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l. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should

be reported to ACSFOR OT RD, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.
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2., Information contained in this report is provided to insure that the

Army realizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera-
tions.
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3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned =
Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons
Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appearing in the
reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the

attached report are encouraged to recommend items from it for inclusion

in the Index by completing and returning the self-addressed form provided
at the end of this report,
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CONFIDENTIAL

‘g IEP,ITMENT OF "HE 4RMY
HE/ADQU/RTEIS, 4TH BATTALION (AW)(SP), 60TH ARTILLERY
AP0 96294
AVFA-AT-4WOP . ’ ' 1 sugust 1968

SUBJECTs Operational Report of 4th Bsttalion (iW)(SP), 60th 4rty, Battery E
(MG), 418t &rtillery and Battery B (S.T), 29th irtillery for period ending
31 July 1968, XGS C5 65 (BR1)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

l. 8Section I (C) Significant organization or wit activities.
ae General

(1) The 4th Battalion (4W)(SP) 60th rtillery with attached
Battery E.(M§), 4lst drtillery and Battery B (SLT), 29th drtillery, reusined
assigned to I Field Force Vietnam gnd fully gttached to I Field Force Vietnam
Artillery. . '

(2) 1he Battalion, with attachments, continues to operate at
widely separated locations in support of maneuver and artillery clements of the
United States and Free World Military .ssigtance Forces I.hxoughout the II Corps
Tactical Zone and portiong of tii» I Corps Tactical Zone.

(3) Headquerters and Headquarters Battery remained attached to
I Field Force Lriillery and was located at Camp Townes, Qui Naon ares, at the
beginning of the reporting period. Headquarters and Headquarters Battery
relocated at Camp Radeliff, Jn Khe, effcotive X0 June., Battery /4 remined
assigned to the 4th Battalion (4W)(SP), 60th Artillery. Operational control
of its 1st AW platocn was exeroised by the 5th Battalion, 27th 4rtillery in
the Fhan Thiet area. Operetional control of the 2nd 4W platoon was exercised
by the 6th Battalion, 32nd 4rtillery in support of ite units in tac Tuy Hoa/
Ninh Hoa area. Battery B remained assignod to the 4th Batelion {(iw){SP),
60th 4rtillery. Elements of the lst 4 platoon were located on LZs from
the Qui ¥hon arca to Mang Giang Pass (west of in Kie along highway 194).
Operational control of the 110, 120, and 140 sections was exercised by the
4th Battalion.(4W)(SP), 60th irtillery; Uperational control of tae 130 section
wes exerclsed by 4lst irtillery Group., The 2nd 4W platoon re.ained located
in tie Dgk To/Kontum area with operational control of 210, 220, snd 230
scctians exereised by the 6th B:ttalion, 29th irtillery (4th Division artillery).
Operational control of the 240 ssction was cxercised by tuc 2nd Battalion,
9th 4Artillery €4t‘q Division Lritillery), Battery C remained assigned to the
4th Battalion (4./)(8P), 60th Artillery. The 110 and 130 sections of the lst

1. Soo Incl 1 CONFIBENTIAL DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

‘rOR_OT KD DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
689320\ DOD DIR 5200.10
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CONFIDENTIAL ¥

AVFA=LT=LWOP 1 Lugust 1968
SUBJZCT: Operational Report of 4th Battalion (.iW)(SF), 60tn uirty, Battaery E
(1G), 418t irtillery and Battery B (8LT), 29th irtillery for puriod ending
31 July 1968, RCS €S 65 (Ry) -

4W platoon remained temporarily attached to the lst jgir Cayairy Divisdon

with operational control exercised by tne 2nd Battalion, 19th artillery (1st
Cavalry Division Artillery) located in the Quang Tri aree of the I Qorps
Tactical Zone. Operstional control of the 120 aid 140 sections and thu 2nd

W platoon was uxercised by the 4th Bgttalion (aw)(SP), €0th artillery supyort-
ing clements of the 3rd Battalion, 319th urxrtillery (173rd LBN Brigede) and the
7th Battalion, 15th Artillery (4lst artiller; Group). These two sections and

* the cntire 2nd AW platoon were deployed in the Beng Son plains arem. HBatlory
D remained assigned to the 4tn Battelion (4W){(SP), 60th Artillery. Upsrational
control of the D110 section, D121, D132, and D141 squads was exercisaed by the
4th Battalion, 42nd drtillery (4th Divison 4rtillery), in the Ban Mo Thuot
arca. Operational control of the D122, D131, gnd D142 squads was exervised
by the 2nd Battalion, 9th 4rifllery (4th Divigion Artillery) at LZ Oasis,
southwest of P leilu. Operational control of the 210 secticn at Ban Me Thuot
was exerciged by the 5th-Battalion, 22nd artillery, (52nd Lrtillery Group.)
Operational eontrol of the 320 sootion at Fold Djercng (west of Ploiku) was
exercised by the 6th Battalion, 14th 4rtillery, (52nd 4rtillary Group.)
Operational control of the D24l and D231 squads were directly excrcised by

the 4th Dividion 4rtillery at Pleiku. D142 and 1022 ware under the operationsal
control of the 4th Battalion (/W)(SP), 60th Jrtillery in support of the lst
Squadron, l0th Cavelry operating in the plnins west of Plaiku.

(4) Battery E (MG), 41st drtillery remained attachoed to the 4th
Battalion (47)(SP), 60th 4rtillery, The six machine gun secticns ramained
further attachcd to batterics of the 4th Battalion (4W)(SP), 60th artillery,
with oporational control cxercised as follows: Section 4 attached to Battcey
4 with operational control of the lst and 2nd squads uxercised by the Tuy Hoa
Jub~grea Comuend; and’ the 3rd 'snd 4th squads by fhe I73xd 4irbome Brigede
supporting the Tuy Hoa Sub-Area Comuand; section B attached to Bat.exy C
and further attached temporarily to the lst lir {avalry Division
hag operational control exercisgd by tho 2nd Battalion, 19th wrtillery (let 4ir
Cavalry Division Lrtillery) in the Quang Tri ares of I Corps Tactical Zore.
Scetion C attached to Battery C had operational control exerciged by tic
4th Battalion (4W)(SP), 60th irtillery in tho Bong Son area rupporting elocerts
of the 41st Artillgry Group and 3rd Battalion, 319th 4rtillery (173rd airbomne
Brigade). Section D gttuched to Battery D had operasti.nal control -of wac 2nd,.
3rd, end 4th squads cxercised 'y the 4th Battalion (4W)(8P), 60th artillery,
supporting the 4tk Division frtillery near Pleiku, and operational control
of the lst squad eoxercisud by the 2nd Battalion, 9th 4rtillery at Kontum.
Section E attached to Battery 4 had operational control exerciscd by the 5tn
Battalion, 27th Lrtillery in the Pian Thiet area. Section £ atteched to
Battory P had operational control of the 1st, 3rd, and 4th squads exerciscd
by the 4th Battalion (4W)(SP), &0th Lrtillery supporting the 4th Division
Militery Police on highway 19E from Fleiku to Dak To. Uperatiunal control

@
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o CONFIDENTIAL

AVFA-AT-AWOP 1 Gt 1968
SUBJECT: Uperatienal leport of 4th Battalion (Lv)(SF), &0th irty, Battewy £
gm)_; 4lst Artillery and Dattory B (&L1), 29th .rtillery for Poxiod ending

1 July 1968, RCS 0§ 65 (B1)
of the 24 squad vas exeroised by the 41t Awtillery Group at Phu Cat uFB.

(5) Battery B (ML), 29th 4artillery, remeined ettachcd to the
4th Battelion (LW)(SP), 60th 4rtillery. The lst, 2nd and ird searchlight
platoons wero gttechod to Batteries B, C, and 4 rospeotively. Operational
control of the platoons was oxercised as followss lst platom,less two search-
ligntg by 4th Division 4rtillery elemants in tho Dak To/Pleiku area; with the
rcraining two scareilights controlled by the 52nd Artiller Group; the 2nd
platoon, minus four searchlights, by the 4th Bat:alion (AW{( 8P), Oth &vtillery
support various United Statos and ligpublic of Koreg Forces located in the
Bong Son/qui Maon arcss.The four soarchl ights ronaining were tomporatily
frovince to the lst jpix Cavalry Diviaion located in the Quang fri '
attached, I Corps Tactical Zone; and the 3rd platoon controlled by various
United States end Rgpublic of Korea Forcos located on tho coastal plaing from
the junetion of highways 1 and 6b south to Phan Thiot.

(6) Committments requiring LW assots in axcess of the 64 M42il's
and 24!5?. authorized by TO & E were reduced during the reporting period io
only ones” Non-committod oxcoss assets were turned in for olosod loop meint-

anence (Fotrograda)e Currently one M55 mennod by Hoadquartors Battery is crploy-

ed at Ky Son Mountain Firo Base supporting Battary C, 2nd Bettalion, 17th
4rtillery (41st irtillery Group).

(7 Elements of the Battelion and attach.ic.is participeted in tac
following uajor operationgs CA.TIU., HITE Ditas 5, .43.6 HO 12, /ALEL,
CU'J-.I“O SU.‘...L-G, :m and JEB STUALT .

b. Intelligence

(1) Upon reloc-tion of the Battalion Headquarters to Camp iadcliff
at An Khe, g new intelligence gathering effort was initiated, with the
ébjective being to receive timely intelligemnce information on the enemy's
deployment, movement and probable ocurses of action throughout the 1I CIZ.

The prior intelligence gatnering effort was confined to the iuwediate
vicinity of the Battalion Headquarters at qui Naon, which /as inadequate
for a wmit vith elements deployed throughout the II CT%. During the first
wonth after a-rival at 4n khe, units were omtacted turcughout IL CT2 waich
subait intelligence summaries ( INTSUMS) to IFFV HQ and arrangements werce
mdes to receive copies of their IWTSUMS. Units from whioh INTsUnS are received
erer G2, 4th Inf Div, Pleiku; 2, 52nd Arty GP, rleiwu; 52, CU B, 5 SF
Group, rleiku; 32, 5th mn, 27th Arty, fhan Taiet; S2, 6th Mn 32nd arty, Tuy
Hoaj .OK Tiger Division, Qui Khon; 27ti Intel Tesm, Qui Nhon; and 22nd 4LVN
Div HQy Qui .laon. The 82 Officer currently spends three crys per we k on
liaison visits to these HQs. Information continues to be grtnered from tne
Qi Nhon areg and daily Liaison is maintained with the lst 8n, 50%rd Inf and
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFA=-AT-AWOP ‘ 1 Jugust 1968
SUBJECT: Operational leport of 4th Battalion (aW)(s¢), S0tn irty, Battery £
(MG), 41st Artillery and Battexy B (SLT), 29th artillery for period cnding
31 July 1968, RCS CS 65 (1)

MACV HQ in 4n Khe. Further intelligence information regarding the II CTZ is
received from Heedquarters IFFV, in daily INTSUMS and weekly FEiLITuirS.

(2) 4ree studies from the Combined Intelligence Center Vietnaam

(CICV), were received in the early portion of the reporting period. 4in
additional request for an enemy air cepability study was hoporcd prior to
the end of the quarter. Further information will be requested to further
develop and kecp current the status of the enemy air threst, should the
Battalion find it necessary to revert to an air defense role. Numerous
studies from CICV regarding enemy tectics are on order presently to form

the nucleus of e Battalion Intelligence Reauing File,.

(3) The Battalion received three 4uWN interpreters on 1 July
1968. One was assigned to C Battery in the Bong Son grea, who have elements
suppor ting 4iVN units, to bolster their liaison with these wmnits. OUne
was assigned to D Battery to aid them in a civic action program that they
nad begun in the Pleiku area. The third was retrined at Battalion Headquarters
to be utilized for civic action and intelligence activities.

(4) The Batteries quring the reporting period continued to
receive intelligence for their particular area of operations from daily
briefings by supported and adjncent units. This intelligence, plus spot
reports, ‘is forwarded by the Patteries to the Battalion S2 for evaluation
end inclusion in the Battalion's daily intelligence sumiary.

ce Operations and Training 4ctivities
(1) Operations

(2) 411 operational elements of the 4th Battalion (W)
(SP), 60th Artillery and attached Bettery E (MG), 4let artillery, and Battery
B (fLT), 29th irtillery, were cngaged in tactical operations during the 92
deys of this reporting period. Operetions which elements of the Datialion
took part in were: continuations of MCA..THU., MCCLLIN, BOLLIIG, J.B STULLT,
VELVET HAMMEL end PEG4SUS, WiITE HORSE 6 and MAENG HO 12. Fire units primaxy
employment continued to be perimeter defense with sup,lemential mis:zions
consisting of convoy escort; route, strongpoint, work-party, bridge and mine
sweep security; and recon in force missions with mechanized mancuver elements.
Supporting fire wes provided by interdiction, counterfira, rcconnissance by
fire, confirmed target engagement, and on call missions. GSearcalights contin-
ucd to be employed in support of critical installations, defunsive perimeters,
and sensitive areas. Missions werc performed both in the visible and infrared
wodes on ~ scheduled and on-cell basis. Types and numbers of supporting fires
snd searchlight missions accomplished during this reporting period are as
follows:

(4)
CONFIDENTIAL




“CON. IDENTIAL

AVFA-AT-AWOP 1 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 4th Battalion (AW)(SP), 60th Arty, Battery E
(MG), &4lst Artillery and Battery B (SLT), 29th Artillery for period ending
31 July 1968, RGS CSFOR-65 (R1)

Duster (Mi241)

Interdfotion . 2973 101488
Countexfire - 9146
Becommiséa‘noe by Fire 666 19210
Conf irmed Target 27 2692
o_tg&(mggg/_o_g_-_cgu) 82 5637
Total 3828 138173
@ad (155)

Migsion Type Numbexr o i d (50 Cal
Interdiction 385 ' ' 167510
Comterfire 33 34400
negonnaissance by Fire 83 25700
Confirmed Target 13 5200
Otger (Training/On-Call) 17 20500
Total 531 254310

Soarchlight (LN/MSS-3)

Mipsion Type N Number
Vigible Mode

Interdiotion 16346

n-Call 5724

Infrared :ode

Interdiction 6297

on-Call 192,

Totel Missions 29162
(5)
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ONFIDENTIAL
A T S A J
VFL=AT~AWOP 1 lugust 1968
%UBJECT: Operationsl Report of 4th Battelion (J)W)(SP)! 60%h 4rty, Battery E
(18), 4lst Artillery end Battexy B (€IT), 29th idrtallery for Period ending
31 July 1963, uCs Cs 65 (m1)

(v) 4e & follow-up on activities of last quarter, the
qutomatic weapons and mearchlight employment letter which was forwarded
last quarter tirough I Field Force Vietnam Artillery to the Comnanding
General I Fleld Force Vietnam (for approval, indorsement, and distribution
to major oommsnders within I Field Foroe) 'is Being redrafted at I Field
Force Vietnazn for signsture and distribution to w.it comugnders within the
11 Corps Tactical Zone.

(¢) During the reporting period, frequint movement
of artillery units, and numerous short duration operations of maneuver
elements asain demonstratcd the need for a flexibls organization for combet.
Fluid gesets remsined gt a minimun and as a result the Battalion was wable
to render regucsted support in several instences. Those assets that remeined
OPCON to the Battalion were employed in several short duration operations
and were avallable and utilized for convoy cscort and perimeter defense as
noeded. 4 prompt movement of AW assets to the HWY 19E arem east of the Mg
Giang Pass quite possibly forstelled an anticipated attack on small security
sites in those locgtions. In order to continuc to improve this response
capability end achieve a better distributed and flexible posture in automstic
weapons supyort, this headquarters egain forwarded an autpmatic wep.pons/
searchlight orgenization for combat to CG, IFFOLCEV irtys This recommenda-
tion takes into consideration the current unit deploymemt and pleces elements
of the Battalion into either reinforcing or general support roles, based
upon misgion requirements in respective are=s of operations. The recommenda-
tion is pending ~pproval at this time.

{d) 4 chronological sequence of events occuring during
this reporting period is present as inclosure '4.

(e) Significant Events

10 May: At gpproximately 0430 nours 10 May 1968 FSB 25 vicinity
AR 883292 accupied by elements of the lst Bn, 8th Infantry, was subjected to
a well coordinated ground attack by an estimated NV4 battalion. The crew of
Qad 2-24 reacted immedintely and brought fire to bear. Within 5 minutes the
enemy overran and occupied two bunkers fifteen maters in front of the Qued
using the positions to put themselves in defilade. From these positions
they threw hand grenades which wounded two cannmeers. The gunner, SP4
Biggerstaff, continued to fire until a grenade killed him. Then enemy then
threw two more gr .infvs to insure destruction of the Quad. The Quad was
credited with eight NV4 Kli.

11-19 Mgyt At 0730 May 1968, the 230 section of ¢ Battery
togother with n Rifle Company (sinforced) of the lst Battalion (Mecaanized),
50th Infantry end s platoan of tanks from ine let Battalion, &9th Araoy departed

3. See Incl 3, ’ r‘
CONFIDENTIAL
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q CONFIDENTIAL

"AVEL=4T~4WOP 1 4ugust 1968
SUBJESTs Operationnl ieport pf Q}u ‘Battalion' (4W)(SP), 60th arty, Battery £
(i6), 418t Artillery and Battery B (SLT), 29th artillery for period enaing
31 July 1968, .CS CS 65 (ul)

LZ Uplift going soutu oa Highway One ta t.e nortiern and of #u .y.

Vicinity Bu 902675, the =lemeants moved zast through a number of viliages.
Crossing a nill, vicinity Bi 9567, the elcments found themselves confronted
with a battalion sizo clement guarding the 22nd NVA .egimental Cr. when

this was discovercd, the ucchenized force formed a tight defense. The Dusters
were the first to open firc and stopped the NVA from over-running the mochan-
izad eloments. The enemy fired morters and rockets; they also employed
automatic weapons and siall arius fire; thoy were heavily bunkercd., Becausc
the section h~d to engage tho cnemy imaediately, they did not back their
Tracks into a firing position; this nmnde resupply of ammmition difficult.
During th. oncounter, 150 VC wern KIA; 60 of these deaths were attribut.d to
the Duster's fires The second day, 12 ilay, the clenents performed o search
and clear operation, vicinity of Bu 931684. There was no contact. Un the
third day, th> ncch-nized force discovercc some weapons, freshly dug eraves,
assorted web gear, tools, beds ~nd the .egimental Cow .ander's ounker with six
bodies, a di:iing table complete with tableclota, napkins, silverware, chin-
and flowers vicinity of B. 9567. On the fourth day, tac nechanized teau
perforned a scerch and clear ogeration vicinity of Bi Y33683 to Bu 941679.
There were negative assessuents. - On the fiftn day, the 23 section return.a
to LZ Uplift for naintenance. .t this tine, the 140 section repl-ced then in
the fielde On the sixth day and the seventh day, the saue arcas wore agsin
swept with negative reosults. On the night of the seventh day, the FUB rcccived
some rockets and wortars with negative da.ace. On tae eignta day, tue

Sanoe arca was once lLore swept with negative results. 4t 1715, the mechaniz.d
force returned to LZ Uplift. 8ix personnel ere wounded durin, the initial

action frou 3dtied; T and medevaced They were replaced b il
' » . 01 k i y ail
4T0s fron Battery Headquarters. Y 2 PRI S

SRR MW

24-25 Moyt On 24 May 1968, C-211 and C-231 together with a
reinforced cowpany from let Battelion (Mechenized), 50th Infontry and a platoon
from 1/69 4rmor woved south from LZ Uplift and theu west into an area approxi-
nate vicinity Bi 88747 4t this location, the wech-nized forcs came upon a
battalion sizcd Vi force arncd with B-40 rockcts, mortars and swall aras.
Diring thlg initis) fire fight, the Duster Flatoon Le~der was .wounded
as he was firing tho 1i-60 lJounted on the turrei. He was providing covering
firc as the guns wore being roloadod. He was wedevaced approxiuately onc 1 ur
later when thoy broke contect with the encuy. 4ftor regrouping, thoe forco
agrin entered the ontaet arca this tiae receiving only suell contacts. On
the sccond day, thc mechanized force.doved furthir west along th: valley
again only naking contact with snall forces resulting in a short period of %
contects On the tiiird day the nechenized force turncd east and swopt back i

toward the higawey returning to LZ Uplift late in the aftermoon. Two othor '
gler person.cl wcre wounded during the initial conta.t out were not %
Ledevaced. The Dusters were credited with twenty cnewy sl. by bodycount as a 3

result of the oper: tion.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL . &

aVFL-4T-4W0F 23l ‘ 1 August 1968
SUBJ3CT: Op .rational .cport of 4th Battalion (4W)(8P), 60th 4rty, Battery £
(i46), 41st artill .ry and Battery B (oLT), 29th artillery for period ending
31 July 1968, uCS CS 65 (41) ' -

19 Julys 4t 1400 hours, 19 July, 5 Dusters (D-111, D-112, D-141,
D-121, D-132) frou thc lst AW Platoon of D Battery duployed fron LZ Uasis,

wost of Pleiku, and excortod a convoy consisting of cleusnts oi the 2nd
Brigadc, 4th Division and its' direct support battalion, 4th Battalion, 42nd
Airtillery to Ban Mc Thuot. The Platoon Headquarters and two scarchlights
accoupanied the move. Platoon clements closed into position ot 0030 aours
20. July following a road march .of 90 uiles. These elemunts are currently
porforining perimeter security for the 2nd Brigede, taskud with the security
of the Ban Me Thuot area.

(f) Operational Control

The Bzttalion's organic and attnchid clewents contiuued to be
deployed the lingth anrd breadth of the II Corps Tgqctical Zonc, with cluents
touporarily att-ched to the lst Cavalry Division (4ir wmobile) continucine to
oporate in the Jueng Tri arca of the I Corps Tactical Zonee ~FProblew ar.as in
coimand aid control,personiicl actions and sup.ly of iajor repair parts and
end itens, continuc due to t.ie large distanccs involved batween the Battalion
Hoadquartcrs and Bettery clouentse The m0st northern element is presently
210 air wmiles distent and the most southern is 265 air uilcus away. selocetion
of the Battalion basc caip to in Khe in Junc has for the oulk of the Bnttelion,
provided = uore c.ntr-lized locetion for control purposes. «ir Force flights
are now availablc daily on a scheculed basis direct to @ang Tri. air Force
flights to Phan Taiot continuc to be extrcoiely tiue conswiing teking, on an
averagc, two deys cach way duc to the numerous shuttle flights required for
the trip. Fixed wing sup.ort from U.S. Lroy asscts was not aveilable during
the rep rting periode In guncrnl, aircraft s-poort to the rPhan Taiet arees
continues to be inacequates Helicopter support from the 128th Heliccpter
Coupeny at Phu dicp hes been very sutisfectory. One helicopter, four days
per week hes proven edequate for accouplishilent of coordination visits, ~nd
tronsportation of small repair parts. 4 totsl of 46 uissiong with a fligut
tine of 191 hours werec flown in sup.ort of the Bgttelion. Each Duster Battery
hed onc flight per week scheduled in its' operational arca. The Battalion
continued to utilize AN/G.C-19 radios for the bulk of thec reporting period.
Upon receipt of 5 AN/G.C-106 r-dios in July and subs.quent disposition to tn:
nost distant Battalion clconc.its, direct racdio co.municetions between the
Battalion Headquarters and all Battery and Platoan Headquartcrs was cstab-
lighed for the first time.

(2) Treining Lctivitics

(a) The traiuing requireacnts for the Battalion's
personncl continucd to be satisfied at squsd and section level at the firing
batteries by having the Section/ Squad Leadcr conduct traiuing, with sup_le-
mental inatruction by the Platoon LeaGur. The current Battalion training
regulation is under revision to allow a greater share of tae training burden
to be assumed at the Battalion level, thus rcducing the Battery requircuent to
thnt which can be presented or closely supervised by Battery.Officers.

(8) CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Opcrational .cport of 4th Battalian (aw)(sSP), 60th urty, Battery £
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(b) 4 total of sevan newly arrived men possessing the
DS 45F20 (Turret Mechonic) attended a 30 day training course on the 14241
@i . 1B5 conducted by the Bgttalion maintenance section. Tacse personnel
had been traincd at Ft 8ill as turret mechanics on field artillery equipnaent,
i.0. 105ma and 155am 8P venicles.  See inclosure 5 for a resude of training
&iven.

(¢) Driver's training coursos on track and wheel
vehicles were initisted in cerly July at Battalion Base Comp. 4ll Battalion
personnel to be »ssigne? as track or wheeled vehicle drivers are progrene’
to receive t.is coursc of inatruction conducted by thc Bhttalion nmaintenance
scction. 4 total of 45 personsel were trained as track veh:cle drivers and
33 as wheeled vehicle drivers since the initiation of this course in July.

4 resunc of the course of instruction is included as inclosure 6.

(d) Replacenent training was concfucted for 1934 enlisted
persomnel following their acrival at Battalion Base Camp. Starting tnc cnd
of tiay, fornal treining was conducted which satisfied uandatory amual troining
requirenents plus additional Vietnam oriunted instruction. Tiis training
deviated from last quarters' replacement training by virtue of awditionzl
instruction aours being added. 4 reswuc of tae treining progeew is includcc
as inclosure 7. s

(e) 4 two Cay training prograi for radio operators .nc
counications chiefs was coniucted in cid=July on the 4N/G..C-106 radio.
Euphnsis was placed upon corrcct procedures for cnergizing and tuning the
auplifior 4i4=3349 to precludc dauege. & synopsis of the treining progren
is present as inclosurc 8. .

(£) 4 roplacement training progran for naewly sssigncd
Officers that arc not autonatic woapons quelificd has been rccently cstab-
lisheds The proyren is prescntod over a one weok period wnicn iacludes =
three day visit to a firolge vhore the O:ficer can gain practical first
hand ‘knowledge of nutomatic weapons and their emwloyuente The other four
days are utilized for classes on aaint nance, sunll arms and crow served
weapons, tactics, the current tactical situation and supervisory rcsponsi=-
bilitics. 4 .rosune of the Officer replaceient training progr=a is included =
inclosure 9.

s (¢) In preparation for the IFFV-iuTY Conmiand Inspection
of the Battalion in Septeuber, the Batialion Headquarters conducted = Com rn-
Inspcction of ell battories, assigned or attached, during the month of July.
Checklists oxtracted fron IF 'V itcgulation 20-1 were utilized. Continuations
of thesc inspections are scheduled to be conducted during tge nonth of August.

(h) On 30 vay a aontnly operations and training news-
letter, "Snarp Toc", was inaugurated. ‘The puwrpose was to bring iteus of

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVF4=4T-4:0P S : 1 Lugust 1968
SUBJ3CT: Oporational .eport of 4th Battalion (47)(SP), 60th Arty, Battery E
(M:), 4lst Artillery and Battery B (SLT), 29th drtillery for peric’ encding
31 July 1968, iCg Cs 65 (il) :

/R

significant inter.st to thec assigned and attachod units of this Battalion.
Items are prosented in an informel and numorous foruat with emphasis on
itcns the troops can undurstand, iduntify with and nced to kiow. Distri-
bution ig wade down to squad level. Topics have includel rul.s of engasc-
tent, Firetracker cduds, safoty prccautions, meintenance nints, use of

spot roports and cangratulations to personnel anc units for jobs well donc.

d. Logistics

(1) Support. Effective 20 June 1968, the Battalion sase Camp
was relocatied from Qui Mon to An Khe, requiring an almost complete change in
supporting logisticel agencies. Iogistical support of all clas:es of supplies
was maintained by the Battalion S-4 for organic and attached units located at
An kKhee Quarters, and C.ass I, III and V supplies for Battalion maneuver
elements gre provided >y tae supported or CsOUJ unit. ~T0r & Eand T4 50-901
‘items are provided to all personnel of tae Battadion by S-4. Su.p_heie not
aveilable through major subordinate comuands are also gu,),.li_.ed l?y Lis
Bgttalion's S-4-t0 insure that a coubat-ready posture is mmhmed by all
elements. .

(a) Buppart following the relocation of the Battalion

Base Caip was rendered by the sgencies listed at inclosure 1l.

{b) Sup_ort rendered in Class I and II swp.ly categories,
provided by thce 58th Field Depot in Qui ~aon, was considered satisfactory
during this reporting period, with the cxception of the following vehiclus:

Yehicla 4ot Date Reg Status

Truck, Cargo, 2% ton 8136
8133
8135
8147
8152
8155
8185

3135 BM
8148

FrE FPHEREEREFEN

Truck, Utility, ¢ ton

(2) PLL: 4 training program for AW Battery PLu clerks was
conducted at this Headquarters during 27 April to 4 May 1968. During this
period, the students comstructoe” their units PLL, induxes, record of demand
cards, visible files, and prepared their initial requistions. On 5 May, the

CONFIDENTIAL

4. See Incl 10
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AVFA-AT-AWOF 1 August 1966
STBJ:CTe Operational Repemt of 4th Battaliom (Aw)(SP), 60th Arty, Ba tery E
(M), 418t Artillery an Battery 3 (SLT), 29th rtillery for period ending

31 July 1968, RC5 CS 65 (R1)

BLL clerks returncd to their respective units end subuitted their listing anc
initial requisitions to the nearest DSU. On 28 June 1968, the Battalion rL_
Section was transferrcd from the S-4 to the liaintunsnce Section to effect
dircot coordination between our weapons systen and 2nd/3rd eciclon naintenance.

(3) Maintanance

(a) During the reporting period, liaison visits were
nade by the Battelion MIO to the Forward Support Detachument, 135th HEM
Company at ZFhen Thict, and thc 129th LEM Coupany at Quang Tri in an effort
to obtain adequate sup.ort for Battalion cloments in thosc locacions. Ja
addition, a platoon maintenance activity was cstablished at.cach locatien
oconsisting of one 6320 (track nmechanic), one 63B20 (whecled vehicle mechanic)
and onc 76Y20 (PLL clerk). 4 PLL has becn initiated at each of thesc locations
in an effort to reduce desdline timee.

LI )

(b) & total of 6 rcbuilt M42Al's were in-processcd
during the peried of shich 4 were used to fill combat losscs and the othc:s
used for retrogrrde 4 total of 5 M-55's were sinilarly in-processcd of -mich
two were used to fill asnortag.s due to combat losses.

(¢) Maintcnance activities performod included i
followings rcplaceuent of 35 M4241 cngines and 8 M4241 tr-nsmissions; a
technical inspection ef each unit's PLL and TAERS; and 10% of the assigned

vohicles ware inspecte? ~uring the Counand Inspection concducted by tae Battalior.

o i - s ;
. : () 4 listing of repetitive parts causing 1424l end *-55
«eadlincs ig ~t iaclosure 12.

- (4) Supplys Major iteus of equipuent turned in, received an”
due in cduring the pcriod 1 May to 31 July 1968 arc listed at inclosure 13.

(5) 4umnition, Rounds cxpended by tha Batielion during tic
reporting period:

Type duauaition Total

40viid 138,173

Caliber .50 254,310
(11)
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AVF4A-AT-4WOP : : 1 August 1948 °
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 4th Battalion (Aw)(sF), Oth arvy, Battery u
(i), 4lst artillery and Battery B (SLT), 29th Artillery for geriod anding
31 July 1968, RCS Cs &5 (RL)

(6) Base Camp Development

(a) &t the beginning of the reporting period the dead-
quarters Battery, Headquarters Sections of Battery E, 4lst Artillery and
Battery B, 29th 4rtillery remained on 48 hour reaction notice pending receipt
of a movement order to 4n Knee On 15 Mgy e movement order was received
ordering those elements to move from ‘Camp Townes to én Khe on 20 May. Tais
order was subsequently suspended pending cstablishment of security responsi-
bility for Cgmp Townes upon the units departure, and release of tne real eéstate
to g new tenant. Following a determingtion that the real property at C.is
Townes would be returned to the Republic of Vietnam, coordination wzs effested
with Qui Nhon Sub-irea Commgnd Bagineers and the LRVN authoritics for transfer
of the property. Upon completion of this coordination, the unit was re-
scheduled ta move the Battalion Base Camp te 4n Khe commencing 15 June with
a completion date no later than 30 June. The movement was scheduled for
initiation of 15 June with a completion date of 23 June’. The move start.d
on schedule and was coupleted on 20 June, 3 days ahead of schedule. Over 400,
000 1bs. of materizl were transportaed with no vehicle accidents and only one
minor personal injury {(no lost time).

(b) 4s mentioned in the preceding OR.L, coordination was
established at Camp Radcliff prior to the move with racific 4rchitectural and
Engineering Company, the Installation Coordingtor, 86th Enginecer Company,
17%rd 4irborne Brigade, and logistical support agencies at an Khe. 4 forward
elem:nt of the 3attalion Headquarters was present at in Kne to cooxrdinate
construction and reiodeling of facilities. The projects completed by ru & &
and the 86th BEngineers in preparation for tenancy by the Batitelion are lisfzd
at inclosure 15.

(¢) Following the closing of Battalion elements at i-
Ene on 20 June an ggressive plan was placcd in offcct to dovelop tne Battali.
area. 4 planning comnitt.e was organized with the Battelion Executive Offic~
as chgirman, the 3attalion Staff and Battery Comuaanders of Battery B, 29th
4rtillery, Battery B, 41st irtillery and Headquarters Battery as members. .
list of projects according to priority was foruulated for completion by
troop labor. 4 listing of accomplishments is at inclosure 16.

e. Civic Lction. During the past quarter, the civic action
progral was substantially reduced due to tae reclocation of the Battalion
Headquartcrs and the preparation of a new base caump.

5. See Incl 14 (12)
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AVF4-4T-4WOr . 1 Lugust 1968
SUSJECTs Oporational Roport of 4th Battalion (aw)(SP), 60th arty, Battery &
(M3), 41st srtillery end Battery B (8LT), 29th artillery for pariod enling
31 July 1968, RCS CS 65 (B1) ) : o

(1) Prior to dupaerture from Caop Townas thas Battalion liedical
Saction troated 116 .edical patients. Participation in the MdCar Progran
within Tuy Phuoc sub-sector continued umtil daparture to 4n Khe.

(2) Upon arrival in An Khe, an orphanage was discovered in the
city proper which was without support from FWMAF elements. The Battalion has
donated left-over food stuffs on a daily basis and numerous personnel within
the Battalion have requested donations of clothing, and other articales from
their families and charitable organizations at home. A clothing drive has
been initiated by the Ft. Bliss Boy Scouts with the approval of the Commanding
Genaral, U.S. Army Air Defense Center, Ft. Bliss, Taxas.

(3) D Battory clements located at LZ Oasis, wost of Slei.u,
pParticipated in a local civic action progren for a viliage ngighboring the
firchnse, but wore farend to ont tho project when the platoon woved to Ban
Ms Thuot.

f. Personnocl

(1) The 4th Battalion (ww)(s¢), 60th awrtillery, Battery B (46),
4lst Artillory and Uattory 3 (&uT), 29th 4rtillery autuorized and assign.d
strungths as of 31 July were as followss -

authorizgg Aassipied
OfFf 0 NGO dian QFf WO 0O s
4th Bn, 0th Arty 37 3 5 s13 37 3100 665
Btry B, 4lst arty 2 o B 87 2 0 9 1L,
Btry B, 29th rty 1 0 2 112 4 0 37 . 12z
Totals . 46 3 205 712 43 3 146 901
4AGG Total _--—‘-;-----; 966 wmmmmmmmee LT L SRR T, -, S —

(23)
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v sk BhedTefWOP 1 dugust 1968

SUSJLCTs Oporational Roport of 4t Meb¥ilion (4W)(S°), 60th irty, Battery &
(i), 418t Artillery an? Battory B (8LT), 29%h 4rtillery for period ending
31 July 1968, RCS Os 65 (R1) '

(2) Guins and Lossos:

Saine Lospep
ors EM off il
4th Bn, 60th irty 9 176 10 143
Btry 8, 41st 4irty 1 11 0 11
Btry B, 29th 4rty 1 47 0 25
. Totals 1 234 - 10 179
4GG Total ’ “cmmmene 245 wmmena R 189 =mecae

(3) e Battalion was overstrength 127 perscniel as of tac
last day of the reporting period. Thosoe indiviiuels are roplaceucnts for the
234 nman that rotate tho naxt roporting period. Tiis a‘vancer fil:i will recuce
the offoots of rotational hums which beak in the next two repérting periods.

(4) 48 of 31 July, this Battalion was short thro. hicutcnants.

(5) During thc poried 1 Mey througn 31 July 1948, of the 9

- Officera who wecre receivod, 67% wore not 4W traine<. 411 srligted porsonnel

received as repleccuents for IDS 13F ware AW trainad,

(8) & shortego of midele 8ra’e NCO persunnel continues to be
& probl.n with 39 E-6 and 89 B-5 autiorizod and only 8 E~6 and 33 E-5 ase..ued
in M8 13F40. No rolief for this problei is onticipated in the near future.
Solution to the problen thus far has beon the use of best qualifias lower
grade perconncl =2s acting sergoants.

(7) Tae Battalion is currently guthor:zed six Battery Motor
Scrgeants with five assigned as of 31 July 1968. Projected lossas incicatc
that oniy a total of two wil: be assignod as of 31 Uotober 1968. 4 roviow
of assigned loch~inics has not rvevoealod anyone with the nocessary quelificati.ag
for training as Motor Sercomnts.

(8) Tho Battalion has sub.itted s roster to IFFURCEY for
infusion of 50 &k with January 1969 LEROS in an effort to r. .uce tne January

(14)
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AVFA=~AT-AWOP 1 August 1968
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 4th Ba¥talion (AW)(SP), €0th Arty, Battery E
(M8), 41t Artillery and Battery B (SLT), 29th Artillery for period ending

21 July 1968, RCS ¢S 65 (RL)

rotgtional hump to the authorized 137 sM. Present projected losses for that
period totsl 193. No reply has been received frow IFFORCEV.

(9) The Battalion completed the relocation of finance support to
disbursing sections in oloser proxiunity to the respective batteries. The
finance recorde for personnel assigned to Battery 4 were transferred to the
22 FDS. One clerk was attached to handle these recoris. The records for the
Battories D and B were tragnsferred to the 126th FDS, Camp Schuidt, Pleiku.

Two clerks wore attached. The finance records for HHB, 4th Bn, 60th Arty; Btry
E, 4lst dvty; and Btry B, 29th Jrty were treneforroed to the 13th FuS, Qui

Nhon. Twu clerks were attachad -to hgndle these records. an agrociiont was
reached with tnc 89th FDS, in Khe, to hagndle inprocessing for all newly assigne:
Personnel. Two clerks were provided the 89th FDS to perform this functione

It is relt that these locations will grecatly improve finance service.

(20) The following awards and decorations were recormiended anl/or
presented éuring the reporting periods

Non-Cormpleted Awards From May - July

P Nunber

e | 8

M 7

oo 2

ng 'y 1

B 4

“Ij Wi lﬁ
Total 32

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVFA-AT-AWOP : _ 1 August 1968
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 4th Battalion /AW)(SPF), 60th arty, Battery B
(M6), 418t 4rtillery and Battery B (SLT), 29t  tillery for period ending

- P b M SR 2

31 July 1968, Rns C8 65 (Rl)
Cogpleted iwards Fron May - July

Avaxd Hunber

39 B 6

Bt ' 13

33wy 5

USARV Certificate of achievement 3

85 1

4CH 4
Total 32

(11) Tae following judicial and non-jucical actions were teken
Auring the reporting periols

rticle 15 38

8Cii 1
3 0
Guibd 0

Total 39

(12) Casualties curing the reyorting pericd weras

Type a/60 E/41 B/29

Killed by Hostile Jction 0 L 0

Died of Battle Wounds 9] 0 C

Weunded By Hostile dction 21 6 0

Misesing in Lotion 6] O 0

Non-Dattle 8 1 1
CONFIDENTIAL
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AVEA=~4T-qW0r , 1 4uguet 1968
JUBJECT: . Oparational Report of 4th Battaliem (aw)(ar), 60th aTty, Battery &
(1) , 41st drtillery and Uattepy B (SUT), 29t #tillory for period ending
3L July 1968, %08 OB 65 (W) ¢ ... . v

P
(33)  Baet gnd Beoupamnsions

i

Looation May : June o Jual

mowalta 7 7 ¢ S 6 s 5
Bangkok e e . 7 7 7
Havaii 16 16 17 . L1713 13
Hong Kong 8 5 6 5 6 6
Kuala Lunpur 0 (] 1 1l 0 (o}
Manila 1 1 2 2 1 1
ranang 1 (o) 1 1 o] 9
Singapore 1 1l 2 1 1 1
Taiped 6 4 5 5 4 4
Tolkyo 4 2 6 3 4 4
Total 52 (e9%)46 53 (91%)48 41 (100%)41

(14) The orale of the Battalion's and attaoned Battories'
personnel continued to be excellant.

(15) Religious 4otivities. Both irotestant and Catholic
sorvices in the Battalion Chapel were oanducted weekly following tovement of
the Battalion 3ase Carp to 4n khe. freviously only rrotestant services
were available. The total attendance for scrvices during the quarter was
860. 53 Protastent sorvices wers conductad by the Chaplein gt various locatiing
throughout the X and II Corps Taotical Zonos during the quarter. 4 coupro-
hensivo charactor gui‘ance progr-n wes initianted in Mey with a nineogr-phed
sup,loment of the topic for the nonth instituted %> insure that the Pattalion's
wide deployint end irr arities i ortatia Y . )
ol of ihils{ instrﬁc‘-tion?bmu 1cs in trangportation would not céaprive person-

“CONFIDENTIAL
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AVFL-4T-4AW0L 1 Lugust 1968
SU3JECT: Operational Report of 4th Battalion (.AW)(SL‘). €th hrty, Battery B
(M6), 41st artillery en? Battery B (SLT), 29th artillery for period ending
31 July 1968, = 3 CS 65 (R1)

(16) Medioals

(2) During the reporting periud, the Battaiion Sucgeon
visited the following locations and aduinistered ‘imnoculativnss

artillery Hill 33
Canp.Ena.ri 18
Ninh Hoa 17
Cumg Son 14
Tong Tre 18
Uplift 1
Hill 881 o
Yo Lei Klang 12
Dk To 6
Bridge 25 2
LZ Ton 8
Lz Biglish 1
L2 rony 26
Ben Mc Thuot 2
Oasis 1
Poleil Djerang o
Lz sharon 38
LZ Detty 8
shu Cat 16
Ky 8on 0
Bgge Onmp 143
Totnl =~ 9% CONFIDENTIAL
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AVEA-AT-2WO% CONFIDENTIAL 1 Jugust 1968
SUBJEST: Cperationel Report of 4th Bat¥alion (aW)(Sr), €0th Arty, Battery 2
(MG), 4lst .x+illesy and Battery B (oLT), 29th Artillery for period encing
31 July 1968, RCS CS o5 (k) e =

(b) Base Camp Totals Inoludeds
May Jume July Totals

Out Patient Visits 313 455 452 1220
Qartered Patients R u 15 32
Hospiicl Admicsions 56 49 36 141
Toimizasionc 356 150 466 974
Inspectiong 13 13 12 . 38

(c) Other Patients Seens

Vio*mames: Treated a7 33 9 129
ROXS Treated 1 2 1 4
Total 88 35 10 133

(d) Health and Disease Disorders:

Malaria Losses 5 4 7 16
Foot Disorder Losses 0 0 o 0
Infectious Munonucleosis 1 0 1 2
Losses

CONFIDENTIAL
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b. OPLRALTIONS.

(1) OViREE.D COVER

(a) Observation. Oparations with cavalry and armor units have
disclosed the necd for M42il orewmen to be able to oconstruct their individual
night positions quickly, inoluding overhead covur. ’

(b) Evaluntions It is a oardinal rule that M42il crewmen have
overhcnd cover while iz right positions. Amored cavalry and ammor units de
not need oxtensiva preparation for night positiens and oonsequently allew little
time for thoir preparation prior to darknees. Little more than 8lit trenches
can be preyr—ed in the time avallable.

fo) Recommendation. That half sections of 30" diametor matal
oulvert be wvailable to M42il orews. Tho half sections of motal culvert are
placed ovor a slit trench, Sandbags are filled with the dirt romoved from the
814t trensh and with approximatoly 20 sandbage on top of the culvert, a securc
and confortable individual shalter results. For transport the oulvert sactions
can be stacked compactly beside the turret on the Dusters and behind tne driver's
seat on the Quamds.

(2) USi OF FL.SH SUPRESSORS

(a) Observation. On Recon in Force operations when operating in
densa undorbrush, flash supressors on tho M424il continually become fouled in
vines and brush.

(b) Bveluation. Flash supressors are of little taoﬂeal valua
when providing fire support to mancuvoring elemants. When romoved, howevar,
the tubes remained froe from entenglement.

(o) Roconmmendation. That unit SOP's inolude the removal of
flash supressors prior to conmenocement ef operations requiring travel through
dense underbrush. :

(3) USSE OF DECOY QUAD 50

(a) Observation. Rough, inaccessable terrain and limited asscts
often provents tho omployment of an adequate number -of automatic weapons on
isolated fire bases, and those assots are vulnerable to B-40 RL or recoiless
rifle fire due to limited camouflage and restricted mobility.

: (v) Evaluation. One of our units was given the mission of
providing assets for an isolated fire base, LZ Mile High, and found thomselves
sonfronted with this problen. Only one Quad 50 (M55) was available, and it was
airlifted into the fire base. Tho Quad noved {odically around the perineter
but could not cover the entire arca. The firebase did not offer much tho way
of concealed areas and the Quad was difficult to camouflage making it susceptable
to B-40 RL fire.

(20)
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(¢) Recormendation. That & decay Qued be constructed of ava.il-/? 7
able naterial (wood, canvas, pips, rubber hese and anmo cans) and airlifted
inte the fire base, The decoption is only effective when thers is a qua:
operating in the aros and firing. The deception will be enhanced if the positions
of the Quad and decoy are switched periodieally. At best, the impressien of
adiitional. firepqver nmay fora;all an attaok; At worat, tho ‘odds of the Quad
beéing hit are reduced 50%

(4)WW :

(a) Observation. & oontinuing problem encountered in hiec comnun-
fcations system of the M42il is maintaining the OVC helmets in an operational
condition.

(b) Evaluation. With the adverse weather oconditions found in
Vietnam, the CVC helmets scen to inour most of theixr trouble from rain and dust
gotting inside of then, thus rendering them inoperative.

(¢) Recoumendation. Tant wheon not in uec,.CVC hol:iote bb kopt in
plastic bags. Experience has shown that the problem of moisture and dirt
naking the helmet inoperative had bean sharply reduced.

(5) uMPLOYMENT OF QU.DS FOR CONVOY ESCORT

(a) Observation. The 2% ton truok used as the prime mover for
the Quad .50 mount (M55) requires constans .maintenance, because of the heavy
load oarried.

- (b) Evaluation, During a thirty day period, four clutches had
to be replaced in 24 ton prinme movers used for convoy escort on a daily basis.
Bxperience has shown that a marked decrease in downtime is noted when one day
of paintenance is pulled for every two days of use. Using this principle for
thirty days, it was noted that no clutch replacement was necessary nor was any
other deadline time logged., Adjustmentes by mechanics can be parformed and
minor problems corrcoted before they become major.

(c) Recommendation. That Quad 50's used for convey escort be
enployed in groups of throe or multiples there of. This allows the "“one for
two" maintenance required to keep the prime mover operational.

(6) QUSTAINID FIREPOWER FOR THs M42.1

(a) Obsurvation., Once the first sixtecn rounds have been fired
from the automatic loader of the M42ul Duster, it is diffioult in & ainimun
nanning situation for one man to keep the loaders fed using the present storage
facilities.

(b) Evaluaetion. During periods of minimwi manning Dusters are
sometimes required to operate with only one camnonecr in addition to the
gumner. Once firing has begun, tho sutonatic loarter is enptied before

(21)
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25‘ stand-by persornel can man the other; cannoneer 'position. 'the pragent ammu-
nition storage facilities are not-located such that ene man can réload bpth
sutomatic loaders as quickly as. ngébasuy to maintain the fire supor'!.g;{:iw‘.

(o) Recommendationi, That a ready rack as shown at Inclosure 17
be oonstyucted and imstalled for Pusters subject to minimun menning situations
to enable sne cannoneer to maintéin the all important fire superiority until
stand-by personnel can man the positions.

(7) M241 WORKING WITH C4VALRY UNITH IN TH, CENTR,L HICHL.NDS

(a) Observation. It has beon observed during recent operations
that Dusters encounter frequent difficulty in crossing atreams during Recon in
Force operations. ;

(b). Evaluation. Many river and strean banks in an area of oper-
ation are likely to be umnsafe for Duster crossing due to the danger of miring in
8oft benks, or getting in streans witp drop offs deeper than the Duster's fording
depth. )

{6) Recomisridations. That an ML13 Armored Personnel Carrier be
used to test the bank and*check fording depth. This will lessen the possibilit;
of sinking a Dustere. The -#l13 ocan be more casily oxtracted if mired and hes a
better fording capability. s

(8) POSITIDN U TiE URICK CuMiTIER
(8.) Ol;éerVation. In order to obtain a better view the track come

manders oftan stand on the sandbaiged floor inside com.ander coupar thent
leaving them vulnerable to injury frou mine explosions.

(v) Evaluation. The track comiander is Probably the mogt vulnerable
of all crew members to injury from the force of a mine explogion because of hig
curbside locetion gnd stence with his weight on niag foot. Standing on tho
sandbagiod floor of the vehiclo allows the forco of e mine explosion to be
transnitted directly to his legs.

(¢) Rocomiendation. That the track com.anders seat must always
be useds The scat can be raised to maximn linit and additional height can bo
obtained, and zdditional Protection gained by placing salveged flak jackets or
other material on the seat. If mgterial is not resdily availgble and additional
height is needed it is better to stand on the scat.

(9) POLLROID C4IERy, 4ID T0_RSOF

(a) Obscrvation. During RSOP, the Platoon Loader needs a method to
quickly record detailed information comcorning river crossings, detours, danger
eroas and positions to be occupied at tho destination for later Cigea inption

(v) Evaluation. Time availablae for reconnaissance is normally °
linited and detailed sketches and notes are difficult to obtein. ilso loss do-
tailed or acourate than a photographe. & Polaroid camera can be of iavalugble
assistance to tho Flatoon Leader in his RSOP if either air or ground recorngis-
sance is amployeds Detailed information can be collect.d and disseminated
quickly and efficiently in this uanner. Usually there are several Polaroid
caleras within g platoon, and cost of film is niniugl.

'CONFIDENTIAL .,
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. . (o) Reoouzandatyom. THEY-A'Poiswoid canora bo taken alang 26
on RSOP, if availablo, ]

* (10) REFUELING 14241 WHILE ON RECON IN FORCE UFER,TIONS

(2) Observaticn. 4 problem in obtaining gos line for Dusters
during recon in force nperations has been experianced by elements .f tiis
cormand. . :

(b) Eveluation. It is a fact that Dusters travel more than 6
tines the actual distance from me point to andther because of obstacles
such &8 rivers and stroans. Cavalry or arnor units aave equipnent with diesel
vngines and dc not normally have tankers available to trenspoxrt gasoline.
Thus, the resp.nsibility restswith the Duster sattery to transport fusls. The
Battory has a tanker capability but ofton due to maint.nance proolems or
other cuommdtinints cannot mest tho refueling requiremunts.

(c) Roovuuendation. That & 500 gallon tank be prucured for such
aventurlities. The tank can be mounted on one of the Duster Battery's lgz ton
trailors. It can bo left at tae permanent loger eite for perivdic rafueling
by the Dustor Battery tenker or towed to the rOL facility by a dicusel tanker
or ordinary 2% ton truck of the suppurted nmechanized wnit.

(11) £0SITION CF 1IN TIC DEFNSE

(=) Observation. Wnen in a static defense, if tnc M4241 Duster
ig driven forward into the firing position, creow weubers arc exposed 10 hostile
fire while transforring amnmition from the driver's copartaent to the turret.

(v) Eveluation. J4nunition stored within tho Duster uust be
pagsed out through the front hatchos to tno turret. Whon the Duster is driven
forward into the firing position, it is necessary that the ammumitiui be
further nanhancled elong the sidz of the vehicle before it can be passad to
the cannonecrs. This sibuwtion exposes the amuo handlers to in couing fire
for ar artaxded duration.

(o) Rocomcndatione That the Duster be backed intu the firing
pogition with the angine commriient toward the cirection of fire, anunmition
can be handed up %o the cannon.ors Girectly fron the front hatch- The
bulk of the Duster shields the amm hendlers fron suall arus fire, and amuni-
tion transfer is faster due to the shurter distance inv.lved. However, care
mst be taken to protect the rear ceck phone fron .uzzle blagt froul the guns.
This is a small price t. pay for a .ded crew safety. ’

c. TRAINLIG.

(1) Observstion. Because of the wice dispersion of Zattery elenents,
only linited training can be cifccti.ely conducted at Battery level.

(2) &valuntion. Man@atory trrining required for all personnel includes
nine subjects annually, two subjects monthly an' one subjcct woakly for a
total of 85 hiurs per year. UBatterics are not able to effectively coniuct all
formal training roquired bacauwe of wlssion oon .ittnenta ant wide diapersiocg
of eienentse.

23
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(3) Recommendation. That annual mandatory training requirements can
be handled at Battalion level during replacement training as indicated at

inclosure 7. Monthly and weekly subjects can be thoroughly covered by
the Battery Commander, the Platoon Leaders, and Platoon Sergeants as they
make their normal visits to each fire element.

d. INTELLIGENCE. None.

e. LOGISTICS.

(1) COMBAT LOSS REPLACEMENT FOR 2% TON TRUCKS

(a) Observation. A critical problem area for this unit has
been the difficulty of obtaining replacements for 2% tone truck combat losses
utilized as gun platforms for M-55 Quad .50 cal machine guns.

(b) Evaluation. At the present time the machine gun battery
attached to this Battalion is short four 2% tone trucks that were combat
losses. The Battalion has been unable to supply replacements for these
because of its own critical shortages. Consequently, the Quads must be ground
mounted until replacements can be obtained.

(c) Recommendation. That truck, cargo, 2% tone that are
utilized as prime movers for the M-55 Quad .50 cal machine gun be placad
on the list of command and control items by the 1lst Logistical Command. A
recommendation to this effect has been forwarded to the CG, IFFV-ARTY.

f. ORGANIZATION. None.
g. OTHER.

(1) EXTENDED RANGE FOR FM RADIOS

(a) Observation. The limited range of FM radios have caused
communications problems within the Battalion because Battalion elements are
often separated by distances in excess of the radio's nominal range.

(b) Evaluation. Many stations often are on the periphery of
reception by using RC-292 antennae. Sufficient radios to provide a retrans-
mission capability are usually not available. If a few extra miles of
range were able to be generated, communications could be established.

(c) Recommendation. That an antenna matching unit MX-2799/VRC
with base antenna support AB-719/VRC and conventional 10' whip antenna be
mounted on top of either a telephone pole or a TRC-24 mast. RF and match
unit cables can be locally manufactured to any length necessary. By using the
match unit/whip combination, greater forward power can be produced with less
reflected power, thus increasing the range.

(24)
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(2) LOCATION OF HEALTH AND DENTAL RECORDS

(a) Observation. The problem of the advisability of maintaining
health and dental records at Battery level rather than at the Battalion aid
station was recently aired by this Battalion.

(b) Evaluation. The health and dental records were recently

released to two of the Batteries for maintenance and the balance remained
at the Battalion Aid Station. It was found that a significant number of
records were lost by these batteries whereas very few records belonging to
the batteries which were maintained at Battalion were lost during this period.
Members of the Armed Forces are never denied emergency care because they do
not have their medical or dental records. Neither are records ordinarily
needed for routine care. The medical facility treating the person merely
records their findings and sends them to be filed in the person's permanent

" record. When these records are needed for the treatment of chronic illnesses,
non-emergency dental care, or identification of bodies, the records are at
a known location and can be readily signed out without a loss of control of
the records. Another factor to be considered is that the Battalion Surgeon
has the responsibility for immunizations, review of records for the admin-
istration of profiles, and giving a professional opinion in many psychiatric
and disciplinary cases within the command. This would be a near impossibility
without immediate access to the medical records.

;
1

R (c¢) Recomiendatione That health and duntal rccor’s be permanently
maintainsd at the Battalion 4id Statignhby the Battalionjfu:geonk

s /’) 2 ~.
.17 Inel- Incl 1-16 Withdrawn, z , ,,4(: o Z///\
a8 Available at Hq, DA Z2ALA AL
// ¥aUL 3 SCHULTZ v »
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AVFA-AT-D (1 Aug 68) let Ind

SURECT: Operational Report of 4th Battalion (aW) (SP), 60th Artiliery,
Batiery E, (1.G), 41st Artillery and Battery U (SLT), 29th Arty
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFUR-65 (R1)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery, APO 96350 25 AUG 1968
TG:  Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, AFG 96350

{C) This headquarters has reviewed the attached Uperational Report and
concurs with all recomendations with the following com .entas

8, Reference paregraph 12 {1)(b), page 10; Trucks, utility, % ton arc
com.and controlled items and are only issued upon approval of USAICCV.

b. Reference paragraph 2b (6)(c), page 22, Sustained Firepower for the
142A1. Concur. Recommend that this field expedient be evaluated by
appropriate agency,

.. ©Ge HReference paragraph 2e (1)(c), page 24, Cambat loss Replacenent for
2yton trucks. Unit recomiendation is pending approval of CG, IFFORCIV Arty,

Wby

L1C, Artiii
Adjutant

SCR TIE COJAMDER:

2
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AVFA-GC-OT (1 Aug 68) 20 Ind

SUBJACT: Operational Report of 4th Battalion (AW)(SP), 60th Artillery,
Battery E, (MG), 4lst Artillery aid Battery B (SLT), 29th
Artiliery for Period Ending 31 July 1968, {C3 C3FOi~65 (R1)(U)

DA, Headquurters, I Field Force Vietiam, AP0 96350 29 AuG 1368

TO: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTh: AVHGC-DST,
ArQ 90375

() This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding in-
dorsements and concurs making the following comment, Refe.ence para-
graph 2e(l)(c) page 24, Command and Control Items List: Unii's recou-
mendation that 2 1/2 ton trucks, prime movers for M=55 (uad .50 (al MG
be piaced on the list of command and control items by ist logistical
Command is being considered by this headquarters, Recommerdations for
control of this item will be made to Headquarters, USARV.

FOR TH& COMMANDER:

- ,/ ’ /.' e 4/ -
Xe s (A S
- /RSBERT C. GABBARD
IT; AGC
ASST ADJUTANT GENERAL

Copy furnished:
CG, I FFORCEV Arty
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AVHGC-DST (1 Aug 68) 3d Ind (U) MAJ Klingman/ds/LBN LL33

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 4th Battelion (AW)(SP), 60th Arty,
Battery E (MG), 41lst Artillery and Battery B (SLT), 29th
Artillery for period ending 31 July 1968, RCS €S 65 (R1)

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 5 SEF 968

TO0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPCP-DT,
APO 96558

This headquarters has reviewed the Operationasl Report--Lessons Learned {or
the quarterly period ending 31 July 1968, from Headquarters, 4Lth Battalion
(AW) (SP), 60th Artillery, with attached Battery E (M), Llst Artillery, and
Eattery B (SLT), 29th Artillery, and concurs with the report as modified by
the preceding indorsements,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

W. C. ARNTZ

ILT, AGC

Kssistant Adjutant General
Cy furn:
He 1 FFV
HQ 6/L0 Arty
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GPOP-DT (1 Aug 68) &4th Ind (U) 3’2
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 4th Bn (AW)(SP), 60th Arty, Btry E

(MG), 4lst Arty and Btry B (SLT), 29th Arty for Period Ending

31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 21 SEP 1363

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

0ShoX

Cl. SHORTT
CFY, AGC
At AG



3 _3 READY RACK FOR M-42 (DUSTERS)

1. This ready rack:.is designed primarily to aid the cannoneer in loading.
It also enables the track to safely carry an additional six clips of ammuni-
tion. To design one that would hold more clips would hinder the use of the
hand operating lever.

2. The rack is supported in the rear by hooks that hook over the edge of
the turret. The front of the rack rests on the cartridge deflector
brackets until the guns reach an elevation of 15 degrees. The rack is
then supported by a leg built of 1" and 3/4v pipe. The 3/4" pipe slides
inside the 1" pipe and a metal stcp is welded on the 3/4" pipe in order to
support the front of the rack after the guns are raised above 15 degrees.
A bracket must also be welded to the floor of the turret to keep the leg
from sliding. The bottom, sides and forward ends can be constructed from
Lt by 4" or 1" by 6" lumber. Three .30 caliber ammunition boxes with the
tops removed can be cut in half and fastened to the rear portion of

the rack against the turret to hold the 6 clips of 40mm ammunition in
position.

3. Due to the limited allowance in elevation (55°), the ready rack is
designed primarily for ground targets.

Inclosuve 17
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