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SIGINIFICANT ORGANIZAVION Ot UITIT ACUIVY '

@ a, ORGANTZATION: During the reporting veriod the 13th Combat Aviation

mBatta]ion included: /LDO/\CS)—@?\D \5(3/7‘1/?2)——@@03%

(1) FHeadguarters and Ileddau ~ers Detochment vith the 5th, 52nd,
dBrd and 62nd Wuartermester Detachments and the 13th becuritv Platoon .ttached.

(2) 336th Assault Helicopter Comvany (Ule) with the 167th Trans-
portation Detachment (aircraft : alntenancp), 277th Sigpal Detochment (Avionics)
and the A4lst iiedical Detachinent attached,

(3) 121st Assault lelicopter Comdany (UH1) with the 80th Trans-
portation Detachument (Aircraft liaintenance), 257th vignal Detachment (Avionics)

?\" 69th Infantry Deotecluient (Ground ovurveillence Racdar) and the 78th Artillery
.y Detachuent (Counter-morter - tadar) attached,

D

Lt (4) 1l4th Assault llelicoter Company (UH1) with the 83rd ledical

-1 Detachment, 96th Signal Detachment (Avionics) and the 544th Transvortation
57 Detachment (iircraft ..aintenance) attached,

S (5) 175th Assault Helicopter Company (UH1) with the 28th Signal
v Detachuent (Avionics), 150th Transportation Detachment (Aircraft . 'alntenance)
y attarched.
(6) 221st Reconnaissance .irplane Company (Ol) with the 325th Signal
Detachment (.vionics) atiached.

b, SIGHIFICANT CHAIGES: The first UH]B/ 540 armed aircraft came to the
Delta in Cctober, On 3 October the 1lith Assault Lielicoter Company (UIIL)
was assi_ned four, and received Ifour more within o period of davs to complete
one of their two armed »nlatoons, Pilot transition was conducted concurrently
with instvallstion of araament subsvstems, and the nlatoon was onerational in
ten days, One of the bigpest problem during the change over was the lack of
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wiring kits to wire the new aircraft to receive the M5 subsystem, The wiring
had to be reumoved from the old UHIB aircraft and re-installed in the new
aircraft, The UHlB/5hO flev vell at first, but after 25 flying hours shoued
symptoms of sleeve bearing failure in the roter grips, On checking, the
probable cause was found ta be the carbon seals which were within tolerances,
but on the loose side, The hubs were dissassembled, cleaned, inspected and
assembled with particular attention to seating the carbon seals as close

as feasible, D »ing the inspection, four of the hubs Were found to be un-
serviceable after 25 to 30 flying hours. One by one during the month f

October, five more UH1B/5L0 aircraft were assigned and a secction of the other
armed platoon is now operational,

On 1 Septewber 1966, the 336th Assault limliconter Comvany (UHL) was
activated by General Order 210, Headquarters, USARPAC to replace Company A,
101st Aviation Battalion, which was reassigned back to its parent unit, 10lst
Adirborne Division, Fort Campbell, H{entucky, The attached units remained un-
changed, The same general order activated the 175th assault Heliconter
Company (UH1) to replace Company A, 502nd Aviation Battalion, Company A was

transfered to leadquarters, Devmartment of the Army control, Again attachments
remained unchanged.

Difficulties in transporting supplies and egquipment into and within IV
Corps area have been somewhat relieved by attachment of a light truck section
of 120th Truck Comrany to this Battalion. Acquisition of the truck section
has both increascd the transport capability and relieved the battalion of the
necessity to use tactical helicopters for administrative Supply flights. It
is anticipated that the situation will be fwrther improved by acquisition of
an additional truck section in November, Further useful expansion of this
activity will probable be limited however, by the lack of secure roads,

Prior to this reporting period, refueling at 12 pre~stocked stage
fields was accompllshed from 55 gallon drums and 50 gallan per minute pumps
loaded on 23 ton trucks. The system was unsatisfactorily slow and wasteful
of manpower in operations consuming as much as 30,000 galons of JP-4 fuel
per day. During the reporting period the battalion commenced a modernigzation
program to install bulk fuel storage (3000,5000 and 10,000 galon bags) and
miniports or similar multi-nozzle refueling systems at all stage fields, In
addition to correcting the cited deficiencies, the new systems permit bettor
support of tactical operatiors (due to reduced breaks in air assaults for re-
fueling) and more efficient bulk fuel deliveries to the stage fields. The
modernization rogram is about 75% completed and presently held up for want
of transportation to move components located at Qui Nhon,

c, OPGRATIONAL AND ADHINISTRATIVE AVIATION SUPPORT: The Delta Aviation
Battalion assigned and attached units continued to provide operational and
administotive support to the MVN IV Corps, and other agencies opsrating in
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the IV Corps Tactical Zone, Operational ard administrative support missions E
include command liaison, outpost resupply, medical cvacuation, radioc relay,

escort and surveillance, Statistics generated in support of these missions

are as follows:

% INCREASE,
DECREASE FR
AUGUST  SILPTEABER OCTOBER  TOTAL  LAST PSRIOD

Hours flown 14,403 13,929 15,213 25505 +5e9
Sorties 19,396 21,170 24,033 61,599 +11,2
Passengers moved 37,183 56,676 56,523 150,382 -6
Cargo tons 1woved 6021 1749718 1573.8 9553.8 +3552 ,

d. TACTICAL AVIATION SUPPORT:

(1) Tactical support was rendercd to ARVN IV Corps, its subord-
inate units, and Special Forces units operating in the IV Corps Tactical Zone
as well as limited support to Field Forces Victor II and its subordinate
units., Support during this period included airlanded assault missions, eagle
flights, reconnaissance, surveillance, lsaflet dissemination, armed escort,
aeromedical evacuacion, night armed surveillance, canal curfew enforcement
(Firefly) and dismensation of riot control agemts, Statistics generated in
support of thesc miswions arc as follows:

€ INCREASE,
DECREASE FROM
AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER  TOTAL LAST PERIOD

Heliborne Aslt Msns 29 2L 30 83 +12,1
Hours floWn 6837l3 6920.1{— 811+l'l+ 21, 899¢1 +76¢3
Sorties 12,914 13,025 19,593 L5,532 +49.8 |

Troops moved 21,712 45,399 52,053 119,164 +84.3 ;

(2) While the above statistics have increased, aviator strength
has decrcascd, This has resulted in an average monthly aviator flight time |
of 103.4 hours, No ill effects have been yet noted, All aviators are be-
ing monitored closcly by the flight surgeons to detcct symptoms of fatique,

e, OPSRATION DAN CHI 261: This was a search and destroy operation
conducted by the 21st ARVN Infantry Division which was fought in six phases
during thc month of September, The operation resulted primarily from
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information obtained from a VC Yopen arms" recturnee who rcvealed the locations
of scveral VC supply points, This information provided the main objectives
for the ground forces, A new technique was initiated during Phase II to
enhance chances of surprise by shortening the pre-strike time. This
tochnique is described in paragraph g following., A summary of Dan Chi 261

is cnclosed as Annex A,

f, OFERATION DAN CHI 263 (SPECIAL OPERATION): This was a guick re-
action opcration that cvelved when a small raiding party, on a classified
nission, was landed in an LZ approximately 10 kilometers north of Vi Thanh,
Trnmediately on landing, the raiding party cncountered heavy contact with a
well dug in VC force, A 21st Infantry Division contingent force was standing
by at Vi Thanh and was quickly committed, Simultaneously, all battalion air-
craft were recalled or scrambled to Vi Thanh to support this effort, In a
short time & total of 72 aircraft werc supporting this opecration, Of signifi-
cance was the large number of helicopters that received battle damage, The
VC werce well discliplined and accurate in the use of their weapons, They
woited until the troop ships were on the ground in the LZ beforc opening fire
from threc sides with intonse light automatic weapons fire., The heavier
caliber AA weapons were used almost exclusively against the armed ships and
AF aircraft, A svumary of this operation is cnclosed as fnnex B,

g. T4CTIGCS: During the reporting period VC in the IV Corps arca declined
to stand and fight ARVN ground forces unless forced to do so, Under these
conditions, surprise is of primary importance in helicopterborne assaults,

To enhance the chances for surprise, artillery and air preparations have
occasionally been eliminated and no aircraft approach the operational area
until time for the assault force to approach the IZ, Vhen the forcc becomes
airborne, it proceeds to a pre-sclected release point and turns to its in-
bound heading. Approximately two minutes beforc LZ time one armed platoon
places continuous fire on suspccted enemy positions bordering the LZ. A
second platoon escorts the transports in and takes over the firc suppression
missicn when within range, Once the troops have been discharged, the trans-
ports depart the LZ escorted by the initial armed platoon that was delivering
suppressive fire, The other armed plotoon remains on station and supports
the ground units, Transports then return to the stage ficld for succeeding
lifts, This procedure has been quite effective in achieving surprise, It
should not be employed however when strong enemy forces are likely to be
encountered in the LZ,

During the reporting poriod and morc specifically in September and
Cctober the upper Delta was completely inundated by flood watcrs of the
Mcekong River, Ficld water depths rcached 10 feet in most places, In con-
sequence VO local forces were forced to load arms and equipment from hiding
places into sampans to wait out the flood, To exploit this condition, a
combined force of helicopters, Navy patrol boats, and a small tactical ground
force was orgenized, The helicopter force normally consisted of one command
and control ship, one UHID transport, and one hcavy fire team, The armed
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ships were used to reconnoiter in front and to the flanks of the advancing
patrol boats to force suspccted VC sampans out into the open, In the case
of suspect sampans the UH1D transport hovercd overhecad with ARVN soldiers
aboard utilizing a long pole hook to strip decking and camouflage from the
sampans, In instances vhere suspected VG were in or around the sampan, a
rope ladder was dropped and the suspects directed to climb up into the
transport, Based on information reccived from questioning, thec suspects were
either rcleased or taken to a detention area, Vhencver possible, each sus-
pected VC sampan was investigated by onc of the wrtcrborne maneuver elements,
If it was impossible to get a surface element into the location of the
sampans, they werc then destroyed by armed ships, Some VO attemptcd to hide
in the water in the vicinity of their sampans, breathing either though hollow
reeds or hiding in the grass with only their noscs above water, i4s the trans-
port hovered over the arca, the rotor blast would blow the high grass down
and exposc the heads or faces of the suspects., In some instances it became
necessary to throw concussion grenades or fire 79 rounds into the watcer to
force the VO to the surfacc, This combined heliborne, waterborne force proved
to be highly successful in exploiting the flooded arcas and is credited with
virtually climinating VC local forces in Kien Phong scetor,

h, The Delta Aviation Battalion's spot intelligence reporting system
has been increasing monthly in productive information, and it has resulted
in nwarrous actions by IV Corps TOC, Since the test cnded on 31 July 1966,
nore than 600 spot reports have been submitted to S2, fs of 1 September 1966,
the system was enlarged to incorporate the 156th Aviation Company, US:iF
fightcrs, Spooky and FAC aircraft, USAF Captain Scott Chandler, Intelligence
Officer, Lir Forcc Advisory Team i#7, contributes daily reports to the Delta
Battalion 52 as he reccives them from the VNAF pilots, All Battalion units
are now actively participating in the progran,

The Delta Battalion S2 scction is now providing intelligence annexes
to most of the divisions' airmobile oporations plans, Those intelligence
anncxes arc orientod toward the aviation sumort units and give the aviation
nission comacnder not only o »nicturc of the cxdsting situation, but historical
VC routcs of movement, nossible targets (bunkers, trench lines, ote), which
londing zonocs will nost wrobebly bo dofended, ond other inforintion not
nornally includad in the ground tactical nlen,

i, VO _.30TIVITY:

(1) ‘'"hroughout the entire IV Corps Tactical Zonc, Viet Cong
activity decrcascd at o substanticl rote until the last two woecks of October
when it incrcased slizhtly, V C initicstod attecks hove szldom been lorger
then coumpany size in strength., Relionee upon smell srms hoarassments, nn oce=
osioncl mortar attack and continued subversion, cspionoge, cabotarc and terror-
ist acts indicate thet the W arc still rogressing towerd Phasc IT of the
Delte insurgency.
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(2) During Dan Chi 263, Phasc 3, (9ecial, Vict Cong tactics in
a deliberately prepared defensive position were encountered, Jinti-heliborne
assault firing tcehnigues werce observed as werce anti-aireraft firing toch-
niques, Bunker construction by the Viet Cong vas cffective and rovided ad-
cquate protection., Despite a hish concentration of automatic wcapons in the
landing zonc, comparatively few aircralt roceived serious hits, it the first
opnortunity, the Viet Cong Lroke contact,

The Viet Gong have not clected to moss any lorge unit for an attack,
neither have thevy clected to bocome decisively engaped with JRVE regular units

Vhen contact is achiceved by SRV, the Viet Cong attermt to immoediately break
contact and withdecaw,

j. IR.INING: During the reporting period, training of VILF hclicopter
pilots in tihe UHID was the most significant activity. Declte Battalion was
sclected to train and utilize 6 VILF helicovnter nilots in two of its air-
mobile comneniczs; the 17Gth at Vinh Long and the 121st at Soc Trang. The
poriod 126 4 aapust threugh 31 Oetehor 1566, The VIHGF pilota hod recoiwed
their y'light troining at Fort Rucker, .labama. Consccuently, no nroblems
were cicountered with respect to language or methods of instruction, The
ailuks nratrad ko b wery aleoh dp Tdopvdneg meosadiens o grosoit g haehiss
employed on airmobile operations, iransition treining in Lhe U. . was complet-
ed in anproxinctely 7 days. Wt the connletion of training, they became
opc“ational cnd have flovwn combat assculb, corunnnd llulson, nedical ovacuation
ond other missions which the battalion is called upon to nerform, The program
hos apoyon very suecosctul,  Telta Bottalion 1= elsted to Teccive eight moro
pilots on 7 Hoveiber for o two nionth neried,

During t' ¢ rogorting deriod the Pathfinder Datochment, authorized by an
wgrentotdon b “the battalion T L, was crgnpdimed, The first two members
arrived in Senterber froit the 1st Cav Div at ,in Khe, In October twro Licutenants
authorized for the detachiient arrived, One was a school trained Pathfinder
while the otlier 1ill undergo OJT. Three men from the battalion volunteored
for the detachment giving us scven of fwolve men authorized, The detachment
is aresently located at Vinh Long where the members arc undergoing training
in all y»hascs of nathfinder operations, As the team reaches full TOE strength
and co.pletes its training cycle, current plans call for locating half the
dctachizont 2t Vinh Long ond half at Soc Trorg. This will allow immediate
resnonse in the wey of pathfinder assistane: to all airmobile componies,

SECTION II

COLI I DER 'S OBSLLV. wICTL 0D U500 1.mPD. TIONS

PiRT T UBoVLITONS (IDoSOis IE.RUED)

ITHhi: CGronbing tour extensions during the last three enths of tour,

DISCUSSION: Prcsent policy authorizes the approval of cxtensions on enlisted
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personnel up to the day of dupnrture “reii v . ceriand,  hile this insures
that ¢ll positions nre filled, iv cr:tes th. woblen of findins, suitoble
nositions for roirleceuent hHersonnel vho linve boen recuisiticned prior to
DIROS for E6 and below znd 8 rienths orior to DEROS for 57 ~n¢t hisjer gradcs,
This problow becoues scrious when it involves the to» tlree enlisted grades,
b presont whds oroblei endote in onlr o fow (00's,  The aparoved liberal
leave "o]_ic;,.' hos becoi: an 2dced 1ncentive for enlisted en to extend, I
the trend of ineronsed oxtensions continues, thon the “ersommel Hroblen will
nultinly,

Obsorvatienas .. conbirol mreiwl is nusttyl te Kiewmit Feslosaisnts -rf iving
in o wadlt to £ill o veeoner that hes beon filled b ~n omtended Ll

I,  .x:..@ holicowter sub ort hes e on sienificentlr roduced during the
noriod Jue o orwmsition froa ULIB to UR13(540) helicomto:s in two of the
five ronc Loons,

Discussicx

& o factors comtriout.o. o i loss of armivd hiclicots or caprbility
during th: Lwonsition to the rov 540%s for this reoorting weriod, First,
ariiient o o rdag hec vo be trerove.. iron the old b lico ters ond re lnutall—
oc on vhe now, Trhis ti ¢ conswiing wocodure Wis necss.ry bocruss armonent
systens woir in short supoly, Soeord, during bhe troncition, the nevw chips
which i 7 o fitved with crl cwent o ub into scerviece bozon encountuering
difficultr * ith rolor systuns (t:flon 1:»\;:,rings) vithin 25 to 35 hours of
flying tii.. Coasotuw®ldy, thic botbclion wns slort ono or one "‘1@. one holf
gun 3\1 weont tarcughout “he tronsition eriod, Further difficulty wrmected
in tie noar futvrl voon ohie K21 sestous arrive. Testing of the SZJ,O “rior

to diseus o oo vs (o have boun guite inadoguate.

Obs i Th. socrotioncl ca2cbility of units in conis b would b sub-
qtmul.ll,, Lorovea by roceint of equinnent rordr for use and by nore thorough
testing ond nocessory nocification of najor iteis of cquipnent ~riocr to issuc,

Iten: Undue incrense of ocidnistrctive vorkload,

Discussion: ..ith the build-up of unitc s the cozand . control stru-
ctur< in Victnai, the adiinistr tive veorkloos ond housc keening functions
asSeci Zued with pripering rierte, IF inshueiiens, Tecwiving visitoms, =nd
doveloning »lone dnercases, o1l of thuese functions sorve o wrnose, but thery
alsc drain off coffort vhich mi:ht othorwisce be dircecrod towvard the nrimare
idssicn of enerations., Thore is evidence thot the o~Cixdnistrative worklond
is begining to wculy crode opcuational cfforts,

OQbservaticn: OCorsaond wihesis con the nocoesitr to do first thinge Lfirst
may ol) to ~ut uscful but sccondory functions in thoir prorer merspnective,

Ttom: liomnieog of aireraft ot 90% of curioent autlorizstion Coes nob wermit
full usc of ircraft resourc.es,

Discucsion: +he 90 lanning lovel for aviceers in Victnm:, then anplied at
the unit level bocones 75 - 80% on boord, Sickness, lonve, lu” and ofmdnis-
trotive dob. ils further reduce the nuiber aveilebl. for cocleit 'u‘c,v cach
day. 1o cor: :guence, this Dottrlion hoe uiscion-rordy heliconters cvail-
abls cocdy viideh cannot be iummed, Puarther, in order to rovide on sccentable
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minimn of support, aviators are frequently flying € to 10 hours in a i
single day and 140 to 160 hours per month. Continucd operation at this level |
runs the distinct danger of unacceptable loss of aviator efficicncy and added i
safety hazards, :
Observation:  The world-wide shortage of aviators is recognized, Manning ’

level in Vietnan is nonc the less a major fector limiting unit effectiveness,

Iten: Huployient of ewviwd helicopters in the Mekong Dolta

Discussion: .r.ied helicopters are probably uscd iore oxtensively in  the |
Delta than clsewhore in Victunam, This is becausce LRVN IV Corps, which has

the orly mncuver clenents here, has ruch luss heavy fire sudtort (artillery

and mortors) than our .merican nancuver cleuents in the North, therefore rely-

ing rore on the ermed shins, They have nroven to be highly cffcctive in a

fire support wission against the lightly armed VO, In ~ddition the flat 2 :
terrain of the Delta is particularly suited for armed heliconter cmmloyment i
in reconncissance and sceurity roles, In conscquence of their exteonsive use ] 3
and general cffeetivencss a substanti:l incercase in armed helicopter strength i

could be profitebly cmployed in the counter-insurgency offort of the Delta, 5
Onc fare tecan could be usced very effectively in cach of the 15 scctors, The E :”
suggested increase would be in addition to units now on hond vhich arc necd- i ""’g
ed to support major .LVN onerations. : v
Obscrvation: . substontial incrcase in arned helicodters would material- 4

ly cnhonce the counter-insurgency effort in the Dolta,

T
2B SK

Part II Recoimicncations: i i
4

a, The wviator roplaceient nrogran for Viotnam should be accelerated
to norrit wmanning units at 100% TCE at the carlicst nracticable time, Eff-
b cetive nenning level of holicopter companics is about €0%,

b, Recoiscnd the nroccdurces for requisitioning of roolaceonents and
authorizations tor cxtensions of E7 through E9 cenlistod grocdes be reviewed
with the view of c¢limdnating the problem of oxcess individuals which ariscs
from last nilawte cextoensions,

YT i AT S A A, VS KRV

¢, Recounend cormand cnphasis be given to focus attention on acc- )

ounlishuient of the Hrimary wission of the countur-insurgency cffort and A

relegobion of othor useful but sccondary tesks to their proper priority,
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ANMEX A To 13th Combat ..wiction Battalion ORLL, 15 Nov 1966

WR., o DaN CHI 261 (21ST .RVY DIVISION) 2-29 SEPIEMBLR 1966: This operation
mdu  >d br the 21st LRVN Division vas fourht in six rhascs during the month
2S¢ mber, Operations began on 2 Sentember vith 23 circraft supnorting
as staping took plece at Soc Trong. 4 VO "Open arms® returnce hod given the
locations of a nunbn,r of earms cnches, which provide? the objective for the
ground forces, 4 total of five lifts werc flovm into three landing zones
putting 400 troons on the ground, Light contact was made with the enemy and
continued throughout the day. The JRVN troons renorted 56 VC killed and scven
tons of assorted ammwo, 8000 batterics, four USAF 20mm cannons and other weapons
captured, The operation continued into the following day when 191 rifles ond
another five tons of munitions were found., Phasc I began on 4 September when
a 100 nian 1lift was put into a landing zone six kilometcrs northwest of Vi
Thanh, Barly contact with an estimated VC battalion resulted in the rocall
of all Delte Battalion trocp carriecrs and an additional armed plotoon to supnort
the ground clements, Four CV2B aircraft were diverted from scheduled missions
to lift the reserve forces into the staging area., . total of ten heliborne aslys
wore flcowm batween C745 and 1315 hours carrying 1093 trcors inteo the cperaticnal
area, Jrmed helicopters nrovided continuous selective fires in support of the
s mua,va,r clc,ncnto. By nightfall the 21st Division had renortid 136 VO ldlled,
W Yo Kol s 1170 eamtured, Eguinment stized ineludsd two &0umt nortors, i
i Mes, 59 small arms and onc flamecthrower, Phasc II begon on 9 Scptesboer and
was supported by 37 Delta Battalion aircraft again stocing at Soc Trang., A
new technique wos used when the third armed plotoon was used to strike the
lending zon: sizultancously with the landing of tle transport aireraft, This
afforded an clenent of surprise thot normally does not exist when oxtensive

air presorations arce cemployed, Only light contact was made and a few items
of cquinwnt captured in this case, rhase III begon on 14 Scptember as the
results of CIVH intelligeonce t..-’lt reported a VO sunnly and distribution poirt
in the area around Ca Mau, . total of 1225 troons werc lifted into threc
different IZs in five flights, Light contact wns made and the 'RVN ground forces
repurted € Vo eaptursd; twe ten bod Lospital- found; 3 rdividual weanoiss 5
grenades and 15 ldlos of documents cantured, Two battalion shins were damnged,
onc of which lost its tail rotor in the 1Z and had to be evacuated, The
operation resuied on the 24th of Sentember with the beginning of Phase IV,
Delta Battalion supported with L4 aircraft stoging at Ca liou., . total of 1608
troops were moved in four lifts utilizing four different LZs, loderatc contact
vas made with VO elements and armed helicopters reported 71 VO KEAA (US body
count) 21 cstinmated wounded, and 9 sampans destroved while providing close
supporting fires for the ground troons, By the end of the day [RVN ground
forces reported 99 VO killed, 55 VO cantured and 225 grenndes, 82 rounds of
8lm nert.r ammo, 35 kilos of medical supplies, 50 batt:rics, 9500 rounds of
sunll arre amw, 00 rowrde of nechine guw e and 10:kilos of decwiorts
captured., On 29 September the final phasc of Dan Chi 261 took pnlace., The
purpose of this oncration was to scarch out and destroy strong conbat rositions
wkich were being ueed ns bases to atteck cutrtests ir Phoue Tong ord Gia TSin
districts, The armed ships provided troop ship escort, acrial fire supnort
and aried rcconnaissance, accounting for 10 VO KBii, 10 VO wounded and onc
strycture oxd one Sl .&J‘E’tl‘u:n‘}\li The follo ying is 8 F"’.":"l.itLlJ.u.LLh o
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- results obtained during the né

hi 261 operntions g

D.if CHI 261 2 Sep 66 ~ 29 Scp 66 i

f

Killed by .rir aircreft: 270 i
{illed by ground troons: 3L
VC Cavturcd: 146
Sanpans destroyed: 23

Structures destroyed: 98 |
sircroft uscd: W77
Troops corried: 12,638
Overational days: 13

C..PTURED EX.UIPIZENT

10,700 rounds of SAi ammo 800 rounds of Mi ammo

12 tons assorted amio 8050 batterics

Four 20rm cannons Two 60mm mortars

One 8lm nortor 82 rounds of 8lim mort-r armo

57 rounds of 75RR ammio Five 60mm mort-r rounds

7 Garbircs 15 Mss ; |
1, SIGs 7 ARs ,i
One M1 rifle 2 shotguns {
7 Clagymore mincs 38 AP nincs {
394 grenades 2 Germnan 4A MGs j
1 pistol 1 flamethrower

2 FRC 10 radios 3 tolephones

2 wallds talkics 1 switch board

1 sct of binouclars 1 loudspeader

1 »oncho 11 kilos of documents

4 sarmen noltors 18 gas nesks

1 whistlc 50 kilos of medicine

12 pair of jun:lc boots 2 packs
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AHNEX B To 13th Combat .¥icFion Battalion ORIL, 15 Nov 1966

DN GII 263 (SP.CI.L QPIR.ITION) : This operation orsinated as a quick reaction
to hecavy contact nade with the U-liinh 10 Battalion by a raiding party which

was on a clessified idssion. Gen, iiinh, Comriending General, 21st Division (/RVN)
and Gol, Hothoway, Senior .idvisor were airborne in the CC7 ship over the overa-
tional area during the orginol mission. 21st Division also hod a contingent
force ol tirece battnlions st.nding by ot Vi Thanh, about 10km away, and a fourth
battalion in route, .fter cncountering heavy fire fronm the VO unit, which
brought down the Vildng Jirned Plitoon Ieader and stonned one clement of the
raiding perty, control of the opuration was passed to Cormanding General, 21st
Division who proiwtly committed two battalions into an LZ 1500 n southwest of
vhere the gunship went down, By this tinwe two flights of twelve aireraft cach
tad been forned at Vi Thonh, The first flight took off and sniroached the
operational crea escorted by the laverick Armed Platoen, 175th fvn Cojy the
hastily chosen LZ »roved to be an unfortuncte cloice, It was surrounded on
three sides by VO crmnlacerients ond automatic weapons hich oncned un on the
first flight and disabled 7 of the 12 aircraft on their way out of the LZ,

The sceona flight of 12 came into the LZ, landed short and was directed cast
about 10001 to reinforce the iRVH troops alrcady under fire on the ground,

As they node @ left turn-out, automntic weanons in a tree linc onened un, One
aircralt vent down on the way to Vi Thanh, and 8 of the 12 cireraft were unnble
to continuc because of battle damage, Still, the reinforcernent continuerd,

Air. striltes pounded the VC positions in the tree-lines and artillery fell along
the river, By dusk both battalions had been air londed, RVH forces were
taldng heavy casualties and one battolion commancder and his deputy were scevercly

-vounded and evacuated, After nightfall, the plan wos for continucus airstrikes

with srtillery svooert and flsre i1 hmination from ”S_‘;;.;.-;l(y“c Saradie fire
fights went on inte thic night. Around midnight the ground fire on both sides
subsided, then censaed, Following this, the enony begon ~ witidrewal to the
rorthvest, - Thoe maxt rorning arstber Salfalion was ik dntn a IR fierr thn fcamed
Viking ship. #RVN soldiers of the battalion encountcred the crew of the downed
heliconter an roxinotely 200 neters fron the wrecked aircraft. Having sment
the nighd in had to hard eowbat, evading the VO, o taking steltor from
friendly air-strikes they were suffering from exposurc and onropoly evacuated
to Soc Trang by Dust-Off, The VC having broken contoct and devarted the area
durirg the night; the battleficld elser-up bopgan; & Ercon carrier wos slung
out of the arca by a CHAT and 8 ships at Vi Thenh were lifted back to their
horx ficlds with battle damage, The vrecked gun-ship was inspected by main-
tenance nersonnel and declared a total loss, The Battalion Comrinnder ordercd
it to be destroyed in place, All the ARVN troops werc oxtracted and a »len

to airlift a battoalion to the northwest to try to head off the withdrawing VC
was concclled, The finol results of the battle were 100 VO killed, one U.S,
aircraft dostroyed and 19 damoged,
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AVBA-C (15 Nov 66) 1lst Ind
E SUBJECGT: Operational Report lessons Learned for Quarterly Period

Ending 31 October 1966 RCS C3FOR-GS
HEALGUAKTERS, 15T AVIATION BRIGADE, AFO 96307
0t Assistant Chief of Staff, ATTil: ACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310
1, (U) fthe Oporationsl ileport~Lessons learned submitted by the 13th

Combat Aviation Lattalion for the guarterly period ending 31 October 1966
is forwnmrded herewith.

2., (C) Pertinent camments are as follows:

STy,

a. (U) tsference section lb: Item: UN~1B/540., This headquarters
is aware of the 540 rotor head problems and has implemented 2«11 possi.le
corrective actlion,

: b, (U) teference section lb: Item: Hefueling Irom prestocked
stage fields. The lst Aviation Brigade 5-4 is conducting & study on the
entire Vietnam FCL problem,

c. (L) Reference section II Part 1: Item: CQCrauting tour
extension during the last three months of tour. USALRV is staffing a new
regulation to cover this but it is being held up pending a change to AR
61430, Until the procedure is provided by USiAuV, the unit approving tle
extension should insure thai the requisition is cancclled whicli was
previously submitbted based on the EM's DER0O5. If it is too late to cancel
the requisition, instructions have been disseminated tc call directly to
the adjutant general this headnuarters requesting the arriving enlisted
mai be diverted,

i o o e e o o

d. (C) reference section II part l: Item: Armed hellcopter
support.

(1) (C) Tnis changed armament systams only affected
installntion of the M=5 system. No "A" kits (wirlng) or "I" kits (mounts) !
are available at this time., Wiring and mounts are being removed from all
aireraft being roturned to CONUS and put into the supply -ystem,

(2) (u) ‘ransfer of the XH-1l6 systam from onc aircraft to
another takes about ten nours and is accomplished by the unit armament
personnel.

(3) (¢) Units will only be short two aircraft at any one
time for installation of the XM-2L system, This installation takes about
four days per aircraft.

~ 7~ 3P T r @ o .
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Unclaseified afi-r V2 yiazs.
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AVBA=G (15 Nov 66) - U0 vt ist Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period
Inding 31 October 1966 RCS CSFOR-GS

HEALQUARTERS , 15T AVIATLOM BRIGADE, APO
. » 15T i 96307 5 1 nov 1965
10: Assistant Chief of Staff, ATTH: ACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

1, (U) The Operational Report-Lessons Learned submitted by tie 13th
Combat Aviation Battalion for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1966
is forwarded herewith.

2, (C) Pertinent comments are as follows:

a. (U) Reference section 1lb: Item: UH-1B/540. This headquarters
is aware of the 540 rotor head problems and has implemented all possible
corrective action.

b. (U) Reference section 1b: Item: Hefueling from prestocked
stage fields. The 1st Aviztion Brigade S-4 is conducting & study on the
entire Vietnam POL problem.

e. (U) Heference section 1I Part l: Item! Granting tour
extension during the last three months of tour, USALV is staffing a new
regulation to cover this but it is being held up perding a change to AR
614-30, Until the procedure is provided by USARV, the wnit approving the
extension should insure that the requisition is cancelled which was
previously submitted based on the EM's DEROS. If it is too late to cancel
the requisition, instructions have been disseminated to call directly to
1 the adjutant general this headquarters requesting the arriving enlisted
| man be diverted.

d. (C) Reference section II part l: Item: Armed helicopter
support. 7

(1) (C) This changed armament systems ouly affected
installation of the M~5 system, No "A" kits (wiring) or "B" kits (mounts)
are available at this time. Wiring and mounts are being removed from all
airoraft being returned to CONUS and put into the supply system.

(2) (U) Transfer of the Xi{~16 system from one aircraft to
another takes about ten hours and is accomplished by the unit armament
personnel.

rehe o g

(3) (C) Units will only be short two aircraft at any one
time for installation of the XM-21 system, This installation takes about
four days per aircraft.
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