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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICKE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (22 Nov 68) FOR OT UT 68X081 27 November 1968

SUBJECT: Combat AS;;r Action Report =~ Operation TOAN THANG, 11Q, 3d
Brigade, I.lW)mloG"P riod 8 April - 23 June 1968 (1)
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SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance

with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure that the
Army realizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera-
tions,

3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned
Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons
Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appearing in the
reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the
attached report are encouraged to recommend items from it for inclusion
in the Index by completing and returning the self-addressed form provided
at the end of this report.
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as Major General, USA T
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to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794, THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Governrment
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever, and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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DelaiDrda® OF ‘Ho suw)
Ju BhIGack, 9rH WvFanTnY wiVlsluw
AU Laid FluaW1seu 96573

<0 August 1968
Comb .t uper..iuns after action repo.t (unlv/iC5/d3/52) (L)

Cowmand Chauqnels

Couvana.r

U. o, Miiitury assistance Command, Vietnwa '
AlTh. Ja43 ‘

kO 96243

or lacatity wnu/or Type of Uperation: Pl.ui rH.AG

ée U.tes of Cperation: 8 spril - 23 June 1968

Jo Locction: long An Provicne, Binh Chanh ana Nha se vistiicts, Gia Linh

Frovince,

4, Controi or Coumand He.d. uurters: Heaa.uarters, 3d brig.de, 9th lntuntry

Division

Lloc.ted ut Tau an (au 546649).

5. hevorting Ufficer. Couionel George C. L.asoun, Co.ianding Officer, 3d

Briga.e,

9th Int.ntry ivicion,

6., Taak (1geniz.tion.

ae U. we Forcus:

(1) Maneuver Bactalions.

4d Battaiion, 3d Intentry (uatal 7 iay)

6th Buttutson, 318t Infantry (efrecuive o7 a)ril)

3d pattalion, 39%th lusantry

4Lth Battuiion, L9th Infantry

<nd Battaiion, 47th Infuatry (U9 lhay « <0 may 68)

5th vatiasion, é0th Infantry (19 .).px-i.l. « 16 June) (20 June = <3
June

3d bquauroi, 11th arworea Cavairy (30 apr = 5 iy 68)

(2) wig.ue vonticl:

HHC, 34 ixie, 9th lnf Div

2-4 arty (=) LS

Btry B, 7-8 arty (8 in and 175m:.) Co revndorciug
Btry C 1=84 arty (155um) 1eiufurciag
Btry B (=), 1=-84 arty (155il1) reinforeing
4 Flt, 9th aF Co (JFT)

su F1t, Co C, 9th oig Bn (57)

Co Uy 709th Maint Bn (Uo)

Co C, 15th gy B (vs)

Co C, 9th mec in ()

™, th nl vet (orrl)

3d Plt. 335 i.C (-JRT)

Qec, 4th an Plt, «<a Ca Co (t)”).

v Fla Tis, ..46h roYoro Co (oFf)

2d PLt, C Ltry, 9=¢ m1ty (uo)

< rit, H ptry, ~9th arty (us)

ggxoc;é" ;r DOWNGRADED M"!’;:n u'o:mals:
DECLASSIFIED 12 YEARS,
CONFIDENTIAL 50D DR 5200.10
Inclosure 1
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b. Vietnamese forces operating in close coordinaticn and
cooperatidn with 3d Brigade units:

L6th Inf Regt (.RVN)

50th Inf Regt (.RVN)

30th R.G

RF/PP Forces, Loeng An Province

Nha Be ani Binh Chanh District Forces
5th Kangor Group

Capitol M litary District Farces

~, 7. Supporting Forces:

II Meld Forces iviation Units
Lth USKF
1st Log CMD

8. Imelligence:

‘a« Enemy situation during operation TOAN THANG

(1) Zarly in Operation TOAN THANC, VC/NVA Forces in sub-region
3 concentrated on resupply and recruitment in preparati for their second
offensive in the Saigon area, During this period in early and late April,
enemy forces avoided contact except where their troop base areas and logistical
installations were thre-tcned. Enemy initiated activity early in TOAN THRIG
was concentrated on harass'.ng and probing t'pe attacks on RF/PF outposts and
ARVN-allied base areas. Emphasis was placed on the severing of route #i and
major bridges along routo #4 and route #5A., leading up to the enemy's
initiation of the 2d offensive, concerted effort was placed on the aforemen-
tioned enemy activities in an attempt to cover maneuvering of the attack
forces into the CHD area immediately south of Salgon. There wasevidence
that the enemy, attempting to Lolster its elements, began a significant
shifting and dividing in order to remier the rearward supporting elements
nare effective, This was evidenced far example with the C/312th LF Co.
C/312 normally operated as a support company to the MF element entcring
Long An on the northwest commo~liaison route. The 312th was unatle, because
of inherent responsivilities, to comduct coordinated sizable attacks. All
of their attacks werc strictly harassin: and probing in nature, However,
they initiated thds dividing trend bre from one campany to three
(C1, €2, and C3), This division enabled C/312 to expand its ares by same
20 K*s, and it rencdared them capable of coordinatcd attacks throughout -
the Tan 4n area. It also gave them the capability to function throughout
the Thu Thua area and a portion of the Ben luc area. It was obvious that
the enemy was increasing impetus on all fronts for maximum support during
the oflensd ve, It was during this periocd that their propaganda, sabotage
ard military proselyting efforts wore significantly insreas¢ds: -

(2) The 34 Bde, realizing the significance of this increased
impetus, deployed all of its military resources in an attempt to nullify
the enomy's effectiveness. The enemy's efforts were thus thwarted in their
2d offanalve, The enemy's thrust from the south, with elements of the
2d Ind, Phu loi II, and 506th Bns, was a dismal fallure and cost him the
equivalent of three bns, Immediately following this pericd, the enemy
avolded contact utilizing loc's for movement out. of the Saigon area.
Sgniticantly, the encmy failed to make use of his artillery or commence
heavy ortar attacks to recoup his position. All attacks during this
period were cover for MF movement. This was noted particularly wWth the
frequent attacks on Rach Klen, Contacts established around this time indicated
the presence of enamy units in the post TET base areas, The only thrests
during this time were evidenced in the Ben Lue area with the trigades as
a target, The enemy meintained a lesser but possible threat with positions
of at least two battalions along the southern long An border. The 261
Bn was consistently reported in -he area vic XS 4565, and the 514 Bn and
another has been reported in the general area vic XS 5857,

(3) The local force elaments supporting the offenslve
remained relatively inactive in sub-region 3,

CONFIDENTIAL 2
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(4) The remaincer of TOAN TH.NG was spent forret out’
what remained of enemy urdts in the southern Saigon.pma. e

(5) The enemy cancemtrated at this point on rcplacements,
rooupply and avoiding of contact in proparstion for a possible 3d of fensive,

(6) The enemy maintained presaure on the cities md towns
by threats, harassmonts and attacks by fire in accordance with his policy
of strangling the cities and consolidating his control of the countryside,

(7) Toward the end of liay and early June, prior to the 3d
Bde rove south, the encmy was goared hoavily toward propaganda goals. The
enemy maintained pressurc on the cities and LOC's, Saigon was attacled onna
continuing bnsls as wore the mzjor routes into the city, ithin Long An
Province the cities wre subjected to attacks by fire and ground attacks on
a limited acale, Significantly, the attacks within Long .n were conducted
by local [orces rather than major urdts, Conti uing revorts of resupply
and replacement activity along the Vam Co Dong and Vam Co Tay LOC's pointed
to a hurriud building of the encmy major forcus,

(8) Two bn size cepladensit groups crossed route #4 from north
to south,

(9) igent renorts during this period noted an eastward shift
of the enemy's major forces in long An to a more central position and a
resup,lying of arcas of operatich for ijajor units,

(10) Enemy activity increased in all areas for a rassive
offensive prior to lote iugust, They maintained this attitude zt “he time
of 3d Brigade's departure rrar Tan An to Dong Tam,

9. Mission: 3d Bde in close coordination and cooperation wdth 4éth
Inf Regt (.RVN), 50th Inf Regt (.iVN), and 5th anger Gp (.RVN) conducts
offensive operations to clear assigned AC withia the Capital Military

District, Binh Chanh and Mha Be Oistricts and to destroy VC/NV. forces
operating in Long in Province,

10. Concept: The 3rd Bde in close ecordination with the Léth Inf
Aegt (.RVN), s0th Inf Regt (iRVN), 5 th Ran-er Group (/RVN), and Long An
Sector forces conducted airmohdle assaults, water born assaults, reconnais-
sance in farco, cordon and search, night patrolling, and ambush operations
« chin Binh Chanh, and Nha Be Districts and long /n Province to clear
Gnsignsted AU's of VC/NV. forcos and destroy thelr base areas and L(C's,
The origade employed fror: three to five battalions as maneuver fa'ces to
accomplish assigned missiuns, The 3-39 Inf conducted reconnaissance in
force opurations in northern Long in Province ard within the CL.D to locate
and destroy VO/NV. forces, The 5-&0 Inf conducted reconnaissance in force
operations in C!D, Binh Phuoe, and Binh Chanh Districts to destrey VC/NVi
forces, The Bn also secured the Ben Luc Bridge with one company. The
2-3 Inf corducted reconnaissanco in force operations in Binh Chanh District
to provide security for hignwey L and destroy VC/NVA forces opuorating
vithin the district, The 4~39 Inf conducted cloaring operations in Nha Be
District to locate and destroy VC/NVA forces and continued maintd ning
a canpany base at Cat Lal tc secure man water LOC's in the area, The 6-31
Inf conducted reconnaissance in force operations in Binh Chanh district ami

CMD to locate and destroy VWC/NVi forces, The 2-47 Inf conducted reconnaissance

in force oporations within the CvD to locate and destroy VC/NVA forces
attenmpting to enter Saigon.

11, Exocution: Early in Oporation TOAN TH/NG, contact with VC/NVA
forces was limited to small-scale operations axcept whero combat was forced
bty friendly forces or enemy veapons/ammunition caches were discoverdd,
During this poriod the bri:ade dircetod its efforts toward locating and
destroying the VC/NVA forces known to be infiltrating into Binh Chanh and
Nha Be districts prior to the second Saigon offensive, The second week
of ¥ay represented a peak in enomy operations when the second Saigon
offsnsive was inttiated and VC/NVA forces attempted to enter the city from
the south, The offensive culminated in devasiating defeat for snemy forces
followed .y a period of VO/NVA withdrawal back into the southern portions
of Binh Chanh and Nha Bo districts to re.ulld units and effect resuply.

CONFIDENTIAL 3
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During this timo, witil Gperution TCas THwG was discontinued, 3d Bde )
operstions wuie diiucted toward pursuviiyg and uustioying VC/uVa forcus

23 they uttumpted to withdruw south, In Loug wn Frovince, brigade

units sucured vital installaticns, couducted offensive opurations against

knomtor suspectud VC buse arcas, and reacted to current intolligence
1eports.

Typical of the action warking the early steges of Opuration TOaN
TH.UG occurred o2 13 «:mil 1968 while Co » <-60 Inf wos conducting
airmobile asstults and recon 31 force opurations woutheast of Tan Tru
(vic \S 703589). .t 1530H w1'le seurching an area known to be used by
VC forcus as o staging arva, the company cane under fire from si1ll arms
and E=40 rockets by an unigiowa size VC farce, Co a inisai:ctoly roturnec
fire using their orgaui- weapons anu received gunchip support from D 3=5
oir Cav, During the ir'tu) exchange of fire, Co » sustainud § iiHn.
Cont..ct conti.ued throughout the aftermoun at varying teupo until 1810H
whon the unuy was £inally uble to break contuct and witharuw. a search
:; ;.;he ts:at.\'.lo arca confirmed 8 VC had been killed by Co » and 9 killud

3«5 Cuv,

The vnemy's logisticul buildup prior t6 the <d Saigon offénsive
snable fricudly forces to locute and ccpture or westroy large quantities
of uyus and supplies prepositionud «long avenues of op.roach and withdrawal,
On 2 lwny 1968 ut 15304, one such cache wus found by Co B »=39 Inf while
on a :scon in forcu opur.tioi southcast of Ben wuc (xS 634713). The
arns .nd munitions found included four (4) cuses of 50« ccl amunition,
46 60MM mortar rounds, 50 120il mortar rounds, 30 hiG-7 rounds, four (4)
cdsos of al~47 aawunition, oie (1) 75MM rucoilleas rifle round, one (1)
uFG=2 launchur, 77 :1G-2 rounds, 200 11G~2¢ und 7 propeiiant char:es,

50 120i.. mortar fuses, 65 6tii. wortar fuses und thre: (3) 107:m rocket
rounds, The most significunt «spect of the find wis the preseuce of
120 wort.xr and 107w, rocket rounds, This nurked the first tine
he.vy ihdirecct fire weapons had beun found in long «n Province. Three
days iater, at 050400H, ten lLuc camu under u combined mortar and 107mm
rocket attuck,

On 6 isay 1968 with the beginning of t.e z¢ Saigon ofisnsive, the
34 Ide was charged with dufending the southern side of Saigon and
aestroying VC iocal cnd main force wlemunts atteampting to infiltrate
through Nhe Be and Zinh Chanh Districts. The devastating effectiveness
of ths brigade's operation during the offunsive (6 May - 13 May 68)
tesulted in the equivalont of 3 VC battaiions being destroyed (See
Inclosure 1, Coubut nfier Action Leport fron 6 May - 13 ray 1968).

Following the oifunsive until <3 June, when the ccnduct of operation
TOuN TH.1'G was nssumed by the 1st Lbde, cuntact with VC/iVa was extromely
light es the vaeLy attewpt.a to withdraw,

Night activities during Opuration T(nit THwiG were ainmud 8t
interdiction of wuter LOC's and the aestiuction of cnely swipags carrying
suppliss and equipnent, Most of the 238 sanpans austroyed during the
oper..tion wure cngaged Ly aguabushes or night roconnaissance aircmaft
flying in support of tho brigaue, Opsrations of this type were highly
successful and forcud the shemy to icly on othur wore difficult iwsans
of transportation in addition to destroying and/or capturing a
significaut amount of material,

¢

Operation TUni T4ANG was successful from soveral stundpoints, The
VC und iiVa forces sucond attempt to enter Saigon frowm the south was a
dismal failure and resulied in ucvastating d.feat for thau. Their loss
of uen during the 86 day period Operation TO.M TH.nNG was conductea
totalud 1363 k1. and 19 FO.'s, The unuay was «lso prevented from gaining .
control of aay significant LOC's or population centors, Operations
18 Long an Province wure somewh.t lindtcd by the smtll aunber of forces

. tvailable, howsvur, the brigade continusd to .nterdict eneny infiltration
routes and conducted suall-scale recon in force operations. uployment
of airboats and night river patrols continued to ensure the sucurity of
najor wotorwoys in thu vic of Cut lai., Une Mechanized platovon was located
at the Ben Luc bridge nightly during TG.u TH.NG to augent «hVN sucurity
foices, Coubined operations with the Vietnamese 11th hiver assault Group

CONFIDENTIAL o/
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wore condic tud using the bo.ts both for troop :ovument und as a scruoning
force ulong inland witerways. Thu succ.ssfuliess of Upuration TO..N THANG
1s the result of ¢ crdinstion and team work t.twsen air and ground forces
creating a highly efructive fighting forcu,
12, hLesults:
ae Friundly losses for Operation TC.H TH..G w.ore as follows:
(1) US Ni.: 82
(2) US wH.: 439
(3) US MTn: O
by dnay losses durmng Uperition TO.n TiLaG were as follows:
(1) Person.cl:
(a) VC/iVa BIa: 1363
(b) ¥Oiiz 19

(2) xuipuent Captured:

Suall .ams 25

Crew-Surved weapons 58

a0, HO 852 r1us

ALLO, SA 143290 1ds

idce 57 1bs

sockets (122 11) 2

G.cnados L37

laados 3

Gas Mask 17

Vi Curieney 76700

uK=50 Druus 38

11=79 ids 46

fiviical Sup,lies 130 1bs (ap,rox)
Docunonts 185 ibs (upprox)

(3) :quiprent Destroyed:

Bunkers 3342
Structurus 623
Foxholc: s <37
FunJji Pits 176
Sampons <38

.PG=2 Prop Charg:s 157
«+G=7 Prop Chargus 140

Booby Traps 89
wo0atblocks 89
Honernde ' Bombs 58

¢, Tactical nir Supyort; DLuring Operation TO.i THANG, the
7th Tactical Us.F supported the 3d Brigade "Go Devils" with 326
preplann.d and 105 iumedi:cte airstrikes in addition to conducting
four cobat sky spots. approxiuutely 375 of the strikcs were followed
up with rucon in force opurstions in tha target area by ground troops.

13, adninistruative Matturs

tte Combut ssrvice support of Uporation TGmii THANG was timuly
and aduquate with fow oxceptions,

b. Tranaportation of tro.ps cnd sup;lios was primarily conducted
by air und organic vehicle, ‘Howewer, bec.uss of thu terrain, boats were
used in incruasing mmnburs for the su.¢ purposa,

~ CONFIDENTIAL
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¢. There were short periods of time when failure of pump units at the
Tan An Airfield resulted in excessive ground time for aircraft attempting to re-

fusl, thus denying the ground commander maximum use of this extremely valuable
asset.

d. Medical support was provided by Company D, 9th Medical Battalion
located at Tan An Airfield. There were no problem areas in the Medical Field.
Evacuation of wounded personnel by helicopter was conducted in an outstanding
professional manner, often under extreme conditions.

e. Continuous operations over long periods of time created minor maintenance
problems with equipment. Increased emphasis placed on preventive maintenance
and equipment rotation systems between base camps and units in the field
alleviated the problem. '

l4. Special Equipment and Techniques

} a. To combat increased VC/NVA movement during hours of darkness,
UHID helicopters and/or 0-1 birddog type aircraft with observers aboard using
light intensification devices conducted visual night reconnaissance along
waterways and LOCs.

b. To minimize the high casualty rate normally experienced when en-
gaging an entrenched enemy in house-to-house fighting, tactical airstrikes were
used to neutralize enemy forces and/or pin the enemy down allowing friendly
forces time to move into more favorable attack positions.

c. As in the first Saigon offensive, water way security was in-
creased through the use of aquabushes and river patrols on airboats.

d. The brigade was supported by both D 3-5 Cav and B 7-1 Cav during
operation TOAN THANG. The use of Air Cav Troops proved extremely effective
in maintaining surveillance over the large AO assigned to the 3d Brigade. Many
successful operations were developed around sightings made by the Cav within a
designated AO prior to insertion of ground forces.

15. Commander's Analysis

During the early portion of Operation TOAN THANG, it was apparent that
VC/NVA Forces were rebuilding following the earlier TET offensive in preparation
for renewed offensive operations in the Saigon area. Local and main force units
avoided contact with friendly forces except when forced to fight because of
friendly initiated operations. Once engaged, VC/NVA Forces attempted to break

contact as soon as possible remaining to fight only to protect base areas of arms
caches.

Brigade operations during this period were conducted primarily in
northern Long An Province and Binh Chanh and Nha Be Districts to disrupt VC/NVA
LOCs and neutralize enemy forces before they could reach the CMD. Because of
the VC/NVA logistical buildup necessary to support their forthcoming offensive,
brigade forces were very successful in capturing large quantities of arms and
ammunition found in caches located along enemy LOCs.

By early May, VC/NVA forces had moved the equivalent of six battalions
into Binh Chanh and Nha Be Districts in an attempt to infiltrate them into
Saigon during the second offensive. To countur the growing threat to Saigon,
brigade forces moved into positions south of the city in CMD, Binh Chanh and
Nha Be Districts. From company and battalion basecamps established along the
Kinh Doi Canal, brigade forces continued offensive operations to the scuth
nevtralizing enemy forces before they could reach Saigon. Several enemy units
managed to move into built-up areas on the south side of the city causing the
brigade to conduct house-to-hounse fighting. Close air support provided by gun-
ships and tactical air greatly reduced the brigade's casualty rate which would
normally have been much higher in house-to-house fighting. The enemy's attempt
to enter Saigon from the south was a dismal failure in every respect and by
13 May, VC/NVA forces were withdrawing south as quickly as possible in an

attemot ro break contact.
. CONFIDENTIAL
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During the rur.gins\u of Opuration TCail TH.4G, cuntact with
eneny forcus wis axtru.wly light as VE/uVe forcus bogan 1uorganization
and sup_.ly of forous,

16, iscormondations:

a8, «gainst a wolleuntrenghed wiony, airstrikes aie very
ofluctive in nuutrulizing "hard" targets, howevur, caro should be
taken not to withicraw friunaly forcus from thu t.rgoet aiea too soon
prior to the airstrike, and allow the unsny tirw to withdraw,

b, In tho pust vuuy fortifivd positions huvo boun built into
the udge of truy .ines to afiord occupants Laxiuum concealucnt and
visability, ..ccuntly, howevur, VC/ilVi Forcus havo buen encountersd in
bunkers Jocatud well forward of treo iines in un attorpt to avoid airstrikes
and artillury. Whon approaching a iine of tivus or nip,.s polm, careful
study should bs mado of toerrcin up to 200 rwtors forwaid of the truc linc
to avoid "walking into" bunkers.

¢s The uso of .ir C,v in locating unury forces prior to
inserting ground tioops will suve suveril hours of nucdless searching
in "dry holus", in oxceisent compli.cht to the rugonnaissance capability
of an air Cav Troop is the "Puoplu Sniffer! readings obtained from
this instrunont con bu oxploitud iy gunships or by uropping "CS5" in
the form of .=158.2 clustur canisturs to flush uneny fror concealment,

d. Oftcn VC/iVa Ferces ungage frienuly forces just prior to
darlness in the buliuf uitraction by hulieoptur will occur before dark,
If airuobile opurations for the day .re bsgun at 0900H or 1000H, this
will allow tiue to cxploit late contacts.

FOI THE COMM/WD.h:

Mlore 28h

.,” J.‘&l\LY L. BU.T
Mad LF
abBJUT. T

1 390l

T
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AVDE-BCO

SUBJECT: Combat Operations Aftor Action Rumort (MACV/RCS/J3/32) (U)

THRU: Commond Channcls

TO: Commander
U. S. Mlitary Assistoncc Commnd, Victnam

ATTN:

APO 96213

1. Name or Idcntity and/or Type of Operation: Combat oper-tion to defend
southern approaches to SrigoneCMD rres and defend key installations in southern

Salgon=-CMD arca,

2, Dotes of Opurntion: 6 lhy = 13 M-y 1968,
3. location: Gia Dinh Province, Nha Bec and Binh Chenh Districts.

4. Control or Comm~nd Hendquarters: Headquart.urs, 3d Brigade, Sth
Infantry Division in coordination with CG, CMD,

5. Reporting Of ficor: Colonol Goorge C. Bunson, Cormanding Officer,
3d Bde, 9th Inf Div; Licutonant Colonol Joscph H, Schmnlherst, Commandine
Officer, 6éth Battalion, 31st Infantry; lLioutcnant Colonel Enthony P, Dolues,
Conmonding Officer, 34 Battalion, 39%th Infantry; licutcnant Coloncl Robert
L., Mcock, Commanding Officcr, 4th Battalion, 39%th Infantry; Licutenrnt
Colonel John B. Tower, Comm-~nding Officor, 2d Brttalion, 47th Inf-ntry;
Licutcnent Colonul Eric F, Antilln, Commending Officer, Sth Batt~lion
(Mochrnized), 60th Infantry,

6. Task Orgnnization:

:

Zwee |

U. S. Porcas:

(1)

(2)

CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
3D BRIGADE, 9TH INFA&ITRY DIVISION
APO S/N FRANCISCO 96373

11 Auygust 1962

Jau3

Mnneuver Batt~lions:

&31 Inf

339 Inf

4=39 Inf

2-47 Inf (off 09 Moy 68)
560 Inf (M) (=)

Brigode Control:

B Trp, 7=1 Cav (7-13 My m;
D Trp, 3=5 Cov (8-13 Mry 68

HHC, 3d Bde, Sth Inf Div

2-4 Arty(~) DS

Btry B, 7-8 Arty (8 in ~nd 175mm) FS Reinforeing
Btry C, 1-84 Arty (155mm) Roinforeing

Btry B(-), 1-84 Arty (155mm) Roinforeing

34 P1t, Sth WP Co (Spt) i . .

3 P1t, Co C, 9th Sig Bn (Spt)
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Co D, 709%th M~int Bn (Spv)

Co C, 15th Engr Bn (DS)

Co C, 9th Mu«i Bn (Spt)

T, 9th MI Dot (Spt

3d P1t, 335 RRC (Spt)

Soc, A4th AA P1t, 2d CA Co (Spt)
AV F)d Tm, 246th PSYOPS Co (Spt)
2d Plt, C Btry, 5-2 Arty (DS)
2d Plt, H Btry, 29th Arty (DS)

b, Vietnwmoso forces operrtinrg in close coordination ~nd cooperation
with 3d Brigade units:

0th River Assault Group (RAG)(:ARVN)
RF/PF Forces, Gin Dinh Proviuce
Nha Be and Binh Chanh District Forces
Capitol Mlit~ry District Forces

7+ Supporting Forces:

IT Field Forccs /vintion Units
7th USAF
1st Log Cmd

8. Intolligenco: Enemy situntion prior to the May (2d) Offensive:
Reporting Period: 1 April to 11 May 1968

During this period all enemy activity in sub-region 3 indicnted massive
efforts to resupply, train ond provide recruits to all VC/NVA units suffering
from the heavy losses sustained during the TET Offensive, At the srme time,
the enemy continucd harrssment of Allied nnd ARVN installations throughout the
TAOL concentrating on attacks by firc snd avoiding contnct excopt where their
basu arcas woere challenged, It wns obvious during this period that the enemy's
rebuilding efforts were pointing towrrds a second offensive in the Srigon nrce,

Major battrlion-sized oloments in our AO bocsme increasingly difficult
to engageé., For apporent security purposes, tr-ditionsl enemy unit base aress
wer¢ abandoned with only token LF represoent-tion, movement patterns scemed
erratic a2s the enamy attempted to cover their subsequoent movoment into- attnack
positions south of Srigon. In ~ddition, information. wns received that some LF
snd MF company-sizo clements, normally oper~ting scp-rately, were uniting in an
effort to bolster the attack strength of the lrrger MF units. LF elements in
the 3d Bde's immedisto area of intorest nround US installntions, begrn coordin-
ated attacks in order to cover the mancuver of the Saigon attack forces. In-
creasing VC comand emphasis was placed on terrorist activities, interdiction
of lines of commnication, sabotrge of Route 4 and attacks by fire on all
strotegic points in subsregion 3. Intordiction along Route 4 wns especi~lly
heavy between Tan An and Binh Chonh. Specinlly formed sapper elements initiated
more frequent route-severing attempts along secondrry ronds leading to md from
all US subordinate installations, Attacks by firc inereased on -ARVN, RF/PP OP's
throughout sub-region 3, In an attempt to hamper reinforcement efforts bv
Allied amd ARVN units, combined LF elcments put ever inereasing pressurs on the
Tan in and Ben Lue Bridges, At various times both loentions came under rocket,
mortsr, ground and probing attacks. During this reporting period, especi-lly
in the last two weeks of April, pressure wns exerted on nll m~rjor Allied ond
JRVN installations in Can Duoc, Can Giuoc, and Nha Be Districts as a diversion
to the maneuvering of the attack elemunts into positions south of Saigon.

The bulk of the offensive from tho south wis to be borne bw the 3d

Independent, 506th LF, and Phu Loi II battalions with the aid of supporting
elements from the 5th Nha Be Bn

The onemy's overall plan for the attack in the southern region hod the
24 Ird, 506th, Phu Loi II md supporting oloments from the 5th Nhe Be attnacking
and occupying the 7th, 8th and 9th Precincts nlong Saigon's southorn extremitier
The D=16 LF and the 263 Bn's with supporting rcar cloments woere to provide diver
sion by attncking from tho southwest into tho Cholon = Phu Lam area.

?
CONFEDENTLAL



;

CON Fr OFNT TAL
9« Masions:

A« Deploy the 3d Bde scuth or Stupon to deny VC/NVA forcos access
to thu city,

b, Dofend key installations south of Seigon,
¢. Be prepared to reinforcu US and /RVN units in S~iron-CMD nren,
10, Concept of Operation:

a. Tho general concopt of operations wns to move four maneuver hattn-
lions by nirlift and vehicle to positions along suspected routes of infiltrntion
into the southorn Salgon-CMD aren,

b. Conduct oxtonsive combat operntions in Binh Chanh and Nha Be

Districts to locnte and destroy VC/NVA units strging to sttnck the S~iron-CMD
aren.

11, Exocution:

a, 6 May 1968: The disposition of forces in Gia Dinh Provinece on
6 May was the 4=39 Inf at Nha Be (XS 916823) and the'6~31 Inf at FS/PB Smoke
(XS 789769)., Because of the buildup of intelligonce, the 5«60 Inf(M) wns
moved from Binh Phuoe (XS 615550) to XS 815868 south of Saigon., At nimht.fall
on the 6th, the completc disposition of units was: 631 Inf (Co's A ~nd D)
at FS/PB Smoke, XS 789769; L4-39 Inf had Co B' at Cat Lni (XS 956895), Co C ot
XS 880853, Co E and HMC at Nha Be (XS 91¢823), Co G/3-39 Inf (CPCON to- 4~39)
at Nna Be (XS 916823); the 5-60 Inf (M) hnd HHC »nd Co A ot XS 815868, 2d Pt
of Co 4 at XS 984878 (OPCON to 4=39 Inf), ~nd Co C elements at XS 875868,
XS 814875, ~nd XS 853887,

b, 7 May 1968: 'The 631 Inf moved Co's B and C from Binh Chonh to
FS/PB Smoke nnd conducted ecompnny-sizod airmobile assaults ~nd reeon in foree
operntions cast of Binh Chanh. The oporations had negrtive results and at
nightfall the disposition of tho batt~lion ws HIC and Co C at FS/PB Smoke,
Co A at XS 808865, Co B at XS 819866, Co C had one plt at the Ben Iuc Bridee
(Xs 618748) and one plt OPCON to 5-60 Inf (XS 816874) ard onc plt at XS 775842,

The 3~39 Inf conducted local sccurity patrols vic Rech Kien until
tho ~ftornoon, Beginning ~t 1400H, the Bn Hgs ahd Co's A and B were ~irlifted
to positions south of Srigon, The finnl disposition of the battelion wns:
HHC snd Co B at XS 838969, Co A nt XS 228863, Co C (OPCON to 4~39 Inf) ~t
XS 880870, Co's A ond B of 3-60 Inf becamo OPCON to 3-39 Inf to defend base-

comps wt Ax Nhut Tan (XS 665674), Rach Kien (XS 740669), snd the Fronch Fort
(XS 896616),

The 4~39 Inf conducted riverine ~nd footmobile recon in force
operctions west and northwest of Nha Be wdth three compenies. The operntions
hed negative results ond the disposition of the battalion at mightfall was:
HHC, Co C amd Co E at Mha Be (XS 916823); Co A at Tan Tru (XS 654623); Co B
at Cat Lot (XS 956895); Co €/3-39 (CPCON to 4=39 Inf) at XS 880R70; ~nd one
plt of 5-£0 Inf(M) (OPCON to 4~39 Inf) at XS 896873.

The 5-60 Inf (M) conducted recon in force operations with Co's
Aand C, Tho ffeld CP of Co C/5-60 Inf (M) crme under mortar attack at 0345H,
The company receivoed 2 total of 80 rounds of 82mm mortar fire, Fire wns re-
turned using orgenic weapons, arty and a light fire toam, The CP received
8 to 10 RPG rounds ot 0515H, The samoc support wns used for this contact.
There were no casualtics from cithor eontaet nnd the VC lossos are unknown.
The 3d Bde received a cnll at O545H thot ~n [RW outpost ot XS 827875 wes
under & ground attack from an estimated VC companv, The 2d P1lt of Co C de~
parted its night location (XS 845885) to reinforce the outpost. At 0610H
at XS 827875, the platoon establishod contact with ~n unknown size W foreco,
The platoon was joinod by tho rost of Co C nt 0642H. The comprny rem~ined
in contaet until 2000H when the enumy withdrow to the south, Co C wns joined
at 1030H by Co A/5-€0 Inf (M) nt XS 829876, The two units werc sypported by
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nine .:J.r!t.rikea ad srtillory ~1l during tie d-y, US casunltive worot 2 YHA,
4B WH.\ (28 ruquircd dust off), Ti.. 2 1a:s.e wopo 213 VC body count (£/5-60 -
80, C/5-60 = 35, B/7-1 Cav = 58, ‘wiy . 10, ind sirstriics + 30), Encmy
squipmint onptwred included: 19 A=l/'s, 5 RPG=2 l~unchirs, 1 RPD-56 m~chine-
gun, 63 B-40 rockats, 3 B-41 rockcts, ~ml ~n unknown ~mount of looso am~1l
nms rmmo, The fin~l disposition of units wns: FHC' and Rocon/2-47 Inf (CPCOM
5-60 off 071800H) ~t XS 845879, Co A(~) st XS 5472, Co C at XS A35276,

B Troop, 7=1 Cnv supportod the 5-60 Inf (M) (=) in its contrcts
botwsun 0700H = 2000H, :

G, 8 My 1968: Tho 6=31 Inf conductud loc~l sccurity prtrols nround
thuir night location with nugative rosults. Tho disvosition of the unit »t
nightfall wnst HHC, Co's A, D, and E at FS/PB Smoke (XS 749769). Co C con-
ducted threo platoon-sizod smbushos vie XS A15775, XS 8153 rnd XS 615755,

The 3-39 Inf conductod rocon in forcc oourstions with Co A (rein-
forcod by Rocon/2-47 Inf) nnd Co B, Co A estalishcd contnct with ~n unimown
sige VC forco at XS 834875 ~t 1200H, Tho compnrmr roceived RPG, AW nd S* firc
and reacted with gunshing, T.C Mr, ortv nnd orgenic wonpons. Co A wrs roin-
forced by Ron/2=47 Inf at 1245H. The contrct continued nt tho s-me coordinctes
throughout tho dry breaking nt 2000H, The casualtiocs for Co /. for thc drv
waro 3 WHA. & totnl of 10 VC weru killod by Co i, Co B ostsblished contret
with an unlaown size VC farce ~t X3 A34878 rt 1445H. Co B wns supported. b
helicopter gunships, T.C /ir, ~rty -nd orgenic wespons. The contnct continued
until 2000H at the same coordinatos., Tot~l ensunltics for Co B were: 4 FHA
and 4 WHA, Tho. VC loeses wore 37 dlled by Co B ~nd 20 Kllled b suprorting
gunships. Ren/2-47 Inf sustnained 7 WHA »nd one track d-msged by a RPG=2 round
whlle supnorting Co i, The disposition of the battalion ot nightfrll wes:

HHC and Recon nt XS 8458843 Co A nt XS 839881; Co B nt XS A24882; Ren/2-L7 Inf
(OPCON to 3-39 Inf) nt XS 845885,

The 4=39 Inf rosctod to contnet initisted by D Troop, 3-5 Cav,
At 1040H, 2/4/5-60 -Inf depnrtod its night location nnd linked un with an ARVN
plt ot XS 852743, Both units westnrblished contact with nn unknown size VC
force immedintely., Co C departod Nha Bo in trucks »nd »irbosts to reinforce -
the contact srriving in the arca ~t 12458, The units in contnet received-RPG,
M and Si fire, The units were supported by helicopter gunships from D Trp,
35 Cav, TiC Mr, ~rty and orgnnic wenpons. The cont~ct continued ~t the some
coordinates until 1930H vhon tho VC broke contact and withdrew to the southwest.
Total casunlties for US units for the dary were 12 Wi!i. - Tho VC losses wero
42 VC BC, The disposition of tho battalion at nightfall wns: - H'C, Cd E md
Co C/3-39 »t' Nha Be (XS 917823); Co B at Cat Lai (XS 958897); Co C ~t XS 861%00;
and 2/A/5-60 Inf ot XS 896873.

Tho 5=60 Inf (M) (~) conductod axtensive patrols in the area of
the contact on 7 May »nd sround its night loontion nnd acted as a RRF for the
3-39 Inf and . 4=39 Inf, Thc davlight patrols had negative rasults and: the dis-
position of units at nightfall wos: HHC nnd Co c(-§ at XS 8028703 Co A ot
g aggg; Co B/6-31 Ing (CPCON to 5-60 Inf) nt XS 802266, XS 795865, ~nd

7 N

. B Troop/7=1 Cav aonducted screening missions south of Sairon
from 0700H to 1830H, The unit killed 8 VC in isolnted cases throughout the
day. D Troop/3=5 Cav supportced the 4~39 Inf from O7N0H to 1930H and killed
25 VC in the rren of contact (XS 852273). The 3d Bdo losate for the d~v wore:
4 KHi, and 19 WHA, VC losses werc 112 VC BC,

d. 9 May 1968: The 6=31 Inf conducted recen in force operations with
Co's 4 snd C, ‘at 0819H PS/PB Smoke (uS 789769) ruceived 15 rounds of 82mm
mortar fire, The counter-mertar fires resultod in 1 W KIA with negative
friendly domoge or casua’ties. The battalion conducted recon in force opern-

-tions during the dxy with Co's i »nd C, The units were airlifted to vic

X9 896874 with Co A insert‘ng first followed by Co C. From the IZ the units
moved to the west with Co A in the loxd. At 1500H both compenies established
-eontoot wdth an ostinmoted company-size force, The units used helicopter gun~
ships, T:L Mr, arty ~nd organic werpons to support thelr contact which con-
tinued until 1900H, During the contnot, the two oomprnies sustained 15 WHA
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ard kdlled 26 VC. The fin-l dispos “fon of .tits at nishtfall wes: HHC,

Co's 13 and & ot FS/PB Smoke (A8 7 . . o XS 8(°"74; Co ¥ CPCUN to
3-39 inf; snd Co C nt X3 467874, 1. c L =39 Int tcwr n oen-tinuous VA
south of S~igon during Liiv night of ¢+ 4%, Usiu: .. storl. i, scope, he

spottid several s~up.ns ~nd onu group of 1) VC duriny tlc night Using heli-
copter gunships ond arty, he ldlled 6 VC vic XS 7'37:0 ~rd senk 3 sampnns vic
XS BL6655, At 0225H the battrlion fiold CP (XS €4:@33% began recelving o
mortar attnck, The comp received o totel of 50 roinds of 82mm before the
rttack censed at 0255H, At O345H, the camp ceme under o mortar and ground
attack by an estimated W battnlion, The attack continued until 0630H when
the VC withdrow to the south ~nd west., The contiact wns supported by hclieop-~
ter gunships, USAF C-47 Spooky flare ~nd gunships, arty ~nd org-nic wenpons,
US casualties from tho attack were 2 KHA rnd 67 Wi, Zacmy losses were L VC
KIA. During the day Co A conducted recon in force operntions in the vic of
the hattalion basecamp with nogative results, Co B conductued recon in force
southwest of the battalion basccup in pursuit of the attacking force., The
corprny recddved sniper rire three difforent times betwuen O700H ~nd 1400H
with no easunlties, At 1430H vie X3 843378, Co B ¢stablished contact with an
unknown size W force, The action continued until 1700H with the encmy fire
fluctusting between heavy to sporadic., The action was supported with helicopter
gunships, TaC ir, arty and organic weapons, The nction resulted in 12 VC
body count and 1 US WHA, The 3-39 Inf recefved OPCCN of B/6-31 Inf ot 1LOCH
to jupport the B/3-39 Inf contact. .hen the compony sppronched the arca of
contact, they began receiving sporndic sniper firc. The company established

a block to the southwest of the contact area, The sporsdic sniper fire con-
tinued until 1700H and resulted in 9 US WHA, The action resulted in 10 VC LIA
for Co B/6=31 Inf, dcn/2-47 Inf (OPCON 3-39 Inf) conducted locrl pntrols

in the vic of the battalion basecamp (XS 845886). The patrols sustained 1 US
WHA from sniper fire ot 1500H vie XS 844855, The disposition of units at
nightfa)l was: HHC, Co B, Aen/3-39 and Ren/2-47 at XS 845385; Co a at XS 842883;
ard Co C CPCON to 4-39 Inf,

The 4=39 Inf conducted recon in force operations with CGots C/4-39
Inf and G/3-39 Inf. The units moved from XS 860800 to the south to o vill-ge
located at XS 853784. Prior to rcaching the villoge ot XS 857790, the units
cstablished contact with on ¢stimated comrany. The aetion wns supported by
helicopter gunships, T.C Alr, artr and or:ani.c wespons and resulted in 2 US
WHA and 34 VC body count. The disposition of the battalion at nightfall was:
HHC and Co's C and E at Nha Be (XS 916822); Co B nt XS 977853; ~nd Co C/3-39
Inf ot XS 842794,

The 5-60 Inf (i) conducted recon in force operations with Co's
4 and C from XS 804868 townrds the 3-39 Inf basecnmp (XS 845886). 4t 1300H
vic XS 833877, both companies establishcd contact with an estimated VC com-
pany. The units killed 5 VC in tho action which continued for onc hour »nd
sustained 9 US WHi, The disposition of the battnlion at nightfall wzs: HdC g
and Co C at XS 810877; »nd Co a(~) at £S5 797865.

The 2-47 Inf (M) became C(PCUN to the 3d Lde at 1130H and eonduc-
ted recon in force operations vic XS 860880, At 1550H the battalion estoblished
contact with zn estimated VC battalion., The action continued until 1230H when
the VC withdrew to the south, The action wes supportod by helicopter gunships,
Tal Mr, arty and organic weapons and resulted in 61 VC body count, 7 AK-47's,

2 RPG-2 launchers and 2 iPD-56 machineguns coptured. The undt sustained 18
US KHA and 36 US WHA, The battalion established a battalion field lecation
at XS 872886 with all units co-locatud at this location,

Troop D/3-5 Cav supported contacts of 5-60 Inf, 3-39 Inf, and
6+31 Inf during the day and killed 7 VC, s-nk é sampans, destroyed 28 structurcs
and caused 8 secondary cxplosions.

Trocp B/7-1 Cav supportcd the 2«47 Inf and 4-35 Inf contacts
Klling 30 WC and destroying 1 ea 122mm rocket launcher vic XS 836852,

e, 10 May 1968: The 6=31 Inf conducted footmobile rucon in force
operations during the morning vic XS 860874 with Co's 4 and C, The operation
had negative results, at 1440 Co A ~nd Co C conducted airmobile assaults into
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a L& 25 813835, ruacting to the 5-60 Inf (i) contact, From the L, thy

units moved west to thu woodline thon scuthwust to XS 504827, Both companics
establishud 2 block arionted to the onst at this location. The block had
nogative results. The final disposition of the units at nightfall w-s: HIC,

Co's B, D, and & at FS/PB Swoke (X3 789769); Co A at £S 794329; end Co C at
XS 81,822,

The 3-39 Inf conducted footmobile recon in force operations with
Co's a4 and B vic XS 841892, At 0930H Co B departed its night location (XS
84,5885) and bugan moving to the northwsst, At 1005H vic Z8 841832, the com=
pany began rvcelving RPG and automatic weapons fire. Thu compcny rencted with
heldcoptur gunships from Troop 5/7=-1 Cav, TaC Alr and arty. .t 1100H Co A de-
parted its night locntion (XS 842880) to support the contact and entered into
the emgngoment at 1255H. .t 1300H Recon/3-39 Inf nlsc roinforced the contrnct.
The thrue units kept the enemyv forco eomtainud in thuir bunkers nnd used arty
and adrstrikus on the enemy while Troop D/3-5 Caov serucnod and provided gun-
ship support. The contact continued until 1930H whon Co's 4 and B swopt into

the ~rea of contact, Th: action resultud in 65 VC body count, 5 US KHA ~nd
27 US WHA,

The 4=39 Inf conductod waturbornc (airboats) screening oparations,
waturborne asscults and footmobilu recon in.forcu operations in northern Nha
Be District (vic XS 865885). During the night (OOLOH, 0225H, and 025Mi),
Co C/3-39 Inf (OPCCN to 4=39 Inf), in an smbush position vic XS 341790, engaged
a total of 7 sampans herding north townrd Saigon. The orca of mbush was swopt
at first light and 8 VC bodies wite found alongell cnough eonned goods and rice
to fuud 100 mon epproximately two deys. Co C/L4-39 screcned in the sirboats
betweun XS 8658:'5 and XS 855882, 4t 1230H the company bosched at XS 857849.
While scorching an airstrike ~rea (XS 857849), the¢ company fourd o total of
18 VO bodius killed by TAC Adr, arty oand small arms, The disposition of units
at nightfall was: !HC and Co's C and Z at Nha Bo (X3 91(822); Co B at XS 858800;
and Co C/3-39 (OPCUN 4-39 Inf) at XS 893802.

Tho 2-47 Inf (M) conducted mechandizod recon in force operations
with Co's / ond C from XS 873884 to the wost with nogative results. Tho batta-
lion established a battalion fiuld location rt XS 810872 with soven platoon=
sizc rmbushes in that general vicinity, '

The 5-60 Inf (M) conducted mechenized recon in force operntions
with Co's 4 and C, The compnnics deperted their night locations and moved
south to reinforce nn ARVN outpost which was under attock (XS 813825). it
1120H vic XS 813828, Co . established contect with an astimcted VC company:
in heavily fortified bunkers. Co C moved to tho east flank nnd two companies
fron the 6=31 (A and C) weru insorted on tho west, All units bettered the
VC all day until2000H when thu contact was broken. Hulicopter gunships from
Troop D/3=5 Cav, TAC Alr, arty ~nd organic weapons supported the contect. The
action resulted in 4 US EHA, 28 US WHA and 20 VC KI:. and 3 VC POW!s, The final
disposition for thu battclion was: HHC oard Co C at XS 8108633 Co A(-) =t
X8 8158763 ond 1/4/5-60 Inf at XS 820870,

Troop B/7-1 Cav supportcd the 3-39 Inf in its contact during the
day. Totals far thu action were 5 W KIA.

Troop D/3=5 Cav supported the 5-60 Inf (M) and 6=31 Inf contact
all through the day. Totels for the action werc 11 VC KI,, 1 VC WI., 16 sam=
pons destroyed, and 39 structurcs destroyed.

f. 11 May 1968: The 6=31 Inf conductod nirmobtile and rocon in force
opurations with Co's A end C, «t first light the two units began sweeping the
area of yosterday's contact (XS 814820). During tho sweep at XS 815823, Co A
discovered 3 VC KIA, 2 RPG=2 lounchers, 13 B=-lD roclets, 3 AK-47's, 2. AK-47
bandoliers, 10 chicom grenades, 15 lbs of clothing ond t 1lb of documents.

The company also destroyud 12 bunkers in the samo arca, Co C in the some arces
found 3 B-)0 rockets, 1 K=50, 1 RPG«2 launcher, 1 SKS rifle, 1 9mm pistol, 1
AK=L47, 1 dK=50, 1 ohicom redio and same web gear, From this erea Co C con-
tinued operations to the south. .t 1515H vic XS 823797, the company engaged
en estimated VC platoon. Tho contact was susportud by Troop D/3-5 Cav and
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arty cnd broku at 1600H, The ~ction rvsultud in 4 US WHa -nd the cnomy crsuale
ti9s ~rv unknown. Th. disposition of thu battalion =t nightf-11 wna: HHC,

Co's . and & at FS/PB Qwokv (XS 789769); Co B at XS 845878; Co C at XS AOBE08;
«nd Co D at XS 886770,

The 3=39 Inf conductud recon in force oporations with Co's » ~nd B
inttially. Co w conduct.d footmobile opur-tions fron XS 826864 to the northeny’
At 11150 vie XS 436875, the comp-ny strartud ruculving RFG. automntic weapons,
and smnll srms firv from an estim~tod 50 VC, The company runst«d with Troop D/
3-3 Cav gunships, rrty wnd T#C Air. Ron/2e47 Inf (M) was positionud to th
north of thu contact in a blocking position, At 1200H, the platron enme undur
heavy satomntic and mmall rrms firv from thu VC forco attumpting to withdraw
to the north,. The two units poundud thu uncmv from both sides all during tho
day until tho VC broke contact at 1830H. The units sustidinod 5 U3 WHA as a
result of the contact and killed 27 VG, Co B conductod recon in forecu opop-e
tions from XS 84,3883 to tho south, «t 0930H vic XS 845879, the oon?m,v cstob-
Ushud contzact with an ostimatod roinforoud VC comprny. Co 8/6-31 Inf wns
placed OPCON to the 3=39 Inf and moved from XS 850880 wost to the point of
contast ostablishing contact and blocking from thu esst at 1100H, Co B/2-47
Int (X) wns placed OPCON to thu 3=39 Inf at 0930H mnd bxg~n moving south to
the point of contact at 1000H, At 1100H Co B/2=47 Inf ostablishud a block
orluntud north at XS 846880, 4t 1105H tho unit bogen roceiving 84 fire, .11
of tho units involved pourded the onomy with TAC Alr amd orgrnic wvecpons until
2000H whon the contact broke, tho action rusultod in 9 US WHa and 21 VC body
count. Tho final disposition of tho battalion was: HHC at XS 845884; Co A at
<3 8348763 Co B at 43 842882; cnd Co C at XS 847872,

The 4=39 Inf conductod airmobilo and reecon in fcree opurations
northeast of Nha Bo, The opuration had negative results and tho disposition
of the battalion at nightfall wnst HHG, Co's B and E ot Nha Be (XS 91€822);
and Co C at XS 886772,

Tho 2-47 Inf (M) conductcd local patrols from the vicinity of its
night locntions wvith negative results, The disposition of units at nightfall
wast HHC at XS 8103723 Co B at XS 7808413 and Co C 2t XS R54887.

The 5-60 Inf (M) conducted local patrols from its night location
south of Snigon with negntivo rosults, u disposition of units st nirhtfoll
ws: HHC and Co 4 ot XS 815877; #od Co B at X3 817872, .

Troop B/7=1 Cnv supportud tho 3=39 Inf wnd 631 Inf contncts

Troop D/3=5 Cav also supportud both contacts with negative results,

g+ 12 May 19688 Tho 6-31 Inf conducted ~irmmob’lec assaults and foot-
mobdls recon in forco opurations in southorn Binh Chanh Distriect with nugative
results, The disposition of units at nightfsll wast HHC, Co's A and B
::/g :ms(xs 789769); Co B at X3 847876 Co C(~) at X8 8u5785; s VY& Inf

The 339 Inf and rttaehed units had sporadic eontact in the area
of the 11 May contact with groups of VC varying in sisu from a firc toam to »
platoon, Thw groups warv sprund and nppecred to be tho remnants of the units
engaged 11 May. Tho battalion field CP recofvud a total of 23 rounds of 75am
reccilless rifle fire from an unknown sise VC forco. Thore were no casuxlties
and the countor-mortar fire producod unimown results, b 0830H vic XS 828874,
Co « found 20 WO KI.., 20 B=40 rounds, 1 RPG=? launchor, 8 /X-47's, 2 iK=50's,
md some wbd gear. .t 10508 vic X8 8.2882, Co B bogan rocalving smdper fire
from ¢ nippopalm arec. The company attackod tho area, ongaging and kdlling 5 VC
and osptwring 1 /K=47, The o santinuod to search in tho area, at 1630H
vic X8 84,1881, Co B engagod a V pzdon Killing 15 W, /t 1440H Co B/2=47
to 339 Inf) ongogud an estimntod squad killing 11 VC and onpturing -
mall amount of smnll arme ammo. Tho comtact for all units wes sporadic all

or the days action weros 89 VC KIA, 8 /X-i7's, 2 AK=50's,
1 RPG+7 launchor, 300 rds of AK=47 ammo, 150 US 1150,000 meps of Saigon, 20
ond § RPC-7 rds, Thu disposition of the battalion wast Hi0, Ren/
at XS 8458843 Co A nt XS 84,1876 to X3 8918793 Co B
at X8 8458783 and Co C at X8 843873,

/
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Thw 4=39 Inf conductud ~irmobilu nssrults -and footmobilu pucon in
forcu opurations with Co's B and C in westurn Nha Bu District (LS 857849). &t
1300 vic XS 857850, Co B diacovorai 3 W idllud by nrty, ! B«l4D rd, 15 sunlkun
sapans, 2 AK-47's and a weall bag of WA ammo. Tho rust of tho opuration had
pogativy rusults, Tho disposition of the battelion at rdghtfall wns: HHC,
Co's C ad K ot Mha Bo (XS 916822); Co B at X3 869777.

Tho 2-47 Inf conducted muchanizod rocon in foree opurations vic
X3 857086 vdth nugativo rusults, The disposition of thu battalion st nightfall
Y3% oG o X3 875036 Co B 2t XS 8438} Co C ot 43 85487 and Ren P ot

Thw $-60 Inf (N) conductud locrl patrols with negative rcsults,
The disposition of the battalion at nightfnall was: HHC and Co C at XS 877872;
Co B at S 815876 and £S 896844,

Troop D/3=5 Cav and Troop B/7=1 Cav swpportud 3=3C cont~cts with

0/3-5 Cav Hm: 1 Ve, >op B/ h

he 13 Mxy 1968t Tho 6=31 Inf conductod cirmobile assnults and foot-
mobilo rocon in foroe operations with Co's A, C, ond D in southern Binh Chenh
Distriot, ot 1630H vio X3 799838, Co D found 1 VC LI. and two hand grunade
boody traps. Tho company dostroywd 13 bunkars in tho area, it 1640H the com-
pony had 1 US WHA from a booby trap. The battalion S-3, sirborne over
4S8 814774, spottud 3 VC KIA flogting in the river, ill other operations had
negative rosults, The disposition of tho battalion at mightfall was: HIC, Co's
3 gamu; E at FS/PB Smoko (XS 789769); Co B OPCON to 3-39 Inf; Co D at

[ ]

The 3=-39 Inf conductod mop~up oporations south of Saigon with

Co's & (vic X3 845875),  (vic XS 84,6876), B/6=31 (vic XS 847878), B/3-39 and
8/2-47 (vic XS 8,2800 rnd wost), «ll body eounts nd oquipment cuotwed were
a rosult of provious actions axeupt for 1 VC RIA by B/6=31 Inf vic XS 849877
at 134SH, rnd 1 POW ocpturud by 8/2-47 vic XS 844882 at 1000H, The totals
for the day waros Co /339 = 16 W K3&, Oo B/3«39 = 14, VC KIa, B/t=31 « 15
VC KIa, Ron/3=39 = 1 VG KIi, B/2~47 = 1 capturod, Equipment erpturcd for
the day was: 13 akei7's, 2 A=50's, 27 B=40 rockots, 3750 7.62 rds, 1 Cal 38

stol, 1 Cal 45 pistol, 7 chdoom grendes, 1 VC flag, | VC map with m-rkings.
0 A was moved from south of Suigon to Rach Kien in tho aftornoon. Tho dis-
gd.a:isglm of undts nt ndghtfall w~ss1 HIC, B/3-39, B/6=31 and Ren/3+39 vic

e i~39 Inf conductod xdrmotile assaults and recon in force
operctirns northwat of Nha Bu with nugative rosults. Two mon from Co B ware
wundud by a grenade boohy trep, The disposition of the battalion st nightfall
wet HHC, Co's B, 5, and C/3-39 at Nha Be (XS 916822); Co C/.4=39 at XS 847786,

The 2-47 Int (M) conductod local svourity patrels from the vic of
thoir night locctionss The disposition of units at nightfall wast HHC and
Hon P1t at X8 3848933 Co B at XS 7938033 and Co C ct XS 846885,

T™he 5-50 Int (M) conductod muchanised recon in force operntions vic
XS 7578 vith Co's B and C, /t 1330H vic XS 750780, Co B establishod contact
with an estimatod VC platoon in a heavily bunlerod area. Troop D/3=5 Cav, TiC
«ir, arty and organic wapons supported tho eantact. it 1600H Co B was joined
from the west by Co C/5-60 Inf, The contact continued until 2000 and rosultcd
in 6 US KHi, 8 US s and 30 YC KIA. T ‘op D/3=5 Cav also kdlled 15 VC while
spporting the 5=-60 Inf, Tho dispos’tic.. of tho unit ot mightfall waer HKC
and Co C at X8 710796: sad Co B ot X8 7L4773.

Troop D/3=5 Cav screuned the Bde &0 south of Saigon and supportod
the 5-60 Inf eontact.

15
cun ELDENT TAL



B

C ol IPENT AL
12, Kosulte:
d. Priudly lossos during the opurstion weret
(1) US KHat &3
(2) UsS WHa: 2953
b. bnumy lossus during tho opurntion wru:
(1) Porsonncl:
(a) VC KI.: 876
(b) POW: 9
(2) Equipmunt Cnpturod:
Surll srms a8
Crow=Sorvud Wuopons 2}

K ammo 185 rds

PRC-25 Radio 1

Small .rms ~mmo 5300 rds

Web Canr 90 1bs (approx)

Clothos 25 1bs (approx)

Documcnts 12 1bs (approx)
(3) Equipmont Dustroyud:

Sampens Ly

Bunkors 426

Gronedus 23

122m: dockut Launchurs 2
Structures 295

e, Tactical ~ir Support: During tho oporation the 7th USiF sup-
ported the )d Bdu "Go Duvils" with 37 pruplannud and 52 immediatu airstrikes.
ipproximctuly 90% of the airstrikvs wru followd by sweups of tho targoet
arua by greund troops,

13, aAlodrdstrative Matturss

8. No significant problums wro cncountured in providing logistical
support to Bdu units during the operation, The 4=39 Inf and 631 Inf wore ro-
suppliod by Adr and vodolo from thuir PS/PB's at Nha Bu and FS/PB Smoko res~
puctivily, Tho 3=39 Inf, 2-47 Inf (M), and 5-60 Inf (M) worv resuppli:d by air
and from battalion forward trains locations in Saigon/long Binh by vohieles.

b, Communications throughout thw oporation were provided by FN and
&IT, Both RIT and UHF wero providod by the scemunications platoon, HIC, 3d Bdo
ard thy 9th Signal Bn, Thv 34 Bdo Forward Tretiocal Oporstions Comtor was pro-
vided with "hot" linos to thy 9th divigon nt Boareat, RVN and CMD in Scigon.

¢, Modieal support wns providud by Co D, 9th Medieal Bn located at
Can Dot Adrstrip, Tan An, RVN, lo problem cruns dovoloped during the oporations
and dust offs wrv conductud in a highly ufficicnt and professional manner,
/v
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dy Ty continwd contact ercatud somyv minor problums in thy mrine
tuhuwy of vquipmunt, but comm-nd vephapls on the nerformoncu of pruvantive
nalntunwnes at vwry available momunt reowdivd thu aftu-tion,

v« The probluam of rufuguus w+s hrndld prim-rily by refugve cuntors
votablishud in Saigon by CND pursonnol, 11 rufuguus colloctid wurv affordud
trwnspartation by thu Bdu to thusu cunters,

4. Spuelal squipmunt ond Tuchniquoss

A o tuchndquu used at night wes the use of a UHID hulicepter ~nd/or
O=1 Birddog=typv nirer~ft with obsurvers aboard with lighy intensific~tion
duvicus to conduct visual roconnniss~nce of thu waturwnys ~nd LOC's south of
Seigon. This duniud the unumr thy uso of thu watcrways as 1LC's,

) b, FMnding tiiv unumy locatud in built-up or hosvily=fortified arcas
mcusaitatud thy froquunt usuv of tactical nir support, artillery and helicoptor
gunships, In nddition to killing tho cnumy, this allowd tim: for ruorganita-
tion of units in contnct to thv most fiversblu attack position and pinnud the
vnemy down long vnough for ruinforcumunts to arrivy,

¢« The tuchniquu of housv=to-houso fighting, first suen in the TsT
Offunsive, once again h~d to be used to rout tho unomy from positions in built-
WP arvas,

d. Tho Doston +hnlcr boats sttachod to tho 4=39 Inf wore uscd on
two occasions to ruinforce unite in contact. Aftur beaching troops, the boats
wre usud to scrocn watorwnys,

15. Comiandor's analysis:

*  Puping the eight=dny puried, tho 3d Bdo wns he~vily cngnged wdth
the vquivalent ¢ € six VO battalions attempting to infiltrate S~igon from the
south, To rounter the thruat, highly mobilo defunsive positions composcd of
fiw (5) battalions wrv positionod across thu southorn side of thu city., From
campany to battalion-size bass arva olomnts of the Bdu conducted roeon in foree
opcrations to the south neutralizing meny VC/NV.. forces bwforc they could rench
tho dofunsive positions south of Saigon. Oporations of this type wure made
possiblo through uxtonsivo uso of issault Holieoptur Companics (.HC) ond river-
inv opurations. The battalions wure ablo to ropidly ~dapt to cithor mods of
transportation, snd quickly svitch from ona to tho other without loss of
momuntum or timo, Oporations wuro conducted ovor widuly varying torrain r-ng-
ing from ricu pnddios to built-up areas. To ruduco the high casunlty rote
norally oxparivnced When nsutralising an ontronchud onemy in house=to=houtu
fighting, tactical airstrikes wore usud «xtonsively., The effuctiveness of
the 129 airstrikvs dclivorod in support of Bdo oporations during the perdiod s
relected in thu final camplty ratio 20,3/1, Busause of the hoavy vogetation
along thy numerous wat.rways south of Saigon, n mnjor problem frcing friondly
forces was locating thu oncmy both during his rttompt to infiltraty ~nd oxfil-
trate the city. Two of thu most offoctive muans of locating onemy troops wis
through the use of air cav troops, and aguabushus (ambushes along wetorwrys).
Aquabtushws placod along thu various waterwnys in the AD provided valusble in-
formation on enemy wdthdrawal routes and posod a constant throat to enomy
aovoncnt condustod primerily during hours of roducod visibility., .dr cav
troops were most cffectivu during daylight hours whon thoay conductod aorial
recon and, whon tho situ-tion warrantod, rooon in foreo oporations with thelir
:;;mc aord scout platoon, The nir cav troops rocon large arcas of turrain
short poricds of tinmu whinh mndo them idoel for our oporations. Actimn
conducted during this poriod clearly demonstrated the offoctivenuss of a
fluxible dofunse :nd sgrussiww pursuit of vncmy forcos. - : .

.

16, Rocosmendationss

s. Operations in Binh Chanh, Nha Bo and Capitol Military Districts
should contimue until that arcs is clorred of all VC units that participated in
the 24 Offensivo on Seigon, Muturo oporations should bo eoncoentratod on iril-
tration routes for supplios and oquipmunt ‘nto thu Saigon aron to prevent
another bullduyp amd attack on thu city,

7. -
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betidlu n gruat donl of importancy st be plecud on the Srigon
arva, Jitsgd=-scale oporations must be conductud more fruquuntly in long /in and
otherprovinces, During the long puriod of tim: that tho bulk of the brigndu's
forevs wore in thu Saigon arca only iimitud opurstions and loeal scucurity-type
eporations could bu conductud in other aruas. Lack of brigade opuratians in
long an and elsowherv pormittud the VC to construct rnew basc arcas and move
additional olumonts and supplius into outlying provincos,

¢, Incruasud impurtance must be plrcod on the scucurity of hridecis
along Hwy 4. The highway ie a vitrl link botwoun the capitol city of Saigon
and tho delta rugion and is the main artery for commoreinl as woll as military
traffic moving {n and out of thu Deltn, It wes cloarly domonstrated during the
2d Offensivu on Salgon that thu highway and bridges st be trafficable ot all
timos in ordur for foreus in long Jan nand othor provincus to repldly renct to
VC activitius in the Salgon arua,

d. Continusd omphasis must be placud on RF/PF outposts in tho Saigon
arva and upgrading the offoctivences of thosc vital installations, US and RWN
forcys must continuuv to wrk in closo coordination in order to inosurv thot
RF/PF outposts arc provided with all nucossary matorials and wuopons. . System
to allow quicker roinforcemont of RF/PF outposts by US and RVN forcos must bu
duvelopud in ordor to protuct thesu positions from numoricelly superior forcus.
ot prosunt this is difficult to accomplish duc to romotc locations of outposts,
eommuni cations and transportation probloms,

0., Continued cmphnsis must bo placed on tho m~jor VC infiltraticn
end supply routos that locd through tho Plain of Ruods into Lonz Jin Frovince
ond subscquontly into Saigon, Night VR missions rs woll as SLAR and ° .
RED H M cdsolons in the Plain of Roeds must be continued in conjunction with
daylight missions,

f. iloplneing of obsolite oquipmont curruntly being usud by RVN
forcus must conty:.0 at n3 rapid a ratc am possibio. In this regard, the
18510 of Me16 rifi:s to i/N unive hos not only incroasvd the fire powor and
effuctivoness of the «RVii soldlurs, but hns givon inereasod confidonco to
thoir vvor-growing aggrossive uctitude,

g+ Clvie actions prosrams should bu given ~ddod emphneis ond
oxpnulod, Projeets shovid bo conductod undoy tho control cf GVN and given
all possiblo support by LS., It must bocome moro of n program of the Vietnamese
for tiw Viotnameso,
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