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CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OprIE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310

AGAM- P (H) (22 Nov 68) FOR OT UT 68X081 27 November 1968

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report - Operation TOAN THLANG, 11Q, 3d

.~rigade,8VhJ@10); & Period 8 April - 23 June 1968 (1!)
Deteag eO hW". .the

It0 tu m ~ 0 he reIueof Its mt.a$ n7=1 "Umr to 8a atthorlatt pqr n is P4hlbltd by Igm,*

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance

with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should

be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days

of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure that the

Army realizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera-

tions.

3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned

Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons

Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appearing in the

reports is compiled and distributed periodicalLy. Recipients of the

attached report are encouraged to recomaend items from it for inclusion

in the Index by completing and returning the self-addressed form provided

at the end of this report.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

1 I ci 
KENETH . WlCIOHI~~nct Major Generalp USA ,_

as as ?~~~~he Adjutant General&-V "q

DLSTRIBUTION: j. "
Commanding Generals . .

US Continental Army Command
US Army Combat Developments Command C tC ' -

Commandants
US Army War College LIa

US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army Armor School
US Army Artillery and Missile School A"111"40060,W

US Army Aviation School
US Army Infantry School
US Army CBR Weapons Orientation Course Regraded unclassified when separated

from classified Inclosure.

CONFIDENTIAL



SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this report applies
to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When go'vernment or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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W. Couu.ianu~.r
U. o. tKilit.ry jhseistarice Conmuard, Vietmijm

Mii-4 J.,A3
.. r 96413

1. Swie oi JLoMitity Luiu/oi. Type of upozation: 'A..afh14

4. it~es of 01rationm 8 qx~ii - 23 June 1968

.3. LoC.-tiof: £ong An Povvicne, Binh Charih una Sha jje uistx jts, Gia IUnh

4. Conti-oi. or Coitmiand l e-4.atters: Hoda...uai-ttrs, jd UJzi&-de, 9th lnr...ntiy
Division ioc~ted At Tait An (.%j 546649).

5. Jte-oi ting (jfficer; Co:Lone3. Geor, e C. b-nsal, Co~.mnding Ott icL..r, 3d
brg~- 9th InlX-ntxy iWivicion.

,A. U. o. Forews:

(1) haneuver ijac.&ions.

4d Batta.Lion, id Int.antry (%uat:i. 7 iqay)
6th H;tao& 31st InLrantry (efiec Ave d47 iq.ril)
d W3ttaiion, 39th 1nuantry

4th Batt,&±ion, j,9th Infzattry
,aid Satta.Lion, 47th Intry (U9 1Wy - 40 r'ay 68)
5th Latta.ion, 60th inf-intry (19 .,pri. - 16 June) G.0 jue- e3

June)
3d Lou&aoa, 11th r,.oieu Ava.r~ (00 Apr - 5 i.-.y 68)

(4)Ag j.Ue 6iOI.cl.

INC, 3d bo~o, 9th inf Div

8try B3, 7-8 Arty (S in and 175PL0, Ca .-o.orciiig
kBtry C 1-84 Arty (15&.j%) ieijfoici1W
Btry bi (-), 1-84 A.rty (1551*a) re).,rcing
. i i-it, 9th k& Co (jTf)
.,.i k'its Co C, 9th QiS fn (611i)
Co U3, 709th Ma4it Bn (U.)
Co C, 15th ajar i (US)
Co 0, 9th ijeG ii (iYf)
TH, 9th n1 ij.t (wer)
sd PIt, 33 5 w .C (.4 T)
bee, 4th ^i,. Pit, cc Cit Co (.4?T)
A~ Fit, Th, ..46,h rar Co (k2
;ed Pit# C Urty, 5-4 ^xty (w~)

UT z iit, H fitzyp, 9th Az-ty (uci) DWG ERW A

"CoueCONFIDENTIAL NCASWSMTR12 EA



CONME WNIIAL

b. Vietnamese forces operatinr :In close coordinaticn and
cooperatidn with 3d Brigade units:

46th Inf Regt (.RVN)
50th Inf Regt (,RAV)
30th A.,G
RF/PF Forces, Long An Province
Na Be ani Binh Chanh District Forces
5th %agor' Groutp
Capitol X lit.a.y District Forces

.7. Supporting Forces:

II Field Forces Aviation Units
71-h US
1st Log CID

8. Intelligence:

a. Enemy situation during operation TOAN THANG

(I) Larly in Operation TOAN THANG, VC/NVA Forces in sub-region
3 concentrated on resupply and recruitment in preparation for their second
offensive in the 6aiaon area. During this period in early and late April,
enemy lorces avoided contact except where their troop base areas and logistical
installations were thre;,.toned. Enemy initiated activity early in TOAN THANG
,o concentrated on harass.'.ng and probing tpe attacks on RF/PF outposts and
ARN-allied base areas. Emphasis was placed on the severing of route #. and
major bridges along route #4 and route #5A* Leading up to the enemy's
initiation of the 2d offensive, concerted effort was placed on the aforemen-
tioned enemy activities in an attempt to cover maneuvering of the attack
forces into the CHD area immediately south of Saigon. There was evidence
that the enemy, attempting to bolster. its elements, began a significant
shifting and dividing in order to render the rearward supporting elements
mere effective. This was evidenced for example with the C/312th LF Co.
C/312 normally operated as a support company to the Y? element entoring
Long An ao the northwest com-liaison route. The 312th was unable, because
of inherent responsibilities, to conduct coordinated sizable attacks. AU
of their attacks were strictly harassin, and probing in nature. However,
they i itiated this dividing trend breaking from one company to three
(C1, C2, and C3). This division enabled C/312 to expand its are. by some
20 's, and it rendered them capable of coordinated attacks throughout,
the Tan An area. It also gave them the capability to function throughout
the Thu Thua area and a portion of the Ban Luc area. It was obvious that
the enemy was increasing impetus on all fronts for maximum support during
the offersive. It was during this period that their propaganda, sabotage
and military proselyting efforts were signifiCtlY iM06d , -

(2) The 3d Bde, realizing the significance of this increased
ipetusp deployed all of its military resources in an attempt to nullify
the enemy's effectiveness. The enemy's efforts were thus thwarted in'their
2d offenLe. The enemy's thrust from the south, with elements of the
2d Ind, Phu Ioi II, and 506th Bna, mas a dismal failure and cost him the
equivalent of three bns. Iimediately following this period, the enemy
avoided contact utilizing lo's for-movement out. of the Saigon, area.
Signifioantly, the enemy failed to make use of his artillery or commence
heavy wortar attaoks to recoup his position. All attacks during this
period were cover for h? movement. This was noted particularly Ath the
frequent attacks on Rach lien. Contacts established around this tUe indicated
the presence of enemy units in the post TET base area. The only threats
during this time were evidenced in the Ben Lue area 4tth the brigades as
a target., The enemy maintained a lesser but possible threat with positions
of at least two battalions along the southern Long An border. The 261
Bn was conaistently reported in -he area vic X5 4565, and the 514 Bn and
smother has been reported in the general area vie XS 5857.

(3) The local force elements supporting the offenste
remained relatively inactive in sub-region 3.
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(4) The remainter of TOAN THG40 was spent ferreting out'
what remained of enemy units in the southern Saigon area.

(5) The enemy concentrated at this point on roplaceaents,
W5@UpplY a d avoiLding of contact in preparetion for a possible 3d offensive.

(6) The enemy maintained presmure on the cities md towns
by threats, harasemants and attacks by fire in accordance vith his policy
of strangling the cities and car.solidating his control of the countryside.

(7) Toward the end of Lay and early June, prior to the 3d
Bde Move south, the eneay was Coared heavily toward propaganda goals. The
enemy maintained pressuro on the cities and LOC's. Saigon was attaclked onn
continuing basis as were the vajor routes into the city. Within Long An
Province the cities Wre subjected to attabks by fire and ground attacks on
a limited scale. Significantly, the attacks within Long ,'n were conducted
by local forces rather than major units, Contt.i dng reoorts of resupply
and replacement activity along the yam Co Dong and Van Co Tay LOC s pointed
to a hurrie.d building of the enemy major forcos.

(8) Two bn size replad ft groups crossed route #4 from north
to south.

(9) agent reports during this period noted an eastward shift
of the enemy's major forces in Long An to a rore central position and a
resup,,lying of areas of oper,.tic for ilajor units.

(10) Enemy activity increased in all areas for a .iassive
offensive prior to late i;ugust. They ,a5ntained this attitude at 'he time
of 3d Brigade's departure ron Tan An to Dong Tam.

9. Mission: 3d Bde in close coordination and cooporation %ith 46th
Inf Regt (-JIVE), 50th Inf Regt (,UiVN), and 5th lrnger Op (..RVN) conducts
offeneive operations to clear assigned AG within the Capital Military
District, Binh Chanh and Nha Be Dlstricts and to destroy VC/NV'. forces
operating in Long An Province.

10. Concept: The 3rd Bde in close coordination with the 46th Inf
Aegt (;3VN), 5Dth Inf Regt (iRVN), 5 th Ran-er Group (.WVN), and Long An
Sector forces conducted airmobile assaults, water born assault.s, reconnais-

ance in fcrce, cordon and search, night patrolirg, and ambush operations
'- hin Binh Chanh, and Ma Be Districts and Long ,n Province to clear ,
dnsir1.vted AUts of VCINVA forces and dcstroy their hase areas and LM's.
1The or igade employed frop: three to five battalions as maneuver fc ces to
accclish assigned missions. The 3-39 Inf conducted reconnaissance in
force operations in northern Long Jn Province and eithin the CLD to locate
and destroy VO/NVA forces. The 5-60 Inf conducted reconnaissance in force
operations in CD Binh Phuoc, and Binh Chanh Districts to destroy VC/NVA
forces. The Bn also secured the Ben Luc Bridge with one company. The
2-3 Inf conducted reconnaissanco in force operaticns in Binh Chanh District
to provide security for highway 4 and destroy VC/NVA forces oparating
within the district. The 4-39 Inf conducted clearing operations in Nha Be
District to locate and destroy VC/NVA forces and continued mainta ning
a company base at Cat Lai to secure man water LOC's in the area. The 6-31
Inf conducted reconnaissance in force operations in Binh Chanh district and
C14D to locate and destroy VC/NVA forces. The 2-47 Inf conducted reconnaissance
in force operations within the CMD to locate and destroy VC/NVA forces
attempting to enter Saigon.

11. Execution: Early in Operation TOAN THMGO, contact with VC/NVA
forces was limited to small-scale operations except where combat was forced
ty friendly forces or enemy ureapons/amunition caches were discover~d.
During this period the briade directed its efforts toward locating and
destroying the VC/NVA forces known to be infiltrating into Binh Chanh and
*a Be districts pr.or to the second Saigon offensive. The second week
of Ma represented a peak In eneny operations when the second Saigon
offensive we initiated and VC/NVA forces attempted to enter the city from
the south. The offensive ulnidnated in devastating defeat for eanmy forces
followed .1 a period of VC/HVA withdrawal back into the southern portions
of Binh Chmh and KMa Be districts to reaild units and effect resupply.

CONFIDENTIAL 3
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During this tim, util tpezLtion 'r., TH..G was discontinued, Jd bde
op~r'-tions wove dila'ctod towaru dursuuin and ustiuying VC/&.vh, forces
as tey Uttumpted to withdraw south. In oag .n 1roince, brigade
units sucured vital installations, co,,ducted offena5vw operations against
known or suspected VC bueo Areas, and reacted to currwt intolligence

Typical of the action igirking the early stages of 0purtian M,14
TVLd.0 occured on 13 , 'i1 1968 while Co ,, e-60 Inf was conducting
airiobiiu assaults and ricu; ii. force operations touth-avt of Tan Tru
(vic XS 703589). t 1530H w..le seirching an area Mown to be used by
VC forejs as a staging ara, the company canre under fire from u,:. il. arms
and B-40 rockets by an unroow size VC fas ce. Co # i.ji-i. tely returned
fire using their orgari w.apons anu rucuived 5unehip support from D 3-5
.dr Cav. During the ir tal exchange of fire, Co % sustaind 5 WHn.
Cont,.ct contitued throughout the afternoon at varying teapo until 1810H
whon Tho vnjwy was fina2ly uble to break contact and witharaw. a search
of the batclo aoa confirmed 8 VC had been killed by Co , and 9 killed
by D 3-5 Cav.

The uneaW's logistical buildup prior to the d Saigon offdnsive
enable friudly forces to loc.Ae and capture or Qestroy large quantities
of Larts and supplies propositioned "long avenues of ap..roach and withdrawal.
On 2 My 1966 at 1530A, one such cache was found by Co B .-39 Inf while
on a -icon in force oper..tioa southcast of Ben wuc ( .S 634713). The
an.s nd munitions found included four (4) cascs of 50- cal ainunition,
46 6CtW, mortdr ro'unds, 50 12OAi mortar rounas, 30 hi-7 rounds, four (4)
cses of ,Ah-47 aruunition, oae (1) 75 zicoilloss riflo round, one (1)
.,F-2 launcher, 77 a-G-2 rounds, 200 iG-k and 7 prope.L-ant charjles,
50 1201,, mortar fuses, 65 61i.L mortar fuses "rd thre, (3) 107tA rocket
rounds. The most signific"nt ;spect of the find wis the prese, ce of
120N, uiort.r anid 1O7,t. rocket rounds. This Marked the first time
he .vy ihdirect fire wvapons had been found in iong .n Province. Three
days later, at 050400H, Len Luc carw under a coubined mortar and 107Mh
rocket attack.

On 6 ivy 1968 with the beginning of t~ie edc Saigon ofiansive, the
3d Bdc was charged with difending the southern side of Saigon and
aestroying VC Local and Ain force -Aornnts atteapting to infiltrate
through Nha Be and Dinh Chanh Districts. The devastating effictiveness
of the brigade1s operation during the offensive (6 My - 13 May 68)
resulted in the equivalent of 3 VC batta.aions being destroyed (See
Inclosure 1, CombA it fter Action heport from 6 Kay - 13 tiay 1968).

Following the oifensive until 43 June, -when the c~ncuct of operation
T ,i TH,&G was ,.ssumed by the 1st 14e, cuntact vith VC/baV was extremely
light as the eoat.u attwaiipt u to withdraw.

Iiight activities during Operation T(Aii TH.Li were aird at
interdiction of water jOC's mid the aestiuction of onazp7 sanpars carrying
supplias and ocuipmant. host of the k38 c&mpans aestroyed during the
oper .tion were gagaed by aquabushos or night roeconnaiseance aircmaft
flying in support of -ho briaae. Oprations of this type were highly
successful and forcua the enemy to ioly on other wore difficult ieans
of transportation in addition to destroying =nd/or capturing a
significaut amount of material.

Operation T0.ie T2:{.td was successful from several standpoints. The
VC and I .V forces second attempt to enter Saigon froe the south was a
disi~l failure and resulted in uovastating d.feat for theta. Their loss
of mo during the 86 day period Operation TOai T&,WrG was conductea
totald 1363 I . and 19 PO.'s. The uney was also prevented from gaining
control of aW' significant LOC 'a or population cantors. Operations
id Lng kn Province wore somewh.t limitcd by the sal1 nuraber of forces
available, howver, the brigade continued to ;Lnterdict enenmy infiltration
routes and conducted small-sca le recon in force operations. ;-sploymont
of airboats and night river patrols continued to ensure the sucurity of
major waterways in the vie of CA.t Lai. One hechanized platoon was located
at the -en Luc bridge nightly during TwU TIL-A to augm.nt d li security
foices. Combined operations with the Vietnamese 11th iver ftuault Group

CONFIDENTIAL 4
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W10 condictid using to bo-et both for troop :;cv xiont und as a scruoning
force "long inland witarway3. Tho succ1ssfuuass of Operaion TO,. THl.iG
is the result of c ,oadin~tion n.nd tiart work b.twu.jn air and ground forces
creating a highly oftuctivu fighting forcQ.

12. heaults:

a. Frivndly osses .for Operatio TO.dM4 TH,.AG w-.re as follows:

() US hib: 8'

(2) US .,: 439

(3) US K.-.,: 0

b, naL losos aurki Up-r.Ation TMai T±L- G wer'o as follows:

(a) VC/idV., hlm:)63

(b) f0,4: 19

(2) ,.uipt.,nt Captured:

Crew-S&rvad ';,apons 58
'-vio, Lp 852 lus
,tr , £ 143290 ids
, ce 57 lbs
i.ockets (122 zl) 2
G.enaaos 437
1.zCios 3
0as lask 17
,A Curi oncy 76700
AK-50 Drus 38
IL-79 1s 46
i'Ludical Sup.,lies 130 lbs (,p;rox)
Docurents 185 ibs (%pprox)

(3) :quiprent Destroyed:

Bunkers 3342
Structuris 623
Foxhol s 47
Punhji Pits 176
Smlp=s 48
..PG-2 Prop Chargus 157
..-G-7 Prop Chargus 140
Booby Traps 89
iadblocks 89
Hor.ermade 'oubs 58

c. Tactical air Suppxzt; Duzing Opration ToI THANG, the
7th Tactical Ub,,F suppoitd the 3d Br igace "Go Duvils" with 326
preplann.d and 105 iemdi-,to airstrikes in addition to conducting
four coubat sky spots. &pprwod.kte1Y 375 of the strikes were followed
up ,ith rocon in force opurutions in the taigot area by ground troops.

13. AdministrAtive Mattvrs

a. Combit ssrvicu support of Uporation T"ai THROG was timuly
and adequate with few dxcoptions.

b. Transportation of tro. ps cad sup.lios was primarlly conducted
by air -And organic %hicle. luevurs becauso of thu terrain, boats were
used in incruasing ntruurs for the s"te purpose.

CONFIDENTIAL
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c. There were short periods of time when failure of pump units at the

Tan An Airfield resulted in excessive ground time for aircraft attempting to re-
fuel, thus denying the ground commander maximum use of this extremely valuable
asset.

d. Medical support was provided by Company D, 9th Medical Battalion
located at Tan An Airfield. There were no problem areas in the Medical Field.
Evacuation of wounded personnel by helicopter was conducted in an outstanding
professional manner, often under extreme conditions.

e. Continuous operations over long periods of time created minor maintenance
problems with equipment. Increased emphasis placed on preventive maintenance
and equipment rotation systems between base camps and units in the field
alleviated the problem.

14. Special Equipment and Techniques

a. To combat increased VC/NVA movement during hours of darkness,
UNlD helicopters and/or 0-1 birddog type aircraft with observers aboard using
light intensification devices conducted visual night reconnaissance alonz
waterways and LOCs.

b. To minimize the high casualty rate normally experienced when en-
gaging an entrenched enemy in house-to-house fighting, tactical airstrikes were
used to neutralize enemy forces and/or pin the enemy down allowing friendly
forces time to move into more favorable attack positions.

c. As in the first Saigon offensive, water way security was in-
creased through the use of aquabushes and river patrols on airboats.

d. The brigade was supported by both D 3-5 Cav and B 7-1 Cay during
operation TOAN THANG. The use of Air Cav Troops proved extremely effective
in maintaining surveillance over the large AO assigned to the 3d Brigade. Many
successful operations were developed around sightings made by the Cav within a
designated AO prior to insertion of ground forces.

15. Commander's Analysis

During the early portion of Operation TOAN THANG, it was apparent that
VC/NVA Forces were rebuilding following the earlier TET offensive in preparation
for renewed offensive operations in the Saigon area. Local and main force units
avoided contact with f ?endly forces except when forced to fight because of
friendly initiated operations. Once engaged, VC/NVA Forces attempted to break
contact as soon as possible remaining to fight only to protect base areas of arms
caches.

Brigade operations during this period were conducted primarily in
northern Long An Province and Binh Chanh and Nha Be Districts to disrupt VC/NVA
LOCs and neutralize enemy forces before they could reach the CND. Because of
the VC/NVA logistical buildup necessary to support their forthcoming offensive,
brigade forces were very successful in capturing large quantities of arms and
ammunition found in caches located along enemy LOCs.

By early May, VC/NVA forces had moved the equivalent of six battalions
into Binh Chanh and Nha Be Districts in an attempt to infiltrate them into
Saigon during the second offensive. To countir the growing threat to Saigon,
brigade forces moved into positions south of the city in CND, Binh Chanh and
Nha Be Districts. From company and battalion basecamps established along the
Kinh Dot Canal, brigade forces continued offensive operations to the south
nevtralising enemy forces before they could reach Saigon. Several enemy units
managed to move into built-up areas on the south side of the city causing the
brigade to conduct house-to-house fighting. Close air support provided by gan-
ships and tactical air greatly reduced the brigade's casualty rate which would
normally have been amch higher in house-to-house fighting. The enemy's attempt
to enter Saigon from the south was a dismal failure in every respect and by
13 Hay, VC/NVA forces were withdrawing south as quickly as possible in an
attemot to break contact. CONFIDENTIALIi __
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During thd rvLa1inoer of Op.vration TO.A 1ML.0~, contact with

enemy foreus wz.s .xtzkmly .Light as VC/0V.~ for cus b.4an zsorganiscation
and sup .. y of fot-Cos.

16. 4'.acormuLtionst

at. -.gainst a well-oJntrcnohed .unui.n, airstrik.s &to voiry
uf~ictive in noutrulizing "hard" targias, howvvur, care should be
takcun xuot to withd~raw ±r~oyforcus from tho t-rget, aiea too soon
prior to the airatriko, and ullow the enrisy tire to i~ithdraw.

b. In tho pX -St ULW1rq fortified position hi.vo bosn built into
the udgu of' truw. Linfes to af ord occupants Liax.±um coIncealraunt and

viazbility. ..ocvntly, howdvjr, VC/&iV,& Fores haive buen encountoro.d in
bunkers locatwd well forward of tree lines ij ma attr..pt to avoid airetrikes
and ai ti±.Lory. When approaching a Line at trees or nip.a pabp cartsful
study should be zrindo of t,.rrrin up to 200 r..vtors forwa-td of the tr..c lint;
to avoid "walking into" bunkers.

c. The uso of ,.irCv in lCatingVUL.V foices prior to
inserting ground tioops will sa~ve sev..ral hours of no,,Alass searching
in "dry holus". an exce 4,nt compli.eat to the reconnaissance captnbility
of an 4 dr Cay Troop is the "Poople Sniffor"t readings obt&ined from'.
this instruant can be axploitud 1y gunships or by uropping "1C51" in
the forma of ;,-1 584,2 clustvr canisters to flush enemry fzo;. cconcoalmnent.

d. Ofto-n VC/AfV Forces engage frienuly forces just prior to
darlas3 in tho buli-if -i-'rction by hulicoptur wiL. occu~r before dark.
If airtiobile opurations for the day ..ro buZun at 0900H or IOOOH, this
will allow tiuk. to %exploit late contacts.

FO1% M~1 COI-K MJ.

,,i.uYL. BU,.T

4)JUT.atT
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MaPwaN? OF T11S, ARM1Y

3D DMfIaDE 9T! INFA. 'jt" DIVt'+SION
APO SIX FRANCISCO 96373

AVDE-BCO 11 August 1968 3

SUBJECT: Comba'.t Oper.tions After Action RQ'ort (HAC/RCS/J3/32) (U)

ThIRU: Comm' nd Channels

TO: Commnder
U. S. Milit~ry Assist-nco Commnnd, Viatn=n
ATN: J343
APO 96243

1. Name or Idontity rand/or Type of Opera.tion: Combat opcr-'ton to defcnd
southern approaches to Saigon-CMD :rcr. -nd defend key inst,'Cl.ttions in southern
&dgon-CID are..

2. Dates of Opeirtion: 6 tMy - 13 M,.-,y 1968.

3. Locations Gia Dinh Province, Nh.n Be and Binh Chrnh Districts.

4. Control or Con"M.d c,.sdquutrs: Hoadqurrtirs, 3d Brig .de, 9th
Infantry Division in coordination vth CG, CMD.

5. Reporting Officer: Colonel George C. Bonson, Commanding Officer,
3d Bde, 9th Inf Div; ioutonnnt Colonel Joseph H. Schm,".herst, Comnndinr
Officer, 6th B.ttalon, 31st Infntry; Lioutcnnnt Colonel Anthony P. Doluc:,
Com!naing Officer, 3d Bm.ttnalon, 39th Inf-ntry; i4outcnant Coloncl Robert
L. Adcock, Comanding Officer, 4th Battalion, 39th Inf.try; L. eutcnnnt
Colonel John B. Tower, Conmrnding Officer, 2d B-.ttlion, 47th Inf-ntry;
Ieutenent Colonel Eric F. Antill., Compnnding Officer, 5th Batt.nlion
(Mchanized), 60th Inrmtry.

6. Task Orgmnization:

a. U., S. Forces:

(1) Maneuver Batt.lions:

6-31 Inf
3-39 Inf
4-39 Inf
2-47 Inf (off 09 M-,v 68)
5-60 Inf (N) (-)

(2) Brigade Control:

B Trp, 7-1 Car (7-13 M, 68)D Trp, 3-5 Ctv (&-13 *, )
HHC, 3d Bde, 9th Inf Div
2-4 Art(-) DS
Btry Bi 7-8 Arty (8 in and 175m) FS Reinforcing
Btry C, 1-84 Arty (155m.) Reinforcing
btry B(-), 1-PA Arty (155m) Reinforcing3d Ptj, 9th W Co (Opt) ;L3d Pit, Co C, 9th Sig Dn (Spt)
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Co D, 709th 14 ,int Bn (S-:.)
Co C, 15th Ey r Dn (DS,
Co C, 9th Mud Bn (8) -
Tm, 9th HI Dut (s,)
3d Plt, 335 RRC (Spt)
Sc, 4th AA Pit, 2d CA Co (Spt)
AV Fld Tm, 246th PSYOPS Co (Spt)
2d Plt, C Btry, 5-2 Arty (DS)
2d Plt, H Btry, 29th Arty (DS)

b. Vietn,moso forces operrtirg in close coordinatlon -nd cooperation
with 3d Brigade units:

30th River Assault Group (AG)(,RIVU)
RF/PF Forces, Gin Dinh Proviuce
Nha Be -.nd Binh Chnh District Forces
Capitol Militny District Forces

7. Supporting Forces:

II Field Forces %viation Units
7th USAF
1st Log Cmd

8. Intelligence: Encmy situ-.tion prior to the May (2d) Offensive:
Reporting Period: 1 April to 11 May 1968

During this period nil enemy .ctivity in sub-region 3 indicated mAssive
efforts to resupply, train and provide recruits to all VC/NVA units suffering
from the heavy losses sustained during the TET Offensive. At the stme time,
the enemy continued hnAssment of tfled -.nd ARVN installations throur.hout the
TAOI concentrating on attacks by fire -nd -voiding cont.act except where their
base areas ware chAllenged. It wns obvious during this period th.%t the enemy's
rebuilding efforts were pointing towards a second offensive in the Snigon ' rca.

Mjor b-ttalion-sisod elements in our AO boac.ne increasingly difficult
to vng.ge. For appirent security purposes, tr-dition.- enemy unit base are -s
were abandoned with only token LF ropresent".tion, movement patterns seemed
erratic as the onomr attempted to cover their subsequent movement into attack
positions south of S-igon. In -ddition, informAtion was received that some LF
and NF company-sizo elements, normally opereating sep-rately, were uniting in an
effort to bolster the attack strength of the iargor MF units. LF elements in
the 3d Bde's inmediato area of interest nround US installations, befn coordin-
ated attacks in order to cover the mancuver of the Saigon attack forces. In-
creasing VC comand emphasis was plnced on terrorist activities, interdiction
of lines of communication, sabotage of Route 4 and attacks by fire on all
strategic points in sub-region 3. Interdiction -long Route 4 ws especially
heavy between Tan An and Binh Ch.nh. Speciallv formed sapper elements initi'.tod
.more frequent route-severing attempts along secondtar roads leading to md from
all US subordinate installations. Attacks by fire increased on -ARVW, RF/PF OP's
throughout sub-region 3. In an attempt to h.mper reinforcement efforts by
Allied and ARVN units, combined LF elements put over increasing pressure on the
Tin An and Ben Luc Bridges. At vnrious tim both loca.tions c.me under rocket,
mortar, ground and probing attacks. During this reporting period, especially
in the last two weeks of April, pressure wns exerted on .11 -.Jor Allied rnd
ARVN installations in Can Duoc, Can Giuoc, and Nha Be Districts as a diversion
to the maneuvering of the attack elements into positions south of Saigon.

The bulk of the offensive from the south wns to be borne bw the 3d
Independent, 506th LF, and Phu Loi II battalions with the ,id of supporting
elements from the 5th Nh Be Bn

The enemy's overall plan for the attack in the southern region hrd the
2d Ind, 506th, Phu Loi II -nd supporting elements from the 5th Nhp. Be attnckinr
and occupying the 7th, 8th and 9th Precincts along Saigon's southern extremitier
The D-16 LF and the 263 Bn's with supporting rer elements ware to provide diver
sion by atta.cking from the southwest into the Cholon - Phu Lam Area.
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9. Miasionst

,. Deploy tho 3d Bde south of' J%4,on to deny VC/NVA forces accons
to thu city,

b. Defend key installations south of Saigon.

c. Be propared to reinforce US nd JZVN units in S-,ir'n-CMD arue'.

10. Concept of Oporation:

a. The general concept of operations was to move four m.nouvor batta-
lions by airlift mnd vehicle to positions along suspocted routes of in1'.ltrti on
into the southern Saigon-CHD area.

b. Conduct extensive ccmr.t opcr.tions in Binh Chm. had Nh'k Be
Districts to locate and destroy VC/NVA units stnging to %ttack the Sniron-CD
area.

11. Execution:

a. 6 May 1968: The disposition of forces in Gia Dinh Province on
6 Kay was the 4-39 Inf at NhA Be (XS 916823) and the'6-31 Inf at FS/PRB Smoke
(XS 789769). Becauso of the buildup of intelligence, the 5-60 Inf(M) was
moved from Binh Phuoc (XS 615550) to XS 815868 south of Saigon. At n.rhtf-ll
on the 6th, the complete disposition of units was: 6-31 Inf (Co's A .nd D)
at FS/PB Smoke, XS 789769; 4-39 Inf had Co B, at Cat LrA- (XS 9568)5), Co C at
X5 880853, Co H and WHC at Nha Be (XS 916823), Co C/3-39 Inf (OPCON to' 4-39)
at Nha Be (XS 916823); the 5-60 Inf (M)"h .d HPC and Co A At XS 815A68, 2d PIt
of Co A at XS 984878 (CPCON to 4-39 Inf), .nd Co C elements At XS 875868,
XS 814875, -.nd XS 85387.

b. 7 Ma 1968: Tho 6-31 Inf moved Co's B and C from Binh Chnnh to
FS/PB Smoke mnd conducted eompny-sizod airmobilo assaults and recon in force
oper:%tions east of Binh Chanh. The operations had negative results and at
nightfall the disposition of the b.ttalion r.s Hs4C and Co C at FS/PB Smoke,
Co A at XS 808865, Co B at XS 819866, Co C hnd one pit at the Bon Luc BrIdge
(XS 618748) and one pit OPCON to 5-60 Inf (XS 816874) and one pit at XS 775842.

The 3-39 Inf conducted local security patrols vie R.ch Klen until
the .ftornoon. Beginning at 1400H, the Bn Hqs hd Co's A and B were Airlifted

4 to positions south of Saigon. The finnal dispositio'n of the battalion vrs?
HHC ,nd Co B at 'S 8381%9, Co A .t XS 28868, Co C (CPCON to 4-39 Inf) -t
XS 880870. Co's A -M B of 3-60 Inf boc.a 'PCON to 3-39 Inf to defend base-
cumps Lt Ln Nhut Tan (XS 665674)9 Rach Kion (XS 740669), vnd the Fronch Fort
(XS 896616).

The 4-39 Inf conducted riverine and footmobile recon in force
operations west and northwest of Nha Be with three comppnes. The oporations
had negative results -nd the disposition of the batt.-lion at nightfall wns:
HRC, Co C and Co E at Nha Be (XS 916823); Co A at Tan Tru (XS 654623); Co B
at Cat Ia (XS 956895); Co C/3-39 (aPCON to 4-39 Inf) at XS 880870; -nd one
pit of 5-60 Inf()O (OPCCO to 4-39 Inf) at XS 8967.

The 5-60 Inf () conducted recon in force operations With Cols
it and C. The field CP of Co C/5-60 Inf (H) c-me under mortrr atttack -t 0345H.
The co , any received a total of 80 rounds of 82mn mowtr fire. Fire wns re-
turned u ang organic weapons, arty and a light fire team. The CP received
8 to 10 HG rounds at 0515H. The same support was used for this contact.
There were no casunIties from either conta.ct ftnd the VC losses are unknown.
The 3d Bde received a call at 0545H th-,t ,n MRW outpost at XS 827875 ws
under a ground attack from an estimated VC compA,. The 2d Plt of Co C de-
parted its night location (XS 845885) to reinforce the outpost. At 0610"
at XS 927875, the platoon established contnct with ,n unknom size VC force.
The platoon wAs joined by the rest of Co C at 0642H. The compny remained
in contact until 2000H *oen the enemy withdrow to the south. Co C wns joined
at 1030H by Co A/5-) Inf (M) at XS 829876. The two unita were supported by
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nin. -Airstrikes Ad rtillery -.11 during tho d -y. US c-su-.lttos weoe 2 YHA,
48 1. (28 ruquirud duct Oftf). Ti,. -e. .1' "ro 213'VC body count (4/5-60 -
80O, C/5-60 - 35, B/7-1 C-%v - 518, ~". *;ad :11rtr-licce .6 30). Encmy
equipment cipturcd includcui1: 19 AHAf'a, Pff'-2 1-unchvr, I RPfl-56 M chne-
Sun, 63 B-40 roacoes 3 B-41 rockota, !ml -.n unknown -mmunt of looso sm-11l
aius MM~. Thu' tiv. disposition of units was: IP1CJ and Ruoon/2-47 Int (CPCOiJ
5-6o off 07180) .t xs 545879, co %(-) a*t XS 825872, Cu C at XS 4358376.

B Troop, 7-1 Cry supportod tho 5-60 Inf (M) (-) In its oontmcts
botvwun 0700H - 2000H.

a. 0 Ka,' 1968: Tho 6..31 Int conductud loc-l sucuritF' p-trols n-rouwi
theair night location with nvg.-tivo results. The dismosition of the unit a-t
nightfall was 'H, Cots It, D, ,nd 3 nt FS/PB Smoke (US 7$.19769). Co C con-
ductfod three platoon-sized "imbushoe via X9 015775, XS 115*3- and X-9 615755.

The 3-39 Imt conducted rocon in force onur-tions with (,a A (ruin-
forcod by Jtecen/2-47 Inf) and Co B. Co A esta',Ushad contatt with :,n unknown
situ) VC fbrce At XS 834875 A 1200H. The coan'.n'r received RPG, VW ind 81 firo
mid reacted with gunsl5.s, TAX Air, arty and organic wonpons. Co A wns rein.-
forced bY Ron/2-47 If A 1245H. The contact continued nat tho sine coordin~tes
throughout the dry' brenldng Pat 2000H. The casualtios for Co . for the d'r'
woe 3 WAi. A total. of 10 VC were ld~lod by Co, .. Co B esteblished cont-nct
with an uftwn size VC force -t XS 834878 rt 1445H. Co B wans supportcd bnr
helicopter gunships, TXI 11r, rtrt ' .nd org!-niLc weapons. The contact continued
until 2000H at the same coordinates. Tot-I1 casunlties for Co B were- 14 FHA
-avd 4 IfA. TM. VC losses were 37 killed by Co B Pnd 20 idlled b-v suploorting.
gunships. Ron/2-47 Inf sustt-ifled 7 11HA nnd one tra ck dnamaged by a RPG-2 round
while supporting Co A. The disposition of the battalion at ightfall1 'ea.sl
HIC end Recon At XS 845884; Co It a XS 839881; Co B kt X-S 4489; Rcn/2-4? inr
(CFCON to 3-39 Inf) st XS 845885.

The 4-39 Inf reactod to cant- ct initinatod by D Trop 3-5 C.-v.
At 10I.0H, 2/11/5-60 'Inf dep-vtod its night location nnd linked urv with -nn 'RVMT
pit nt XS 852783. Both units .usti%,blished contact with in unknown size VC
force iindiatoly. Co C dep-.rod Nha, Be in trucks -nd -%irbonts to reinforce
the contact arrivine in tho i'ron -%t 1245H. The units in cent act received .WG,
AN and SA fire. The units were supported byr helicontor gunships from D Trp,
3-5 CAy, TAC Air, -.rty and orgavnic weapons * The cant-ct continued -t tie same
coordinates until 1930H vten tho VC broke contact and withdrew to tic- southwest.
Total casualties for US units for the day were 1? MIA~. The VC losses Werc
42 VC DO. The disposition of tho bAttalicn at nightfall was: H?'9C, Cd E Paa4
Co C/3-39 A Nha Be (XS 917823); Co B nt C:at LAi (XS 958M9); Co C -at XS 861400;
and 2/A/5-60 Itf at IS 896873.

The 5-60 Inf (M) (-) conductod cotensivo p."trols in the nrea.% of
the contact on 7 &ay a.nd v'rund its night loocation And ncted ns a RRP for tic.
3-39 Itf and.4P39 Inf. The daylight pmatrols hnd negaiv results PAd the-dis-
position of units at nightfAll vss: HHC rnd Co C(-) at XS OW870; Ce A at
I9 8108M; Co 3/6-31 Inf (QCPON to 5-60 Inf) at XS 8302A66, XS 795465, and
X S 78868.

0B Troop/7-1 Cay oonducted screenirg missions south of SAiron
from 0700H to 1030H. The unit killed 8 VC in isolatcd cases throughout the

0 dare D Troop/3-5 Cay supported the 4-39 Inf from 07tn0H to 1930H ,.nd killed
fl25 VIC in the wree of contact (IS 852M37). The 3d Bdo loss for the dv.v wore:
O 4 MU.And19JMe. VC losses woe 112 VC BC.

COd. 9 Mkav 1968: The 6-31 lot conducted recon in force operations with
Co's A #514 C. 4t 0019H FS/Pb Smoke (ZS ?M969) ruceived 15 rounds of 82mm

> mrtnx fire, The counter-mortar firas resulted in 1 VC KIA with negative
friendly dege or casucolties. The batt.Alion conducted recon in force opera%-

40-' tioas during the d.,ywith Co Is ii. nd C. The units were u irlifted to. via
19 IS 96174 with Co A insert.ng first followed by Cc C. From the IZ ,the units

0move to the west with Co A in the lend. At 1500H both comanies established
'omtgot ith an estimted corqmay-size fboe * The units used helicopter. gun-
ships, TiC Air, rty and organic weapons to support 'their contact which con-
tinued until 19004, Durine the contnct, the two oqpnxdes sustained 15 WHA
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and killod 26 VC. Thu fin,-l dispoo t' on o f r,!its ft ni<htfall was: HHC,
Co's D aud t, at FS/Pb &moicc (is 'It,' c,. AS 8( -'74; Co }TICUIJ to
3-39 inf; mnd Co C ,t t$ A67874. T, .- 39 In' w ' I :,-nuous VA
south of Sigon du-ring Liu night of C. ,,I. Usio.: .tar. L, scope, he
spottzd several sapims and onu group uf I s VC driwix the night Using hell-
copter gunships ,'nd ,rty, he kIlled 6 VC vie XS 7137.0 -xid sank 3 s-inpans vic
XS 846655. At 0225H thu b-ttalion i'..old CP (OS L/ . 8%5 began ruceiving a
mortar attack. Thu on.mp reccived % total of 50 ro!'nds of 82 mn beforn the
,ttack ceased at 0255H. At 0345H, the c 'u eamL under a mortar nd ground
attack by an estimated V%; b.-ttalion. The tt ck continued until 0630H when
the VC withdrew to the south -xid west. The contact was supported by holicop-
ter gunships, USAF C-47 Spooky fl,-.re rnd gunships, arty n.nd org-nic wenpons.
US casualties from the attack wore 2 KHA -nd 67 WA. nemy losses wore 4 VC
KIA. During the day Co A condtucted recon in force operations in thu vic of
the battalon basecamp with negative results. Co 3 conducted recon in force
southwest of the battalion basec-xmp in pursuit of the attacking force. The
company received sniper firo: three different tines between 0700H -nd 140011
with no casualties. At WA4OH via X3 843878, Co 13 estxblished contact with an
unknown size VC force. The action continued until 1700H with the enewy fire
fluctuating between heavy' to sporadic. The action w.as supported with helicopter
gunships, TnC ,ir, -rty and organic weapons. The action resulted in 12 VC
body count and I US WHA. The 3-39 Inf received CPCON of B/6-31 Inf At 1400H
to support the B/3-39 Inf contact. Jhen the compa-ny ,-ppro-.ched tht aret of
contact, they began receiving spor.dic sniper fire. The company established
a block to the southwest of the conta.t area. The sporadic sniper fire con-
tinued until 1700H nd resulted in 9 US WHA. Thu action resulted in 10 VC IaA
for Co B/6-31 Inf. Hcn/2-47 Inf (OPCON 3-39 Inf) conducted locajl patrols
in the vie of the battalion basecamp (XS 845886). The p..trols sustained 1 US
WHA from sniper fire at 1500H vic XS 844855. The disposition of units at
nightf.ll was: HHC, Co B, Acn/3-39 and Rcn/2-47 at XS 845385; Co A at XS 842883;
and Co C POCVH to 4-39 Inf.

The 4-39 Inf conducted recon in force operations with Co's C/4-39
Inf and C/3-39 Inf. The units moved from XS 860800 to the south to a villge
located at IS 853784. Prior to reaching the vilLage at XS 857790, the units
established cont.ct with an estim:.tod comany. The action wx.s supported by
helicopter gunships, T.X Air, urtJr - xd or nnif.c weapons and resulted in 2 US
WHA and 34 VC body count. The disposition of the battalion at nightfall was:
WE md Co's C and E at Nha Be (XS 916822); Co B at XS 977853; and Co C/3-39
Inf at XS 842794.

The 5-60 Inf (1-) conducted recon in force operations with Co's
a and C from XS 804868 towards the 3-39 Inf basec.amp (US 845886). At 13001.
vie XS 833877, both companies ostablishd contact with an ostimated VC com-
pany. The units killed 5 VC in the action which continued for one hour ,nd
sustained 9 US Wh. The disposition of the battalion at nightf.ll was: K11C

>%and Co C at XS 810877; ,nd Co t (-) at LS 797865.
The 2-47 Inf (14) became LPC( to the 3d de at 1130H and sonduc-

ted recon in force operations vic XS 860880. At 1550H the battalion established
contact with an estimated VC battalion. The action continued until IM30H when
the VC withdrew to the south. The Action was supportod by helicopter gunships,

sn TAC Air, arty and organic wespons nd resulted in 61 VC body count, 7 AK-47's,
2 RPG-2 launchers usd 2 PD-56 machineguns captured. The unit sustained 18
US KHA and 36 US W1iA. The battalon established a battalion field location
at S 872886 with all units co-located at this location.

Troop D/3-5 Cay supported contacts of 5-60 Inf, 3-39 Inf, and
6-31 Inf during the day Pxd killed 7 VC, s-.nk 6 saonpns, destroyed 28 structures
end caused 8 secondary explosions.

Troop B/7-1 Cay supported the 2-47 Inf and 4-39 Inf contacts
killing 30 VC and destroys.ng 1 ea 122mm rocket launcher vie XS 836852.

e. 10 Kay 1968: The 6-31 Inf conducted footmobile rucon in force
operations during the morning vie X3 860874 with Co's A and C. The operation
had negative rosults. At 1440H Co A and Ce C conductod airmobile assaults into
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aL XS 813835. ructing to the 5-60 It Iii) qontact, From thb L , thy
units movd west to the wodline then seuthwist to X3 04827. Both comp.anios
established a block oriented to the ehat at this location. The block had
negative results. The final disposition of thu units at nightfall w-.s: HIE,
Co'a B, D, and r, at FS/PB anoke (13 789769); Co A at XS 794829; and Co C at
XS 814822.

The 3-39 In! conducted footmobile recon in force operations with
Co's A n d via Z 0341882. At 0930H Co B departed its niht location (S
34585) and bugan moving to thu northwest. At 1005H vic ZS 841882, the coin-
pan: begi.,n receiving APG ,vd automatic weapons fire. Thu comprny reactod with
helicoptur gunships from Troop /7-l Car, T^C Air and arty. ;.t 1100H Co A do-
prted its night locrtion (XS 842880) to support the contact nnd entered into
the engagemont at 1255H. iit 1300H Recon/3-39 Inf ,lso reinforced the contr.ct.
The throe units kept the enemy force wftainud in their bunkers ,nd used arty
and -dratrikus on the enemy wh.lo Troop D/3-5 Cav screanod ,nd provided gun-
shLp support. The contact continued until 1930H when Co's h and B swept into
the ,xea of contact. The action resulted in 65 VC body count, 5 US KHA rnd
27 US WHA.

Thu 4-39 Inf conducted waturborno (airboats) screening op-ations,
waturborne aseaults and footmobilv recon in forco operations in northern Nh.a,
Be District (vie X3 865865). During the night (OO4OH, 0225H, ,z.d 0254Hy,
Co C/3-39 Inf (OPCCN to 4-39 Inf), in an mbush position vie XS *a41790, engaged
a total of 7 snmpans heding north toward Smigon. The aroa of Mbush was swept
at first light ,A 8 VC bodies wo' foWd alongi enough crnned goods and rice
to fed 100 mon approximnately two drys. Co C/4-39 screened in the Airboats
between XS 8658:5 and XS 855882. At 1230H the company boachod at XS 857849.
While searching an airstrikc Prea (S 857849), the company found A total of
18 VO bodius killed by T,%C Air, arty !and small arms. The disposition of units
at nightfall was: HHC and Co's C and .at Nha Bo (X3 916822); Co B at XS 858800;
and Co C/3-39 (OCKON 4-39 Inf) at XS 893802.

The 2-47 Inf (M) conducted mechanized rocon in force operations
with Co's A and C from XS 873884 to the west with nogativo results. The batt,-
lion established a battalion field location a.t XS 810872 Adth seven platoon-
size ,=bushes in that general vicinity.

The 5-60 Inf ( i) conducted mechmnized rucon in force oporntions
with Co's "A and C. The coopnies departed their ni. ht locations and moved
south to reinforce .n ARVN outpost which was under attack (Xs 813825). At
1120H vic XS 813828, Co t established contact with an 3stimtted VC company
in heavily fortified bunkers. Co C moved to the east flank and two companLes
fron the 6-31 (A and C) were insorted on the west. All unite battered the
VC all day until2JM when tho contnct was broken. Hulicopter gunships from
Troop D/3-5 Cav, TAC Air, arty Ad organic weapons supported the contt.ct, The
action resulted in 4 ,US MA, 28 US WH, and 20 VC M. and 3 VC POW's. The fin.%l
disposition for tho battalion was: HH and Co C at XS 810863j Co A(-) At
XS 815876; and 1/A/5-60 Inf at XS 820870.

Troop B/7-1 Cay supported the 3-39 Inf in its contact during the
day. Tot.ls for the action were 5 VC KIA.

Troop D/3-5 CaV spported the 5-60 Inf (M) and 6-31 Inf contact
all through the day. Totals for the action wers 11 VC HIL, 1 VC Wil;,, 16 sam-
pans destroyed, and 39 structures destroyed.

f. 11 May 1968: The 6-31 Inf conducted nirmobile and rocon in force
operations with Co's A end C. t first light the two units began sweeping the
area of yesterday's cont.ct (IS 814820). During the sweep at XS 81523, Co A
discovered 3 VC KIA, 2 HG-2 launchers, 13 B-40 roel:ets, 3 AK-4719, 2 AX-47
bandoliers, 10 chicom grenAes, 15 lbs of clothing nnd 1 lb of documents.
The company also destroyed 12 bunkers in the some area. Co C in the same are-
found 3 B-W rockets, 1 K-50, 1 IVG-2 launcher, 1 SKS rifle, 1 9bn pistol, I
AK-47, I i-50, 1 chicom rrdio and some web gear. From this crea Co C con-
tinued operations to the south. t 1515H vie XS 823797, the company engaged
am estimated VC platoon. The contact w.s supported by Troop D/3-5 Cay mid
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arty ryd brokv at 16001. Thu -tiun ruaultud In 4 US MHA end the onmy csu%1-
ties :i unknown. Th. disposition ot thu bntt dlin -t nightf-.11 wrs: h1C,
Co' .% and 4 at F3/P8 Soku (XS 789769)j Co B at X 1 45878; Co C tt XS NOOM;
.nd Co 0 at 9 8866770.

The 3-39 Inf conductsd rcon In forc opcr..tions with Co's % -nd B
Initially. Co . conduct.d footmobilh optr-tions from XS 826864 to the northe, r,
At 111511 via XS h36875, the coop-ny startud rucuiving RM; Automatic we pons,
and msal ,rs fire from an eoti-.tad 50 VC. Thu cosp.y r",tzt, d with Troop D/
3-5 Cv gunships# arty a-nd TKC iLr. Rn/2-47 Inf (M) ws positlonad to ths
north ot tho contact in a blocldqr position. At 12001, tho plato n c.-n undur
heavy mlato.tio n m=all -=a firti trom thw VC forco attamptirvv to withdraw
to tho north. The two units poundud thu onomv from both sidas all during the
day until tho VC broke contact nt 18011. The units austeinod 5 US MIA As a
result of the contrct end killed 27 VC. Co B conductod recon in forcu opor*%-
tins ftom 3 8W883 to the south. ,st 0930H vie IS 845879, thu oonpaky oat.-b-

tshud contact with an o3tiw.%tod rainfood VC ooeW.ny. Co B/6-31 Inf wva
placed OPCON to the 3-39 Int and wed tro XS 850880 wost to the point or
contact establishing contact axd bloc ing from the east .t 1100H. Co B/2-47
bn (I) was placed OPCON to thu 3-39 Int at 0930 H nd bzgn movine south to
the point of contact at 1000H. st 1100H Co 9/2-47 nf ostablishod a bloc .
oriented north at XS 84680. i.t 1105H the unit bogen receiving 8A fire. ;1
of the units Involved pounded the onomy with TAO Air A orgmdo v.pons until
2000H *on the contact brokoe. ho action rouultod in 9 US I4i. and 21 VC body
cout. The final disposition of the battalion wvs$ HM at XS 845884; Co A at
M 834976j Co B at 13 8i82, end Co C at Z[ 84772.

The 4-39 Int conducted airmobilo and rocon in fcroo opurAtions
northe.At of Rha Be. The opuration hrA negatiw results and the disposition
of the battalion at nightfAll w s iHC, Co'e 3 and S at Uh,. Be (X3 916822);
and Co C At S 886772.

The 2-47 nt (M) conductcd local patrols from the vicinity of its
night lootions with nentiw results. Thu disposition o units at nightfall

1us HICt XS 810M ;Co at XS 7041J and (obC at XS 54887.

The 5-60 Int (M) conducted locral patrols from Its night location
south of Saigon with negative results. Thu disoosition of units at nidhtfall
was: HHC and Co A at S 815877; W 86Co 5at XS 817872.

Troop B/7-1 C,.v supported thu 3-39 tnf vid 6-31 nf contactsIdll:ILg 6 VC,

Troop D/3-5 Cay also supported both contacts with nug.tive results.

S. 12 !rq 1960s Thu 6-31 Int conducted ,4rmoV.lo assaults And foot-
mobilo roca in forco opurati ons in southorn Dinh Chah District with nvg.tiwve
retse. The disposition of units at nighttfe.1 was HHC, Coe A and £ .
?S/1al bake (15 789769); Co B at X3 8478761 Co C(-) at X9 845785; WVw'-/ tr
at XS 804775.

The 3-39 nt and fttached units had spcrndio contact in the nren
of the 11 May contact with groups of VC varying In -4so from a fir* toam to .
platoon. The groups woor sprend and appeared to be the reinoints of the units
deoged 11 May. Tho battalion field CP recived n total of 23 rounds at 75M
maedn eus ri fire from an unknown also VC torce. Thore we no casualties
and the oounter-ortar fire produced unlmou results. t 0830H vie XS 828874,
Co 4. found 20 IC Mi, 20 &-A rounds, I 5IO.-7 launchorp 8 t-47te 2 JX-50's,

ord owb gr. t 1050 viO X, 84M8 2 o beagan rocaiving sniper fire
ftom c. nppapala avea. The ooany attackod the asa, wiaging and kiling 5 VC
and osptwiuf 1 ;A47. The eacy ontinuad to se.arch in tho Area. "t 1630H
via 6 041 61, Co Wsgaged a V% plat6n W iUng 15 VCo. & 1440H Co 3/2-47
(CIO= to 3-39 Inf) o sitCLA an estiwmted squad killin I I V and c.pturing
=&l amout of ml. aiim mio. The oontast far all units wA sporadic all

dUy. The total@ for the dnys action wres 89 1C MA, 8 -47', 2 A-50Osp
1 SO- launche', 30 rds of /-47 wwo 150 US 150.o000 _!o of Saigon, 20
N-A ide, ed a 5 O-7 tde. Thu disposition of the battalion was 1Mop Rcn/
3-39 I. and su2-47 Znf at XS 845 ; Co A nt X8 841876 to XS 891879; Oo
at IOS 61.8 and Co C at X9 8433
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hQI 4-39 IrXf conduotud '.Armobilbu n+ults ..-Ad footmobilu rucon In
for" oper.tions vith Coe a and C in wuturn Nha Bi District .S 157849). it
1300H via Ab 857850, Co B discovarld 3 VC IkIlud by f.rty* I B-40 rdt 15 munn
& .VISS 2 AKw471e and a meall brg of X1 ao. The rust of the opuration had
rwa tivu results. Thu disposition of tho battlion at rdhtfall weo: HC
Co' C and S at MM Be (XS 916822)l Co B at ZS 069777.

The 2-47 Inf conducted oiohanjiod rOon lin f rce opurations vieX3 857886 vdth nugativo results. Thu disposition of thu battalion -t niphtf.%llws 141C at XS 875396; Co B a t Xs 8"na. Co C at X3 8548871 and Ben MI At
X3 8113973.

The 5-60 It (N) conductud loorl patrols with negative rasults.Thu disposition of the battalion at nightfnll me: HHC and Co C at XS 877872;
Co d at %S 815M6 and S 896864.

?roeop D/3-5 Cyv and T"€op D/7-1 Cay supportud 3-3' aont.,cts %dth
0/3-5 Ca, kIlling I VC.

h. 13 KV 1968: Thu 6-31 Znf conducted airmobile assaults md foot-
motile roeon In forc, operations 11th Coe As Cs crM D in southern Dinh ChpnhDistricts . 163011 vi X3 79M8 Co D found I VC lgIA and two hand grunade
booby traps. The coupany doetroyd 13 bunkors in tho rea. At 1640H the con-
pamy had I US WM frm a booby trap. The battalion S.3, airborne ovr
XS 814774, Mpottud 3 VC KIa feLUAirg in the river, AU other operations had
negative results, The diqosition of tho battalion at dghtfal us: WHC, Co's
^o C, and I at FSPB Dooo (X3 789769), Co B OPON to 3-39 Inf; Co D at
Z3 7908350.

The 3-39 Int conducted mop-iq operations south of Saigon vithCo' 4 (via LS 8.5875), nl (via IS 84676)1 1/6-31 (via XS 847878), B/3-39 and
8/2-47 (vi. XS 8.280 aMd wst), ,,U. body counts md oqulpment oeqtu-od were
a result of previous actions acoupt for I 1VC IA by B/6-31 Inf vit 13 849577
at 134 , pad I POW orptwud by 8/2-47 vie . 7882 at 1000H. Tho totals
for tho dqa wes Co 43-39 - 16 VCKAq Oo9/3-39 - 14.1 1VC 1p/6-31 - 15
VC KZ.., Rcon/3-39 - I VC K1.4 8/2-47 - I RM captured. Squipmnt cnpturcd forthe da was: 13 619's, 2 $ii.50'g, 27 B-40 rockats, 3750 7.62 rds, I Cal 38
nistol, 1 .Cal 25 Pistol, 7 hioca peWee, I IC flags I VC amp %dth m.w-ings.
Co we mvind from south of Saigon to Bach Klen in the aftonon. Tho dio-

sition of units P t nfghtfAU was, HHC, 3/3-39, B/6-31 and fon/3-39 via

The 4-39 lnt conduted Armobile assaults and recon in forceoprenims northwst of Rha Bw vth nugistivn rosults. Two un from Co B werewowded by a g enade booby tr p. The disposition of the battalion at nightfi-ll
%ss Mti0, Coe , iis and C/3639 at fta Be (XS 916622); Co C/4-39 at XS 847786.

The 2-47 nf (W) enduotod local security patrols fram tho vio of
their might losatiore. The disposition of units at nightfall was: IBIC nnd
11m PIt at X8 S61893 CoD9 at X 730031 and Co C ct 13 $46885.

The 5-60 Int WM oonduotad m'ohanLsod reoon in force opertions via
XS 7578 i1th Cotl B and C. I& 1330H via 1S 70D780, Co B establishod contactfaLth an estbuatd VC platoon in a heui2ly bunarod area. Troop D/3-5 Caw, T;C
Art aty ws orgnic wapons q-m-bd the contaut, At 1600K Co B s joined
from the wit b0 Co C/5-60 bnt, che contact continued until 2000H and result d
in 6US Me 8 S ;-ad30I M M. Z~ ,opD/J Ca Also klled 15VC Al.
wi+pating the 5-0 Int. Th dispOt'tic.. of the unit at nightfall. , ' URI
Sad Co C0t ZS 710796; e Co, at 7, 74,773.

i% troop ,/-5 Cay sreuwned the Bd. AO south of Saigon And supportod
the 5-40 at oantaet.
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12. Itesultel

~.Priu~vily lassos during th6 opur.%tion wure:

(1) US MI 43

(2) US WAi 253

b. Entay losses durIng the optirir.tion wrut

(1) Parsonn%.li

(a) VC KLI.- 876

(b) POW: 9

(2) Equipment C.-Tturodi

sailn ;wm as

Cew-Sorvwd Weapons 24

W mmo185 rds

PRC-25 kidio I

Small.m x .wrAu 5300 rds

Web Gcr ~ 30 lbs (.,Ipprox)

Clothas 25 lbs (apprc=)

Docume~nts 12 lbs (approx)

(3) Squipwmt Dstroyud:

Sunkorm 426

GrantAus 23

122mu atoco' Linunchurs 2

Structures 295

a, Tactioni. Ar 3upports Durine tha oparation tho 7th US.AF sup-
ported the Xd Bdw "0o NwDi1U" with 37 proplnnod ard 52 imoudistu~ airstrikes.
1ppldmtoa1y 90% of the airstiis mum~ foflowd by swmeps of tho targot
aru~a by greumd troops.

13* iudidstrtivu Hatturst

a. No significat problcms mio "cnoturod. in providing logistiA2.
mqlprt to Dd& untts during the operation. The 4-39 Int and 6-31 Int wv ra-
suplid bY Air and voiol from their NM/I*' at UM By and PS/P09Swimk re-
pwativulyo The 3-39 Into 2-47 Int (K), and 5-60 ftf (K) wru rmuppliW~ by air
vid from battalion forwad trains locations In S.-icorV~or~ Dinh by vahieles.

~be Coumdeations throughout tho oporation Vm' provided by FN ari
Me~M BohaT d Ml wro providad by tho sommioations platoons RIC& 3d Bdo

ard thm 9th Mpnal, Bn. Tho 3d 34.o ?owd Tmt.oesl Operatio.ns Centeor me pro-
vided ith what'" lines to thlw 9th Division at Domentp MN id CM in Saign.

at Idionl support meprovided by Co D# 9t~h ) eaL In located nt
Can Dot Airstrp# Tan An# Mei U. problem tzn davoloped during the opomAtions
and dust offs wrw conduotod in a hkghly iufficiu~t and proftemionml manner.
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d. 1hy c'ntinuA. comLtct or..tA4 soov rdnor problums in thu mnn
tuiwica of .qldp~jnt, but coaa-nd umoihapio, on tho prrorwricu or jptJvoftivu
wdn1tit.anncu nt jwry nv-.i1bl, Imownt runvdiud thu sitwrtion.

%-. Thu probluxu of r utgu.vg wea Rrntl prim?-rily by refucvw centers
4.tlishud In SWgon by ChD pursonnol. 'all rutuavus colloct-d wurw Aar&d
tnoportation by thy O4. to thsu cuntors.

14. Spucial raquipau.nt anid Tuchniquesa
:k. -~t'hiu sda iht wres thu use at it U111D 1oulcoptur -nd/or

duvicus V') conduct visua ruconzv'iss'.no,, at thu w.%turways :,j4 WOC's south of
Sri~gon. This dqoni4A thu. unum!' Uwj use of thu mt%;rwys us LC's.

b. Findirg t:,u vumy locatud in built-up or ho..ili-fortified iLrci.s
necuscitntud the froquornt usu of tactical mir support, rtillorY Pnd hulicoptur
gunships. In Md~~on to killing tho onwmy, thin allovwd tim for ruorg-vi~all
tion of units in contact to the most f vorn'blv nttack pos:tion and pinned the
atiimy down long umou~h for rainforumunts to Arrivu.

c. Thij tvohniquu of houwolto-houza fiihtinC, first Bu.en in thq; TLT
Otfginsivu, once atunin h-.d to be used to rout tho %ncaty from positions in built-
UP Arwas.

d. Thu B~oston Araelr boa'ts - ttachod to the 4-39 Int wore usod on
two occasions to ruintorco unit., in contact. Aftur beachinj troops, th6 boats
wro USA to scroon watorwirs.

15. mrndorVs Mnalysis:

- nurin; thu eight-dAy poriod, tho 3d 1&lo w?%s henvily ongngvd vdth
theo xuivnltmt LT six WO battalions attempting to infIltra-tv Snigon from~ thu
south. To rounter the threats highly mobile defunsivo positions ca~sed of
fivu (5) battali otis wru positioned across tho southern side of the city. From
comany to batt.-lon-size basq. Von .lesAuts of the Bdo conducted rocon in forcu
oparatians to the south neutrrtliuina wany VC/NV.. fbrces Weore they could ren'ch
the defensive positions south of Saigon. Operations of this typo wurQ made
possible through uxtonoivo use of Assnult Holieoptir Cocponics (..H) rid rivur-
inu operations. The battalions wro able to repidlr :wli to oithtir modc of
trtuisportation, -nd quickly idtoh from one to the other wtthout loss of
momntuma or time. Opeorations isiro cnducted over idduly varying torrstin r-nc-
Intg from rice pinddios to built-up areas. To raduco the high ensur'lty r-tO
nomWy ozporioncod w4*II mutrolisint An antrun4hud enemy ina house-to-houtL.
fightiig, tActical airstrikes wore u".~ MztonuivulY. The effectiveness of
the ") airstrikus dcivorod In support, of 840, oportions during the period 1s
rulected in thu fina @2y ratio 20.3/1, BuDcause of the heavy vegotation
raong thu numerous vat%,rwV*y south of Saigon, A mjor problem .fe~cing friendly
forces mas locating the enomy both during his rttoupt to infiltrate ,nnd oxfil-
tr~its thu city. Two of thu most effective awane of locating enemy troops Wes
through the use of air cay' troops# and aquabwas (=mbushes along wtorwras).
Aquabushes placed alonC thu various iaaterwiys in the AD provided vAlu.blo in-
fomation on simmy idtlAraiml routes and poced a constant throat to onoMY
movamant conducted priwrily during hours of reduced visibility. ;ir cay
troops yw most effective during dftyltght hours wihen theiy conducted aerial
rwecon adA, thien the sitlaition arranbod, roconf in force Operations with their
or ade sorb scout platoon. The -4~r onv troops recon large areas of turrnin

Lfshort periods of tire iddr.h side thm ideal for our operations.- Action
conducted during this period clarly demonstratud tho Offactivones of a
flicble dafanse tad -Crjssivuj purcuit of wiomy forces.

16 Moccmssiationst

a. Operations in 1kinh Chanhp UM Do mid Capitol Idlitary Districts
should ontirAa util th..t arc& is clo.red of all VO units that participatod in
thes 2d Offnsie on Saigo future operations should be concentrated on Irtil-
tratimn routes for supplies and aquipiAat '611to tha Saigon rrA to provunt
ulother WMdvdq and attack on thu city.
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b. , 1v n grunt din of Itport.wcu rust be placud on thu SalCon
arva# ~-soale oporations must be oonduotud moro fruquuntly in Long An and
Other wovinces. During the long purid of tiew th.t tho bulk of th brignde's
forces worv in thu Saigon rca only litud opur.%tions ind local security-typo
oerAtions could bu conductud In other arvAs. Laok of brig.e oporttions in

14rd An and olsowhuru pormittwd the VC to construct nuw b!= aroas t move
Additional olumonts and supplies into outlying provincos.

c. Increased i.Vortono must bc. pl.cod on th sucuri.ty of bridf.LS
alonS HW 4. The highwarv Is a vitel link botweon the capitol city of Saigon
and the delta ro ion am1 is th, main Artery for comoroinl aa wall as military
traffic movine In and out of thu Delta. It w.s cloarly domonstratod during thu
2d Offensivu on Saigan that thu highwy And bridges mst be trffiable at all
times In order br forcus in long ,an And other provinces to rrpidly runct to
VC Activities in the Saigon nrn.

d. Cantinuud ophasis mst be plncud on RF/PF outposts in tho S-igon
arua and upCriding the offoctivonoss of thoso vital installations. US -nd RVN
forois must continue to wrk in closo ooordi.nation in ordor to invuru th.t
dI/PF outposts are provided with all noesary mntorials and w.pons. io systum
to allow quicker roinforcmont of RF/PF outposts by US and RV forcos must bu
duwlopud in order to proruct theme positions fr n numoricaly suporior forcus.
t present this is difficult to acomplish due to rowto locations of outposts,

eamaicaticns and transportntion problems.

a. Continued aqphamis must be placed on tho m-jor VC infiltrticn
and supply routes that lotd through the Pl-In of Ruods into Lon: An Provinco
and subsequently into Saigon. Night VR missions .s w ll as SLAB and
R&D H .N ds ions in the Plain of goods oust be continued in conjunction with
daylight missions.

f. flcplnoing of obsolato oquipmont ourrontltl being used by WVN
forcus must cont.3,.;o at As rap-Ld a rato am possiblo. In this rogard, the
iscuo of 1-16 rM.: s to AkIN urjn h s not only ircasvd the firo powor and
WfIctivoness of the AV;: soldlurs Wt h!.s Civon incroasod confidonco to

their vr-groidn aggrsoosive atituds.

g.. Civio actions proga s should be gi-on Mded phmis -nd
expmranod, Projccts should bo conducted undo tho control cf VN kAd given
all possible support by S. It met bocom oro of a program of the Viotnrimeso
for the Viotnazso.

M~ TIL. COMM4DKM
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