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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (6 Dec 68) FOR OT UT 683173 11 December 1968
wUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 223d Combat
Qf;) Support Aviation Battalion, Period Ending 31 July 1968 (U)
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1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in adédidance

mwith paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter,

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure that the

Army realizes current benefits from 1esson§ learned during recent opera-
tions. :

3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned
Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons
Learned Index containing alphabetical 11\1ngs of items appearing in the
reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the

attached report are encouraged to recommend items from it for inclusion

in the Index by completing and returning the self-addressed form provided
at the end.of this report,

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

M z ! "p«r\. o~
1 Incl KENNETH G. WICKHAM . m,si 3 W
as Major General, USA '
The Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION:
Commanding Generals

US Continental Army Command

US Army Combat Developments Command rom
Commandants ReprodUGe‘: Fc opy

US Army War College Best Available

US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army Adjutant General School
US Army Air Defense School

US Army Armor School . :
US Army Artillery and Missile School from classified inclosure.
US Army Aviation School

US Army CBR Weapons Orientation Course
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CONFIDENTIAL

DIUARTHMENT OF 90 L
HIBAD ; IRRIERS, 2030 COUBAT SUPPORT AVIATION BATTALT G
APO Ceqn francinco 960234

AVGDDE 13 hugust 1568

SUBTECT: Operational Report ol 223d Conbat Support Aviatiom
Bottalion for Poriod Fnding 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)(U)

Skl OIS TRIBUTT ON

1. Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.

(C) General.

(1) During the reporting period the 223d Combat Support Aviction
Bottalion contimied o provide fixed wing oviation suppert to the US and
Froe Vorld Forees located primarily in the IT Corps Tactical Zone, Republic
of Vietnam, This support was rendered utilizing the assots of one (1)
Utility Airplane Connany, four (4) Roconnoissence Airplane Gompanies, ond
cne (1) Surveillance Lirplene Coupany. The 58th AD (S) wes releused fron
Battalion attachnent on 20 June 19630 «nd the 3434 AOD vas rcloased from
attachment to the 223d CGSAB on 13 Moy 196%. These were the only tuo
orgnnizationnd changes within the 223d CSAB during this quarter.

() The 18th Utility Airplenc Conpany has contimued to support its
rission roquircnents in the four (4) Corps arcas of the Republic of
Victaan vith flight platoons located at DnNang, Pleilm, ord Nho Trong.
The First Flight Platoon in Delang hos continucd to support the 5th
Speeial Forces Group, the 34 US Morine fuphibious Foree, and the Pro-
vicional Corp Vietnam, Tho platoon has beon in support of PCV for nost
of this puriod utilizing four (4) RU=1A aircreft for radio relay nissions.
The Sccond Flight Plotoon, located at Hollowey £4F, Pkeiku, has continucd
its dircct supnort of II Corp Tactical Headquarters ond the 5th Specinl
IPor ccs Group., Tho Third Ilight Platoon hos continued to support the 6th
Speeial Forecos Group Headquarters with two (2) daily flights covering all
Tour (4) ccrps arees, In nddition, onc aircraft is flowm for the Joint
United States Public Affcirs Office (JUSPAO) throughout the II Corps aroa.
The 18th UAC flow = total of 3,678 hours during the reporting period,

FoRk ovur

ALS;
Gesl7 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
| ’ DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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CONFIDENTIAL

4VGD-DE 13 tuguet o8
SUBJECT: Opcrational Report of 223 Combet Support Aviction
Battalion for Period Ending 31 July 1962, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

(3) The 1831 Reconncissnnce Airplonc Company continued to perform
its assigned misgion in support of the II Corp visual recomnaiusance
prograim. Opcrating in the southern partion of the II Corps Tactical
Zone (CTZ), the 183d has flown 5,790 zceident froc combat and conbet
support hours in support of US and ARVI forces sinece 1 Ity 1865, Tie
rnejority of the effort wes deveted to visunl reconndd sstnce and arcillery
adjustment. Elencnts of the compaiy are now operating fron one (1)
tenporary and five (5) permanent locctions., Arcas of opernticn include
jungles, coastal plcins, and nountoincous terrain giwing cach avicter
valuable and vericd f£light experience wnder continunlly changing flying
conditions, The cireraft availability rete for this conpeny wos 8653
an inecrease of 2% from the last reporting period.

N
(4) During this quarter the 185th RAC obtained on 85% aircraft
aveilability rote. The First Section, First Flight Platoon,at Gie lizhia

continued to sumwort MACV Toon 31 ond Specinl Forces Tooms within the
province, The Sccond Seetion, First Flisht Platoony at Boo Loc continued
support of MACV Tecr 38 and Specicl Forcos tesms. The First Scetion,
Sccond Flight Platoon,wes cleascd from the mission of supporting P,
Co E/20th Infantry ~nd noved to Xontun to suppert Speeial Forces FOB-II
operaticns with four aircraft, The platoon headquarters wes relocated
from Ban Me Thuot to Xontum, The Scecend Section, Sccond Flight Plntcoon,
ot Cheo Reo centinued to sumport MACV Teen 32 and Specicl Forces teons
within the provinece with visurl reconnoissance, convay cover, ond conbnt
observetion, The Third Flight Plotcon located at Ben Me Thuct
supported MACV Toan 33, Special Forces B-23, and B-50 (FOB-II). The
B~50 requircient hes been entirely wodio reloy while other cormitnents
hove been primarily visucl recomneisscnce, convay cover, ortillery
adjustnent, and combat obscrvaticii.

(5) The 203d Reconnaissence Jdirplene Compeny continucd its support
of the II Corps visuel reconncissonco progron throughout Binh Dinh and
Phu Yen Provinces, Construction of the wnit centonnent arca continucd
with the addition of two (2) cnlisted barracks, onc (1) WCC barracis,
onc (1) Officers barrceks, wwo (2) lotrines, and two (2) showers.

This unit flcw a total of 5,983 hours during the reporting period.

(6) The 219th RAC continucd its prinsry nission of visusl rec-
conaissance of the W portion of the II Corps Tecticul Zonce The
company supported the Ath Infontry Division, the 52nd ‘xtillory Group
and nunerous ARVN and US Forces opcrati.ns in Kontun and Pleilku ‘Pro-
vinces, The 212th RAC flew a totel of 7,027 hours of conbat suppore
during the cuziter.

A
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD.DE ’ 13 August 1968
SUBJECT: Opcrational Report of 223d Conbat Support Aviction
Bottalion for Poriod Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)(U)

(7) The 225th Surveillonce Airplsnc Campany continuced to provido
visurl, photo, infrored, and SLAR ancrial surveillence throughout the II
CTZ. The unit cclobrotod its seccond anniversary on 15 July 1968, with
a day of plamed cetivitios., On 22 July 1963 the 225th coipleted ono
year of accidont free flying. It is porticularly nctcwortly since 2
great percentoge of this flying is done at night, under adversce wecother
conditions, cnd with narginal facilities, Tihc company hos instituted a
nore vigorous campaign of nectings, lecturcs, guest speckers, and gencral
discussion to nointoin the awnreness of safety in 011 flight crow
nembers, With the reloase of the now hanger from the engincers, the
589th Trons Det (DS) and tho Service Plctoon relocoted their foeilitics
into and neor this structurc, Critical shop space for cjecticn scatb,
propeller, and cngince work was provided. The shop vans were rcloeated
adjccent to the hongar leaving the canpletc romp cres free of obstruction
for grecter case cnd safety in circeaft ground hondling, The 225t SAC
flow & total of 2,284 hours during this ronorting poriod,

b, (C) Intclligence: The 223d Combot Support Avicticn reperted 7,217
significant sightings during this roporting period; 5,289 visual
sightings fron the four (4) RAC comprnics cnd 1,982 IR ond SLAR sconsor
cquipnent sightings from the Swrveillence Airplene Compeny.

~

hd

c. {C) Opcrotions and Trcining Activities.

(1) Plans:. NONE,

(2) -Operotions:

(2) In the 219th RAC, Junc and July were narked by o gonercsl
deeressce in the number of siglitings with the nost significant cction
cking place on 31 Moy OPT Edgor M, Forrest and 1LT Burton L. StJohn
located ond were successful in destroying three (3) of four (4) crtillery
picces which had been shelling the Dk To arca,

(b) The significont porsonncl chrnges within tho cameond and
principcl stoff during the last quarter arc os follows:

(1) Mzajor Lorry Welech, 074936, cssured comncnd of the 185th Rece
orneissance Airplenc Compeny on 1 Moy 1968 vice Mejor Jock L. Mullen,
079395.

3
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD.DE 13 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operationcl Report of 22334 Caubat Support Aviction
Bottelicn for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (M1)(U)

(2) Meojor Thomns R. Howell, 072736, osswiod caramnd of the 2034
Reconnaissance Alppleone Canpalv on 7 July 1908 vice Mojer ilerle L,
Mulvanoy, OF100665.

(3) HMejor Jomes L. Xidd, OF109581, csswied conmcnd of the 219th
Reconneissance Airplone Conporny on 14 June 1948 vice Mojor Billy G.
Willions, 04026176, vho wes nodieally cvocucted to CCHUS following o
aireraft aceident.

_LQ 1LT John M, Stoey, 05424865 cssuned commend of Headguorters cnd
Headquerters Dcto.clmc‘m, 223d Combat Supnort Aviction Battelicn, on
31 July 1968 vice Gantain Herold J, Helns, CRM13667,

(5) iicjor Dawrcl U, Bosor, 04040795 csswied the Gutics o8 Battnlion
Executive Officer on 1'July 1968 vice LIC Jeremich B, Hawkins, 067821, who
rcturned to CONUS 10 Junc 1968,

{6) CW4 Donnld VWe Tockcy, W2131425, essungd the duties of the Sate
telion S=1 on 3 June 1968 vice Mnjer Robort D. Rooks, 05307644,

{7) Ceptain Jomes G. Wilkerson, 053184471 assuncd the duties of thc
Bottalion S=2 on 12 Junc 1968 vice iinjhr TavleD, Stri g, 0571789,

{8) Coptein Duanoc M, Lo, 0308387, cssuned the dutios of the
Bottalion S-2 on 24 Juno 1968 vice Ceptein Jomes Ge Willkerson, 05318441,

Mojor Joy B. Bisboy, 085896, csswed the dutics as Bottolion
S-3 on 1 July 1900 vice Hajor Derrel W, Bason, 04040796, who assumed the
dutics of Battolicn Executive Officer.

(j_Ql Mojor Jolm D, Michocl, 083761, osstned the dutics os Battalion
S-3 on 15 July 1962 vice dnjor Joy B. Bisbey, 086896,

(3) Troining e ‘thc 2234 Conbat Support Aviction Botiolion hes
conpleted ite nendatory treining witih eapheosis ploced on the folloving
foh JeA

(=) Comnend Infornaticn - weeldy.,

(b) =16 Zero - twice monthly,

(c) Scfetys

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

LVYGD.DE 13 Aozust 1948
SUBJECT: Opcrationcl Report of 223d Canbot Suppert Avis hion
Battalion for Period Ending 31 July 1962, RCS CSFun-55 (R1)(U)

(@) OJT of 211 criticcl MOS orcas,
(¢) Creow ariil on 81 :m norter ond 3.5" Rocliet Louncher.

(£f) Avizter Troining - Zoch new oviator reccives cpproxinctely thirty
(20) £1ight hours for orientotion wnd standardizotion.

(g) Swrvival - Two (2) instructors fron the Scuthesst Asis Sur-
vivzl School in tie Philippines visited cocih unit of tiic Battalion bo-
tvcon 18 and 28 July 1968 showing ¢ survivel novie and lecturing on =11
muises of survivel, cseape ond cvosion,

(4) Chenical: NOIE.

(5) PSYWiR: TONE.

() Cther: iiOiE.

d. (U) LegZotdce: 0IE. N

ce (J) Civil Affoirs.

(1) The 135th RAC crocted = forty foot television antemm: for thc
Horl Scheol in Bon e Thvot for tiie bemefit of the children.

(2) Tac projecet of meking crutches for the erippled children hos
beecaie o continuous progres for tie durction of the 185th's stoy in
tre Awpublic of Vietnon,

e (C) Porsonncl,

(i) Cusunliles: Tue bottaiion cosuclties totoling four (4) killed
ond tircddve wcuadet cre as indiccted balows

KILLED IH ) LY <h) WOUIIDED Il  WOUNDED
GR4DE LCTION (LEOM-LIOSHTLE) ACTIOE HONHCSTILE
fficer 1 1 A 5
Worrent Officer 0 1 0 0
Enlisted =~ _1 0 2 A
2234 CSAB 2 2 6 6

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-DE 13 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Combat Support Aviation
Battalion for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(R1) (1)

(2) Awards - Members of the 223d CSAB received the following awards:

Distinguished Flying Cross 20
Bronze Star - "Valor" 4
Eronze Star Medal 53
Air Med.l 648
Air Medal "Valor" 24
Army Commendation Medal 76
Army Commendation Medal "Valor" 18

2. Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Eval uations,

and Recommendations.

a. (C) Personnel. Protection of Personnel During Mortar Attacks.

(1) OBSERVATION. Personnel not on perimeter or interior guard
frequently have to move a considerable distance in the open from their
sleeping quarters to reach protective bunkers on the initiation of an
enemy mortar attack.

(2) EVALUATION. Approximatecly 30 men normally reside in the
standard one floor 20'x100t troop billet and have to leave the billets
through doors on each end and move some distance in the open to reach
personne! protective bunkers. During this movement, they are highly
vulnerable to injury from incoming mortars or rockets. To minimize
movement during mortar/rocket attacks, a long personnel protective bun-
ker should be constructed outside and along one side of the building
and abutted against it. A series of 3' x 3' entrance ports should be
cut in the side of the billets permitting rapid movement of personncl
from their bunks to the bunker with a minimum of movement and
confusion. The entrance ports can be covered with movable panels
during non-alert conditions. Spider holes or trenches adjacent to the
building can be used instead of a protective bunker 1if desired Lf
placed near the building under the eave, they can be kept dry.

6
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-DE 13 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Combat Support Aviation
Battalion for the Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(R1)

(3) RECOMMENDATION. That the standard troop billet design be altered
to incorporate the above features for new construction.

b. (C) Operations.

(1) Employment of AN/AAS-14.

(a) OBSERVATION. Dual channel A&B using "Short and Medium" wave-
length detectors has proven to be an excellent employment method for
detecting enemy base camps and assembly areas.

(b) EV.LUATION.

(1) Preamplifier Characteristics.

(a) "A" channel: Preamplifier, AM-4468 (In As) 1.3-3.4 microns

(peak 3.0-32 microns).

(b) "B" channel: Preamplifier, AM-4464 (InSB) 1.0-6.0 microns

(peak 4.5-5.5 microns).
(2

)

For detection during thehours of darkness, emission from fires,
large electric lights (100C watt) and exhaust from generators will
register as discrete dark spots against a clear gray background on the
channel "A." Topographic &nd cultural features will be registercd on
the channel "B" in various shades of gray depending upon the relative
temperature. Normal ground temperatures run between 293 degrees Kelvin
and 313 degrees Kelvin in South Vietnam, producing a peak emission of
IR energy between 9 and 10 microns. Although the maximum radiation
levels between ! and 6 microns are produced which give adequate terrain
display for the plotting of imagery, 1R energy from the heat source
(fire) will register as a dark spot and may exhibit the "halo" etfect
or cause a break in the scan line if of sufficient magnitude. The use
of dual channel in this cenfiguration has virtually eliminated the
reporting of water filled bomb and shell craters, fresh bomb and shell
craters, and hot rocks as fires.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That th:s method of employment be disseminated
to all units and organizations using or teaching the AN/AAS-14,

(2) Construction of Cemet Brick Defense Facilities.

(a) OBSERVATION. Detensive bunkers and revetments (except aircraft)
constructed of locally made concrete-sand-laterite bricks are less ex-
pensive and require less maintenance than similar bunkers constructed
from sand bags, and are considered equally cltective.

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVGD-DE 13 August 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(R1) (V)

(b) EVALUATION. Sandbags cost 28 to 36 cents each and tend to
deteriorate to the point where they must be replaced within three to six
months. Using a simple brick press machine such as is issued to many
Special Forces camps, bricks (4x6x12 inches) made of cement, sand and
laterite can be locally manufactured at an average cost of five cents
cach. Two bricks replace one sand bag. In construction of brick for-
tifications a double wall with a sand filler is used, but in sand bag
construction, a thickness of four bags is required. Brick construction
requires more time, however, brick structures are permanent in nature,
self supporting, provide effective protection, and require little or no
maintenance. Five laborers can produce 350 bricks each day and can build
a four (4) man combination sleeping-fighting bunker (12'x12'x6') in five
to six working days. Experience shows that a typical bunker constructed
of sand bags costing approximately $400.00 can be replaced by a cement
block structure at a cost of approximately $45.00.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That portable brick making machines be provided
to units on permanent or semi-permanent installations where sand and
laterite are available, and cemet brick be used for new construction or
replacement of old sand bags bunkers as the>latter deteriorate.

c. (U) Training. Sea and Jungle Survival Schools.

(1) OBSERVATION. Personnel attending>the sea survival school in
Japan and the jungle survival school in the Philippines are absent from
their unit an excessive period of time.

(2) .EVALUATION. The schools in both cases are of three days' duration.
Transportation back to Vietnam is difficult to arrange, and consequently
the average time a man is absent from the unit is tenm (10) days. It
appears that suitable terrain and facilities are available in one of the
more secure areas in Vietnam and could be used for this same type training.
Moving the school to RVN would reduce transportation time and expense and
would significantly reduce the man days lost to the units when an in-
dividual attends survival training.

(3) RECOMMENDATION. That a jungle survival school be established
in RVN.

d. (U) Intelligence. None.

e. (U) Logistics.
(1) Adapter Kit for %-ton (M-151) and 3/4-ton (M-37B-1) Vehicles.

(a) OBSERVATION. Many remote Reconnaissance Airplane Company Sections
are forced to hand prop aircraft when batteries fail to function.

8
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AVGD-DE 13 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(b) EVALUATION. Starting an aircraft engine by turning the propellor
by hand is dangerous, but is being done of necessity in some of the more
remote areas in order to accomplish a mission. All sections in remote
areas have at least one military vehicle, while APU equipment is often
not available. The %-ton and 3/4-ton will provide sufficient power to
start an Q-1 if a suitable jumper cable can be devised.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That a jumper cable suitable for use betwecen
a vehicle and 0-1 aircraft be provided for emergency aircraft starting.

(2) Air Force Survival Vest.

(a) OBSERVATION. Most Army aviators prefer the Air Force Survival
vest to the Army. leg-type survival kit.

(b) EVALUATION. The Air Force vest is of nylon web construction with
a zipper front. Pockets designed for specific items are attached at
varied positions on the vest. One specilic item can be removed and used
without disrupting any of the others. Most important, however, is that all
the necessary items for survival are included and compactly attached to
the body in a secure, comfortable and funct10nal manner. Although the
present Army issue survival kit is more. complete for an extended survival
situation, pilots prefer the Air Force vest based cn the completeness of
the immediate need items and its more functional design.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That the Army procure the standard Air Force
SRU-21P survival vest, complete (FSN 8415-933-6231) and issue it as the
standard survival kit to all Army Aviators and crew members in South
Vietnam.

(3) Shoulder Weapon for Aircrew Members.

(a) OBSERVATION. While flying, pilots carry a shoulder fired
weapon in addition to their issued side arm.

(b) EVALUATION. Aircrew members consider a shoulder fired weapon
to be mandatory for personal defense in an emergency situation. The
CAR-15 is light weight, compact, and is the weapon most preferred by
aircrew members. A rack of the CAR-15 is easily installed on the aircraft
door, keeping it secure while airborne but readily available for any
ground emergency.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. That the CAR-15 be authorized for issue to all
aircrew members in addition to the pistol presently authorized.



AVGD-DE I3 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

f. (1) Organization. NONE.

g. (U) Other: NONE.

7
4 Incl HENRY d. DuTWJEFq II?
Te Organization Cnfrt LTC, IN M
o Unit Stvemgths Comn".ncb.ng

S fLirveret Stutuu
be Operctionel 5% tistics

VL5 TRIBUTION: .
1 Copy THRU: 17fh CAG (AVGD-SC)
TiRU:  IFFORCEV (AVGD-(GS-0T)
IHW:  1st Avn Bde (AVGAC)
T:iRT:  USARV (AVHGC-DST) ~
THHU:  OmMR US/RPAC (GPOP-DT)
TO: :-.US__FGR' DA
2 Copy THIU: 47th CAG

TC:  A0S_TOR, DA A
3 Copy TO: UILET ({7711GC-DST)
2 Gopy TO: SER USARPAC (ATTN: GPOP-DT)
2 Ccpy TO: 1st ivn Bde
i

Copy T'RU: 17+h CAG
TO: ITYORCEV (File)
4 Copy TO: 17t CAG (TFile)
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-SC (13 Aug 68) 1st Ind
SUBGELT .  Uperational Report of 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalion
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS COFOR~65 (R1) (U)

Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation Group, ARO 96240 25 August 1v68
TO: Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, AFPO 96350

l. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the basic letter from the 223d
Combat Supvort Aviation Battalion. Appropriate pen and ink corrections
of errors have been inserted.

2. (C) This headquarters submits the following comments and recommenda=-
tions on Section 2, lessons learned.

a, Reference paragraph 2a, Protection of Personnel During hMortar
Attacks, pages 6 and 7: Concur.

b. Reference paragraph 2o (1), Employment of AN/AAS=l4, page 7:
Concur.

¢. Reference paragraph 2b (2), Construction of Cement Brick Defense
Facilities, page 8: Concur.

d. Reference paragraph 2¢, Sea and Jungle Survival Schools, pages 8
and 9: Concur.

e. Reference parngraph 2e (1), Adapter Kit for 1/4 Ton {(M=-151) and
3/L Ton (M-37B-1) Vehicles, page 9: Concur. The 3/4 ton truck can be
rodified with an auxiliary power receptacle with female terminals, available
through supply channels., The associated slave cable has male terminals
at both ends, and is not compatible with aircraft receptacle which also
has male terminals. Additional recommendations:

(1) Modify vehicle slave cables to provide one terminal compatible
with aircraft receptacles.

(2) Standardize all auxiliary power receptacles and slave cables
to provide a system common to all Amay equipment with cempatible
electrical systems.

f. Reference paragraph 2e (2), Air Force Survival Vest, page 9: Concur.

11
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CONFIDENTIAL

AWID=3C 25 August 1963
SUSJCT:  Operational Revort of 223d Combat Suprort aviation Battalion
for Period Bnding 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

g. Reference paragravh 2e (3), Shoulder Weapon for Air Crew lembers,
pvage 10: Concur, but only for aviators assigned to units equipped with
sin. sle=engine, fixed wing aircraft. Either the CAR-15 or M=-1l6 rifle
are suitable weapons, with tne CAR~15 a better choice because of smaller
size. The shoulder weapon should not be secured on a jetisonable
aircraft door.

FOR Ti.5 CO-JMAND=R:

A A

1LT, AGC
Adjutant

12
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T CONFIDENTIAL

AVEA-GC-OT (13 Aug 68) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 223d Combat Support Aviation Bat-
talion for the Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, AP0 96350 1 % :i”i968
T0: Commanding General, lst Aviation Brigade, AP0 96375

(C) This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsement ani akes the following comments:

a. Reference paragraph 2b(2), Section 2 page 8, Construction of
Cement Briek Defense Faciliiies. Recommend the proper agency test the
feasibility of replacing or constructing cement brick defense facili-
ties instead of the sand bag typs. Experience with the cement defense
facilities by thie headquarters has shown that:

(1) The construction of subject fortifications with brick is
effective if the structure has a minimum of 30 inches of fill between
the two walls. )

~
(2) Heavy small arms fire will shatter the outer brick wall but
it is easily repaired by removing the damaged area and replacing it
with new brick.
“w
(3) Structures of this type constructed 12 months ago are still in
excellent condition.

b. Reference paragraph 2e(l), Section 2 page 9, Adapter Kit for
1/4 Ton (M-151) and 3/L Ton (M-37B-1) Vehicles. The cable assembly,
power FSN [,920-903-027C is the Army standard item devised to be utilized
a8 an APU adapter kit for vehicles.

L - i /// vl e

ILT; AGC
ASST ADJUTANT GENERAL

FOR THE CQMMANDER3

Copy furnished:
17th CAG

13
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CONFIiDENTIAL

[~ L
’

AVBA-C (13 Aug 68) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operuntional Report of the 223d Combat Su;port Avistion Battalion
for Yeriod Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RL) (u)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIAJE, APO 90384 GEP 99 1968

THRU: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, AT1i': aVLLXC-Dov,
AP0 96375
Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATUN: GFOP-OT,
APO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department ol the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be
adequate, and concurs with the contents ss indorsed except for the
following:

a. Paregraph 2a, pasge 6 and parasraph a, lst Ind. Nonconcur.
Modification of the standard billet design as recomnended does not
aprear practical since conditions at the numercus sites where construc-
tion is required vary considerably. A standard design as recommended
would not lend itself to all situations. Self help programs should
be employed to improve protection as local conditions dictate. En-
trances to protective shelters should Le sufficiently lar:e to prevent
their being jam ed and to prevent injuries to personnel attempting to
enter rapidly during darkness and shelters should be as close to
living and workin- areas as available terrain will allow.

b, Paragraph 2e(3), page 10 and paragraph 2g, lst Ind. Nonconcur
with the issuances of two weapoas per air crew nember. AR 310-34 does
not authorize more than one weapon per individual except for military
police units, units provided a pool of additional srms for use as re-
quired, and tank crews. The DA apnroved BOI for the CAR-15 authorizes
the CAR-15 for aviation units. This headquarters concurs thet the CAR-15
is a more suitable weapon lor most air crew nembers. If the standar-
dized aviation MTOEs received from DA do not contain authorizaticn for
the CAR-15, separate MI'OE action will be initiated by the applicable
units, citing the approved BOI as justificution. How the authorized
CAR-15 weapons are assigned in esch unit (i.e,, to pilots and crew
chiefs) will be the unit commander's decision based on missions per-
formed by the particular type aircraft.

2. (C) The following additional comments are considered pertinents
a, Paragraph 2c, page 8, Person:el attending Sea and Jungle
Survival Sehools are absent from their units for periods of 6 to 10 days.

The lensth of the courses vary from 3% days (sea survival) to 4% days
(jungle survival). The remainder oi the time is spent in transit.

14
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S CCNFIDENTIAL
AVBAC | SEP 23 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 223d Combat Supror' avistion Lattalion
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CoIiR-65 (R1) (L)

A request to have aircrews receive Survival, Escape v iwvosion Training
prior to, or en route to assignments in RVN is currently bein; urcpared,
This aprroach to the proble:. is con51dered by this hefaqL,.berb 10 Le
nore appropriate,

b. Paragraph 2e(1), page 9, The startin: of 0-1 airerait is elvay:
a problem, when the batteries are not kept fully charged. The rosv
logical solution is to have an AFU located with an air section vhei: it .s
deployed az a separate element, If however, sufficient iils 12 not
available and efforts to obtain them azs special authorization have failed,
the 20 ft cable from the zenerator set FSN can te ordered ¢s a separate
item, This headquarters has recommended to 17th C.G thzat the 223d CoiB
submit requisitions for the quantity necessary to coniuct their operazticii.

(1) Cable, Assy, Power Electric, Aux Eng.
P/N 64104-Y-19015-C
Tl 0-2305-218-20P -

(2) Cable Assy, Special . >
: P/ C7974 Type AN2551D30
FSK 6150-665~3911
TM 55-1730-207-15

Y

The cable assembly recomrended in paragraph b, 2d Ind, is also a solution.

c. Paragraph 2e(2), page 9. Nonconcur. The Army has recently
adopted the survival kit, lez holster, individual (84€5-935-472G) as a
standard “ter and it is to replace the old SEER-~1 Lkit, This kit comes
compliete :1ith ACR-RT/10 radio. Presently, the Army has under consider-
ation a survival kit, composite, (V-1 aircraft. This consist to two
parts: a pararaft kit and an SV-2 vest kit. This is an ENSURE iten.
The Air Force Vest is not a standard item of supyly for the Army. FIx-
tensive evaluation and research would have to be concucted by aiC before
the Air Force vest would even be considered as an Army standard Y“A" item.

FOR THE COl1.aNDER:

“D. SEGKL
CPT, AGC /

Assistant Adjutant General

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (13 Aug 68) Lth Ind (C) MAJ Klingman/ds/I RN 4433
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 223d Combat Supnart Aviation Battalion
for Perioc Fnding 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

HEADQUARTFRS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2 50CT 1968

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
AP0 96558

1. (U) This headquartcrs has reviewed the Operational Repcrt-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1968 from Headquarters,
223d Combat Support Aviation Battzlion.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning Al:/aAS-14, page 7, paragraph 2b(1):
Concur. This headquarters will disseminate the information to all units
and organizations using or conductins training on the AN/AAS-14.

b. Reference item concerning construction of cement brick defense
facilities, page 8, paragrach 2b%2): Nonconcur. The skilled labor that
would »e necessary for this type of construction is not available.

c. Reference item concerniig sea and juﬁh]e survival schools, page £,
paragravh 2c(1); and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2a: Nonconcur. A letter
has been dispatched to DA requestinz that consideration be given to proc-
viding survival training for all fixed wing; _aviators who are enroute to
RVN,

d. Reference item concerning adunter kit for 1/4 ton (M-151) and
3/ ton (M-37B-1), page 9, paragraph 2¢(1); 1st Indorsement, paragraph
2e; 2d Indorsement, paragravh b; and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2b: Concur
with 3d Indorsement.

e. Reference item concerning ii: I'crce survival vest, page 9, para-
graph 2e(2); and 3d Indorsement, paragrarh 2c: Concur with 3¢ Indorsement.

f. Reference item concerning a shoulder weapon for aircrew members,
page 10, paragraph 2e(3); 1lst Indorsement, paragravh 2g; and 3d Indorsement,
paragraph 1lb: Concur with 3d Indorsement.

FOR THE COMMANDR:

iz

W. C. ARNTZ
Cy furn: cpPTAGC :
;g 1st AVn Bde , Assistant Adju ntJGenera)

HQ 223d CSA3
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GPOP-DT {13 Aug 68) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 223d Combat Support Aviation Battalicn
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Armmy, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 3 DEC *'63

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indcrsemeni s
and concurs in the report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

CJ\"MGL\H‘.\ ’

e ook
N3 f, AT

Aost AG
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CONFIDENTIAL

UNIT STHENGTIS A3 CF 21 J4ULY 1968

1. MILITARY

|SUBORDINATE | OFFICER WO o7 TOTAL

| _LNIT AUTH _ O/H |AUTH _O/H |AUTH_ _O/H {AUTH _ O/H_
: :

HHD 21 10 2 3 86 ¢ 871 109 | 100

18th UAC 18 | 12 | 39 18 § 179 | 173 | 236 | 03

183rd RAC 32 | 23 1 1 95 1 g0 | 128 | 104

185th RAC 32 | 28 1 1 95 | 8 | 128 115

203rd FiC 32 | 24 1 2 95 | 821 128 108

219th RAC w | 2% 1 o | 115) 8| 157 | 115

225th S0 3t 21 | 17 2 { 2v5 ] 209 | 25 252

YooV DU SUUIIITON VORNURNUIIN SV VU SUN U SRS SO SRR

25rd Coan 189 11k | b2 1 z7 17910 ] 826 1161 T 977 |

2. CIVILIAN

SBUROPITNATE DiC ! VN 3D MATL | CONTRACTOR
LV AT O/ AUTH QR T e
HHD 2 b ; i o ! 0 0
18th UL 0 0 8 25 0 0 0
1837d T\l 0 0 18 18 0 Y 0
185¢h %30 0 0 7 6 0 0 0
. AR WIS o} 0 7 7 0 0 0
20+ 12 0 0 8 11 0 0 0
2250 (80 0 0 8 8 0 2 0
e & e P _, o _..J;..___ _______ b e e e
Pz R A < A ) 0 2 0
Incl 2
)
CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AIRCRAFT STATUS

31 JULY 1968

SUBORDINATE ;  O-1 . U-6A U-14 ov-1
_UVIT T AUTH . O/H_ [ AUTH 0'H | AUTH _O/H | AUTH O/H
223 CSAB HQ | | 10 |
lgth U | i 2L | 19
183rd RAC | 240 21 | 1 1
185th RAC 24, 23 | 1 1
203rd RAC 1 2h ¢ 21 | ¢ 1
219th RAC 1 321 23 | 4 1
225uh 8T ! | 1 18 1h
23rd O 10u i i 6 6 T 2n 119 (18 1 14
Incl 3
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