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Phase 1l of a program directed toward the development of
adaptive control techniques for numerically controlled
milling machines |s described, and plane for Phase Il are
reviewed. The detailed design of a complete adaptive control
system was completed, and plans wera made for fabrication
and checkout of the system in Phase Ill. An experimental
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is required,
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FOREWORD

This Interim Technical Documentary Progress Report covers the
work performed under AF 33(657)-8782 from 1 January 1963 to 31 July
1963 (Phase II). It is published for technical information only and does
not necessarily represent the recommendations, conclusions, or approval
of the Air Force,

This contract with the Bendix Corporation, Research LLaboratoriea
Division, is being accomplished under the technical direction of
Mr. William Websater of the Advanced Fabrication Techniques Branch,
Air Force Materials Laboratory, Research and Technology Division,
Wright-Patterson Air Force Baae, Ohio.

Mr. Ronald M. Centner of the Research Laboratories, Controland
Data-Handling Systems Department, Information and Control Systems
Laboratory, is the engineer in charge, Others who cooperated materially
in the research and in the preparation of this report were Dr.E. C. Johnson,
Manager of the Information and Control Systems Laboratory; Mr, K, V. Bailey,
Head of the Control and Data-Handling Systema Department; Mr. P. Maker,
Staff Engineer; Mr. D, C., Kowalaki, Senior Engineer; Mr. J. M, Idelsohn,
Engineer; Mr. R. A, Valek, Engineer; Mr.J, E. Miramonti, Senior Test
Engineer. This report has been given the Research Laboratoriea Division
internal number 2373,

The primary objective of the Air Force Manufacturing Methods Pro-
gram is to develop,on a timely basis, manufacturing processes, techniques,
and equipment for use in aconomical production of USAF materials and
components., This program encompasses the following technical areas:

Rolled Sheet, Forgings, Extrusions, Castings, Fiber and
Powder Metallurgy Component Fabrication, Joining,
Forming, Materials Removal Fuels, Lubricants, Ceramicas,
Graphites, Non-Metallic Structural Materials, Solid State
Devices, Passive Devices, Thermionic Devices.

Your commenta are solicited on the potential utilization of the in-
formation contained herein as applied to your present or future production
programs. Suggestions concerning additional Manutacturing Methods
development required on this or other subjects will be appreciated,
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ABSTRACT-SUMMARY
Interim Technical
Documentory Report

DEVELOPMENT OF ADAPTIVE
CONTROL TECHNIQUES FOR
NUMERICALLY CONTROLLED MILLING MACHINES

R. M, Centner

The Bendix Corporation
Research Laboratories Division

Phase Il of a program directed towards the development of adap-
tive control techniquee for numerically controlled machine tools is
deacribed, and plans for Phase 1ll are reviewed,.

In Phase [ of this project, literature searches and studies of the
milling process and of optimizing computer techniques were completed,
These efforts led to the development of a conceptual design for an adap-
tive controller. The major function of the adaptive controller is to
automatically adjust feed and speod values s0 as to optimize the process
performance with respect to preselected criteria on cost and/or production
rate. A secondary function of the controller ia to assure that syatem
operation remains within a set of constraints and thereby produces
parts of acceptable quality,

Early in Phase Il & computar simulation study of the complete
adaptive control system was performed. This study was completed
successfully and served to validate the basic logic that had been con-
celved during FPhase 1.

Following successful completion of the simulation study, the
detailed design of the adaptive controller was initiated, This effort was
completed and fabrication of the controller will begin at the start of
Phase III. The first model of the contvoller will contain approximately
95 printed circuit cards.

An experimental metalcutting program was conducted during
Phase II. The purpose of this proyram was to develop techniques for
on-line measurement of cutting performance factors, After some
initial difficulties, a suitable instrumentation system was developed
and a large body of data was accumulated, primarily for climb milling
of 4140 ateel, An empirical equation was developed for calculation of the
instantaneous tool wear rate as a function of feed, speed, and sensed
variables. Error analyses have indicated that this equation is sufficiently
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accurate to be used in the first model of the adaptive control system.
Attempts to correlate surface microfinish to sensed variables have

been generally unsuccessful to date, although there is some indication that
tool vibration signals may contain the necessary information. The ex-
perimental program also served to establish reasonable constraint values
for a number of the important variables.

The planned activity for Phase III includes fabrication and checkout
of the adaptive controller, interconnection of the controller to the
numerical control system, and initial checkout of the total adaptive
control syatem. It is also planned to continue the experimental metal-
cutting program to further verify the results achieved to date, to
develop an on-line microfinish measurement technique, and possibly to
broaden the results to a wider range of materials and cutting procesaes.

iv
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SECTION 1
INTRODUCTION

The general objective of this project is the development of adaptive
control techniques for application to numerically controlled milling
machines. The advent of numerical control has materially improved
the production rate and quality of milled aerospace components, by
closing control loops around the moving members of the machine, In
this case the use of position feedback enablea accurate control of both
the relative poaition and relative velocity of the workpiece and the cutting
tool. Selection of the desired values of these quantities must be accom-
plished by the part programmer. The positional information is explicitly
obtained from the geometric requirements of the finished part, and is
normally a straightforward computational problem. However, the selection
of velocity commands such as cutter speed and feedrate is largely em-
pirical, based upon a combination of experience and handbook data, These
velocity commands directly affect the production rate and machining cost,
and have a significant effect on quality aspects such as surface finish and
dimensional accuracy.

The use of empirical techniques to selact spsed/feed values cannot
be oxpecte to yleld optimum performance. The reasona for this fact
include variations in workpiece metallurgy, variations in cutter sharpness,
unpredictable chatter effects on surface finish, and variation between
handbook data obtained under controlled laboratory environments and
actual performance obtained in production environments. The use of
analytical techniques to predict optimum or nearly optimum speed/feed
values would be a formidable, if not impossible, task.

Adaptive control is a technique which offers the potential of on-line
optimization of machine performance. To achieve adaptive control,
sensors are used for on-line measurement of machining variables such
as tool-tip temperature and spindle torque. The sensor outputs are
applied to an adaptive controller, which calculates the overall system
performance and then adjusts the feed and speed 8o as to improve the
performance. This process continues until the performance approaches
optimum. Thereafter, the controller adapte to changes in the character-
istics of the tool and material by resetting the feed and speed so as to
maintain optimum parformance at all times.
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The specific objectives of this project are to develop, test, and
demonstrate an adaptive controller applied to a modern numerically
controlled milling machine. The project is divided into four phases,
as listed below,

Phase I Investigation and study

Phase I - Development and validation of components and subsyatems

Phase 1l - Assembly, test, and modification of the total syatem

Phase IV - Operation, evaluation, and demonstration of the total
system

The Phase I final report, which corresponded to the First Interim
Technical Documentary Progress Report, was published in December
1962.

This report contains a description of work accomplished during
Phase 1I, which began on 1 January 1963 and concluded on 31 July 1963.
Also included are a schedule and diacussion of plans for Phase 1II, plus
conclusions and recommendations regarding the status of the project
and the potential for ultimate success.
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SECTION 2
WORK ACCOMPLISHED DURING PHASE 11

2,1 SUMMARY

In Phase II the design of the first model of the adaptive control
system was easentially completed. The work accomplished was divided
into two major areas: (l) design of the adaptive controller, and (2) per-
formance of an experimental metal-cutting program.

At the completion of Phase I the conceptual design of the adaptive
controller had been completed, and the basic logic for two alternative
optimizing strategies had been developed. The first work accomplished
in Phase II was a simulation study of the over-all adaptive control
system. As a result of this study, a particular optimizing strategy
was selected and the basic logic flow was finalized. The simulation
study also served to confirm the validity of the system concept and the
ability of the system to function in the presence of drift and nolae,

Following completion of the simulation study, effort was devoted
to the detailed design of the adaptive controller. The design utilized
an existing family of printed circuit cards manufactured by the Bendix
Industrial Contruls Division. To meet the specific requirements of the
adaptive controller, minor modifications to a few circuits were required.
The necessary modifications were completed and verifird by a small
amount of subsystem testing.

The detailed design of the firat model of the adaptive controller
has now been completed. Wiring lists and circuit card assignments
have been prepared, and all manual controls have been designed into
the system. All major parts have been ordered, and many have been
received. Fabrication of the controller will begin at the start of

Phase lII.

In addition to completing the design of the adaptive controller {t-
self, effort was also given to the interface between the controller and
the Bendix DynaPath numerical control syetem. The detailea design of
the interface logic was completed, and necessary modifications to the
DynaPath system have been specified.




The experimental metalcutting program began early in Phase 11
and continued for a period of five months. The major objectives of the
program were: (l) the development of techniques for on-line measure-
ment of tool wear rate, and (2) the establishment of suitable constraints
to ensure production of acceptable parts. The first half of the program
was devoted to development of a suitable instrumentation system, and the
second half was devoted to the gathering of experimental data. The most
difficult and time-consuming aspect of the instrumentation system was
the development of a suitable spindle torque dynamometer. The two major
problems encountered in this area were the occurrence of bending moments
and the inability of the torque measuring system to withstand high peak
cutting torques. The bending moment problem was solved by fabrication
of a specially designed coupling between the spindle drive system and
the dynamometer. However, this coupling was not able to withstand
high torques, thereby limiting the depth of cut which could be used in
the program. The experience gained during this effort has led to the
design of a completely new dynamometer system which should be superior
to the system used in Phase II. It is planned to fabricate and {natall
this new system early in Phase lII, and to use it for the remainder of

the project.

Nearly all of the oxperimental data was gathared by peripheral
milling of AISI 4140 steeel, using & climb cut and a two-inch-diameter
end mill cutter. Analysis of this data resulted in the development of
an empirical cquation for calculating the tool wear rate as a function
of metal removal rate, tool-tip temperature, and spindle torque. Based ‘
on this expression, comparison of calculated wear rates with actual
wear rate values hae shown a reasonable correlation. Further analysis
has {ndicated that, in the large majority of cases, errors inherent in
the use of the empirical equation will have only a slight degrading effect
on the ultimate performance of the system. To date, this conclusion
can be applied only to the cutting of 4140 steel under the range of
conditions used in the test program. However, there is a high degree
of confidence that the general approach can bhe extrapolated to a wide
range of workpiece materials and cutting conditions. Further experi-
mental work is necessary to substantiate this belief.

The establishment of constraint limits to assure acceptable
surface microfinish has proven to be difficult. No definite correla-
tion was established between the microfinish and any of the sensed
variables, although there is evidence that the frequency spectrum
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of the tool vibration signal may contain the information. Additional ex-
perimentation using more detailed processing of the vibration signal is
required. Until specific correlation data is obtained, it is planned to
use a constraint limit on maximum amplitude of the vibration signal to
prevent the occurrence of excessive chatter. Data was obtained during
the experimental program to enable the selection of a number of other
constraints and reasonable values for their limits,

22 ADAPTIVE CONTROLLER

During Phase II the design of the adaptive controller was completed
and a simulation atudy was conducted to verify the syatem concept and
the optimization logic. This section describes the syatem design and
summarizes the simulation study. The over-all design concept and the
phyaical characteristics of the system are deascribed in Sections 2.2.1
and 2.2.2, reapectively, Sections 2.2.3 through 2.2,6 describe in further
detail the major subsystems and the interface with the numerical control
system. The simulation study is summarized in Section 2.2.7.

2.2.1 Over-all System Design

The basic system concept that was presented in the Phase I
final report has thus far proven to be valid, This concept {s illustrated
in Figure 2-1, which is a block diagram of a complete machine control
system including both numerical position control and adaptive feed/speed
control,

The programmed input data is sensed by a tape reader or
similar entry device and entered into the numerical control system,

This data includes dimensional coordinates, feed”™ and spindle speed,
Consider first the operation of the system without adaptive control. The
numerical control system converts the input data to servo command
signals, and the servo drives position the machine axes so as to generate
the desired contour at the programmed rate, with the spindle rotating

at the programmed speed. Feedback transducers sense the actual mo-
tions and compare them with the command signals to assure accurate

*In this report the term "Feed' will denote inches of slide travel per
spindle revolution and the term "Feedrate'' will denote inches of slide
travel per minute. Conversion frorn one form to the other is easily
accomplished, since (feedrate) = (feed) x (spindle speed).
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exacution of the commands. However, the actual process output,
which {8 in reality the condition and shape of the finished part, is
removed from the feedback points by the effacts at the tool-work inter-
face. Since these effacts are complex and difficult to predict, the proceas
output will not conform precisely to that desired by the programmer.

To achieve good control of the finished part, it is often necessary to
program the feed and speed conservatively low,

To add adaptive control to the system, additional feedback
information is obtained from the process output by means of sensors
coupled a8 closely as possible to the tool-work interface. The sensor
signals, which represent the variables torque, vibration, and tempera-
ture, are applied to the adaptive controller. The controller contains
three major parts: a data reduction subsystem, a performance computer,

and an optimization computer.




The data reduction subsystem generates two analog output
signals and a number of on/off signals known as ''constraint violations."
The analog outputs correspond to tool wear rate in inches per minute
and metal removal rate in cubic inches per minute. The constraint
violation signals indicate whether various aspects of the machine per-
formance are within predetermined limits. The quantities constrained
to maximum and/or minimum values include torque, speed, feed,
horsepower, and vibration, The purpose of constraint detection is to
assure that acceptable parts are produced and to minimize the possibility
of damage to the machine and the tool, In addition to the sensor outputs,
the data reduction subsystem receives feed and speed information from
the numerical control system, plus a group of externally entered con-
stants, The externally entered conatants include the constraint limite,
the width and depth of cut, and tool wear constants which depend upon
the workpiece and tool materials and upon the type of cut, In the initial
model of the adaptive controllar, all constants will be entered as poten-
tiometer settings. In future versiona it will be posaible to store some
of the constants on the program tape.

oI S PSR S £ T AT T AR e o

The performance computer operates upon the tool wear rate
and metal removal rate signals to generate a figure of merit for the
syastem performance, The figure of merit is defined by the equation

i = MRR
(Kl T+ KZ n)
Kl + W (TWR )
0 ¢ To<nel
3
where: H = figure of merit - (in.”/$),
3
MRR = metal removal rate - {in.  /min),
TWRC = calculated tool wear rate -(in./min),
Kl = direct labor rate + overhead rate -~ (§/min),
* KZ = coat per grind + initial tool cost/maximum

number of regrinda - ($),
i T = downtime required to change tools & (min),

W = maximum allowable wear before re-
grinding - (inches),
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The quantity B, which is denoted as the base of the figure of merit, is
used to set the performance criteria. If B is set equal to one, the
criteria is machining cost and the unite of H are cubic inches per dollar.
If B is set equal to zero, the criteria is production rate and the figure
of merit expression reduces to

ae [L MRR
K| | + —

W

o

(TWRC)

in which case H ia a measure of cubic inches per minute. Intermediate
values of B would result in a performance criteria which is a compro-
mise between cost and production rate. The conatants used in the cal-
culation of H are all externally entered by means of potentiometers.
The derivation of the figure of merit equation was given in the Phase I
final rnportl. :

The optimization computor receives the figure of merit
information from the performance computer and adjusts the feed and
speed values in such # manner as to maximize the value of H, The
computer operates on a sampled-data basis, i.e,, the value of H i»
sampled periodically and a feed/speed adjustment is made after each
sampling. The constraint violation signals are sent directly from the
data reduction subsystem to the optimization computer. The occurrence
of a violation at any time interrupts the normal optimization logic and
initiates a special subroutine which operateas to change the feed and
speed 8o as to return to an acceptable performance condition, After
the constraint violation has been ramoved, the aystam returna to norwmal
operation., Certain other operational conditions, such as slewing and
deceleration, may also require interruption or modification of the normal
optimization cycle, These conditions are made known to the optimiza-
tion computer by apecial interrupt signals from the numerical control
unit and by a '"cutting not in progress'' signal from the data reduction
subsystem. These special conditions are discussed further in Section2.2.5,

2.2.2 Physical Characteristics of the System

The adaptive controller uses a combination of analcg and
digital computing techniques to perform its function. The data reduction
subsystem and the performance computer use primarily analog techniques,
and the optimization computer uses mainly digital techniques. The
circuitry is entirely solid-state and is packaged on printed circuit cards



approximately 3.5 inches by 4.5 inches in size, It is estimated that the
complete system will use a total of 95 cards plus one magnetostrictive
delay line for data storage. It is planned to house the firast model of
the system in a standard relay rack about 47 inches high. This rack
will include, in addition to the main circuitry, a system power supply
and necessary lights, switchea, etc. for operating the system.

A sketch of the planned external appearance of the system
is shown in Figure 2-2, Potentiometers are used to set in most of the
system constants, and binary coded toggle switches are used to select
the initial feed and speed setpoints, Since this will be the first operating
model of the adaptive controller, it was felt that the use of manual inputs
would provide a useful flexibility and decrease the effort required to
check out and evaluate the system. Future models of the aystem would,
of course, use tape-programmed data for the feed and speed values and
also for selecting some of the system constants.

The deaign of the adaptive controller utilized an existing
family of printed circuit cards manufactured by the Bendix Industrial
Controls Division. Consequently, more than 80% of the circuit cards to be
used in the aystem are standard off-the«~shelf items, The remaining cards
are slightly modified versions of standard unite. A amall amount of
breadboard testing was performed during Phase II to verify the circuit
modifications and to chieck out some of the more critical subsystems,
Thie testing was completed satisfactorily,

In general, the design concept of the adaptive controller
could be applied to any milling machine which has closed-loop feedrate
and spindle speed control. However, the detailed design is intimately
related to the specific characteristice of the basic machine control
system, The initial model of the adaptive controller was designed to
work with a Bendix DynaPath numerical control system having the fea-
tures of automatic feedrate control and automatic spindle speed control.
Timing signals are provided to the adaptive controller by the DynaPath
system, and the delay line storage elements in the two systems are
synchronized. In principle, there should be no difficulty in applying the
adaptive controller to other numerical control aystems, but the extent
of practical problems would depend upon the specific characteristics

of the system.
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2.2,3 Data Reduction Subsystem

The function of this subsystem is to reduce data taken from
various points of the system to data directly usable by the balance of
the adaptive controller. The inputs are voltage analogs and potentio-
meter settings. The outputs are analog voltages proportional to metal
removal rate and tool wear rate, binary coded signals indicating the
occurrence of constraint violations, and a special control signal indicating
whether cutting is in progress. Figure 2-3 is a block diagram of the data
reduction subsystem. The various opsrations which take place within this
subsystem are described in the following paragraphs, The electronics
used to convert senaor outputs to the desired form and impedance levels
are not discussed specifically in this section, but are covered in
Appendix I.

2.2,3.1 Metal Removal Rate

The metal removal rate la given by the equation

MRR = Fwd
5 . " | L] 1]
WLLLLOCLL mrryren R FETYT Ks%
SETRCTOR (poY)
- MR
i
p——— Y -‘:'l ‘ K‘
p t
T (TORQUR) ““::“ DIPFERENTIATOR .I MUI‘.;LPTI;III .'J‘:L"."-'ﬂ‘.'a‘—'“'

*-a ‘g‘

Fe (V(FERDRATE) MULTIPLIER MRR | MULTIPLIRR
(roT) (poT)

T (TORQUE)

& HAR

e I ANALOG THRESHOLD BINARY |, CONSTRAINT
v srau0) | ppocussing =1 companison F——>1 ot recrons wcomuof:D v';?é':::.?"

CONSTRAINT —p» CUTTING NOT
LIMITS IN PROGRESS

Figure 2-3 - Block Diagram of Data Reduction Subsystem
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where: F = feedrate - (in./min),
w = width of cut ~ (in.),
d = depth of cut - (in.).

The quantity wd is an operator-entered constant and the feedrate is
given by

F=fy
where: = feed per revolution - (in,/rev),
V = spindle speed - (rev/min).
Thus

MRR = (fV) (wd)

A d-c voltage proportional to the value of fV is available from the
automatic feedrate portion of the numerical control aystem, Thus, the
MRR aignal is produced as a negative analog voltage by straightforward
multiplication, as shown in Figure 2.3,

2.2.3.2 Tool Wear Rate

As a result of the experimental metalcutting pro-
gram, an empirical equation has been developed for the computation
of tool woar rate, This equation is

dT

J
TWRc 2 K5 MRR + Kb 0p+ K7 m

calculated tool wear rate « (1n.3/mln).

wherae: TWRC

KS.K‘).K_’ = weighting factors,
0 = peak value of amplified thermocouple
P voltage - (volta),
daT

—d-t'P = the time derivative of peak spindle
torque - (in.-lb/min).

The development of this equation and the accuracy with which it repre-
sents the true value of TWR is discussed in Section 2,3.3.

12
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f The weighting factors are related to the particular
¢ characteristics of the tool, workpiece and machine, and are entered into
the system by setting calibrated potentiometers. In practice, the operator
or programmer would select these values based upon nomographs or
handbook data. The value of MRR is calculated as described in the pre-
ceding section. A tool-work thermocouple is used as a sensor to produce
a voltage proportional to the average tool-tip temperature, The thermo-
couple output voltage is amplified and processed through a peak detector
to obtain 6,,. A strain-gage sensor is used to measure the spindle torque,
T, by unba.rnncing a resistance bridge, The torque signal is used directly
by the constraint violation detectors without further processing. For .
the TWR computation, a peak detector is used to obtain T_ and then a
differentiating circuit to obtain dT /dt. The three propequ weighted
quantities are combined in a summing amplifier to produce TWR,.

The computation is entirely analog, and the output is expressed as a
negative d-c voltage.

2.2.3.3 Constraint Violation Detection

Each of the conatraint violation signals {s binary
coded as logic 1" for a violation condition and logic '"0'" for a no-viola-
tion condition. The following seven constraints are imposed upon the
system:

n

(1) HP-actual < HP-max ; HP = spindle horsepower

i

() T-actual < T-max : 1 = spindle torque

n

(3) V-actual < V-max ; V = spindle npeed

(4) V=-actual > V-min

n

(5) f-actual < f- max ; f={feed per revolution
(6) f-actual > f-min

tool vibration

n

(7) VIB-actual < VIB-max ;VIB

In addition to the seven constraints, the system also determines whether
T-actual is greater than a preset minimum value, T-min. This signal
is used to determine whether cutting is in progress by setting T-min
approximately equal to the torque required to drive the spindle when

no metal is being cut.
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Figure 2-4 is a detailed block diagram of the
constraint violation detectors. The input quantities include d-c voltage
analogs of actual torque, T, spindle speed, V, and absolute feedrate, iV,
plus an a-c signal proportional to tool vibration. The conatraint
limite and the T-min value are set in by calibrated potentiometers.
Violation of constraints (2), (3), (4) and (7), plus the value of the ''cutting
not in progress' signal, are detected by direct comparison of the
appropriate input voltages with the constraint limit voltages. The
detection process consists of analog comparison, threshold detection,
and logic inversion where necessary.
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Figure 2-4 - Constraint Violation Detectors
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Figure 2-5 - Typical Comparison and Detection Circuit

A typical comparison and detection circuit is illustrated in Figure
2-5, Referring to the figure, a positive d-c voltage proportional to actual
torque is one of the inputs to the circuit; this voltage and a negative voltage
proportional to the maximum torque limit are supplied as inputs to an
operational amplifier, the output of which is applied to a threshold detector,
If T=actual > T-max the output voltage will be a large negative value, and
{f T-actual < T-max (a violation condition) the output voltage will be near
zero, In the adaptive controller negative voltagea are interpreted as
logic '"'1'" and zero voltage as logic "0", To conform to the coding
definition given in the first paragraph, it is neceasary to logically in-
vert the output of the T-max detector. Identical circultry is used for
the detection of V-max, V-min, T-min and maximum vibration, except
that the vibration signal is rectified prior to entering the comparison
circuit. In cases where actual output of the threshold circuit conforms
to the desired coding, the logic inversion is not required.

Since voltage analogs of horsepower and feed are not directly
available to the detector, additional computation is necessary to detect
a violation of constraints (1), (5), or (6), Voltage analogs of absolute
feedrate, {V, and apindle speed, V, are available, and thus a division
operation can be used to compute the feed per revolution, f. A proven
analog divider circuit which has been used in previous Bendix systems
is available, Thims circuit, which isknownas aVCO(voltage-controlled
oscillator), produces an output pulse train having a frequency pro-
portional to the quotient of two d-c input voltages. By applying d-c
voltages proportional to fV and V to a VCO circuit, an output frequency
directly proportional to f is obtained. To determine if f is within limits,
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the time average value of the pulse train is effectiveiy compared to a
d-c voltage proportional to the limiting value, This is accomplished
by integrating the instantaneous sum of the d-c voltage and the pulse
train. The output of the integrator-comparator circuit is then applied
to a threshold detector circuit identical to that shown in Figure 2.5,
The same technique i8 used for both feed constraints, {5) and (é).

The voltage analog of horsepower is not computed. Instead the
maximum horsepower constraint voltage is divided by the speed, using
the VCO technique, to obtain a normalized maximum value. This
normalized value has the units of torque and is compared to the actual
torque to determine if the horsepower constraint has been violated,

During Phase II a brief tust program was conducted to verify the
performance of the conatraint violation detector circuitry. The system
tested included a VCO divider, integrator-comparator, and threshold
detector. The major points of operation that were tested included
response time, hysteresis, and linearity between actual input voltages
and constraint limit voltages. The test results were satisfactory in
all respects, It was found that the output of the system would indicate
s constraint violation within 10 milliseconds after an appropriate change
in the input. The hysteresis of the system is defined as the smallest
percent change of the input voltage needed to cause triggering of the
threshold detector. This was meoasured to be less than 2 percent of
the input voltage over the full range of operation. It was also verified
that the linearity of the system was quite adequate for this application,

2.2.4 Performance Computer

This subsystem produces the figure of merit, H, given by
MRR
‘Kl T+ KZB) - =

W ('rwnc)

H=
K,+

The quantitics K, and (Kl T+ KzB)/Wo are operator-entered constants,
while MRR and '11WRC are available as voltage analogs from the data
reduction subsystem. The computation is accomplished in three suc-
cessive steps, as shown in Figure 2-6. TWR. is multiplied by (K, T +
K2B)/W, and then added to K| to form the denominator of the

figure of the merit equation. This is divided into MRR using the
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Figure 2-6 - Block Diagram of Performance Computer

above-mentioned VCO circuit as a divider. The VCO output pulee train
fiq has a frequency directly proportional to the figure of merit, This
pulse train {s presented diroctly to the optimization computer, which
effectively performs a digital integration to determine the value of H.

2.2.5 Optimization Computer

The primary function of the optimiration computer is the
axecution of the optimizing strategy. A secondary function is to correct
any constraint violations that may occur. The optimization computer
receives the seven binary coded constraint violation signals frorn the
data reduction subsystem, and a pulse train of frequency proportional
to the figure of merit H from the performance computer. The outputs
are binary representations of a feed correction increment, Af, and a
speed correction increment, AV. The entire operation is digital in

nature,

2.2.5.1 Optimizing Strategy

The strategy employed is basically the method
of steepest ascent which was deacribed in the Phase [ final report. This
is a hill-climbing operation in which the hill is ascended in the direction
of steepest slope. The strategy begins with an exploration of the re-
sponse surface in the region of the starting point to determine a local
gradient. The operating point is then moved a single step in the direction
of this gradient. A new local gradient is calculated after this single

17
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step, and the operating point is shifted accordingly, This cycle is re-
peated until the peak of the hill is reached, with the step size modified
periodically according to various criteria.

The above procedure has been modified some-
what for use in the adaptive controller, The initial exploration con-
sists of moving one unit (K,) in the £ f direction, observing the response
change AHI' moving one unit (K. ) in the £V direction, and observing
the response change AH,. The next move consists simply of incre-
menting f by K, AHI (cbserving sign) and incrementing V by K4AH )
where K, and are scale-factor constanta, The result is that the
gradient has been approximated and the operating point moved in the
direction of this approximate gradient with a step size proportional
to its magnitude. Thus a continuous step size adjustment is effected.
Figure 2-7 illustrates this procedure for a typical response surface.
Note that each major (gradient) movement of the operating point is
preceded by two smaller (exploratory) movements along the {f and V
axes, It may also be noted that the gradient move is always nearly
normal to the conatant H-value contours,

Execution of the steepest ascent strategy is
accomplished by straightforward digital techniques. The logical se-
quence diagram of the procedure is illustrated in Figure 2-8, Each
of the three major operations within the cycle requires a fixed amount
of time, known as the sampling period. It is presently believed that
a sampling period of 0.08 seconds is & reasonable value; thus a total
of 0.24 seconds would be required to complete the entire sequence,
The initial model of the adaptive controller will have provision for
manual adjustment of the sampling period to enable experimental
determination of the best value. The sequence diagram is self-
explanatory with the exception of the effects of constraint violations,
which are discussed in the following scction. The quantity AH, is the
response of the figure of merit to an exploratory move in feed, and
the quantity AHZ is the reaponse to an exploratory move in speed.

K, and K,, are manually set constanta which control the size of the
corresponding exploratory moves, and K_ and K, are constants which
control the scale factors of the gradient move, "i’he quantities A and B

18
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have a value of +] or -1, and indicate the sign of the exploratory moves
and of tha f and V components of the gradient move.™

Figure 2-9 is a block diagram of the optimization
computer. The programmer receives synchronization signals from the
numerical control system and in turn directs the timing of the strategy
logic and the constraint violation logic.

The figure of merit is presented to the opti-
mization computur as a train of pulses, f ., the frequency of which is
proportional to H, Let Hl be defined as tﬂe value of H just prior to an
exploratcry move, Measurement of H, consists of opening the sample
gate for a fixed period of time and accumulating the H, pulses into
the up counter. During the exploratory move the Hl value is transferred

scaLE uNY
PACYORS MoviEs
panaciat TraNsrin [ oow
UP COUNTER b Ky, K4 Ky, Ry .
A1 RRGISTER
IAMPLE HoN
oATE or -
a
Iy A REGISTER
—_—— ! LOABING CONTROL
I snaraoy . Jfitaareoy
sAMPLE SELRCTION L00iC
INNIY
1YNCHRONIZATION 1 uon  eroarva o
PROGRAMMER \ ol nrcistIR
WEGATIVE ¥
CONSTRAINT
£55 ag TR
CONSTRAINY B rhr | controL |——»
VIOLATIONS LooIC COMMAND | INCREMENT
COMMANDS
NPLE
DNCELERATE
N PRooREN SLEVING  ccavarare’ e

Figure 2-9 - Block Diagram of Optimization Computer

Note that the signs of the exploratory moves are not constant, but are
changed if they move the operating point away from the optimum. It
may alsc be noted that by deletion of the gradient move a trial-and-
error strategy may be effected. Since there is little additional hard-
ware required, a strategy selection switch will be included to enable

testing of both strategies.
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in parallel to the down counter, After the exploration has been completed,
a new figure of merit value H, exists, The H_ pulses are used to decre-
ment the H, value stored in the down counter for the same fixed time
period, The remainder in the down counter is thus

AHI = Hl - HZ.
At the same time as the H, pulees are decreasing the number stored in
the down counter they are accumulated in the up counter for use in the
computation of AHZ. This process is repeated before and after each
exploratory move,

The down counter is so constructed that both
AH and -AH (complemented form) are available as outputa, Also,
information concerning the sign of AH is supplied to the strategy logic.
The strategy logic will then select the appropriate output such that
|AH| is always used, The gradient move scale factor constants K, and
K, are integer powers of two. Multiplying AH by these values consists
of shifting the bits of AH one or more bit spaces to the right or left,

Referring to Figure 2-9, the A register loading
control has four channels of input information: K |AH |. K4|AH2|. K.
and Kv. Upon command from the strategy logic, appropriate channolo
are connected to the Af or AV registers, and the proper numbers are
transferred into the registers, The Ky and Ky, values are entered by
means of binary coded toggle switches. The numbers stored in the
Af and AV registers may represent either expluratory move values
or gradient move values, depending upon the particular operation in
progress. A two bit sign register is loaded by the strategy logic at
the same time as the Af and AV registers. These two bits, A and B,
incicate the signs of the quantities in the A registers, and are taken
from a storage section in the strategy logic. After the Af and AV
registers have been loaded, the strategy logic will issue an ''execute
increment' command, Separate commands are given for f increments
and for V increments., Both commands are given for the gradient move.
The execute commands are transmitted to the numerical control system
interface and used to initiate the process of correcting the feed and
speed values in accordance with the contents of the Af and AV registers.

2.2.5.2 Constraint Violation Logic

At regular intervals the constraint violation logic
opens the constraint gate and examines the outputs from the constraint
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violation detectors., Immediately upon detection of a violation the
optimizing strategy is inhibited and the controller is shifted into a
special correction subroutine. The correction commands given by the
constraint violation logic are similar to the strategy commands, The
constraint violation logic activates the A register loading control, loads
the sign register, and gives 'execute increment' commands as required,

The following correction rules are used,

VIOLATION CORRECTION

HP-max decrease V by Kv

VIB-max decrease V by Kv
V-max decrease V by Kv
V=-min increase V by Kv
f emax decrease f by Kf
f-min increase f{ by Kf
T=max decrease f by Kf

The correction is repeated until the violation signal is removed, In

case of simultaneous occurrence of two violations, e.g., T-max snd
f=min, the logic is arranged so that the decreasing correction dominates,
Also, since {f and V corrections may be initiated simultanecusly (as in

a gradient move), there are no indeterminate or ambiguous conditions.

If the system were returned to the normal opti-
mizing mode as soon as the constraint violation was removed, an un-
stable liinit cycle may result, This would occur if the optimizing
strategy immediately returned the system to the previous feed and
speed values which resulted in the constraint violation. To preclude
the occurrence of the limit cycle, a apecially modified optimization
logic is used immediately after removing a constraint viclation. The
special logic prohibits the immediate repetition of the moves which led
to the violation condition. A further discussion of this problem is in-
cluded in Appendix II.

Receipt of a ''cutting not in progress'' signal from
the data reduction subsystem will simulate a constraint violation and
thereby inhibit the optimizing strategy. However, no corrective action
will be taken. The feed and speed commands within the numerical
control system will then hold their present value until the signal is
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removed, indicating that cutting has resumed. Indication of slewing or
decelerating/accelerating conditions from the numerical control system
will have the same effect on the optimization computer. However, the
deceleration and acceleration will be implemented within the numerical
control system in such a manner as to maintain relatively constant

chip load.
2.2.6 Numerical Control System Interface

The parameters to be adjusted by the adaptive controller
are spindle speed and absolute feedrate, The commands for these
quantities are stored in the numerical control system in serial binary
form on magnetostrictive delay lines. The desired incremental change
in spindle speed, AV, is available directly from the adaptive controller
and thus a serial add-subtract technique can be used to modify the
atored spindle speed command, However, the absolute feedrate F ia
equal to the product of f and V, and AF is not directly available., There-
fore a special computation is required. The numerical control system
interface includes the circuitry required to implement this computation
plus the timing and control circuitry necessary to synchronize the
adaptive controller outputs with the numerical control system logic.
Figure 2-10 is a block diagram of the interface logic, When no incre-
ments are being supplied by the adaptive controller, the interface logic
simply circulates the present values of V and { through the input control

logic.

When an execute increment command is received, the
interface programmer is started. The programmer supplies the timing
and control signals necessary for the interface arithmetic. Operation
is best illustrated for the gradient move, where both f and V increments
are present. Let f;,, and V, be the initial values of f and V. The
first step is the updating of fi. The input control logic closes the re-
circulate path to f;, and applies f; to the X input of the adder-subtractor.
At the same time Af is serialized and applied to the Y input, and the
sign of Af is applied through the sign logic. The output of the adder-
subtractor is (f;, £ Af), which is sent by the output control to the feed
storage delay line and to the multiplier. Similarly, Vi, is updated and
(Vin £ AV) is applied to the multiplier. The outputs of the interface
are thus

v =V, A4V
out in

and F (f = Af) (V. % AV)
in in

out
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Figure 2-10 - Block Diagram of Numerical Control System Interface

For the exploratory or constraint increments Af or AV may be zero
but the operation of the interface logic is identical.

2.2.7

Simulation Study

A computer simulation study of the closed loop adaptive

control system was performed during Phase 1I. The objectives of this

simulation study were:

(1)

(2)

been reached;

(3)
(4)

logic.

24

to compare the convergence capabilities of both a gradient
and a trial-and-error strategy in the presence of noise

and operating point drift;

to compare the drift-following capabilities of the above
two strategies once an optimum operating point had

to examine the stability of the closed loop system;

to determine the effectiveness of the constraint violation
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The study was performed on an IBM 650 digital computer.
Twenty-s8ix simulated runs were made for which the tool-work interface
constants were chosen to represent the following workpiece, cutter, and

cut geometry:
Workpiece: Carbon steel, Brinell hardness = 300
Cutter: Carbide, 4 teeth, 1 inch diameter
Cut: Depth = 1/8 inch, width = 1 inch

Different combinations of feed and speed setpoints, constraint limits,
drift, and noise were used in different runs in order to test various
features of the adaptive controller logic. The base of the figure of m
merit, B, was chosen equal to 1.0 for most of the runs, so that the
strategy functioned to minimize the coat per piece. Coat constants
were selected to be typical for a numerically controlled milling

operation,

The simulation study is described in detail in Appendix II,
which also includes a number of figures illustrating the performance of
the simulated system. The results of the study are summarized briefly

in the paragraphs below.

The initial results of the simulation study indicated poor
convergence capabilitiea of each strategy under certain conditions,
Modification of the strategy logic corrected this situation, and it was
subsequently concluded that, for a general response surface, the gradient
strategy (method of steepest ascent) is superior to the trial-and-errar
strategy. For the simulated cases, convergence was obtained in 50 to
250 individual moves, including both gradient and exploratory moves.
The actual time required per move will be a function of the process
dynamics and the response times of the feed and speed aervos. A conser-
vative assumption of 0.080 seconds per move would yield convergence
in 4 to 20 seconda. (In the actual systen,, the sampling rate will be
increased to the highest usable value to minimize the system response
time.) The simulation results also verified that the steepest ascent
strategy could function adequately in the presence of both drift and noise.

Simulations of the constraint violation logic disclosed a
potential instability involving a limit-cycle between the constraint logic
and the optimizing strategy. Refinement of the constraint violation
correction rules eliminated this possibility, and the constraint logic
then functioned effectively in all but certain very isclated cases.
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2.3 EXPERIMENTAL METALCUTTING PROGRAM

The general objective of the Phase Il experimental metalcutting
program was to develop instrumentation to continuously monitor the
cutting performance of a numerically controlled milling machine.
Instrumentation was developed to measure cutting torque, average tool-
tip temperature, and tool vibration for a range of spindle velocities and
feedrates, Attempts were made to correlate the measured variables
with tool wear rate and workpiece surface finish in order to establish
functional relationships for use by the adaptive controller., The program
was carried out on a numerically controlled milling machine, using a
standard two-inch, four-tooth end-mill cutter with inserted carbide tips.
The principle workpiece material was annealed AISI 4140 steel,

The experimental program began on 11 February 1963, and ended
on 28 June 1963 ,after approximately 2,000 test cuts had been completed.
Each test cut was twenty-four inches in length and one-half inch in width,
The bulk of the program effort was about equally divided between gathering
experimental data and development of cutting performance instrumentation,
The measurement of spindle torque proved to be the most difficult and

time=-consuming to implement satisfactorily,

Thie section is primarily concerned with a summary of the results
achieved during the Phasn II portion of the experimental program, A
brief deacription of the experimental setup is given in Section 2.3.1,
followed by a summary of the test program in Section 2,3.2, A detailed
analyeis of the test results is given in Section 2,3.3, followed by con-
clusions to date in Section 2.3.4 and recommendations for future work

in Section 2.3.5,

2.3.1 Experimental Setup

The experimental metalcutting program was carried out
on a Pratt and Whitney Keller three-spindle milling machine. An over-
all view of the experimental setup is shown in Figure 2-11. The lower
spindle was modified by replacing the normal spindle drive motor with
a variable speed hydraulic motor, The modification included a special
rear bearing cap and a hydraulic drive motor with a manifold mounted
servo valve. The hydraulic motor was driven by a specially installed
hydraulic power supply that was capable of driving the spindle motor
over a speed range of zero to 2000 rpm. Early in the program it was

26




¥
%
hel
a
&
£
g
|1
EN
4.
[
N
£ -
e
s

B R L

IR st e -

i ‘ o
(DYNAPATH NUMERICAL jhds
" wai| CONTROL SYSTEM

»

g sPiNOLE TP
N sERVO l S |
I 5 rcTRONIC:

Figure 2~11 - Ovorall View of Experimental Setup

found necessary to clowe a velocity servo loop around the spindle drive
system, using a tachometer feedback. In the open-loop mode the spindle
velocity was overly sensitive to load, causing erratic variations in the
performance data.

The measurement of cutting torque and average tool-tip
temperature was accomplished by means of an instrumented spindle
adapter mounted in place of the standard tool holder on the lower spindle
of the milling machine, Figure 2-12 shows a close-up view of the
adapter and illustrates a test cut being made on the 4140 steel. RayData
Corporation of Columbus, Ohio, designed and fabricated the instrumented
adapter. The adapter contains a flexure element in line with the cutting
tool and a low-noise slip ring assembly with gold plated brushes and
rings. Figure 2-13 shows the internal flexure element and the slip
rings. Torsional strain was measured by semiconductor strain gages
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cemented to both ends of an arm in the flexure element. The strain
gage and tool temperature leads were brought out through the slip ring
assembly.

The average tool-tip temperature was measured by a
technique that uses the cutting tool and the workpiece junction as a
thermocouple, The technique is based on the fact that any two dis-
similar metals, when in contact, will generate an electromotive force
(emf). The amplitude of the emf is a function of the temperature at the
contact point. The measurement of tool vibration was accomplished
by means of a crystal accelerometer mounted on the instrumented
spindle adapter near the cutting tool, Actual spindle speed was moni-
tored by means of a magnetic pickup mounted on the adapter. A digital
counter was used to count the magnetic pulses which were simultaneously
displayed on an oscillascope.

During the experimental test runs, all sensor signals were
continuously monitored on a dual beam oscilloscope, using the differential
inputs to both beams of the oscilloscope, For post-test analysis, the
torque, temperature, vibration, and spindle velocity were recorded on
magnetic tape by means of a Sanborn/Ampex Model 2000 multi-channel
magnetic tape recorder. Each channel of this recorder could be set to
either FM or direct recording. The cutting torque and temperature
signals were recorded on FM channels, and the accelerometer and
magnetic velocity pickup signals were recorded on the direct channels.
A Kay Electric Vibralyzer instrument was used in the post-test analysis
of tool vibration signals.

Wear land measurements were made optically using a X50
microscope with a reticle ruled acale having 0,001 inch divisions;
estimates to 0,0005 inches could be made, The surface finish of the
workpiece was recorded by means of a Profilometer gage manufactured
by Micrometrical Manufacturing Company. The tracer pickup arm of
the Profilometer limited the width of the test cuts to a minimum of 0.5
inch,

A detailed deacription of the experimental setup and the
sensors is given in Appendix I.

2.3.2 Summary of Test Program

The experimental program was carried out for the process
of peripheral milling using a climb cut. In this type of milling, the
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intermittent cutting action between the rotating cutter and slowly moving
workpiece takes place on the outer periphery of the cutter, and the
thickness of the chip formed decreases from an initial maximum as

the cut progresses. The cutters used during the tests were heavy duty
two-inch diameter end mills with inserted carbide tips. The 4140 steel
workpiece was 1-1/4 inches thick and 24 by 36 inches in length, To
enable use of the thermocouple temperature measuring technique, the
workpiece was electrically insulated from the base plate of the milling
machine by sheets of masonite,

During initial checkout and calibration of the instrumentation,
it became evident that the strain-gage torque bridge was sensitive to
bending moments. Consequently,the machine drive system was carefully
realigned and the torque flexure was reground to improve concentricity
between the machine and adapter. Although this improved the situation,
operation was still not satisfactory, The bending moment problem was
finally solved by replacing the original pin drive between the machine
and the adapter by an Oldham coupling. Initial metalcutting tests also
revealed that the peak cutting torques were sornewhat higher than had
bheen anticipated. Conmsequently, the torque design limit of the flexure
element was excecded during some of the early tests, To solve this
problem, it was necessary to design and fabricate a stronger torque
flexure unit, As a result of these initial instrumentation problems,
the start of the actual experimental program was delayed for approxi-
mately two monthe,

After the instrumentation system problems were cleared
up, an initial series of runs were made to gain familiarity with the
system. Practical ranges of cutting conditions were determined by
observing the sensor outputs as a function of feed, speed, and depth of
cut, Following the exploratory test runs, a series of planned tests
were conducted to gather performance data, The tests consisted of
milling a flat strip 24 inches in length and 0.5 inches in width, using
various spindle speeds and feedrates. Periodically, the torque, temper-
ature, and vibration were recorded on magnetic tape. At each data
point the cutting tool was removed and the wear land was recorded along
with the surface finish of the workpiece.

The first aeries of tests was carried out using a 0.04 inch
depth of cut for a combination of three spindle velocities and three
feedrates. With only one-third of the tests completed a crack developed
in the torque flexure. The crack occurred in the weakest section of the
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flexure element between the corner of one of the slots into which the
Oldham coupling fit and the nearest rectangular slit between the flexure
armsa. The adapter was then removed from the milling machine and
dismantled, The crack in the flexure element was repaired with an
electron beam welder. After the adapter was remounted, a new series
of tests were planned at a 0,02 inch depth of cut, The welded flexure
clement performed satisfactorily throughout the remainder of the
Phase Il program.

The tests all began with a sharp cutter ground with a
primary relief angle of six degrees, Each time a specified volume of
metal had been cut, the tool was removed from the machine and the
wear land of each tooth was measured at a point 0,070 inches from the
tool-tip. Surface finish measurements were then made with the Profilo-
meter, The tests were terminated either when the apindle torque
approached the design limit of the instrumentation system or when the
wear land roached a value of 0.025 inch, A further description of the
tests that were run and a detailed analysis of the results is contained
in the next section,

2.3.3 Summary of Results

This section summarizes the analytical results of the
oxporimental program, which coneisted of climb milling 4140 steel
using a carbide tipped cutter under the following conditions:

Cutting velocity: 525 to 950 feet per minute
Feeod per tooth: 0.0018 to 0,0072 inch
Depth of cut: 0,020, 0.040 inch

Width of cut: 6.5 inch

The analysis of data obtained during the program was
directed towards cstablishing functional relations between the measur-
able variables, temperature, torque, and vibration, and the metalcutting
performance factors, Particular emphasis was placed upon development
of a technique to enable on-line determination of tool wear rate (TWR),
and upon determination of the constraints required to guarantee the
production of an acceptable part. The general approach was to abstract
information from the measured data which correlated reasonably with
the milling performance factors and upon which a practical controller
could be based, rather than to attempt verification of the theoretical
mechanisms actually occurring during metalcutting,
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2.3.3.1 Metal Removal Rate

The rate at which metal is removed from the
workpiece, MRR, is given by:

MRR = Fwd

where the terms are defined in Scction 2.2,3, The width and depth arc
programmed values, and a signal proportional to the actual feedrate,

I', is available within the numerical control system. Thus MRR can be
obtained without the need for any sensor information. However, if the
actual depth of cut deviates from its programmed value as a result of
lateral deflection of the cutting tool, the MRR calculation will be incorrect,
Such deviation of depth is especially likely in the case of very light cuts
where there is insufficlent force at the cutting edge to penetrate the
workpiece, and the cutter tends to ride along the surface.

Control of the depth of cut during the experimental
program was achieved by automatic advance of the cutting tool by the
distance, d, after cach pass at the workpiece, This automatic advance
was under control of the DynaPath unit, and was independent of the
actual amount of motal removed during previous passes, Thus any
reduction of actual depth due to tool deflection would result in a build-
up of the workpiece surface relative to the tool on succeeding passes,
and would cause uneven and erratic cutting as the penetration of the
cutter varied from cut to cut, A study of the torque signal indicated that
such erratic cutting did not take place over the range of cutting conditions
used in the test program. This was further confirmed by visual in-
spection of the chips produced, and it was therefore concluded that the
depth of cut was insignificantly affected by tool deflection,

2.3.3.2 Tool Wear Rate

A sharp cutting tool was installed at the beginning
of each test, and wear measurements were made at periodic intervals
during the test. The tool was retired and the test concluded when either
a maximum wear land on the order of 0,025 inch was observed, or when
the peak torque approached the allowable limit of the instrumentation
system. The only type of wear which was experienced throughout the
program was the formation of a rather even wear land on the clearance
face of the tool. Wear of the rake tace {cratering) was never observed,
Figure 2-14(a) is a photograph of a tool-tip which was used for milling
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4140 steel showing the typical wear land formation, Figure 2-14(b) is
an enlarged section of the same photograph,

During initial tests a four-tooth cutter was used,
and it was observed that tho tool-tip extremities were not perfectly
concentric with the center of spindle rotation. This gave rime to an
equivalent tool-tip runout which, by mechanical adjustment, could be
reduced to approximately 0.002 inch for the worst tooth, In an effort
to eliminate runout effects, as well as to obtain wear data more rapidly,
three cutter tips were removed and data was taken using the resultant
one-tooth cutter, Data analysis indicated this to be a reasonable approach,
since the one-tooth wear data correlated fairly well with the four-tooth-
averaged data of a four-tooth cutter,

Figure 2-15 ims a plot of wear vs, cutting time for
several typical runs. All of the curves obtained are characterized by
a period of initial rapid wear averaging approximately 30 minutes during
which "break in'" occurred, followed by a period of reduced, almost
constant wear rate for the bulk of the remaining toollife. In addition,
somc of the wear plots contain a peried of increasing wear rate near
the end of the tool life, These curves are of the same form as those
obtained by Shaw and Dirke.2

An oscilloscope trace of the amplificd signal
obtained from the tool-work thermocouple is shown in Figure 2-16,
Typically, the peak thermocouple voltage was initially low, and it
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Figure 2-15 - Tool Wear vs Cutting Time for a Series of Tests

increased on the order of 10 percent during the progress of a single
test (with feed and speed constant), Although this voltage did not
correlate with the actual value of the tool wear rate at a specific in-
stant of time during any single test run, it was related to the average
value of wear rate from run torun, Thus,the peak thermocouple voltage
was sensitive to changes in tool wear rate as a function of feed and
speed, but not as a function of time, This may be seen from Figures
2.17 and 2-18 showing, respectively, instantaneous TWR and peak
thermocouple voltage vs, time for a single run, and average TWR vs.
average peak thermocouple voltage for a serics of runs,

A typical torque waveform is shown in Figure
2-19. The peak torque increased by a factor of from two to three times:
its initial value during the progress of a single test run., Although only
slight correlation was obtained between the actual torque magnitude and
TWR, a greater correlation was noted between the rate of change of
peak torque and TWR. Specifically, the torque rate was sensitive to
changes in TWR with time during individual test runs. An exception to
this is that the initial rapid wear of the tool which occurred during
break in was not accompanied by a correspondingly large torque
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Figure 2«20 - Torque Rate and TWR va Time for Two Typical Tests

rate value, Figure 2-20 shows TWR and torque rate vs, time for two
test runs, The calculated values of torque rate which were used in the
analysis were based upon torque differences over rather large periods
of time (orders of minutes), and as such represent long term torque
rate averages. It is probable that better correlation could be obtained
by using a shorter term rate average,

In addition to TWR correlation with thermocouple
voltage and torque rate, it was found that a reasonable correlation with
MRR existed. Sinco MRR was held constant throughout each individual
test run, it was insensitive to changes in instantaneous TWR over the
run, It was observed, however, that MRR could be related to the average
TWR over a given test run, Figure 2-21 is a plot of MRR vs, average
TWR for a series of runs,

Use has been made of the above correlations to
establish a curve fit of the instantaneous TWR data accumulated over
the entire test program. A linear approximation of the following form
was chosen,

dT
- P
= +
’I‘WRC K5 MRR + K6 Op K7 Tt
where
'I‘WRC = calculated tool wear rate (in/min)
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Ks = Ov63 (in.z)

Weighting
K6 = 0.063 (in/min-volt) Factors
K, = 0.0028 ("1

Although this expression is not the most general which could have been
chosen, it does fit the data roasonably well and has the obvious advantage
of being relatively simpletoimplement, Furthermore, an approximate
error analysis has indicated that this expression will be suitable for

use in the adaptive controller. The error analysis is discussed in the

following paragraphs.

A comparison of calculated and actual TWR for
four typical runs is shown in Figure 2-22. In each of these plots it
can be seen that the greatest error occurred during the first 30 minutes
of tool life. This was the case for all of the test runs, and is due to the
insensitivity of all of the measured parameters to the initial rapid wear
of the tool. Since all of these initial errors are fairly consistent, they
could be at least partly compensated by inclusion of an additional term
in the TWR equation, the magnitude of which would decrease as a
function of time, It is not planned to use this approach in the initial
model of the adaptive controller, since the slight reduction in overall
(integrated) error would not justify the increased hardware and com-

plexity.
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The percent error in the value of 'I‘WRc relative
to the average maximum TWR occurring over all of the runs has been
tabulated, with calculations being made at each ten minute interval for
every teat, The distribution of errors is shown in Figure 2-23, and
may be summarized as follows:

Percent of Error
[Lotal Points Band
54% +10%

84% +30%

96% *50%
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It was shown in the Phase I final report that
optimum control of the metalcutting process requires maximization

of the function,
fH dt
a

FH = figure of merit based on the actual tool wear
rate, TWR

where

It is thus apparent that to minimize the effect of errors, the following
integral must be minimized:

.[IH -Hldt
a C

I-Ic = figure of merit based on TWRC

where

This is equivalent to minimizing,
f'rwn - TWRCI dt

which may be used aa a criterion for evaluating various curve fits to
the TWR data,

'The actual degradation of overall system per-
formance caused by a given error in TWR _ cannot be directly calculated
in cublc inches per dollar, since it is a function of the actual figure of
merit response surface. This in turn is determined by the function
relating TWR to feed and speed, as well as by cholice of the cost con-
stants K, and K,. The effect of such an error is to create an apparent
response surface which is different in shape and magnitude from the
true response surface, as illustrated in Figure 2-24. The adaptive
controller is forced to work with the apparent responge surface and
it therefore acts to maximize the quantity I1 by adjustment of feed
and speed values, In reality.the apparently optimized values of feed
and speed correspond to a value of Ha on the true response surface
which is less than optimum.

It is apparent from a study of the figure of merit
equation that the effect of errors in TWRC will be greatly reduced if

Kl'r +K2B
Kl >> BT — {TWR)
o
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This inequality will generally be true for a typical numerically con-
trolled milling operation where the value of direct labor plus overhead
rate, K,, is likely to be rather high compared to the tooling cost per
unit time, K,. To determine the actual effect of TWR errors for a
typical set of conastants, use was made of the closed-loop system
simulation as described in Appendix II, The constants used are given

in Table II-1. Various errors in TWR  were assiuued and the simulated
controller was allowed to establish an operating point at the apparent
optimum, The results are summarized below:

Error in Value of Apparent True Value of

TWR¢ Optimum (in3/$) H(in3/$)

+25% 5.1636 5.4934

+109% 5,3636 5.5140

5% 5.4334 5,5175

0 .- 5.5195 ¢ T1e

-05% 5.6059 5.5189 [OPtimun
~10% 5,7005 5.5149

-25% 6.0182 5.4716
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Thus, for the simulated case an error of £25 percent in TWR resulted
in an actual performance degradation of less than =1 percent,

2,3.3.3 Constraints

The experimental data has been analyzed in an
attempt to determine a basis for establishing suitable constraint limits,
The purpose of these Limits is to insure that acceptable parts are pro-
duced, and also to protect the milling machine from cverloads or other
undesirable conditions, Maintaining adequate surface finish of the part
is of particular importance, and to this end an analysis of the vibration
signal was undertaken.

Figure 2-25 shows an
oscilloscope trace of a typical
vibration signal as obtained from
a crystal accelerometer. Although
it ham been shown by other investi-
gators that surface finiah data
may be extracted from vibration
signals in milllng.3 little succeas
was achlieved in correlating the
amplitude of the compoaite wave-

VERTICAL! 0.8 V/CM
HORIZONTAL:I 3 M8/CM form with surface microfinish

Figure 2-25 ~ Oscilloacope Trace &8 measured with a Profilomster

of Typical Vibration Signal

AMPLITUDE

180
FREQUENCY, CPS FREQUENCY, CP$
(a) SHARP CUTTER (b) WORN CUTTER

0 180 270 40 450

Figure 2-26 - Frequency Spectrum of Vibration Signal
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gage. It is believed that pertinent information may have been lost in
attempting to characterize the surface finish with a single rms micro-
inch number, and that future analysis would be aided by using a device
able to record the actual surface profile. Frequency spectra of the
vibration signals were obtained using a Kay Electric Vibralyzer,
Examples of the amplitude vs. frequency plots obtained with the
Vibralyzer are shown in Figure 2-26(a). This plot, whi¢h is the vibration
spectrum immediately after installation of a sharp tool, indicates main
frequency components at 20, 60, and 90 cps. In general,it has been
found that low frequency components dominate initially, and that as the
tool wears the spectrum spreads out and higher frequency components
tend to dominate, This effect is illustrated by Figure 2-26 (b} which
shows the spectrum under the same conditions as (a) except that the
tool is considerably worn, Here the main components center around
270 cps, It has also besn observed that for some of the teats the sur-
face finish deteriorates as the tool wears. Thus, the data suggests the
possibility of a relation existing between surface microfinish and the
frequencies of the main components of the vibration signal, To date,
however, such a correlation has not been definitely established,

Feed marks in the surface were not measured
quantitatively, but their presence was confirmed by visual inspection
of the workpiece, These marks can be geometrically determined from
the values of feed per tooth and depth of cut, A maximum feed con-
etraint may be determined as a result of limitations placed on the size
of these feed marks,

The maximum torque limit can be established on
the basis of structual or dimensional accuracy limitations, whichever
is more stringent, In the Phase II experimental setup the torque flexure
limitation would clearly establish the T-max limit.

To date it appears that the maximum horsepower
limit should be set on the basis of the spindle drive limitation, since
there has been little indication that horsepower correlates with work-
piece quality, The remaining limits, on feed and speed,should be set
as liberally as possible to allow the controller maximum freedom of
adjustment.

2.3.3,4 Stainless Steel Workpiece Material

In addition to the tests run with 4140 steel work-
piece material, some experimentation was carried out using type
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S N AMS 5639A satainless steel with the
same cutter. In this case,excessive
chipping of the ciearance face was
experienced as shown in Figure
2-27. It was therefore concluded
that the cutter geometry was in-
appropriate for this workpiece
material, Due to time limitations,
it was decided to forego further
tests on the stainless steel in
Phase Il and to return to this work-
lpiece material in Phasc 1II, after
Figure 2-27 ~« Tool Tip Showing sufficient data was accumulated for
Chippod Clearanco Face the 4140 steel,

2.3.4 Conclusions to Date

A large body of data for the machining of 4140 stcel has
been accumulated and analyzed, It has been verified that tool deflections
materially affecting the depth of cut did not occur, and that the computed
value of MRR is thus a valid one, Tool wear rate data has been correlated
with MRR, torque rate, and tool-work thermocouple voltage, and a linear
approximation to the tool wear rate as a function of these variables has
been established. It has been shown that the expected errors in this
approximation should degrade the overall controller performance only
slightly, and this has been verified by computer simulation. The appli-
cability of the linear approximation to widely varying cutting conditions
and to different workpiece materialas has not been determined as yet.

It has been concluded that the linear approximation is adequate under
the conditions of the Phase Il experimental program and therefore it
will be used in the initial model of the adaptive controller,

Little success was achieved in attempting to correlate
surface microfinish with the vibration signal. Both the composite
vibration waveform and its frequency spectrum were considered in the
analysis, It is suspected that information was lost by using a simple
rms microfinish measurement. Also, the spindle adapter maximum
torque limitation degraded the validity of the analysis somewhat, since
chatter conditions could not be obtained and all microfinish measure-
ments indicated values of less than 200 microinch rms. Present design
of the adaptive controller includes a constraint on maximum vibration
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amplitude. Refinements of this feature will be incorporated as more is
learned of the relation between microfinish and vibration,

Sufficient information has been obtained during the experi-
mental program to justify the presence of the remaining constraints
and to establish reasonable limiting values for the various parameters
to be constrained.

2.3.5 Recommendations for Additional Experimental Work

The following recommendations are made specifically for
the Phase III experimental program:

(1) New Spindle Instrumentation System

The spindle adapter used for the Phase Il metalcutting pro-
gram should be replaced by an improved device incorporating the following
features:

(a) Elimination of auxiliary spindle bearings;

(b) No significant decrease in the basic rigidity
of the sapindle;

(c) Reduction of the distance from the front
spindle bearing to the cutting edges;

(d) Improved compensation againat the effects
of banding loads;

(e) Increased design margins in all critical areas,

Two different approaches have been conceived to meet the above require-
ments. One relatively simple method is to mount a four-arm strain gage
bridge directly on the spindle. This method would require the use of
high-sensitivity semiconductor strain gages with careful attention to
temperature and bending compensation. Its major advantages are
simplicity and the fact that the spindle dynamics would be practically
unaffected by the instrumentation,

The second method would use a new type of spindle adapter.
which is illustrated in Figure 2-28 with its members shown shaded.
The principle involved is analogous to the use of a shunt circuit to mea-
sure high electric currents. In this design all but a small fraction of
the cutter torque is taken through a torsion bar which {8 coupled to the
machine spindle through a spline on the left and to the tool holder through
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Figure 2-28 - Cross-Sectional Diagram of Proposed Spindle Adapter

a spline on the right, This permits the torsion bar to be conservatively
designed, since its stress is not in the measuring loop. The measured
torque fraction is taken through a path which includes a strain gage ele-
ment and is in parallel with the torsion bar. Thus, by changing the cross
section of the bar, the measured fraction of the total torque can be changed
as may be desired for experimental purposes, In the design shown the
torsion bar can be removed and replaced simply by removing the cutter
and pulling with a jack screw. Nothing else is disturbed and a simple
one-point calibration is sufficient.

Either of the above-described instrumentation techniques
would permit the cutter to be mounted with the same overhang normally
obtained with an unmodified machine. Thus, the basic rigidity would be

essentially unchanged.
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{2) Additional Tool Wear Rate Tests

A new series of tests should be run using 4140 steel and a
new spindle instrumentation system. The purpose of these tests would
be to verify the validity of the TWR curve fit over the wide range of
conditions which the new system would permit. Specifically, the depth of
cut should be increased to provide data on rough cuts, and the width of
cut increased to include the entire thickness of the workpiece material,
This latter condition would eliminate physical contact of the cutting tool
end with the workpiece and would thus improve the quality of the thermo-
couple signal by preventing tool-workpiece shorting of the thermal emf{.

(3) Additional Surface Finish Tests

It is recommended that a set of tests be run using 4140 steel
and the new instrumentation system, apecifically for the purpose of iso-
lating surface finish data. This would enable the tests to he designed
with a single purpose in mind, and should reault in accumulation of more
meaningful data, In addition, the new {nstrumentation system will allow
a more practical range of conditions which should include the occurrence

of chatter. An instrument capable of recording the true surface profile
should be used in these teats.™

The following tests are recommended, but are not considered
evsential to this project:

(4) Tests with Stainless Steel

Tents should be run with a stainlesas steel in order to
accumulate and analyze both TWR and surface finish data. This would
allow comparison of data on different workpiece materials and would
indicate changes which might be required to allow the controller to
handle a broad class of materials.

(5) Broader Tests with 4140 Steel

A number of tests should be run on 4140 steel to determine
the ease with which new cutting configurations can be handled. Included
should be tests using conventional cutting, slotting, and a variety of depths
and widths of cut. Also, the effects of coolant should be investigated.

Two examples of such instruments are the Proficorder (Micrometrical
Mfg. Co.) and the Surficorder (Brush Instruments).
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SECTION 3
PLANS FOR PHASE III

The work to be accomplished during Phase 1II of this project in-
cludes fabrication, assembly, and initial checkout of the firast model
of the adaptive control system. In addition, it includes additional
experimental metalcutting work in accordance with the recommendations
that were given in Section 2.3,5,

3.1 SCHEDULE

A schedule for the planned Phase III program is shown in Figure
3-1., As indicated, the total time to complete this phase will be approxi-
mately six rnonths. The various activities shown on the chart are
discussed in further detail in the following sections.

3.2 ADAPTIVE CONTROLLER FABRICATION AND CHECKOUT

Fabrication of the initial model of the adaptive controller will
begin at the start of Phane 1II. A large portion of the fabrication will
conaist of interwiring between the circuit card modules. All of the parts
required for this task were ordered and received during Phase 1I; there-
fore the module wiring may begin immediately. Purchase orders will
be issued early in Phase Il for the additional parts required to complete
the controller fabrication. It is estimated that fabrication will be
completed in about six weeks,

To facilitate checkout, the initial model of the controller will be
moqnted in an open relay rack. Checkout will proceed on a subsystem
basis and will involve all portions of the system except the interface
logic. Externally generated timing signals will be used to drive the
programmer and tape-recorded sensor signals will be used to drive
the data reduction subsystem.

3.3 NUMERICAL CONTROL SYSTEM MODIFICATION

A standard DynaPath numerical control unit will be modified for
use in the closed loop adaptive system. Automatic feedrate and spindle
speed control modules will be added to the unit. The primary modifi-
cations will consist of logic and timing changes in these modules to
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ADAPTIVE CONTROLLER:
FABRICATION *
CHECKOUT ———

NUMERICAL CONTROL SYSTEM:
INSTALLATION OF MODIFICATIONS ﬂ
CHECKOUT OF MODIFICATIONS

OVERALL SYSTEM:

ASSEMBLY _—
TOTAL SYSTEM CHECKOUT [

EXPERIMENTAL METALCUTTING PROGRAM:
FABRICATE NEW INSTRUMENTATION SYSTEM H

ADDITIONAL TOOL WEAR RATE DATA
ADDITIONAL SURFACE FINISH DATA

PHASE (1! FINAL REPORT:

P75

Figure 3-1 - Phase [Il Schedule

provide a constant chip load feature, and the addition of decoding and
storage to accommecdate tape-programmed accelerate, decelerate, and
slew commands. In addition, the DynaPath delay line circuitry must be
modified for compatibility with the adaptive controller interface, and

some of the internal DynaPath signals must be buffered for interconnec-
tion with the adaptive controller. It is planned to begin these modifications
at the start of Phase IIl and the work is estimated to be complete within
one month. Operational checkout of the modified DynaPath unit will then
be undertaken.

3.4 EXPERIMENTAL PROGRAM

Fabrication of a new spindle instrumentation system is also planned
at the start of Phase III. The new system will be based upon one of the
methods described in Section 2.3.5. Selection of the particular method
will be made after a detailed analysis of the relative merits of the two
approaches. After installation of the new system on the machine,
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experimental activity will be suspended until the checkout of the modified
DynaPath unit is completed. The metalcutting program will then resume.
The majority of the program will consist of a series of new tests on

4140 steel and AMS 5639A stainless steel, as recommended in Section
2.3.5. Initial tests will involve the accumulation of tool wear data for
both rough and finish cuts for the purpose of verifying the validity of

the tool wear rate linear approximation that was developed in Phase II.
These will be followed by a series of testa to accumulate surface finish
data. A device capable of recording the actual surface profile will be
used in this second test series, and data analysis will proceed concurrent
with the metalcutting.

3.5 ASSEMBLY AND CHECKOUT OF OVERALL SYSTEM

Overall system assembly will begin immediately following the
completion of the Phase Il experimental metalcutting program. Initial
syatem checkout will consiat of open loop testa to verify proper operation
of the adaptive controller subsystema. Particular attention will be given
to the interface logic. Final checkout will involve closing the loop and
confirming proper qualitative operation of all subsyatems. The syatem
will be checked for overall stability and for proper functioning of both
the constraint violation logic and the strategy logic. A total of two
months has been allotted for the combined assembly and checkout of
the overall system, Detailed evaluation of the performance of the ayatem
is not a portion of Phase 1II, but will be accomplished during Phase IV.
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SECTION 4
CONCLUSIONS

The following conclusions can be drawn from the results of the
Phase II program.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

A simulation study of the complete adaptive control
system has indicated that the basic logic design is
satisfactory, and that the method of steepest ascent
fs superior to the trial-and-error approach as an
optimizing strategy. The system operation should
converge upon feed/speed settings which result in
optimum performance, and should be capable of
functioning properly in the presence of drift and
noise,

All of the data manipulation required in the adap-
tive controller can be implemented with standard
analog and digital electronic circuitry, There is
no requirement for development of any special or
highly complex circuits,

The adaptive controller can work directly into an
existing numerical control system by means of a
suitable interface logic. The interface logic is
straightforwardand should pose no inherent problems,

The instrumentation system usedinthe Phase II
metalcutting program was adequate, but could be
improved somewhat. In particular, the spindle
torque dynamometer was too limited in maximum
allowable torque to enable testing over a wide range
of cutting conditions, Other areas in which improve-
ments should be sought include the dynamic response
(rigidity) of the torque measuring system, the signal-
noise quality of the temperature signal, and the
measurement of true surface rnicrofinish. The
Profilometer gage used for microfinish measure-
ments is limited in bandwidth and does not provide

a true picture of the surface profile.
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(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

An empirical equation has been developed for the
calculation of tool wear rate as a function of metal
removal rate and the measured variabies temperature
and torque. The validity of this equation has been
examined for a large body of data. and it 18 concluded
that the equation is sufficiently accurate for use 1n
the first model of the adaptive control system. The
general approach used to obtain thi1s equation 18
believed to be applicable over a wider range of cutting
conditions than was usted 1in the Phase 1l experimental
program.

A set of parameters to be constrained within maximum
and/or minimum values has been selected. The purpose
of these conatrainta are to assure production of accept-
able parts and to protect the machine and cutter from
overloads. Experimental data was used to aid in the
selection of these parameters and to determine reason-
able values for the maximum and minimum limit
settings.

Development of a technique for on-line measurement

of surface microfinish will require additional experi-
mental work. The data obtained to date haa not shown

a significant correlation between the microfiniah and
any of the measured variables. It is believed that
improvements are required in the method of measuring
true microfinish. as well as 1n the proceasing of tool
vibration signals. Until a suitable measurement techni-
que is developed. a conatraint on maximum tool vibration
amplitude will be used to minimize chatter and thereby
maintain at least an upper bound on the microfinish.

The average tool-tip temperature 18 a key parameter
in the on-line measurement of process performance
Sensing of this parameter by the tool-work thermo-
couple technique is feasible without direct connection
to the tool-tip, for a carbide tool and 4140 ateel work-
piece material. Its use for other tool-workpiece
combinations would have to be verified experimentally.
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HECTION 5
i OMMENDATIONS

.~ £t .is o $?hase |1 ana the conclusions given in Section4,

K4 ':‘:",‘/I'//"“"‘I:a-'-"ln5 are made.

. Gk 00, €00 should be continued through Phase II1.
& ses ity vy date indicate that the basic system
fts 50 e woiind and that reasonable on-line mea-
c resrent ,f o key performance factor, the tool wear
czte, .s fezsible. Consequently there is a high
reygree of confidence that the adaptive controller will
.= 2. & v rumterially improve performance, at least
<Ak r vre cutting conditions tested to date.

Tze experimental program should be continued, to
Lxien” 1ne range of cutting conditions and to develop
z eCnn :_ae for on-line measurement of surface

c:>-icated 2nd used for the remainder of the project.
of these methods would enable the measure-

=t of high cutting torques, thereby allowing the

range of allowable cutting conditions to be expanded.

't
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™ot surface finish tests, the measurement of actual
~sioTofinish should be made with an instrument capa-

RIS o:’ ccordmg the true surface profile. This would
sble direct comparison of the surface profile with

‘he tool vibration signal which should help to isolate

‘he characteristics of the vibration signal which are

<elated to the true surface finish.

Soace fooi-fip temperature data was found to be an
suportant parametey an the calculation of tool wear
rate the practicahty of this measurement should be
piher imestigated o dn the Phase 1l tests, it was
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found possible to obtain satisfactory signals without
direct connection of the thermocouple lead to the tool-
tip. The approach should be further verified to
determine the degree of information loss inherent

in this technique. Also, the tool-work thermocouple
effect should be investigated for a number of different
tool-workpiece combinations to determine its range
of applicability.
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APPENDIX I
DETAILS OF EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

MACHINE

The machine used for the test program was a tape-controlled three-
spindle Model BL-D Pratt & Whitney Keller. The machine is equipped
with a Bendix DynaPath three-axis numerical control system having a
pulse value of 0.0002 inches. The lower apindle was modified by replacing
the electric apindle motor with a variable speed hydraulic drive system.
The hydraulic motor was a Vickers Type 3913 with a manifold mounted
servo valve driven by a specially installed hydraulic power supply.

The hydraulic power supply was capable of driving the spindle motor
over a speed range of zero to 2000 rpm. The hydraulic motor was
mounted on a special rear bearing cap in line with the bottom spindle of
the machine. A photograph of the machine waus shown in Figure 2-11,
Section 2.3.].

SPINDLE ADAPTER

The instrumented spindle adapter was designed and fabricated by

Ray Data Corporation of Columbus, Ohlo. Photographs of the adapter
were shown in Figures 2-12 and 2-13, Section 2.3,1. A cut-away drawing
of the adapter is shown in Figure 1.1, The adapter is of a heavy duty
conatruction and mounts on the spindle nose of the milling machine in
place of the standard tool holder. The tool holder and cutting tool are
mounted on the front end of the unit together with a wire lead fastened

to the tool to complete the thermocouple teamperature circuit.

The main components in the adapter are a torque flexure element
and a slip ring and brush assembly., The flexure and slip ring assembly
are an integral part of the drive shaft extending through the center of the
adapter. At the front end of the adapter the drive shaft is held by a pair
of angular contact bearings mounted to take both thrust and radial loads.
All of the cutting torque is transamitted through the flexure section of
the shaft. Two semiconductor strain gages are cemented to both ends
of one of four arms in the flexure,

-
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Figure [-1 - Experimental Metalcutting Instrumentation System

The slip ring assembly is of a low-noise construction using gold
plated rings and brushes. The assembly contains four alip rings; three
are connected to the strain gage circuit and one to the cutting tool for
completion of the tool-workpiece thermocouple. The slip rings and
brushes are completely enclosed by the housing of the adapter to shield
the sliding components from metal chips and accidental damage.

SENSORS

In the experimental program, three sensors were used to monitor
the dynamic performance of the peripheral milling process. Cutting
torque, average tool-tip temperature, and tool vibration were selected as
the measured variables for the program.’:‘ These variables were recorded
during the metalcutting tests and later analyzed to determine their cor-
relation with the actual performance of the machine. A schematic
diagram of the overall instrumentation system is shown in Figure I-1,

The selection of these three quantities was based upon a detailed
consideration of the metalcutting literature, plus some preliminary
experimentation with other variables such as spindle motor hydraulic

pressure and tool deflection.
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Cutting torque was measured by means of a strain gage bridge,
as shown in the figure. The strain gage elements were cemented to
arms of the flexure element in the spindle adapter. Kulite-Bytrex type
DB-112 semiconductor strain gages were selected as torque sensors
because these silicon gages have a zero temperature coefficient of gage
factor when bonded to steel and also have excellent linearity, The DB-
112 gages have a nominal resistance of 120 ohms and a gage factor of
58. A torsional strain produced on the flexure element by the cutting
action of the tool changes the resistance of the atrain gagea, The change
in resistance is a measure of the cutting torque and is detected by un-
balance of the bridge circuit. The strain gage leads are brought out
from the flexure element by three slip rings mounted on the drive shaft
of the adapter.

Average tool-tip temperature was measured by the tool-workpiece
thermocouple method, The tool and workpiece, being dissimilar matala,
generate an elactromotive force (emf) which is a function of the tempera-
ture of their junction. The voltage developed at the junction was ampli-
fled by a low-noise d-c amplifier and recorded for analysis, One of the
slip rings in the adapter was used to bring out the lead from the tool.
Initially the wire was brazed to one tooth in the cutter, However, this
proved to beburdensome since the tool had to be removed repeatedly
for wear land measurement. After some investigation, it waa found that
the wire could be fastened directly to the tool holder without noticeably
degrading the quality of the temperature signal, The lead at the work-
piece was fastened to the metal with a screw and lock washer at the bottom
of the ateel plate. The tool-workplece thermocouple was not calibrated
for the cutting tests since the absolute measurement accuracy is not
critical in this system. It is only necessary to know the correlation
between relative changes in thermocouple emf and tool wear,

Tool vibration was measured with a crystal accelerometer mounted
on the spindle adapter.in the horizontal plane just behind the toul holder,
The accelerometer, United Aerotronics Corporation, Model 110-50, had a
sensitivity of 28 millivolts per g. A buffer a-c amplifier was used
between the accelerometer and the magnetic tape recorder.

SPINDLE DRIVE SERVO

Performance of the experimental program required a variable
speed spindle drive. To accomplish this, the normal 25 hp electric
motor in the milling machine was replaced by a Vickers 3913
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hydraulic motor. The motor was controlled by a servo valve drive with

a power amplifier. Preliminary milling tests with open-loop speed
control revealed that the too. velocity would fluctuate as much as thirty
percent during a single run, These fluctuations were probably due to
hard spots in the steel workpiece. To eliminate this velocity fluctua~
tion, a servo loop was placed around the spindle drive. A d-c tachometer,
Servo-Tek Products Company, type SA-740A-2, was mounted on the

front end of the adapter. The tachometer shaft was driven with a friction
wheel off the rotating tool holder. The output from the tachometer was
fed back to the servo amplifier where it was compared witi the desired
speed control voltage. The spindle drive servo loop i8 shown in Figure -1,
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APPENDIX II

DETAILS OF SIMULATION STUDY

A simulation study of the adaptive control system was performed
on an IBM 650 digital computer according to the system block diagram

shown in Figure

-1,

L]
The input to the DynaPath Controller is shown to be a feed and a
sapindle speed command, with initial values f-set and V-set. These
initial values are simply setpoints. Feed and spindle servo dynamics
wera represented by first-order lags having time constants ) and 73,
rospoctively. The values of these, as well as other constants employed

CONSTRAINT
e W
1Y) '
ACCUMULATOR %8y
(.onr | 1. ACTUAL
ne! v SPINDLE SPRAD INCREMENT, & V
i ACTUAL | CONSTRAWT
AL Tl J VIOLATION
T4 v a DETRCTOR PUED INCREMENT, A |
v
ALY TaToY _I
CONSTRAINT
FIGUAR OF LooIC
> MERIT,
YOOL - WORK INTERPACE
HP = Cyf*V | mataL ramovar PERFURMANCI
MRR = '-z‘V‘ RATE MRR ) COMPUTER WOVE
TR = C (o) TOOL WEAR . uzes
oot RR ____ —_—
> RATE, TWR He -
RAALPY
ORIFT Kyof - [rwR] o)
e v
b — S NoE .
PROCHESS
CONSTANTS

COosT
CONSTANTS

P 1792

IYigure TI-1 - Simulation Block Diagram
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Table [I-1 - Simulation Constants

MACHINE

" " FEED TIME-CONSTANT = 0.025 SEC

n " SPINDLE TIME -CONSTANT = 0.050 SEC

TOOL - WORK
INTERFACE

TWR = TOOL WEAR RATE (IN/MIN) = €, (°V)!/n
€y = 1839 x 1078

a =08

n =03

MRR = METAL REMOVAL RATE (IN3/MIN) = Co#V
C; =0.28

HP = HORSEPOWER = Cy(*V

Cy »0. U

e =09

PERFORMANCE
COMPUTER

H = PIOURE OF MERIT s ——MRR —

Ky »E(";:’ ] [Twi] o)

O(r) = 3% PERIODIC DRIFT OR 0.5% RANDOM NOISE
Ky = DIRECT LABOR RATE + OVERHEAD RATE = $40/HR = $.67/MIN

INITIAL TOOL COST
K2 = COST PERGRIND + ~or = UNBRR OF REGRINDS ' 00

+ = TIME TO CHANGE TOOLS » 2.0 MIN

8 = BASE OF FIGURE OF MERIT = 10

W, = MAX. ALLOWABLE WEAR LAND = 0.030 IN.

STRATEGY
LOGIC

K; = af EXPLORATION = 0.0007 IN/REV
Ky = AV EXPLORATION = 10 REV/MIN
K3 = Af GRADIENT CONSTANT = 0.01
K4 = AV GRADIENT CONSTANT = 1000
T, = STRATEGY MOYE TIME = 0.190 SEC
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in the study, are listed in Table 1I-1. The tool-work interface was
simulated using empirical relations obtained from published experi-
meontal results.4 A modified Taylor tool-life expression5 was used to
simulate tool wear rate (TWR), and noise and drift were introduced in
the form of perturbations to this quantity.

The simulated adaptive controller consisted of a performance
computer, a constraint violation detector, and the strategy and conatraint
logic as shown in Figure [I-1. Rather simple strategy and constraint
logic were used during initial runs; subsequently the logic was modified
and made more sophisticated for the purpoase of improving performance,

Twenty-six saimulated runs were made on the computer with the
tool-work interface constanta chosen to represent the following work-
piece, cutter, and cut geometry:

Workpiece: carbon steel, Brinell hardneas = 300
Cutter; carbide, 4 teoth, 1 inch diameter
Cut: depth = 1/8 inch, width = 1 inch

Differant combinations of feed and apeed setpoints, constraint. limits,
drift, and noise were used In different runs in order to test various
features of the adaptive controller logic. The base of the figure of
merit, B, was chosen equal to 1.0 for mosat of the runa, so that the
atrategy functioned to minimize the coat por piece.l Cost constants
were selected to be typical of a numerically controlled milling operation,

Convergence of Strategles

As originally conceived, neither the method of steepcst ascent
(MSA) nor the trial-and-error strategy6 converged to the optimum feed/
speed combination in an efficient manner.

The original MSA strategy consisted of feed and speed exploratory
moves, the directions of which were always positive and independent of
the response surface. Although the gradient move which followed was
in the proper direction for steepest ascent of the surface, it was possible
for the progress of this move to be more than offset by the exploratory
moves in regions near the optimum point. Thus a true optimum could
not always be reached. This situation was corrected by including pro-
vision for adjustment of the exploratory move direction such that these
moves always tended to aid the progress of the gradient move., The -
resulting flow diagram for the MSA strategy is that shown in Figure 2-8,
Scction 2.2.5.
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The trial-and-error strategy originally used a atep size adjust-
ment criterion which resulted in periodic overshoot past the optimum
peint and did little to imprave the efficiency of the strat‘egy. The {flow
diagram of the trail-and-error strategy modified to exclude this feature
is identical to that of Figure 2-8 with the gradient move deleted.

The response surface or hill which was determined by choice of
the various simulation constants is represented by a map of constant
figure-of-merit contours as shown in Figure I1-2. The hill is ridge-
shaped, having a gentle upward slope from lower right to upper left
along the ridge, and a rather steep slope on either side of the ridge.
Since optimization was with respect to cost, the figure of merit
associated with each contour has the units cubic inches per dollar and
thus its magnitude is directly proportional to the number of pleces pro-
duced per dollar when operating along that contour.

A number of runs were made with both strategies in order to
study their convergency capabilities. Results were evaluated by com=
paring the time required by each for ascent to the optimum operating
point, given the same starting point. Since the height of the ridge con-
tinucusly increases in the positive f direction, operation was limited by
a maximum feed constraint at 0.024 inch per revolution to establish a
well-defined optimum. Figure [I-3 shows plots of runs from three
typical starting points for the drift-free and noise-free case. All three
runs are shown for the MSA strategy, and one run is shown for the trial.
and-error strategy. The other two trial-and-error runs look quite
similar to the MSA runs. The results of these runs are summarized
below.

Starting Time for MSA Time for Trial-and-Error
Point Strategy to Converge Strategy to Converge
A 6.9 sec 6.2 sec
B 11.6 sec 9.6 sec
o 12.3 se- 16.4 sec

It may be noted that the trial-and-error strategy performed more
efficiently from starting points A and B, while the MSA strategy did
better from point C. This result was as expected, and was caused by
the relative ineffectiveness of the gradient move in regions of small
slope such as A and B.  When allowed to function in regions of steeper
slope such as C, the value of the gradient move became apparent. This
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is illustrated by Figure II-3, which shows the progress of each strategy
from starting point C as a function of time. The uppermost plot in this
figure indicates an initial figure of merit of 4.14 cubic inches of metal
removed per dollar, and a final value of 5.42 cubic inches per dollar.
These correspond to the setpoint and optimum values reapectively, and
indicate an over-all cost savings of 31 percent effected by the adaptive
controller in this case {this assumea 5,42 to be the average optimum
figure of merit).

A more realistic evaluation was made by considering the effects
of drift (continuous movement of the peak of the hill) and noise on the
ability of each strategy to converge. Although drift and noise would
occur simultaneousnly in the real case, the effecta of each were treated
separately in the simulation atudy. Figure II-4 shows the paths followed
by each strategy from starting point C in the drift-free case with noise.
It can be seen that for trial-and-error strategy, operation proceeded up
to the ridge, at which point the strategy became confused by the noise
and was no longer able to function properly. The result was that optimi-
zation proceeded as if a maximum feed constraint were present at
0.0197 inch per revolution. Figure lI-5 shows analogous plots for the
nolse-free case with drift.™ In this case, the trial-and-error atrategy

amas %:ltn?-omo -‘ h'&“u‘l#d'b" maa TRIAL-AND. IRROR WRTHOD

\ " A " \

A
N\

N o
8 378 40 48 4.5
01 -

<
01 \ ?
1000 1400 1800 100 €400 00 %00 1400 1800 0o 200 00
Y, SPINDLE SPEED (REVOLUTIONS/MINUTE) ~—» ¥, SPINDLE SPEED (REVOLUTIONS/MINUTE) ~~s

Figure 1I-4 - Effects of Noise on Strategy Figure II-5 - Effects of Drift

Convergence on Strategy Convergence

*The contour map shown is actually the mear map about which the
actlal map oscillates with a period of 1.05 second.
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would ultimately have converged to the optimum point if given sufficient
time. The MSA strategy performed satisfactorily in the presence of
both drift and noise. The results of these runs are summarized as
follows:

Time for Trial-and-
Type of Starting Time for Method of Steepest Error Strategy

Run Point Ascent to Conyerge to Converge
Noise C 23.7 sec Neyer
Drift c 23.1 sec 30.0 + sec

Drift-Following Capabilities

Consideration was given in the previous section to the effect which
drift has on the over-all convergence ability of each atrategy. Such an
effect may be considered as macroscopic with respect to the adaptive
controller. This section deals with the transient, or microscopic effect
of drift, and considers the short term capabilities of sach strategy to
respond to comparatively rapid changes in the proceas equations.

For small-signal a-c perturbations of the milling process, the
controller may be thought of as a low-pass filter having attenuation
characteristice governed by the strategy rules and execution rate.
These characteristics were studied by cyclically perturbing the quantity
TWR with a triangular wave, D(t), and noting the effect on V(t). Flgure
I1-6 is a plot of the results of such a test. As shown in the figure, the
period D(t) is 1.05 seconds which is equivalent to exactly 10.5 strategy
moves (1 move =100 maec). The results are summarized below,

Frequency of Calculated Max. Actual Average
Perturbation Response in V(t) Response in V{t)

. Trial-and-
Error Strategy 0.953 cps 50 RPM 22.5 RPM
MSA Strategy 0.953 cps 50 RPM 40.0 RPM

It is seen that the MSA strategy was more responsive to the given
perturbation, Thus, it'has a higher cut-off frequency and is capable of
handling more rapid process variations than the trial-and-error
strategy.
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Figure 11-6 - Effects of Small-Signal Perturbation on Speed and Feed

Stability of Closed Loop

Two potential sources of system instability are (1) the existence
of dynamic lags in the process which are long compared to the strategy
execution rate and cause conventional aervo inatability;. (2) the mis-
matching of the strategy and constraint correction logics so that they
are mutually self-defeating and cause oscillatory "loops' to occur. A
review of metalcutting literature indicates that dynamic lags in the
actual milling process are quite small and are not likely to cause
instabilities of the firat type. The second type did occur, however, as
a result of the initial choice of rules for the constraint correction logic.

An example of the type of oscillatory loop which occurred is as
follows:

(a) An f-maximum constraint violation resulted during
an f-exploration due to a +f increment.

i
(b) Operation switched to the constraint correction sub-
routine which removed the violation by executing a
-f increment.
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(c) Strategy operation was removed with another +f{
increment, causing a second f-maximum constraint
violation.

(d) The pattern repeats indefinitely.
In order to eliminate the possibility of such loops occurring, the logic
was modifidd so that a step which resulted in a previous violation can-

not be repeated upon exit from the correction subroutine,

Effectivenesa of Constraint Violation Logic

A number of runs were made using the modified constraint logic
for the purpose of evaluating its performance under a variety of
situations., Figure I1-7 is an example of one such run. This illustrates
an MSA run in which operation is shown to proceed up to the maximum
horsepower boundary, at which point a constraint violation occurs,

The system then alternates between the constraint subroutine and the
strategy subroutine, proceeding along the horsepower boundary until
the maximum feed constraint is reached. The optimum point for this
case is thus determined by the intersection of the horsepower and feed
constraints.
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Figure 11-7 - Plot of Steepest Ascent Run with
Feed and Horsepower Constraints
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The constraint logic functioned satisfactorily in all except two
types of violation situations. In one of these, the optimum operating
point was determined by the intersection of a maximum horsepower and
a minimum spindle speed constraint, while in the other it was desired
to travel along the horsepower constraint in the downward, rather than
upward direction. Fortunately, neither of the above situations is expected
to arise in practice, and they may be avoided entirely with proper choice
of constraint limits and initial setpoints.
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