/15, B/S/16 AQ7629

0/7/15 » B/5/16 AQB028
/1/15 : AQ795313

C/3/6, B/5/16 AQ8326

B/S/16 zvzolo

B

TARGET

3NVA in bunkers
Radio transmitter
large Raft

6 Ve

Unk. No VC

Bn NVA in contact

32nd NVA Regt.
32nd NVA Regu,
32nd NVA Regt,
Mortar Fire
Troopa in contact

The followirg is a 1list of significant missions fired in support of US Units.

RESULTS

1 NVA KIA
Destroyed
Raft Destroyed
1VC KTA

1VC KIA

L1 NVA KIA

Unknown

Unknown

1 sccondary explosion
Morters ccased
Uninown

(Significant Missions far US Units) to Cambat Afier Action ;.eport

3. The following is a list of significant missions in support of ARVNS.

DATE UNIT GRID
17 March CL7/15 ZV201L
18 March C/3/6, C/7/15 AQB107

B/5/16
18 Mareh  «C/7/15
28 March c/1/15
15 Mar-6 Apr C/7/15
1 April €/3/6, BA5/16
8 april C/3/6 B/5/16
16 April cr1ns AP9L9E

TARGET

RESULTS

Troops in contact Unknown
RFEF under attack Contact broken

Numerous DEFCONS for vil.
AQ833177 Trocps in contact Contact Broken
AQ833177 at Quang Nheu

VC Area

AQ9L201 Villiage under atk.2VC KIA, L4 WIA
APB889 areaVC concentration 2 VC KIA

Villages. Defended

Gontact Broken
9 VC XIA

2, These fircs helped to raise the moiale of the local population and
hinder opere.tions in the area. .

AMVEX ~ D ¢ E

v - e
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ANNEX D: (Significant Missions for U. S. Units) to Combut After Action Report

.

The followirg is a list of significan® missions fired in support of US Units.

DATE UNIT GRID TARGEY RESULTS

6 March c/7/15 AQ8636  3NVA in bunkers 1 NVA KIA

8 March B/5/16 AQ825300 Radio transmitter Destroyed

8 March c/1/1 AQ801295 Llarge Raft Raft Destroyed

9 March 0/3/6, B/5/16 AQBL9250 6 V¢ 1VC KiA

10 lizreh C/3/6 AQB625  Unk. No VC 1VC KIA
20 March 02565 B/5/16 2ZV225175 Bn NVA in contact L1 NVA KIA

C 1

30 March C/7/15, B/5/16 AQ7829 32nd NVA Regt. Unknown
30 March €/1/15, B/5/16 AQ8028  32nd NVA Regt, Unknown

30 March Cc/1/15 AQ795313 32nd NVA Regt, 1 sccondary explosion
8 April ¢/3/6, B/S/16 AQB326 ' Mortar Fire Morters ccased

18 April B/5/16 LR 010 Troops in contact Unkmown

[

ANNEX E:3 (Sign:lficant Missions fa US Units) to Ccmbat i#fter Action ieport

3. The following is a list of significant missions in support of ARVNS.

DATE UNIT GRID TARGET RESULTS

17 March €{1/15 ZV201Y Troops in contact Unknown

18 March ¢/3/6, C/1/15 4QB107 RFEF under attack Contact broken

B/5/16 ' ’

18 March  +G/7/15 AQ3L201L Villiape under atk.2VC KIA, 4 WIA

28 March c/1/15 AP8889 areaVC concentration 2 VC KIA

15 Mar~6 Apr C/7/15 Numerous DEFCONS for vil. Villages. Defended
1 Aprid €/3/6, B{5/16  AQ833177 Troups in contact Contact Broken
8 April c/3/6, B/S/16 AQ833177 at Quang Nheu Contact Broken

16 April ¢/1/15 AP9496  VC Area 9 VC KIA

2, Those fires helped to raise the moiale of the local population and
hinder oper&tions in the area.

v L
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Lnnex F (Logistics) to Combat 4fter Action Report o s e ST
1. Logistics support was handled by an FSA located at the Ban !fe Thuot

Bast airstrip. Operation of the FSi was handled by a small element from

the 1st Logistical Command, clements of the artillery units with the Task
Force and psrsonnel from the lst Battalion, 12th Infantry. The overall
cupervision of the F3. was given to the 34 from 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry
with assistance from the ammunition officer 3d Bn, éth irty.

2. Suoply Procedure: 41l supplies were flown to Ban M2 Thuot from the
Logistical Command Depot 2t Cam Ranh Bay., Initial stockage of the FSA
started approximately 2 days before the task force moved into Ban Me Thuot.
ot on. point there was ¢ shortege of ammunition in the 4SP, due tc the
shortage of“aircraft. This problem was solved in approximately 36 heurs
and ammunition-gtarted,to arrive in.sufficient -quantities to stock ths ASP

and keéép the fire base supplied with ammunition.
3. Problem areas: ~ag

~

2

a, Lack of adequate maintenance sumoort for all the different tyoss e

of artillery piccas supporting the task force was a continuous problem.

The only maintenance suoport was cne track mechanic, one wheeiled vehicle
mechanic, and one engincer cquipment specialist and one signal zquioment
repairman, Therc were no artillery or turrct mechanics available at Ban

Me Thuot and this types of support was necded on many occasions. The

artillery mechanic and turret mechanic had to be flown to Ban ¥: Thuot

from Pleiku. The é2nd Maintenance Battalion provided this support when they
had personnel availcble, but due to other commitments in their area of suoport
many times the assistance was not availsble.

b. Jfnother problem that hindered meintenance was the procurment of
parts and gztiing ths parts to 8an Me Thuot. Since no onz organization
in Pleiku area was responsible, at times all available aircraft were nob
used because of lack of coordination. Established oriorities of scicduled
aircraft at times compounded the problem.

L., Recommendations: On iurther operations of this nature recommend that
higher headguarters, i.e. IFFV Artillery or IFFV coordinate with lst Logis-
tical Comman? to sct up and operate the F3A, Most personnel that worked in
the Fuh were not familiar with an operation of this type which 2dded to

the confusicn. &slso recommend that elements from lst Logistical Command
provide main%enance su’oort so that parts may be sbtained direct from depot
stocks, thus eliminating much of the down time while waiting for paris.

5. Organization and plan:iing:

a._The artillery fo:ward riar consisted of one element from 2ach firirg
battery. They were collocated with lst Bn, 12th Inf trains at Ban e Thuot.
Zast. The elaments consisted of:

HQ & SVC 3d Bn, €%*h arty - 1 Officer - 2 1ICO's - 8 E¥ - 5 vehicles

Btry C, 3d Bn, €th arty 110 -5 2 - 7 vchicles
Btry B, Sth Bn, 16th irty 1 NCO -7 BM - 5 vehicles

| Btry C, Tth 8n, 15th Arty 37 1N0 -1k 24 - 8 venicles

AVVEL F CONFIDENTIAL
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hinnex F (Logistics) to Combat After dction Report

Jn arrival at the trains arza, minimum equipment was available for the
oparation of a Isrward sunnly arca. The artillery elements made use of the
infantry squipment to pass messcges and coantact the fire suwoort base.

b. Rations: One E-5 from ove Stry, 3d Bn, 6th arty, was in charge of
ration break-down batwien the battsries.

(1) 1Initial plans incicated the rations for all artillery units
ware to be sent together. The E-5 nad no expeorience in ration break-down
and thers was no one a2t the trains area that could break dovm ths rations
botwian the botteries. Thercsfors the rations were semt t9 the FS3 all to~
gather bassd on the number of nersomn:l at the FSB plus 108, Tha risult
was that only ons battery got rations and thers was no break down ot the
FS3 which causea 2 small problem <oon resolved by the Mass Sergeants.

(2) The nroblems wore solved by the NCOIC breaking the rations
down between ths batteries at the trains area, This w2s continued until
terminaticn of the task force.

(3) Recommendations:

(a) That a ratiun braakdown man be included in the rcar de-
tachment.

(b) If a »ation breakds>wn man is not available recommend that
an HCO with the cxperiince in ration breakdown be available to train someone.

6, POL: POL was available from the 255th Q¥ located at Ban Me Thust,
howevar, a method of trensporting POL preszntad some oroblems. 3 20L trucks
were available. 1 from stry B, Sth 5n, 15th irty, 1 from 1st Bn, 12th Inf,
and one from 1lst an, 69th Armor. The one truck from the Sth Bn, 1éth Arty
olemant was the only cre with force forward and the capacity was liiited for
3 SP artillery batt:ries. Transpsrting 2. in barr:ls was attmpted but this
required extra »orsonnel because they are difficult to handle., <Lhe use of
rubbor blivits worked well but the shortage of hoses and nozzl:es limited
their use. Rocommencdations are that 1 °0L truck be available plus blivits
and hoses and nozzles for cach out lying battery (blivits can be air lifted
end. POL trucks cannot).

7. laintenance: iaintenance capabilitics posed a major problem.

a, %hres self-propalled batteries were at the FSB with only a battalion
contact maintenancec team.

b. Only 2nd echelon maintonance was available at tha trains.

¢, Battalion mointenance dic not have tho capability to nropsrly sunport
the 155mm and the :107 and MI10 batturies.

d. Ko highor maintenance support was cloarly designated to the task

foree.
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Annex F (Logistics) to Combat After Action Report

3b

e. The ability to transport parts was severely limited due to the
aircraft configuration. (Fixed wing to Ban Me Thuot and rotary wing to the
fire support base).

f. Recommendations:

(1) The battery maintenance remain with the battery. That the
battalion maintenance provide a team to work out of the trains area. This
team would consist of wheel mechanic and track mechanic, as well as turret
mechanic and artillery mechanic. The personnel could be supplied from
each battalion that has a battery attached therefore having personnel
familiar with each weapon concerned available.

(2) That a higher support be designated for the task force so parts
and support would be available from one location instead of having to contact
a different unit for each different weapon. A radio repairman from battalion
should be on the maintenance team with higher support readily available.

8. Class V; Class V posed no significant problems at the battalion level
down. Each battery handled their respective Class V resupply both by ve-
hicle and aircraft.

9. Miscellaneous: At least one NCO and vehicle from each battery was located
at the trains area to assist in handling small items and POL requests from

the batteries. He assisted personnel in-transit and met aircraft carrying
parts and personnel. The ammunition NCO in most cases handled this job very
satisfactorily.

10. Command and Control in the trains area:

a. Initially the artillery organization in the trains area was un-
satisfactory. Three 5 ton trucks with drivers, an ammunition NCO and one
supply man were sent to operate the trains area for the artillery. The
battalion ammunition officer wag soon sent to organize and operate the
service element at the trains area. Since this area was somewhat overlooked
in the initial planning.the required equipment for his operation had to be
made available from equipment meant for other uses.

b. After organization of all battery trains elements the service element
operated smoothly.

34
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ANNEX G: (Aircraft Utalization) Combat After Action Report (cont.)

1. Aircraft: The basic aircraft used by the task force for visual recon-
naissance was the 00-1 Bird Dog. The missions of thé aircraft were radio re-
lay, Vr, convoy cover, and maneuver element cover, in addition to artillery
mission observation. In all roles this aircraft performed well. The majority
aircraft support was provided by the 3rd and 4th platoon of the 219th Recn~a
Airplane Company. Each Platoon supplied the Task Force with 1 plane to stay
at Ban Me Thuot for 5 days. Each plane would fly 4% hours per day, giving

a total of 9 hours of air coverage per day. In most cases this amount of

time proved to be sufficient for the normal operations.

2. Aerial Observers: All AO's were furnished by the Task Forces. 1In all
cases these were gualified personnel with the majority of them coming from
artillery.

3. Problems: The main problem came from lack in depth in aircraft. Be-
cause of shortage of aircraft in good mechanical condition, the task force
was forced to accept aircraft down time.

4, Recommendations: That codrdination be made to insure that the maximum

of aircraft be available to such an operation, ie,, that aircraft be rotated
to insure that a minimum of dowp time is incurred by the supporting units, or
that additional aircraft be supplied to enable the support units to absorb
the aircraft down time. Basically most of the problems that came up were
solved without too much difficulty, However, with the availability of extra
aircraft most maintenance problems could be compensated for. In order to
have continuous daylight coverage, three aircraft are required.
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271 ‘mm:x I: (Casuality Report) to Combat After Action Report -
. 1, The entire operation resulted in the following enemy casualities,

a, 60 KIA confirmed

b. 13 KIA possible

c., S5CIA

2, US Casualities
a. 9 KIA
b, 32 WIA

3. The artillery casualties:: 1 WIA from Battery B, 5th Battalion, 16th
Artillery.

4. Artillery accounted for at least 20 enemy KIA.
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Annex J (Haadqua:_‘ter; Detachment
‘After Action iteport

CONFIDENTIAL

» 3rd Bettalicn, 6th i}tillery) to-Combat

1. Qencral: The iiesddquerters Uetachnent, 3d Bottalion, 64H srtillery For-

ward was organized from resources of Service and Head
The unit was specifically tailored to perform the fol

uvarters Batteries.

owlng missions:

a. Provide tactical and techn.cal fire direction to assignod, attached

and supporting units.

b. Provide supervision and coordination for:

(1) Logistics support including:

(2)

(3) Intelligence colloction and disseminztion,

(a) Supplies Class 1 throusgh 5.

(b) Maintenance - automotive, signal and crypto.

(c¢) Transpartation - ground and air,

Persontriel activities:

(a) US Mail

(b) Individual personnel actions

2, Orzanization (Seec Fig. 1)

a. Personnel:

SECTION ACTUAL JOB TITLE ACTUAL MOS
) Opns Officor 2162
Corm Off/Hq Cmdt 0200
Survey Ch/lst Sgt 82¢cl0
wo 1NC 1193
INO Sgt 82cLo
RTO 13410
TRAINS Ammo OfY “Train Co 1193
VTR Operators 63C20
RTO 82c20
Anmmo Sgh 13D40
MESS C-.cxs 9LB20
MAINT. Meehanic 63C:10
SURVSY¥ Surveyor 82czo
OPERATIONS Ls3t Opns Officer 1153
Air Observer 1193
Opns Specialist 13E20
RTO 1341C
FDC Chief Computor 13E20
Chart Operators 13E80
Computors 13720
INTEL; JOFNCE  Intell Sgt. 13820
3% 0
ANVEX )

" CONFIDENTIAL -

GRADE QUANITY
Maj 1lea
Cpt 1l ca
E-7 1lea
Cpt 1l na
E-6 1lea
Sp/L 2 ea
Lt. 1lea
E-3 2 ea
E-3 1 ea
E-6 lea
5p/5, Sp/li2 ea
Sp/L l.ea
Sp/L,PFC 2 ea
Cpt 1lea
Lt lea
SpsS - lea
Sp/4,PFC 2 ea
SFC 1lea

PFC

L ea
Sp/5,Sp/L L ea
SSG lea
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Annex J (Headqusrters Detachment 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery) to Combat
I.fter Leticn i.cport . .

INTELJ.IGENCE Intell clerk 13A10 PFC  les

COMMUNICATIONS Wire Chief 36K00 56T lea
' Wire Mah 36K20 Sph,PFC 3 ea
"RIT ‘operator 05C20 Sp/k 2 ea
Eadio hepairman 36K20 Sp/5 1leca

b. BEquipment & Vehiclcs:

QUANTITY ITEM

lea 2% Ton Von with 1% Ton Trailer
2 ea 2% ton trucks

3 ez 3/4 ton trucks with trailers
1l ea M113 APC with 3/4 ton trailer
1l ea 10Kw generator

1l ea 1.5Kw generator

1l ea 3.0iw 28 volt generator
1l ea Fire Direection kits

1l ea . : Plotting Chest

1l ea Field Desk

2 ea Foldins Tcbles

6 ea Water Cans

6 ea RC 292

8 en Field Telephones

1l ea LN-GRB 5

1lea Survey Set

1l ea Light Set

2 ea AN-PRC 25's

2 ea SB-22

1lea ) Field Safe

6 oa Shovels

2 ea Picks

1l ea Lxe

LO ea Cases of C-Hations
5000 Sandungs

1,0 Sheets SSP

10C ea Enginecr Stakes

L ca= 81 X 8' X16' Timbers

12 ea €* X 8" X 16' Timbers
1 ea Culvert Sections

1l ea 250 Cal Bladder

1lea Cross Cut Sow

1 ea Mechanical Tool Set #1
12 ea Sat of liaps

Lk ea Colman Lanterns

1l niles WD-1 Wire

29
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4nnox J (Hoadquerter's Detachm'nt, 3d Bpttalinm, &th cpii X .
Aftor uction kepart ’ taliam, Ttlllory) vo Cumbat o .

.

3. Physical Layout
@+ The facilities const,ucted by the dutachment were a8;follows:

(1) Operations Center
(2) Fire Direction Centrr
(3) Battalion CO and S-3 Quarters
(4) Enlisted Pursonnel Bunker
(5) Communications Bunker
(6) Perimeter Bunker
(7) RTIT Station

b, Figurc 2 depicts the orrengement of these facilities into an area
150' square., The major construction effort wes the croation of the
FDC/operations personnel bunker within a trench 13' wide and kg5t long
and dug 7'deep by 2 bulldozer, :

¢. Constructicn of these facilities require 2C men 2 deys to complete,
The materisls required for each bunker are listed in Appendix 1
(Bunker Material). The work was continued during the Iirst day until -
at least all areas had cne leyer of sondbz:'s overheed. During the
second day, a second layer of sandbags was laid, communications wire
andt power cableswere laid. The third daywas spent cleaning wup
personnel items and arecs, rochecking all equipment and wezpons,

4. Commnications (ses ..nnex B)
5. Security

a. Tectical SOP of the 3rd Battalion, 6th Artillery estcblished the methods
by which 21l elements woula meve by convay,

b. Within the FSB, %'cadquarters personnel w.i¢ orgenized into two squads
of approxiuately 8 men cech., These toams ccnstituted the reaction
force for the headquarters. Each nirht weapons and an anition
were Inspocted,; and squad’ leaders were instructed to pass words
and predeberminec alert and delensive positions in event of attack.

¢, In adcéiticn, a puard post w..s manned within the headguarters area.
One man shifts were established so each mon hed a maximum of 2 hours
duty per night. The AFC, M113 with .50 caliber machine gun was the
primary guard,

6, Logistics: The heudquarters commandant coordinated all loscistic require-~
ments far the artillery headquarters and firing batteries within the FSB,

-0 CONFIDENTIAL
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(Headquarters Detechment, 3rd Battalion, 6th Artillery) to Combat
After Actien Report cL t

a. Rosupply .equirements were obtained from each unit by 1LOCHE daily,
consolidated and submitt:d to the trains company, 3rd Battalion,
6th Artillery by FM radio.

b.

C.

Ceoridnation of all resupply requirements wers -1so made with
the follewing personnel:

(1)
(2]
(3)
(k)
(5)

Sl 3rd Battalion, 6th irtillery

Trains Co., 3rd Battalion, 6th artillery
84 air, 1/12 Infantry

84 trains 1/12 Infantry

Resupply specinlist Hq Battery, 3rd Battalion, 6th Lrtillery

Resupply: An individusl with a phone to the cperations swithe
board was stationed at the resupply pad to coordinate the issue of
all itims within the FSB, In addition, the headquarters com-
mandent would racheck the receipts daily with ezch unit Commander.

4
4.
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Detachment, 3d Battalion, 6th Artiliery) to Combat

Annex J (Headquarters
After Action Report
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-
0 © 7 -:g -:g
S Bl51E| |55
g2 e |2 T
o la 6@ | -'t-'i 2, ';
o e 0 1% |g 510
o o g9 ik @
& = a, b=} ™ - ad no [30] ]
S |ola @ 5 N u Q1O
Pt ot o pour o] D - = el
FACILITIES Bopat 8 15 BI85 12 |2 |-
o miAlEd B BB |5 19 (S |@°
FDC Section 7 11500§12 |2 1 2
OPNS Section 60 2000{12 1 1
Quartsrs Saction 10 {7 11500412 ]2 1l 2 |
Bn CO and 5-3 QTS || 15 | 16 |80o 1 o
Comm Off Qtr 15 6 800 1 1
NCO and EM Qtr 1600 18
Perimeter Sunker #1 500 6
" Parimeter Bunker #2 500 B 6
RIT station 25 500 1
Generator shelter 20 160 . -
. Y S -
POL shelter 20 160
Sparc Material || ac 3000 _
Totals 223 wolizood 36 L 3 |2 hs |y 118
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Annex K (Liaison) to Combat After Aation Repart .

1. Goal: '“he mission of the liaison section at 23d iRVN Divisionwas to
‘ integrate U3 artillery fires with both 23d ARVN division and Sector onarations.
This integration goes from such immecdiats roquircments as grid clearanca, air
' advisories and massing of US and /NVN ertillery to projects such as selling
; the ANVN on tha use of US artillery. Much progress has b.en made since §
*  March 1968; howevur, mueh more progress can be made.

- 2, Problem Areas: The initial problem uoon arriving in Ban s Thuot was

! in detsrmining whether t» establish lielson at sector or division. Sector

i handles nolitical clearance (concerms villages, shrines, plantations) at all

' times and also handles military clearance (takes into acesunt troonw locations
and missions) when the land falls in no ones area of on<ration. When the
land Coes fall into an .10, the »0 commancder makss clearances., Clearances could
hava been obtained by establishing liaison at either heacguartere. Howaver,
Livision headquarters was chosen due to these factors:

' a. Coordination of US-ARVN firas would be easiar. (Note: In some
. cases Sector has artillery attachud but in the case of Ban Me Thuot all
i of the artillery was organic to 23¢ 4BVN Divisioen).

b. The F.L center is at 23d ARVN DTOC.

c. Vivision was rusponsidple for all aspects of the defanse of Ban Me
Thuot. The chnice turncd -sut to be 2 gnod »nc and very few problems were
2ncountered. TOT's and massing of U3 and ARVN artillery became a common
' occurence. Jince Division controls the fires nesar Ban Me Thuot, it gave
: the liaison officsr an opportunity to "Selil" US .rtillery. The 23rd ARVN
. Division personnel had little experiencs with US artillery and were unsure
of its accuracy. Initially, sev:ral promising targets prusented themselves
south of the city and the liaiscn officer roqu:sted to fire US artillery
at them. 4RVN refused because they did not want US artillery firing cvar
their city. It took ssveral days ¢o convince them to use the US artillery.
Now, ARVN themsolves raquest reinforcing fires over the city. It wus soon
discovered that ARVN artillerymen are very confident »f their conability
and take pride in sunp.rting their troops, Therefore thay will nat re-
quest’'US artillery unless they themselves cannot reach the target or need
reinfurcing fires. On ons occasion 2 unit made contact 2nd the advisor with
the slemeni requested US artill.ry to fire even though the iPVE artillery
could reach the targot ond he had an ARVE FO. 'he grid was claared and US
artillery fired it. However, a day lator, it was discovered from Cpt Dao,
sour AVN assistant, thst the ARVNs wore vary unhappy about it. Sincs we got
the grid clearecd through them, thera was nu problem on the US sice Lot the
hRVNs went through channels to insure that the advisor did nod ropsav ais
"mistake". This problem :ls> presanted itself during the mortar attacks »n
the city of Ban 3 ‘huot. Yhe #RVN artillory takes pride in the job that
it did during the TET off.nsive and foelt that they could handle the situation
by themselvos. *hey go to great lengths to protect ths city from attacks and
will only requ:st US artillery when they beiieve it zbsolutely necessary for
reinforcing fires.

Tha US was vary successful in integrating artillery into the definss plans
outside of the city, sevecially non-divisional units and narticularly the
Trung Son cadres. *he lrung Son cadre is a Montangnard counterpart to ths
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Vistnamese RD new life cadre. The Trung Son cacre has the mission of
bringing hamlets anc villages back uncer GVM control. Lhis nrogram has
been very successful and the Viot Cong fear it. Just previcus to the TET
of fansive, the program had reoctriated many villages outside »f Ban Me
Thuot., Howaver, after T2T, 2 major nortion of the job had to b2 done aver
again, “‘his, coupled with the fact that the territary which had long b2en
friendly was now controlled by the VC, greatly lowersd the morale of the cadre.
hecordingly, US artillery sunport was offirec snd accepted by the Trung
Son advisor. JSince that time US artillery has fired defensive targets
around the Trung Son HQ and L villagss. -dditional cefensive targats are
scheduled around villeges in the 3an Me Thuot arca.

3, Oparations:

a, une village, Soun &a Pour, had been attacked by mortars for four
nights in a row. Jhe VC were so confident of themselves in fact, that they
malde propaganda ls~flats which stated they would attack for 15 nights in
a row and even gave the number of rounds that were to be fire¢, The leaf=-
1:ts also stated that the rsason they were attacking was to drive the cacre
sut of the village. *he ARVN had not fired in susport of the village. On
the fifth night s promised, the attacks started again, this time, the cadre
called for fire =) US artillery responded. *he attack stooned and the next
day a sweep of 1w area revealad blood trails and two bodies. The villege
was not attackad for more than a month after that, when it was cut short once
again by US artilicry. y

b. %he codre's msralc is now high because they know they have artillery
support standing behind them. «1so the Trung Son advisors say that they
can speed up their progrim considerably because of the support the US has
offered them.

¢. + cortinuing obiective is the integration of US and "RVN ~r.illery
fires. This was initially accomplish:d during the combinec US/ARVH -merations
north of 32 Me Thuot in March 1968. However, meny imorovements noed to be
made by LRV artillery in arcas of computation of met data énd regisctrations.
Thsse rtems are of the utmost importance to improve accuracy and massing
fires. .2 nave talkdd t> the US advisor and ‘he 4RVN Livision [rtll.ory
Commander asout registration. The advisor is continuously attempt .p to
sursuade JR%Fs to rogistor but has not baen successful to cate. Tney
have aircraf* and qualiflecd obsarvers but they will not register. The
Livarty Commundser says w.oat the reason that they do not register is oecaus2
they cannot affurd to fire all of that ammuniticn every sther cay o> so and
that they can get the rounds out with enough accuracy and. safety without it.

d. when the radar arrvived and the Division Artillery Command.r was
approached with 4> proposition of registering with it, ther.by saving
ammunition 2nd thei. agnlying the MIT and patting e eonroximate VI,
later using the 147 only. He sosmed interceted. He has reproducad the MET
£.rm into Vietnamcse end has his neopls nractice computing the YET., FHove-
fully, he will soon take the next step and register.
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e, during our stay in 3rn Me Thust we ware assisted by. twy ARVN
LNO's CptPku, and Cot D0, Both »f thzse mon helped in clearing firss, and in
fact they cleared all fires in the 0. They gave us an appreciation of the
high calibar »f iRVN artillory officers.

f. On one occasion while a RF sutpost was in contact with 2 comnany
sizec ulcment, two of the task force artillary units fired in sumport of the
Lubpost, oruaking the attack.

g. IFfFV is bringing survay control into the arsa. Contrsl will be ex-
tundee to 21l U3 and /RVI battoriss in the 3an He Thuot when ths survey 'is
complatsc.

4. Other Pointas:

a. The liaison officer should understand tha advisory effort of MACY,
The 10. should work almost entirely through the advisor.

b. The air advisory systcm is adequate,

lhe LO section should have at lzast two racdios. One will monitor
the batt"lion CF and une will monibor ssctors frejuency, and also ve used for
air adviscries.

de  The Liaisor Offi.cr should work vary clusely with the Intelligence
sections of both Divisisn and sactsr. The axbhange of int:lligsnce infor-
mation was a valuable aild curing the Task Force 1/12 oneratisns in 3an Mo
Thuot. \
S. UContinuous liaison by Commanding Officor, 3¢ on, 6th arty was conducted
with the advisors at Scctor, District, Spacial l‘orces, 33:,a4 ARV Division
srtillery, Visits were ms.(‘.e t5 all the 23re /PVN Livision irtillery battalion
headguarpoers and batterics in the B-n Me Thunt arca. Through these visits,
the commanding officer, 3d On, 6th .rty sphanced the r:lations md spirit »f
cooperation between all artillery urits and clearance agzncizs in thas Bon
Me Thuot area,
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