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CONFIDERTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (6 Dec 68) FOR OT UT 683173 11 December 1968

Gý>UBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 223d Combat
9 Support Aviation Battalion, Period Ending 31 July 1968 (U)

iEE DISTRIBUTI-O' . -th T ". -,S. . ' : • '•i,'4; f th0

S. . ," 795 and 794.
S.:... . .in any

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in-accordance
%*-%with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should

be reported toACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure that the
Army realizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera-
tions.

3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned
Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons
Learned Index containing alphabetical li'stings of items appearing in the
reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the
attached report are encouraged to recommend items from it for inclusion
in the Index by completing and returning the self-addressed form provided
at the end.of this report.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

as Major General, USA
The Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION :

Commanding Generals
US Continental Army Command
US Army Combat Developments Command Reproduced FromC ommaandant s ep uu -
US Army War College Best Available Copy
US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army Adjutant General School
US Army Air Defense School Regraded unclassified when separated
US Army Armor School
US Army Artillery and Missile School from classified inclosure.
US Army Aviation School
US Army CBR Weapons Orientation Course
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CONFIDENTIAL

}iid) ,fRi']!ifL. 2 2 n (. X 1B - ' [ H i] '1' AV -TION 13B FATAI: (L

A VGI-)DE 13 August 1C,)8

3UBBJECT: p)crationaýl Report oC 223d Cor:ibft unpport Aviation

Boattalion for Period Encing 31 July "1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RIj )(TJ)

I. Section 1,_ perations: Significant Activities.

" ((') Gcncrnj..

(i) DuLring thc. reporting period the 223d1 Combat Support Aviation
Bnttalion continmc(c to provide fixed w-ing aviation support to the US and
Froe horld Forces located priLarily in the II Corps Tactical Zone, Republic
of Vietnar. This support -was renderef utilizing the assets of one (i)
Utility Airplane Conrpany,' foux (4) Reconnoissance Airplane Companies, and
one (I) Surveillance Airplano Comrpany. The 58th AD (S) rs released fri.1
Battalion attachient on 20 June 1962 -:nd the 31,d AOD uas rcloased frcti
attachLment to the '23d CSAB on 13 Ha-y 1968. Thcoe were the only two
organizationmil changes within the 223d CSAB during this quarter.

(2) The 18th Utility Airplane Conpare, has continued to support its
raission roquireorints in the four (4) Corps areas of the Republic of
Victnam vith flight platoons located at DaNang, Ploiku, ar-d 1na Trang.
The First Flight Platoon in DraNang hao continued to support the 5th
Special Forces Group, the 3d US 11rinc kiphibious Force, and the Pro-
visional Corp Vietnan. 'The platoon has been in support of PCV for riost
of tlis p--riod utilizing four (4) RU-1A aircraft for radio relay fissions.
Tho Second Flight Platoon, located at l1oLloway APYF Pkoilcu, has continued
its diiroct support of II Corp Tactical Koadqu.rtcrs and the 5th Special
For ccs Group. Thio Thnird Flight Platoon has continued to support the 6thi
Special Forces Group Hleadqvartors irith two (2) daily flights covering all
four (4) corps oroes. In .ddition, one aircraft is flotm for thu Joint
United States Public ASfairs Office (JUSPAO) throughout the II Corps area.
The 18th UAC flow a total of 3,678 hours during the rcportLig period.

C a6 1 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
R 1DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

SCONFIDENTIAL DOD DIR 5200.10



CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-.DE 133 CAuiba Supr Av&3SUBJECT: Opeorationail Report Of 223-65 C(mba SupotU)rti
B,-tt.Llion focr Porilod aidiing 31 Jvlay 1968, RCS CSFR6 (I U

(3) The 183,, Reconnaissance Airolano CornpanY c -ti'lucci to P1:forr'
its cssgd rniiic inJ1ot fteI Corp visual ro onn-wanco
program. Oporating in tho smioutliorn powtlon oft-he. II Corps Ta~ctical
Zone (CTZ), the 18-d hns flovrn 5,790 a-cci-dent free co.-ibat a.nd cor.ýat
support houirs in support of US5 and APLVITI forces since 1 11-ay, '10,6'3.c
m~ajority of the cffort wr-,s devoted to visoual reconnaissance c r~Iir
adjuttmont. Eieri.-nrts of' the ceni-.t~p-Z are now operating froi.i ono (1)

tem.-porary and five (5) perminont loca-tions * Areas of operaition irichxde
junglos, coas.Etal paLans3, arnd ino-uitanincous torre-in giving each avintnrr
valuable and vlarioed flight experience undor continuailly changing , -iL
conditions.* The airm~aft availability rate for t~his COflp~iy irs8,'"
an increase, of 2% from the last reporting period.

(4) Du.r-*ng thij quarter the 185th RAG obtained rum 85"S aircraft
availability. rateu. Tlhe First Section, First Flight Pla-toontat Gia iji
continued to sunioort i4ACV Tea:: 3-1 -nd Sxci2Forces Tom=~ with-in thc
province. The Secon~d Section, First Fl1i:t Platoon) at Bano Loc continued
support, of MACN Toari 38 and Speciial Forcus teams. Thec First Section,5
Second Flight Platoon2 wasz :?oclasc-Cd £ror.i the ;--ission of support(ingi,, L-LEPp
Co E/2Oth Tnantr.1 and movod -to KXontuia to su-.pport Special Forces FGDE-I1
oporations wituh 'Lour aircraft, The pla~toon hecadquarters -ýrn relocatud
froma Ban 14o Thuot to Kontumi. The Secon-Ld Section, Secondý Fli31ght -i to)
at Chee Roe continued to oupport 1,22V Toý,m~ 32 and Special Forces ea
within the provInce with visur'1 reconnaissance, convc'ra cover, ond cz~a
observation. The Third Flight P'latooni located at Ba '1- "muot
supported. MACV Tzara 33, Special' Farces B-23, and B-50 (FQB-Il). The
B-.50 require:.ient has bean entirely radio rela-y while ether cor~iitr.0entS
have been primarily visual. roconnaissance', convoy cover, artilleryi-
Ladjustmient., and. combat observation.

(5) The 203dc Reconnaissa~nec Airplane Conpixirx continued its sunport
of t~he II Corps visuacl recomnnaisslance programi throughout i~inh DiLnh and
Phu Yen Provinces.* Construction- of the unit ccntonment zc,=a continued
wi*th the addition of two (2) enL- .listed bairracks, one (1) NCO barracl:3,
one (-%) O:Cficers barrackcs, twr2t~rns nd two ()shoi-rrq.
This untfo oa f5,983 laours dluring the reporting period.

(6) The 219th RiC continued its px:i.z'%ary nis sion of ivisural roe-
conaissanco of the MN portion of the 11 Corps Tvacticaýl Zone. Thec
coriparW supported. the 4th Infantry Divisiorn, the 52nd xtrtillcory Grou~p
enid numerous ARVIT and US Forces oporatui-ns in Kontun and Flcilku ~ro-
vincos. The 219th RAC flow a total of 7.,027 hours of conbat suppoet
during the quvxtor.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-DE 13 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Roport of 223d Combat Support Aviation

Battalion for Period Ending 31 JuLy 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (P1)(U)

(7) Me 225th Surveilla.nce Airplne Comipany continucd to provide
visual, photo, infrared, and SLAR aerial survoillanice tlroughout the Ii
CTZ. The unit celebratod its second annivcrsary on 15 July 1968, W.th
a day of planmod activ.,.tios. &1 22 Ju'ly 1968 the 225th comp-leted one
ycar of accident free :iL"_ying. It is particularly notcworth-y since a
groat porcentage of th;is flying is done at night, under adverse woather
conditions, end with narginal facilities. The comp,:my has instituted a
noro vigorous campaign of roetings, lectures, guest speakers, and general
discussion to maintain the awroncss of safety in all flight crow
members. With the release of the now hangar from the engineers, the
589th Trans Dot (DS) and the Service Platoon relocated their facilities
into and nce.r this struicturc. Critical shop space for cjoction Seat,
propeller, end engine work was provido•]. The shop vans wore relocated
adjacent to thpo hangar leeving the comploto ramp area free of obstruction
for greater ease -nd safety in airceaft ground handling. T7m 225th SAC
floew a total of 2,284 hours during th-s rcporting period.

b. (C) Intolligence: The 223d Corfa.t Support Aviaticn reported 7,217
significant sightings during this roporting period; 5,289 visual
sightings fron the four (4) RPJC coc-nis and 1 ,982 IR and SILR sensor
equipment s ightings from the Surveillance Airplane Compcny.

c. (C) Operations cand Training Activities.

(1) Plans: NONE.,

(2) -Operations:

(a) In the 219th RAC, Juno and July were marked by a general
decrease in the numzber of sightings with the most significant action
taking place on 31 May. OPT Edgar M. Forrest mnd 1 LT Bvrton L. StJohn
located -ld were successful in destroying three (3) of four (4) artillery
pieces which had beon shelling the D]-a To arca.

(b) The sigmificant persoliol ch-ngcs ir.tlthin tho co;mand and
principal staff during the last qcuarter ,rc as follows:

(1) Major Lar5r, Welch, 074936, assu-d coi:mmand of the 185th Rcc-
ornmnissance Airplane Company on 1 May 1968 vice 'Major Jac' L. I'iullon,
079395.

C3
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVGD-DE 13 Itugust 1968
SUBJECT. Oporation~J. Report of 223d. cocibcat Support Avition.

Bntt.-Iim for Periodi M-Wcinc; 311 July 1968, r-lQ(s GsrP0-65 (1111)(UJ)

_(, M~ajor Thoiuas R. Howell, 072-736, ,.ss'ixrod ca.v.n-7c1 of tho '203dI
Rccoi "missanco ALppla-no Coripaa'r on 7 July 1968 vice 1,4c.j or jHcrlc L.
Mulvv-noy, OFi 00665.

DI 1"k'.jor JV.2s L. 11iddv 0F109581, a~stmod comrannd of tho 219th
Rocormaisscanco Airplane Coraipcirq on 14 June 1968 vice Kajor Billy G.
,.,illm 04026176,9 who was iaodcally evacuated to C01-7.US follow.,irng- a

JC4 1 LT J ohn M. Stacy, 05424865 ý,s surid cemmnznd 0of Iieadkjartcrrz -",d
Llcadqur.rtors Dctachrnont, 22,3d Coribat Su-pport 1.viation Battcalion, on
31 JulIy 10,68 vice Captain FI-kxolcl J. 1-echis, 0CY113667.

L,ý llcjor Dcarcl W. Ba-sor, 04+0407%-' ;assiumd thec JuticS tloz
Executive Officer on 1 'Jully 1968 vice LTC Jcrcr-iaih B. Hakn,0671821, w~hc-
returned to C0I.M. 101 June 1968.

.U CW4 Donald I-0. Tuhcky, 1,21 514,25, Lnosir~c the dtie'is of thel ýknt,
talion S-1 on 3 JinG 1968 vice 1Majýor Robort D. Rooks, 0531076/44.

_ U Ca~ptain James G. Wilkoi'son., 05318"41 assuneC. the duties cf
Battalion S-2 ont 12 Juno 1968 vice Mj:r~alD t.~0779

£ý61 Captcin Nuano M. Lane, 02308387, Lasmued7 the clutiosz of theo
Battalion S-2 an. 241 Jano 19368 vice Ca-ptaýin. Jamc; G. 14I-hors on, 053184.41

1,L-7.j-'ayr D.j Bisb~o, 085890," sue the clutics, ns B-attallion
S.-3 on.. 1 July 1968(-" vice l.-j or D,.rrel 1U. B3as oia, 04040796, w~ho zassi--r-id tLhe
duties of E-atta-l -1(nz Executive Off-icer.

(1) aj or Jolun D. Mihe,08'3761, ass-med the dutfies as B-attlion
S-3 on-, 15 Juldy 19,68 vice 11ýLaJor j~ry B3. Di-sboy, 086"896.

(3) Training *#. tho 223d Ccmb~at Suppor)cit Aviation Bnttalim~ has
completed its mcam2atoary trainia-g with. olapihasis pla:ced on the £ollowilng
Iras

(r)Cozimrnd lIforractimc - weekly.

(b) '-1 6 Zero - twi~ce monthl.y.

(c) S-f otya
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CONFIDENTIAL
kVGD-DE 6
SUBSJ-EC T: Qpcrýýtiomcl floport of 223 c Caalkat 13por ro t -! 'oi

Battv'lion for Pcriocl Ending 31 July 1968y RCS C$F:1'.FoR65 (F R) (U)

(ci) OJT of _-11 criticzal !,'M cnroas.

Wc Crow drill on 81 :rai riortrnr 2.nd 3.511 Rochet Lzmrchor.

(f) Avi-ator Trziniing - Zc~ch licu aviator roccivocs apprc" drart y thirty
(30) :1.ight liours for orimitv-tion a~nd stanotarcdizzation.

Wg S1ur1vivcj.. - Tim (2) iinstructors frcan the Scuthcv-st Psir.. Siir-
viir-l School in the ?hilippincs visited ol- chi unit of tihe Batutcalion. be-
tweon 18 -.nd 28 Jul-y 1968 showin~g c. surviv%-j. novie c'.nJ lccctiuring oyn r11
pli:ýss of surv..r~r!l, CscC'.,zC and evas5ion.

(4) Chonicol: NONiE,

(5) PSYWVJL: INONE.

c. (Ui) civil fA"ZLIirs.-

(1) Mae 1r-5t~h IAC erected In forty foot television mitominr., for thc
llorm2 School in Dnni iM'e Thuot for t!.e bcnacf it of t~hoc cIldren.

(2) The project of ncking crutclics for the cripplci. c~hildren. ~
brccauv c% continaouz pr~~ for tho durv.tion of' tho 185th1 s S in.. 21
t~nO 27pi~oliC Of Victr~n.

2.(C) Pero = Cl.M

(~)Cauai.Ls: 21he lcnttolior. cczsuities tot-,n four0 (4) ki22c
cnd twelve wcundaet nrc c-s intUcz~tceL b,-ýlow:

M=LLDIII LXX2.J1 WOU11IIDED IN W 0 tT:'1M
G~iUZE LCTION (102N~I-'O-iKILE) AC T! CY N 0N_ HCZT I I

Officer 1 1 4 5
Wzrrc-nt Officer 0 1 0 0
Enistad- 1 0 -2 1

223d CSAB 2 1) 6 6

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL.

AVUD-I)E 13 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report o! 223d Combat jupport Aviation

Battali-m to,- 1i',riod Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(R0) (L)

(2) Awards - Members of the 223d CSAB received the fol lowing awards;

Distinguished Flying Cross 20

Bronze Star - "Valor' 4

Bronze Star Medal 53

Air Medl. 1 648

Air Medal :Valor" 24

Army Commendation Medal .6

Army Commendation Medal "Valor" 18

2. Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commanderts Observations, Evafl uations,

and Recommnendations.

a. (C) Personnel. Protection of Personnel During Mortar Attacks.

(1) OBSERVATION. Personnel not on perimeter or interior guard
frequently have to move a considerable distance in the open from their

sleeping quarters to reach protective bunkers on the initiation of an

enemy mortar attack.

(2) EVALUATION. Approximately 30 men normally reside in the
standard one floor 20'xlO01 trooo billet and have to leave the billets

through doors on each end and move some distance in the open to reach

personnel protective bunkers. During this movement, they are highly
vulnerable to injury from incoming mortars or rockets. To minimize

movement during mortar/rocket attacks, a long personnel protective bun-

ker should be constructed outside and along one side of the building

and abutted against it. A series of 3' x 3' entrance ports should be

cut in the side of the billets permitting rapid movement of personnel

from their bunks to the bunker with a mninimum of movement and

confusion. The entrance ports can be covered with movable pane Is
during non-alert conditionL. Spider holes or trenches adjacent to the

building can be used instead of a protective bunker if desiredJ if

placed near the building under the eave, they can be kept dry.

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
AVGD-DE 13 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Combat Support Aviation

Battalion for the Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI)

(3) RECOMMENDATION. That the standard troop billet design be altered
to incorporate the above features for new construction.

b. (C) Operations.

(1) Employment of AN/AAS-14.

(a) OBSERVATION. Dual channel A&B using "Short and Medium" wave-
length detectors has proven to be an excellent employment method for
detecting enemy base camps and assembly areas.

(b) EVLUAT ION.

(1) Preamplifier Characteristics.

(a) "Al channel: Preamplifier, AM-4468 (In As) 1.3-3.4 microns
(peak 3.0-32 microns).

(b) "B" channel: Preamplifier, AM-4464 (InSB) 1.0-6.0 microns
(peak 4.5-5.5 microns).

(2) For detection during tikhours of darkness, emission from fires,
large electric lights (lOOC watt) and exhaust from generators will
register as *discrete dark spots against a clear gray background on the
channel "A." Topographic and cultural features will be registered on
the channel "B" in various shades of gray depending upon the relative
temperature. Normal ground temperatures run between 293 degrees Kelvin
and 313 degrees Kelvin in South Vietnam, producing a peak emission ot
IR energy between 9 and I0 rnicrons. Although the maximum radiation
levels between I and 6 microns are produced which give adequate terrain
display for the plotting of imagery, IR energy from the h.-.at source
(fire) will register as a dark spot and may exhibit the "halo'' effect
or cause a break in the scan line if of sufficient magnitude. The use
of dual channel in this ccnfiguration has virtually eliminated the
reporting of water filled bomb ard shell craters, fresh bomb and shell
craters, and hot rocks as fires.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. Tbat th Is method of employment be disselemiinited
to all units and organizations using or teaching the AN/AAS-14.

(2) Construction of Comet Brick Deiense lacilities.

(a) OBSERVATION. D eiens ive bunkers and revetnont ; (exce t a irc raIt
constructed of locally made concrete-sand- I Iterite bricks are L'Ik IX -
pensive and require less maintenlance t hall si miitar unlllke Ir e ousllýtlu( ted
from sand bags , and are considered equal I y 1 f e( t ive.

7
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVGD-DE 13 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion

for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(RI) (U)

(b) EVALUATION. Sandbags cost 28 to 36 cents each and tend to

deteriorate to the point where they must be replaced within three to six

months. Using a simple brick press machine such as is issued to many
Special Forces camps, bricks (4x6x12 inches) made of cement, sand and

laterite can be locally manufactured at an average cost of five cents

eich. Two bricks replace one sand bag. In construction of brick for-
tifications a double wall with a sand filler is used, but in sand bag

construction, a thickness of four bags is required. Brick construction
requires more time, however, brick structures are permanent in nature,
self supporting, provide effective protection, and require little or no
maintenance. Five laborers can produce 350 bricks each day and can build

a four (4) man combination sleeping-fighting bunker (12'x12'x6') in five
to six working days. Experience shows that a typical bunker constructed
of sand bags costing approximately $400.00 can be replaced by a cement
block structure at a cost of approximately $45.00.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That portable brick making machines be provided
to units on permanent or semi-permanent installations where sand and
laterite are available, and cemet brick be used for new construction or

replacement of old sand bags bunkers as the•,latter deteriorate.

c. (U) Training. Sea and Jungle Survival Schools.

(1) OBSERVATION. Personnel attending"the sea survival school in
Japan and the jungle survival school in the Philippines are absent from
their unit an excessive period of time.

(2) EVALUATION. The schools in both cases are of three days' duration.
Transportation back to Vietnam is difficult to arrange, and consequently

the average time a man is absent from the unit is ten (10) days. It
appears that suitable terrain and facilities are available in one of the
more secure areas in Vietnam and could be used for this same type training.
Moving the school to RVN would reduce transportation time and expense and
would significantly reduce the man days lost to the units when an in-
dividual attends survival training.

(3) RECOMMENDTION. That a jungle survival school be establi3hed
in RVN.

d. (U) Intelligence. None.

e. (U) Logistics.

(1) Adapter Kit for k-ton (M-151) and 3/4-ton (M-37B-i) Vehicles.

(a) OBSERVATION. Many remote Reconnaissance Airplane Company Sections

are forced to hand prop aircraft when batteries fail to function.

8
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AVGD-DE 1.3 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion

for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

(b) EVALUATION. Starting an aircraft engine by turning the propellor
by hand is dangerous, but is being done of necessity in some of the more
remote areas in order to accomplish a mission. All sections in remote
areas have at least one military vehicle, while APU equipment is often
not available. The k-ton and 3/4-ton will provide sufficient power to
start an 0-1 if a suitable jumper cable can be devised.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That a jumper cable suitable for use between
a vehicle and 0-i aircraft be provided for emergency aircraft starting.

(2) Air Force Survival Vest.

(a) OBSERVATION. Most Army aviators prefer the Air Force Survival
vest to the Army leg-type survival kit.

(b) EVALUATION. The Air Force vest is of nylon web construction with
a zipper front. Pockets designed for specific items are attached at
varied positions on the vest. One speciic item can be removed and used
without disrupting any of the others. Most important, however, is that all
the necessary items for survival are included and compactly attached to
the body in a secure, comfortable and functional manner. Although the
present Army issue survival kit is more complete for an extended survival
situation, pilots prefer the Air Force vest based on the completeness of
the immediate need items and its more functional design.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That the Army procure the standard Air Force
SRU-21P survival vest, complete (FSN 8415-933-6231) and issue it as the
standard survival kit to all Army Aviators and crew members in South
Vietnam.

(3) Shoulder Weapon for Aircrew Members.

(a) OBSERVATION. While flying, pilots carry a shoulder fired
weapon in addition to their issued side arm.

(b) EVALUATION. Aircrew members consider a shoulder fired weapon
to be mandatory for personal defense in an emergency situation. The
CAR-iS is light weight, compact, and is the weapon most preferred by
aircrew members. A rack of the CAR-15 is easily installed on the aircraft
door, keeping it secure while airborne but readily available for any
ground emergency.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That the CAR-15 be authorized for issue to all
aircrew members in addition to the pistol presently authorized.

q



AVGD-DE 13 August 1968
JI3BJECT: Operatiotial Report of 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion

for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

f. LI) Organization. NONE.

g.(U) Other: NONE.

4inc~l :-M.RY ,j. DET iLES IA' 1,

~ttC omvncric-i g

-1 Ua'oy TIT 'ARU : 1 7t~h C;.,G (AVGD..SC)
TIm?.U IFFOiRCEV (AkVGD-GC-.OT)

T : Tn 1t Avn B do (AVGA-C)L

TIuTý: OM U'Sill.PAC (GPOP-DT)
TO: M _jO~D

2- Copy M, T: 1 7tlh C!'G
TO: Ar

3Copy TO i7cC-MT)
2 Copy TC: -k31SDRPAC (ATTN: GPOP-DT)
2 C cpy TO: 1 St Avn do

C Co;T T'a RU:' 17thl GAGi.
TO: IF'PCV(File)

4 rc,)y TO: 17t- GA.G (File)
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-SC (13 Aug 68) 1st, "d
SUJJI,T• Operational Report of 223d Ciabat ý.Uport Aviation Battalion

for Period aiding 31 July 1.968, RGS CoFOR-65 (RI) (U)

Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation Group, APO 96240 25 August 1.968

TO: Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the basic letter from the 223d
Combat Support Aviation Battalion. Appropriate pen and ink corrections
of errors have been inserted.

2. (C) This headquarters submits the following corments and recomnmenda-
tions on Section 2, Lessons Learned.

a. Reference paragraph 2a, Protection of Personnel During kiortir
Attacks, pages 6 and 7: Concur.

b. Reference paragraph 2b (1), Enployment of AN/AAS-14, page 7:
Concur.

C. Reference paragraph 2b (2), Construction of Cement brick Defense
Facilities, page 8: Concur.

d. Reference paragraph 2c, Sea and Jungle Survival Schools, pages 8
and 9: Concur.

e. Reference paragraph 2e (1), Adapter Kit for 1/4 Ton (h-15]) and
A3/ Ton (M-37B-1) Vehicles, page 9: Concur. The 3/4 ton truck can be

modified with an auxiliary power receptacle with female terminals, available
through supply channels. The associated slave cable has male tenninals
at both ends, and is not compatible with aircraft receptacle which also
has male terainals. Additional reccmmendations:

(1) Modify vehicle slave cables to provide one terminal comipatible
with aircraft receptacles.

(2) Stendardize all auxiliary power receptacles and slave cables
to provide a system common to all Army equirinent ýrith cunpatible
electrical systems.

f. Reference paragraph 2e (2), Air Force Survival Vest, page 9: Concur.

11
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CONFIDENTIAL

,.-h D--SC 25 August 1968
SU2;J OT: Operational Report of 223d Combat Sup!ort Aviation Battalion

for Period &Eding 31 July 1968, RGS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

g. Reference paragraph 2e (3), Shoulder Weapon for Air Crew Members,
page 10: Concur, but only for aviators assigned to units equipfx3d with
sirnle-engine, fixed wing aircraft. Either the CAR-15 or M-16 rifle
are suibable weapon:3, with tne CAR-15 a better choice because of small-r
zije. The shoulder weapon should not be secured on a jetisonable
aircraft door.

FOR uE C(,i. AD.-:

UT, AGC
Adjutant
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CONFIDENTIAL

AWV~A-GC..&T (13 Aug 68) 2d I~nd
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 223d Combat Support Aviation Bat-

talion for the Period Ending 31 July 1968,. RCS CSFOR-65 (Hl) (U)

Dk, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 1 -f P 166

TO: Commanding General, lst Aviation Brigade, AM0 96375

(C) This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsuient and Akes the following comments:

a. Reference paragraph 2b(2), Section 2 page 8, Construction of
Cement Brick Defense Facilities. Recommend the proper agency test the
feasibility of replacing or constructing cement brick defense facili-
ties instead of the sand bag type. Experience with the cement defense
facilities by this headquarters hat shown that:

(1) The construction of subject fortifications with brick is
effective if the structure has a minimum of 30 inches of fill between
the two walls.

(2) Heavy small arms fire will shatter the outer brick wall but
it is easily repaired by removing the damaged area and replacing it
with new brick.

(3) Structures of this type constructed 12 months ago are still in
excellent condition.

b. Reference paragraph 2e(1), Section 2 page 9, Adapter Kit for
1/4 Ton (N-151) and 3/4 Ton (M-37B-l) Vehicles. The cable assembly,
power FSN 4920-903-0270 is the Army standard item devised to be utilized
as an APU adapter kit for vehicles.

FOR THE CONMANDER:

0 OMT GA DIKL

SLT; AGC

ASSI ADJUTANT GENERAL

Copy furnished:
17th CAr
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"CONFIDENTIAL

AVBA-C (13 Aug 68) 3d Id
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 223d Combat, Snu port Aviot on Battalion

for Yeriod Fnding 31 July 1968, 1iCS C3FOR-65 (R1) (u)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATIUO BRIIAJE, APO 96384 SEP 23 1968
THRU: Comnanding General, United States Army Vietnam, AT9i : AV"IIhC-D•T,

APO 96375
Commander in Chief, United 6tates Ariry Pacific, A!`Li\J: GkOp-u0-,
APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of" the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be
adequate, and concurs with the contents as indorsed except for the
following:

a. Paragraph 2a, page 6 and paraxraph 2a, ist Ind. lNonconcur.
Nodification of the standard billet design as recommuended does not
appear practical since conditions at the numerous sites where construc-
tion is required vary considerably. A standard design as recormxended
would not lend itself to all situations. Self help programs should
be employed to improve protection as local conditions dictate. En-
trances to protective shelters should be sLufficiently lar,,e to prevent
their being jamn ed and to prevent injuries to personnel attemptin,7 to
enter rapidly during darkness and shelters should be as close to
living and workin,' areas as available terrain will allow.

b. Paragraph 2e(3), page 10 and paragraph 2 g, 1st Ind. Nonconcur
with the issuances of two weapons per air crew r.evrber. AR 310-34 does
not authorize more than one weapon per individual emept for military
police units, units provided a pool of additional arms for use as re-
quired, and tank crews. The DA approved BOI APor the CAR-15 authorizes
the CAR-15 for aviation units. This headquarters concurs that the CAR-15
is a more suitable weapon j:or most air crew members. If the standar-
dized aviation YTOs received from DA do not contain authorization for
the CAR-15, separate 1ffOE action will be initiated by the applicable
units, citing the approved BOI as justification. How the authorized
CAR-15 weapons are assigned in each unit (i.e., to pilots and crew
chiefs) will be the unit commander's decision based on missions per-
formed by the particular type aircraft.

2. (C) The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

a. Paragraph 2c, page 8. Personnel attending Sea and Jungle
Survival Schools are absent from their units for periods of 6 to 10 days.
The length of the courses vary from 3j days (sea survival) to 4j days
(jungle survival). The remainder of the time is spent in transit.
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AVA.C .CONFIDENTIAL
A' BA-C 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 223d Combat Suppori. Arviation LWttalion
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CoFCR-65 (i32) (G)

A request to have aircrews receive Survival, Escape an, .vL.sion Trainin2-
prior to, or en route to assignments in RVN is currently being pre-pared.
This approach to the problei., is considered by this hea..quters to bo
nore appropriate.

b. Paragraph 2e(1), page 9. The startin! of 0-1 aicra"t is alvay,
a problem, when the batteries are not kept fully charged. The i:ost
logical solution is to have an APU located with an air sectioni v:hei 'L.
deployed as a separate element. If however, sufficient Ai-s a .not
available and efforts to obtain them as special authorization have faile•,
the 20 ft cable from the generator set FSN can be ordered .s a separate
item. This headquarters has recoimiended to 17th C-z that the 223d Cb;AB
submit requisitions for the quantity necessary to cornduct their operation.

(1) Cable, Assy, Power Electric, Aux Eng.
P/1- 64104-Y-19015-C
TM,1 0-2805-218-20P -

(2) Cable Assy, Special,
P/N C7974 Type AN2551D30
FSN 6150-665-3911
T14 55-1730-207-15

The cable assembly recommended in paragraph b, 2d Ind, is also a solution.

c. Paragraph 2e(2), page 9. Nonconcur. The Army has recently
adopted the survival kit, leg holster, individual (8465-935-4729) as a
standard Item and it is to replace the old Salt-l dhit. This kit comes
complete .rith ACR-RT/lo radio. Presently, the Army has under consicder-
ation a survival kit, composite, OV-l aircraft. This consist to two
parts: a pararaft kit and an SV-2 vest kit. This is an ENS1JlE item.
The Air Force Vest is not a standard item of supply for the Army. ab-
tensive evaluation and research would have to be condurcted by AIC before
the Air Force vest would even be considered as an Army standard "A'- item.

FOR MHE CO1.•.kINDER.:

Assistant Adjutant General

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVHGC-DST (13 Aug 68) 4th Ind (C) MAJ Klingman/ds/TAIT.P 4433
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Combat Supnrrt Aviation Battalion

for Period, Ending 31 July 196(, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

HEADQUARTESS, U1NITED STATES ARM4Y, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2 5 OCT 1368

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquartcrs has rt-a 'ýewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1968 from Headquarters,
223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning Ai:/AA6-1h, page 7, paragraph 2b(l):
Concur. This headquarters will disseminate the infornation to all units
and organizations using or conductiav training ýn the AN/AAS-14.

b. Reference item concerning construction of cement brick defense
facilities, page 8, paragrarh 2b(2): Nonconcur. The skilled labor that
would be necessary for this type of construction is not available.

c. Reference item concerniag sea and junrle survival schools, page 8.,
paragraph 2c(l); and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2a: 1-lonconcur. A letter
has been dispatched to DA requesting that consideration be given to prc-
viding survival training for all fi:*:ecI wi11 aviators who are enroute to
RVN.

d. Reference item concerning adaoter kit for 1/4 ton (M-151) and
3/4 ton (M-37B-1), page 9, paragraph 22(l); 1st Indorsement, paragraph
2e; 2d Indorsement, paragraph b; and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2b: Concur
with 3d Indorsement.

e. Reference item concerning !i_ P•,rce survival vest, page 9, para-
graph 2e(2); and 3d Indorsement, paragra-h 2c: Concur with 3d Indorsement.

f. Reference item concerning a shoulder weapon for aircrew members,
page 10, paragraph 2e(3); 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2g; and 3d Indorsement,
paragraph ib: Concur with 3d Indorsement.

FOR THE COMM1AND7•R:

W. C. ARNTZ
iiQ1s An leCPTAGC ,

Cy furn: ACiýiTd Ad G Ct,Gener.J
11Q 1st Avni Bde A:s_.nLAjurGera

HQ 223d CSAB
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GPOP-DT (13 Aug 68) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalib tl

for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 3 DEC"C

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the,
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indcrsemeni-i
and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

1t AG

17



r-n. IEw

S( 0 .- j

C+ CD

0 CD~ 'tL2w1J
~1jd I C+

-'4-

c4 CD (D D

C)N

0 -0

C41 p.j

(T. _D0 C

C+f

>-J. >



CONFIDENTIAL

UNIT STT•N'-GT'11S A3 CF -1 ;,",Y 1968

1. MILITARY

SUBORMNATE OFFICER E EM TOTAL
U~21 O/ ~~IA~T )}jUH 0HUTH O/H

H D2 0 2 3 186 87 19 100
18th UAC 18 12 39 18 1 173 236 Z)3

183rd RAC 32 23 1 1. 95 80 128 1,04
185th R.%C 32 28 1 1 95 86 128 115
203rd RAC 32 2 1 2 95 82 128 108
219th AC 14 1 26) I 0 0 115 89 157 115
225th SAC 1'3 21 7 2 2!. 5 229 252

2_ý -._C..62 -11-4_6 j J97

2. CIVILIAN

JUB0.P.T NAjTE. D %C I VN 3D N..7,U CONTRXCTOR•

|M!D 0 o o 0 0
18 Ch TjA,' 0 0 8 25 0 0 0
183rd P 0 0 18 18 0 t 0
185 0 0 7 6 0 0 0
20•0 0 7 7 0 0 0
2i 0 0 8 11 0 0 0
22r,,.)- 0 0 8 8 0 2 0

• - _'

Inci 2
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CONFIDENTIAL

AIRCRFPkT STATUS

31 JULY 1968

SURB0YF1NATE i 0-11 U-6A 1' U v. JT '2... ..L Ii. . _ AUTH 0/'HHAU'H 0/0 AUTH O•H

1223 G3AB HQ

118th UP" 24 19
183red) :AC 24 2 1 1

185th RAC 24 23 1 1
i203rd RAC 2 21 1
219th RA' 3 I3

.ti J.

225 ~GA ~ .' 4 Lh aL 18± 1J 4

Incl 3
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Confidential

HIQ, 0ACSFOR, PA, Washitkgton, D.C. 20310 ab aoRutp

Ar"EORT TITLK

Oiperational Report - Lessons Learned, HQ, 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion (U)

Ex2 criences of ui na ed in counterintsur ency operationsj -1 ul6
AU THOR43I (1P1r.I nOW, M~ * #"#lie a.00000)

CO, 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion

3 EPOml DATE 741. TOTAL NO. OF' PAýI b NO. or' IRIEP

1.3 August1.968 22
A.C0ONTRACT OR GRANT NO. COi. OIG@INATOWS NEPOIIT JUMPER450

b. P00OJECY NO. 683173

C.N/A Sh. OTMER REPORT NOI31 (Anyr other ni.nbarv ti,.tmmy be assigned

10, DISTRISUT10% STATEMENT

I I SPPLEENTAR 140IS 1. SPONSLORING MILITARY ACTIVITY

N /A JOAGSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

[3. ABSTRACT
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The following items are recommended for inclusion in the Lessons Learned

Index:

ITEM I

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT UIT #

"**PAGE #

ITEM 2

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT UT #

PAGE #

I TEM 3

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR o'r UT #

PAGE #

ITEM 4

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT UT #

cPAWE #

1,T1M 5

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT UT #

PAGE #

Subject Title: A short (one sentence or phrase) description of the itein
of interest.

FOR CT UT # : Appears in the Reply Reference line of the Letter of Trans-
i ittal. This number must be accurately stated.

i '*,Page #I :That page on which the item of interest is located.
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