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PURPOSE

The aims of this atudy were to improve the performance of meteorological
balloons by improvements in the basic formulations, by revised or new
methods of pratreatment or preconditioning, and by wmodification of the
aerodynamic shape of such balloons.

This work will

TASK A: STUDY

be performed according to the following schedule:

OF BALLOON FILMS AND THEIR EFFECT ON BALLOON FLIGH

PERFORMANCE .

Phase 1:
Phase 2:
Phase 3:

Phage 4:

Study of the Literature
Study of Raw Materials

Development of Formulations with Desirable Film
Properties

Correlation of Film Properties with Flight Data

TASK B: EFFECT OF FLIGHT CONDITIONS ON BALLOON FILM PERFORMANCE

Phase 1:
Phase 2:
Phase 3:
Phase 4:
Phase 5:

Phase 6

TASK C: STUDY
Phase 1:
Phase 2:
Phase 3:

Phase 4:

Effect of Pre-elongation

Effect of Ozone

Effect of Infra-Red Radiation

Effect of Ultra-Violet and Other Short-Wave Radiation

Correlation cf Physical Properties with Flight
Performance

Prediction of Balloon Performance

OF BALLOON CONFIGURATION
Design and Construction of Equipment
Construction of One-Piece Balloons for Flight Testing

Construction of Balloons having Mechanical Attachments
to Improve Rate of Ascent

Construction of Balloons having Selective Compound
Modulation
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ABSTRACT

The following is a resume of the work performed during the period from
25 April, 1960, through 21 December, 1962:

TASK A:; STUDY OF BALLOON FILMS AND THEIR EFFECT ON BALIOON FLIGHT
PERFCRMANCE

Phage 1: Jtudy of the Literature

As a result of a continuous study of the literature throughout
this countract, attention was drawn to three possibly valuable ’
compounding 1ngred1ents. Tinuvin 'P' was described as being
effective in preventlng degradatlon of naturua” rubber by ultra-
violet radiation by the Geigy Chemical Corporation. Mobilsol 'L‘
was suggested as a low-temperature plasticizer by the Mobil 0Oil
gompany. B.T.N, was offered by W, T, Henley as a replacement
or N.B.C

A bulletin from E. I. duPont de Nemours described the use of
Thiocarbanilide and Diphenyl Guanidine for low-temperature cures
in neoprene compounds.

Phase 2; Study of Raw Materials
Part A: Neoprene Polymers

Following conferences with Du Pont, at which the desirability
of developing neoprene latices specifically designed fo: use
in meteorological balloons was discussed, six experimental
polymers were submitted for evaluation. Of these polymers,
only ECD-307 showed interesting elongation characteristics

at room temperature and at -40°C, but its room-temperature
modulus was undesirably low. Blending these polymers with
other commercial polymers was ineffective as a means of
improving physical properties.

Four commercially-available polymers were also evaluated.
Neoprene 673 and Neoprene 450 appeared to have value, the
former because of its high modulus and tensile strength, the
latter because of its high room-temperature elongation.

Additional work was conducted using bler.dls of Neoprene 750
with Neoprene 571 and with Neoprene 400. The importance of
the type of plasticizer used in these compounds on the
modulus was clearly demonstrated.

A comprehensive study of the effect of aging neoprene latices
before compounding and the effect of aging the compounded
latex was conducted.
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ABSTRACT (continued)

TASK A, Phage 2 (continued)

Part B: Plasticizers

Blends of plasticizers were evaluated to determine their
effect on the low-temperature characteristics of compounds.
Indications were obtained that in certain casecs a blend of
two plasticizers was more e¢ffective than either one by itself.

Mobilsol 'L', a plasticizer supplied by The Mobil 0il Company,
was evaluated and shown to have poor low-temperature
characteristics.

Butoxy Ethyl Oleate from Kessler Chemical Company was evalu-
ated and shown to give almost identical properties to those
obtained with Paraflux C-325,

In addition, two other plasticizers were evaluated. They
were Ohopex R-9, supplied by Stoney-Mueller, and Plastici-
zer SC from Harwick Standard Chemical Coxpany. Both mate-
rials were unsuitable.

Part C: i n tiozonants

Agerite DPPD from R, T. Vanderbilt was evaluated an an anti-
ozonant and shown to be superior to N.B.C. Akroflex CD from
Du Pont was shown to be equal to N.B,C. These antiozonants
were evaluated because of the difficulties encountered when
trying to prepare dispersions of Thermoflex 'A' which had
previously been shown to provide excellent ozone protection.

Agerite DPPD was also evaluated in compounds containing
Lytron 615, a polystyrene latex which imparts high modulus
when blended with neoprene latex but has very poor ozone
resistance.

Further work with Wingstay 'T' was carried out, not in order
to measure its effectiveness as an antioxidant but to con-
firm its side effect of increasing the elongation of neoprene
compounds.

B.T.N, from Henley Chemical Company was evaluated and shown
to be equivalent to N.B.C. when used in meteorological
balloon formulations.

Part D: Accelerators
The accelerator, Merac, from Pennsalt Chemical Corporation,

was evaluated in high- and low-moduvlus dayflight and dual-
purpose compounds and shown to possess certain advantages.



ABSTRACT (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part D (continued)

The effect of varying the amount of accelerator in a compound
over a runif from 0,5 parts to 3.0 parts was determined, and
the possibilities of increasing low-temperature elongation by
such means was illustrated. Such improvement was, however,
confined to day-£flight compounds.

The value of Thiocarbanilide was determined as a low-
temperature curing accelerator for neoprene. Prelimin
tests indicated that desirable wroperties could be obtained.

Part E: Polymerg other than Neoprene

Poly-isoprene latex as supplied by Shell Chemical Corporation
was evaluated, and the difficulties encountered in its use
are described. 1In addition, compounds were prepared based on
a natural latex. It was shown that although generally satis-
factory physicals can be obtained, the ozone resistance was
still very poor even when the newly available, improved
antiozonants were employed.

Part F: Reinforcing Fillers

Mistron Vapor, supplied by The Sierra Talc Company, was
evaluated as a reinforcing filler for balloon compounds.
It was shown that improvement in room-temperature modulus
and tensile strength can be obtained without loss of any
other properties.

Zinc Resinate was also evaluated as a possible means of
introducing zinc ions in an emulsion form, The res:'lts
were unsatisfactory.

Phase 3: Dev of F lations with D ble Film
" Properties

Part A: High-Altitude Balloon Compounds

An evaluation of all the raw materials investigated in
Phase 2 was made, giving careful consideration to the
advantages and disadvantages possessed by each one. In all,
fifteen compounds were designed which were considered suit-
able for making day-flight balloons, some of them being
derived from several series of compounds which were first
evaluated in order to determine optimum ratios of certain
of the ingredients involved.
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ABSTRACT (continued)
IASK A, Phage 3, Part A (continued)

Balloons were manufactured from six of these compounds and
flown with the major purposes of evaluating in flight the
effect of improving ozone resistance by the use of Agerite
DPPD (particularly in the case of compounds containing
Lytron 615), the effect of increasing the modulus with
Neoprene 400, the effect of the accelerator Merac, and the
effect of increasing the compound elonvation at room tempera-
‘ture and at -40°C, :

- Part B: Dual-lrurpose Balloon Compounds

Thirty dual-purpose compounds were .designed and evaluated.
These compounds were, in general, based on the information
obtained in Phase 2 and were principally developed with the
objective of producing balloons capable of consgistent ..
performance by day and nlght to 120,000 feet..

Compounde were designed to determlne the value of blends of
Dibutyl Sebacate and Butyl Nleate, and &lso the value of
Dibutyl Sebacate as the sole plasticizer with. Neoprene 400
- blends. Compounds contalnlng Merac, similar to those
developed in Phase 3, Part A, were produced and the value.
of Mistron Vapor as a means of increasing the modulus of -
high-plagticizer compounds was demonstrated., ‘Compounds
having unusually high elongation at -70°C-were also
developed. . o

Of the thirty compounds developed ten were used to manu-v
facture balloons which were submitted for fllght testing.

Part C Fast-Rise Balloon Compounds

One compound was developed for fast-rise balloons. This
contained Mistron Vapor as a reinforcing agent to produte
high modulus, and balloons were manufactured for use in
Task G, Phase 3, the study of balloons. having mechanlcal
attachments to 1mprove rate of ascent.

Phase 4: Correlation of Film Properties witthlight Dafa'

Part A; High-Altitude Balloong

Flights were conducted with balloons made from A3- 105, and
it was shown that consistent performance to 130,000 feet can
be obtained with balloons weighing 2500 grams made from this
compound. However, the performance of balloons weighing
6000 grams were very erratic. Attempts to improve this
performance by protecting the larger balloon at launch by
enclosing it in a smaller (800 gram) balloon still produced
erratic performance,



ABSTRACT (continued)

T

K A, Phase 4, Part A (continued)

Balloons made from compounds containing Lytron 615 and
Agerite DPPD were consistent in performance but the altitude
was low, probably because of the darkening produced by the
Agerite DPPD,

Flights conducted with 2500-gram balloons made from compound
A3-101 were extremely consistent and also averaged 130,000
feet as did those made from A3- 105

Finally, 1000-gram balloons made from a high-elongation com-
pound, A3-157, performed extremely well consistently reach-,
ing altitudes of 120,000 feet, which is in the order of

15,000 feet higher than this size balloon normally achieves.

aPart B: Dual -Purpose Balloons '

Good results with 600-gram balloons were obtalned using | :
compound A3-103.  Cowpound A3-104, as laboratory-determined
physical propertles 1ndicated, was an improvement of A3-103
and gave very satisfactory and consistent performance to
100,000 feet by both day and night. . Larger balloons,
de31gned to reach altitudes of 120, 000 feet,were very
erratic, particularly at nlght.

Compound A3- 106 was shown to glve excellent results by ‘both
day and night up to 100,000 feet. Balloons weighing 2500
grams from the same compound were consistent at night but
somewhat less so in the daytime. Balloons weighing 1750

' grams performed consistently well to 120,000 feet by both

day and night in the first series of tests but were less
reliable in the second series. ' Further flights failed to
duplicate the first series, and increasing the plasticizer
content and/or the antiozonant failed to produce any improve- ' -
ment, The consistency was much improved, however, by increas-
ing the wall thickness slightly, -and reliable 120,000-foot
balloons were produced by thls means from compound A3 106.

Satisfactory 120,000-foot balloons were also produced from
compound A3-127, although: this' compound produces 100,000-

igot galloons that are nferior'to those made from compound
10 : '

Fllghts were conducted with 1000-gram balloons made from
compound A3-1uU6 but which were cured for times and at tem-
peratures below the optimum indicated by laboratory-
determined physical properties. Some improvement iIn alti-
tude appeared to be attalnable by reducing the state of
cure, but then performance in general seemed to be less
consistent.



ABSTRACT (continued)

TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

Balloons weighing 3000 grams made from compound A3-107 showed
excellent performance in a limited series of flights, while
balloons made from compound A3-130 which contains Neoprene 400
did not achieve the expected results. When balloons contain-
"ing B.T.N. in place of N.B.C. were flown, equal performance
was obtained. : '

Compounds A3-132 and A3-136, both of which contained Merac,
produced 1000-gram balloons equal in performance- to those
made from A3-106. . .

Flights with balloons made from compound A3-129 which con-
tained Butoxy Ethyl Oleate in place of Paraflux C-325 were
slightly superior to those made with balloons from A3-106.

Compound A3-133 using Dibutyl Sebacate as the only plaati- :
- cizer were soft, difficult to handle, and performed poorly..
®
Compound A3-138, a development of compound A3-104 produced
reliable 100, 000 -foot, dual-purpose balloons; however, 1500-
gram balloons made from this compound'failed to. perform,
being inferior to the 1000-gram balloons.
. . Q
Balloons made from both compounds A3-106 and A3-L38'modified<.
by increasing the plasticizer content were shown to be S
satisfactory for use in the Tropical Zonre at night.

Balloons weighing 1000 grems made from compound A3-165,'
which is based on Neoprene 673, performed very poorly. A
series of laboratory tests with 100-gram balloons made.
from the same compound showed that such balloons inflate
very badly insofar as both shape and bursting volume is
concerned. o )

Bart C;  Fast-Rise BailoongA

Thick-walled balloons were flown. These were made from
compounds A3-102 and A3-134, both of which have high modulus.'
The results obtained were only fair, and the rates of ascent
failed to reach the anticipated figures.

Similar, but lighter and shorter, balloons manufactured from
compounds A3-138 and A3-106 showed fairly good performance
to relatively low altitudes.



ABSTRACT (continued)
TASK B; EFFECT OF FLIGHT CONDITIONS ON BALLOON FILM PERFORMANCE

Phage 1: Effect of Pre-elongation

A gtudy of the effect of pre-elongation on the properties of
day-flight and dual-purpose compounds furnished an explanation
for some of the apparently anomalous behavior of balloon
performance.

Phage 2: Effect of Ozone

An ozonator was purchased from G. F. Bush Associates, and the
methods of calibratirn and operation are described., A comprehen-
sive investigation of the ozone resistance of balloon films was
carried out. Day-flight and dual-purpose compounds were examined
at different elongations and under unilateral and multilateral
stress. It was shown that resistance to ozone depends on the
nature of the compound, the degree of elongation, and the type

of stress.

Phase 3: Effect of Infra-Red Radiation

The spectral characteristics of neoprene balloon f£ilms were
determined in the infra-red region. Also, an exhaustive study
of the radiation load on a balloon in the free atmosphere was
conducted.

Compounds were designed with high absorption in the infra-red and
with less than normal absorption. Flights were performed with
balloons made from such compounds, and their performance was
successfully correlated with the theoretical findings of the
infra-red radiation study.

Phase 4: Effect of Ultra-Violet and Other Short-Wave Radiation

The effect of ultra-violet radiation on balloon films was examined,
and it was shown that, in general, the deterioration was insigni-
ficant if the tests were conducted in an atmosphere of nitrogen.
When the tests were conducted in air, the deterioration due to

the creation of ozone was much greater than any direct effect of
the ultra-violet radiation itself,

Phase 5: Correlation of Physical Propertieg with Flight
Performance

Balloons were flown to determine the effect of increasing the
absorption of solar radiation, and it was demonstrated that sub-
stantial loss in altitude is obtained in the daytime if the
compound used shows high infra-red absorption.



ABSTRACT (continued)

IASK B, Phegse 5 (continued)

Flights were conducted with balloons containing Agerite DPPD to
evaluate the improvement in ozone resistance. The darker color
of these balloons, however, increased the absorption of infra-
red radiation with a consequent loss in altitude.

Flights with balloons having very low infra-red absorption were
consistent but no better in altitude attained than standard
balloons.

Phage 6: Prediction of Balloon Performance

Par: A: Determination of Burst Altitude from Residual
Elongation

A system of nomograms was developed for predicting balloon
flight performance using the residual elongation at a
given temperature as the basis.,

Part B; Determination of Dimensions of Fast-Rising Balloons

A theoretical study of the dimensions of fast-rise balloons
was carried out. Using the performance of a standard bal-
loon as a basis, it was shown that accurate prediction of
the performance of fast-rise balloons could be made.

Part C: Determination of Physical Properties of Constant-
Level Balloon Films

A theoretical determination was made of the physical charac-
teristics necessary to produce a balloon capable of reaching
and maintaining a constant altitude.

Part D; Analysis of Stress in Sounding Balloons

An analysis of the stress in sounding balloons showed that,
assuming the balloon to be perfectly spherical, the area of
maximum stress was adjacent to the neck. Because a balloon
is not truly spherical, the area of greatest stress moves
toward the center of the balloon,

A geries of photographic experiments was conducted to
observe exactly where a balloon breaks on inflation, and
these experiments and the photographic equipment are described.

Part E: Effect of the Modulug-Elongation Characteristics on
the Shape of Inflating Balloons

The relationship between the slope of the modulus-elongation
curve and the shape of an inflating balloon was demonstrated,
Flights made with uncured balloons confirmed the effect of
the shape of the balloon on ascensional rate,

-9 -



ABSTRACT (continued)
TASK C; STUDY OF BALLOON CONFIGURATION

Phage 1: and Co £ Equipment

Four prototype dipping forms were designed and fabricated with a
view to producing a gel which would inflate to form a tear-drop
shaped balloon. Considerable difficulties were encountered in
producing such a gel. '

Phagse 2; Construction of One-Piece Balloong for Flight Teetiggv"

Flights were conducted with balloons having a 2/1 length/diameter -
ratio, and it was demonstrated that this type of balloon had a '
greater ascensional rate than a similar spherical balloon,.
particularly at relatively low free lift.

Phase 3: Construction of Balloons having Mechanical Attachments
to Improve Rate of Ascent

Flights were also conducted with 2/1 length/diameter ratio balloons
to which a tubular tail was attached. No improvement in ascen-
sional rate was obtained, and further flights with spherical bal- -
loon assemblies with tails having about the same weight as the
tubular balloons showed higher rates of ascent,

A geries of flights was conducted with spherical balloons made
in varying wall thicknesses and from various compounds which had
substantially different modulus characteristics. Tails were
attached to these balloons in the normal manner.

The flights were carefully analyzed, the ascensional rate being
determined over 10,000-foot intervals. As a result of this
analysis, it was possible to determine with considerable con-
fidence the physical characteristics required for ~ssemblies

of this type.

Phase 4: Construction of Balloons having Selective Compound

Modulation

Efforts were made to induce a streamlined shape in a spherical
balloon by partial post plasticizing to reduce the modulus,
It was shown that the desired shape could be obtained but only
at a considerable sacrifice of bursting volume.

- 10 -



PUBLICATIONS, LECTURES, REPORTS, AND CONFERENCES

No publications, lectures, or reports resulted from this study during
the period covered by this report.

CONFERENCES ;
May 10, 1960, at Evans Signa1~Laboratories, Belmar, New Jersey.

Present were: Mr., R. Levitun- ’ Air Force Research
~ .+ Mr., L. P, Panak USAERDL " °
. Mr, M, Sharenow - USAERDL -
- Mr., G. C, Guard Kaysam Corporation
-Mr."J. Kantor = Kaysam Corporation
"M, E. Nelson R Kaysam Corporation.

-Among other subjecta not connected w1th this contract, the film
study was discussed briefly, The general approach as given in.
the technical proposal was- approved. by. USAERDL.- It was agreed to
call a preliminary conference with Dr. London and Dr. Newstein,
consultants from New York University, to be followed .by a broader
conference at which USAERDL representatlves would be present.

* LA

May 18, 1960, at Kaysam Corporatlon of Amerlca,
27 Kentucky Avenue, Paterson, New Jersey.q

Present were: Dr. Julius London New York University
o Dr. H. Newstein ' New York University
~ Mr., L. P, Panak USAERDL
Mr. M. Sharenow - USAERDL
Mr. G, C. Guard : Kaysam Corporation
Mr, J. Kantor o Kaysam Corporation
_Mr, E, Nelson - Kaysam Corporation

The purpose of th1s meetlng was. to brief Dr. London and Dr.
. Newstein on some of the problems of high-altitude meteorological
-balloon fllghts.‘

.The geheral bahavior of meteorologlcal balloons during flight was
described, and the fundamental problem of extending the film at
low temperatures was discussed. Mr, Sharenow reported on the use
of balloons filled with carbon dioxide and on the general work
which had been done on the temperatures inside and outside the
balloon,

Mz, Panak inquired as to the significance of the temperature in-
side the balloon, and it was pointed out that this affects the
temperature of the balloon film itself, Because of the extreme
thinness of the film, it is impossible to measure its actual

- 11 -
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PUBLICATIONS, LECTURES, REPORTS, AND CONFERENCES (continued)
CONFERENCES (continued)

temperature; by measuring temperatures on either side of the film,
the approximate temperature of the film may be determined. Dr.
Lgndon pointed out the 1mportance of heat conduction through the
£ lm. , ‘

-Mr. Kantor asked what the effect of. electromagnetic and electro-

" static forces would be. Dr. London stated that creation -of ‘
electromagnetic or electrostatic stress might be troublesome but
that any heating effect of ‘such . forces wbuld be minimal,

it was - suggested by Mr Sharenow and generally agreed that the
study of the effect of infra-red radiation should come first.
This would be followed by a study of the effect of other types of
-radiation including ultra-v1olet and shortwave rsdiation.'

Dr.' London said that determination of the entire heat load outside
~ and inside the balloon is essential; and in order to determine
.this, the absorption spectrum chsracteristics of the £ilm are re-
. quired, Mr, Nélson agreed to find out from Du Pont what informa-
. -tion regarding the absorption spectra of neoprene films is avail-
_able, If necessary, balloon films will be sent to a testing
laboratory in'order to obtain this information.

: Black balloons and radiation to and from such balloons were
discussed ’ .

The effect of ozone on neoprene films was also discussed. Dr.
Newstein advised that at altitudes approaching 150,000 feet the
‘balloon will be’ encountering atomic oxygen. No 1nformation regard-
ing the effect .of atomic oxygen of neoprene is available,

It was agreed that the’ main points to be 1nvest1gated are:
1, Effect of ozone and atomic Oxygen.

2, Effect of all types of radiatlon, in particular
- their effect on the balloon f11m temperature.“

3. Effect of pre-elongarlon.

Dr. London and Dr. Newstein agreed to make a preliminary study of
the general problem and to present an outline of their proposed
method of attack early in June. Kaysam Corporation will perform
or have performed the laboratory testing which this program will
require, and Dr. London and Dr, Newstein will resume their phase
of the study in September.

- 12 -



PUBLICATIONS, LECTURES, REPORTS, AND CONFERENCES (continued)
CONFERENCES (continued)

January 26, 1961, at Kaysam Corporation of America
27 Kentucky Avenue, Paterson, New Jersey.

Present were: Mr, R, Leviton Air Force Research
Mr. M. Sharenow USAERDL
Dr. J. London New York University
© Dr. H, Newstein New York University
. Mr., G. C. Guard Kaysam Corporation
- Mr,. J, Kantor Kaysam Corporation
- Mr, E, Nelson , Kaysam Corporation

Dr. London reported on the results of the 1nfra-red studies con-
. ducted by Dr, Newstein and himself. At night, the radiation
- upwards is greater from the earth than it is from the clouds., It
was also stated that the balloon is always losing more radiation
than it receives.

It was assumed that the balloon is in thermal equilibrium
throughout and that the film and gas are at the same temperature.
The validity of this assumption was questioned in day-time flights,
although the assumption may be-correct at night°

Dr. London said it would be helpful to know the thermal conduc-
t1v1ty of a neoprene balloon film. Mr., Nelson agreed to obtain
this information. Mr. Sharenow also agreed to endeavor to deter-
mine the surface thermal conductivity by attaching bead thermistors
to the balloon film. Initially, this will be done with a piece of
film; and if this is successful, attempts will be made to obtain
the same lnformatlon on a balloon inflated wmth hydrogen,

Mr. Sharenow asked if the effect of using some carbon dioxide in
the balloon had been studied. Dr. London said that although this
might be of value in the daytlme, it would be a disadvantage at
night.’ : . Co

Dr. Newstein showed the lnfra-red absorptlon spectra for standard
neoprene balloon f£ilm., It was agreed that Kaysam would supply Dr.
Newstein with samples of black balloon film, and also of white
£ilm which is presently being evaluated by Kaysam, for infra-red
absorption spectrum analysis.

The effect of ultra-violet radiation was discussed. Little, if
any, information is available on the action of ultra-violet radia-
tion on neoprene. It was sugiested that experiments be set up
using a secondary chamber inside the cold box. This chamber would
be filled with Argon since ultra-violet radiation creates ozone if
oxygen is present., This would interfere with the evaluation of the
effect of ultra-violet radiation and must be excluded by the use of
an inert atmosphere.
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PUBLICATIONS, LECTURES, REPORTS, AND CONFERENCES (continued)
CONFERENCES (continued)

Dr. Newstein presented and explained the use of the altitude pre-
diction curves which he had prepared. These uase residual elonga-
tion as a means of determining where any given balloon will break
assuming the ambient temperature is known or can be assumed.

Dr. Newstein also suggected an improved means of determini
physical characteristics at low temperatures, using automatic
recorders. This will be investigated.

Mr. Neison reviewed the progress made during the last quarter and

outlined the program for the next quarter in order to bring Mr.
Leviton up to date on the status of the contract.

* * *

January 24, 1962, at the Henry Hudson Hotel, New York, New York.

Present were: Mr. R. Leviton Air Force Research
Mr. M, Sharenow USAERDL
Dr. H, Newstein New York University
Mr. G. C, Guard Kaysam Corporation
Mr. J, Kantor Kaysam Corporation
Mr. E, Nelson Kaysam Corporation

The main purpose of this meeting was to discuss the most recent
developments arising from Contract No. DA-36-039-SC-84925,

Mr. Nelson gave a brief resume' of the achievements of the past
three months. The Seventh Quarterly Report contains all the
information given at this meeting in full detail.

A discussion of the results of fast-rise balloon flights followed.
It was pointed out that the rate of ascent of streamlined, fast-
rise balloons generally increases until altitudes of approximately
40,000 feet have been reached. The balloon then ascends at a
fairly constant speed for about 30,000 feet and finally decel-
arates more or less sharply during the latter stages of the
flight. This deceleration frequently results in the average rate
falling below 1700 feet per minute.

Various reasons for this deceleration were put forward by Messrs.
Sharenow, Kantor; and Nelson. These included distortion of the
balloon during the daytime resulting from variations in modulus
throughout the balloon due to uneven heating by solar radiation;
distortion due to the increase in effective thickness of the

lower part of the balloon as the tail section is drawn up around
the expanding upper balloon; loss of effective streamlined shape
as the tail section is drawn up around the expanding upper bal-
loon; and loss of effective lifting force due to increases in the
internal pressure as the balloon expands and the modulus increases.

- 14 -



PUBLICATIONS, LECTURES, REPORTS, AND CONFERENCES (continued)
CONFERENCES (continued)

It was agreed that all the above avenues should be explored in
order to determine the true reason for the loss in ascensional
rate at higher altitudes.

Dr. Newstein showed some photographs of balloons at the point

of bursting. The limited number of photographs taken to date
indicate that the burst generally occurs at the equator of the
balloon., So far, 30-gram balloons inflated with helium have
been photographed, and it is proposed to extend this program to
larger balloons which will be inflated with helium to the appro-
priate free lift and then with air until the bursting point is
reached,

Flights of ML-537 balloons were also discussed. These were un~
satisfactory in the Tropical Zone but extremely satisfactory in
the Temperate Zone, Standardization on this balloon by the Air
Force may be anticipated.

The deficiencies of the low-temperature cabinet in the posses-
sion of Kaysam Corporation were discussed. Mr, Leviton mentioned
two low-temperature cabinets, one or both of which might shortly
become available., He agreed to investigate the situation and
advise us.,

* * *

May 8, 1962, at the Du Pont Laboratories, Wilmington, Delaware.

Present were: Mr, D, Thompson Du Pont Laboratories
Mr, J. Fitch Du Pont Laboratories
Mr, D. Gorman Du Pont Laboratories
Mr, E. Nelson Kaysam Corporation

The major purpose of this visit to the Customer Service Labor-
atories of E, I. du Pont de Nemour was to resolve the impasse
concerning Neoprene 673 and to determine whether any additional
types of neoprene were available for evaluation,

Messrs. Thompson and Fitch advised that two or three new experi-
mental polymers had either just been or were about to be passed
on for final evaluation., Pending the results of these tests, the
samples would be made available to us shortly.

The problem of forwarding an intermediate quantity of Neoprene
673 is due to the fact that this polymer is made for only one
customer in Europe. This customer has agreed to take a produ:z-
tion run which amounts to approximately 4000 gallons, and inves-
tigation of the situatior. revealed that no further order could
be anticipated until next fall,
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PUBLICAT IONS, LECTURES, REPORTS, AND CONFERENCES (continued)

CONFERENCES (continued)

In the meantime, Du Pont could make up tc about 10 gallons using
laboratory equipment. This is unsatisfactory for two reasons.
Firstly, laboratory-produced samples are not necessarily repre-
sentative of production material; and secondly, .this.is not
sufficient to make sounding: balloons for flight test1ng. .

The problem was finally taken to Mr. R, Griffln, ‘and he advised
that a drum of Neoprene 673 had been located in Louisville. This
is old material, probably over one ‘year old.. Du Pont was willing
to give us this drum at no charge on-the basis that, if the
results obtained were bad, it would mnot necessarily condemn this
type of polymer. : . S .

Agreement was reached on thls basls.‘ However, a few days after
this visit, we were advised.that .Du Pont had .re-purchased five -
drums of the latex from their tustomer. This is from their last
production run and is fully representative. ~ Purchase - .of these -
five drums has now been authorlzed : : R :

May 21, 1962, at Kaysam Corporatlon of Amerlca :
27 Kentucky Avenue, - Paterson, New Jersey

Present were: Mr, R, Lev1ton T Air’ Force Research
Mr. J. LeBedda " -~  USAERDL
Mr. M, Sharenow:. ' - USAERDL . '
Mr, G, C, Guard - -~ ' . Kaysam Corporatlon
Mr, J.Kantor L Kaysam Corporation
Mr. E, Nelson o .Kaysam Corporatzon

Mr,., Nelson gave a detalled resume' of the work conducted durlng
the past four months. -The results of a visit to Du Pont in =
Wilmington, Delaware, were reported. As a result of this visit,
five drums of Neoprene 673, which ‘has good. elongation coupled
with high tensile strength and modulus, are being made available
to Kaysam. This latex 1s in very limited production, and obtain-
ing a sufficient quantity.to make soundlng balloons had been
presenting a problem.

Means of formulating neoprene compounds to give room-temperature
cures were described, and this was indicated as a profitable line
of investigation.

Reference was made to the Hycar sample which was received and
which gave films of extremely high (10,000 psi) tensile strength.
It was agreed that this material should be investigatec further.
The fact that its most probable use would be in constaut-level
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PUBLICATIONS, LECTURES, REPORTS, AND CONFERENCES (continued)
CONFERENCES (continued)

balloons, renders it of limited interest since there is no
1mmediate requirement for this type of balloon..

- It was agreed that natural latex should be re- evaluated at thls
time, - No work has been conducted on this elastomer for at least
ten years, insofar as meteorological balloons are concerned, °
‘During this time there have been congiderable advances in.rubber

. compoundlng, partlcularly in protection against ozorne attack,. one

" of the major causes for the poorer performance of natural latex
balloons. A

There was some®di scussion of the effect of pre elongation and of
‘how the behavior of pre- elongated balloon films can explain -cer- :
tain flight anamolies. It is acknowledged- that if this phenoménon .
were used to advantage, the bursting altitude of large balloons
should be substantially anreased It was agreed that the Signal
Corps will perform tests in connection with pre-elongation with
a view toward obtalnlng hlgher altitudes, faster rates of ascent,
and overcomlng freezing in the troposphere.

"Mr Sharenow suggested 1nvest1gatlon of the use of a chem1ca1
heat generator placed in the neck of the balloon to heat the gas
as the balloon passes through the m1n1mum-temperature ‘zone,

No work is being planned on the effect of ozone‘and radiation on
balloon films other than in the uSe of natural latex balloans.

. . It was agreed that additional photographlc analysls of burstlng
. balloons should be conducted in conjunction with Dr. Newstein. -
- It'was also acknowledged that further investigation was desirable
- on the relationship between' the modulus- -elongation curve, the.
) .shape of an expandlng balloon, and the altitude and ascensional
.  .rate, ‘

Mr, Leviton’ stressed the necessity of developlng compounds su1t-

able for use -in the Arc¢tic and Tropical Zones. A limited number

of flights in both areas indicate that compounds suitable for .

the manufacture of 100,000-foot balloons which will perform under
-these str1ngent condltlons wlll shortly be avallable° :
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EACTUAL DATA

TASK A: STUDY OF BALLOON FILMS AND THEIR EFFECT ON BALLOON FLIGHT
PERFORMANCE

Phase 1: Studz of the Literature

The current literature, particularly that concerning newly developed,
raw materials,was continuously studied throughout these contracts.

" . Among the 1etters to the editor in Volume II, Issue No. 6, of the
- Journal of Applied Polymer Science is one from J. R. Dunn and S. G.
‘Fogg of -the British Rubber "rfoducers Research Association which
;1-descr1bes Tinuvin ‘P'. 'This product of the Gelgy Chemical .Corpora~
-tion is said to be most effective in preventlng degradation of ‘
- . ‘natural rubber compounds" by ultga-v1olet light. A sample of the
S material was obtained. ! ,

,.A sample of Mobilsol 'L' a product of the Mobil 0il Cwmpany,

- -which is claimed to be an excellent low-temperature plasticizer,
. 'was also received as a result of such study. - This is a hydro-
.- carbon type and is representative of a class of plasticizers not

- shltherto evaluated .

/it was’ also learned that a material which is apparently 1dentica1
"to N,B.C. and is sold by W, T. Henley under. the tradename of B.T.N,
“is now available. It was considered worthwhile to .obtain a sample
,of this materlal and to compare it with N.B.C. from Du Pont,

'.A bulletln 1ssued by E. I. du Pont de Nemours suggested the use of
, ;Thiocarbanllide and Diphenyl Guanidine in neoprene latex compounds
".to provide low-temperature and even room-temperature cures, The

results of the 1nvest1gation resulting from. thls work are reported

o flin.Task A, Phase 2, Part D.
" Phase 2: Studv of Ray Materiels

Part A-: Ng prene Polygg rs

‘The posslbllities of obtaining new neoprene polymers were .
discussed with members of the Du Pont organlzation at a_
meeting in Wilmington, Delaware,

1t was p01nted out that there are no neoprene polymers
specifically designed to have the unique qualities required
for meteorological balloons. The necessary properties were
described to the Du Pont personnel, and it was suggested that
polymers could have been developed for general use and dis-
carded which might have very desirable properties for
meteorological balloon films.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

Du Pont agreed to re-evaluate existing polymers on this basis,
as well as develop new ones. During the course of this study
they submitted samples of six new experimental polymers and
four polymers which are or have been commercially available.

The cix experimental polymers were identified as ECD-300,
’ECD-307, ECD-314, ECD-416, ECD-417, and ECD-418. According
- to information supplied by the manufacturer, ECD-300 has good
resistance to crystallization and excellent ozone resistance,
and ECD-307 has poor resistance to crystallization and good
ozone resistance. ECD-31l4 was reported to have unusually
“high elongation., ECD-416 was described as a rapidly crystal-
lizing polymer, ECD-417 as having extremely high elongation
"and good tensile strength, and ECD-418 as also having high
elongation when cured with zinc oxide at 70°C.

. Accordingly, six compounds were prepared, the formulations for
" which are given in Table 1. Plates were dipped from them
according to standard procedure and cured for 60, 90, and
120 minutes at 240°F, 260°F, and 280°F, with the exception of
- compound ' A2a-21 which was cured for 45 and 90 minutes at
.. 160°F, Physical properties were determined at room tempera-
. ture and at -40°C., The results of these tests are given in
‘Tables 2 and 3.

A study of these results shows that polymers ECD-300 and
- ECD-307 show unusually high room-temperature elongation.

. This is, however, in both cases coupled with a low room-
" temperature modulus which would render balloons made from
these compounds very fragile and difficult to handle at
launching. -

- Polymer ECD-300 shows good elongation at -40°C until cured
at 280°F when it is virtually frozen if cured for more than
" . 60 minutes., It is only these cures which show acceptable
" room-temperature modulus, and it would appear therefore that
‘polymer ECD-300 is of no interest.

Polymer ECD-307 shows unusually high elongation at -40°C,
This, coupled with its high room-temperature elongation,
renders it promising for high-altitude balloon compounds;
but, unfortunately, its room-temperature modulus is even
lower than that of ECD-300,

Compound A2a-12 substantiates the manufacturer's claim of
high room-temperature elongation for ECD-31l4, but the modulus
is even lower than that of ECD-300 and ECD-307. In additionm,
the elongation at -40°C is no higher than that of standard
production neoprcne polymers and does not follow the room-
temperature elongation pattern.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK_A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

TABLE 1
LATIONS OF POUND AIN ERIMENTAL POL
Formulation No. A22-10 A2a-11 A2a-12 A2a-19 A2a-20 A2a-21
Neoprene ECD-300 100,0 - - - - -
Neoprene ECD-307 - 100.0 - - - -
Neoprene ECD-314 - - 100.0 - - -
Neoprene ECD-416 - - - 100,0 - -
Neoprene ECD=417 - - - - 100.0 -
Neoprene ECD-418 - - - - - 100,0
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 » 5.0
Neozone 'D* 2.0 2,0 2.0 2.0 2,0 2.0
N.B.C, 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3,0
Accelerator 833 1.0 1,0 1.0 - - -
Merac - - - 1.0 1.0 1,0
Sunaptic Acid 1,0 1,0 1,0 1,0 1,0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0,5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate 10.0 10.0 10,0 6,25 6,25 6.25
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TABLE 2

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF OOMPOUNDS A2a-10, A2a-11, A2a-12, A2a-19, A2a-20 AND A2a-21
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE

Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Blongation Tear
Compound | Time | Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break |Strength
No. (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) %) (1bs/in)
A22-10 60 240 70 85 150 1385 1385 50
90 240 85 95 150 1550 1340 55
120 240 80 90 140 1605 1390 53
60 260 80 90 135 1685 1400 56
90 260 80 90 120 1715 1405 47
120 260 100 115 160 1900 1235 87
60 280 90 115 145 1980 1300 67
90 280 120 155 235 2445 1105 82
120 280 140 155 300 2465 1010 96
A2a-11 60 240 75 &5 115 1245 1355 45
90 240 80 95 125 1340 1305 47
120 240 80 90 120 1390 1425 50
60 260 80 90 125 1340 1390 52
90 260 85 95 ils 1475 1390 46
120 260 85 95 110 1595 1420 51
60 280 85 90 110 1350 1335 50
90 280 90 125 150 1860 1195 55
120 280 100 135 170 1880 1095 58
A2a-12 60 240 55 60 75 720 1665 29
90 240 50 55 70 840 1765 28
120 240 55 60 80 800 1680 31
60 260 55 65 80 1020 1695 34
90 260 65 75 90 1150 1680 36
120 260 70 75 95 1160 1585 37
60 280 75 85 105 1495 1410 26
90 280 65 80 95 1350 1425 42
120 280 85 105 145 1810 1270 53
A2a-19 60 240 510 1350 2060 2140 620 -
90 240 530 1270 - 2000 570 -
120 240 520 1220 - 2070 590 -
60 260 470 1340 2200 2270 600 -
90 260 480 1270 2300 2350 630 -
120 260 630 1450 - 2240 520 -
60 280 530 1320 - 2060 570 -
90 280 590 1310 2370 2580 680 -
120 280 610 1340 - 2200 590 -
A2a-20 60 240 90 140 280 1870 1050
90 240 95 145 280 1950 1080
120 240 95 160 320 2070 1110 -
60 260 105 150 290 1660 1040 -
90 260 95 150 290 1400 1000 -
120 260 105 165 380 2110 1100 -
60 280 110 160 310 2270 1160 -
90 280 90 130 270 1400 980 -
120 280 110 165 320 1890 1010 -
A2a-21 45 160 80 105 175 1760 1330 -
90 160 70 100 200 2240 1360 -




IABLE 3
A28-10, A2a-11, A2a-12, A28-19, A2a-2 A2a-21
AT -4

IESTED AT -40°C
Cure Cure Modulus Modulus Modulus Tensile Elongation
Compound Time Temp, at 200% at 400% at 600% Strength at Break
No, . (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
A2a-10 1915 4165 4840 620
- ' 2145 | 4445 - 5420 640
2160 .| - - 4205 : 580
..2260 . .| .4595 - 4760 - -~ 610
72070 . L 3750 580
. 2685 | < 4375 550
2575 .. | 5390 | 5675 - ° 610%*
R S 2755 . 140%
e e L. 3135 40%
171035 | .. 4220 ." 800
1630 |- 4275 | . 750 :
.- 1.:71505 . 73295 w700
- 1655, 5030 ¢ 770
S.|-130s | 3140 - [ 710
1 71265 - 3705 - |, 7300
.71490 T3565 .| - 710 .,
2015 . | . 3965 v 700
2420 < |: 4275 . | % 700
1275 .| U= { - 3415 - . -580
1330 | 3140 - 3215 | 610
1300 | - <., . 2925 . 580
1520 | ,.3915-. .| . 4730 - |..  ".660 .
1590 03465 | 74915 - | . 670
1595 7 [: 3375 " | 3965 " 1" 620
2475 -~ | 4135 "580..
. 2070.7. |. 4190. . 4620 "~ [- 620
1940 [ - - [ 3420 . 570
{- 3475 .} - 3750 0 | © 440%
©.3885 | . - <. [ 4955 - | 460%
T 4665 |- - .| 5575 - 500+
- 3245 o= 7 3245 400*
o e . 2855 © 380* .
e - 7 3010 [, 380%
2210 | | - - 2210 400%
¢ . '2950- | - - | 2950 400*
120 280 2220 : - - 3110 . 380%
A2a-20 60 240 2170 2760 - 3620 ' 520%
90 240 - - - Frozen |-
120 240 - - - Frozen -
60 260 - - - Frozen -
90 260 1510 2040 - 2040 400%
120 260 1730 1925 3525 4105 640%
60 280 1785 2145 - 4345 540%*
90 280 2565 2565 - 5000 580%
120 280 2320 2320 - 3515 520*
A2a-21 45 160 1980 1980 3905 4010 620**
90 160 1890 1890 - 3870 580%*

* cold flow *% gevere cold flow



FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

Neoprene ECD-416 has very low room-temperature elongations

at all cures coupled with very high modulus. It is evidently
a very crystalline type, and the results obtained are similar
to those obtained. with Neoprene 400, As might be expected,
the elongation at -40°C is also very low, and there is
considerable cold flow at all cures.

Compounds made from ECD 416 appear to be very unstable, the
pH dropping rapidly on standing ‘80 that coagulation occurs
in less than one week,. 5 L

Neoprene ECD-417 shows good elongatlon at room-temperature

but is 1n no way superior to existing commercially available
latices. “The low-temperature elongatlons are somewhat lower
than mlght be expected, and there is substantially more cold
flow than the room-temperature physlcals 1nd1cate,'

Neoprene ECD-418 shows extremely hlgh room-temperature elon-"“

- gations and has the added advantage of curing. at very Tow - ©
temperatures. - The tensile .strength- is’ satisfaetory,,although
the modulus’ ls a llttle lower than 1s deslrdble. ‘

v e &

When ECD- 418 was tested at" -L0°C, both cures showed severe
cold flow although the ultimate elongatlon was fairly . good
It would seem that by’ lncreasing the plast101zer content. and
using Mistron Vapor to raise the modulus that it mlght be "
possible to obtaln fllms with . interestlng propertles £rom
this polymer. . o _ SO

It would appear from the above results that the room- .
temperature elongation of ECD-314 is high' enough .to permit.
compoundlng for- hlgher modulus while still retaining un-- :
usually high- elongatlon. Accordingly, a compound was pre--
pared which inclided 20 parts of Neoprene 400 -in an effort.
to increase the- room-temperature modulus. The formulation
of thls compound, 1dentif1ed A2a-l3, is glven below.

. Compound A2aul3

. Neoprene ECD-314 Lo 80,0"
~Neoprene 400 - o o200
Zine Oxide . - ' : .5,
Neozone*'DJ 2,
N.B.C. o . 3.
Accelerator 833 . A
Sunaptic Acid 1,
Aquarex SMO 0.
Dibutyl Sebacate 10.

CULOOO0OOO
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure and cured
for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 2u40°F, 260°F, and 280°F,
Physical propertles were determined at room temperature and
at -40°C and the results of these tests are given in Table 4,

A study of these resuits shows that the objective of increas-
ing the modulus to practical levels has been achieved. .How--
ever, the room-temperature elongation has now been reduced

to a level only sllghtly above that of standard productien -
compounds. ' In addltlon, the low-temperature elongation has
also been sllghtly impaired .

An addltlonal compound was, therefore prepared in which the
plasticizer content was raised to 15 parts: in order to” improve
the low-temperature elongation.. This compound. was designated
A2a 14, and its formulation 1s as follows

Compound A2a-lu

Neoprene ECD-314 80.0
Neoprene . 400 20,0
Zinc Oxide - .. 9.0
Neozone 'D' - 2.0
. N.B.C. : 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0,
Sunaptic Acid 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate ‘15.0

[T

Plates were dipped accordlng to standard procedure and curedf
-~ for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 240°F, 260°F, and 280°F. o
Aﬁ‘Physlcal properties -were determined at room temperature and =
~gt -hO;C, and the results of these tests are given in
able

A study of these results shows that the elongatlon at -40°C-
has been increased as desired, but this 1ncrease has been
achieved at the cost of a further reduction in room- .
temperature elongation and a slight reduction in modulus. o

Further increase in plasticlzer content will, unquestionably,

. result in further reduction in room-temperature elongation
and modulus accompanied by a small increase in elongation at
-40°C, However, the physical characteristics of this com-
pound are now very similar to those of standard production
compounds; and there would, apparently, be no advantage
associated with Neoprene ECD-314,
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FACTUAL DATA (conrTINUED)
TASK A Puase 2 Panr A (conTINUED)

TABLE L
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND A2a-13
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE AND AT -40°C

Test, | Cure | Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation Tear

Temp, | Time | Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break Strength
(*°C) | (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
+20 60 240 75 100 170 1210 1280 44
+20 90 240 70 100 170 1210 1295 48
+20 120 240 70 95 160 1215 1325 50
+20 60 260 110 160 295 1655 1145 6.
+20 90 260 110 160 320 1795 1140 64
+20 120 260 110 170 320 1995 1160 70
+20 60 280 130 205 445 2135 1100 90
+20 90 280 110 185 . 405 2045 1080 94
+20 120 280 95 185 375 2080 1115 88
-40 60 240 780 2220 4465 4465 600 -
-40 90 240 750 2050 - 3350 - 570 -
-40 120 240 815 2055 - 3445 570 -
-40 60 260 1060 2675 - 4795 580 -
-40 90 260 995 2680 - 4720 590 -
-40 120 260 1175 2870 - 5060 580 -
-40 60 280 1395 3025 5670 5610 600 -
~-40 90 280 1250 2925 5520 5730 610 -
-40 120 280 1365 2815 5655 6025 630 -

-
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FACTUAL DATA (cownTINUED)

TASK A Prasg 2 Parr 4 (conrTTNUED)

TABLE %

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND A2a-14

TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE AND AT -40°C
Test Cure | Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Blongation Tear
Temp, | Time | Temp, at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break Strength
(°C) | (mins)| (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
+20 60 240 85 145 285 1315 1085 53
+20 90 240 90 145 280 930 965 51
+20 120 240 90 150 280 1330 1105 63
420 60 260 90 145 275 1245 1065 58
+20 90 260 95 155 285 1345 1090 51
+20 120 260 90 150 290 15¢0 1090 62
+20 60 280 110 165 330 1615 1085 74
+20 90 280 115 170 365 1740 1065 71
+20 120 280 115 185 375 2030 1070 75
-40 60 240 470 1325 3265 3700 630 -
-40 90 240 435 1200 3005 4450 680 -
-40 120 240 565 1275 3125 4600 650 -
-40 60 260 650 1405 3750 4585 650 -
-40 90 260 665 1445 3900 4950 670 -
-40 120 260 585 1480 3725 5095 700 -
-40 60 280 845 2065 4495 4875 620 -
-40 90 280 800 1820 4490 5245 650 -
-40 120 280 1015 2355 4730 4730 600 -




Al ATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

The manufacturer also claimed that ECD-314 posessed superior
ozone resistance. The ozone resistance of compound A2a-13
was, therefore, compared with that of the same compound
based on Neoprene 750 and Neoprene 571 (compound A3-105),

Samples cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 240°F and 280°F
were evaluated at 200% and 600% elongation in an ozone con-
centration of 80 parts per million. The results of thesge
tests are given in Table 6.

A gtudy of these results shows that at all cures and elonga--
tions tested, Neoprene ECD-314 is much superior in ozone
resistance to Neoprene 750. This is the case whether the
time to rupture or time to initial cracking is taken as the
standard of evaluation.

Therefore, there is some justification for continuing the
evaluation of Neoprene ECD-314 in balloons although the
physical attributed of elongation, modulus, and tensile
strength show no noteworthy superiority to standard neoprene
polymers.

It has previously been established that Neoprene 735, which
has good low-temperature properties and excellent gel exten-
sion characteristics, has much too low a room-temperature -
mcAulus for making meteorological balloons., However, it was
thought that by blending this latex with Neoprene 400 this
condition could be corrected; and two compounds were
designed, the formulations for which are given in Table 7.

Plates were dipped from these compounds accordlng to etandard
procedure and cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 240°F
260°F, and 280°F, Physical propertles were determined at
roog-gimperature, and the results of these tests are glven
in Table 8.

A study of these results shows that combinations of Neoprene
400 and Neoprene 735 result in compounds with physical -
properties generally unsuitable for meteorological balloons.
Elongations are low for compound A2a-30, and the tensile
strength of A2a-31 is very low at all except the 90-minute
and 120-minute at 280°F cures. The elongations of A2a-31
are also low,

There appeared to be little to be gained by determining low-

temperature characteristics of either of these compounds,
and no further work was done.
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FACTUAL DATA (conrinvuep)
TASK A Prasg 2 Part A (conTINnUED)

_ TABLE 6
OZONE RESISTANCE OF NEOPRENE ECD-314

R T Time to | Tine to | Time to| o
. +f ... | Cure.| Cure | Elonga-| Slight | Medium | Heavy | Time to| ° ‘
.| Compound.| - Time' | Temp, |. tion Attack | Attack |-Attack | Rupture | Condition at

No, | (ming) |-(*FY | - (%) | (mins) | (mins) | (mins) | (mins) | 240 minutes

RE| AZ;-J.3 . '.60 240 o 200 T A B o= - o no attack
CS 90T 240 p 2000 L - = |72 | = .| no attack
{1200y |- %0 o). 195 Ft235 0] 0 7| .- | test ended

35 es | es.
1 740 |7 zes | 120 .
1407 60

| A3-105.f S60 ¢ | 2404 f i 200
12070 (5,240 200 7| et

| Azecass [ Ue0 Y240, |ims0ow| L o105. | L - % .- | test  ended
o 790 . T 240 ) U600 175 . 185 195° | "200 . | - . ‘
~ 120 ~ | 240 | = 600::| 195 - - |75 |itest ended -

T

"‘3566044,,5 . 25 . . N . - - . 30 j'
600 25 |- e 307
600 | 25, 40| .60..| 70

< |LA3105 | 60 |
120

| A2ac13 | 60 7 “280 | | 200" P LI P PLENE R VL 1707
T ee0 (280 | - 200 507 4 130 - 155 | 210
.| 120 | - 280 200 "1 . 5070 75% [ .95 | 140

FETRE TR R RN L L e

A3-105 | .60 | ‘280 | 200 | s0- | 70..70 80 [ 110
: % | 280 | 200 | . 25 | .3 35 [. 40
120 | 280 | 200 | - 25 35 45. 55

 A2e-13 | 60 | 280 | 600 165 | 210 | 225 | ..240 o . -
| ‘s0. | 280 | 600 165 | 235 | - "< |[test ‘ended
120 | 280 | 600 130 w60 | 165 | 170 | -

A3-105 | - 60 | 280 60 | 60| 75 | 85 90
90 280 | 600 30 35
120 | 280 600 35

- WA



DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

" FORMULATIONS OF COMPOUNDS CONTAINING NEOPRENE 735 AND . -

A e T
n Noo =

o

. Neozone 'D' -

.u.B;"c._;_;.f*n:_‘f‘”"' 3o 1 30 7._ .

' Accelerator 833 [ 10 - | . 1o

. ‘Sunapttc Acid - - | w0, | 7 1o

Butyl Oleate 10.0 10.0
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FACTUAL DATA (cowriwvsn)
T4SF A Puysg 2 Panz 4 (cowrzwven)

j.ri,. : -+ -| Cure | Cure.| Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Blongation Tear
. | Compound | Time | Temp. | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break | Strength
© .No.. ' |(mins)| (°B) | (psi) (psi) | (psi) | (psi) | (%) _ | (1bs/in)

A2a-30 | 60 240 200 440 930 | 1175 .| . e8s 96

90 | 240 | 210 450 970 -} - 1135 | 675 8s

120 | 240 205 435 | 860 | 1050 . 670 95

60 |.200 | 220 4% | 1085 | i1s30 ‘| 740 102
90 260 220 490 - |. 1080 | 1600 . 745 100

120 | 260 | 235 510 1085 1745 755 98

60 280 | 235 . | so0s 1105 | 1510 710 108

90 | 280 280 | s%0 | 1315 2095 - 785 108

120 | 280 | 245 | 555 | 1220 - | 1960 775 119

A20-31 | 60 | 240 | 90 | 185 350 430 | - 095 4
: 9 |. 240 105 | 208 400 | 535 770 3T

120 | 240 115 | 185 365 530 7558 St

6. | 260 | 110 ‘| 235 475’ 810 810 50

9% | 260 110 205 | . 440 780 820 52

1120 260 | 125 { 200 430 765. 795 50

60 | 280 [. 125 200 460 850 810 s5

90 280 | 135 270 620 1385 ss- | 715

120 | 280 130 250 | 585 1375 860; 7

i s X T



PACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

Samples of three other polymers which have not been evaluated
previously were received from Du Pont. These were identified
as Neoprene 572, Neoprene 673, and Neoprene 450, Neoprene 572
and Neoprene 673 are types which were, at one time, offered
for same but were withdrawn because of lack of interest.
Neoprene 450 is the latest addition to the regular line of
neoprene latices.

Three compounds, identical in every respect except for the
polymer, were prepared; and these formulations are given in
Table 9.

Plates were dipped from these compounds according to standard
procedure and cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 240°F,
260°F, and 280°F, Physical properties were determined at
room temperature and at -40°C, and the results of these tests
are given in Tables 10 and 11.

A study of these tables shows that Neoprene 450 is of pos-
sible interest for use in meteorological balloons. At all
temperatures below 280°F, it has the characteristics of
chewing gum with extremely high elongation but very little
development of modulus or tensile strength. At 280°F, the
modulus is still low; and as the time is increased, there
is a very sharp drop in elongation. Elongations at -40°C
are poor at all cure temperatures, and the 280°F cures all
freeze or show a strong tendency to freeze.

Neoprene 572 has characteristics similar to Neoprene 571 at
both room temperature and at ~40°C., Since the commercially
available polymers have superior properties insofar as
meteorological balloon compounds are concerned, there is

no reason for conducting any further investigation of this
polymer.

Neoprene 673, however, has properties which render its
further evaluation desirable, It shows unusually high
tensile strength and modulus at room temperature, and these
are coupled with relatively high elongation until a curing
temperature of 280°F is reached.,

Although the low-~temperature elongation of Neoprene 673 is
somewhat low, the high room-temperature modulus and elonga-
tion would permit the use of greater quantities of plasti-
cizer with consequent improvement in low-temperature
elongation.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phagse 2, Part A (continued

TABLE 9
FORMULATIONS OF COMPOUNDS BASED ON VARIOUS NEOPRENE POLYMERS

Formulation No, A2a-15 A2a-16 A2a-17
Neoprene 572 100.0 - -
Neoprene 673 - 100.0 -
Neoprene 450 - - 100,0
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0 5.0
Neozone 'D’ 2.0 2.0 2.0
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1,0 1.0 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate 10,0 10.0 10.0
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)
[ ]
TABLE )
P OF NDS A2a-15, A2a-16; AND A2a-17 - -
AT ERATURE - T
Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Blongation
Compound Time Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break
No. (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) .| '(psi) | (psi) - |- (%)
A2a-15 30 240 125 185 .| 495 | 1505 " 828
60 240 © 120 265 | 830 ' 2050 . 745
90 240 125 250 . | . 825 . 1985 . 735
30 260 130 250 730 1605 7200
60 260 125 245 | 790" 1770° 718
90 260 135 "235. | 830" 1940 - | @ 720 °
30 280 |- -.140 - | 255 | - 810 ] 2730 - -|. . 790
60 280 150..- |- 270 [ 725 . 2440 |. 7 .790
90 280 180 - | 240 {0 790 | --2700 i|.. 790 -
120 280 | .° 130 .- 265 | 1160 3175 | 750 -
A2a-16 60 240 315 | . 580 | ‘14457 7| 4020 [1% 960
90 240 ‘305 640 .- |- 1435 3780 |+ 935
120 240 | . 310 |, 640 | 1540 | 3805 " [ - 910
60 260 275 . | - 605 : | .1305 .-.| ;3425 |" 945 .
90 260 275 | - 600 .- 1315 .| 34907 | 925"
120 260 |- 225 | 7375 | .865 .*|:12790 | -% 900, -
60 280 | 315 | -:745 | 1716257 | ;3035:-.|~.7.800 '
90 ' 280 310 670 - | 1500 | 3390 (i 8450 |7
120 280 165 400 . 895 |:172100: | - 835 ..
A2a-17 60 240 | Modulus and tensile ‘strength too small to read, .
90 240 " ) [ I " Tow ii' B IR
120 240 " " v " . on " ‘»
60 260 Modulus too small to read. 765 21300%-
90 260 " woomm e 625 »1500*
120 260 " " o m 800 »1600%*
60 280 155 185 215 1945 1010
90 280 130 155 185 1605 1045
120 280 160 185 220 1625 870

* BExtended beyond scale,




PACTUAY, DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

; _TABLE
T _PROP OF NDS A2a- A2a-16, AND A2a-17
' : - JESTED AT -40°C - - : '

oo . Cure. " Cure Modulus | Modulus - Modulus .| Tensile. Elongation
Compound | Time | Temp, { at 200% | at. 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break
No. | (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi)’ (psi)- | (psi) (%)
A2a-15 . 30 240 205 765 2725 2725 . 600
- 60 240 190 890 - co= [ 2910 .580

90 240 210 . 925" - . 3060 " 565
30 260 185 910 2880 - | . 3045 615
" 60 260 220 995 - .| .2985 . |. . 590,
90 260 .| 235 980 - |, - - 3140 . . - 545
30 280 '220 11065 . | - 3225 560
. 60 280 215 985 - 3115 -1
.90 280 - 240 1105 - © 3305 565
. 120 .| 280 ‘225 1160 - '3395 - 540
A2a-16 | .60 240 | . 675 2595 - ' 4815 . 580
S 90 | 240 810 - 2880 - 4980 . 565
120 . 240 825 . 2895 - 4325 .- 530
60 | 260 .| - 790 2765 . - 4105 540
90 260 915 2100 - 4360 570
120 260 885 2215. - 3590 . 555 .
. 60 280 1000 2000 - 3200 . 500
90 280 . 670 | 1970 - 3845 . 560
120 280 905 2590 - 3815 540
- A2a-17 60 - 240 795 2180° 3060 480
: 90" 240 815 2260 " 3350 500
120 240 910 2120 - 3215 480
60 260 .| - 825 2390 - 3265 500
90 . 260 88s. 2215 - 3960 460
120 260 3690 - - 3690 200
60 280 3815 - - 3815 200
90 280 - - - 4695 20
120 280 - - - 4510 0
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

It appeared possible that a combination of Neoprene 673 and
Neoprene 450 might also give desirable characteristics.
Accordingly, a compound based on 75 parts of Neoprene 673
and 25 parts of Neoprene 450, having the following formula-
tion and being designated A2a-18, was prepared:

Compound A2a-18

" Neoprene 673 S " 75.0
Neoprene 450 " 25,0
Zinc Oxide ' .+ 5
Neozone 'D' 2,
N.BQC'. ‘ 3-
Acceélerator 833 1.
Sunaptic Acid ' 1.
iuarex SMO , 0.

Dibutyl Sebacate -10.,0

Plates were dipped from this compound according to standard

procedure and cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 260°F

and 280°F. The cures at 2h0°F were omitted since it is
evident that Neoprene 450 does not cure at this temperature.

Physical properties of this compound were determined at’
room temperature and at -40°C, and the results of these
tests are given in Table 12, '

A gtudy of this table shows that the properties of these two
types of neoprene are not additive, indicating that the two
_types are not completely compatible.

As a result of combining the two types, the high tensile
strength of Neoprene 673 has been lost, and the high elon-
gation of Neoprene 450 has not been gained. In fact, the
elongation of the combination is less than that of Neoprene
673 alone and, of course, much less than that of Neoprene 450.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

TABLE 12

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND A2a-18

TESTED AT ROOM-TEMPERATURE AND -40°C.

Test Cure | - Cure M§dn1us Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation
Temp. Time Temp. | at 200% | at LOO® | at 600% | Strength at Break
(°C.) | (mins) | - (°F.) (pst) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
+20 60 260 105 735 30 2510 790
+20 ) 260 420 725 1340 2675 895
+20 120 260 - 370 640 1270 2210 785
+20 60 280 Los 695 1120 2770 775
+20 %0 280 385 500 1030 2235 795
+20 120 280 350 530 1090 2285 755
-ho 60 260 1520 2890 - L1100 480
-Lo 90 260 1700 3170 - L270 Llo
-ho 120 260 18%0 3075 -~ 320 Léo
-bo | 60 280 2215 3080 -~ ho1s- Lso
=40 90 280 2190 3210 — hi70 450
-0 | 120 | 280 2285 3365 - 38%0 L8o
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

It was considered of value to determine whether an increase
in modulus and tensile strength of Neoprene 450 could be
obtained by the use of Mistron Vapor without sacrificing
the elongation., The following compound, containing Mistron
Vapor and identified as A2a-22, was therefore prepared.

Compound A2a-22

Neoprene 450 100.0
Zinec Oxide 5.0
Neozone 'D' 2.0
N.B.c. 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate 6.25
Mistron Vapor 20,0

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure and cured
for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 240°F, 260°F, and 280°F,
Physical properties were determined at room temperature and
at -h0°g, and the results of these tests are recorded in
Table 13.

A study of these results shows that reinforcement of the
film has been achieved by the use of Mistron Vapor. The
cures at 260°F show fairly good modulus and tensile strength
at room temperature with extremely high elongations. There
is a very sharp drop in elongation accompanied by an equally
sharp rise in modulus and tensile strength at the 90-minute,
280°F cure. At -40°C, all cures were completely frozen.

The very high room-temperature elongationsAobtainable with
this polymer suggest that further investigations of the
effect of increased plasticizer content are indicated.

The unusually high modulus and good elongation obtainable
with Neoprene 673 suggested that balloons should be made
from a compound based on this polymer. However, consider-
able difficulties were experienced in obtaining larger
quantities of this material since it is made only for
special orders. After considerably delay, drum quantities
were finally received; and since the original evaluation
had been performed on a laboratory sample, and further
sample of compound A2a-16 was prepared.

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure, and films
were cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 240°F, 260°F, and
280°F. Physical properties were determined at room tempera-
ture and at -40°C, and the results of these tests are given
in Table 14,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

TABIE 1

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND A2a-22
TESTED AT ROOM-TEMPERATURE AND -l0°C,

Test Cure Cure Modulus -| Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation
Temp, Time Temp. | at 200% | at LOOZ | at 600% | Strength | at Break
(°C.) | (mins) | (°F.) | (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) 9]

+20 60 2L0 100 105 125 250 2000 +
+20 %0 240 95 110 130 320 2000 +
+20 120 2ko 95 108 120 300 2000 +
+20 60 260 s 190 220 830 1800 +
+20 9 260 180 225 275 1030 U0

+20 120 260 170 205 265 1150 1480

+20 60 280 185 215 260 810 1380

+20 %0 280 33% L8s 720 1360 910

+20 120 280 325 L70 680 1370 930

=40 All cure timés at all cure temperatures as listed above were frozen.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

TABLE'l
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND A2a-16

TESTED AT ROOM TBEMPERATURE AND -40°C

Test Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation

Tenp, Time Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break
(°C) (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
+20 60 240 120 175 370 2100 1100
+20 90 240 110 150 400 1910 1130 .
+20 120 240 115 160 340 2500 1080
+20 60 260 90 160 400 2020 . 1110
+20 90 260 90 165 320 2000 © 1100
+20 120 260 85 140 250 2110 1220
+20 60 280 80 130 250 2590 1070
+20 90 280 85 155 370 2480 - 990
+20 120 280 G0 155 385 3290 1030 -
-40 60 240 530 1295 2930 4010 700
-40 90 240 465 1205 2965 2965 600
=40 120 240 415 1480 4305 4630 - . §20
-40 60 260 1020 3365 - 3880 460
=40 90 260 755 2125 - 2360 420
=40 120 260 850 2320 - 2815 460
~40 60 280 675 1635 - 2500 480
-40 90 280 725 1775 - 2545 440
-40 120 280 535 1340 - 2275 500

[P —



FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

A study of these results shows that this material does not
conform to the original sample. The room-temperature elon-
gations are somewhat higher than previously obtained, and
the modulus and tensile strength are markedly less than
previously obtained. ,

At -40°C, the elongation is less than previously obtained
at all cures except at 240°F., At this temperature, higher
elongations are recorded.

" It was initially considered that this difference in physical
properties was due to the difference between a laboratory
batch and a production batch of the polymer. However, it

- was subsequently determined that upon aging of the film and

" allowing crystallization to develop, which requires approxi-
mately one week, the original physical properties recorded
in Table 10 were duplicated. - '

The evaluation of Neoprene 571 in conjunction with Neoprene
750 was also continued. Replacement of part of the Neoprene
750 in compound A2-9-1 (see Final Report of Contract No. DA-
36-039-SC-78239) resulted in a compound identified as
A3-31-1 which produced balloons with a much more consistent
performance.

Accordingly, three compounds were prepared containing 10,
20, and 30 parts of Neoprene 571, respectively. The formu-
lations of these compounds are given in Table 15. '

Plates were dipped from these three compounds according to
standard procedure and cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at
240°F and 280°F, Physical properties were determined at
room temperature, -40°C, and -50°C, The results of these
tests are given in Tables 16, 17, and 18.

A study of these tables shows that at room temperature, in-
- creasing the amount of Neoprene 571 .in the compound has
relatively little effect on the physical properties. There
is a slight increase in tear strength as the Neoprene 571
ratio is increased and a small but significant loss in
elongation. The modulus at 200%, 400%, and 600% elongation
is practically unaffected. There is a very small loss in
tensile strength with increasing Neoprene 571 content,

All of these compounds are extremely flat during, showing
virtually no change in physical characteristics from 90
minutes at 240°F to 120 minutes at 280°F apart from a small
loss in modulus at 600% elongation as the proportion of
Neoprene 571 is increased.
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DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 2, Part A (continued)

o TABLE 1

FMHTIWS OF COMPOUNDS CONTAINING INCREASING QUANTITIES OF NEOPRENE 571

' Formilation No. | a2aa A2a-2 A2a-3
NeOprene 750 90.0 80.0 70.0
Neoprene 571 | 10;0 20.0 30.0
Zipc 6xide 1.0 1.0 1.0
Neozone 'D' 2.0 _ 2.0 2.0
N.B.C. | 3.0 . 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0 1.0 1.0
‘&maptic Acid 1.0 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 . 0.5 0.5
Butyl Oleate 10.0 10.0 10.0
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 2, Part A (continued)

TABLE 16
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2a-1, A2a-2, AND A2a-3
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE
Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation Tear
Compound | Time | Temp.: at 200% [ at LOO% | at 600% | Strength | at Break | Strength
No. ((mins)| (°F) | (psi) | (psi) | (psi) | (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
A2a-1 60 2l0 90" 135 25 1390 1040 56
S0 2ho 115 165 275 1695 920 59
120 2o 120 | 170 300 1725 905 60
60 260 120 170 230 1355 905 59
9 260 120 170 230 1545 910 56
120 260 125 170 230 1330 900 60
60 280 115 150 210 1395 915 59
90 280 115 160 225 1735 9Lo 57
120 280 120 160 225 1770 940 57
A23-2 60 2Lo 110 160 280 1450 9o sl
9 240 120 165 290 1580 890 60
120 240 115 160 260 1595 935 S7
60 260 120 165 225 1300 905 58
) 260 125 170 235 1135 865 58
120 260 120 165 225 1335 885 57
60 280 115 160 215 1500 925 sk
% 280 120 160 215 1600 925 55
120 280 110 155 210 1530 915 S7
A2a-3 60 2L0 105 150 265 1570 1005 55
90 2140 115 165 280 13L5 875 58
120 240 125 175 305 1395 860 60
60 260 125 170 250 1155 865 60
9 260 130 165 245 1235 875 56
120 260 130 175 255 1330 875 67
60 280 120 165 225 1435 890 58
90 280 125 165 225 1395 875 67
120 280 125 165 230 1500 875 62
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FACTUAL DATA (conrINUED)
TASK A Prasg 2 Parr A (conTINUED)

TABLE, 17
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2a-1, A2a-2, and A2a~3
TESTED AT -}0°C
Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus Tensile Elongation
Compound | Time | Temp. at 2008 | at L4LOOZ | at 6008 Strenfzh at Break
No. | (mins) | (M) | (psi) | (os1) | (pst) | (psi ®)
A2a-1 60 240 120 215 910 1930 690
90 240 170 290 1530 Lkos 720
120 240 170 260 1395 3900 730
60 260 170 280 1940 k270 720
90 260 165 285 2095 L2175 720
120 260 185 305 2075 Lh50 720
60 280 190 335 2305 3610 680
90 280 195 355 2875 4115 680
120 280 205 L2s 2735 4235 660
A2a-2 60 240 145 285 1385 2470 690
90 240 150 295 1775 3885 720
120 240 165 280 1720 3490 690
60 260 165 280 2280 3665 680
90 260 1s 270 2470 14180 680
120 260 190 365 2660 3985 650
60 280 190 335 2610 4110 680
9G 280 205 Loo 2900 4120 670
120 280 215 400 2685 3695 660
A2a-3 60 240 160 270 1235 2350 700
90 240 180 305 1680 3520 710
120 240 190 265 1960 3695 700
60 260 15 260 2120 4010 700
90 260 175 3L5 2590 L5 690
120 260 175 320 2uko 3900 680
60 280 170 335 2500 u625 700
90 280 215 k70 3095 U525 660
120 280 220 L85 3850 14885 660




FACTUAL DATA (conrInvED)
TASK A Prasg 2 Part 4 (conTInvED)

TABLE 18

PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2a-1, A2a-2, and A2a-
TESTED AT_.50°C

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongaticn
°°mﬁ°““d Time TSF . | at 2008 | at 4OOX | at 600% Streni‘oh at Break

oo | (utns) | BB | “(per) | (ps1) | (psi) | (psi ®)
A2a-1 60 20 565 128G 4130 4130 600
90 240 735 1820 5055 5055 600
120 240 785 1575 - 5055 590
60 260 725 1780 - Ls3c 57C
90 260 945 2255 - 4835 580
120 260 925 1950 - L5785 570
60 280 910 2205 - 4765 S70
90 280 1060 2205 - 5230 580
120 280 1070 2050 - S14s5 59C
A2a-2 60 2Lo 736 1610 L4500 Lsoo 600
90 2ho 805 1990 516C 5565 620
120 240 850 1755 L950 L9s0 600
60 260 815 1920 - L505 570
90 260 1035 2250 - L12s 550
120 260 925 2220 - 5255 S70
60 280 875 2220 - L550 560
90 280 1070 2170 - 5580 ' 590
120 280 1045 2170 - 5415 580
A2a-3 60 240 575 1375 - 3870 580
90 210 815 1800 L4605 L8os 600
120 240 825 1860 - L7785 590
60 260 815 1955 - L4460 550
90 260 1010 2135 - Li65 560
120 260 750 2195 - L8g0 580
60 280 895 2160 - 5035 570
90 28C 1030 2220 - 5640 590
120 280 1295 2u7C - 5055 560
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

At -40°C there is a slight increase in modulus as the amount
of Neoprene 571 in the compound is increased. This is ac-
companied by a slight fall in elongation, The tensile
strength is relatively unaffected. The same pattern is
repeated at -50°C. ‘

At both -40°C and -50°C the modulus increases with the state
of cure, and the elongation shows a slight drop. Neverthe-
less, the flat-curing characteristics of these compounds are
confirmed by their low-temperature characteristics.

Replacement of part of the Neoprene 750 with Neoprene 571
in a compound in which Dibutyl Sebacate was used as the
plasticizer resulted in a very significant increase in-
modulus (see Contract No. DA-36-039-SC-78239, Task A, Phase
3, Part A), : S -

It may be concluded, therefore, that Butyl Oleate is a much
more effective plasticizer for Neoprene 571 than is Dibutyl
Sebacate. The type of plasticizer used in high-modulus
compounds is thus shown to be of considerable importance,
and this must be borme in mind when designing compounds of
this type.

Since Neoprene 571 has little value as a polymer for increas-
ing the modulus of compounds in which Butyl Oleate is the
plasticizer, it was decided to investigate the possibilities
of using Neoprene 400 for this purpose. '

Six compounds contaihing varying blends of Neoprﬁne 750,
Neoprene 400, and Butyl Oleate were prepared. The formula-
tions of these compounds are given in Table 19.

Plates were dipped from these compounds according to standard
procedure and cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 240°F,
260°F, and 280°F. Physical characteristics were determined
at room temperature and at -40°C, The physical characteris-
tics of A2a-23 and A2a-26 were also determined at -50°C,

" The results of these tests are given in Tables 20, 21, and 22,

A study of these results shows that at room temperature,
Neoprene 400 has little effect on modulus when 20 parts are
used. Forty parts of Neoprene 40C results in a sharp
increase in modulus which is accompanied by a significant
reduction in elongation. The elongation, however, is still
satisfactory. This is true whether 5 parts of 10 parts of
Butyl Oleate are used.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 2, Part A (continued)

TABLE 19

FORMULATIONS OF COMPOUNDS CONTAINING VARYING QUANTITIES OF NEOPRENE LOO

Formlation No. | A2a-21 | A2a-22 | A2a-23 | A2a-2h | A2a-25 | A2a-26
Neoprene 750 100.0 80.0 60.0 100.0 80.0 60.0
Neoprene L40OO - 20.0' Lo.0 - 20.0 40.0
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
Neozone 'D! 2.0 | 2.0 2.0 2.0 | 2.0 2.0
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 | .10
Sanaptic Acid 1.0 | 1.0 1.0 1.0 - 1.0 1.0
Aquarex S 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Butyl Oleate s;o 5.0 5.0 10;6 10.0 10.0
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. Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation Tear
Compound | Time | Temp. | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break |Strength
No, |(mins) | (°PF) | (psi) | (psi) | (psi) | (psi) %) (1bs/in)

A28~21 60 240 90 135 220 2010 1250 72

‘ 90 240 94 140 235 1970 1330 74

120 240 105 155 230 1950 1265 73

60 260 125 160 225 2420 1215 75

90 260 135 165 220 2245 1190 77

120 260 140 170 255 1970 1020 69

60 280 140 175 225 2205 1030 80

90 280 145 170 230 2295 1025 84

120 280 140 165 255 2150 950 85

A2a-22 60 240 115 155 260 1560 1160 70

90 240 125 175 260 1470 1120 70

120 240 130 165 280 1740 1100 75

60 260 120 160 255 1750 1060 68

90 260 125 160 260 1780 965 78

120 260 120 160 260 1825 955 82

60 280 145 180 270 1875 970 79

90 280 140 160 270 1835 960 83

120 280 150 165 305 2100 925 80

A23~23 60 240 190 290 575 1910 1005 54

90 240 185 300 610 1800 960 55

120 240 190 300 630 1910 955 54

60 260 170 270 595 1990 960 100

90 260 170 310 655 2240 960 113

120 260 170 230 520 1990 960 100

60 280 165 230 515 2050 1000 68

90 280 165 255 505 1985 1010 78

120 280 150 190 435 2125 965 91

A2a-~24 60 240 95 140 200 1275 1150 47

90 240 110 145 185 1535 1110 58

120 240 105 145 200 1490 1100 63

60 260 110 135 190 1478 1020 60

90 260 105 145 215 1540 965 60

120 260 110 145 215 1655 950 57

60 280 120 150 215 1950 1040 68

90 280 130 170 220 1800 970 69

120 280 135 155 225 2035 970 70

A2a-25 60 240 100 135 235 1270 1055 50

90 240 105 135 170 1270 1070 49

120 240 110 135 210 1285 1070 56

60 260 115 145 205 1645 1040 55

90 260 110 130 225 1345 960 55

120 260 110 145 240 1445 940 56

60 280 120 155 250 1640 950 58

90 280 110 150 200 1445 95¢C 58

120 280 115 140 220 1795 950 58

A2a~26 60 240 8s 120 235 1260 1080 54

90 240 170 290 590 1655 910 81

120 240 180 275 610 1660 885 100

60 260 160 260 610 1725 890 90

90 260 160 245 600 1585 845 93

120 260 160 260 645 1740 840 8s

60 280 190 2F5 645 2000 890 88

90 280 175 280 650 2075 890 102
120 280 155 250 620 2080 875 100 |




TABLE' 21

L ———— =t

PHYSICAL PROPERTIRS OF COMPOUNDS A2a«=21, A22-22, A23-23, A2a-24, A2a-25, AND A23-26
TESTED AT =40

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Blongation
Compound Time Tenp, at 200% | at 400% | at 600% Strength at Break
No. (mins) (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
A2a-21 60 240 200 470 2215 2900 650
90 240 190 390 1775 2960 700
120 240 130 305 1590 2590 670
60 260 180 335 2110 3870 700
90 260 200 415 2555 4085 660
3120 260 200 390 2780 4085 670
60 280 195 360 2525 3205 650
90 280 185 340 2265 4345 700
120 280 210 430 3310 4345 650
A22-22 60 240 420 1375 3800 4210 620
90 240 430 1350 4070 4215 610
120 240 450 1325 4000 4480 530
60 260 475 1420 4590 5025 630
90 260 450 1420 4265 5275 650
120 260 490 1445 4690 5235 640
60 280 520 1645 4860 5880 660
90 280 495 1540 4670 5355 630
120 280 655 1685 - 5330 590
A2a+23 60 240 1480 2935 - 4975 560
90 240 1450 3015 - 4880 540
120 240 1395 2885 - 5105 560
60 260 1250 2975 - 5300 560
90 260 1260 2850 - 5065 560
120 260 1360 2990 - 5025 550
60 280 1555 3250 - 5585 550
90 280 1430 3155 - 5750 560
120 280 1545 3390 - 4980 510
A2a-24 60 240 115 165 750 2480 770
920 240 115 170 810 3405 800
120 240 125 180 825 3125 790
60 260 125 175 875 3020 770
90 260 120 175 790 2460 740
120 260 130 195 1105 3085 750
60 280 135 210 1070 3075 730
90 280 125 185 1015 3735 760
120 280 145 230 1340 3950 740
A2a~25 60 240 240 715 2715 3500 660
90 240 245 770 2710 3595 660
120 240 300 850 3085 3910 670
60 260 315 905 3285 4305 660
90 260 340 800 - 3140 4390 680
120 260 320 940 3465 4360 660
60 280 435 1145 3905 4475 640
90 280 410 1095 4005 4745 650
120 280 420 1120 4065 4625 630
A2a~26 60 240 525 1580 e 3425 570
90 240 625 1990 - 4215 590
120 240 610 1900 4295 4680 620
60 260 680 1955 4570 4705 610
90 260 740 1875 4930 4930 600
120 260 770 1870 4955 5120 610
60 280 1000 2430 - 5190 580
90 280 675 1875 4590 5315 640
120 280 900 2455 5830 5830 600




FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

TABLE 22

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2a-23 AND A2a-26

TESTED AT -50°C,

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation
Compound Time Temp. | at 2008 | at LOOZ | at 6008 | Strength at Break
No. (mins) | (°F.)| (psi) (psi) (pst) (psi). (%)
A2a-23 60 2o 2675 Lh1o - 5790 500
90 240 2675 h330 - L1905 h30
120 240 2605 L320 - 53L0 500
60 260 2805 L2ss - L8Ls 450
90 260 275 L280 - si70 k70
120 260 2770 k510 5515 Léo
60 280 2935 L5%0 - 6080 L90
90 280 2800 L530 - 6070 k9o
120 280 2835 L7%0 - 5815 460
A28-26 60 2Lo 1665 3380 - 4830 500
9 240 1760 3380 - 1,805 490
120 240 1635 3L35 - 5200 520
60 260 1775 3k15 5755 530
90 260 1525 3505 5215 530
120 260 1595 3545 5330 520
60 280 1870 3875 - 5850 530
90 280 1905 3865 - 6215 550
120 280 2085 Lo70 5930 510
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

At -40°C a marked increase in modulus is shown when 20 parts
of Neoprene 400 are used, and there is a further comparable
increase in modulus when the Neoprene 400 content is raised
to 40 parts.

When 5 parts of Butyl Oleate are used, there is relatively
little change in elongation with the use of 20 parts of
Neoprene 400, and a noticeable drop in elongatlon when 40
parts are added. In the compounds containing 10 parts of
Butyl Oleate, there is a significant loss in elongation on
the addition of 20 parts of Neoprene 400, and a relatively
slight additional loss in elongation when 40 parts of
Neoprene 400 are used.

Since 40 parts of Neoprene 400 are required to affect the
room-temperature modulus, only compounds A2a-23 and A2a-26
were evaluated at -50°C, Both of these compounds showed
satisfactory elongations at this temperature, A2a-26 being
somewhat superior and having substantially lower modulus
as would be expected.

A study of the effect of aging neoprene latex and neoprene
latex compounds was conducted., Two series of tests were
run, the procedure in each case being the same. A drum of
Neoprene 750 and one of Neoprene 571 were set aside as soon
as received, and a sample of compound A3-105 was prepared
from the fresh latex. In one series, additional batches

of the same compound were prepared at 15-day intervals,

and in the second series batches were prepared at 30-day
intervals., The first series was continued for 75 days, and
the second series for 180 days.

Plates were dipped from the fresh compound and also from
all previously made compounds each time a fresh compound
was prepared. They were cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes
at 280°F, and the physical properties of the films were
determined at room temperature. The results of these tests
are given in Tables 23 and 24,

In the first series of tests, fresh latex compounded im-

medlately did not develop its potential tensile strength
until a period of 60 to 75 days had elapsed., If the latex
had been aged for 30 days prior to compounding, then the

maximum tensile strength was developed immediately. Aging
the latex had virtually no effect on the modulus and elon-
ation, but aging of the compound resulted in an increase
n modulus and a relatively small drop in elongationm.
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TABLEZY

; G_NIOPRENE LATEX AND NEOPRENE LATEX
ON PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF CURED FILMS
Latex Age | Comp, Age Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation Tear
before before (min. @| at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break | Strength
Compound, | Dipping 280°C) | (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) %) (1bs/in)

" Fresh Fresh 60 140 170 300 1950 940 74
90 145 185 300 2025 910 71

120 150 190 305 2085 905 71

Fresh 30 days 60 135 180 250 1535 895 75
90 130 170 265 1845 935 67

120 140 175 260 1820 925 64

Fresh 45 days 60 155 215 420 2150 835 70
S0 160 215 440 2395 845 63

120 165 235 490 2305 830 78

Fresh 60 days 60 145 190 300 2245 915 80
90 140 185 300 2430 925 69

) 120 140 195 320 2380 905 67

Fresh 75 days 60 165 200 375 2850 950 89
90 180 210 405 2835 915 89

120 190 225 495 2680 865 87

30 days Fresh 60 145 185 310 2885 975 89
90 150 190 320 2945 985 75

120 155 210 365 2490 935 93

30 days 15 days 60 145 200 365 1995 865 65
90 150 220 360 2080 865 71

120 160 215 485 2210 825 78

30 days 30 days 60 . 140 185 - 310 2135 900 63
i 90 150 200 340 2300 895 72

120 155 205 355 2605 890 73

30 days 45 days 60 185 215 415 2785 915 86
90 185 215 450 2705 895 88

120 195 225 470 2855 880 86

45 days Fresh 60 140 190 325 2230 920 69
90 140 195 345 2460 915 73

120 155 205 445 2520 880 74

45 daya 15 days 60 145 195 310 2480 915 67
90 140 190 305 2420 895 72

120 145 195 335 2470 905 75

45 days 30 days 60 195 230 465 3195 920 84
90 180 210 420 3050 920 81

120 180 225 505 3120 895 80

60 days Fresh 60 150 195 315 2435 935 71
90 150 200 325 2240 900 74

120 150 195 355 2365 885 73

60 days 15 days 60 180 210 405 3015 935 86
90 185 215 435 3035 915 83

120 190 225 495 2740 875 80

75 days Fresh 60 175 205 390 2970 945 80
90 185 220 470 2785 895 78

120 180 220 465 3110 915 88
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

Latex Age | Comp, Age Cure | Modulus | Modulus [Modulus | Tensile | Eiongation Tear
before before (min, @ at 200% [ at 400% |at 600%| Strength | at Break | Strength
Compound. | Dipping 280°C (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
Fresh Fresh 60 165 200 320 2700 930 85
90 165 200 350 2715 905 70
120 170 200 385 2665 890 85
Presh 30 days 60 180 220 490 2795 865 75
: 90 165 210 450 2550 860 70
120 195 235 655 2570 805 75
Fresh 60 days 60 ‘145 200 340 2400 895 80
90 160 185 370 2280 880 85
120 155 210 480 2630 875 75
Fresh 120 days 60 125 185 350 2260 885 -
90 115 160 390 2635 875 -
120 100 170 395 2595 855 -
Fresh 150 days 60 105 160 315 2275 890 -
90 85 170 385 2130 845 -
120 110 195 535 2695 825 -
Fresh 180 days 60 165 200 395 2370 865 70
90 145 190 385 2350 845 75
120 109 175 420 2385 860 75
30 days Fresh 60 175 210 415 2680 875 90
90 170 200 400 2910 910 95
120 180 220 520 2540 845 80
30 days | 30 days .60 115 195 350 2390 875 85
90 130 170 385 2425 875 80
120 130 195 415 2375 850 80
30 days | 90 days 60 . 100 165 330 2090 870 -
90 130 170 410 2410 855 -
120 120 165 410 2480 865 -
30 days | 120 days 60 115 155 310 2435 900 -
90 90 180 405 2345 865 -
120 100 170 515 2560 845 -
30 days | 150 days 60 145 200 370 2230 855 gl
90 150 200 390 2395 860 80
120 145 200 400 2230 830 80




FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part A (continued)

TABLE 2L (continued)

Latex Age | Comp, Age Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation Tear
before before (min. @'| at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break |Strength
Compound, | Dipping 280°C) | (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
60 days Fresh 60 155 190 385 2820 925 85
90 130 175 390 2795 975 90
120 135 200 400 2615 875 85
60 days 60 days 60 115 150 355 2545 905 -
90 125 165 415 2400 855 -
120 115 170 400 2555 885 -
60 days 90 days 60 95 180 360 2665 900 -
90 90 185 370 2385 850 -
120 95 190 445 2395 820 -
60 days 120 days 60 125 200 350 2460 895 65
90 150 210 405 2370 865 65
120 150 200 425 2360 855 80
120 days Fresh 60 125 165 375 2475 910 -
90 150 190 400 2930 920 -
120 145 195 360 2930 915 -
120 days 30 days 60 90 150 300 2355 915 -
90 90 180 330 2310 895 -
120 85 170 370 2090 860 -
120 days 60 days 60 145 205 380 2440 870 80
90 135 185 380 2265 860 85
120 150 200 420 2440 855 80
150 days Fresh 60 85 165 375 2160 870 -
90 90 180 360 2580 880
120 90 200 430 2500 865 -
150 days 30 days 60 155 205 505 2585 835 75
%0 135 190 405 2110 835 65
120 145 195 405 2510 875 70
180 days Fresh 60 155 205 385 2525 895 75
90 150 195 355 2310 885 75
120 150 200 415 2620 895 80
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 2, Part A (continued)

In the second series, there is little change in tensile
strength as compound or latex ages. There does, however,
appear to be less consistency in the tensile strength from
test to test as the compound or the raw latex becomes older.

There is a steady decline in elongation as the compound
ages, but this is much less marked when the raw latex is
aged. The decline in elongation is, however, noticeably
more rapid when the compound is made from aged latex with
the result that the elongations at the conclusion of the
test are generally comparable regardless of whether or not
the latex or the compound is aged.

The 400% and 600% modulus results show relatively little
change, the 600% modulus tending to increase slightly as
either latex or compound becomes older. The 200% modulus,
however, decreases steadily and markedly as either the
latex or the compound ages.

It would appear from this study that there are no advantages
to aging either neoprene latex or neoprene latex compounds.
At the same time, there is no serious loss in physical
characteristics if the latex or the compound is not more
than 60 days old before being used.

The difference between the two series, however, do indicate
that there are intrinsic variations in the necprene polymers
themselves.

Part B: Plasticizers

As a result of the plasticizer study carried out in a pre-
vious contract, it was shown that Butyl Oleate gave the
best low-temperature physical characteristics. However,
previous work was restricted to the use of a single plasti-
cizer in the compound, and it has been felt for some time
that better results might be obtained from a combination

of two or more plasticizers in the same compound. Inquiries
throughout the industry indicated that little, if any work
had been conducted along these lines.

The number of such combinations is almost infinite, and it
was decided to conduct a preliminary study using two plas-
ticizers in varying proportions. Butyl Oleate and Dibutyl
Sebacate were selected, the former, as already stated,
being generally regarded as the best low-temperature plas-
ticizer widely used in conjunction with neoprene and also
giving excellent low-temperature properties.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 2, Part B (continued)

Five compounds containing varying proportions of Butyl Oleate
and Dibutyl Sebacate were prepared. The formulations of
these compounds are given in Table 25.

Plates were dipped from the above compounds according to
standard procedure and cured for 40, 60, and 80 minutes at
240°F, 260°F, and 280°F., Physical properties were determined
at room temperature, -70°C, and ~75°C., The results of these
tests are given in Tables 26, 27, and 28.

A study of the results at room temperature shows that the
replacement of Dibutyl Sebacate with Butyl Oleate results in
a gradually falling modulus at high curing temperatures.
However, at low and intermediate curing temperatures, there
is little change in modulus.

It is interesting to note that the highest modulus figures
are obtained with compounds A2b-1 and A2b-6, neither of
which contain a blend of plasticizer. Increasing the

Butyl Oleate ratio shows some improvement in room-temperature
elongation and has virtually no effect on tensile strength.

At -70°C, there is a steady improvement in low-temperature
characteristics as the Butyl Oleate content increases up to
60%. Compound A2b-4, containing 60% Butyl Oleate, and com-
pound A2b-5, containing 80% Butyl Oleate, have almost
identical properties and are both superior to A2b-6 which
contains 100% Butyl Oleate.

Compound A2b-5 shows a distinct superiority to any other
compound tested at -75°C. The sample cured for 40 minutes
at 260°F has an elongation of 510% and shows no signs of
cold flow. A2b-4 is almost as good but is, nevertheless,
inferior.

It would appear that an improvement in low-temperature char-
acteristics can be secured by blending plasticizers. There-
fore, it was decided to evaluate blends of other types of
plasticizers which by themselves showed good low-temperature
characteristics.

The original plasticizer study conducted during Contract No.
DA-36-039-SC-72386 had shown that KP-90 (an epoxy stearate)
and D0Z-9057 (an azelate) were both capable of producing
films with good low-temperature characteristics, being
superior to Dibutyl Sebacate but inferior to Butyl Oleate.
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FACTUAL DATA (conTINUED)
TASK A PrAsg 2 ParT B (conNTINUED)

TABLE 25

G_VARYING PROPORTIONS OF
BUTYL OLEATE AND DIBUTYL SEBACATE -

Formulation No. A2b-1 A2b-2 AZb-3 A2b-i; A2t-5 A2b-6
Neopreze 750 80.C 80.¢ 8¢.c 86.0 80.0 80.0
Neoprene 735 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0
Neoprene 571 10.0 10.C 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.C
Zine Oxide 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5
Neozone 'DV 2.0 - 2.¢ 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.C
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 ‘1.0 1.c 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1.0 1i.C 1.C 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO C.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Sulphur 3.C 3.0 3.C © 3.C 3.0 3.0
Dibutyl Sebacate 25.0 20.0 15.0 10.0 5.0 -

Butyl Oleate - 5.0 1C.C 15.0 20.0 25.0




TABLE 26

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2b-1, A2b-2, A2b-3, A2b-l, A2b-5 AND A2b-6

TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE

i Oure | Oure | Modulus| Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation | Tear

Campound | Time | Temp. | at 200%| at LOO% | at 600% | Strength| at Break |Str
No. (mins) | (oF.)! (psi) | (psit) | (psi) | (psi) (%) (1bs/in)

A2b-1 Lo 240 50 85 180 555 915 32

: 60 2Lo 65 105 195 815 970 37

8o 2140 90 135 210 1215 925 L3

Lo 260 80 130 215 960 905 Lk

60 260 110 150 320 -1400 795 L5

80 260 120 170 395 1390 755 51

. Lo 280 115 165 325 1255 775 L9

60 200 125 175 Loo 1,25 760 59

80 280 135 200 670 1375 685 58

A2b2 4o 2ko 50 95 185 540 860 29

60 2o 75 120 205 935 955 L3

8o 2440 85 125 195 1100 950 Lo

Lo 260 75 115 185 900 9Lo Lé

60 260 105 160 2k5 1480 855 53

80 260 110 | 140 315 155 815 57

s} 280 120 170 340 1595 810 61

60 280 115 160 285 1565 825 6l

80 280 130 190 v10 1385 715 60

A2b-3 Lo 2L0 50 95 190 1,85 835 30

60 240 70 110 205 820 910 38

80 210 80 125 205 1150 925 us

Lo 260 75 1us 1%0 960 960 43

60 260 105 160 280 1280 815 56

80 260 115 165 315 1370 785 51

4o 280 120 180 3ko 1600 805 sh

60 280 115 180 325 1325 780 50

80 280 130 195 L85 1380 730 58

A%baly Lo 2Lo Lo 75 180 585 9o 21

60 20 55 90 185 735 960 33

8o 240 70 105 175 1055 . 990 39

Lo 260 65 105 180 595 865 39

60 260 100 155 265 1535 84S 51

80 260 105 155 280 1505 840 57

Lo 280 105 155 230 1330 865 61

60 280 110 150 250 1635 875 6L

80 280 125 180 . 385 1425 7h5 sl

AZb-5 Lo 2o L5 70 175 520 930 27

60 240 55 100 190 875 1000 3k

80 2o 70 110 185 1050 990 L1

Lo 260 80 120 175 1225 965 Lo

60 260 100 10 225 1,05 875 L

8o 260 100 150 275 110 835 52

Lo 280 100 150 275 1685 855 L7

60 280 95 145 250 L5 850 51

8o 280 105 155 370 1510 775 L2

A2b=b Lo 2,0 75 200 L70 890 860 37

60 210 70 170 L1s 1060 900 39

80 240 75 180 420 1080 935 39

Lo 260 70 180 L2s 935 865 u8

60 260 90 165 350 1610 1045 35

8o 260 80 s 330 1505 1015 39




TABLE 27
PHYSICAL PROFERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2b-l, A2b-2, A2b-3, AZbel, AZb-5 AND A2b-6

“TESFED AT -7005C

~700C,
Cure | Cure | Modulus| Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation
Compound | Time | Temp,| at 200% | at LOOE | at 600% |Strength | at Break | Remarks
No. (mins)] (F.)| (pei) (psi) (psi) (psi (%)
A2b-1 Lo 2o | 1905 315 - 4020 470 cold flow
60 20 | 1740 3040 - 38L5 L8o cold flow
80 20 | 2285 3510 - Loks 450 cold flow
Lo 260 - - - 2172 60 frozen
60 260 - - - 2716 8o frozen
8o 260 - - - 3125 0 frozen
Lo 280 | 2025 4330 - 5340 480 cold flow
60 280 - - - 2850 0] frozen
8o 280 - - - 3725 0 frozen
A2b-2 Lo 24,0 | 1855 3190 - Liko 500 cold flow
€0 24,0 | 1865 3045 - L3Le 490 cold flow
o) 240 1990 2960 - 3625 Lho cold flow
Lo 260 2110 3470 - 4670 510 cold flow
0 260 2240 3610 - . 5095 k9o cold flow
80 260 - - - 2930 0 frozen
Lo 280 | 2505 3915 - L1580 Lo cold flow
60 280 - - - 2715 Lo frozen
80 280 - - - 3285 o] frozen
A2b-3 Lo 20 | 1475 2900 - 4100 520
60 240 1740 315 - 3950 L8o
80 2Lo 1545 2985 - Lo7s 480 cold flow
40 260 2290 3365 - 790 510 cold flow
60 260 | 2420 4105 - 1810 450 cold flow
80 260 - - - 3720 0 frozen
%0 280 | 2735 - - LS 390 cold flow
60 280 2L)0 3625 - 4600 1160 cold flow
8o 280 - - - 3625 60 frozen
A2b-) Lo 240 | 1300 2645 - 3570 500
60 240 | 1380 2720 - 3970 530
8o 2o | 1555 3010 - 3515 L80
Lo 260 1670 2970 - 3230 430
60 260 2220 3970 - L4600 L/80 cold flow
80 260 1450 2905 - 4785 520 cold flow
Lo 280 2125 3620 - L235 160 cold flow
60 280 2258 3610 - 4995 490 cold flow
80 280 - - - 3275 Lo frozen
A2b-S 40 240 | 1260 2500 - 3818 510
60 2o 1310 3720 - 4755 510
80 20 | 1520 2945 - 4225 510
Lo 260 1675 3000 - 3740 L80
60 260 2030 3515 - L660 490 cold flow
80 260 | 1880 3740 - 4695 190 cold flow
Lo 280 2180 3570 - L4225 L60 cold flow
60 280 | 1930 3320 - L325 L4190 cold flow
8o 280 - - 3225 Lo frozen
A2b-6 Lo 2o | 2565 3855 - 4310 L30 cold flow
60 2L0 2630 3485 - 4,080 Lso cold flow
80 | 2o |2095 | 3550 - L265 470
Lo 260 2115 3365 - L2os L70
60 260 - - - 3995 0 frozen
80 260 - - - 3350 0 frozen




FACTUAL DATA (conrTINUED)
TASK A Pxasg 2 Parr B (coNTINUED)

Cure | Cure Modulus | Modulus | Moduius | Tensile |Elongation
Compound | Time Temg, at 200% | at LOOZ | at 600% Strength at Break Remarks
0. |(mins)| (°F (psi) | (psi) | (psi) (psi (%)
A2b-1 not tested - showed cold flow or frcze at all curss at -70°C
A2b-2 not tested - showed cold flow or froze at all cures at -70°C
A2b-3 4o 2,0 - - - 2715 80 frozen
60 240 - - - 2970 0 frozen
other cures not tested — showed cold flow or froze &t ~70°C
A2b-) Lo 240 2010 3450 - 3450 Loo cold flow
60 240 - - - 3610 80 frozen
8o 240 2210 3740 - k199 L50 cold flow
Lo 260 2325 3575 - 1800 Lo cold flow
other cures not tested ~ showed cold fiow or froze at -70°G
A2b-5 Lo 240 2045 3190 - L065 L70 cold flow
60 240 1465 3435 - 3765 Lko cold flow
80 2L0 1975 3450 - L1605 k70 cold flow
Lo 260 2030 3860 - k920 510
other cures not tested - showed cold flow or froze at -70°C
A2b-6 80 240 - - - 3410 20 frozen
Lo 260 - - - 2930 20 frozen
other cures not tested - showed cold flow or froze at -70°C

-5
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part B (continued)

Accordingly, a series of compounds was prepared with blends
of KP-90 and Butyl Oleate, and DNZ-9057 and Butyl Oleate.
The formulations of these compounds are given in Table 29.
One compound containing 100% Butyl Oleate was used as a
control

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure and cured
for 40, 60, and 80 minutes at 2u40°F, 260°F, and 280°F,
Physical characteristics were determined at room temperature,
at -70°C, and at -75°C in those cases where there was no cold
flow or freezing at -70°C ., The resulta of these tests are
given in Tables 30 through 35.

A study of these results shows some interesting features.
Compound A2b-6 shows better results than it did in the pre-
vious test series where blends of Butyl Oleate and Dibutyl
Sebacate were being examined. At the time the previous
series was being evaluated, the cold box was not functioning
correctly and was being supplemented with dry ice. It would
appear that this method of operation is more severe than
standard operations of the box using the refrigeration
equipment only,

Blending Butyl Oleate with KP-90 shows no unexpected results.
The effects of the two plasticizers seem to be additive, and
the low-temperature characteristics of the compound deteriorate
as the amount of KP-90 increases.

Compound A2b-6 containing 100% Butyl Oleate has the best
properties; compound A2b-10 containing 100% KP-90 has the
poorest properties.

However, blending Butyl Oleate with DOZ-9057 shows some
unexpected results. Increasing the proportion of DOZ-9057
results in higher room-temperature modulus and lower room-
temperature elongation

At -70°C, increasing the DOZ-9057 results in poorer plysical
characteristics when a curing temperature of 240°F is used.
When cured at 260°F, the physical properties pass through a
minimum at the 25 parts Butyl Oleate/75 parts DOZ-9057 com-
pound, the compound containing only DOZ-9057 being superior.
When cured at 280°F, the compound containing only DOZ-9057
is also superior.

It seems that, whereas blending Butyl Oleate and Dibutyl
Sebacate results in an improvement above either plasticizer
individually, blends of Butyl Oleate and DOZ-9057 are
inferior to either one used by itself.
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FACTUAL DATA (conrinvuED)

TASK A Prasg 2 Parr B (conTINUED)

TABLE 29 .
OF CONTAINING BLENDS OF PLASTICI

Formulation Neo, A2b-6 | A2b-7 | A2b-8 | A2b-9 | A2b-10 | A2b-11 | A2b-~-12 | A2b-13 | A2b~14
Neop?eie 750 80,00 | 80,00 | 80,00 | 80,00 | 80,00 | 80,00 80,00 | 80.00 | 80,00
Neoprene 735 10,00 10,00 | 10,00 | 10,00 | 10,00 | 10,00 10,00 | 10,00 10,00
Neoprene 571 10,00 10,00} 10,00 | 10,00 | 10,00 | 10,00 10,00 | 10,00 | 10,00
Zinc Oxide 2.50| 2.,50| 2.50) 2,50 2.50 2.50 2,50 2,50 2.50
Neozone °'D°* 2,00 2,00| 2,00| 2,00 | 2,00 2,00 2,00 2,00 2.00
N.B.C. 3,00y 3,00 3,00| 3,00 3.00 3.00 3,00 3,00 3,00
Accelerator 833 1,00 1,00 1,00} 1,00 1,00 1,00 1,00 1,00 1,00
Sunaptic Acid 1,00 1,00 1,00 | 1,00 1,00 1,00 1,00 1,00 1,00
Aquarex SMO 0.50| 0,50| 0,50 0,50 | 0,50 0.50 0.50 0,50 0.50
Sulphur 3,00/ 3,00| 3,00)] 3.00| 3,00 3.00 3,00 3.00 3,00
Butyl Oleate 25,00 | 18,75 | 12,50 | 6.25 - 18,75 12,50 6.25 -

k.P, 90 - 6.,25( 12,50 | 18,75 | 25,00 - - - -

DOZ 9057 - - - - - 6,25 12,50 | 18,75 25,00
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280

Cure | Cure | Modulus| Modulus | Medulus | Tensile | Blongation Tear
Compound | Time | Temp, | at 200%| at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break |Strength
No. [(mins)| (°F) | (psi) | (psi) | (psi) | (psi) (%) (1bs/in)

A2b=6 40 240 60 105 225 740 905 35

‘60 240 90 130 235 1070 865 41

80 240 85 135 235 1065 875 46

40 260 75 120 200 1110 930 43

60 260 90 135 245 1060 805 41

80 260 95 140 260 1320 825 41

40 280 95 140 270 1230 820 45

60 280 90 140 250 1265 830 41

80 280 95 140 245 1255 815 44

A2b-7 40 240 45 85 i85 490 855 27

60 240 70 105 185 855 960 44

80 240 70 105 185 1090 995 39

40 260 70 115 190 925 960 41

60 260 85 120 180 1200 965 47

80 260 85 125 200 1290 900 44

40 280 80 115 175 1230 980 43

60 280 90 130 200 1490 920 45

80 280 90 135 235 1425 880 45

A2b-8 40 240 55 100 215 675 925 40

60 240 65 105 205 890 945 37

80 240 75 110 180 1070 955 48

40 260 70 110 195 940 965 43

60 260 75 110 180 1060 955 43

80 260 85 125 185 1260 925 47

40 280 80 120 190 1060 930 47

- 60 280 90 135 215 1325 890 45

- 80 2380 80 135 235 1195 835 51

A2b-9 40 240 50 90 205 490 850 35

60 240 65 105 200 730 925 38

80 240 75 110 180 955 960 38

40 260 75 105 180 970 985 41

60 260 75 110 175 1108 975 43

80 260 80 120 180 1235 ' 940 49
40 280 80 120 185 1060 945 42

60 280 85 125 180 1495 950 44

80 280 90 135 225 1495 88s 45

A2b-10 40 240 55 110 225 480 810 27

60 240 60 110 210 775 925 43

80 240 80 115 195 995 955 44

40 260 70 125 215 810 905 38

60 260 75 115 180 1025 950 43

80 260 90 130 190 1285 945 42

40 280 70 115 175 1050 340 42

. 60 280 85 125 200 1345 925 46

80 - 95 140 245 1395 865 49




Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Blongation Tear
Compound | Time | Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break | Strenmgth
Ne, (mins) | (°P) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (¢ (1bs/in)
A2b=6 40 240 60 105 225 740 905 35
60 240 90 130 235 1070 865 41
80 240 85 135 235 1065 875 46
40 260 75 120 200 1110 930 43
60 260 90 135 245 1060 805 41
80 260 95 140 260 1320 825 41
40 280 95 140 270 1230 820 45
60 280 90 140 250 1265 830 41
80 280 95 140 245 1255 815 44
A2b=11 40 240 60 105 215§ 750 915 40
60 240 75 115 210 950 925 46
80 240 105 155 310 1230 800 50
40 260 95 130 210 1115 905 44
60 260 100 155 285 1220 800 43
80 260 100 155 270 1120 785 43
40 280 95 150 265 1045 795 44
60 280 95 145 255 1295 830 45
80 280 95 140 250 1255 820 48
A2b=12 40 240 55 95 210 545 865 30
60 240 65 110 210 775 915 38
80 240 95 130 230 1035 870 48
40 260 85 130 245 930 900 39
60 260 100 145 255 1175 840 53
80 260 100 165 330 1190 765 43
40 280 95 140 225 1090 855 79
60 280 105 160 270 1250 805 44
80 280 100 155 310 1180 775 48
A2b=-13 40 240 60 110 225 680 895 36
60 240 70 125 235 845 905 42
80 240 100 145 265 1055 845 49
40 260 95 145 280 1145 835 52
60 260 110 160 335 1115 765 42
80 260 110 170 360 1135 750 43
40 280 100 150 285 990 790 41
60 280 110 160 360 1160 765 49
80 280 105 165 380 1220 745 43
A2b=14 40 240 70 115 250 670 865 36
60 240 70 120 250 81s 910 42
80 240 105 155 310 1145 795 47
40 260 85 140 250 865 830 43
60 260 115 170 390 1080 735 50
80 260 115 175 465 1225 728 45
40 280 115 170 395 1080 728 35
60 280 115 175 475 1095 695 47
80 280 115 180 555 1255 695 41




FACTUAL DATA (conrrnuep)
TASK A PrASE 2 Parr B (conrInUED)

PHYSICAL PROPERTILS OF COMPOUNDS A2b-6, A2b-7, A2b-8, A2b-9, AND A2b-10

_IT_A_—-——‘_—-I-—

TABLE 383

IESTED AT -707C

Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus |Tensile | Blongation
Compound| Time | Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break Remarks
No. (mins)| (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
A2b-6 40 240 1170 2290 - 4270 570
60 240 1205 2560 - 4655 570
80 240 1285 2525 - 245 500
40 260 1440 2690 - 4085 510
60 260 1675 3295 - 4505 520
80 260 2220 3710 - 4870 490 cold flow
40 280 2105 3650 - 5370 520
60 280 1995 3625 - 4335 460
80 280 2615 3605 - 4595 460 cold flow
A2b-7 40 240 1445 2650 - 3940 520
60 240 1450 2770 - 3700 480
80 240 1390 2565 - 3705 490
40 260 1835 2960 - 4140 500
60 260 2100 3365 - 4935 510 cold flow
80 260 2450 3425 - 4230 470 cold flow
40 280 2315 3595 - 4565 500 cold flow
60 280 2420 3765 - 4860 460 cold flow
80 280 2065 3675 - 4910 500 cold flow
A2b~8 40 240 1440 2630 - 3485 500
A 240 - - - 26€5 160 cold flow
80 240 - - - 2815 0 frozen
40 260 2405 3170 - 4565 510 cold flow
690 260 2095 3000 - 4345 520 cold flow
80 260 - - - 2845 20 frozen
40 280 - - - 2500 0 frozen
60 280 - - - 3290 80 frozen
80 280 - - - 2955 0 frozen
A2b-9 40 240 1970 2900 - 3405 450 cold flow
60 240 - - - 2620 40 frozen
80 240 - - - 2500 0 frozen
All remaining cures were frozen,
A2b-10 All cures were frozen,




TABLE 33

A2b-6 b-1 b-12, A2b-l 14
JESTED AT -70°C
Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus |Tensile |Elongation
Compound | Time | Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break Remarks
Ne. (mins)| (°P) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
A2b-6 40 240 1170 2290 - 4270 570
60 240 1205 2560 - 4655 570
80 240 1285 2525 - 3645 500
40 260 1440 2690 - 4085 510
60 260 1675 3295 - 4505 520
80 260 2220 3710 - 4870 490 cold flow
40 280 2105 3650 - 5370 520
60 280 1995 3625 - 4335 460 cold flow
80 280 2615 3605 4595 460 cold flew
A2b-11 40 240 1610 2695 - 4325 530
60 240 1430 27175 - 3930 510
80 240 1390 2835 - 4835 540
40 260 2035 3225 - 4600 ‘510 cold flow
60 260 2190 3335 - 5360 520 cold flow
80 260 2560 3440 - 5510 . 530 cold flow
40 280 1765 3070 - 4740 490
60 280 2050 3625 4670 480
80 280 1955 3655 4930 490
A2b-12 40 240 1780 2735 - 3635 470
60 240 1485 2675 - 3400 490
80 240 2085 3090 - 4560 500 cold flow
40 260 2600 3165 - 4225 490 cold flow
60 260 2110 3615 - 4515 470 cold flow
80 260 2410 3455 - 4470 450 cold flow
40 280 1755 3475 - 5060 500
60 280 1885 3400 - 4570 490
80 280 2290 3775 - 5265 480
A2b-13 40 240 2470 3140 - 3690 430 cold flow
60 240 - - - 2550 0 frozen
80 240 - - - 2500 0 frozen
40 260 - - - 2500 60 frozen
60 260 - - - 2300 80 frozen
80 260 - - - 2745 80 frozen
40 280 2395 3530 - 4950 490 cold flew
60 280 2150 3525 - 4745 490 cold flow
80 280 2425 4040 - 5255 500 cold flow
A2b-14 40 240 - - - 2605 100 frozen
60 240 - - - 2400 0 frozen
80 240 - - - 2555 0 frozen
40 260 2255 3015 - 4650 530 cold flow
60 260 2500 3375 - 4270 480 cold flow
80 260 2245 3400 - 4615 470 cold flew
40 280 2170 3645 - 4450 480
60 280 2085 3790 4855 480 .
80 280 2210 3680 - 4885 470 cold flow




FACTUAL DATA (cowrinuep)

TASK A Prasg 2 Parr B (conrInugp)

TABLE! 31
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2b-6, A2b-7, A2b-8, A2b-9, AND A2b-10
TESTED AT -75°C
. Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation
Compound | Time | Temp,| at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break Remarks
No. (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (pai) (psi) (%)
A2b-6 40 240 1830 3025 - 3755 470
60 240 1885 3160 - 4295 500
80 240 2225 3680 - 4945 500 cold flow
40 260 2075 3385 - 4805 510
60 260 2385 3705 - 4870 490
40 280 - - - 3490 0 frozen
60 280 - - - 3295 0 frozen
Other cures not tested ~ showed cold flow or froze at -70°C
A2b-7 40 240 2425 3245 - 4410 500 cold flow
60 240 - - - 3415 0 frozen
80 240 - - - 2710 0 frozen
40 260 - - - 2830 0 frozen
Other cures not tested - showed cold flow or froze at -70°C
A2b-8 40 240 - - - 3075 0 frozen
Other cures not tested - showed cold flow or froze at -70°C
A2b-9 Not tested - all cures showed cold flow or froze at -70°C
A2b-10 Not tested - all cures showed cold flow or froze at -70°C




FACTUAL DATA (conTINUED)

TASK A Prasg 2 Part B (cownrryvep)

' TABLE'3S
PROPER OF A2b- A2b-11 ~12, A2b- -
TESTED AT -75°C
Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation
Compound | Time | Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break Remarks
No, (mins)| (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
A2b-6 40 240 1830 3025 - 3755 470
60 240 1885 3160 - 4295 500
80 240 2225 3680 - 4945 500 cold flow
40 260 2075 3385 - 4805 510
60 260 2385 3705 - 4870 490
40 280 - - - 3490 0 frozen
60 280 - - - 3295 0 frozen
Other cures not tested - showed cold flow or froze at -70°C
A2b-11 40 240 - - - 2555 0 frozen
60 240 - - - 2710 20 frozen
80 240 2215 3725 - 4575 470 cold flow
40 280 2320 3690 - 4770 470 cold flow
60 280 - - - 3020 0 frozen
80 280 - - - 3160 0 frozen
Other cures not tested - showed cold flow or froze at -70°C
A2b-12 60 240 2375 ‘3560 a 4320 480 cold flow
40 280 - - - 3000 0] frozen
60 280 - - - 2290 0 frozen
Other cures not tested - showed cold flow or froze at -70°C
A2b=13 Not tested - all cures showed cold flow or froze at -70°C
A2b~14 40 280 - - - 3805 0 frozen
60 280 - - - 3750 0 frozen
Other cures not tested - showed cold flow or froze at -70°C




FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 2, Part B (continued)

According to the supplier, Mobilsol 'L’, a product of the
Socony Mobiloil Company, Inc., is an excellent low-tempera-
ture plasticizer for neoprene. Three compounds were prepared
to determine the properties of this product. Their formula-
tions are given in Table 36.

The purpose of these compounds was to compare Mobilsol 'L’
with Butyl Oleate and Dibutyl Sebacate. Plates were dipped
from these compounds according to standard procedure and
cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 240O°F, 260°F, and 280°F,

Physical properties were determined at room temperature and
at -50°C, and the results of these tests are recorded in
Tables 37 and 38.

It can be seen from the results in Table 37 that there is
relatively little difference in the room-temperature physi-
cal properties when Mobilsol 'L' is substituted for Dibutyl
Sebacate or Butyl Oleate,

Mobilsol 'L' tends to show slightly higher modulus and
decidedly higher tensile strength, but the elongation at
break is almost the same., Mobilsol 'L' has slightly
higher tear strength.

A study of Table 38, moreover, shows immediately and clearly
that Mobilsol 'L' is much inferior to both Butyl Oleate and
Dibutyl Sebacate at low temperatures. Only two samples,
those cured for 60 and 90 minutes at 240°F, showed any elon-
gation whatsoever, and the 200% modulus of the sample cured
for 90 minutes is extremely high indicating a severe cold
flow condition.

It may, therefore, be concluded that Mobilsel 'L' is un-
satisfactory as a plasticizer for neoprene balloon com-
pounds, and no further work will be done with this material.

A sample of Butoxy Ethyl Oleate, which is chemically identi-
cal to Paraflux C-325, was received from Kessler Chemical
Company. It was decided to evaluate this material in direct
comparison with Paraflux C-325, and two compounds were pre-
pared. These were identified as A2b-17 and A2b-18, the
formulations of which are given in Table 39,

Plates were dipped from these compounds according to standard
procedure and cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 240°F,
260°F, and 280°F. Physical properties were determined, and
the results are given in Table 40,
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FACTUAL DATA (cowrIwnuxp)
TASK A Puasg 2 Panr B (coNTINUED)

TABLE

FORMULATIONS DESIGNED TO DETERMINE PROPERTIES OF MOBILSOL ‘L'

Formulation No, A3a-1 A2b-15 A2b-16
Neoprene 750 80.0 80.0 ’ 80,0
Neoprene 571 20,0 20,0 20.0
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0 5.0
Neozone 'D' 2.0 2,0 2,0
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0 1,0 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1,0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0,5 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate 6.25 - -

Butyl Oleate - 6,25 -

Mobilsol 'L’ - - 6,25




e 2

FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TABLE 37

PHYSICAL FROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A3a-l, A2b-15, AND A2b-16
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE

: Cure | Cure Hodg%g; Kodﬁlu; Hodzél).g; Tensile {Elongation Tear
Compound | Time | Temp. | at at 400% | at Strength | at Break |Strength
No. | (mins)| (°F.)| (pst) | (psi) | (psi) | (psi) (%) (1bs/in)

A3a-l 60 2ko 90 155 315 1310 965 58
90 2o 120 175 310 1630 9ks 61

120 2ho 125 180 320 1600 900 6l

60 260 130 175 315 1400 920 60

90 260 135 180 300 1705 920 60

120 260 135 1%0 305 1725 925 70

60 280 120 175 290 1945 925 62

90 280 125 165 255 1975 920 65

120 280 135 170 285 2000 910 66

A2b-15 60 2ko 100 130 2Lo 1260 1080 52
90 240 100 135 2ko 1480 1080 58

120 2Lo 105 10 235 1450 1070 65

60 260 105 15 220 1605 1075 57

90 260 120 150 220 1610 1070 60

120 260 130 160 225 1690 1055 71

60 280 135 170 265 1910 950 it

9 280 130 170 220 2000 1080 73

120 280 %0 175 270 2270 950 7%

A2b-16 60 240 120 170 265 1520 1075 67
9% 2Lo 125 170 275 1740 1080 69

120 2h0 135 175 275 1790 1075 76

60 260 Us 175 270 2180 1080 86

90 260 150 175 290 2300 1040 88

120 260 155 185 280 2280 10L5 Th

60 280 150 190 315 2550 975 82

90 280 150 190 350 2615 930 88

120 280 155 195 375 2635 920 86
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phese 2, Part B (continued)
'ABLE 38
PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A3a-1, A2b-15 -
IESTED AT -350°C
Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation
Compound Time Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break
No. | (mins) | (°B) | (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) %)
A3a-1 60 240 850 1515 3875 4395 630
90 240 145 1425 4020 4210 610
120 240 985 1860 4210 5205 625
60 260 1420 2260 5965 5963 600
90 260 1675 2445 - 4893 570
120 260 1880 2885 - 5128 570
60 280 1950 3420 - 5995 540
90 280 2170 3585 - 5825 320
120 280 2540 3620 - 5765 510
A2b-15 60 240 375 1045 2470 4945 680
90 240 430 860 3710 4325 650
120 240 285 615 2625 4635 640
60 260 710 1425 3160 3360 620
90 260 765 1430 3395 4670 660
120 260 1615 2645 - 5735 590
60 280 1465 2445 6035 6035 600+
90 280 1325 2900 5960 5960 600*
120 . ZBOV 1525 2400 5455 5455 600*
A2b-16 60 | 240 1855 2960 - 3830 570% .
90 240 3150 3535 - 5785 530%*
120 240 - - - - N
Samples cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 260°F were frozen
Sunplf- cutedlfor 60, 90:’ and 120 lm:mm:es utl 280°F were frozen

*  Slight cold flow
** Cold flow
#*%* Rrozen



FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 2, Part B (continued)

TABLE 39

FORMULATIONS DESIGNED TO DETERMINE PROPERTIES OF

ETHYL OLEBATE

Formulation No, A2b-17 A2b-18
Neoprene 750 100,0 1000
Zinc Oxide 5.0 540
Neozone 'D' 2,0 240
N,B.C, 3,0 3,0
Accelerator 833, 1.0 1,0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1,0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 045
Paraflux C-325 12,0 -

Butoxy Ethyl Oleate - 12,0
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part B (continued)

- Y ARG v e 48 st <o

Test Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elong, Tear
Compound | Tempy | Time | Temp, | at 200% |at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Brk.| Strength
Nogy (°C) |(mins)| (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
A2b-17 +20 60 240 55 75 135 660 1245 33
+20 90 240 65 85 140 830 1260 37
+20 12¢ 240 75 90 145 1175 1290 42
+20 60 260 70 80 100 1100 1270 44
+20 90 260 70 85 120 1200 1265 45
+20 120 260 80 95 125 1370 1210 48
+20 60 280 70 100 130 1210 1105 50
+20 90 280 75 140 190 1685 1050 50
+20 120 280 9Ss 140 195 1550 1005 50
A2b-18 +20 60 240 50 75 165 800 1275 38
+20 90 240 70 100 165 1150 1275 46
+20 120 240 85 110 150 1560 1275 50
+20 60 260 70 95 145 1100 1270 37
+20 90 260 85 110 155 1250 1175 51
+20 120 260 105 145 190 1600 1065 55
+20 60 280 105 130 170 1480 1035 42
+20 90 280 100 135 165 1555 1040 49
€20 120 280 110 135 190 1770 1110 50
A2b-17 ~50 60 280 355 410 2550 3215 620 -
=50 90 280 395 765 3240 4180 650 -
-50 120 280 360 720 3000 3505 620 -
A2b-18 -50 60 280 470 1355 4530 4530 600 -
-50 90 280 310 740 2785 3865 640 -
-50 120 280 330 990 3645 4725 630 -
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part B (continued)

In view of the similarity of the results obtained at room
temperature, the testing at -50°C was restricted to the 60-,
90-, and 120-minute cures at 280°F,

A study of these results indicates that at room temperature,
Butoxy Ethyl uleate is somewhat faster curing than Paraflux
C-325 but that, in general, the physical properties obtain-
able are almost identical. At -30°C, the physical properties,
particularly the ultimate elongation, are virtually the same.

Therefore, a sufficient quantity of dual-purpose compound
using Butoxy Ethyl Oleate was prepared, and balloons were
manufactured and flown. The physical properties of this
compound and the flight results of the balloons are recorded
in Task A, Phase 3 and Phase 4.

Samples of two additional plasticizers were obtained, both
of them claimed by the manufacturers to confer excellent
low-temperature properties on neoprene compounds.

The first of these plasticizers bears the tradename,

Ohopex R-9, and was supplied by Stoney-Mueller. The second
is made by Harwick Standard Chemical Company and is sold
under the name of Plasticizer SC. In neither case is the
nature of the material disclosed.

Two compounds were prepared containing Ohopex R-9, and two
containing Plasticizer SC, the formulations for which are
given in Table 4l.

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure. However,
when plates were dipped from compound A2b-20, it proved
impossible to obtain a coherent film. It would appear that
this plasticizer solvates the neoprene polymer to such a
degree that the gel has insufficient strength to cohere,
bending to break away from the dipping form as soon as it

is deposited.

No further work was done with this compound, but physical
properties at room temperature and at -40°C were determined
on compound A2b-19 and A2b-21., Physical properties were
determined at room temperature and -70°C on compound A2b-22,
The results of these tests are given in Table 42,

A study of these results shows that Ohopex R-9 has properties

very similar to Dibutyl Sebacate at both room temperature
and at -40°C when tested in a day-flight compound.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part B (continued)

TABLE
FORMULATIONS OF COMPOUNDS CONTAINING
) R-9 OR PLASTICIZER SC

Formmlation No. A2b-19 | A2b-20 | A2b-21 | A2b-22
Neoprene 750 80.0 80.0 80.0 80.0
Neoprene 571 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
Neozone 'D! 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Ohopex R-9 6.25 25.0 - -
Plasticizer SC - - 6.25 25.0
Sulphur - 3.0 - 3.0
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 2, Part B (continued)

TABLE 442

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2b-19, A2b-21 AND A2b-22
TESTED AT ROCM-TEMPERATURE, -LOOC, AND -709C,

Test Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation

Campound | Temp. Time Temp. | at 2008 | at LOO% | at 600% | Str at Break
No. (oc.) | (mins) | (oF.) | (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi (%)
A2b-19 +20 60 280 125 185 275 2210 9L0
+20 90 280 10 190 280 21,0 90
+20 120 280 155 210 308 2320 920
=40 60 280 230 780 2875 3720 650
=40 90 280 255 820 3320 125 680
=40 120 280 250 845 3385 L330 670
A2b-21 +20 60 280 125 165 225 750 760
+20 90 280 115 150 250 1980 890
+20 120 280 120 180 320 2190 860

=40 60 280 - -~ - - frozen

~=Lo 90 280 - - - - frozen

=10 120 280 - .- - - frozen
A2b-22 +20 60 280 85 105 5 705 890
+20 9% 280 80 110 45 1390 980
+20 120 280 80 110 165 1000 900

=70 60 280 - - - - frozen

-70 9 280 - - - - frozen

-70 120 280 - - - - frozen
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part B (continued)

Since it shows no advantages over Dibutyl Sebacate and
because of its unsatisfactory behavior when the amount of
plasticizer is raised to 25 parts, no further work is planned
with this material.

Plasticizer SC is unsuitable in every way. Its low-
temperature characteristics are extremely poor, both compounds
freezing at the customary test temperature for the type of
compound under investigation. No further work is planned for
this material.

Part C: Antioxidants and Antiozonants

Investigations completed in a previous contract indicated that,
although present balloon compounds have very good oxygen and
ozone resistance, it is possible to effect further improve-
ments.,

Since it is necessary to perform flights to determine whether
such improvement results in better performance, sufficient
quantities of the two most promising antiozonants were ordered.
Efforts to prepare dispersions of these materials proved
unsuccessful, and the suppliers were not able to solve our
problems.

Two other materials of a similar chemical composition were,
therefore, obtained. These were Agerite DPPD from R, T,
Vanderbilt Company and Akroflex CD from E.I. du Pont de Nemours.
Agerite DPPD is stated by the manufacturer to be diphenyl-p-
phenylene diamine. Akroflex CD is a mixture of diphenyl-p-
phenylene diamine and N-phenyl-beta-naphthylamine.

No problems were encountered in dispersing either of these
materials, and three compounds were prepared. The formulations
are given in Table 43,

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure and cured
for 120 minutes at 240° F,, 260°F.,, and 280° F, Physical
properties were determined at room temperature, and the ozone
resistance was determined by exposing dumbell samples,
stretched 200%, to an ozone concentration of 80 parts per
million and determining the time to rupture. These results
are given in Table 44,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part C (continued)

TABLE
S VARIOUS ANTIOZONANTS

Formulation No. A2c-1 A2¢-2 A2¢-3
Neoprene 750 80.00 80.00 80.00
Neoprene 571 20.00 20.00 20.00
Zinc Oxide 5.00 5.00 5.00
Neczone 'D! 2.00 2.00 2.00
Accelerator 833 1.00 1.00 1.00
Sunaptic Acid 1.00 1.00 1.00
Aquarex SMO 0.50 0.5 0.50
Dibutyl Sebacate 6.25 6.25 6.25
N.B.C. A3.00 - -

Agerite DPFD - 3.00 -

Akroflex CD - - 3.00
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 2, Part C (continued)

':gsrzn AT ROOM TEMPERATURE

Cure | Cure |Modulus|Modulus|Modulus|Tensile |Elongation! Tear |[Time to
e ) B | o L T
(mins)
A2¢-1 120 | 240 | 1ko 175 325 1920 935 68 60
120 | 260 | 140 180 340 2050 930 73 110
120 | 280 | 1LS 175 355 2070 910 92 120
A2c-2 120 | 240 | 14O 195 h2o 1650 900 69 350
120 | 260 | 15 185 Loo 1805 870 76 320
120 | 280 | 165 215 550 2225 820 96 2l0%
A2¢-3 120 | 240 | 125 175 330 1535 910 58 55
120 | 260 | 130 165 285 1635 915 6L 80
120 | 280 | 125 175 260 1920 915 67 100

# Sample had not ruptured at conclusion of test.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 2, Part C (continued)

The standardization of the ozone chamber, and the method of
conducting the tests are described in Task B, Phase 2,

A study of the results in Table 44 shows that Agerite DPPD

is a much more effective antiozonant than N.B.C. or Akroflex

CD, the latter being approximately equal to N.B.C. Agerite
DPPD also results in a compound with higher modulus and lower
elongation than does N.B.C. or Akroflex CD. If the same tensile
strength as is obtained using N.B.C, is aimed for, then means of
increasing the elongation of the Agerite DPPD compound must be
sought.

A similar series of tests using small balloons was also
conducted in the ozone chamber, and the superiority of Agerite
DPPD as an antiozonant was confirmed, the life of the A2¢c-2
balloons being approximately six times that of the balloons
made from compounds A2c¢-1 and A2c-3.

* % %k %k % k *

During a previous investigation of antioxidants, it was
observed that Wingstay 'T', while being only a moderate anti-
oxidant, produced a compound with an unusually high elongation.
It was considered worthwhile to examine this property of
Wingstay 'T' further, and two compounds were prepared. The
formulations are given in Table 45,

Plates were dipped from these compounds according to
standard procedure and cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at
240°F, 260°F,, and 280°F, Physical properties were
determined at room-temperature, -40°C., and -50°C. The
results of these tests are given in Tables 46 through 48,
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FACTUAL DATA (cowrInvED)

TASK A Puasg 2 Parr C (conTINUED)

TABLE !é
FORMULATIONS OF COMPOUNDS CONTAINING WINGSTAY °T*
Formulation No, A2¢-~10 A2c-11
Neoprene 750 100,0 100,0
Zinc Oxide 1,0 5.0
Wingstay °'T* 2.0 2.0
N.B.C, 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1,0 1,0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1,0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5
Butyl Oleate 10,0 10,0

- 81 -




FACTUAL DATA (cownrrnven)
TASK A Puasg 2 Parr C (conrINUED)

TABLE gg
PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS -10 AND A2¢-11
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE
Cure Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile 1{ Elongation Tear
Compound | Time | Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break | Strength
No, (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
A2¢-10 60 240 85 100 180 1195 1200 50
90 240 90 110 195 1110 1180 56 -
120 240 95 115 185 1135 1165 55
60 260 95 120 200 1240 1135 57
90 260 80 105 150 1500 1230 51
120 260 105 125 160 1350 1165 54
60 280 100 120 165 1375 1225 60
90 280 135 145 195 2000 1100 79
120 280 125 150 190 1805 1060 89
A2¢-11 60 240 100 130 205 1245 1225 53
90 240 90 120 200 1270 1240 53
120 240 85 120 200 1225 1175 51
60 260 90 125 195 1170 1175 47
90 260 100 120 175 1330 1190 52
120 260 110 135 175 1515 1150 56
60 280 125 155 190 1350 111¢ 56
90 280 130 160 215 1830 990 81
120 280 120 155 190 1760 1070 78




FAGTUAL DATA (cownrINnuep)

TASK A Puasg 2 Parr C (coNTINUED)

TABLE W1

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2c¢-10 AND A2c-11

TESTED AT -40°C

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Blomgation
Compound Time TS"‘" at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break
No. (mins) | ("B) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) %)
A2c-10 60 240 115 175 925 2895 780
90 240 115 170 950 3390 780
120 240 120 180 940 3630 780
60 260 130 205 940 3370 780
90 260 140 240 1030 2665 750
120 260 120 185 940 3965 800
60 280 130 175 890 3585 800
90 280 130 190 1060 3845 780
120 280 130 175 1015 3155 740
A2c¢c-11 60 240 160 335 1170 3110 780
90 240 130 240 965 2695 760
120 240 135 245 925 3150 790
60 260 120 215 850 2775 780
90 260 105 195 880 3270 800
120 260 130 185 970 3965 820
60 280 110 205 830 3210 790
90 280 140 215 1525 3525 720
120 280 135 190 1215 3780 760




FACTUAL DATA (conTINUED)

TASK A Paaseg 2 Parnt C (coNTINUED)

TABLE 48
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2¢-10 AND A2¢-11
TESTED AT -5Q°C

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Blongation

Compound Time Tsmp. at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Bresk
No. (mins) | C°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) %)
A2¢-10 60 240 325 960 - 2645 570
90 240 420 890 - 2475 570
120 240 500 1160 - 3265 570
60 260 650 1320 3910 3910 600
90 260 765 1475 4235 4235 600
120 260 745 1510 4085 5030 640
60 280 775 1500 - 3875 580
90 280 985 1860 5000 5560 630
120 280 750 1690 4625 5300 620
A2¢-~-11 60 240 460 1040 - 2945 570
90 240 510 1120 - 3465 560
120 240 520 1105 3655 3980 620
60 260 530 1230 3795 4290 620
90 260 585 1285 4090 4580 630
120 260 570 1250 3955 5200 660
60 280 520 1280 3815 4705 650
90 280 825 1920 5065 5895 650
120 280 850 1805 4560 5540 640
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part C (continued)

A study of these results shows that, although the previous
figures were not confirmed, the incorporation of Wingstay 'T'
results in a significant increase in elongation at room-
temperature and at low temperatures. Since Neoprene 400

has a low elongation, it was felt that the addition of Wingstay
'T* might be beneficial in Neoprene 400 compounds.

Accordingly, two compounds wereée prepared, one of which
contained Wingstay 'T' and N.B.C. and the other Wingstay 'T'
only. Both compounds were based on Neoprene 400, and the
formulations are given in Table 49.

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure and cured
for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 240°F., 260°F,, and 280°F,
Physical properties were determined at room temperature, -40°C.,
and -50°C,

Because Neoprene 400 is reported to have much better ozoue
resistance than other neoprene polymers, it was decided to
determine the ozone resistance of these compounds also. The
results of these tests are given in Tables 50, 51 and 52.

A study of these results shows that at all temperatures
tested, A2c-14 (the compound that does not contain N.B.C.) has
higher elongation than A2c-13. Both compounds show very good
tear strength, particularly at the higher cures. The room-
temperature modulus is very high, and A2c-14 shows higher
tensile strength at room temperature at all cures except

120 minutes at 280°F.

The compound without N.B.C. (A2c¢c-14) shows much poorer

ozone resistance than the one containing N,B.C. (A2c-~13)., It
does, however, have a resistance to ozone comparable to a
standard balloon compound based on Neoprene 750,

These results indicate that Wingstay 'T' does improve the
elongation of Neoprene 400 although elimination of N,B.C.
seems to have a more marked effect. The modulus of these
compounds is excessively high, however, and the elongation
is too low for good balloon performance. Combinations of
Neoprene 750 and Neoprene 400 gave compounds with good
tensile strength and modulus, but the elongation was lower
than was desirable. It would seem, therefore, that the
addition of Wingstay 'T' to such compounds would result in
' the elongation desired.

Two compounds, the formulations of which are given in Table 53
were prepared to check the effect of adding Wingstay 'T' to
compounds containing combinations of Neoprene 750 and

Neoprene 400,
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FAQTUAL DATA (conTINUED)
TASX A Puasg 2 Parr C (conTINUED)

TABLE }i9

FORMULATIONS OF COMPOUNDS CONTAINING NEOPRENE 400
AND WINGSTAY °'T*

Formulation No, A2c-13 A2c-14
Neoprene 400 100,0 100,0
Zinc Oxide 1,0 1,0
Wingstay 'T* 2,0 2,0
N.B.C, 3.0 -
Accelerator 833 1,0 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1,0 1.0
Aquarex SMO . 0.5 0.5
Butyl Oleate 10,0 10,0
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FACTUAL DATA (cowTINUVED)
TASX A Prasg 2 Parr C (conTINUED)

TABLE 50
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2c-13 AND A2c-~14
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE
Cure | Cure | Modulus|Modulus{Modulus|Tensile [Elongation| Tear [Time to
Compound | Time |Temp.| at 200%|at 400%|at 600%|Strength| at Break |Strength|{Rupture
No, |{(mins)|(°B) | (psi) | (psi) | (psi) | (psi) (%) (1bs/in)|in Ozone
(mins)
A2c¢-13 60 240 350 890 1710 1960 700 142
90 240 340 890 1650 2025 695 148
120 240 345 890 1645 1880 655 145
60 260 375 905 1735 2295 725 181
90 260 350 815 1650 2280 750 177 140
120 260 345 845 1675 2690 785 181
60 280 420 865 1740 2805 735 218
90 280 400 900 1790 2660 755 228
120 280 385 965 1865 3055 780 245
A2c¢c-14 60 240 380 945 1785 2715 770 175
90 240 385 1090 1865 2915 785 186
120 240 385 1010 1910 2985 800 218
60 260 390 830 1690 3180 865 193
90 260 375 970 1690 3065 855 208 45
120 260 360 800 1545 2865 855 211
60 280 535 1120 1850 3125 810 225
90 280 500 1085 1855 3670 875 233
120 | 280 465 890 1570 3010 875 208
Standard
Balloon 50
Compound




FACTUAL DATA (conrINUED)
TASK A Prasg 2 Parr C (conTINUED)

TABLE 51

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2c-13 AND A2c-14

TESTED AT -40°C

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Blongation
Compound Time Temp, at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break
No. (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) %)
A2¢~-13 60 240 1980 3545 - 3840 430
90 240 2135 4315 - 4860 450
120 240 1845 3880 - 4215 440
60 260 2210 4320 - 4750 440
90 260 2085 3910 - 4700 450
120 260 2395 4550 - 5385 470
60 280 2290 4520 - 5250 470
90 280 4045 4200 - 5600 530
120 280 2225 4430 - 5530 490
A2c-14 60 240 2475 4430 - 5515 490
90 240 2385 4390 - 5985 540
120 240 2580 4560 6725 570
60 260 2475 4550 5525 540
90 260 2525 4750 - 6290 530
120 260 2230 4010 - 5245 530
60 280 2265 4115 - 5630 550
90 280 2125 3835 - 4855 490
120 280 2330 4215 - 5210 500




ACTUAL DATA (cownrinvuED)
TASK A Puasg 2 Parr C (conTINvED)

TABLE 52

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OR COMPOUND% A2¢-13 AND A2¢-14

TESTED AT -50°C

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation

Compound Time Temp, at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break
No, (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) %)
A2¢-13 60 240 2810 - - 4280 340
90 240 3265 - - 4535 360
120 240 2925 - - 4165 370
60 260 3380 5005 - 5795 430
90 260 3150 4880 - 5770 450
120 260 3600 5225 - 5800 530
60 280 3630 5290 - 5770 430
90 280 3660 - - 4865 380
120 280 3300 - - 4780 370
A2c-14 60 240 3700 5250 - 6010 470
90 240 3815 5615 - 6205 450
120 240 3450 5440 - 6345 470
60 260 3610 5500 - 6305 470
90 260 3630 5645 - 6805 500
120 260 3455 5210 - 5805 470
60 280 3205 4891 - 5555 450
90 280 3075 4950 - 5900 450
120 280 3170 4945 - 5395 430
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FACTUAL DATA (conrrnvep)
TASK A Puasg 2 Parr O (conTINUED)

FORMULATIONS OF COMPOUNDS CONTAINING NEOPRENE 750,
NEOFRZNE 400, AND WINGSTAY 'T*

Bormulation No, A2c-15 A2c-10
Neoprene 750 60,C 70,0
Neoprene 400 40,0 30,0
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0
‘Wingstay °'T?* 2.0 2,0
N.B.C. 3.0 3,0
Accelerator 833 1.0 1,0
Sunaptic Acid 1,0 1,0
Agquarex SMO 0.5 0.5
Butyl Oleate 10,0 10,0
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phagse 2, Part C (continued)

°

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure and

cured for 60, 90 and 120 minutes at 240°F., 260°F.,, and 280°F,
Physical properties were determined at room temperature.

It has been shown that Wingstay 'T' has no adverse effect

on low-temperature properties, and for this reason low-
temperature testing was omitted. The physical properties

at room temperature are given in Table 54,

A study of these results shows that the anticipated results
have been obtained. The physical properties of either of
these compounds suggest that balloons made from them should
perform extremely well,

During the course of a previous contract (DA-36-039-SC-38239),
it was established that Lytron 615, a polystrene latex, was
effective in raising modulus and maintaining elongation, both
at room temperature and at low temperatures. However, balloons
made from such compounds performed in a very erratic fashion
although some excellent flights were obtained. Initial tests
indicated that the compounds containing Lytron 615 had poor
ozone resistance.

The effect of adding Agerite DPPD to such compounds was
therefore investigated. Altogether, four compounds were
compared. These were identified as A3-105, A3-105 with

erite DPPD, A3-112, and A3-112 with N,B.C. Plates were
dipped according to standard procedure and cured for 120
minutes at 240°F,, 260°F,, and 280°F, Samples were exposed
to an ozone concentration of 80 parts per million, and the
results are recorded in Table 55.

These results show the ozone resistance of A3-112 is
superior to that of A3-112 with N.B.C. and equal to that of
A3-105, A3-105 with Agerite DPPD is much superior to A3-105
which further confirms the excellent protection afforded by
Agerite DPPD,

A sample of the antiozonant bearing the tradename B,T.N. was
received., This material is supplied by Henley and Company
and is claimed to be identical in chemical composition to
du Pont's N,B.C,

Since it has been established that N.B.C. confers specific
desirable properties on meteorological balloon films, it was
considered advisable to evaluate a possible alternate source for
this critical material.



FACTUAL DATA (conTINUED)
TASK A Praasg 2 Parr C (conTiNUED)

TABLE A

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2c-15 AND AZc-16
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE

Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation |  Tear
Compound | Time | Temp, | at 200% |at 400% | at 600%| Strength | at Break | Strength
No, (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
A2c¢-15 60 240 150 230 525 1360 925 67
90 240 150 235 520 1390 935 73
120 240 150 225 485 1600 965 75
60 260 155 235 525 1635 945 78
90 260 175 250 560 2000 960 85
120 260 180 285 655 2125 935 100
. 60 280 145 210 430 1830 1065 69
90 280 140 200 385 2160 1000 70
120 280 140 200 425 2410 980 87
A2c-16 60 240 120 190 350 1400 1030 54
90 240 115 170 305 1515 1075 60
120 240 110 165 295 1805 1120 64
60 260 75 110 175 1265 1155 46
90 260 90 120 175 1340 1160 50
120 260 105 130 190 1560 1135 53
60 280 135 185 355 1920 1020 76
90 280 140 200 385 2160 1000 70
120 280 140 200 425 2410 980 87
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FACTUAL DATA (cowrInvueDp)
TASK A Prasg 2 Parr C (conNTINUED)

TABLE

EFFECT OF AGERITE DPPD ON OZONE RESISTANCE OF COMPOUNDS
CONTAINING LYTRON 615

Cure Cure Time to

Compound No, Time Temp, Rupture

(mins) (°F) (mins)
A3-112 with N,B.C, 120 240 20
A3=112 12¢ 240 55
A3-105 120 240 40

A3-105 with DPPD 120 240 480+
A3-112 with N,B.C. 120 260 20
A3-112 120 260 145
A3-105 120 26C 150

A3-105 with DPPD 120 260 480+
A3-112 with N,B,C, 120 280 20
A3-112 120 280 110
A3-105 120 280 120
A3-105 with DPPD 120 280 480+
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part C (continued)

A compound identified as A2c¢c-17 was prepared. This compound
contained B,T.N, in place of N.B.C, but was otherwise identical
to compound A3-105., The formulations for these two compounds
are given in Table 56.

Plates were dipped from these compounds in accordance with
standard procedure and cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes

at 280°F. In view of the presumable chemical identity of

the two materials, the cure was restricted to one temperature
in order to reduce laboratory testing. Physical properties

of the films were determined at room temperature and at

-50°C,, and the results of these tests are recorded in Table 57,

A study of this table shows that B.T.N. tends to accelerate

the cure. Its antiozonant characteristics are equal to those
of N,.B.C.; therefore, this material may be considered to show
some practical advantages in that cure times could be reduced
with attendant gains in processing. The final characteristics
of the cured film, providing the cure time is adjusted to
produce the same state of cure, are identical to those obtained
using N.B.C,

In order to prove the flight performance of this material,
balloons were made from compound A2c¢-17 which was assigned
the number A3-128, The results of these flights are reported
in Task A, Phase 4.
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ZAQTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A.Pbase 2, Part ¢ (continued)
TABLE S§

FORMULATIONS DESIGNED TO DETERMINE PROPERTIES OF B,T,N,
Formulation No. A3-105 A2¢-17
Neoprene 750 | 80,0 80,0
Neoprene 571 20,0 20,0
Zinc Oxide 5,0 5.0
Neozone 'D* 2.0 2,0
N.B.C. 3.0 -
B.T.N. - 3.0
Accelerator 833 1,0 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate 6.25 . 6.25




FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 2, Part C (continued)

Test Cure | Cure Modulu; Moduhé.gg Modgé.g; Tensile | Elong. Tear
Compound | Temp, | Time | Temp.| at 200% | at at Str h | at Brk. | Strength
No. €c.)| (mins)| €F.)| (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi (%) (1bs/in)
A3-105 | +20 60 280 10 200 320 200 960 8L
+20 90 280 s 195 330 2387 930 80
+20 | 120 280 150 215 380 1980 880
A2¢-17 | +20 60 280 150 210 3 | 2168 935 8L
+20 9 280 10 200 325 2125 9Lo 78
+20 120 280 10 195 310 1815 905 72
A3-105 | =50 60 280 | 1%s%0 3420 - 5995 sko -
=50 90 280 | 2170 3585 - 5825 520 -
-0 | 120 280 | 2540 3620 - 5765 510 -
A2¢-17 | -50 60 280 | 2175 3335 - 6205 580 -
-50 90 280 | 2015 3335 - 6020 550 -
-50 | 120 280 | 1748 3210 - 5145 520 -
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2 (continued)
Part D: Accelerators

Previous investigations conducted during the course of

Contract No. DA-36-039-SC-72386 had indicated that Merac,

an accelerator produced by Pennsalt Chemical Corporation, was
somewhat superior to Accelerator 833 in that it provided higher
modulus without reducing elongation. This should result in
balloons with faster rates of ascent.

Accordingly, four compounds were designed, two of which
were standard day-flight types and two of which were fast-rising
types. These formulations are given in Table 58,

Plates were dipped from these compounds according to

standard procedure and cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at
2LO°F,, 260°F,.,, and 280°F, Physical properties were
determined at room temperature, and the results of these tests
are recorded in Table 59.

A study of these results shows that in the case of the

pair of compounds, A2a-4 and A2d-1, the use of Merac makes
little difference to the physical properties; there is a
slight loss in elongation at all cures, and no appreciable
gain in modulus. In the case of compounds A3-102 and A2d-2,
there is very little difference in any of the physical
characteristics.

Since Merac is a water-soluble accelerator and offers
certain promising advantages, it was considered worthwhile to
pursue this investigation further.

Therefore, four more compounds were designed, one pair of
which contained Neoprene 400 and had a sufficiently high
plasticizer content for dual-purpose balloons., The other
pair consisted of standard balloon compounds. In each pair,
one compound contained Accelerator 833 and the other contained
Merac. The formulations of these compounds are given in
Table 60,

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure and

cured for 60, 90 and 120 minutes at 240°F., 260°F., and
280°F. The physical properties were determined at room
temperature, at -70°C, in the case of A3-119 and A2d-3, and
at -50°C., in the case of A3-105 and A2d-4. The temperature
of -50°C, was used of necessity and not by choice because the
cold box temperature regulator would not maintain temperature
accurately at above -50°C., The results of these tests are
given in Tables 61 and 62.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part D (continued)

TABLE 58
ONS_DESIGNED TO D T OoF TAC
ACCRIERATOR 833 WITH MERAC
Formulation No. A2a-) A24-1 A3-102 A2d-2
Neoprene 750 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Z2inc Oxide 5.0 5.0 5.0 S.0
Neozone 'D' 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0 - 1.0 -
Merac - 1.0 - 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Butyl Oleate 10.0 10.0 5.0 5.0
Sulphur - - 3.0 3.0
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FAGIUAL PATA (coxrrnven)
TASL 4 Pysax 3 Panr D (cowrinvep)

TABLE 59
R OF QOMPO a-4 - - e
EST. ROOM_TEMPERATURE
Cutd® | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elengatiom Tear
Compound | Time | Temp,| at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength| at Break Strength
No, (mins)| (°B) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
A2a-4 60 240 55 100 190 980 1150 37
90 240 65 110 200 1085 1140 37
120 240 90 120 210 1150 1135 43
60 260 100 120 170 1430 1110 48
90 260 100 125 175 1445 1110 55
120 260 90 120 170 1430 1130 48
60 280 110 135 175 1500 1095 35
90 280 115 150 195 1700 1045 56
120 280 125 170 220 1900 980 63
A2d-1 60 240 85 135 265 1160 1025 43
90 240 95 130 250 1220 1030 42
120 240 95 135 255 1150 1038 46
60 260 100 130 190 1325 1050 47
90 260 115 155 250 1315 950 51
120 260 110 150 255 1510 900 48
60 280 105 130 180 1470 970 51
90 280 115 150 215 1575 945 35
120 280 130 165 235 1570 880 63
A3-102 - 60 240 120 175 300 1560 980 38
%0 240 125 180 305 1570 970 68
120 240 135 185 315 1830 935 70
60 260 150 190 315 2005 935 80
90 260 155 200 380 1910 890 78
120 260 165 215 530 2070 830 78
60 280 180 250 820 2110 750 86
90 280 185 255 940 2200 735 84
120 280 175 245 850 2070 710 78
Add-2 60 240 120 175 330 1560 970 58
90 240 120 170 325 1670 980 59
120 240 130 175 325 1680 965 63
60 260 165 215 435 2070 875 75
90 260 165 210 533 1950 800 T6
120 260 170 220 630 1850 750 78
60 280 180 240 875 2143 750 82
90 280 180 245 875 2085 735 81
120 280 180 250 940 2120 715 79
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 2, Part D (continued)

Formulation No, A3-119 A2d-3 A3-105 A2d.)y
Neoprene 750 70.0 70.0 80.0 80.0
Neoprene 1400 30.0 30.0 - -
Neoprene 571 - - 20.0 20.0
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
Neozone 'D! 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0 - 1.0 -
Merac - 1.0 - 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Butyl Oleate 25.0 25.0 - -
Dibutyl Sebacate - - 6.25 6.25
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FACTUAL DATA (cowrrwums)

TASK 4 Pussg 2 Pant D (cowriwwen)
TABLE.61
PHYSICAL PROPEXTIES OF COMPOUNDS A3-119, A2d-3, A3-103, AND A2d-4
TESTED ROOM TEMP B
Cure | Cure | Medulus | Modulus | Medulus | Tensile | Elengatien Tearx
Cempeund | Time | Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break | Stremgth
Ne, (mins)| (*F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
A3-119 60 240 85 165 340 810 833 42
90 240 95 165 335 895 850 48
120 240 105 175 355 845 8238 40
60 260 105 170 415 1250 880 45
90 260 115 195 435 1380 863 55
120 260 110 180 445 1253 850 47
60 280 1238 195 455 1330 870 54
90 280 130 215 510 1540 860 71
120 280 130 230 630 1530 845 65
A24-3 60 240 110 195 420 765 760 39
90 240 115 200 4353 1110 830 44
120 240 130 195 435 690 755 57
60 260 135 215 530 1320 850 54
90 260 135 220 530 1345 845 57
120 260 135 220 53C 1350 840 62
60 280 150 240 590 1445 850 59
90 280 150 270 665 1600 840 73
120 280 155 260 650 1565 825 68
A3-105 60 240 110 135 250 1230 1080 é1
90 240 115 145 245 1520 1105 60
120 240 130 170 240 1590 1060 72
60 260 125 165 230 1765 1070 67
90 260 130 170 245 1875 1080 82
120 ‘260 145 175 245 2315 1070 82
60 280 135 165 230 1950 1000 62
90 280 140 175 250 1870 935 69
120 280 140 180 300 1930 880 69
A2d-4 60 240 115 170 325 1380 1040 63
90 240 140 180 320 - 1585 935 63
120 240 140 180 320 1645 905 64
60 260 135 185 320 1675 890 64
90 260 150 185 325 1675 880 70
120 260 150 190 3258 1685 870 66
60 280 140 175 280 1620 870 53
90 280 145 180 285 1590 850 53
120 280 145 185 30s 1840 845 72




FACTUAL DATA (coxrrwvep)
TASKE A Prasg 2 Paps D (cowrrwuxp)

'ABLE_02
PROPERTIES OF MPOUNDS -119 ~3 TESTED AT -~-70*
AND OF QCMPOUNDS A3-105 AND A2d-4 TESTED AT -50°C
[ ]
‘Cure Cure | Test Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elangatien
Cempeund Time Temp, | Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break
No, (mins) | (°F) (*c) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) %)
A3-119 60 240 ~70 1935 3395 - 3930 440
90 240 -70 1823 3440 - 4480 480
120 240 -70 1890 3490 - 4420 430
60 260 =70 2130 4135 - 5228 490
90 260 =70 2195 4090 - 49758 470
120 260 ~70 2095 4010 - 4880 450
60 280 -70 1900 3855 - 4698 480
90 280 -70 2680 4820 - 50958 420*
120 280 -70 2980 - - 4710 360*
A24-3 60 240 =70 1980 3585 - 4680 460
90 240 ~70 1955 3700 - 4740 500
120 240 =70 2155 3855 - 4630 470
60 260 -70 2090 3750 - 5030 490
%0 260 -70 2338 4235 - 5215 460
120 260 =70 2120 3990 - 5350 490
60 280 =70 2240 3290 - 4910 520
90 280 -70 2570 3730 - 4920 500
120 280 ~70 2815 4660 - 5655 490
A3-105 60 240 -50 1040 2008 - 4360 390
90 240 -50 925 1755 - 4330 580
120 240 ~50 1020 1910 - 4380 590
60 260 -50 1000 1920 4375 4890 610
90 260 ~50 1025 1780 4290 4730 620*
120 260 -~-50 1315 1900 4480 5345 630*
60 280 -50 1720 2585 5870 5870 60Q*
90 280 -50 1650 3320 6790 6900 610*
120 280 -50 2415 3575 - 3640 550%*
A2d~-4 60 240 -50 840 1325 4470 4520 630
90 240 -50 900 2120 - 4880 590
120 240 -50 1005 2320 ~ 4700 590
60 260 -50 1510 2720 - 5050 560
90 260 -50 1600 2840 - 5100 550
120 260 -50 1625 3050 - 5520 530
60 280 -50 1505 2200 - 4930 580
90 280 -50 1390 1500 3173 4812 660
120 280 -50 1785 2783 6310 6310 600*
* Cold Flow
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part D (continued)

A study of these results shows that Merac produces a very
flat-curing compound which is less susceptible to variations
in temperature and time and reaches optimum physical
properties at lower cures than does Accelerator 833, This
appears to be true for all the compounds tested.

In addition, Merac has slightly superior low temperature
characteristics than does Accelerator 833 showing less
tendency toward cold flow although the breaking elongation
is in general no greater.

It would appear from these results that Merac is worthy
of further investigation, and balloons for flight testing
were made from a compound containing this accelerator.
The results are recorded in Task A, Phase 4.

It has been customary throughout this study to use one
part of accelerator for 100 parts of neoprene in all
experimental formulae, It was considered of interest to
determine the effect of varying the amount of accelerator,
and two accelerators (Merac and Accelerator 833) were
selected for this investigation.

Right compounds were prepared, four containing 0.5, 1.0,

2,0, and 3.0 parts of Merac, respectively, and four

containing similar parts of Accelerator 833. The formulations
for these compounds are given in Table 63.

Plates were dipped from these compounds according to standard
procedure and cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 240°F,,
260°F,, and 280°F, Physical properties were determined at
room temperature and at -40°C at those cures which are
normally considered optimum for each of these compounds

with one part of accelerator. The results of these tests

are given in Tables 64, 65 and 66.

A study of the tables confirms that Merac is an extraordinar-
ily flat-curing accelerator. The room-temperature physical
properties show virtually no change with 0.5, 1.0, 2.0, or 3.0
parts in the compound or at any cure time and temperature
tested other than the 240°F, cures. This is unquestionably

a very desirable property in a balloon compound because of

the difficulties associated with exposing the whole surface

of a balloon to the same temperature for the same time.

At -40°C,, however, increasing the amount of Merac results

in improved elongation.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part D (continued)

TABLE 63
FORMULATIONS OF OOMPOUNDS CONTAINING VARYING QUANTITIES OF MERAC AND ACCELERATOR 833
Formulation No, A2d-5 | A2d-6 A2d-7 | A2d4-8 A2d-9 | A2d-10 | A2d-11 | A2d-12
Neoprene 750 80.0 80,0 80.0 80.0 80.0 80,0 80.0 80,0
Neoprene 571 20.0 20,0 20,0 20.0 20,0 20.0 20.0 20.0
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
Neozone 'D' 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 - 3.0
Sunaptic Acid 1,0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1,0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate | 6,25 6.25 6.25 6.25 6.25 6.25 6.25 6.25
Merac 0.5 1.0 2.0 3.0 - - - -
Accelerator 833 - - - - 0.5 1.0 2:; 3.0
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part D (continued)

TABLE 6

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2d-5, A2d-6, A2d-7, AND A2d-8
IESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation Tear
Compound | . Time Temp, at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break |Strength
No. (mins) | (°F) "(psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)

A2d-5 60 240 120 185 315 1385 900 67
90 240 125 185 335 1630 900 62

120 240 135 205 390 1750 870 70

60 260 155 200 - 420 2140 880 62

90 260 155 210 430 2090 880 64

120 260 165 220 435 2135 860 64

60 280 170 215 385 1815 860 72

90 280 165 215 405 2230 865 77

120 280 160 220 390 2210 870 71

A2d-6 60 240 135 195 375 1600 930 55
90 240 155 210 415 1885 875 65

120 240 160 215 420 1885 865 64

60 260 160 230 425 2045 880 62

90 260 160 215 420 1980 870 68

120 260 160 225 425 2100 870 67

60 280 155 215 400 1920 880 63

90 280 160 215 400 2020 870 77

120 280 155 210 405 1870 850 82

A2d-7 60 240 145 210 395 1700 880 71
90 240 150 210 415 1830 860 84

120 240 150 215 420 1950 850 76

60 260 155 215 430 1970 870 59

90 260 160 215 430 2050 860 57

120 260 155 220 430 2115 860 59

60 280 150 200 390 1975 880 72

90 280 140 205 385 2100 875 69

120 280 140 200 395 2015 860 68

A2d-8 60 240 140 205 380 1735 .880 67
‘ 90 240 140 205 410 1730 860 70

120 240 150 210 420 1830 845 70

60 260 140 210 420 2085 870 62

90 260 140 220 425 2085 870 62

120 260 140 220 420 2115 880 58

60 280 140 200 395 1685 875 62

90 280 140 200 390 1840 860 62

120 280 140 200 385 1700 840 62
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part D (continued)

TABLE 65
PH PROP F NDS A2d- A2d-1 A2d-11 A2d-
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE
Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation Tear
Compound Time Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break | Strength
No. (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (ibs/in)
A24d-9 60 240 135 185 320 1500 970 63
90 240 155 200 355 1650 910 63
120 240 160 205 365 1725 870 62
60 260 155 210 365 1790 890 66
90 260 160 220 385 1800 875 65
120 260 165 225 370 1915 870 64
60 280 150 185 30s 1700 870 63
90 280 155 185 335 1890 880 68
120 280 150 185 330 1780 870 61
A24-10 60 240 90 130 220 1430 1140 57
90 240 110 150 240 1600 1075 58
120 240 125 170 280 1750 975 56
60 260 135 180 315 1920 960 60
90 260 140 180 325 1930 940 60
120 260 145 180 330 1990 935 58
60 280 145 190 295 2030 980 , 68
90 280 150 200 3257 2100 940 * 73
120 280 155 200 335 2115 900 73
A2d-11 60 240 70 125 230 1340 1155 47
90 240 85 130 235 1535 1135 47
120 240 100 140 245 1545 1100 50
60 260 110 145 195 1765 1170 50
90 260 110 135 200 1635 1140 51
120 260 120 150 205 1845 1125 51
60 280 130 160 205 1890 1210 62
90 280 135 170 230 2200 1080 75
120 280 140 180 290 2315 970 80
A2d-12 60 240 75 110 190 1350 1235 50
90 240 85 115 210 1370 1185 55
120 240 90 125 215 1505 1145 55
60 260 105 135 175 1885 1200 58
90 260 115 135 190 1860 1170 63
120 260 120 140 190 1955 1170 58
60 280 115 140 180 1780 1260 62
90 280 120 140 180 1845 1240 59
120 280 130 160 220 1915 1090 62
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 2, Part D (continued)

TABLE 66
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2d-5 THROUGH A2d-12
TESTED AT -L0°C,
s | S | S, | SR | T | | S, | S
No. (mins) | (°F.) | (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
A2d-5 90 260 285 660 33%0 3685 610
A2d-6 90 260 265 510 35L5 L100 650
a24-7 90 260 230 Lso 2880 L1950 670
A24-8 ) 260 210 L85 2625 5050 700
A2d-9 120 280 280 1125 5000 5340 610
A2d-10 120 280 255 575 3820 Lsko 630
A24-11 120 280 265 510 2525 L500 680
rgzd-lz 120 280 230 L85 2350 3675 700
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 2, Part D (continued)

The behavior of Accelerator 833 is unexpected and most
interesting. While this accelerator is relatively flat
curing at any one concentration, variations in the amount
of accelerator produce considerable variations in physical
characteristics., It is particularly noteworthy that in-
creasing the amount of accelerator in the compound sub-
stantially increases the rocom-temperature elongation and
reduces the modulus.

A similar set of compounds based on a dual-purpose compound
(A3-104) was now prepared, the amount of accelerator being
varied from 1,0 to 3,0 parts. The formulations of these
compounds are given in Table 67.

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure and cured
for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 250°F,, it having been
previously established that this is the optimum curing
temperature for this type of compound. Physical properties
were determined at room temperature and at -70°C.,, and the
results of these tests are given in Tables 68 and 69,

A study of these tables shows that the extremely flat-curing
characteristics of Merac are equally apparent when this
accelerator is used in a dual-purpose compound, However,

at 70°C., there is no comparable improvement in elongation
as was shown at -40°C, for a day-flight compound.

In the case of the compounds containing Accelerator 833,
the elongation at -70°C., is virtually independent of the
amount of accelerator., 1In the case of the compounds
containing Merac, there is a possibly a slight improvement
as the amount of accelerator increases. This is, however,
of no significant value as far as balloon flights are
concerned,

According to information received from du Pont, it is
possible to compound Neoprene 750 using Thiocarbanilide as
the accelerator and produce films which will develop
elongations of 1000% without curing at elevated temperatures.

Two compounds were, therefore, prepared, one of which
contained no plasticizer and the other 5 parts of plasticizer
and 10 parts of Mistron Vapor in order to provide a higher
modulus, It was felt that this accelerator would tend to
show very low modulus characteristics in the standard test
formula., These formulations are given in Table 70.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 2, Part D (continued)

Formulation No, A2d-13 A2d-14 A2d-15 A2d-16 A24-17 A2d-18
Neoprene 750 80.0 80.0 80.0 80.0 80.0 80.0
Neoprene 571 10.0 10,0 10.0 10,0 0.0 10.0
‘Neoprene 735 10.0 10.0 10,0 10,0 10.0 10.0
Ziﬁc Oxide 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2,5
Neozone 'D’ 1.0 1,0 1,0 1.0 1.0 1,0
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1,0 1,0 1.0 1,0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
Butyl Oleate 22.5 22,5 22,5 22,5 22,5 22.5
Sulphur . 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
‘Accelerator 833 1.0 2,0 3.0 - - -
Merac - - - 1,0 2,0 3.0
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MTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 2, Part D (continued)

: Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation Tear
Compound Time Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break | Strength
No. (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (ibs/in)

A24-13 60 250 95 140 290 1405 830 3s
' 90 250 100 155 300 1450 830 35
120 250 95 150 295 1430 810 40

A2d4-14 60 250 95 135 270 1350 855 40
90 250 100 145 275 1570 850 45

120 250 100 - 155 290 1600 840 45

A2d4-13 60 250 95 140 240 1475 885 40
90 250 100 145 285 1620 865 40

120 250 100 155 295 1670 845 45

A2d-16 60 250 9s 145 280 1370 815 40
90 250 100 150 280 1470 820 40

120 250 100 150 275 1440 815 3s

A24-17 60 250 95 150 280 1335 815 40
: 90 250 105 150 280 1440 815 40

120 250 100 150 290 1450 815 40

A24-18 60 250 100 140 260 1400 820 40
.0 250 108 140 280 1400 815 40

120 250 100 150 280 1440 815 45
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part D (continued)

TABLE §9
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2d-13 THROUGH A2d-18
' TBSTED AT -70°C
‘ Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Blongation
~ Compound Time Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break
‘ (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
A2d-13 60 250 1090 2235 - 3380 520
- 90 250 - 1275 2830 - 4235 500
120 250 1680 3040 - 3840 480
A2d-14 | 60 250 | 1300 2575 - 4035 520
90 250 1475 2710 - 4100 | so0
120 250 1445 2660 - 3740 - 490
A2d-15 60 250 1085 2400 - 3940 520
90 250 1150 2660 - 3920 520
120 250 1200 2785 - 3555 480
A2d4-16 60 250 1180 1860 - 2720 500
90 250 1370 2470 - 4230 530
120 250 1550 3000 - 4635 530
A2d4-17 60 250 1300 2585 - 4100 510
90 250 1530 2700 - 4290 520
120 250 1780 3100 - 4415 510
A2d-18 60 250 1410 2710 - 4590 540
90 250 1210 2655 - 4360 520
120 250 1880 2800 - 4595 520
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 2, Part D (continued)

TABLE J0_
FORMULATJONS OF QOMPOUNDS CONTAINING THIOCARBANILIDE
Formulation No, A2d-19 A24-20
Neoprene 750 100,0 100.0
Zinc Oxide 5,0 5.0
Neozone 'D?* 2.0 2,0
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0
Thiocarbanilide 2.0 2,0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1.0
Dibutyl Sebacate - 5.0
Mistron Vapor - 10,0
ABLE J1
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF QOMPOUNDS A2d-19 AND A2d-20
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE AND AT -40°C
Test Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation
Compound | Temp, | Temp, at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break
No, (°C) (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) %)
A2a-19 +20 70 95 170 410 1650 1180
-40 70 740 1000 2900 2900 600
A2a-20 +20 70 125 235 465 1250 055
-40 70 445 1110 - 1890 580
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part D (continued)

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure and
allowed to dry at room temperature, Physical
characteristics were determined at room temperature

and at -40°C., and the results of these tests are given
in Table 71.

A study of these results indicates that this curing

system may be of considerable interest. Elimination of
high temperature curing is apt to result in more uniformity
in physical properties throughout the balloon.

The characteristics of both compounds, particularly in
view of the extremely low plasticizer content in each case,
are quite satisfactory; and the relatively high modulus

is also interesting.

It is, however, felt that a careful study of the aging
characteristics of these compounds must be undertaken
before proceeding to the manufacture of balloons for flight,

Part E: Polymers other than Neoprene

Poly-isoprene, which is a synthetic form of natural rubber
with the same chemical structure, has recently been made
available by Shell Chemicals in latex form,

The use of natural latex in meteorological balloons except
for night-flight was discontinued during World War II when
a successful neoprene balloon was developed by Kaysam,
Subsequently, a successful neoprene night-flight balloon
was also developed by Kaysam, and the use of natural latex
was abandoned entirely. One reason for this was the
necessity for eliminating reliance on an overseas source
for a vital material.

However, natural latex possesses certain inherent advantages
over neoprene, in particular its much superior freeze
resistance, With a domestic source of poly-isoprene latex
now available, it would be wise to evaluate this material as
a potential meteorological balloon compounding ingredient.

A preliminary investigation of poly-isoprene latex from
Shell Chemical Corporation was carried out. Although this
material is claimed by the manufacturer to behave in a
manner similar to natural latex, it was found to be much
more critical.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part E (continued)

The mechanical and chemical stability of the latex system is
much less than that of natural latex or of neoprene latex
and calls for much more careful compounding and subsequent
handling. The initial compound made according to the
recommendations of the supplier showed extremely low

tensile strength, excessive permanent set, and a tendency
for the stretched film to relax substantially over a small
area which became extremely thin compared with the rest of
the film,

Increasing the sulphur content to a minimum of 2.5 parts
resulted in a firmer gel and a cured film which no longer
exhibited the characteristics described above, However,
the maximum tensile strength obtainable was 1600 psi with
an elongation of 1100%, This falls far below the
manufacturer's claim of tensile strength in the order of
5500 ps;, although the elongation is similar to the claim
of 1050%.

The latex compound which produced a film having even this
tensile strength was extremely unstable showing a rapid
rise of viscosity after compounding, a substantial fall in
pH, and a strong tendency to flocculate upon agitation.

The strength of the wet gel was poor and showed the same
tendency as did the uncured film to relax in one small
area and then to continue stretching until it ruptured
without developing sufficient modulus for the rest of the
gel to expand,

Discussion with representatives of Shell Chemical Corpora-
tion resulted in the suggestion that this sample of
poly-isoprene latex was defective; therefore, a further
sample of this material was obtained.

Three compounds were prepared, one of which was that recom-
mended by the supplier and is designated A2e-1. The
remaining two compounds contained changes in the acceleration
system, and these formulae are given in Table 72.

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure and
cured for the time and at the temperature recommended by
the supplier. At the same time, a small balloon form was
dipped, and the gels stripped and inflated. The gel
obtained with compound A2e-2 proved to be so weak and to
distort to such a degree on stripping that it was of no
value, and no physical properties were determined. The
properties shown by compounds A2e-1l and A2e-3 are given
in Table 73.
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 2, Part E (continued)

TABLE 72
ON SHELL'S POLY-ISOPRENE LA
Formulation No, A2e-1 A2e-2 A2e-3
Poly-isoprene 700 100,0 100,0 100,0
Zinc Oxide 2.0 2.0 2.0
Sulphur 2,0 2.0 2,0
Ethyl Zimate 1,25 - -
Merac - 1,0 -
Butyl Zimate - - 1.0
Antioxidant 1,0 1.0 1,0
TABLE T3

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A2e-1 AND A2e-3

TESTED AT +20°C

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation
Compound Time Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break
No. (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
A2e-1 60 212 85 125 170 2000 1300
60 250 70 105 185 2465 1150
A2e-3 60 212 110 215 465 2020 920
60 250 100 210 525 2280 910
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TASK A, Phase 2, Part F (continued)

A study of these results shows that the physical properties
are generally unsatisfactory and do not compare with those
claimed by the manufacturer. According to the supplier,
compound A2e-1 should have a tensile strength of 5950 psi,
and an elongation of 97%.

The balloon gels which were obtained from these two compounds
were also completely unsatisfactory. It was impossible to
strip the gels without severe distortion and the creation of
weak areas unless the gels were leached on the form in hot
water for 60 minutes.

After such leaching, the gel from compound A2e-1 still
expanded very unevenly although it was possible to obtain a
fairly spherical expanded gel. However, upon deflation, the
balloon recovered to such an extent that it was very little
longer than when originally stripped. 1In addition, there

were wrinkled areas corresponding to the outside of the flutes.

The gels from compound A2e-3 also showed almost 100% re-
covery to their original length, and it is to be presumed
that the hot water leach has, in effect, cured the balloon
and this is why the gel can be stripped without distortion.

Further discussions with representatives of Shell Chemical
Corporation did little to encourage additional work with
poly-isoprene. However, it was decided that this research
was incomplete without the evaluation of a poly-isoprene
type; and, therefore, work was started with natural latex.

The major problem associated with the use of natural latex
in meteorological balloon compounds is its poor ozone
resistance. Three compounds were, therefore, prepared
incorporating varying amounts of N.B.C. The formulations
for these compounds are given in Table 74,

Plates were dipped from these compounds according to
standard procedure and cured for 60 mirutes at 230°F,
Physical properties were determined at room-temperature
and at -40°C, and -50°C,, and the results of these tests
are given in Table 75,

A study of these results shows that all three compounds

have very similar physical properties which appear to be

very satisfactory for meteorological balloons. However,

it was observed that N.B.C. in a natural latex compound
results in an extremely rapid pre-cure, the compound becoming
unusable in three days.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phagse 2, Part E (continued)

TABLE

FORMULATTONS OF NATURAL LATEX COMPOUNDS

Formmlation No. A2e-L A2e-5 A2e-6
Natural Latex 100.00 100.00 100,00
KOH 0.25 0.25 0.25
Aquarex 'D' 0.10 0.10 0.10
Zinc Oxide 0.50 0.50 0.50
Neozone ‘D! 2.00 2,00 2.00
N.B.C. 1.00 2.00 3.00
Merac 1.50 1.50 1.50
Sulphur 1,00 1.00 1,00
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! AL, DATA (continued)
ASK A, Phage 2, Part E (continued)

TABLE

S _OF C

)

=), A2E~S. AND A2e<6

TESTED AT ROOM-TEMPERATURE, -L0OC, AND -509C,

Test Cure | Cure Hodulu; Modtﬁlu; Mod%g; Tensile Elong. Tear "
Compound | Temp, | Time | Temp.| at 200% | at LOO% | at Strength | at Break | Strengt
No. |€C.)| (mins)| CF.)| (pai) | (psi) | (psit) | (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
A2e-l +20 60 230 110 155 3% 2850 985 162
=10 60 230 120 190 665 1335% 850%
-50 60 230 130 220 725 1L90% 800*
A2e-5 +20 60 230 9 160 360 2035 985 82
=40 60 230 15 185 650 1,20% 850%
-50 60 230 125 210 715 1510+ 825%
A2e-6 +20 €0 230 95 185 370 2330 970 9
=40 60 230 120 205 6%0 1780% 8Lo*
=50 60 230 120 235 770 1595% 830%

*Samples reached limit of test equipment without breaking.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2, Part E (continued)

A further series of natural latex compounds was, therefore,
designed in which different types of antiozonants well-known
to be compatible with natural latex, were incorporated.

The formulations for these compounds are given in Table 76,

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure, and
films were cured for 60 and 90 minutes at 212°F, Physical
properties were determined at room temperature, and the
appearance of the films after exposure to ultra-violet
radiation in air (which creates ozone) was observed. The
results of these tests are given in Table 77.

It is immediately apparent from a study of these results
that the comditions of test for ozone resistance are much
too severe, or else even the improved antiozonants now
available are completely inadequate to provide the necessary
protection, The physical properties of compounds A2e-7 and
A2e-1l1l, otherwise, appear to be perfectly satisfactory;

and in order to determine the ozone resistance in operating
conditions, balloons should now be made and flight tested.
Such balloons should be designed to reach an altitude of
100,000 feet in order to be certain that the maximum
atmospheric ozone concentration will be encountered in
flight,

It was suggested at this time that Barak, supplied by

E. I. du Pont and described as Dibutyl Ammonium Oleate,
might be of value in curing poly-isoprene latex compounds:
The following two compounds were, therefore, prepared:

A2e-12 A2e-13

Poly-isoprene 700 100.0 100.0
Zinc Oxide 2.0
Sulphur 2,0 2,0
Ethyl-zimate 0.5 0.5
Barak 0.75 0.75
Antioxidant 1.0 1.0

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure, One
set was leached for 30 minutes in cold water, and one set
for 30 minutes in hot water. The films were cured for 15
minutes and 30 minutes at 212°F,, and physical properties
were determined at room temperature. The results of these
tests are given in Table 78,
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 2, Part E (continued)

TABLE 176
FORMULATIONS OF NATURAL LATEX COMPOUNDS

Formulation No, A2e-7 A2e-8 A2e-9 A2e-10 Ale-11
Natural Latex 100,00 100,00 100,00 100.00 100,00
KOH 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25
Aquarex 'D' 0.10 0.10 0.10 0.10 0.10
Zinc Oxide 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25
Sulphur 0.75 0.75 0.75 0.75 0,75
Neozone 'D' 1,00 1,00 1,00 1,00 -
Santowhite

Crystals 2,00 5.00 2,00 2,00 2,00
Agerite DPPD - - 2.00 4.00 2,00
GL-~5 Emulsion 2,00 2.00 2,00 2,00 2,00
Setsit 51 1,00 1,00 1,00 1,00 1,00
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 2, Part E (continued)

Cure | Cure |Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elong. | Appearance
Compound | Time | Temp. | at 200% | at LOOZ | at 600% | Str at Break | after Exposed '
No. (mins) | (°r,) | (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi (%) to UV 20 mins,
A2e-T7 60 212 165 205 370 2kos 1020 | very severely
% 212 150 210 365 2215 970 attacked
A2e-8 60 212 155 270 595 2800 950 | very severely
9% 212 125 210 330 80 960 attacked
A2e-9 60 212 200 285 715 3045 840 | very severely
90 212 185 315 860 3610 850 attacked
A2e-10 60 212 200 325 850 3750 855 | very severely
9 212 170 310 900 3585 845 attacked
A2e-11 60 212 0 175 k10 2390 970 | very severely
9 212 125 190 370 2145 985 attacked
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phagse 2, Part E (continued)

re uL .-

bt LB

AND A2e-13 TESTED AT ROOM-TEMPERATURE

OF POLY-ISOPRENE COMPOUND A%e

leach | Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation
Compound | Temp., | Time | Temp.| at 200% | at LOOZ | at 600% | Strength | at Break
No. | (°F.) |(mins)| (°F.)| (psi) | (psi) | (psi) (p::‘gt (%)

A2e-~12 50 15 212 55 50 50 55 1585
S0 30 212 60 60 65 85 1oks
180 15 212 55 L5 L5 65 1900
180 30 212 55 L5 L5 7 1815
A2e-13 50 15 212 (4] s s 2795 1345
50 30 212 9 135 200 26l5 1185
180 15 212 75 15 155 2235 1370
180 30 212 ] 15 190 2670 1195
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 2, Part E (continued)

A study of these results shows that compound A2e-12 has

the same chewing-gum characteristics originally encountered
with this material. Extremely high elongations can be
attained, but no tensile strength is developed. Compound
A2e-13, however, gives the best physical properties yet
obtained with poly-isoprene., Apart from the rather low
modulus, these physical properties are quite acceptable

for a balloon film, the room-temperature elongation being
impressively high.

This does not mean that balloons can be made by the gel
expansion process from this material, but it does suggest
that further work should be conducted with poly-isoprene.

Part F: Reinforcing Fillers

The use of carbon black confers excellent physical
properties on a balloon film compound but is prejudicial

to day flights because of its high infra-red radiation
absorption. It was therefore decided to investigate
Mistron Vapor, a very fine-particle-size talc, manufactured
by The Sierra Talc Company.

Three compounds containing Mistron Vapor were prepared,
the formulations of which are given in Table 79. Plates
were dipped from these compounds according to standard
procedure and cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 280°F,
Physical properties were determined at room-temperature
and at -40°C., and the results of these tests are given
in Table 80,

A study of these results shows that inclusion of Mistron
Vapor in the compound results in a substantial increase in
the modulus of the compound. The tensile strength is also
increased, although to a lesser degree, and there is a
relatively small loss in elongation.

At -40°C,.,, there is an increase in the modulus at 200%,
but the modulus at 400% and 600% and the tensile strength
show relatively little change as does the elongation. It
would appear, therefore, that Mistron Vapor can satis-
factorily be used to increase the modulus of neoprene
balloon compounds and that this characteristic might be of
considerable value in the design of fast-rising balloon
compcunds.,

Initial tests were made with zinc resinate obtained under
the tradename of Zirex-DG-6566-01 from Newport Industries..
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
'mx A, gha.ulz, Part P (continued)

TABLE 79

EGRMJLATIONS OF COMPOUNDS CONTAINING MISTRON VAPQR
Fermulation No, A2f-1 A2f-2 A2f-3
Neoprene 750 80.0 80,0 80,0
Neoprene 571 ' . 20.0 20.0 20,0
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0 5.0
Neezene 'D’ 2.0 2,0 2.0
N.B.C. 3.0 3,0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1,0 1.0 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1.0 1.0
Aguarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5
‘Dibutyl Sebacate 6.25 6.25 6.25
Mistron Vaper 5.0 10,0 15.0
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TASK A; Phase 2, Part P (continued)
TABLE 80
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A3-105, A2f-1, A2f-2, AND A2f-3
TED AT ROOM TEMP E A AT_-40°2 ‘
Test Cure | Cure | Modulus Mo&ulus Modulus | Tensile Elong, Tear
Compound | Temp, | Time | Temp, ( at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength [ at Break | Strength
No, :[(°C) | (mins)| (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
A3-105 420 60 280 * 125 176 280 2020 940 71
: 420 90 280 135 175 300 2150 925 74
+20 120 280 135 135 325 2200 900 72
A2f-1 +20 60 280 180 265 520 2165 920 - 91
+20 90 280 '}85 - 270 580 2340 900 91
+20 120 280 195 . 275 620 2440 870 100
A2f-2 +20 60 280 210 . 310 625 2200 900{ 112
1 +20 " 90 280 | 215 315 640 2430 920 107
420 120 280 -+, 220 335 725 - 2430 880 107
A2f-3 420 . 60 280 265 415 870 2700 920 133
Cl +20 90 280 270 440 900 2790 875 . 138
o] *20 120 280 275 445 900 2600 865 124
A3-105 -40 - 60. 280 - 420 760 3820 4680 650 -
~-40 90 280 . 480 820 4000 4410 620 -
-40 -120 280 510 810 3920 4380 620 -
A2f-1 =40 60’ 280 510 850 4200 4370 610 -
-40 " 90 280 535 . 1020 3990 3990 600
-40 120 280 690 1450 4100 4230 610
A2f-2 -40 60, 280 620 1760 4160 4400 610 -
-40 90 280 680 2100 5300 5525 620 -
-40 120 280 760 1840 3960. 3960 600 -
A2f-3 -40 60 280 880 2220 4390 5100 620
-40 | 90 280 1010 .1890 - 5370 590
=40 120 280 1020 , 2140 - -
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phagse 2, Part F (continued)

increase the modulus of neoprene balloon compounds and
that this characteristic might be of considerable walue
in the design of fast-rising balloon compounds.

Initial tests were made with zinc resinate obtained under
the tradename of Zirex-BG-6566-01 from Newport Industries.
This material contains approximately 10% zinc and was
found to be soluble in Dibutyl Sebacate to the extent

of 15 parts per hundred.

In a compound containing even as much as 25 parts of
Dibutyl Sebacate it would, therefore, only be possible to
incorporate about 4 parts of zinc resinate, which means
that the zinc content of the compound would be 0.4%. This
quantity is known to be too little.

The melting point of zinc resinate is too high to enable

a hot emulsion to be made, and the use of a volatile solvent
was not considered suitable for preparing emulsions for

use in balloon compounds because of the extreme danger of
porosity in the vulcanized film,

In addition to the above, the resinous nature of the
material renders the neoprene film extremely tacky. Since
the purpose of using zinc resinate was to eliminate a
solid dispersion of zinc oxide and replace it with an
emulsion, there was no point in attempting to make a zinc
resinate dispersion; and in view of the attendant problems
and disadvantages, no further work is planned with this
material.

Phagse 3: Development of Formulations with Desirable Film
Properties

Part A: High-Altitude Balloon Compounds

The bulk of the first quarter of this study was
devoted to the evaluation of new polymers and
improved antiozonants and antioxidants.
Examination of the results obrained led to the
following conclusions:

1, Neoprene 400 raises the modulus of balloon
compounds sharply once a certain minimum
quantity has been exceeded. At the same
time it reduces breaking elongation. It
also improves the ozone resistance.
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FACTUAL DATA (contiaued)
TASK A, Phase 3, Part A (continued)

2, Lytron 615 raises the modulus and has little effect
on elongation. It substantially reduces ozone
resistance.

3. Butyl Oleate rzduces modulus, particularly of
compounds containing Neoprene 571, It has much
less effect on compounds containing Neoprene 400
and is still the most effective low~temperature
plasticizer when used alone or in conjunction with
Dibutyl Sebacate.

4, Agerite DPPD is a very effective antio-ozonant,
“being much superior to N.B.C., It is effective in
‘the presence of Lytron 615 and alsc increases the
modulus.

S. Wingstay 'T' reduces the moduius of neoprene
compounds and increases the elongation.

6. Neoprene 400 and Neoprene 735 in conjunction
yield low elongation compounds, and this combination
has no value.

It can, therefore, be seen that there are now a number of
additional tools available for creating the physical
properties desired in meteorological balloon compounds.
However, in almost every case, each of the materials
listed above offers an improvement in characteristics
which is coupled with an undesirable quality. Hence,
compounds must be designed in an effort to retain the
improvements while compensating for the disadvantages.

The following formulae were designed for high altitude
day-flight balloons:

A3-108 A3-109 A3-113
Neoprene 750 70.0 60.0 80.0
Neoprene 400 30,0 4o.0 20.0
Zinec Oxide 5.0 5.0 6.0
Wingstay 'T' 2,0 3.0 2.0
Agerite DPPD 3.0 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0 1.0 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5
Butyl Oleate 10.0 10.0 10,0
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 3, Part A (continued)

Plates were dipped from these compounds according to
standard procedure, and physical properties were determined
at room temperature.

The results of these tests are given in Table 81,

A study of these results shows that of the three compounds,
only A3-113 has room-temperature physical characteristics
which appear to be satisfactory, both A3-108 and A3-109 having
undesirably low room-temperature elongation.

Since one of the objectives in the design of these compounds
was to improve the ozone resistance, the behavior of compound
A3-113 in the ozone chamber was determined. Samples of
A3-113 and A3-105 were exposed in the ozone chamber according
to the standard procedure already established, and the time
to rupture was determined. The results obtained were as

follows:
Compound Time to Rupture
A3-105 75 minutes
' A3-113 55 minutes

This is in contradiction to the previously reported excellent
performance of Agerite DPPD and Neoprene 400 in the ozone
chamber (see Task A, Phase 2, Part C).

The only differences between A3-113 and A3-105 are the use
of Neoprene 400 instead of Neoprene 571, the replacement of
Neozone ‘D' with Wingstay 'T', and the replacement of N.B.C.
with Agerite DPPD., It would appear, therefore, that
replacement of Neozone 'D' with Wingstay'T®' is resulting in
a serious fall in ozone resistance. Neozone 'D', however,
cannot be considered an effective antiozonant; therefore,

it must be concluded that Wingstay 'T' actually reduces the
ozone resistance.

In order to verify this, a series of compounds was prepared
in which the materials in question were compared. The
formulations for these compounds are given in Table 82,

These compounds actually comprise three groups: A3a-1l to
A3a-3 based on Neoprene 750 and Neoprene 571, A3a-5 to

A3a-7 based on Neoprene 750 and Neoprene 400, A3a-8 to A3a-10
based on Neoprene 750, Neoprene 571, and Lytron 615. A3a-4
is an intermediate between tle first and second groups.
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FACTUAL DATA (cowTINuED)

TASX 4 Puase 3 Parr A4 (conrTINUED)

TABLE §1
PROP IES O OUNDS A3-1 A3-109, AND A3-11
JTESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE
Cure | Cure |} Modulus | Modulus | Modulus |{ Tensile | Elongation Tear
Compound | Time | Temp.| at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break { Strength
No. (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
A3-108 60 240 140 250 550 1190 855 64
90 240 140 240 525 1400 895 72
120 240 155 280 710 1630 840 72
60 260 160 245 595 1580 880 61
90 260 165 275 775 1660 815 81
120 260 170 265 735 1960 850 81
60 280 170 245 625 1805 845 72
90 280 175 265 680 1940 860 80
120 280 175 285 770 2120 835 85
A3-109 60 240 150 260 605 1165 830 56
90 240 140 270 625 1260 835 76
120 240 145 280 655 1490 850 73
60 260 170 310 750 1675 850 81
90 260 190 310 770 1925 845 76
120 260 175 310 755 1820 855 82
60 280 180 310 780 1935 845 106
90 280 180 320 780 2065 845 104
120 280 180 325 820 2205 860 104
A3-113 60 240 70 125 290 850 945 33
90 240 85 155 320 1110 955 43
120 240 85 150 315 1190 955 48
60 260 95 140 300 1235 940 48
90 260 105 160 330 1500 910 53
120 260 110 165 325 1505 880 53
60 280 115 165 275 1735 935 53
90 280 120 165 345 1800 915 53
120 280 145 185 385 1935 900 63
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FACTUAL DATA (coNTINUED)
TASK A Pyase 3 Parr A (conTINUED)

TABLE 82

PFORMULATIONS DESIGNED TO STUDY OZONE RESISTANCE OF COMPOUNDS WITH & WITHOUT WINGSTAY *T*

FRormulation No, A3a-1 | A3a-2 | A3a-3 | A3a-4 | A3a-5 | A3a-6 |{A3a-7 | A3a-8 | A3a~9 | A3a-10

Neoprene 750 80,00 | 80,00 | 80,00 | 80,00 | 60.00 | 60,00 |60,00 | 80,00 | 80,00 | 80,00
Neoprene 571 20,00 | 20.00 | 20,00 - - - - 20.00 | 20,00 | 20,00
Neoprene 400 - - - 20,00 | 40,00 | 40,00 | 40,00 - - -
Lytron 615 - - - - - - - 15,00 | 15,00 | 15,00
Zinc Oxide 5.00 5,00 5,00 5,00 5,00 5,00 | 5.00| 5.00 | 5.00| 5.00
Neozone 'D* 2.00 - - - 2,00 - - 2,00 | 2,00 -
Wingstay 'T'. - 2.00 | 2,00 | 2,00 - 2,00 | 2,00 - - 2,00
N.B.C. 3.00! 3.00 - - 3.00 | 3,00 - 3.00 - -
Agerite DPPD - - 3,00 [ 3.00 - - 3.00 - 3.00 | 3,00

Accelerator 833 1,00} 1,00| 2,00} 1,00} 1,00} 1,00 1,00 1,00| 1,00| 1,00

Sunaptic Acid 1,00 1,00} 1,00 1,00 | 1,00| 1,00 1,00} 1,00} 1,00( 1,00
Aquarex SMO 0.50 | 0,50 | 0.50} 0,50 | 0,50 0,50 | 0.50| 0.50| 0.50] 0,50
Dibutyl Sebacate | 6,25 | 6,25 | 6,25 | - - - - 6.25 | 6,25 | 6,25
Butyl Oleate - - - 10,00 | 10,00 | 10,00 10,00 - - -
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phagse 3, Part A (continued)

Samples were exposed in the ozone chamber at 200% elongation
and to an ozone concentration of 80 parts per million, and
the time to rupture was determined. The results of these
tests are recorded in Table 83,

A study of these results shows that in each group, replace-

ment of Neozone 'D' by Wingstay 'T' results in a sharp

reduction in resistance to ozone. Replacement of N,B.C. by
Agerite DPPD always results in an improvement in ozone
resistance, this improvement being sufficient to offset the
effect of Wingstay 'T!'. However, the net result of replacing
Neozone 'D' by Wingstay 'T' and N,B.C. by Agerite DPPD is to
produce a compound with almost identical physical characteristics,
including resistance to ozone.

It has generally been found that replacement of N.B.C, with
Agerite DPPD results in a compound with lower elongation,
and it was considered that Wingstay 'T*' should offset this
undesirable condition without affecting the improved ozone
resistance. Since this has now bean demonstrated to be
incorrect, compounds were prepared based on A3-105 in which
the N.B.C. was replaced with Agerite DPPD, this being the
only change. The formulations of these compounds are given
in Table 84,

Plates were dipped from these compounds according to

standard procedure and cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at
240°F,, 260°F,, and 280°F. The physical characteristics,
including ozone resistance, were determined at room temperature,
and the results of these tests are given in Table 85. The
physical characteristics of compound A3-105 are also given

for comparison.

A study of these results shows that 2 parts of Agerite DPPD
gives protection against ozone about equal to that of

3 parts of N.B.C. and that 3 parts of Agerite DPPD are
necessary to provide substantially longer life. By reduc-
ing the cure temperature, physical characteristics approxi-
mating those of compound A3-105 cured at 280°F can be
obtained.
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FACTUAL DATA (coNTINVED)

TASK A Prasg 3 Parnr A (conTINUED)

OZONE RESISTANCE OF COMPOUNDS CONTAINING

TABLE 83

WINGSTAY 'T*

Formulation Contains Contains Contains Contains Time to
No. Neozone *'D* Wingstay 'T' N.B.C. DPPD Rupture
A3a-1 yes no yes no 75 mins,
A3a-2 no yes yes no 12 mins,
A3a-3 no yes no yes 85 mins.,
A3a-4 no yes no yes 55 mins.
A3a-5 yes no yes no 75 mins,
A3a-6 no yes yes no 15 mins,
A3a-7 no yes no yes 70 mins,
A3a-8 yes no yes no 20 mins,
A3a-9 yes no no yes 85 mins,
A3a-10 no yes no yes 13 mins.
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FACTUAL DATA (conrTINUED)
TASK A Prasg 3 Parr A (conTINUED)

TABLE 84

FORMULATIONS OF COMPOUNDS CONTAINING AGERITE DPPD
AS REPLACEMENT FOR N,B.C,

Formulation No. A3a-11 A3a-12 A3a-13
Neoprene 750 80.0 80.0 80.0
Neopréne 571 20.0 20.0 20.0
Zinc Oxide ’ 5.0 5.0 5.0
Neozone 'D' 2,0 2.0 2.0
Agerite DPPD 1.0 2,0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0 1.0 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1,0 1,0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate 6.25 6.25 6.25




FACTUAL DATA (conrTINnUED)
TASK A Prasg 3 Part 4 (conrInUED)

TABLE 85
PHYSICAL PRQPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A3a-11, A3a-12, A3a-13, AND A3-105
TIESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE '
Cure |Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elong. Tear Time to
Compound| Time | Temp,| at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Streng. | at Break | Streng,|Rupture in
No. (minsg)| (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1b/in){ Ozone (min)
A3a-11 | 60 240 110 165 335 1415 1115 65
90 240 120 190 345 1525 1070 43
120 240 125 180 310 1560 1065 63 25
60 260 115 165 315 1525 1020 62
90 260 140 180 355 1550 875 61
120 260 145 190 430 1645 830 84 20
60 280 160 200 360 1885 885 71
90 280 150 175 405 2090 870 72
120 280 150 195 420 1960 840 70 30
A3a-12 60 240 100 170 320 1325 1050 55
90 240 105 175 335 1460 1030 55
120 240 140 200 390 1670 910 63 165
60 260 135 185 395 1345 880 44
90 260 145 185 355 1460 860 45
120 260 145 200 385 1620 340 61 70
60 280 145 190 385 1500 840 62
90 280 150 200 400 1680 825 67
120 280 155 200 445 1750 800 75 100
A3a-13 60 240 115 190 365 1445 1030 61
90 240 120 185 355 1560 1045 62
120 240 125 185 355 1350 920 62 320
60 260 115 165 285 1620 1020 57
90 260 145 185 365 1550 860 52
120 260 155 195 365 1590 835 69 320
60 280 150 195 345 1700 860 54
90 280 150 195 410 1675 820 67
120 280 150 195 410 1420 780 61 310
A3-105 60 240 90 155 315 1310 965 58
90 240 120 175 310 1630 945 61
120 240 125 180 320 1600 900 64 100
60 260 130 175 315 1400 620 60
90 260 135 180 300 1705 920 60
120 260 135 190 305 1725 925 70 75
60 280 120 175 290 1945 925 62
90 280 125 165 255 1975 920 65
120 280 135 170 285 2000 910 66 95
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 3, Part A (continued)

Accordingly, the number A3-117 was assigned to compound A3a-13,
A sufficient quantity of this compound was prepared for bal-
loon manufacture, and plates were dipped according to standard
procedure. They were cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at
240°F, 260°F, and 280°F, and physical properties were deter-
nined at room temperature and at -40°C, The results of these
tests are given in Table 86,

A study of these results shows that by curing at 240°F, instead
of at 280°F as normally used for compound A3-~105, satisfactory
elongations at room temperature and at -40°C can be obtained
with compound A3-117. Balloons were therefore made from this
compound and submitted for flight testing.

* ok ok ok ko K

A compound containing Lytron 615 which produced balloons having
very erratic performance was shown to have very poor ozone
resistance. Accordingly, a compound was designed containing
Agerite DPPD and Wingstay 'T' in an effort to improve this
characteristic., This compound was designated A3-112, and
plates were dipped and cured and room-temperature physical
characteristics had been determined when the deleterious

effect of Wingstay °‘T' on ozone resistance was discovered,

Therefore, compound A3-115 was designed to eliminate the

Wingstay ‘T'; and, in addition, a third compound, A3-118,
with a larger plasticizer content was also prepared. The
formulations of these compounds follow:

A3--112 A3-115 A3-118

Neoprene 750 §0.,0 80.0 80,0
Neoprene 571 20.0 20,0 20.0
Lytron 615 15.0 15.0 15.0
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0 5.0
Neozone 'D! - 2.0 2.0
Wingstay 'T' 2,0 - -

Agerite DPPD 3.0 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0 1.0 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate 6.25 6.25 16.0

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure and
cured for 60, 90, and 120 minutes at 240°F, 260°F, and
280°F, Physical characteristics were determined at

room temperature and at -40°C except in the case of A3-112
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FACTUAL DATA (conriNUED)

TASK A Prase 3 Par> A4 (coNTINUED)

TABLE 86

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND A3-117
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE AND AT -40°C

Test { Cure | Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus Tensile Elongation Tear

Tempy| Time | Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break Strength

' (*°C) | (mins)| (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
+20 60 240 115 190 365 1445 1030 61
+20 90 240 120 185 355 1560 1045 62
+20 120 240 125 185 355 1350 920 62
+20 60 260 115 165 285 1620 1020 57
+20 90 260 145 185 365 1550 860 52
+20 120 260 155 195 365 1590 835 69
+20 60 280 150 195 345 1700 860 54
+20 90 280 150 195 410 1275 820 67
+20 120 280 150 195 410 1420 780 61
-40 60 240 255 735 2950 3495 630 -
=40 90 240 310 925 3180 3810 640 -
-40 120 240 335 730 2950 3425 620 -
-40 60 260 760 1580 - 3730 590 -
-40 90 260 970 1855 - 4550 580 -
-40 120 260 1060 1940 - 4235 570 -
-40 60 280 1145 1965 - 4840 590 -
-40 90 280 975 1830 - 2070 570 -
=40 120 280 1315 2345 - 4420 550 -

-~ 186 -




FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 3, Part A (continued)

where the low temperature testing was eliminated because of
the poor ozone resistance which was no better than that of
the earlier compound containing Lytron 615, The results of
these tests are given in Tables 87 and 88,

In view oi the low elongations shown by compound A3-115 at
higher cures, room-temperature testing on compound A3-118
was restricted to the 2LO°F cures, and all low temperature
testing was restricted to the 240°F cures.

A study of these results show that increasing the plasticizer
content has, as was anticipated, improved the elongation at
«40°C and that both compounds A3-11l5 and A3-118 have
acceptable room-temperature physicals., Balloons were there-
fore mede from both of these compourds and submitted for
flight testing,

ko ok kR k%

Compounds based scolely upon Neoprene 750 generally have

too low room-temperature modulus tc permit safe launching.
Since Agerite DPPD increases modulus, it was felt that
incorporation of this material would raise the room-temperatue
modulus to a safe level and confer the additional benefit of
improved czone resistance., Accordingly, compound A3-114

was prepared, the formula for which is given below:

Compound A3-114

Neoprene /50 100.0
Zinc Oxide 5.0
Neozone ‘DF 2
Agerite DPPD 3
Accelerator 833 1
Sunaptic Acid 1
Aquarex SMO 0
Butyl Oleate 10

This compound is identical with A3-101 except that it
contains Agerite DPPD, and the Dibutyl Sebacate is replaced
by Butyl Oleate to improve low temperature characteristics.

Plates were dipped from this compound and from A3-101 for
comparisons and cured for 60, 90 and 120 minutes at 240°F,
260°F, and 280%F, Physical properties were determined at
room temperature and at -40°C, and the results are recorded
in Tables 89 and 90.
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FACTUAL DATA (conTINUED)
14§K~A Prasg 3 Parr 4 (conTINUED)

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A3-112, A3

TABLE 87

=115, AND A3-118

TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE

' ‘Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus| Modulus | Tensile | Elongation Tear
Compound | Time | Temp,| at 200% | at 400%| at 600% | Strength | at Break | Strength
No, (mins)| (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
A3-112 60 240 160 360 670 1700 960 114
90 240 165 340 690 1635 975 106
120 240 165 310 620 1720 1025 116
60 260 175 335 670 2080 1045 121
90 260 200 415 850 2085 935 140
120 260 180 375 660 2115 1000 155
60 280 175 290 590. | 2220 1100 135
90 280 205 370 770 2490 980 152
120 280 220 450 900 2305 870 152
A3-115 60 240 310 650 1180 2555 915 223
90 240 310 640 1185 2265 900 192
120 240 330 625 1185 2480 915 200
60 260 345 760 1370 2880 870 207
90 260 380 830 1765 2735 770 181
120 260 410 875 1840 2825 740 195
60 280 510 1035 2205 3110 740 188
90 280 520 1030 2155 3005 730 200
. 120 280 565 1300 2655 3115 660 216
A3-118 60 240 155 280 565 1235 900 76
90 240 170 310 620 1380 895 96
120 240 170 315 625 1450 885 96

remaining cures not tested
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 3, Part A (continued)

TABLE 88

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A3-115 AND A3-118
TESTED AT -1,09C

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation

Compound | Time Temp, | at 200% | at LOO%Z | at 600% | Str at Break
No. (mins) | (oF.) | (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi (%)
A3-115 60 2L0 1005 2875 - 3380 L8o
9 2l0 1080 3025 - LkL95 500
120 2ko 1125 30Lo - L4510 500
A3-118 60 2Lo L1s 1595 - 2915 580
90 2lo L5 1745 L4050 4265 620
120 2Lo 550 1905 - L2ks 580
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FACTUAL DATA (conTINVED)

TASK 4 Puasg 3 Parr A (conTINUVED)
TABLE 89

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPQUNDS A3-114 AND A3-101
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE

Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation Tear
Compound | Time | Temp,| at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break | Strength
" No, (mins)| (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
A3-114 60 240 80 130 285 1165 1085 47
90 240 75 130 245 1550 1075 54
120 240 85 130 230 1380 1065 58
60 260 115 145 265 1375 1100 52
90 260 120 160 275 1660 1000 50
120 260 120 165 265 1440 920 54
60 280 105 135 210 1655 1080 54
920 280 135 160 240 1910 970 56
120 280 130 160 245 1970 950 67
A3-101 60 240 95 140 200 1275 1150 47
90 240 110 145 185 1535 1110 58
120 240 105 145 200 1500 1110 63
60 260 110 135 190 1480 1030 60
90 260 105 145 215 1540 965 60
120 260 110 145 215 1655 960 57
60 280 120 150 215 1950 1040 68
90 280 130 170 220 1800 970 69
120 280 135 155 225 2035 970 70
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FACTUAL DATA (conrIinvuED)
TASK A Prasg 3 Papy A (conTINUED)

TABLE 90

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A3-114 AND A3-101

TESTED AT -40°C

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation
Compound Time Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break
No, (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) %)
A3-101 60 240 115 165 750 2480 770
90 240 115 170 810 3405 800
120 240 125 180 825 3125 790
60 260 125 175 875 3020 770
90 260 120 115 790 2460 740
120 260 130 195 1105 3085 750
60 280 135 210 1070 3075 730
90 280 125 185 1015 3735 760
120 280 145 230 1340 3950 740
A3-114 60 240 200 355 1895 2525 640
90 240 195 330 1910 3160 690
120 240 190 320 1955 3495 700
60 260 220 330 2005 2500 630
90 260 215 385 2495 3495 660
120 260 245 460 3090 3790 650
60 280 240 375 2410 3375 660
90 280 335 700 3485 4325 630
120 280 370 1005 3860 4865 630
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 3, Part A (continued)

A study of these results shows that compound A3-114 has
a higher modulus at room temperature than does A3-101,
However, the tests at -40°Cshow that A3-1l4 has an
elongation approximately 100% less than A3-101. The
elongation at -40°C is therefore equal to that of A3-105,
and the only improvement would be in ozone resistance.

Since A3-117 has similar ozone resistance and about the
same elongation at -40°C, it does not appear that A3-11l4
has any further interest; and no balloons were made from
this compound,

Tests conducted on Neoprene 400 showed that extremely

high modulus films can be obtained by blending this polymer
with Neoprene 750, Neoprene 400 will produce higher modulus
than Neoprene 571 and an equally high modulus to that
obtained by the use of sulphur.

Neoprene 400, of course, has the advantage over sulphur in
that it shows no tendency to settle, and there is no
possibility of cross linking occurring in the latex with
consequent loss of wet gel extensibility.

Compound A3-130 was, therefore, prepared, the formulation
of which is given below:

Compound A3-130

Neoprene 750 75.0
Neoprene 400 25.0
Zinc Oxide
Neozone 'D!
N.B.C.
Accelerator 833
Sunaptic Acid
Aquarex SMO
Dibutyl Sebacate

AO=MFHWND L
L] * L] L] * o *
NUMOOOOO

5

Plates were dipped from this compound using standard
procedure and cured for 90, 120 and 150 minutes at 280°F,
Cures were conducted at this temperature only since it was
previously established that a temperature of 280°F is
necessary to develop the high modulus of the Neoprene 400,

Physical properties were determined, and the results are
given in Table 91.

A gstudy of these results shows that the compound is very

flat curing and indicates that it should produce balloons
with good flight characteristics.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 3, Part A (continued)

TABLE 91

CAL PROPERTIES OF C -
IESTED AT ROOM. =400

Test Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elong. Tear
Compound | Temp, | Time | Temp. | at 200% [ at LOO% | at 600% | Strength | at Brk.| Strength
No. |(°C.) | (mins)| (°F.)| (psi) | (pei) | (psi) | (psi) 09 (1bs/in)

A3-130 +20 9 280 150 205 39 2670 960 86
+20 120 280 s 205 380 2650 930 80
+20 | 150 280 150 210 Lko 2675 910 8L

A3-130 -10 9 280 760 1510 L020 4930 635 -
=40 | 120 280 830 1600 3910 L4785 640 -
-10 150 280 810 1740 3825 1880 630 -
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 3, Part A (continued)
Since the bulk of the work is presently being conducted
on dual-purpose balloons, it was decided to post-plasticize
this compound in order to render it suitable for night flights.

A balloon so treated showed the following physical characteristics:

Test temperature (°C) +20 -70
Modulus at 200% (psi) 105 620
Modulus at 400% (psi) 170 1245
Modulus at 600% (psi) 375 --

Tensile Strength (psi) 1210 2835
Elongation (%? 780 590
Tear Strength (lbs/in) 67 --

These results suggest that these balloons will perform
satisfactorily at night, and the flight results obtained are
given in Phase 4.

The use of Merac as an accelerator has already been described
in Task A, Phase 2, Part D, Accordingly, a compound containing
Merac as a direct substitute for Accelerator 833 was prepared.
This compound is designated A3-132, the formulation for which
is as follows: :

Compound A3-132

Neoprene 750 80.0
Neoprene 571 20,0
Zinc Oxide 5.0
Neozone 'D' 2,0
N.B.C. 3.0
Merac 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate 6.25

Balloons were prepared from this compound, and cured for 90
minutes at 260°F which is the optimum cure indicated by the
results obtained in the previous study of this accelerator,

During the course of this study it has been observed that the
use of certain compounding ingredients, notably, Wingstay 'T'
and Accelerator 833 have the property of increasing elongation
quite substantially,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
IASK A, Phage 3, Part A (continued)

A geries of dual-purpose compounds was designed and
evaluated (see Task A, Phase 3, Part B), and some
success was shown, particularly in that the elongation
at -70°C was increased although not to the degree that
was hoped for. A group of day-flight compounds was
next prepared, and the formulations for these are given
in Table 92,

Plates were dipped from each of these compounds and cured
for 90 minutes at 250°F and 90 minutes at 280°F. Physical
properties were determined at room temperature, and the
results of these tests, together with the results of
room-temperature physical tests performed on uncured
films are given in Table 93.

A study of these results shows that the only two
compounds which have room-temperature elongations in
excess of 1250% are A3-152 and A3-153. However, in both
cases the modulus at 600% elongation is undesirably low.

Nevertheless, it was considered worthwhile to pursue
this further, particularly in view of the fact that
although the modulus is low, the tensile strength is
satisfactory, and it should be possible to evaluate the
flight performance of balloons made from either of these
compounds if care is exercised in handling the balloon
cn the ground before launching.

An additional compound was prepared in which the Dibutyl

Sebacate was increased to 10 parts. This compound was
designated A3-154, and its formula is as follows:

Qom! yound M - ]_59

-
o

-
OCFLOrHLMUWNO

Neoprene 750
Zinc Oxide
Neozone 'D'
N.B.C.

Sunaptic Acid
Aquarex SMO
Accelerator 833
Wingstay 'T!'
Dibutyl Sebacate

OCOO0OUOOCOO0O

Plates were dipped from this compound according to standard
procedure, and these and additional plates from compound
A3-153 were cured for 120 minutes at 240°F, Physical
properties were determined at room temperature and at -50°C,
and the results of these tests are given in Table 94,

- 145 -



PRR—S

PACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phagse 3, Part A (continued)

TABLE

PORMULATIONS OF QOMPOUNDS DESIGNED FOR HIGH ELONGATION

Formulation No. A3-147 A3-148 A3-149 A3-150 A3-151 A3-152 A3-153
Neoprene 750 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
Neozone 'D' - 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
N.B.C, 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0
Sunaptic Acid - - - 1.0 1.0 1,0 1,0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Accelerator 833 1,0 1.0 1.0 1,0 2,0 3.0 3.0
Winéstay 'T* - - - - - - 4,0
Dibutyl Sebacate - - 6.25 6.25 6.25 6.25 6,25
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 3, Part A (continued)

TABLE 93

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A3-147 THROUGH A3-153
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation Tear

Compound Time Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break | Strength
No. (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)

A3-147 uncured - 115 190 410 1950 1200 71

90 250 165 195 250 2500 1210 72

90 280 195 250 490 4505 1010 162
A3-148 uncured - 110 165 380 1450 1165 60

90 250 140 195 400 2880 980 82

90 280 160 215 450 3360 940 96
A3-149 uncured - 70 100 220 810 1120 31

90 250 105 165 225 2260 1080 65

90 280 130 180 285 2785 1000 77
A3-150 | uncured - 70 100 225 780 1125 31

90 250 90 155 240 2050 1060 83

90 280 115 175 280 2500 1000 106
A3-151 uncured - 60 100 225 780 1120 36

90 250 135 180 270 2620 1170 88

90 280 165 200 350 3440 1045 96
A3-152 | uncured - 65 95 185 775 1190 32

90 250 110 140 190 2300 1270 69

90 280 130 175 240 3475 1080 94
A3-153 | uncured - 50 75 130 553 1200 21

90 250 80 105 145 2330 1330 72

90 280 125 170 260 2980 1080 90
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 3, Part A (continued)

TABLE

oF S A3-153 AND A3-1
TESTED AT ROGM-TEMPERATURE AND -50°C,

Test Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elong. Tear
Compound | Temp, | Time | Temp.| at 200% | at LOOZ | at 600% | Strength| at Burst | Strength
No. | (°C.) | (mins)| (°F.)| (psi) | (psi) | (psi) | (psi) %) (1bs/in)

A3-153 +20 120 2l0 80 100 160 1700 1310 63
=50 120 2ho 925 1220 3010 L890 700 -
A3-15}4 +20 120 240 70 90 100 1025 1275 i
=50 120 240 SLS 920 2060 L4020 740 -
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 3, Part A (continued)

A study of these results shows that both compounds have
high room temperature elongation in the order of 1300%.
The room-temperature modulus is of course, still low and
that of A3-154 is lower than that of A3-153 as can be
expected in view of the higher plasticizer content.

However, both of these compounds show significantly

higher elongation at -50°C than is normally obtained at
~40°C with standard balloon compounds. If it is possible

to increase the room-temperature modulus at 600% to a figure
in the order of 300 psi, without reducing the elongation,
then balloons made from such compounds should reach
gignificantly higher altitudes and still offer no problem
insofar as handling at launch is concerned.

A series of compounds was therefore designed with a view
to obtaining an improvement in room-temperature modulus
without loss of elongation. These formulations are given
in Table 95.

Plates were dipped from these compounds according to
standard procedure and cured for 60 and 90 minutes at
240°F and 260°F, Physical properties were determined
at room temperature and at -40°C, and the results of
these tests are given in Tables 96 and 97.

A study of these results shows that the objective of
increasing room-temperature modulus has satisfactorily
been achieved. Compound A3-152 and A3-153 both gave
room temperature elongations in the order of 1300%,
but the corresponding 600% modulus figures ranged from
145 psi to 190 psi, which is impractically low.

The only compounds in the present series to yield room-
temperature elongations in the order of 1300% were

A3-155 and A3-156. Elongations in excess of 1470% were
recorded on the former compound and of more than 1400%
on the latter. The modulus at 600% is, however, much too
low and in addition it should be noted that there is a
relatively small difference between the modulus at 200%
and 600%, This is likely to result in serious distortion
of the balloon during flight.

Compound A3-157 has very interesting properties. Although
the room temperature elongation is only 1185% at the maximum,
this is associated with a 300% modulus of 310 psi, which

is quite satisfactory. When tested at -40°C, this same
sample showed an excellent elongation of 820%,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 3, T'art & (continued)

TABLE 25
FORMULATIONS OF COMPOUNDS DESIGNED FOR HIGH ELONGATION
Formulation No, | A3-155 | A3-156 | A3-157 | A3-158 | A3-159 | A3-160 | A3-161 | A3-162
Neoprene 750 100,0 | 100,06 |12100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100,0
Zinc Oxide 1,0 5.0 1,0 1.0 1,0 1,0 2,5 1,0
Wingstay 'T* 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0
N.B.C. - - 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0
Sunaptic Acid 1,0 1,0 1,0 1,0 1.0 1,0 1,0 1,0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Accelerator 833 1,0 3.0 1.0 1,0 1,0 1.0 1,0 -
Merac - - - - - - - 1,0
Dibutyl Sebacate 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 10,0 - - -
Butyl Oleate - - - - - 10,0 5.0 5.0
Mistron Vapor - - 5.0 10,0 10,0 10,0 5.0 -
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 3, Part A (continued)

TABLE 96
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF CQMPOUNDS A3-155 THROUGH A3-162
IBSTED AT ROOM THMPERATURE
Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Blongation
Compound Time Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break
No. (ming) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
A3-155 60 240 105 115 155 1620 1375+
90 240 85 95 110 1525 1470+
60 260 100 115 130 1970 1475
90 260 90 110 135 1500 1100
A3-156 60 240 125 145 210 2080 1265
90 240 105 125 155 1770 1345
60 260 100 115 135 1725 1415
90 260 110 130 155 2040 1165
A3-157 60 240 125 175 300 1615 1175
90 240 175 225 355 2355 975
60 260 180 200 310 2465 1185
90 260 155 225 430 3400 1035
120 260 165 230 470 3755 1045
A3-158 60 240 205 275 495 2350 975
90 240 205 280 550 2615 910
60 260 225 315 600 2795 945
90 260 235 315 635 3005 915
A3-159 60 240 115 180 320 2210 1085
90 240 155 215 310 2380 1105
60 260 165 230 340 2415 1185
90 260 175 215 345 2510 1100
A3-160 60 240 . 120 155 260 2040 1210
90 240 135 175 320 2160 1125
60 260 125 185 335 2255 1205
90 260 155 225 385 2540 1130
A3-161 60 240 140 205 320 2570 1100
90 240 125 160 260 2560 1180
60 260 140 175 275 2355 1155
90 260 145 210 320 2590 1065
A3-162 60 240 125 180 230 2640 1000
920 240 105 135 185 2495 1175
60 260 125 155 210 2410 1075
90 260 120 155 235 2675 1035
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 3, Part A (continued)

TABLE 97
P PROPERT]IE NDS_A3- A3-16
TESTED AT -40°C
Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation
Conmpound Time Temp, | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break
No, (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) %)
A3-155 60 240 190 240 1298 1683 640
90 240 145 200 735 1910 740
60 260 180 300 1250 2855 720
90 260 215 265 1255 3140 740
A3-156 60 240 180 315 1000 1625 680
90 240 190 255 640 1795 760
60 260 205 340 1755 2635 700
90 260 260 450 - 1605 580
A3-157 60 240 180 415 1600 3690 780
90 240 255 515 2630 3655 680
60 260 120 245 610 2865 820
90 260 385 1155 3845 6155 700
120 260 385 1220 3275 4810 680
A3-158 60 240 390 780 2815 4065 680
90 240 355 930 - 3070 580
60 260 460 985 3225 3485 640
90 260 545 1795 3595 3985 620
A3-159 60 240 180 475 1250 2675 780
90 240 190 385 1345 1345 600
60 260 355 930 2785 2785 600
90 260 350 700 2265 2850 660
A3-160 60 240 160 435 1430 1510 600
90 240 165 540 1460 1960 660
60 260 220 660 1655 1910 640
90 260 280 675 - 1745 580
A3-161 60 240 260 675 - 1770 580
90 240 230 510 - 1530 560
60 260 330 755 1935 540
90 260 295 635 - 1910 560
A3-162 60 240 165 270 1415 1630 640
90 240 135 235 1165 1565 660
60 260 155 270 - 1075 580
90 260 170 300 1680 1895 600

-152 -




FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 3, Part A (continued)

It would appear, therefore, that balloons made from
compound A3-157 should reach higher altitudes than
balloons of the same weight and length made from
compound A3-105,

Compound A3-158 also shows interesting properties.

The elongation at room temperature is substantially
lower than any of the other compounds in this series,
However, the elongation at -40°C is over 600%, and

this is coupled with a room-temperature modulus of more
than 600 psi, indicating that this compound shows
excellent promise for fast-rising balloons.

The remaining compounds all show relatively high
room-temperature elongation and acceptable room-temperature
modulus., The elongations at -40°C are also satisfactory,
but are inferior to that exhibited by compound A3-157,

Part B: Dual-Purpose Balloon Compounds

The results obtained in Task A, Phase 2, Part B indicated
that better low-temperature characteristics can be realized
by using a blend of Dibutyl Sebacate and Butyl Oleate
than with either of the two plasticizers alone.
Accordingly, a sufficient quantity of compound A2b-5 was
prepared for balloon manufacture, this compound now
being designated as A3-104, The formula and physical
properties of this compound have been reported in Phase
2, Part B (see Tables 25 thru 28) and are not repeated
here. Balloons were made from this compound, and the
flight results are given in Task A, Phase 4, Part B.

In addition, balloons were made from compound A3-103,
the formulation for which is as follows:

Compound A3-103

Neoprene 100.0
Zinc Oxide 1.0
Neozone 'D' 2
N.B.C. 3
Accelerator 833 1
Sunaptic Acid 1
Aquarex SMO 0
Butyl Oleate 25
Sulphur 3
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 3 (continued)

Plates were dipped from this compound according to
standard procedure, and physical properties were
determined at room temperature and at -70°C, The
results of these tests are given in Table 98.

A study of these results shows that this compound
when cured for either 80 minutes at 240°F or 40
minutes at 260°F has satisfactory properties for a
dual-purpose balloon. Accordingly, balloons were
made from this compound and submitted for flight
testing.

Incorporation of sufficient plasticizer into a
balloon compound to render it capable of performance
at night results in very soft, low-modulus compounds
with poor ozone resistance. In the past, the modulus
of the compound has been raised by incorporating
sulphur., It would now appear that this can be
achieved by use of Neoprene 400.

Furthermore, this will improve the ozone resistance,

and the use of Agerite DPPD will improve it still
further, Wingstay 'T' will help to maintain a high
elongation which will have been reduced by incorporation
of Neoprene 400 and Agerite DPPD,

Two compounds were designed, the formulations of which
are given below:

A3-110 A3-111
Neoprene 750 60.0 50.0
Neoprene 400 40,0 50.0
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0
Wingstay 'T' 2.0 3.0
Agerite DPPD 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5
Butyl Oleate 25.0 25.0
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FACTUAL DATA (conrinuep)
TASX A Pyasx 3 Parr C (conrinugp)

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF BALLOON FILMS MADF FROM COMPOUND A3-103
MMWM_M .

TAELE 96

o [ o o [ [ [ [ [ BN [ oo
(503 | (utne) | (5F)" | “(pot) | (osd) | (pei) | (ped @ | (1be/tn)
+20 bo | 240 (] 200 k70 850 860 37
+20 60 240 70 170 las 1060 930 %
+20 | 80 | 240 75 180 420 | 1080 938 39
+20 e} 260 85 205 190 1055 895 33
+20 60 260 80 175 115 1125 955 60
+20 8o 260 | 80 155 345 1385 1020 62
+20 | ko | 280 70 180 L5 935 865 L8
20 | 60 | 260 90 165 350 1610 1045 35
w20 | 80 | 280" 80 W5 330 1505 1015 59
=70 4o 240 2565 3855 - 4310 L30 cold flow

I <0 | 60 | 2u0 | 2630. | 3u8s - 14080 LSO cold flow
-70 80 240 2095 3550 - L4265 L70
~fo | Lo 260 | 2105 3330 - Lhzo L70

\ .;70.‘ 60 260 - - - 35 0 frosen
~10 8o 260 | - - - 2875 50 frogen
0 | ko | 280 | 2s 3365 - 1208 170
=70 60 280 - - - 3995 0 frosen
-0 | 80 | 280 - - - 3250 0 | frosen

- 135.




FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 3, Part B (continued)

However, in view of the effect of Wingstay 'T' on ozone
resistance which was subsequently observed, it was
decided to hold these compounds in abeyance and design
an additional pair which contained less Neoprene 400
and from which the Wingstay 'T' was eliminated. These
were designated A3-119 and A3-120, and their formulations
are as follows:

A3-119 A3-120

Neoprene 750 70.0 60.0
Neoprene 400 30.0 40.0
Zinc Oxide 5.
Neozone 'D' 2,
Agerite DPPD 3.
Accelerator 833 1.
Sunaptic Acid 1.
Aquarex SMO 0.
Butyl Oleate 25,

Plates were dipped according to standard procedure and
cured for 60, 90 and 120 minutes at 240°F, 260°F and
280°F, Physical properties were determined at room
temperature and at -70°C, and the results of these
tests are given in Tables 99 and 100,

A study of these results shows that both compounds
should yield balloons capable of flying by day or

by night. The somewhat higher low-temperature
elongation of A3-119 indicates that this compound is
preferable, and the results also suggest that a
reduction in the amount of Neoprene 400 or an increase
in the amount of Butyl Oleate might be advantageous.

Compound A3-106, as shown in the previous quarterly
report, did not produce a satisfactory 120,000 foot
balloon. Nevertheless, according to laboratory tests,
compound A3-106 has satisfactory low-temperature
characteristics showing no sign of freezing at -70°C,

and also having suitable room-temperature characteristics
of modulus and tensile strength.

It would appear therefore, that the physical characteristics
at room temperature and-70°C which have been established

as necessary to ensure performance at the 100,000 foot

level are not in themselves, sufficient to provide
consistent performance at the 120,000-foot level. The
frequency with which balloons do reach a 120,000-foot
altitude indicates, however, that only minor modifications
in compound or in the balloon itself are required.
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TASK A Prasg 3 Parr B (conTINUED)

TABLE 99

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A3-119 AND A3-120
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE

Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation Tear
Compound | Time | Temp,| at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break | Strength
No. (mins) { (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)

A3-119 60 240 85 165 - 340 810 835 42
: 90 - 240 95 165 335 805 850 48
120 240 105 175 355 845 825 40

60 260 105 170 415 1250 880 45

90 260 115 195 435 1330 865 55

120 260 110 180 445 1255 850 47

60 280 125 195 455 1330 870 54

90 280 130 215 510 1540 860 71

120 280 130 230 630 1530 845 65

A3-120 60 240 125 210 430 830 770 39
90 240 135 225 455 930 800 47

120 240 135 225 480 965 785 57

60 260 130 210 475 1270 850 50

90 260 125 215 465 1175 860 58

120 260 120 220 500 1175 850 56

60 280 140 250 540 1370 865 62

90 280 160 270 660 1740 865 70

120 280 160 260 655 1540 865 86
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FACTUAL DATA (conrINUED)
TASX A Prasg 3 ParT B (conrTINnUED)

TABLE DO

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUNDS A3-119 AND A3-120

TBSTED AT -70°C

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Blongation
Compound Time Temp, at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break
No. (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
’A3—119 60 240 1935 3395 - 3930 440
90 240 1825 3440 - 4480 480
120 240 1890 3490 - 4420 450
60 260 2130 4135 - 5225 490
90 260 2195 4090 - 4975 470
120 260 2095 4010 - 4880 450
60 280 1900 3855 - 4695 480
90 280 2680 4820 - 5095 420%*
120 280 2980 - - 4710 360*
A3-120 60 240 2160 4145 - 4420 410
90 240 2140 4085 - 4675 450
120 240 2060 4010 - 4535 450
60 260 2215 4070 - 4615 460
90 260 2360 4405 - 4860 420
120 260 2015 4025 - 4625 450
60 280 2705 4900 - 4900 400
90 280 2975 - - 4775 390%**
120 280 2815 4595 - 5230 420%*
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 3, Part B (continued)

There appear to be only three major possibilities,

The compound should have even better low-temperature
characteristics or it should have improved ozone
resistance., Thirdiy, because of the increased

weight of the balloon, the film itself should be
somewhat thicker to enable it to support the additional
weight of the lower half of the balloor.. This latter
theory was evaluated theoretically, and the results of
this study are given in Task B, Phase 6, Part D.

In order to evaluate the possibilities of greater
freeze resistance or greater ozone resistance being
the necessary requirement for a satisfactory
120,000-foot balloon, a series of compounds was
designed, all of which were modifications of A3-106.

Because all the changes made would result in clearly
anticipated alterations in physical properties and
because the degree of improvement in low temperature
characteristics desired was not known, it was not
considered advisable to conduct the considerable amount
of laboratory testing that standard procedure would
normally require. It was rather considered advisable
to perform flight tests in order to determine which
compound would perform reliably and then determine the
physical characteristics of that compound in order to
establish the necessary standards.

This principle was also applied to improving the ozone
resistance. Previous laboratory tests (see Final Report
of Contract DA-36-039-SC-78239) had shown that by
1ncrea31ng the N,3.C. from three parts to ten parts
resulted in a very substantial improvement in ozone
resistance. Two compounds were, therefore, de31gned
with five parts and ten parts of N.B.C., respectively.

The formulations of all the compounds designed for
this study are given in Table 10l. Balloons designed
to reach altitudes of at least 120,000 feet were made
from each of these compounds, and the results of the
flight tests are given in Task A, Phase 4,
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- PASE A Pwasg 8 Paxr B (comrrwusn)

TABLE 101
FORMULATIONS OF COMPOUNDS DESIGNED TO PRODUCE 120,000~FOOT,

DUAL-PURPOSE BALLOONS

| Formulatien’ Ne. A3-121 | A3-122 A3f123 A3-124 | A3-125 | A3-126 | A3-127
Neoprene 750 80.0 80,0 8C.0 80,0 80.0 80,0 80,0
Neeprene 571 20,0 ‘20.0 20,0 20,0 20,0 20,0 20,0
‘-Alﬁnc Oxide 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 3.0
Neezene *D* 2,0 2,0 2,0 2,0 2,0 2,0 2,0
K,B.C, 3.0 3.0 3.0 3,0 5.0 5.0 10,0
“'7§E§ilirlfor 833 1,0 1,0 1,0 1.0 1.0 1,0 1,0
suaapta; Acid 1,0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1,0 1.0‘
| '-Aquu'ox‘sm 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
j; DibutyI.SCDAcitc 6.25 6,33 6.25 6,35 6.25 6.25 ¢.25
1 : ‘ 3
Bityl O:I.utev 7.3 - 6.0 6.0 6,0 6.0 6,0
Pt:lflu# C-325 - 27,3 a2.3 17,5 17.5% 22,5 22,5
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 3, Part B (continued)

Two further compounds were designed to test the flight
performance of B,T.N, as an antiozonant and Butoxy
Ethyl Oleate as a plasticizer,

The formulations of these compounds are as follows:
A3-128 A3-129

Neoprene 750 80.0
Neoprene 571 20.0
Zinc Oxide 5.0
Neozone 'D' 2
NoBoCn
B.T.N. 3
Accelerator 833 1
Sunaptic Acid 1
0
6
2

N &
[e =)

i DULNOO O00O0O0

Aquarex SMO

Dibutyl Sebacate

Paraflux C-325 2
Butoxy Ethyl Oleate -

NI OAOHEIT Wb W

N

Balloons were made from these two compounds, and
physical characteristics were determined on the
balloons. Results of these tests are as follows:

Balloon from A3-128

Test temperature (°C) +20 -70
Modulus at 200% (psi) 120 160
Modulus at 400% (psi) 190 1910
Modulus at 600% (psi) 310 --
Tensile Strength (psi) 1220 L425
Elongation (%) 810 530
Tear Strength (lbs/in) 49 --
Balloon from A3-129

Test Temperature (°C) +20 -70
Modulus at 200% (psi) 130 700
Modulus at 400% (psi) 205 2035
Modulus at 600% (psi) 405

Tensile Strength(psi) 1170 4175
Elongation (% 760 540
Tear Strength (lbs/in) L6 --

The range of cures already conducted on compounds
similar to A3-128 and A3-129 preclude the necessity for
repeating a range of cures on the balloons themselves
in order to determine the optimum cure since this has
already been established.
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T.

K A, P

P B (continued)

Flights were performed with balloons made from these
compounds, and the results are given in Task A, Phase
4, of this report.

The compound containing Neoprene 400 which was developed
in Part A of this phase (A3-130) is not a dual-purpose
compound and is only rendered suitable for niﬁht flight
by post plasticizing. It was therefore, considered
desirable to develop a true dual-purpose compound which
would take advantage of the high modulus characteristics
of Neoprene 400,

Accordingly, compound A3-131 was developed, the formulation
for which follows:

Compound A3-131

Neoprene 750 60.0
Neoprene 400 40,
Zinc Oxide 5
Neozone 'D’ 2
N.B.C. 3
Accelerator 833 1
Sunaptic Acid 1
Aquarex SMO 0
Dibutyl Sebacate 30

Although previous studies have shown that Butyl Oleate
is a preferable low-temperature plasticizer to Dibutyl
Sebacate, it was found necessary to use Dibutyl Sebacate
in this compound owing to the apparent incompatibility
of Butyl Oleate with Neoprene 400, although this may be
due to the fact that the standard Butyl Oleate emulsion
is unsatisfactory. It is planned to continue laboratory
investigations in order to correct this situation.

Due to the softness of the gel it was impossible to make
balloons from this compound and it was abandoned. It
was however, found possible to use Dibutyl Sebacate as
the only plasticizer in a compound containing Sulphur
and Neoprene 571. The formulation for this compound and
its optimum physical properties are given below:
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 3, Part B (continued)

Compound A3-133
Neoprene 750 80.0
Neoprene 571 10.0
Neoprene 735 10.0
Zinc Oxide 5.0
Neozone 'D' 2,0
N.B.C. 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5
Sulphur 5.0
Dibutyl Sebacate 25,0

Balloons from A3-133

Test temperature (°C) +20 =70
Modulus at 200% (psi) 110 F
Modulus at 400% (psi) 245 R
Modulus at 600% (psi) 470 o]
Tensile Strength(psi) 1365 z
Elongation (%) 825 E
Tear Strength (lbs/in) 42 N

These results confirm the necessity for using Butyl
Oleate, Paraflux C-325, or Butoxy Ethyl Oleate as a
low-temperature plasticizer. Nevertheless, it was
decided to fly balloons made from this compound, and

the results of these flights are given in Task A, Phase 4,
Part B of this report.

In view of the promising results shown during the
evaluation of Merac, three compounds were designed. One
of them is a day flight compound (A3-132) and the other
two (A3-135 and A3-136) are dual-purpose compounds, The
formulations for these compounds are as follows:

A3-132 A3-135  A3-136

Neoprene 750 80.0 80.0 80.0
Neoprene 571 20.0 20,0 20,0
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0 5.0
Neozone 'D' 2,0 2,0 2,0
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 -- 0.5 --

Merac 1,0 0.5 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate 6.25 6.25 6.25
Paraflux C-325 -- 22,5 22,5
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TASK A, Phage 3, Part B (continued)

The purpose of compound A3-135 was to determine the
effect of using a blend of two accelerators, such
conditions not having been previously studied in this
research. Since the optimum cure has already been
established for compounds containing Merac, the physical
properties of these compounds were determined at that

cure only. The results follow:
Balloon from A3-132

Test temperature (°C) +20 =40
Modulus at 200% (psi) 140 405
Modulus at 400% (psi) 200 1165
Modulus at 600% (psi) 365 3100
Tensile Strength(psi) 2150 4275
Elongation (%) 980 710

Tear Strength (lbs/in) 73

Balloon from A3-135
Test temperature (#C) +2 -70

Modulus at 200% (psi) 115 1170
Modulus at 400% (psi) 195 3000
Modulus at 600% (psi) 415 --
Tensile Strength (psi) 1340 4410
Elongation (%%

800 S45
Tear Strength (lbs/in) 47 --

Balloon from A3-136

Test temperature (°C)  +20 -70
Modulus at 200% (psi) 105 1040
Modulus at 400% (psi) 180 2970
Modulus at 600% (psi) 355 -

Tensile Strength (psi) 1460 5210

Elongation (%) 820 530
Tear Strength (lbs/in) 52 -

It is clear from these results that balloons made from
compounds A3-135 and A3-136 should be satisfactory at
the 100,000-foot level but cannot be expected to be
supericr to balloons made from A3-106, The higher
modulus indicates a satisfactory rate of ascent.

Day-flight balloons made from compound A3-132 should
be equal, if not slightly superior, to those made from
compound A3-105, Balloons were, therefore, submitted
for flight testing, and the results of the flights are
given in Task A, Phase 4, Part B of this report.
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TASK A, Phage 3, Part B (continued)

Results obtained with Mistron Vapor (see Task A, Phase
2, Part F) suggest that improved rates of ascent might
be obtained in dual-purpose compounds which contain
this material because of the higher modulus it yields.
At the same time, there should be no loss in altitudes
since the elongation is relatively unaffected. Accordingly,
compound A3-137 was designed, the formulation and physical
properties of which follow:

Compound A3-137

Neoprene 750 80.0

Neoprene 571 20.0

Mistron Vapor 10.0

Zinc Oxide 5.0

Neozone 'D' 2,0

N.B.C. 3.0
Accelerator 333 1.0

Sunaptic Acid 1.0

Aquarex SMO 0.5

Dibutyl Sebacate 6.25
Paraflux C-325 22,5

Balloon from A3-137

Test temperature (°C) +20 ~70
Modulus at 200% (psi) 130 1320
Modulus at 400% (psi) 190 3680
Modulus at 600% (psi) 425 -
Tensile Strength (psi) 1500 5280

Elongation (%) 810 520
Tear Strength (lbs/in) 55 -

As anticipated, the room-temperature modulus is
substantially higher than that of compound A3-106

yet the elongation at both room temperature and at
-70°C is not reduced. Accordingly, balloons were
made from this compound, and their flight performance
is recorded in Task A, Phase 4, Part B of this report,.

One of the objectives throughout this study has been

to increase the elongation at -70°C of dual-purpose
compounds. Several compounds have been developed which
do not freeze at this temperature, but in each case

the elongation has been in the order of 500%. These
compounds have performed satisfactorily when balloons
were made from them and have generally resulted in
similar bursting altitudes for a given size balloon.
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TASK A, Phase 3, Part B (continued)

The way to substantially increase the bursting altitude

of a given size balloon is by improving the low-temperature
elongation of the film. Increasing the amount of
Accelerator 833 was effective for day-flight balloon
compounds, but was notso for dual-purpose compounds.

(See Task A, Phase 2, Part D), However, Wingstay 'T'’
provides a means of achieving improved elongation at

-40°C in a day-flight compound and may possibly result

in a similar increase in dual-purpose compounds.

Accordingly, a series of nine compounds, identified

as A3-138 through A3-146 was designed. The formulations
of these compounds are given in Table 102, a study of
which shows that the changes are restricted to the six
materials: Neozone 'D', N,B.C., Accelerator 833, Merac,
Wingstay 'T' and B.T.N,

Plates were dipped from these compounds according to
standard procedure and cured for 60, 90 and 120 minutes
at 250°F. Physical properties were determined at

room temperature and at -70°C, and the results of these
tests are given in Tables 103 and 104,

A study of these tables shows some extremely interesting
results. All compounds tested showed satisfactory
room-~temperature tensile strength and elongation.

Compounds A3-140, A3-141 and A3-145,in particular, show
unusually high elongations for dual-purpose compounds;

and the tear strength of A3-141 and A3-145 is, in general,
above average.

At -70°C almost every compound shows substantially higher
elongation than has hitherto been obtainable. In
particular, compounds A3-142 and A3-145 both reach
elongations of 600%, the latter compound having an
elongation of 600% or better at all cures tested.
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TABLE 102

FORMULATIONS OF DUAL-PURPOSE BALLOON COMPOUNDS

Foiqnlltion Ne. A3-138 | A3-139 | A3-140 | A3-141 | A3-142 | A3-143 | A3-144 | A3-145 | A3-146
-Nioprene 750 80,0 80.0 80.0 80.0 80,0 80.0 80.0 80,0 80,0
Nboprene 571 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10,0 10.0
Neoprene 733 10.0 10,0 10,0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10,0 10.0
Zinc Oxide 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5
Neozone °'D' 1f0 1,0 - - 1,0 1.0 1,0 - 1,0
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 - - - 3.0
. Sunaptic Acid 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
Butyl Oleate 22,5 22,5 22,5 22,5 22,5 22,5 22,5 22,5 22,5
Sulphur | 2.0 2,0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2,0 2,0 2.0 2.0
Accelerator 833 1.0 - - 1.0 1,0 1.0 - - 0.5
Merac - 1.0 1,0 - - - 1,0 1.0 0.5
Wingstay 'T" - - 2.0 2.0 2.0 - - 2.0 -
B.T.N. - - - - - 3.0 3.0 3.0 -
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TABLE 3
_PHYSJCAL PROPERTIES OF DUAL-PURPOSE BALLOON COMPOUNDS A3-138 THROUGH A3-146
' ' TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE
Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation Tear
Compound Time Temp, at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break | Strength
No. (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)

A3-138 60 250 95 140 290 1405 830 35
90 250 100 155 300 1450 830 35

120 250 95 150 295 1430 810 40

A3-139 - 60 250 95 145 280 1370 815 40
-~ 90 250 100 150 280 1470 820 40

120 250 100 150 275 1440 815 35

A3;140 60 - 250 90 125 200 1315 930 3s
. 9 250 100 135 245 1335 850 40

120 250 105 145 245 1400 845 40

A3-141 60 250 95 135 200 1470 940 40
90 250 95 " 140 220 1375 885 45

120 250 105 155 275 1630 870 50

A3-142. 60 250 100 145 235 1455 875 45
90 250 105 150 245 1435 865 45

120 250 115 165 330 1460 815 45

A3-143 60 - 250 105 145 235 1310 865 40
90 250 105 150 270 1375 840 40

120 250 105 155 315 1540 830 40

.A3-144 ' 60 250 90 145 245 1400 865 50
' 90 250 100 145 255 1470 850 45

120 250 100 155 305 1545 840 45

A3-145 60 250 85 120 185 1225 960 40
90 250 100 140 220 1530 920 40

120 250 105 155 245 1535 880 51

A3-146 60 250 105 155 260 1630 875 45
90 250 110 170 295 1660 835 45

120 250 110 180 305 1650 830 45
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.

TESTED AT -70°C

- 169 -

Cure Cure Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile Elongation
Compound Time Temp, at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength at Break

No, (mins) | (°F) (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) %)
A3-138 60 250 1090 2235 - 3380 520
90 250 1275 2830 - 4235 500
120 250 1680 3040 - 3840 480
A3-139 60 250 1180 1860 - 2720 500
90 250 1370 2470 - 4230 530
120 250 1550 3000 - 4635 530
A3-140 60 250 970 1990 - 3570 540
90 250 1100 2160 - 4475 570
120 250 1570 2555 - 4180 530
A3-141 60 250 930 1855 - 3370 570
90 250 1035 1400 - 3650 580
120 250 1300 1975 - 3645 550
A3-142 60 250 1005 1815 3870 3915 610
90 250 1024 1800 - 4055 590
120 250 1460 2190 - 4245 590
- A3-143 60 250 1110 2330 - 4370 560
90 250 1080 2060 - 3680 560
120 250 1040 2330 - 4025 550
A3-144 60 250 880 1725 - 3615 580
90 250 1115 2130 - 3930 560
120 250 1375 2450 - 4330 570
A3-145 60 250 1055 2020 4675 4675 600
90 250 1100 2150 4725 4815 610
120 250 1145 2200 4915 4915 600
A3-146 | 60 250 910 2065 - 4830 580
90 250 1050 1960 - 4700 570
120 250 1275 2110 - 4885 560
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TASK A, Phage 3, Part B (continued)

There is relatively little difference between these
compounds in low-temperature modulus both at 200%
and 400%, hence, as a natural consequence, those
compounds showing the highest elongations tend to
show the highest tensile strength at -70°C,

Both compounds A3-142 and A3-145 are compounde which
contain Wingstay 'T', and the ability of this material
to increase low-temperature elongation, and to some
extent, room-temperature elongation is again demon-
strated.

Balloons from these compounds can be expected to
reach substantially higher altitudes (an increase of
approximately 10,000 feet) than the similar balloons
made from compounds having only 500% elongation at
the same temperature.

Part C: Fast-Rise Balloon Compounds

Mistron Vapor's ability to raise modulus without
reducing elongation suggests that it would produce

an excellent high-modulus, fast-rise balloon compound.
Accordingly, a day-flight compound (A3-134) was
designed, and its formulation and physical properties
are given below:

Compound A3-134

Neoprene 750 80,0
Neoprene 571 20.0
Mistron Vapor 10,0
Zinc Oxide 5.0
Neozone 'D' 2,0
N.B.C. 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0
Sunaptic Acid 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5
Dibutyl Sebacate 6.25
Balloon from A3-134
Test temperature (°C) +20 =40
Modulus at 200% (psi) 260 680
Modulus at 400% (psi) 415 2100
Modulus at 600% (psi) 920 5300
Tensile Strength(psi) 2915 5525
Elongation (%) 890 620

Tear Strength (lbs/in) 115
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These results are as anticipated, and the modulus

of this compound is greater than that of the
sulphur-bearing, fast-rise compound A3-102. Balloons
were therefore made from this compound for use in the
construction of two-piece, streamlined balloons; the
flight results of which are given in Task C, Phase

3.

In addition, balloons were post-plasticized for night
flight, and the following physical properties were
obtained on such a balloon film:

Balloon from A3-134
Post-Plasgticized

Test temperature (°C) +20 =40 -70
Modulus at 200% (psi) 150 760 1290
Modulus at 400% (psi) 240 1840 3020
Modulus at 600% (psi) 560 3960 --

Tensile Strength (psi) 1630 3960 L4470
Elongation (%) 810 600 510

Tear Strength (lbs/in) 61 -- -

These results also indicate that good fast-rise balloons
could be obtained, the room-temperature modulus still
being very high, The fact that the film does not freeze
at -70°C indicates that it will fly satisfactorily at
night. Therefore, further balloons made from A3-134
were post-plasticized and used in the construction of
fast-rise, night-flight balloons. The results of these
flights are also recorded in Task C, Phase 3.

Phase 4: Correlation of Film Properties with Flight Data

Part A: High-Altitude Balloons

The emphasis in performance of this contract is on
balloons capable of reaching altitudes in excess of
120,000 feet. This is particularly so in the case of
day-fllght balloons; therefore, most of the balloons
submitted for fllght have been substantlally heavier
than the standard balloon of previous contracts which
weighed approximately 800 grams.
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Eight balloons weighing in the order of 2750 grams prepared
from a compound containing 10 parts of plasticizer which was
developed during the period between the expiration of Contract
DA-36-039-SC-78239 and the beginning of Contract DA-36-039-SC-
84925, were submitted for flight testing. These balloons were
identified as EX-1 through EX-8 and were flown with a free lift
of 1600 grams during the hours of daylight. The results of
these flights are given in Table 105.

A study of these results shows that six of the eight balloons
(75%) reached altitudes in excess of 120,000 feet, and seven
of the eight (87-1/2%) reached altitudes in excess of 110,000
feet. Six of the eight balloons achieved ascensional rates of
over 1000 feet per minute,

In view of this satisfactory performance, it was considered
worthwhile to make balloons weighing in the order of 1500 grams
from this same compound and to determine their performance level.
Three balloons were manufactured and submitted for flight testing.
These were identified as EX-3A-1001, EX-3A-1002, and EX-3A-1003,
They were flown with a free lift of 1600 grams, and the results
are recorded in Table 106.

Although one balloon reached an altitude of 128,707 feet, the
performance of the remaining two is disappointing. It seems
unlikely that the compound possesses insufficient

freeze resistance since the performance of the larger balloon
is satisfactory.

Four flights were next performed with balloons manufactured from
compound A3-105, and these were of a confirmatory mnature. Two
balloons weighed approximately 750 grams and were about 90
inches long, two weighed 850 grams and were about 100 inches
long. The characteristics of these balloons and their flight
performances are given in Table 107.

Analysis of these flights immediately indicates that this
compound is still equaling its criginal performance and may be
considered as producing a very reliable 90,000-foot (750 grams)
or 100,000-foot (850 grams) balloon.

A group of balloons made from compound A3-105 in the 2500 gram
class were submitted for flight testing. These balloons were

identified as EX~3A-2021 through EX-3A-2026. They were flown

with a free lift of 1600 grams, and their characteristics and

flight performance are recorded in Table 108,
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TABLE 105
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MADE FROM COMPOUND CONTAINING 10 PARTS DIBUTYL SEBACATE
Day or Flaceld Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon Might | Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (fest) (feet/min.)
EX-1 Bl6-1 Day 2950 1% 128,478 965
EX-2 B17-1 Day 2800 18L 108,990 1025
EX-3 B17-3 Day 2725 180 145,833 1106
EX-L B19-3 Day 2700 178 1,798 1082
EX-S B19-L Day 2775 184 112,205 946
EX-6 B19-5 Day 2725 180 127,198 1003
EX-7 B 9~2 Day 2800 188 146,063 1107
EX-8 B 9-3 Day 2775 190 12h,311 1015
TABLE 106

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALIOONS MADE FROM COMPOUND JONTAINING 10 PARTS DIBUTYL SEBACATE

Day or Flaccid Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon Night | Weight length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-3A-1001 | H16-5 | Day 1625 128 70,000 990
EX-3A-1002 | H17-k Day 1575 133 102,493 1010
EX-3A-1003 H17-6 Day 1650 138 128,707 1091
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TABLE 10
FLIGHT RESULTS ~ BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-105

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon Mght | Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-3A-205 R31-11T Day 725 88 95,750 1okl
EX-3A-206 R31-12T Day 750 88 101,000 1005
EX-3A-221 | s21-2T Day 860 101 111,778 1075
EX-3A-222 521-3T Day 850 97 107,000 1132
TABLE 108

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-105

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
S | || B | D | | ot
EX-3A-2021 | H2-1AM Day 2530 178 126,325 108Y
EX-3A-2022 | H2-LAM Day 2590 176 123,196 108
EX-3A-2023 | H3-1AM Day 2575 178 134,383 1007
EX-3A-202) | H3-3AM Day 2520 177 131,132 1100
EX~3A-2025 | H3-LAM Day 2565 176 130,151 105
EX~3A-2026 | H3-5AM Day 2535 176 133,399 ms
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TASK A, Phage 4, Part A (continued)

A study of these results shows that compound A3-105 is
extremely satisfactory as a compound for the manufacture

of 2500 gram balloons. Sixty-six percent of the flights
reached altitudes in excess of 130,000 feet, and all flights
were over 120,000 feet. The average of the six flights is
approximately 130,000 feet, and the rate of ascent is in
every case more than 1000 feet per minute.

Two balloons in the 600-gram class also made from compound
A3-105 were, therefore, submitted for flight testing. These
balloons were identified as EX-3A-2511 and EX-3A-2512, and
were flown with a free 1ift of 2000 grams. Their physical
characteristics and flight performance are given in Table 109.

. The flight of balloon EX-3A-25l1 is extremely satisfactory,
coming very close to the altitude record for a day-flight
balloon. The flight of EX-3A-2512, however, suggests that
the compound is deficient in low-temperature elongation.

The balloon is not freezing, for if it were the rupture
would occur at the tropopause and not at 100,000 feet. It
appears, therefore, that additional plasticizer is not ne-
cessary for this compound to perform at the 140,000 to
150,000-foot level.

The substantially smaller 2500-gram balloon is already
extended at the tropopause, and therefore is less likely
to show cold flow as the temperature drops. The 6000-gram
balloon, however, is barely rounded out at the tropopause.

In an effort to correct the erratic performance of the 6000-
gram balloons, six additional balloons in this weight class
were submitted for test. These balloons were identified as
EX-3A-2513, EX-3A-2514, EX-3A-2521, EX-3A-2522, EX-3A-2523
and EX-3A-2524, Two of these balloons, EX-3A-2522 and
EX-3A-2523, were inserted inside an 800-gram balloon made
from the same compound and the remaining four had an 800-gram
balloon inserted in the 6000-gram balloon. At inflation

the gas was, in all cases, introduced into the inner balloon
and the necks of the two balloons were secured to each other,
It was felt that by this means the 6000-gram balloon could be
induced to expand more uniformly, and localized extension at
relatively low altitudes could be avoided. This should
eliminate the possibility of parts of the film becoming
extremely stiff before it starts to stretch, and hence prevent
a situation developing which permits only parts of the f£ilm
to expand at all.

These balloons were all flown with a free lift of 2000 grams,

and their physical characteristics and flight performance are
given in Table 110.
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TABIE 109
FLIOHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-105

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon Night | Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-3A-2511 | Kl4-1AM | Day 7075 289 143,701 1099
EX-3A-2512 | K22-1AM Day 7110 312 102,500 953
TABLE 110

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-105

- Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon Mght | Weight Length at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min,)
EX-3A=2513 | R31-1AM Day 6850 2L6 128,362 1237
EX-3A-251) | R31-2AM | Day 6570 2L6 108,793 1031
EX~34-2521 | M12-1AM | Day 8610 325 71,800 1167
EX-3A-2522 | Ml12-2AM Day 7035 265 136,900 1272
EX-34-2523 | 36-1AM Day 8210 266 133,891 1260
EX-3A-252); | 36-2AM Day 83ko 264 73,700 1271
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The results obtained are still erratic, only three of the
balloons approaching a satisfactory bursting altitude. In
at least two of the flights, EX-3A-2521 and EX-3A-2524, it
appears that the large balloon broke at the same time as
the 800-gram balloon.

A further three balloons were made from compound A3-105,

and submitted for flight testing. These balloons, identified
as EX-3A-1201 through EX-3A-1203, weighed approximately 1600
grams and were designed to reach an altitude of 120,000 feet.
The characteristics of these balloons which were flown with a
free lift of 1600 srams, and their flight performance are
given in Table 111,

Analysis of these flights confirms the consistent performance
of balloons made from compound A3-105., Much data has been
accumulated using balloons designed to reach altitudes of
100,000 feat made from this compound, and these balloons
have shown excellent consistency. It would also appear that
similar consistency may be expected at the 120,000-foot level.

Five balloons made from compound A3-115 which contains Lytron
615 were flown, Previously, balloons made from a similar
compound had flown very erratically, and this compound had
very poor ozone resistance. Compound A3-11l5 was designed to
improve this property.

These balloons were identified as EX~3A-501 through EX-3A-505,
and were flown with a free lift of 1600 grams. Their
characteristics and flight performance are given in Table 112,

Analysis of these flights indicates that although the level
of performance is low,it is quite consistent. It seems
possible that the low altitudes may be due to an inherent
lack of elongation in the compound,

Accordingly, compound A3-118 was designed in which the
plasticizer content was increased by an additional 10 parts.

Five balloons from this compound were prepared and submitted
for flight testing. These balloons were identified as
EX-3A-511 through EX-3A-515. They were flown in the daytime
with a free lift of 1600 grams. Their characteristics and
flight performance are given in Table 113,

Analysis of these flights shows that consistency of performance
has been maintained, and the average bursting elevation has
been raised from 82,000 feet in the case of compound A3-115

to 89,500 feet for compound A3-118,
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JABIE 111
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-105

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Welght Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-3A-1201 w17-3 Day 16L5 125 125,000 1090
EX-3A-1202 | W17-L Day 1645 121 125,919 1175
EX-3A-1203 W17-6 Tay 1615 123 125,810 1135
TABLE 112

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-115

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | NMight Weight length at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX.3A-501 W10-8TK Day 1000 107 75, 900 10L40
EX-3A-502 | W1L-2TK | Day 1010 105 8k, 300 1045
EX-3A-503 Wlh-3TK Day 1020 107 88,000 1101
EX-3A-50L W1lL-LTK Day 1020 105 8L,000 1069
EX-3A-505 W15-2TK Day 1035 108 77,800 1059
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TASK A, Phage 4, Part A (continued)

In order to improve the ozone resistance of the Lytron-
containing compounds, N.B.C. had been replaced by Agerite
DPPD :in A3-11l5 and A3-118. It has already been shown that
replacement of N,B.C. in compound A3-105 by Agerite DPPD

in compound A3-117 resulted in a loss in daytime altitude

of approximately 10,000 feet. (See Task B, Phase 5). This
was attributed to the darker color of the balloons resulting
in increased infra-red ratiation absorption,

It would seem probable, therefore, that A3-118, if the color
were lighter, would provide a consistent 100,000-foot balloon.

A group of six balloons in the 2500-gram class made from
compound A3-~101 was flown. This compound had in the past
given somewhat erratic results due, it was felt, to its low
room-temperature modulus, The cure was therefore adjusted
to increase the modulus, and this group of flights was
conducted with balloons cured according to the revised
procedure.

These balloons were identified as EX-3A-2011 through
EX-3A-2016 and were flown with a free lift of 1600 grams,
Their characteristics and the results of these flights are
given in Table 114,

A study of these results shows that the consistency of this
balloon's performance has been improved enormously, Of

the six flights, five reached altitudes between 132,000 feet
and 139,000 feet, and the sixth balloon reached an altitude
of 126,000 feet. All six balloons had ascensional rates of
over 1000 feet per minute.

Three balloons in the 1000-gram class were manufactured from
compound A3-157, This compound was designed for exceptionally
high elongation at room temperature and at -40°C. The
characteristics of these balloons and their flight performance
are given in Table 115.

The results obtained with these three balloons are excellent,
both as to altitude attained and consistency of performance.
In addition the ascensional rate is also satisfactory. It
would seem, therefore, that the increased elongation has
resulted as could be expected in a substantial gain in
altitude (approximately 15,000 feet). If this level of
performance can be maintained with larger balloons, 2500-gram
balloons from this compound should consistently reach
altitudes of more than 140,000 feet which would constitute a
major advance for meteorological balloons.
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TABLE 113
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3.118
Day or Altitude | Ascensional
P | P | B | T | D | | i
EX-3A-511 | AL-2TK Day 1050 112 90,000 1146
EX-3A-512 | AL-3TK Day 1080 112 89,300 1104
EX-3A-513 | A6-2TK Day 1080 113 88,300 1141
EX-3A-51} | AlO-2TK | Day 1080 111 86,400 1119
EX-3A-515 | Al4-2TK | Day 1090 1 93,800 1089
TABIE 11}
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-101
Day or Altitude | Ascensional |
Experiment | Balloon | Night | Weight Length | at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (foet) (feet/min, )
EX-3A-2011 | F18-2 Day 2420 186 138,250 1088
EX-3A-2012 | F19-2 Day 2475 196 139,108 1089
EX-3A-2013 | F19-L Day 290 189 138,320 1069
EX-3A-201ly | F19-5 Day 2615 196 126,312 1066
EX-3A-2015 | F20-1 Day 2L35 18 132,316 1076
EX-3A-2016 | F20-5 Day 2630 192 13k, 7uL 1036
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TASK A, Phase 4, Part A (continued)

TABLE 115
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-157

Day or titude Ascensional
Balloon Night Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. Flight (grams) (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
S18-2TB Day 1010 98 122,828 1135
S518-3TB Day 1030 102 124,672 111k
518-7TB Day 1000 103 123,491 1099

Part B: Dual-Purpose Balloons

Compound A3-103 showed good physical characteristics for a
dual-purpose balloon. Accordingly, six balloons in the 600-
gram class were prepared and submitted for flight testing.
These balloons were flown at night with a total 1lift of

3200 grams., They were manufactured in January, 1960, at a
time when Contract DA-36-039.SC-78239 had expired and
Contract DA-36-039-SC-84925 had not yet been awarded.
Characteristics of these balloons identified as EX-10 through
EX-15, and their flight performance are recorded in Table 116,

A study of these results shows excellent performance as far
as altitude is concerned. The rate of rise,however, is
somewhat below the desired minimum of 1000 feet per minute.

In order to determine the storage characteristics of this
compound and of these balloons, further balloons of the
same weight and size were made from compound A3-103 after
it had been allowed to age for four months., Three of these
balloons were flown immediately, and three more were flown
after being allowed to shelf age for two months.

Balloons EX-16, EX~-17 and EX-~18 were freshly made and were
flown with a total 1ift of 3200 grams. Balloons EX-3A~105,
EX-3A-106 and EX-3A-107 were aged for two months before flight
and were flown with a total 1ift of 3400 grams.
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TABIE 116

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-103

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Bailoon Night Weight Length at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min,)
EX-lO» A7-3T Night 655 85 97,800 932
EX-11 A7-4T Night 645 87 100,000 980
EX-12 Al11-3T Night 665 86 100,700 955
EX-13 Al12-3T Night 650 85 82,200 924
EX-14 A13-1T Night 635 86 100,600 998
EX-15 A13-2T Night 685 86 101,300 972

At the same time, four balloons weighing approximately 750
rams were made from the aged compound, These balloons were
dentified as EX-3A-101 through EX-3A-104, They were flown

with a total lift of 3600 grams. All of the above balloons

were flown at night, and the characteristics and flight results

are recorded in Table 117,

A study of these results shows that although there appears
to be a reduction in performance as the compound ages, there
is no loss in performance by the balloon after aging for two
months.

All of the altitudes with the exception of EX-3A-~102 are
satisfactory, and the lighter weight balloons flown with a
total lift of 3400 grams (EX-3A-105, EX-3A-106 and EX-3A-107)
achieved rates of ascent in excess of 1000 feet per minute,
Increasing the wei%ht of the balloon to 750 grams was not
accompanied by an increase in length, and consequently the
higher lift of 3600 grams resulted in a loss of altitude.

The improved low-temperature characteristics of compound
A3-104 suggested that it should yield good dual-purpose
balloons., Accordingly, six balloons in the 750-gram class
were submitted for flight testing. They were identified as
EX-3A-301 through EX-3A-306, flown at night with a total lift
of 3600 grams, and reported on in Table 118,
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TABLE 11
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-103

Day or Flaccld Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Ballocn | Night Weight Length at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight| (grams) | (inches) (feat) (feet/min,)
EX-16 C22-3T | Night 660 88 95,500 987
EX-17 C22-5T | Night 6L0 85 9L, 900 991
EX-18 €23-3T | Night 655 86 $0, 300 992
EX-3A-101 | F22-1T | Night 735 87 98,200 1079
EX-3A-102 | F25-1T | Night 740 87 56,900 662
EX-3A=103 | F26-2T | Night 735 8l 86,100 1013
EX-3A-10 | F26-3T | Night 740 87 88,730 828
EX-3A-105 | F19-1T | Night 675 86 92,900 100k
EX-3A-106 | F19-3T | Might 680 8y 92,420 1030
EX-3A-107 | F19-4T | Might 690 89 95,500 1013

TABIE 118

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-10L

Day or Flaceid Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Weight Length at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX~3A-301 | H10-1T | Might 710 79 90,500 1093
EX-3A=302 | H11-2T | Night 730 80 89,600 1123
EX-3A-303 | H17-1T | MNight 130 75 91,100 1087
EX-3A-30L | H17-37 | Might 755 8o | 72,200 953
EX-3A-305 | m8-3T | Might 750 76 95,600 1116
EX-3A-306 | H19-1T | Might 760 82 105,000 1066




FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 4, PartB (continued)

A study of the results in Table 118 shows that this

balloon performs satisfactorily at night, Comparison with
flights EX-3A-101 through EX-3A-104 in Table 117 shows that
the balloons made from compound A3-104 averaged 94,360 feet
(eliminating the 72,200-fcot flight) while the balloons made
from compound A3-103 averaged 91,010 feet (eliminating the
56,900-foot flight).

Similarly, the average rate of ascent of the A3-104 balloons
was 1097 feet per minute, while that of the A3-103 balloons
was 973 feet per minute.

At the same time it must be noted that the A3-104 balloons
had an average length of 78 inches while the A3-103 balloons
had an average length of 86 inches.

Thus the superiority of compound A3-104 is clearly demonstrated,
confirming the indication of the laboratory physical
characteristics.

An additional seven balloons made from compound A3-104 were
next flown, Four of these were in the 750/800-gram range,
and were identified as EX-3A-311 through EX-3A-314, One
balloon, EX-3A-1101, weighed about 1000 grams, and the
remaining two weighed about 1700 grams. They were all flown
with a free lift of 1600 grams. The characteristics of these
balloons and their flight performance are given in Table 119,

Examination of these results shows that balloons in the 750/800-
gram range perform satisfactorily, three out of four flights
being over 100,000 feet. The single balloon in the 1000-gram
class flown at night also performed well, reaching an

altitude of 111,000 feet. The indications are,therefore, that
compound A3-104 produces satisfactory dual-purpose balloons up
to the 100,000-foot level.

However, the two 1700-gram balloons are disappointing. There
is no immediately apparent reason for the failure >f these
balloons, particularly in view of the good performance of the
smaller balloons, and further flights were therefore carried
out,

A group of eight balloons was flown by both day and night with
a free lift of 1600 grams. The characteristics of these
balloons and their flight performance are given in Table 120,

Analysis of these results shows that six out of the eight
flights reached altitudes in excess of 100,000 feet, and of
the two that failed to do so, one of them reached 98,700 feet.
The very slow rate of ascent of the eighth balloon suggests
that it possibly developed a pinhole.
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TASK A, Phase &4, Part B {continued)

TABLE 119
FLIGHT RESULTS -~ BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-10L
Day or Altitude {|Ascensional
Experiment | Salloon | Night Welight length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams)| (inches) (feet) {feet/min,)
EX-3A-311 | S14=3TN | Day 775 8o 100, 600 1167
EX-3A-312 S19-1TN | Night 755 90 01, od 1059
EX-34-313 S21-2TN | Night 780 80 67,000 1138
EX-3A-31) 521-3TN Day 785 Bl 110, %00 1225
EX-3A-1101 | R 23T Night 1105 99 108,300 1062
EX-3A-1102 | M29-LT | Night 17L0 133 66,000 927
EX-3A-1103 | M29-5T | Night 1700 133 92,700 1055
TABLE 120

FLIGHT RESULTS

- BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-10L

Day or Aititude [Ascensional
Experiment | Ballosn | NMight Weight Length at Burst Rate

No. Ne. Flight | (grams){ (inches) (feet) (feat/min.)
EX-3A-321 TS-2TM Night 835 92 109,200 1073
EX~3A=322 T6-1TM Day 810 92 103,200 1166
EX-3A-323 | T1i-2TK | Night 1050 103 109,950 1037
EX-3A-32) T1lL-1TK Day 1025 106 98, 700 1093
EX-3A-325 TlL=3TK | Night 1058 100 72,000 686
EX-3A-326 | T14-LTK | Day 1025 98 110,006 1117
EX-3A-327 T14-STK | Night 1045 106 1i1,%00 1015
EX-3A-328 | T26-2TK | Day 1020 10z 107,900 102
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It would appear, therefore, that compound A3-104 p;oduces
a satisfactory 100,000-foot balloon capable of flying by
day or by night and having a satisfactory rate of ascent.

A series of balloons in the 1750-gram class was now made
from compound A3-104, In all, sixteen balloons ranging
in weight from 1750 grams to 2250 grams were flown.

The sixteen balloons were identified as EX-3A-1331 through
EX-3A-1336 in the case of the 1750 gram class, and EX-3A-111l1
through EX-3A-1115 and EX-3A-~1531 through EX-3A-1535 in the
case of the heavier balloons., All of the balloons were

flown with a free lift of 1600 grams. The flight performance
and characteristics of the balloons are given in Table 121,

It would appear from these results that this compound is
suitable for high-altitude, day-flight balloons but not for
night-flight balloons although it is designed as a dual-
purpose compound and performs as such at the 100,000-foot
level and below.

Additional flights were conducted with balloons manufactured
from compound A3-104 which had been aged for six months,
The balloons were flown with a free l1ift of 1600 grams,
and the results of these flights are given in Table 122,

A study of these results shows that there is in general,
no loss in performance with compound A3-104, and that it
is capable of producing a consistent 100,000~-foot balloon.

A further group of balloons was prepared from compound
A3-104., These balloons weighed approximately 2000 grams.
Balloons EX-3A-1541 through EX-3A-1543 ranged in length
from 135 to 139 inches; balloons EX-3A-1544 through
EX-3A-1546 ranged in length from 117 to 118 inches. They
were all flown with a free lift of 1600 grams, and their
ihgracteristics and flight performance are given in Table
2 .

A study of these results shows that, although compound
A3-104 performs satisfactorily at the 100,000-foot level,
it is erratic at the 120,000-foot level. Of the six
flights, only one reached an altitude in excess of
120,000 feet,.
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TABLE 121

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-10L

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Might | Weight Length | at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) |[(inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
. BX-3A-1331 | C20-1T Day 1805 128 119, 160 1220
EX-3A-1332 | C20-2T Day 1775 134 113,852 1132
EX-34-1333| C21-2 | Day 1870 131 13k, 350 1127

EX-3A-133L | C21-3T | Night 1850 132 not flown

EX-3A-1335 | C23-1T | Might 1760 128 92,100 965
| EX-3A-1336 | C23-27 | Might 1805 132 111,450 1018
EX-3A-1111 | B23-1T | Might 2215 10 117,077 822
EX-3A-1112 | B23-2T Day 2220 139 105,000% 109
EX-3A-1113 | B27-1T Day 2210 m 120, 377# 1180
EX-3A-111} | B28-1T | Might 2225 10 72, 800 915
EX-3A-1115 | B28-2T | Night 23k0 il | 109,515 889
EX-3A-1531 | C2-1T Might 2290 3 83,400 9ko
EX-3A-1532 | C6-1T Mght 2270 151 9k,000 917
EX-3A-1533 | C8-3T Night 2300 148 98,200 919
EX-3A-1534 | Cl1-1T Night 2485 s 91, 200 529
EX-3A-1535 | C3-1T Night 2680 160 122, 300 901

* Top Intelligible Data
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. TABLE 322
FLIGHT RESULTS - PALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-104
Day or | Altitude :.;Aacensional
Experiment Ballcon Night " Weight Length at Burst | . Rate
Nos . Nog Flight (grams) (inches) (feet) - | (feet/min,)
EX-3A-451 F14-4M Day ‘ | 1050 85 97,600 1776
EX-3A-452 | F14-8M | Night 1055 96 108,400 . 1134
BX-3A-453 F17-1M Day 1005 87 99,400 1242
BX-3A-454 Rl17-2M Nigh:t ' 975. 88 100,1:00 1095
BX~3A-455 B17-5M Day . 1025 89 109,406 | 1240
. EX-3A~456 F18-3M Nigh.t' 1005 84 108,360 1176
EX-3A-561 F28-3TM Day 1025 99 106,900 - 1011
EX-3A-562 B28-4T™ Night 1010 109 - 112, 500 . 983
BEX~3A-~563 AF2‘8-5TM Night 1000 109 110 ,060 - 998
BX-3A-564 F28-6T™M Night 1025 106 ‘ 108,600 1057
EX-3A-565 F28-7T™ Day 10_35 108 A 105,,660l 1100
EX-3A-566 H1-6TM Day 1030 101 K 110,000 1134
EX-3A~481 - | H12-2T Night 1130 89 101 .'.450 : 1061
| EX-3A-482 | H12-4T Night 1085 109 103,800 | - 1001
EX-3A-483 ] H15-5T Night 1085 91 100 , 575 1001
EX-3A-521 H25-1TN Night 1060 101 105,400 ' 1033
EX-3A~522 H25-2TN Day 1050 102 105,40_0; 1073
EX-3A-~523 | H26-5TN Night 1060 105 105 5900 1012
EX~-3A~-524 . H29-1TN - Day - 1000 104 106,900 1058
EX-3A-525 H29-7TN Night | 1010 105 1,os.6o§ 979
EX-3A-526 K1-2TN Day 1040 104 107,100 1030
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

TABLE 123

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-10k

Day or Altitude |[Ascensional
ot e R B | ] e
EX-3A-1541 | Fs-2T Day 2145 135 125,700 1136
EX-3A-1542 | F5-3T Night 2115 139 111,115 991
EX-3A-15L43 | F7-3T Day 2205 138 98,870 1030
EX-3A-15Lk | F25-4 Day 2200 117 113,058 118L
EX-3A-15L5 | F26-5 | Night 2105 117 10k, 920 913
EX-3A-1546 | F26-6 | Night 2175 118 100,600 U6
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

The performance of the balloon is little affected by the
length., This seems to indicate that the additional pre-
elongation which the smaller balloon achieves before
entering the low-temperature zones compensates for the
shorter length, and therefore points to the fact that

the freeze resistance of this compound was satisfactory
for a balloon 105 inches long designed to reach an
altitude of 100,000 feet but was insufficient for a larger
balloon designed to reach higher altitudes.

In order to confirm the performance of compound A3-30-1,
the dual-purpose compound developed during Contract
DA-36-039-SC-78239, additional flights were performed with
1000-gram balloons. These flights were conducted after

the expiration of Contract DA-36-039-S5C-78239, and before
the award of Contract DA-36-039-SC-84925, 1In all, eighteen
balloons were flown., They were identified as EX-21 through
EX-38 and were flown with a free lift of 1600 grams.
Fifteen were flown during the night, and three were flown
during the day. The characteristics of these balloons

and their flight performance are given in Table 124,

Analysis of these results shows that the three day-flight
balloons reached altitudes in excess of 100,000 feet. Of
the fifteen night-flight balloons, eleven (73%) reached
altitudes in excess of 100,000 feet,

In view of the performance of this compound, it was
decided to use it to manufacture larger balloons as part
of this study. The compound was therefore assigned the
number A3-106, and the balloons in the 1750-gram and 3000-
gram class were manufactured.

Initially, three 3000-gram balloons were submitted for
flight testing. These balloons were identified as

EX-50, EX-51 and EX-52, They were flown during the hours

of darkness with a free lift of 1600 grams. Characteristics

of these balloons and the flight results are recorded in
Table 125,

A study of these results shows consistent performance insofar
as altitude is concerned. Although the ascensional rate
is less than that desirable.

A further six balloons were submitted, three of which were
flown during the hours of darkness and three during the
hours of daylight. These balloons were identified as
EX-3A~2101 through EX-3A-2106. All balloons were flown
with a free lift of 1600 grams. The characteristics of
these balloons and their flight performance are also given
in Table 125.
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FACTVAL DATA (coNrrnusp)

TASX A Prask 4 EAR?' B (conrrnurp)
TABLE 1],
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANJFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-106
Day or | Flaceid | Altitude | Ascensional
Bt | o™ | rlight | (greme) | (tnchos) | “(reet) | (faotmtn.)

EX-21 B10=2 Night 1205 109 11k,000 07 '
EX-22 B10-3 Night | 1195 102 96,610 986
EX-23 B10=l Might 1220 12 116, 699 1058
EX-2l B10-5 Mght | 1150 108 110,000 996
EX-25 B10=6 Night 1225 110 114,500 1073
EX26 B10~10 Night 1180 116 11k, 403 1112
EX-27 B18-27 Mgnt | 1105 102 92,700 1010
EX-28 B185T Might 1110 103 96,500 9L8
EX-29 B19-7T Day 1070 99 101, 800 931
EX-30 B19-8T Day 1100 102 101,000 1069
EX-31 B23-17 Day 1080 108 114,000 1115
EX-32 B23+3T Night 1115 106 112,008 1085
EX-33 C18=6 Might 135 1l 109,055 980
EX-3L C18=7 Night 1050 106 39,500 711
EX=35 C18-8 Night | 1110 107 104,000 985
EX-36 C18=9 Mght | 1105 11 103,117 1023
EX-37 €18-10 | Night ' 1085 110 105,479 986

- EX-38 c18-11 NMight | 1085 107 106,102 1064
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

TABLE 125

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-106

Day or | Flaccid Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment. | Balloon | Night Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams)| (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-50 B23-2 | Night 3025 188 110, 302 815
EX-51 B2L-3 | Night 2925 17k 126,472 791
EX-52 A19-2 | Might 2950 186 126,476 817
EX-3A-2101 | A19-3 | Night 2950 184 137,369 905
BX-3A-2102 | A20-1 Day 3000 183 0,000 909
EX-3A-2103 | A20-2 | Might 2850 181 122,966 85k
EX-3A-210L4 | A20-2 Day 2975 180 113,71k 980
EX-3A-2105 | A21-2 | Night 3050 182 140,682 962
EX-3A-2106 | A23-1 Day 2900 188 133,005 1015
EX-3A-2107 | A23-2 Day 3025 186 6k, 200 789
EX-3A-2108 | A25-1 Day 2950 179 13k, 843 1040
EX-3A-2109 | A25-3 Day 3150 189 61,300% 8L1

* Top Intelligible Data
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

Analysis of these results again reveals erratic day-
time performance, although the picture is less clear
because of the instrument failure recorded. It would
appear that although a satisfactory high altitude,
night-flight balloon had been developed, additional
work on the compound is necessary to obtain a dual-
purpose, high-altitude balloon.

The flight performance of 1750-gram balloons made

from the same compound was next investigated. Six
balloons were submitted for flight test. These were
identified as EX-3A-1004 through EX-3A-1009. Three

were flown during the day and three at night, all with
a free 1ift of 1600 grams. The characteristics of these
balloons and their flight performance are given in Table
126,

Analysis of these flights indicates that satisfactory
performance at 120,000 feet can be obtained with a 1750-
gram balloon made from compound A3-106. The rate of
ascent is a little slow, but is much better than that of
the 3000-gram balloons. Shortening the balloon should
correct this condition and increase the rate of rise to
over 1000 feet per minute.

In order to complete the performance pattern of balloons
made from this compound, three balloons in the 700-gram
class and six in the 600-gram class were prepared. These
were identified as EX-3A-201, EX-3A-202 and EX-3A-203,
and EX-3A-211 through EX-3A-216.

Balloons EX-3A-201 through EX-3A-203 were flown during
the hours of daylight with a total lift of 360C grams.
Balloons EX-3A-213, EX-3A-215 and EX-3A-216 were flown
during the daylight hours with a total 1ift of 3400 grams;
and balloons EX-3A-211, EX-3A-212 and EX-3A-214 were
flown during the hours of darkness also with a total lift
of 3400 grams. The characteristics of these balloons and
their flight performance are given in Table 127.

A study of these results shows that this compound yields
a very satisfactory balloon in the 600-gram to 700-gram
range. It may be concluded, therefore, that dual-purpose
in the weight range of 600 grams to 1750 grams can be
made from compound A3-106 and that they will all perform
reliably at the altitudes for which they are intended.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 4, Part B (continued)

TABLE 126
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-106

Day or Flaceid Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Welght Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (fest) (feet/min,)
EX-3A-1004 | H8-1 | Night 1700 138 128, 513 968
EX-3A-1005 | H18-2 | Might 1750 139 130,512 967
EX-3A-1006 | H18-3 | Night 1675 12 128,051 983
EX-3A-1007 | H18-L Day 1750 146 135,466 1i32
EX-3A-1008 | H19-1 Day 1790 W7 96,090 910
EX-3A-1009 | H19-L Day 1880 L3 127,395 1037
TABLE 127
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-106
Day or Flaceld Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Weight Length at Buret Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-3A-201 K131 Day 740 92 10, L4oo 1ikh3
EX-3A-202 K132 Day 7h5 95 101, 800 1095
EX-3A-203 K133 Day 770 9% 93,800 1123
EX-3A-211 K71 Might 640 92 100, 200 955
EX-3A-212 K61 Might 630 90 10l,000 1024
EX-3A-213 K101 Day 630 91 82, 400 988
EX~3A-21) K121 Night 625 86 91, 300 950
EX-3A-215 K1l Day 6Ls 89 101,100 1071
BX-3A-216 K161 Day 680 9k 103,600 1085
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

In order to confirm the performance of the 120,000~
foot balloon, a further and more extended series of
flights was made with balloons made from compound
A3-106 and weighing 1800 grams to 2000 grams. In all,
twenty-one balloons were flown with a free l1ift of 1600
grams, Balloons EX3A-1211 through EX-3A-1213 and
balloons EX-3A-1251 through EX-34-1256 were given
additional cure.

The characteristics of these balloons and their flight
performance are given in Table 128,

Analysis of these results shows that out of nine day-
flights, only five reached altitudes greater than
120,000 feet although eight were above 110,000 feet.
This is fairly good performance although it was expected
that better results would be obtained.

However, at night only one balloon reached an altitude
greater than 120,000 feet and only two were above 110,000
feet, Three balloons, EX-3A--1222, EX-3A-1224 and
EX-3A-1226 appeared to freeze, although laboratory tests
of the film show that it does not freeze at -70°C,

The failure of this compound to provide a reliable
120,000-foot balloon, particularly at night, calls for
further investigation since it has provided a very
consistent and reliable 100,000-foot balloon,

Six balloons were made from compound A3-106 using a new
dipping form designed to produce a nominal 2000-gram
balloon. These balloons were identified as EX-3A-1501
through EX-3A-1506 and were flown with a free lift of
1600-grams, Their characteristics and flight performance
are given in Table 129,

Analysis of these results shows the same lack of
consistency as was exhibited by balloons made on the 1500~
gram form. Although part of the poor performance may

be ascribed to the new form, it nevertheless confirms

the failings of A3-106 for balloons for use above

100,000 feet.

Six balloons were therefore made from a newly compounded
batch of A3-106 and submitted for flight testing: These
balloons which were in the 1750-gram cless were identified
as EX-3A-1241 through EX-3A-1246 and were all flown with

a free lift of 1600 grams. The characteristics of these
balloons and their flight performance are given in

Table 130,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

TABLE 128
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-106
Day or Flacold | Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Ballooq MNight | Weight | Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-3A-1211 | wi8-L| Mght | 1865 132 | 7L,000 983
EX-3A-1212 | W18-5| Might 1820 133 10L, 823 9Ll
EX-3A-1213 | W18-6| Night 1815 132 95, 120% 823
EX-3A-1221 | Wl6-2 Day 1905 132 122,343 1104
EX-3A-1222 | W16-3| Night | 1870 128 65,800 896
EX-3A-1223 | Wlb-L Day 1865 130 115,000 10k47
EX-3A-122) | W16-6| Might 1875 133 51,600 88s
EX-3A-1225 | W17-2 Day 1915 132 123,800%%| 1133
EX-3A-1226 | W17-5| MNight 1935 130 59,200 9ko
EX-3A-1231 | ¥8-2 Might 1935 16 123,163 854
EX-3A-1232 | YB8-k Might 1905 13 8L,z20 898
EX-3A-1233 | Y8-5 Night 1880 5 73,400 667
EX-3A-123L4 | YB8-6 Day 1980 3 127,986 1020
EX-3A-1235 | Yl13-2 Day 1885 3 131,726 1076
EX-3A-1236 | Ti5-L Day 1915 137 107,776 o9
EX-3A-1251 | 1A5-2 Day 2100 139 118,077 1070
EX-3A-1252 | Y15-3| = Might 2040 13 112,120 918
EX-3A-1253 | Y15-6 Day 20L0 | 12 111,975 1020
EX-3A-125) | Yl6-5( Night 2090 by 9k, 910 8l
EX-3A-1255 | Y21-2| Might 2050 146 106,693 88l
EX-3A-1256 | Y213 Day 2010 W7 120,653 1021

# Balloon floated *¥T,I.D,



FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

TABLE 129
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-106

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
ot | | Hlh | | D] T | cctin
EX-3A-1501 | W2l-2 Day 2695 150 112,303 1027
EX-3A-1502 | w25-1 | Might 2300 154 87,150 8L6
EX-3A-1503 | W25-2 Day 2270 158 55,200 817
EX-3A-1504 | W25-3 | Night 2345 155 9k, 200 915
EX-3A-1505 | W25-l NMight 2200 152 85,500 88s
EX-3A-1506 | W26-1 Day 2335 159 119,915 1048

TABLE 130
F RESULTS - BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-106

Day or Altitude Ascensional
gl N S | Rl s ey
EX-3A-1241 | Al19-2 Day 1920 13L 97,600 1043
EX-3A-1242 | A19-4 | Might 1985 135 105,610 822
EX-3A-1243 | A19-5 | Night 1950 137 launching reel failure
EX-3A-124) | A24-2 | Might 1830 133 launching reel failure
EX-3A-1245 | A25-2 | Night 1860 132 110, 300 962
EX-3A-1246 | A25-3 Day 1840 133 116,63k 1073
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

A study of these results shows that the performance

of these balloons is still unsatisfactory. In order

to improve the freeze resistance, compound A3-121 was
designed, and six balloons in the 2000-gram class were
made and submitted for flight testing. These balloons
were identified as EX-3A-1261 through EX-3A-1266. They
were flown with a free lift of 1600 grams, and their
characteristics and flight performance are given in
Table 131.

A gtudy of these results shows that this formulation
change has not resulted in any improvement in flight.
These balloons were very soft and presented some
problems in handling.

Accordingly, six balloons were made from compound A3-122
which has similar low-temperature characteristics to
A3-121, but is somewhat stronger and easier to handle,

These balloons were also in the 2000-gram class and were
identified as EX-3A-1271 through EX-3A-1276, They were
flown with a free lift of 1600 grams. Their characteristics
and flight performance are given in Table 132.

A study of these results shows that although there is
some improvement in altitude and the flights are more
consistent, the 120,000-foot level is still not being
achieved.

A further change in plasticizer content was therefore

made,’ and two compounds which used a combination of

Dibutyl Sebacate, Butyl Oleate and Paraflux C-325, were
designed; compound A3-123 having five parts more plasticizer
than compound A3-124,

Six balloons of the 1750-gram class were made from each
of these compounds. Those made from compound A3-124
were identified as EX-3A-1281 through EX-3A-1286, and
those made from compound A3-124 were identified as
EX-3A-1291 through EX-~3A-1296, They were all flown with
a free lift of 1600 grams, and the characteristics of

these balloons and their flight performance are given in
Table 133,

A study of the above results shows that the variation in
plasticizer content has no effect on the altitudes reached;
and the general performance level is still unsatisfactory,

being poorer than that of balloons made from compound
A3-122,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 4, Part B (continued)

TABIE 131
S - BALLOONS 'ACTURED FROM C UND A3-121
Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Weight length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feot/min.)
EX-3A-1261 -3 Day 2010 139 103,90k 987
EX-3A-1262 | 114 Night 2075 135 88,200 865
EX-3A-1263 | Y15 Day 1950 133 109, 800 1052
EX-3A-1264 n-6 M ght 2035 138 100,600 915
EX-3A-1265 Y2-3 Night 2090 138 87,880 908
EX-3A-1266 | Y2-5 Day 2035 10 instrument failure
|
TABIE 132

FLIOHT RESULTS - BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-122

| Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment |[Balloon | Night Weight Length at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/mn.)
EX-3A-1271 | Y7-kL Day 2015 I 121, 309 115
EX-3A-1272 Y7-5 Night 1915 137 instrument failure
EX-3A-1273 | Y76 Day 1985 L5 107,800 1038
EX-3A-127k | T3-3 Day 1925 ko 118,695 1062
EX-3A-1275 | Y19-3 | Might 2120 146 11l;,500 897
EX-3A-1276 | Y2l-5 | Might 210 153 118, 200 920
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

TABIE 1

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUNDS A3-123 AND A3-12L

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | NMight Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) | (feet) | (feet/min.)
EX-3A-1281 | A31-2 | Might 1825 133 70, 800 954
EX-3A-1282 | Bl-1 Day 1920 10 119,814 1075
EX-3A-1283 | Bl-2 Night 1800 137 81,000 892
EX-3A-128) | Bl-h Day 1805 137 119,065 1096
EX-3A-1285 | B1-§ Night 1925 138 70, 800 919
EX-3A-1286 | B3-lL Day 1900 W1 71,500 850
EX-3A-1291 | B8-L Might 2030 15 96,260 900
EX-3A-1292 | B13-2 Night 1915 1,3 98,130 905
EX-3A-1293 | Bl3-3 Day 1855 0 89, 400 982
EX-3A-129) | B13-L Night 1930 Wl 73,880 8Ls
EX-3A-1295 | Blh-2 Day 1855 10 102,000% -
EX-3A-1296 | B17-2 Day 1845 o 119,885 1079

#Top Intelligible Data
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

Two additional compounds were now prepared in which

the antiozonant was increased from three parts to

five parts. It is well known that the ozone resistance

of a highly plasticized neoprene compound is very low

and the standard amount of three parts may be insufficient
to provide sufficient protection for a balloon required

to fly substantially higher than the normal altitude of
maximum ozone concentration. Compound A3-125 had the

same plasticizer content as compound A3-124 and compound
A3-126 had the same plasticizer content as A3-123.

Six balloons were made from each of these compounds, all
in the 1750-gram class. The balloons made from compound
A3-125 were identified as EX-3A-1301 through EX-3A-1306,
and those made from compound A3-126 were identified as
EX-3A-1311 through EX-3A-1316., They were all flown with
a free 1lift of 1600 grams. Their characteristics and
flight performance are given in Table 134,

A study of these results indicates a possibly slight
improvement over the results obtained with balloons

made from compounds A3-123 and A3-124 and also that the
amount of plasticizer makes relatively little difference.
The performance is still unsatisfactory, and does not
equal that obtained with balloons made from compound
A3-122,

Examination of all the results obtained thus far showed
that the balloons made from compound A3-122 were somewhat
heavier, being in the 2000-gram class. Since the lengths
of the balloons were all approximately equal, the

heavier balloon must have a slightly thicker wall, and
hence be somewhat more rugged,

In order to determine the extent to which the increased
wall thickness affected the flight, six balloons in the
2500-gram class were made from compound A3-123 and

six balloons from compound A3-124., The balloons made
from A3-124 were identified as EX-3A-1521 through
EX-3A-1526, They were all flown with a free lift of
1600 grams, and their characteristics and flight
performance are given in Table 135.

A study of these results shows a marked improvement in
performance. There is little to choose between the
two compounds represented by these flights; and
considering the ten completed flights, nine (90%)
reached altitudes of more than 110,000 feet, and six
(60%) reached altitudes of more than 120,000 feet.
This performance may be considered satisfactory.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TABLE 13},

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUNDS A3-125 AND A3-126

Day or Altitude | Ascensicnal
o | PNou™ | Fifgnt | (grems) | (inches) | "(test) | (faot/min.)
EX-3A-1301 | B21-2 Day 1820 134 76,800 982
EX-3A-1302 | B21-5 | Night 1835 137 95, 200% 878
EX-3A-1303 | B23-2 Day 1860 135 108,773 106l
EX-3A-130L4 | B23-5 Day 2020 145 121,155 1070
EX-3A-1305 B2L-3 Night 1760 i3k 0L, 724 935
EX-3A-1306 | Cl-2 Might 1850 133 105,249 9L3
EX-3A-1311 | B21-3 Day 18§o 138 8l4,000 1002
EX-3A-1312 | B2i-L4 | MNight 1865 133 99,620 891
EX-3A-1313 | B2Lh-2 | Might 1885 132 100, 000% 862
EX-3A-1314 | C2-2 Night 1880 138 67,100 7h1
EX-3A-1315 | C2-L Day 1980 1N A 120, 505 1116
EX-3A-1316 | C2-5 Day 1945 137 11,872 1084

*Approximate
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

TABIE 1

FLIGHT RESULTS . BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUNDS A3-12) AND A3-123

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
P P | B | | D | |
EX-3A-1511 | B2-2 Mght 2285 130 82,000 1035
EX-3A-1512 | B3-2 Might 2335 132 instrument failure
EX-3A-1513 | B7-} Night 2390 133 121,260 97L
EX-3A-151) | BS8-1 Might 23k5 13k 110,200 879
EX-3A-1515 B9-4 Day 225 136 128,600 1162
BX-3A-1516 | B17-3 Day 2265 136 125,000 1140
EX-3A-1521 | B8-2 Day 2375 133 115,092 1083
EX-3A-1522 | Bl0-1 Day 2310 135 12L,2L5 1195
EX-3A-1523 | B10-3 | Night 2565 136 121,000 975
EX-3A-152 | Bl0-L Day 2535 U5 53,000% 962
EX-3A-1525 | Bll-h | Mght 2510 1h6 110,000 909
EX-3A-1526 | Bl5-L Day 24,80 1l 128,740 1127

#Top Intelligible Data

- 203 -



FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phagse 4, Part B (continued)

1t appears, therefore, that increasing the weight,

and thereby the wall thickness of the balloon has
assisted in improving flight performance more
materially than any other change made. In order to
confirm this, a further compound was prepared in which
the antiozonant percentage was raised still further.

Six balloons in the 1750-gram class were made from
this compound designated as A3-~127 as well as six

in the 2000-gram class. The 1750-gram balloons were
identified as EX-3A-1341 through EX-3A-1346, and the
2000-gram balloons were identified as EX-3A-1351
through EX-3A-~1356.

As controls, six balloons in the 1750-gram class made
from compound A3-106 and identified as EX-3A-1321 through
EX-3A-1326 were flown at the same time. All balloons
were flown with a free 1ift of 1600-grams. The
characteristics of these balloons and their flight
performance are recorded in Table 136,

A study of these results shows that the heavier
balloons out performed the lighter balloons of both
types to a marked degree. It would appear, therefore,
that it is necessary to increase the wall thickness of
balloons as the size of the balloon increases.

Compound A3-127 has been used to produce satisfactory
120,000-foot balloons., This compound is similar to
A3-106 but has a higher plasticizer content. In order
to confirm the performance of this compound, a further
twelve balloons in the 1800/2000 gram range were
submitted for flight testing.

Since it has been demonstrated that a compound suitable
for 100,000-foot balloons is not necessarily suitable
for 120,000-foot balloons, it was considered of interest
to see if the reverse was also true -- that a compound
suitable for 120,000-foot balloons was not suitable

for 100,000-foot balloonms.

Accordingly, six balloons in the 1000-gram class were
manufactured from compound A3-127 and submitted for

flight testing. All balloons in this series were

flown with a free lift of 1600 grams. The characteristics
and flight results are given in Table 137,
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FACTUAL DATA (cowrrnuep)
TASK A Prasx 4 Parr B (conriwusp)

TABLE 13

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUNDS A3-127 AND A3-106

Day or Altitude Ascensional
Experiment Balloon Night Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight (grams) (inches) (feet) (feet/min,)
EX-3A-1321 Y16-4 Night 1980 140 51,700 879
EX-3A-1322 Y19-2 Day 1890 137 42,700 909
BX~-3A-1323 Y19-4 Day 1930 136 126,640 1119
EX-3A-1324 Y20-1 Night 1800 135 50,400 892
EX-3A-1325 Y20-2 Night 1825 132 97,790 940
BX-3A-1326 Y20-3 Day 1835 133 118,865 1128
EX-3A-1341 C20-3 Day 1975 147 104,856 1014
EX-3A-1342 C20-4 Day 1970 148 89,200 956
EX-3A-1343 C20-5 Night 2040 148 11,600 520
EX-3A-1344 C30-4 Night 2145 150 65,600 692
BX-3A-1345 C29-2 Day 2145 148 115,551 1079
EX-3A-1346 C22-6 Night 1980 145 111,909 917
BX-3A-1351 C28-4 Day 2300 150 125,459 1173
EX~3A-1352 C22-5 Day 2125 152 123,097 1086
EX-3A-1353 C29-5 Day 2415 150 118,766 1162
EX-3A-1354 C2l-4 Night 2330 150 131,004 964
EX-~3A-1355 C30-1 Night 2285 148 121,424 978
BX-3A-1356 C30-3 Night 2410 152 113,287 916
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

TABLE 137
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-127

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
e | B X% R | D | | i
EX-3A-531 | K2-LAM | Night 1110 118 105,600 976
EX-3A-532 | K5-2AM | Night 1120 117 108,900 923
EX-3A-533 | K5-3AM Day 1105 16 103,400 961
EX-3A-53L KS-LAM [ Night 1080 116 99,600 927
EX-3A-535 K5-5AM Day 115 116 75, 300 873
EX-3A-536 | K5-6AM | Day 1115 118 105,000 963
EX-3A-1361 | Hi-1A Day 1785 130 129,331 1115
EX-3A-1362 | HL-2A Might 1795 131 120,635 1145
EX-3A-1363 | Hi-3A Day 1955 136 127,160 1180
EX-3A-136L | Hh-LA M ght 1775 130 119,270 1090
EX-3A-1365 | Hl-5A Day 2010 135 116, 765 1115
EX-3A-1366 | Hh-6A M ght 1895 Ul 75,600 911
EX-3A-1371 | K23-3TR | Day 1930 157 117,946 10k
EX-3A-1372 | K23-S5TR | Day 1950 154 119,935 1060
EX-3A-1373 | K27-3TR | Day 1950 159 122,635 1000
EX-3A-137L | K27-LTR | Night 1935 158 96,260 866
EX-3A-1375 | K27-5TR | Night 1900 160 119,718 1000
EX-3A-1376 | K29-3TR | Might 1960 160 129,593 1012
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

ZASL A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

A study of these results shows that the flight
performance of A3-127 at the 120,000-foot level

has been confirmed, although these balloons are
lighter in weight than were the previous group.

Of the twelve flights, ten reached altitudes in excess
of 110,000 feet. Although only five reached altitudes
of cver 120,000 feet, three others reached altitudes
between 119,000 and 120,000 feet; and it may therefore
be concluded that this compound will produce a balloon
capable of reaching 120,000 feet at least 60% of the
time,

However, the performance of the 1000-gram balloons
is in no way superior to that of similar balloons
manuf actured from compound A3-106. As might be
expected, the rate of ascent is slower and there is
no compensating increase in altitude., In addition,
these balloons proved to be difficult to handle on
the ground, having inflated lengths prior to release
on the order of 140 inches.

It seems clear, therefore, that a compound designed
to produce balloons capable of reaching 120,000 feet
or more is not necessarily a suitable compound for
balloons designed to go to a lower level.

In order to confirm that compound A3-106 still
provided satisfactory balloons at the 800-gram and
1000-gram size, additional flights were prepared
with this type of balloon. In this first series,
fourteen flights were conducted.

Balloons EX-3A-421 through EX--3A-426 were in the
800-gram class; balloons EX-3A-411 through EX-3A-414
were in the 1000-gram class; and balloons EX3A-401
through EX-3A-404 were in the 1200-gram class. All
balloons were flown with a free lift of 1600 grams,
The characteristics of these balloons and their flight
performance are given in Table 138,

Examination of these results shows that compound A3-106
is still producing dual-purpose balloons which perform
satisfactorily up to 100,000 feet. It is interesting
to note, however, that comparison of the 800-gram
balloon indicates that A3-104 is slightly superior

in performance at this weight.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 4, Part B (continued)

TABLE 138
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND 43-106

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
S | M | i | S | G | R | et
BX-3A-421 | R31-1T Night 860 88 98,000 121}
EX-3A-422 | R31-27 Night 850 92 90,220 1096
EX-3A-423 | R31-3T Day 815 89 102,526 1055
EX-3A-L2l | R31-4T Night 780 91 97,100 1095
EX-3A-425 | R31-5T Day 810 91 95,900 1026
EX-3A=L26 | R31-6T Day 835 88 95,600 1095
EX-3A-411 | S101-T Night 985 105 10k, 500% 10ks
EX-3A-412 | 8102-T Day 985 109 108,000 1139
EX-3A-413 | S103-T Night 995 102 112,300 1046
EX-3A-L41) | S104-T Day 1020 109 116,900 1135
EX-3A=401 | R9-3T Night | 1175 121 110,700 987
EX-3A-402 | R9-ST Day 1205 118 67,120% 1070
EX-3A-403 | R9-7T Day 1165 1s 72,300% 1040
EX-34-hok | R9-8T Night | 1165 13 129,246 1128

# Top Intelligible Data
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

It has never been clearly established that the
balloon film should be cured to the optimum physical
properties in order to provide optimum flight
performance, although such an assumption would seem
to be reasonable.

It was, therefore, decided to submit a series of
balloons, all weighing approximately 1000 grams and
with lengths of 105-115 inches, in groups which have
been given lower cures than is normal for compound
A3-106. In all, 28 balloons consisting of five
groups were submitted for test.

Balloons EX-3A-421 through EX-3A-436 were standard
balloons given the normal cure of 120 minutes at 280°F,
with lengths at the maximum range.

Balloons EX-3A-441 through EX-3A-446 were also standard
balloons hdaving standard cure, but their lengths were
at the minimum of the range.

Balloons EX-3A-461 through EX-3A-464 were manufactured
from a compound freshly prepared and were otherwise
gimilar to the first two groups.

Balloons EX-3A-465 through EX-3A-470 were cured for
75 minutes, and balloons EX-3A-471 through EX-3A-476
were cured for 90 minutes at 280°F,

All balloons in this series were flown with a free
lift of 1600 grams. The results of the flights are
given in Table 139,

A study of this table shows that no improvement is
obtained by reduction of the cure to 90 minutes or
to 75 minutes. In fact, indications are that the 75-
minute cure results in inferior flight performance.

Use of a freshly prepared compound results in no
improvement. The balloons of approximately l1l5-inch
length were slightly superior to the 105-inch length
balloons as far as altitude is concerned although,

as was to be expected, the rate of ascent was slightly
lower. There is, however, no very significant
difference between the performance of these two groups.
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TABLE 135

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-106
Cure | Cure | Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Bxperiment | Balloon | Time | Temp, Night | Weight Length | at Burst Rate
No. No. (mins) | (°F) | Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min,)
EX-3A-431 C-1T 120 280 Night 1000 115 99,800 1045
EX-3A-432 c-2T 120 280 Day 1030 114 113,750 1034
EX-3A-433 C~3T 120 280 Night 1005 115 110,800 1036
EX-3A-434 C-4T 120 280 Day 1005 115 107,400 1048
EX-3A-435 C-5T 120 280 Night 1005 115 104,700 1014
EX-3A-436 C-6T 120 280 Day 1000 114 113,300 968
EX-3A-441 F14-1T 120 280 Day 970 106 100,000 1047
EX~3A-442 | F14-2T 120 280 Night 985 107 56,700 778
EX-3A-443 F14-3T 120 280 Day 995 105 104,400 1083
EX-3A-444 fl4-4T 120 280 Night 965 101 107,900 1035
EX-3A-445 F14-5T 120 280 Day 975 104 108,500 1088
EX-3A-446 F14-6T 120 280 Night e85 106 107,950 1009
EX-3A-461 | F28-8 120 280 Night 1025 105 102,500 1009
EX-3A-462 F28-9 120 280 Day 1005 98 8,900 654
EX-3A-463 F28-10 120 280 Day 1060 100 98,100 1073
EX-3A-464 F28-11 120 280 Night 1050 105 100,500 1003
EX-3A-465 21 75 280 Night 1100 112 102,000 932
EX-3A-466 25 75 280 Day 1080 107 102,800 1064
EX-3A-467 30 75 280 Day 1100 110 95,750 999
EX-3A-468 32 75 280 Day 1035 112 101,200 1016
EX-3A-469 38 75 280 Day 1030 107 84,750 1070
EX-3A-470 39 75 280 Night 1075 114 98,700 926
EX-3A-471 H11-1T 90 280 Day 1040 104 100,120 1123
EX~3A-472 | H11-2T 90 280 Night 1065 106 56,100 940
EX-3A-473 | H11-3T 90 280 Day 1055 103 103,320 951
EX-3A-474 H11-4T 90 280 Night 1025 107 97,600 957
EX-3A-475 | H11-5T 90 280 Day 1065 105 101,800 1037
EX-3A-476 | H11-6T 90 280 Night 1100 107 100,750 913




FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 4, Part B (continued)

A further set of flights was conducted in which three
groups of balloons were flown, each group consisting
of six balloons. Balloons EX-3A-561 through EX-3A-566
were standard balloons which received the standard
cure; balloons EX-3A-567 through EX-3A-572 were cured
for two hours at 260°F; and balloons EX-3A-573 through
EX-3A-578 had approximately 10% greater wall thickness.

Three balloons from each group were flown during the
day, and three were flown at night., A free lift of
1600 grams was employed for all flights. The
characteristics of these balloons and their flight
results are given in Table 140,

A study of this table shows that the general level of
performance of all these balloons is decidely below
that usually obtained with balloons made from compound
A3-106, Of eighteen flights, only eight reached
altitudes in excess of 100,000 feet, and the rates of
ascent were extremely slow,

Two additional groups of balloons made from compound
A3-106 and weighing approximately 900 grams were
prepared.

Balloons EX-3A-731 through EX-3A-736 were cured at
2L0O°F, and balloons EX-3A-737 through EX-3A-742 were
cured at 260°F, The normal curing temperature for
this compound is 280°F,

These balloons were all flown at night with a free lift
of 1600 grams. Their physical characteristics and
flight performance are given in Table 14l.

A study of these results indicates that reduction of the
cure temperature to 240°F, has good potential as far as
increasing the altitude attainable by this type of
balloon is concerned. Four of the six flights are in
excess of 120,000 feet., The rate of ascent of these four
balloons is also satisfactory, the two balloons that
failed to reach 100,000 feet being the only two with

slow rates of ascent. .

The results, however, do suggest that the performance
of these balloons might be erratic.

Finally one further series of flights was conducted
with balloons made from compound A3-106 and cured at
a low temperature. In this series three additional
balloons were made from compound A3-105 which was also
cured at the same low temperature, these balloons, of
course, being flown in the day-time.
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)
M' A, Phage 4, Part B (continued)

TABLE 31,0

BLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-106

Day or Altitude Ascensional
-Experiment Balloon Night Weight Length at Burst Rate
No., No, Flight (grams) (inches) (feet) (feet/min,)

EX-3A-561 M17-1T Night 985 110 14,500 833
'Ex-3A-562 M17-2T Day 1090 | 112 100, 200 937
EX~3A-563 M17-3T Day 1045 108 95,240 9204
EX-3A-564 M17-4T Day 1035 110 96,000 1007
E;-3A-565 M17-5T Night 1015 107 - 109,700 956
EX-3A-566 M17-6T Night 1060 ilO 99,100 923
EX-3A-567 M26-1T Day 1045 104 102,400 1021
|  Ex-3a-568 M26-2T Night 1110 108 97,790 939
.EX-BA-569 M26-3T Day 1050 107 105,300 986
EX-3A-570 M26-4T Night 1095 108 54,900 678
_éx-sA-571 M26-5T Day 1105 107 101,300 968
'BX-BA-572 M2656T Night 1095 106 . 100,500 925
EX-3A-573 M31-1T Day 1185 110 97,300 925
Ex—3A-574 M31-2T Night 1200 112 98,680 934
EX-3A-575 M31-3T Day 1210 109 89,800 912
EX-3A-576 M31-4T Night 1195 112 102,400 873
EX-3A-577 M31-5T Day 1210 111 70,000 955
EX-3A-578 M31-6T Night 1195 107 L24,500 1098
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

TABLE i1
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-106
Day or Altitude | Ascensional
BExperiment | Balloon Night Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-3A-731 | H9-51T Night 960 98 118,100 1012
EX-3A-732 | H9-52T Night 8LS 96 119,619 ml
EX-3A-733 H9-53T Night 9L5 98 97,450 969
EX-3A-73L4 | H9-5LT Night | 1010 101 78,100 835
EX-3A-735 H9-55T Night 905 98 127,8L8 1)
EX-3A-736 | H9-56T Night 815 97 120,270 10ko
EX-3A-737 | H10-1T Night 980 96 105,713 10kl
EX-3A-738 H10-2T Night 970 97 113,681 105k
EX-3A-739 | H10-3T Night 915 95 97,790 1008
EX-34-740 | H10-LT Night 975 95 107,316 1057
EX-3A-7h1 | H10-ST Night 915 96 6l1,100 986
EX-3A-Th2 | H10-6T Night 935 95 105,052 1020
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

Balloons EX-3A-772 and EX-3A-776 were made from
compound A3-105 and cured for 60 minutes at 240°F,
Balloon EX-3A-778 was also made from compound A3-105
and cured for 60 minutes at 260°F,

Balloons EX-3A-771, EX-3A-773, EX-3A-774 and EX-3A-775
were made from compound A3-106 and cured for 60 minutes
at 240°F, Balloon EX-3A-777 was made from compound
A3-106 and cured for 60 minutes at 260°F,.

The physical characteristics of these balloons and
their flight perforu.ance are given in Table 142,

A study of these results confirmsthat unusually high
altitudes can be obtained by reducing the state of

cure, In the case of compound A3-105 the performance
appears to be quite consistent. In the case of compound
A3-106, however, there are again indications that the
reduced cure results in balloons that are erratic in
their performance.

Compound A3-101, the number assigned to the compound
developed during the interval between contracts and
containing 10 parts of Dibutyl Sebacate, gave very
good 2500-gram balloons; but the performance level

of 1500-gram balloons was disappointing (see Task A,
Phase 4, Part A). The plasticizer level was raised

to 25 parts in order to check the performance of this
compound in night-flight balloons, this latter compound
being designated A3-107.

Six 3000-gram balloons were submitted for flight testing.
These balloons were identified as EX-61 through EX-66.
They were all flown during the hours of darkness with

a free lift of 1600 grams. The characteristics of

these balloons and their flight performance are given

in Table 143.

A stucy of these results shows that four of the six
flights veached altitudes in excess of 120,000 feet,
while three of these were in excess of 140,000 feet.
Balloon EX-63 established a new world‘'s record for
a night-flight balloon, aand ballooans EL-62 and EX-66
were also well above the previous record.

In view of this promising performance, a further six
balloons were prepared and submitted for flight testing.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TABLE 11,2
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUNDS A3-106 AND A3-105

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Weight length at Burst Rate
No, No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min,)
EX-3A-771 | R10-1TW | Day oL5 101 102,000 1059
EX-3A-772 | R10-2TW | Day 855 92 122,211 112
EX-3A-773 | R10-3TW | Day 905 97 115,945 1120
EX-3A=77L4 | R10-4TW | Night 985 100 8L, 760 1036
EX-3A-775 | R10-5TW | Night 1005 100 96,770 1098
Ex-3AQ776 R10-6TW | Day 870 92 116,043 1103
EX-3A-777 | R15-3TW | Night 970 102 115,420 1045
EX-3A-778 | R20-13TW | Day 8cs %0 118,963 1152
TABLE 1,3

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-107

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Weight length at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min., )
EX-61. B 9-4 Night 3150 198 1, 500 9l2
EX-62 Bll-1 Might 3300 200 142,126 82l
EX-63 Bll-2 Night 3150 200 1k, 259 897
EX-6) B17-L Might 3025 194 128,08L 8Lk
EX-65 B17-5 Night 3200 200 106,600 L70
EX-66 B18-1 Might 3050 203 142,818 1058
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 4, Part B (continued)

These balloons proved impossible to handle having an
extremely Llow modulus which resulted in excessive
‘distortion in the inflation shelter followed by

ground bursts. Upon investigation, it was discovered
that an error had occured in processing which accounted
for the deterioratiomn of the ballocn f£ilm, These balloons
which were identified as EX-3A-2001 through EX-3A-2006
were destroyed.

Seven balloons were prepared from compound A3-130 and
submitted for flight testing. These balloons were
nominal 1000-gram balloons and were designed to test

the flight behavior of Neoprene 400. The balloons

were flown with a free lift of 1600 graus, and the flight
results are given in Table 144,

A study of these results shows that in spite of the
slightly heavier weight and the greater length of

these balloons, no substantial improvement in performance
was obtained. Although the altitudes reached are
satisfactory, the rates of ascent are still below what
might be expected from the physical properties of this
compound.

* k k * k Kk *

In order to test the behavior of B.T.N. a series

of balloon flights was conducted using balloons -
manuf actured from compound A3-128 with balloons
manufactured from compound A3-106 as controls. The
only difference between these two compounds is that
compound A3-128 contains B.T.N. as a replacement for
the N.B.C. used as the antiozonant in A3-106.

All balloons were flown with a free lift of 1600 grams
and the weights ranged from 800 to 1000 grams. Results
of these flights are recorded in Table 145,

These results show that B.T.N. is apparently suitable

as a direct replacement for N,B.C. The average altitude
reached by the balloons made from compound A3-128 is
somewhat greater than that reached by the balloons made
from compound A3-106., However, it should be noted that
the majority of the balloons manufactured from compound
A3.-106 were somewhat shorter than is normally considered
acceptable for this type of balloon,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

TABLE 1LL
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-130

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
PR | Poor™ | Fifght | (srems) | (inces) | (tost) | (feotymn.)
EX-3A-541 | K6-LTK | Night 1280 125 107,L00 957
EX-3A-542 | K7-2TK | Night 1210 118 96, 750 951
EX-3A-543 | K8-1TX Day 1180 115 105, 300 1095
EX-3A-54); | K8-2TK Day 12140 121 106,600 1074
EX-3A-5L5 | K8-31K | Day 1260 12 105, 700 1052
EX-3A-546 | K9-2TK | Night 120 123 102,400 88l
EX-3A-5L47 | K12-2TK | Might 1260 128 112,700 1006
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

TABLE 5
LTS - BALLOONS MANURACTURED FROM C UNDS A3-106 AND A3-128
. Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment Balloon | Compound Night | Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. No. Flight | (grams) (inches) (feet) (feet/min,)
EX-3A-231 A-1T A3-106 Day 895 102 96,300 1151
EX-3A-232 A-2T A3-106 Day 850 100 105,800 1160
EX-3A-233 A-3T A3-106 Day 875 105 107,900 1116
EX-3A-234 F11-2TK A3-128 Day 825 93 106,200 1086
EX-3A~235 F12-4TK A3-128 Day 830 96 106,200 1116
EX-3A-236 F17-3TK A3-128 Day 805 94 107,000 1104
EX-3A-241 A-4T A3-106 Day 925 92 102,000 1077
EX-3A-242 A-5T A3-106 Day 925 90 103,950 1060
EX-3A-243 A-6T A3-106 Night 920 90 99,400 1042
EX-3A-244 A-7T A3-106 Night 920 91 101,000 1030
EX-3A-245 A-8T A3-106 Night 920 92 98,100 1017
EX-3A-246 F11-1TK A3-128 Night 940 96 111,900 1039
EX-3A-247 F11-3TK A3-128 Night 860 98 108,200 1040
EX-3A-248 F12-2TK A3-128 Night 950 98 111,700 988
EX-3A-249 P12-1TK | A3-128 Day 1010 104 108,200 1069
Ex-&A-ZSO F13-1TK A3-128 Day 920 98 108,500 1046
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

In the same way the rate of ascent of the balloons
made from compound A3-128 is somewhat slower that
that of the balloons made from compound A3-106. This
again is possibly explained by the difference in
lengths of the two balloons.

Compound A3-132 showed satisfactory physical properties,
and two balloons made from this compound and eight made
from the corresponding dual-purpose compound, A3-136,
were submitted for flight testing. Balloons made from
A3-106 were fiown as controls,

Balloons EX-3A-591 and EX-3A-592 were made from compound
A3-132, and balloons EX-3A-593 through EX-3A-600 were
made from compound A3-136. Balloons EX-3A-601 through
EX-3A-606 were made from A3-106 and subjected to eight
hours heat aging before flight; balloons EX-3A-607
through EX-3A-612 were standard A3-106 balloons,

The characteristics of these balloons, which were all
flown with a free lift of 1600 grams, and their flight
performance are given in Table 146,

A study of these flights indicates that compounds A3-132
and A3-136 are equal in performance to A3-106. Further-
more, the good performance of balloons made from A3-106
is confirmed and the flights also indicate that there is
no loss in performance after the balloons are subjected
to accelerated aging.

A series of flights was next conducted using balloons
manufactured from compound A3-129, which contains Butoxy
Ethyl Oleate in palce of the Paraflux C~325 used in
compound A3-106, 1In all, eighteen balloons were flown.

Balloons identified as EX-3A-511 through EX-3A-556 were
manuf actured from compound A3-106, and those identified
as EX-3A-491 through EX-3A-496 and EX-3A-641 through
EX-3A-646 were manufactured from compound A3-129,

All balloons were flown with a free lift of 1600 grams,
and the flight results are given in Table 147,

A study of these results shows that compound A3-129
produces balloons in the 1000-gram range having

slightly superior performance to those manufactured from
compound A3-106, The rate of ascent of both types of
balloons is virtually the same.
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FACTUAL DATA (continu_ed)

TABLE
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUNDS A3-132, A3-136, A3-106
Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Exper 'nt | Balloon | Compound Night Weight Length at Burst Rate
No, No, No. Flight (grams) (inches) (feet) (feet/min,)
EX-3A-591 M28;1TK A3-132 Day 810 92 95,240 1023
EX-3A-592 M28-2TK A3-132 Day 795 90 97,100 1103
EX-~-3A-593 M28-3TK A3-136 Night 870 97 95,240 949
EX-3A-594 | M28-4TK | A3-136 Night 975 105 72,300 980
EX-3A-595 M28-6TK A3-136 Night 910 107 110,335 1076
EX-3A-596 M27-1TK A3-136 Night 940 100 98,000 939
EX-3A-597 M27—4TK A3-136 Night 965 101 114,829 1041
EX~3A-598 M2§-6TK A3-136 Night 1020 108 100,400 900
EX-3A-599 M26-1TK A3-136 Night 900 102 110,663 1063
EX-3A-600 MZQ—ZTK A3-136 Night 940 104 111,352 1047
EX-3A-601 R11-1T A3-106 Day 1005 100 104,921 1017
EX-3A-602 R11-2T A3-106 Day 1035 96 96,260 985
EX-3A-603 R11-3T A3-106 Day 1005 97 84,400 912
EX-3A-604 R11-4T A3-106 Night 1085 105 116,667 1095
EX-3A-605 Ril-ST A3-106 Night 1010 101 110,007 1055
EX-3A-606 | R11-6T A3-106 Night 1025 99 115,157 1040
EX-3A-607 R24-1T A3-106 Day 1085 104 77,100 960
EX-3A-608 R24-2T A3-106 Night 1075 103 103,600 1022
EX-3A-609 R24-3T A3-106 Day 935 102 110,138 1065
EX-3A-610 R24-4T A3-106 Night 1000 101 112,956 1075
EX-3A-611 R24-5T A3-106 Day 1085 103 109,121 1040
BX-3A-612 | R24-6T A3-106 Night 1070 106 101,800 1055
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TABLE
GHT RESULTS - ONS 'ACTURED FROM COMPOUNDS A3-106 AND A3-12

Day or Altitude | Ascensional

B o B | | | Y|t
EX-3A-551 | K16-1T | A3-106 | Night 1025 105 99,250 993
EX-3A-552 | XK16-2T | A3-106 Day 1040 105 98,500 1080
EX-3A-553 | K16-3T | A3-106 |Might | 040 103 98, 740 992
EX-3A-55) | K16-LT | A3-106 Day 1030 102 98, 800 1027
EX-3A-555 | K1,-5T | A3-106 Day 1035 103 95,500 1056
EX-3A-556 | K16-6T | A3-106 Night 1030 103 97, 900 979
EX-3A-491 | 1T A3-129 Day 1115 109 103,200 1035
EX-3A-492 | 2T A3-129 | Might | 10%0 107 10k, 200 979
EX-3A-493 | 3T A3-129 Day 1095 108 103, 800 1045
EX-3A-l94 | LT A3-129 | Might 1100 104 102, 700 1016
EX-3A-}495 | 5T A3-129 Day 1120 107 105, 360 1091
EX-3A-496 | 6T A3-129 | Night | 1l05 104 69,100 875
EX-3A-641 | S12-1T | A3-129 | Might | 1055 113 116,690 1051
EX-3A-642 | S12-2T | A3-129 Day 1015 112 113,000 1090
EX-3A-643 | S12-3T | A3-129 | NMight | 1050 0L 81, 800 863
EX-3A-6Ll; | S12-LT | A3-129 Day 1050 106 102, 300 989
EX-3A-645 | S12-5T | A3-129 | Night | 1055 108 111, 362 1057
EX-3A-6L6 | 512-6T | A3-129 Day 1020 110 101,000 1039
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

Six balloons made from compound A3-133 were submitted
flight testing., This compound employs Dibutyl Sebacate
in place of Butyl Oleate because of the difficulties
encountered in the making of compounds having high Butyl
Oleate content. The gel proved to be difficult to handle,
being much softer than similar gels in which Butyl Oleate
is the plasticizer. All the balloons tended to be thinner
than is considered desirable in the neck area. They were
flown with a free lift of 1600 grams, and the characteristics
of these balloons together with their flight performance
are given in Table 148,

A study of these results shows that the performance is,
in general, uniform and surprisingly good considering
the appearance of the balloons and their poor low-
temperature properties. However, the altitudes are
generally low and unsatisfactory. Because of the
difficulties of handling this compound in the gel stage,
no further work with it is planned.

Six balloons made from compound A3-135 were submitted for
flight testing. This compound contains a blend of two
accelerators. The balloons were identified as EX-3A-631
through EX-3A-636 and were flown with a free lift of 1600
grams. The characteristics and flight performance are
given in Table 149,

A study of these results shows that despite the somewhat
shorter length of the balloons, the performance is quite
satisfactory and the rates of ascent are unusually high,
Additional flights with longer balloons made from this
compound appear to be indicated.

Six balloons made from compound A3-137 were submitted for
flight testing. This compound contains Mistron Vapor

and has a higher modulus than dual-purpose compounds in
general, The balloons were identified as EX-3A-651
through EX-3A-656 and were flown with a free lift of

1600 grams, Their characteristics and flight performance
are given in Table 150,

A study of these results shows that the balloons

performed satisfactorily and that the rate of ascent

is substantially above 1000 feet per minute. These

results can be anticipated from the physical characteristics
of the compound.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
m‘A, .Phage 4, Part B (continued)

TABLE 148
FLIGHT R§§QLTS ~ BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-133
Day or Altitude Ascensional
Bxperiment Balloon Night Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight (grams) (inches) (feet) (feet/min,)
,EX-3A-621 | R21-2TK Night 880 99 97,960 1026
'Ex-3A—622 R21-3TK Night 895 99 98,130 1014
BX-3A-623 . R21-4TK Night 870 101 94,900 954
EX-3A-624 1 R22-5TK Day 895 105 97,100* 1004
EX-3A-625 R22-6TK Day 905 105 97,960 1008
EX-3A-626 R22-8TK Day 865 98 103,600 1063
*Top Intelligible Data
TABLE 149
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-135
. Day or Altitude Ascensional
Bxperiment Balloon Night Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. - No. q Flight (grams) (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX~3A‘-6§1 $21-2TK Night 1070 98 96,200 1006
EX-3A-632 §21-4TK Day 1186 99 88,400 1130
BX-3A-633 $22-2TK " Day 1115 94 99,060 1075
EX-3A-634 S22-3TK Night 1110 97 110,600 1134
EX-3A-635 $22-5TK Night 1085 98 110,050 . 1110
EX-3A-636 $22-7TK Day 1160 105 batterylfailure

*Top Intelligible Data
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

Balloons in the 1000-gram class and in the 700-gram
class were made from compound A3-138, This compound,
which is similar to A3-104,was developed in the course
of the accelerator study and has somewhat better low-
temperature characteristics than does A3-104, Although
the elongation at -70°C is not substantially superior,
compound A3-138 appears to be much less susceptible to
cold flow at this temperature and should, therefore,
provide a more reliable balloon than compound A3-104,

Six balloons in the 1000-gram class were submitted for
flight testing. They were identified as EX-3A-661
through EX-3A-666 and were flown with a free lift of
1600 grams., Five balloons in the 700 gram class were
submitted. They were identified as EX--3A-11l1 through
EX-3A-115 and were flown with a free lift of 1400 grams.
The physical characterigtics of these balloons and their
flight performance are given in Table 151.

A study of these results shows that compound A3-138
provides a reliable dual-purpose balloon capable of
reaching 100,000 feet by day or by nlght Two 1000-gram
balloons (EX 3A-662 and EX-3A-666) which were, respectively,
108 inches and 110 inches in length and were the two
longest balloons reached substantially higher altitudes
than the remaining four in their weight class which were
102 inches to 103 inches long.

Therefore, it can be stated that balloons made f£rom

this compound and intended to reach altitudes of 100,000
feet should be at least 105 inches long when welghlng
1000 grams, The rate of ascent of all 1000-gram
balloons listed in Table 151 was in excess of 1000 feet
per minute.

The performance of the 700~ -gram balloons is equally
satlsfactory with the exception of balloon EX-3A-112
which reached an altitude of only 55,000 feet at night.
However, other balloons flown on the same night also
burst at approximately 50,000 fezt (See Table 218, Task
C, Phase 3 of this reports It is therefore, strongly
evident that unusually low temperatures were encountered
on this particular night and that the three balloons in
question all froze.

A further six balloons weighing approximately 1750 grams
manufactured from compound A3-106 were submitted for
flight testing at this time.
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Day or Altitude | Ascensional
et | P | B | B8 | A | | b,
BX-3A-651 | T5-1TK | Might 1350 108 111,385 1077
EX-3A-652 | T5-2TK | Night 1225 110 102,800 1073
EX-3A-653 | TS-3TK | Night 1220 109 109,252 10L0
EX.3A-65L4 | TS-LTK Day 1170 110 Radiosonde Failure
EX-3A-655 | T6-1TK Day 1170 112 103, 300 1097
EX-3A-656 | T6~2TK Day 1180 1 98, 200 1001

TABLE 151
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-138

Day or Alititude | Ascensional
ot | P | it | | D | | cotn,
EX-3A-661 | Y1-1TK | Might 1030 103 100,400 1019
EX-3A-662 | Yh-3TK | Might 1070 108 108,200 1028
EX-3A-663 ¥5-3TK Day 1070 102 98,800 1081
EX-3A-664 | Y5-LTK Day 1010 102 102, 200 1139
EX-3A-665 | Y6-3TK | Night 1100 102 101, 700 1025
EX-3A-666 | Y6-LTK Day 1000 110 114,272 1150
EX-3A-111 | Y12-LTK | Night 740 97 102,600 1106
EX-3A-112 | YA3-1TK | Night 700 78 55,200 962
EX-3A-113 | Y13-2TK | Day 700 92 85,000 | 1022
EX-3A-11); | Y13-LTK | Night 660 8L 87,200 1015
EX-3A-115 | YTL4-2TK | Day 670 82 9k, 8L0 1089
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phage 4, Part B (continued)

This compound has given balloons with satisfactory
performance at the 100,000-foot level, and balloons
weighing approximately 2250 grams have performed
fairly well at 120,000 feet. It was felt, therefore,
that a 1750-gram balloon should reach altitudes in
excess of 110,000 feet although previous flights with
such a balloon had been erratic. .

These balloons were identified as EX-3A-1381 through
EX-3A-1386 and were flown with a free lift of 1600
grams, Their characteristics and flight performance
are given in Table 152,

A study of this table shows that four of the six
balloons did, in fact, reach altitudes in excess of
110,000 feet.

The rates of ascent were generally rather slow, which
is characteristic of large balloons made from this
compound., However, three balloons did have ascensional
rates greater than 1000 feet per minute; and balloon
EX-3A-1385 which was very slow at an altitude of 54,200
feet, must be considered as defective and should not be
included in the evaluation.

Additional flight testing was conducted with balloons
made from compound A3-138, Balloons in the 700=gram
class, the 1000~gram class and the 1500-gram class were
flown, and the flight results are recorded in Table 153,
154 and 155.

Twelve balloons in the 700-gram class were flown. Six
of these ranged in length from 102 inches to 109 inches
and are identified as EX~3A-121 through EX-3A-126, The
remaining six balloons ranged in length from 70 inches
te 77 inches and are identified as EX-3A-131 through
EX-3A-136. All balloons were flown with a free lift of
14300 grams, and their physical characteristics and
flight performance are recorded in Table 153.

A study of these flights shows that the previously re-
corded performance of compound A3-138 at this level is
confirmed. As was expected, the group having the greater
length reached substantially higher altitudes but
ascended much more slowly.

- 226 -



or Altitude | Ascensional |

Experiment | Balloon | Might | Weight at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-3A-1381 | T27-1 | Night 1760 11,8 118, 965 1016
EX-3A-1382 | T27-2 | Night 1805 18 119,125 955
EX-3A-1383 | T27-3 Day 1810 19 118, 3L0 1057
EX-3A-138L | w1-6 Mght 1820 11,8 111,530 857
EX-3A-1385 | W1-7 Day 1775 W7 5L, 200 860
EX-3A-1386 | wW2-3 Day 1755 W7 10L,500 1028

TABLF 1953
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-138

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Weight Length at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-3A-121 C2-1T | Night 735 103 35,800 925
EX-3A-122 C2-2T | Might 705 105 113,914 91}
EX-3A-123 C2-3T | Might 685 102 100, 200 861
EX-3A-12} C2~4T Day 735 105 90, 500 938
EX-3A-125 C2-5T Day 730 107 89,200 955
EX-3A-126 C2-6T Day 750 109 93,200% 987
EX~3A-131 C20-1T | Day 735 7 87,500 12l
EX-3A-132 C20-2T | Night 735 7h 85,800 966
EX-3A-133 C20-3T | Day 730 70 83,400 1132
EX-3A-13} C20-LT | Night 725 h 81,400 961
EX=3A-135 C20-5T | Night 720 75 8k, 700 953
EX-3A-136 C20-6T | Day 785 77 88,500 1062

#Top intelligible data
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FPACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 4, Part B (continued)

The rate of ascent of the shorter balloons in the
daytime is completely satisfactory, but at night it is
somewhat inadequate. This is a bit surprising in view
of the relatively high modulus of this compound. How-
ever, the study of the effect of modulus on shape during
inflation which is reported in Task B, Phase E, of this
report, throws some light on this apparently anomalous
behavior.

Ten balloons in the 1000-gram range manufactured from
compound A3-138 were also flown. These balloons were
identified as EX-3A-681 through EX-3A-684 and EX-3A-690
through EX-3A-695, and they were all flown with a free
1lift of 1600 grams. The results of these flights are
recorded in Table 154,

A study of these results shows that the performance is
satisfactory. Eight of the ten balloons reached altitudes
in excess of 100,000 feet. The rate of ascent at night

is still somewaht border line, however, two of the five
flights failing to ascend at more than 1000 feet per
ninute.

Six balloons in the 1500-gram class made from compound
A3-138 were also submitted for flight testing. These
balloons are identified as EX-3A-1391 through EX-3A-1396
and were flown with a free lift of 1600 grams. The
characteristics of these balloons and their flight
performance are recorded in Table 155,

The results of these flights are extremely disappointing.
It would appear that even in the daytime, it is necessary
for these balloons to e slightly elongated before low
temperatures are reached if the potential elongation is
to be obtained during flight.

Six balloons made from compound A3-138 which had been
shelf aged for six months were flown. These balloons
were identified as EX-3A-701 through EX-3A-706. They
were flown with a free lift of 1600 grams, and their
physical characteristics and flight performances are
recorded in Table 156.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

TABIE 1
FLIGHT RESULTS - BAILOONS MANUFACTURED FROM QOMPOUND A3-138

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Bt | e | b | gy | D | | e
EX-34-681 | B23-1T Night 1070 100 102,000 919
EX-34-682 | B23-2T Night 1065 102 112,467 933
EX-34-683 | B23-3T Day 1090 108 110,663 1080
EX-3A-68l4 | B23-LT Day 1070 105 83,100 1039
EX-3A-690 | B2B-1AM | Night 1065 109 10k, 700 1000
EX-3A-691 | B28-2AM Day 1070 106 113,156 1158
EX-34-692 | C2-1AM Day 1015 102 93,200 1055
EX-30-693 | C2-2AM Day 1110 102 105,000 1127
EX-38-69l | C2-6AM Night 1060 101 101,400 lo2k
EX-3A-695 | C6-3AM Night 1050 103 100,500 o

TABLE 159

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-138

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Pt | P | | 5 | ) | A | robn
EX-3A-1391 | A22-LAM Day 1610 135 82,150 978
EX-3A-1392 | A23-1AM | Night 1565 135 80,800 921
PX-3K-1393 | A25-3AM | Night 1590 128 77,800 987
EX-3A-139L | A26-1AM | Night 1605 129 80,800 983
EX-3A-1395 | A26-2AM Day 1600 128 100,300 967
EX-3A-1396 | A26-3AM Day 1570 129 109,482 1138
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 4, Part B (continued)

A study of these results shows that the performance

of these balloons after aging for six months is
satisfactory. Five of the six flights reached
altitudes in excess of 100,000 feet and the one that
failed to reach this altitude did so by only 2550 feet.

The rates of ascent were greater than 1000 feet per
minute in four of the six flights, and the lowest

rate of ascent was exhibited by the balloon which
reached the lowest altitude, which is a normal condition,

A group of six balloons desinged for flight in the
Tropical Zone was also submitted for flight testing.
These balloons were identified as EX-3A-721 through
EX-3A-726,

Balloons EX-3A-721 through EX-3A-723 were made from
compound A3-106 modified to increase the plasticizer
content to 40 parts. Balloons EX-3A-724 through FEX-3A-726
were made from compound A3-138 with the plasticizer content
increased to the same level,

Both compounds were checked at -78°C which is the
minimum temperature attainable by the cold box, and
neither film froze. Both had eiongations of more than
500%, the modified A3-106 film having better elongation
and lower modulus than the modified A3-138 f£ilm.

The balloons were in the 1200-gram class, and were all
flown at night with a free lift of 1600 grams. Their
characteristics and flight performance are given in
Table 157.

A study of the results in Table 157 shows that all
balloons did quite well both in altitude and ascensional
rate. The first group, EX-3A-721 through EX-3A-723, were
somewhat superior.

Arrangements were, therefore,made to fly similar balloons

at night in the Tropical Zone. Ten balloons made from
compound A3-138 with the high plasticizer level were
submitted for tests and seven flights were completed,

the balloons being released at sunset. The characteristics
of these balloons and their flight performance are given
in Table 158,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phage 4, Part B (continued)

TABLE 156
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-138

Day or Altitude | Ascensional

e | M | s | S | G | A | oot
EX-3A-TO1 | F2-3AM Night 175 109 110,433 1025
EX-3A-702 | F9-LAM Night 1195 110 113,123 1003
EX-3A-703 | F10-1AM | Night 1195 110 113,747 973
EX-3A-70L | F10-2AM Day 1215 110 105,052 1087
EX-3A-705 | F10-3AM Day 1170 109 106,102 1060
EX-3A-706 | F10-LAM Day 1190 112 97,450 ohb

TABIE 1!
GHT LTS - BALIOONS CTURED FROM COMPOUNDS A3-106 AND A3-138

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Bxperiment | Balloon Night Welght Length at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (teet/min.)
EX-3A-721 | M11-1T Night 1275 pa iy 118,000 1098
EX-3A-722 | M21-2T Night 1365 1Y 113,400 1070
EX-3A-723 | M11-3T Night 13L0 115 112,336 1179
EX-3A-72} | M11-4TM | Night 1265 13 111,319 1126
EX-3A-725 | M11-STM | Night 1355 102 91,090 999
EX-3A-726 | M11-6TM | Night 1273 12 10k, 750 1

# Hole in balloon tied off.
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 4, Part B (continued)

A study of these results shows that, as was

ant1c1pated these balloons will perform satisfactorily
during the Tropical night. Disregarding balloon EX-3A-
804, five out of the remaining six reached altitudes in
excess of 100,000 feet and all the balloons rose at
rates in excess of 1000 feet per minute, Since it has
already been shown that the balloon will perform
satisfactorily in the Temperate Zone it may be concluded
that it is now possible to produce a balloon capable of
reaching an altitude of 100,000 feet when flown by
night in any geographical location.

Neoprene 673 when incorporated into compound 2A-16

showed very interesting physical properties, particularly
insofar as high modulus was concerned. This compound was
therefore, assigned the number A3-165 and balloons were
prepared for flight testing. These balloons were
identified as EX-3A-761 through EX-3A-765 and their
physlcal characteristics and flight performance are given
in Table 159.

These results are extremely disappointing, both as far
as altitudes and ascensional rates are concerned. The
physical properties of this compound indicate that
altitudes of 100,000 feet should be attainable and the
hlgh modulus su#gests that these balloons should have a
high rate of ascent, neither of which results have been
achieved, ;

In order to find an explanation for this anomalous
behavior a JEroup of 10C-~gram balloons were prepared

and cured in. .2 same wanner as the 1000-gram balloons.,
It has prev10usly been pointed out that the film has

to age and be allowed to crystallize if the high modulus
is to be developed. Accordingly, the 100-gram balloons
were retained for seven days before any tests were
carried out,

Physical tests on the balloon film demonstrated that
crystallization has occured after this interval and

three of the 100-gram balloons were now slowly 1nflated
to burst. It was observed that although the balloon is
lnltlally perfectly round, a yield p01nt is reached at
which one section of the balloon continues to expand

and the remaining portion remalns at the same

elongatlon. As the inflation is continued the expansion
remains confined to the area which orlglnally began to
stretch and the balloon finally ruptures with the greater
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TABLE 158

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MADE FROM COMPOUND A3-138
WITH ADDITIONAL PLASTICIZER AS FLOWN AT PANAMA

Minimum Actitude | Ascensional
Experiment, | Balloon | Weight Length | Temperature | at Burst Rate

No. No. (grams) | (inches) (ec.) (feet) | (feet/min.)
EX-3A-801 | Al6-1 1285 115 =79.2 116,850 1060
EX-3A-802 | Al6-5 1305 11h =7647 86,U37 100k
EX-3A-803 | A9-1 1270 yu i -7k.1 116,180 1027
EX-3A-80L | A17-3 1320 112 ~76.6 63,051% 9%61
EX-3A-805 | Al6-h 1315 113 -78,5 10},088 1009
EX-3A-806 | A9-L 1295 112 -76.1 112,45k 1050
EX-34-807 | A17-1 1305 ns =75.9 103,59 1056

#Top intelligible data

TABLE 159
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-165
Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Might | Weight Length | at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min,)
EX-3A-761 | R28-2T7J | Day 9L0 99 Radiosonde Failure
EX-3A-762 | R28-31J | Day 10kS 107 68,000 1091
EX-3A-763 | R28-LTJ | Day 1000 108 79, 710 108YL
EX-3A-76L | R28-5TJ | Night 9L5 108 141,300 1291
EX-3A-765 | R28-6TJ | Night 1005 102 17,800 1226
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK A, Phagse 4, Part B (continued)

part of the balloon never having stretched beyond
the point of the initial small expansion. This,

of course, results in very low bursting volumes and
also in badly mis-shapen balloons. This, then,
explains both the low altitudes reached and the
relatively slow ascensional rates.

A further series of laboratory tests on dumb-bell
samples showed that the condition which is encountered
when testing at low temperatures, which is described
as cold flow, exists very markedly at room temperature
with this compound. These tests,thus far conducted,
were largely qualitative and the whole area of the
behavier of highly crystallized polymers requires
careful investigation. 7“he preliminary results seem
to indicate that this type of polymer 1s not suitable
for use in meteorological balloons.

Part C: Fast-Rise Balloons

Fast-rise, spherical balloons are still used despite

the excessive amount of gas required to produce the
necessary rate of ascent. Two-piece, streamlined balloons
and ballooins having shapes other than spherical achieve
much higher rates of ascent with considerably less free
lift (see Task C).

However, the spherical balloon is still the most reliable
fast-rise balloon and is useful as a means of screening
fast-rise compounds until such time as two-piece or
otherwise streamlined balloons are standardized, and
their performance characteristics better understood.

Accordingly, four balloons made from compound A3-3,
which was developed under Contract DA-36-039-SC-~78239
and which is now numbered A3-102, were submitted for
flight testing. They weighed approximately 2250 grams
and were all flown with a free lift of 7000 grams during
the hours of daylight. The balloons were identified as
EX-71 through EX-74, Characteristics and flight
performance are given in Table 160,

Analysis of these results shows that the rates of ascent
are inferior to those of similar balloons flown during
Contract DA-~36-039-8SC-78239, Those balloons, although
of about the same length, were approximately 500 grams
heavier than balloons EX-71 through EX-74,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK A, Phase 4, Part C (continued)

It may be concluded, therefore, that the reduction
in f£ilm thickness is responsible for the reduction
in performance.

Further work with this compound is reported in Task
C, Phase 2,

A fast-rising balloon compound was developed during
this contract and identified as A3-134. Two-piece,
streamlined balloons made from this compound were
moderately successful, and it was decided to fly
one-piece balloons made from this same compound.

These one-piece balloons which weighed approximately
3300 grams were identified as EX-3A-3001 through
EX-3A-3004 and were flown with a free lift of 7000 grams.
Characteristics of these balloons and their flight data
are given in Table 161,

A study of these results shows that, although the
altitudes attained are fairly satisfactory, ranging

from 75,000 feet to 95,000 feet, the rates of ascent are
below what was hoped for. In a somewhat unusual reversal
of normal performance, the night-flight balloons ascended
more rapidly thmn either of the day-flight balloons. This
may be an indication that the modulus of the compound

in the daytime is lower than is desirable for this type

of balloon,

Two further groups of thick-walled balloons were also
submitted for flight testing., Six of these balloons
were manuf actured from compound A3-138, and these were
identified as EX-23-301 through EX-2C-306, The
remaining six were manufactured from compound A3-106,

and these were identified as EX-2C-311 through EX-2C-316.

The latter group was, in general, somewhat shorter and

a little heavier than the first group; however, all
balloons were flown with a free lift of 2500 grams. Their
characteristics and flight performance are given in

Table 162,

A study of these results shows that the first group,
manufactured from compound A3-138, reached higher altitude
as was to be expected due to their greater length, The
balloons made from compound A3-106, however, showed much
higher rates of ascent. It is possible that these balloons
did so because of the fact that a much better shape is
maintained through the flight., (See Task B, Phase E, of
this report.) There is, otherwise, insufficient difference
in the normally-recorded physical properties to explain
this large difference in rate cf ascent.
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Day or Flaccid Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night | Weight | Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/mn,)
EX-71 B3-1 Day 2275 122 105, 800 16L5
EX-T2 B3-3 Day 2275 12 106, 300 16L0
EX-73 B3-5 Day 2375 125 69,500 1517
EX-7L BL-3 Day 2275 122 82,000 1577

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-3A-3001 | W6-3AM Night 3325 137 95,500 1661
EX-3A-3002 | W7-2AM Day 3165 135 74,520 1595
EX-3A-3003 | WB-2AM Day 33L5 13L 87,600 1406
EX-3A-300L | W13-3AM | Night 3Lhs 126 82,500 1608

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Welght length at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-2C-301 | A31-1AM | Night 955 69 7k, 900 1159
EX-2C-302 | A31-3AM | Night 920 68 82,650 1088
EX-2C-303 | A31-5AM | Day 930 68 86, L50 1209
EX-2C-30L4 | B8-2AM Day 9ko 70 86,650 1150
EX-2C-305 | B8-5AM Day 980 70 93,950 1219
EX-2C-306 | B9-2AM | Night 995 70 " 8L,200 1188
EX-2C-311 | C12-5AM | Day 1080 60 5, 700 W7k
EX-2C-312 | C13-2AM | Night 1095 66 617,800 127
EX-20=313 | ClL-2AM | Day 1080 62 70, 700 1429
EX-2C-314 | Cl4-3AM | Night 1080 61 60, 900 1318
EX-2C-315 | ClL-LAM | Might 1080 6C 59,500 163L
EX-2C=316 | C15-5AM | Day 1070 60 58,000 1611




FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK B: T F PERFORMANCE
Phage 1: Effect of Pre-elongation

!

The means of increasing the elongation of balloon films by pre-
elongation before reducing the temperature has been well estab-
lished., It has, however, never proved practical to take advantage
of this phenomenon to increase bursting altitudes of large balloons.

Pre-elongation at room temperature, as might be expected, has no
effect on the room-temperature elongation, and elongastion of the
film at room temperature followed by relaxation of the film and
subsequent reduction in temperature is ineffective as a menas of
increasing low-temperature elongation.

Balloons made from two compounds -- A3-105, a day-flight compound,
and A3-106, a dual-purpose compound--were evaluated at -40°C and
-70°C, respectively. Samples of the dual-purpose compound were
tested at both temperatures without being pre-elongated and after
having been pre-elongated 100% before the temperature was reduced.
The samples of compound A3-106 were tested at -40°C with and with-
out pre-elongation. The results of these tests are given in Table
163.

A study of these results affords an interesting insight into the
behavior of meteorological balloons. If the physical character-
istics of the balloon film before pre-elongation are considered,
it can be seen that the day-flight compound, A3-105, has an
elongation at -40°C of 620%, whereas the dual-purpose compound,
A3-106, has an elongation of 760%.

It would, therefore, be reasonable to assume that a balloon made
from a dual-purpose compound should reach a substantially higher
altitude in the daytime than a balloon of the same weight and
length made from a day-flight compound,

This, however, is not the case. In fact, dual-purpose balloons
reach approximately the same altitude in the daytime as do similar
balloons made from a day-flight compound. Furthermore, dual-
purpose balloons reach the same altitude by day and by night;
whereas, on the basis of their elongations at -40°C and -70°C,
they might be expected to reach higher altitudes in the daytime,

The above results afford a clear explanation of the anomalies.
A dual-purpose balloon flown at night is already extended at
least 100% (in the case of a balloon designed to reach an alti-
tude of 100,000 feet) before it reaches the minimum temperature
levels., Consequently, it is capable of achieving a breaking
elongation of about 700%. The same balloon when flown in the
daytime and when the minimum temperature of the balloon is only
about -40°C has only a very slightly greater elongation whether
or not it is pre-elongated.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK B, Phase 1 (continued)

TABLE

EFFECT OF PRE-ELONGATION ON BALIOONS MADE FROM COMPOUNDS A3-105 AND A3-106
TESTED AT -LOOC, AND AT -70°C.

Test Pre- Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation

Compound Temp, | Elongation | at 200% | at LOOS | at 600% | Strength | at Break
No. (oc,) (%) (psi) | (psi) | (psi) (psi) (%)
- A3-105 =10 none 580 1330 2665 L4220 620
) 100 210 500 1080 2690 760
A3-106 -10 none 155 315 780 1560 760
=10 100 150 225 600 1490 770
A3-106 =70 none 1700 2770 - Lo75 510
-70 100 550 775 2100 2885 690
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK B, Phase 1 (continued)

The day-flight balloon which has a normal elongation at -40°C of
620% can also achieve an elongation of 700% or better if it is
pre-elongated. Hence, under the three sets of conditions de-~
scribed, all the balloons are capable of reaching the same break-
ing elongation and, therefore, may be expected to reach the same
altitude which is, in fact, exactly what they do.

Therefore, a further test for use in the prediction of balloon
flight performance has been obtained,

Phagse 2: Effect of Ozone

The following report was received from Dr, Julius London:

The Vertical Distribution of Ozone

The characteristic distribution of ozone in the atmosphere is

such that it increases upward from the ground where the surface
values are approximately 1:108 to a maximum concentration at about
25 km, Here the concentration is approximately 17x10-3 cm(STP) /km.
Above 25 km the ozone concentration decreases rapidly. The seasonal
variation of the vertical ozone distribution is not very large and
is confined mainly to the regions below 25 km where because of

the long half life and vigorous atmospheric circulation, the

winter values are somewhat larger than those found during the
summer,

Figure 1 shows typical vertical variations for both winter and
summer as found at latitude 55° N, These values represent a
probable maximum concentration. The abscgssa is plotted in units
of 10°3 cm(STP)/km and 1012 molecules/cm3.

* %k Kk k % %

An ozonator was purchased so that ozone tests could be carried
out in our own laboratories. This unit is model B-2 manufactured
by G. F. Bush associates of Hopewell, New Jersey. The instrument
is designed to provide accurately controlled ozone concentration
of from 5,000 to 15,000 parts per hundred million. It is also
equipped with means for reducing the concentration to the more
normal operating figure of 150 parts per hundred million.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phase 2 (continued)

The unit is self-contained with flow meters for operation and
sampling. Concentration is determined by outside titration
after the ozonized air has been sampled in the unit, The
chamber is cylindrical, twelve inches in diameter and fifteen
inches in height, with a capacity of one cubic foot. Means
for heating the chamber are provided.

The ozonator was calibrated and operates satisfactorily. The
ozone concentration is determined according to the following
procedure:

Ten grams of potassium iodide are dissolved

in a mixture of 30 cc of 0,025N disodium

hydrogen phosphate and 20 cc of 0.025N potassium
dihydrogen phosphate. The ozonator is started;
and after allowing sufficient time for conditions
to stabilize, the sampling valve is opened amnd
ozonized air passed through the above solution
for two minutes. The liberated iodine is titrated
with sodium thiosulphate using a starch indicator.

The ozone concentration is calculated from the
formula:

11.2 (molarity of sodium thiosulphate)
Ozone Conc. = (No, ccs sodium thiogulphate) 102
Flow rate (cc/min) x Time (in mins)

Good reproducibility of results was obtained, and the
ozonator was set to maintain an ozone concentration of
80 parts per million,

Previous tests on ozone resistance performed at 200% and 600%
elongation indicated that the rate of attack was greater at the
lower than at the higher elongation. This contradicts the
generally accepted behavior of neoprene on exposure to ozone.
However, since the flight performance of larger balloons is
generally much more erratic, and since these are much less
stretched when they enter the layer of maximum ozone concentrationm,
it was decided to pursue this line of investigation in greater
detail.

Samples made from compound A3-106 were stretched to 50%, 100%,
150%,and 200% and placed in the ozone chamber. This is a dual-
purpose compound and was selected because it was already known
that high-plasticizer-content compounds are subject to more rapid
attack than are compounds with low-plasticizer content.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phase 2 (continued)

The samples were observed throughout the test and their con-
dition noted at five-minute intervals., Two sets of samples
were evaluated in this way, and the results are given in
Table 164, s

Although these results do not indicate a clear pattern, there
is strong evidence that the rate of attack is greatest at 50%
elongation. A further three sets of samples were tested
according to the same procedure, and the results of these tests
are given in Table 1635,

A study of these results shows that a much clearer pattern has
been established. In all cases, the samples stretched 50% and
100% show earlier signs of attack and break before the samples
stretched 150% and 200%. It would, therefore, appear that
larger balloons which are less expanded at the layer of maximum
ozone concentration are much more susceptible to attack by ozone
than are smaller balloons. It can, however, be argued that balloons
are not exposed to ozone councentrations such as have been used
in these tests (8,000 parts per hundred million) and that the
length of time of exposure during a flight is relatively short.
Nevertheless, even relatively short exposure and comparatively
minor attack may have a marked effect on the ultimate elongation
of the film,

A set of samples was, therefore, stretched to elongations of 50%,
200%, 400%, and 600% and placed in the ozone chamber for 15
minutes, the ozone concentration being reduced to approximately
4,000 parts per hundred million. After exposure, the elongation
of the samples was determined on the Scott Tester. The results
were as follows:

Initial Ultimate
Elongation Elongation *
50% (visible attack) 650%
200% (visible attack) 720%
L00% (slight attack) 830%
600% (no visible attack) 830%

* After exposure

These results also point in the same direction; and it was,
therefore, decided to undertake a comprechensive study of the
ozone resistance of different types of balloon compounds at
low elongations since this may afford an aswer to the erratic
performance of large balloons designed to reach altitudes much
in excess of 100,000 feet.
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TABLE |

OZONE ATTACK ON SAMPLES FROM A3~106 AT VARIOUS ELONGATIONS

Exposure time in mirutes
Elongation | 5 | 10 | 15 | 20 25 | 30 35 | ko L5 5| 5 | é0
50% N N S H H |Broke
100% N N S H H |Broke
150% N N S c c H H H H| H| H H
200% N N S C C H H |Broke
50% N S H |Broke
100% N N N s S S c H Broke
150% N N S c H |Broke
200% N N S S S S c c H
TABLE 165
(07 'ACK O FROM Al- AT VARTOUS ELONGATIONS
Exposure time in minutes
Elongation [ 5 | 10 | 15 | 20 25 | 30 35 | Lo L5 | 50 | 55 | 60
50% N | s | H |Broke
100% N S H |Broke
150% N N S H Broke
200% N N S H | Broke
so% N N S H H |Broke
100% N N S c H H H |Broke
150% N N N S c c c H H |Brok
200% N N N S c c c H H |Broke
sog N S c H H |Broke
100% N S c H H {Broke
150% N S S C c H H H Brokse
200% N S S C c H H H Brok?
N No attack
S Slight attack
c Considerable attack
H Heavy attack




PACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phage 2 (continued)

To be sure that all tests were conducted under comparable
conditions, the ozonator was carefully recaliberated and the
ozone concentration was adjusted to .005%.

The method of test employed consisted of placing four dumbbell
test pieces in a rack, the four test pieces being spaced
equidistantly around the chamber. Each test piece could be
elongated to any desired degree up to 600% prior to introduction
into the chamber.

In order to be sure that the location of the test piece did not
influence the results and that the ozone concentration was
uniform throughout the test chamber, sixteen dumbells were cut
from a balloon made from compound A3-105. These were stretched
to 600%, removed from the chamber after twenty minutes exposure,
and the breaking elongation then determined. The results of
these tests are given in Table 166,

A study of these results indicates that the location of the
test piece in the chamber has little or no influence. However,
it was still considered desirable to eliminate this possible
source of error, and tests were generally conducted so that any
given elongation was not always located in the same position in
the test chamber.

Dumbbell samples were next cut from a balloon made from compound
A3-105, and four samples were stretched, respectively, to 25%,
50%, 100% and 200% elongation, placed in the test chamber, and
the test was conducted until at least three of the samples had
broken. This test was repeated three times, changing the
position of the samples in the test chamber. The results are
given in Table 167.

A similar set of tests was conducted with samples stretched to
50%, 200%, 400% and 600%, and their results are reported in
Table 168.

A gtudy of these results shows clearly that the rate of attack
increases as the elongation increases. It should be noted that
the last group of tests in Table 167 and the first group in
Table 168 were conducted with dumbbells cut from experimental
films and not from balloons, although the compound is the same
throughout.

The samples obtained from the experimental f£ilms were not sub-
jected to a gel expansion process such as is the case for
meteorological balloons. The experimental films have a
considerably longer life in the ozone chamber, so it is clear
that ozone resistance tests must be conducted on samples cut
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phase 2 (continued)

TABLE 166

OZONE TESTS ON DUMBBELL SAMPLES CUT FROM COMPOUND A3-105 TO
DETERMINE RATE OF ATTACK AT VARJOUS POSITIONS IN CHAMBER

Position Yo, 1 Position No. 2 Position Nc, 3 Pogition No. L
Test [Appear-| Elongation | Appear-|Elongation | Appear-|Elongation | Appear-| Elongation
No.| ance |after Test | ance jafter Test | ance |after Test| ance |after Test
1 S 870 S 820 s 8Lo S 870
2 S 780 s 810 ] 810 S 800
3 S 8Lo S 820 S 8Lo S 820
L S 810 S 820 S 8Lo S 820

S Slight attack
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" PACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK B, Phage 2 (continued)

TABLE
OZONE ATTACK ON DUMBBELL SAMPLES -FROM COMPO! A3-105 AT VARI BLONGATIO
Position Bxposure time in minutes
in Elongation
Chamber ¢ 10 25 35 40 45 60 120 150 180
1 25 N N N N N Vs vs Vs Vs
2 50 N N N VS S C Broke
3 100 N S o H Broke
4 200 N S H Broke
1 200 N S H H Broke
2 100 N S C C Broke
3 50 N VS Vs S (o (o] Broke
4 25 N N VS VS Vs vs Vs Vs Vs
1 25 N N N N N N Vs vs Vs
2 50 N N N Vs Vs VS Cc (o Broke
3 100 N N Vs Vs Vs S (o Broke
4 200 N N Vs Vs Vs S Broke
N = No attack
VS = Very slight attack
S = Slight attack
C = Considerable attack
H = Heavy attack
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phage 2 (continued)

TABLE

OZONE ATTACK AT VARIOUS ELONGATIONS ON DUMBBELL SAMPLES FROM A3-105

Position Exposure time in minutes
in Elongation ;
Chamber %) 15 25 40 60 80 100 120 150
1 50 N N N N N N N Vs
2 200 N N VS Vs Vs Vs VS | Broke
3 400 VS Vs S S S C H Broke
4 600 VS | VS s [ H H Broke
1 600 Broke
2 400 C C C Broke
3 200 S S C H Broke
4 50 S S S C H H Broke
1 600 H H Broke
2 400 H H H Broke
3 200 S S o] H H Broke
4 50 N N Vs Vs S S Broke
N = No attack
VS = Very slight attack
S = Slight attack
C = Considerable attack
H = Heavy attack
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phase 2 (continued)

from actual balloons, otherwise the results obtained are likely
to be misleading, indicating that the compound has considerably
better ozone resistance than is actually the case for the balloon
itself.

It is, nevertheless, interesting to note that whether or not the
film is derived from an expanded gel the rate of attack is still
greater at higher elongations. This is contrary to the previous
findings already reported. However, the previous results were
obtained using films obtained from balloons manufactured from
compound A3-106, which has a much higher plasticizer content than
A3-105,

Tests were, therefore, conducted on films made from compound
A3-106, using samples elongated 25%, 50%, 100%, and 200% in the
first serles, 50%, 200%, 400%, and 600% in the second series;
and 200%, 300%, 400%, and 500% as well as 25%, 50%, 200%, and
600% in the third series. Results of these tests are given in
Tables 169, 170 and 171,

A study of these tables shows that the original findings using
£films made from compound A3-106 are confirmed. The rate of attack
is greater at low elongations than at higher elongations.

On the basis of the results so far obtained, it would appear
that a day-flight balloon, that is, one made from a compound
with a relatively low plasticizer content and designed to reach
an altitude of 100,000 feet, would be liable to lose only
relatively little altitude 1f exposed to ozone concentrations
sufficient to cause degradation of the film.

The maximum atmospheric ozone concentration is normally en-
countered at altitudes of approximately 90,000 feet. Such a
balloon at this altitude would be extended almost to its breaking
elongation where the rate of attack is at its greatest, However,
since it is also close to its theoretical bursting altitude, the
loss in altitude must be relatively small.

A balloon made from the same compound but designed to reach an
altitude of, say,150,000 feet would be less extended when it
reached the altitude of maximum ozone concentration. It would,
therefore, be better equipped to withstand attack by ozone; but

if the concentration were large enough to cause attack, the loss

in altitude would, of course, be considerable. However, a
reasonable conclusion would be that high-altitude balloons
manufactured from day-flight compounds would have good poss1b111tiea
of passing through the ozone layer without being attacked.
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Position ' Exposure time in minutes
in Elongation

Chamber (%) 6 8 10 12 14 16 18
1 25 N . N Vs S S Cc C
2 50 N S C Broke
3 100 N Vs S C H Broke
4 200 N VS S Cc C H Broke
4 25 N N N N ‘'S S S
1 50 V& S C H Broke
2 100 Vs C H Broke
3 200 N N N S o H Broke
2 25 N N N N N N N
4 50 Vs S Broke
1 100 N S C H Broke
3 200 N Vs S o H H Broke
3 25 N N S C c C c
1 50 N S C H Broke
4 100 N S C H H Broke
2 200 N C H Broke
3 25 N N N Vs V'S s S
2 50 N S C H Broke
4 100 N N s c H Broke
1 200 N S S H H Broke

N = No attack

VS = Very slight attack

S = Slight attack

C = Considerable attack

H = Heavy attack
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TABLE 1’

OZONE ATTACK AT VARIOUS ELONGATIONS ON DUMBBELL SAMPLES FROM A3-106
Position Exposure time in minutes
in Elongation
Chamber (%) 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

1 50 N Vs S H Broke

2 200 N N V'S C H Broke

3 400 N N N N N N N
4 600 N N N N N N N
4 50 N N S H Broke

3 200 N S H Broke

2 400 N N Broke¥*

1 600 N N ‘N N N N N
3 50 N S o H Broke

1 200 N S (o} H Broke

4 400 N N N N N N N
2 600 N N N N N N N
2 50 Vs S c H Broke

4 200 N N S c o H Broke
1 400 N N N Broke*

3 600 N N N N N N N
3 50 N S C H Broke

2 200 VS Cc H Broke

4 400 N N N N N S S
1 600 N N N N N N N

* Sample broke at clamps with no evidence of attack between bench marks,

N = No attack

VS = Very slight attack
S = Slight attack

C = Considerable attack
H = Heavy attack
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TABLE 171

D L LES FROM A3-106
Position Exposure time in minutes
in Elongation
Chamber (%) 6 8 | 10 12 14 16
1 200 S c H Broke
2 300 S C Broke
3 400 N N N N N
4 500 N N N N N
4 200 N Vs S Cc H Broke
3 300 N N Vs (o [ H Broke
1 400 N N N N N N
2 500 N N N N N N
2 200 N Vs S Cc Broke
3 300 N N N Vs C Broke
4 400 N N N N N N
1 500 N N N N N N
2 25 N N Vs Vs S (o
1 50 N Vs s C Broke
3 200 N N S (o H Broke
4 600 N N N N N N
3 25 N N N Vs C H
4 50 N Vs C H Broke
1 200 Vs S H Broke
2 600 N N N N N N
N = No attack
VS = Very slight attack
S = Slight attack
C = Considerable attack
H = Heavy attack
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phage 2 (continued)

In the case of the dual-purpose balloons which are made from
compounds having a high-plasticizer content, a different picture
is presented. Since the dual-purpose type of compound shows
better resistance to ozone attack at high elongations, balloons
designed to reach altitudes of 100,000 feet should do so with
greater consistency than day-flight balloons.

The 100,000-foot, dual-purpose when close to its breaking
elongation, which it is when it enters the layer of maximum
ozone concentration, has greater resistance than when only
slightly elongated. It must, however, be borne in mind that
the inherent ozone resistance of the high-plasticizer-content
compound is lower than that of the low-plasticizer, day-flight
compound., Hence, although the day-flight balloon is more
susceptible to attack by virtue of its higher elongation, the
superior ozone resistance of the compound when compared with a
dual-purpose compound could still be sufficient to prevent
rupture of the balloon for this reason.

In the case of the high-altitude, dual-purpose balloon designed

to reach 150,000 feet, a different situation is again presented.
This balloon with its inherent low resistance to ozone passes
through the atmospheric layer of maximum ozone concentration

when its elongation is low and, therefore, when its susceptibility
to attack is at its greatest. It appears necessary, therefore, to
provide much greater ozone resistance by the use of antiozonants
or similar materials in the case of dual-purpose, high-altitude
balloons than would be necessary for a similar day-flight balloon.

The above conclusions have all been based on the results obtained
on dumbbell test pieces. However, the unilateral extension of

a dumbbell does not duplicate the multilateral extensions to which
a balloon is subjected in flight.

Because of the apparently complex nature of ozone attack, it was
considered essential to perform a similar series of tests using
inflated patches instead of dumbbells. The dumbbell test pieces
were originally used since it is possible to conduct four tests
simultaneously whereas the use of patches necessitates conducting
single tests since the chamber will only hold one such sample at
a time,

A series of tests was now conducted using patches cut from a
balloon manufactured from compound A3-105. These patches were
inflated to 100%, 20C*, 400%, and 600% elongation. They were
visually observed as were the dumbbell test pieces, but it was
not possible to measure the extent of the attack because as soon
as any attack became apparent the sample either broke or deflated.
In fact, rupture or deflation was generally the first indication
that ozone attack had occurred. The results of these tests are
recorded in Table 172,
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK B, Phagse 2 (continued)

A study of these results shows that the same relationship
between rate of attack and degree of elongation exists as

did in the case of the dumbbell test pieces. However, the
life of the sample in the ozone chamber is very much shorter
ig the case of the patch than in the case of the dumbbell test
piece.

Generally, the life of the dumbbell had indicated that attack

by ozone was a very improbable reason for failure of a balloon;
however, the patch test with times to failure measured in seconds
rather than in minutes indicates that failure due to ozone attack
may indeed be a possibility.

A gimilar series of tests was next conducted using patches cut
from a balloon manufactured from compound A3-106, and the results
of these tests are recorded in Table 173.

A study of these results shows a completely different behavior
than that shown with dumbbell test pieces. The rate of attack
now appears to be completely independent of elongation.

At low elongations the time to failure is very much less than in
the case of the patches manufactured from compound A3-105., At
elongations approaching 600%, however, there is now virtually
no difference between compounds A3-105 and A3-106.

The conclusions reached for the behavior of day-flight balloons
based on the results obtained from dumbbell test pieces are still
true when the patch test method of evaluation is used. The rate
of attack is much greater at high elongations regardless of the
method of test, and the increase in rate of attack shown by the
bilaterally stretched sample compared with the unilaterally
stretched sample merely indicates that the possibilities of
failure by the methods described are more likely to occur,

However, in the case of the dual-purpose compound with the

high plasticizer content, any conciusions based on the be-

havior of dumbbell testing must be discarded. The fact that

the rate of attack is independent of the elongation now implies
that the size of the balloon and the altitude to which it is
intended to fly will have no bearing on the region or likelihood
of failure due to ozone attack., The balloon designed to reach an
altitude of 100,000 feet is just as likely to fail as the one
designed to reach 150,000 feet, and furthermore, that failure will
occur close to the layer of maximum ozone concentration which,
generally speaking, is approximately 90,000 feet.
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Exposure time in minutes

Elongation

(;) 1| 2| 3|4]s|6] 7 | 8}9% w0 12

600 N | Broke

600 N | Broke

600 N |Broke

Loo N N |Brok

00 N N |Deflated

Loo N N [Deflated

200 N N N N N N ([Deflated

200 N N N N N N N [Deflated

200 N N N N N N jDeflated

100 N N N N N N N N N N Defla.‘lbed

100 N N N N N N N N |Deflated

100 N N N N N N N N N N |Deflated

Exposure time in seconds
Elongation
(%) 60| 70}80|9 |100 |110 (120 {130 | 140 |150 | 160 | 170 | 180 | 190 | 200
600 N| N| N| N| N N N c ] c VC| VC| VC| VC| Broke
600 N| N[ Nj N[ XN N c c c VC | VC| Broke
600 N[ N[ N| N| N N c c c c VvC| VC Brokle
|

) N| N[ N| N| N c c c c VCi| VC| VC Defllated
Loo N[ N|] N[ Cc| C c c c c VC| VC| VC|Deflated
00 N| N| N| C| C|C |C |VC|VC|VC| VC|Deflated

!
200 N N[ N[ NI N N N c VC | VC| VC|Deflated
200 N| N{ N| N| N N c c c VC| VC| VC|Deflated
200 N| N| N[ C| C c c c VC | VC| VC | Deflated
100 N| N| N[ N| N N c c VC | Deflated
100 N| N| N| N| N N c c VC| VC| VC | Broke
100 Nl Ny N| N| N c c c vC| VC I Defllated
N No attack
c Flm became cloudy

vC

Film became very cloudy and opaque




FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phase 2 (continued)

The increase in the rate of attack of the day-flight balloon
compound as shown by patch testing which brings it to the same
order as that of the dual-purpose compound further indicates
that dual-~purpose and day-flight balloons will be equally
susceptible to failure due to attack by ozone, which is in
contradiction to the conclusions reached if unilateral test
results are used as a basis.

Since all previous evaluation of antiozonants has been conducted
using dumbbell test pieces, it now becomes necessary to re-~
evaluate the whole program using patch testing as the standard
method. As a preliminary step, investigation was made of the
effect of increasing the quantity of antiozonant, in this case
N.B.C., and also the effect of using Neoprene 400 which has in-
herently better ozone resistance than other neoprene polymers.

Modifications were made to compound A3-105, using 5, 8, and 10
parts of N.B.C. instead of the normal 3 parts. Patches were
inflated to 400% elongation, and the time to burst or deflation
was determined. At the same time, compound A3-130 which contains
Neoprene 400 instead of Neoprene 571 was also evaluated by the
same procedures, except that elongations of 400% and 600% were
used.

The results of these tests are given in Table 174,

A study of these results shows that the ozone resistance of
compound A3-105 can be substantially increased by raising the
N.B.C. content from 3 parts to 8 parts. Raising the content to

5 parts was only slightly effective, and increasing the content
from 8 parts to 10 parts showed no further improvement. However,
at 400% elongation, the life in the ozone chamber is doubled when
the N.B.C. content is raised to 8 parts,

Similarly, the use of Neoprene 400 also shows a significant
improvement in resistance to ozone. This is less marked at 400%
elongation than at 600% elongation, and in neither case is there
an improvement comparable tc that obtained by the use of 5
additional parts of N,B.C,

As reported in Task A, Phagse 3, a compound designated A3-11l7

was developed which had almost identical physical characteristics
as A3-105 but which was much superior in ozone resistance. If
attack by ozone constitutes a serious problem, balloons made from
compound A3-117 should show better and more consistent performance
than equal balloons made from A3-105,

Since the only reason to expect better performance from A3-117

is its improved ozone resistance, the flights of balloons made
from this compound are reported in Phase 5 of Task B,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK B, Phase 2 (continued)

Time to Deflation

Parts of Blongation
Compound N.B.C. (%) (seconds)
A3-105 3 400 160
A3-105 3 400 170
A3-105 5 400 210
A3-105 5 400 220
A3-105 8 400 360
A3-105 8 400 380
A3-105 10 400 400
A3-105 10 400 380
A3-105 3 400 180
A3-105 3 400 190
A3-130 3 400 230
A3-130 3 400 210
A3-105 3 600 120
A3-105 3 600 130
A3-130 3 600 180
A3-130 3 600 180
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B  (continued)
Phage 3: Effect of Infra-Red Radiation

In order to clarify the effect of atmospheric cotnditions on
balloon films, the services of consultants on atmospheric physics
were obtained. Dr. Julius London and Dr. Herman Newstein, both
of the Department of Meteorology at N 7 York University, were
engaged and examined the theoretical aspects of the effect of
atmospheric conditions on balloon films., Initially, their
investigation was directed toward the effect of infra-red
radiation since neoprene itself shows marked absorption bands

in the infra-red spectrun,

An absorption spectrum for neoprene was obtained from E,I,
du Pont de Nemours and is reproduced in Figure 2.

Samples of the balloon film suitably mounted between metal

washers were supplied to enable Dr. Newstein to determine the
spectral characteristics of balloon f£film as opposed to the neoprene
itself. According to du Pont, there is no significant absorption
in the visible or ultra-violet.

Dr., Newstein's report on the spectral characteristics of the
neoprene film is presented on the following pages.
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TASK B Prasg 8 (conrrnuep)

. Spectral characteristics of the Neoprene film

In order to make estimates of the radiation load on the balloon it
was necessary to determine the spectral characteristics of the balloon
film. That is, the nature of the variation of reflectivity, absorptivity and
transmissivity as a function of wavelength. This is particularly important in
view of the spectral ranges of solar and terrestrial radiation and the location
of the water vapor, carbon dioxide and ozonre absorption bands. These
measurements of spectral character for the neoprene film are difficult to
determine since spectro-photometers normally measure specular trans-
mission. But total (specular and diffuse) reflectivity transmissivity and
absorptivity measurements are really required.

In this report, only the specular transmissicn in percent was
measured. If possible, the other measurements may be made for a future
report. The measurements of spectral transmission in percent were made
for the range from 0.28 microns to 16 microns. These were made for dual
purpose neoprene film samples cut from balloon fabric. The spectro-
photometric results are shown in subsequent figures.

Figure X presents the percent transmission of the unstretched neo-
prene film 3.3 mils thick. The range of wavelength covered is from one to
three microns. The instrument used was the Beckman DK-2 recording
spectro-photometer with a PbS detector. This figure shows that the trans -
mission decreases regularly from 21 percent at 2.7 microns to near zero
percent at one micron. Although it is not indicated, the transmission was

still indicated to be near the zero level for all wavelengths shorter than one
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TASK B Pyase 3 (conTINUED)

micron down to 0.2 microns.

The spectral transmission for the same 3.3 mil sample over the
range of wavelengths from 2 to 16 microns is shown on figure b. These
observations were made with a Baird-Atomic Inc. Infra-Red Spectro-
photometer. The figure is a typical infrared neoprene transmission
spectrum showing the absorption bands characteristic of neoprene through
the range of wavelengths of meteorological significance.

Except for narrow absorption bands in the region near 3, 3.5, 5.8
and 6 microns, the transmission rose from 30 percent to near 70 percent.
From 7 to 13 microns the transmission was generally less than 10 percent
and was gradually increasing at wavelengths longer than 13 microns.

Additional transmission measurements were made for a film of
the same compound neoprene but cast on a alide such that the film thick-
ness was 0.2 mils. This was done so that the effect of absorption in the
visible and near ultraviolet region of the spectrum could be evaluated for
the balloon at relatively high elevations. A thickness of 0.2 mils is about
0.06 times the thickness of the flaccid film and corresponds to a balloon
elongation of about 300 percent. This corresponds to an elevation of
approximately 80,000 ft.

Figure § shows the spectral transmission for this sample in the
near ultraviolet region. Here the transmission remains below 2 percent
from about 0.28 microns to 0.34 microns. From 0.34 to 0.36 microns
the transmission rises to near 11 percent. Figure § shows the continuation
of this spectrum from 0.36 microns to 3 microns. There is a steady

though nonlinear rise of transmission from 11 percent at 0.36 microns to
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TASK B Puase 3 (conTInvED)

near 80 percent at 2.7 microns.

A comparison of these spectra with those prepared by Polaroid

.Corp. in 1951 (Final Repbrt, Molded Latex Products, Inc., USA, SCEL

Contract No. W36-039-s8c~33721 and DA 36-039-sc-4, 1952) indicates a
much lower transmissivity for the neoprene film of this report particularly
in the ultraviolet and visible region. This discrepancy is probably due to the
differing ;)pacity of the two films and does not necessarily indicate experi-
mental error. However, it does point up the need for carefully prepared
spectra for each particular compound of neoprene used in balloon films as
the opacity of each film may be different from others.
These spectra, particularly for the near infrared and visible re-

gions seem to indicate that lower transmission may be due in large part
to scattering of the shorter wavelengths by the ccmpound. In order to get
a better measure of the absorptivity of the neoprene film, it iz recommended
that the following spectral measurements be made:
1. Diffuse and specular reflectivity.
2. Diffuse and specular transmissivity.
3. Determination of the effect of scattering on the apparent

transmassivity.
4. Spectral measurements of 1 and 2 abovewithvarious angles

of incident radiation.
5. Transmission and reflectance measurements for a range of

4 or 5 thicknesses to cover the change of thickness of the bal-

loon film as it rises from the ground tec near 120,000 ft.
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TASK B Prasz 3 (conrinuep)
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TASK B, Phage 3 (continued)

If we assume that the hydrogen in the balloon is completely mixed and that
the vertical temperature gradient within the balloon is small, and that the gas

and balloon temperature are the same, we have in general

dTg
=S+A-EBE-G+K (L

[

where ¢ represents the total heat capacity of the gas-balloon system;

c=h cy+tme where M, m are the mass of the balloon film and hydrogen,

p
°N and < are the specific heat capacity of the neoprene and the
specific heat at constant pressure of the hydrogen.

dTb/dt is the temperature change of the balloon-gas system as it
ascends,

S represents the effect of incoming solar radiation.

A is the infra-red absorption of the balloon film,

R {3 the total infra-red emission of the balloon.

G is the local temperature change due to the expansion of the gas in
the balloon.

K is the effect of conduction through the balloon,

Since H, has no absorption in the visible or infra-red, it will be assumed that

the film absorption acts to heat (or cool) the film and gas comhined, the

latter by conduction and convection within the balloon, We also assume a

spherical balloon,
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TASY B Pragg 8 (cowrrwusp)

.1. The total insolation

If we assume infinite conduction (i. e., a short time lag along the

balloon film and within the gas), the solar energy absorbed by the balloon is:

$ = wr’ Zall’-l A + 2xr’ Zal 1t (2)

where 1} is the direct insolation from above and
If is the diffuse insolation reflected from below.

For clear skies we take IX' = 0.20 le .
For cloudy skies we take ka = 0.50 le .
r is the radius of the balloon which changes during the flight time;
ay is the absorptivity of the film through the visible region of the spectrum.
The direct insolation from above is perpendicular to the cross-sectional
area of the balloon whereas the upwelling diffuse radiation falls evenly on the
bottom hemisphere of the balloon. At high elevations the incoming solar radi-
ation is not strongly depleted and we can assume that :}: Ix{ d\ is equal to the

solar constant &2 cal cm'z —— Therefore

o0
[ 1, 1A\ lclear) ™0.4 cal em™® min_
o A

0

/ Ixf d\ {cloudy) & 1.0 cal o::m-2 min.l

°
Moreover, we will assume that the scattering is white for both clear and
cloudy skies (i. e., the relative spectrum for IX' is the same in both c#es
as for IX‘ ).

Then we can write for
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TASK B Pgasz 3 (cownrInvuED)

o0
clear skies S = 1.4 1rrz fa, I }dn {3a)
o A
2 [ -]
cloudy skies S = 2nr" [ axlxldk {(3b)
o

If we assume that the balioon is gray in the visible with an abscrptivity of
0.2 corresponding to a film thickness of 0.2 mil (approximately 80,000 ft
elevation), the insolational load on the balloon would be from the above:
For clear skies
2,. . , A |
S =xr (1.4)(0.2){0.4) cal cm "~ min
=0.11 x wrz cal min'-1 (4a)
For cloudy skies
2 =2 . -1
S =nr (2)(0.2X1.0) cal cm "~ min

= 0.4 x wrz cal min"l . {4b)

2. The infrared load on the balloon

a. Emission
If the balloon film has an absolute temperature (T B) the total
emission from the balloon surface is givern by

E = 4nr c{ axfbx(TB) dx (5)

where £bk is the specific black body radiation at wavelength A\ and

temperature TB.

b. Absorption
The total radiation absorbed by the balloon is given by

2% 27
A = 2nr gaxfxfdx+21rr £ axfxi da
2%
= +
2nr £ ax(fxf fxl)dx (6)

where f"f and fxi represent the specific flux of infrared radiation reaching
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TASK B Puasg 3 (conrInveD)

the balloon from below and above the level of the balloon.

Radiometers in the free atmosphere generally measure the net total
radiation flux (i.e., Ff—Fl) rather than the upward and downward flux com-
ponents separately. Also, theoretical computations are generally made of
the net flux. However, Plass (1956) has shown that at levels above 60,000 ft
even in the spectral interval 12-18p (strong carbon dioxide absorption), the
difference between the total flux (ff + £]) and thenet flux (£} - £}) is

relatively small, as shown in the following table.

Flux given in 102 cal/cm?/ min for 12- 18p.

it g} ft+g) et-g) & ff‘
60,000t 9.0 1.0 10.0 8.0 1.25
90,000 ft 9.0 0.5 9.5 8.5 1.11

For the remaining spectral region {except for the relatively unimportant
interval around 9.6p) the ratio of the total to net flux is much closer to 1
than is shown in the table. Thus as an approximation we can assume that

the absorption by the balloon is given by
2 o
A =2nr £ ayf A (N

If we now combine the effects of absorption and emission, we have
]

_..2% 2¢
A-E =2nr ‘{ a).fnet d\ - 4nr ,;oa.xfbxdx ’
27 a @
= 2nr a,(f -2f . )d\ .
o MMpet bA

In general, Zfbx > fk and the balloon cools as a result of infrared exchange.
net

This is essentially because the balloon receives radiaiion only from below
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TASX B Puasg 3 (conTInuep)

but emits infrared radiation in all directions. Also, it can be seen from
equation (8) that if the balloon is uniformily blackened (i.e., a, is increased)
the radiative loss is increased.

The following is a sample numerical calculation for a height of approxi-
mately 80,000 ft for clear and cloudy skies, and for January and July.
For the purpose of the calculation it is assumed that the balloon has an aver-

age absorptivity (ax) in the infrared of 0.5.

Clear Cloudy
Jan. July Jan. July
Fnet 0.295 0.366 0.273 0.336
Fb (Tb= 228°K) 0.223 0.223
— ®
Fb (Tb-217 K) 0.180 0.180

where Floet and Fb are the total net flux and black body flux (Fb=tx'.'B4)
respectively and are given in cal c:m-z min-1 at 80,000 ft and where ¢ is
the Stefan-Boltzman constant taken to be 0.817 x 10" cal cm™ min™ deg-4.
The temperatures have been assumed to correspond to the mean free air

temperature during January and July at 80,000 ft. Thus we have at

80,000 ft the net infrared exchange from equation (8):

- 2 = -
A-E = 2ur’(0.5)(F__,-F,) (9)
a. Jan. clear A-E =-0.075 (Zm-z)
b. July clear = + 0.002 (2nr2)

c. July cloudy - 0.086 {2nr°)

d. July cloudy - 0.012 (2nr°)

Only during the summer with clear skies is there sufficient infrared radi-

ation from below {(on the average) to result in a radiative gain by the balloon.

_27;[_-



T4SX B Pyasg 3 (coNTINUED)

It should be pointed out that these results arec approximate and represent
estimates of the radiation load rather than firal computations.

The change in temperature of the balloor: (hydrogen plus neoprene)
is due not only to the influences of radiative exchange of heat between the
balloon and its environment as discussed above but also to several additional
factors. These are the exchange of heat by conduction between the balloon and
the ambient atmosphere, the change of temperature of the hydrogen due to ex-
pansion as the balloon rises and the subsequent exchange of heat between the
neoprene and the hydrogen, and finally, the change in temperature of the
neoprene film itself as it is stretched (a sort of internal friction). This

latter will be neglected in this treatment.

3. Change of temperature due to expansion

The rate of change of temperature of the hydrogen in the balloon due
to expansion will be discussed. For this treatment, the expansion of the bal-
loon will be considered to be adiabatic. The non-adiabatic effects of radiation
have been discussed above and the non-adiabatic conduction will be treated
later. The first law of thermodynamics for the adiabatic expaneion of the

hydrogen in the balloon may be written in the form
dq:mcpdT-mddp-‘: 0 (10)

where m is the mass of the hydrogen,
dq is the change in heat,
cp is the specific heat capacity of constant pressurec for hydrogen,
dT is the change in temperaturc of the hydrogen,

a is the specific volume of the hydrogen, and
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TASX B Prase 3 (coNTINUVED)

dp is the change in pressure of the hydrogen.
Substituting for a from the equation of state for an ideal gas
a = RT/p
where R is the gas constant for the gas,
T is the absolute temperature of the gas, and
p is the pressure of the gas.
Equation (10), when the differentiation is performed with respect to

elevation (z) becomes

<= cp‘:—pglzi (11)

It is now assumed that the gas in the balloon is always in dynamic
equilibrium with the ambient air environment. This is to say that the pressure
inside the balloon is determined by and is equal to the pressure of the air
outside the balloon. The pressure due to the tension in the balloon fabric is
considered to be quite small. Consequently, the variation of pressure in the
balloon as it rises is determined by the vertical variation of pressure in the
atmosphere.

It is further assumed that the atmosphere is in hydrostatic equi-

librium. The hydrostatic equation for the atmosphere may be written as:

dl_ e '
- ves - B

Here, primed variables refer to the environment.

Since p = p', equation (11) becomes

dT _ R T
@ ERT (12)

Thus the rate at which the temperature in the balloon varies with
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TASK B Paasz 3 (coNTINUVED)

elevation depends upon the rate of change of temperature due to the isolated
adiabatic expansion of the gas (gR/ch') multiplied by the ratio of the absolute
temperature in the balloon relative to the air. From observations as indi-
cated below, a relative extreme value for T/T' can bc as much as 260%/220°.

Then the differerce between T and T' is usually rather small, and for the

most part
dT
== - (12a)
P

g—:—‘k’ -9.75°C per km or -3.0°C per 1000 ft.

The assumption was made above that the neoprene film always re-
mains at the same teinperature as the hydrogen inside the balloon. This
argument was based upon the considerations that heat in the neoprene is
transported not only via thermal conductivitv but by radiative processes as
well. Further, due to the high heat conductivity of hydrogen (about 10 times
that of air, and nearly the same as that for the neoprene) and thorough mix-
ing inside the balloon due to turbulence and convection, the gas and neoprene
tend to reach the same temperature. Consequently, part of the cooling of
the hydrogen due. to its expansion must be used to cool the neoprene in con-
tact with it. This additional cooling will depend upon the mass and specific
heat of the neoprene.

In this case, considering the balloon (gas and neoprene) as a |
thermodynamic system, the first law may be written as:

dq=mcpdT-mo,dp+McNdT =0 (13)

where M is the mass of the neoprene, and
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TASK B Prase 3 (cowrINUvED)

°N is the specific heat capacity of the neoprene.
The other variables have been defined above.
Equation (12a) becomes, then
daT _ mg R
dz "~ [mc +hc TR* (14)
P N

As an example, for the 1000 gm balloon:

m =212 gm
M = 1000 gm
) 1 gu-l
eN = .5 cal cm K
%}u -5.9°C km ! or -1.84C per 1000 ft.

To convert this adiabatic component of temperature change with
elevation to rate of change, it is necessary to know the rate of ascent of
the balloon. Thus:

dT _dT dz _ _ dT

F& & VE (15)
Normally, w is about 1000 ft per minute, so:
dT : -1
= -1.8°C min
-at_a.diabatic

4. The effect of conduction through the balloon

The next effect to be considered is the rate at which heat is ex-
changed between the balloon and the surrounding air by the mechanism of
conduction through the neoprene film. The situation is considered in which
the hydrogen inside the balloon is at one temperature (TB), the air outsic\le

the balloon is at temperature (T A) and a gradient of temperature exists in

the neoprene (TB-TA). In this case, the rate of heat loss by the balloon
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TASK B Prasg 3 (conrINvED)

may be expressed as:
gﬂ _ kD(TBwTA)
t

where dq/ dt is the rate of loss of heat of the balloon,

(16)

k is the coefficient of heat conductivity of the neoprene,

D is the surface area of the balloon,

(TB-TA) is the temperature across the neoprene film, and
6 is the thickness of the neoprene film.

In equation(16), D, (TB-TA), and & are furctions of elevation and
time. T A is determined by the lapse rate y of the ambient air. One may
derive an expression for D and § as functions of elevation by making use
of the gas law in the following manner.

A constant lapse rate is assumed for the atmosphere of -5.25°C
per km or -1.6°C per 1000 ft up to 50,000 ft and +1.1°C per km or 0.3°C
per 1000 ft above 50,006 ft. In this case, the pressure at any level may be

expressed in terms of the pressure at the ground and the lapse ratey as:

R
p=po(1-%f-)-)g/ Y (17)

where P, and To are the ground air pressure andtemperature respectively,
g is the acceleration of gravity, and
R is the gas constant for air.

Since, from the gas law, pV = constant,

D 2/3
L. (P_O)
b, \p

or
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PASX B Puascr 3 (coNTINUED)

2
T
D=Do<l-¥§) Y (18)

As far as the thickness of the neoprene as a function of height is
- concerned, experiments performed stretching the neoprene balloon film
show that the volume of the neoprene is very nearly conserved.
Db = constant

Therefore

Wiy

z
5 = 50(1 - %) (19)

‘On substituting back into equation (16)

There are many difficulties in trying to use the analytic approach of

B
Ry

equation (20) directly in connection with the balloon. In particular, gradients
of temperature which may be quite large are set up in the boundary layer of
the hydrogen as well as the air and these gradients may not be constant over
the surface of the balloon. In view of the uncertainties involved in the dis-
cussion above, it is useful to consider as a first estimate, the case where
the .balloon (film and gas) is considered a unit, with the neoprene always at
the same temperature as the gas. In this case, one may consider the bal-
loon analogous to a thermometer with a finite lag time. The response of a
thermometer to changes of temperature in the environment is well knéwn:

aTy
T C (T Ta

| where T B is the balloon temperature,

(21)
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T A is the ambient air temperature which is not affected by the balloon,

A\ is the lag coefficient or 'time constant'.
It TA is considered a linear function of height (or time) as is very nearly
the case on the average, the lapse rate is then

Ty = To + Bt (22)

where To is the temperature at the reference level,

$ is the rate of change of temperature of the air with time and is

equalto w:* y.

Then

= -k (Tp- (T, +p%)] (23)

Now, if TB were initially in equilibrium with the environment, then:

-t
Tp-T, = -BMl-e /A

and after a time interval t >> )\

) (24)

T,-T, = - B\ {25)

In this casé \ is not well known. It depends upon many physical
parameters such as the size and shape of the balloon, the rate of ventilation
of the balloon, and the thermal conductivity of the balloon surface. The
ventilation of the balloon itself is of the form

A=Kv" (26)
where v is the velocity of the air ventilating the balloon and K is a function
including the air density and the area of the balloon surface. It is known that
the larger the area of the balloon, and the larger the density of the air, the
more efficient will be the response of the balloon to the change in tempera-

ture of the environment.



PASX B Puasz 3 (coNTINUED)

Actually the change in surface area and the change in density of the
air as the balloon rises act to counterbalance each other. One may then
conclude that as a first approximation the lag time of a rising balloon is
constant for each particular rate of ascent. Gilishev (1959) has made
measurements of the time lag of response of a balloon in a wind tunnel and
concluded that for a wind speed of 6 m/sec (i.e., speeds similar to those

» encountered in a balloon flight) \ = 100 sec. Substituting for p=-.027°C
sec-1 and A\ = 100 sec in equation (25), one finds

T 2.7°C after 10 minutes.

B TA"
For an extreme value of TB-TA as shown in the ascent diagrams,
35°C may be used. For this temperature difference we have from equation

(21), assuming A\ = 100 sec:

%{—"K: _3_51_;%_0_ =21°*C rnin“1

5. Preliminary results

A. From equations (1), (4a), and (4b), we can write:

daT 2 '
dtB =0 lél T =39.4°C min-1 for clear skies and
S 0.4 1rr2 ~1
= -—-c— = 141°C min ~ for cloudy skies.

This is for r = 12 ft and heat capacity of balloon system (c)=1220 cal deg-l.
B. From equations (1) and (7),

dT B

0.33qr%
dt = c

=116°C min-1 for clear skies and

A
2
= ____0'325“1' = 107°C min"! for cloudy skies.

These values above are for January and Jjuly averagcd (taken from table
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on page 271,
C. From equations (1) and (5),

To| _o0.4nr

~1
= -142°C min
dt E )

The net radiative effect is represented by A.+ B.+C. during
the daytime and by B.+C. at night. It can be seen from the above consider -
ation that the total radiation load on the balloon for cloudy skies will be much
larger than for clear skies during the daytime. During the night, however,
the infrared radiation load on the balloon leads to approxi;'nately equal cool-
ing for clear and cloudy skies.

The numbers quotedabove canbe used only qualitatively since both

the effect of conduction (equation 21) and the black body radiation increases

as the balloon temperature increases. If the balloon were to be in com-

plete radiative equilibrium, we have from equation (1),

dT

B_o=1 -
- —O—C(S+A E) (27)
Then from equations (4a), {4b), (5), and (7) we have
2 4 2 2 .
2nr a'TB =wr Fnet+ 0.117r~ for clear skies, and

2 4 2 2 ‘ .
2rr a'TB =nr Fnet+0.4 nr- for cloudy skies,

whéré a, has been assumed to be 0.5 for the infrared and 0.2 for the
visible absorption. Then, for radiative equilibrium,
TB R 228°K for clear skies at 80,000 ft, and
R 256°K for cloudy skies at 80,000 ft.
Thus we see that the radiative equilibrium temperature is about 30°C

higher for cloudy than for clear skies and that temperatures are higher

than the mean observed temperature (220°K) at this elevation.
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THE RADIATION LOAD ON A BALLOON IN THE FREE ATMOSPLERE
(Part Z2) :

1, Introduction

As was pointed out in the previous report, the temperature change of a high-
altitude balloon is due to five different factors:

a, heating due to absorption of solar radiation (S)

b. heating due to absorption of long-wave terrestrial radiation (A)

¢c. cooling due to long-wave radiation by the balloon (E)

d. cooling due to adiabatic expansion of the gas within tho balloon
as the balloon rises (G)

e, cooling or heating of the balloon due to conduction between the
balloon and the surrounding air (K)

The conductive cooling or heating depends on the sign of the temperature dif-
ference (Tp-T,) where Tp and Ty refer to the balloon and air temperature,
respectively,

It was shown in the previous report that, when compared to the radiative
factors, the rate of temperature change due to adiabatic expansion was negligible,
and that except for extreme cases, the effect of conduction was quite small, These
effects will therefore be omitted in the following discussion as being of secondary
importance,

In the absence of adequate laboratory data, previous computations of the
radiation load on the neoprene balloon were based on the assumption of a "gray”
absorbing body (i.e., constant absorptivity over the spectrum). This assumption
can lead to significant errors, particularly in the case of the absorption of

atmospheric radiation (see, for instance, MHller, 1959),
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In the following discussion, the radiation load is re-evaluated on the basis
of the observed spectral distribution of the balloon transmissivity in the range
0e34 to‘igu o It will again be assumed that the balloon is spherical, the con-
ductivity of the balloon film is very large, and the gas temperature within the
balloon is uniform. The following discussion will apply to a level of 80,000 feet
(about 25 km), since this is the region of critical heat load on the balloon.

A, Absorption of Solar Radiation

During the daytime, the balloon absorbs solar radiation as direct radiation
from above and as diffuse back scattered radiation from below., For the important
levels of study of the solar load on the neoprene balioon (> 80,000 feet), the
incoming solar radiation is approximately equal to the extra-terrestrial radiation
at the top of the atmosphere, For average conditions, the effective load on the
balloon is the solar constant times the cross sectional area of the balloon, The
total absorption combining the effect of direct and diffuse solar radiation

currents is then given by

S (clear sky) = z.srrnflzxoaax (1a)
S (cloudy skies) = 47TRTaxI°di (1b)

where:

R is the balloon radius

8, 1is the effective absorptivity for double balloon thickness and
average directional incidence

IOA is the spectral distribution of solar radiation at the top of the
atmosphere on a unit surface perpendicular to the solar beam,

According to Johnson (1954), the value of

’[.I'o'\d)\ = 2.0 cal cn~2 min~?
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Bquations (la) and (1b) are the same as (3a) and (3b) of the previous report
except for a factor of 2, The difference arises from the fact that at the atmos-
pheric levels considered, the transmissivity of the balloon film is greater than
70 per cent‘from 0.3« to 0.5 and over 90 per cent beyond 0.54 . Thus the solar
radiation is partly absorbed in practically equal amount by both upper and lower
balloon surfaces,

B, Infra-red Load on _the Balloon

From the previous report, the total infra-red absorption by the balloon is:

A = 4TTR%(1.5) [ ayfrd) (2)
and the infra-red emission by the balloon is:

E o= 4TR%2(1.5) [ ayfpy dA (3)
where f, and fbA are the atmospheric and black body fluxes arriving at and leaving
the balloon film, The black body flux (fpy) is a function of the film temperature,

The factor (1.5) is introduced to account for the fact that the effective
thickness of the neoprene film is increased because of the diffuse nature of the
infra-red radiation at the balloon surface, In equation (3), it has been assumed
that because of the small absorptivity, both sides of the film radiate to space.

The total radiation load on the balloon is given by equations (1), (2), and
(3) for varied conditions of solar radiation, infra-red radiation, and cloudiness,
It is apparent that the radiation load depends on such quantities as:

[:l;lohdA, [:;fxdk, and ﬁfbxd'\

Io)e £)s and fp) can be approximated or computed from known parameters,
Values of the ballcon absorptivity (a)), for the total spectral interval desirxed,

however, muat be inferred from laboratory measurements,
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2, Laboratory Data
Some of the apectral characteristics of the neoprene film were presented in
the preceding report, That discussion will be extended and revised in this section,
1f a light beam of specific intensity (I,) irradiates a substance, the inten-

L J
sity of the light absorbed, reflected, and/or transmitted is given by the following:

R =PI
T = z’xlx

where ), f'\, and Tyare called the specific absorptivity, reflectivity, and trans-
missivity of the substance, It should be noted that

o()\-o- ﬁ "’TA' 1
for any particular substance,

In general, it is quite difficult to observe the absorptivity directly, As a
result, the transmission and reflection are measured and the specific absorption
(and absorptivity) is inferred. 1In this case, the spectral characteristics of the
unstretched and stretched neoprene film were determined in the following manner,

A Beckman Instruments' DK spectrophotometer with an integrating sphere attach-
ment was used to measure the total (direct and diffuse) transmission of the un-
stretched neoprene film 3,3 mils thick, PFigure 7 gives the value of the trans-
missivity in percent for the wavelength range from 0,354 to 2.8u . This curve
shows a regular rise in total transmissivity of from less than 1 percent at 0O.4m
to about 80 percent at about 1.3u. From this value to 2,8« the transmissivity
remained generally over 70 percent with some indication of absorption bands

around 1.7, 2.3 and 2.§u.



FIGURE 7
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In fhe range from o.%R to O.3§u,(not shown) the transmissivity was uniformly
less than 1 percent,

Thes; results, when compared with the transmissivity curve (Figure 3, page 3.0)
6£ the preceding report, indicate that practically all of the transmissivity below
Lu is of diffuse light,

The same instrument used to measure the total transmissivity also has the
capability of measuring the total reflectivity. The reflectivity for the wave-
length interval from 0.3;“ to 2.8, is shown in Figure 8. In this case, the stand-
ard procedure for making the measurement was modified to the extent that the sample
holder was removed and the neoprene film was clamped directly over the sample
opening, This modification was necessary since the transmission of the film was
so high that reflection from the sample holder itself was retransmitted through
the film and gave a spuriously high value for the reflectivity,

Figure 8 shows that the reflectivity increased from abcut 3 percent at 0.4um
to a maximum of about 27 percent at about O.QM and then fell gradually to about
10 percént in the range from 2.3 to 2.§“. The same absorption bands at 1.3« and
2-§u that appear in the transmissivity curve also appear here., Also, the reflec-
tivity in the range from 0.2 to 0.3;« (not shown) was about 2 to 3 percent,

The spectral absorptivity in the range from 0.3;“ to 2.§,(was then deduced
from these two curves by making use of the relationship

& =1--T
- This is presented as the upper curve in Figure §. Since it was not practicable
at the time to modify the spectrophotometers to accept a clamp holding stretched
film, the spectralAabsorption characteristics for neoprene film 1/16 its flaccid

thickness was deduced in the following manner:
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FIGURE 8
TOTAL REFLECTIVITY OF 3,3 MIL NBOPRENE FILM
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(1/16 flaccid thickness corresponds to a balleon elongation of 300 percent
or a balloon elevation of approximately 80,000 feet)
From Beer's law:
Tho = e FA™
where xo is the thickness of the film, and k, is the spectral extinction coefficient,

The subscript zero applies to flaccid thickness. From this
-k?
rA = e
gives the transmissivity of the film one sixteenth of its initial thickness,
In order to deduce the absorptivity of the film for another thickness, the

following assumption about the reflectivity was made, namely, the ratio of

reflectivity to absorptivity was constant for all thicknesses,

%(L = constant
A

Using this relationship, the spectral absorptivity can be determined from

61
|+ yo

In this manner, the expected absorptivity of the film at 80,000 feet elevation
was determined for the wavelength interval from 0.35/‘ to 2.3.‘. These results are
presented as the lower curve of Figure 9,

As no spectrophotometer with an integrating sphere for measurements in the
IR region beyond 2.8/¢ was available, no further measurements in the IR were m@e
at this time. The specular transmission curve for the unstretched film for the
region 2.0/. to 16.0/, presented in the preceding report (see Figure 4., page 262) .

was used, Figure ?, when compared with this Figure in the spectral region from

2.0/« to 2.9« where overlapping occurs, indicates a discrepancy in transmission.
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The difference is undoubtedly due to diffuse transmission.

For the region frem 2,8 to 16 microns, in the absence of reflectivity measure-
ments, it was assumed that

O(A = 1 -'z'\

and the average values of ) were computed using values of TA averaged over 0.1,«
intervals. In this manner, assuming no infra-red reflectivity, a maximum value for
absorptivity was obtained, Again, making use of Beer's law, the expected absorp-
tivity of the neoprene film, when stretched to 1/16th its initial thickness, was
deduced, This is presented in Figure 1Dwith the value from Figure 9 added to give
the range from 0.3;., to 16u. The absorptivity values given in Figure l0were used

in the following computations of absorption and emission by the balloon film,

3, Calculated Radiation Load

£ Radia
The absorption of solar radiation is proportional to the integral
EAIO,‘M

As was discussed above, the variation of LN for the range 0.;.,. to 19‘, was
derived from observed laboratory data. Values of IoA were taken from the tabu-
lated data in the Handbook of Geophyaics (1960),

The computed spectral distribution of aylg) for a fiim thickness correspond-
ing to a height of 80,000 feet and over the range of 0.2 to 0.8, is given in
Pigure 11, where it is seen that the absorbed energy is almost completely confined
to the region below 0. 7. ?or the range below 0.3/‘ (dashed curve) it was assumed
that the absorptivity is constant at 0.315. Since in this range ((0.3/4) the

energy in the solar beam is decreasing very rapidly with decreasing wavelength,
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the total absorption depends very little on the particular value chosen for the
absorptivity, It is not known what deleterious effects ultra-violet absorption
might have on the neoprene film,

The total absorption under the curve shown iﬁ Pigure]l:amounts to 0.140 1y
min'l. Since the balloon is assumed to be spherical, the incoming radiation will
be constant for latitude and season (except for a small variation due to the chang-
ing distance between the earth and sun), The only variation in the solar heat load
is due to the changing back scatter as a result of variable cloudiness and concen-
tration of scattering particles, Within the accuracy of the other computations,
we have assumed average air mass for conditions of clear and cloudy skies, The

total absorption of solar radiation by the balloon is then

0.39TRZ cal min~1
1

S (clear)

0.56TIR? cal min~

S (cloudy)
This represents an average heat input per unit surface area of the balloon of
about 1/20 of the solar constant,

B, Infra-red Absorption

The infra-red absorption per unit area of balloon film was given as
l?;anA
The atmospheric infra-red flux for any height in the atmosphere can be computed as
the solution to the basic differential equation of radiative transfer (see, for
instance, London (1957))., Average values of the IR flux arriving at approximately
80,000 feet at 55°N for avetage winter (January) and summer (July) conditions for
clear and cloudy skies have been calculated by Davis (1961), These values are

shown in Figure 32 and Figure 13 for the spectral region below 394.

- 293 -



FLUX (x10™3 lymin~!p~1)

-_— s e= = e NN DD (7]
N & ®© ® O N & O © & d %

o N » O ® O

FIGURE 12

AVERAGE INFRA-RED FLUX AT 80|000-Fw1' HLEVAT ION

CLkAR
CLOUDY-—~
" 9
P -
|
1] |~
i
4 6 8 10 I2 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 36

WAVE LENGTH (p)

- 294 -



PIGURE 13
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The peak atmospheric radiation is found in the vicinity of 104 since the maxi-
mum energy of terrestrial radiation falls in this region, and it is here that the
atmosphere is quite transparent. The minimum radiation found at 1546 is due to the
strong absorption band of carbon dioxide (12,54 - 174). The distribution of ‘Afh
is given in Pigures 14, 15, 16, and 17 for the four conditions mentioned, It is
obvious from these diagrams that the absorbed energy is a maximum at about 19«,
and that it varies markedly with wavelength., The absorption for clear skies is
lafget than for cloudy skies (warmer radiating surface) and is distinctly larger
during July than January, This latter is due to the higher surface and
atmospheric temperatures,

The values of 1.54!3:\fxdk were computed by numerical integration with the
assumption that &) = 0,13 for X:>19q.

The total atmospheric radiation absorbed by the neoprene film (per unit area

for the four conditions is

January (clear) = 5.9 x 1072 ca1l en~2 min~!
January (cloudy) = 5.4 x 102 cal em2 min~1
July (clear) = 7.4 x 1072 cal cm~2 min~!
July (cloudy) = 6.7 x 10~2 cal cm~2 min~!

This répresents an absorption of about one-half that due to solar radiation.
However, in the absence of sunlight the infra-red absorption is the only heat

source for the balloon,
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Radiative Equilibrium at the Balloon Surface

1f we assume that the radiative time constant of the film is small, the
equilibrium condition of the balloon above 25 km is determined by equating the
total heat gain to the total loss, That is
S+A=E

From equations (1), (2), and (3) this becomes

daytime clear:  2,8TR%[ a,I ,dA + 6MRZ[ ayfhdh = 12TTR2[ ay £,y (To)dA  (4a)
A*oA 'A A Atb)'lB

daytime cloudy: 4TTR?}ﬂ:AIOAdA + 6T[RiZA:A§AdA = lzTTRiZt:AfbA(TB)dA (4b)
(-]

night time: 6TTR2Z':'\fAd) = 12TTRY:\fb,\(TB)d/\ (4c)

It is noted that in equations (4a), (4b), and (4c) the emission term contains
the non-linear expression Fxfbx(TB)d). Since the variation of fb)\ depends only
on temperature, it is possible to solve the above equatiohs for an equilibrium
temperature by iterative procedures since a) is assumed known, The computation,
however, is tedious if many spectral intervals are used, The assumption was made
instead that L3N is constant over the spectrum, The gray body emission is then
121TR2(!h)a~TB4 where o~TB4 represents the total black body emission at the
balloon film temperature,

Although this procedure introduces some error to the final results, it turns
out to be not as serious as was the assumption of a, = constant in the integral

agfdA,
’ It can be seen from the results of the laboratory data that the average

value of a) over the spectrum is approximately 0.13 for a height equivalent to

80,000 feet, Equations (4a), (4b), and (4c) then become
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daytime clear: Z.S!aAIOAdA + bﬁfodA = 1.4a-TB4

daytime cloudy: tZ‘;*IOAdA + ﬁ/az}fxdk = 1.40‘-‘1‘34
o
night time: - i['a:nxf'\ d\ = 1 .40--1'34

If we now substitute the values for !aAIQAdA and ,aAfAdA as given above for
o

clear and cloudy skies, January and July, we have:

TABLE 175

RADIATIVE EQUILIBRIUM TEMPERATURE OF BALLOON (Tg) AT 80,000 EEET

Tg (°O)
Daytime January ciear +1
January cloudy +13
July clear +7
July cloudy +20
Night time January clear -58
January cloudy -68
July clear -48
July cloudy -54

We see that during the daytime the equilibrium temperatures vary from 41°C to
420°C, with the temperatures being slightly lower during January as compared to
July, The equilibrium balloon temperatures are higher when there are clouds
present because of the increased solar radiation reflected from below, During
the night the equilibrium temperatures vary from -68°C to -48°C, and again are

slightly lower during winter, These temperatures, however, are higher for
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clea: than for cloudy skies, since the bulk of the atmospheric radiation would

come from a lower, therefore warmer, region,

4, Comparison with Balloon Plight Data

Observations were taken by the Signal Corps of temperatures both inside and
outside of test balloons while in flight, These flights were all made at Fort
Monmouth, New Jersey, and in some cases reached 100,000 feet, 1In all, there were
approximately one hundred flights covering a period of about two years with more
of the flights during the summer months than any other season. The observations
were for day and night flights during both clear and cloudy sky conditions, Sky
conditions, when classified as cloudy, were not broken down into cloud types,
Some runs were taken with 0O, introduced along with the Hj.

During the flights, thermistor elements were used to measure temperatures
inside the balloon about six inches from the top and bottom, and the free air
temperature outside the balloon, The temperature data were grouped according to
day and night, clear and cloudy conditions, The mean vertical distribution of

the air temperature for each subgroup is shown in Table 17§.

TABLE 116
MEAN VERTICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE AIR TEMPERATURE (°C) AT FT, MONMOUTH

Elevation
(x 104 ££.) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Day Clear 0 -18,41-3%9,5|-52,9 | -60,5|-58,8 |-55,2|-52.3|-48,01-45,0

Day Cloudy 44,7 | -13,1| -34,1 | -53,8  -61,0 | -58,0 |-54,2 | -51,8 | -48,6 | -45,1
Night Clear | +1.,8| -15,7| -39.8|-57.2 | -61,0 |-58,3 |-54,3 |-54,7 | -49,2 | -50,8
Night Cloudy| -2.9 | -20.9 | -40.8 | -55.1 | -59,8 [ -59,.6 |-56.5 | -54.5 | -50.3 | -43,5

Annual Mean | +1.4( -16,6 | -38,1 | -54,8 | -60,8 | -58,7 |-55,0 | -53.1{ -49,0 | -45.5
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. It should be noted that the annual mean for all the data as shown on line S
of the table was computed from the original data and involves some bias since the
number of observations within each subgroup and elevation is not the same. There
is very little difference in the data between clear and cloudy skies, The small
apparent diurnal variation probably results from a sampling bias.

In the upper troposphere and lower stratosphere, both theory (London (1957))
and observations (Kochanski (1955), Handbook of Geophysics (1960)) indicate that
there should be small diurnal and seasonal temperature variations at these lati-
tudes, The mean vertical distribution of air temperature for all the data is
shown in Figure 18.

Since the individual temperature data varied a great deal from observation
to observation, only temperature differences as noted below were used for the
analyses, The statistics studied were the mean and standard deviation for each
heighi and subgroup. These were computed and are shown in Figures 19, 20, 21,
and 22,.

It should be pointed out at the start that the data are relatively few, and
the statistics can only be relied upon in qualitative fashion, The variance of
the data indicates that although there is a consistent difference between clear
and cloudy conditions, this difference cannot be treated as statistically signi-
ficantf In the one case where there was sufficient data (Tg-T,) for daytime
cloudy conditions, the variance was reduced somewhat by cunsidering the summer

season only. (See, for instance, Table 177,)
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FIGURE 20

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TEMPERATURE INSIDE BALLOON AT BOTTOM (Tg) AND TOP (Tr)
FOR NIGHT-TIME CLEAR AND CLOUDY CONDITIONS
(Horizontal lines represent * one standard deviation)
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FIGURE 22

DIFFBRENCE BETWEREN TEMPERATURE INSIDE BALLOON AT BOTTOM (Tp) AND THE AIR (m
FOR NIGHT-TIME CLEAR AND CLOUDY CONDITIONS

(Horizontal lines represent + one standard deviation)
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TASX B Prasx 3 (conrInuED)

TABLE 177
COMPARISON OF TEMPERATURE DIFFERENCE (Tg-TA) (°C) BETWEEN ANNUAL AND
SUMMER DAYTIME CLOUDY QONDITIONS
Elevation
(x ‘1’04 ) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Annual mean 11,7 19,5 | 26,8 | 30,7 | 29,0 ;28,8 | 32,2 | 34,2 | 36,4 | 27.¢&
Summer mean 12,4 | 21,1 | 28,9 | 34,1 | 32.4 | 31.1 | 33.7 | 35.4 | 3v.0 ; 33.0
Annual o~ 4,9 5.3 6.8 9.2 7.9 7.4 5.5 4.9 7.1 3.9

Summer 0~ 4.8 3.4 3.8 6.0 4,8 5.4 5.6 3.4 5.3 1 obs,

the

In the discussion that follows:
refers to the temperature in the free air at the balloon level
refers to the temperature inside the balloon about 6 inches from the bottom
refers to the temperature inside the balloon about 6 inches from the top
The curves plotted in Figures 19, 80, 2}, and 22 show the mean values of
data with the horizontal bar indicating * one sigma about the mean,

Figures 19 and 90 represent values for (Tp-Ty), that is, the temperature

difference between top and bottom inside the balloon,

The daytime observations show positive values (i,e., Tg>Ty) at all levels,

The maximum value for (Tp-Tp) occurs at about 30,000 feet and is about 6°C and

9°C for clear and cloudy skies, respectively, At about 60,000 feet there is a

minimum of (Tg-Typ), about 1°C, and then a slight rise., The standard deviations

for

these values, as well as those discussed below, indicate that whereas the

trends and the sign of the reported temperature differences are probably reli-

able (representative) the exact quoted values are not,
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TASK B Prasg 3 (coNTINUED)

At night, clear and cloudy conditions are again quite similar and the tempera-
ture difference pattern is at least qualitatively the same as described for the
daytime flights, During the night Tg> Tp up to about 40,000 to 50,000 feet, above
which TB<’TT. The major difference between day and night conditions is that the
temperature differences are quite small during the night (about one-third of those
duriﬁg the day), and at levels above 40,000 feet the gas within the bailoon seems
to remain nearly isothermal,

As the balloon rises through the troposphere it will continuously be venti-
lated by the cold air above, In the stratosphere the lapse rate is very small and
the ventilation effect will be a minimum, It is important to note that the as-
sumption made .n the theoretical discussion above that the gas was at a uniform
temperature at the level of 80,000 feet is apparently well satisfied,

Comparison of Figures 19 and 20 shows that (Tp-Tp) is larger during the day as
compared to night, It is not clear why this should be except possibly for the ad-
dition of upward diffuse reflection acting on the bottom of the balloon, This
latter explanation is consistent with the fact that in the region where (Tp-Ty)
is largest, ~~30,000 feet, the temperature difference for cloudy skies is larger
than for clear skies, As was pointed out in Section 3 above, upward diffuse re-
flection is more than doubled for cloudy as compared to clear skies.

Temperature differences between the balloon and the air (Tgp-~-Tj) are shown in
Figures .21 and 22, In all cases the values of (Tp-T,) are much larger than
(Tg-Tp) indicating that whatev?r ventilating effect is present it is much smaller
than the radiative effect., Since the diurnal temperature change of the free air
at these levels is extremely small (< 2°C amplitude), the temperature difference

must indicate differences of the heat load on the balloon,
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TASK B Prasz 3 (conrinurp)

In the daytime, Figure 2). shows that (Tg-T,) is positive throughout (up to
100,000 feet), increasing from about 10°C at 10,000 feet to a maximum of 30-35°C
at about 80,000-90,000 feet. Above this level presumably the air temperature
increases faster than the balloon temperature, At all levels the balloon seems
to be warmer with cloudy than with clear skies,

The night-time values of (TB-TA) are given in Figure 22 where it is seen
that Tg>T, in lower layers (up to about 40,000 feet) and Tg< T, above, There
are indications also that at least about 30,000 feet (Tp-T,) is slightly larger

for cloudy conditions than for clear skies.

5, Conclusions

There is obviously a large difference in temperature of the balloon between
day and night, and the effect of clouds is to warm the balloon during the day
and cool it slightly at night.

As was pointed out ~bove, the data could not be separated into seasonal
values, We have already seen, however, that the theoretical temperature values
do not vary appreciably with season at this altitude, We can, therefore, combine
the January and July radiative equilibrium balloon temperatures as given in
“Table 175 and compare them with the observed balloon temperatures at 80,000 feet,
These temperatures are given in Table 178,

It can be seen from this table that qualitatively there is excellent agree-
ment between the calculated and observed balloon temperatures, The large day-
and night-temperature variation is clearly seen to result from the solar radia~
tion load on the balloon where, as expected, the balloon is warmer for cloudy
as compared to clear conditions, During the night, the results also indicate

that cloud radiation will produce a lower balloon temperature than would be the
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TASK B Prasg 3 (conNrINUxDd)

TABLE ;gg

COMPARISON OF RADIATIVE BQUILIBRIUM AND OBSERVED BALLOON TEMPERATURE

Calculated (°C) Observed (°C)
Day clear + 4 -23
Day cloudy +16,5 -19
Night clear ‘ -53 -60
Night -cloudy -61 -61,5

case with clear skies. This results from the fact that the radiating surface
itself is at a lower temperature at the cloud tops than at the earth’s surface,

The difference between the observed and calculated temperature values results
from some of the assumptions made in the theoretical calculations and the extremely
large variance of the observational data, The apparent quantitative agreement
between observed and computed value for night, cloudy skies is undoubtedly

fortuitous.
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TASY B Prasg 3 (conrIinuep)
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phase 3 (continued)
Spectral Characteristics of Colored Neoprene Film

Measurements of the spectral characteristics of neoprene film of
various thicknesses and colors were made for the near infra-red
region. A Beckman Instruments IR-5A infra-red spectrophotometer
with NaCl prism was used to measure the transmittance in the
wavelength interval from 2 to 16 microns. Samples of white, red,
and black neoprene were stretched over sample holders to give
thicknesses ranging from flaccid (3.3 mils) to 0.3 mils. The
results of these measurements are summarized in Figures 23, 24, 25.

Figure 23 (top) shows the percent transmittance of three thick-
nesses of white neoprene film, namely, 1.4, 0.83, and 0.5 mils.
These three curves illustrate the increasing transmittance as the
thickness of the film is decreased. Also, in the range of 2 to 5
microns, the effect of scattering becomes less pronounced as the
thickness is decreased.

Figure 23 (center) shows the percent reflectance of the same three
samples., For these measurements, a 30° incidence reflectance at-
tachment to the IR-5A was used. This measure of the specular
reflection at 30° does not include all reflected energy since
there is also diffuse reflection, particularly in the region 2 to
5 microns. However, since no spectrophotometer is yet available
which will give the total reflectance in the infra-red, these
measurements may be taken to give a qualitative indication of the
minimum reflection over the spectral interval 2 to 16 microns.

The curve for 1.4 mils thickness shows very low reflection over
the whole range with a small maximum of about 3% at 9 to 10 mic-
rons and beyond 13 microns. The thinner films indicate an
increasing amount of reflection averaging about 4% for 0.83
mils and 5% for 0.5 mils.

Another interesting feature of these curves is the marked inter-
ference pattern produced by reflection from the top and bottom
surfaces of the £ilm. These interference patterns can be used

to determine the thickness of the films with great accuracy. The
formula for this determination is

d:.!l_ __...__._12 11
2\1, - 1,

where n is the number of waves; 12 and l; are the wavelengths in
units of length; d is the thickness of the film in the same units,

Figure 23 (bottom) indicates the absorptivity of the same three
samples, The absorptivity was computed according to

A% - 100 - T% -~ R%

where A is absorptivity; T is transmissivity; R is reflectivity.
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SPECTRAL TRANSMITTANCE, REFLECTANCE, AND ABSORPTIVITY IN PERCENT POR WHITE NBOPRENE FILMS OF VARIOUS THICKNESSAS
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'B, REFLECTANCE, AND ABSORPTIVITY IN PHRCENT FOR WHITE NEOPRENE FILMS OF VARIOUS THICKNESSES
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FIGURE 24

SPECTRAL TRANSMITTANCE,
REFLECTANCE, AND
ABSORPTIVITY IN PERCENT
PFOR RED RENE FILMS

OF VARIOUS THICKNESSES
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FIGURE 25

SPECTRAL TRANSMITTANCE,
REFLECTANCE, AND
ABSORPTIVITY IN PERCENT

FOR B NBOP FI
OF VARIOUS THICKNESSES
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phase 3 (continued)

Whereas Figure 23 (top and center) are copies of the spectro-
meter charts, the curves on Figure 23 (bottom) are smoothed to
indicate the important features only.

In addition to the absorptivity curves for the samples of 1.4,
0.83 and 0.5 mils thick, computations using these values of
absorptivity were made to test the applicability of Beers' Law.
It was found that the absorptivity as a function of thickness
did indeed satisfy the condition to within experimental errors.
On the basis of this, another absorptivity curve for a thickness
of 0.22 mils was computed and drawn. This curve is also shown
on Figure 23 (bottom).

The value 0.22 mils was used to approximate the thickness of a
balloon four times its initial radius. This corresponds to an
elevation of about 80,000 to 90,000 feet. By way of comparison,
this curve agrees essentially with Figure 10, Page 291, on the
basis of which computations on the radiative equilibrium
temperature of a balloon were made. Since the new curve agrees
so well with the previous extrapolated curve, the computed
temperatures still stand.

Figure 24 is a set of similar transmittance, reflectance, and
absorptivity curves for neoprene balloon f£film colored red, In
all essential features, the near infra-red characteristics of
the red neoprene are the same as those for white neoprene
discussed above,

Figure 25 is a similar set of transmittance, reflectance, and
absorptivity curves for black neoprene f£film. These curves show
the same basic absorption bands as the white and red neoprene.
However, a striking difference is also apparent.

Over all, the transmissivity of the black neoprene is less than
the white or red neoprene. Scattering is still important in
this range of 2 to 5 microns., This is true even with the film
0.4 mils thick. The reflectivity is also markedly different
from the red and white neoprene. No interference patterns

are apparent and the average reflectivity of the 0.4 and 0.9
mil black neoprene is higher than the white or red.

When the transmittance and reflectance values are added to

deduce the absorptivity, it is found that the absorptivity of

the black neoprene is consistently greater than that for the
white and red neoprene films over the whole range 2 to 16 microns.
This is particularly true in the region 2 to 6 microns and 7 to
14 microns.

- 319 -



FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phase 3 (continued)

The absorptivity of the black neoprene is about 1.5 times the
absorptivity of the white or red neoprene in the region 9 to 11
microns. This is of particular importance since it is in this
region that the terrestrial radiation is a maximum,

Spectrophotometers capable of making measurements of transmittance
in the spectral range 16 to 40 microns have recently become avail-
able, It will now be possible to measure the spectral transmit-
tance of the neoprene film in this region which encompasses about
one-half the terrestrial radiation. These measurements on films
of various thicknesses together with corresponding measurements

in the ultra-violet, visible, and near infra-red of the total
transmittance and reflectance wiil permit a more accurate
determination of the radiative equilibrium temperatures.

Effect of Infra-Red Radiation on Physical Properties of Films

A preliminary study of the high-altitude flight results indicated
that 2500-gram balloons made from compound A3-101 generally
appeared to reach higher altitudes with greater consistency than
did 2500-gram balloons made from A3-105. (Additional flights

did not confirm this original conclusion.) It was, therefore,
decided to determine whether these two compounds showed differ-
ent behavior when exposed to infra-red radiation. At the same
time, two additional compounds were made. These were derived by
adding 10 parts of carbon black to compounds A3-101 and A3-1i05,
These formulations are listed in Table 179.

Plates were dipped from these four compounds and cured for 60,
90, and 120 minutes at 260°F, 270°F, and 280°F, Physical proper-
ties were determined at room temperature in order to select an
optimum cure at which to conduct the infra-red ebsorption study.
The results of these tests are given in Table 180,

A study of these results shows that the compounds are all very
flat curing. Addition of carbon black results in a marked in-
crease in modulus and tensile strength with relatively little
loss in elongation. The optimuu cure for B3-1 was 90 minutes
at 260°F, 60 minutes at 270°F for B3-2, 120 minutes at 260°F
for B-3 and 120 minutes at 280°F for B3-4,

The excellent physical properties of compound B3-3 suggested that
this compound should produce very good balloons. Accordingly,
flights were performed and the results, which were extremely poor,
are given in Task B, Phase 5.

In view of the very poor performance of the high absorption com-
pounds, it was decided to abandon this line of research and to
evaluate the possibilities of incorporating materials designed to
reduce absorption of infra-red radiation. A series of compounds
was designed, and their formulations are given in Table 181.
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FACTUAL DATA (conrTINUED)
TASK B Pyasg 3 (conTINvED)

TABLE }
FORMULATIONS WITH AND WITHOUT AN INFRA-RED ABSCRBER

Formulatinn No. B3-1 B3-2 B33 B3-d,
Neoprene 750 80.0 100.0 8c.0 10C.0
Neoprene 571 20.GC - 20.0 -
Zinc Oxide 5.0 5.0 £.0 5.0
Neozone 'D! 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0 3.3 3.0
! Accelerator 833 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Sunaptic Acid i.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Aquarex SMO 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Dibutyl Sehacate 6.25 10.0 6.25 10.0
Carbon Black - - 1n.0C 10.0
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FACTUAL DATA (cownrrnuzp)
T4ASK A Puasg 3 (coNTinvED)

TABLE 180

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND Bj-1, B3-2, B3~3. AND B3l
TESTED AT ROOM TEMPERATURE

Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation Tear
Compound | Time | Temp. | at 200% | at. 4CO% | at 600% Strenﬁth at Break | Strength
No.  |(uing) | (O | (pa1) | (ps1) | (pai) | (psi @ | (2befin)
B3-1 60 260 125 175 280 2005 960 68
90 260 13¢ 175 295 2165 935 73
120 260 130 190 295 1920 890
60 270 130 175 285 2105 935 6b,
90 270 130 180 295 215 92¢ 70
120 270 135 175 205 2038 95 69
6C 280 130 175 280 2025 925 75
90 280 130 170 280 2020 910 70
120 280 235 185 295 2130 905 78
B3-2 60 260 8c 105 w70 15L5 12€5 S0
90 260 95 115 260 1600 19C 55
120 260 115 155 200 1970 985 57
60 270 110 140 195 2035 101 58
90 270 105 40 190 2020 995 60
120 270 110 UG 190 1965 2005 60
60 280 80 116 17c 2040 101E 5¢
90 280 85 105 180 1805 985 62
120 280 90 130 180 1540 97c 60
B3-3 60 260 170 360 630 24€ 950 139
90 260 196 330 71c 885 L5 146
120 260 205 390 860 336C 925 2
6C 270 170 295 605 2uLE 3000 124
90 270 190 330 705 2770 9Lo 10
120 270 195 35G 750 3010 935 143
60 280 180 3.0 650 278¢C 980 128
90 280 185 340 750 2875 yes 133
120 28C 205 370 815 2810 900 146
B3-4 60 260 130 235 500 2280 1160 109
90 260 5 235 L75 2535 1115 12k
120 260 L5 230 i8c 2635 1110 132
60 270 13¢ 225 500 2325 1i15 120
90 270 14C 225 473 2370 105 110
120 270 i55 2L0 508 295C 195 121
60 280 136 230 L7 2375 11135 109
90 280 155 245 S10 2905 1095 1hly
120 280 165 305 620 3155 1005 U5
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phage 3 (continued)

TABLE 181

EORMULATIONS OF COMPOUNDS OCONTAINING INFRA-RED REFLECTIVE INGREDIENTS

Formulation No, B3=5 | B3=6 3~7 | B3=~8 | B3=9 B3-10 | B3-11 | B3-12 | B3=-13
Neoprene 750 100,0 |100,0 |100,0 | 100,0 |100,0 | 1C0,0 | 100,0 | 100.0 ! 100,0
Zine Oxide 1,0 1.0 i,0 3.0 6.0 11,0 1,0 1.0 1,0
Titanium Dioxide 2.0 5.0 10,0 - - - - - -
Lithopone - - - - - - 2.0 5.0 10.0
Neozone *D' 2,0 2.0 2,0 2.0 2,0 2,0 2.0 2.0 2.0
N.B.C. 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 2.0 3.0 3.0 3.0
Accelerator 833 1.0 1,0 1.0 1.0 1,0 1.0 i,0 1,0 1,0
Sunaptic Acid 1,0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 140 1.0 10
Aquarex MO 0.5 0.5 C.5 0.5 O] 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Butyl Oleate 10,0 | 10,0 | 10,0 | 10.0| 10,0 10,0| 10,0| 10.0| 10.0
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phage 3 (continued)

Plates were dipped from these compounds according to standard
procedure, cured for 60 minutes at 240°F and 60 minutes at
260°F and tested at room-temperature and at -40°C, -50°C and
-60°C in the presence of and without infra-red radiationm.

The results of these tests are given in Tables 182 through
190,

A study of these results indicates that there is relatively
little absorption of infra-red radiation as evidenced by change
in physical characteristics., If these values are compared with
those obtained with a compound containing carbon black, the
difference in behavior is most marked.

Of the nine compounds tested, the ones containing Lithopone
(B3-8, B3-9 and B3-10) show the greatest change on

irradiation. Those containing Titanium Dioxise (Bs-5, B3-6
and B3-7) show the least change in modulus. The most interesting
results, however, are shown by the compounds containing Zinec
Oxide (B3-11, B3-12 and B3-13). Although these show slightly
greater loss in modulus than do the Titanium Dioxide compounds,
the tensile strength at low temperatures is practically un-
changed on irradiation. At room-temperature, compound B3-13
shows a smaller loss in tensile strength than any other in

the series. The maintenance of uniform tensile strength
throughout a balloon is of utmost importance in ensuring that
the whole balloon is capable of reaching its potential
elongation.,

The uneven conditions induced in a black balloon by solar
radiation during flight resulted in a loss in altitude of
almost 30,000 feet. That this was the reason was confirmed
by the fact that post-plasticized black balloons, which

still performed badly in the daytime, reached the anticipated
normal bursting altitudes at night.

White balloons with a high zinc oxide content should, therefore,
perform consistently in the daytime.

Accordingly, sufficient of this compound was made to dip
balloons. Balloons in the 800-gram class were prepared. The
physical properties of the compound were determined at room
temperature and at -50°C, and the results are given in

Table 191.

A study of these results suggests that the inherent character-
istics of the compound should result in very good day-flight
balloons. If the low infra-red radiation absorption proves

to be a further asset, as theoretically as it should, then

this compound should yield balloons having consistently high
performance. It must, however, be borne in mind that since the
abgorption of infra-red radiation is reduced, the temperature

of the balloon film will be lower than that of a similar balloon
with higher infra-red absorption. It is possible, therefore,
that additional plasticizer may have to be incorporated in the
low infra-red absorption compounds in order to provide sufficient
freeze resistance.



FACTUAL DATA (conTINUED)

TASK B Prasg 3 (cowrinven)

TABLE 182
EFFECT OF INFRA-RED RADIATION ON PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND B-5

Test Cure | Cure Infra- | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation

Temp, | Time | Temp, Red at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break
(°C) |[(mins)| (°F) | Radiation| (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
+20 60 240 no 100 125 255 1095 1020
-40 60 240 no 160 255 990 2500 730
-50 60 240 no 580 1260 - 3785 600
~60 60 240 no - - - 3000 0
+20 60 240 yes 115 145 220 475 830
~-40 60 240 yes 160 240 835 2305 770
-50 60 240 yes 31s 540 2165 2300 610
-60 60 240 yes 1190 2055 - 2845 500
+20 60 260 no 115 155 240 940 980
-40 60 260 no 165 265 1165 2885 750
-50 60 260 no 1080 1970 - 4375 580
-60 60 260 no - - - 3065 0
+20 60 260 yes 125 160 220 510 870
-40 60 260 yes 160 205 650 2090 790
-50 60 260 yes 285 385 1705 2580 690
=60 60 260 yes 875 1670 - 3780 560
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FACTUAL DATA (conrINUED)

TASK B Puasg 3 (conTINUED)

TABLE 18

EBBECT OF INFRA-RED RADIATION ON PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND B3-6

Test Cure | Cure Infra- | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation
Temp, | Time | Temp. Red at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break
(°C) [(mins)| (°F) | Radiation| (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
+20 60 240 no 110 150 280 865 970
~-40 60 240 no 200 285 1265 3170 740
-50 60 240 no 845 1545 - 4465 580
-60 60 240 no - - - 3000 0
+20 60 240 yes 135 175 235 500 840
-40 60 240 yes 170 255 995 2505 790
=50 60 240 yes 285 415 2095 2555 640
-60 - 60' 240 yes 1120 1980 - 3490 540
+20 60 260 no 120 165 215 1115 1070
40 | 60 | 260 no 180 305 | 1470 3780 730
-50 60 260 no 925 1695 4505 5275 630
~-60 60 260 no - - - 3260 0
+20 60 260 yes 145 165 230 670 910
-46 60 260 yes 180 240 705 2220 800
-50 60 260 yes 260 360 1835 3035 730
-60 60 260 yes 1300 1935 - 4485 610
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FACTUAL DATA (cowrrwven)

TASX B Prasg 3 (conTInUED)

TABLE

EFFECT OF INFRA-RED RADIATION ON PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND B3-7

Test Cure | Cure Infra- { Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation
Temp,| Time | Temp, Red at 200%| at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break
(*C) | (mins) | (°B) | Radiation| (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
+20 60 240 no 115 160 280 1195 1010
-40 60 240 no 170 325 1330 3280 760
—50. 60 240 no 1005 1725 - 5120 610
-60 60 . 240 no - - - 3095 0
+20 60 240 yes 130 180 245 520 860
-40 60 240 yes 195 325 1170 2635 740
-50 60 240 yes 440 785 2060 2500 620
-60 60 240 yes 1080 1875 - 3410 560
+20 60 260 no 130 175 235 1220 1070
~-40 60 260 no 185 325 1545 3400 740
-50 60 260 no 1185 1890 4485 5385 630
-60 60 260 no - - - 3205 80
+20 60 260 yes 160 185 230 760 950
~-40 60 260 yes 170 255 710 2415 830
~50 60 260 yes 305 450 1820 2990 700
-60 60 260 yes 1495 1980 - 4220 580*
* Cold flow
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FACTUAL DATA (conTINUVED)

TASX B Puase 3 (coNTINUED)

TABLE 185

EEFECT OF INFRA-RED RADIATION ON PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND B3-8

Test Cure | Cure Infra- Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation
Temp, | Time | Temp, Red at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break
(*C) |{(mins)| (°F) | Radiation| (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
+20 60 240 no 120 165 270 1205 890
-40 60 240 no 160 250 1610 3020 690
-50 60 240 no 905 2110 5390 5695 620
-60 60 240 no - - - 3120 30
+20 60 240 yes 140 180 245 400 770
-40 60 240 yes 180 220 875 2380 750
~-50 60 240 yes 230 300 1975 3425 690
-60 60 240 yes 1325 2295 5435 5435 600*
w20 | 60 | 260 no 140 170 250 1210 910
-40 60 260 no 175 31s 1995 3195 680
-50 60 260 no 825 2195 4940 5945 640
=60 60 26C ) no - - - 3665 o]
+20 60 260 yes 140 175 240 31s 690
~40 60 260 yes 160 210 930 3530 790
-50 60 260 yes 245 375 2035 3250 710
-60 60 260 yes 1610 2550 - 5205 590%*
* Cold fiow
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FACTUAL DATA (cowrinuvep)
TASY B Puasg 3 (conrrnvuep)

TABLE 186

EFRECT OF INFRA-RED RADIATION ON PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND B3-9

Test Cure | Cure Infra- | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation
Temp, | Time | Temp, Red at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break
1(*C) { (mins) ! (°PF) | Radiation|{ (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
+20 60 240 no 110 150 250 990 930
-40 60 240 no 150 240 1520 3510 730
=50 60 240 no 865 1725 5090 5300 610
-60 60 240 no - - - 3335 0
+20 60 240 yes 145 190 255 440 780
-40 60 240 yes 165 225 920 2545 780
=50 60 240 yes 210 315 1795 3150 680
-60 60 240 yes 1500 2400 - 4550 580*
+20 60 260 no 150 180 270 1430 910
~-40 60 260 no 170 260 1780 3910 700
=50 60 260 no 810 2055 | 5410 6110 620
-60 60 260 no - - - 3075 0
+20 60 260 yes 135 185 230 350 730
~40 6Q 260 yes 165 220 945 2860 730
-50 60 260 yes 248 340 2010 4785 700
-60 60 260 yes 1000 1865 - 450 590*
* Cold flow
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FACTUAL DATA (conTINVED)

TASK B Puasg 3 (conTrnvep)

. TABLE 187
QEA FECT OF INFRA-RED RADIATION ON PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND B3-10
Test Cure | Cure Infra- | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation
Temp, | Time | Temp, Red at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break
(*C) | (mins) | (*F) | Radiation| (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
+20 60 240 no 120 165 270 1085 930
-40 60 240 no 175 315 1770 3775 720
~50 60 240 no 610 1680 4605 5485 640
-60 - 60 240 no - - - 2915 0
+20 60 240 yes 160 190 255 475 790
-40 60 240 yes 155 260 860 2865 790
=50 60 240 yes 235 370 1810 3805 710
-60 60 240 yes 1533 2450 - 4425 570*
+20 60 260 no 145 175 255 1315 930
-40 60 260 no 170 410 2060 4405 720
-50 60 260 no 905 2080 - 5738 610
-60 60 260 no - - - 3655 0
+20 60 260 yes 140 175 240 390 760
-40 60 260 yes 180 260 1105 3460 760
-50 60 260 yes 260 400 2085 4050 680
-60 60 260 yes 1090 1890 4550 5105 620%
* Cold flow




FACTUAL DATA (coxTINUED)
TASK B Prasg 3 (conTrNuED)

ABLE 188
ERE OB ~RED RADIAT ON PHYSI PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND B3-11

Test Cure | Cure Infra- | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation
Temp, | Time | Temp, Red at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break
(*C) | (mins) | (°F) | Radiation| (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
+20 60 240 no 130 145 255 1025 980
-40 60 240 no 150 230 1305 3045 740
-50 60 240 no 510 1465 3565 4135 630
-60 60 240 no - - - 3250 60*
+20 60 240 yes 135 170 240 525 910
-40 60 240 yes 165 225 740 3010 820
-50 60 240 yes 225 355 1705 3405 720
-60 60 240 yes 1300 2170 - 4235 580%*
+20 60 260 no 130 165 220 1235 960
-40 60 260 no 185 265 1880 3510 680
-50 60 260 no 1145 1915 - 4450 590
-60 60 260 no - - - 3370 0
+20 60 260 yes 130 165 215 545 810
-40 60 260 yes 180 210 810 3345 820
-50 60 260 yes - 265 400 2300 3800 660
-60 60 260 yes 770 1545 3935 4335 620%*
* Cold flow
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FACTUAL DATA (conrINUgDp).

- 332 -

TASX B Prasg 3 (conrInuep)
TABLE 189
EREBQT OF INFRA-RED RADIATION ON PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OR OOMPOUND B3-12

Test Cure | Cure Infra- | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation
Temp, | Time | Temp, Red at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break
(*°C) | (mins) | (°F) | Radiation| (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
+20 60 240 no 110 135 245 1060 1060
-40 60 240 no 165 280 1445 31958 720
-50 60 240 no 935 1835 4765 4900 610
-60 60 240 no - - - 3250 0
+20 60 240 yes 135 170 240 615 950
-40 60 240 yes 160 230 815 2758 780
-50 60 240 yes 31s 410 2635 3798 690
-60 60 240 yes 1385 2340 - 3270 550*
+20 60 260 no 135 160 220 1210 960
-40 60 260 no 165 300 2110 4000 710
-50 60 260 no 12158 2095 4490 4660 610
-60 60 260 no - - - 3685 0
+20 60 260 yes 130 165 215 600 930
-40 60 260 yes 180 245 865 3240 800
-50 60 260 yes 310 480 2360 4660 700
-60 60 260 yes 1175 1708 5000 5000 600*
* Cold flow




FACTUAL DATA (conrIinvEDd)

TASX B _Prisg 3 (coNTINUED)

TABLE {
- AL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND B3-13

Test Cure | Cure Infra- | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation
Temp, | Time | Temp, Red | at 200% | at 400% | at 600% | Strength | at Break
(*C) | (mins) | (*B) | Radiation| (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%)
+20 60 240 no 125 155 270 960 1040
~40 60 24¢ no 205 375 1645 2705 690
-50 60 240 no 980 1825 - 4665 590
-60 60 240 no - - - 3145 0
+20 60 240 yes 135 175 240 620 980
-40 60 240 yes 170 285 880 2640 780
~-50 60 240 yes 275 545 2125 3450 680
-60 60 240 yes 845 1115 - 3555 590*
+20 60 260 no 135 180 240 1175 1030
=40 60 260 no 208 345 1890 3075 700
~-50 60 260 no 1005 2400 4725 5665 640
-60 60 260 no - - - 4145 0
+20 | 6 | 260 yes 155 200 250 795 970
-40 60 260 yés 190 280 1030 30658 770
-50 60 260 yes 325 650 2530 3965 700
-60 60 260 yes 1105 1715 - 4010 570%*
* Cold flow
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phagse 3 (continued)

TABLE 191
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF COMPOUND B3-13 gmm:m AT
ROOM TEMPERATURE AND AT -50°C,
Test Cure | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation Tear
Temp. | Time | Temp. | at 200% | at LOO% | at 600% | Strength | at Break | Strength
(C.) |(mins){ ( F.)| (psi) (psi) (psi) (psi) (%) (1bs/in)
+20 60 260 115 155 255 2035 1110 7
+20 S0 260 125 180 290 2185 1035 78
+20 | 120 260 135 185 295 2270 980 75
+20 60 280 115 165 265 2035 1000 70
+20 % 280 135 195 315 2L25 970 78
+20 120 280 150 225 Lko 2695 930 92
-50 60 260 7L0 1640 Ls70 Lo70 600 -
-50 90 260 1000 2250 5675 5835 610 -
-50 120 260 | 1210 2380 5765 5765 600 -
-50 60 280 | 1205 2L15 5595 £950 610 --
-50 90 280 1250 2785 6048 6L70 610 -
-50 120 280 1759 3380 6205 6205 600 --
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

JASK B (continued)
Phage 4: Effect of Ultra-Violet and Other Short-Wave Radiation

Exploratory experiments were conducted using a Hanovia ultra-
violet lamp with maximum radiation concentration at 3600 A°, A
six-inch, tubular lamp was used; and three compounds were selected
for evaluation. These were A3-105 which contains 3 parts of N,B.C.,
A3-117 which contains 3 parts of Agerite DPPD, and a compound
identified as B4-1l which is identical to A3-105, but from which the
N.B.C. was eliminated and no other antiozonant included.

Dumbbell samples were cut from each of the films made from these
compounds and stretched to an elongation of 300%. The atmosphere
in the testing chamber was replaced by nitrogen to avoid any side
effects produced by ozone, although the wave-length of 3600A°
produces little, if any, ozone.

The samples were exposed for periods of one hour and two hours,

and then removed from the test chamber, allowed to relax for one
hour, and tested on the Scott Tester. The physical characteristics
of these films before and after exposure to the ultra-violet lamp
are given in Table 192.

In order to eliminate the effect of stretching the samples to 300%
before testing, controls which had been stretched to this elongation
for the same length of time but not exposed to ultra-violet
radiation were also tested.

A study of these results shows that in the wavelength range tested,
ultra-violet radiation has no effect on the physical properties of
the compounds under investigation. A few spot checks were made
with air instead of nitrogen in the chamber, and again no variation
in physical properties could be determined after irradiation with
ultra-violet light.

Four General Electric #G-4-S1l1 bulbs which have maximum radiation
at 2800 A° were now obtained, this wave-length being much more
active than 3600A°, The four bulbs were mounted in a plane, and
the dumbbell samples under test were supported at a distance of
approximately six inches from the plane of the bulbs., The dumb-
bells were stretched to an elongation of 300% and exposed for
periods of two hours and four hours. One series of tests was
conducted in an atmosphere of nitrogen and another in an atmosphere
of air,

Three compounds were again used in this investigation: (1) A3-105,
a day-flight compound, (2) A3-105 post-plasticized for night flight,
(3) A3-104, a dual purpose compound. Physical properties of the
compounds were determined before and after exposure to ultra-violet
radiation. The results of these tests are given in Table 193,
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FACTUAL DATA (conrINuxd)
TASK B Puapk 4 (conrrnusp)

: . Cuzxe | Cure | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Blongation
Compound | Time | Temp,| at 200% | at 400% ] at 600% | Strength | at Break | Treatment
Ne, (mins)| (*R) (psi) (psi) (psi) | (psi) ¢))
A3-108 60 280 120 165 215 1800 940 Nene
‘ 60 280 120 160 220 &820- 930 No UV exp¥
60 asc 118 1658 213 1850 940 1 hr UV expf
60 280 120 165 210 1860 940 2 hr UV expt
90 280 120 170 240 1908 930 None
90 280 120 165 240 1900 945 No UV expt
90 280 120 170 230 1900 950 1 hr UV expt
90 280 120 . 1658 235 1920 945 2 hr UV exp?
120 280 1158 160 240 2185 960 None
120 280 120 165 230 2160 955 No UV exp¥
120 280 120 155 245 2175 970 1 hr UV exp¥
120 280 120 155 240 2170 965 2 hr UV exp¥
B4-1 60 280 110 145 175 1660 1020 None
60 280 110 140 175 1670 1015 No UV exp¥
60 280 100 135 170 1680 1000 1 hr UV expt
60 280 110 140 165 1700 1010 2 hr UV exp?
90 280 115 165 210 1990 1010 None
90 280 120 160 210 1940 1000 No UV exp¥
90 280 115 150 200 1880 1020 1 hr UV expt
90 280 115 165 200 1895 1008 2 hr UV expt
120 280 115 155 205 1920 970 None
120 280 110 160 210 1900 960 No UV exp¥
120 280 110 150 195 1850 970 1 hr UV exp?
120 280 115 155 200 1880 965 2 hr UV exp¥
A3~117 60 280 135 200 390 1580 870 None
60 280 140 190 385 1610 880 No UV exp¥
60 280 140 210 370 1595 850 1 hr UV exp?
60 280 130 185 375 1630 845 2 hr UV exp¥
90 280 155 215 430 1600 840 None
90 280 150 220 410 1640 870 No UV expt
90 280 150 205 425 16355 79Q 1 hr UV expt
90 280 150 220 405 1640 820 2 hr UV expt]| .
120 280 160 225 440 1710 810 None
120 280 160 230 435 1580 800 No UV exp?
120 280 155 240 410 1670 820 1 hr UV exp?
120 280 165 240 430 1690 820 2 hr UV expt

' * Samples stretched to an elongation of 300%,




FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TABLE 1

EFFECT OF ULTRA-VIOLET RADTATION ON BALLOON FIIMS
TESTED AT ROOM-TEMPERATURE

Time of | Modulus | Modulus | Modulus | Tensile | Elongation
Compound | Atmosphere | Exposure | at 200% | at LOO% | at 600% | Strength | at Break
No. (hours) | (psi) | (psi) | (psi) | (psi) (%)
A3-105 Air 0 130 210 395 2275 890
Air 2 135 180 340 2L8o 935
Air b samples broke due to ozone attack
Nitrogen 0 130 210 395 22175 890
Nitrogen 2 115 205 3L5 2135 915
Nitrogen L 15 210 350 2015 890
A3-105 Air 0 105 170 320 1375 820
post-
plasti- Air 2 samples broke due to ozone attack
cized
Nitrogen 0 105 170 320 1375 820
Nitrogen 2 8s 130 2Lo 1330 850
Nitrogen b 60 1s 215 1060 830
A3-104 Air 0 125 280 610 1830 905
Air 2 samples broke due to ozone attack
Nitrogen 0 125 260 610 1830 905
Nitrogen 2 105 2Ls 540 1725 925
Nitrogen 4 100 240 sko 1700 925
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

IASK B, Phase 4 (continued)

A study of this table shows that the intensity of the ultra-
violet radiation was sufficient to create substantial concentrations
of ozone in an atmosphere of air,

After two hours, compound A3-105 showed a slight drop in modulus
and a slight increase in tensile strength and elongation, After

- four hours, the samples showed too much ozone attack, making it im-
possible to obtain physical properties.

In the case of the post-plasticized dumbbells and those cut from
dual-purpose compound f£ilm, the deterioration due to ozone attack
was too great after two hours exposure to enable the determination
of physical properties.

The dumbbells cut from A3-105 when exposed in a nitrogen atmosphere
showed virtually no change in any physical characteristics other
than an almost insignificant drop in modulus at 600% elongation.

However, the same compound after post-plasticizing showed a steady
fall in modulus and tensile strength as the time of exposure in-
creased, There was no significant change in elongation.

The dual-purpose compound showed a significant loss in modulus at
all elongations after two hours exposure and a much smaller loss

in tensile strength, After a further two hours there was no

further change in modulus or tensile strength. This was accompanied
by a slight increase in elongation during the first two hours, and
no further change between two and four hours exposure.

It would seem, therefore, that the major deterioration which a
balloon is likely to suffer upon exposure to ultra-violet radiation
during a flight is attributable to attack by ozone which the ultra-
violet radiation has created. Since a comprehensive study of the
action of ozone on balloon films had already been conducted, there
seems to be no advantage to extending this study of the effect of
ultra-violet radiation any further.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B (continued)

Phage 5: Correlation of Physical I .s. . .

The excellent physical properties of compound B3-3 coupled with

the knowledge that such a compound absorbs strongly in the infra-
red suggest that balloons should show good day-time performance,
Accordingly, 800-gram balloons were manufactured from this compound
and submitted for flight testing. In order to determine the
influence of the carbon black, a balloon of similar weight manu-
factured from compound B3-1 which is identical with B3-3 apart from
the carbon black was used as a control with each black balloon
flight,

All balloons were flown during the hours of daylight with a free
lift of 1600 grams. The control balloons are identified as
EX-3B-101 through EX-3B-106, and the black balloons as EX-3B-l1lll
through EX-3B-116. The characteristics of these balloons and their
flight performance are recorded in Table 194, Each control and
experimental flight are paired for ease of reference.

A study of these results shows with startling clarity that the
addition of carbon black has resulted in a loss of altitude of
about 30,000 feet. The physical properties of the black compound,
coupled with the greater length of the black balloons, would
normally, however, lead to an expectation of much improved
performance.

The previous evaluation of a black compound during Contract
DA-36-039~SC-78239 showed that absorption of infra-red radiation
results in a marked loss of tensile strength and modulus as well

as an increase in low-temperature elongation. The possibility that
this might lead to large differences in these properties within a
balloon was anticipated in the final report of Contract DA-36-039-
SC-78239,

The flight results obtained indicates that this is the case. The
upper portion of the balloon apparently absorbs radiation to such

an extent that its tensile strength and modulus are very substantially
reduced.,

The effect is magnified since little, if any, solar radiation now
reaches the lower part of the balloon which is in the shadow of
the upper part. It is, in fact, possible that so little radiation
is reaching the lower part of the balloon that it is freezing.

In order to confirm this theory, balloons of the same type were
post-plasticized to render them suitable for night flight., If
the solar radiation theory is correct, these balloons should fly
satisfactorily at night. Prevention of the lower half of the
balloon from freezing should possibly improve the day-flight
performance, but wariations in absorption of solar radiation
throughout the film may still result in inferior flights to those
obtained with uncolored balloons,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TABLE 1

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MADE FROM COMPOUND CONTAINING CARBON BLACK

Day or Flaccid Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Weight Length at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-3B-101 k2Ll Day 795 91 102,700 1078
EX-3B-11)4 K20-3 Day 820 107 67,600 1110
EX-3B-102 K242 Day 815 96 110,300 1167
EX-3B-113 K17-8 Day 855 118 80,900 1093
EX-3B-103 K243 Day 800 93 104,200 1079
EX-3B-112 K17-7 Day 835 112 13,900 1051
EX-3B-10L K2lL Day 800 90 100,000 1177
EX-3B-116 K20-6 Day 860 107 63,000 1073
EX-3B-105 K245 Day 850 96 75,100 1081
EX-3B-111 | K17-6 Day 8Lo 118 71,000 1087
EX-3B-106 K2L6 Day 810 ok 103,000 1133
EX-3B-115 K20-5 Day 855 108 66,500 1118

TABLE 1

FLIGHT RESULTS - NS MADE FROM COMPOUND CONTAINING CARBON BLACK

Day or Flaccid Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Weight Length at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-3B-201 K21-4 Day oks 17 82,300 986
EX-3B-202 K21-3 Night 1015 ns 90,500 1035
EX-3B-203 K21-5 Night 1030 118 115,060 1092
EX-3B-20L K21-6 | Night 1050 ng 112,000 1031
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B (continued)

Four such balloons were submitted for flight testing. One of
these was flown during the hours of daylight and the remaining
three at night. All balloons were flown with a free lift of
1600 grams. The characteristics of these balloons and their
£1ight performance are given in Table 195,

A study of these results shows that the average night-time
performance is much superior to the day-time performance. Balloons
EX-3B-203 and EX-3B-204 are superior to any of the day-flight
balioons which did not contain carbon black., There seems little
doubt, therefore, that balloon compounds which show high infra-red
radiation absorption are unsatisfactory for daytime use.

Balloons were made from a compound containing Agerite DPPD which
provides much better ozone resistance than does N.B.C. according
to laboratory tests. This compound, designated A3-117, is
described in Task A, Phase 3, Part A,

Six balloons were made from compound A3-105 which is similar to
A3-117 except that it does not contain Agerite DPPD. These were
identified as EX-2B-10l1 through EX-2B-106.

Six balloons were made from compound A3-117 which contains
Agerite DEPD, These were identified as £X-2B-111 through EX-2B-116.

These twelve balloons were flown in pairs on the same day as
follows:

EX-2B-101 and EX-2B-11l4 EX-2B-102 and EX-2B-116
EX-2B-103 and EX-2B-112 EX-2B-104 and EX-2B-11l5
EX-2B-105 and EX-2B-11l1 EX-2B-106 and EX-2B-1l4

All balloons were flown during the daytime with a free 1ift of
1600 grams. The characteristics of these balloons and their
flight performance are given in Table 196.

An analysis of these results shows that the balloons made from
compound A3-117 consistently reach altitudes approximately
10,000 feet lower than do the balloons made from compound A3-105,
The only explanation that is immediately apparent is based on
the color of the balloons.

Agerite DPPD produces a balloon which is substantially darker in
color., It has already been shown that black balloons reach much
lower altitudes in the daytime. Hence, the darker color of the
bflloons containing Agerite DPPD may be responsible for the reduced
altitudes,
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FAGTUAL DATA (continued)

TABIE 196
F ULTS - BALLOONS MADE FR OUNDS A3-105 AND A3-11'
Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Compound | Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. No. (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min. ),
EX~-2B-101 | Ylk-1P A3-105 880 98 102,000 1043
EX-2B-102 | YlL-2P A3-105 870 100 104,000 1084
EX-2B-103 | YlL-3P A3-105 870 98 104,500 1107
EX-2B-104 | YlL-LP A3-105 865 98 102,200 1054
EX-2B-105 | YlL-5P A3-105 880 98 102,000 1036
EX-2B-106 | YlL-6P A3-105 820 102 102,000 1068
EX-2B-111 | YS5-LKT A3-117 910 102 92,300 1068
EX-2B-112 | Y9-3KT A3-117 860 99 96,200 1192
EX-2B-113 | Y9-5KT A3-117 880 101 81,910 1082
EX-2B-114 | Y1L-2KT | A3-117 880 98 93,200 1107
EX-2B-115 | Y1h-3KT | A3-117 910 100 91,700 lo7u
EX-2B-116 | Y1S5-1KT | A3-117 870 100 89,000 1095
TABLE 1
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MADE FROM COMPOUND B3-13
‘ Day nr Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-3B-121 | HB-2TN Day 795 92 9L, 500 1099
EX-3B-122 | HB8-LIN Day 8Ls oL 90, 100 1043
EX-3B-123 | H9-STN Day 835 91 92,300 1034
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phase 5 (continued)

Three balloons manufactured from compound B3-13 were suumitted
for flight testing. This compound shows extremely low infra-
red absorption and, consequently, shows very little difference
in physical characteristics whether or not the film is subjected
to infra-red radiation,

It was felt, therefore, that the physical properties throughout

a balloon during a daytime flight would be much more uniform than
is the case where the film absorbs radiation with consequent
reduction in tensile strength and modulus.

The three balloons were flown with a free lift of 1600 grams,
and their flight performance is given in Table 197,

A study of this table shows that, although the altitudes reached
are relatively consistent, the actual altitude is no greater than
is normally obtained with this size balloon. In fact, better
altitudes for balloons of this weight and length have been recorded
using standard balloon compounds.

As pointed out in Task B, Phase 3, the reduced infra-red absorption
of compound B3-13 may result in the balloon having a lower
temperature during a daytime flight. If this is the case, the
ultimate elongation of the balloon f£film will also be lower than
that of a normal balloon, part of which at least is being raised

to greater temperatures by solar radiation.

Increasing the plasticizer content of compound B3-13 should,
therefore, improve the altitude obtainable by increasing the
elongation of the film at the temperature which it attains during
flight., At the same time, the uniformity of physical properties
throughout the film should still be maintained with a consequent
improvement in consistency of flight performance.

Phase 6: Prediction of Balloon Flight Performance

Part A: Determination of Burst Altitude from Residual
Elongation

A system of nomograms for predicting balloon flight perform-
ance was developed. An elongation-temperature curve is
derived for the compound, and by superimposing this curve
over the nomogram for the proper balloon size, it is pos-
sible to determine at what height the residual elongation
of the balloon becomes zero. This new means of prediction
is superior to the flight equation and the slide rule
methods developed during Contract DA-36-039-SC-72386 and is
described in detail in the following pages.
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TASX B Puask 6 (conTrnvep)

DETERMINATION OF BALLOON RESIDUAL ELONGATION

In the day-to-day use of high altitude balloons, it would be useful to have
a means to predict the expected perfommance of the balloons in terms of the
known or expected atmospheric temperature conditions. A useful parameter in
this connection is the Residual Elongation of the balloon. By this is meant the
difference between the actual and ultimate elongation at any particular elevation.
This can be expressed as:
E, = Ey - B, (1)

E,. is the residual elongation.

E, is the ultimate elongation and is a characteristic of the particular
neoprene campound used in fabricating the balloon. E; is, for our
purposes, chiefly a function of the temperature of the neoprene.

E, 1is the actual elongation.

Elongation 1s usually expressed in percent and is definsd as follows:

E, =8~ To  100% (2)
Ta

Here, r, is the actual radius of the balloon; and
ro is the flaccid or barely inflated radius.

Rather than solve the equations of balloon flight numerically or by means
of many manipulations on a slide rule, both of which have been found to be
inconvenient procedures, a nomogram has been developed relating the parameters
of principal importance to pemit a very convenient method of graphical solu-
tion. These namograms, one for the 1000-gram, 100,000-foot balloon and one
for the 1750-gram, 120,000-foot balloon, will be presented later.
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TASK B Puasr 6 (conTINUED)

Theory of Balloon Expansion

It has been observed that the density of the rubber or neoprene camprising
the fabric of a balloon is very nearly conserved as the balloon expands. It can
be shown as well to a sufficient degree of accuracy that the difference between
the gas pressure inside an inflated balloon and the ambient air pressure is very
small, even at the bursting pressure. In view of this, it is assumed that the
pressure of the gas inside the balloon is the same as that of the atmospheric
environment and that, therefore, the gas law as applied to the balloon is:

? e< ani = const. (3)

where:

p 1s the gas pressure inside the balloon and may be measured by the
ambient air pressure.

v 1is the volume of the balloon at the elevation corresponding to
pressure, p.

T 4is the temperature of the gas in the balloon and as a first
approximation is assumed to be the same as the air temperature
as well as the balloon fabric.

r 1is the radius of the balloon.

The assumption of inside and cutside temperature equality will be discussed

in a separate section later.

If subscript (o) refers to an initial or ﬂacéid condition of the balloon
and subscript (a) refers to the variable or final condition, the radius of a
balloon may be determined by writing equation (3) in the following form:

31log ry = 3 log ry + log (po - Pa) + 1og (T4 - Ty) (L)
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TASX B Puasx 6 (coNTINUED)

The elongation at any elevation whose pressure (p,) and temperature (Tg)
are inown can be determined fram equations (L) and (2). By comparing Eg with
the known ultimate elongation characteristic at the temperature (T,), the
residual elongation may be calculated.

Construction of the Nomogram

Figure2 is a chart for the graphical solution of equations (L), (2), and
(1). The diagram contains three principal features:

a. The elongation as a function of pressure alone

b. The effect of temperature on the elongation

c. A presentation of the empirical isothermal ultimate elongation

characteristics of day-flight and night-flight neoprene campounds.

With regard to the main body of the namogram, the ordinate is -log p,
labeled on the left side of the chart., Note that pressure decreases upward as
is conventional on most meteorological charts depicting atmospheric pressure
related to elevation. The pressure ranges over three orders of magnitude. The
abscissa is the radius plotted as log r but on a scale three times that of
pressure and thus actually represents 3 log r. However, in view of equation
(2), the scale is labeled in terms of elongation instead of radius across the
top of the chart. The relationship between p and r (or elongation) on this
(-log p, 3 log r) chart is a straight diagonal line whose slope is L5° and is
drawn as a heavy sloping line on the diagram. The reference pressure (po) and
radius (r,) given by the intersection of the heavy sloping line with the zero
elongation line represents the condition under which the balloon is juast barely
inflated. Any point along the heavy diagonal line thus represents the iso-

thermal expansion of the balloon at temperature (T,).
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FIGURE 26

USB OF NOMOGRAM TO DETERMINE EISIDUAL BLONGATION




ELEVATION (x 103 FT.)

i60

180

140

120

1o

100

90

80

70

50

40

30

20

10

ELONGATION (%)

, @ 100 200 300 F 400 sool 600
e 7
2 v
3 T 7
/]
4 L /
3 a L // /Z
. A AN/
s A7
8 Al ¢ /// . 4
& X T AT
/; a7 44 s
4
20 / /// Z <
e s e
A YR H\
S AL U\
40 . YAV e4 B
T AP 4 ~
LI TP N
¥ 70 /. yaye
"2 80 yas el
2 90 77 N7 77
Z 100 7 Vl 7 //7/
W7
——200 Z, //
A
/, 4
400 LN /7
560 / /
w |27
—yoX 2l S S
L [ L S
4 777
(0 7777
+f -5 ., O
Z:2 Ao §;
= 2
’?:ogﬂ

AIR TEMPERATURE (*C)



ELONGATION (%)

100 200 300 F 400 500l 600 700 800 900
/// //
v VYV
/(/
V]
D 4
AW / |
/ '/,
N NAANA
//// / 4
V' N/ NL
NV XY
I A77 ZF
7 / 7 -80
//// .
%,
/ ///// ; '70;:
7 A 7 AR TP ° y
7T A7 7V 7/ N el
7 AL 77 e b
L / ‘// /’ ™ - '40§
XL A -30
T TH T TN 20 &
77 777X 23
YA AT \ 83
/?// ////7 AN 10
/ ////
/A
S
/ / 4
,/ 4
SN
/[
/7 7
/L /LS
1, //
/L
7
-80 M
Ao §°
b |
teo B




TASX B Puasg 6 (coNTINUED)

To solve for 3 log rg, log (Tg - To) must be added algebraically to
3 log ro + log (po - Pg)-.

This is accamplished by means of the auxilliary graph at the lower left of
the chart. Here, log T, (usually the surface temperature) is the vertical
scale and log Ty (the ambient air temperature) is the abscissa, These are
actually plotted on the absolute temperature scale as is required in the gas
law, but are labeled in degrees Celsius for convenience in use. The value of
log (T, - Ta) is determined by noting the locus of the point whose coordinates
are the arguments. The addition is accamplished by proceeding diagonally upward
to the left parallel to the diagonal straight lines to the reference level.

Finally, the isothermal ultimate elongation characteristics for the night-
flight and day-flight neoprene compounds have been drawn as curved lines on the
right side of the main chart. “The scale used is temperature of the neoprene in
degrees Celsius plotted on the right side of the chart versus ultilmata elonga-
tion of the neoprene using the same horizontal scale at the top of the chart

as before.

Procedure for Using the Nomogram

The procedure for using the chart to determine the residual elongation of
a balloon at a particular elevation may best be illustrated by means of an
example., Suppose a 1000-gram balloon flown at night is at an elevation cor-
responding to 10 mb. pressure where the temperature is 216%K or ~67°C. Further,
suppose the surface or launching temperature is -10°C and the surface pressure
is 1000 mb. What is the residual elongation, if any, left in the balloon at

that elevation?
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TAS"Q B Puasg 6 (conTINUED)

Refer to Figure?26 for the solution. The pressure versus elongation have
been detemined for the 1000-gram balloon whose flaccid diameter is 5.5 feet
and vhose diameter at release is 6.05 feet. The ratioc of r, to ry is thus 1.1
or the initial elongation at launching is 10%. Note that the sloping heavy
diagonal line passes through this point.

1. Note the surface temperature (-10°C) at point A and the free air
temperature (--67°C) at point B. Find point C whose coordinates are
these values.

2. Proceed upward to the left parallel to the sloping straight lines
to D. The length from elongation zero to D represents log (T, - Ta).

3. From D, follow parallel to the sloping diagonal lines to the ambient
pressure (10 mb.) at point E. This represents log (ps - po) plus
log (To - Ta).

L. The actual elongation may now be read at the top scale point F as
360%. The diameter of the balloon at this elevation is now L.6
times its flaccid diameter.

The next step is to determine what the ultimate elongation of the balloon

is corresponding to the temperature (-67°C).

5. Start at point G at -67°C on the right side scale of the chart and
move horizontally to the left to point H on the ultimete elongation
curve for the night-flight campound.

6. The ultimate elongation for this compound and temperature is read
at I (520%).
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PASK B Puasg 6 (conrinvep)

7. The residual elongation is thus 5208 - 360% equals 160%. Or the balloon
is capable of expanding another 1.6 initial diemeters.

If this had been a day flight instead of a night flight, and the temperature
" had been the same, step 5 would have proceeded to J instead of to H. It is clear
from this that the balloon would have burst prior to reaching 10 mb. as the
ultimate elongation of the neoprene would have been exceeded.

Figure27 is a blank diagram for use with the 1000~gram balloon, and Figure 28
is for use with the 1750 gram balloon, the barely inflated diameter of which is
7.166 feet. This balloon is not completely inflated when launched, the volume
of gas at launch being 135 feet3. This means that under normal conditions, the
balloon will not be barely inflated uniil it has risen to about 710 mb. Con-
sequently, the heavy diagonal line in Figure 28 intersects the zero elongation
line at about 710 mb.

Limitations and Approximations

Same basic approximations have been made in developing these charts, and

these, consequently, limit their validity. These will be discussed here.

1., The assumption that the air pressure may be substituted for the bal-
loon gas pressure in the gas equation., Measurement of the modulus of
the neoprene when used in the equation for the pressure difference
indicates this difference to be very much smaller than the gas pressure.

2, The charts have been drawn to indicate the barely inflated pressure to
be 1000 mb. and 710 mb., respectively. If these are in error by as
much as 5% (an excessively large error), the effect upon the radius

varies as the cube root or the elongation will be in error less than 2%.
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FIGURB 27

NOMOGRAM FOR DETERMINATION OF RESIDUAL ELONGATION
OF 1
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FIGURE 38

NOMOGRAM FOR DETERMINATION OF RESIDUAL ELONGATION
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TASX B Puasz 6 (conNTINUED)

3.

It has been assumed that the free air temperature is the same as the
neoprene fabric temperature. Measurements of internal gas temperature
versus ambient air temperature indicate that during day flights above
the tropopause, the internal temperature is higher than the ambient
air temperature. The difference may occasionally be as high as Lo°c
(see later section). These temperatures were measured 6 inches inside
the balloon. Also, the balloon fabric is extremely thin and is being
ventilated as the balloon is rising at the rate of over 1000 feet per
mimute. In view of these considerations, the fabric temperature is
probably much more nearly the same as the air temperature rather than
the gas temperature. In any case, a L0°C error in gas temperature at
an ambient temperature of near 200°K introduces an error of about 20%
or an elongation error of less than 3%. Further, this error will lead
to an over estimate of elongation. (The balloon will perform somewhat
better than expected.) On the other hand, at night internal gas tem-
peratures are slightly lower than air temperatures so the error intro-
duced is of opposite sign but smaller than the day-time error.

The ultimate elongation characteristic curves for the neoprene have
been determined empirically under isothermal conditions. It is known
that the ultimate elongation characteristics can be improved by pre-
elongation. However, not enough information is available on this
property to make use of it here. When information becomes available,
this can be incorporated into the diagram. In view of the isothemmal
determination of elongation and the fact that the balloon as it rises

into colder temperatures in the troposphere is actually pre-elongating
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TASK B, Phase 6 (continued)

itself, the ultimate elongation curves give a lower estimate of the
ultimate elongation than that which is possible,

5. The variability in the data that comprised the ultimate elongation
curves and the variability in the quality control of large balloons
(e,g., minute bubbles, etc.), probably introduces a variability of
performance greater than that due to atmospheric uncertainty,

As an aid in the use of the nomogram in predicting the expected balloon

performance, lapse rates of average atmospheric temperature for 55°N,

lat, are presented as Figure 29, for winter (January) and summer (July)
conditions, These may be used to get an estimate of average extreme

conditions likely to be encountered at this latitude,

Part B: Determination of Dimensions of Fast-Rising Balloons

The dimensions of fast-rising balloons designed to reach
altitudes of 75,000 and 100,000 feet were theoretically
determined.

The performance of an ML-518 balloon was taken as a basis
for the following calculations. Such a balloon weighs
800 grams excluding the stem assembly and has a flaccid
length of 100 inches. Its gauge ranges from ,003" to
.0035", When flown with a total lift of 3700 grams, it
reaches an altitude of 100,000 feet or more in the
daytime.

It has been shown that a fast-rising balloon should have
a wall thickness of at least twice and preferably three
times that of a standard sounding balloon. Therefore,
if the length is maintained at 100 inches, a balloon
having a wall thickness of .009'" to .010" would weigh
2400 grams, since the weight would be proportional to
the thickness.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK B, ghagg 6, Part B (continued)

To this must be added the weight of the tail. If a standard
gauge ML-518 type is used for this purpose, an additional
weight of 600 grams may be assumed since approximately one
quarter of the tail balloon is removed before affixing it to
the balloon proper. The weight of the assembly, therefore,
would be 3000 grams, which is 2200 grams more than that of
an ML-518 balloon.

It 1is customary to fly this type of fast-rising balloon with
a free lift of 2700 grams, which is 1100 grams more than that
used to fly an ML-518. Therefore, the total 1ift required

. for the balloon described would be 3300 grams greater than
that of an ML-518 balloon, or 7000 grams.

"The total Llift is directly proportional to the volume of
gas, and hence the volume of an ML-518 at release can be
represented by 3700 K;, when K; is a constant depending on
the density of the gas used, converting lift to volume.
Assuming the pressure inside a meteorological balloon to
be equal to the ambient pressure throughout the £light, then

Pg Vg _ Pp Vp

where P; is the ambient pressure at the ground

Vg is the volume of balloon at launch

Tg is the temperature of the gas at launch

Pp is the ambient pressure at burst

Vp is the volume of balloon at burst

Tp is the temperature of the gas at burst
Tg and Tg will show variations from day to day but, in
general, these variations will be relatively small and
hence it may be assumed that Tg/Tp is a constant. This
is, of course, only true providing the altitude at which
the balloon bursts is in the range of 60,000 feet to
100,000 feet where the temperature is fairly constant.
Equation (1) may, therefore, be rewritten

Pg Vg = C-PgVp (2)

In the case of an ML-518 balloon released at 760 mm pres-
sure and reaching an altitude of 100,000 feet or 8 mm

pressure, and having an initial volume of 3700 Kj, the
volume at burst is given by
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK !. Phase 6, Part B (continued5

Pg Vg < 760 - 3700 K3
C-.-Pp cC -8

Vs (3)

The streamlined balloon described has initially the same

flaccid volume as an ML-518 and will, therefore, burst at

the same volume, V. However, the initial volume of gas

?sgd for this balloon is 7000 K;. Hence, from equation
2

PG Vg _ 760 - 7000 K1
c-vg C - Vg

Pg (4)

Substituting for Vg from equation (3)

_ 760 - 7000 K; - C-8 _
PB = —g . 760 - 3/00 K - >t m™®

This pressure corresponds to an altitude of 86,000 feet.
Therefore, a lighter, shorter balloon should be capable of
reaching an altitude of 75,000 feet.

A reduction in the weight of this balloon by 800 grams
would result in an assembly weight of 2200 grams and a
total lift of 6200 grams. In order to retain the seme
wall thickness, it would be necessary to reduce the length
of the balloon. The weight of the balloon proper has been
reduced from 2400 grams to 1600 grams, and the weight is
proportional to the area of the balloon film which is
proportional to the square of the length. Therefore, if
Ly is the new length

2 _ 1600 " _ .
Ly® = Sp55 (100 )2 and Ly = 81.6 inches

‘The volume at burst of a 100-inch balloon is given by

_ 760 - 3700 K1
c- 8

] (equation 3)

Hence, the volume of a balloon 81.5 inches long is given by

760 - 3700 K; /81,53
c .8 1003

Vg 81.5 =
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)

B, Phase 6, Part B (continued)

Therefore, from equation (4) the pressure at burst of such
a balloon flown with a total lift of 6200 grams is given by

760 - 6200 K3 c-8 1003 2.9
c ¥ 760 - 3700 K, * 81.53 -7

PB 8,15 *

This corresponds to an altitude of 76,000 feet.

Therefore, a balloon assembly weighing 2200 grams of which
600 grams constitutes a streamlined tail assembly and having
a flaccid length of approximately 80 inches should reach an
altitude of 75,000 feet when flown with a total lift of

6200 grams.

The above figures are based on the performance of a day-
flight balloon. In order to achieve the same results at
night, the performance of an ML-537 can be taken as a

basis. This balloon may be considered as weighing 1000
grams and having a flaccid length of 110 inches. "

The corresponding fast-rising balloon would, therefore,
weigh 3000 grams and would carry a tail weighing 750 grapns.
Such an assembly flown with a free lift of 2700 grams and
carrying a standard radiosonde would have a total lift of
77503§rams, compared with 3900 grams total lift for an
ML-337.

Substituting in equation (3)

760 - 3900 Ky

v
B c - 8

Therefore,
760 - 7750 K3 - C-8

C - 760 - 3900 K

Py = 16.3 mm

This corresponds to an altitude of 85,000 feet.

A similar reduction in weight as was described for the day-
flight balloon would reduce the weight of the balloon proper
to 2000 grams, and in order to maintain the wall thickness,
the length would have to be reduced to

2 02000 (4,42 gpq 14 = 89.8

L3 where L3 = 3000
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK B, Phase 6, Part B (continued)
' Following the same reasoning as for the day-flight balloon

_ 760 - 3900 K; (89.83
VB 89.8 = cC - 8 1103

Therefore,

= 760 - 6750 K3 c - 8 * 1003 _ 19.2 mm

PB 89.8 3 -
c 760 - 3900 K; 89.8

This corresponds to an altitude of 81,000 feet.

Therefore, a balloon assembly weighing approximately 2800
grams, of which 750 grams constitutes a tail assembly, and
having a flaccid length of approximately 90 inches, should
reach an altitude of at least 75,000 feet when flown with a
total lift of 6750 grams.

The figures thus determined are very close to those specified
for the ML-541 balloon which is required to reach 75,000 feet
in the daytime, and for the ML-550 balloon which is required
to reach this altitude at night. It appears, therefore,

that the basis of calculation is quite sound.

In the case of a balloon designed to reach altitudes of
100,000 feet at 1700 feet per minute, the ML-564 may be
taken as a basis for calculation. This is a dual-purpose
balloon, but experience has indicated that a day-flight
balloon weighing 1500 grams and having a flaccid length of
140 inches will reach an altitude of 120,000 feet.

Hence, if the wall thickness is tripled and a tail consisting
of a thin-walled ML-564 type with the top cut away and weigh-
ing 1100 grams is attached, an assembly weighing 5600 grams
will be obtained. Such a balloon flown with a free lift of
. 3000 grams would require a total lift of 9900 grams. This
compares with a total lift of 4400 grams for a 1500-gram
balloon.

Following the same reasoning as previously, from equation (3)

v _ 760 - 4400 K
B S64(day) * — 5 3.24

and substituting the appropriate values in equation (4)

_ 760 - 9900 K3 - C - 3,24

G - 760 - 4BOO K =7.3m

P
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TASK B, Phase 6, Part B (continued)

This corresponds to an altitude of 102,000 feet.

Hence, a day~flight, fast-rising balloon, required to reach
an altitude of 100,000 feet should have an assembly weight
6f 5600 grams and a flaccid length excluding the tail of
140 inches. :

The standard ML-564 balloon designed to fly at night weighs
1800 grams and has a flaccid length of 150 inches. There-
fore, the thick-walled balloon would weigh 5400 grams, and
with the tail assembly it would weigh 6750 grams. Such a
balloon would require a total lift of 11,000 grams, as com-
pared with a total lift for the ML-564 of 4700 grams.

Therefore,
_ 760 - 4700 K
VB 564 T o 3o .
760 - 11,000 - C-3.24 _
and PB =" Cc - 760 - w700 K} - /-6 mm

This corresponds to an altitude of 101,000 feet.

Summarizing the above results and also determining the
length of the total balloon assembly, the following physi-
cal characteristics are obtained for the four required

balloons:

Altitude | Day/Night Weight (grams) Length (inches
(feet) Flight Balloon | Assembly | Balloon | Assembly
75,000 Day 1600 2200 80 135
75,000 Night 2000 2800 90 150

100,000 Day 4500 5600 140 205

100,000 Night 5400 6750 150 220

~ 360 -



FACTUAL_DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phase 6 (continued)

Part C: Determination of Physical Properties of Constant-
Level Balloon Films

Under normal applications, a neoprene balloon which has been
inflated to have positive bouyancy when launched will rise
in the atmosphere and expand as it rises. This will continue
until the internal pressure causes the ultimate elongation
of the neoprene film to be exceeded at some point on its
surface. At this point, the balloon is ruptured.

On the other hand, if the modulus of the neoprene is such
that the tension in the balloon increases rapidly as the
balloon expands, it is entirely possible for the situation
to develop in which the increased tension prevents further
expansion of the balloon. The balloon will then float at
this level of zero bouyancy.

This condition of zero bouyancy is determined by the inter-
action of several factors involving characteristics of the
neoprene film and the decrease of pressure with altitude

in the atmosphere. These will be discussed separately in
turn.

1., Modulus of Neoprene Film

On the basis of empirical data presented by us in 1958 (see
Final Report of Contract No. DA-36-039-SC-72386, Task A,
Phase 3, Parts A and B), the modulus of neoprene balloon
film may be expressed approximately by the following
relationship:

m = a-exp<bi%-6 - c%g- + dTb>

where m is modulus in psi

a, b, ¢, d are constants depending on the sample
of neoprene

E 1is elongation in per cent

° Tp is the temperature of the balloon film

In practice, curves have been drawn for various samples of
neoprene under many conditions of elongation and tempera-
ture. From these data the constants may be evaluated.
Further, if one directs attention to elongations greater
than 200% or 300%, the term involving E in the denominator
of the exponential may be omitted.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

A§K B, Phase 6, Part C (continued)

Alao, considering the temperature to be constant during the
stretching ¢f£f the neoprene, the modulus becomes,
approximately:

m = a-exp bE~ 4 c (1)
100
2, Balloon Tension '

It is possible to write an expression relating the tension
in the balloon film to the elongation, internal pressure,
and ambient air pressure. Consider the balloon to be
spherical, the balloon film to have uniform thickness, and
the internal pressure to be uniform.

In this development these assumptions are not too serious
as the percental deviation of the actual conditions from
these idealized ones is not great. However, in a later
discussion on the location of the most probable point of
rupture of the balloon, it will be shown that the deviation
of the shape from spherical and the variation of thickness
play an important role in determining where the balloon
will burst.

. 1If one were to consider the
balloon to be divided into
hemispheres, the force tend-
ing to separate the two
halves is:

Fg = (Pp - Pg)A = PyTTr2

where

is the force separating

the two halves
P, is internal gas pressure
P, is ambient air pressure
Pq is P, - P4

A 1is the cross section area
of the balloon

r is the radius of the balloon
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TASK B, Phase 6, Part C (continued)

The tension in the balloon £ilm holding the two hemispheres
together is the same as Fg; and may be expressed in terms of
the modulus as

Fg - Fg

A 21 rd

m =

'where d 1is the thickness of the film,
On combining these‘two expressions,

P4-r
24

m

But r and d may be expressed in terms of elongation and the
flaccid conditions of the balloon. Since the volume of the
neoprene is conserved as the balloon expands

4TTr2d = constant

is a close approximation to the volume of the neoprene.
This may be written in terms of elongation and flaccid

conditions as
- [(E + 100
r = <L_T____).rf

and

2, = r.
_rf df-rd

where rg and de are the flaccid radius and thickness,
respectively. Then oo .

3
(E + ]Q?)
. = P4 100 Tt
m=
2 df

(2)

3.  Internal Balloon Pressure
The pressure of the gas inside. the balloon is equal to the
sum of the ambient air pressure and the pressure difference

due to the tension in the balloon £ilm. This may be
expressed as

P =Py + Pg (3)
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Since the gas inside the balloon behaves essentially as an
ideal gas, the pressure Pp, may be expressed in terms of the
elongation and initial pressure by means of the gas law.

Py T (E, + 100)3

Py =
b To (E + 100)3

(4)
.where P, 1is the balloon pressure at the ground when
. inflated to the desired free lift

T, is the gas temperature at the ground in °K

T is the gas temperature when elongation is E
also in 9K

E, is initial.elongation at the ground
E 1is elongation at the level in question

L. Bailoon Bouvancy

The net bouyancy of the balloon is just the difference
between the weight of the balloon (neoprene, gas, and load)
and the weight of the volume of air displaced. That is-

-irr(?l_&);+ Q _ bfE+100 '
B =3 100 rf3fag 31\" 100 )Jrffgg - (My+MRr)g (5)

fa is the ambient air density

ﬂg is the balloon gas densité

Mp 1is the mass of neoprene balloon film

MR is the mass of load cgrried by the balloon
g 1is acceleration of gravity

5. Ambient Air Density

The ambient air density that appears in the equation above
and P, are independent parameters which depend upon the
environment only. Consequently, these data must be supplied
by the atmosphere or approximated by some set of standard
conditions.
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6. The determination of conditions for z?to bouxangy

It is possible through the use of equations (1) through (S)
.to derive the conditions under which zero bouyancy will be

. encountered. If one has'the curve of modulus vs. elonga-
tion and temperature for a given neoprene compound, the.-
flaccid and initial characteristics of the balloon, and the
ambient pressure-temperature-height curve for the atmosphere,
these five simultaneous equations may be solved to yield the
level of zero bouyancy. Conversely, if the elevation (or
pressure) of zero bouyancy is given, the desired modulus-
‘elongation relation may be determined.

One method for the solution of this problem is indicated by
the following illustration:.

It is required that a Kaysam 8DS (800-gram) balloon float
at an elevation of approximately the elevation of 10 mb.
What must the modulus be in order to provide zero bouyancy
at this elevation?

The balloon constants for this flight are:

Mp = 800 grams de = 3x10-3 inches T, = 273°%K
MR = 1250 grams rg = 30 inches Pg = 10 mb.
Poo = 1000 mb. r, = 35.4 inches T = 223%
1) Find E,
-;% = 1.18; E, = 18%

2) Py at the ground, assuming modulus for E = 18 is 100 psi
use equation (2)

2m df 2 x 100 x 3 x 1073 _3
Py = = = )
d (E+100)3rf (l.la)rx 30 12.2 x 10 psi

3) Find Py,
use equation (3)

Ppo = Pgo * Py = 14.7 + ,012 = 14712 psi or 1000 mb.
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4) The g;tgrmiﬁation of E at the 10 mb, level;

At this elevation, since the balloon is to float, B = O.

One may now use equation (5) to determine the radius of
To do this, it is first neceasary to deter-

the balloo

n‘

mine ‘the mass of the hydrogen in the balloon. This may
be determined from the size of the balloon and the
internal pressure at the ground. From the gas law:

where V

o 'O
! "

fe

RT

£ or Mg =jﬁ1

RT

109 £t3 = 3.08 m3
1000 mb.

273

3.09 x 108 x 106

= 4.157 x 107

Now, using equation (5)

i

But at 10 mb, T

£ =

Therefore,

3

r = 328 cm

= . = 271
%.157 x 107 x 2.73 x 102 gm
r3€,g = (800 + 271 + 1250)g = 2321 g
= 223°
106

2.87

X

10° x 2.23 x 102 - 1.36 x 1073 gm cm~3

2321 x 3

4T x 1.56 x 10-5 = 3.55 x 107 cu’

= 129 inches

and since rg = 30 inches

r

re

_ 129
- 30

4.3
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TASK B, Phase 6, Part C (continued) .
' 5) The determination of P4 at 10 mb.

using,equationl(h)

3 .
Pp = 103 x ;?g x %ﬁ'és) x 16.9 mb.

and by equation (3)
Pg = 16.9 - 10 = 6.9 mb = .102 psi
'6) The determination of the modulus at 10 mb:
The modulus required for an elongation of 330% to producé
this pressure difference of .102 psi may be determined by
using equation (2)

_.102 x (4.3)3 30 _ 4
m > x 3% 103 ° 4,04 x 107 psi

This corresponds to about 9400 psi as determined in the
dumbbell test.

Part D: Analysis of Stress in Sounding Balloons

It is apparent that in order to predict the behavior of a
balloon as it expands in flight, it is necessary to have
an understanding of the stresses generated in the balloon
f£film as it rises in the atmosphere. These stresses may be
characterized as mechanical and thermal., The thermal prop-
erties (including radiation) of the atmospheric environment
and of the balloon have been discussed in part previewsly

. Task B, Phase 3. This section will deal with an
analysis of what happens mechanically as the balloon expands
and bursts.

As a first approach to the stress problem, one may investi-
gate the most likely point of rupture on the balloon surface
as the balloon expands to.its ultimate elongation. If it

is found to clearly be at one consistent portion of the
surface of the balloon, the opportunity then affords itself
to stren%then the balloon at that location and consequently
improve its performance.

Visual observations of radiosonde balloons in flight indi-
cate that the balloon assumes a nearly spherical shape as
it approaches its ultimate elongation. However, it 1s im-
possible to see where the first rupture occurs. The balloon
seems to shatter all over at the same time. .
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Consider the balloon to be a sphere of uniform thickness
with the radiosonde weight suspended from a point at the
lower (south) pole of the sphere. Further, if the balloon
is to maintain its lift up to the bursting level, it is
necessary that the modulus of the neoprene be small enough
at the elongations encountered so that the balloon is es-
sentially free to expand even at extreme altitudes.

In this connection, the report dealing with neoprene con-
stant pressure-altitude balloons (see Task B, Phase 6,

Part C) indicates that this is a necessary condition. .
Otherwise, the balloon will stop expanding and will tend
to find some level of equilibrium at which it will float.
This condition implies that for a freely rising balloon,
the pressure difference between the internal gas and the
ambient air must be near zero.

Under these conditions, the forces acting on the balloon
film are bouyancy; the weight of thie neoprene, the tension
due to the elongation of the neoprene, and the weight of
the radiosonde instrument. If the balloon were perfectly
spherical and homogeneous, then the only force applied at
a single point and consequently capable of exerting the
maximum tension on the balloon film would be the radio-
sonde weight. Since the balloon surface is horizontal at
this point, the tension required to support the weight of
the radiosonde would become infinitely great. The south
pole of the balloon would then be the weakest point on
the surface of the balloon.

In practice, however, the balloon is not perfectly spheri-
~cal., Nor is it exactly uniform in thickness or composition.
This is immediately apparent as one observes the distortions
in a balloon as it is being inflated. The shape of the
balloon becomes somewhat like an inverted teardrop. The
cone of the neck tapers down to nearly a cylinder where
the radiosonde is attached. The force of bouyancy also
- gtretches the top so that the vertical dimension of the
balloon is much larger .than the horizontal. The fact that
the neck of the balloon is elongated reduces the tension
in the film at that point and permits the weight to be
supported.

.In view of these actual distortions of the balloon shape
from spherical, it is suggested that a series of experi-
ments be conducted to determine the actual growth shape

of the balloon and to determine the breaking characteris-
_tics of the balloons. These experiments should simulate
£light conditions as closely as possible. This could be
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.accomplished by. inflating a captive balloon to the prescribed
- bouyancy and then continuing to inflate the balloon with air
8o that the bouyancy does not change until the balloon bursts.

‘By observing the location where the balloon bursts, one may
f£ind the weakest point on the surface .or the point of maximum
stress requiring the greatest reinforcement. If this weakest
point consistently appears at one preferred location, then
this would clearly indicate the part to be strengthened.

This procedure would also be desirable in connection with a
mathematical analysis of the stresses in that it would pro-
vide an objective verification of the theory.

Since the breaking of the balloon occurs in the order of
time of a millisecond, ordinary visual observation is in-
adequate to determine where the break first occurred. To
accomplish this, a photographic technique must be used.

In this connection, an electronic flash lamp was designed
- and constructed.

In theory, the operatlon of the flash is as follows: A
sensitive microphone is placed in contact with the neck of
the balloon. When the balloon bursts, the shock of the

. taut neoprene film rupturing is transmitted through the
film to the microphone. An electrical signal from the
microphone is amplified and transmitted to a special trigger
circuit. This impulse is shaped so that the electronic
.flash lamp may be flashed. The experiment is carried out
in darkness so that a camera with its shutter open will
record the image of the balloon in the light of the flash
lamp.

Figure 30is a photograph of the electronic components of
the equipment used. The microphone is at the lower left in
the photograph. This is connected to the amplifier located
just above it. The trigger circuit is located just above
the amplifier. In the lower right of the photograph is the
power supply which generates the 3000 volts DC required to
charge the flash capacitor. The capacitor and lamp are

" above the high voltage power supply. A Polaroid Model 110B
camera was used to make the exposures.

Since the time delay of the electronic pulse is of the order
of micro-seconds, the longest delay involved is the trans-
mission of the shock wave in the neoprene from the point of
rupture to the microphone. To test the capability of this
equipment to actually photograph the breaking of the balloon,
an exposure was made using a 10-gram balloon inflated with
air, The microphone was attached to the neck of the balloon,
énd the film was ruptured by burning its surface. The
result of this experiment is indicated in Figure 31.
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It is evident from this figure that it is possible to
photograph the breaking of a balloon soon enough after the
break has occurred so that the location of the break can be
recorded.

Another experiment in which a 30-gram balloon was inflated
with helium until it burst spontaneously is shown in
Figure 32, This illustrates that the break occurred near
the equator of the balloon.

A geries of experiments was now initiated to determine
whether there is a preferred location of breaking of the
balloon while it is being inflated under the tension of
a load attached to the neck of the balloon., This was
done to stimulate the expansion of a balloon in free
flight as it rises while carrying aloft a radiosonde. 1In
this manner it can be determined whether or not there is
a particular consistently weak point on the balloon.

At the same time, it was desired to determine the manner
in which the balloon is distorted while expanding. This
would reveal inhomogenieties in the manufacture of the
balloon and would also give an insight into the rate of
rise of the balloon which is a function of the shape of
the balloon,

A further purpose of these experiments was to test the
flashlighting equipment already described. It was apparent
that a single camera might not always be in a position to
clearly record the actual breaking of the balloon surface.
To overcome this deficiency, two Polaroid cameras were set
up as indicated in Figure 33,

The cameras were approximately 15 feet from the balloon
and diametrically opposite each other. The light source
was also about 15 feet from the balloon., The cameras in
Pogitions 2a and 2b were oriented 90° from the line of
illumination,

Three 30-gram balloons were used. Each was inflated with
helium until it spontaneously burst. The rupture of the
film caused the exposure to be recorded simultaneously

on each of the two cameras, The results of the experiments
are shown in Figures 34 (a,b) and 35 (a,b). Each of these
corresponds to camera positions 2a and 2b, 3a and 3b, and
La and 4b, respectively in Figure 33,
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4a
3a
Ballogn
2b 2a
35
4
Blec%ronic
flash lamp
RFIGURE 33
®
P PHING THE 1

OF A BALLOON WITH TWO CAMERAS SIMULTANBOUSLY

Camers positions indicated at locations 2(a,b), 3(a,b), and 4(a,b)
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BURSTING PATTERN OF 30-GRAM BALLOON INFLATED WITH HELIUM

(a) (v)
FIGURE
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The three sets of photographs indicates that the breaking
of the balloon can indeed be photographed simultaneously
by two cameras in such a manner that the location of the
initial rupture is clearly evident in one of the pictures.
In Figures 34A and 34B, the break occurred near the widest
part of the balloon. In Figure 35 the break was near the
top in the region of maximum deformation, indicating a
weakness in that region.

Several other factors of importance are also indicated
by the photographs:

(1) Each of the three balloons expanded extremely
regularly during inflation, indicating remark-
able homogeniety in thickness and modulus over
the surface of the balloon.

(2) The size of the balloon, after correction for
parallax as indicated in Figure 36, indicated
average diameters of 5.9, 5.2 and 5.5 feet for
the balloons in Figures 34A, 34B and 35,
respectively, The fact that balloons in
Figures 34B and 35 were inflated more rapidly
than that in Figure 34A probably contributed
to their earlier rupture since the helium
would have been colder. Even so, all three
balloons far exceeded the nominal specification
of 3.5 feet at burst.

Part E: Effect of the Modulus Elongation Characteristics
he Sh of Inflating Balloons

It is generally and correctly assumed that a balloon having a
higher modulus film will probably have a better shape on
inflation than a balloon made from a lower modulus film, How-
ever, there have been certain notable contradictions to this
rule, and balloons made from or incorporating substantial amounts
of the high-modulus polymers, Neoprene 400 and Lytron 61%5, showed
extremely poor shape on inflation,

Since loss of sphericity results in a decrease in ascensional rate,
it is highly desirable to gain an understanding of the reasons for
such change in shape during inflation, particularly in the case of
fast-rising balloons.,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phage 6, Part D (continued)

Camera

FIGURE 36

EFFECT OF PARALLAX ON THE_APPARENT SIZE OF THE BALLOON

Distance of balloon from camera about 15 feet;
OA real diameter; OA' apparent diameter;
Brror is approximately 4%
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phase 6, Part E (continued)

Six 100~gram balloons were made from compound A3-105., Of

these, two were not cured, two were cured for 90 minutes at
280°F, and two were cured for 90 minutes at 125°F, Two 100-gram
balloons were also made from compound A3-106, and these were also
cured for 90 minutes at 280°F,

Physical properties were determined at room temperature, using
one of each of the four pairs of balloons, the modulus being
recorded at every 50% elongation .interval. Instead of tabulating
these figures, the results were plotted to yield a modulus-
elongation curve, and the results of these tests are given in
Figure 37,

A study of these curves shows that in each case there is a point
of inflection and a section of the curve where the elongation
increases with a relatively small increase in modulus. In the
case of the uncured balloon, this is very slight, and the slope
of the modulus elongation curve is steep throughout,

In the case of the balloon cured for 90 minutes at 125°F the

section with a small slope does not extend beyond the 200% line;
whereas in the case of the balloons cured for 90 minutes at 280°F,
both the balloomns made from compound A3-105 and A3-106 show much
greater sections of low slope, A3-105 extending to approximately 500%
and A3-106 to approximately 550%.

The remaining balloon from each pair was now inflated and the
shape observed throughout. The uncured balloon was spherical
throughout its inflation and it may, therefore, be assumed that
the slope of this curve is always sufficiently high to ensure
sphericity.

The balloon cured for 90 minutes at 125°F started to blow out of
shape at a mean elongation of about 50%. It continued to inflate
on one side and began to round out at a mean elongation of
approximately 250%, becoming spherical again at an elongation of
about 350%.

The two balloons cured for 90 minutes at 280°F, both remained
spherical until a mean elongation of about 25% was reached; they
then started to blow out of shape, the balloon made from compound
A3-106 being somewhat more lopsided than the one made from compound
A3-105. Both balloons remained out of shape for about half of the
inflation and only began to assume true sphericity at about 600%
elongation,

True sphericity is defined here as the time at which the bottom
of the balloon is again diametrically opposed to the neck.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK B, Phage 6, Part E (continued)

It is, therefore, apparent that by plotting the modulus~
elongation curve, it is possible to predict at what time and
to what degree a balloon made from a given compound will blow
out of shape during inflatiom.

Theoretically, if the balloon film is completely uniform in
gauge, then there would be no loss of sphericity. Since,
however, balloons invariably show some slight variation in
thickness, they will tend to stretch at the thinnest section
first; and if the slope of the modulus-elongation curve is too
small, then substantial deformation will occur,

The slope of the modulus-elongatlon curve, therefore, is an
important measure of the inflation pattern of a balloon and is
a further useful tool in compound design,

The above characteristics are based on the room-temperature
characteristics and will apply only during the early stages

of the fllght. However, because of the phenomenon of pre-
elongation which redcues the modulus of the film at low
temperatures, it can be seen that dlstortlon in the early stages
of inflation will result in a variation in modulus at any

given elongation throughout the balloon, and the distortion
will therefore be malhtalned or even exaggerated as the
temperature falls, There is also liable to be a loss in bursting
altitude since the pre-elongated film will show a markedly
lower tensile strength than parts of the balloon which are not
so stretched before they reach low temperature.

The behavior of compound A3--105 was further investigated at low
temperatures, Similar curves were obtained at -20°C and -40°C
for uncured balloons as well as for balloons cured for 90
minutes at 125°F and 90 minutes at 280°F, The results are
given in Figures 38 and 39.

It can be seen from these graphs that the same point of
inflection is shown as at room temperature and that as the

cure of the film is increased the magnitude of the effect also
increases, the uncured film having the greatest slope throughout.

Therefore, four uncured balloons were submitted for flight
testing. In order to provide a wider scope, the balloons were
made from compound A3-106, and two were flown by day and two by
night, They were all flown with the standard free lift of

1600 grams,

These balloons are identified as EX-3A-696 through EX-3A-699,
and their characteristics and flight data are given in Table 198,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK B, Phage 6, Part E (continued)

TABLE 198

FLIGHT RESULTS - UNCURED BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-106

Day or Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon Night Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No, Flight (grams) (inches) (feet) (feet/min,)
EX-3A-696 C6-3AM Day 1045 102 76,300 1098
EX-3A-697 CH~5AM Day 1085 105 79,800 1152
BX-3A-698 C6~6AM Night 1080 107 88,950 1061
EX~3A-699 C7-3AM Night 1020 105 102,800 1065

A gstudy of these results shows that, as could be expected,
the altitude is much lower than normal for this type of
balloon. However, the rate of ascent is in every case in
excess of 1000 feet per minute even though the altitudes
reached are more than 20,000 feet below normal.

It is well known that balloons of this type almost always
increase in rate of ascent at higher altitudes. The fact
that the uncured balloons show unusually high rates of
ascent over the lower portion of the flight is confirma-
tory evidence that the balloon is maintaining a more truly
spherical shape throughout its flight and that the
interpretation of the theoretical data is correct.
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l FACTUAL DATA (continued)
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TASK C: OF BA N_CONFIGURATION

Phase 1: Design and Construction of Equipment

The most satisfactory results, as far as higher rate of ascent
is concerned, have been obtained with two-piece, streamlined
balloons. These are made by attaching a streamlined tail
made from balloon film to a spherical, thick-wall balloon,
This assembly operation is time consuming and costly, and
there are obvious advantages to the construction of a balloon
having a streamlined contour in one piece.

Faster rates of ascent have been achieved by the use of bal-
loons having a 2/1 length/diameter ratio. This shape is still
far removed from the ideal streamlined shape and may become
unstable at higher altitudes.

The major problem in making a one-piece, streamlined balloon
is that a gel stripped from a dipping form of almost any
shape will tend to become spherical on inflation unless parts
of the balloon are restricted by the use of girdles.

It, therefore, becomes necessary to determine what shape the
original dipping form should have in order to produce a
streamlined balloon after inflation with a minimum of
restriction during inflation.

A group of four prototype dipping forms were constructed, the
designs of which are illustrated in Figure 40,

All forms have a circular cross section at any point and are
variously designed to provide for greater inflation of the
top of the balloon, the top being the end opposite from the
neck.

Initial tests indicate that Form No. 4 in Figure 40 gave
the most promising results. However, the shape obtained
with this form was still far from what was desired; and in
view of the apparently great difficulties involved, this
line of investigation was abandoned.
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FACTUAL DATA (conrTINUED)
TASK C Prasx 1 (conTrNUED)
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C; (continued)

Phage 2; <onstruction of One Piece Balloons for Flight
Testing

In Contract DA-36-039-SC-78239, some success was achieved

with long, tubular balloons insofar as improved ascensional
rate is concerned. A balloon with a length/diameter ratio of
approximately 9/1 showed an average ascensional rate of 1516
feet per minute when flown with a free lift of 3000 grams.

This equals the ascensional rate of a spherical balloon made
from the same compound and flown with a free l1ift of 5000 grams.

Analysis of the flight showed that the average rate of ascent to
30,000 feet was 1724 feet per minute., Above this altitude there
was a sharp decrease in rate of ascent, and the average for the
remainder of the flight was only 1343 feet per minute. It may
be concluded, therefore, that the balloon becomes unstable as
the inflation increases.

Flights performed during contract DA-36-039-SC-78239 using 2/1
length/diameter ratio forms with standard compound showed little
improvement in rate of ascent, but it was considered advisable
to make similar balloons using a high-modulus compound.

Accordingly, balloons were dipped on the smallest of the 2/1 ratio
forms which gives a balloon weighing about 600 grams., Three of
these balloons were submitted for flight testing. They were
flown in the daytime with a free lift of 1400 grams. This is the
normal lift for a standard 600-gram balloon. The characteristics
of these balloons and the flight results are given in Table 199.

A study of this table shows that the shape of the balloon has
made a distinct contribution toward improving the rate of ascent,
Spherical balloons of a similar weight and size flown previously
showed rates of ascent at least 100 feet per minute less when
flown with the same free lift.

Balloons were now made on the next size 2/1 ratio form which
results in a balloon weighing approximately 1000 grams. These
balloons were also made from compound A3-102, and three of them
were submitted for flight testing. They were flown in the day-
time with a free lift of 1600 grams, the standard free lift for
a 1000-gram balloon. The characteristics of these balloons and
the flight results are given in Table 200.

A study of the table shows that the rate of ascent has been
maintained at approximately 1300 feet per minute, As is to be
expected, the increased balloon weight and length has also
resulted in the higher bursting altitudes.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TABLE 1.

FLIGHT RESULTS - 2/1 RATIO BALLOONS MADE FROM COMPOUND A3-102

Day or Flaccid Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-2C-101 F28-1 | Day 570 70 92,000 1311
EX-2C-102 F28-L Day 563 T2 90,300 1272
EX-2C-103 F29-1 Day 560 73 8L,000 1294
TABLE 200
FLIGHT RESULTS - 2/1 RATIO BALLOONS MADE FROM COMPOUND A3-102
Day or Flaceid Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Weight length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) {feet) (feet/min.)
EX-2C-201 | H3-L Day 1000 9% 97,300 1272
EX-2C-202 HL-1 Day 1010 90 99,400 1323
EX-2C-203 Hy-2 Day 98¢ 9k 92,600 1330
TABLE 201

FLIGHT RESULTS - 2/1 RATIO BALLOONS MADE FROM COMPOUND A3-102

H26-1

Day or Flacedd Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night Weight Length at Burst Rate
No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min, )
EX-2C-20L H20-2 Day 1000 87 92,600 1438
EX~2C-205 H20-3 Day 1050 90 70,800 1380
EX-2C-206 H2l-2 Day | 1050 83 83,600 k6
EX-2C-211 H2L-3 Day 1885 82 75,200 1484
H25-2
EX-2C-212 H25-3 Day 1900 8L 82,500 1548
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phase 2 (continued)

The next step was to determine the effect of increasing the
free lift and increasing the wall thickness to provide greater
stiffness. Five more balloons were therefore submitted for
flight testing. These were identified as EX-2C-204 through
EX~2C-206 and EX-2C-211 and EX-2C-212,

Balloons EX-2C-204 and EX-2C-206 weighed about 1000 grams and
were flown in the daytime with a free lift of 2700 grams.
Balloon EX-2C-205 also weighed 1000 grams and was flown in the
daytime with a free lift of 3700 grams.

Balloons EX-2C-211 and EX-2C-212 were made by inserting one
1000~gram balloon inside another similar balloon. The assembly
in each case weighed approximately 1900 grams and had, of course,
twice the wall thickness of a single balloon., They were flown
in the daytime with a free lift of 2700 grams.

The characteristics of these balloons and their flight performance
are given in Table 201,

Analysis of these results shows that increasing the free lift to
2700 grams results in an increased rate of ascent, the average
of these two flights being 1442 feet per minute. A further
increase in free lift to 3700 grams failed to improve the rate of
ascent, actually reducing it to 1380 feet per minute.

The two balloons with the increased wall thickness showed a
further improvement in ascensional rate when flown with a free
1lift of 2700 grams, the average of the two flights being 1516
feet per minute,

Phase 3:; Construction of Balloons having Mechanical Attachments
to Improve Rate of Ascent

The rate of ascent achieved by thick-walled 2/1 ratio balloons
suggests that if the shape were further streamlined by the
addition of a tubular, conical tail, rates in the order of 1700
to 1800 feet per minute should be obtained. A composite balloon
was therefore constructed as follows:

600-gram,2/l-ratio balloons were used since
they were immediately available. One balloon
was inserted inside another similar balloon,
the balloons chosen having the same deflated
length. The interior balloon was inflated to
drive out the air trapped between the two
balloons, and the balloons were then cemented
together at the neck.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phage 3 (continued)

The top of a third balloon was removed around
a line at the end of the tubular section, and
this opening was cemented to the end of the
tubular section nearest the neck of the two
balloon assembly, The completed assembly now
had the appearance shown in Figure 41.

The twin balloon assembly was inflated to the
desired lift, and the radiosonde was attached
to this balloon neck as indicated. The open
neck of the tail balloon was secured to the
radiosonde line to keep it taut during flight,
but the appendage was left open to prevent
expansion of the tail balloon,

Two balloon assemblies of this type were prepared and flown
with a free lift of 2700 grams. The characteristics of these
balloons and their flight performance are given in Table 202,

Analysis of these results shows that nc improvement in rate

of ascent over that of the twin ballcon without the tail has
been obtained. In both flights the average rate of ascent has
been reduced. However, it may also be observed that the initial
rate of ascent is greater than that of the latter part of the
flight, This is particularly true in the case of balloon
assembly EX-2C-1001,

It would appear, therefore, that the tail is effective only in

the early stages of the flight and becomes a drag in the latter
part of the flight. This is probably because the tail was too

short and was located too low on the carrier balloon.

An additional four balloons of the 2/1 length/diameter ratio
were now prepared with tubular tails attached at a circumference
approximately half way along the length. Two of these tails were
approximately twice the length of the original balloon and two
were approximately three times the length., The tubular tails
were in all cases of the same diameter as that of the original
balloon. The four balloons, which were identified as EX-2C-1003
through EX-2C-1006 were flown during the day with a free lift of
2700 grams, The characteristics of these balloons and their
flight performance are given in Table 203.
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TASK C &]sx 3 (conrINUED)
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FAQTUAL DATA (conrrnvuebp)
TASK C Prasg 3 (conTINUED)

TABLE 202

FLIGHT RESULTS - 2/1 RATIO BALLOONS WITH TAIL SECTION

Experimentel No. EX-2C-10C1 EX-2C-1002
Balloon Assembly F27-3, F29-2 F29-4, F29-3
Tail Balloon F27-5 F27-2
Total Weight (grams) 1430 1375
Balloon Length (inches) 68 7h
Assembly Length {inches) 127 131
Day or Night Flight Day Day
Free Lift (grams) 2,700 2,700
Altitude at Burst (feet) 62,000 65,100
Avg. Rate of Ascent (feet/min) 1,480 1,39
Rate of Ascent:
0 - 10,000 feet 1,536 1,515
10,000 - 20,000 feet 1,667 1,408
20,000 - 30,000 feet 1,563 1,316
30,000 - 40,000 feet 1,493 1,408
40,000 - 50,000 feet 1,299 1,370
50,000 - burst 1,389 1,389
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

A study of thig table shows that very little improvement in
rate of ascent has been achieved by any of the measure
adopted. The two balloons with the double tail section
agcended slightly faster than the two flown previously with
a single tail. However, those with the three balloon tails
were slower than either of the others. It would appear that
this design is incapable of reaching an ascensional rate of
much more than 1500 feet per minute,

In addition, to the above balloons, two spherical balloons
with a tail section were also manufactured and flown, The
balloons proper were 1100 grams with a wall thickness of
approximately .007 inch compared with the standard wall
thickness of approximately .003 inch. These balloons, conse-
quently, had flaccid lengths of about 70 inches.

To these, a thin-walled,800-gram balloon was attached at a
circumference approximately one foot below the equator of the
balloon. The upper portion of the 800-gram balloon was cut
away so that at the circle of attachment the 800-gram balloon
was under no extension when the balloon proper was inflated to
its flaccid diameter.

These two balloons, which were identified as EX-2C-1101 and
EX-2C-~1102, were both flown during the daytime with a total lift
of 5950 grams, which is equivalent to a free lift of approximately
2700 grams. The characteristics of these balloons and their
flight performance are given in Table 204,

It is immediately apparent that this assembly is superior to the
2/1 ratio assemblies. Both balloons achieved excellent rates of
ascent and the altitude reached by EX-2C-1102 is very satisfactory
for a balloon of this size.

In view of the above, it was considered possible that the tubular
tail attached half way along the balloon proper was restricting
the inflation of the lower half of the balloon and preventing

the development of a good streamlined shape.

Therefore, a group of tubular balloons was prepared to which a
tail cut from a spherical balloon and similar to that employed
on the ML-541 balloon was attached., The tail balloon was made
from a low-modulus compound and should provide a minimum of
restriction on the expansion of the carrier balloon, At the same
time it should maintain a conical, streamlined tail section for
for the majority, if not all, of the flight.

Eight such balloons were fabricated, and they are identified as
EX-2C~1011 through EX-2C-1018, They were all flown during the
day with a free lift of 2700 grams. The characteristics of these
balloons and their flight performance are given in Table 205.
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Carrier | Tail Total | Balloon | Assembly | Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Balloon | Weight | Length Length |[at Burst Rate
No. No. Nos. (grams) | (inches) | (inches) | (feet) | (feet/min.)
EX-2C-1003 [ RL-L | (R17-3 | 1675 63 149 58,500 1525
(R17-5
EX-2C-1004 | R9-L | (R17-6 | 1645 66 135 61,200 1561
(R18-2
EX-2C-1005 | R12-3 | (R18-L | 1885 62 193 53,400 120
(R18-5
(R19-2
EX-2C-1006 | R12-L4 | (R19-L | 1905 60 207 49,500 1352
(R22-1
(R22-2
TABLE 20);
FLIGHT RESULTS .~ SPHERJCAL BALIOONS WITH TAIL SECTIONS
Carrier | Tail Total | Balloon | Assembly | Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Balioon | Weight | Length Iength | at Burst Rate
No. Yo. Type (grams) | (inches)| (inches) | (feet) | (feet/min.)
EX-2C-1101| Ris-L |800 gm. | 1970 73 132 Lk, 200 2167
(prod.)
EX-2C-1102 { R16-3 | 800 gm. | 1890 71 132 87,900 1923
(prod.)
TABLE 20
FLIGHT RESULTS - 2/1 RATIO BALLOONS WITH TAIL SECTION
Total Balloon Assembly | Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment Balloon Weight Length Length at Burst Rate
No. No. (grams) | (inches) | (inches) (feet) (feet/min.)
EX-2C-1011 K27-3 1305 69 116 pinhole tied off - burst
EX-2C-1012 M28-6 1370 63 121 £3,100 155
EX-2C-1013 R10-3 1480 57 116 Lk, 700 1221
EX-2C-101)L R11-} 11,85 58 115 37,000 1121
EX-2C-1015 S523-3 1380 58 120 41,900 174
EX-2C-1016 S23-L 1325 5k 110 38,000 1166
EX-2C-1017 523-6 1380 AN 110 40,000 1143
EX-2C-1018 826-17 1365 56 110 L3, 700 1191
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK C, Phage 3 (continued)

Analysis of these results shows that this latest effort to
improve the rate of ascent of the 2/1 length/diameter ratio
balloons has actually had the reverse of the desired effect,

Of all the flights made with 2/1 length/diameter ratio balloons,
these are the slowest; and there seems to be no purpose in
pursuing this line of investigation further.

A further six spherical streamlined balloons were also submitted
for flight testing which were of the same type as the two balloons
previously submitted.

Three of these balloons consisted of a balloon proper weighing
about 1100 grams and having a flaccid length of 70 inches and a
wall thickness of about 0,007 inch. A thin-walled ML-518 balloon
was attached at a circumference approximately one foot below the
equator of the balloon as already described. These balloons are
identified as EX-2C-1103, EX-2C-1104 and EX-2C-1105. They were
flown duriug the day with a total lift of 5950 grams.

The remaining three balloons were post-plasticized for flight at
night. As a consequence, the weight of the balloon proper in-
creased to about 1200 grams and the length to 74 inches. A post-
plasticized tail was attached in the same manner as to the day-
flight balloons. These balloons are identified as EX-2C-111l1,
EX-2C-1112, and EX-2C-1113, They were flown with a free lift of
2700 grams.

The characteristics of these six balloons and their flight
performance are given in Table 206,

Analysis of these results shows that although the balloons
reached satisfactory altitudes in most cases by both day and
night, the rates of ascent are considerably below those obtained
previously. However, the rate of ascent by both day and night
is the same, the average day-flight rate being 1525 feet per
minute, and the average night-flight being 1515 feet per minute.

A further series of flights was conducted with ten balloons of
the same type as those previously flown in an effort to duplicate
the original results.

These consisted of a thick-walled, high-modulus balloon approxi-
mately 70 inches in length to which was attached a tail section
which increased the over-all length of the balloon to about 115
inches in the case of the day-flight balloons and to 125 inches
in the case of the night-flight balloons. This tail section was
cemented to a circle approximately six inches below the equator
of the 70-inch balloon,

- 393 -

R P,



[T

e

G mme een s g g s

FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK C, Phage 3 (continued)

The balloons were identified as EX-2C-1121 through EX-2C-1130,
Balloons EX-2C-1121 through EX--2C-1125 were flown in the day-
time, and balloons EX-2C-1126 through EX-2C-1130 were flown at
night. All balloons were flown with a free lift of 2700 grams.
The characteristics of these balloons and their flight
performance are given in Table 207.

A study of these results shows excellent consistency insofar as
ascensional rate is concerned. The rate of ascent, nevertheless,
is substantially below the 1800 feet per minute which is the
objective. Both the day-flight and the night-flight balloons
rise at about the same rate, the night-flight balloons being
slightly slower,

Similarly, the altitude reached by both the day-flight and the
night-flight balloons is substantially the same; and although
fairly satisfactory for a balloon of this size, it is lower than
the altitude reached by comparable balloons flown in the past,

Mr, Sharenow noted that during inflation the tail balloon was
drawn up around the lower part of the carrier balloon so that at
release there remained only about one to two feet of tail hanging
below the spherical balloon. As the balloon expanded, this must
have rapidly disappeared, and during the greater part of the
£flight the balloon must have been virtually spherical. Under
these conditions the performance of the balloon must be
considered as remarkably good.

It is suggested that a carrier balloon 90 inches in length with
a longer tail or with the tail cemented at a lower circle on the
balloon should be capable . of reaching 80,000 feet at at least
1800 feet per minute and that proportionate increases in the
gsize of the assembly should provide a balloon capable of
reaching 100,000 feet at the same ascensional rate.

Accordingly, four more balloons of the same type were submitted
for flight testing, and the following changes were made in their
construction., Instead of using the high-modulus compound A3-102
for the carrier balloon, compound A3-104 was used. This latter
compound is a true dual-purpose compound so that post-plasticizing
for night flight which is necessary in the case of compound A3-102
would not be required. Compound A3-104 has a somewhat lower
modulus than A3-102, but it was felt that the modulus of A3-104
would still be satisfactory in a thick-walled balloon,

The length of the carrier balloon was increased tc 105 inches
for two of the balloons and to 115 inches for the remaining pair;
and the weights of the carriers were raised from approximately
1000 grams to 2000 grams.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TABLE 206
FLIGHT RESULTS - SPHERICAL BALLOONS WITH TAIL SECTION

Day or | Total | Balloon | Assembly | Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Night |Weight | Length Length | at Burst Rate

No. No. Flight | (grams) | (inches)| (inches) | (feet) | (feet/min.)
EX-2C-1103 | S20-3 Day 1900 70 119 79,200 1600
EX-2C-1104 | S27-3 Day 1850 71 125 79,000 1530
EX-2C-1105 | S28-3 Day 1865 70 126 73,000 1118
EX-2C-1111 | R16-L | Night | 2250 (N 121 76,900 1709
EX-2C-1112 | R17-2 | Night | 2415 Tu 121 68,900 72
Ex-zc-mé R17-L | Mght | 2LOS 73 129 80,000 1363

TABLE 207

FLIGHT RESULTS - SPHERICAL BALIOONS WITH TAIL SECTION

Carrier | Tail Total | Balloon | Assembly | Altitude | Ascensional
i 5 ] R o) o ey
EX-2C-1121| A5-3 800 gm| 1715 70 11k 62,500 1560
EX-20-1122 | A5-k 800 gn| 1670 70 113 70,300 1666
EX-20-1123| A6-2 800 gm| 1710 71 112 62,000 1619
EX-2C-112} | A6-3 800 gm| 1685 71 112 47,800 1593
EX-2C-1125| A9-1 800 gm| 1690 70 112 69,500 1650
EX-2C-1126 | AS5-1 | 1000 gm| 2035 75 126 63,000 1544
EX-20-1127| A5-2 | 1000 gm| 2205 Th 132 60, 900 1530
EX-2C-1128| A6-1 | 1000 gm| 21L5 7 136 56,100 1558
EX-2C-1129| Aé-4 | 1000 gm| 2150 73 127 57,300 152h
EX-2C-1130| A9-2 | 1000 gm| 2060 73 127 6l4,000 1580




FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

The length of the streamlined tail was increased from approxi-
mately SO0 inches to 90 inches, and the tail was affixed to the
carrier balloon on a circle 18 inches below the maximum diameter,
regulting in a total assembly length of about 200 inches as
compared with a maximum of 130 inches for the previous group

of balloons.

Characteristics of these balloons and their flight results are
recorded in Table 208,

Balloons EX-2C-1141, EX-2C-1143, and EX-2C-llik were flown with
a free lift of 3700 grams,

Balloon EX-2C-1142 was flown with a free 1lift of 4200 grams.

All balloons were flown in the daytime.

TABLE 208
FLIGHT RESULTS - SPHERICAL BALIOONS WITH TAIL SECTIONS

Carrier | Tail Total Balloon | Assembly | Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon | Balloen | Weight | Length Length | at Burat Rate

No. No. Type |(grams) | (inches) | (inches) | (feet) | (feet/min.)
EX-2C-1141 | F21-2AM | 1500 gn | 2895 106 198 7h,300 1591
EX-2C-1142 | F2L4-2AM | 1500 gn | 2760 103 197 91,090 1h91
EX-2C~11443 | F26-3AM | 1500 gm | 2950 116 200 95,900 13L5

EX-2C-111) | F27-2M | 1500 gm | 2835 phil} 198 83,300 1469
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

A gstudy of these results shows that a substantial improvement in
altitude has been obtained, two of the balloons reaching altitu-
des of over 90,000 feet, However, no improvement in the rate of
ascent is apparent, and of the four flights only one ascended at
a rate comparable to those of the previous group.

Again, Mr., Sharenow of USAERDL reported that, upon inflation, the
upper part of the balloon above the circle on which the tail
section was attached bulged, creating the appearance that the
tail was attached much more than 18 inches below the major dia-
meter, The streamlined shape was therefore destroyed, and it
seems probable that this undesirable shape was retained through
the greater part of the flight.

Thus it is evident that compound A3-104 does not have a
sufficiently high modulus for this type of balloon.

e e g 1w

; The physical properties of compound A3-134 suggest that it should
be suitable for use in fast-rising balloons. Accordingly, thick-
walled balloons were manufactured from this compound.

At the same time, three thick-walled balloons were also manu-
factured from compound A3-102., This is a sulphur-bearing com-
pound, and experience has shown that the life of this compound
in a dipping tank is limited, a condition similar to that of
pre-cure in a natural latex compound developing upon storage
for two or three months.

It would seem that cross-linking occurs in the latex phase due
to the presence of the sulphur; and if good performance can be
obtained with balloons made from compound A3-134, this problem
would be eliminated.

On all of these ballocns a tail, consisting of approximately
four-fifths of a thin-walled, 1000-gram balloon made from com-
pound A3-106, was affixed at a circle approximately 18 inches
below the equator of the thick-walled balloon.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

The balloons made from compound A3-102 were identified as
EX~-2C-1151 through EX-2C-1153, The balloons made from compound
A3-134 were identified as EX-2C-1161 through EX-2C-1167 and
EX~2C-1171 through EX-2C-1176. Seven of these balloons were
post-plasticized, six of which were flown at night and one
during the day. The post-plasticized balloons are EX-2C-1165
through msc-zc-ns?, EX-2C-1171, EX-2C-1172, EX-2C-1174 and
EX-2C-?176.

All of these balloons were flown with a free lift of 2700
rams. Their characteristics and flight performance are given
in Table 209,

In order to evaluate the performance of these balloons more
realistically, the rate of ascent over 10,000-foot intervals
was calculated as well as the temperature at each 10,000-foot
level. The results of these calculations are given in Tables
21C through 212,

These calculations were performed only for balloons EX-2C-1151
through EX-2C-1153 and EX-2C-1161 through EX-2C-1167, but may
be considered to be representative,

An examination of these flight data shows that in every case
the balloon accelerates until about the middle altitude attained
and then gradually decelerates for the remainder of the flight,
Balloons EX-2C-1151 and EX-2C-1152 show curiously large
accelerations in the last stages of the flight, but it is felt
that these figures should be regarded with suspicion. This be-
havior is usual for this type of balloon and, in part, is
certainly due to the fact that as the balloon expands the tail
is drawn up around the lower part of the balloon thus destroying
the streamlined shape. This will tend to reduce the rate of
ascent of the balloon, but it is more than offset during the
latter part of the flight by the reduction in atmospheric density
and, therefore, the viscosity.

A closer examination of the flights of balloons EX-2C-1151,
EX-2C-1152, and EX-2C-1153, however, reveals enother point,
Balloon EX-2C-1151 was the lightest and longest balloon and,
therefore, had the lowest wall thickness. Nevertheless, it
achieved the highest rate of ascent, and furthermore, the
minimum temperature encountered was the highest of the three
flights. Balloon EX-2C-1153 had the greatest wall thickness,
encountered the lowest temperature, and was the slowest of the
three balloons.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

TABLE 209
FLIGHT RESULTS - STREAMLINED BALLOONS MADE FROM COMPOUNDS A3-102 AND A3-134

D { Balloon | Balloon | Assembly | Assembly | Altitude | Ascensional
Experiment | Balloon |or | Weight | Length Weight Length | at Burst Rate
No. Neo. N | (grams) | (inches) | (grams) | (inches) | (feet) | (feet/min,)
Compound A3-102
EX-2C-1151| M18-1AM | D 1765 111 2700 158 94,600 1736
EX-2C-1152| M18-2AM | D 2290 106 3205 155 102,600 1667
EX-2C-1153 | M18-3AM | D 2410 106 3405 159 97,960 1523
Compound A3-134
EX-2C-1161| S14-3AM | D 1815 105 2820 156 94,000 1646
EX-2C-1162 | S14-4AM | D 2145 103 3220 159 80,500 1779
EX-2C-1163 | §14-5AM | D 2085 94 3065 147 91,300 1718
EX-2C-1164 | S14-6AM | D 2070 97 3070 156 92,400 1406
EX-2C-1165] S14-7aM | N 2320 115 3320 159 90,960 1448
EX-2(-1166| S15-5AM | N 2425 99 3390 149 68,100 1357
EX-2C-1167 | 315-6AM | N 2340 103 3200 147 83,000 1584
EX-2C-1171| T2-3TK N 1850 98 2845 156 85,900 1576
EX-2C-1172 | T3-2TK N 1780 101 2790 155 38,400 1506
EX-2C-1173| T3-4TK |.D 1515 89 2470 152 89,590 1566
EX-2C-1174| T3-5TK | D 1825 87 2830 150 77,140 1819
EX-2C-1475}| T4-2TK | D 1580 89 2710 157 88,100 1653
EX-2C-1176 | T4-3TK N 1915 99 2850 150 93,400 1578
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

TABLE 210

~ ELIGHT ANALYSIS - BALLOONS EX-2C-1151 THROUGH EX-2C-1153

Altitude EX-2C-1151 EX-2C-1152 EX-2C-1153
Interval Temp. Ascent Temp. Ascent Temp, Ascent
(feet) (°C) (ft/min) (*c) (ft/min) (°c) (ft/min)
0 - 10,000 29.0 1358 29,0 1467 30.0 1608
10,000 - 20,000 10,0 1736 6.0 1704 7.5 1694
20,000 - 30,000 - 4,5 1825 -1045 1952 - 7.5 2012
30,000 - 40,000 -28.0 2000 -33.5 2024 -27.5 1821
40,000 - 50,000 -55,0 2486 -58.5 1594 -52.5 1542
50,000 - 60,000 -66,0 1982 -68,0 1755 -73.C 2101
60,000 - 70,000 -58.5 2000 - 2052 -63.5 1120
70,000 - 80,000 -54,0 1727 - 1116 -54.,5 1218
80,000 - 90,000 -44.,5 1317 - 1072 -48,5 1571
90,000 - 100,000 -42,5 2294 -48.5 3155 ? -42,0 1106
Temp. at Burst -38.5 -41.5 -41.0
Average Rate of -
Ascent 1736 1667 1523
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

‘TABLE 211

- FLIGHT ANALYSIS - BALLOONS EX-2C-1161 THROUGH EX-2C-1164

et e g W § -

g, PN s AR VY et A I P

Altitude EX-2C-1161 EX-2C-~1162 EX-2C-1163 EX-2C-1164
Interval Temp. Ascent Temp. Ascent Temp. Ascent Temp. Ascent
(feet) °C) | (ft/min) | (°C) (ft/min) | (°C) | (ft/min) | (°C) | (ft/min)
0- 10,000 26,5 1400 29,0 1430 24,0 1308 25,5 1177
10,000- 20,000 8.5 1559 6.5 1807 3.0 2312 6.5 1285
20,000- 30,000 | - 7.0 1781 - 8.5 2089 - 9.0 2125 ~ 8,5 1397
30,000- 40,000' -30.5 2047 -34,0 2382 -32,0 1833 ~30.5 1426
40,000- 50,000 -49,0 2212 -52,0 2315 -50,0 1553 -56.5 1561
50,000- 60,000 -67.5 1814 -63.5 1793 -56.5 1789 -68,0 1645
60,000~ 70,000 | -64.0 1711 -65,0 1677 -65.5 1854 -60,5 1677
70,000- 80,000 | -59,0 1636 -58,0 1324 -59.5 1672 -56,5 1469
80,000- 90,600 -49,0 1216 -49.5 - -49,5 1520 -48.5 1196
' 90,000-100,000 -42.0 1320
Temp. at Burst | -43.6 -49.5 -45.0 -43.0
Average Rate
of Ascent 1646 1779 1718 1406
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

TABLE 212
FLIGHT ANALYSIS - BALLOONS EX-2C-1165 THROUGH EX-2C-1167

S e A perpe
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? Altitude BX-2C-1165 EX-2C-1166 EX-2C-1167
i Interval Temp. Ascent Temp, Ascent Temp. Ascent
i (feet) (°C) (ft/min) (°c) (ft/min) (°C) (ft/min)
!
0 - 10,000 27.0 1446 28.0 1202 28,5 1404
10,000 - 20,000 5.5 1272 5.5 1406 9.0 1743
20,000 - 30,000 -14,0 1486 -10,5 1414 - 8,0 1829
30,000 - 40,000 -38.0 2362 -31.5 1539 ~28,5 1828
40,000 - 50,000 -55.5 2291 -56,5 1500 -54.0 1782
50,000 - 60,000 -65.0 1701 =-72,0 1380 -66,5 1508
60,000 - 70,000 -59.5 1210 -62,0 1137 -64,0 1522
70,000 - 80,000 -54.5 1247 -56,0 1244
80,000 - 90,000 -52,0 987 -50.0 1296
4 Temp, at Burst ~-46,5 -57.0 -51.0
Average Rate of
Ascent 1448 1357 1584

+ T3 T ar i
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

Of the four balloons, EX-2C-1161 through EX-2C-1164, the latter
encountered the lowest temperature and was the slowest balloon,
It also had a relatively high wall thickness. Balloons
EX-2C-1161 and EX-2C-1162 had lower wall thicknesses than either
of the other two and were both faster than EX-2C-1164,

The minimum temperatures encountered by EX-2C-1161 and EX-2C~1162
were also higher than that encountered by EX-2C-1164. Balloon
EX-2C-1163 encountered about the same minimum temperature as did
EX-2C-1162 but had a greater wall thickness and was somewhat
slower.

The internal pressure developed in a balloon depends on the
modulus of the film and the wall thickness., For a given compound,
the modulus increases as the temperature decreases. Now, an
increase in internal pressure will have the effect of increasing
the density of the lifting gas, thereby reducing the total lift.
The fact that all the nlght flights were slower than the day
flights (the exception belng EX-2C-1164) and that the balloon is
much colder and therefore liable to have a much higher modulus,
even though post- plastlclzed, suggest that compounds A3-102 and
A3-134 have too high a modulus,

The rate of ascent attained with balloon EX-2C-1l174 which was
post-plasticized and flown in the daytime and which gave the
highest rate of ascent of any of the last group of flights
tends to confirm this.

The altitudes attained by these balloons agree rather well with
the forecast of the theoretical study presented in Task B, Phase
6, of this report.

An additional five balloons of this type were manufactured from
a compound designated A3-137 which was identical to A3-134 ex-
cept that the plasticizer content was increased to render the
balloons capable of flight by night. The balloons were fitted
with a tail section made from compound A3.-106. The carrier
balloons were approxlmately 100 inches long and the assemblies
weighed approximately 3000 grams.

The balloons were identified as EX-2C-1181 through EX-2C-1185
and were flown with a free lift of 2700 grams. Their character-
istics and flight performance are recorded in Table 213,

Balloons of this size, according to theoretical calculations

(see Task B, Phase 6) should be capable of reaching altitudes of
approximately 80,000 to 85,000 feet. A study of the table shows
that the anticipated altitudes have been reached, and the rate of
ascent of three of the balloons is substantially in excess of
1700 feet per minute,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-137

TABIE 2

D | Balloon | Balloon | Assembly | Assemkly | Altitude | Ascensional
Bxperiment | Balloon | or | Weight | Length Welight | Length } at Burst Rate

Ko. No. ¥ | (grams) | (inches) | (grams) |(inches) | (feet) | (feet/min.)
EX-2C-1181| T3-3AM | N| 1920 99 2960 151 92,500 1762
BX-2C-1182 | T3-lAM | N 1980 98 2950 152 8L,600 1796
EX-2¢-1183 | Th-1AM | D | 1910 99 2935 153 90,200 1686
EX-2C-118) | Th-2aM | X 2000 98 3070 153 88,600 1579
EX-2€-1185 | Th-SAM | D 1875 92 2870 149 86,300 1848
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phage 3 (continued)
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A fourth balloon failed to achieve this rate of ascent by only
14 feet per minute; but the fifth balloon was significantly slower
averaging only 1579 feet per minute.

In order to evaluate these flights in greater detail, the rate of
ascent was calculated over 10,000 foot intervals from release to
burst. The temperature at these same intervals was also de-
termined, and the results of these five flights analyzed in the
above manner are recorded in Tables 214 and 215,

It was observed in every case that the rate of ascent reaches a
maximum at between 30,000 and 60,000 feet, and above these
altitudes there is a more or less sharp deceleration. The rate
of ascent to 80,000 feet was calculated since this is the
altitude to which the balloon is designed to rise and it is to
this altitude that the rate of ascent can be most logically
measured,

It is obvious that in every case except that of EX-2C-1183 the
rate of ascent has now been increased and that three of the
flights have an average ascensional rate of 1800 feet per minute,
with the fourth still, however, at a rate less than 1700 feet per
minute, The rate of ascent of EX-2C-1183 is virtually unchanged.
These balloons may be considered to be meeting their theoretical
potential with fairly good consistency.

An additional group consisting of six balloons with increased
weight and length were submitted for flight testing. These
balloons were made from compound A3-137 and fitted with tails
made from compound A3-106., They were identified as EX-2C-1191
through EX-2C-1196 and were flown with a free lift of 2700 grams,
ghgir chgracteristics and flight performance are given in

able 216,

A study of this table shows that the flights obtained are
generally disappointing. There has been little increase in the
altitude despite the increase in length of the carrying balloon,
and the rates of ascent are substantially slower than those
previously attained with the smaller balloocns. An analysis of
four of these flights was, therefore, made and the results of
this analysis are given in Table 217,

This table shows that there is a distinctly different pattern

in ascensional rate over 10,000-foot intervals than was shown
by balloons EX-2C~1181 through EX-2C-11835.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
'TASK C, Phage 3 (continued)

FLIGHT ANALYSIS - BALLOONS EX-2C-1181 THRCUGH EX-2C-~1183

TABLE 21l

Altitude EX-2C~1181 EX-2C-1182 EX-2C-1183
Interval Temp, Ascent Tenmp. Ascent Temp, Ascent
(feet) (°C) (£t/min) (°C) (ft/min) (°C) (ft/min)
0 - 10,000 10,0 1348 9.0 1405 17.1 1097

10,000 - 20,000 4,8 1650 1.1 1533 3.0 1084
20,000 - 30,000 -21,8 1914 -21.6 1888 -19,0 2340
30,000 - 40,000 -41,1 2226 -42,6 2290 -36,7 1841
40,000 - 50,000 -56,8 2702 -57.5 2288 -58.3 2272
50,000 - 60,000 -62.8 1903 -62.8 2130 70,2 2090
60,000 - 70,000 -61,3 1765 -62,0 1611 -62,0 1938
70,000 - 80,000 -61,4 1716 -61,2 1634 -61.4 1824
80,000 = 90,000 -58.0 1416 -59,2 1741 * 1724
Temp. at Burst -52.0 -58.0 *
Average Rate of

Ascent 1762 1796 1686
Average Rate of

Ascent . 1827 1800 1680

to 80,000 feet

* information not available
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

ELIGHT ANALYSIS - BALLOONS BEX-2C-1184

TABLE 215

AND BEX-2C-1185

Altitude Bx-ZC-1184. EX~-2C-1185
Interval Temp, Ascent Temp, Ascent
(feet) (°c) (ft/min) (°c) (£t/min)
0 - 10,000 11,0 1283 12,0 1504
10,000 - 20,000 4.5 1557 - 0,2 1744
20,000 - 30,000 -20,8 1623 -18,5 1936
30,000 - 40,000 -40,2 2447 -40.3 2141
40,000 - 50,000 -54,8 1561 ~56,3 2186
50,000 - 60,000 -63,2 2195 -62.7 2222
60,000 - 70,000 -63,0 1478 -61,5 1839
70,000 - 80,000 -60,8 1262 -60.4 1681
80,000 - 90,000 -58,3 1333 -59.3 1580
Temp, at Burst -56,7 -56,0
Average Rate of
Ascent 1579 1848
Average Rate of
Ascent 1600 1867
to 80,000 feet

- 407 -




e arars o mmmm'm'

FACTUAL DATA (coatinued)

TASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

TABIE 216

FLICHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-137

D | Balloon | Balloon |Assembly | Assembly | Altitude | Ascensional
e | Mo | W | (grase) | (nchen)| (erams) | (Lnches) | (toot) | (zaot/mtn.)
| EX-20-1191 | W7-3 D| 3275 135 k915 192 88,100 15k
EX-2C-1192 | W9-1 | 3290 inn 4810 183 95,700 1348
BEX-20-1193 | W9-2 N 3k30 131 L8%0 190 96,100 1363
BX-2C-119h | W9=3 D| 3240 129 L1865 188 88,000 1234
EX-2C-1195 | W10-3 | N | 33LS 123 5120 189 79,000 952
EX-2¢-1196 | W10-k | D | 3290 123 L850 193 88,800 125
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

TASK C, Phage 3 (continued)
TABLE 217
FLIGHT ANALYSIS ~ BALLOONS EX-2C-1192, EX-2C-1193, EX-2C-1195, AND EX-2C-1196
Altitude EX-2C-1192 ~ BX-2C-1193 EX-2C-119S BX-2C-1196
Interval Temp, Ascent Temp, Ascent Tempe Ascent Temp, Ascent
(feet) (°C) | (ft/min) (°c) (£ft/min) (°c) (ft/min) (°C) (ft/min)
0- 10,000 1,7 1047 3.0 1096 2.9 911 - 0,6 1106
10,000~ 20,000 | - 7,8 1248 =173 1314 - 8,0 935 - 7.8 1119
20,000~ 30,000 | -28,0 1280 =30.8 1327 -2845 838 -25,2 1247
30,000- 40,000 | ~46,3 1552 -43,0 1547 -47,0 1000 -46,2 1392
40,000~ 50,000 | -5443 1563 -51,8 1645 -55.0 990 -55.5 1412
50,000~ 60,000 | =57,8 1508 -51,7 1615 -58,7 1122 ~56,6 1587
60,000- 70,000 | =55,7 1565 -52,3 1306 -58.4 939 -54,6 1714
70,000- 80,000 | -58,9 1579 =59,6 1337 -58,6 910 ~56,6 2022
80,000~ 90,000 | -57,8 1311 -58,8 1089 -57.7 1796
90,000-100,000 | -53,8 1000 «55,6 1958
Temp, at Burst | -49,8 ~-54,0 -58,6 -53,7
Average Rate
of Ascent 1348 1363 952 1425
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)

JASK C, Phage 3 (continued)

Balloons EX-2C-1192 and EX-2C-1193 show an almost constant

rate of ascent from 30,000 to 80,000 feet. Balloon EX-2C-1196
accelerated slowly to an altitude of 80,000 feet, and balloon
EX-2C-1195 ascended fairly consistently at a rate less than
1000 feet per minute throughout the flight. These results are
8o erratic and in such sharp contradiction to those obtained
with the EX-2C-1181 series that it was not possible to draw any
conclusions from them,

In order to further determine the effect of tension in the
balloon film upon the rate of ascent, another series of stream-
lined balloons was prepared. In all cases, the carrier balloon
was manufactured from compound A3-134, In order to provide
variations in modulus, these balloons were individually post-
plasticized to varying degrees, and two of them were not post-
plasticized at all, In addition, these balloons were fitted
with a double tail assembly,

It is possible to demonstrate that as the carrier balloon
expands, the tail is gradually drawn up around the balloon and
that the effective length of the tail becomes less and less
throughout the flight until a point is reached where the tail
virtually ceases to exist and the balloon becomes nominally
spherical.

For balloons of the size in question flown under the conditions
of 1ift being used, the taill will disappear at about 50,000 feet.
It was felt that by attaching a second tail to a point approxi-
mately half way down the first tail, the streamlined shape could
be preserved for a much greater part of the flight.

Eight balloons incorporating the double tail and the variations
in modulus described above were submitted for flight testing.
These balloons were identified as EX-2C-1201 through EX-2C-1208
and were flown with a free lift of 2700 grams. Characteristics
of these balloons and their flight performance are given in
Table 218,

A study of this table shows that the altitude reached and the
rate of ascent are generally unsatisfactory, The loss in
altitude 1is explained by the increased weight of the assembly
resulting from the additional tail section. Also, the low
altitudes of balloons EX-2C-1205 and EX-2C~1206 are probably
accountable to the extremely low temperatures encountered on
the night they were both flown.

The analysis of these flights is recorded in Tables 219 and
220,
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phage 3 (continued)

TABLE 218

FLIGHT RESULTS - BALLOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-134
AND HAVING TWIN TAIL ASSEMBLIES

Day or Post~- Balloon | Balloon | No, 1 Tail | No, 1 Tail

Experiment | Balloon Night | Plasticizer| Weight | Length Weight Length

No, No. Flight | (% pickup)| (grams) | {inches) (grams) (inches)
EX-2C-1201 | W10-2AM Day 18,6 3275 124 985 106
EX~2C-1202 | W29-1AM | » Day 23.9 3280 129 955 101
EX-2C-1203 | W29-3AM Night 18,8 3320 129 975 101
EX-2C-1204 | W29-4AM Day . none 2810 114 910 98
EX-2C~1205 | W30-1AM Night 23,9 3290 128 955 104
EX-2C-1206 | W30-2AM Night 18,6 3255 128 930 10
BX-2C-1207 | Y1-4AM Day 10,0 2900 115 930 101
EX-2C-1208 | Y5-2AM Day none 2665 114 935 100

TABLE ontinued

: No. 2 Tail| No, 2 Tail | Assembly | Assembly | Altitude | Rate of
Experiment | Balloon Weight Length Weight Length | at Burst | Asceat

No. No. (grams) (inches) (grams) | (inches) | (feet) | (ft/min)
EX-2C-~1201 | W10-2AM 690 62 5208 244 83,800 1486
EX-2C-1202 | W29-1AM 720 63 5230 248 90,000 1676
EX-2C~-1203 | W29-3AM 690 62 5175 244 63,300 1576
EX-2C-1204 | W29-4AM 750 60 4680 238 90,000 1424
BEX~-2C-1205 | W30-1AM | 730 61 5225 249 58,000 1629
BX-2C-1206 | W30-2AM 635 57 5000 239 50,300 1421
EX-2C-1207 | Yl-4AM 775 66 4775 244 78,300 1529
EX-2C-1208 | Y5-2AM 825 68 4560 244 85,400 1743
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phage 3 (continued)

TABLE 219
- - 1201 H EX..2C..1204
Altitude EX-2C-1201 EX-2C-1202 EX-2C-1203 EX-2C-1204
Interval Temp, Ascent Temp, Ascent Temp, Ascent Temp, Ascent
(feet) (°c) (ft/min) (°C) (ft/min) (°c) (ft/min) (°c) (ft/min)
0 - 10,000 1100 1260 1175 1180
10,000 - 20,000 | -42.5 1300 -38,5 1570 -37.0 1485 -32,5 1390
20,000 - 30,000 | -57.0 1360 -50,0 1790 -51,2 1615 -45,8 1575
30,000 - 40,000 | ~70,2 1630 -64,0 1875 -66,7 1730 -63,6 1730
40,000 - 50,000 | ~73.5 1790 -69,0 1900 -73.0 1750 -68.7 1870
50,000 ~ 60,000 ; ~77.0 2060 =73.5 2350 -76.5 2065 -75.6 1600
60,000 ~ 70,000 | -78.5 1700 -77.8 1840 -80.3 1409 =77.6 1110
70,000 - 80,000 | ~77.8 1530 -77.8 1640 -73.8 1290
80,000 - 90,000 | -77.0 1180 -70.5 1330 -73.0 1400
Temp, at Burst -73.0 -62,6 -79.0 -62,8
Average Rate
of Ascent 1486 1676 1576 1424
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

TABLE 220
A S - BALLOONS EX-2C-1205 THROUGH EX.2C-1208
«2C- -2C- w2Cw)2 -
Altitude EX-2C-120S8 EX-2C-1206 EX.2C-1.207 EX-2C-1208
Interval Temp, | Ascent Temp, | Ascent Temp, | Ascent Temp, | Ascent
(feet) (°C) | (ft/min) | (°C) | (£t/min) | (°C) | (ft/min) | (°C) |(ft/min)
0 - 10,000 . 1140 1110 1095 1270
10,000 - 20,000 | -34,5 1490 -31.3 1230 -36.8 1230 -40,6 1960
20,000 - 30,000 | -48,2 1655 -43,2 1550 -43,0 1300 -48,8 1900
30,000 - 40,000 | -66,2 1920 -62,7 1665 -68,3 1615 -66.3 2475
40,000 - 50,000 | -68,5 2150 -61,8 1550 -76,3 1680 -73.4 2215
50,000 - 60,000 | ~79.2 1900 -77.3 2400 -76,1 1760
60,000 - 70,000 ~-75.3 1870 -77.1 1615
70,000 - 80,000 -74.4 1800 -76.1 1830
80,000 -~ 90,000 -76.1
Temp, at Burst ~79.2 -66,0 -73.4 =72.5
Average Rate
of Ascent 1629 1421 1529 1743
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
IASK C, Phase 3 (continued)

A study of these figures reveals that the temperatures alcft
were indeed unusually low for the Temperate Zone. On seven of
the eight flights temperatures below -75°C were recorded; and
this, undoubtedly, is part of the reason why the night-flight
balloons reached such low altitudes.

However, comparison of the ascensional-rate pattern of these
balloons with those recorded in Tables 214, 215 and 217 shows
that the flight pattern of the large balloons (3000 grams) with
the double tail section is substantially the same as that of the
smaller balloon with the single tail section.

Both of these balloons show an acceleration up to speeds in
excess of 2000 feet per minute which are generally reached by the
smaller balloons at 30,000 feet to 40,000 feet and by the larger
balloon at 50,000 feet to 60,000 feet. Only in the case of
EX-2C-1208 was an ascensional rate of over 2000 feet per minute
reached at 30,000 to 40,000 feet and this was the only balloon

to achieve an average ascensional rate in excegs of 1700 feet

per minute,

The 3000-gram balloon with the shorter tail generally accelerated
to an altitude of about 40,000 feet and ascended at a fairly
constant rate for the next 40,000 feet. It can be shown that this
balloon virtually loses all of its relatively short tail at
40,000 feet and this evidently explains the reason for the
constant rate of ascent which occurs. It is, therefore, certain
that the 3000-gram balloon which is about 130 inches long, re-
quires a tail section of approximately the same length or
slightly greater.

In addition to these large balloons, four balloons in the 2000-
gram class were flown. These balloons were made from compound
A3-102 a high-modulus compound, and were fitted with a single

tail approximately the same length as the balloon. These balloons
were all made on a two-necked form, and the tail was attached
approximately 15 inches below the equator of the balloon.

The balloons were identified as EX-2C-1211 through EX-2C-1214
and were flown with a total lift of 5950 grams., Their
characteristics and flight performance are given in Table 221,
and an analysis of the flights is given in Table 222,

A study of these results shows that, although the altitudes are

somewhat erratic, the ascension rate is, in general, good and
in two instances it is excellent.
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PACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phage 3 (continued)

'ABIE 221
FLIGHT RESULTS - BALIOONS MANUFACTURED FROM COMPOUND A3-102

D | Balloon | Balloon | Assembly | Assembly | Altitude | Ascensional
BExperiment | Balloon | or | Weight | Length Weight Length | at Burst Rate
Yo. No. N | (grame) | (inches) | (grams) | (inches) | (feet) (feet/min.)
BX-2C-1211| B 6-1AM | D 1005 77 1895 137 8L,000 1927
EX-20-1212 | B13«1AM | D 990 17 1900 127 65,000 1555
EX-2C-1213 | B13-2AM | D 975 17 2005 il 77,800 1652
EX-2C-121) | B13-3AM | D 1005 76 1950 143 61,500 2158

The flight of balloon EX-2C-1212 is of particular interest
in that the balloon was inadvertently flown inverted. This
meant that instead of the tail being attached 15 inches
below the equator, it was attached 15 inches above the
equator., Its effective length was thereby reduced by
approximately 30 inches.

It should be observed that this balloon was much slower over
the first 10,000 feet than any of the others. Furthermore,
as it expanded, the extremely short tail was very quickly
pulled up around the balloon with the result that the
assembly now rose at almost constant rate from 10,000 feet
to 50,000 feet.

This is exactly in accord with the behavior of the 3000-
gram balloon with the shorter tail which also rose at a
constant speed over a similar distance. In addition, the
rate of ascent of the 1000-gram balloon and the 3000-gram
balloon, once the tail has disappeared was almost identical.
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C, Phagse 3 (continued)

L A IS -

TABLE 222

LLOONS EX~2C-1211 T

UGH EX-2C~1214

Altitude EX-2C-1211 EX-2C-1212 EX-2C-1213 EX-2C-1214
Interval Temp. Ascent Temp, Ascent Temp., Ascent Temp, Ascent
(feet) (°c) | (ft/min) | (°C) | (ft/min) | (°C) | (ft/min) | (°C) | (£ft/min)
0 - 10,000 1545 1160 1485 1360
10,000 - 20,000 | -30,5 2250 -30.1 1570 ~29,0 1765 -31,6 1840
20,000 - 30,000 | -51.2 2385 -49,2 1510 ~48,6 2300 ~46,2 2975
30,000 ~ 40,000 | -59.2 2010 -57.9 1640 -62,6 2240 -64,8 2490
40,000 ~ 50,000 | -60.6 2020 -59.4 1645 -57.7 1900 ~70.2 2550
50,000 -~ 60,000 | -70.4 1930 =-70,5 1980 -69,5 1400 -73.2 2115
60,000 ~ 70,000 | =70.6 1790 =70.5 1715 -71.5 1164
70,000 - 80,000 | -70,6 1580 -71.5 1950
80,000 ~ 90,000 | -68.5 1550
Temp, at Burst -68.5 =72,5 -69,5 -73.2
Average Rate
of Ascent 1927 1555 1652 2158
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FACTUAL DATA (continued)
TASK C (continued)

Phase 4: Construction of Balloons having Selective Compound
Modulation

Modulation

Some preliminary experiments were conducted with 100-gram
balloons in which a modulus differential was created by post-
plasticizing a part only of the balloon. It proved possible
to induce the balloon to adopt a streamlined shape on
inflation by this method.

However, the reduction in modulus induced by post-plasticizing
was accompanied by such a sharp loss of tensile strength that
the post-plasticized section reached the bursting strength
before the rest of the balloon showed virtually any elongation.
This, naturally, resulted in an impossibly large reduction in
bursting volume,
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TASK A; 0 ON TON B LIGHT
PERFORMANCE

Phage 1: Study of the Literature

As a result of the study of the literature, samples of Tinuvin
'P', an agent for protection against ultra-violet radiation,

and Mobilsol 'L', a new plasticizer, were obtained. In addition,
B.T,N., a product of W, T. Henley was found to be identical to
N.B.C.

A novel acceleration system for curing neoprene latex at room
temperature was also revealed.

Phage 2; Study of Raw Materials

Part A: Neoprene Polymers

The evaluation of six experimental neoprene polymers and

four commercial neoprene polymers showed that although ECD-
307 has good elongation at -40°C, its room-temperature modulus
is very low. However, further work is indicated with this
latex with a view to increasing its room-temperature modulus
characteristics.

Of the others only ECD-31l4, which has high ozone resistance,
and ECD-418 which cures at very low temperatures are worthy
of further investigation.

Neoprene 673 was the only commercial polymer which seemed to

be of interest because of its high room-temperature modulus

and generally good elongations at room temperature and -40°C,

It was subsequently demonstrated, however, that polymers which
develop high modulus by virtue of crystallization are unsuitable
for use in meteorological balloons,

The use of Neoprene 571 as a means of increasing modulus was
shown to be ineffective if Butyl Oleate is the plasticizer.
Neoprene 400 is effective even with Butyl Oleate,

A study of the effect of aging neoprene latex before compounding
and also of aging the compounded latex showed that no advantages
accrue from aging but that there is no loss in physical
characteristics after two to three months. There is, how-

ever, some variation between different lots of neoprene.
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CONCLUSIONS (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2 (continued)

Part B: Plagticizers

A study of the use of blends of plasticizers showed that

a mixture of Butyl Oleate and Dibutyl Sebacate was superior
to either by itself. Other blends, however, did not show
this property.

The examination of Mobilsol 'L' showed it to be of no value
as a low-temperature plasticizer in meteorological balloons.

Butoxy Ethyl Oleate from Kessler Chemical was shown to give
identical properties to Paraflux C-325 and may be considered
a satisfactory plasticizer for use in meteorological balloon
compounds,

B T T —

Ohopex R-9 from Stoney-Mueller and Plasticizer SC from
Harwick Standard Chemical Company were both shown to have no
value,

Part C; Antioxidants and Antiozonants

Agerite DPPD and Akroflex CD were both shown to be superior
antiozonants to N,B.C., with Agerite DPPD much better than
Akroflex CD.

Evaluation of Wingstay 'T' revealed that it is of little
value as an antioxidant but does increase the elongation of
balloon compounds both at rocom temperature and at -40°C,

It was shown that Lytron 615, a polystrene latex which
raises modulus but seriously reduces ozone resistance, can
be satisfactorily used in conjunction with Agerite DPPD.

B,T.N, from Henley Chemical Company was proved to be equal
to N.B.C. in every way and may be considered as an alternate
source of this material.

Part D: Accelerators

The accelerator Merac was shown to give extremely flat-
curing compounds and to be very suitable for use in meteoro-
logical balloon compounds., Also, the amount of Merac, if
0.5 parts is exceeded, has virtually no effect on the physical
characteristics.

Increasing the amount of Accelerator 833, however, increases
the elongation at both roor temperature and at low temperatures.
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CONCLUSIONS (continued)
TASK A, Phase 2 (continued)

S e b s R o N

It was demonstrated that low-temperature cures can be
obtained with Thiocarbanilide, The posgibilities of
ireater uniformity throughout a balloon merit further
nvestigation.

Part E: Polymers other than Neoprene \

Poly-isoprene from Shell Chemical Company proved to be
unsuitable for use in meteorological balloon compounds in
its present latex form.

It was shown that even with the newly developed anti-
ozonants the ozone resistance of natural rubber is still
much inferior to that of neoprene.

Part F; Reinforcing Fillers

Mistron Vapor was_proven to be an excellent reinforcing
filler, increasing modulus and tensile strength while
permitting the retention of high elongation.

The use of zinc resinate as a means of introducing zinc
in an emulsion form proved impractical.

Phage 3: Dev mery Formulations with Degirable Film

Properties
Part A; High-Altitude Balloon Compounds

Compounds were designed with improved ozone resistance

and which still had equal characteristics in other respects.
Neoprene 400 was shown to be of value as a means of
increasing modulus.

Based on the knowledge gained of the effect of varying
compounding materials on the physical properties of
neoprene latex, compounds were designed with significantly
higher elongations at room temperature and at -40°C. This
is almost certainly the most promisin§ method of reaching
higher altitudes with balloons of a given size, The
achievement of higher elongations of the magnitude attained
must be considered of major importance in the design of
meteorological balloon compounds.
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CONCLUSIONS (continued)
TASK A, Phase 3 (continued)

Part B: Dual-Purpose Balloon Compounds

Several compounds were designed with physical character-

istics which indicated that they would produce balloons

which will perform satisfactorily by night and by day.

It may be concludéed that the necessity for post-plasticizing
balloons in order to obtain satisfactory night-time performance
no longer exists.

Compounds were also designed which have significantly higher
elongation at -70°C, than has hitherto been obtainable. The
development of such compounds must be considered a major
ac?ievement in the development of dual-purpose,high-altitude
balloons.

Part ¢:; Fast-Rise Balloon Compounds

A very satisfactory high-modulus compound for use in fast-
rise balloons was obtained by the use of Mistron Vapor and
the value of this material may be considered as established.

Phase 4: Correlation of Film Properties with Flight Data

Part A; High-Altitude Balloons

Flight tests established that a day-flight halloon weigh-
ing about 2500 grams has now been developed, which is
capable of reaching altitudes of 130,000 feet at least 60%
of the time, and altitudes of 120,000 feet at least 80% of
the time, The development of consistently reliable vehicles
to such altitudes is of considerable significance.

Flights with larger balloons, however, demonstrated the need
for further research to produce reliable 140,000-foot +¢o
150,000-foot vehicles.

Preliminary flights with 1000-gram balloons made from one of
the high-elongation compounds developed in Phase 3, Part A,
clearly show the possibility of achieving consistent
performance at the 120,000-foot level with a balloon weigh-
ing little more than 1000 grams.

Part B: Dual-Purpoge Balloons

Flights proved that successful dual-purpose compounds have
been developed which will provide 1000-gram balloons
capable of reaching 100,000 feet by both day and night.
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CONCLUSIONS (continued)
TASK A, Phase 4 (continued) !

In addition, 2500-gram balloons capable of consistent
performance to 120,000 feet were also developed.
Consistency at this altitude must be considered a sig-
nificant achievement,

A 3000-gram balloon established a new world's record
for a night-flight balloon, but the cocnsistency of
performance at this level still leaves something to be
desired.

Flights conducted in the Tropical Zone proved that a
balloon capable of flight at night in the Tropics has
been developed.

Part C: Fast-Rise Balloons,

No significant developments were recorded in this
section,

TASK B: EFFECT OF FLIGHT CONDITIONS ON BALLOON FILM PERFORMANCE
Phase 1: Eff of Pre-elongation

The effect of pre-elongation was shown to explain the some-
what anomalous behavior of day-flight and dual-purpose balloons,
and this explanation is a significant contribution to the under-
standing of balloon flights.

Phagse 2: Effect of Ozone

A Bugh Ozonator was purchased and shown to be eminently satis-
factory for testing of balloon f£ilms, A series of tests showed
that, whereas day-flight compounds are more rapidly attacked as
the elongation increases, dual-purpose compounds are more
rapidly attacked at low elongations. This conclusion applies to
tests conducted on dumbbell test pieces., The same conclusion is
true for inflated patches made from day-flight compounds, but
the rate of attack of ozone on patches made from dual-purpose
compounds is independent of the elongation.

Phase 3: Effect of Infra-Red Radiation

A comprehensive study of the effect of infra-red radiation was
made, It was shown that the theory correctly explains the be-
havior of balloons in sunlight and at night, and that changes

in physical characteristics can be effectively used as a measure
of the infra-red absorption.
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CONCLUSIONS (continued)
TASK B, (continued)

Phase 4: Effect of Ultra-Violet and Other Short-Wave Radiation

It may be concluded that, apart from the creation of ozone

ultra-violet radiation has no adverse effect on meteorological
balloon films.

Phase 5: Correlation of Physical Properties with Flight
Performance

Flights were conducted with balloons having high infra-red
absorption and also with balloons having high infra-red
reflectance. The theoretical conclusions were confirmed, It
was established that high infra-red absorption reduces the
altitude performance in the day-time by as much as 30,000 feet
while having little effect at night., High reflectance also
appears to slightly reduce day-time altitudes.

Phase 6: Prediction of Balloon Performance

Part A: Determination of Burst Altitude from Residual
Elongation

A method of predicting balloon performance from the
residual elongation at a given point in the flight was

devised and proved tc be simple and accurate. A series
of nomograms is used.

Part B: Determination of Dimensions of Fast-Rising
Balloons

A theoretical study of the dimensions of fast-rise
balloons was made. It was demonstrated that, given the
performance of a standard thin-walled, spherical sounding
balloon, it is possible to predict accurately the perform-

ance of fast-rise balloons of varying dimensions made from
the same compound.

Part C: Determination of Physical Properties of Constant-
Level Balloon Films

The physical properties of balloon films necessary to
provide balloons capable of constant-level flight were
theoretically determined. It appears that such balloons
can be made from existing elastomers.
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CONCLUSIONS (continued)
TASK B, Phage 6 (continued)

Part D: Analysis of Stress in Scunding Balloons

A method of determining the point of origin of balloon
bursts by photographic means was successfully developed,
It was shown to be perfectly feasible to photograph a
balloon at the moment of rupture.

Part E: Effect of the Modulug-Elongation Characteristics
on_the Shape of Inflating Balloons

The significance of the modulus-elongation characteristics

of balloon films on the shape of the inflating balloon was
proven., It was clearly demonstrated that the slope of the
curve rather than intrinsic modulus values is the controlling
factor, and this offers another important criterion in the
compound selection,

TASK C: STUDY OF BALIOON CONFIGURATION

Phagse 1: Design and Construction of Equipment

The difficulties attendant on designing a form and obtaining
therefrom a one-piece, streamlined balloon which would maintain
its shape during flight were concluded to be too great and this
line of attack was abandoned.

Phagse 2: Construction of One-Piece Balloons for Flight Testing

A geries of flights with tubular balloons led to the conclusion
that this type of construction does not produce the desired results
in ascensional rate,

Phase 3: Construction of Balloons having Mechanical Attachments
to Improve Rate of Ascent

Attaching tails to tubular balloons was shown to be ineffective,
and it was clearly demonstrated that the best ascensional rates
are obtained using spherical ballocns with attached tails. There
are strong indications that the shape of the modulus-elongation
curve is an important factor in obtaining consistently high rates
of ascent, and the dimensions and location of the tail section
were also shown to be of vital importance.

Phagse 4:; Construction of Balloons having Selective Compound
Modulation

It was shown that inducing a streamlined shape in a spherical

balloon by partial post~plasticizing was accompanied by an un-
acceptably large loss in bursting volume.
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OVERALL CONCLUSICNS

As & result of the study of literature, B.T.N., a product of
Henley Chemical, was evaluated as a replacement for N,B.C. and

a low-temperature curing system based on Thiocarbanilide was also
investigated. In addition, various other compounding ingredients
were obtained and examined.

Ten different types of neoprene latex were evaluated, six being
experimental; and this investigation, coupled with the evaluation

of new plasticizers, accelerators, antioxidants, antiozonants and
reinforcing fillers resulted in some significant advances. 1t was
learned that aging of neoprene latex before compcunding has no
deleterious effect up to three months, Merac was shown to be a

very desirable accelerator. Agerite DPPD proved to be a very effect-
ive antiozonant but its value is offset due to the darkening of

the film which results in lower day-time altitudes because of

higher infra-red absorption.

It was shown that by careful selection from the range of compound-
ing ingredients and latices now available, it is possible to
increase significantly the elongation cbtainable at room temperature
and at low temperatures, without reducing room-temperature modulus
to a level at which a balloon cannot be handled on the ground.

Flight tests with balloons made from compounds developed during
this study resulted in the following achievements:

1. The consistent performance of balloons to 100,000
feet by both day and night has been amply confirmed.

2, Consistent performance to altitudes of at least
120,000 feet has been established. These altitudes
can be reached by both day and night,

3. A new altitude record was established at night and
the possibilities of reaching altitudes in excess
of 140,000 feet at night has beenr clearly shown.

4, A balloon capable of reaching altitudes of 100,000
feet at night in the Tropical Zone has been
developed.

5. New compounds have been developed which indicate the
possibilities of reaching much higher altitudes than
hitherto attainable. Preliminary flights suggest that
1000-gram balloons capable of reaching altitudes of
120,000 feet are now feasible. Similar gains in
altitude at higher levels render flights to above
150,000 feet quite possible,
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OVERALL CONCLUSIONS (continued)

In addition to the foregoing, a much clearer understanding of

the effects of physical characteristics of the balloon film on
the flight performance has been obtained. It is now known that
films which show high infra-red ansorption are unsatisfactory
for day-flight balloons. Any dark-colored compounding ingredients
must, therefore, be avoided. The theory of pre-elongation has
been used to explain logically why a dual-pinrpose compound with
an elongation at -40°C substantially greater than that of a day-
fliiht compound does not produce balloons capable of higher
altitudes in the day-time, Similarly it explains why dual-
purpose balloons of a given size reach the same altitudes by day
and by night, although low-temperature physicals suggest that the
day-flights should be occasionally higher,

The behavior of both day-flight and dual-parpose compounds upon
exposure to ozone has been determined and the differences in
behavior established. !

A geries of theoretical calculations were performed and as a
result it is now possible to:

1. Predict balloon flight performance using a group
of nomograms based on residual elongation of the
£film,

2. Predict the performance of all types of balloons,
including fast-rise balloons, made from any given
compound, knowing the flight performance of one
type of balloon made from that compound.

3. Determine the physical properties necessary to
have constant-level balloons.

A means of photographing a balloon at the moment of rupture
was developed, and it is now possible to determine at what
point in a balloon the burst starts.

Also, the significance of the slope of the modulus-elongation
curve on the shape and ultimate bursting dimensions of balloons
was established and it was shown that measurement of the modulus
itself is no criterion.

It was shown that the construction of balloons having an in-
herent streamlined shape which will be maintained throughout
flight is impractical and of questionable value. That a spherical
balloon having a conical tail is the most desirable construction
for fast-rise balloons was established. The dimensions of such
balloons were also determined, and analysis of ascensional rate
throughout a flight provided valuable criteria for the design of
this type of balloon.

- 426 -

S~ e e i e S Wt SV



{4
o AR 5+ o, R St s TR WSS ‘1Mmm-

B T

RECOMMENDATIONS

The literature study should be continued, On at least two occasions
during the past contracts, valuable information was obtained from
this source.

Since DuPont has shown such a cooperative attitude with regard to
the development of new polymers designed specifically for meteoro-
logical balloons, this phase should be pursued to the maximum,., The
new polymer samples obtained thus far have substantially added to
our knowledge as to what constitutes the most desirable properties
in a polymer. Some of the samples already submitted warrant further
investigation, and DuPont is now in a much better position to provide
latices which produce balloons having higher performance levels.

At the same time, this evaluation should not be restricted to poly-
chlorodrene polymers. Poly-isoprene, butyl, acrylo-nitrile and
acrylic latices, both individually and in blends, should be
investigated.

Similarly, newly-developed compounding ingredients should be con-
tinually sampled and evaluated. 1In additiomn, certain materials
which proved unsuitable for neoprene may be advantageous when
used with other types of latex, and re-evaluation of some of these
should be undertaken where indicated.

The failure of Neoprene 673, despite its apparentiy satisfactory
physical properties, suggests that the molecular structure of poly-
mers is of importance. Film structure, as determined by X-ray
diffraction studies, should therefore be carried out as a potential
means of screening polymers.

Associated with this study, the photcgraphic study of bursting
balloons should also be continued. Furthermore, the behavior of
small prototypes should also be determined in the cold box when
the atmospheric pressure is reduced.

Additional balloons made from the high-elongation compounds already
developed should be manufactured and submitted for flight testing.

Raising the bursting altitude of relatively small balloons by in-
creasing the low-temperature elongation of the compound offers one
of the most certain methods of producing balloons capable of reach-
ing 150,000 feet.

Balloons weighing 2500 grams have been developed during this contract
which consistently reach 130,000 feet, and a 4000-gram balloon from
a similar compound should stand a very good chance of reaching at
least 150,000 feet.
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RECOMMENDATIONS (continued)

The development of similar dual-purpose compounds to the
foregoing should also be undertaken,

The studies of pre-elongation, resistance to ozone, infra-red
radiation, ultra-violet radiation, and related atmospheric
conditions should be extended to any new types of polymer which
appear to have interesting properties. It cannot be assumed that

the findings which apply to neoprene will necessarily apply to,
for example, poly-isoprene,.

The design of compounds for fast-rising balloons should be
continued, but the development of balloons themselves is presently
being undertaken under another research contract. It is not
recommended, therefore, that the design of fast-rise balloons be
continued as part of this type of research, except insofar as it
is necessary to evaluate any compounds developed.
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Kaysam Corporation of America, Paterson, N.J.
Study of Physical and Chemical Characteristics
of Balloons and Balloon Materials
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