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SUBJACT: Operationzl Beport of Headquartérs, 97%h Artillery Gicup (AD)
for Perscd Ending 20 April 1968, RCS CSPOR-65 (R-1) {U)

{

3 THRU: Cormarding Ganeral

o United States Aroy Vietnam
ATTN: AVEGC-DST

AP0 US Forces 96375
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Cormander~in-Chief ‘
United States Army Pacific
ATTH: GPOP-OT

AP0 US Forces 96558

T0: Assistant Chisf of Staff for Forces Devalopmsnt
Department of the Arny
Weshington, D, C., 20310
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1, (S/NOFORN) S&ection 1, Overations: Significant Activities,

a. During the reporting period 1 February - 30 April 1968, the 97th
Artillery Group (AD) remained assigned to US Army Vietnam and under cpera-
tional control of the 7th US Air Forca. Task organization is listed in
Inclosure 1, The Croup headquarters continued to exsrcise command and
administraticn of atiached HAYK battalions and support detachments. The
PAIK battalions fulfilled their assigned missions of providing air defense
of the T SON NHUT/BIN HOA and CAM RANH BAY/NHA TRANG areas, In additien,
the Group continuzd to exasrcise commend and administration, less opsrational
control, of the assigned Field Artillery Detachments (RADAR-~COUNTAR MORTAR)
and Infantry Detachment (GROUND SURVEILLANCZ),

o, e oA B By NV e S~ %M e MAM A
I <8,

I, Lt S ot adol B Ante g ALl

~
s,

~

b, The 79th Ordnanse Detschment (@(GS) (HAWK) continuved its mission

fi H %

&: { of providing a general s.ipport supply and meintenance facility for the two ;
oo HAWK battalions. o %
; ¢. The 459th Signal Detachwent continy»d its miseion of providing VHF 2
o _raddo support for the 97th Artidlery Group (AD).; T
° SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED o — 2809344 4
. NOT RELEASABLE TC FOREIGN AD TERVALE ‘ ;
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SUBZECT: Operational Report of Headquerters, 97th artillery Group (4D)
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSF(R-65_(R-1) (¥)

d. The assigned Field Artillery Detachments (RaDaR} and Infantry
Detachment (GuOUND SURVEILIANCSE), further attached to Hg Battery, 97th.
Arty Gp (uD) and the &th Bn, 56th Arty, rermined under operstion2l eon-

trol of the Capital Military District and Deng Nhai Sentitive Ares, re-
spectively. :

8, All assigned and attached units were engagzed in treining and
operations during the 90 day reporting period,

f£. Upon notification of Red Alort at 310400H Januwary 1968, the 97th
Arty Gp (4D) Tactical Operations Center (TOC) initiated 2 hour operabion
and was fully manned on a continuous basis until 10 Pebruary 1968, The
TOC meintained constant commmicaticns with the two battalions operations
centers at Pien Hoa and Cam Ranh Bay, the Tan Son Nhut Control and Repori- ;
ing Conter, the Hon Tre Island Control and Reporting Post, USARV headquar- :
ters via land line and ¥AC circuits, the Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area Joint i
Defense Operations Center {JDOC) via radic and landlines, the MACV annex
réaction Torce (SECT(R G) (TaSK FORCE CHARLIE) and monitored the Military
Police Net, The TOC was ablz toc maintain an up-to-dats status on growmd
ard air defense conditions, equiyment readiness and situation maps of the : ‘
BIEN HO./S.IGON/ToN SON WHUT/CAM RaNH BAY/NHA TRaNG area as inputs were !
received from local and outlying units and agenciss. ’ ;

S T T P O I T B e
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(2) Support provided by this headguarters,

(e) Parsomnel:

IS AR NP

3 : 1. On initiation of hostiiities, thie headquarters provided four officers. 3
Y < to the Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area Joint Defense Operation Center (TSN-JDCC) . . §
to assist in 2 hour a day operaticn of this facility, The officers involved ‘

B performed their duties on a shift basis duriug the period 31 January -~ 14

. February 1968. ' !

2. On 31 January, & sixteen mam-security iorce was orgafiized and deployed ; 3
b to reinforte the southern perimeter of KiCV «NNEX: Duration - 10°d3ys, '

; : 3, On 31 January, this headquarters organized and deployed a twelve man
3 . security force to the west end of the MACV ANNEX perdmeter, This force was

! tasked vith providing security for the MACV enlisted billets, Duration ~ 4

2 days,

L. On 31 January, a 27 man reserve platoon was organized and equipped
to reinforce Task Force Charlie. On 2 February this platoon was increased
to one officer and thirty six enlisted men, attached to Task Force Charlie
and relieved the 34th General Support Group on line so this unit could re-
turn to their critical mission of helicopter maintenanze, On 5 Februsxry ‘ ;
this platocn was retwrned to Task Ferce reserve and so remained until this ! §

ARED b 1P b i

SR T

headquarters assumed control of Task Forcé Peter (renamed fram Char.‘l_:l.e) on ‘x
7 Maxch 1968 - — - . H . - !
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SUBJZCT: Operstional Report of Headguarters, 97th Artillery Group (AD) .
“for Period Rnding 30 April 1968, RC3 CSFOR-65 {R-1) (U)

3. On 31 January, the 79th Ord Dot and Btry C, 6th Bn, 56th Arty
organized and equipped a security platoon of 1 ofjicer and 2, enlisted men
to assist the 24 Sve Dn (ARVE) in the defense of the 058 Gate, Tan Son Mhut
Sensitive Area, This platoon served 2s a quick reaction force during day-
Iight hours and physically manned the perimeter at the 058 gate during the
) hours of darkness., This commitnemt was tersinzted on-i10 Pébruary when the
i platoon wes rslieved by en armored cavalry unit,

o 4 s
A

v

S o -

; 6. On 7 February 1968, lst 10G CMD OFLAN 16-67 was implementad. The
6th Bn, 56th Arty was tasked to provide 50 drivers to assist in clearing

f, supplies from the Szigon port faeilities, On 19 February this commitment:,

was increased to 130 drivars and continued until 16 March,

(b) Transportation:

on 1 February, this hsadquarters mobilized the organic transport capa-
bility, augmented this force with additionsl vehicles from the 79th Ord Dst
: and the 6th Bn, 56th Arty, and provided thinty-five 23 ton trucks to the
f JDOC on an on-call as needed basis, During the pericd 2 ~ 20 Pebruary these
: vehicies were used to support a task force composed of elements of the 1st
and 25th Infentry Divisicas and the 101st Airborne Divisicn deployed 'in

g. Personnel hctivities:

: the Saigon/Bien Hoa area.

i ’ " (c) logistics Support:

: During the period conéarned this headquarters furnished limited Class
! I, II1I, ard V support to local units in need out of on~hand asssts, These
g items were primarily “C" rations, MOGAS and individual/crew served weapons
: ammmitlon.

i

?

'

: (1) The Group was overstrength by 109 at the beginning of the report-
f ing period, dus vrimarily to assigrment of personnsl with unauthorized MOS.

To alleviate this probdém, 150 personnel were transferred to the 48th Tran- .

sportation Group, To furthsr reduce the strengths to authorized levels, a
program was instituted in April whereby excess persomnel are raported to -
USARV for reassigmment, It is enticipated that this progrem will maintain
strength near the authorized lsvel, .

(2) 4 rossible morale problem caused by lack of promotions due to ex-
cess personnel has been somewhat alleviated by the above actions together
with the promotion during March of 21l £-4s on the &5 promotion list,
During the period, 32 allocations to d~4 were received, however, soms 250
personnel are eligible for promotion to Wb -

: " (3) Group officer strength was et authorized st'rangbh during February,
, however, the levy of a Captain and a Ijeutenant for MACV and a Captain for
' Provisioml Corps Va.etnam plus the fact that officer racuisitions for Apxil

Su:Ré x
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SUBJECT: Operational Repoft of Headquarters, 97th Artillery. Group (aD)
for Period Ending 20 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R~1) (U)

were not valj_.date:;-, has resulted in a shoriags of iieutenan@s, which will.
exist antil June, )

{4) There were 120 extensions of foreign service. .
(5) Tne following decoracionis were awardeds

(a) Bronze Star - 21 B

(b) Purple Heart =~ 1

(¢) Zrmy Commendation Medal - 34

h, Operations Activities - 7 \

(1) During the period, efforts were gir-eted toward improving tdctical
operations, contingency planning for possible hew missions and conduct of
special air defense studies.

(2) Improving Tactical Operations

{a) Manual irmy Air Defense Comtand Fost (AADCP): The AADCP, under
construction during the previous reporting period, became operational on
21 Pebruary and fully manned 24 hours a day on 11 March, It serves as an
alternate AADCP and as a Tacticel Operations Center (TOC) for the Grotup.
Equiment includes status of equipment boards, status of alert boards,
tactical action boards, air a:ud ground defense condition informatien boarde
with appropriate detailed #szpons and hecessary telephone and radios for
communications., During normal duty hours, it is mamned by the Air Defense
Operations Officer (ADOO) and a crew of 3 M. (1 crew chief; 1 plotter;
1 recorder/teiler). After duty hours, the ADCO is relieved by the Group
Staff Duty Officer (SDO). The manual AADCP/TOC provide the Group Ccrnander
a location from which he can monitor and/or control both the air defense
and ground defense operations as required by the tactical situation,

(b) Artillery Plotting: Headquarters 97th Artillery Group personnel
continued to assist Air Force personnel at the 7th Adr Force Control and
Reporting Center (CRC) at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, and at the 7tk Air Force
Control and Reporting Post (CRP) on Hon Tre Island in plotting friendly
artillery fires for the safe passage and protection of friendly aircraft,
A total of 13,486 friendly artillery plots were recorded (Pebruary 4567;
March 5037; April 3882). This was an increase of 6000 plots over.the pre-
vious reporting psriod and two men per shift.‘i.ié‘quired to accomplish the
plotting.

(c) Systems Unknowh: During the reporting period, & total of 49 air-

craft pemetrating the Vietnam Air Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ) were
classified as Systems Unknown, requiring selected HuWK batteries to come to
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E SUBJEGT: Operational Report of Headguarters, 97th irtillery Group (AD)
; S . for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR~65 (R-1) (U)

"Battle Stations” (17 in February; 24 in March; 8 in April). A1l aircraft
were sibsequently identified friendly. Total PBatile Stations® time was
5 hours and 6 minutes.

(d) Adr Defepse Exercises: During April, this headquarters instituted
no-notice, scored, air d2fense exercises known as WHiVWK EUN®, These exercises,

3 conducted at CRC/CRP ievel by 97th Artillery Group (AD) operations persémmel,
K evaluate the reaction time of the State I and II HaVK batteries against USAFR
i . F102 interceptors and targets of --portunity. Selecied courses 2re fiown
against the HAVK batteries to sim .2te actual engagements, A tolal of 32

exercises have been.conducied and have yroven to be an ideal training aide
f- = inproving team work, reaction time, target correlation.and reporting pro=
- cedures, c L.

(e) Unit Readiness Programs e

1 Based on current Squipnént Servigesbility Criteria’(ESC) fontained
in AR 220-1, as changed by Msg DCSLOG/MED #DA625800 effective 21 Sep €7,
Green - ‘Amber » Red availability for the period wss as follows:

. ‘”E‘ : S T . TOTAL HOURS
O TERIA N WE BACH STATUS
* ons - 5270 - aoom0
P 395 ” 854119
RED 3.35 2l 3451

2 Breakdown of Non-Green Availability Time:

a Amber Nonwivallability by major item of equipment: -

NO. ITEMS

1 TTEY ¢ OF AUBER THVOLYED | HO. HOURS
1 . HIPRR 33.48 15 . 286107 -
oc 32,20 2 275307
E PAR 22,48 6 . 192:22"
o A S A
157 2.95 5 2116
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s SUBJECT: fiperational Report of Headquarters, 97tk Artillery Group (m)
’ for Period andmg 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U).

b Red hon-Avaa.labS.]ity tine by mejor iten of ggui_men, :

. _I'I;a_-r £ UF RED TOME ;?:vozl.ﬂg %0. HOURS
‘ ~ BOR B T e T 392:30
GIR 50,60 | 8 ' 295237 E
BCC : 5,26 6 27:3L

(£) Annuel Service Practice:

1 During this réporting period, the proposed site for HaWK Annuel
Service Practice (4SP) wes chapged from Cam Ranh Bey (Bi:ry A, $th En,
71st Arty) to Hon Tre Island (o ~y C: &th Bn, 7ist nrtyj. This chznge
was predicated on the ulsapproval of the request for weiver of surface
danger zone, submitted by this headgusrters on 5 Janudry 1968,

et ol AR A & oy oV

il

2 A reauest for waiver of surface danger zone was subnitted by this
headquarters for the Hon Tre Island site on 21 ¥arch. Verkal econcurrencs
and aporoval was received from US/RV on or sbout 30 }zz‘ch.

a2 f

W
)

3 On 28 ¥arch, this headouarters appointed a field grade ASP project
officer and coordinztion with other services and agencies was in:r.tiated.

S

L k request for interesrvice agreements vas submitted to USARY on '
22 March to obtu-in the fo..lowmg services:

L

TRV N

2 A helicopter for drone recovery.

b Engineer support for censtructicn of drone launcher pads, range
tower and viewing stands.

¢ idr transportation for persennel involved in Annusl Service
Practice (ASP),

d Lending Crafi Utility (ICU) to move personnel and equipment from
the mainland to Hon Tre Island,

e Aircraft for range sweep prior to each missile firing,

. £ AMreraft for acrial, sbservation end target drone location upen
caupletion of rissile fiping and for calibration runs prior to each firing,

. £ Surface missile range patrol to assure sefety during firing phases.

% h Surface vessel sweep of range prior to firing.
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4 SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquax%era, 97th ,mmery Gronp (AD)
;;‘ ’ for Period Ending 20 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R=1) (U)
’; b3 "}no TEQuUESL Wad AP uved and direct liaison was authorized with

the services mvolvou. Personal contact with each agency inwlved in the
. support of ASP was accomplishéd during this pexiod.

- | & During the period 17 = 21 April, two representatives from this

B headquart-*rs visited the HAWK firing site ai Taiwan {o rvsolve majcr prob-
les 25 to the jnstallation of Ryan Aeronautical Compeny Firebee/Towbee
equitment 2t Hon Tre Islznd. Plans for drone Jlaunch pads and orientation
were obteined and upon return to parent organization, coordination with
the USARV Engineer und the 18th Engineer Brigade was accomplished for
construction of the drone .facilitles.

7 Telemetering missile transmtters vere shipped from Gkinawa to the
‘ Hen Tre Island range and were installed in the missiles to be fired. Ped~
Y / sommel 2ssigned 3o the Direct Support Flatocn {DSP), éth Bn, 7ist Arty,
were 2s56igned this mission. An AN/TS¥-43 (Shop L) van was {ransported
from Cam Ranh Bay to Hon Tre Island to perform aprropriate missile.checks
after installation of the telemetering transmtter. -

8 The innual Service Practice schedule has been published with the
first Ha¥K Btry scheduled to commence the preparation puase on 26 May 68,

g On 30 flpm.l 1968, LIC Towery, "fq, 30th 4rty Bde (AD), AP0 96331,
and Mr. Michael T, Saying, Byan Aeropautical Company representative,
arrived in country to attend an ASP briefing at this headguarters and to .
vigit the ASP site. The briefing, conducted by the ASP project officer
on 30 april 6] was atiended by LTC Spitler, USARV G3 Arty :Branch and mem-
bers of the Greup staff.

{g) Combat Readiness Evaluationy During the reporbmg period, a .
“total of five 97th Arty Gp (AD) Combat Reidiness Eveluations (CHE's) were .
- eopducted to determine the efi‘ectiveness of HAWK battery perscnnel and
equipment, In addition, the results.of 45 battalion-azdministered Combat
Readiness Evaluations {CRE's) were analyzed. This led to the identifica- |
tior of treining weaknesses which require contirued commancd emphasis.

(h) BITE Modification Program: Two Raytheon cumpany representatives
arrived at this headquarters on 30 April 68 for.the purpcse of coordinating
the installation of the Built-In Test Equipment (BIT™} modification, -
This moedification will be installed in the Battery Controi Center, High -
Powered Illuminator Radar, selected chassis and test equipment.

.(4) Other Agt;ox;s:' o
1 97th Arty Gp (AD) Regulation 350~ was revised and publisiied on-

8 April 1968, This regulation should greatly enhance training programs
within the Group,
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SUBSECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 97th Artillery Group (AD)
for Feriod Ending 30 April 1968, R0S _CSFOR<65 (r=1) (U)

2 This headquarters assigned a full~time Liaison Officer to USARV G3

on 8 Aprll 1968 to insure timely coordination and exchange of 1nfomation
on a1l air defense matters.

3 This headguarters submitted a change to MIOE 44-237D on 19 March
1968 requesting four multiple caliber .50 machinegun squads Tor each HAWK
battery. This chanuge, apprcved by H3 USARV and HQ MACV, was returned
without action on 10 April 1968 pending subamission and avmroval of a con-
cept plan. This plan was rrepared and dispatched to USiRV 22 April 1968,

£ This headquarters submitied a change to NTOE 44-~12E on 5 March
1968, This chango requested a deletion of 5 officers and 11 enlisted
slots in addition to numerous changes in the grade structure within the
MTOE. This change was reviewed, modified and forwarded by USSRV to
CINCUSLRPAC on 22 April 1968, If impiemented, this MTOE change will
delete 5 officers, 1 warrant officer and 13 enlisted spaces from theVI0E
with a resulting 130 spacss authorized.

(3) Contingency Planning for Possible Hew Missions
(a) Bangkok, Thailand

1 As previously reported, this headquarters completed an air defense
study of the Bangkok area; dispatched officers-to Bangko}{ for a series of
conferences with representatives of the Royal Thai Arny (RTa), the Ameri-~
can Inbassy, Juslu.c/zu.CT, US/RSUPTH.I, and the 7/°3 iir Force, These
conferences resulted in agreenents that the RT. would form comeitiees to
begin work on site selection and coastruction, visit RUN and Taiwan HAWK
units, and that 97th hrtillery Group (AD) representatives would return to
Thailand to assist in site sclection and construction., The 97th irty Gp
(AD) wzs informed that the H.WK battery for Thailand might be provided
from the Group assets. .

2 During this reporting period, two additional visits were made to

Bangkok. During the period 26 February to 1 March, two’Group staff officers

visited Bangkok to assist the T in select:_on, design and layout of a
HWK site. & site drawing of a typical site was left with the RTA
together with a fact sheet to hely explain minimm and maximum separae
tion distances.

3 During the period 26 - 28 March, the following perscnnel from
Thailand visited the 97th Arty Ge (D) to view and study the standard
of construction of US. HAYK battery facilities in RVN, This was to pro-
vide a comparison with what had alrcady been seen in Taiwan apd to assist
the RT. in finalizing their construction plans for HAWK facilit:.es in
Thailand.
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(ol George ¥W. McIntyre MACT 43

LTC Dale J. Crittenberger MACT J3 Plans

Col Vibul Rowsathien RT:, J3, Sup CMD HQ FORHARD
Col Seri Herabut RTA, g, # " n u w
Col Pavatawong Hutasevi RT4, C/5 AR Div, RTA

L During the period 7 April to 17 April, the Bangkok vproject officer,
this headquarters, visited Thailand to assist the RTA in preparation of a

T0E for the EAWK battery and to discuss 2 possible deployment date for a
USA HAVK battery to Thailand.

5 Current status: The completed TOE is in draft form at present., It
is estimated by Thiiland that approximtely three months will be required
to acquire the necessary real estate and that an additional 6 to 9 menths wdll
be required for construction. JUSMAG/MACT feels this is an excessive
amount of time. The indication here is that there could be a desire on
the part of the Thais to delay the deployment, It ies known that the Thais

are desply concerned with the effect of the deployment on the Military
Assistance Program (MAF) funding.

(b) Hud Redeployment &nd thé PaCAF Studys:

1 as previously reported, the PACAF Study, dated 28 Sep 67, made
numerous recomnendations as to the deployment of air defense in RVN. Cne
of the major recoumendations was to improve the effectiveness of the air
defense missile units in the Da Nang/Chu Lai area. On 24 Nov 67, the
Commander 7th Air Force comnented on the PACAF Study and strongly recom~
mended that the two USA H:WK battalions in-country be redeployed to relisve
the two "SMC HAWK battalions deployed in the Da Nang/Chu Lai area. On
9 Jan 68, COMUSMACV, in a2 message to CINCPAC made the following comments
concerning the 97th Arty Gp (AD%:

2 Due to the unlikelyhcod of an air attack against Cam Ranh Bay ov

Saigon, USA HAWK units deployed in these areas could be redeployed else~
where,

g ) b Three courses of action were available to provide the best defenses
3 at Da Nang and Chu Lai, . R

,§ ¢ Based on an analysis of the data contained in the PACAF St;{xdy, "
. COMUSMACV recommended the course of action to redeploy the 97th Arty Gp
‘ff (4D) and both battalions to the Da Nang/Chu Lai areca and release the USMC

1 units,
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2 Subseqt.ent actions: ) .

a CINCPAC MSG to JCS and COMUSMACV, dated 20 Ja.n 68, subject' Air
Defense Study of South Vietnam (U) mads the foﬂoﬂng comments concerning
the 97th Arly Gp (AD

(j_) CINCPAC had considered COMUSMACV recommendatione,

(2) GINCFAC considered that_the more desirable alternative would be
that of redeploying the 97th Arsy Gp {(AD) and ons HAWK battalion to Chu
Lai to relieve the 2d LAAM battalion (uske) .

(3) CINCPAC approved the above listed alternative,

(L) Relieved units (one USA HAWK battalion at Cam Ranh Bxy/Nha Trang
area and one USMC HAYK battalion at Chu Lai) would be withdrawn as direc~
ted by JCS and should be withdrawn to CONUS.

{5) That the HAWK battery for Thailand could be provided from the
released USA battalion,

b MiCV message 02935 to CG USARV and CG III MAF dated 26 Jan 68 direc~
ted:

(1) Thav US.AV coordinate move of Hq 97th Arty Gp (AD) and one batta~
lion to Chu Lai. .,

(2) That coordination perbaa‘.ning to Army ASP at Cam Ranh Bay be made,

(3) That 97th Arty Gp (AD) be prepared to release one augmented ba’c.-
tery to "‘hadland.

(L) That plans be submitted to MAGV.
{5) That no units will be moved or inactivated until appmroved by MAGV.

¢ On 7-8 March, the CO and key staff members, this headquarters,
attended a planning conference at Chu lai with members of the USMC and
USAF. The purpose of the conference was to effect necessary interservice
cooxdination concemmg the possible relief of the 2d LAAM battalion
(USMC) (HAWK) by a USA HAVK battalion. Areas discussed involved ccmiend
and control, communications, non~-HAWK peculiar supply activities, local
security. requirements, and & tentative plan for a relief in place with
a minimum disruption in defense readiness,

4 This headquarters was subsequently directed by USARV to pcepare
necessery plans to deploy one battalion to Chu Lai, OPLAN/ADMIN PLAN
20~68 (rg this headquarters, provides for the movement of the éth Bn,
56th Ariy (=) (HHB a:d three HAWK batteries) to relieve the USMC unit.
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These plans were forwarded to USARV/MACV and 7tk AF on 2 dpr 68. ~ .

e USARPAC message SM 494k to CG USARV dated 2 Fed 68 requested follow-
ing clarification conceriing movement:

(1) W1l movement include the 79th Ord Det for @S, and if so, where? °

(2) 1Is any reduction in personnel plamned for either the 79th Ord Det N
or 97th Arty Gp (AD)? N -

(3) Will the existing ISSA with the USHMC HAVK units continue or be
expanded? .

£ In a letter dated 16 Feb 68, subjact? Prelininary Flans for Rede-
ployment of HAWK Units (U), the CO 97th aArty Gp (AD) recormended the follow-
ing t¢ DCG USARV: ) ) A

(1) That the 6th Bn, 56th Arty be relisved from current 2ir defense
mission between 1-10 Mar-$8- ' -

(2) That the 6th Bn, 56th Arty begin sealift from Saigon to Chu Iei
between 20-30 Mar.63; - ]

(3) That the 6th Ba, 56th Arty relieve the 2d LARM battalion during
period 1-20 Mar 3,

(4) That Btry C, 6th Bn, 56th irty, be relieved from current air
defense mission at least 30 days prior to desired arrival date in Bangkok,

(5) That the 97th Arty Gp (AD), 459th Signal Detachment and éth Ba,
Tist Arty be relieved from air defense mission at least 30 dsys rrior to
embarkation dates for withdrawal from theater.

(6) Providing withdrawal dates for the éth Bn, 71st Arty is subsequent
to 1Jul 68, , conduct annual Service Practice (aASF) at Cam Ranh Boy for
all USs HawK units during May 68,

(7) If the air defense of Cam Ranh Bay/Nha Trang is to be retained
for an indefinite poeriod beyond 1 Jun 48, , redeploy the 97th Arty Gp
(AD), 459th Sig Det and 79th Ord Det from Tan Son Nhut to Cam Ranh Bay
starting Jun:68,

B USARPAC message GPCP-SW 7422 to CINCPAC dated 17 Feb 68 offered
the following considerations: i

(1) Implementation of the MACV recommendation and CINCPAC decision
will uncover large and vital Army assets in the Saigon, Bien Hoa, Cam Ranh
Bay, and Nha Trang areas at o time when the potential air threat has not
diminished and could conceivably increase on short notice.
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(2) The greater threat exists in Da Nang and Chu Lai which could well
Justify some shifting of HAWK units. However, it is not prudent 4o entire-
1y uncover souther: bases.

(3) The PAC:F Study supports retaining HAWK at Cam Ranh EBay.

(L) That t'ie decision to redeploy HAWK from Vietnam should be re-cxa-
mined. HaWK pusbure should not be decreased.

(53) Shovld MACV decide not to release the HAWK battery for Thailand,
it could teter come from either D or PACCH (Okinawa) resources,

h JCS message 1041 to CINCPAC, 14 Feb 68, stated that because of the
recent enemy sir threat in the vicinity of the SV RZ end the current
sitvation in the depublic of Kores, no action was being taken by the JCS
at that “ime on the CINCPAC recomméndation, JCS further regussted that
CINCPAC review their recomzendations and inform JCS if relocation of the
two HAVK battzlions to CONUS or elsewhere outside RVN was still desired,
If the recormendation was still valid, then JCS requested, &s a basis for
further congiderativn, the date the elements would be available for ship-
ment, In addition, JCS requested the composition of the USA HAWX batta-
Hen-(~) if a HalK battery and augmentaticn is retained in RV for subse-
quent movement to Thailand, overall syaces generated and a study of desi~
ravility of reloasing a USA HAWK battery in RVN for movement to Thailand,

i In apswer to the JCS message of 14 Feb 68, and CINCPAC message
1400152 Apr 68, COMUSMACV secret message 11410, 2304282 Apr 68 had the
following comments:

(1) Relief of 2d LAAM Bn at Chu Lai will be completed by the USA HAWK
battalion in Saigon 50 days after receipt of orders.

(2) The étk Bu, 71st Arty, intact, will be available for shipment
within 30 days after receipt of orders,

(3) HHB, 97th irty Gp (4D), 79th Orc Det (GNMGS) (HAWK) and the 459th
Sig Det should be phased out with the 6th Bn, 71st Arty.

(4) However, if the 6th Br, 71st Arty, is retained in RUWN for any
appreciable time after the éth Bn, 56th Arty deploys to Chu lai, then EHB,
97th firty Gp (AD) and 45%th Sig Det should redeploy to Cam Ranh Bay/Nha
Trang, The 79th Ord Det should stay in Saigon pending phase-out of 6th
Bn, ak: Arty. ’

(5) The remaining USMC HAWK battalion at Da Nang will be augmonted
with personnel and float equipment from the relieved USMC battalion at
Chu. Is4,

(§) The 6th Bn, 56th Arty (=) will consist of 729 personnel and
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3nclude & HHB end 3 HAVK batteries organized under present MIOE. This
battalion (-) is adequate to relieve the 2d LiaM Bn at Chu a3,

(Z) USMC spaces generated will be 449.

5 (8) Total out-cruntry redsployment (COKUS and Thailend battery of
- 131 personnel) will generate 1235 Army speces.

A e

RADRR LA ik e)
i

(2) In-country redeploywet plans will involve 37 space augmentations
te the éth Bn, 56th arty (~7 for additional staff and liaison functions
as well as a general support maintenance element,

)
L e e e T e e e

(10} Battery C, 6th Bn, 56th Arty will require 30 days preparation :
for shipment to Thailand. - ‘

e A A o, | s
o e o e it

3 Current Status: CINCPAC reconsideration and recormendations nave
been forwarded to JCS. Awaiting JCS action.

(¢) Air Defense of :sue/Phu Eai

1 In a letter. 30 Jan 68, subject: Ajr Defense of the Hue/Phu Bai 3
Area (S) (ADOTH:), this headquarters submitted an air defense study at
the request of the War Plans Division, 7Tth Adp Force. The requirement
! was generated by an inquiry from Gensral Abrams to General Momeyer in %
1 .- light of the organization and deploymeni of MACV Forverd, The employment 1
‘ : of HAVK and autcmatic weapons (M42 and M55) were corisidered to provide a ;
1 : composite defensc due to radar mask:.ng. The defense design was an over-

night effori, t0 recormend a minimal eir dofense for the Hue/Phu Bai air
_base and M.CV Forwerd vital area,

R T

2 Conclusions; That two HAWK batteries witn four M55 machinegun
squads pzr battery and ‘one M42 AW battery could be deployed immediately
to provide this requested minimal air defense,

T TR WA (PP R A

Ty

Y

(1,) Special Air Defense. Studiess ’ o

)

{a) MACV Vietnamese Air Defense Study: This MACV J53 special air . 3
defiznse study, started in Feoruary 1968, was conducted to determine what
equipnent would be needed In terms of aircraft, missiles and autogatic
weapons to adequstely protect four vital areas: Tan Son Nhut/Bied Hoa
air bases, Cam Ranh Bay, Qui Nhon, and De Nang, This headquarters provi-

: ded a representative to this joint.study group, The. study assumptions

, were that a cessation of hostilities existed, US forces had withdrawn,

; : all territory adjacent to vitel areas are secure, and the GVN weuld pro-

] ; vide persomnel to man the resulting air defemse structurse. On 3 March ;
1968, a HAWK missile and gun defensc study was completed by this head- ;

quarters as an input to tho overall study, A defense analysis utilizing zg

1:250,000 maps was conducted for each vital arca. Based on MACV guidance,

an austere defonse was developed, The following recommendations were made:
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1 That a three-battery HAWK defense be considered for each of the
Pa Nang, Qui Nhon and Cam Ranh Bay vital arcas,

2 That a four-battery HiWK defense be considered for the Saigon/Bien
Hoa arca.

3 That an aDa AW M42 battery of 16 fire uwnits be considersd tc aug~
menf, each of the HawK vital areca defenses in the following order of prio-
rity: Da Mang, Cam Ranh Bay, Qui Nhon, Saigon/Bien Hoa., This study is
still in progress and nmumerous changes in guidance have occurred, but the
gbove listed recommendations are still valid.

(b) The army Air Defense Requirements Plan, FY 1969 - 1978 (AADP FY
69 -~ 78) (U), KQ DA dated February 1968,

1 On 12 April 1968, this headquarters was tasked by USARV to review
and comment on the above~renticned requirements plan., Comments were to
include, but not be limited to, the following:

a RVN air defense requirements compared to the AADP FY 69 - 78 (U),
HQ Di.

b The number and type Allied Air Defense Forces in RVN and their

general deployment areas, missions, tie in with US air defense plans and
new units planned,

¢ Sufficient discussion, to include air defense priorities which
support RVN requirements, to allow evaluatim,

2 USARV also requested air defense pians from this headf’aarters 3
7th AF and MACV that pertain to Army air defense,

3 . In order to accomplish t}_‘:}s task, this headquarters conducted an
air defense requirements study + which’ included'

& A review of threat pobentials and plausible tactical scenarios.
b Postulation of air defense priorities,

1o

Summary of air defense materiel capabilities and limitations,

d Evaluatien of interservice alyr defense cépabi]:i.ty trade=~offs,

3 Documentation of air defense level materiel {¥wo-phase; Fhase I
{ FY 69 ~ 72, Fhase II FY 73 ~ 78).

g

l/ “The . Amw Air Defense Requirements Flan, the Republic of Vietnaw, FY
1969 - 1978 (U), Headquarters 97th Artiliery Group (4D), dated 7 May 1968.
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for Period Ending 30 ipril 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U)

£ Synops s of current air defense and related studies. These included
the Pacific Air Force South Vietnam Air Defense Study (U) (PACAP Study) and

the zir Defense in Vietnam (U) Study previously conducted by this headquar-
ters. .

4 The 97th artillery Group (4D) Requirements Flan was comp" eted and
“forvarded to USARV on 7 May 1968,

i, Training activities:

(1) During the reporting period, emphasis was placed on operational
readiness training to include AN/TPQ-21 simnlator training, missileman
qualification and preparation for Annual Service Practice,

(2) 4 total of 368 personnel were qualified as HAWK missileren
during the period. These wure personnel who had expired qualification
or who achieved highnr degraes of qualification. The breakdovn of the
personnel qualified, by degree of qualification is as follows:

Second Class Missilemen: 221
First Class Missilemen 143 R
Expert Missilemen A

-~

J. Intelligence Activit:ies.

(n .mtelligence act:.v:.t:.es during the reporting veriod were pmma.ri-
ly devoted® t6- obta:.m.ng and’ maintaining current intelligence data, ineuve
ring the adequeéy of physical securit ty ‘and the grownd defenss posture,

and eéntinuing.the normal -tagk of obtaimng and validating security
clearences. .

(2) Coordinatlon with Capital Military District (CMD) resulted in
additional intelligence data being available through briefings held at
CMD headquarters each Sunday morning, This headquarters was also placed
on the distribution list for the CMD Daily Intelligence Summary.

(3) Emphasa.s continued on review and inventory of classified docu~
mentad, a total of 1700 Confidertial, 56 Secrets and 2 Top Secret docu-
ments were processed, h semi-annual inventory of all Secret and Top Se~

cret documents was conducted in April, As a result of the inventory, 240
Secret and 2 Top Secret documents were destroyed.

(4) 97th Artillery Group Regulation 380-5, Safeguarding Defense Infore
mation, was revided in order to implement the provisions of USARV Regula~
tion 360-5. In addition, this headquarters published a new regulation

" 604~5, Porsonnel Security Clearances.
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(5) Coordination with the 18th Hiluitary Police Brigade resulted in
2 a system whereby the 6th Battalion, 71st Artillery, can pick up and turn
in sentry dogs from the 981st MP Coupiny (Sentry Dog) at Cam Ranh Bzy.
This eliminates the requirement znd expense of shipping dogs between Tan
Son ihut end Cam Ranh Bay.

(6) There were no enemy ground attacks directed ageinst units of
this cormand during the reporting period, however, four standeff rocket/
mortar attacks were conducied, Details as to these attacks are as follows:

DATE/TIVE

UNIT TYFE RESULTS
270530 Feb 68 HHMB 97th Arty 1 roumt Yegative rasualties, minor
, Gp (AD) 122zn 1wt damage to one bnilding
(senior enlisted quarters).
101925 Mar 68 Btry D, 6th Ba 12 rounds  Negative casualties, dsta
71st Arty &0 and 82mm cable destroyed, mederate
morter damage to one building,
minor damage to VHF van
and 3 radars.
010140 Apr 68 Btry B, 6th Ba 2 rounds Negative casualties and
Tist Arty 122mm rkt damage,
270315 Apr 68 79th Ord Det 2 rounds Nepative casualties, minor
122mm vkt damage to one building with

deatruction of $23,000
| worth of repair parts.

(7) Aas previously reported, this headquarters initiated an extensive
fortification and hardening program in October 1967, This was a major
effort to protect perscnnel and equipment from direct air and grownd
attack as well as Ustand off" rocket/mortar attack. This project, com-
pleted prior to the TET offensive, was considered sdequate and subse-
quently proved its worth duing the TET offensive and recent "stand off"
rocket/mortar attacks. However, this project will be a continual effort
as new ideas develop and existing fortifications deteriorate, '

k. Logistics Activities,

: ! (1) G:neral: The Tl offensive caused logistical problems in several
1 areas. Battery s, 6bh Battalion, 56th Artillery, was isolated Zor the

: first three weeks of the period, requiring helicopter resupply of rations,
water, ammunition, and FOL. A shortage of ratioms existed in the 79th
Ordnanca -Detachment for several days during the same period.

(%) Supply Activities:
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{a) Qass I: Enemy activity hindered the road resupply of ratious to
most units during the height of the TET offensive,

(b) Class II and IV:

1 Shortages of 3/L ton trucks are being filled from in-country stock=
age. However, 1/l ton trucks remain in short supply because no new vehi-
¢les have been received by this command during the calender year., At pre~
sent, the Group is short 12 of 79 authorized 1/4 tca vehicles. These
shortages result from the turn-in of unserviceable MI5% vehicles and USARV 1
directed transfer of vehicles to higher priority units, ;

8 3028 2SN LLA £L8 A halI AL

JEPRPRE RV L2

2 The Group is still shart cne of eight scooploaders {Battery C, 6th i
Battaldion, 56th Artillery).

3 As indicated in the previous report, this command continues to be
short the AN/VRC~-12 series radio which were taken to f£ill combat essen-

tial requirements of higher priority units., Following is the current
status:

Yt nn AL T Ml A ax TH avdad

RADIO_SET AUTHORIZED ON_HAND SHORT :
AN/GRC-106 27 .2 )
AN/GRC-5 1% 11 3 <
AN/VRC-46 i1 38 3 )

L During the last few days of this period, most flack jackets on
reguisition were received and issued to the troops.

{c) Ciass V: Generally, Class V supplies were available in adequate ' :
quantities., Hand-held parachute flares remained in short supply.

(3) Field Fortifications Program: Field fortifications generally
were adequate, However, sand bags were difficult to obtain during and
immediately following the TET offensive,

(4) Assistance to other unita:

(a) During the TET offensive, the following supplies were provided

1 Class III: 1710 gallons of MUGAS to Co C, 716th Military Police
battalion for emergedcy operations,

2 Class Vs

& 15 each LAW to JGS cempound advisors.
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b 840 xds 7.62mm to USHC,.

1,680 rds 7.62ma to 34th Gen Spb Go. ..

1o

[=3

165680 rds 7,62mm to JDGC Sr Advisor, LIC Carred,
5,600 rds 7.62mm (1linked) to JDCC Sr Advisor LTS Garred.

o

£ 72 rds LOmn HE grenades JDOC Sr Advisor LTC Garred.

(5) 79th Ordnance Detachment (Guided Missile General Support) (HAWK)
activities: ’

(a) This unit is respensible for a sector of the defense of the Ten
Son lhut Air Base; therefore, it was mand:story that this responsibilivy
be impleniented 24 hours a day, thus causing this wnitf‘s mission to be
halted during the initial surge of the TET offensive. From 31 January to
9 February, no shirments were received from CCNUS, nor were any shimmunts
evacuated to CHUS. The only repair parts that were issued were for dead-
lined equipment as the supported units could not safely travel the rcads.
Likewise, the daily courier flight to CEB for suprort of the éth Ba, 7ist
Arty was halted,

(b) Generators 30KW 60 cycle, This unit received two military stan-
dard 30K 60 cycle generators during this pericd. The addition of these
two gensrators provides the HAWK wnits with 100% £ill (25 authorized,

25 on hand) “or 60 cycle tactical power,

{e) Mechanized Stock Accounting. The conversion to the NCR 500
mechanized stock accounving system has been fully implemented. The Auto-
matie Data Field System Command, DSU/GSU Assistance Team Pacific concucted
an inspection of the procedures and application of the system on 16 and
17 March 1968, A satisfactory rating was received in all areas,

(¢) Exccss Repair Parts, The indtiel phase of the program to elimi~
nate excess repair parts, outlined in the previous ORLL, has been imple~
mented, During this reporting period, the HAWK battalion Direct Support
Platoons (DUSP) evacuated $992,347,1€ worth of repair parts (DSP, 6th Bn,
S6uk Arty « $£31,991,08; DSP, 6th Bn, 7ist Arty ~- $460,356.10) to the
7%h Ord Det which wére picked %up on the supply records, In conjunction
with the 79th Ord Det puritication of their ASL, the total excess iden-
tified as of 15 April 1968 represented a value of $2,515,588,37. This
overall value breaks down as follows: -

»”

ASL " $1,784,877.37 {vepre-cnting 3,564 lines) b
Fringe 730,711,00 (representing 5,480 lines)
TOT4L $2,515,588.37
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 97th srtillery Group (4aN)
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 {B~1) (U}

FI% Cards (customer excess reports) were mziled to the H¥K Project Office
in early ¥ay. The HdW/K Froje¢t Office, in conjuncfion vith USAMICQM NICP
vill furnish the 79th Ord Det with supply directives to ship to other users
as necessary. AL the completion of filling the supply directives, and
rex2ining excess will be evacuzted 1o COHUS. The turget date for com~
pletion of the prugram is 30 Jun 68,

(e} Supply scti-ity.

i. At the close of tre roporting period, the 79th carried an authorized
stockage list {iZL) of 13,70’ separate lines items, In addition to the iSL,

the number of separate lines being stocked w2s 6,838.

2. 6,294 requisitions were received from the direct support platoon and

4,601 of these requisitions were filled from availakle stock on hand.

3. 4t the close of the reporting peried 1,589 lines were at a zero
balance, This quantiiy cepresents 11.5% er the 4SL,

(f) Shipments,

" 163.2 tons were received from CONUS end 28.3 tons of unserviceables were

evacuated to COLUS.

1, Orgonizstion: On 27 Mar 68, the 6th and Sth Field Artillery Detach-
ments (RnD.it) werc asrigned to this headouarters, These detachments, organ-

ized and trained in CUNUS, were deployed to the Tan Son Fhut and Dong Nhai

Sensitive areas respectively, With the errival of the 6th FA Det in the TSN

area, the 248th Fu Det wus redeployed to kien Hoa to balance th. number of
fully operational detachments in the atove-mentioned Sensitive ireas,

. Other Activitj.es:

(1) On 7 ¥ar 68, this headquarters was tasked by CG, USiHaC to assume

commngd of TaSK FORCE v¥Tsn, This is & 120 man reaction force with a missien

of defending Sector C of thé fan Son Nhut Sensitive ires perimeter, This
task force is composed of a task force headquarters (1 Off and 3 IM) and
three platoons, one of which is .rovided by Headquarters Battery, 97th

Artillery firoup (aD}, During the period 7 Mar - 30 apr, an officer from this

headquerters has been involved in the operatior of this task force ona 24

hour-a-day basis., In addition, from eight to thirty-five enlisted peiscnnel
a day have beun detailed from this headquarters as a contribution to the task

forcy 24 hour-a-day manning requirement.

(2) During March and april, this headquarters conducted a comprehensive

combined Command - Command Maintenance Management Inspection of the 6th Bn,

568k nrty; 6th Bn, Tist srty and the 79th Oprd Det, 4l units received a rating

of satisfactory, This round of inspections was completed on 4 May when Hg
Btry 97th arty Gp (uD) and the 459th Sig Det wers inspected,
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SUBJECT: Operational Rewcrt of Headquarters, 97th srtillery Group (D)
for Period Ending 30 april 1968, RCS CSFOx~$5 (R~1) {U)

2. (C) Section 2, Lessons learned: Commander's Oiservations, Evaluation
anu Recommendations,

a, Yerson.el:

Iixcese lrersonnel

(1) CESERVATION. kxcess personnel hamper the efficient vperation of an
erganization due o the finability to properly ubllize the personnel in their
HOU.

(2) "EVaLU.TION. 4s of 30 4pr, this commnd had 258 excess personnel
of which 196 possessed the following wnauthorized ¥MOS: 03C, 13a, 135, 13D,
13z, 154, 16B, 16C, 2<G, 221, 23K, 57H, and 76I's ‘These personnel had to be
retrajned with the resulting loss of many productive men hours. In addition
thesc axcess personnel areated a morale problem in that this overstrength
reduced vromotion allocations rceeived by this command,

(3) ReCRie¥D.TION: That all personnel with an MOS not authorized by
this command be as<igne to other commands for proper utilization,

b. Overuticns,

(1) Unforeseen Cont ingencies during the 14T Of fensive.

(a) OBSERV=TION. This headquarters was celled upon and acvle to pro-
vide personnel, materiel and equipment on a no-notice tasis to other units
and agencies involved in the defense of the Tan Son Nhut Sensitive area and
Saigon during the VC/NVA Luiar New Year (TiT) Offensive,

(v) =ULIUATION. Iodsting plans did not include provisions to meet
the various contingencies that aroso during the TLT offensive, It is un~
likely that plans to mget all the pessible contingencies of future actiens
could be devcloped, Howe: er, sclected plans for mobilization of reaction
forces, trs.nesport capabﬂity, ang vedistribution of supplies should be
prepared,

{¢) N.COLMEADATION. That due to the possibility of future contmgen-
cies and resulting requests to provide varied types of servicos and assist
ilmmediate steps Le taken to:

1. Mo.ilize available ’cran.,port capalility and be ready to respond
during periocds of emergency,

2. Organize all available personnel into properly equipped reaction

" forces to assist in the defense of the Tan Son Nhut Sensitive hrea.
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SUEJWCT: Operational Report of Headguarters, 97th irtillery Group (sD)}

for the Period inding 30 april 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U)

(2) 1Insufficient Fif Communications Equi ment-HiB, 97tk arty CGp {uD).

(a) OBLMWATION: In attempbing to coordinate and control the transport—
aticn element, resupply actions and additional razaction forces during the

TET offonsive, the FM radio equipment orgsnic to this headguarters was over-~
extended,

(b) #VaLUATION: This headquarters is authorized § iN/VRC-Lb and 3
aN/ViC-L49 radic sets. Only 4 «l/YRC-LE and 2 al/VHC-L9 are presently on hand.
ss & result this headcuarters could not enter znd/or monitor all of the re-

guired ncts simultaneously to effect necessary comsmand, conbtrel and coordin-
ation.

(¢) R.COMMNDAT:ON: That this headquarters be issued the remaining
organic rudios.

(3) Insufficient FM Cormunications Zauirment - 79th Ord Det

{(a) OBouiVaTION: The 79th Ordnance Vetachment is located on tie peri-
meter of the Tan Son Mhut Sensitive arcs, The only mezns of commnications,
aveilable to the detachment, with this headquarters and other units within
the 97th artilleryr Grou, {aD) is VHF radio. This equipment is operated by
the 45%9th Signal Detachment, The TOE authorizes one aN/¥RC~25. This radio
is committed, on a full time basis, to the Sensitive irea defenss nect.

(b) BV.IUATION: This detachment lacks 2 backup comunications capabil-
ity if the VEF couipment, becomes non~operative or damiged Ly ememy action.
In addition the detachment lacks any cupability to communicate with quick
reaction forces deploved outside of the deiuchment perimeter.

{(¢) HECQOENDWPIOH: That the 79th Ordnance Detaciment be authorized tw.
additional radio sets, 4N/IRC-25, These radios would be used as a backup to
the VHF radio commnications and the Sensitive area defense net as well as
primary comaunication when a quick reaction force is deployed.

¢.. Training: Xone

d. Intelligence:

Protection against stand off rocket/mortar attacks.

(1) OBLLRVATICN: » 122mm rocket round impacted 20 meters from the Hg,
97th arty Gp (sD) NCO Biuw on 27 Feb 6&, Numerous pieces of shraynel penetrated
thd building, some passing completely through che building. Howewer, there
vere no penetrations velow the level of 55 gallon drums filled with dirt whici
wore usced {o revet biliets, As & result no cuasualties were suffered,
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SUBJELT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 97th srtillery Group (D)
for Period Rnding 30 iapril 1966, HCS CSFOR-65 (R~1) (U)

<

(2) EVaLUaTIOH: 55 galion drums, filled with dirt, afford excellent
protection against rocket/mortar attacks to single story personnel billets.

(3) RECOMMD.TION. That 55 gallon drums f£illed with dirt be used to
revet single story villets, edministrative buildings, oifices and all facil~
ities where personnel assembls,

e. lLogistics:

(1) Inadequate fire fimhting equipment — 79th Ord Det

(a) OBS:RVATION: .. 122rm rocket round impacted in the 75th Ordnance
Detachment compound warehouse storags arex on 020318H spril 68. « fire
resulted and available fire fighting equipment (27 gallon bhand pump fire ex-
tinguishers, sand 2nd water buckets) was inadeguzte in attempting to exting~
uish the fire, The fire, later brought wnder coutrol .y an air Ferce fire

ighting unit, resulted in the loss of $23.000 worth of repair parts.,

{b) ZVALUATION: The fire damage resulting frem mortar/rocket attacks
could bo greatly reduced if more fire fighting ecuipment were issucd or
readily aveilalle to the 79th Ord Det, .

(¢) [LODEHDATION: That additicnal fire fighting equipment be provided
to protect the multi-million dollar inventory meintained by the 79th Ord Det.
& request for fire hydrants and sufficient fire hose wes suimitted, Upon
corpletion 6£ & survey by the local R & YU persennel, the instailation of one

fire hydrant was ajoroved. Howeyer, installation of the fire hydrant has not
been started,

(2) Failure of Electronics/Communications houipmenv.

(a) CBSLRVATION: Heat, hurdidity and exiremsly dusty conditions ere a
m2 jor contribuiing fastor to the failurs of electronics/communications
eguipment., '

(b) EV.IULTION: These conditions result in a decreased life expect-~
ancy of resistors capacitors and tubes, cause relays to stick and clog
filters. Clogged filters in-twrn cause blower motors to fail and result in
equipment averheating, To counter these eflects within the Group, radios and
VHF equipment have been removed from vehicles and shelters anc installed in
semi~permanent buildings, AaAdditional fans hzve been installed to rapidly
dissipate heat and a moré aggressive preventive maintenance program has been
initiated, This hes resulted in cleuner, less humid operating conditions
with better cocling of the cquipment.
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rendered very valuable service to both headquarters.

CONEIDENTIR,

Operetional Report of Headguarters, 97th Artillery Group (aD)
for Pericd Ending 30 &pril 1968, RCS CSFCR-65 {(R~1) (U)

AVGH-C -
SUBJRCT:

{c) FsCOOSNDATION: That, when pessible, electronics/commmications
equipment be removed from vehicles and shelters and Le installed in semi~
perz@nent tuildings in which fans have been installed to dissipate heat,

£, Organization:

2ir defense artillery liaison officer &t G3, US:«iV.

(1) OBS=RV~TICN: Due to numersus reguirements for coordination and
exchangs of information befween the two headquarters on air defense matters,
the requirement for = 97th Artillery Group (aD) ropresentat...ve zt K, USaRV,
vecame appa*ent. The MTCE for this headquarters provides two liaison officers

(CET - 17702\ A liaison officer vas put on a TDY status w0 G3, USARV on 10
Aprdl 1968. A  feriKus 123

RIPR i
(2) EVALUTION: Dur:mg the relatively brief evaluation period he has

(3) RECGSDNDATION: That the headguarters be allowed +9 maintain &
liaison officer et HQ, USaRV.

; . . .
.J. C. FIMIANI

Colonel, Artillery
Commanding

g, Others: HNone

CONFIDENTIAL
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jZWH&-DST (22 May 68) 1st Ind (C)

T " CONFIDENTIAL

CPT Arnold/ms/LBN 4485
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 97th Artillery Group (AD)
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) {U)

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 10 Jun19sg

T0: / Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APQ 98558

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the Amy
Washington, D. C. 20310 :

"1, (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Cperational Report-Lessons Learned

for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters, 97th
Artillery Group (AD).

2, {C) Comments follow:

a, Reference comment pertaining to unforeseen contingencies, page 0,
section 2, paragraph 2b: Concur,

(1) References:

(a) USAHAC operaticn plan 1-68 {Security of US Installations in Saigon/
Cholon Area) (U) dated 25 april 1968,

(k) USARV OPLAN 71~67 (Security of US Installations in Saigon/Cholon
Avea) (U) dated March 1967,

(2) Reference 2b (1)(a) provides for necessary transportation rescurces
to be made available to reaction forces providing security to US installations
in the Saigon/Cholon area.

(3) Army forces in the Saigon/Cholon area are OPCON to CG, USAHAC in
Phase 1 and 2 of operations for ground security of the Saigon/Cholon area.
97th Artillery Group and USAHAC are in the process of coordinabting existing
plans to preclude the possibility of confusion during future contingencies.

b, Reference comaent pertaining to excess personnel, page 20, secticn v~
2, paragraph 2a: Concur. Surplus personnel are being reassigned to other
commands for utilization in related skills or as the commander may direct.
The surplus in missile and missile maintenance HOS resulted in quantitative
£311 of USARV requisitions, These surplus personnel were assigned to the
97th Artillery Group since it is the only unit in RUN that can utilize them
in PMOS or an authorized substitution, Department of the Army has been
advised of this problem and reduced fill is expected,

e
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: CONFIDENTIAL
AVHGC-DST (22 May 68) 1st Ind (C) 28
SUBJZCT: Operational Report of Headauarters, 97th Artillery firoup (AD)

for Pericd ¥nding 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U)

¢. Referance item concerning insufficient FM communication equipment,
page 21, paragraph 2b (2): Concur. The comients are valid and the 97th
Artillery Group had previously brought this matter to the attention of this

headquarters. There is a shortage of AN/VRC-12 series radios. Vhen
available, radios will, be issued.,

d. Reference item concerning insufficient Fif communications equipment
79th Ord Det, page 21, paragraph 2b (3). Amnotated copy of MTOE 9-510T,
P00168 was received from USARPAC on 3 May: This KTCE reflected one radio
set AN/VRC-46 and one radio set AN/VRC-49, Approval date for this MTCOE

cannot be determined at this date, but a communications capability wiil be
included in the approved KTCE, '

e, Reference item concerning inadeaquate fire fighting equimment, 79th
Ord Det, page 22, paragraph 2e {1). Concur with recommendation that addi~-
tional fire fighting equipment be furnished the 79th Ord Det, provided said
equipment is of the first-aid category, e.g., additional fire extinguishers,
water barrels, and water buckets. Nonconcur in recormendation for a fire

hydrant system for the detachment area. The following inforzation is
furnished:

(1) The 79th Ord Det is located on Tan Son Nhut Air Base.

(2) iMhen the fire occurred on 2 kpr 48, the detachment notified the Air
Force fire department which in turn notified the Army fire depariment, which
was close enough to the 79th Ord Det to be on the scens in two to thiree
minutes., The Anny fire department responded to the call with one pumper,
one 1,000 gallon tanker and one 500 gallon tanker.,

(3) On L Apr 68, the 79th Ord Det submitted a Joh Order Request (TSN-
1858-68) to the Tan Son Nmt Post Engineer, requessting one (1) pressure
punp and ten (10) fire hydrants. Following an on~site survey; the reguest
vas disapproved with the comment that fire fighting equipment was close
enough to provide uadequate protection to the 79th Ord Det,

(4) The Post Engineer further recommended that the 79th Ord Det revise
their fire notification procedures and notify the Army fire fighting detach-
ment .

f. Reference item concerning an Air Defense Artillery liaison officer
at G3, USARV, page 23, paragraph 2f (1).

25
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' © CONFIDENTIAL

Z}zccozm (22 1=y 68) 1st Ina (C) ' «
- . SUBJECT: Opeiciional Report of Headquariers, 97th Artillery Grovp (AD)

for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U)
(1) Concur. The Air Defense Artiliery liaison officer provides assist-

ance involving the technical and tactical aspects of Air Defense Arcillery in
RVN.

(2) The lisison officer should be attached to USARV, dvty station Long
Binh,

(3) The MOS shown for the liaison officer in Section II, paragraph 2£(1)
is incorrect. The M0S is 1176 not 1776 as shown.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

& %/wzgx/mq

C. S. NAKATSUEASA
Captain, AGC
: Assistant Adjutant Geperal
Copy furnished:
HQ, 97th<Ariy Gp (&D)
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GPOB-DT (22 May 68) 2d Ind (U) 30
SUBJECT: Operational Report of EQ, 97th Arty Gp {AD) for Feriod Ending
30 April 1963, BCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

EQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 5 JULi363

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This neadquarters hss evaluated subject report and forwardinp indcrse-
ment 2nd concurs in the report as indorsed.

ot
€., SHORTT
CPT, AGC

Asst AG

FOX THE CQMMANDER IN CHIEF:

ol ]
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Urganizational svructuse (U)

_Réporting Unit: Headquarters; 97th Artiliery Group {4D)

Organic elements’included in this report:

a. Headquarters Battery, 97th Artillery Group (4D} -

b. 79th Ordnance Detachment (GMGS) (HAWK)
¢i A459bh.Signsl Detachment

d, 6th Field Artillery Dotachuent (Radar)
e. 79th Ficld Artillery Detachment (Radar)
f. 231st Field Artillsry Detachment (Radar)

g« 2A7%h Field Artillery Destachment (Radar)

h. 249th Field Artillery Detachmsnt (Radar)
Organic elements not included in this report:
a., 6th Battalion, 56th Artiliery

(1) 9th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)

(2) 67th Infantry Detachment {Ground Surveillance)
(3) 76th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)

(L) 246th Field srtillery Detachment (Radar)

(5) 2,8th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)

b, 6th Battaiion, Tist Artillery
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