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a. 0P0RD 28-66 (Hevised) (Operation ^^A), Headerrbers, 
2d Brigade, 5 July 1966, 

b. OPORD Ö-66 (0ner~tion Sä), HeedouartPrs, 1st Battalion 
27th Infantry, 7 July 1966. 

1.   VkV::> CP^IgTTITY A^g^g^ 07 BSSglg^ 

"BT" "Search fnd Destroy, 

2-    gia 0F O'^-TION:    S-13 Jv.ly 1966, 

3.    LCCATICn;   H?u N^hl^ Province, vest of-the Oriental. Rjver    ' 
and Sast of the Cambodian Border.    (See Annex/, Operations 0\''erlpy\ 
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4. SS33S. ^p fiCS^Sagf •"TK^coWöll/ee^t-^be-s ( ?d 
Erigpde, 25th Infentr;'- Division, directed thi»t T71/27 Inf conduct 
en ?irmobile .^ssult on Cbj 1 (3CT3207), c^nmencinp 0^0630 hrs 
July 1966 to establish e brttalion b?se.   A second rirmob5.1e 
assault vres directed on Obj 2 (XT2808) with one (l) cor>-*ny ore- 
pared, on order, to conduct a seahsh and destroy mission on Obj 3 
(XT2706),   Elements to be 8ir3^nded on Obj 2, and possibly Obj 3, 
were to be extracted NLT 0ßl500 July.   Pi'rther, TFi/27 Inf ^s 
directed to co: duct eagle fli«rhts in the assioped AO from 9-1° 
July. 

5. RTrOIlTI!^ 0??ICER!    Lt Col Alvin L. O'Neal. 

6. TASK OROf.llT'A'riOl': 

a. Al/27 Inf (Capt Jlayone) 

Demo Teem, B/65 Sngr 
1 National Police 
1 Interpreter 

b. Bl/27 Inf (Capt Gerrett) 

Demo Team, B/65 Snsr 
1 National Police 
1 Interpreter 

c. Cl/27 Inf (Capt L?ski) 

Demo Team, B/65 ^n-^r 
1 National Tolice 
1 Interpreter 

d. Battalion Control 

Recon ^Iptoon 
AT Plrtoon 
Hv Mort?r Platoon 
Slem 1?5 Si«? 
Elem, 25 KID 
Btry A (-) 1/0. Art^ 

7. SIPPOHTirCr FCaCZ-S; 

a.   Artillery Support:   i/o Arty^vith attachments, £"0 (-) 
3/13 Arty, D (-).3/l3 Artv^DS to l/?7 fiif. 

' b.    Hov and v.-hen artiU.eiy enployed:   Oh 7 July the 1/8 
Arty (-), consistinf of •? control elenent, K^. i/o, Cl/8,iC?)tl3 
(Three (3) 155mm ho^dtzers), and D3/I3 (t^o (2) 0" ho\dtzers). 
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At. 
v«re. propositioned vicinity Ap Dong"Höa. (XTZi/»2i.067) # - Gn?7 'July, 
Btry A (-) 1/8 Arty, v«s attached to T?l/27 Inf and established 
a fire support base vribin the TFl/27 Inf Bn defense perimeter 
on 8 July;   The arty brttery pcconnanied the En into the AO by 
airlift, remained within the brtt.'iion defense Derimeter through* 
out the onerption, and \&s airlifted back to its Cu-Chi perimeter' 
base upon tenaination of the operrtion.   Throughout the ooeration, 
1/8 Arty supported with preplanned and on-ceü-l f jres. 

c. Results of /rtil.lery: 
(1) Artiller«- defensive concentrations were ^lotted 

to enconpass the battalion defense peri? cter, 
(2) After coimlet5n<?; r precision reeistration, the 

registration piece was adjusted b""- wi aerial observer onto three 
(3) different targets.    The dat" for .rc-)lot established bv the 
adjustnents aided in iden-tifylng ^And'-rrks by coordinates on en 
aerial photo that were not portrayed on the battle pan, 

(3) Co-location of the 4.2" nortar section end 
lOSma How battery FDC's, provided a mutual control in the mrocessins 
of firing data.   This close working punrery resulted in econoc^ 
of fire support and massing of fires as the situation dictated, 

(4) Artillery preparations on landing zones end 
objectives gave the heir) colter assault force the advantare of 
moving into areas that vrere partially neutralized by the fires, 

(5) Bll fires were eriployed throughout the AO'and 
were delivered by all caliber, • from both fire support bases, into 
areas formally unaccesaible to artlHery due to ranffe, 

(6) The use of tfPparking ro\jndsrassisted patrols . 
in land navigation to and from rmbjigh site's durin" the hours of 
darkness, 

(?) Concentrations plotted in suprjort of ambushes 
were employed with success.    On 10 July 1966, artillery ond L,7n 

mortar fires served as an effective blT.kin^ force when * ^S 
ambush eag'^ed a ten-man VC patrol.   The VC were enfjaecd with 
small arms.   The 81mni mortars were caller close-in and hovdtzer 
and mortar fires sealed off escape routes for the Viet Con«?, 
This action proved ejrtrcmol'«'" rewarding and netted a total of 
6 VC KIA (BC), 2 KIA (poss) and one captured VC (UIA). 

(8) Enemy autoretic weapons firing hampered free 
movement of the CtC helicopter during a two (2) eotryny sween 
elong the densely foliated area near the Oriental R5ver.    The 
firing was silenced after artillery was employed against it, 

d. Array Aviation: 

operations. 

(1) Kow and v;hen Aruy Aircraft used: 
(a) Command and Control aircraft for «round 

(b) Airlift of troops and equipment to end 

c %\\ 
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from the AO,   \*\J>L \ -»   .'.w' P^-W 
(c) All resuppl^ 

(2) Results of Arcy ryirtion:   Arry air support 
was a decisive factor in accoraplishihg the mission in operation 
EWA.   The helicopter support provided TFl/27 Inf with a high 
degree of flexibility pnd mobility.   The lT6th .'vi'tion Company 
(AinaDbile) was in direct support of TFl/27 Inf throughout the 
operrtion, and presented the battalion with c quick reaction 
capability.   The rvpil^bility of choppers also enabled "TFl/?? 
Inf to execute a nrxiinun nuciber of missions throughout the oper?« 
tion over a very Irrge rssigned AO,   As a result, the VC were 
continually harassed throughout the d?y bjr forces rrnging from 
rifle fire tcomr» to conpany sized elements. 
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a.    Enemy situation nrior to o-'cr^tion:   The *ssicned 
area of operation has long been the ooerrtionrl are? of the 267th' 
and 269th Main Force Brttalions of the  Dong Then 2 (DT2) Regiment, 
the 506th Local Force B?ttrlion, the C2 Locrl Force Company, and 
the C120 Local Force Company,   Numerous pl?toon ^nd scu?d sized 
guerrilla forces were -Iso known to be located in the area.   The 
267th and 269th battalions had estrblished ? onttem of oT3er*»tinsr 
in close proocimity to the Oriental River unless forced to withdraw 
to the Cembodirn Border ?rea due to the pressure of US or ARVN 
operations.    The 506th battalion h-^s g:ener?lly o^errted 3n>nd 
a-ound the "Horseshoe  .rcr» of the Oriental ?dver (}35693).    The 
C2 conneny h?d a p?st history of oricrrtincr rlon* the Trcst side 
of the Oriental Pdver ?nd it hrs been nrcner~lly believed that 
this company h?s nrovided security for'movement of VC BUOplit« 
into ? location vie y!S5493.    The C120 eormmy »cnerr.liy o^er^ted 
in the vie of the HHT HO.'. Su^T 13.11 locrted vie ::T54bC72. 
Numerous platoon and scuad sized guerrilla forces operated out 
of the many villpges ?nd h^nlets in the ?rca,   Nunercus VC supply 
and infiltrrtion routes vere reported to traverse the entire AO, 
Secret VC brses were rc-)orted within rnd in close pro:dmity to 
the are?.    On 25 June 1966, two SrAR reports origin?ted vie '2S56Ö923. 
The area in vie XS490970 revealed intense SPAR rctivity durin» the 
early pert of June,.  A VC herdquarters'was believed to h?vc been 
situ?.tcd in this rrea.   During the month of April, a VCC declrred 
to his crptors thrt four pmmunition caches belonging to the LONG 
AN Provincial Force wore located "west of the Orient?! R.-'.ver vie 
Xr54Ö013, XS460889, end XS550960.   These crches were supposed  ' 
to be located in grnvcy^rds and measured 1-5 meters deep pnd A,5m 
on crch side.    Supposedly, vro^den covers were r)lpced over the 
graves vdth a Ir^er of srnd rnd cement on top.   The c?che was 
camouflaged to ap-ie*r p.* a grave,    A VC captive reported in early 
July thrt TKO I2D (XT2808) >rs the site of r VC c?mp where four US 
and several ARVN POU's were being held.    Other recent reports of 
VC octivity in the area were sixty (60)-VC reported to Ivve moved 
on 9 June from vie XS5453Ö2 to XS538923, ev?lurtion F-3; VC platoon 
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reported zx> be located vie XT/fß0015 on 16 ouno, evalu?tioft F-^2; 
AR fire received on 18 June from vie XT505025 and Xr484018j 
VC sramunition point with forty (40) c?so3 locrted \Q.C XS548923 
on 19 June, evalu?tion F-3; unidentified VC b?tt?lion reported 
on 20 June to be located vie XS538910, evaluation ?-3| 506th 
battalion supply section r.ported moving five satepsns of rice 
and ammo on 21 June to location vie XS537910*   On 22 June, a 
5th SFG agent reported a VC intc-rzone comrittec ^d established 
a supply base near the Orient?! Tdver with an economics and 
finance office location vie XS4Ö4962 and a food storr«re ?rca 
located vie XS1949 

b,   Eneny Situation DurinT the Operation:   The VC 
evaded US forces during the -seriod the opcrrtion vas corductcd. 
Usual guerrilL" tactics (employment of booby traös, olnos, 
harassing/sniper fire) were not used extensively,    Infornption 
from a mple detrir.ee indicated thrt'thc US and ARVN PCT'T,s 
reported to be at THO ID vie XTP808, vrcro taken to Ba Thu vie 
Xr265C35 on 30 June 1966.    The TFO ID (}Cr230ö) and Coc Hug 
(Xr2806) areas were confirmed es hexnr VC bases or rest areas 
along a reported supply and liaison route as evidenced by: (1) 
documents and medical supplies indicttir^ ? medical frcility, 
and (2) the lerge nunbor of fortlfiod buni'crs, .foxholes, tren- 
ches, tunnels, hr?sty j.ean-to's, outdoor fire pjts, and camou- 
flaged huts.   The arny bunkers found h^rl no firin» oorts,'could 
house 5-10 men each, snd had an overhead mud cover apnroximately 
1^ feet thick.   The buakera and tunnels were located on small 
wooded and elevated ar^as of land throurtioub the rice and reed 
fields.    Numerous bunkers vere PISO found at DUG HUE vie XT3208. 
The 269th En, Dr2 licrt, also reported located at THO MO-Coc 
Ring area, was reported to hrve moved to HOA K^ANK near canal 3 
vie XS498975> on the sane day US operations coJr'onC'd.    On 10 
July an ambush patrol froin. Co Bl/r? Inf wade contact vdwh 10 
VC.   Interrogation of VC ^JA fron this, en^jeeaent reve-led that 
the 10 VC were from the C120 conpfny locrted at DUC KUE.   The.- 
VC left their company at KT THUAN hamlet (XT375098), for the  ■■ 
1/27 Inf Base Camp.   Their mission was to find the 1/27 Inf 
CP, locate possible VC mortar positions, and determine US do- / 
fenses in the area.   After completing their mission the 10 VC, 
were directed to join the conrany at MT THÜAN DONG (::T450048).\ 
The C120 Company was reported to be comoosed of 120 men cL'.vided' 
into three platoons and a rued with l-60mm mortar, l-81mm mcrtar, 
2-B40»s, l-57mm HR, 3-30 Cal M> and assorted rifles.   Also, 
on 10 July, section officials reported that the 506th Local    ' 
Force Bn and tho 269th En DT2 Rogt vere located in vie Xr4503, 
An operation conducted on 11 July in the area *hero the 2 
battalions and the C120 company were reported to be loc.-'ted 
produced no significant contact.   On 11 July, cocuments found 
at DUC HUE (XT327079), indicated s VC induction and recruiting 
facility in that vicirit^ fr.r Ue entire DUC KIT? District.   Cxi 
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12 JiOy, e VC *cdic captured by Bl/?7 Inf, disclosed th?t the 
BIIH KCA TAY  -iTl-e (XT/.3OO)   "crri.l.la unit, consisting of 70 
ncn, WP.S located vie Xri>300, and that a VC   - ^.cl tr*5.ning 
center w?s reported to be located at ?CS^?96.   A" CvT.-tion on 
12 Ju\;' »Ion« the R/>CH IXfell ■^■JT fror xr394138 to the C-brdi?n' 
Bos-'or vie XT320133, a reported VC ?-^?iitr?tio-' ?nd supply route, 
uncovered a Iprge niu^ber of s^nprns indicating B vrell-utilized 
v:aterwr.y,    Hvxvcr, no trenches, bunkersj or fo.rholcs, were dis- 
covered along the river,   /■ trr the o^cr^tion, en interrogation 
of VC c^'tured revealed that a VC L'bor Pai^oo F^-toon cor posed 
of 3 sqmds and one guerrill? squrd operated in GIOITi rao'(ys/..099), 
and that a 30 raan VC    ilitia plstoon was locted at "I0?'G ^.7.0 
•■arlet, vie XT3614. 

c. Torr*in and VT'-'thcr:   T!    terrain is typic?T of the 
D;lta Ro ion of Srvt!   Vf^tnrti,   T .ro rrs nwierous cm? Is, rivers, 
streams, and flpt rice fields,    tirny of the rice fields pre 
presently overgrown with weeds, ^nd T'herc the '-rter level is higher, 
fields of reeds predominate,   T' " T:.-ter level in the rice fields 
varies from a few inches to waist deep,   ^Vtt-tod arcrs of land 
are dispersed throughout the rice and rcod fields.    T r "Ttcr level 
in the eastern portion of t1e AO :■* l^'cr, fnd large rrers are 
devoted to farm crops.    K^wcr, due to the const-nt afternoon   find 
evening rains, even the elevated are^s of .Vnd are wet md muddy, 

d, Cr.lc Action/P'r ar &."■ .Vftioo of the Pmjlftiont 
C5; ic action conducted during this operation consi.sted prim^rily 
of the evacurtion of refugees,   T/r-nvhout the o^er^tioral "ror, 
units of 1/27 I^f found ci-'/ilians vho desired to be ev^cu^ted to 
areas under OW control,   A tot^l of 26U such personnel were evac- 
uated to Dv.c Kv. (XTA307), '.'here control md res^onsib-'lity for 
the refugees passed to GVN 'vthorities,   A rsrall number, ap^roxi- 
sptely 20, recuested evacuation, but onl3r if their v-ter buffalo 
were -Iso evacuated,   D"   t^ tactical recui-nents and a lack of 
suitable transportation for these vrter buffalo, it wrs not •nos- 
ible to meet this rccuirenent and the people remained in the area, 
Tho attitude displayed by this small ^roup of civilians was consi- 
der? bly different fron the vast rr ferity of rcfu~ees, who were 
quite willing to lorvo ftli'-thcir possessions in order to re*ch the 
securijr of GVN c^trol,    L'-flet dro^s werr executed throughout 
thb AO. 

9.    MS3I0N:   TFl/27 conducts ?imobile assrult into C':-* 
VJAIKIKI (xr320Ö), coirenclJig 080630 Ju^.y I966 to locate and des- 
troy VC forces, supplies, and base areas in AO,    0   ration will 
include eagle flights, reconnaissance, -irtrorin.?, and helibome 
reaction forces to locate and destroy elements of the 267th, 269th, 
and 506th VC Vtta.lions, 
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10*    COrxrePT OF OPER'.TIO^; <■;■•• VviL 

a. PFXSE,I;   Bl/27 3nf conducts rn fimobilo ^ss^ult 
into OBJ I (LZ WAIKirj) rt OSO63O Jul to seize the old French 
fort ares vie Xr326079, c^nd to establish # securit;'- perineter 
for the crtilleiy brttery firing position«   At 080645 Jul, Btry 
A, I/O Arty, will be r.irlrndcd br Chlnnbk helicopter to OBJ I 
OrAIiaKI), rnd will quickly -rc^re'to support TFl/27 Inf units 
in the conduct of coribat operptions.    OBJ TTAIKII<:i \all become 
the battalion base., 

b. PHASE Hi   Cl/27 Inf conducts'airnobile -"ss^ult into 
OBJ 2 (TRIPLGR) "vie :CT2850Ö5 «»t Q80715 Ju.ly.    Company force vrill 
conduct S*J) -perations in OBJ 2 (TPIPLER) to locate rnd destroy VC 
forces, instpllftions, and supplies,    Comrny forces vrill be extrac- 
ted by hclibome lift HIT 081500 July and moved to Bn b--se (WIKIFI). 

c. PKASB Hit Al/27 Inf wil?. bo airlifted from Cu Chi 
base at 080715 to ,:/.IKIKI - TRIPJKR Objective ?>re". C-T.v^ny will 
be prepared-to bo rirlrnded en 03J THPISR to rseist Cl/27 Inf in 
,its mission, or be airL-hded to OBJ 3 (SUNSET) to conduct SfD oper- 
ations against VC forces.   If Al/27 T.t£ is Pirlifted to an objec- 
tive area other then T'AIKIKI, the co;:->any \r±V. be exbrpcted snd 
Pirllfted to "AIIIKI HU 081500 Jul;-. 

d. PEV3F,-IV;   HHC 1/27 Inf vl.U be airlifted fr.im Cu Chi 
base to OBJ I'FAIKIKI,    LZ time 080800 July,    HHC. 1/27 Inf will assist 
ftfi bhö^establisBmcnt of-bsttrlion defense base, 

e«    PHASE V;- TFl/27 Inf conducts dsily W.«le flints, 
reconnaissrnce petrols, S^dD operations, and fast re?ction'force 
operations in assigned A0 to locate rnd destroy VC forces, 

*• ES^S SL1 Operation H'A terminates end'1/2*1 Inf is 
returned by hclibome lift, 

11,    EXSCUTIOIT: 

8 JULY 1966 

TFl/27 Inf bog^n Ora'TOT 1?%,    '11 elcmcnJ-.s of TFl/27 Inf 
were airlifted from Cu Chi to the operational aroa during'the early 
morning.   Bl/27 Inf end KKC 1/27 Inf were airlifted.*iato CBJ ^AIKIKI 
(Obj l) to clear the area and establish a base cmp.   CX/27 Inf 
was airlifted into OBJ TPIFLTCR (Obj 2) to conduct S rnd D operations. 
They were later extracted by helicopter rnd airlifted to battalion 
base at WOKZKZ.   A Btry, 1/8 Arty, waa airlifted into OBJ KMKIKI 
to provide fire support during the o->crrtion, 

• At 06l0 hours, Bl/27 Inf, Bn Gönnend C-roup, elements of KKC 1/27 
Inf, and A1/Ö Arty advance p?rty, were rirlifted from Base C?inp 
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Cu Chi to OBJ WAIKIKI loc vie XT324081.   The base camp was eatflb- 
lished without eneiiiy contact,   Al/8'Arty airlanded at Base Can?) 
v'aikiki at 0650 hrs ?nd established ar artillery fire support 
base. 

At 0700 hrs, Cl/27 Inf ws airlifted fron Cu Chi to OBJ 
TRIPIER loc vie XT287076,    Mo enemy contact was encountered and 
Cl/27 Inf be,«:?n serrch rnr' destroy o^erptions in northern half of 
OPJ TRIPLSR.   During tl 0 sw^ep Cl/27 Inf found a camp site for 
12-15 VC which had been used 6 or 7 drys before,   A smell catche 
of medical supplies contain^jig aspirin and penicillin were found. 
One VCS was captured and evacuated to BAO TRM,   Eleven refugees 
were evacuated*to DUC HUE,   At 1502 hrs, Cl/27 Inf wss extracted 
by helicopter to battalion b?se at VAIKIKI. 

Al/27 Inf was airlifted to OBJ TRIPISJl at 0739 hrs, and begen 
search and destroy operations in the southern half of the objec- 
tive,   Al/27 Inf found two small camp sites containing two loose 
50 cal rds and two black pa.iama. tops.   A family in the area re- 
lated their belief that 65 VC were operating in the area.   One 
camouflaged sampan was found and destroyed.   Twenty-one (21) 
refugees were located and evacuated.to DUC HIE.   Al/27 Inf called 
In a helicopter ^unship team to investigate e report of several 
men in the area.   The '-unships located several lean-to structures 
and fired several bursts of MS fire .into tvcn with negative result^. 
At 1520 hrs, Al/27 Inf was extracted by helicopters to battalion 
base at 'vAIKIKI.   Tho Recon platoon svre^t the battalion base area 
perimeter and located several holes vhich were marked to be des- 
troyed the follovrinj? day. 

At 1526 hrs, one platoon Bl/27 Inf departed the brttalion   \ 
base by helicopter lift to investigate a suspected catche loca-   ■ 
ted vie XT26206O,    Recon platoon located the catche and. destroyed . 
the following:    four (4) tons of rice, 1800 lbs of feHilizer and 
one cart.   The helicopter gunships had made the orieinal report   ' 
of a suspected cache,  to the battalion command fqroup.   The location> 
of the cache  wasbtvlieved to be a VC stopover point.    Huts were 
of a temporary construction and were well camouflaged, 

f 

TFl/27 Inf established six night ambushes within 500 meters 
of the outside tierimetcr of the battalion base.    Ml ambushes 
reported negative enemy contact. 

During the day's operations, helicopters wore used extensively 
for aerial recon missions throughout the AO,    Constant surveillance 
was placed over all suspected VC locations in order to keep the 
VC on the run.   Additionally, the helicopter pilots were able to 
locate targets which were considered to be lucrative in future 
operations. 

u 

3 

O t 
 rNfPTMT1!  ft 1 

UM 



"»»I III— 

V I N ■tlA.L 

c 
9 JULY 1966 

Two comprny and tvo platoon sizsd operations were conducted* 
on 9 July;   Al/27 Inf w?s ordered to return to OBJ SU!*S:'7T, Obj 3, 
to continuo serrchin» for VC holdings while Bl/27 Inf'WPS to con- 
duct a series of eagle flights utilizing two platoons,   Cl/27 Inf 
conducted a plrtoon eagle flight into the arer south of the bat- 
talion base during the eprl3r pftemoon.   The Rocon platoon con- 
tinued to sweep selected areas close to the b?tt?lion brse for 
the purpose of destroying VC tunnels, bunkers, pnd known VC houses. 

At 0825 hrs, /.1/27 Inf was Pirlifted to OBJ SUTSET vie XT285056 
b;'- the 116th Avn Co (Airmobile),   Co A irpde a thoroush se-rch of 
the area.    No VC contact was made but Al/27 Inf found numerous 
articles indicating the presence of the VC.   Ifedical supplies, 
VC documents, plastic gas mpsks, esrpended 30 and 50 crl rounds, 
ard a clay model of   a   UH-ID helicopter were ?mong the items 
found. 

While on OBJ SUNSET, Al/27 Inf destroyed twenty VC structitros, 
one and a hslf tons of loose, unhusked rice-, ten gallons of gas- 
oline, and one l^.vse srmppn lorded vdth v lar^e supply of cookin.p 
sauce.   The sampan had been hidden and well camouflaged.    It wa.s . 
found near a locrtion believed to be a food preparation area for 
the VC.    One vornan and two children rcfutees were found on the 
objective.   These people were rirlifted to the refugee center at 
DUC HUE,    Ten bags of rice were evrcu?ted ' ith the family,   Llflf* 
Inf was extracted fron OBJ SWSBT and rir.lifted b?ck to battalion 
base at 1440 hrs. 

Bl/27 Inf conducted t^o platoon sized e^glc flights into 
objectives FJKSS loc vie XT3210 and X-H/.Y loc vie XT3311.    1B1/27 
Inf airlanded on OBJ r.KKEHl at 0921 hrs.   Ho VC contpct was made. - 
Forty refugees were found and evacuated to DUC KTE.    The plrtoon/ 
founfl and destroyed eighteen tons of rice on site and evacuated 
two tons of rice to battalion b^sc. 

At 1258 hrs, both platoons were extr?cted from the two objäo*- 
tives and airlifted to the norther-t to OBJ ZULU loc vie XT2910. 
Here Bl/27 Inf (-) swept across an ^re? thought to be * VC route 
of march.    No contrct wrs made, but the connany found and destroyed 
6l VC str\ictures, one cart, four sampans, and tv;o 105mm duds. 
Twenty refugees were found and recuosted movement to government 
controlled territory.   This wns accomplished by aircraft.    Pl/27 
Inf was airlifted back to battalion base at 1535 hrs. 

Cl/27 Inf manned the base pcriretcr until 1530 hrs.    At that 
tine a platoon eagle flight w?s conducted into an area south of 
the battalion base loc vie Xr3305«    No contpct was made on two 
landings in that vicinity. 
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Brt?« Mtwlloc! Irse.    Thev fourd rnd d( 

( 
^ 

rrpe? north to north-" 
esst of't'M bcttrlio:.-' b^se.    They fourd -^nd destroyed one scranah, 
twenty bunkers, ei^ht VC structures, ^ne turne?, ^nd one AP nine. 
This operrtion VTS concluded at 1300 hrs. 

The f jrst VC contrct of the o-'errtion v?.s nrde »t 2100 hrs 
by one   of three pnibushes wh.ich hrd been nositioned outside the 
battalion b^sc ^criroetor.   At thpt tine, aribush Tirer personnel 
observed nine VC moving in a Proup .to their" fronts The   ' • 
p?trol lecder trited until the VC were well mithin his desim^ted 
killing zone at v/hich tine he proceeded to cut down the VC with 
devastating fire.    The lerder hrd ^ired the first rounds into 
the VC group, one of which detonpted. P  rifle ffren?>do carried on'the 
VC's belt.   In turn, t;.ro other -rcrvdes e:T>loded,   ^Tiile SA, "l7, 
end 11-79 rounds vrere being fired, norter fire wr.s cplled in*on the 
group,   TheVC were un-'ble to return "   sir^le rourd'of fire.   At 
first lisjit, the patrol locrted tiro Chicom crrbinos, one US car- 
bine, two US M-l rifles, one US Thonpson sub IZ, two rifle ^ren^de 
Irimchers, t\;o cartridge belts and 300 rds of SA ^rxio.    The VC 
lost six KIA (BC) ?nd two KIA (poss).    One VC (WLl) was crptured 
by Recon the follovdn» nominor.    The Coru^ndin? Gener?l of"the 
25th Inf Div personally decorated the n?trol leader the following 
morning, 

10 JULY 1966 

Operations conducted on 10 July were executed as ? result of 
intelligence gained from VC sources by higher herdcurrters.    Two 
VC battalions were reported to be locrted on the west side of the 
ORXSITTAL HIVSR vie nU5035.    This infornrtion wrs received on 
the afternoon of 9 Jul;»-,    The Brttrlion Corrrnder irr.ediatelv 
began planning for the new mission. 

At 0Ö30 hrs, the 116th Avn Co ('imobile) lifted tvro ^latoons 
of Bl/27 Inf and tvro ^1'toons o:p Cl/27 Inf into foiu* platoon Irnd- 
ing zones loc"vic Xr454034.    The two coin^rnies landed without 
enenc contact.   The helicopter fire teams reccj.ved only s^or^dic 
snail arms fire.    Pl-toons fron   Bl/27 Inf and Cl/27 Inf were on 
irx-scdiate "standby" ?t the battalion b^se rs wel'  rs the heli- 
copters to lift then.    In addition, -^toons from Al/27 Inf were 
on thirty minute standby.    During the morning, Bl/27 Inf and Cl/^7 
Inf swept'fron the LZ's :•   ' the Oriental Uivcr, searching for 
VC forces.   ITo VC contact vrs made,    -unships continued to conduct 
recon by fire over all canals in the area without-contact.    The 
two cocqpanies destroyed thirty VC identified huts, four bunkers 
and two AP nines in the objective area..    Both conpanies were ex- 
tracted by air and returned to battalion base ct T'AII'IKI, . Artil- 
lery preprratory fires and a preplanned air strike hit the objective 
area prior to the ainriobi?.e assault, 

Al/27 Inf rerrined at battalion base and served as the bat- 
talion security -nd reaction force, 
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Recon^pl^toon rssur.cd tho nission of rrin.trining surveil- 
lance over the VC bodies ^t site of rribush Tiger,   Those v;ore 
the VC killed the night of 9 July.   Rccon plrtoon w^s ^Iso to 
conduct mother serrch of the e.ret for ovj.donce of VC losses 
during the engrgement of the previous night.   Rccon nlrtoon found 
one VC WIA from the fribush enFrgement.    Under in^ erreget ion, the 
VC reverled thrt rt ppproxinrtcly 091800 Jul; he h-d led * ten 
mwi squp,d from MT THAF  hamlet (XT375088) to the 1/27 Inf bfse 
to mp.ke r. recon.   At flpproxiortoly 2000 hrs, his souM VT?»S -.IV 
bushed by US troops.    He strted he -wrs the rssist.^ni platoon 
leader of the 1st Platoon, Cl, Due Hue Coi^rny,   Subsequently, 
much vrlupble intelligence infonrtion WPS nbtrlned fron this* 
VC.   The VC stated t^t his company vsa locrtcd ncr XT^SOC^Ö, 
and tfcrt he w?s to hrve returned to thpt lection after the 
recon of 1/2? Inf b-'se.   This infomptlon VTS flpshöd to the 
bsttrlion connapne'er end Bl/27 Inf checked out tho prop prior to 
extraction.   No sign of the VC eoopeny w?s found.   Recon plstoon 
continued to scorch «abush r.res ?nd found ^nd destroyed t'^o 
sauppns rnd five bunkers. 

TFl/27 Inf conducted six nigjht mbushos vicinity brttrlion 
base*    Two of the pribush pgtrols nrdc ejioiriy cor.trct,   .'.iribush 
Dodge (rr324080) received some probing fire from ?n estirrted 
5-10 VC.   The prtrol leader reported he believed t^o VC did not  /' 
know of his locrtion.    The leader called in 81m mortrr fire     '/ 
rdth unknown results.   Are? w^s searched rt first lieht on 11 ,''* 
July with negctive results,   /.rbush Coronet loc vie Xr322080, f> 

detected noise to their  frort sncl observed rn estinrted 15 VC ' 
far to their front.   Since the enemy ws not in their rnbush   \ 
killing zone, Slnni rnd 4.2" nortrr fire vrere called in.   A       [<. 
search of tho pron ot first light revealed negative results. 
Anbush Coronet destroyed tre sfinprns vrhen returning to b-^se 
from ambush site.    Gunship tc.^ns of the 116th Avn Comprny con- 
tinued to conduct recon .^nd surveillrnce missions over the AO 
during the afternoon rnd evening. 

New ergle fli^jht t?.rq;ets were located rnd e-rciprked for 
opertTtions on succecdinff d^ys.   At 2100 hours, ? ' strrlight" 
mission w?s flown over t" e e?st-west river connecting the C?m-'* 
bodian Border and the Orientcil River.   This river /»lso marked   • 
tho north boundary of the AO.   The nission involved b^ttrlion    ' 
personnel and three helicopters from the direct support airr- •  . y 
mctoile comorny.    One ship vns used as ? control ship rnd c-Tr 
ried two rjersons utilizing the 1-KL6 rifle with starlight scope.   ,. 
Two gunships folloi-.'ed behind.   During the one hour fli«?ht, the'   *.• 
troopers using the starlight located and mprkod tvro VC srrrrns-. 
One s?mpan was sunk rnd one possibi-' sunk br t-ha gunships. 

11 JULT 1966 

Al/27 Inf conducted three platoon sized conb-^t assaults by 
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helicopter into three objectives ^lon» the Hach Tran River, 
The river connects the Cembodian Border (Xr321133) and the-    '    ' 
'Oriental-River (XT39A139).   LZ's were located rt XT34613Ö, 
Xr324133, and XT372147.   The concept o.f this operation was to 
land the three rifle platoons at locations along the river and 
have each platoon sweej!) to the ^rst covering both sides of the 
river.   Since there were numerous s^mp^ns and "le^n-to" tvne 
huts along the bank, and the fact that virtualXv no ^eorsle were 
seen in the area, substrmtlrted the belief that this river was a 
major location for the VC*   Sampans wore seen movin* on the river 
at night, and the area had been hit virtually every night vdth 
H&I fires. 

The air landings began at 0805 hrs and were completed at 
0818 hrs.    Troops made no enertv contact.   A thorough search of the 
river line va.s conducted.    Rubber boats were "used to check ?n.lets 
and under overhanging growth alon^ the banks.    Ounships vr^re used 
to provide constant surveillance over friendly troops pnd to locate 
suspicious wound positions.   At 0847 hrs, aTDproxiwatelv thirty 
civilian nersonnel vrere noted moving north from the river.   Tbey 
appeared to be heading for the vi^la^e of Ap Ch'-nh loc vie XT?418. 
At 0907 hrs, a standby pl^toon from 01/27 Inf was airlifted to 
XT332147 where a snatch was executed.   Twelve o* the fast moving 
civilians were «vbbod, loaded aboard the aircraft and returned 
with the platoon to the battalion Vso "MKIKI for interrogationi 
Al/27 Inf located and destroyed ninety-five '(95) VG i^*-rtified houses, 
ninety-two (92) sampans, nine CBU's and two Chicom »»renade booby 
traps.   One s"mnan had a load of r*w me?t stored in it whic^ was 
destroyed.   Several VC documents were found.    Al/?7'Inf was extrac- 
ted by aircraft and returned to ^ATFU'I rt 1314 hrs. 

3B1/27 Inf conducted a search and destroy operation several 
hundred meters to the South of Tr'ITriri bet^-n 0830 snd l?0O hrs. 
At loc XT319083, eitrht shelter bunkers, four VC identified houses 
and o-^e concrete bunker were destroyed. , 

Rccon platoon conducted s sween ^st-S-ut&east  öf ,T,IFP1 
between 0730 and HOP hrs.   At XT327079, the p.VtoofJ located ^nd ' 
destroyed four VC identified houses.    ''^0 found rt thst location 
were one US pistol belt, two pmmo nouches (one contained VC documents 
and the other contained two h^nd pren'des), one school ba«? of VC   '  •. 
documents, one b?e: of medical supplies, one fl?shli?ht, and a bundle 
of bloody clothing.   At Xr323088 the Tjlrtoon destroyed ei.even bun- 
kers.   At Xr321086, two tons of rice vrere found in an abandoned hut. 
The rice was extracted, 

101/27 Inf conducted a sween due West of b-^tt^.Tion base.   The 
platoon located and destroyed two bunkers, eight tunnels, three 
houses and three samoans.    This sweep bos?n at 0800 and was com- 
pleted at 1130 hrs. 
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At 1600 hrs.>-V" sniDe   hunt'» WPS conducted" vie XT260100.    A 

squ?d from the Pwecon nlrtoon w?s mounted on two heliconters,   t. 
CW eircrpft w.% used as control pnd spotter.    The concept of the 
"snipe   hunt" WPS to conduct ?ir survcillrnce over e rice n?ddy, 
locate suspicious people, rnd drop A scu?d down rnd snatch two to 
four individusls for interrogation.   At approri^te.ly 1610 hrs, 
four persons were ser-n running rc-oss a n^ddy.   The scuad was landed 
end a total of four persons were snatched.   Ounships escorting the 
three helicopters flushed sever.?! VC in the ruddies.    JTost vcre 
armed.    Three VC, ?11 armed, were killed (BC).    One bodv and a rifle 
were recovered.    The snrtch wrs rv>de at 3Cr262073.   Prisoners were 
evacuated to rear rrer Cv. Chi. 

A starlight mission vrs conducted in conjunction with the 116th 
Avn Co but was aborted due to inclement wcrther.   1/27 Inf estab- 
lished three night rmbushes.   No enemy contact WPS rrde, 

12 JULY 1966 

One company and three platoon sized operations were conducted 
on 12 July,   Al/27 and Cl/27 Inf rrpnned the bsttPlion base, and pro- 
vided platoon reaction forces for the company sized er^le flights 
conducted by Bl/27 Inf in the SE section of the T/iOR,   Al/27 Inf 
and Cl/27 Inf also conducted platoon si-red sweeps from b^tt'-lion 
base 2000 meters to the SV and N respectively.    The recon platoon 
swept the southern portion of the bptt^lion b'se ir search of VC 
tunnels, bunkers, ••'nd VC houses,   Al/27 Inf (-) together ^d.t'- Cl/?7 
Inf (-) mpnned the battalion brse, "nd 1 p.Vtoon from /.1/27 Inf was 
positioned at the bptt^lion chopper p.«d on 15 ndnute ?lert in the 
event Bl/27 Irf e?»le flicht needed r^pid reinforcement. 

At 0805 hrs, l'.l/27 Inf departed brttaUer br-se ?nd svept 
2000 rreters along ? trri.l to the S'r.    A thorough search of thr. ^re-" 
vras rrde ?TA two emoty s^m^ans vrere destroyed.    The spnipans h?d b^en 
well hidden and camouflaged, »nd it was obvious thft they wore beirv<? 
utilized to transport VC supplies.    Kn eneray contact \rs made during' 
the sweep and the platoon returned to the b?tt?lion base at 1115 h^s. 
At 1600 hrs, a squad from /-1/27 Inf conducted another "snipe hunt," 
utilizlnp; the s^mc technique   which h^d proved so successful jn the 
past.   At XT33S142, "snipe hunt" noted a suspicious group of men 
crossing a rice paddy.   The UH-ID's swooped down on the surprised 
men and picked up a total of 5 individuris.   Upon interroertion, 
one turned out to be s VC, 3 were VCS detainees/»nd 1 WPS released. 

Bl/27 Inf conducted the -ajor operation of the day.    The Pn    • 
S-3 and B company connander selected, in the SS portion of the T'0n., 
3 objectives in close proximity to one another which appeared to be 
lucrative eaglb flight ^bjicti^s.    S: -.tlr before lift-off,.the 
entire area was hit by airstrikes and artiller";   At r'A05'hrs, one 
platoon from Bl/27 Irf TTS ?irlifted into O'-.' 1, Xsa?962.   Kr 
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eneny contact was made, but the platoon destroyed 3 bunkers end' 
14 VC houses,   A totftl of 47 refugees requested to be evacuated, 
UH-ID helicopters from the 116th Avn Co (Airmobile) airlifted 
these people to Due Hue - the GVN refugee collecting point.   At 
0845 hr8> a second platoon, 2Bl/27> was airlifted into Obj 2, 
XS415985, and iraaedictcly encountered VC sniper fire,   A squad 
from the Bl/27 Inf standby plp.toon was called to reinforce the 
element on Obj 2, and gunships petered the entire* area with 
devastating fire.   Enemy losses totaled 2 KIA (BC), 1 VCC, 14 
VCS, 40 VC houses, 1 VC cart, 20 bunkers,'and 2 barjs of docu- 
ments.   At 1124-hrs, the platoon at Obj 1, was airlifted into 
Obj 3, XS399994, where 12 sampans, 3 bunkers, and 14 VC houses« 
were destroyed,    23 refugees were evacuated to Due Hue.   While 
the search was being conducted, the platoon received sniper fire 
from a position approxica.tely 200 meters west of Obj 3»   The 
platoon deployed to the area, killed 3 VC (BC), captured 1 Ifauser 
rifle, and 1 wallet with documents.   At the conclusion of the 
operation, all Bl/27 Inf elements vrerc airlifted back to the 
battalion base, and closed at 1435 hrs. 

At 0Ö32 hrs, 1 platoon Cl/27 Inf departed battalion base end 
conducted a* 2000 meter sweep to the north, while the balance of 
the company, together with Al/27 Inf (-), provided battalion base 
security and a. platoon reaction force for the Bl/27 Inf operation, 
At XT312104, the platoon found a plastic bag filled with VC doc- 
ument sj and at Xi3t6l01, 9 VC bunkers and two sampans vrere des- 
troyed.   The platoon returned to battalion base at 1245 hrs. 

At 120800 hrs. Recon nlatoon deoarted the battalion base 
to make a thorough search of the southern portion of the 'Deri- 
meter,    Recon platoon was unable to locate any additional VC 
bunkers, sampans, or tunnels, and returned at 1110 hrs, 

A "Lightning Bug" operation vr?s conducted in the AO between 
111231 hrs.and 120015 hrs.   One sanpan was en^a^ed and sunk at 
XT429072,   A secondary explosion was observed in the vicinity..-" 
of the sampaji. 

The operation conducted on 12 July is noteworthy in that' 
the operation was controlled by the Company Commander himself. 
The Company Commander was provided a C&C ship, and sufficient v 
aircraft assets to move his nlrtoon or reinforce as the tactioai 
situation dictated.   This allowad the Company Comnander to gain' 
a great deal of experience in coomnd and control and also pro- 
vided the battalion command group with added depth in ccntrollinflr 
assets, 

13 JULY 1966 

TFl/27 Inf terminated Operation EV.TA on 13 July.   The airlift 
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back to Cu Chi was to begin at 0730 hrs but a lov cloud coiling * 
prevented the helicopters from Irnding ?.t HUKIU until 0830 hrs. 
The first flight of helicopters to lend c.t Vl/lU'iri rcoorted re-, 
ceivlng ground fire west of Cu Chi which slightly daiar »cd one 
chopper.   The eirlift beirn et 0830 hrs.   The order of extraction 
ws supplies, HHC 1/27 Inf, Bl/27 Ihf, .Al/27 Inf, end Cl/27 Inf. 
The UH-ID helicopters extracted the personnel v/hile the CH-47 heli- 
copters extracted A Btry, 1/6 Arty, the Bn Heavy Mortar fletooni 
ammunition, and supplies.   No difficulties were encountered during 
the extrection, end the last elenent of TP1/27 Inf closed Cu Chi 
perimeter et 1355 hrs, 

12.    RBSUUS; 

a,   VC Losses:    14 7C KJ/l (BC), 3 KL". (poss), 8 VCC, 17 VCS. 
Ceptured and destroyed enemy ecuipment and material included the 
following, 

Chicon cerbines 
US carbine 
M-l rifles 
1917 Winchester 303 rifle 
Thompson Sub VG 
rifle grenrde launchers 
rifle grenades 
grenede booby tre^s 
CBU 
cartridge belts 
pistol belt 
gesnasks 

b.   Friendly Losses:    2 *rIA (returned to duty) 

13,    :^X15T^TIV^ ^TT":^S: 

a.   Supply 

(1) Qenerrl - All rosupnly on Oner^tion W,rL was by 
air utilising both CH-47 and UH-ID eircrrft. 

(e.) Cless I 
li   Brerkfrst end dinner - "C" rations 
2.    Sunder - "A" retions 

(b) Clrss III 
Bette.lion established r Cl^ss III refuel- 

ing point for eircrrft at forwerd defense bese,    BL^df.ers were air- 
lifted" in by CI;-47 on the third wrt fourth d-y of the operation. 
Empty bladders were extrected by UK-ID.   The "irmobjle company sup- 
plied pumps, hoses, "nd personnel to orierrtethe refueling point, 
A total of 5000 gelions of JF-4 was expended. 

(c) Cpiss IV 
1«   B^t'.elion vrs resupplied with the 

15 

2 lOSmni duds 2 
1 gals gasoline 10 
2 flashlight 1 
1 wallet/rv per s 1 
1 bundles of documents 4 
2 begs of nedicrl supplies 3 
6 houses 338 
2 sempens 134 
3 bunkers 63 
2 outbo-Tü motors 

27* 1 Tons of rice 
2 lbs of fertilizer 1800 

foxholes 8 
certs 3 
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following items: 

f n "^ n 

2. 

a.    Conccrtin.', - 150^ meters 
bi    8»  stakes 
c,   Sr.ndb.-^s - 43,000 

All Clrss IV itecis wore extracted 
on the last day of the operations by helicopter. 

(d) Clr.ss V Expenditures 
1. Ctg 5; 56 Ball 
2. Ctg 7.62 Ball 
I. 
4. 

I: 
2. 1; 

12;900 
2;240 
1,900 

240 
421 

68 

,/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 

Ctg 7.62 Ball 5/clip 
Ctg iOrm HE 
Ctg 81m Mtr KH ?.r4^1 2/PIF 
Ctg 81r.i!-i Mbr Snoke ^ VJ7PDF 
Ctg 4;2 Mbr HE W/ftP 516 
Ctg 4.2 Mbr Snoke WP U/PDF 84 

^i   Grcnrde, Hrnd Fras " 225 
10. Grenade, Hn.nd smoke, ?rnen 84 
11. Crrcnrde, H.-'.nd snoke, red 10.8 32 
12. Mine - Anti-Per CL?ynore laail 93 
12.   Signal IHuaj Red Star Prcht 4 
14. Signal Illun, TJhite Star Cluster 16 
15, Eng Deno Blook'THT (1 lb block) 450 
l£. Caps, Blasting, Hon Elcc 135 
12.   Fuzo Bl&stlng Tine (ft) 250 
18. loiter r'",ine Fuze N2 vr/rroof 74 
19. Fle.re SiTfrce Trip I49A1 109 
?0. Ctg 105nn KB 2201 
S.   Ctg 1051» Snoke TT 160 

(e) Uater 
1, 'Brttrlion vr?s resu^nli'ed at the rPte'- 

of 2 grlions per mpn ner d^y, 
2. Total re supply of \r.tcr - 5000 gallons 

b, Ihintonr.ncc -riorr.rl maintenance of wep.oons '?nd. ecuip- 
nont wrs conducted prior to, during, end ?.fter the operation," ' 

c, lisdical - There were'ho serious casualties during the 
operation.   All Medevac vra,s by air,   ror«? serious ^casualties were 
evacuated by resupply ships during norrarl operations.   There were no 
friendly brttle casualties, 

d, Trans")ortr.tion - lisver-ient of •»•»ersonnel ?nd supplies 
was done by air. The DS 116th Avn Conpsny (Ain'iobile) adequrtely 
net the transportation requirenents of TFl/27 Inf. 

e, Conmunications:   Durjng Operation "'.m, TFl/27 Inf 
utilized the norronl PHtfonrnnmicsfianc öv?i^.ble to the brttrlion as 
suppleacnted by AM and VHP means •   FII conaunic?tions were effective 
v/ithin the AC,   However, it vas necessary to estrblish a rötrans- 
rdssion station at the Due Hue Sugar Mill loc vio 21435072.   This 
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retransnission station provided the b?tt?.lion v*ith the c^biTjty 
for conr.njnicfting betvecn the forv/prd defense boac end Cu Chi 
base cainp, a distrnce of 30,000 reters.    AM ccTiünic^tions vere 
provided by the use of tW rrdio, the W.filC 47.   This of ability 
was utilized on-severe! occasions ftt nJ.rht "hen atmospheric con- 
ditions contributed to very ^oor Fl^ comunicetions over Teat dis- 
tances.   A VKF cpprbnlity vrps provided by the division 125th -^iniPl 
Battelion.   The AN/PRC 69 m* nodifiod in mrber of channels and 
sized to fit on the bed of a 3/4 Ton truck and trailer.   This VHP 
equipnent provided the bett^lion with s^le-user,  comon-user, and 
lendline telet^ipe nens.    By nodlf^'lnr the VKF ecuipment to the 
3/4 Ton truck, the entire rÄclccf vrs ?ir transported to the obiec- 
tive ere' b" the CH-47 helicopter.   In r-'dition to r^^io conraunica- 
tions, the norrrl Irndlines vrcre established vrit'in the bettellon 
forwerd defense bese. 

14.   Special Equip)-ent end Techniques: 

a. The bett'lion utilized the SIT 11 --rn-neeked three men. 
rubber boet crtensively durir.'- Operrtion ?%©•    These boets v^i'hed 
approxiaetely fifteen rounds erd ircre visuallv issued tvro ner infan- 
try squr.d for a r;iven tactical operrtion.   The bo-^ts nro\ri.ded an 
excellent neans for the infentryrrn to .^in ecccss to doer) cenels 
where they could successfully conduct serrches for hidden sanpens 
and ceches of VC supplies.    Snail ?ir t?nl:s wcTo'crrlod in order 
that the borts could be inf.Vted vrhercver needed. 

b. The brttelion, i:: c3.ose coordiru'tion with the sup- 
porting eimobilo corapenj'-, develoned e -vthod of "sn'tching" sus- 
pected personnel off thn Trourd thrcufrh the u^c of -n infMitr» 
squ'd mounted aborrd e I'J'-ID holicopter.    It vr ? soor .Teemed tuPt 
shortly after the bett-Tion bc.^n tn close .-irto the forward defense 
bese e^cl" afternoon that indic-eno- s personnel bogen to ro^n the 
rice teddies in sr.rll proups.    Theso people rrve the e-^eerence 
of working ir. the ^eddies.    Since the ere^ of ectivity ves orte 
of questionable loyalty, it wra detornired th^t t^ese people, if 
caught, might be of tone intelligence v^luc.    A hunt vres orpanized 
consisting of a contend end control helicopter cerrj'ln'? the ground 
comtrnder end the -?ir tern cor^iirnder.and two UK-ID«s, .each cai'rjring 
an infantry fire ttea '"nd a helicopter firs teem.   The concept of 
this operation wes to heve the C^€ eircr^ft orbit the srrtch erea 
to locrto suspects.    Once the suspects are locrted, the fire te^m 
lends on either side of the suspects.    The suspects ere then brought 
aboard end returned to brse«    The fire tov^n provides surveillance 
£nd suppressing fire if nec3C'-.',r:r,   This concent wes executed on 
two occesions at r round 1700 hrs in the eftomoon.   On the first 
attenpt, four suspects Kcre apprehended rnd threo VC, ell «"rned, 
were killed.    On another dey, five suspects vrere e^prehended.   Of 
these five, one confessed to beinp e. VC, throe Wrr« held as suspects 
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pnd one individurl was clcc.rcd'and relerscd.   the 1/27 Inf h*»s coined 
the tern "snipe hunt" to this concept.   The snipe hunt is extrenely 
effective in the type of "open country" terrain found in the AO. 
It is rise inpeirtive thrt the unit get to toow the area weL1 J?.nd 
thftt locrtions for "snipe hunts"   be carefully selected, 

c.   For the first time, the brttallm utilized a Stprlight 
scope from ? helicopter.    The AO contained nrny stre-ras --nd c^nfls 
which were suspected locations for the VC,   The cre't nunber of 
ssmpans found in the rrer left no doubt thct supplies were being 
cjoved throughout the ^.rea.-   The b'ttrlion rnd the direct support 
airmobile comprny e^^cuted two strrli^ht missions ?t ni^ht,- The 
first was successful in thftt two Irrgc srmprns were sighted, one 
destroyed, ?nd one possibly destroyed.   The second mission on e 
succeeding nifftt w?s not successful due to inclement'weither con- 
ditions.    One ÜH-ID vrs utilized rg o strrli.^t ship,    1/2? Inf 
personnel used the str.rlight scope mounted on the ?!-l6 rifle to 
locrte the eneny, then opened fire to rrrk the trr^ct.   Trailing 
the strrlight aircraft wr>s ft helicopter fire term that engp.ged the 
target after the narldng wrs accomplished,   This concept is srood 
pnd works well, especially in rreas where there are numerous crnrls 
end rivers. 

15,    COIl AMEER'S /"LYSIS; 

The provision of r direct support rimrbilo conprny to the 
Infantry brttrlion for the entire period of PH operation afforded 
the coinmrnr-er gn unprecedented opportunity in developing his oper- 
ations«    Kr.ving aircraft at his disposal enabled him to Irunch a 
maximum numlrer of rimobile operations varyip; in size from fire 
team to conp?ny over r ve:-y large -operational area.    Flexibility 
i\ras also mrtcrirlly increased since the brttflion wrs rble to 
rapidly hit targets of opportunity throuih-ut the AO, "nd rejji- 

/ force rapidly ae the situation clictrted.   Aerial re supply of the 
entire battalion trsk force vrs successfully integrated into the 

/ overa.ll plan for effective usage of the rirmobile company.    During 
the six days of actual operations, plus the *?2ft&ning time prior to 

ft the first dry, the bAtt'lion conmrnder, the staff, rnd personnel of 
the airmobile conprny were ab3.e to develoy) the finest professional 
working relationship, 

16,   ftxoi ••sniy.Ticys; 

a«   Th^t whenever possible, consistent Tvdth rvril^ble 
a-dation assets, an ?irnobile corpany be placed in direct support 
of the infrntry battalion v;hen th?t battalion is operating in an 
isolated aiea -nd far removed from its hone basi.    The same air- 
mobile corprny should remrin in DS during the ^oriod, 

b.   That ?n infantry battalion PtA preferably the 1/27 
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Inf conduct future operrtions in the §rm area of oporetions fron 
tine to tine, 

c, ThPt r VHF radio mobile package, which is wprble 
of being airlifted by cvaileble helicopter assets, be rrde ßvril- 
able to the battalion v;hen operating fron a fire support base in 
an isolated area for several d?ys. 

d. That GVN civic -•»ction te?as be trained in the hand- 
ling of refugees and nade available during operations in isolated 
areas whore* GVN influence is virtually unknown.   Those trained 
Vietnanese people would actually handle the ev^cu^tion of refugees 
utilizing'US transport.   The entire effort would thus be less of 
a US show. 

>7Hr 
ALVIN LO'NZ'L     ^^V 
Lt Col, Infantry ' 
Conncnding 

Annexes; 
A- Operations Overlay 
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