
UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES
TO:
FROM:

LIMITATION CHANGES
TO:

FROM:

AUTHORITY

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

AD393394

UNCLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved for public release; distribution is
unlimited.

Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't. agencies
and their contractors;
Administrative/Operational Use; 01 MAR 1968.
Other requests shall be referred to Office of
the Adjutant General (Army), Washington, DC
20310.

AGO ltr 29 Apr 1980 ; AGO ltr 29 Apr 1980



THIS REPORT HAS BEEN DELIMITED 

AND CLEARED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

UNDER DOD DIRECTIVE 5200.20 AND 

NO RESTRICTIONS ARE IMPOSED UPON 

ITS USE AND DISCLOSURE. 

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A 

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE; 

DISTRIBUTION UNLIMITED, 



SECURITY 
MARKING 

The classified or limited status of this repoit applies 

to each page, unless otherwise marked. 

Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794.  THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, speci 
data are used for any purpose other than in conne 
nitely related government procurement operation, 
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligat 
the fact that the Government may have formulated, 
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, o 
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in 
the holder or any other person or corporation, or 
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any pat 
may in any way be related thereto. 

fications or other 
ction with a defi- 
the U. S. Government 
ion whatsoever; and 
furnished, or in any 

r other data is not 
any manner licensing 
conveying any rights 
ented invention that 



·•· 

THIS DOCUMENT IS BEST 
QUALITY AVAILABLE. THE COPY 

FURNISHED TO DTIC CONTAINED 

A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF 

PAGES WHICH DO NOT 

REPRODUCE LEGIBLYo 



i in im pmmwwiwimm wmt »■ ^P Wf^i^nwi|ijJiiililui.uini, .   U! niiL   . i, in i nnnp IPHRÜHÜill I       P 

^1 

/     •■" 

i- ■ . i. Nj5- CONFIDENTIAL 

"' APO   96337 / 

/»- 
■-, f- 

r 
^ 

li'   0CT311968 

:^])^7^57/ ! / 

^ ;.VGD-FC/'Ts 
v->' 13  .' tenner 

QQ SUBJECT: /Operational T\e^eoet,^^3a&a<mmäVm^m^&em@'§^0) 

a       ■z:.:,z ■+{  
00 TO: 

19^7 

■ ( 

See Distribution 

"This docürcr.t contains införritiön affecting the Npticr 
L-icine ci' the Un; t .d Ctr-.f;;. v. 
Ei'-picn'ge Laws, Xitlo, lil,   U- 

x. VC)    C^iKF/X- 
\ (     ( 

••~) 

.;; the ErT'.ning of the 
C. ,   L'. ction 795 and  7Ü-1   - 

Itc   transmission  or t>:     tuvelaticn  of   its  contents  in any 
manner to an,unauthorised person is prohibited by law." 

3 XTIOIi I:     cUnnific.?at, Orraniaational  ■•ctivitiesl    PP'^C-F/nis   -     -.  •:  ~V"- ———- 
•■'., Vi J.. \ > , :^e=^     ! ■; i^_0  I"-'^ INTERVALS; 

IV,   ,   \ 1 ££^ MR 5200.10 

a      Headquarters an1 HerxTquartcrs Comnany 212th 'viftion Rat.talion 
was activated 1 nirch .1967 at Ft Canfbell,  Kentuclo/-,,    ''-ssiritraent ^-v persrnnelj 
r  n'.'int of  (■quirmer.t,  1'OR training,  an'1 unit FOil was cr-mplttod without rnaior 
n-oclK.s an-   tv e comnany sailed for Vietnam on 11 July 1967 ahoarri the USNS 
Barrett,    Training ?.n(' edrinistrative prcccssinr: continued i-dthout m,"v1or 
difficulty ab«"-.rd the  ship and  the unit arrived at Ha Fang T'VF on 31  July 1967. 
Due to adrünistrativa  .'nloys,   tor^oorar;,' hcusin«' for th'  ccrw.ny was not ob- 
t.^in-ci unl.il the  ^'v^ncc rarty E1 rived "rriroxl.iatcl'i' oa" won'c V'frrc '"he 
cori-^nv Gain hody„    (The con^any is still billeted, in t'-.'r>"ora.ry cuartors 
on r  s.-y.r-'.tr; installation nore than  a mile fror the hp.ttalim ^c1  ouartors). 

Die battalion headquarters huilding was constructed by tr^^o Ir.hcr and 
the headquarters became cperatirnol on 19 /.uc 6? at ,rhich tine it assured 
co; .rand   (without operational control)  of the  131st ^'C  (orcon J2 V-kCV),  the 
220th RAC  (ci'crn C-2 Air Advisor I Corps), the 282nr'  /"C  (rrcon 0-3 .'dvisnr 
I Corps),  an-' the I Crrps /.ITJV ■.viat:cr. Ilenent.    The  ZU^tb ^'r, j-.-incd the 
Ear'.alien en its arrival fror-. Cri'UO, on fi October 1967.     'Hnr Headquarters 
Cor p'ny constructed billets and rrenarcd a catennent rr'a for the new :;ohrwk 
coi:pany utilizing fVAP/IXjC kits..    The unit will be oecon 0-2 Illrd Marine 

o-p h-ihi Force.    Subordinate units continued operatinp durinr end after 
transfer vit^out significant changes. 

b. 220th TIC vdtb Hq at Hue Phu Bai ond platoons at ^a Fan^ 
Hue Citadel, Phu Bai, Quang Fgai continued visual reconnaissance oper- 
ations covering the entire I Corps Tacitcal Zone durinr t'^e reporting rmriod. 
Its routine rper:.ti ns were ru/xtuated with several outstanding actions en 
the p: rt of Cat Killer pilots, An FW rrtillery battery firing fron Worth 
of the DiiZ on U^ Marines it Con Th.ien was silenced with Gat Killer directed 
air strikes, and a rocket.attack on Da Fnng Air Base was broken uo when 
a 220th pilot located and directed artillery on rocket firing positions« 
Also during this period, the company imnroved its Hq area with the construction 
of a theater, day room, logistics complex, and Officer's Club. 

6- s 
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c. The ^45th SAC .ar-iw-id at Mr.rbls Mountain A:;v Fa-tilrlty,, Da Nang 
on 8 Ostober 1V1)? !:.■■ ,ewxs. Äing^.n where the uvl^ ictf.vated 
and trained. The unit 5.3se.!i.ately began putting find toncheu on their new- 
ly conß'/.-icted billets and ramp facilj.ties rnd preparing to I'.sceix'a their 
aircraft and equipment. The pilots received in--country orientation from 32 
and S3,  212th Aviation Battalion and,area flight orientation and check rides 
from the 13''st S.^C, Their own Mohawks arrived on 24 October and with re- 
vetments, communications, electronics, maintenance, and operations facilities 
completed by company laborj the unit wjnt operational on 1 November 196?. 

d. The r.82nd AHC continued to provide outstanding support to the 
I Corps Advisors'- Effort during the reporting period with sections at Quang 
Ngai and Hue Citadel and the Co (■•) at Da Nang. The company's Gun Platoon 
provided fire support throughout the Corps area winning high praises and 
credit for such action c.s: Halting a night attack en an encircled isolated 
USMC platoc;'. at ni.'.Kt: and sinking ninety six sampans in one night on a 
three ship Firefly mission. The company continued its building program with 
the cj-nplction of a new supply building pnd personnel bunkers. Painting 
of it's buildings made the 2chnd c-entoment  area one of the best in I Corps. 

e. T>." i?'f:t S.'iC -..r -inued operations in support of J2 KACV. 
Th^ cT.r.K-.y pr'-pcred its billet -rea for the forthcoming monsoon season 
vr.'.h vx''-.'■"proof,_i~ for its bui'.-iirg and completing drainage ditches. K'GW 
r-.'jup f :ic:,l."t:'ja ^o^/plctcd durin.?, t.he quarter will decrease coiigestion at 
the Fhu Dai A:' r Fie Id . 

opera'ciona.1. ar-oa 
Enc-xy activity during the reporting period in the battalion 

characterized by attacks by fire on cnu: IGTZ) wa' 
key instr.llc'.ti^nrj '.vitii rockets and artillery, mortar and cmaDJ. arms assaults 
on isolc-.ted outposts, and LOC intordiction by sapper attacks. Large size 
MVA and VC main force units continue to attempt to envade large scale friendly 
opera4i^nc Gcne^tlly encry activities had but minimal effect on battalion 
operations,, H:.".•-- rainfall in early October engendered heavy flooding in 
the southern iUiZ precluding replenishment cf Class V supplies at the Qr.ang 
Ngai ai.'i'tvld ".ry true; from Uhu Lai but otherwise not hampering operations. 
Loss ol flying time due to weather and flooding during the period was neg- 
ligible , Anti aircraft fire had following results during the quarter,. 

IKXT 

220th RAC 
2G2nd AHC 
13'ist SAC 
HHC 
245th SAC 
TOTAL 

HITS 

10 
5 
A 
0 
0_ 

19 

DOWNED 

0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 

CASUALITIES 
riA KIA 

1 "b 
U i 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
5 i 

2. 
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b, (c) 220th was? not, sovorcly hamnered by flnemy activities though 
each platoon base (Hue Citadel, Dong Ha, la V&rxv,  and Ouanc.!: Krai) was 
attached by rocket or mortar/artillcr"'' fire diirinp t>e rprortin"' noriod. 
The Dong Ha Platoon was r:-locntcd to ^hu Bai when facilities it t^e UTC 
Rase at Dong Ha wore heavily daraared in the 1? Aus raortar/rocket/ artillery 
a-tack.  The unit suffered only one 1-JI" as r.  result of these attacks. Fo 
aircraft wore damaged. 

c. (C) 2fv!nd gunships flying Firefly missions in Quanp Hgai province 
have reported receiving huavy automatic weapons fire un to 50 cnlibre and 
one 3-40. Neither the company base at Hnrblc Mountain nor sections at 
Quang Mgai and Hue have bien hampered h-"- enerav activity except the incon- 
vienco suffered when refueling facilities at Deng Ha in Ouanp Tn "".'evince 
were destroyed by fire,, 

3.  (C) OFA'l'.TIOfS rj/!■■', ,'7'D T^P'TNG /.CTIVITI^ 

a. Plans: Aircraft revetment, flood control, disaster, and 
internal security plans were reviewed during the reporting neriod.  50 
of the 100 planned ircrnft revetments have been completed to specifica- 
tion.  Construction has been started on hi  of the renrinin? revetments 
with non-availability of netorials being the priniarv re-son for delr.y. 
Barrels are being procured whenever and wherever available. Internal 
security plans and personnel bunkers with overhead cover have been com- 
pleted for all units and installations with iruDrover.crts and refinement 
to continue.  Several real and rractice- elerts have bean conducted at all 
base areas. Flood control plans are considered unnecessnrv for 212th 
units. Unit b-"se areas r.nd GVTJ flood relief plans pre such th^t evacuation 
of unit personnel or equipment, or signifigant derogation o^ operational 
capabilities bv a civil flood relief effort pre considered imprrhrh]2> ^Q 

largest effort in planning has been expended toi/nrds the reception o.f the 
245th. ^ C and its orientrtion and integration into the battalion rnd com- 
bat operations. Kost of the ground v/ork vras Ipid prior to the unit's 
arrival and final co-ordination and liaison permitted the unit to easily 
meet its operational readiness dnV of 1 November 67. 

^#  Operationfe   \ 

TlPlc) 343th units flew 15,462 sorties and 15,143 hours in | 
I  support of /LPVN and FW MAP in 1,Corps during the reporting period. ( 445   I 
I  bunkers were destroyed, and 496 VC and MVA were confirmed killed by 212th | 
I units \rith  an additional 570 probable. .443 sampans were destroved and   f 
* 279 daraared primarily by the 282nd AFC gun platoon p.^d  4#£ personnel were ; 
| med ewÄoed by 212th units. 212th aircraft were airborne every day in thej 
""TCTZ* Supporting Special FpPc?s, LPVIJ, and more' than 10 separate UC.HC operations 
and exercising almost all iWiwn capabilities and methods of employment of 
assigrjed aircraft. The batValion v:as instrumental in the establishment of 
an I Cjorps Visual reconnaissance Co-ordination svstem under the control of' 
G-2 iiilr I Corps. The system integrates and coordinates the VP efforts of 
all Amy, AirForce, and Marine observation airplanes in the IGTZ and is 
designed to insure complete coverage of t he zone -while preventing wasteful 
duplic-tion of effort.  The'I Corps Army Aviation Slenent assisted irrthe 
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co-ordinaticn c.f several iiP.VH creabat assaults usinp the battalion's 
282nd AKC and UCHC helicopters, Rn Pathfinders participate"-' in four 
corhat assaults prior to thoir beinp reassigned. 

(2) (C) 220th rVC pilots flew in support of the 1st and 2nd 
ATVN Divisions, the 1st and 3rd Karine Divisions, the 51st /W re;?:imcnt, 
the five I Corps provinces, sector hq's, and Special Forces units in the 
area during the reporting p-riod. Di-ring periods of  increase'-' encr.y activity 
indiviflual Cat Killer pilots flew up to 12 hours daily. Carryinc Marine 
aerial observers 'Then supporting Karine operations gave Cat Killer Pilots 
added capabilities of directing Karine air strikes on inv.ociiatc targets. 
The I Corps Arny /-viation Slerjcnt placed a 2Ö2n':1 /'-?C gunship fire toajti on 
call for 220th pilots who directed thom in the destruction of several UC 
supply s.-xipans and encny troops in the open. On one occasion, this Cat 
Killer/Alley Cat tcan pinpointed a VC Battalion while destroying sampans 
bringing in supplies. In another operational innovation, 220th pilots 
flew several hours VP at night utilizing artillery flares for illumination 
in what was essentially a counter rocket watch over friendly installations. 
Although this procedure paid off handsencly in the disruption of a rocket 
attack on the Da flang Air Pase, it was discontinued '-ecausc the canisters 
from the flares fell dangarouslv near friendly patrols an^ optpojts, an^ 
the sichtines per flyinc hour were insufficiently remunerative to iustify 
the c::;Tnditure of ^ilor. and aircraft tine with t^e conconitant dininution 
of the daylight "PP effort, .All totalen the Ccnuany flew 5,^32 sorties and 
7;495 hours during the p'-ric'. Cat Killer directed fire destroyed 720 
buildings and davaged 522, destroyed 69 boats and clarcfced 27, killed 177 
eneny confimed and 570 probable, -"'estroved 1? weapons an'1 denape^ 24, 

(3) (C) The 2B2rv.\  AHC supporting the I. Corps Advisor-«- Group, 
continued to provide a three helicopter section to the 1st and 2nd 'PVP 
Division Advisory teams at Hue anr1 Ouang Pgai respectively (rinintainod at 
100?? flyable at all tiires).  Tne rer-ainder of the conpany supported the 
I Corps Headquarters with o total conniitnent of 13 slicks and. four run- 
ships,daily. The slick'; corjaitnent was nnrrially fulfillod, hot eunship 
availability averaged three or 3ess (see oara D2 below), Peverthelens, 
in addition to routine st.^ff end cor.r.and, and control support the 282nd 
participated in 14 cop.bat ;.ssaults lifting APVM units ranging in size 
from cerpanies to full regiments, while the gunships were credited with 
319 confimed KIA, 340 sampans destroyed and 87 rbnrged during the report- 
ing period. The conpany received a xeon searchlight mounted in a UH-1D 
for use on gunship Firefly nissions, but on trial the light proved unac- 
ceptable. Its concentrated beam did net cover a sufficient area, anr*  its 
diffused light was net strong enough to sufficiently illuriiate a target, 
The gun platoon continues to use its locally fabricated apparatus Mounting 
Air Force C-123 landing lights. T'lien ground fire against Firefly teams 
grew to severe intensity, co-ordination through the I Corps T0C provided 
the -'11ey Cats with a FAG, flareship, and TAG air to blast the M  positions. 

4. 
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ik)    (C) The 13'st  SC flew 2., 955 hourp in s.-von separate 
operations supporting Task Force 77 and 7th tix  Force. Homo dnraage 
assesraent as a result of their slar/VH efforts totaled; 

Trucks destroyed 260 
Secondary explosions 509 
Secondary Fires 11BU 
Gun positions destroyed 1 
37/57r.n sites destroyed 9 
37/'57nira sites d^irr^ed 2 
Structures destroyed 6 
2C!r.m guns destroyed 1 
FOI Firos 1 

The unit is currently conducting extensive traininp: to build and main- 
tain proficiercv of technical observers and in preraratjon for receipt of 
0V1-C IR aircraft. 

Avionics oroblens (see nara below) limit the unit to only five of their 
thirteen airplanes flyable under IFF conditions. 

c.  (U) Training: All assigned units engaged in a iraining program 
emphasizing command information, physical security, weapons familiarizationj 
flight standardization, and OJT during the quarter» Decentralized training 
was necessitated by scattered unit stationing and disparity of work schedules. 

4. LOGISTICS. 

a, (U) Supplies: During the reporting period fuel bladders 
were obtained a.nd installed at the Qurvng Hgal airfield to provide limit- 
ed refueling for 0-1 and UH-1 aircraft supporting the 2nd "PVF Div there. 
The establishment of a forward support element by Da Fang 3ub Area (1st 
Log Command) at Phu Bai alleviated many problems that units t'tere were 
experiencing in procurement and storage of all classes of supplies. A 
fire truck has H'en requisitioned for use at Ouang Fgai airfield where 
no fire fighting equipment currently exists, and liaison has been effect- 
ed with the I Corps G~4 Advisor to obtain fire fighting equipment at the 
Hue Citadel airfield,, Most necessary items of eouipnent and supplies, ex- 
cept large size ballistic helmets and. chest protectors, seem to be on hand 
and available in various depots if they cm be located x^rithin the depots, 
A search of supply yards at Da Fang, Qui Fhon, and Cam Rahn Bay revealed 
a signifigant quantity of a variety of needed items that were not listed 
on depot stock records and reported as unavailable, 

b, (C) Maintenance efforts of 212th units continue to be 
hampered by the time required, to obtain reoair parts and erd items from 
the battalion's DS TAF unit located at Qui Fhon 142 miles from the nearest 
company headquarters (7-14 days required to transport snare parts), /verage 
percentage of aircraft flyable by type by month durin» the period was as 
follows: 

5. 
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TYPE AUG SEP OCT 

OV-1 80.12 76.0 77,U 
U-1A 0 20 100 
0-1 S3.4 92o5 88,7 
UH-1D 76e5 67.0 77,9 

^UH-1B 74.1 63.9 8206 

-^Percentage represents puns^ips flyable and docs not reflect average 
nercentape aircraft v.äth i\foapons systems operational. 

The UH-lB's utilize the XM-16 armament system for which repair parts 
have been cnnsistenblj unavailable, requisitions through normal channels 
have f-roven unfruitful es  vas in large measure a visit by an armament 
contact team from the 03 maintenance unit. The unit was able to maintain 
approximate^/ 37'/" of it's assigned armed UH-lB's mission r^ady only thru 
the ingenuity of the members of the gun platoon. 

5., CIVIL AFFAIRS 

a. The battalion's 519th Medical Detachment paid approximately 
6 kEDC.'P visits to the Thong Due 5th Special ^orccs/MACV outpost. Patients 
were examined and a variety of Illnesses, ranging from s'-in infection to 
gunshot wounds and malaria, were treated. In conjunction with ^necial 
Forces and n/.CV medics, arrangements were made to evacuate the more serinus 
cases to a nearby Vietnamese Province Hospital for treatment.  The arrival 
of the 212th Avn %i and the 2A5th SAC aviators increased the 519t.h i'edical 
Detachment's work load by approximately A50 persorncl and Presently obviates 
the continuation of the MEDCAP program. Plans are being ma^c to reinstitute 
the program v;hcn more medical nersonnel become available. No statistics 
were kept. 

b. The 282nd Assault Helicopter Company, in a 'dition to civilian 
med evacs, contributes to the civic action program with spontaneous con- 
tributions to the Catholic Sacred Heart Ophamge at Da Hang. The nrimary 
source of these contributions are individual solicitations bv comrany 
personnel of families and crganizatiens in CO;US, Though nonavailibility 
of administrative personnel precludes keeping statistics, the support they 
have given is thought to have been significant. A concerted effort is 
being made to amass gifts for the forthcoming Christmas season. 

6.  (C) PEPSOPin. AKD ADMI-JSTTATIOM 

a. Liaison and co-ordination facilitated a relatively anooth 
transfer of personnel and finance records of 750 officers and 664 FM of the 
three in-country units from the 223rd to the 212th Battalion, These sub- 
ordinate units reported an almost immediate improvement in all types of 
personnel and finance acti-ns stemming primarily from the vast reduction in 
dist.ancc between finance and personnel sections and the units served. In 
addition, all personnel records were screened and brought up to date; 

6. 
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records were taken to Fhu Bai ^o that individuals stat .onci ?re coulrl 
check their OVTI records; a n<;l>i susoonse svst6;n wns devised for timely 
completion of Officer Effic*.' .^^ : cports and Commanders ^alnati^ns; 
and closer controls were estabiishfid to insure personnel de^-^rted be- 
fore TEPOS.    The 31 officers and 311 enlisted nersonnel of the 245th S'C 
were oriented, in processed, anc' had their records checked and brought up 
to date individually in a smooth , efficient operation that lasted hut ' 
a few hours. 

b.  (c) There have been 31 officer and 73 enlisted replacements 
in nrocessod, and. 33 officers .?nd 95 enlisted rersonnel outorocessed since 
the battalion hq became operational. battalion units have suffered 1 KIA, 
£ WIA,0 MIA,5 Men combat deaths,and 2 non combat .injuries during the quarter. 
WO Gene Easley of the 2K?nd f'-HC was killed on 12 September while rh'inF 
a UH-1B punphip providing fire sunport for 'PVN troops in contact. The 
company cu.'Hc-tei. itb new  officer's club to him. 

The 220th PAC chanced commanders twice dvring the renortinp period 
as j'.ajcr George Woods ass-uind-xoimand from lla^i Courtney Srrlth Jr and then 
turned the company over to Taj P-ary Clark two months later. A critical 
shortage of experienced aircraft maintenance nersonnel hamncrs +>ie efforts 
of all units.  'Personnel reouisition have been nubmitted), Pn  pathfinders 
were all reassigned as of J'l  Oct 67. 

Authorized and asipned strength for 212th Units as of 31 nct 67 were: 

AÜTH0PIZSD ; ̂ ICP^D 

UNIT OFF WO EM TOT;L OFF wo EM TOTM 

HHC 21 2 86 109 15 3 79 97 
519th ^[ed Det 1 0 8 9 1 Q 8 9 
131st s;c 37 3 244 284 24 2 220 246 
220th Pu.C 41 1 112 154 23 4 88 115 
13Ath Med Det 1 0 8 9 ■ 1 0 9 10 
231st Sig Det 1 0 8 9 1 0 10 11 
282nd AHG 15 52 155 222 10 45 153 208 
A84th TC Det 1 1 71 73 1 1 55 57 
50/»th Sig Det 0 1 9 10 0 1 12 13 
245th SAC 17 19 237 273 29 0 232 261 
647th TC Det 1 1 61 63 1 0 58 59 
538th SC Det 0 1 22 2ß , 1 0 22 2? 

TOTAL: 1238 1109 

c.  (u) Morale and discioline within the battalion are considered 
to be outstanding and getting better. ■ There was one special (/."OL) and two 
summary court martial (disrespect and misappropriation) convened during 
the reporting i^erirtd» The followin/? awards were submitted ->nd approved during 
the reporting period. 

(T) NR V. ■' v/ ! V ■ IL 
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~ T.Tcsons Les.rnGd 

DECOPATIOM SURMITTFD 

Distinguished. Service rkJ;:..l 1 
Legion of Hsrit 2 
Silver Star 2 
Distin/Tuished Flying Cross 27 
Bronze Star 25 
Basic Air Medal 82 
Air hedal (OLC) 762 
Air Medal V/V 14 
Army Coranicr.dation Modal 89 
Array Commendation ''■'/ *' 10 
Purple Heart k 
Vietnamese Cr-os^ < J Gallantry h 
Vietnamese honcr Medal 2 

ippTrcvf.Tf^r) 

1 
14 
23 
58 
469 
13 
35 

3 
5 
2 

TOT/X-. 1-024 623 

7. 0?HER ■'■ ' 

a, (C) -Tisnal'. 

(1) .''ifter .arrival in countr"/ a iifire teletype'circuit and a 
direct to"1 jVnone circuit from the servicing area telephone switchboard to 
17th Group were installed within a month.. However maintenance and co- 
ordination problems precluded reliable wire teletype communications until 
recently. Coiiimunicaticns with subordinate units was qvickly established 
with reimlar area telephone circuits and a sole user telephone circuit to 
the unit operations base at Hue Phu Pai. Teletype traffic to Phu Bai is 
sent through the I Corp Advisory Team Communications Center. 

(2) The unit is experiencing considerable difficulty in the 
maintenance of the CN 709 gyro used in the FD 105 integrated flight syptem. 
Nineteen gyros arc. in support maintenance for repair and five ?re awaiting 
transportation. Only five of all gyros issued sre operational. Lack of 
test equipment to repair the .'■I!/\RN-52 tacan system rt  comnany and GS Malnt 
level precludes repair of the system. 

b. (C) Safety: The Battalion suffered the folloWing incidents/ '' 
flr>cidents during the quarter; 

Vehicle accidents 
Precautionary landings 
Aircraft crashes 
Forced landings 
Incident damage 

2 
4 
3 
4 
1 
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AVCJD-FC 
SUBJECT: Operational Reoort - lessens learned 

(RCS- C-^FOR-lS) 

SECTION II: Comnan^er's Observations and ^cconr endations 

PART I: Lessons Learned: 

1, (C) Operations: 

a. (U) ITEM: Search of prisoners before boarding aircraft 

DJ.^GUSSIOMr. A pilot directed to transport a US Marine who' 
had gone b. serk and killed another ar.ierican a few hours nrior to the flight, 
accepted the inriy 1st licutnant custodian's word that he had Personally 
searched the prisoner "with a fine tooth comb". During the flight the      i 
Marine was restrained with only a seat belt an^ had conplote frer.don of use 
of his hands. On arrivcl at destination, a search revealed two frrgmentation  \ 
grenades .on the person of the prisoner. 

CPCETiVATIO-N: IAW the AC's responsibilitv for the safety 
and security of his aircraft, all dan-erous prisoners should be thoroughly 
searched by 1 crew member under the supervision of the aircraft commander 
and sufficient restraint imposed to preclude interference with crew pembers 
and lirciaft controls in flight. 

b. (C) "TEJI: Identification of FAC by Jet Aircraft 

riSCUSSION; Fast moving tactic?! rircrpft often exrerience 
difficulty in identifying olive drab FAC aircraft upon arrival at rendezuous 
points. This results in a critical dela^ in attacking flecinr targets. 

OBSERVATION: Almost immediate ^entific^tir-n can be obtained 
by the activation of a snoko grenade attached to :he FAC aircraft (six inches 
from the fuselage below the observer's window), 

c. (C) ITEM: Marking personnel targets with hard .«smoke ^renades, 

DISCUSSION: Many 0-1 pilots exoerienceing difficulty with 
smoke rockets, or having run out of them, nark locations of enemy personnel 
for tactical fighters with hand held smoke gren.'des, Enemv personnel familiar 
;vith this procedure have recently begun to smother smoke grenades with loose 
dirt or 9'nd to preclude identification. 

CP'TWATirN! The  concurrent dropping of a tear gas and. a 
smoke grenade has proven to ^c an effective c-untermeasure, 

d. (c) ITEM: Locating VC bunkers and tunnel entrances. 

DISCUSSION: VF aircraft are given the mission to find 
fortified hcuses, bunkers, and tunnel entrances in VC dominated areas prior 
to a ground operation in the area. The nilot often arrives on station to 
find peasants peacefully going about their tasks with no bunkers or tunnels 
in sight, 

9. 
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AVGD-FC 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report - Lessons learned 

(RC3-.GSF0R-65) 

OBSYTcVATICIl:     The dropping of a hamless hand hold smoke 
grenade often sends these peasants scurrying  for camouflaged hunkers and 
tunnels or into on? or two of several houses in s nearby village,    (villr^ers 
associate snoke vdth inpendinr air strikes). 

2,     (U)    Other: 

a.  Signal 

(1) 17FT''r    Ion;: ranp;e FM conr.unäations 

DIoCu'^r.IQV,    The battalion headquarters at Da Fang was 
required to establish reliablo radio cornunications with the t'-io conpany 
base areas at Hu^ Fh^. 'JSLX.-.     T'.ie rascr. arc 38 nautical miles away with a 
4500 foot ueuntar.n ran/'.o between.    Conventional configurations of fll/vPC ~hb 
radio and PC 292 antennas provided mrginal comunications at best, 

OBS OVATIONS:    The /)N/WC-46 with the vehicular antenna 
tuniftg unit counted on a .30 foot hiph ^/GRIt-k pole nrovided reliable 
comunir=tlons on high power with squelch on.    /m HP - 8 coaxial cable 
connects the antenna unit to the radio transmitter and p. vehicular matching 
unit cable was extended using WD-1 cable, 

(2) ITEM:     Plate trimmer capacitor on fM/VSG - 2 

DL^CUSSIO!-':    The nlate trimmer ca^citor en the unit's 
/iM/VSC-2 HF SSB radio  tolt.-rpe failed after four hours of operation.     TTie  OS 
unit could, not replace the  item because none were  available r.nd could not 
give a due out date.    The unit has a high priority requirement  for the radio 
teletype net as no other reliable cpnaHlitv exists for naintainin*? contact 
with higher headouartors. 

OBSET'V/.TIOF:     T^e set has been o^eratin,'? perfectly since 
August with the  capacitor removed from the circuit. 

\ 

b.  Safety.; , 

(1)     ITM: Fuel Drain Bottle 

BI^CUSSIOF:    ¥ith the advent  of the monsoon season,   it 
is imperative that an adequate check be made for fuel crntamination during 
pre-flight.    'dequate chocking does not mean dr-ininr fuel onto the rround, 

OB^FV/.TIOK:    A handy device for this purpose can he 
fashioned using a snail instant tea or coffee   iar and an M-14 expended 
cartridge.    Simply broizo  the cartridge to the lid of t^e jar after cutting 
off the brse of the cartridge.    Construct,  if possible,  one per aircraft to 
be kept in the aircraft at all times. 

r 
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AVGD-FC 
SUBJECT:    Operational Peport - Lessons Learned 

(Kcr;-csF0K-65)' 

PART II:     Recnnnendations: 

1. ^U)    Personnel: 
\ 

N 

a. PT OT.1^; The current aerial nort o.f Artbnrkstion for 
this unit for flirhts out of chantry is Cam r^.hn Pa^-. Da Mane is a ?OF for 
BMi cnC COWS flights. In-country flights from Da Mane to Cam r?Jin Dav for 
personnel poing on R&P or rotation to CONUS unnecessarily burdens the in- 
country flight system, /.dditionally, operational exipencies often preclude 
arrival at Can; I'anh in timo  i^r  scheduled flirhts, 

.! ^COi •":';:IDJ'TICM:    Procedures should be established to 
furnish US Amy nersnnpo.l st^t-ioned in the ICTZ väth quotas for R&T an^ CPNUS 
flirhts departing x'mm, thi Da lir.iig POE. 

b„    PPOEIEf'I:     Because in-country nublications are not 
available in COMUS channels, units placed on D-l status are unable to train 
their staffs in in-countrv administrative procedures or Hevelope realistic 
draft SOP's in COMJS.    After denlovnent, establishment of base areas and 
pre~"• rations for meeting operational status requirer.innts,  precludes temediate 
training and development of SOP's. \ 

\ 
RECOrl>R.T).\TION:    The major subordinate comnan':1 scheduled'    v- 

to receive the unit in-country should assemble and forward to thy unit a 
crmplete set of apnlicable in-country regulations as soon rs possible after 
the univs formrticn. 

2. (c)    Logistics 

.-;.-     (C)    PPOPLEM:    P.ef para 7f^(2)sFction I abrve. 
Support raaintanance personnel report that the CF709 gi.nro used in the FD 
105 integrated flight system on Kohawk aircraft nust be sent to C^MU^ for 
repair.    One of the Mohawk units assigned to tsis Battalion h's nineteen 
CN709 gyros in for repair.    Gyro is indespensable for IFP Mohawk flxphtp,   -".nd 
hence critical to maintenance of the area aerial siTvei-TDance nroT^nm. 

PSCOWlEfATION:    A repair facilitv for the C^T709 
gyro should be establishe'' in countr1/, or on adequate direct exchange 
program instituted \-n.th sufficient float gyros to maintain a higher ner- 
centage of OV-l's capable of IPP flights. 

.b,     (U)    PP0PJ3I:    Ref pf?r /; a, section I above, n.-ny 
critical supply items are on hand in supply yards in-country but not avail- 
able to would bo users because stock records are not accurate an--1 up to date 
in dept  supply offices. 

RECCM'raTD'TION:    Cleser control should be exercised 
over depot inventories and records to preclude huilding excess r'fjranis for 
items on hand, and to get supplies out to users more expeditiously, 

11. 



AVGD-FC 
SUBJECT: Operational report 

(p.sc-:j;irm-55) 
Lessons Learned 

;■, ('.')    PROBIM: Base development has been a problem 
in the I Corps area and appep.rc that it'will continue to be. Military con- 
struction^ Army ,'";CA) prs.jec'-. requests (DD Form 1391) take longer to process 
than in 11, III, I? Corps areas due to the requirement of cross funding. This 
necessitates the submission of LI Form 1391's 3 to 6 months prior to arrival 
of unit in-count:rr if construction is to begin close to arrival time of unit. 

IffiCOMMMrAT LvT: Where possible, units be assigned'loca- 
tion? and sponser-.^p; units j^b•, , o 1391's at the earliest possible date. 

3.  ("ij Hcsoa.-J.i and Development 

:0'?' 0-\  aircraft receive excessive ground fire when 
pi'ot'ä turn o:> t\v.  6.-iji..^ rotat . ^ beacon light on the belly of the aircraft, 
Tht. :ight is needed to prevent nid air collisions, 

REGOMMSJDATION: The grimes light should be moved to the 
to;- of the aircraft where it could be seen from the air but not from the ground. 
The. reflector would have to be positioned to exclude excessive light from the 
crc!c;j..t. 

STRIBUTION: 
3 ACSFOR DA 
2 USAKPAC 

3 USARAV 
1 1st Avn Bde 
1 IFFORCW 

17th CAG 

HOHVELD R TORGERSEN 
LTC, m 
Commanding 

i 
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AVGD-SC   (16 Nov 67) 1st Ind 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967 

(U) 

HEADQUARTERS, 17TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APO 96240    27 Nov 67 

TO:    Commanding General, 1st Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 

1. (U)    The 212th CSAB Operational Report for Quarterly Period 
Ending 31 October 67 is forwarded for information and action as necessary. 

2. (G)    This Headquarters has reviewed the report and concurs with 
the following exceptions: 

a. (C)    Reference item concerning Tech Supply support from Qui 
Nhon, Section I, para 4b, page 5,    Concur.    This has been a continual 
problem area, however, recent efforts by the 212th CSAB to resolve this 
problem by establishing a liaison team at Qui Nhon have improved this 
situation. 

b. (C)    Reference Armament Maintenance, Section I, para 4b, 
page 6.    Non Concur.    A research of available reports indicate 282d gun- 
ships were ready 50^ of the time.    This co. pares favorably with the 17th 
CAG averages.    However, it is recognized this was made possible through 
the resourcefulness of the units command and maintenance personnel. 

c. (C)    Reference Personnel and Administration, Section I, 
para 6a, page 6:    "....transfer of personnel and finance records of 750 
officers and 664 em,. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

/ 

■/ - ■ 

,->/'H.  H.  KRAPFlfL 
MAJOR, Infanitry 
Adj utant 
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AVFA-GC-ÜT (13 Nov 6?) 2d Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period Ending 

31 October 196? RCS ÜSFOR-65 212th CSAB (UJ 

HEADQUARTERS, 1 FIELD FORGE V1ETNM, APU V6350    1 ii DEC 19S7 

TO:  Commanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, APO 963^7 

This headquarters has reviewed the ^12th Combat Support Aviation 
Battalion Operational Report - Lessons Learned for the quarterly period 
ending 31 October 1967 and concurs with the basic document as modified 
by the previous indorsement, 

FOR THE COHMAIMDER: 

^^ 

MN 

;.! 
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AVHGC-DST (13 Mov 6?) 4th Ind (C) 
SUBJECT:  Operational Report - Lessons Learned (RGS-CSFOR-65) 

IffiAH^UaRTJiRS, UNiTLÜ bTnTLS kBM  VlL'TNAl-i, :\PO  San Francisco 96375 £6 JAN 1963 

TO:  Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

1, (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons 
Lenrned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 196? from Headnuarters, 
212th Combat Support Aviation Jattalion (UX4A) as indorsed, 

2. (c) Pertinent cornnents follow. 

a. Reference item concerning R-R and COKUS flights, page 11, para- 
graph la:  nonconcur. The GONUS passenger channel from Da Wang goes to 
Norton Air Force üase, San Bernardino, California. There is no Arrny facili- 
ty on that Installation for receiving and processing personnel. Army per- 
sonnel entering GONUS at Norton Air Force Base would be required to travel 
to Oakland for nrocessing. This would cost approximately $40.00 per man in 
travel pay, and would delay oersonnel an extra day on their departure for 
leave, in addition, it is not considered economical to operate a one-way 
channel lift, i. e.. Da Hang/Travis or Da Lang/LcChord. If a new channel 
was to be established to Da ^ang there would be a requirement for an addi- 
tional in-country replacement facility at that point which would be an ad- 
ded cost. Necessary coordination is being effected to have the unit's R&R 
allocation tieparturc point transferred to Da Nang. 

b. Reference item concerning forwarding of publications, page 11, 
paragraph lb. A weekly review is now conducted by H^ USARV to determine 
units requiring in-country publications prior to deployment. Control pro- 
cedures have been strengthened to insure units receive publications prior 
to arriving in-country. 

c. Reference item concerning repair facility for ON-709 gyro, 
page ]1, paragraph 2a:  Concur, action will be taken by this headquarters 
to determine the feasibility of repairing the C;,;-709 g7ro at the Floating 
aviation .-.Hi ntenance Facility. 

d. Reference item concerning excess demands for items on hand, 
page 11, paragraph 2b:  Concur. The purpose of Project Counter II, present- 
ly in-country, is to search out problems of this nature and correct them. 

16 

V.- W i -s. i L> L :  i 



■p mMHnMHHHBHMHRli muPMHRPPi ipppppw^ in pmiiiü ■«miii 

11-^ IT 

AVHGG-DST  (13 Nov 6?) 4th Ind ( C) 
SUBJECT:     Operational Report - Lessons Learned (RCS-CSFOH-65) 

e. lieference item concerning base development^   page 12,  paragraph 
2c;  and 3d indorsement,  paragraph 2:     Monconcur.    The processing time for 
construction requests  {'JD 1391)   is  no longer for the 1  Corps area than in 
other  Corps areas.    Army MCA  construction in 1 Corps is  done  by Kavy con- 
struction battalions,  not Army engineer troop units.     Thus,  a time lag 
occurs with the issuance of r.ACV  construction directives through Navy 
channels,     xt is not deemed appropriate or advisable to obtain construc- 
tion approval for facilities for an incoming unit until after arrival,  due 
to the fact that  stationing plans for these units are  subject to change. 

f. ueference item concerning research and development,  page 12, 
paragraph 3:     Concur.    The unit  concerned should submit an KLR on reloca- 
tion of the Grimes i^ight.    Ko further action by higher headquarters is 
recommended. 

3.     (U)     A  copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the report- 
ing unit through channels, 

FOR Tfo CUiv /L-iULR: 

«f 

G. S. NAKA'iSUKASA 
Captain. AGC 
Assistam Arljnlfuii (ieneral 

Copy  Furnished: 

FL,   212th  Combat 
HL,  1st Avn Bde 

ipt Avn Bn 
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CONHEIflÄL 

GP0P-DTC13 Nov  67) (U)  5th  Ind 
SUBJECT:     Operational  Report for  the  Quarterly Period  Ending  31  Octobtr 

1967   from HQ 212th Cbt Spt Avn  Bn   (UIC:   WDX4AA)   (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

HQ,  US ARMY,  PACIFIC. APO San Francisco 96558       1     MAR ^S8 

TO:     Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for Force  Development,   Department  of   the 
Army,  Washington,   D.   C.   2 0310 

This  headquarters  has evaluated  subject report and  forwarding 
indorsements and  concurs in the report as  indorsed. 

FOR THE  COMMANDER  IN CHIEF; 

J;L K. F. OSBOURH 
/ MAJ, AGC 

Asst AG 
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