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S'CTION 1: Significant Organization or Unit Activities.

1. ,ission of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion: To provide
aviation support as directed C0 10, 17th Combat Aviation Grouo, to TS
Forces, Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces (RV!kA) and Free World 1Military
Assistance Forces (r,1AF) in developing and maintaining an effective
so~vertional and counter - insurgeric, capabi,_'lity., To exercise comm-and
ir,4 control over ass/. ned and attached units as directed by C0 17th
0C)bat Aviation Group. (LOI, 17th Combat Aviation Group, dated 3 June

-- J 2, Organizatior:: The 10th Combat Aviation Eattalion consists of 4

r" follow,,ng uits as of 31 july 1966. q-, C*JM
0 3 0 .,

C ) a. 5F-~ua-~~ andi Yadquarters Company,, Q L'- +- 'Uj

":: . 256tk Signal Detach-,ent *dC O 0

279U) Signal Detac),ment

Z96tb Signal Detachment 0 ';  V! _

cri .,4 L 4- 0
236th Counter-iortar 1'adar Detachment o - -4

:4 Detachment, Company A, 5Obth iMilitary Police Battalion i . -

N 0 b. hbth Assault Felicopter Company (UIH-I) (A) -

390tb Trarsoortation Detachment (CI'.)

286th Ledical Detachment 4- V.

c. ll7t' Assault Heli.copter Company (TH-I) (A a 0 0 0

lOth Trans#Ixrtati on Detachment (C HF ) 1 q o +J

CONFIDENTIAL .eolssife after 12 'ears *j C)#.
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130th 'eclical Detachment

0. 120th Assault *,elico-ter Comrany (TIF-l) (A)

39hth Transnortation .)etachnent (C!--"P)

1-33rd edical Detac ment

e. 135 tI AvL ,tion Coripany (CV-2)

256tb Transportation Detachment (APCO

f. lb3rd Fiecoiraisance !,Jr ,lane Con"-any (O-1)

g. 281st Assault Lelicopter Coiparvy (i'-l) (A)

11t3r Prans'ortation 7 etacm=e,'t (C'

499th Signal Detachrient

3. Cornand Relationship:

a. LTC B. L. Harrison, Infantry, assimc-d co:,wand of the
10th Com-bat Aviatior. 2attalion o,:, 12 July 1966, from LTC Albert J.
Fern Jr., Infa ,tr-. 'The change of comnanri cerenon- was attender! by
Major Ge--.era] Stanley R. Larson, CG, i Fiell Forces Vietnam, TPrigadier
Ge-,eral Gcorgc P. Seneff, CQ, ist Aviation Fr. ,ade and Colonel John W.
-arr, Co, 17th Corbat Aviotion Group. LTC Fern was awar'eW the LeLion
of Merit at the ccrenony.

b. Changes of Com and with subordinate un.ts during this period
were:

(1) - l{ July, :ajor Lavere W. Findrup, Armor, replaced
l'ajor Robet D. Stearnns, artillery, as C of 12,'th Assault Helicopter
Comany.

(2) On 2") July 1966, .njor illiam P. Griffin, Infantry,
replaced IPC Everdus H. Fackett, Tnfantry, as C', 2lst Assault
llelicopt6r Commani,.

h. Organizational Changes:

a. 183rd beconnaissance Airplane Company (0-1): On June
1966, the nain body of this uit arr-:ved at Dong Ba Thin, RVN from
Port Mood, Texas. This unit was assigned to the 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion upon arrival.

b. 2Clst Assault Felicopter Co.pany ()hI-1) (A): On 8 June
1966, the madn Lod," of th:s unit arr.ved at 'ha Trang, RVN, from Fort
Be, ning, Georgia. This unit was assigned to the 10th Cor.bat Aviation
Battpl.on upon arr:val. "'he 26lst Assault Helicopter Company (I H-l)
(A) absorbed tlx cr(xrnn'.] and equipmerIt of the 2nd platoon, 171st

ci Al AF/V /U T)t) I
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Assault .elicopter Compam: (nH-I) (A). As a result of ths absorption
the 2lst Ass;IIt Pelicopter Coman-, ('iH-l\ (A) was ecolared overation-
al upon arrival. Tlio wnit j.- -,u ,., na.I x oL of 5th LFpecial
Foaco.s Groip withi beaequarters at Nha TranLg, 1W.

5. Organization and 'nlt Activity:

a. Combat/Combat uport Oerations:

(1) General: During this reporting period the 10th Combat
Aviation Batt- lin was com.itted to srplort elements of !L Field Forces
Vietnam in six major co. bat o,.erationst pragraphs 2 through A
minimum of two a. rmobile companies plus cortrol elements of the battalion
headkuarterb ere committed to four of these operations. The remainder
of the battalitn6 reso,.rces were used to reinforce the o;'eratjons as
needed an6 orov.ic wc ,rt to 'Ceacquarteas,:.-Field Forces Vietnam, 5th

I-i- up, coi-ps a-nd Aiiiy Vietnam Troops (At:,).

(2) OFERATTOII AUST--I 6 (28 April - 17 Vay 1966/)\

(a) The mission of the iOtb Cobat Aviation Battalion
was to:

1. ?rhode 05 to 1st -Irigade, 101st .irbornc D --Ision and 45th Infa~nt-- Rgincnt (ART-.,,

R. Pe prepared to mass avi.ation support as
directed by CO, I Field Forces Vietnam.

(b) Avi4ation GS was provided bt the lnth Combat Aviation
2at ...o with t' e 1,Lth and 117th Assault Hel.co'ter Companies.

(c) Area of operationn was in vlciniiy f I' hon Co, RVN.

0 ) Statistical higbli£ hts:

J. Airrinhilh dusanlts: 13

2. Trr.,.s lifted: 7654

3. Cargo lifted: (tons) 156

4. Sorties: 3803

5. Hours flown: 1915

(e) Ccrments:

1. Despite the adverse monsoon weather conditions,
ex:tensive airmobile ooeat.ons can be ccnducted -ith careful planning and
timinrg. Plans must be flexible, however, to meet contingencies created
by acverse weather.
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2. The con~cept of' Employing, the same assault
helicopter cc-mpary withn a particular infaifti-y battalion is mutually,,
advantagcous and enhnances effectiveness of' aviataon supp~ort.

3. T'Ie effectiveness of anaed helicopters is
substantially reclxceO -*n heavy jungle tcrraini because of t'e inabilit,-
to detect tars its and dclivcr accurate Emvoortina ftires through the

j ung e ca1p'. R s Lp p ly an d n ed i ca l ev a c iatio n prc b lem s n -
countered in jun[gle trirdiin can be overcome by the co~nstruction of hasty
heliports by ercunc& runili.

5. Viot Cong un~its in t' e area display a reluc -

tarlce to fire on helDco6tcrs. Tbi-*s could 'be attributable to fear of detect-

6. The 10th Combat Aviat%-ion Battalion continuos to
be handicanped by the lack of portable ravicational beacons 1-hich are re-
reqiiired to assist operations during adverse weather and at night.

7. Closer coordinaticri is required between in-
fantx7 battalion S-41s *5ind S-3's to insure tbat resupply operations do
not conflict with tactical plans.

8. poor gunners and aircra, t crew chiefs are not
habitually reouirod aboard uircraft. During extractions fr,-m sm&ill LZ t5
in thA"e jungle th~ey remained behind to allow greater troop lift capacf.ty
per aircraft.

(3) A"RT O PAL

(a) The missirn of 'k'-e 10til Cc-,--bat Avia~ion Battalion
wias to provide one assault heLD.copter corcpan, to reinfoc 02i Coba
Aviation ")attali on during .:eriod 31 Iay - 1 June 1966 and 20 July Until
the present tir-e.

(b) Thc support provided was -the 117-th Assault Felicopter
Comp,,rny din-g 31. "mY - I June 196-6 and the 129t'h Assault MeTlicoptor Company
durin% period 21 July until the present tim.

(c) Area of' operations vas in vicinity of Pleiku, RV!.

(d) Statisti cal hifghlights:

1, .imobile a;ssaults: 4i

2. Troops lifted: l 5 0.

3. Cargo lifted: (tons) 22

4., Sorties: 1800

6 VF/U64
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5. Hours flowm: 625

(e) This oneration is still in progress. Te aviation
support, is controlled by the 52nd Conbat Aviation 5attalior. The 129t,1
Assault Helicopter Company is rerforcing the 52nd.

(4) OPU-.,:.; ' 1,-20 June 1066)

(a) Tie mission of the 10th Corbat Aviation Battalioi'
was to:

1. rcv-6.de general si-moort to the 24th Srec.al
Tacti.cal Zone w.,th -r.or: ty to te 1st Br: gae 1eIst Airiorne Divisior.

2. Be r'rcared to nass iri ation suport as di -
rected by CG, I Field Forces Vi,'tn.

(b) 10th Combat Aviatiron 3attalion ut. lized the beth,
117th anO 129th P.ssault '"elicopter Companies to 'orovide thr. required
avi PV on surolort.

(c) Area of operation was in vicinity of Dak To, RI,.

(d ) Statistica! highlisgts:

1. inob-le assaults: 26

2. Troops lifted: 9780

3. Cargo lifted: (tons) 152

4. Sorties 5970

5. Fours flcwn: 1928

(e) Comments:

1. inhere was a tragic incident during Orerat:ion
Fawthorne -n which ar- ried heli copters from another organization accident-
I- fired on friendly tr,.,,ps wh-ile rma.ing a strike wh-ich resulted in
numnerous friendly cesualt.es. An inrediate fnvestfigation of this incident
was made b,- the l)th Combat Aviation Eattalion in order to prevent any
similiar incicents in the future. As a result of this investigation the
following pol:Ucies were established for the exmloy ent of arme, helicoptom
in the vicinity" of friendly tror'ps:

a. All gunshipa wll uonitor and the strikes
will be directed on the company net f'or which the c trike is being made. If
the strike is being directed by a battalion comrander., then the gunships
will operate or, tha h.-,tA iouin ±,., feq uency.

b. Tihe gunsh:aps -il! not fire until positive
co',nmicatirns are established with the ground comimander concerned and

/V F . T5



the location of friendly troops is -efinitely known.

c. Armed helicoptcrs are an effective and
accurate weapon, irm;, ediat~ly responsive to the needs of the commaneer.
In order for unit cor,-aneers to be aware of t.e fire suoort available to
thern, the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion periodically conducts orientations
on the arried holicorter weapons systems and flies the coranders on een-
onstration fir:rg runs.

2. lhcn zioeitating - :iotainous, jungle-ccvered
terrain such ar is prevalent in the Dak To area, usable lard-Lng zorics are
a]i-tost noneistert. ner these conditins, it is v-r.- aimortant that
unit coci anders coritr, ually assess the crr a -, or s: tes suitble for
clearing and use as an TuZ. When a unat is go:..g to be in a locat:a.,n for
a period of tiric, an LZ should be selected and. cleared so that helicopters
can land for r:eical evacration, resurrny, extraction and reinforcinC. As
soon as an LZ has beer, selected and cleared, it shou.d be ccked by a

1iilct for adecq:ate ra-ir rotor and tail rotor cleararlcc ad for obstacles
on the approach and epearture oaths. If a lardirng must be nade in t!7e LZ
at nillit or under adv-i se weather comditions, it is very advartagcous to
have a crcw ava-,lablc that has been in the LZ and :is familiar wth it.

(5) CD I': APACT,;E (10 June - 16 July 66)

(a) Tbe mission of the 10th Combat Aviatio Pattalion
was to provide five :,-lD's and five 1i*-13's in support of the 1st
2irgade, 101st Airborne Di vision.

(b) This support was provided by the 129th Assault
Helicopter Company.

(c) Area of operati.n was in vicinity Dak To, RE.

(d) Statistical highlights:

1. Ainnobile assaults: 8

2. Troops lifted: 519

3. Cargo lifted: (tons) 2.2

4. Sorties: h19

5. Hours ilown: 168

(6) CPERJJTI FUAI"REGARD (22 June - 16 July 66)

(a) Th~e m ission of t~e 10th Conbat Avoationr attalion

was to:

1. Prov:,de GS to t.'e 2htDl Spec-.al. Tactical Zone
wath zoriority to the .st iigksde, 1.01st Airlorne Divisiin.

.. . o  ./ ,/, , -,..
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2. Be prepared to mass aviati.n support as in-

dicated by CG, . Field Force Vietnaxi.

(b) 10th Co-mbat Aviation '.ttai n uilized the ht>,
117th and 129th AFsult KJlicc; tcr Coimanies to -rovie-e required aviation
support.

(c) Area of oocration i;:s in vicinity of ,') k To, Ry'Y.
This operation was a continuat-ion of Opcration iZa.wt!crne.

(d ) Sta tistical , ig'.lights :

1. Airnot-ilp assaults: 38

2. Troops. lifted: 8310

3. Cargo lifted: (tons) 162,9

1:. Sorties: 7519

5. pours flown: 2n5D

(e) "-o significant contact was evr nade ;ith the enemy.
However, aviation suport requirenents continued at a high level.

(7) C .A.. 'IM JO: ?PAUL JC'S (24 Jul, 66 until present time)

This operation -rill not be covered sincc the operation has just started
and no significant enecr, cort-ct has becn made.

(6) Operaticns of the 135th Aviation Cor.pany (CV-2B)

(a) During this rcport-ng period the 135tn Aviation
Company has been un,-cr t,'ee onerationr l contrl of tc G-4, I Field
Forces Vietnam.

(b) D ring this reTortinL period the 135th Aviation
Co-ipony previder avi-'t-,on support Icy trans-oorting 4) O-) troops and
2850.9 tons of cargo while fl-irg 5381 sorties in l07c-.6 hours.

(9) One'rations of the 183rd ,recc.naissance Airplane Com-.?any.

(a) The 183rd Reconnaissance Airplane Company (0-1)
is authorized 32 aircr:.t and had received a total of 29 -'f these by 31
July> 1966. Th-ro was consideralle delay in receivi.ng 6 of the 0-1's
because .l1 of the arcraft were shipped into Saigon in err-r instead of
Vung Teu. This caused the misplacement of parts of the empennage on 6
-' rcraft ai.d the ,Ying c." another. Further, ",c- a:rcraft arriving at the
wrong location placee a. undue workload o) te iintenance unit located
in Saigon, necessitating the aircrafts owning unit to porform 90% of the
reasseribly.

(b) On 13 June almost half of the aviators assigned to

7
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the comopany were dispaitched to s cver. locattam's thrc'ughout I! Cor-p tactical
zone to train with the 219t): 1?econaissa :cc Airplane Company (0-1).
One ireelk latcr, other avnators ir. the cr'.,ar rc-placer! th'e initial trainees.
This method continued until a1" avi~atcrs Mai6 rcceivcd in-countr- training

an ieeqm-lifice. to accomplish the visial rccor, aissancc (Va) program..

(c) The company was assi. ne thr mission to rerf'crm
the yR prcoran ini the southexii half of ' T Corps TZ ancl on 16 July 1966
became opcrztional lc-.ss the V~ irtoen 0-1 aircra-ft sh-ort at that tin~e.
The compan,,a 'ef; i 3). jal-.;, ph.-s-%callr hrs 21 n; rcr if t locax'.c'd with Vietramese
unl)its tr'hotti aren of rosponsibility anc, are assigned missions
tIArouOg ar'visors. Thc, r-: ilirg cight aircraft are in general sup-port
of riS/1" RT' t' rr-.u-,ihut the zone.

(In~) Operations of t'p 261st Assaualt %'Olicoptcr Crrmany.

(a) The iersonncl of the 2Celst Assanult 1Ulicopter
Company arrived . r cruntry on t' Juno 1-166. The pereonnel and eciuivrnent of'
2nd Platoon, 171st Assault T"el.co- tcr Company was transfereri to tV.2ls
Assault !kclicopter Cornar-.. As a rcsult of' this transf'er thle company was
dpclarcd operational upon arr~tval in countr7ur.

(W The 211lst Assault ',Keico-otc r%r (iIH-1) (A)
is under operatdonal ::oitrol of 5th sncc-L1' Forces Group.

(c) The aircraft arc located throughout the are.- of 15
Iand ITI Corps in sitall detachmaits.

(11) Crrribat/Support Swimry:

(a) T,-pi-cvl missions have icluded.: Recconnaissance,
cornmand and control, rmcd.ical evacuation, troop: lifts (airmob2lol conbat
assaults) an clrse f:kre support utilizing g'J urships.

(b A .9tatilstical summary of aviation support providled
'by this batta.1.in rlmring the., reriod, follows:

1. Axo~ieassaults: 9

2. Troops Ii~ted: 113,081

3. Cargo lifted: (tons) 5>122.2

4. 0-,r t? es 56) 176

5. Yours flown: 211Ah2

b. Annual Ger oral Inspection: The 10th Combat Aviation r"attalion
rcceivcd its fir~t Am u.-1 Ge-ieral Inspectonr on I 1-1,, July 1966 by LTC
Villiarm 1. GiltT)SARV Ynspector General and his 11 man team. A copy
of the results of' the rspecticn, dated 23 Juy19(6 was forwarded to CG,
USARV and all jitermeeiatc eaqrtrs significant problem areas we're

F E7' 7-M L
8



A) T119L
as showm on tabs D-F to the above insDection.

c, The 10th Combat Aviation B-ttalion initi,..tcd its first
Cormand Irffo V aton Bulletin rn 4 June 1966. This publication w-as well
received by trorps, small unit leaders, and cor-1'anc'ers like. it is
published weckly ai.,d contains all the curr,cit l.ctivit es o f t c units
and members of t.e battalion. it has createe more interest among the
troops than any oth er single ac+ivit,.

d. Base Camn Activit.es:

(1) D ,xing t:is quarter, the bat.talion was not onl involved
in the co,.bat ,ct..vities eutlinece obsve, but also was faced wit" the rxjor
task of developing .;ts base of operiticn at Dong Pa Thin and updating the
base development plans of t-'e complex.

(2) Detai led pla;"ning and construction is in progress at
the Dong Ba Thin Yilitar- Complex to provi e facilities for t',e follow-
ivi unitF.

(a) A Combat Aviation Battl. on composed of three
Assault Iiclicopter Corn-nies (1)-l) (A), one Assault Support Helicoptcr
Com pany (Cih-47), one Aviation Company (Ain.obile) (Fixed Wing), and one
Reconnaissance Aviation Company (0-1).

(b) One Engin(.er I'attalion (Cnstruction) rcinforcee!
with one Light Equipment Company and one Dump Truck Company.

(c) One Engineer Group Headquarters and HIeadquarters
Company (Construction).

(6) One Transportation Aircraft .:aintenance Company
('Jir ,ct Support).

(e) One Transportation Aircraft iaLintnance Company
(General Support).

(f) One Transportatir"n Company (Aircraft ')eiot Supply)

(g) One Security Company.

(3) Initial planning phase has begun to provide facilities
for the following crlitional units:

(a) One Infantr7 Briggads (Sopar.te)

(b) One Artillory Battalio:o (105)

(c) One Engineer Battalion (Combat)

(d) One Air Cavalry Squadron

9
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(e) Tio Aviation C','-aros (Anbulan-ce) (Light)

(f) IS Air Porce Team (!C)

(g\ Onc Bng;nser Company (Combat)

(h) One ;ngineer Co.inany (atpr Supply)

(i) One Hospital (Unknown size - 25 Acres Reserved)

(j) Two 11S Army Strategic Cnnmunications Corm.and Sdtes,

(k) i\t'u.rous detachments for suppcrt.

(L) Estimated trcop strength for the complex Js 3550 by
September 1966, and 0500 by December 1967. As ritallation Coordinator
for Dong Ba Thin, thc Co ,-:anding Officer, 10th Combat Aviation Battalion
has base development resporsibility, for ti-Is complex and is responsiblle for
coordination of the construction effort.

(5) The support-ng construction unit .s the 20th Enfi.noer
Battalion (Cobat), a subordinate wa-it Mf tc L45th Engin-eer Group (Construct-
ion). The major porti on of the entirc;er -ffort has been required to provide
sani' and fill over t'c entire area. Because of ti'e bigb , water table and

low swar.py land, three to six feet nf fill is rcqui red to prov. ce a suit.-
able base for verti.cal consitrvction or hard-stand. Sand fill is used be-.
cause of its avilability. Dasic standard four (h) construction is being
provided for ten-tnt units with some cornmon use facilities such as d.4spen-
sary, chapel and post exchaigo.

(6) Th. 10th Conbat Avia,,n Tattalion units aa-e buildng.
all of te troop housing an fac".litis otb.r than those listed above
through a "Self Yelw)*h progra. Framed terts for billets and offices
have b,,en build by all units. E.g.-nner support has begun to replace
unit orderly roon and suppl,- tents w.ith trnpicalized wood frame buildings.

(7) Pracause of the constant ene.my threat to aviation complexes,
the lOt- Coebat Avinti.or Battalion has exeited a najor effort in establish-
nent r,f local secur.ty -f t .e complex. An integrated defense plan has been
established tc i-ncorrooate the canabilLties of all 1;nited States, Korean
and Vietnames-c fcrces in the area,, Supporting fire plan and contingency
plans are completed and conti nual improvement of defenses has been em-
phasized. Frequcut re.hearsals have been conducted at various hours of the
day and night to insure adequac of plans and training. Plans are cont. n-
uall- improved and uodated based cn experience gzined frcn practice exercises.
A request for extensa.ve defoliatic.n of jugle vegatation near t[-is complex
has been subm-,itted to inprov. perimeter sccur3.ty, provide better fields of
fire and to deny conccolmcnt of possible a.-cking eney,- forces.

(8) In all activities of the 10th Corbat Aviation Dattalion
in the Dong Pa Thin area, relatons w'th Koreai. ard Vietnamese Iilitary
Forces and ,r th 1ictnamese Civil authorities have been excellant. Close

/.; U F) 0 -- L
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coordination is effected on both civil and riilitary matters and the high-
Pst degree of corperatien and best possible relations exist.

(9) As of 11 July 1966, three major problem areas exist in
the complex:

(a) There is no central electricl power supply avil-
able for operation of ness ball refrigeration, per: meter lighting, and
sunport ofl the units in the area. TOCE generators are inadeqvate to supply
this requirement and are needed to support onorational missions. A comnand
letter requesting generators for perimeter lighting has been disapproved.
A power station for this co,-,plex has been planre, and indications are tbat
it will be operational by 1 January 1967.

(b) A critical water shortage exists during the drj
season. The present source has become critically low on several occasions,
howcver an unvsually wet season has prevented a serious problem to date,
Problems have been predicted by engineer water surveys and can be expected
in the next two morths. Water wells are planned for the Dong Ba Thin
Complex, however they will be exploratory in nature. A date for drill-
ing to start is uncertain. No puming equipment has been requested because
the requirements are unknown until a successful well is found.

(c) The requirements for threr, to six feet of fill to
raise the general elevation of the comolex sufficiently above the water
table to avoid flooding has slowee, the overall construe bIon program at
Dong Ba Thin. Estimated completion da.tes have continued to slip, in-
creasing the opcrationa.l dates of soma units, particually aircraft nainten-
ance and supply type ,,nits which have rEsquireonnts for :crk and storage
areas. -.ore engineer support to haul fill or a dredge for hydraulic fill
is urgently needed to restore construction schedule to a realistic one
which is more in line wiltb tYe proposed arrival eates of new units from
CONTT .

e. Pcrsoluel: The following is a list of authorized and assign-
ed strength of the 3.0th Combat Aviation Battalion as of 2400 hours 31
July 1966.

"NIT AU T1OI IIZED ASSIG J -HD

OFn- wo EM OFF WO EM
HHC, 10th Cmbt Avn Bn 21 2 I-6 TT - I.
238th FA Det (Radar) 0 1 U 0 0 8
256th Sig Det 1 0 9 I 0 5
279th Sig DOt 1 0 9 1 ti 8
296th Sig Det 1 0 9 0 0 8

46th Avn Co 14 hi 141 26 31 170
286th Yed Det 1 0 8 1 0 5
390th Trans iDet 1 1 70 1 ! 54

117th Avn Co 14 41-. 14) 22 26 152
l3Oth rcd Det 1 0 8 1 0 6
149thi Trans Dct 1 1 70 2. 69

-, - (§A. "/ /0 3 fi/ _.
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UIJITS AYTHORIZED ASSIVVED
OFF WO El: OFF WO EN

129t1i Avn Co -FIT I 71 -i 23- T 7 1"6
394th Trans Det 1 1 T) 1 1 69
433rdied Bct 1 0 8 0 0 8

135th Avn Co 11 20 149 31 7 149
258th Trans Det 1 1 55 1 1 46

183rd Avn Co 32 1 95 34 5 100

*Includes security personncl authorizeO VOC^, 1JSAPV

f, Aircraft N faintenanco:

(1) The following statistics reflect the maintenance and
aircraft availability by each unit experienced during the period of
this reprt.

TI',T T.' PE A/C % AVYC .- LL Efl R5 I LOT

415th Aslt Co UA-1B 90.% 1.8% 8.2% 1524
I)H-Ir 88.2% 2.8% 9.0% 3511

117th Aslt Co IH-lB 85.3% 3.0$ 11.7% 1037
1IN-lD 85.3% 4.4% 10.3% 3133

129th Aslt Go u)-IB-I 63.1% 4.4% 10.3% 1204
UH-Uh 80.3% 4.6% 10.3% 3436

281st Aslt Co TT-lB-1 63,1%* 23.0% 13.9% 840
TH-1D 80.3% 6.1% 13.6% 1958

135th Avn Co CV-2B 81.2% 19.8% 3088

183rd Recon Cc O-lE 43.3%"R,  56.75 1011

Bn Avg RIM TJF-IB/D 84% availability

Total R/W; flyalng hours id,643

Total flying hours 21,642

* The 281st Assault elicopter Conpany has all new 540 rotor systems on D
model aircraft. Spare parts were not available for repairs resulting in
low A/C availability.

48,. The 183rd ReconnaJ ssance Airplane Company has recently arrived
in country. The aircraft arrived during July and were being assembled
and not mission ready. At the present time 91% of assigned A/C are mission
readt.n

(2) During this past quarter the 390th and 140th ,-,aintencnce
Detachments (3rd n.nh.lon) assign(.d to the tILth and 117th Airmobile Companies
havo rSi ispt-nd to the forard area to provide on-the-spot maintenance in

.A) 1T)



suppbrt of the combat operation. The lLOtV-t Detachment departed home station
on lh June and became operational in the forward Ic cation on 21 June 1966,
The movement by surface tr.nsportati-n required a total of 7 days of non-
pror uctive time by this unit. The 390th Detachment departed home station
on 21 June 1966 ai:d became operati-nal in the forward area on 25 June 1966.
This unit exoerienced h day , of non-productive % , e.

(3) On l July 1966 notification was received to move the
maintenance detachments from Kontum to Tuy Hoa. This move was made under
the same conditions as the previous move. The supported airmobile companies
actually depirted the Dak To area on 15 July lQ66; however, the maintenance
detachments d d not leave Kontum until 25 July 1966, and arrived at Tuy
Hoa on 30 July 1966. Units were full, operational in s:ioport of airmobile
companies on 31 July 1966. This move provided ten days of ineffective
maintenance and f$-ve days of complete ron-productive time. During the oeriod
lh June 1966 through 31 July 1966, tl-e following work was accornlished by
the two maintenance detachments:

(a) Seven (7) periodic inspections.

(b) Three (3) hot end inspections.

(c) Five hundred (5O) hours shet metal repairs.

(h) In spite of thi.s lost time the aircraft availability was
ma.fntaincd above 80% mission ready.

(5) During this pcriod numerous main rotor blaees, tail rotor
blades and engines have been replaced. The norril life expectanvy of
eigines is eleven hundred (120 ) hours. The average time obtained from
engincs during this period wab 360 hours. Normal life of main rotor blades
on Til-1lBs is 1000 hours and the I)H-1ODs is 2500 hours, the usage life
obtained from those blades replaced was 344 hours. Normal life expectancy
of tail rotor blades is 1100 hours; the usage life obtained was 311 hours.
Primary failure cause. was erosion due to sant and dust in operating area.

g. Flight Safety:

(1) Period 1 1iay - 31 July 1966.

R/W F/W TOTAL

Incident 9 0 9

Major Accieents 2 0 2

Combat Lriss 1 (total) 1 (N4od Damage) 2

Forced Landings 5 0 5

Prec Landings 3 3 6
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(2) Cuulative ncc:0ent rate per 100,000 hours flying tine
(cmbined FA 'J and P.' aircraft: 23.4).

h. Sunmary:

(1) The lOth Combat Avaation Battalion cont.Inurd to support
the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division priarilr ed that least two are
occassionaily throe assault helicopter compani.,s (A) throughout the re-
porting period. Geographical loca+ions ranged from the c-ntral highlands
of Vhon Co, Cheo Rco and Dak To to the coastal plains of Tuy Hoa. At Dak
To, the base camp supporting distance was almost 200 nautical miles back
to Dong Ba Thin. Tis necessitated movenent of mainterance support detach-
ments fonar to within 25 nauti cal miles of the area of operations. The
Battalion has remained thro.ghout the reporting oeroil immediatcly re-
sponsive , to the grou-nd forces army iviation needs. Many exercises of short
durit. . were ucrfoaed in support of other Y-4VAF ard AFV" troops dluring
the p _:,d. The haitil attac'nent of 2 to 5 C17-47 helicooters on t.ir-
mobil( operations has definitely enhanced thc responsiveness needed by the
ground comanders.

(2) The Battalion -,is cont:nurd its scconday mission of
constructing a pcrmancnt base of onerations through the "self help" program.
Considerable progress wias rnade during the reporting periods in bnth tro
housing and facilities. Ar adaquate nost office, rost exchiange and disnens-
ar7 was establisb'd.

SECTI" 2: Copztanders Observations and Recormendatiens.

Part I: Observations (Lessons Learned):

1. Personnel. i one

2. Operations: lk*5*

Armied TIclicopter Support

ITPI: Close support with armed helicopters.

DISC ISS70F: Reference Section 1, paragraph 5a(h)(c) 1. Locating the for-
ward elements of the friendly units has often presented problems. In the
referenced situation, the area was jungle terrain. Aviator's must be constantly
informed of the tactical situation and location of friendly troops and be
familiar with the terrain. Aviators must know frequencis and call signs of
all hF friendly units to which he must be resronsivc. The big problem area
is not conceined so much with conbat ;assault operations. During combat
assault operations, the Eun platoon leader is able to kcep up with the
progress of the loading clements of the friendly troops as they move out
of the landirg zone. Problem areas are usually encountered when a ground
unit makes enerm contact and have an jimcndiate requirement for gunship
support. Whei. the nircr-St -rri.vs, it takes a few moments to determine
friendly troops location 0.nd the location of the enemy, Gunship pilots
bcing eager to give requestrd support have, on occasion, onened fire witho, ,
having full knowledge of all information required.

.--<J 0l t /J Tii-.,..
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OSEIRVATIO!': It is esscntial for arcd helic-pter crews to have radio contact
wath the ground comrander and make positive location of the friendly troops
before firing.

Armed Helicopters

ITEF: Reduced effectiveness of armed helicopters in hewy jungle terrin,

DISCiSFION: Armed helicopters have found it di.f.icult to detect and locate
targets and deliver effective fire in heavy jungle turrain. It is more
difficult for the friendl' troo-s to identify their forward elements. Radio
reception is curtailed as a result cf a hear overhead canopy of foliage.
It b(;cr,:es difficult for nn aviator to navigate (plot hinself on a map) when
check points are scattered.

OPSrRVAmI,1 T'e effectivencss of armed helicopters is substant.ally re-
duced in heavy jungle terrai.n because of the inability to detect targets
and deliver accurate supporting fires thru the junglc canony.

Door Gunners

ITE,: Use of door gunners.

DISO;SSIV: Door gunners in this unit feel th:'t they arc as important a
crew member as the crew chief or pilct on heliconters. As a rcsult they
have taken nositive interest in helping the crew chief, in. mainta.ning the
aranient system aboard the aircraft ,. an,! -.n rerforming as gun-ers. In ..
additior, gunucrs feel left out and their pride hurt when they are required
to be left off t, e crew list for any fli h't. By leaving th(, gunnor b-hind,
the helicopter has a 200 pound greater lift caonability.

ODS17.VATIO.: On sorae coi:.bat assaults, the gunner on the. insidc of a flight
formiation has berr left behind to pormit greater troop and/or cargo lifting
capabilit',. This inside gunner would have his firing capability curtailed
at low altitudes and when in the landing w ne as a result of being on the
inside of the formation. There are times r:hen it is advantageous to delete
the gunner from the crew when the situation pcrmits.

Aviation Support

I'M'.: Habitual association (aviation support).

DISCTISSO2: The more a supporting aviation unit knows about its supported
unit, the better its cvpability of providing the best possible support.
This battalion has frequently been required to support tl',e 1st Brigade,
101st Airborne Division with three assault helicooter companies. When this
is the case, normally one assault helic, pter company will provide support
to a particular infant, battalion. lany requ~irements have caused exceptions
to exist, but this principle is used when practical.

OBSPIRVATTO': The co.ceot of employing the sa. e assault hcliconter company

with a par+icular ifontry battalion is mutually advantageous and enhances
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.effecti.veness of aviation supnort.

ITF!: Felicopter landing zones.

DISCIJSSION: When operating .in mountainous, jungle covered terrain such as
is pr valent in th. Dak To area, usable landing zones are almost n-
encstc~nt. Under these cr'nditi-ns, it ib very important that unit commanders
continuall, assess the terrain for sitts suitable for clearing ane use as
an LZ. As sqon as an LZ has bccn selected and cleared, it should be check-
ed by an aviator for adequate main rotor and tail rotor clearance and for
obstaclcs on the approach .and departure paths.

03SERVATIO,: When a un: t is going to be in a l cation for a period of time
(one day or more), an LZ should be selected and cleared so that helicopters
can land for med c.il cvacuation, rcsupply, extraction or re-inforcing. if
a Lndin rust be made in the LZ at night or under -.dverse weather condit-
icns, it Is very ldvartageous to have a crew available that has been in the
LZ and is familiar with it.

3. Training arnd Organization:

Jight Training

ITE,: I, ight training requi rements.

DISCUSSION: Rcquiremcnts iill continue to increase for night aviation
support for grn-id units. On the job training while perfdrming theso iiight is-
sions is not sufficicnt to keep all aviators proficic.,t in night operations.

OBSFVATO!O: Continual night unit training must be acccmlishcd in order
to safely conduct company ind Fthlion size night airmobile assault-.
This training sh7u'd be coneuct- d using a minimm of h helicopters practicing
fornation flight, pick-up and landing zone proced-ores.

4. Itclligerce :

Map Stocks

ITEM: Reduction of unit map stocks.

DISC'JSSION: All aviation companies arrive in Vietnam with an excessive
basic load cf maps. Most of these maps (possibly as much as 75%) are
nr;ver used, since they cover areas in which the unit will never operate.
Units tend to order and reorder excessive amounts to replenish and exceed
original basic load. An example is a unit returning ti an area in which
it has previously opcratee, Parid reordering complcte covrage in excessive
amounts. "',Witb the passage of time, the map supply continues to increase
while at thc same tizc many maps on hand become obsolete ani are superseded
by newer editions.

OBSERVATIO:,: CorDsiricratiaiy should be giv, to discontinuance of the issuance
of maps to units prior to departure fro. COP1IS. Units would then draw only
those maps (minimum coverae) reqiiir-d for oct,1al operations. 1.p denqt -
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*s ervi.ce is rapid e.nough to perm.it fulfillment of most requirements in 24
hours. kew un.its could also draw on the ecessive m-:pT stock of ether
cempanies in tbc same battalion, or from othcr batt-alions or gr'ups.

5. Logistics: Yionc

6. Others: None

Part IT : Recommndations:

1. Personne-l: Wone.

2. Operations:

a.Tht.t whc.rever possible, the snu, ztviation units habitually
support the, sme ground units; i.e., an assault helicop-t r cornpan3 (A),
habitually supports the samc infantry, battalion whcn t'ie Situation and
circumstances per-mit.

b. TW~nt -periodic orientation fligts ir the airme(.d helicoptce
be given to ground. unit connnr-dcrs .and platno(;, la.ders in order for tllem
to fully underst-w? t'-c Lire powe(r potertial nd, thL l-imita'tions Of thi
a ircraft

c. Wk~n thec ground uitt (Battalion. size) is 4n a static situation
-knd contact is licht, corsiecration should be give.n tc placing a utility
belicoptt.r undcr thc ground conn-rander's control for the day. This w ,ill
enable him to locailly perform resupply, cormmenrd liaison, me-dic -.1 evcuation,
and smll tro--p m-vem1nts.

d. Gar~ro type helicopte~rs (C!7-0) should -)ab- tually be a~ttached
to tte airnocbilr urit comxander (Battalion size-) for movemecnt Of artillery
ind large mmunioin resupply (105 ror-nds) in conjunction with airmoble,-o
assaults.

3. Tr-nn.ng and Organization: That all Ary Aviaitors continue to
be trained in the techniques and procedurcs of calling for and ndjust~rg
artilker, fire. This, in effect, greatl-? increases the number of forward
observe-rs keeping the infan try- bri-ga-de's area of opm-rttion under surve-ill-

an ,-ead to bring atlryfire in on the enemy.

4s. Irntclliggncc: 90Mn.

5. Logistics: That consideration be given to issuirg 'Ufly-away-l
,mintenance tVol nyd w rts holders to ,assault helicopter companie-s, such
as those fabricated for t,,'c 1st 0Cay Oiv (Airmobi~lc) in order to sustain
the. mainterance capability of a unt t frr 15-30 dwis when. the supporting
distance precludes the ,aircraft from rtumning to hone base each day.
These- should be qjr transportab11le., by 0-12 3 or OV-2 type aircraft.

6. Othe-rs: Th,'.t nu &'fiPcicijt type of soil condi.taoner be place.d on
sandy a.reas used for helicopte-r pt.rking so ais to irecrc ase main rotor, t il1
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