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SECRET
A UBM.12NAIT OF 7111 3MI

H3MUARTRS, 9TM w.alY -GMU (AD)
AFO San Francisco 96309

AWE-C 22 kay 1968

SUBJXT: Oparational Report of Headquarters, 97th Artill.ry G-oup (AD)
for Y'ericd Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOII-65 (R-lj) (U)

TRRU: Co=.a=iing Grieral
United States Army Vietnam
ATTN: AV, C-DST
APO US Force6 96375

i I I
Coroander-in-Chief
United States Army Pacific
Ain: GPOP-T I
APO US Forces 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Forces Dvwopment
Department of the Army
Washington, D. C. 20310

I. (SAW0FRN) Zction 1, Orerations: Significant Activities,

a. During the reporting period 1 February - 30 April 1968, the 97th
Artillery Group (AD) remained assigned to US Arny Vietnam and under opera-
tional control of the 7th US Air Forcs. Task organization is listed in
Inclosure 1. The Group headquarters continued to ex-rcise coumand and
administratien of attached EI&MK battalions and support detachmants. The
1H.9K battalions fulfiled their assigned missions of providing air defene
of the TALX, SON NHUT/BI HOA and CA11 RANH BAY/NIA TM G areas. n addition,
the Group continued to exercise comand and administration. less operational ;
control, of the assigned Field Artillery Detachments (RADAR-COUNTR 1,RTAR)
and Infantry Detachment (GROUbJ SRVEILL1.C2).

b. The 79th Ordnane Detschment (cRGS) (HIXAK) continued its mission
of providing a general -.pport supply and maintenanca facility for the two
1TAM bAttalions.

c. The 439th Signal Detachment continw-d its :iseion of providipg VHF
radio support for -the -928th0A944eryqoup JAR
SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED 28934
NOT RELEASABLE TO 'FOREIGN S ONRDDA ERITRAS

S 0 V.OT 1 NATIONALS BY AUTHORITY OF SECETONGR D ATER YEA S;
'' ~ Z33 CO97T ART GP(AD ONDECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.:! ! CO 97TH ARTY GP (AD) ON

22 May 1968 DOD DIR 5200.1 0
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SUBt MT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 97th Aertbillery Group (AD)

for Enn 30 April 1966, RCS CSFCR-65 (R-1)

d. The assigned Field Artillery Detachments (RWDlR) and Infantry
Detachment (GOOUND SRVMIILANiCI), further attached to Hq Battery., 97th-
Arty Gp (0) and the 6th Bn, 56th Arty, rem.ined under operational eon-
trol of the Capital Miitary District and Dong Nbi Sentitive Area, re-
spectiveyr.

e. All assigned and attached units were engaged in training and
operations during the 90 day reporting period.

f. Upon notification of Red Alort at 310400H January 1968, the 97th
Arty Gp (AD) Tactical Operation Center (TOO) initiated 24 hour operation
and -as tully manned on a continuous basis until 10 February 1968. The
TOO maintained constant communications with the two battalions operations
centers at Bien Hoa and Cam Ranh Bay, the Tan Son Nhut Control and Report-
ing Cnter, the Hon Tre Island Control and Reporting Post, USAIV headquar-
ters via land line and EAC circuits, the Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area Joint
Defense Operations Center (JDOC) via radiQ and landlines, the N"C mnex
reaction force (SECTaC C) (TaSK FORCE CiaRLIE) and monitored the Mlitary
Police Net. The TOO mas able to maintain an up-to-dats status on ground
and air defense conditions, equipment readiness and situation maps of the
BIN HOa/SAIGONT.N SON NHUT/U RIH BAY/MT MiUG area as inputs were
rece.ved from local and oitlying units and agencies.

(2) Support providV, by this headquarters.

(a) Personnel:

1. On initiation of hostilities, this headquarters provided four officerf
to the Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area Joint Defense Operation Center (T;N-JDO)
to asist in 24 hour a day operation of this facility. The officers involved
performed their duties on a shift basis durlig the period 31 January - 14
February 1968.

2. On 31 January, i sixteen Ian'security orco uss orgaftied and deployed
to reinforce the southern perimeter of ICV .N=i ; uratin - 1O0 &ys.

On 31 January this headquarters organized and deployed a tuelve man
security force to the west end of the MGCV ANI pelimeter. This force was
tasked rith providing security for the MCV enlisted billets. Duration ' 4
days.

A. On 31 January, a 27 man reserve platoon was organized and equipped
to reinforce Task Force Charlie. On 2 February this platoon -as increased
to one officer and thirty six enlisted men, attached to Task Force Charlie
and relieved the 34th General Support Group on line so this unit could re-
turn to their critical mission of helicopter maintenance. On 5 February
this platoon was returned to Task Force reserve and so remained until thisheadquarters' assumed control of Task Forze Peter (renramed for or Charlle) onJ

7 Mach19C8R
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SUBMgC!: Operational Report of Headquarters, 9'th Artillery Group (AD)

-for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS cSFOR-65 (R-l) (M)

S$. On 31 January, the 79th Ord Dat and Btry C, 6th Bn, 56th Arty
orgailzed and equipped a security p2atoon oZf 1 officer and 24 enlisted men
to assist the 2d Svc Da (ARVN) in the defense of the 058 Gateb Tan Son 11hut
Sensitive Area. This platoon served as a quick reaction force during day-
light hours and btysically .manned the perimeter at the 058 gate during the
hours of darress. This commitn..t was terdzted on, O Fdbruary when the
platoon was relieved by an armored cavalry unit.

F 6. On 7 February 1968, 1st LG CMD OPIAN 16-67 was implemented. The
6th Bn, 56th Arty was tasked to provide 50 drivers to assist in clearing
supplies from the Saigon port facilities. On 19 February this commitmenVt.was increabed to 2.10 drivers and continued until 16 March.

(b) Transpo .ation:

On 1 February, this headquarters mobilized the organic transport capa-
bility., augmented this force with additional vehicles from the 79th Ord Det
and the 6th Bn, 56th Arty, and provided thirty-five 21 ton trucks to the
JDOC on an on-call as needed basis. During the period 2 - 20 February these

* vehicles were used to support a task force composed of elements of the lst
and 25th Thfantry Divisiosis and the 101st Airborne Division deployed 'in
the Saigon/Bien Hoa area.

(c) Igistics Support:

During the period concerned, this headquarters furnished limited Class
I, III, and V support to local units in need out of on-hand assets. These
it3ms were primarily "C" rations, IMGAS and individual/crew served weapons
ammunition.

g. Personnel Activities:

(1) The Group was overstrength by 10% at the beginning of the report-
ing period, due primarily to acsignmant of personnel with unauthorized I)So
To alleviate this problm, 150 personnel were transferred to the 48th Tran-
sportation Group. To further reduce the strengths to authorized levels, a

*program was instituted in April whereby excess personnel are r~ported to
USARV for reassignment. It is anticipated that this program wJl maintain
strength near the authorized level.

(2) A possible morale problem caused by lack of promotions due to ex-
cess personnel has been somewhat alleviated by the above actions together
with the promotion during March of all E-4s on the &-5 promotion list.
During the period, 32 allocations to &-4 were received, however, soma 250
personnel are eligible for promotion to L-4.

(3) Group officer strength was at authorized strength during February,
* however, the levy of a Captain and a lieutenant for YACV and a Captain for

Provisional Corps Vietnam plus the fact that officer requisitions for April

EC
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SUBJWT: Operdtional Repot of Headquarterz, 97th Artiller.Grpu# CAD)
for Period Fnding 30 April 1968, ROS cSFOR-65 (R-1) (U)04

were not validate,. has resulted in a shortage of Lieutenants, which will.
eist until June.

-() There were 1-20 extensions of foreign gervice.-

(5) The following decoraoiox6 were awardedi

(a) Bronze Star - 21

(b) PAxrple Heart 1 1

(c) ArM Commendation Medal - 34

h. 0perations Activities

(1) During the period, efforts were i.ir-eted toward improving tactical
operations, contingency planning for possiblc ihew missions and conduct of
special air defense studies.

(2) Improving Tactical Operations

(a) Manual Arny Air Defense Comnand Post (AADCP): The ADCF, under
construction during the previous reportig period, became operational on
21 February and fully marned 24 hours a day on 11 March, It serves as an
alternate AADCP and as a Tactical Operations Center (TOO) for the Group.
Equipment includes status of equipment boards, status of alert boards,
tactical action boards, air az.d ground defense condition information boards
with appropriate detailed w'Iipons and necessary telephone and radios for
communications. During normal duty hours, it is ,manned by the Air Defense
Operations Officer (ADOO) and a crew of 3 D1. (I crew chief; 1 plotter;
I recorder/teller). After duty hours, the ADCO is relieved by the Group
Staff Duty Officer (SDO). The manual AADCP/TOC provide the Group Com'ander
a location from which he can monitor and/or control both the air defense

and ground defense operations as required by the tactical situation.

(b) Artillery Plotting: Headquarters 97th Artillery Group personnel
continued to assist Air Force personnel at the 7th Air F6rce Control and
Reporting Center (CRC) at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, and at the 7th Air Force
Control and Reporting Post (CRP) on Hon Tre Island in plotting friendly
artillery fires for the safe passage and protection of friendly aircraft.
A total of 13,486 friendly artillery plots were recorded (February 4567;
March 5037; April 3882). This was an increase of 6000 plots over.the pre-
vioua reporting period and two men per shift,.required to accomplish the
plotting.

c) Systems Unknown: During the reporting period, a total of 49 air-
craft penetrating the Vietnam Air Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ) were
classified as Systems Unknown, requiring selected HtWK batteries to come to

3ecT
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- - for Period Ending 30 April 1968, Res CSFOR-65 (R4) (U)

"Battle Stations" (17 in February; 21+ in March; 8 in April). Al. aircraft
were silbsequently idetified friendly. Total "Battle Stations" time was
5 hours and 6 minutes.

(d) Air Defense Exercises- Dujring April, this headquarters instituted

no-notice, scored, air d6-ense exercises Inown as HIMI RUN". These exercises,
conducted at CRC/CRP level by 97th Artillery Group (AD) operations perisonnel,
ealuate the reaction time of the State I and II HAW batteries against USAF
V02 interceptors and targets of -nportimity. Selected courses are flowm
ngainst the W-W batteries to sim ;,ate actual engagements. A total of a
exercises have been-conducted and have proven to be an ideal training aido
f improving team work, reaction time, target correlati an4 reportini pro-.
cedudres.

(e) Unit Readiness& Program:

1 Based on-current .?qu3pment Servipeabflity 13riteria7'(ESO) ontain~d
in AR 220-1, as changed by 16;g DCL00/4E 0,0S5800 efeitive'21 Sep 67,
Green -"Ambe'r- Red availability f6r the 'period ws'as follows.:

, 7 OTAL HOURS

GRM~ 92.70 20021P;O

XMM 3.95 54 :19

M 3.3 ?2441

2 Breakdown of Non-Green Availability Time:

a Amber Nn-AvaLlability by major item of equipment;

NO. ITMS
ITM o OF AI4B NO. HOURS

HIM 33.48 15 . 86:07.

OC 32.20 2 . 75:07.

PAR 22.48 6 192:22^

CDG 8.89 . ".7:27

2.95 5 24:16

sEcreaG=T| . fcCZST
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SUB=ECT Operational 2eport of 1Beadquarters, 97th Artillery Group (AD)
for Period -Rding 30 April 1968, CS CSFO43 (R-i.) (U).

b Red Non-Availbility time by major item of equiient;

4D! IMIi
ITW % OF RED TIfl 0- NO. RouRs

ROR 54.14 :8392:30

OIIAR 40,60 8 294;07

BCO 5,26 6 37:34

(W Annual Service Practice:

3 During this reporting period, the proposed site for Ha Annual
Service Practice (Asp) -w chava~ed from Cam IPanh Bay (Btry Aj 4th Bn,
71st Arty) to Hon Tre Island (y--7 C th Bn, 71st Arty). lds C eange

* was predicated on the disapproval of the request for waiver of surface
danger zone, submitted by this headquarters on 3 January 196s.

A request for maiver of surface danger zone was submitted by this I
headquarters for the Hon Tro Island site on 21 liarch. Verbal concurrence
and approval was rceived from USIIRV on or about 30 N aro.

2 On 28 Yarch, this headquarters appointed a field grade ASP project
officer and coordination with other services and -agencies was initiated*

A request for interservice agreements was submitted to USing on
22 Yarch to obtain the following servicest.

a A-helicopter for drone recovery.

b Engineer support for ccnstruction of drone launcher pads, -ange
tower and viewling stands.

c Air transportation for personnel involved in Annual Service

*practice (Asp).,
d Landing Craft Utility (LCU) to move personnel and equipment from I

the mainland to Hon Tre Island.

e Aircraft for range sweep prior to each missile firing.

.f Aircraft for aerial bservation and taret drone location upon
completion of missile firiig and fdr calibration runs prior to each firing.

a Surface missile range patrol to assure safety durvg firing phases.

h Surface vessel sweep of range prior to firing,

'6
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SUBJECT: Operational Report, of Headquarters, 97th Aillery-Group .(AD)
for Period &ding -,30 Apri 1969, acs cSF()t-5 (R-i) (u)

Mn 'i- is re-gmet ap'o ved and direct liaison was authorized with
-the services involved. Personal cohtact with each agency involved in the
--zupport of ASP ws accomplished during this Tperiod.

6 During the pw-iod 17 - 21 A1pril, two representatives from thi!.
headquarters visited the HAWK firing -site at Taiwan to rTsolve major prob-
lefs as to the instaliation of Ryan Aeronautical Company Firebee/Towbee
equipment at Hon Tre sland. Plans for drone 2launclipids afid okiintation
were obtained and upon return to parent organization., coordination vith
the USRV Bgineer and the 18th Fngineer Brigade was accomplihed for
consiructidn of the drone facilities,

Telemetering missile transmitters were shipped from Okinawa to the
Hon Tre Island range and were installed in the missiles to be -tired. Pe-
sonnel assigned to the Direct Support Patoon (DSP%, 6th n, 71st Arty,
were a-igned this mission. An AJ/T51-43 (Shop 4) van was transported
from Cam Ranh Bay to Hon Tre Island to perform appropriate missile.checks
after installation of the telemetering transmitter.

8 The Annual Service Yractice schedule has been published with the
first H a K Btry scheduled to commence the preparation phase on 26 May 68,,

* 2 ~On 30 April 1568, LTC Tcwery q 30th Arty lide (AD), AMO 96331,
and Mr. Yichael T. Savine, Byan Aeronautical Company representative,
arrived in country to attend an AS? briefing at this headquarters and to
visit the ASP site. The briefing, conducted by the ASP project officer
on 30 April 6 sas attended by LTC Spitler, USARV G3 Arty Branch and mem.
bers of the Group staff.

(g) -Combat Readiness Evaluation- During the reporting peiod, a
total of five 97th Arty Gp (AD) Coibat Reidiness Evaluations (CREts) were
- nducteaf to determine the effectiveness of IAMEW battery personnel and
equipment,- In addition, the results.of 45 battalion-administered Combat
Readiness Evaluations tR'S) were analyzed. 'This led to the identtifica-
tion of training weaknesses z'ich require continued comand emphasis.

(h) BITE Modification Program: To'Raytheon company representatives
arrived at this headquarters on 30April 68 for-the purpose of coordinating
the installation of the BujUit-In Test Equipment (BITF modificatlon, _
'This modification will be iistalled *in the Battery Contro.L Center, High
Powered Illuminator Radar, selected chassis and test equipment.

(i) Other Actions:

j 97th Arty Gp (AD) Regulation 30-1 was revised and publis1d on-
8 April 1968. This regulation should greatly enhance training programs
within the Group.

SECRET
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 97th Art_. '."ou p (AD)

for Ening 30 April 1968, (CS)CSFORZZ5 (U)

2 This headquarters assigned a full-time Liaison Officer to USARV G3
on 8 April 1968 to insure timely coordination and exchange of information
on all air defense matters.

, This headquarteri submitted a change to MTOE 44-237D on 19 March
1968 requesting foui multiple caliber .50 machinegun: squads for each HAWK
battery. Tis chmnge, approved by HO USARV and HQ MACV, was returned
without action on 10 April 1968 pending subhission and approval of a con-
cept plan. This plan leas prepared and diapatched to USRV 22 April 1968.

! This headquarters submitted a change to MTOE 44-12E on 5 March
1968. This change requested a deletion of 5 officers and 11 enlisted
slots in addition to numerous changes in the grade structure within the
MTOE. This change wa6 reviewed, modified and forwarded by USfRV to
CENCUSARIPIAC on 22 April 1968. If implemented, this MOE change will
delete 5 officers, 1 warrant officer and 13 enlisted spaces from thd¢TOE
with a resulting 130 spaces authorized.

(3) Contingency Planning for Possible New IMiss~ons

(a) Bangkok, Thailand

1 As previously reported, this headquarters completed an air defense
study of the Bangkok area, dispatched offibers- to Bangkok for a series of
conferences with representatives of the Royal Thai Army (RTA), the A1meri-
can 1hbassy, JUS1.'G/6XuCT, USi1 SUPTH..I, and the 7/*3 ;dr Force. These
conferences resulted in agreements that the RT., would form cornsittees to
begin work on site selection and construction, visit RVN and Taiwan MWK
units, and that 97th Artillery Group (AD) representatives would return to
Thailand to assist in site selection and construction. The 97th Irty Gp
(AD) was informed that the HWK battery for Thailand might be provided
from the Group assets.

2 During this reporting period, two additional visits were made to
Bangkok. During the period 26 February tb 1 March, two' Group staff officers
visited Bangkok to assist the IT in selection, design and layout of a
H.WK site. A site drawing of a typical site was left with the RTA
together with a fact sheet to help eulain minimum and maximum separa-
tion distances.

During the period 26 - 28 March, the following personnel from
Thailand visited the 97th Arty Go (,,D) to view and study the standard
of construction of USi. MW battery facilities in RVN. This was to pro-
vide a comparison with what had already been seen in Taiwan and to assist
the RT.'. in finalizing their construction plans for HAW& facilities in
Thailand.

8
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 97th Artillery Group (AD)
for Period Etding 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U)

I ISITOR TITLE

Col George W. McIntyre MACT J3

LTC Dale J. Crittenberger MACT J3 Plans

Cl Vibul Rowsathien RTA, J3, Sup CMD HQ F0MAF.D

Col Seri Herabut RTA, J, " " "

Col Pavatawong Hutasevi RTA, 0/S AAA Div. RTA

During the period 7 April to 17 April, the Bangkok project officer,
this headquarters, visited Thailand to assist the RTA in preparation of a
TOE for the HA-WX battery and to discuss a possible deployment date for a
USA HAWK battery to Thailand.

5 Current status: 'fhe completed TOE is in draft form at present. It
is estimated b' .Tfiland that approxdmately three monthd'will be required
to acquire the necessary real estate and that an additional 6 to 9 mcnths will
be required for construction. JUSMAG/MACT feels this is an excessive
amount of time. The indication here is that there could be a desire on
the part of the Thais to delay the deployment. It is known that the Thais
are deeply concerned with the effect of the deployment on the Military
Assistance Program (MAP) funding.

(b) H,.I Reduploymont dnd .th&"PXAF Study:

1 As previously reported, the PACAF Study, dated 28 Sep 67, made
nrmerous reconmendations as to the deployment of air defense in RVN. One
of the major reco,mr.endations was to improve the effectiveness of the air
defense missile units in the Da Nang/Chu Lai area. On 24 Nov 67, the
Commander 7th Air Force comniented on the PACAF Study and strongly recom-
mended that the two USA H;1WK battalions in-country be redeployed to relieve
the two '511C HAWk battalions deployed in the Da Nang/Chu Lai area. On
9 Jan 68, COMUSMIACV, in a message to CINCPAC made the following comments
concerning the 97th Arty Gp (AD):

a Due to the wnlikelyhood of an air attack against Cam Ranh Bay oL'

Saigon, USA HAWK units deployed in these areas could be redeployed else-
where.

b Three courses of action were available to provide the best defenses
at Ba Nang and Chu Lai.

c Based on an analysis of the data contained in the PACAF: Study,
COMUSMCV recommended the course of action %to redeploy the 97th Arty Gp

(AD) and both battalions to the Da NangChu Lai area and release the USMC
units.

9 
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters., 97th Artillery Group (AD)

for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RcS CSFOR-65 (RT1-) (U)

2 Subsequent uctions:

a CINCPAC 14SG to JCS and QONUSUACV, dated 20 Jan 68, subject: Air
Defense Study of South Vietnam (U) made the following comments ccv.eerning
the 97th Arty Qp (AD):

(1) CDICPAC had considered C01USIRACV recommendations,

(a) CINCPAC considered that the more desirable alternative would be
that of redeploying the 97th Arty Gp (AD) and one HAWK battalion to Chu
lai to relieve the 2d LAAM battalion (USMO)

(2) CINCPAC approved the above listed alternative,

( Relieved units (one USA HAW battalion at Cam Fanh Bay/Nha Trang
area and one USMC HAWK battalion at Chu Lai) would be withdrawn as direc-
ted by JCS and should be withdrain to CONUS.

(5) That the HAW battery for Thailand could be provided from the
released USA battalion.

b MACV message 02935 to CG USARV and CG III MAF dated 26 Jan 68 direc-
ted:

* (Q) Tha USARV coordinate move of Hq 97th Arty Gp (AD) and one batta-
lion to Chu Lai.

(a) That coordination pertaining to Arn ASP at Cam Ranh Bay be madeo

(3) That 97th"Arty Gp (D) be prepai ed to ralease one augmented bat-
tery to Thailand,

() Thai p1ns be submitted to MACV.

(5) That no units will be moved or inactivated until approved by MACV.

c On 7-8 March, the CO and key staff members, this headquarters,
attended a planning conference at Chu Lai with members of the USMC and
USAF. The purpose of the conference vas to effect necessary interservice
coordination concerning the possible relief of the 2d LAAM battalon
(USMC) (HAWK) by a USA HQAK battalion. Areas discussed involved ccinAP
and control, communications, non-HAWK peculiar supply activities, local
security. requirents, and a tentative plan for a relief in place with
a minimum disruption in defense readiness,

i. d This headquarters was subsequently directed by USARV to prepare
necessary plans to deploy one battalion to Chu Lai. OPLN/AD14N PLAN
20-68 (S), this headquarters, provides for the movement of the 6th Bn,
56th Aevy (-) (HHB wad three HWK batteries) to relieve the USMO unit.

10
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SUBJECT: Opertioual Report of 1eadquarte-s, 97th Artillery Group (AD)

for Period Bading 3-0 April 1968, RCS C3FOR-65--(R-1) (U)

These plans were forwarded to USARV/WACV and 7th AF on 2 Apr 68.

e USARPAC message S1 494-4 to OG USIM dated 2 Feb 68 requested follow-
ingclarification concerzting movement:

Will movement include the 79th Ord Det for GMS, and if so, where?

(4 Is any reduction in personnel planned for either the 79th Ord Det~~or 97th Arty Gp (AD)? ""

(2 Will the existing ISSA with the USMO HAWK units continue or be
expanded?

f In a letter dated 16 Feb 68, subject. Preliminary Plans for Rede-
ploym .ent of HAIWK Units (U), the CO 97th Arty Gp (AD) recomended the follow-
ing to DOG USARV:

(Q) That the 6th 1h, 56th Arty be relieved from current air defense
mission between 1-10 Mar'68

(a) That the 6th Bn, 56th Arty begin sealift from Saigon to Chu Lai
between 20-30 Mar- 68

(2) That the 6th Ba, 56th Arty relieve the 2d LAAM battalion during
period 1-20 Mar .

() That Btry C, 6th Bn, 56th Arty, be relieved from current air
defense mission at least 30 days prior to desired arrival date in Bangkok.

(k) That the 97th Arty Gp (AD), 459th Signal Detachment and 6th Ba.,
71st Arty be relieved from air defense mission at least 30 days rrior to
embarkation dates IPr withdrawal from theater.

() Providing withdrawal dates for the 6th Bn, 71st Arty is subsequent
to 1 Jul 68; , conduct Annual Service Practice (ASP) at Cam Ranh Bay for
all U%, HA., units during May 68.

() If the air defense of Cam Ranh Bay/Nha Trang is to be retained
for an indefinite period beyond 1 Jun 68, , redeploy the 97th Arty Gp
(AD), 459th Sig Det and 79th Ord Dot from Tan Son Xhut to Cam Ranh Bay
starting Jun.:68.

USARPAC message GPOP-SWI 74,22 to CINCPAC- dated 17 Feb 68 offered
the following considerations:

(Q) Implementation of the KICV reconmendation and CVlCPAC decision
will uncover large and vital Army assets in the Saigon, Bien Hoa, Cam Ranh
Bay, and Ifa Trang areas at a time when the potential air threathas not
diminished and could conceivably increase on short notice.3EC ET
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(a) The greater threat exists in Da Nng and Chu Lai which could well
justify some shifting of HAW.K units. However, it is not prudent to entire-
ly uncover southerz bases.

"() The PACLF Study supports retaining HAMK at Cam Ranh Bay.

(,/, That t:,e decision to redeploy HAK from Vietnam should be re-exa-
mined. HAN posture should not be decreased.

(Q) Should ICV decide not to release the HAMK battery for Thailand,
it cculd better come from either DA or PACOM4 (Okinawwa) resources.

h JCS message 1041 to CINOPAC, 14 Feb 68, stated that because of the
recent enemy air threat in the vicinity of the SVN E and the current
situation in the Republic of Korea, no action was being taken by the JCS
at that time on the CIfiCPAC recomm ndation, JCS further requested that
CINCPAC review their recoDendations and inform JCS if relocation of the
two HAM& battalions to CONUS or elsewhiere outside RVN was still, desired.
If the recormendaton was still valid, then JCS requested, as a basis for
furthWr conideration, the date the elements would be available for ship-
ment, In addition, JCS requested the composition of the USA HAWK batta7-
lion (-) if a IHid battery and augmentation is retained in RVN for subse-
quent movement to Thailand, overall spaces generated and a study of desi-
rability of reloe.ing a USA HAWK battery in WIN for rnoyement to Thailand.

i In an-wcr to the JCS message of 14 Feb 68, and CINCPAC message
140015Z Apr 68, MMUS1ACV secret message 11410, 2304282 Apr 68 had the
following conments:

() Relief of 2d LAM Bn at Chu Lai will be completed by the USA HAWK
battalion in Saigon 50 days after receipt of orders.

(2) The 6th Bn, 71st Arty, intact, will be available for shipment
within 30 days after receipt of orders.

(2) HHB, 97th Arty Gp (AD), 79th Ord Det (GYMC.) (HAW) and the 459th
Sig Det should be phased out with the 6th Bn, 71st Arty.

( ) However, if the 6th Bn, 71st Axty, is retained in RVN for any
appreciable time after the 6th Bn, 56th Arty deploys to Chu Lai, then BHB,
97th Arty Gp (AD) and 459th Sig Det should redeploy to Cam Ranh Bay/Nha
Trang. The 79th Ord Det should stay in Saigon pending phase-out of 6th
Bn, 71st Arty.

(Q) The remaining USMC HAK battalion at Da Nang will be augmnted
with personnel and float equipment from the relieved USMC battalion at
Chu Iai.

(i. The 6th Bn, 56th Arty (-) will consist of 729 personnel and

12 1.
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include a HM and 3 HAW1K batteries organized under present MIOE. This
battalion (-) is adequate to relieve the 2d L& En at Chu Lai.

(") SMC spaces gnerated will be 449.
(Q) Total out-country redeployment (0INIS and Thafiland battery of

131 personnel) wll generate 1235 Army spaces.

- (2) In-country redeploymnmt plans will involve 37 space augmentations
to the 6th Bn, 56th Arty (-/ for additional staff and liaison futions
as well as a general suppo.tt maintenance element.

a(nd Battery C, 6th Bn, 56th Arty wi:l require 30 dys preparation
i: for shipment to Thailand.

Current Status: C INhPAC reconyideratioi and recommendations have

been forwarded to JCS. Awaiting JCS action.

~(c) Air Defense of ime/Ilra Bai

1 In a letter. 30 Jan 68, subject: Air Defense of the Hue/Phu Bai
Area (S) (ADOTHA), thi6 headquarters submitted an air defense study at
the request of the War Plans Division, 7th Air Force. The requirment
was generated by an inquiry from General Abrams to Gneral Momeyer inlight of the organization and deployment of Y.CVIFqr'ardf The empioyme~r

of HAWK and automatic weapon (M42 and" 55) were coisidered to provide a
composite defense due to radar masking° The defense design was an over-
night effort to recommend a mnimal air defense for the Hue/Phu Bai air*
base and M.C'V Forbrd vital are4,.

2 Conclusions; T6t two EHIK batteries witn four M55 machinegun
squads pVr battery and one M42 AW battery could be deployed imediately
to prov.de this requested minimal air defense.

(V,) Special Air Defense. 5tudies:

(a) MACV Vietnamese Air Defense Study: This ACV J53 special air
defnse study, started in February 1968, was conducted to determine what
eqtipment would be needed fn terms of aircraft, missiles and aut' atic
wriapons to adequately protect four vital areas: Tan Son Nhut/Bie Hoa
air bases, Cam Ranh Bay, Qui Nhon, and D& Nang. This headquarters provi-
ded a representative to this Joint-study group. Thb. study assumptions
were that a cessation of hostilities existed, US forces had withdrawn,
all territory adjacent to vital areas are secure, and the GVN wculd pro-
vIde personnel to man the resulting air defense structure. On 3 March
1968, a HIWK missile and gun defense study was completed by this head-
quarters as an input to the overall study. A defense analysis utilizing

S1:250,000 maps was conducted for each vital area. Based on WiCV gidance,

an austere defense was developed. The following recommendations were made:

13
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I That a three-battery HA'.,K defense be considered for each of the
Da Nang, Qui Nhon and Cam Ranh Bay vital areas.

2 That a four-battery HAWK defense be considered for the Saigon/Bien
Hoa area.

. That an 'iDA AW 42 battery of 16 fire units be considered to aug-
menf, each of the C;XiK vital area defenses in the following order of pric-
lity: Da Nang, Cam IRanh Bay, Qui Mhon, Saigon/Bien Hoa. This study is
still in progress and numerous changes in guidance have occurred, but the
aoove listed recommendations are still valid.

(b) The Army Air Defense Requirements Plan, FY 1969 - 1978 (AADP FY
69 - 78) (U), HQ DA dated February 1968.

I On 12 April 1968, this headquarters ias tasked by USARV to review -J
and comment on the above-enticned requirenents plan. Comments were to
include, but not be limited to, the following:

a RVN air defense requirements ccmpared to the AADP FY 69 - 78 (U),
HQD.

b The number and type Allied dir Defense Forces in RPVJ and their
general deployment areas, missions, tie in "ith US air defense plans and
new units planned.

c Sufficient discussion, to include air defense priorities which
support RVN requirements, to allow evaluation.

2 USARV also requested air defense plans from this headqarters,
7th AF and MACV that pertain to Army air defense,

In order to accomplish tvs task, this headquarters conducted an

air defense requirements study which'included;

a A review of threat potentials and plausible tactical scenarios.

b Postulation of air defense .lorities.

£ Summary of air defense materiel capabilities and limitations.

a Evaluation of interservice air defense capability trade-offs.

e Documentation of air defense level materiel (two-phases Phase I

FY 69- 72, P hase n FY 73 - 78).

1/ "5h" ArM Air Defense Requirements Fai, the Republic of Vietnam, FY
1969 - 1978 (U), Headquarters 97th Artillery Group (AD), dated 7 X&sy 1968.

t 14



: AVGq-C*/ SUBJECT: Ope.ational Report of Headquarters, 97th Artillery Group (AD)
for Period vndiP-g 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U)

f Synopsis of current air defense and related studies. These included
the Pacific Air Force South Vietnam Air Defense Study (U) (PACAF Study) and
the A-ir Defense in Vietnam (U) Study previously conducted by this headquar-
ters.

SThe 97th Artillery Group (AD) Requirements Plan was completed and
-forwarded to USARV on 7 May 1968.

i. Traiing Activities:

(1) During the reporting period, emphasis was placed on operationalreadiness training to inalude XT/TPQ-21 simnl'ator training, rissiUeman
qualification and jz-epration for Annual Service Practice.

(2) A total of 368 personnel were qualified as HAWK missileen
during the period.. Tese were personnel who had expired qualification
or who achieved higher degrees of qualification. The breakdown of the
personnel qualified, by degree of qualification is as follows:

Second Class Xissilemen" 221

First Class issilemen 143

lxpert Hissilen 4

j.Intellgence Activities.

(1) iuteligence activities during the reporting period were primari-
ly devoteX t-6 obtaining and" maintaining current intelligence data, ineu-
ring the ad*qu;cy of physical security and the ground defense posture,
and c6ntinuing~the norval-task of obt ining-and validating security
clearainces. "

() Coordination with Capital Military District (C.) resulted in
additional intelligence data being available through briefings held at
C24D headquarters each Sunday morning. This headquarters was also placed
on the distribution list for the CMD Daily Intelligence Summary.

(3) Emphasis continued on review and inventory of classified docu-
ments. A total of 1700 Confidential, 56 Secrets and 2 Top Secret docu-
ments were processed. A semi-annual inventory of all Secret and Top Se-
cret documents was conducted in April. As a result of the inventory, 240
Secret and 2 Top Secret documents were destroyed.

(4) 97th Artillery Group Regulation 380-5, Safeguarding Defense Infor-
mation, was revided in order to implement the provisions of USARV Regula-
tion 380-5. In addition, this headquarters published a new regulation
604-5, Personnel Security Clearances.
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(5) Coordination with the 18th Ml:tary Police Brigade resulted in
a system whereby the 6th Battalion, 71 st Artillery, can pick up and turn
in sentry dogs from the 981st HP C=aFpny (Sentry Dog) at Cam Ranh Bay.
This eliminates the requirement and fxpense of shipping dogs between Tan
Son Nhu and Cam Ranh Bay.

(6) There were no enezy ground attacks directed against uits of

- this womand during the reporting period, however, four standoff rocket/

mortar attacks were conducted. Details as to these attacks are is follows:

270530 Feb 68 HB 97th Arty I rount Negative rasualties, minor
Gp (AD) 122= rat damage to one building

(senior enlisted quarters).

101925 Ir 68 Btry D, 6th Ba 12 rounds Negative casualties, data
71st Arty 60 and 82amm cable destroyed, moderate

mortar damage to one building,
minor damage to VIH van
and 3 radars.

010140 Apr 68 Btry B, 6th En 2 rounds Negative casualties and
71st Arty 122mmm rkt damage.

270315 Apr 68 79th Ord Det 2 rounds Negative casualties, minor
122mm rkt damage to one building with

destruction of $23,000
worth of repair parts.

(7) As previously reported, this headquarters initiated an extensive
fortification and hardening program in October 1967. This was a major
effort to protect personnel and equipment from direct air and ground
attack as well as "stand off" rocket/mortar attack. This project, com-Ipleted prior to the 111 offensive, was considered adequate and subse-
quently proved its worth during the MT offensive and recent !stand off"
rocket/martar attacks. However, this project will be a continual effort
as new ideas develop and existing fortifications deteriorate.

k. Lo istics Activities.

(1) Gmeral: The Tr offensive caused logistical problems in several
areas. Br4t'y ia., 6th Battalion, 56th Artillery, was isolated for the
first three wepks of the period, requiring helicopter resupply of rations,
water, amunition, and VOL. A shortage of rations existed in the 79th
0 rdnanca Detachment for several'days during the same period.

(2) Supply Activities:
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(a) Class I: &emy activity hindered the road resupply of rations to

most units during the height of the TET offensive.

(b) Class II and IV:

SShortages of 3/4 ton trucks are being filled from in-country stock-
age. However, 1/4 ton trucks remain in short supply because no new vehi-
cles have been received by this connand during the calender year. At pre-
sent, the Group is short 12 of 79 authorized /4 tcn vehcles. These
shortages result from the turn-in of unserviceable M151 vehicles and USAiW
directed transfer of vehicles to higher priority units.

2 The Group is still short one of eight scooploaders (Battery C, 6th
Battalion, 56th Artillery).

As indicated in the previous report, thi s command continues to be
short the AN/VRC-12 series radio which were taken to fill combat essen-
tial requirements of higher priority units. Following is the current
status:

RADIO S&T AUIORIZED ON HAND SHORT

AN/GRC-106 27 21 6

All/GRC-5 14 11 3

A/VRC-46 38 3

During the last few days of this period, most flack jackets on
requisition were received and issued to the troops.

(c) Class V: Generally, Class V supplies were available in adeq',ate
quantities. Hand-held parachute flares remained in short supply.

(3) Field Fortifications Program: Field fortifications generally
were adequate. However, sand bags were difficult to obtain during and
immediately following the TET offensive.

(4) Assistance to other-units:

(a) During the TET offensive, the following supplies were provided
units indicated:

1 Class III: 110 gallons of MOGAS to Co C, 716th Military Police
battalion for emergexcy operations.

2-- Class V:

a 15 each LAW to JGS compound advisors.

17



SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 97th Artillery Group (AD)

for Period E rding 30 April 1968 R!;S CSFOR-65 (R-i) (U)

840 rds 7.62m to USMC..

c_ 1,680 rds 7. 62m= to 34th Gen yb QI.Z.

d 16,680 rds 7;62=m to JDOC Sr Advisor, UTC Garred.

e 5,600 rds 7. 62mm (linked) to JD0C Sr Advisor LT Garred.

f 72 rds 40m HE grenades JDOC Sr Advisor LTC Garred.

(5) 79th Ordnance Detachment (Guided Missile General Support) (i111K)
activities:

(a) This unit is responsible for a sector of the defense of the Tan
Son lhut Air Base; therefore, it was mande.tory that this responsibility
be implemented 24 hours a day, thus causing this unit's mission to be
halted during the initial surge of the UT1 offensive. From 31 January to
9 February, no shipments were received from CONUS, nor were any shipmonts
evacuated to CUS. The only repair parts that were issued were for dead-
lined equipment as the supported units could not safely travel the roads.
Likewise, the daily courier flight to CF3 for support of the 6th Bn, 71st
Arty was halted.

(b) Generators 30Kd 60 cycle. This unit received two military stan-
dard 30KW 60 cycle generators during this period. The addition of these
two generators provides the HAMIK units "with 100% fill (25 authorized,
25 on hand) :or 60 cycle tactical power.

(c) Mechanized Stock Aecounting. The conversion to the NC. 500
mechanized stock accourning system has been fully implemented. The Auto-
matic Data Field System Command, DSU/GSU Assistance Team Pacific conducted
an insperction zf the procedures and application of the system on 16 and
17 Mar'ch 1968. A satisfactory rating was received in all areas,

(d) Exccss Repair Parts, The initial phase of the program to elini-
nate excess repe.ir 1rts, out] ined in the previous ORLL, has been imple-
mented, During this reporting period, the HAWK battali6n Direct Support
Platoons (DSP) evacuated $992,347,1e worth of repair parts (DSP, 6th Bn,
5&h Arty - $531,991.08; DSP, 6th Bn, 71st Arty - $460,356.10) to the
79th Ord Det which were pick~ed up on the supply records. In conjunction
uith the 79th Ord Det purification of their ASL, the total excess iden-
tified as of 15 April 1968 reprorientte a value of $2,515,t588.37. This
overall value breaks down as fo)Ao.fs:

ASL M1,784,877.37 (representing 3,564 lines)

Fxinge _730,711,00 (representi. 5A80 lines)

TOTAL $2,015,588.37

.?T
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FT Cards (customer excess report:) wmre mailed to the ThW4K 1roject Office
in early Hay. The 1.WK Project Office, in conjunction vith ULUIICO.i NICP
will furnish the 79th Ord Dot with supply directives to ship to other users
as necessary. At the capletion of filling the suppn drective, a

remining excess wull be evacuated t- CONS. The target date for cor-
pletion of the pr ami is 30 Jun 68,

(e) Supply , cti-,ity.

* At the close of t;-e reporting period, the 79th carried an authorized
stockage list (SL) of 13,70J separate lines items. In addition to the ASLP
the number of separate lin-es being stocked was 6,838.

2. 6,294 requisitions were received from the direct support platoon and
4,601-of these requisitions were filled from available stock on hand.

. At the close of the reporting period 1,589 lines were at a zero

balance. This quantity cepresent? 11.%1 of the iSL.

(f) Shipments.

163.2 tono were received from CeNUs and 28.3 tons of unserviceables were
evacuated to COIJUS.

1. Organization: On 27 ar 68, the 6th and 9th Field Artillery Detach-
ment3 (PJLD. ) were aseigned to this headqarters. These detachments, organ-
ized and trained in CONUi, vrre deployed to the Tan S5on Nhut and Dong Nhai
Sensitive iireas respectivelv. With the arrival of the 6th FA Dot in the TSN
area, the 248th Fti Dot was redepioyed to Uen Hoa to balance th. number of
fully opemtional detachments in the above-mentioned Sensitive Areas.

m. Other Lctivities:

(1) On 7 Yar 68, this headquartert was tasked by CG, USiAHC to assume
command of T.XS, FCE, eLTZr. This is a 120 man reaction force with a mission
of defending Sector C of thd Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area perimeter, This
task force is composed of a task force headquarters (I Off and 3 EX) and
three platoons, one of which is jrovided by Headquarters Battery, 97th
Artillery Group (.,D). During the period 7 Rtr - 30 npr, an officer from this
headquarters has been involved in the operatior of this task f'rce on a 24
hour-a-day basis. In addition, from eight to thirty-five enlisted personnel
a daf have bet.n detailed from this headquarters as a contribution to the task
force 24 hour-a-day manning requirement.

(2) During larch and april, this headquarters conducted a comprehensive
combined Conuand - Comand Maintenance Management Inspection of the 6th Bn,
56th jirty; 6th Bnr 71st ,irty and the 79th Ord Det. all units received a ratin,
of sAtisfactory. This round of inspections vas completed on 4 May when Hq
Btry 97th Arty Gp (,LD) and the 459th Sig Dot were inspected,
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SUBJCT: Operational Re lort of Headquarters, 97th .tillery Group (.;.)
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2. (c) Section 2, Lessons learned: Comuander's Mservations, Evaluation
and Recommendations,

a. Person .el:

.Excess Personnel

(1) OESB!VATIQN. 1-ess persoiel hamper the efficient operation of an
erganization due to the inability to properly utilize the personnel in their

(2) MLLU..TI0N. As of 30Apr, this command had 258 excess personnel
of which 196 possessed the following unauthorized P11MOS: 03C, 13,-, 13B, 13D,
13-, 1%, 16B, 16C, 22G, 22L, 2 11, 5711, and 761'. These personnel had to be
retrained with the resulting loss of many productive man hours. In addition
these excess personnel created a morale problem in that this overstrengt h
reduced promotion allocations received by this command.

(3) %,zC1.b4)i TION: That all personnel with an ED& not authorized by
this comiand be a::--igne to other comnands for proper utilization.

b. Q2emtims L

(1) Unforeseen Contingencies during the T Offensive.

(a) OBW4Xl TION. This headquarters vs called upon and aule to pro-
vide personnel, materiel and equipment on a no-notice basis to other units
and agencies involved in the defense of the Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area and
Saigon during the I-C/NVA. Luear Now Year (TET) Offensive,

(b) rVlUe-ION. Idsting plans did not include provisions to meet
the various contintencies that aroso during the TLT offensive. It is un-
likely that plars to mnet all the pcssible contingencies qf future actions
could be devoloped, lowe, er, selected plans for mobilization of reaction
forces, transport capability, aid rcdistribution of supplies should be
prepared.

(c) 1%COIi4D.1TIN. Tat due to the possibility of future contingen-
cies and resulting requests to provide varied types of servico and assistanc,
immediate steps be taken to:

j. Mo.ilize available transport capability and be ready to resyond
during periods of emergency.

2. Organize all availalole personnel into properly equipped reaction
forces to assist in the defense of the Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area.
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(2) Insufficient FM Communications Equim-,ent-IMB, 97th arty Gp GW).

(a) OB.XV.-.TON1: In attempting to coordinate and control the transport-
ation element, resup.ly actions and additional reaction forces during the
TJT of~.nsive, the FM radio equipment organic to this headquarters ws over-

extended.

(b) BlVaLUATION: This headquarter.3 is authorized 5 ;N/VRC-46 and 3
XJi/VI-49 radio sets. Only 4 j,141/)R -46 and 2 ,A/RmC-49 are presently on hand.
%s a result this headcuarters could not, enter and/or monitor all of the re-
quired nets simultaneously to effect necessary cowmand, control and coordin-
ation.

(c) }LCC14Th Mt.ON: That this headquarters be issued tho re-maining
organic radios.

(3) Insufficient FM Communications d uiMent -_79th Ord Det

(a) OB:.!VXTiON: The 79th Ordnance Detachment i.; located on t;-e per..-
meter of the Tan Son Nhut Sensitive hrc, The only means of coxmnncations,
available to the detachment, with this headquarters and other units *ithin
the 97th Atillery Groue (,3 W) is VHF radio. This equipment is operated by
the 459th Signal Detachmeftt. The TOE authorizes one ,,N/PRC-25. This radio
is committed, on a full tine basis, to the Sensitive Area defense net.

(b) EV,,LUTION: This detachment lacks a backup comwunications capabil-
ity if the VM equipment becomes non-operative or damaged by enemy action.
In addition the detachment lacks any capability to comummicate ith quick
reaction forces deployed outside of the detachment perimeter.

(c) REC(1{MJD.'TIU-J: That the 79th Ordnance Detachment be authorized twv
additional radio sets, ,IN/C-25, These radios would be used as a backup to
the VHF radio comniunications and the Sensitive lirea defense net as well as
primary comcunication when a quick reaction force is deployed.

a. Training.: None

d. Intelligence:

Protection aainst stand off rocket/mortar attacks.

(i) OB:,zV1,TICN: , 122mm rocket round impacted 20 metors from the Hq,
97th irty Gp (D) NCO E',! on 27 Feb 68. Numerous piedes of shrapnel penetrated
the building, some pass.ng completely through che building. Ho'weer, there
were no penetrations below the level of 55 gallon drums filled with dirt whic!
were usud to revet bil/Lets. its a result no ctsualties were suffered.
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SUBAJT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 94 th artillery Group (-:D)
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(2) MJhLUTIO : 55 gallon drums, filled Aith dirt. afford excellent
protection against rocket/mortar attacks to single story personnel billets.

(3) RECOM2D-.'10ON. That 55 gallon drza filled vith dir be used to
rtivet single story lbillets, a.d initrativz buildings, offices and all facil-
ities whoere personnel assemble.

e. Lopisticsz

(i) Inadequate fire fighting eguirzent - 79th Ord Det

(a) OBR3V.TIO'N: .. 122-mm rocket round impacted in the 79th Ordnance
Detachment compound warehouse storage area on 02031611 April 68. .s. fire
resulted and available fire fighting equipmcnt (2, gallon hand pua.L fire ex-
tinguishers, -.ad and water buckets) was inadebuate in attempting to exting-
uish the fire. The fire, later brought under control Iy an air Force fire
fighting unit, resulted in the loss of )23.000 worth of repair parts.

(b) LVALUATION: The fire damage resulting from mortar/rocket attacks
could bo greatly reduced if more fire fighting equipent were issued or

readily available to the 79th Ord Det.

(c) iCC-;-IDAT!ON: That additicnal fire fighting equipment be provided
to protect the multi-million dollar inventory maintained by the 79th Ord Dot.
,R request for fire hydrants and sufficient fire hose vas sifcmitted. Upon
completion 6f a survey by the local R & U personnel, the installation of one
fire hydrant vas aiproved. However, installation of the fire hydrant has not
been started.

(2) Failure of Electronics/Coinunications 1,ouipment..

(a) CMSI TION: Heat, humidity and etremely dusty conditions are a
major contributing fector to the failure of elsetronics/communications
equipment.

(b) EIV.,iJ 4TION: These conditions result in a decreased life expect-
ancy of resistors capacitors and tubes, cause relays to stick and clog
filters. Clogged filters in-turn cause blower motors to fail and result in
equipment overheating. To counter these effecta within t he Group, radios and
VU equipment have been removed from vehicles and shelters anC installed in
semi-permanent buildings. Additional fan=' have been installed to rapidly
dissipate heat and a more aggressive preventive maintenance program has been
initiated. This has resulted in cleaner, less humid operating conditions
with better cooling of the equipmLnt.

2/VA77,9L.
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SUMT Oprtoa Rep -rap iD

S SUBJ ECT: Operational Repo~t of Headquarters, 97th Artillery Group (D)
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS C6MR-65 (R-i) (U)

(c) .. .flTi04 : That, when possible, electronics/communications

perAnent buildings in which fans have been installed to dissipate heat.

f Oganization:

J A ~ir defense artillery liaison officer at G3" UJa--V.

(i) OBSaV.TICN;; Due to numerors requirements for coordination and
exchange of information between the two headquarters on air defense matters,
the requirement for a 97th Artillery Group (AD) representative at EQ, US RV,
became apparent. The 2- OB for this headquarters proVides two liaison officers
(OPT - 1776). A liaison officer was put on a TDY status to G3, USARV on 10

(2) EVALUTION: During the relatively brief evaluation period he has
rendered very valuable service to both headquarters.

(3) RCEMNATION: That the headquarters be allowed to maintain a
liaison officer at HQ, US4V.

g. Otes None

J. C. MGMIAN
Colonel, Artillexy
Co=anding
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A i-CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 97th Artillery Group (AD)
for Period Ending 30 April 196S, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-l) (U)

HEADQUART-ERS, US AM VIETNAI, APO San Francisco 96375 1 0 JUN 1968

TO:/ Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: 0OP-DT,
APO 96558

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Develoment, Department of the Army,
Washington, D. C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters, 97th
Artillery Group (AD).

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. Reference comment pertaining to unforeseen contingencies, page M,
section 2, paragraph 2b: Concur.

(I) References:

(a) USAHAC operation plan 1-68 (Security of US Installations in Saigon!
Cholon Area) (U) dated 25 april 1968.

(b) USARV OPLAN 71-67 (Security of US Installations in Saigon/Cholon
Area) (U) dated March 1967.

(2) Reference 2b (1)(a) provides for necessary transportation resources
to be made available to reaction forces providing security to US installations
in the Saigon/Cholon area.

(3) ArnV forces in the Saigon/Cholon area are OPCON to CG, USAHAC in
Phase 1 and 2 of operations for ground security of the Saigon/Cholon area.
97th Artillery Group and USAHAC are in the process of coordinating eyisting

plans to preclude the possibility of confusion during future contingencies.

b, Reference comaent pertaining to excess personnel, page 20, secticn v-
2, paragraph 2a: Concur. Surplus personnel are being reassigned to other
commands for utilization in related skills or as the comander may direct.
The surplus in missile and missile maintenance MOS resulted in quantitative
fill of USARV requisitions. These surplus personnel were assigned to the
97th Artillery Group since it is the only unit in RVN that can utilize them
in POS or an authorized substitution. Department of the Army has been
advised of this problem and reduced fill is expected.

I-LCONFIDENTIAL 019 3, 14
L



17• "- "- -

• " CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (22 May 68) 1st Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 97th Artillery Group (AD)

for Period 4ding 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-I) (U)

c. Reference item concerning insufficient IF comuniction equipment,
page 21, paragraph 2b (2): Concur. The comments are valid and the 97thArtillery Group had previously brought this matter to the. attention of thisheadquarters. There is a shortage of AN/VRC-12 series radios. i"hen

available, radios will, be issued.

d. Reference item concerning insufficient K! communications equipment
79th Ord Det, page 21, paragraph 2b (3). Annotated copy of MTOE 9-510T,
P00168 was received from USARPAC on 3 May; This i.TOE reflected one radio
set AN/VRC-46 and one radio set A!/VR-49. Approval date for this .. TE
cannot be determined at this date, but a comunications capability will be
included in the approved MTGE.

e. Reference item concerning inadequate fire fighting equipment, 79th
Ord Det, page 22, paragraph 2e (1). Concur with recommendation that addi-
tional fire fighting equipment be furnished the 79th Ord Det, provided said
equipment is of the first-aid category, e.g., additional fire extinguishers,
water barrels, and water buckets. Nonconcur in recommendation for a fire
Shdrant system for the detachment area. The following infornation is
furnished:

(1) The 79th Ord Det is located on Tan Son Nhut Air Base.

(2) hen the fire occurred on 2 Apr 68, the detachment notified the Air

Force fire department which in turn notified the Army fire department, which
was close enough to the 79th Ord Det to be on the scene in two to three
minutes. The Army fire department responded to the call with one pumper,
one 1,000 gallon tanker and one 500 gallon tanker.

(3) On 4 Apr 68, the 79th Ord Det submitted a Job Order Request (TSN-
1858-68) to the Tan Son Nhut Post Engineer, requesting one (1) pressure
pump and ten (10) fire hydrants. Following an on-site survey, the recaest
was disapproved with the comment that fire, fighting equipment was close
enough to provide adequiate protection to the 79th Ord Det.

(4) The Post Engineer further recommended that the 79th Ord Det revise
their fire notification procedures and notify the Army fire fighting detach-
ment.

f. Reference item concerning an Air Defense Artillery liaison officer
at G3, USARV, page 23, paragraph 2f (1).

25
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" CONFIDENTIAL

A4VPGC<W)S- (22 1i-v 68)1 -st ind (C)
,SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquar'.ers, 97th Artillery GrCop (AD)

for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-I) (U)

(1) Concur. The Air Defense Artillery liaison officer provides assist-Iance involving the technical and tactical aspects of Air Defense Arcillery in
RVlN.

(2) The liaison officer should be attached to USARV, d&ty station Long
Binhi,

(3) The MOS shown for the liaison officer in Section II, paragraph 2f(1)
is incorrect. The MOS is 1176 hot 1776 aa shown.

FOR THE CO-MZANDER:

C. S. NAKATSUKASA
Captain, AGC
Assistaut Adjutant General

Copy furnished:

HQ, 97th-Arty Gp (AD)

26
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GPOP-DT (22 Aay 68) 2d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of EQ, 97th Arty Gp (AD) for Period Ending

30 April 1968, RCS CSFOE-65 (RI)

A EQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 5 JUL , Ga

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forward.ftp indorse-
ment and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE CCWM,1ADER IN CHIEF:

C.L SHORITCPT, AGC

Asi A~G

27
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~/. urg~nizaticnal btructuie (U)

I -. porting Unit; Headquarters 97 th Artillery Group (AD)

I i.'" 2o Organic elements'included in this report:

"a. Headquarters Battery, 97th Arillery Group (AD)

b. 79th Ordnance Detachment (GS) (HAW1K)

ca 459th- Signal Detachment

"" d. 6th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)

, I e. 79th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)

f .. 231st Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)

g. 247th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)

hi. 249th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)

3. Organic elements not included in this report:

it. a. 6th Battalion, 56th Artillery

1(1) 9th Field. Artillery Detachment (Radar)

(2) 67th If'Wntry Detachment (Ground Surveillance)

j (3) 76th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)

(4) 246th Field Rrtillery Detachment (Radar)

(5) 24th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)

b. 6th Battalion, 71.st Artillery

g d

Inl I--

%I



~C~fIV t8'~%IIC2IA-- DOCUMT CONTROL DAU A.R-&D -

(eceudig cirsudlicatlon otf WI. hgbooAbtgmet ow: lhsdexind 4nilo,. n c"wsI 6, .,.irr-j. w.-hen jhe. wv,falf tept I.-ef.siIId)
32 ORIGINA TING AC luyuryT fC,,qoial. autheJ - - I~a ILPORT SrECURSTY CLAZS11/11CATION

OACSFOR, D J-ashingt, DC 00CWn- LFR
b.COUP'

3. RPORT TAT1K -

Operational Report -Lessons Learned, Hqs, 97th Arty Op MU

A.OgSCRIPTIVCENOT99 t-1~pq etrtpo and rstusta rfreii)

Exeineso nt engeaeg1 in eognterinsugency operatins. I Feb- - 30 Apr _ L
I. AUT.OfI)F:.ra. mddle inW4 tf 1m..)- - --

Cdi, 91th Artillery Group (AD)

41. REPORT OA fcE- 7. TOTAL H40. 0OF PAGES 17b.MD. OP" REFS

22 May1968 J29-L.
b.. N/A - - *.T NO. - 682330

N/A~~b OTHER 8 - PORT NOMS (AnY,*!hvr0.~b~k M thatMY4 als e

10.OI~lUUIONSTATLUCHT - {

si UPPI.ENS14A12T NOTES MSOSRM 4LITARY AZVIVSITY

OAC:F~jVA., Washington, D.C; 20310

D D '"Ot M sS1473- VL SFE

Ks-llkl


