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FOREWORD 

The statistical information contained in this study was 
originally prepared as part of a comprehensive examination by 

Headquarters USAF of the past and present role of tactical 

aviation. The extensive effort required to assemble this data 

seemed to warrant an additional effort to prepare it for pub¬ 

lication as a historical study for use throughout the Air Force 

ana elsewhere. Continuing requests for such data have already 
Justified this decision. 

In the main, this is a compilation of statistical data on 
combat operations in World War II and the Korean War. The brief 

narratives preceding the statistical tables are intended pri¬ 

marily as background information. All of the major theaters of 
operations are included. 

The statistical coverage varies greatly from theater to 

theater because of the differences in the quantity and type of 

information available. The particular statistics required for 

the original compilation often could not be found in any ex¬ 

isting overall compilations. This made it necessary to use 

theater sources of information on a large scale. For some the¬ 

aters, individual daily missions for periods up to a year were 

examined and statistical tables compiled therefrom. Accordingly, 

a number of the tables represent original contributions to the 

knowledge of tactical air operations in World War II. 

This study was prepared by the following members of the 
USAT Historical Division: 

Joseph W. Angelí, Jr. 
Littleton B. Atkinson 

Lee Bowen 

Charles H. Hildreth 

George F. Lemmer 

Robert D. Little 

Arthur K. Marmor 

Max Rosenberg 

David Schoem 

Wilhelmine Burch 

Mary Catherine Elward 
Alfred Goldberg 

Jacob Van Staaveren 
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I. NORTH AFRICAN CAMPAIGN, NOVEMBER 1?42 - MAY 1943 

uxlied military operations in French North Africa began on 8 November 

1942 with Operation Torch—the landing of American apd British forces in 

Morocco and Algeria. Their objective was to secure quick control of these 

French territories by seizing the key cities and surrounding installations. 

They then proposed to advance into Tunisia before the Axis could send forces 

there in effective numbers. The invaders, divided into three task forces, 

totaled about 107,000 men. To oppose them the French had available ground 

forces of about the same number plus strong fortifications at several points, 

but most of their equipment was obsolescent, they were not well deployed 

for action against an Invader, and their attitude was mixed and irresolute. 

Carrier-based aircraft of the three supporting Allied naval task forces 

would provide the principal air support for the initial assaults. The French 

could muster an air opposition of about 350 aircraft, and Axis aircraft 

based in Sicily would also be able to attack the Eastern Tbsk Force.^ 

Allied landings began at 0100 on 8 November; strong resistance made 

it quickly apparent that secret negotiations to secure the adherence of 

French military leaders had failed. Nevertheless, at Algiers the Allied 

forces made rapid progress; by the end of the first day they had won French 

agreement to a cessation of fighting and Allied control of the city. The 

other two Allied task forces also made substantial advances in the Casablanca- 

Port Lyautey sector and near Oran, which they captured on 10 November. 

Fighting ceased in all areas on 11 November when the local French commanders 

negotiated an armistice. A key factor in shortening the fighting was the 



unexpected presence in Algiers of Adir,. Jean Darían, Commander in Chief of 

the Armed Forces of Vichy France, who decided to swing over to the Allies 

and influenced other civil and military leaders to follow him. During the 

fighting carrier-based naval aircraft and land-based aircraft from Gibral¬ 

tar operated effectively in silencing strongpoints, disrupting the French 

air resistance, and interdicting the deployment and reinforcement of French 

forces.^ 

Although Allied losses were not unduly heavy, considering the size of the 

operation, tne delay in Algeria and Morocco, together with the wavering 

attitude of the French leaders in Tunisia, permitted th'< Lie mans to recover 

from their tactical surprise and rush troops by air to Tunis, beg! ting 

on 9 November. On the same day the Allies abandoned plans for a seizure 

by parachute and commando troops of Tunis and Blzsrte and prepared for an 

overland advance of 400 miles against the Tunisian strongholds. Meanwhile, 

the two Allied air forces—the American Twelfth and the British Eastern 

Air Command—began a buildup. Although the Twelfth numbered 1,244 air¬ 

craft (71 squadrons) and the Eastern Air Command 454 aircraft (25 squadrons), 

it was possible to bring only a fraction of these to North Africa during 

the first few weeks because of the lack of hard-surfaced airfields. Conse¬ 

quently, the Germans, operating from airfields near Tunis and in Sicily, 

held air superiority i Tunisia during the crucial engagements of December 

1942. Although aided by several successful airborne and seaborne landings, 

the extemporized Allied land advance from Algiers was turned back outside 

DJedeida, about 15 miles from Tunis, by relatively small Axis forces brought 

in from Italy.^ 

During the winter of 1942-43 both sides built up their forces in Tunisia, 



J 

and the Allies carried out an extensive program of airfield construction. 

In February, Rommel’s anny, retreatir g westward from Libya ahead of Mont¬ 

gomery's Eighth Army, Joined with the Axis forces in Tunisia and launched 

an offensive that pierced the American lines at Kasserine Pass. Though 

momentarily threatening, the drive reached no vital point, and withdrawal 

followed.^ 

Meanwhile, in late February the tactical air units of the Twelfth Air 

Force and the Eastern Air Command were removed from the control of ground 

comnanders and consolidated with other tactical and strategic air units, 

Including the Western Desert Air Force in Libya, into one cohesive force 

capable of integrated action« The resulting Northwest African Air Forces 

(NAAF) consisted of tactical, strategic, and coastal forces. During March 

and April 1943 the new organization, in part by abandoning air umbrellas 

over ground units in favor of attacks on enemy airdromes, gradually sup¬ 

pressed the German tactical air effort. NAAF and the Allied naval forces 

pursued a campaign of interdiction that resulted in the near strangulation 

of Axis supply lines between Italy and Tunisia. Axis sea and air tonnage 

fell from a high of 35,500 in January to 23,000 in April, as against an 

estimated need of at least 90,000 per month.^ 

The British Eighth Army repulsed the last important Axis offensive 

early in March, and on 20 March the Allied forces began a series of attacks 

which first outflanked the Màreth Line in the south and then pushed the 

Axis forces back into northern Tunisia. %ctical air forces harried the 

retreating e:;«ny, destroying more than 200 vehicles. By 23 April, NAAF 

had secured air superiority; enemy tactical aircraft had ceased to be a 

significant military factor, and the Germans had begun a partial evacuation 
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Of th. ™.un airfields. ^ tho ,prlng llr.grclmd 

bf tactical aircraft oonalat«. lar*.* of difficult and not alwa7. .„cc.a- 

ful pinpoint bombing of cone«!«, enaiqjr po.itlon. in bm*«, country. * 

chang, cam. on th. climactic day of 6 May uh«, th. Northu.at African -be¬ 

tid Air Fore, flau mor. than 2,000 ,orti,a to blanket an an» four mil., 

long by thr,. and one-half wid. ah.ad of th. Brltiah Firat A^y-a 

Atuck. bnd.r th, cono.rt«. air-ground .ffort th. Aria d.f«,.,, diaint.- 

Frat«,. puni, and Bla.rt. fall on 7 May, Md * 13 *y .11 ,lan«ita 

arrmdor«!. 1,. bag of 275,000 priaon.ra ropreaentcui th. larg.at 

»logl, Axi. loa. up to that time. 0y.r 6« daamg^ aircraft r.™l„od 0„ 

the captured airfields.6 



TABLE 1 

— lgl*£ VMïer gampalgn 

âillsâ Mr Opdojp of game—¿ Jan 

fighters 
0®aufighteP8 
Fighter—borabers 
light bombers 
Medium bombers 
Heavy bombers 
General recon 
Photo recon 
Transports 

RAF 

144 
20 
23 
11 
20 

30 
3 

251 

Twelfth AF 

149 

22 
41 
35 

3 
-22. 
273 

Fighters 

«outhepn IUI,,, 

ME-109 
FW-190 150 

Bombers 

JU-Ô8 

Italian 
225 

Bombers 
Fighters 560 

somcE, Hi.t, Wh AP ^ AfrlM> n 
11-12. 
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TABLE 2 

Tun13Ian Spring Campaign 

SÎHSLKÎjl—Northwest African 'factlcal Air Force. 21 Mar L¿ 

A/C 

Units 

RAFâ USAApb Total 

248 319 567 

15 sqs 5 sqs 
2 sqs 

a. RAF had 9 Spitfire, 4 Bisley, & 2 Hurribomber sqs. 

b. USAAF had 2 Spitfire, 1 P-39, 1 P-40, 1 A-20 epa; 2 P-39 Oban sqs. 
By 1 May, 1 B~25 gp & 1 P-39 gp had been added—40 more planes. 

Strength—Northwest African Strategic Air Force. 21 Mar 42 

A/C 

Units 

RAF! 

24 

2 sqs 

USAAFb 

383 

7 gps 

Total 

407 

a. RAF had 2 Wellington sqs. 

b. USAAF had 2 B-17, 2 B-25, 1 B-26, & 2 P-38 gps. 
By 1 May, 1 B-26, 2 B-17» & 1 P-40 gps had been added—174 more 
planes, totaling 581 A/C. 

SOURCE: Hist, 12th AF in Northwest Africa, II, 34, 36. 



TABLE 3 

l!g3£th Air Forco in Worth Africa 
MSI âM U»St Aircraft CLaimed Destroyed and Damaged 

19A2 

Jan A3 

Feb 43 

Mar 43 

Apr 43 

May 43 

TOTAL 

Eh«gy Aircraft 

Pest Prob Dost Eamd 

U.S, Aircraft 

Peat Dmgd 

95 27 39 

178 59 82 

129 47 83 

191 64 105 

332 81 130 

_J02 JE. _22 

1,227 351 538 

77 

92 

97 

92 

158 

12¿ 
641 

35 

51 

45 

89 

83 

-6¿ 

368 

SOURCE 12th AF Monthly Statistical Summary 



TABLE 4 

Aircraft Loases Claimed. North Africa 
6 Nov 1242 to 14 1242 

In the air 

8 Nov-18 Feb 

Pest Prob Pest Dmgd Total 

By 12th AF 
By EAC 

19 Feb-14 May 

384 127 166 677 
255 55 160 470 

By NAAF 
By WDAF 

772 

-M 
472 1,471 
Ik _¿21 
965 3,139 

On the «round 

8 Nov 42-14 May 43 

Transports 
Bombers 
Fighters 

TOTAL 

147 
221 

1,004 

115 
23 
68 

205 

2,718 460 1,171 

262 
244 

.JM 
1,210 

4,349 

SOURCE: Hist, 12th AF in Northwest Africa, n, 53-54 



TABLE 5 

Cargo ships 

Naval ships 

Naval aux 

Mise 

TOTAL 

Tonnage 

Ms* SMsM ssâ üsëmM, HàM. 
Î fe Ml - U May 19A3 

Sanie Prob Sunk Efciutd 

28 31 46 

16 15 19 

30 17 10 

£k J¿ 
116 84 118 

113,650 131,750 235,350 

Total 

105 

50 

57 

106 

318 

460,750 

n. SOURCE: Hist, 12th AF In Northwest Africa, 54 
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TABLE 6 

âk ?orçe ifl Mort h Africa 
MÛ TsM. oí Bomba Droppad 

19A2 

Jan 43 

Feb 43 

Mar 43 

Apr 43 

May 43 

TOTAL 

MiasIona Eff Sortlea 

908 4,18! 

607 3,660 

508 3,413 

744 6,979 

1.002 12,003 

U.579 

4,893 41,815 

ijpucff Sortlea Tonnage 

1°9 1,264 

82 1,336 

234 1,006 

459 1,653 

451 3,409 

—22§. 6.022 

1,711 14,850 

SOURCE 12th AF Monthly Statistical Smnary 
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TABLE 7 

Twelfth Air Force In North Africa 
Tona of Bomba bj Type o£ Target 

Target 1242 
Jan Feb 

¿241 
Mar Apr 

Total 

Airdrome a 
Highwaya 
Rallroada 
Rail yards 
Porta & baaea 
Cities & towns 
Troop cone 
Motor tmap 
Signal fclty 
Utilities 
Industry 
Shipping 
Targets/oppor 
Other 
Dumps 

TOTAL TONNAGE 

255 
1 

66 

9.13 
3 
9 

1 
1 
8 

_I 

1,264 

191 
20 

163 
52 

535 
56 

131 
14 

18 

145 
11 

1,336 

313 
18 
62 

392 

97 
38 

163 

_1 

1,086 

414 

89 

497 

98 
28 

527 

1,653 

1,119 
2? 
42 
84 

890 
41 

439 
154 

666 
8 

17 

3,489 

1,326 3,618 
70 138 

125 547 
274 410 

1,162 4,389 
1,370 1,470 

473 1,247 
131 365 

1 1 
23 41 

241 241 
712 2,214 
42 ¿2 

6 31 
_66 _26 

6,022 14,850 

SOURCE: 12th AF Monthly Statistical Sunmary 
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II. CONQUEST OF SICILY, JULY - AUGUST 19^ 

M the Casablanca Conference in January 1943 the British and Ameri¬ 

cans had decided to invade Sicily as soon as possible after the conquest 

of Tunisia. North Africa was cleared of enaray forces by 10 May, and 

the island of Pantelleria was bombed into surrendering on 11 June. The 

landing on Sicily was scheduled for 10 July: the British Eighth Amy 

would land on the east coast of Sicily, below Syracuse, and around the 

southeasteminost tip of the island, while the Seventh U.S. Amy would 

land two forces on the south coast, one in the Gela-Sampieri area and 

the other near Licata, farther to tue west. The operation was given the 

code name Husky. 

Northwest Africaq Air Forces (NAAF)—mainly the Northwest African 

Tactical Air Force (NATAF)—carried the burden of air support for the 

Sicilian operation. The Allies had available for this operation about 

900 fighters, 570 medium and light bombers, and 180 heavy bombers. 

The Allied air plan for covering the landings was divided into three 

parts: counterair attacks to neutralize or disperse enemy air forces; 

attacks on conmunicationa and transportation to deny reinforcements and 

supplies to the eneny; close support to cover the landings and assist 

2 
the ground forces. 

The first phase of the air attack destroyed much of the enemy* s air 

strength and caused him to disperse his air units. Between 15 June and 

9 July, NAAF planes dropped 5,140 tons of bombs on airfields in Sicily and 
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Italy. By the end of June the eneny had suffered euch heavy looses that, 

he began to move hie air units out of Sicily. To prevent reestabliohment 

of enemy air strength in Sicily before the landing, the Allies made heavy 

attacks on airfields in Italy, around Capua, Foggia, and Naples. For the 

whole Sicilian campaign, the Allied air forces claimed about 800 enemy 

planes destroyed.^ 

As the neutralization of enemy air etrength progreseed, NAAF turned 

its attention to communication and transportation facilities, ihe first 

step was to impair ferry service across the Strait of Messina to isolate 

Sicily from the mainland. At the end of June a raid on the marshalling 

yards at Messina began a series of attacks which completely demolished 

Messina station, yards, and buildings at the harbor and ferry terminal . 

Attacks extended as far north as Naples, and Allied planes continuously 

covered the Messina Strait area to cut off reinforcements.^ 

Direct air support of the ground forces took three forms—troop 

carrier operations, protection of the landings, and attacks on eneny 

strongpoints and materiel. The Allies used 370 aircraft to drop 7,160 

paratroops and 149 gliders to land nearly 2,100 troops in Sicily. Al- 

tkmgh these helped speed up the advance, the airborne operations were 

generally considered too costly to be worthwhile.5 

On D-day 10 July—NAAF planes flew nearly 1,100 sorties to protect 

the landings and hit enery forces behind the beaches. Only 12 of the 

3,000 ships bringing American and British troops to Sicily were sunk by 

eneny air action, although it had been feared that as many as 300 might 

be lost. During the first week after the landings the Allied fighters 

and fighter-bcmbers exerted their main effort on roads, railways, and 
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other target» behind the enemy line»; they also struck gun positions, ra¬ 

dar stations, and supply centers. Because the armies advanced so rapidly, 

there could be little close air support, although there were some outstand¬ 

ing examples of this later, particularly at Randazzo and Troina. From IB 

July to 6 August, Tactical Air Force planes flew 265 fighter-bomber, 97 

light bomber, and 12 medium bomber sorties against Troina. 

Ehamy daylight air activity practically ceased by 14 July. On the 

13th the Allies occupied the first of six airfields in Sicily, and by the 

17th they were operating from five of them. When the Germans renewed 

bomber raids infrequently in the first two weeks of August, Allied fighters 

foiled most of the attacks so that the damage inflicted was small.0 

After a counterattack of 11-12 July failed, the Germans fought to 

hold a line based on Mt. Etna while they evacuated their forcea across the 

Strait of Messina. Allied armies broke this line, supported by devastating 

air attacks against such strongholds as Catania, Troina, and Randazzo, and 

occupied all Sicily by 17 August. The Germans managed to evacuate most of 

their troops, ferrying them across to Italy at night under cover of extreme¬ 

ly heavy flak. Allied aircraft sank many enemy ships but could not stop the 

7 
withdrawal. ' 

The capture of Sicily, coupled with heavy bombardment of the Italian 

peninsula, brought ruin to the government of Benito Mussolini, who fell 

from power on 25 July. His successors sued for peace and signed an armi¬ 

stice on 3 September 1943. But this did not end the campaign in Italy, 

for the Germans had effective control of the country.® 
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TABLE 8 

Air Operations in Sicily 
»uaky - July 1943 

Combat Aircraft Available to Allies 

Fighters 904 

Medium and light bombers 572 

Heavy bombers I82 

TOTAL 1,658 

Combat Aircraft Available to Enemy 
(In Sicily, Sardinia, and Southern Italy) 

Fighters^. 1,160 

Torpedo bombers^- 75 

Long-range bombers- 160 

TOTAL 1,395 

. German and Italian. 

. Italian. 

. German. 

SOURCE: AAF Evaluation Board Report, MTO, Vol II, Pt III, pp 1-3. 
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TABUS 9 

German Air Force Strength in Sicily, April 1242. 

(German Sources) 

1- engine fighters 

2- engine filters 

Total Combat Ready 

345 237 

J2 JZ2 

434 309 

TABUE 10 

CAF Strength in Sicily. Sardinia, and Italy 
May-July 1943 

(German Sources) 

Sicily 

Sardinia 

lk»*L 

415 

80 

1 Jane 

275 

80 

14 June 

315 

115 

IMx. 
290 

175 

10 July 

175 

115 

Central & 
southern Italy 200 

695 

260 

715 

220 

720 

345 

810 

460 

750 

SOURCE: (G VII 10a) 4 (G VII 3) studies by 8 Abteilung, Gen Staff, MU 
Div, July 1944. 



TAB 12 11 

Allied Air Effort In Slcllliin Campaign 
2 Jul to 17 Auk 1942. 

'Bótala Dally Avg 

Sorties 

F imitera 10,604 

Fighter-bombers 5,216 

Medium bombers 7,417 

Heavy bombers 1,833 

Tons Sorties Tons 

272 

2,337 146 55 

8,974 190 230 

5,132 47 331 

SOURCE: AAF Evaluation Board Report, MTO, Vol n, Pt III, p 6 



TABLE 12 

Sicilian Campaign 
3^¿MSáí Bomber Effort of Twelfth Air Force 

2 M to H Aug 12£ 

Total Sorties Percent Tons of Bombs 

Towns and ports 
Airdromes 
Armed reconnaissance 
Barges and beaches 
Gun positions 
Petrol and ammo dumps 
Shipping 
Road and rail Junctions 
Transport concentrations 

3,185 
1,031 

591 
167 
320 

96 
39 

489 

sTm 

53.2 
17.2 
9.9 
2.8 
5.3 
1.6 

.6 
8.2 

-Oil 
100.0 

2,800 
1,081 

306 
123 
209 
43 
41 

403 
_48 
57054 

SOURCE: Hist, 12th AF in Sicily, III, 49. 

TABLE 13 

ISQSSI Aircraft Dwtroyed in Sicilian Campaign 
21 Jm to 17 Aug 1943 

Destroyed in combat: 
Fighters 
Bombers 
Transports 
Total 

Destroyed on the ground: 
Fighters - 
Bombers 
Transports 
Total 

TOTAL gncaqr losses 

222 
35 
36 

293 

204 
257 
-a 
514 

807 

F 4. SOURCE: AAF Evaluation Board Report, MTO, Vol II, Pt HI, 



to MIL JIN' 

'0 PIAM'lZA 

..TO BRFNNER PAifJ 

'S «Vf RON Ai- , 

" - ' paliar1'/ 

.? i 

. -.Sv-ftVÍNtcé 
V TRicsrt ? 

I S T R I A 

'■»PALMA 

f- TO GfNPA\ 

: ^ 
■ 3P£.'l/t^‘ 

',*t-'*MyO£NAí/'- 

"'"'¿roljina j 

Í!drU131c\ y 
vy 

1*9 

H V- 
/ '/ \ !l, ^«JA- 

RIOMBINO^H-^. > 'V/, V '-'í 
^ r~, JCHIUSI'1 • £ OLI ONO 

■'ELBA) , < '|\l \ 

^ SO ROSSE TO ORVlETO V v 

M' “v V'í 
N’K %: 

ORBETELLO.f. Ij ^^“^fRNI 

JyRRflGnifln vTRTE ^ 
O - V \ G ÍV CIVITAVECCHIA 

'7/ avezzaro^Í 

'FOVE — ' ^ 
SULMOA 

I {' ■ i_lir Acrk-.!»-- 

CENTRAL ITALY 

I PRINCIPAL RAIL LINES 



19 

HI. OPERATIONS IN CENTRAL ITALY 
MARCH - AUGUST 1944 

On 15 March 1944 the Mediterranean Allied Air Forcea (MAAF) launched 

a series of attacks to reduce the eneny^s flow of supplies to a level that 

would make it impracticable for him to maintain and operate his forces in 

central Italy. The operation was designated Strangle.* On 11 May the 

Allied air and ground forces began a full-scale offensive against the 

Germans, driving the Tenth and Fourteenth Armies north of Rome and pur¬ 

suing them to the Pisa-Fano line. This operation, designated Diadem, 

ended on 4 August with the capture of Florence and the attainment of most 

other objectives. Strangle-Diadem thus constituted a continuous ai-- 

operation, with the principal shift in tactics occurring on 11 May—from 

almost complete concentration on interdiction to a combination of inter¬ 

diction and close support.^ 

At the beginning of Strangle the German army in central Italy, consist¬ 

ing of 18 divisions, held a series of strong positions across Italy, south 

of Anzio, from Gaeta to Termoli, known as the Gustav Line, with the main 

anchor point at Cassino. The Allies vere divided into two armies—the 

U.S. Fifth and the British Eighth.* They held a considerable numerical 

*AIthough MAAF had attacked German c >mmunications with vigor as a part 
of Operation Shingle during January and February, Strangle represented a 
much higher degree of concentration as well as a shift in the target plan. 
During early March much of MAAF’s striking power had been diverted, over 
the protest of the air cozananders, to saturation bombing of Cassino in prep- 
&ration for an unsuccessful ground assault. The directive for Strangle 
was issued on 19 March, but the operation was actually already under way. 

^Operating under each anqy were siaable contingente from other Allied 
powers. 
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superiority but had not b»«n able to break a stalemate of several months, 

despite the establishment of a beachhead at Anzio behind the Gentian front 

and an intensive series of attacks at Cassino. Following the failure of 

their last massive attack on 15 March, the Allied command determined to 

use its air forces to weaken the German arnçrts ability to supply, reinforce, 

and shift its forces so seriously that it would be unable to resist a 

determined ground attack or conduct a successful withdrawn . Meanwhile, 
2 

Allied ground forces would be refitted and their supply system built up. 

The Mediterranean Allied Tactical Air Force (MATAF) undertook to carry 

out this mission with some assistance in north Italy and along the coasts 

from the Mediterranean Allied Coastal Air Force. During the period covered, 

MATAF controlled an average of about 1,700 operational aircraft and could 

occasionally draw in another 2,000 from the other MAAF cocinan ás. Since 

the Allies held air superiority, the operations of the Luftwaffe constituted 

only a minor annoyance. During Strangle, the main effort was directed 

against rail lines, the most efficient existing means of transportation. 

It differed from previous air interdiction campales, for the Allied planas 

attacked sections of rail lines rather than a particular category such as 

marshalling yards or bridges. When the enemy turned to other means of 

transport, such as motor vehicles and coastwise barges, MAAF also attacked 

these. Ultimately, nearly ail enemy transport movement was confined to 

night.3 

By 24 March, at least two breaks had been established in every north- 

south rail line, so that substantially all enemy supplies south of Florence 

bad to move by alternative means. By the end of March the average numfeai* 

of railroad cuts per day was 25, rising to 75 by mid-May. Total daily 
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transport caj-ability fell from mora than SO,000 tons to below 4,000, capa¬ 

ble of supporting only tie .Uphtest defensive effort/ 

By 11 May the stage was set for Diadem, the combined grourv^-air attack. 

The drive for Rome and the Po Valley began with heavy attacks on the German 

right flank between Cascino and the Mediterranean. Almost immediately the 

Germans experienced critical shortages of amnunition because of lack of 

transport. Forced to attempt day movement of supplies and men by motor 

transport, the Germans lost in excess of 10,000 motor vehicles destroyed 

and damaged by Allied aircraft between 15 March and 22 Juno. During the 

same period the Germans made a precipitate withdrawal of about 200 miles, suf¬ 

fering an estimated 70,000 casualties, about one-third of their forces in 

Italy. Rome fell on 4 June and Florence on 4 August. The retreat stopped 

when the Germans reached a prep red defense zone extending from Pisa to 

Fano. Here they were supported by relatively undamaged supply lines, the 

Allied supply lines were stretched to the limit, and a large part of the 

Allied air strength was drawn off to support the invasion of southern 

France.^ 
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TABLE 14 

MATAF Aircraft. Crova. Sortias. 
Bomb Tonnage. Losses. Victories 

1 Mar to 31 Jul 1944 

Avg A/C opnl 

Avg crews opnl 

Sorties 

Eff sorties 

Tons bombs dropped 

Aircraft lost 

Aircraft dmgd 

Enemy A/C dest 

Hheoy A/C prob dest 

Enemy A/C dmgd 

AA? RAF 

778 509 

823 789 

66,955 69,475 

60,601 68,272 

51,778 15,793 

349 276 

407 268 

87 165 

21 20 

47 8? 

FAF Total 

52 1,339 

82 1,694 

3,823 140,253 

3,618 132,491 

2,670 70,241 

9 634 

3 683 

2 254 

2 43 

2 136 

SOURCE: MAAF Monthly Statistical Stuanary 
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TABLE 15 

MA TAP Bomb 23HI£® feï Ï2££S! ^eggllog 
IM: to il Mim 

« fijüSSi -MP 

A/D & I/O 390 

Ports & bases 1,498 

Railroads 26,805 

M/T 3,219 

Highways 11,311 

Cities & towns 1,587 

M/T 4 an rannt 444 

Troop cone 3,637 

Shipping 135 

Indus estb 209 

Supply dumps 2,368 

Bridges & 

Mise 174 

TOTAL 51,777 

RAT PAP Total 

88 4 482 

952 76 2,526 

1,885 1,603 30,293 

985 60 4,264 

7,648 665 19,624 

749 - 2,336 

891 12 1,347 

2,717 51 6,405 

51-186 

143 50 402 

818 149 3,335 

2,283 Ä. 2,283 

_- -¿¿I 
19,393 2,670 73,840 

a. Included under RR k Highaay»# 

SOURCE: MAAP Monthly Statistical Susmry 
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TABUS 16 

MOA? Bogbgr arjd Plghbar Sortlea 
Mar t£ 21 jM 1944 

AAF 

Bomber 24,423 

Fighter-bomber 33,036 

Strafe and fighter sweep lr349 

Patrol and scramble 3,170 

Escort 2.022 

TOTAL 64,000 

RAF FAF Total 

8,296 916 33,635 

18,084 2,118 53,238 

22,503 143 23,995 

2,194 - 5,364 

_20 J¿i¿S4 

62,219 3,267 129,486 

SOURCE i MAAF Monthly Statistical Sunmary. 



TABUE 17 

MAAF Tferggt Destruction 
1¿ Mar to 4 Aug 19U 

Sorties 
Tons bocobs 
A/C dost 
A/C lost by MAAP 
M/T dest 
M/T dmgd 
Locomotives dest 
Locomotives dmgd 
RR cars dest 
RR cars dmgd 
Bridges dest 
Bridges dmgd 
Tunnels dest 
Tunnels dmgd 
Dumps dest 
Bldgs exploded/burning 
RR tracks cut 
Ships it small boats sunk 
Ships & small boats dmgd 

(15 Mar-11 May) 
Strangle 

(12 May-4 Aug) 
Diadem Total 

65,003 
33,104 

296 
365 
81Ö 
976 
42 
71 

337 
516 

50 
ICO 

88,670 
42,999 

270 
281 

6,425 
5,423 

80 
77 

1,347 
2,066 

220 
53 

9 
31 
87 
90 

1,474 
82 

178 

153,673 
76,103 

566 
646 

7,243 
6,399 

122 
148 

1,684 
2,582 

132 
273 

SOORGE: Hq MATAF, Operation Diadem, 11 May-4 Aug 44, Ann B, p 13j KAAF 
Strangle Interdis tien in Italy, in USAF Hist Dit Archives: MF 
áa World War II. V. 373-84. 
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TABLE 18 

Twelfth Air Force Sorties in Strangle 
Il Mar to 11 Hay 1244. 

True Mission Sorties 

Bombing 19,920 

Land patrol 4,932 

Convoy & harbor patrol 2,622 

Reconnaissance 1,504 

Escort 2,480 

Strafe * fighter sweep 577 

Other 267 

TOTAL 32,302 

Percentage 

61.6 

15.3 

8.1 

4.7 

7.7 

1.8 

100.0 

SOURCE; Twelfth Air Force Participation in Strangle and Diadem Operations, 
9 Aug 44, P 5. 



TABLE 19 

TVelf^H Air Force Sortie» in Diadem 
M. üaz. tã. k èM ÍM 

Type Mission 

Bombing 

Land patrol 

Convoy & harbor patrol 

Reconnaissance 

Escort 

Strafe & fighter sveep 

Other 

TOTAL 

Sorties 

24,063 

1,871 

2,276 

1,160 

62 

920 

Percentage 

79.0 

6.1 

7.5 

3.8 

.2 

3.0 

—*k 

30,487 100.0 

SOORCEi Twelfth Air Force Participation in Strangle and Diadem Operations, 
9 Aug 44, p 5. 



IV. WE WAR Di ITALT 
SEPTEMBER 1943 - APRIL I945 

After the conquest of Sicily in July-August 1943 the Allies took ad¬ 

vantage of Mussolini*s fall and used their large forces in the Mediterra¬ 

nean to invade Italy. On 3 September the British Eighth Amy crossed 

the Strait of Messina, and on the 9th the American Fifth Army landed at 

Salerno, hoping to cut off the German forces resisting the British and 

quickly take the port of Naples. Hope of a quick and decisive victory 

soon faded because the Germans withdrew swiftly before the British and the 

Americans failed to achieve surprise at Salerno.^ 

The Fifth Amy, supported by about 800 sorties a day from the North¬ 

west African Air Forces (NAAF) and Allied naval forces, gained a foothold 

at S&l®mo, but a strong German counterattack of 12-16 September threat- 

oned to drive the American troops into the sea. To strengthen the beach¬ 

head the Allies flew three airborne missions dropping more than 3,000 men 

in the battle area during 13-15 September. The first two missions achieved 

unusual success and helped materially to stem the German offensive. In 

an all-out effort to defeat the German counterattack, NAAF planes flew an 

average of almost 1,300 sorties and dropped more than 1,000 tons of bombs 

each day on German positions during 14-1? September. In the target area 

the bomb density reached 760 tons per square mile in this four-day effort. 

Although the Germans could still put up more than 100 sorties a day in 

Italy, they used their air strength almost entirely against ships off the 

beaches and troops in the beachhead, leaving their own troops and transport 



Reproduced fron T.D. Stamp« & V.J. Esposito, A Military 

Hl«tory of World War II: Atlas (West Point, 1955), Map 1Ò5. 
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completely exposed to devaetating air attacks. They suffered such heavy 

losses that on the 16th they began pulling back, permitting the Fifth Anqy 

to go on the offensive.^ 

By 1 October the Americans had taken Naples, and the British, driving 

up the east coast, had captured the valuable complex of air bases around 

Foggia, from which strategic bombers could strike central Europe* Under 

air cover the Allies had landed 200,000 troops, 100,000 tons of supplies, 

and 30,000 vehicles, while losing only five ships sunk and nine damaged 

by enesy aircraft. Nevertheless, Allied armies were soon stalled as they 

encountered the German Gustav Line, the rugged terrain of the Apennines, 

and unusually bad winter weather.^ 

At the Cairo Conference in December 1943 the British and Americans 

decided to curtail efforts in southern Europe in favor of the cross-channel 

attack on western Europe and to move most of the major air commanders in 

the Mediterranean to England. All Allied air units in the Mediterranean 

were merged into the Mediterranean Allied Air Forces (MAAF), conmanded by 

Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker.^ 

Although the Mediterranean had become a secondary theater, the Allies 

still hoped for an early conquest of Italy and were detennined to support 

the major contest by keeping the Germans in Italy under constant pressure. 

During the winter of 1943-44 they made a number of unsuccessful attempts 

to break through the Gustav Line, the most important of which was coor¬ 

dinated with the landing behind the eneny lines at Anzio on 22 January 1944« 

Between 1 Januaiy and 15 February 1944» MAAF planes, including heavy bombera», 

flew more than 35,OCX) sorties and dropped a total of about 22,550 tons of 

bombs in support of ground forces, but the Fifth Any failed to break the 
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G«man line. The An*io troops, constantly punished by entmy artillery, 

could n, t break out of their small beachhead. Assistir ¿ in another attempt 

to pierce the OiStaT Line, MAAF bombers smashed the town of Cassino on 15 

March, but the Fifth Army failed in this effort also, partly because it 

could not move fast enough to take complete advantage of the German con¬ 

fusion. ^ 

Is id-Harch, MAAF launched «raerles of air attacks designed to reduce 

the aneoy's flow of supplies to the point where he could not maintain and 

operate his forces. Termed Operation Strangle, this campaign struck pri¬ 

marily at the north-south railroads and secondarily at shipping and roads. 

The railroads of central Italy, since they contained numerous bridges and 

tunnels, afforded a promising target for such an interdiction campaign. 

The main burden of the operation fell on MAAF,s 1,700 tactical fighters 

and medium bombers, assisted at times by heavy bombers and strategic fight¬ 

ers. Since the Allies possessed air superiority the Luftwaffe could offer 

little more than occasional annoyances. 5y 24 March, MAAF planes had bro¬ 

ken every north-south railroad line in at least two places; by the end of 

March the average number of railroad cuts had risen to 25 per day, and by 
mid-May to 75. Daily railroad capacity fell from 00,000 tons to 4,000, 

far below the capacity needed to support the German army in battle.6 

On 11 May, the Fifth and Eighth Aroi&s, paced by MAAF fighters and 

bombers, launched Operation Diadem—a drive on Rome and the Po Valley. 

In the air. Diadem was essentially a continuation of Strangle. The Germans 

soon found themselves without adequate transport and resistance quickly 

crumbled. Allied forces relieved Ansio on 25 May, took Rome on 4 June, 

and culminated the drive with the capture of Florence on 4 August. In 
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their 200-mile retreat, the Gennans attempted to move men and supplies by 

motor transport during daylight hours. They lost more than 10,000 motor 

vehicles in addition to 70,000 men, nearly one-third of their force in 

Italy. MAAF aircraft flew 50,000 sorties in June alone, mostly in support 

of the ground advance. The Gennans withdrew to a front short of the Gothic 

Line (Pisa to Rimini)—in the mountains south of the Pc River, where they 

were able to ho^d, largely because Allied supply lines were stretched to 

the limit and a number of both ground and air units had been diverted from 

Italy to support the invasion of southern France.7 

Despite the transfer of a sizable part of their Mediterranean forces 

to western Sirope, the Allies still hoped to conquer Italy in the fall of 

1%4> But in this they failed. The Germans held on grimly to their posi¬ 

tion in the high mountains between Pisa and Rimini. During the fall and 

winter of 1944-45, planes of MAAJ swept almost unopposed over northern 

Italy, wrecking enony communications from the Gothic Line to the Brenner 

Pass in the Alps. It became dangerous for any type of vehicle to move 

during daylight hours in the Po Valley.8 

The final ground offensive began on 9 April 1945, after earlier German 

feelers for surrender terms had failed to produce results. By 20 April 

the enemy«» linee were broken and he made a dash for the Pb, bat when this 

happened he was finished. He had the means neither to stave off disaster 

nor to make a rapid withdrawal. Negotiations began on 29 April, and the 

Germans surrendered unconditionally on 2 May 194.5,,9 
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TABLE 20 

MAAF Effactive Sorties against Italy 
bx ÏZEe, I Nov 1242, ~ 3P Apr 1945 

Type 

Bomber 

Fighter-bcmber 

Escort 

Strafe St fighter sweep 

Patrol St scramble 

Land reconnaissance - 

Sea reconnaissance 

Convoy escort 

Air-5'a rescue 

U-boat hunt 

Photo reconnaissance 

Weather reconnaissance 

Miscellaneous 

TOTAL 

glíeçUzg Sorties 

291,704 

206,921 

103,157 

84,729 

50,418 

27,024 

6,114 

28,396 

7,013 

10,292 

14,291 

4,186 

-.4*426 

838,581 

SOURCE: NAAF & MAAF Monthly Statistical Summary, Hoy 41-Apr 45 



TABLE 21 

Twelfth and Fifteenth Air Forces In MTO 
Effective Tactical Sorties 
September 1943 - April 1945 

Twelfth AF Tactical Sorties 

Sep 1943 
Oct " 
Nov n 
Dec " 
Jan 1944 
Feb " 
Mar " 
Apr ” 

May •» 
Jun n 
Jul *» 
Aug " 
Sep " 
Oct " 
Nov n 
Dec « 
Jan 1945 
Feb " 
Mar » 
Apr " 
Total 

10,065 
12,557 
7,694 
9,319 

14,368 
9,461 
9,772 

10,559 
17,139 
33,062 
10,019 
13,670 
9,494 
6,539 
9,870 

10,350 
9,637 
9,778 

11,771 

220,501 

Fifteenth AF 

Grand TOTAL 244,320 

SOURCES NAAF & MAAF Monthly Statistical Sunmary, 
Evaluation Board Report, MTO, Vol II, Pt 
15th AF, I, 424 

Nov 43-Apr 45î AAF 
III, App I; Hist, 
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TIBIE 22 

NAAF & MAAF Bomb Tonnage against Italy 
kl Type Target 

A/D 4 L/G 

Port facilities 

Railroads 

Marshalling yards 

Highways 

M/T & onenjy movement 

Troop concentration 

Shipping 

Supply dumps 

Bridges 

Others 

TOTAL 

1 Nov 1242. - 20 A£t 1945 

Tonnai 

32,949 

25,966 

108,307 

134,261 

33,279 

6,394 

70,086 

2,254 

18,182 

25,756 

4.686 

462,122 

SOURCE: HAAP A MAAP Monthly Statistical Summary, Nov 43-Apr 45. 
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V. INVASION OF SOUTHERN FRANCE 
AUŒJST 1944 

In December 1943 the Allies first made the decision to invade south¬ 

ern France in conjunction with the major Allied invasion of western France. 

Because of the fluid situation in Ita^r and the demands of the Normandy 

operations, the decision for the operation did not become firm until 2 July 

1944, only six weeks before D-<iay~15 August. The main objecti fs of the 

operation were to capture a major port through which supplies and reinforce¬ 

ments could flow, launch a, large-scale flanking attack against German fore 

battling the Allies in western France, and Join the Allied forces from 

Normandy to liberate France and decisively defeat German armies in the West. 

Allied air units would neutralize enemy air forces, protect the assault 

operations, prevent or retard enemy movements into the assault area, pro¬ 

vide air support to ground troops (including the French Maquis), and drop 

airborne troops.^ 

Preliminary air operations in support of Operation Dragoon, as trie 

invasion became known, began as early as 29 April 1944 with a heavy bomber 

attack on Toulon. From this date to the beginning of the immediate pre¬ 

invasion bombing, on 10 August, the Mediterranean Allied Air Forces (MAAF) 

attacked German submarine pens and airfields, interdicted supply lines into 

Italy, and smashed Italian-French communications from Genoa to Marseille. 

These operations also contributed to the Allied offensives in Normandy and 

northern Italy. Although approximately one-quarter of these attacks may 

be considered as direct support of Dragoon and the remainder as indirect, 
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they not only achieved extensive military damage but helped cloak the ob¬ 

jectives of the Allied assault.^ 

The Allies stepped up preliminary air operations on 5 August. In an 

important Interdiction effort, Allied aircraft made five of the oix rajor 

railway bridges across the Rhone unserviceable and cut rail lines across 

the river. Because the German Air Force offered so little opposition, 

only a few counterair actions took place, primarily the bombing of the 

Bergamo airfield in northern Italy. During this phase. Allied bombers 

also attacked submarine pens at Toulon. 

The major Allied ground command for the southern France campaign was 

the Seventh Army, containing nine crack U.S. and French divisions and the 

1st Airborne Task Force, composed of British and American troops. The 

Western Naval Task Force with 835 vessels from Allied navies handled the 

naval phase of the invasion. Under MAAF the XII Tactical Air Command 

controlled all tactical air units in the assault area, including aircraft 

of the Anglo-American carrier task force. MAAF had a composite U.S 

British-French force of about 2,100 operational aircraft based on 14 fields 

in Corsica. MAAF’s Fifteenth Air Force, with about 900 bombers based in 

the Foggia area, also assisted in the invasion. To mount the airborne 

operation, a provisional U.S. troop-carrier air division (including Brit¬ 

ish glider pilots) was located on 10 Italian airfields north of Rome.^ 

To oppose the invasion, the Germans had 10 weak divisions, or partial 

divilions, ir southern France, including four limited-employment divisions 

in the vicinity of the assault area. Only one panzer division was compar¬ 

atively strong. Behind the invasion zone were 22,000 armed Maquis. The 

German Air Force had some 200 aircraft, including 90 JU-88 bombers for use 
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against Allied shipping. During th-.s week preceding the in va.- i , thi: 

small force was badly mauled by Allied air attacks. The only factors in 

the enemy’s favor were sizable coastal defenses and a terrain well Suited 

for defense.'’ 

Heavy preinvasion bombing, beginning on 10 August, helped neutralize 

the main coastal defenses and radar stations in the assault area. XII 

TAG fighter-bombers strafed seven airfields in the Rhone Jo ta and fiortn- 

em Italy. During the four days before the invasion, MAAF planes fl -w 

more than 5,400 sorties anddropped 6,725 tons of bombs. During the four 

hours preceding the invasion, all aircraft joined in an attack against 

coastal and beach defenses, flying almost 1,000 sorties and dropping 742 

tons. Powerful raids on the Genoa area helped persuade the Germans that 

the attack would come in that region. The enemy was further confused by 

simulated naval assaults in many places and a simulated airbom*. attack 

by five 0-47^.6 

The airborne operations began seven hours before the amphibious land¬ 

ings and continued later in the day. About 0100 on 15 August, nine path¬ 

finder planes carrying 121 paratroops took off from Italy in three serials 

for the French coast. The paratroops succeeded in setting up navigational 

aids ir one zone according to plan and in another late on D-day but were 

10 miles off at a third. Following the pathfinders the troop carriers 

for the first paratroop mission began taking off at 0150, 396 planes fly¬ 

ing about 5,600 men and 105 pieces of artillery to their drop zones. De¬ 

spite fog and rocky ground, one group made the most accurate drop of the 

entire war. Other groups missed their zones by many miles, and the entire 

operation was about 50 percent effective.? 
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Before 0600 a glider mission took off from Tarquinii with artillery 

Jor British paratroops, 35 aircraft towing Horsa gliders and W others 

towing Wacos. Because of bad weather, only 33 gliders, all Wa^os, com¬ 

pleted the mission after their release at 0926. Another glider mission 

Of 37 gliders preceded the second paratroop mission, which began at I555 

when A3 planes took off with 736 treops and 10 tons of supplies and equip¬ 

ment. The planes arrived at the drop tone at 180A and, in the main, the 

paratroop jump was successful. A big glider mission followed immediately, 

seven serial, towing 335 gliders containing 2,250 men and large quantities 

of equipnent. Although 95 percent of the gliders reached the landing zone 

many were wrecked, 11 of their pilots killed, and about 100 of the troops 

seriously hurt. Altogether, the airborne missions of the 15th were highly 

successful, and few major flaws marred the operations. They encounte-ed 

no hostile aircraft and very little flak. By evening the airborne force, 

which met little resistance, had assembled most of its scattersd members 

and contacted the ground troops. A large stray group hed joined French 

Maquis in capturing the important town of St. Trope?,.8 

Meanwhile, at OBOO on the 15th the VI Corpa of Seventh Army landed 

or beaches east of Toulon against little opposition. The Ccmrn Air Force 

flew only 60 sorties in the area during the day, while enemy ground troop, 

could not bring in reinforcements over roads blocked by MAAF barbers. 

Beginning at d-hour, Allied bombers and fighte^bombera poundeu coastal 

positionsf-etrongpohits, bridges, and roads. During D^ay MAAF new 4,249 

ffective sorties, 3,936 in direct support of ground troops. XII TAC 

engaged 17 ME-109's, destroying 3.9 

By noon of the 17th the three infantry divisions of the ÏI Dorps had 



passed the beachhead line, the let Airborne Tar’: Force had rr.cv.'d in lana 

to capture Draguignan, and French reserves were coming ashore, nrploitinc 

the breakthrough immediately, one ground task force pushed toward F.rencF]t! 

to trap Germans in the Rhone Valley while another moved to the Itá.^.ian 

frontier to block passes through the Alps. Enjoying complete air oupei-l- 

only, ground troops moved so rapidly that they had to be supplied by air. 

Air units protected advancing troops and bombed retreat.inenemy troops 

and communication lines. Allied ground forces moving northward took Greneb¡ 

on the 22d and Montelimar on the 2ftth after a full-scale battle with rear 

guard German troops at the latter city. On the 28th, French troops aleo 

captured the important ports of Toulon and Marseille.10 

The Seventh Army now rushed northward to got behind the Germans in. 

the Paris area, but logistics rather than the enemy hampered the drive. 

After 23 August, only XII TAC operated against the fleeing Germans. Moving 

to airfields in southern France, it steadily bombed and strafed the enemy, 

exacting a heavy toll. After the 30th, Xn TAC refrained from destroying 

bridges and communication lines because of the swiftness of the Allied ad¬ 

vance. German air resistance was so weak that MAAF could claim only 10 

enemy planes destroyed in combat between 10 August and 11 September.1^ 

On 3 September, French troops entered Lyon while VI Corps moved to 

block an eneny escape through the Belfort gap. On the 11th, French troops 

contacted U.S. Th: rd Amy units near Dijon, and on the 14th the Seventh 

Amy met the Third Amy. On the next day, the Seventh Aray and French 

Amy B were formed into 6th Amy Group, while XII TAC moved from the oper¬ 

ational control of the Meaiterranean Allied Tactical Air Forces to that of 

the U.S. Ninth Air Force.^ This completed the transition of these forces 

from the Mediterranean to the European Theater of Operations. 
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TABLE 24 

mm. hk fsuiü» 

Nutmegâ. 

Yokurak 

Duc rot S. 

TOTAL 

A/C 
Alrborno 

3,202 

969 

Jhm 

12,128 

-Í ffoneff 
Sorties 

10 

30 

87* 

Bomb 
Tonnai 

itk 

6,482 

A/C 
ÎX)3t 

25 

¿1 

81 

En a/;; 
De st 

4 

1 

4. 

9 

a. Operation Nutmeg: 
b. Operation Yokum: 
£• Operation Ducrot: 

D-5 to D-day. 
0350 of 15 Aug 44 to 0800 (H-hour). 
H-hour to D / 6. 

TABLE 25 

Argets Hit bjr MA TAP in Dragoon 
10 - 21 Aug 1944 

Target 

Bridges 

Motor vehicles 

Railroad cars 

jüocomotives 

Tanks 

Airfields 

Aircraft on ground 

Number Hit 

163 

843 

623 

42 

3 

7 

38 

SOURCE: MATAP, Report on Operation Dragoon, Annex D, pp 5-12, 13-18. 
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TABLE 26 

Fifteenth Air Force - Attacks on Comrunicationa 

Target 

RailroacU 

Shipping 

Roads 

TOTAL 

Bomb Tonnage 

Troop concentrations 9,171 

Ports 2,593 

Enemy airfields 1.026 

TOTAL 12,790 

SOURCES: Hist, 15th AF, App I; Hist, MAÀF, 10 Dec 43-1 Sep U, Et, 246. 

11 - 20 Aug 1944 

Tons Losses Tons per Day 

3.388.25 21 338.83 

199.50 - 19.95 

660.50 _Z 66.05 

4.248.25 28 424.83 

TAB IE 27 

MAAF Attacks on Comnunicatlons 

LI - 20 Aug 1944 

Sorties 

1,369 

87 

280 

1,736 



TABU: 28 

Support of Invasion of Southern France 
10 Aug - n Se£ 1244 

Bomb toii.tage 

10 Aug-14 Aug 

15 Aug-H-Hour 

15 Aug-11 Sep 

TOTAL 

Air Forces 

Tactical Air Force 

Strategic Air Force 

Coastal Air Force 

TOTAL 

Effect! ve sorties 

Hanes lost 

Loss rate 

6,725 tons 

742 " 

Ju¿42 " 

14,009 " 

7,857 " 

5,745 » 

—422 " 

14,009 " 

23,830 

194 

0.0081 percent 

SOURCE: Hist, MAAF, 10 Dec 43-1 Sep 44, II, 246 



TABLE 29 

Airborne Misaion8 - Invasion of Southern France 
15 Aug 19A4 

Sorties intended 837 

Sorties accomplished 852 

Paratroop sorties 444 

Glider sorties, Waco 372 

Glider sorties, Horsa 36 

Troops delivered 9,Q99 

Paratroops 6,488 

Glider troops 2,611 

Paratroops on or near DZ 5(¾ 

Glider troops on or near LZ 90-95^ 

Drop casualties 2% 

Landing casnaliies Ltf, 

Artille;y pieces delivered 213 

Vehicles delivered 221 

Other supplies and equipnent 5OO tons 

SOURCE? USAFHS 74, pp 107-8 
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VI. LIBERATION OF WESTERN EUROPE AND CONQUEST OF GERMAN! 
JUNE 1944 - MAY 1945 

Before the Allies invaded western Europe in June 1944, they had gained 

supremacy in the air. TTie official U.S. Amy historian of the Normandy 

operation states:1 

A4r T°rc® had been d«feated by the Combijied 
thf AlliM^e^9 ^ J m0ntha 0f 1944‘ ^13 victory 
îa^t Wed W rirr°f;, was the most imporl 
tant ingredient in the final decision to go ahead with OVERLORD. 

After crippling the Gennan Air Force, Allied strategic and tactical bombers 

struck at railroads and bridges in France and Belgium to paralyze Gennan 

troop and materiel movements. Attacks on radar warning stations and V-l 

sites were also vital to the success of the invasion.2 

Preceded by a naasive airtome operation and heavy air and naval bom¬ 

bardment, five Allied divisions landed on the beaches east of the Cotentin 

Peninsula in Wonnandy on 6 June 1944. Under a filter cover furnished by 

171 Allied squadrons, the convoys were practically free from air attack, 

and the Allies succeeded in gaining a foothold in France. Protecting the 

Invasion force were the U.S. Eighth and Ninth Air Forces and the RAF»a 

Second Tactical Air Force and Air Defence of Great Britain.* Facing the 

Allies in France and the I*v Countries were 58 Gennan divisions, organized 

into Amy Groups B and G, but continuing Allied interdiction prevented the 

Germans from mussin» more than 14 battered divisions for defense. The 

Gennan Air Force in the area, Luftflotte 3, was extremely weak, with only 

50 to 121 fighters operational. The U.S. First Amy captured Chertourg 

^Designated Fighter Command until 15 November 1943. 
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on 27 June, but the Omans took full advantage of the terrain to hold 

back Allied ground troops at Caen and St. Lo. During the campaign in 

No—andy, which lasted through 25 July, the United States placed 19 divi¬ 

sions on the Continent and the British-Canadiana 16—all undei 21 Amy 

Croup.'' 

Heavy bombing near St. Lo on 25 July by aircraft of the Eight.) and 

Ninth Air Forces paved the way for the breakout of Allied ground foi - es 

from the beachhead and Cotentin Peninsula areas. On 1 August the 12th 

Amy Group assumed control of the Ü.S. First and Third Amies, while the 

Ninth Air Force continued to control all U.S. tactical air operations. 

IX Tactical Air Command supported the First Amy, and XIX Tactical Air 

Command cooperated with the Third Army. The IX Bombardment Command oper¬ 

ated in support of both armies. 

iarly in August one part of the Third Army raced westward into Brit¬ 

tany while another dashed eastward. In a five^lay campaign for Brittany 

only one Luftwaffe daylight attack was reported, and sporadic German air 

efforts were defeated in eveiy engagement. On 7 August the Germans attempted 

to drive a wedge between the two U.S. armies by piercing the First Amy 

lines near Mortain. IX TAG, assisted by XIX TAC and British fighter- 

bombers, stopped the initial thrust, broke up powerful Geman armored and 

infantry attacks, and contributed in large measure to the German failure 

at Mortain. On 13 August the Germans began to withdraw toward th% Seined 

Preceded by heavy carpet bombings at Caen on 7-8 August, the British- 

Canadians advanced to join American forces in an encirclement of enemy 

troops in the Falaise-Argentan pocket. Allied air-ground forces hammered 

the pocket, fighter-bombers turning the area into a gigantic shambles. 



ouaUlm.íi A_Iled interdiction not only preventsd many Orman divlolono 

from arriving on the battlefield but «leo from escaping. Mill« the AJUlee 

lid not annihilate enemy force, in No manly, they von a major victory. 

The Third Atmy continued its drive through France. HI TAC covering the 

armored spearheads that moved through ♦h« PaM. nrougn he Parls-urleans gap to seize Seine 

crossings south of Paris on 18 August, m TAC accomplished th. mission 

Of guarding Third Army's long, exposed right flank along the Loire so 

successfully that German troop, south of th. river lat.r surrendered vith- 

out ground action. Prom 20 to 25 August, Allied troop, advanced on th. 

Seine in a deep encircling maneuver, «hile th. Third Angy push«! forvart 

south of Paris, the First Army, supported by IX TAC, moved directly on 

the City, and the British-Canadian. wheeled into northern France. By 25 

August, when Allied troop, entered Paris, they controlled most of «stem 

France between the Seine and Loire rivera.5 

In late August, and September, Allied ground forces sped toward th, 

Siegfried Lins. From Belgium, th. Firet Army crossed the German border 

on 11 September ^'penetrated German outer defense, eouth of Aachen on 

the Uth. The Third Army secured bridgehead, across the Meuse by th. snd 

of August, but a shortage of fuel halted its spectacular advanos. On 11 

Beptember it mst troop, of th. 0.3. Seventh Army and French forces-which 

had land«! in southern, Franc, on 15 Auguat-and raced up th. Rhon. Valley, 

with HI TAC from th. Mediterranean spearheading th. drive. m tn. north 

the British-Canadian forces took Brussel, on 3 September and Antwerp on 

th. following day. But elongated a*,, of .co^icatta, logistical pn,b- 

lems, and th. stiff «ring of Cenan resistance at th. Siegfried Lin. elow«l 

the advance, a, 17 September th. Allie, began a large-eel. airborne 



operation in southeastern Holland to secure a bridgehead across the Rhine. 

The initial phase was succ'v'jsfux, but the Germans succeeded in repelling 

the invaders at Arnhem by 25 September. 

The First Army took Aachen on 21 October after that city had been 

softened by IX TAG bombardment. A heavy tombing that leveled towns to 

nibble preceded a drive toward the Roer River on 16 Novvjmber by the First 

and Ninth Armies, the latter supported by a new command of the Ninth Air 

Force, XXIX TAG. The Germans stopped an advance by these anides through 

the Hurtgen Forest during the next month. The Third Arny succeeded in 

capturing the fortress of Metz, on 22 November, however, while the Seventh 

Army entered Strasbourg on the following day.^ 

On 16 December the Germans massed their available forces, including 

1,376 operational aircraft, for a desperate counteroffensive through the 

Ardennes Forest to take Liege and Antwerp and split the Allied armies. 

They took advantage of a weakness in the opposing line and bad weather 

that minimized Allied air superiority to penetrate to within five miles 

of the Meuse and encircle the key bastion of Bastogne. llie American 

forces finally held their ground, and when skies cleared on 23 December, 

Allied aircraft began a sustained pounding of enemy troops, materiel, and 

transportation. The Luftwaffe responded with an effort oí 800 sorties on 

the 23d, but it could not cope with the massive Allied effort of thousands 

of sorties. On 26 December the Third Army relieved Bastogne. On the next 

day the Allies launched coordinated ground attacks and succeeded in pinch¬ 

ing off the Ardennes salient by 16 Januaiy. Allied medium bombers and 

fighter-bombers struck heavy blows at the retreating German forces and 

severed their communication lines.? 
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After the Battle of the Bulge *a8 von, the Aillej drove toward cho 

RilÍne* U TAC CCntil,uod t0 ^operate with First A'.^y moving alowlj to the 

banka of the Roer, while m TAC paved the way for Third Anr«y .rowings of 

the Saar and Moflelle rivers and helj>ed reduce eneirçr pockets before Trier. 

On 22 February, Allied bombers and fighters mounted a massive bombing as¬ 

sault in an effort to paralyze the railway system of western Germany. Cn 

7 March, First Army crossed the Remagen bridge and established a foothold 

over the Rhine. IX TAC helped beat off German ground and air attacks 

against this precarious bridgehead. During a third Rhine crossing by the 

First Allied Airborne Amy in the Wesel area on 23 torch, there was no 

enemy air interference with the airdrop of two airborne divisions.8 

During the last phase of the war against Germany, the shattered German 

armies could not put up an effective resistance. From 1 April to the 

German surrender on 7 May, Allied forces overran Germany. The First and 

Ninth Annies enveloped the vast Ruhr pocket, containing elements of some 

19 Gorman divisions ,nd one-third of a million men. Organized resistance 

1X1 the ^ 0,1 18 APril* "i** Ninth Air Force aircraft helping re¬ 

duce stubborn eneny units. During this period, the Gennan Air Force, 

almost grounded by lack of fue!, lost more than 3,400 planes in seven days 

of Allied attacks on airfields. Allied ground forces stopped their advances 

at the Elbe and elsewhere in accordance with prearranged agreements with 

the Soviet Union. 

In th. north, erlti«h-&ma4Un foroos .stabll»h«l bridgehead, acroaa 

the lower Elbe on 29 April end took Hentnrg on 3 Kay. In the nain thruet 

to the Elbe, Ninth kmy troope reached the river near Magdeburg on 12 April, 

while Pirat An*, forcee took Leipeig on the 18th and contact«! Ruaslan 



troops near Torgau on the 25th tm-h a 
' ^ Am? for“» CtechOBlcvaJtla 

2 « Vth “nd t00k on 4 %y. SevMlth ^ 

7:^ - * ^^ the B_r 
rass on 4 May. 

Tcvard th. md of April, IX .„d xm tac Tirtualr, co,sw:| „„ 
-4n^. . . xjy Ceaa®d operations 

air activities were restr'in+ari + 
t , trlCted 40 And d.fCT,lve p,. 
trois west of the Elbe, m TAr 

* eVer' continue<l to support Third Army 
dS it »»ved southward acainst . ^ 
days„fth. , g “1St ^ r^onbt. In th. lant f.. 

War’ a 1 offen3iire air operation. <md«i.^ 
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TABLE 31 

N-lnih ii£ Effective Strength 
b* Nujnber of Groupa and Aircraft 

Jun 1244 - îiai 1242 ” 

jtonth 

1244 
Juni 

Jul 

Avg Groupa 
ÄE2. Operative 

Bombera n 
Fightera IQ 

Bombera u 
Fletera 18 

Aug Bombera u 

Fightera 18.6? 

Sep Bombera u 
Fighters 17.6? 

Oct Bombera n 
Fightera 18,20 

Nov Bombera ü 
Fighters 15.17 

Oec Bombera u 
Fightera 14.67 

1242 
Jeu Bombera n 

Fightera 14.67 

F*b Bombera n 

Fightera 15.17 

Mar Bombera u 

Fightera I5.67 

Apr Bombera u 

Fightera 15,67 

M*jk Bombera 11.70 
Fightera 17.67 

4. Entire month, b. 1-8 May. 

Avg A/C 
On Hand 

869 
1,385 

87A 
1,218 

738 
1.189 

841 
1.190 

739 
1,199 

734 
996 

723 
938 

727 
821 

710 
922 

724 
1,086 

749 
1,137 

749 
1,306 

Avg Eff 
A/r 

620 
1,009 

617 
912 

610 
942 

665 
947 

615 
952 

578 
822 

572 
780 

584 
683 

533 
781 

563 
960 

592 
1,026 

608 
1,144 

Avg Eff A¿C 
Per Group 

56 
56 

56 
49 

55 
50 

60 
54 

56 
52 

52 
54 

52 
53 

53 
47 

48 
51 

51 
61 

54 
65 

52 
65 

SWRCE! Fore, 



TABLE 32 

bjr tomber of Groupa and TV^^Alrcraft. 

Nov 1244 - Mai 1943 

Month 

1944 
Nov 

.Dec 

1241 
Jan 

Fob 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Type 

Bombers 
Fightera 

Bombers 
Fighters 

Avg Groups 
Operative 

Avg A/C 
On Hand 

Avg Eff 

èÆ 
Avg ¿ff A/ç 
Per Group .. '■ 

2 
4 

2 
4 

24 16 
249 188 

162 112 
302 199 

8 
47 

5 ó 
50 

Bombers 2 
Fighters 4 

Bombers 2 
Fighters 5 

Bombers 2 
Fighters 5 

Bombers 2 
Fighters 5 

Bombers 2 
Fighters 5 

149 
268 

164 
279 

181 
433 

176 
416 

170 

427 

111 
185' 

331 
206 

156 
326 

155 
335 

153 
351 

56 
47 

66 
a 

78 
65 

78 
67 

77 
70 

SOURCE! First 'fectical AF (Prov) Surmaw 4.4 
1 Nov 44-8 May 45. ^ s«™ary of Operations of American Units, 
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TABLE 33 

AF affective Strength 
bl Number of ^ Trp, Aircaft 

ÏSÎ Wl - isr 12ÍÍ- 

Month 

May 

Jun 

Sep 

Dec 

mi 
Apr 

4z£ H3 Av£ Eff 
Groups Bomber Strength Ï1L Av£ Eff Ftr 

g£SHB5. Strength"“ 

1,304 

2,123 

1,031 

1,826 

856 

15 885 

15 875 

15 1,010 

2,018 
15 1,001 

SOURCE: Statistica! Suirarary of Eighth 
8 May 45, pp 8-15. Air Force Operations, 17 Aug 42- 
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Bomber 

Fighter 

TOTAL 

a. The 

TJBIE 39 

4£.2â£Ü£âi Sorties In Close Support 
6 Jun 1244- öMa^^p- 

Sorties 

14,977 

J.42? 

18,406 

Tons 

40,536.7 

512.0 

41,048.7 

last close support mission was flown on 16 April 1945. 

SOURCE: Eighth AF Monthly Sunnary of Operations. 
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TABLE 40 

Eighth AF 
£t bz flag Period 

SOURCE! Eighth AF Ibnttüy Summa,T oí Oporatlon. 
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IABI£ a 

i&ghth Major Tactical Targets 
Sorties and Tonnage 

12 Aug 1242 - 8 Mâ! 124^ 

Transportation 
Bridges, canals, aqueducts 
Viaducts 
Communications centers 
Marshalling yardsk 
R.R. shops & stations 
Cross roads & junctions 

Total 

Eff Bomb Sorties 
10,147 
1,538 
2,258 

71,996 
2,443 

180 

88,562 

Airfields 15,043 

Tactical Targets 
Area or pattern "blanket" 
bombing, choke points, coastal 
batteries, defended localities, 
troop concentrations, gun 
positions 

Military Installations 6,473 

Noball & CXX)sshow Targets 10,624 

TOTAL 136,495 

Tons 
23,454 
4,543 
5,938 

139,,14 
6,520 

_241 
235,310 

35,958 

43,392 

15,284 

360,392 

a. Alnost all of the tactical tonnages dropped by the Eighth Air Force 
came after 1 April 1944. 

b. It is impossible to listinguish between strategic and tactical targets 
in this category. It is likely that at least half of this effort was 
tactical. 

SOURCE: Statistical Summary of Eighth Air Force Operations, 1? Aug 42- 
8 May 45, pp 38-39. 
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TABIZ 43 

¿F Tonnage by True IHr st 
i Iä£I 1244 - i Mai 194¾ 

Target 

Rail traffic 

Cities 

Marshalling yards 

Troop concentrations 

M/T & tanks 

Bridges 

Military installations 

Dumps 

Industries 

Airfields & A/D 

TOTAL 

TOggage 
Propped 

3.423.1 

4,100.4 

3.434.8 

1.976.1 

1.324.3 

3.633.4 

3,594.0 

3.574.8 

317.8 

-.411,8 

25,790.5 

íhXJRCE: First Tactical AF fProví , - 
»nlt., 1 B» of OP«««»™ ■xcari 
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TABLE U 

CTO Tactical Opérâtiona—All U.S. Air Forcesâ. 
Claiae agalnat Ground Targets 

I ¿un 1944 - B Max 1945 

Argets 

Locomotives 

Railroad cara 

Armored vehicles & tanks 

Motor vehicles 

Horse-drawn vehicles 

Gun emplacements & flak towera 

Vessels & barges 

Dumps 

Railroad cuts 

Oil storage tanks 

Bridges 

Hangars & miscellaneous buildings 

Troops killed 

Destroyed 

10,704 

60,422 

5,093 

66,701 

7,299 

3,904 

923 

709 

7,555 

60 

408 

22,125 

1,338k 

Damaged 

6,780 

94,548 

4,472 

26,960 

1,918 

2,700 

1,811 

440 

126 

445 

10,831 

. Eighth AF bomber claims are not included. 

. First Tactical AF only. 

sano: (hMrtl,g cUlM * Qghth 1F> KlBth 
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TABUS 45 

Ninth A£ Cia ima 

á ¿ua 1244 - 8 May 1945 

lãlBSll Destroyed 

Motor transports 53,791 

Armored vehicles & tanks a kqq 

Locomotives 5,753 

Railroad cars 43,317 

Bridgec 360 

Gun emplacements 3,361 

Dumps 665 

Hangars 235 

Factories & mise bldgs 11,073 

Railroads cut 6,066 

Vessels & barges 770 

Horse-drawn vehicles 6,312 

Damaged 

22,546 

3,751 

2,677 

51,269 

328 

1,649 

402 

118 

6,341 

955 

1,362 

SOURCE1 26th Statistical Control Unit, Statistical Summary of Minth Air 
Force Operations, 16 Oct 43-8 May- 45. 
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TABIZ 46 

Firat Tactical AF Cia lira 
gainst (ground JmMSIS. 

1 Nov 1244 “ e May 1945 

Targeta Deatroyed Damaged 

Transportation 
Locomotives 830 1,748 
Railroad cars 9,638 18,084 
Rail cuts 1,489 0 
Railroad sheds 4 3 
Marshalling yards 0 452 
Motor transport 8,063 7,21? 
Horse-drawn vehicles 987 556 
Horses killed 56 
Road blocks 311 
Bridges 48 117 
Tunnels 1 32 
Tugboats 1 4 
Barges 60 187 
Pontoons 7 0 

Military Objectives & Jnstls 
Armored force vehicles 189 172 
Tanks 218 307 
Hangars 6 16 
Dumps 44 38 
Oil & gas tanks 5 0 
Gun positions 359 607 
Barrage balloons 5 0 
Troops killed 1,338 

Miscellaneous 
Factories 5 13 
Warehouses 2 0 
Buildings 8,814 4,040 
Dams 0 1 
Radio stations 1 0 
Towers 4 7 

SOURCE: First Tactical AF (Prov), Sumnary of Operations of American 
Units, 1 Nov 44-8 Hay 45. ‘ 
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TABUE 47 

A? Fighter ¿¿atas 
jpgt Ground Targets 

Iâ££2l 

Locomotives 

Oil tank cars 

Trains 

Goods, wagons, & other R.R. cars 

Armored vei^i¿ n & tanks 

Flak towers & g<jn positions 

Motor trucks 

Other vehicles 

Tug boats, barges, & freighters 

R«R« stations & freighters 

Radio &. power stations 

Oil storage tanks 

Hangars & mise buildings 

Destroyed 

4,121 

1,421 

12 

6,046 

177 

260 

3,829 

1,018 

92 

48 

98 

55 

225 

Damaged 

2,355 

1,398 

128 

23,797 

242 

437 

3,038 

711 

665 

205 

226 

126 

421 

SOURCE: SUU.tlc.1 Sumary of Eighth Air Fore. Operation., 17 Aug 42- 
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TABLE 48 

AF Personnel Casualties 
ln Air Combat 

á ¿un .1944 -~~8 May 1945 

Month 

¿244 
Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

mi 
Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

TOTAL 

m 

45 

24 

31 

17 

29 

27 

35 

39 

43 

58 

1? 

Bomber 

Î3A 

149 

163 

166 

51 

60 

61 

310 

65 

268 

15C 

93 

360 1,556 

V.TA 

80 

59 

62 

18 

30 

20 

68 

62 

66 

43 

31 

1 

540 

Fighter 

KIA MIA 

17 

19 

19 

13 

9 

9 

16 

6 

6 

10 

6 

1 

131 

180 

147 

177 

65 

86 

91 

164 

75 

84 

118 

81 

_2 

1,270 

KTA 

15 

40 

27 

11 

11 

7 

29 

33 

9 

8 

11 

1 

202 

somera: Ç»"trol unit, Ninth AP Annual Statistical 
aramaiy, 1944, and Monthly Smnaor of Operation», Jnn 44-May 45. 
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TABUE 49 

first iâSMSâl AF Personnel Casualties 
, . il ME Combat 
i üov 1944 - 8 ifejr 1945 

ÏEE£ 

Bomber 

Fighter 

TOTAL 

KIA 

3 

JL2 

38 

¿SA 

15 

I40 

155 

m 

1 

16 

17 
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TABLE 50 

Ag Airgraft gasualtleg 
and Cxalnia of Ën«g Aircraft 

Dcstrored and Damaged 
6 Jun 19U - 8 Ka^ 1 

Bomber 

Fighter 

TOTAL 

SOURCES: 
nl"th ^ Statistical 

ry, 1944# and Monthly Summary of Operations, Jun 44-May 45. 

TAB IE 51 

Eil2¿ Tactical AF Aircraft Casualties 
âOá Claims of Enemy Aircraft 

Destroyed and Damaged 
1 Nov 1244 - s May 1945 

Sees 

Bomber 

Fighter 

TOTAL 

SOURCE: First Tactical AF (Prov), Summary of 
Units, 1 Nov 44-8 lay 45. 

Operations of American 
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CHINA BURMA INDIA 



Reproduced fro* W.P. Crown & j.l. Cete, eda. The Amy Air 
Ï2E£®£ in World War II, IV (Chicago, 1950), -“ — 
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vn. INDIA-BURMA CAMPAIGNS 
JANUARY 1944 - JUNE 1945 

By the end of 1943 the Americans and British, after a long period of 

preparation, were readying four offensives along the India-Buma frontier. 

In the north Lt. Gen. Joseph W. Stilwell would lead Chinese and American 

forces of the Northern Combat Area Comnand (NCAC) from Ledo, in Assam, to¬ 

ward ifritkyina and Ifandalay. From the vicinity of Dnphal, south of Ledo, 

British Brig. Orde C. Wingate prepared for the airlift of his long-range 

penetration Special Force to positions behind Japanese lines in a move to 

a’tflank the enemy opposing Stilwell/ At the same time, Lt. Gen. Sir 

William Slim, British Fourteenth kray commander, readied his 4 Corps to 

invade central Burma while simultaneously moving 15 Corps into Arakan along 

the coast of the Bay of Bengal. The success of the four offensives depended 

on the ability of the AAF and RAF to gain and hold air superiority through¬ 

out Buma and to conduct effective interdiction. Stilwell and Slim also 

depended upon airpower for close support as a substitute for artillery.1 

After 15 December 1943, all AAF and practically all RAF units in the 

Burma campaigns were integrated in the theater-wide Eastern Air Command 

(EAC) under Maj. Gen. George E. Stratemeyer, AAF. The number of EAC squad¬ 

rons varied from time to time, but during much of 1944 and early 1945 the 

Allies had 7 heavy and 7 medium bombardment squadrons and 28 fighter squad¬ 

rons. This gave EAC a 15-month average operational strength of 71 heavy 

~ *^gate,s Speclal Force "a® an airlifted, air-supplied assault force. 

to air transportation 

bome^perationsT ^ C0Wed ^ stndy on air- 
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and 72 aadium bomber, and 516 fighter,.* Over the same period the Japa- 

neae 5 Air Division, Bum, Area Anrçr, had an avenge total strength of 66 

medium and 35 light bombers and 215 fighters. The numerical superiority 

of EAC vms enhanced by the quality of its latest fighter augmentation- 

p-51’3, P-38's, and Spitfires, which far exceeded both the range and alti- 

tudo of the earlier P-40»s and Hurricanes.2 

ïhe Counterair Offensive 

The counterair offensive began in January 1944, and within five months 

EAC achieved air superiority over Buma-an advantage never lost. The 

Japanese reinforced their 5 Air Division from time to time, but, stung by 

their heavy losses of January-April, they gradually withdrew most of their 

air units from Burma to bases in Sumatra, Malaya, and Thailand. By the 

late spring of 1944 they had adopted a policy of conservation that border¬ 

ed on inactivity. They abandoned attacks on Allied positions and sent up 

fewer and fewer aircraft, even in defense against AAF-RAF raids.3 The suc¬ 

cess of EAC»s counterair offensive soon affected the Japanese soldier at 

the front. Writing in his diary on 1 June 1944, a company officer in cen¬ 

tral Burma observed:^ 

M aÍrCraít fre over continuously in all weather, 
nothing but look at them. If we only had air power! 
r two planes would be something. Superiority in th 

decisive factor in victory. 

We can do 
Even one 
air is the 

The first five months of 1944 constituted the decisive phase of the 

countersir offensive. During this period the AAP and RAF destroyed respec¬ 

tively 274 «id 75 mmr aircraft of all type, and, in turo, lost through 

enemy action a total of 138 aircraft destroyed and 136 damaged. Some 

chapter?1* mn*“ “d 0th,r "t»tistics, ... tablet following this ' 



fighters were doubtless lost in oi« 75 

Allied losses occurred in ^ 0PeratÍOn3' but raost of the 
occurred in counterair activity.5 

Intertiction 

en«,, «3 particularly vulnerable to EAC-a , 

because of the peculiar lines of • lnt""J!'^=n 
Buma of co™„lcati„„. Under Japanese occupation 

™ W” 4 MHent China and India, it. a«, of e„t 
a narro" base. Rangoor M, th 17 COnflmîd tc> ' 

*« n was the only port of aece«s*« r«« i 
sea, and the sole i shipnents by 

, ana the sole ingress by railway was the n * 

- - Of reinforcements and supplies eld ^ 

attacks concentrated on a relatively small region. VlithL 

of communications ^ ®uma lines «uuuunications were equailv limits 

»r both , , ^ M- C"« «U'oy and one unpaved hivh- 
r- ^ ClOM^ dueling the Im»ddy River 1^ 

to Mandalay and (fritkyin. ,, ’ north t™ Rangoon 

land on the east to^ i ^ ^ ^ ^ 
“»t, touard India on the west. On th. „t, 

ml “ carried traffi. acros. the - 

—tion Of any t„ oonseoutive hedges on the ^ ^ 

isolated the intervent 7 °r the roadways 
intervening sections and made locomotives rollt 

■»tor vehicles motionl.,, targets.« ’ * ’ ^ 

Allied efforts at inteniiction wers v.~ 

-ly -th, of im. 4a wi, „ Jme J" roCOeMftÜ 

trouble in Bun»:7 ^ ^ ^tt«i 

Scste iocifof^l£a°sr‘i;8 °" • • • th. Æ.phai; frent 

it ,‘nipp110' through the air route'"ÍÍmÍ7' *** occeived 
battle «tin* a hatful of bar% ^^.0Ur "» continued in 

This state of near famine to which the Japanese army was reduced resulted 

from the widespread destruction by FAC m«dt 
*>n by EAC medium and heavy bombera of bridges, 
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locomotives, motor vehicles nort 
' fa^^tieS, and coastal and river craft 

B, October 1,44, ebi^ts o,er tbe Ban«^ raUmy had fal]„n 

frOT 3 n0mal Weraie °f S0° ^ a to 150 tone; at abou, the 

ti»e the Rangoon-Mandalay railway ras n0 mre than ^rtially ope.tive- 

and in December the eneV abandoned Pnn^n aa a port of enUy. 4s a re¬ 

ndit, the Japanese lack«, mUlta^r ano medical supplies as well as food 

before the end of 1,44, and they no lonyer dared disnatch im,sortant trooF 

movements except durin* the hour, of darkness. IV counterair offensive 

and Interdiction combined to reduce the Japanese in Bums to a state of 

aiege that became more strangulating with each passing month.* 

.lose Air Support 

The first test of air support came in north Bunna, where Stilw.ll 

successfully pushed through the jungle from Shlngbwiyang ‘to Byitkyin, 

vatl. the aid of PAC aircraft. Fighters, sometime, assisted by medium 

bombers, blast«, a path for the infant^ though tangled underbrush that 

-ould otherwise have been practically impassable. At the same time the 

fighters and medi» bombers hunted out and destabyed enemy ,tro„gpoi„ts 

and supply d«ps. faring the siege of «yitkyina, 17 May to 3 August 1,44 

Stilwell continu«, to rely on aerial do., sup^rt in lieu of the arta- ’ 

lory he did not have. At Mfitkyina, AAP fighters operated fr« airstrip. 

lMS t,a" ^000 ^ “«V and dive-bombed targets „0 more tten 
35 yards from Allied lines.9 

Meanwhile, grorxad operation, had also gone well in central Burma and 

along the coast in Arakan, though in both instances initial misfortunes 

threatened disaster. Ih. en«y undertook a strong offensive in February 

1944 against th. advancing 15 Corpa i„ Arakan and hop«, to take Chittagong 
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i.. India. A month lator, on 0 March, the Japaneae anticipated 

^ cen- 

tr.1 Bun» offensive by a det.ntined strike for Imphai. In both Anakan 

and before Imphai the enemy isolated superior forces by infiltration. In 

their prurficament the British-Indian tnxtps depended entirely uion air sup. 

Ply and, to a United extent, air support. The Japanese, aiready feelin* 

the effects of FAC's counterair and interdiction offensives, were unable 

to pursue their early success, and the tide turned against them.10 

After the British broke the siege of Imphal in June 19«,, they too 

depended on air support to cut a «ay for them though the Jungle W*, 

Mandalay. Even when they reached the Irrawaddy valley the Allies still 

depended on close support because the Jungle, though behind them, rmnained 

a barrier to the transportation of artillery to the battle front. In the 

region of Mandalay the British Fourteenth Angy and MCAC forces met and 

»oved southward toMrd Rangoon, which fell on 3 May 1945. In this last 

Phase of the campaign the Japanese became completely disorganised and sought 

only to withdraw into Eiland. Under the,, circ-stances pockets of e„- 

^ forces became the targets of Allied aircraft. Consequently, close sup¬ 

port became somewhat more free but not less effective in attack, on the 

retreating Japanese.^ 

Hre Eastern Air Command was disbanded on 1 June 1945, having fulfilled 

it, purpose in the liberation of Bur™, and the British and American ele¬ 

ments prepared for new and separate campaigns that never occurred because 

Of the end of the war. In the course of the 1944-45 campaigns, EAC air¬ 

craft flew a total of 207,223 sorties, dropped 68.900 ton, of bombs, de¬ 

stroy* 502 enemy aircraft, probably destroyed 116 more, and damaged 455. 

In turn, enogy action destroy* 369 EAC aircraft a* damag* 479 others.1* 
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TABLE 52 

Squadron Strength 
as of 1 Jul 1944 

Squadrons 

Fighter 

TOTAL 

Medium bomber 

TOTAL 

Heavy bomber 

AAF 

3 P-40M 

3 P-51 (including a 
few A-OS A/C) 

_1 P-3S 

7 

RAF 

11 Hurricane 

8 Spitfire 

Total 

_2 Beaufighter 

21— 28 

1 Mitchell 

_1 Wellington 

2 

3 Liberator 

â,* 

relatively ính^ôverall"^!^6'' 35 theÍr ^ 

Sa,SCE! ni 
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TABI£ 53 

Nuíñbftr anH Ft" 7“^ 1 JQUad rt 
»er an¿ ¿t^us Months Average“ 

iâD. 1244 - A¿ 1945 

Fighters 

»1 Qpnl £ Ognl 

1944 
^an 141 229 91>5 

137 132 96.4 

147 143 97.3 

Apr 146 134 91.3 

^ 176 153 89.3 

Jun 182 157 86.3 

JuI 169 143 84.6 

Aug 156 232 84.6 

Sep 144 121 84.0 

Oct 170 125 73.5 

Nov 216 164 75.9 

Dec 233 177 76.O 

1945 
Jan 226 I87 82.7 

Feb 230 195 84.3 

276 243 88.0 

AP^ 282 247 87.6 

Medium Bombers B , 
Total Qpnl 

37 32 

16 15 

15 14 

66 53 

85 71 

94 81 

88 71 

91 74 

72 60 

83 72 

97 81 

92 80 

97 82 

95 82 

95 81 

83 74 

2 Ognl Total 

86.5 48 

93.8 47 

93.3 46 

80.3 47 

83.5 46 

36.2 49 

80.7 49 

81.3 47 

83.3 55 

86.7 56 

83.5 52 

87.0 44 

84.5 42 

86.3 55 

85.3 54 

89.2 54 

46 95.8 

46 97.9 

41 89.1 

46 97.9 

43 93.5 

41 83.7 

33 67.3 

32 68.1 

39 70.9 

43 85.7 

45 86.5 

30 68.2 

21 50.0 

37 67.3 

39 72.2 

40 74.1 

SOURCE: 

Despatch SM‘U15RD^r^.®aj”P^“^sln Strataneyer-a 
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TABLE 54 

ME. Aircraft in EAÇ Operational Squadrons 
Number and Status by Monthly Average 

Jan 1944 - Mar 1945a 

1944 
Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Kay 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

1945 
Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Fighters 

Mai Opnl £ Oral 

435 357 82.1 

469 383 82.7 

521 439 84.3 

509 440 86.4 

461 400 86.8 

305 265 86.9 

245 218 89.0 

239 190 79.5 

254 206 81.1 

321 267 83.2 

380 316 83.2 

524 453 86.5 

552 464 84.1 

498 463 93.0 

584 ;n 90.9 

Medium Bombers 

Total Oral £ Oral 

33 25 75.8 

33 25 75.8 

32 18 56.2 

32 23 71.9 

29 18 62.1 

25 13 52.0 

16 10 62.5 

14 9 64.3 

b 

* ♦ 

Heavy Bombers 

Total Opnl £ Opnl 

31 15 48.4 

32 16 50.0 

29 17 58.6 

32 12 37.5 

30 13 43.3 

32 12 37.5 

33 19 57.6 

37 29 78.4 

46 30 65.2 

46 38 82.6 

50 34 68.6 

60 48 80.0 

89 74 83.1 

80 68 85.0 

77 63 81.8 

à.. RAF statistics not available for April 1945. 
b. In September 1944 the RAF medium bomber squadrons were withdrawn, and 

their Wellingtons and Mitchells were replaced with Liberators. 

SOURCE: 22d SOU compilation from RAF reports as reproduced in Stratemeyer,s 
Despatch to Air CinC, SEA, 15 Dec 43-1 Jun 45, Apps. 
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TABLE 55 

¿âH 1944 - Mar 1945a “ 

Zlghtera 

i2áá 
Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
Jun 
Jul 
Aug 
Sep 
Oct 
Nov 
Dec 

mi 
Jan 
Feb 
Mar 

15-MDNTH AYG 

Total Qpnl 

576 
606 
668 
655 
637 
487 
414 
395 
398 
491 
596 
757 

486 
520 
582 
574 
558 
422 
361 
322 
32? 
392 
480 
634 

778 651 
728 658 
860 22k 

603 516 

Medium Bombera 

Total Qpnl 

70 
49k 
47 
98 

114 
119 
104 
105 
72£ 
83 
97 
92 

57 
40 
32 
76 
89 
94 
81 
83 
60 
72 
81 
80 

97 82 
95 82 

-as a 

87 72 

Heavy Bomber?. 

Total Qpnl 

79 61 
79 62 
75 58 
79 58 
76 56 
81 53 
82 52 
84 61 

lOlá 69 
102 86 
102 79 
104 78 

131 95 
135 105 
121 102 

96 71 

â* 

b. 

£• 

d. 

alÃ.1"01“1*1 b8ca“» ™ statistics for 

(¿) TfZn^th Âi^1'due to tra 

Ssôcíí 10 ne,t t; 

to dec: . rltlah medium bombera »„-i „ «“oero# 
ooa0era replaced with heavy bomb 

month are not 

of 22d and 491st 
of Japanese of- 

to replace Brit- 

S0URCE: See two preceding tables 
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TABLE 57 

MC Interdiction Operations 

Approximate distribution of effort b^; targets 

Target tjpes Percentage of Rffort 

Railways .. 

Other corrmunications 

Coastal shipping ^ 

Gasoline facilities and supply dumps (-, 

Miscellaneous ^ 

100^ 

P^mags to the enemy 

Bridges destroyed (all types) 

Coastal and river craft destroyed 

Locomotives destroyed 

Motor vehicles destroyed 

Gasoline production facilities destroyed 

Gasoline storage facilities destroyed 

500/ 

3,428 

130^ 

1,500/ 

90% 

85% 

a. The loss of locomotives was very serious in view of th» f»^+ + 

the total number available to the JaineefdS ñofexÍeJ lL, 
T*e destruction of 130 left the enecf^th 

SOURCES: 22d SCU, Year Book, 1944, for IB & China; USSBS 6?, p 46- W 

J“9S L- ?te' BUtiSSZàk Forces Ingrid ^âin, V (Chicago, 1953), 239¾-«orxa 
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TABLE 58 

Statistical Summary of EAÇ Combat Ocerations 
Jan 1944 - Arr 1945 “ 

Total Off ¡aivas 
Fighters 
Medium bombers 
Heavy bombers 

TOTAL 

Sorties 
181,090 
16,673 
8.660 

207,223 

Bomb Tons 
31,134 
17,525 
20*241 
68,900a 

Counte; ,yr Offensive (Jan-Dec 44) 
Fighters 
Medium bombers 

TOTAL 

Intexxiiction (Jan 44~Apr 45) 
Medium bombers 
Heavy bombers 

TOTAL 

Sorties 
55,100 

58,651 

Sorties 
11,2982. 
8.660Ë. 

19,958 

Close Support (Jan 44-Apr 45) 
Fighters 

Shingbwiyang to My-itkyina (Jan-Ifey 44) 
Myitkyina to Mandalay (May 44-Feb 45) 

al to Mandalay (Mar 44-Feb 45) 
Mandalay to Rangoon (Feb-May 45) 

TOTAL18" 3X1 Arakan ^Feb 45) 

tot!?1?111 bo,!,ber3 (Shingbwiyang to Myitkyina) 
TOTAL for close support 

Sorties 

7,682 
27,049£ 
19,6781 
67,591£ 

m 
126T7TO 

1.824. 
128,614 

GRAND TOTAL Sorties 

(58,651) 

(19,958) 

(128,614) 
207,223 

a. 

b. 

EriHiSr-“““““""«-™- 
¿Pipo 5 5,375 - 1,824- 3,551 

(contd) 
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(contd) ' 

£* 2fre3untv 5CÇC 0f th® ,nediura bomber sorties in 1944 and 
^ °f th« medium bomber sorties in 1945, since the..courUerair of- 
fensive had practically ended with the withdrawal of Japanese air¬ 
craft from Burma by the end of 1944. 

d. 

e. 

£• 

5,375 i 5,923 = 11,293 

^mbef are considered as part of interdiction be- 
there were 30 few strategic missions. 

This total includes the missions flown during the siege of Myitkyina 
f0r °ne pilot to fly as many as six missionT 

^re Ldaí‘ fighter aircraft, based on the Myitkyina airstrip, 
î V ,l\ °*neW lineS that a mi»3ion could be completed, 

from takeoff to touchdown, in 20 minutes. 
This figure includes the support given the British 4 Corps during 

siveJaïïînS+ tieger °f and» > during the Allied offen¬ 
sive against the Japanese irom Imphal to the region of Mandalay. 
Jr total is surprisingly high, but that is because the nature*of 

afterLC^?f Î er íhe.ía11 0f «nemy was there- J. retreat to the south and east, and the Japanese army, 
tacrív^A?1^« troops, without air cover, was under constant At¬ 
tack by AAF-RAF fighter aircraft. 

SOURCES: Stratemeyer*s Despatch, 1 Jun 45 
SCU and RAF operational reports. 

, Apps 3 & 5; USSBS 6?; 22d 
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TABLÉ 59 

Summary 2Î. §2l Bnemr Aircraft Losses 
1944 - 1945 

Eastern Air Command Losses 

Destroyed by 
Qiemy action 
Other than enemy action 

TOTAL EAC A/C destroyed 

AAP 
115 
216 
331 

RAF 
254 
310 

Total 
369 
526 

>5 

Damaged by 
Enemy action 
Other than enemy action 

TOTAL EAC A/C damaged 

292 
182 

81 

479 
568 

ÎÂ? 

Japanese Losses 
(as Claimed b£ EAC) 

In air 
On ground 
TOTAL 

Destroyed Probably Destroyed Damaged 
AAF RAF 

F B F B 
AAF RAF 

? B F B 
AAF RAF 

F B F B 

¿¿8 z¿ 12. n 
277 97 100 28 ï Û 

3 
0 
3 

120 15 
Jk 21 
194 38 

178 5 

-28 12 
206 17 

Overall Total Ehennr Losses 

Fighters 
AAF RAF Total 

Destroyed 277 100 377 
Prob dest 61 46 107 
Damaged 194 206 400 
TOTAL 532 352 ^4 

Bombers 
AAF RAF Total 

97 28 125 
6 3 9 

lu ë ïü 

Grand Total 
502 
116 

SOURCES: EAC Adjudication Board; Stratemeyer»s Despatch, 1 Jun 45, Appe 
9-14î Tenth AF SUtistical Review, Oct 45, Special Sup, pp 8-9; 
USSBS 67, pp 11-18. y’ ™ ’ 



Reproduced fro* W.F. Crtvra ft J.L. C»te, «da, The Amy Air 
Tore*» lo World Wjr XI, V (Chicago, 1953), 216^-— 
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vni. EAST CHINA CAMPAIGNS—1944 

Beginning in the spring of 1944 and continuing through most of that 

year, the Japanese carried out Operation Ichigo. It had three major ob¬ 

jectives: (1) denial to the Fourteenth Air Force of all bases in central 

and eastern China, particularly those along the Peiping-Canton-Hanoi rail¬ 

way corridors; (2) establishment of an overland line of communication and 

supply between Manchuria in the north and Indochina in the south, as a 

means of partially compensating for the tremendous losses being sustained 

in ocean shipping; and (3) overthrow of Choang Kai-shek and withdrawal of 

China from the war.l The major Ichigo campaigns were in Honan and Hunan 

provinces. 

In conducting Ichigo, the Japanese employed large forces, concentrat¬ 

ing them in the Yellow River bend area, in the Hankow environs, and around 

Canton. Opposing Chinese amies, hopelessly outclassed in training, equip¬ 

ment, provisions, morale, and with one or two exceptions in leadership, 

although superior in number, were almost totally ineffective throughout 

the campaigns.2 

The only American combat force in China-the Fourteenth Air Force- 

almost single-handedly took on both the Japanese air and ground forces. 

Although the Fourteenth exacted huge tolls of Japanese men and equipment 

and frequently thwarted Japanese schedules, it could not contain the enemy 

advances for the simple reason that it could neither assemble sufficient 

forces nor even supply adequately those on hand. Supplies, particularly 

fuel, had to be transported from India into China by air over the Himalayan 
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"Hump" and took as much as two months to reach the using bases in central 

and eastern China. With ample forces and supplies the Fourteenth might 

have stained the Japanese advances and defeated Operation Ichigo by "lo¬ 

gistics starvation," as almost happened on several occasions.3 

Honan Campaign (April - June 19U) 

On 19 April, about two weeks earlier than expected, 110,000 Japanese 

attacked south and west from Kaifeng on the Yellow River and northward 

from Hankow on the Yangtze. In leas than two months, the Japanese succeed¬ 

ed in their major goal—obtaining control of the railway corridor between 

the two rivers-in spite of a 20-day defense of Loyang by the Chinese, 

which slowed and then halted the Japanese drive westward along the Yellow 

River. 

When the Japanese began their attacks the Fourteenth was in process 

of moving four fighter squadrons (with ¿8 P-40’s) and one bomber squadron 

(with 12 B-25*8) of its Chinese-American Composite Wing (CACW) into prim¬ 

itive air bases near Sian, west of the great bend of the Yellow River, 

some 250 to 400 miles from the expected battle area. The inexperienced 

CACW squadrons began operations on 5 May and during the following weeks, 

despite bad weather, carried out a relentless interdiction campaign against 

Japanese forward supply lines. Although outnumbered in the air, the small 

force of 60 aircraft succeeded in establishing and maintaining air super¬ 

iority. CACW slowed the enany*s advance by forcing him to shift from mo¬ 

torized to slower, dispersed cavalry and infantry drives, and it hampered 

logistical support to the point where Japanese exploitation of victories 

was appreciably slowed down. 

From 5 May 1944 until the close of the Honan campaign in mid-June, 



CACW claimed destruction nf oa r ^ 
ruction of 28 Japan.,, aircraft in th. air and 9 on th. 

ground, against the loss of at to th« r 
CACW ,1» , , „ JaPanMe a"d 29 ^ accident., Th. 

. sorties and clataod the deatructlon of 1,000 to 1,500 

aul T ^ StateMnt ^ ^ ^ — - St, 

^ 2’230 " or 606 tanka, truck., in- 
comotives, and rail «.l . 

», th. probable demotion of another 31, and th. 
«tadglng of 228; and th. .inking of 9 9lo f 

g f 9,910 tons of river shipping.4 

SSlãã Sãipalffi (Mai - August 

With the Honan drive virtually comnlet« th t 
^ complete, the Japanese on 26 May 1%A 

unleashed a drive aonth»»^ » J 
xvo southward from Hankow toua^i u 

hw,„ . W t01,iard Hengyang, railhead for two 

.1 tT ^ “ throUgh UUChW 10 - th. other m ^ °f th* -—- - th, 
central China constituted the primary objective of Ichigo. 

T* Japan... ^co.t.r^ litt, gmund r,.,tanc. and enclr_ 

cled and captured Changsha, more than halfwav to » 
j. 11Vöy to Hongyang. Not until the 
apanese reached Hengyang did the Chin«*« 

86 Here, they he¬ 
roically held for 49 davs untti a . y until 8 Auguat, «M, «i, 300 

lha bulk of th. d«fm.. effort agaln.t thi. h 
to th. A«u . * fr0B H*nko'' 

cnpo.it. Wing, conpo.«i of P-1,0,, P-38,, P.51,, t(l< 

23d Fighter Group and 
, Uth Botta^umt Squadron. Detactamt. 

b t th" r and ^ ^ tlM f~y f~ tin. to tin., 

^ ^ aapplle. and. th«,. ba..a dia.pp.ar«,. 

-T*' ‘b' 68th °n ÄI“*« •«* «PfSy nov.- 
«nta between Hankow and Changsha Wh«n +h i . 

It. - ,, "b” th” J*««- fall, the 68th d«ot«i 
a efforts to (1) the enenet, clos«-in - 

and ... _ , , ^ »atwan Hankow 
^ha - (2, th. h.t«.ground ar« b,t_ Chang.h. ^ 
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With it. pilot, flylog ., many ., flve or six ,ortls, a ^ an(J CJnploJrtag 

ground-air liai»n tMm., th. 68th killed large number, of troop,, clo.ed 

down river «ipply movM.mt,, Md brought troop «u,d .upply moveront to a 

virtual ,Und.tm during th, daylight hour,. In addition, the 68th para¬ 

chute food and amunitlon to th. Hengyang defender, and ante a, their 

artillery. 

The 68th', oporation. force the Japan... to lift the alege of 

HengyMig while awaiting replacement, and eupplle,. i„ renting the aiege, 

the Japan,,. ,howe a lack of vigor. Unfortunately, at thi, critical 

juncture, the 68th exhauote it, gasoline .took., and between 17 and 24 

July virtually all of it, aircraft romaine grounde. The Japanese re¬ 

groupe and finally took the city. Maj. 0e. Clair. Chennault, commander 

of th. Fourteenth Air Force, felt that with adequate gasoline oupplie, th. 

68th and it, 90 aircraft could lave loglstically .trangie th. Jap,, cause 

their retret to Hankow, and wde Operation Ichigo.5 

— l4»chow (Sept ember - November 1244) 

Having capture Hengyang and one-half of the 68th'. air basee, the 

Japanese pause to bring up supplie, require to remese the offensive. 

»n«wr, the 68th kept up a relentl... interdiction effort on the supply 

line,. A portwar Japanese study reveale that the Japanese any wante 

to accrue a modest supply inventory of 400 tons at Hengyang prior to ro¬ 

wing the offensive. The 68th'. air attack, were so successful that in 

th. month following th. fall of Hengyang the Japan... could atockplle only 

100 tons. 

In September, with the supply situation showing little improvement, 

the Japanese opmsrt the third phase of Ichi*o-a drive southward from 
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Httigyang along the railroad corridor to Liuchow and a aecond drive west¬ 

ward from Canton along the Si (West) River toward Liuchow and Nanning, 

near the Indochina border. Again, Chinese ground resistance was practi¬ 

cally nil. By early November the remaining Fourteenth air bases, includ¬ 

ing the major ones of Kweilin and Liuchow, had fallen. 

As in the earlier phases, only the Fourteenth Air Force provided ef¬ 

fective resistance. Despite the continuing loss of bases, the 6#th Wing»s 

small force of fighters and bombers took a heavy toll of troops and sup¬ 

plies, but they could only delay, not defeat, the enemy. The toll, how¬ 

ever, was sufficiently high to make the Japanese victory a hollow one and 

forestall the possibility of drives on Kunming and Chungking.6 

Japanese commanders after the war attributed at least 75 percent of 

the total resistance in China to the Fourteenth Air Force, which in 1944 

received monthly supplies adequate to support less than one infantry di¬ 

vision. Statistics for the period between 26 May and November 1944 re¬ 

veal graphically this air effort by lets than 100 aircraft.7 
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TABLE 60 

Fourteenth AF lg East China Campaign 
Total Sorties Type Aircraft 

MâZ - Dec 19hL 

Srpe a/c 

Fighters 

B-25»s 

B^2UfB 

Photo recon 

TOTAL 

26 Msar-21 Jul 44 1 Aug-31 Dec 44 Total 

4,454 4,761 9,215 

583 226 8O9 

197 194 391 

—51 >122  232 

5.207 5,360 10,647 

SOURCE: Draft Hist, 14th AF, pp 446, 405 
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ÜBLE 61 

Totai^ëJr^ rf2^ & feat China Ssmlen. 
-rties bx Aircraft on Hand and in Coruniaaion 

Max - Nov 1244 -“ 

1244 

26 May-June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

Total Sorties per 
Sorties- Ã7c on Hand 

1,90? 

2,oocr 27 

2,050^ 27 

2,514 28 

2,000 23 

675 8 

Sorties per A/C 
in Commission 

35 

36 

38 

28 

10 

ä« 
k- Squadron. 

SOURCES: 

Jul 44-Feb 45, & Äramary of Ope rat Ion a 
of 14th AF, 

9 Oct 43-15 Dec 44. 
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Aerial combat 

Ground fire 

Other causes 

TOTAL 

Destroyed 

Probably destroyed 

Damaged 

TOTAL 

TABLE 62 

Fourteenth AF Aircraft Losses 
Sââí: China Campaign 

Max - Dec 1244 

26 Jui ¿4 i aux.21 ^ ^ 

7 

JL. 

43 

10 

J2_ 

47 

17 

TABI£ 63 

Japanese Aircraft Losses 
Fast China Campaign 

fajr - Dec 1244 

26 Ma£-21 Jul ¿4 

114 

65 

-22. 

278 

1 Auß-21 Dec 44 Total 

293 4o7 

79 144 

-222_ 301 

574 852 

SOURCE: Draft Hist, 14th AF, pp 446, 485-86. 
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IX. SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA 

22£ ËL&h Air Foxge 

The Far East Air Force was the first Amy air force to engage in ex¬ 

tended combat action in World War II. Although badly mauled by the Japanese 

attack on the Philippines on 8 December and operating against overwhelming 

odds—with inadequate facilities, few supplies, and very few reinforcements— 

the Far East Air Force exacted a toll from the eneny far in excess of its 

meager means. In January the remnants of its bomber and fighter units sta¬ 

tioned in the Philippines were sent to Java to help delay Japanese advances 

in the Netherlands Indies. In Februaiy it was redesignated the Fifth Air 

Force, but its fortunes did not improve as the Japanese speedily conquered 

the Indies. From the Indies, surviving air units retreated to Australia 

where, in April, they came under the Allied Air Forces, Southwest Pacific 

Area. It was not until 3 September 1%2 that the Fifth Air Force was for¬ 

mally established at Brisbane, Australia, with Maj. Gen. George C. Kenney 

as its commanding general.^ 

Between 4 and 8 May 1942, Fifth Air Force planes, operating from Austral¬ 

ian bases, aided the Navy in carrying out reconnaissance over vast stretches 

of the Coral Sea, the water route by which the Japanese were attempting to 

•weep southward to Australia and New Caledonia. The Battle of the Coral 

Sea, a great air battle, was the first major defeat of the Japanese and 

marked a turning point of the Pacific Nhr.2 

Denied the Coral Sea route to Pbrt Moresby, the best potential spring¬ 

board to an Invasion of Australia from New Guinea, the Japanese extended 
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their hold on the northeast coast of the Papuan peninsula. From Buna and 

Gona, they launched a drive across the Owen Stanley fountains toward Port 

: - The A113.es strengthened their forces at Port Moresby in Septem¬ 

ber, Fifth Air Force transports bringing in 1,500 fresh troops from Aus¬ 

tralia. Fifth Air Force planes bombed and strafed the en any, frustrating 

his efforts to reinforce and resupply his troops. The tide turned quickly 

d ec troops pushed the Japanese back along the trails to Buna. Dur¬ 

ing October and November, the Fifth»s transports flew two regiments over 

the Owen Stanleys to Jungle airstrips within a few miles of Buna and sup¬ 

plied them by air. Construction equipment, steel mats, and asphalt were 

moved in the same manner. Sick and wounded were evacuated on the return 

trips.-* 

ifth made its most Important contribution to this campaign by 

maintaining control of the air. Japanese attacks against the ground forces 

were few and ineffective. After the P-30»s went into action in Decenfcer 

1942, the American margin of air superiority over the Japanese widened 

steadily.* 

By 22 January 1943, organised resistance in Papua was finished. The 

Fifth then launched almost daily attacks against enssy strongholds on the 

northeast New Guinea coast around Huon Gulf. Chief targets were Lae, the 

most active Japanese airfield in eastern New Guinea; Salamaua with its har- 

boi and airfl *; and Pinsehafen, shipping center and anchorage for sea¬ 

planes and tenders. In addition, the Fifth's planes supported ground troops 

in the forobe area of New Guinea, bombed bases in the Bismarck Archipelago 

and the Netherlands Indies, and attacked shipping in the Bismarck Sea and 

surrounding waters.5 



On 2-4 March 1941, Allied A'.r Fore», fourhf th o 
Sea. nils aotlon , , a '' 8 the BatU" ot the Bismarck 

action lasted atout 4« hours r™ the tlme of 

convoy carding reinforcements to Lae until 1, a 
20 missions Allied i destruction. In a total of 

ions. Allied aircraft scored direct hit. 

-t Of their bomb3. Only four shi ^-^tely 35 per- 
^ f r 8hlps sscaped—all destroyers Th« r, 

nese .maintained fighter oover over the ' 
* , th conv°y. feut the Fifth’s 

vented them from -., P 38 s Pr«- 
, _ ^ interfering with the bombers. Lsvsl bomb! 
medium altitude by B-17*s and ¿-25's was , , ^ 

Wei bombing by A-ao-s and B-J. 4u t 1 ^ ^ ^ 

tional protection to th. bc.be/ h ' ” B“"fl*ht.r, afforded addi- 

1 , / 7 simultaneous deck-strafing. The Fifth 

l0St °ne B-17> th- B-38's, and 13 men in combat The d 

eording to their own admission ’ ' JafBnes* ac- 
Mission, approximately 3 000 nrr< 

than 6,000 troops survived and fewer than 1 OOo’ h ^ lM> 

ft mld-sumner of 1,43 the 1 ^ 

During August th. Fif^ ^ ^ ^ -- 

- - - - -ea .oast, 1:;::;: “at ^ “ 
Fifth also strongly atta Ima hM,3r «"“F aircraft loases. The 

9tronely attacked the Alexishafen and í&h 
major Japanese targets in th ua ^d.c„g areas, aiong with 

rg8X,s m the Hansa Bay area r* j o x 
ground forces under . F «a. By 4 September 1943, Allied 

xoreea, under protective air cover wer. , , 
Salamaua The e ,, , ’ »»ftg in on lae and 

following day, 84 c-47's dropp«i 1 700 Amerl 

^ supplied and ^ h '7 

temh ffadZab' northw#8t Lae, and on 6-7 Serv- tember the C-47»s . » ^ m o-f i>ep- 

“ Au5tralla" division to tho Madsab strip The 
paratroops and Australians cut off the Japanese retreat * 

Salamaua-Iae region. The All, ^«t rout, from the 
9 captured Salamaua on u 

00 16 3*F'— Portly thereafter. Alii* grand f ^ ^ 

«hove Finschafen and took it on 2 Octob ^ ^ 
®r, completing control of Huon Gulf.7 
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The campaign for tha Bismarck Archipelago began in October 1943. The 

Fifth Air Force and the Solomons-baaed Thirteenth Air Force increased the 

intensity of their attacks on Rabaul and dropped record bomb loads almost 

daily. By 11 November, they had neutralized Rabaul as a threat to the Al¬ 

lied landing on Bougainville in the Solomons. Allied troops landed on New 

Britain on 15 December; Cape Gloucester airfield fell on 30 December. The 

Admiralty Islands came next, on 29 February 1944, and by 25 March all vital 

areas in the islands were occupied. Within a few days, remaining eneny ba¬ 

ses in the Bismarck Archipelago had been bypassed, and the Fifth*s planes 

came within bombing range of Truk in the Carolines-Japan's supply bastion 

in the central Pacific.8 

During March and April I944 the Allies struggled to gain control of 

upper Northeast New Guinea and to establish a firm foothold farther west 

on the north coast of Dutch *;w Guinea. The Fifth Air Force struck Wewak 

1 and AitaPe during the first part of the period and Hollandia during the 

closing weeks of the campaign. It also operated over the extreme western 

portion of New Guinea, Java, and other points in the Netherlands Indies.9 

The first daylight mission to Hollandia came on 30 March, and on 3 

April the Fifth staged its heaviest air attack to date when 235 bombers, 

escorted by 74 P-38's, dropped 355 tons of bombs. Only one P-38 was lost. 

On 22 April 1944, Allied troops landed at Hollandia and Aitape. By June 

1944» Hollandia was being used as an advance heavy bomber base. Wakde, 

BLak, Owi, and Wbendi fell in rapid succession.^® 

Far East Air Forces was organized on 15 June 1944 to include both the 

Fifth and Thirteenth Air Forces. While the Fifth continued to drive west¬ 

ward, the Thirteenth concentrated on bypassed enemy bases, such as Rabaul, 
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K«i«ng, BougainviH., Md oth.r point. In th. rear araaa.li 

Beginning ln Auguat 19U the Fifth Air Force turned It. attention to 

the reduction of th. Philippine.. Thi. Involved attack, on point, fro. 

warten. Km Guinea northward-through th. Halnahera.-to Mindanao I,land. 

operation, continued agalnat the WevakrAitap. ana and point. In 

Dutch Mew Gain.., end by October th. important oil center of Ballkpajan 

on Borneo was receiving heavy bombing.1* 

Allied force, lamed on lajrte. In the Philippine», In October 19«., 

and by th. end of the year th. Fifth ». attacking th. network of Japan... 

ba... around Manila from airrtrip. on Mindoro, Leyte, „d Samar. On 28 Jan, 

“a17 1%5 th* "“I*”« of Clark Fl.ld marked a high point for th. Fifth'. 

canpalgn in th. Philippine., a. „turn »dm a three-year aerial trek 

of 8,000 mil.., via Port More.by, Buna, Lae, Iioiiandia, Biak, Morotal, 

and Leyte.*U 

Hi. Fifth Air Pore, asaumed new „.poMlbllltie. a. th. Philippin., 

caapal*! progressed tomrd a aucoaful conclusion. Formo», the princi¬ 

pal halfway station on th. .» lane, from Japan to th. Netherland. Indie, 

and Halay. aleo ..rvm .. . staging .r« for outlying garrleon,. ih. Fifth 

neutralized Fomo».. many airfield, to prüfet U.S. forces In th. PhUl^ 

pine, and to ineure th. «meo... of the Invasion of Oklnawa-achedulm for 

AprU. Li addition, it attacked Japan... »hipping i„ the South China Su 

and bärget, along the China coart. Beginning on a mall scale m January, 

the Formosa-China coast campaign «ached it. peak In M^r 1945 and wa. vir¬ 

tually completed In July. Fighter and bomber aircraft successfully coop- 

.rated In day and night adulons agalnat airfields. Industrial targets, 

on U^anTL^:11’ * ... following chapfr. 
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rail lines, and shipping facilities.1^ 

When the war ended in August 1945, elemente of the Fifth Air Force 

were moving into the Ryukyus in preparation for the final assault. From 

Okinawa, Fifth Air Force planes flew against the Japanese home islands and 

coast installations—particularly Shanghai.15 

The Thirteenth Air Force 

Amy air units operating in the South Pacific Area, chiefly in the 

Solomon Islands, were formed into the Thirteenth Air Force in Januaiy 1943. 

After participating in campaigns on Guadalcanal, Bougainville, and other 

islands, the Thirteenth moved westward and, in June 1944, along with the 

Fifth Air Force became a part of the Far East Air Forces (FEAF).16 

The Thirteenth*8 bombers-B-17*s, B-24»s, and B-25's~operating from 

bases in the South and Southwest Pacific areas, aided the Allied drives 

from Australia to the Philippines. Fighter aircraft included P-3B»s, P- 

39»s, P-6l»s, and P-70»s. Thirteenth Air Force planes flew long patrol 

and photographic missions over the Solomon Islands and the Coral Sea and 

raided airfields, installations, and shipping in the Solomons and Bismarcks 

until August 1943. They flew repeated missions against Bougainville, New 

ritain, and New Ireland, inflicting heavy damage on enemy bases. During 

April and May 1944 they attacked the heavily defended Japanese base on 

Woleai, in the Carolines. 

Prior to the invasion of Peleliu in the Palau Island; and Leyte in 

1944, Thirteenth Air Force bombers helped neutralize enemy bases on Tap 

and Truk in the Carolines and other islands in the Palaus. In the Philip¬ 

pines campaign, planes of the Thirteenth supported ground forces, struck 

Jananese shipping, and bombed airfields on Leyte, Luzon, Negros, Ceram, 





107 

Halmahera &nd Foraosa‘ Durin« the closing months of the war, the Thir¬ 

teenth participated in Allied air operations against the Netherlands Indies, 

hitting airfields, shipping, and installations. Thirteenth planes supported 

Australian forces in Borneo, attacked targets in French Indochina, and flew 

frequent patrol missions along the Asiatic coast.17 
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norteenth AF Aircraft Losses 
-- èù 1241 - li Jul 1241 " 

Î2LL A/Ç 

P-17 

B-24 

RB & SB-24 

B-25 

P-38 

P-39 

P-40 

P-61 

P-70 

P-38NF 

P-5 

P-7 

AC-10 

C-47 

1-5 

UC-45 

TOTAL 

Si Pneir.y Action 

In Air On Ground 

§1 SH»! Pauses 

2 

113 15 

14 

58 3 

115 7 

14 

16 

5 

2 

1 

8 1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

~ _1 

352 34 

35 

2 

14 

40 

3 

1 

2 

2 

7 

1 

5 

2 

5 

119 

Total 

2 

163 

18 

75 

162 

17 

17 

7 

4 

1 

16 

2 

9 

4 

7 

1 

505 

SOURCE Collection of Statistics on 13th AF Operations 
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Ihirtsenth of Kne^ Aircraft Destroyed 
I iHi 1241 - 2i Jul 

ËX U^AF Aircraft 

B-24 
B-2S 
P-33 
P-39 
P-40 
P-61 
P-70 

TOTAL 

In the Air On the Ground Total 

434 
6 

223 
14 
32 

5 
2 

816 

254 
24 

108 
3 

1 

390 

738 
30 

331 
17 
82 

6 
_2 

1,206 

TABLE 74 

IMfteenth AF Sorties and Tonnage 
â£alnst. Netherlands Indies Targets 

iâü - Au£ 124¿ 

lype Target 

Airdromes & 
dispersal areas 

Personnel, supply, 
& ground support 

Shipping, docks, 
& wharves 

Oil refineries 
& storage 

TOTAL 

Sorties Percent 

3,059 31.8 

5,683 59.0 

748 7.3 

—136 1.4 

Q,626 100.0 

Tons Percent 

5,867.5 41.7 

7,051.3 50.0 

1,038.1 7.4 

330.3  £ 

14,087.2 100.0 

3“ Operations; 25th SCU, 13th 
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X. TH£ LETTE HAMPAIGK 
OCTOBER - DECïTffiETÎ 1944 

Tha primary purpose of the Lejrte campaign was to establish an air and 

logistical base in the heart of the Philippine Islands to support further 

operations against Luzon, Formosa, and the China coast. Control of Leyte 

by Allied forces would also serve to divide Japanese forces in the Philip¬ 

pines.^ 

In preparation for the Leyte campaign, Allied forces captured Morotai, 

southeast of Mindanao, and the Palaus, east of the Philippines, but these 

islands were too far from Leyte to permit use of land-based aircraft in sup¬ 

port of the landing. Consequently, operation plans called for Navy air to 

prov.de initial protection for the landing forces, beginning with the inva¬ 

sion on 20 October. Land-based planes would assume responsibility for air 

operations after A plus 15 (4 November 1944).2 

GHQ, Southwest Pacific Area, commanded by Gen. Douglas A. MacArthur, 

exercised overall command of the operation. Allied Air Forces, consisting 

principally of FEAF»s Fifth Air Force, had about 750 fighters and 700 bomb¬ 

ers ready : or use in the Leyte campaign. Allied Naval Forces consisted 

principally of carriers and transports of the Third and Seventh Fleets, 

and Allied Land Forces included X and XXIV Corps of the U.S. Sixth Army. 

About 174,000 troops were made available for the initial assault phase on 

Leyte, and more than 202,OCX) ground troops were eventually committed.^ 

Japanese land and air* units in the Philippines on ths eve of the cam¬ 

paign numbered an estimated 432,000 men, including 21,700 on Leyte. A total 
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of ?0,0CX3f including almost 50 GOO Tv-lnf«,. 
tftri t fK 5 reinfor«^nts, was eventually commit¬ 

ted to the islandts defense. Japanese air strength in Kv, , 
strength in Kyushu, Formosa, 

e Philippines was estimated at 1 Am i 
at ^600 ^»««1 at 76 usable 4lr. 

Iields. About I52 fighters T^o k u 
* ers’ ba»b»P«- 9 reconnaissance PUnes were 

available on a October lor atUcbs a^lnst the Wte b.chh.al.4 

y* the prelnraeion Period, beglnnln, about !0 October, PHAP and 

• • Nav, aircraft sought to neutralice lapaneee airpower. FEAF airc.ft 

2 f0rCM " th' — - ~ airfields on 
Mindanao, and protect. Allied naval force, and convoy .. Phi. Fleet 

at Okinawa, Fomosa, northern and southeastern Luzon, and the Visa- 

y «a, the Seventh Air Force attacked bases in the bypassed Marshalls; 

vy an Marine planes hit the Carolines; and the Eleventh Air Fore* made 

iversionary attack on the Kurils fmn the Aleutians>5 

The invasion of Leyte began on 20 October with only naval air protect~ 

.7 ' ^ i0rC" d"^ - — ^ -FS. But F^lnt Jap_ 

an nava± rssistanc, cuWnstinF in the Battle of Wte Oulf on 24-25 

°f th0lr *lr ^ °W " - - - -..1 MacArthur ordered Allied Air Forra« 
fees to assume responsibility for air de- 

Pans, and air support of Wt. on * ctober, . „eek crlisr than planned. 

• a so allocated all land target, m th. Philippines to the Allied Air 

directed the Third Fleet to attack them on2y after cooniination.* 

Accordingly, th. Fifth Air Force Mediately aas«, control of air 

operations on ^ hut it could place relatively few aircraft on the in¬ 

land and it. operations war. severely hatred by »d, airfield conatruc- 

on problema, a. haras-tng lepan,., air attacks. By 1 November th. 
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tactical situation on Layt. vas serious, as the Ja^nese had virtually rt- 

red control of the air, and through 3 November the Fifth's fighters 

were or. the defensive. Meanwhile, other FEAF aircraft attacked airfields 

in the central and southern Philippines through which the Japanese were 

sending air reinforcements.7 

on h November, after additional aircraft arrived, FEAF began to est ab- 

lieh air superiority, isolate the battlefield, and destroy the en«^ l0cal- 

If-in that order of priority. Air superiority was achieved between II 

and 25 November. The need for continuous p-trol over Allied position, ani 

for .trike, against enemy convoys and reinforcements unavoidably limited 

.orties in cióse support of the ground forcea. FEAF planes flew some close 

support sortie, on 25 November and int.™itt,„tly thereafter until the snd 

of the campaign, as the Sixth Army completed the conquest of the Island. 

Elsewhere, FEAF aircraft dropped a heavy tonnage of bomb, on air facilities 

and other targets surrounding Leyte.*8 

When GHQ officially announced on 26 December the end of the Leyte cam¬ 

paign except for mopping-up operations by the Sixth Amgy, FEAF aircraft 

had flown more than 15.00, fighter and ho^er sorties, destroying 6« ene% 

plane, in aerial combat and 408 on the ground. They had also dropped 9,400 

ton. of bombs, principally on airfiald, shipping, supply, and personnel 

targets, wreaking havoc with the enemy's air and troop reinforcements. FEAF 

Plans, destroyed about 50 merchant, escort, and other eft (32 confinned 

by the enemy) cartying 40,000 or more men, of whom an unknown n^ber sanaged 

to reach islands other than Leyte without equipment.7 

air facillties2alone°was as^ollcíí**»1* the of boobs dropped on 

971; Palawan, 54^^,¾°¾^ 3'105! ^ C‘b"’ 



TA
BL

E 
76
 

SO
UR
CE
: 

Re
po

rt
 b
y
 A
EB

, 
SW

PA
, 

Le
yt
e 

Ca
mp
el
gn
, 

1 
Ju
n 

45
, 

pp
 3
40
-4
1.
 



121 

tj 
s 

i 

Hl H 

o| O 

CNíl CM 

Ol o 

Ol o 

ilûl 

i 
Pu 

LA 

>4“ 

A 

& 
•H 

a 

0) 
£ 
3 

s 
•< 

t 
a 

•• 

ë 



122 

Fifth 

lYpq Sortie 

Attack 
Airdromes 
Ack ack 
Buildings 
Bridges 
Docks 
Industries 
Gasoline 
Personnel 
Roads 
Radar 
Shipping 
Supplies 
Truck convoys 
Miscellaneous 

Total attack 

Reconnaissance 

Patrol 

Escort 

Interception 

Other 

TOTAL 

a. B-24's, 8-25*8, 
b. P-38»s, P-47*s, 

during 11-30 No 
£. P-40»s, P-5*s, 

TABLE 78 

tL Sorties in the Leyte Campaign b£ Type 
November 1941 

V Bomber 
Commands 

V Fighter 
ComnandP. 

91gt Recon 
WingÇ 

Mâi 

1,276 
62 
44 
12 

252 
5 
9 

65 
48 

25 

(1,798) 

47 

1,856 

379 
8 

66 
3 

13 
30 
16 

304 

8 
24 

(851) 

69 

2,495 

1,242 

230 

68 

4,955 

36 

48 
65 

8 

78 
15 

189 
115 

6 
22 

(582) 

164 

135 

16 

8 

, 8 

913 

1,691 
70 

158 
80 

8 
13 

360 
36 

9 
558 
163 

14 
71 

(3,231) 

280 

2,630 

1,258 

238 

_82 

7,724 

A-20»s. Does not include 3d and 380th Boob Groups, 
night fighters. Does not include 58th Fighter Group 
'ember. 
'-7*s, 

SOURCE! 5th AF Monthly Stat Sunnary 



ÎTPe Aircraft 

Bombero 

Fighters 

Recon A/C 

TOTAL 

Principal Targets 

Airdromes 

Supplies 

Shipping 

Personnel 

TOTAL 

SOURCES: AAF Stat 

TABLE 79 

FEAF Combat Aircraft on fànd 
SS£ - Dec 19U 

123 

(As of End of Month) 

§e£ Oçt 

1,581 1,547 

1,274 1,1*52 

—21¿ __213 

3,070 3,012 

^ Dec TotaJ 

1,402 1,286 5,816 

1,185 1,133 4,844 

—210 180 818 

2»797 2,599 11,478 

Fifth AF Bomb Tonnage 
Nov - Dec 1944 

November 

1,859 

82 

179 

_ 265 

2,385 

December 

1,438 

321 

245 

-JM 
2,150 

Total 

3,297 

403 

424 

-411 

4,535 

Digest, World War II, p 172; 5th AF Monthly Stat Sunmry. 
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TABLE 81 

Japanas a and Allied Aircraft Destroyed i|i Aerial Combat 
jr l^yta Campaign—10 Óct^- 2& Dec 19U 

Japanese Aircraft Destroyed by 

TUSS. 2l Allied A/C 
Allied Aircraft 

Type 

Tn» Allied A/C jap A/C Number 

B-24 
B-25 
P-38 
P-40 

P-47 
P-61 

F-5 
P-7 

TOTAL 

46 
2 

420 
7 

158 

7 
0 

_2 
643 

16 

1 

23 
0 
6 
0 
1 

_0 

47 

TABLE 82 

atonoac Aircraft Destroyed in Leyte Campaign 
10 Oct - 26 Dec 1944 

Ears.? 
By land-based aircraft 

By AAA (Army) 

By carrier-based aircraft 

TOTAL 

In Aerial £ogbat On the Ground 

643 408 

251 

Uák U&ß 
2,338 1,896 

Losses 

Type 

B-24 
B-25 
P-38 
P-40 

P-47 
P-61 

P-5 
F-7 

Total 

1,051 

251 

2.932 

4,234 

SOORCEi Report by AEB, SWPA, Leyte Campaign, 1 Jun 45, PP U, 195. 
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H. CONQUEST OF LUZON 
JANUARY - JUME 1&46 

The large island of Luzon was considered the main Allied objective in 

the Philippines, to be used as a base against the Japanese homeland. There 

were 260,000 Japanese troops on Luzon in mid-November 1944. From bases on 

Leyte and Mindoro in the last two months of 1944, Far East Air Forces (FEAF) 

pounded enemy bases on Luzon, putting some 1,500 enemy planes out of action, 

most of them on the ground, while the U.S. Third Fleet claimed 2,000 destroy¬ 

ed. By invasion day~9 January 1945“the Allied Air Forces had virtually 

neutralized 12C enemy airdromes in the Luzon-Visayas area. Subsequently, 

FEAF* crews encountered little enemy air opposition over Luzon and easily 

overcame such resistance as they met. 

The elaborate plans for the conquest of Luzon almost paralleled those 

for Leyte. As the ships of the Seventh Fleet moved northward to Lingayen 

Gulf, the Japanese launched intense Kamikaze attacks, especially on 5 and 

6 January, with warships the special target. But the assault convoys safely 

reached Lingayen beaches by 9 January to find that the main Japanese forces 

had retreated to mountain positions in the interior. After surging ashore, 

I and XIV Corps of the Sixth Army established lodgments without difficulty. 

Carrier aircraft protected the ships and the landings, bombing and strafing 

on and behind the beaches and shooting down 17 enemy aircraft while also 

claiming 7 light tanks and 18 trucks destroyed.2 

^The Seventh, Fourteenth, and Twentieth Air Forces also flew missions 
to assist in the isolation of Luzon. (Hist, FEAF, I, 309-10; W.F. Craven 
& J.L. Cate, eds. The AAF in WIE. V, 149, 405, 415.) 
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Aircraft of FEAF’s Fifth Air Force operated primarily to isolate the 

immediate battleground. On , Janua^ alone they knocked out 15 key bridge. 

on. Continuing to press attacks on communications and transportation, 

by the 16th the Fifth had totaled up minimum claims to equal half of Luton's 

prewar locomotive, and a quarter of its nailing stock. And its strike. 

had confined the enemy to movement of troops at nlght.3 

Between 9 and 16 January the escort carrier planes of ra,k Group 77.4 

provided direct support of the ground forces, flying 41 alr.gromd 

FEAF's 310th Bombardment Hing also flew strikes from hindonr. By 16 Jan- 

an airstrip was ready near Lingayen, and C-«'. began bringing in car- 

BO while r-61's boean mov^g ^ ^ the Whj p_38tsj p^oi0i p_5ite 

arrived, bringing strength up to requirements for cover and direct support, 

and the 308th Bombardment Wing fonnally relieved the escort carrier, of 

responsibility for direct support of ground operations in the Lingayen 

area and for protection of convoys to and from Lingayen Gulf. Ch 30 Jan- 

uacf. Fifth Air Force assumed füll responsibility for close support and 

or Luzon, relieving the laet of the escort carriers from duty in 
th« area. 

Although sporadic enemy air attacks continued until 18 January-*^ 

parently from Formosa after the 12th~fev if ^ 
levr 11 any enemy aircraft reinforce- 

»ant. reached Luzon, lb, air strength on the island had retreated to For- 

elsewhere, thus, the Japanese had to defend Luzon without friendly 

airpower. Gen. Tc^oyukl Tamashita, sounder of the Japanese g^nd force. 

Id the Philippines at the time, «id in a postwar Intenogation, etf w, 

W had your artUlary and your air support, w. would have won.-S 

Beginning 18 JAnuayy, FEAF aircraft operated chiefly i„ mp¡x¡rt of 
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the ground drive southward down the central rlaine, enabling HV Corpu to 

take risks It could not hare dared without effective air support. Bj- early 

February the 308th Wing had a growing force of 380 aircnrft, including those 

of Marine units, and the 310th Wing on Hindoo had an equivalent strength, 

ihrly in March these bombardment wings, plus the 309th based on San Marcelino 

airstrip, undertook the support of one Any corps each-the I Corps, nv 

Corpa, and XI Corps respectively.^ 

On 3-4 February, in support of the assault on Manila, 49 C-47's with 

P-38 cover airlifted 2,055 paratroops of the 511th Regiment (lith Airborne 

Division) from Mindoro and dropped them on Thgaytay Ridge, which cmmmded 

highways to the city and Cavite naval baee. Air support provided constant 

column cover to the advancing troops, and fighter-bombers and A-20's erad- 

icated eneny defenses.^ 

General MacArthur announced on 5 February that the assauli phase of 

the luson campaign had been completed, American troops having entered Manila 

that day. But it took another month to uproot the Japanese from the city 

and retake Corregidor, Bataan, and other strongholds in the area. In a 

combined airborne and amphibious ..»«It on 16 Pebmary the island fortress 

Of Corregidor fell quickly to the Slrth Army. In two lifts, 82 Fifth Air 

Force C-47's dropped 2,022 men of the 503d Parachute RCT in a very Mali 

area much more safely than planners dared anticipate. The panrtroop. com¬ 

pletely surprised the enemy «d took their objective speedily. This action, 

combined with an amphibious landing that occurred between the two lifts, 

enabled the Arty to complete the ..Mult phase of the invasion that day.« 

During the consoUdation period. Firth Air Force fighters bcnbed and 

straf«! eneay position, in close support mieeions, C-47's drooped supplies, 



and heavy bomber, at™* every aignificant Urge*., notably ene^y concentre 

tien» in the Antipolo-Ipo area. On 16-17 May about 200 flghtera. in the 

largest ground support strike of the Pacific war, caused great destruction 

by dropping napalm on Ipo defenses.9 A few days later Gen. Walter 'rueger 

cosnanding the Sixth Army, sent the following message to MaJ. Gan. Ennis 

C. Whitehead, the commander of the Fifth Air Force:10 

support^of ou^attack ^6 vlta?; Ipo possible by splendid 
toP^u and Zr liï: 7 70Ur My he-tfelt ^ani:3 

Air support of the Philippine guerrillas in north Luton contributed 

significantly to the campaign between January and June. FEAF aircraft 

struck enemy concentrations, supply dumps, installations, and towns. The 

»apply drop, and supply landing, were of inestisable value, cargoes con- 

slsting of ammunition, weapons, rations, medical supplies, and even Jeep.. 

One of the moat succesaful guerrilla-support missions occurred on 23 

February as part of a skillfully executed airtome and amphibious raid on 

IX.S Banos prison, in southern Luzon. While fighters strafed and bombed 

the vicinity, 10 C-47'e dropped 125 troopers who Joined infiltrators to 

surprise the Japanese guards and liberate 2,147 Allied prisoners.11 

Another successful airdrop at the northern end of Luton on 23 Jun. 

helped close the final trap on the Japanese in the Philippines. At dawn 

on the 23d, 54 C-47's and 14 C-46<s of the 54th Troop Carrier Wing lifted 

994 men of the 511th Parachute Infantry Regiment from Lipa a distance of 

348 mil.» and droppei them at Camalaniugan, a few mile, aouthea.t of Aparri, 

which elements of the 37th Diviaion had entered on 21 April. In the flight 

mere 7 gliders transporting heavy equipment, including a Jeep and 75-n«. 

howitzers. Thia marked the first Pacific airborne operation in which 
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gHd’” "er'UBOd- ^ ™ by .lr, atUokB[t south_, at 

one. aM Join ad th. 37th Infant^ thra. day. Ut.r to clMr th. r. 
Imr WifK h Cagayan val~ 
"• "th* 0f ™„„„ th. for Luzon 

»3 ovfir.1^ 

Mraot ,UH1ort the prl„clral alr a?tiïlty of ^ ^ 

aoticai air ^«tion, pr^^ haoaua. of two th^a: thar. wa, a 

c of atrataglc targata and, alnca the ena^'a air force lr th. Philip 

f " r bMn Urg017 dMtre70d' th' Fmh *ir F- — -, battle- fi.M within the firet few weeks.13 

»oar th. end of the war the Joint Chief, of Staff observed:* 

"»* atrikîn^üL^'nf the^ffec?^ °perat*r,s, “» think th. 

.l-TÄtl^Srco^S r “”«»0vyXUaÄ d^' of the - - - xr 
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TABUE 83 

äiE Mt» Siïâas £10« gutfort In Luzon Camnzl« 
¿0 Jan - ¿o Jun 1945- 

Uhlt 

S?r »s.- 
348th Ftr ói. 6?fJî;u31?;h’ 3U^> & 201»t S<!» 
475th Ftr al'. ’ ^»t- 3*2d. 4 460th S,, */5on Ftr Gp: «lat, ya, 4 W3d ^ 

Total fighters 

unn Bomb g ai; 3^'63Ä^:h4 Äf 
Total light bombers 

S3®: «ÄÄ 

ES«!, 1¾%¾ 
380th Banb Gp (H): 

Total heavy bcmbers 

71st Tactical Recon Gp: 
17th Tkctical Recon Sq 
82d Tactical Recon Sq 
UOth Tactical Recon Sq 

Total reconnaissance aircraft 

Piw Mzrlne Air King! 24th 4 33d Mi rin. Air Gp. 

GRAND TOTAL 

A/S Total 1 

P-51 
P-38 
P-51 
P-38 
P-47 
P-51 
P-38 

A-20 
A-20 
A-20 

B-25 
B-25 

B-24 
B-24 
B-24 
B-24 

B-25 
P-51 
P-51 

SED 

50 
75 
75 
75 

100 
100 

J1 
550 

64 
64 

Jk 
192 

64 
64 

128 

48 
48 
48 

_48 

192 

16 
25 
2¿ 
66 

166 

1,294 

a. Authorised strengths. 

SOURCE: Sirth U.S. Airy, Repon of th. CamjBignj T> 
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TABLE 84 

Ai£ Mt_a Firing Support Mlaslona 
fflP8r 3Q^th Bombardment Wing 

H Feb 19451 

Mt 

18th Fighter Op 

35th Fighter Op 

475th Fighter Gp 

3d Air Commando Gp 

547th Night Fighter Sq 

82d Tactical Recon Sq 

UOth Tactical Recon Sq 

24th MAG and 3 2d MAG 

312th Bomb Gp (L) 

38th Bomb Gp (m) 

26th Photo Sq 

157th, 159th, 160th Liaiaon Sqa 

TOTAL 

3YPe A/C 

P-38 

P-47 & P-51 

P-38 

P-51 

P-61 

P-40 & P-51 

P-40 & P-51 

SBD 

A-20 

B-25 

F-5 

L-5 

Aaalgped 

68 

69 

70 

49 

11 

21 

24 

141 

45 

43 

10 

-¿k 

602 

- 2d operational plane, remalnl apprexlaately the eatne until 

SOURCE: Sixth C.S. krxj. Report of the Luaon Campaign, 1, 99. 
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TAB IE 85 

Ei£í!i iE ääHss^ai.Sffiääi asp;» ia ¡mon cmmi«, 
Eg ¿»a - ¿o Mft£ 8 isautáBi 

Bombers 

Fighters 

Bomb tonnage^ 

Total 
Sortiesi 

12,695 

13 555 

Numbep ln 
teffd Support 

11,309 

13,064 

Percentage ip 
2l2îffll Support 

Ô9 

96.4 

13,492 tons 11,697 tons 87 

â.* 

b. 

Fifth AF sorties not used in ground , 
and maintain neutralization Wer® “"P10^ to achieve 
Hainan i.^nd f "«* “ 
Padaran. ^ enemy shipping between Amoy and Caps 

SHïï?" 

SOURCE: Air Evaluation Board, SWPA 
Annex 0. * Report 16, Fighter Bombing and Strafing, 
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TABLE 86 

““ “ 4£lÆ In Luzon Camoaiffn Saak team bj; ^ 
6 Jan - Mar 1945 

LrPff. Sortie 

Gain & maintain 
air superiority 

Isolation of 
battlefield 

Close support 

All other (recon. 
Industrial, For¬ 
mosa, NEI) 

TOTAL 

Tons 
Dropped 

Forcent Dropped 
on TactlcalTargets 

3,438 17#1 

10^7 52,ö 

6,064 30.1 

2,686 _ 

22 »^5 100.0 

TABLE 87 

in Idiîon Campai^ 
Ëggçtlre Sorties by TypTpîk^r^ 

6 Jan - '15 Mar 1945 

Forcent Dropped 
2û Ali Ergota 

15.0 

46.6 

26.6 

100.0 

£^6/2. 

Bombers 
B-24 
B-25 
A-20 

Total 

Fighters 
P-38 
P-40 
P-47 
P-51 
P-61 

Total 

Reconnaissance 
F-5 
F-6 
F-7 
OA-10 

Total 

GRAND TOTAL 

meotíye Sorties Percent Sorties 

5,509 
3,202 

36.00 

9,394 
1,612 
6,438 
3,042 
1.773 

22,259 58tl3 

1,228 
864 
I45 

_¿0 

2^7 5.87 
38,292 1.00.00 

SOURCE: 
FlMl Consolidation Jth 1 Uth AF's In luwn Canpilgn. 
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TABLE 88 

IML Effective Sortlea b_x Type Aircraft 
Jan - Jun 1945 

1945 Haavy Bomber Med & Light Bomber Fighter 
Jan 
Feb 
Har 
Apr 
Hay 
Jun 

TOTAL 

2,204 
2,751 
3,555 
3,450 
3,548 

J-Jg? 
19,177 

3,561 
3,757 
4,356 
3,827 
4,940 

-Ii0fr2 

23,483 

9,605 
9,793 

11,884 
13,810 
12,247 
10.818 

68,157 

TABLE 89 

£MF Total Fighter Sorties bv TVn* 
T_ T rr. 
Jan - Jjm 1945 

licort 

Jan 2,542 
Feb 2,193 
Mar 2,284 
Apr 1,782 
May 514 
Jun 962 

TOTAL 10,277 

Bombing & Strafing 

2,145 
3,177 
6,926 

-3-,355 
11,223 

-¿ató? 
44,281 

Recon Other*! 

413 5,539 
257 4,991 
268 3,485 
155 1,598 
219 1,277 
304 1.460 

1,616 18,400 

-* Interception, patrol, sweep, & sea-search. 

SOURCE* AAF Stat Digest, World War II, 

Total 

15,450 
16,301 
19,795 
21,08? 
20,735 

■27,44? 
110,817 

Total 

10,689 
10,618 
12,963 
14,890 
13,233 
12,181 

74,574 

PP 224, 
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XII. CENTRAL PACIFIC CAMPAIGNS 

1942 - 1945 

In th. central Pacific campaign, of 1942-45 th. An^ Air Fore, played 

a .ignificant but secondary role. Th. U.S. Navy exercised command of the 

theater and, together with the Marines, provided most of the land and air 

forces engaged. The combat elements of the AAF-s Seventh Air Force cam. 

under the operational control of the Navy with the establishment of the 

Pacific Ocean Areas (PDA) on 30 March 1942. This arrangement continued 

until late in the war.l 

The Seventh was destined to operate under eeveral handicaps. Except 

for the Battle of Midway-3-5 June 1942-it saw little combat for most of 

the first two years of the war. It served primarily as a defense force 

for the Hawaiian Island., a. an organisation for training crew, and modify¬ 

ing aircraft for other tactical units, and as a forwarding agency for men 

and aircraft enroute to more active Pacific thaaters. I„ addition. Its 

units and other resource, «re frerpiently lent or transferred to other or- 

ganizationa.^ 

In its first major engagenmt-the Battle of Midway in June 1942-the 

Seventh flew 54 B-17 sortie, and sent 4 8-26-. in a torpedo attack against 

the Japanese fleet. Postwar Japan... records and interrogations indicate 

that land-based Amy, Navy, „d Marin, planes did little, if any.damage 

during the famous naval battle .3 

Bet««, the summer of 1942 and the fall of 1943, the Seventh-, main 

combat force consist«! only of a single group of heavy bomber aircraft. 
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But it. limitad bombing and r.cormai.aanc. aotlvitle. nanoad 
•LV1I,les ^nged ovar a wide 

araaî Guadalcanal, Wake, Rabaul th. , 
* Gilberts, and many other islands, 

««connaissance of the Gilbet w u , 
Gilbert and Marshall islands by Seventh Air Force 

planes provided the Ifevy with j 
Mu,, , 18 inteUlganc. for planning an as- 
oault against them. In nr»™ + j » 
s ^ n f0r thM' “»pui«"., in late 19«, th. 
Seventh was augment«! to a strength of three fleht.« a 

squadrons.4 ^ Wm bMlb*rtta,nt 

-uh r „T rof the atuok° °n th* °iib-rt' - -—— 
th. U.3. Navy, ft employ, about *0 carrlsr alrcft against th. 

and ïbOUt 700 Mrrl" *e*iu>t th. Marshalls, m both 
operations the Seventh perfonned search 

d r®connAissance and struck at 
enerçy shipping, air bases, and install»*^ 
ed on T installation.. By the time the Marines land¬ 
ed on Tarawa, the main ta«et in 

Seventh h.d r, ’ 2C th. 
o»n 141 sorties against the island. Only in th r -s"-"-——*- “ :r r.r “r- “• -- . i or because of operatlonol hasarda r.» 

,. . _ hazards, Jap«.,«, aircraft losses „„ K 
—V •» »  -- „ ^ ^ 

.. «! zrf "r “ •' “ «• —« 

ferch 19U th* 7PaS8ed ^ the ^r0h&lla> and* boding on 15 

n. ? bWMd " - — —n. against th. 

rr rron ^ - 

the Navy ^ ^^ ^ ^ —tlon .th .irc„ft of 

" ““ th* ^ ^ th. Solomons. ^ r^m. 
under attack until tha end of the —« 

* Durln« «>« first fl„ month, (to 
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17 August 1944), the Seventh flew 1,107 sorties to drop 2,541 tons of bombs 

on the island. In the same period it claimed 32 Japanese planes shot down, 

12 probables, and 26 damaged against 9 aircraft destroyed and 91 damaged by 

eneny aircraft or antiaircraft fire.6 

Marine and Army forces began the invasion of the Marianas with a land¬ 

ing on Saipan on 15 June 1944. One week later, on 22 June, two squadrons 

of P-47 fighters were catapulted-probably for the first ;ine in combat- 

from two Navy carriers, landing on Saipan. Within a few hours they were 

providing close air support for ground troops—also the first time by Land- 

based fighters in the central Pacific. After participating with the Navy 

in softening up nearby Tinian Island, the Seventh's fighters again provided 

close support for ground troops on Tinian and Guam when these two islands 

were invaded late in July. On 18 July, the Seventh had more than 100 fight¬ 

ers, including P-61 night fighters, on Saipan. By 15 August the Seventh's 

P"47’8 ^ flown a]jnost 2,700 combat sorties in the Marianas, not counting 

combat air patrols and alerts. losses during this period were relatively 

light. In late July and early August, B-24 and B-25 aircraft arrived on 

Saipan to support operations on Tinian and Guam, and to begin neutralization 

of a Japanese airfield on Iwo Jima and a seaplane base on Chichi Jima.7 

At the end of the Marianas campaign the Seventh Air Force, now sprawled 

over many Pacific islands and 3,000 miles from its home base, was relieved 

of responsibility for the defense of the Hawaiian Islands. By 20 December 

1944 its headquarters had moved from Hawaii to Saipan. The combat units 

remained under the operational control of the Navy except for one group of 

bombers placed under the operational control of Far East Air Forces (FEAF) 

on 7 November to support the Philippines campaign.8 
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Th. atUck. again at h.arlly d.fmd<ri Iwo Jta during 19U-45 wer. th. 

«at prolonged that th. Navy and th. Seventh Air Foro, carriel out, and 

probably „0 Pacific laland uaa eo heavily bombed before it uaa invadel. 

Harinea landed on Iwo on 19 February 1945, and on 8 March th. Seventh.,, 

P-51'. joined Harina aircraft In flying daylight and night patrol.. The 

p-51'a .1« fl« a total of 125 «Hie. In cloae aupport of th. ground 
troops.9 

On 1 March 1945, two fighter groupa and two night fighter squadron, 

were transferred from the Seventh to th. Amy Air Force, ftcific Ocean 

, 0 provide fighter escort for m Bomber Command's B-29 attacks up¬ 

on Japan. The Seventh became essentially a bomber force.10 

A. World War n neared its clisar and th. Allies obtained base's closer 

to Japan, AAF forces In the Pacific „re realigned. Effective .14 July the 

Seventh was transferred to FEAF on Okinawa. Ih.se changes cabled the 

Seventh to operate for the first time in World War II a, an integrated air 

force under AAF co-a„d. It, strength had grown steadily until In July it 

po essed three fighter and four bombardment groups and a night fighter 

squadron. The Seventh began attacking enemy airfield, and target, of op- 

portunity on *u.hu and mealier nearby islam,,, „„ring it. comlat 

capacity, from 1 July until th. end of th. war it fl« 4,442 sorties, losing 

only 10 plane, ,to enemy antiaircraft and 2 to enemy aircraft. U 
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TABI£ 90 

Seventh AF Aircraft on HandJL 
Nov - Au£ 124¿ 

m. 
Nov 
Dec 

1944 
Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
Jun 
Jul 
Aug 
Sep 
Oct 
Nov 
Dec 

Í241 
Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
Maye 
Jun 
Jul£ 
Aug 

£23. £22 £±c P-42 p-¿i F-6i 

7 
b 
b 
b 

83 
76 

35 
25 

72 
75 

61 
58 
59 
41 
41 

107 
94 

79 
84 

59 
71 

62 
57 
82 
66 

139 
182 
190 
153 
162 
142 
115 
78 

73 
70 
67 
97 

6 
66 

153 
l6l 

6 
5 
7 
8 
7 

19 
28 
29 

40 
45 
16 
10 
15 

18 
.18 

114 
118 

110 
132 
152 
156 
164 
220 
240 
225 
187 
187 
154 
166 

178 
180 
135 
131 
130 
129 
120 
117 

85 

91 
102 

99 
98 

113 
125 
137 
141 
135 
135 

68 
66 

ä- 

b. 

bombers show mcmth” average^^ber^1^"^1 imlt3î fi£ur'JS for 
fied, absence of data is^n! * band* Unless otherwise speci- 
AF or to cliangeover in type aircraft8 er °f °r °Ut °f Seventh 

j oí u’^,Äti,th AF and raaaai^ad to Sev«,tn 
Figures for P-6l not based on full month. 

SOURCES: 9th SCU, Operations of 7th AF in ; 
The Last Four Months of War (An 0] 

, Nov 43-Apr 45 
Sum of 7th AF) 

» 
f 

PP 20-21, 
P 9. 

& 
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TIB LE 91 

Sgyanth AJF Mfectlve Combat Sorties 
Nov HF - Au£ 1945 

Fiühters 
P -3 tí 
P-39 
F~40 
P-47 
P-61 
P-47»s & P-6l»¿ 

Bombera 
B-24 
B-25 

TOTAL 

PsiM 

Nov 44-Feb 45 
Dec 43-Feb 44 
Jan 44-Mar 44 
Jun 44-Mar 45 
Jim 44-Mar 45 
Apr 45-Aug 45 

Nov 43-Aug 45 
Dec 43-Oct 44 
Jul 45-Aug 45 

Sorties 

281 
635 
501 

18,281 
983 

1,824 

12,393 
4,831 

39,729 

§. Statistics on sorties prior to November 1943 not available, 
b. Breakdown by type aircraft not available. 

SOURCES: 9th SCU, Operations of 7th AF in PÛA, Nov 43-Apr 45, pp 27, 66, 
94, 100, 104, 112, 116, & The Last Four Months of War (An Opni 
Sum of 7th AF), p 12, 31; Operations of 7th AF, 1 Apr-30 Jun 45, 

TAB IE 92 

Seventh AF Claims against Enemy Aircraft 
Nov - Aug 1945 - 

2m o£ Action 

Aerial combat 
Oi the ground 

TOTAL 

Destroyed 

298» 

413 

Ersl^iy 
Dsstroygd 

Damaged Total 

127 195 620 
J8 Jk m 
165 279 857 

K Reimes one assist credited to F-7 on Joint Army-Navy strike. 
-• Although 35 of these aircraft were reported on AAF Fora 34 as destroyed, 

there are reasons to believe they were damaged rather than destroyed. 

SOURCES: 9th SCU, Operations of ?th AF in PQA, Nov 43-Apr 45, p 18, & The 
last Four Months of War (An Opnl Sum of 7th AF), p 7. 
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— m'-h- — SÄ 3ÄSa« ffi Principal Tarnet« 
Nov läärr Aualäi- 

Targets 

Gilbert Islands 

Marshall Islands 

Caroline Islands 

Wake Island 

Mariana Islands 

Bonins & Volcanoes 

Marcus Island 

Philippines 

Japanese Homeland 

China 

Miscellaneous 

TOTAL 

Bomb Tons 

6ö2.7 

4,919.8 

6,475.7 

512.4 

1,298.3 

6,868.6 

331.5 

3.193.6 

4.366.6 

719.3 

-1.724.2 

31,092.7 

“*• - »’S ¡ä""» k ï: •' 

S ffi S 2- * 



«•produced fixât W.F. Cvmu & J.L. Cat«, «da, Tb« dray Air 
Fore«« la World War II. IV (Chicago, 1950), 35ÎT 



X'III. THE ALEUTIANS CAMPAIGN 
JUNE 1942 - AUGUST 1943 

Prior to Pearl Harbor, Alaskan defense was a function of the U.S. Navy, 

supported by air and „round units at points where coastal installations re¬ 

quired protection fro. possible ain raids. After the be„inninP of the war 

"lth Japan- the need for än air defense systea, cause-i the Arov Air 

Force, to establish the Alaskan Air Force on 15 Januaty 19«. On 5 February 

it was redesignated the Eleventh Air Force.1 

In Hay 1942 the Kleventh possessed three filter squadrons, one heavy 

and two mediun, bo.bard.ent squadrons, and one transport squadron. In late 

May all Amy, Navy, and Canadian forces in Alaska cane under the H.s. Navy., 

North Pacific Force. The Eieventh operated under this comand thmup-hout 

World War II.2 

On 3-4 June 1942, Japanese carrier planes attacked Dutch Harbor, in 

the Aleutians, destroying much property and killing 43 and wounding 50 U.S. 

personnel. On 7 June the Japanese landed troops on Attu and Kiska, farther 

cut in the island chain, adding reinforcements at the and of the montn.3 

Eleventh Air Force 8-17-. and B-24's and Navy FBLs (Catalina,) attack¬ 

ed Kiska betwsen 11 and 14 June, sinking one Japanese transport and a de¬ 

stroyer and possibly damaging two small craft. But weather condition, re¬ 

stricted flying, and by the end of June only 6 miasion, bad been completed ¡ 

in July only 7 out of 15. khen air attacks fail«, to dislodge the enemy 

from tb. islands th, U.S. Navy tried bombaient, without much ,uccsss.4 

Fear, lest the Japanese extend their penetration led to a continued 
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if limited U.S. military buildup in the Aleutians. New bases on Adak and 

Amchitka islands soon permitted increased air strikes against Attu and 

Kiska. Meanwhile, weather, inadequate radio and navigation aids, and in¬ 

sufficient training continued to take their toll. From 3 June to 31 Octo¬ 

ber 1942 the Eleventh claimed 32 Japanese planes shot down and 13 destroy¬ 

ed on the water but suffered the loss of 72 aircraft, only 9 in combat. 

In January 1943 a few missions in bad weather cost 11 aircraft.'* 

In early 1943 the North Pacific Force began preparing to retake the 

islands by assault in May. Air activity increased until in April the Elev¬ 

enth reached its operational peak, flying 1,175 sorties. But relatively 

few aircraft reached Attu because of weather. From July 1942 until D-day 

(11 May 1943), the Eleventh managed only 182 sorties against Attu. Many 

sore reached Kiska, slightly closer. Photo reconnaissance of Attu was 

good, however, providing the basis for the 2,000- to 2,500-man estimate 

of Japanese strength that later proved substantially correct.^ 

toT the invasion of Attu, North Pacific Force assembled a strong 

fleet, a large landing force—11,000 men of the U.S. Amy’s Seventh Divi¬ 

sion—79 naval aircraft, and the Eleventh Air Force. The Eleventh had 

168 planes, cc^sisting of 80 P-40’s, 26 P-38’s, 3 F-5«s, 28 B-24»s, and 

31 8-25*3, based on Uranak, Adak, and Amchitka islands. Against this for¬ 

midable array of power the Japanese had about 2,600 ground troops, 12 

antiaircraft guns, and 15 planes. There remained, however, the danger of 

Japanese air attacks from the Kurils.7 

The invasion of Attu began on 11 May at Holtz and Massacre bays. Elev¬ 

enth Air Force plants were grounded, leaving only a few planes from the car- 

rier Nassau to provide initial air support. There was no immediate eneny 
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opposition, out as the U.S, troops advar.':od they fand the Japanese 'ell 

dug in, and the attack proved difficult and costly.3 

Fog and high winds allowed the Eleventh to provide effective assist¬ 

ance to ground troops on only 11 of the 20 critical fighting days. Í .t 

when weather permitted, air support frequently helped American troops to 

clear enemy positions. Tn addition to bombing and strafing attacks in the 

battle area, the planes struck at antiaircraft sites, shipping, and instal- 

lations, dropping a total of 132 tons of bombs during the nine days the 

Eleventh could operate. A few supply drops were also made. On 23 May 5 

P-38f3 intercepted about 16 Mitsubishi bombers over Attu—the second air 

strike from the Kurils in two days—and shot down 5 at a cost of 2 of their 

own. Navy flyers also found the going difficult, the carrier Nassau rarely 

sending out more than four aircraft at a time and never launching an all- 

out attack. In the air war for Attu, the Eleventh claimed at least 5 Jap¬ 

anese planes shot down and 7 probables against a loss of 3 planes and 11 

men. The Navy claimed two Japanese planes by antiaircraft fire and lost 
Q 

7 planes and 3 men. 

Ground fighting on Attu ended on 29-30 May. Japanese defense of the 

island cost them 2,351 dead and 28 captured. American losses were about 

600 dead and 1,200 wounded.^ 

To retake Kiska a new airfield was quickly built on Attu and another 

on Shenya, about 25 miles east of Attu. As the Japanese were believed to 

have 7,000 to 8,000 men on Kiska, a larger Allied task force was assembled 

by the North Pacific Force. It included 34,426 ground troops of whom 5,300 

were Canadians. Eleventh Air Force strength rose in August 1943 to an aver¬ 

age of 359 aircraft. Target date for the invasion was 15 August.^1 



F'°” 1 10 15 th0 E1-"lh new 1.454 30rUes agalnst and 

d,U,'red ^255 t0nS °f Xavy aiepetchea CaUlirBa on 

nisnt bobbin, raid, and It. warahip. .h.Ued Installation,, air at¬ 

tack. frequently drew flak and da^ged n«.rou, aircraft but none were 

knocked down. To forestall Japanese surprise attacks from the Kurils, the 

Eleventh took the offensive against them, striking three times between 10 

July and 11 August.^ 

The invasion of Kiska on 15 Auprst brought surprise and chagrin to 

th. troops, for the Japanese had evacuated Kiska on 28 July by ship and 

submarine. Thus for 18 day, the Allies had fought phantom battles. The 

successfu! evacuation was attributed to Allied failures, bad weather, and 

luck. Whatever th, reasons, 1.., than 10,<XX> Jálese troops, a s^u 

«•at, and a few squadron, of seaplanes tad tied up sitable Allied nava! 

and air units for more than a year. Redeplcyment of r.ch of the U.S. mil- 

itaiy strength from the theater followed.33 

Sr the end of th. Aleutian, campaign (June 1942-Augu.t 1943), the 

Eleventh had flown more than 6.100 sorti«« i r, 
’ sorties. Its last major strike against 

th. Kurils With 7 8-24.. and 12 B-25., on 11 Septmaber wa. co.tly. Curing 

a 50-mlnute air battle against 60 en«y fighter., the Eleventh,s püots 

clammed 12 Japan.,. piano, .hot do«, and 3 probable, but lost 3 in c^bat 

and 7 more when their pilot, tad to land at Petropavlov.k In Soviet 

Kamchatka. Another mission was not attempted for five months. In the In¬ 

terim, th. Eleventh Air Force devoted itself to reorganisation and training. 

It particularly trim! to reduc. operational tasaos, which during the Aleu¬ 

tians campaign had claimed 174 aircraft a. compared to only 40 lost ir 

combat.1** 
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In early Febmary 1944, 16 P-38»s and 6 B-25's, flying in relays, cov¬ 

ered the retirement of the fleet after it shelled the Kurils. No Japanese 

aircraft appeared but two P-38's were lost. For the remainder of the war 

the Eleventh conducted routine patrols and occasional bombing and recon¬ 

naissance missions over the Kurils. The Japanese, in turn, rrade a few air 

strikes against the Aleutians. But the presence of U.S. naval and air units 

in the Aleutians caused the Japanese to maintain sizable ground and air 

forces in the Hokkaido-Kurils area-and out of other combat areas—until 

the end of World War II.^ 



TABUE 95 

èiCSffiít on Kmdä- 
sfiSl 1242 - Am 1241 

1242- 
Month 

Jun 
Jul 
Aug 
Sep 
Oct 
Nor 
Dec 

19Ö 
255 
276 
285 
312 
324 
321 

1241 
Month 

Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
App 
Mfty 
Jun 
Jul 
Aug 

llgyggs amber 
Alpgrgt’ 

301 
290 
288 
264 
278 
292 
352 
359 

■' =a«nl>alon, 67.3 to »7.9 pore«*. 

TABUE 96 

teSQth AF Bomb Ibnnare 
¿¡a 1242 - Aug Î943 

1242 

Jun 
Jul 
Aug 
Sep 
Oct 
Vor 
Dec 

§SSÈ an» 

29 
41 
15 
84 

216 
14 
52 

Total 

®A® «WU. - 3,662 ton. 

13U. 

Month 
§Sa& Ton« 

Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
Jim 
Jul 
Aug 

19 
178 
297 
771 
5U 
270 
497 

_Ü8 
3,01 

SOURCE: 
27th SCO, nth AF sut Sraucr, Än 42-Aug 45, pp 10, 12. 
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1242 
Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

mi 
Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

TOTAL 

TABLE 97 

KLeranth AF Combat Sorties Flown 
Jun 1942S. - Aug 1943 

Heavy Bombers Medium Bombers Fighters 

77 

86 

13 

110 

229 

43 

97 

33 

10 

3 

4 

13 

16 

63 

0 

0 

36 

160 

108 

16 

132 

65 

72 

200 

244 

212 

122 

196 

1,941 

36 

62 

232 

147 

187 

109 

113 

-202 

1,230 

61 

7 

339 

784 

505 

176 

280 

3,006 

a. Statistics prior to June 1942 not available. 

Total 

110 

96 

52 

274 

350 

75 

292 

162 

141 

771 

1,175 

904 

407 

589 

779 

6,177 

SOURCE: 2?th SCU, 11th AF Stat Suanary, Jun 42-Aug 45. p 11 
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TABUS 98 

Slerwith éL pâ iSJMOSS. Alrcimft SE. Hand & th® Worth Pacific 
THaaka-AleutlAna apd Hokicaido-KurilT) 

Jan 1944 - Amt 1945 

Averyff Number Average Number 
Eleventh APS. Aircraft Ja/psneseS. Aircraft 

¿244 
Jan 
Feb 
Kar 
Apr 
May 
Jim 
Jul 
Au« 
Sep 
Oct 
Nov 
Dec 

255 
263 
261 
255 
255 
25C 
259 
259 
263 
258 
250 
243 

32 
38 

148 
398 
567 
538 
544 
472 
352 
285 
222 
155 

1945 
Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
Jim 
Jul 
Aug 

249 
300 
298 
287 
241 
238 
245 
255 

105 
70 
70 
85 

179 
207 
322 
435 

&. Aircraft in commission: 65.5 to 83.8 percent. 
b. Japanese estimates based on WDGS air order of battle reports. Estimates 

prior to 1944 net available. 

SOURCE: 27th SOU, 11th AF Stat Sunmary, Jun 42-Aug 45, pp 5, 25. 
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TABLE 99 

Eggnth AP Combat Sortie Flown 

19UL 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
Jun 
Jul 
Aug 
Sep 
Oct 
Nov 
Dec 

1241 
Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
Jun 
Jul 
Aug 

TOTAL 

Tot^l Sgftlejj Effective Sorties Npneffectlve Sortie» 

38 
37 
29 
U2 
21 
67 

110 
125 

75 
33 

19 
25 
22 
35 
20 
57 
97 
99 
60 
14 

19 
12 

7 
7 
1 

10 
13 
26 
'5 
19 

65 
65 

114 
90 
82 
90 
75 

_28 
1,196 

55 
35 
53 
52 
77 
70 
53 

-1 
850 

10 
30 
61 
38 

5 
20 
22 
Jl 
346 

&. Statistics for September 1943-February 1944 not available. 

SOURCE: 27th SCU, 11th A* Stat Sunaary, Jun 42-Aug 45, p 19. 
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TABUE 100 

asaBi6 “ ^ 

Destroyed 

Kissing 

Probably destroyed 

Damaged 

Ilerenth AP 

18 

27 

Anmese 

33 

52 

24 

48 

69 I1r"lth iir Porc* alaiMd 
to 00*0,1. ‘SÍ V^’w Í? 

S» IV (Chicago. 1950) 307^ 
Jun 42-Aug 45, p 13.) 19W' 397* 271,1 ^ llth AP Stat Swnaiy, 

SOURCE: 2?th SCU, nth AP Stat Suaury 
, Jun 42-Aug 45, p 22. 
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XIV. THE KOREAN WAR 
JUNE 1950 - JULI 1953 

On the nomlflg following th. North Korean attack on the Republic of 

Ko«. (ROK) on 25* June 1950, th. «.3. Gooemnent direct«! the Far Ea.t 

Air Force, (FEAF) to pr«n>nt ^ lnt.rf.r«,c. with venation of U.S. 

pereonnel. According, FEAF air cower the Mf. TOCua„ion of 862 

peraonnel hx air and ,05 nor. h, other nean. in the flret few daf. of th. 

wr. After 26 June, in accordance with direct!™, FEAF filter, expanded 

their »i..lon to e.tablirt air «periorlty oxer South Ko™, to attack 

»orth Koraan target., and to protect th. »o™„t 0f south Korean troop., 

Bf an ear],, date FEAF had deetroy«! noet of th. 162-plan. North Ko™n air 

fore«.1 

Although FEAF aircraft, „ part of the O.N. force, in Ko™, 

air eupreoacy fro. th. beginning of hc.tillti.., HOK troop. ^ o.s. Eighth 

A^ unit., the latter added piece™!, wer. pch*, dom th# _ 

By Auguat th^ were fore«! by the well-trained North Korean to fall 

bank to a d.fen.e line at th. Nekton* Riwer, for the protection of th. ri- 

t.1 port of Puaan. M^nwhil., at the direction of Far Ea.t Oc-nnd h«d- 

quartere, FEAF «.«! nort of it. fighter, and bonber. for clo.e »pport or 

interdiction in th. ricinity of th. battl. .™. c« 2 iairat> 

tag O-reral KrcArthur-. appro«!, FEAF began it. flret V.t«atic interdlc- 

ptognu in North Ko™, a. for FEAF'. cloae mpport actlwity, an offl- 

cial Arary hlrtorlan ha. conclud«i that FEAF -probably ax.rcLed . greater 

*Local time. 
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relative influence in Auguet 1950 in determining the outcome of the Ptorrmn 

battles then In any other month of the war."2 

Relief cerne to the defender, around Puaan on 15 Septmaber when the 

Eighth Amy'« I Corpa landed on the mat coaat of Korea at Irchon. In the 

coordinated naval, gromd, and air action that follomd, the back of the 

•torth Korean ground force, «a. broken. Bj the end of Sept «aber, 0.». and 

ROK unit, near* the 38th parallel and in October «d November drov, through 

Worth Korea toward the Talu River. 

The firat phaa. of the Korean Kir, ending «hen Chinea. Communiât 

force, joined the conflict in Nbvaaber 1950, ». marie«, bp «cUn.lv. u.. 

of alrpomr in rapport of ground fore. Of the 58,128 REAP aorties flora 

by 31 October 1950, 36 percent mre for ground rapport and 26 percent for 

interdiction. By 25 Novraber. FEAF attack. Irai erected . heavy toll, de- 

etroying the North Roman air force and dertroying or damaging more ttan 

600 tanka and thourand. of vehicle., railroad ce, and locomotive., a. 

».11 a. bridge., g*. emplacement., and bunker.. An ..«mated 39,000 troop. 

«re .1« destroyed. 0.8. Navy carrier «ri Marin, aircraft contributed to 

the destruction 

The entry into North Korea of an estimated 300,000 Chinese Comuniat 

»Idler, in Nov«*«- forced O.N. «ri ROK troop, to retreat to a Un. «uth 

of the 38th parallel. A temporary thraat to 0.N, air superiority by Mig- 

15 fighUr. beginning 1 fevember ended in December with the arrival of F- 

86 Sabrejets in Kona. In the aerial battle, that ensued until the end 

of th. «ar, F-86 pilot, destroyed 792 Mlg-15'. while losing only 78 Sabre- 

Jet*. Roughly a 10 to 1 margin of victory, (ki the ground, O.N. and ROK 

troops, rapport«, by air, began another advance in January I951 and by 



' «“r»“',“ ■ T“"" —-- parallel. This ended the second phase of th 
lo»«i of mm lrel mteri9l f t 

ilr ‘‘tUcks continuad to ba large.* 
Th« third and last phase of +h v 

^3. «a a ^ of ^ ^ ^ 3951 to 27 July 

»•». «d COTmmlst rep„ Jtatl “ al0ng the mh ™ tb. 
P«.hibit, Pneaentatives negotiated for an apatice. The 
Prohibition against bombing the Commini-+ 

~ - - affective „e.“ T * “ 

- doctrine, »otuitbetanding air batlT 7CC0'""C', 

mF maintained air mp,riortty. ^ 77^ ^ 
. , r “ Pdrmitted cloee eupport for 

«»and forceo «henever ther »er. , 
airlift actively engaged, unlimited freedom to 
airlift cargo and troops to the battle ar« and . 

B.S. Navy and Mar, r Participation by 
* and Marine air units.5 

Interdiction offered the moeb profitable uee of airpouer From 

1951 to June 1952, u.u. air forcea int» < 

.ought to limit Qdununi t »P-^-one, 

the North Korean rail 7''^"' ^ reinforoa”onte by attacking 

- labor force to 7 ^ ^ ^ 5œ,000- 

p»gram of :: :rr ^ °-n- ^ ^ ^ - - a 

from the enej " ^ ^ ^ a huge price 

».» r:;.“rr: r*“"-—- -- « - «i mr.-----— 
ir force based above the Vain p. tr_ _aV „ Jtslu, Even much of 

terth Korea *s irricatinn mra«- irrigation system was finally r a. 

a— »connaissance eventually a , ^ 
eventually account«, for ^re ttan 47 percent of all 

rEAF combat sorties finu» 
, PP-Paro^ with 20 percent for oloe. eupport. 
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Thi. rslsntleas .ir pr,.™, «. . m3or t,cU¡T ^ 
Comnmlst. to sign an Aralatlce a groan ant on 27 July 1953.^ 
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TABIZ 102 

EME £ggfr*t Readfc Combat Aircraft, and Crew 
AH Locationa—Jvm 1950 Ä 

Combat roady 
aircraft 

Combat ready 
crews 

F-51 F-80 RF-Ô0 F-82 fötal 

18 21 2 33 282 8 19 363 

18 8 24 296 12 29 394 

TABLE 103 

fWK and NKPA Comparativa Air Strength 
21 Jun 125# 

Ins. a/c 

Bombera 

Fighters 

Transports 

Liaison aircraft 

Trainers 

TOTAL 

ROK 

Modal Fte’cei 

L-4 & L-5 13 

T-6 J, 

16 

NKPA 

íísâsi Numbej? 

IL-10 62 

TAK-3 & YAK-7 70 

YAK-16 22 

PO-2 _8 

162 

a. The figures are as of April 1950 for ROK. T^ey are estimated for NKPA. 

0n4Íhe Korean Kr, I, 14; Robert F. Futrell, 
ßifiiÖT*21 — 1252-1251 (New York, I96I), 
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TABLE 104 

Spmmunlst Air Strength (Estimated) 
Dec 1950 

Type Aircraft 

Fighters (conventional and jet) 

Fighter-bombers 

Bombers (light, 2-engine) 

Transports 

TOTAL 

Number 

250 

i?:; 

150 

Ji 
650 

TABLE 105 

Chinese Communist Air Strength in Manchuria (Estimated) 
Jan7- Jun - 

îrpe Aircraft 

Fighters (conventional) 

Fighters (jet) 

Fighter-bombers 

Bombers (light, conventional) 

Bombers (light. Jet) 

Transports 

TOTAL 

SOURCE; C. Frank Futrell, The United States Air Force in Korea, 1950- 

±251 (Mew York, 1961), pp 231, 5Ó5. 

Number 

165 

950 

115 

65 

100 

_22 

1,485 
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TABLE 106 

mF gombat Sorties bj Type Mlaeion 
26 Jun 1250 - 2? Jul 1953 

Type Sortie 

Interdiction & armed reconnaissance 

Close support 

Counterair offensive 

Counterair defensive 

Reconnaissance 

Strategic 

TOTAL 

Nurcber Percent of Total 

220,160^ 47.7 

92,603- 20.0 

73,8874 16.2 

12,731 2.7 

80,971 13.2 

3%. 

461,554 

00.2 

(100.0) 

a. Note FEAF Report on the Korean War, 
combat sortiesî interdiction, 192, 
air, 66,997. 

I, 115, which gives the following 
581; close support, 57,665; counter- 

S0URCE: DEAF Stat Digest, FT 1953, p 20. 
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TABLE 110 

OSAF Urçraf^ ¡£Me8 In Kora&n Wax* 
26 iun 12i0 - 27 Jul 1953 

Operational Loaaaa 

Enenj action 
Not enany action 
Unknown or missing 

Total 

Npnoperatlonal Losses 

TOTAL 

757 
472 
237 

M66 

281 

1,747 

â.» Includes cargo, reconnaissance, and miscellaneous aircraft lost to 
enemy action. 

TABUS 111 

üãáE fissÈâi Mrçroft jgggggja fergy âü ísl Siag Action 
26 Jun 12¿0 - 22 Jul iÍ52 

Im Ajjçyaft 

B-26 
RB/WB-26 
B-29 
F-51 
RF-51 
F-80 
RF-80 
F-82 
F-84 
F-86 
F-94 
TOTAL 

M3>t2.-Ai£ GEOffiidFiia aiggr Action ToUl 
S^use Unknown 

48 

17 
10 

14 
1 

18 
78 

5 
172 
17 

113 
1 
4 

122 
19 

8 
1 
2 

12 
2 

16 
1 

13 
13 

56 
1 

24 
194 
19 

143 
3 
4 

153 
no 

139 501 68 708 

60. SOURCES: ÖS AF Stat Digest, PT 1953, pp 28-29, 
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(Unless otherwise indicated all documents 
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AA F IB 
A CS EA 
A/D 
A IB 
Avg 

Army Air Forces Evaluation Board 
Air Command, South East Asía 
Airdrome 
Air Eiva lua t ion Board 
Average 

Bmbr Bomber 

GAC".' 
Cat-E 

Ccmm 
Cone 

Chinese-American Composite Wing 
Aircraft damaged beyond economical 

repair 
Communication 
Concentration 
Combat ready 

Lest 
Dmgd 

Destroyed 
Damaged 

Eastern Air Conmand 
Effective 
Establishment 

FAF 
F city 
FEAF 
Ftr 

French Air Force 
Facility 
Far East Air Forces 
Fighter 

Qnd Ground 

HB Heavy bomber 

IB 
Instl 

India-Burma 
Installation 

KIA Killed in action 

LB 
L/G 

Light bomber 
Landing ground 

MAAF 
MAG 
MATAF 

MB 
MIA 
M/T 

Mediterranean Allied Air Forces 
Marine Air Group 
Mediterranean Allied Tactical 

Air Force 
Medium bomber 
Missing In action 
Motor transport 



Mirait 

MA 
Movement 
Marshalling yards 

MAAF 
MA SA F 

NATAF 

MCA G 
nd 
NEI 
MKPA 
nr 
ns 

Northwest African Air Forces 
Northwest African Strategie 

Air Force 
Northwest African Tactical Air 

Force 
Northern Combat Area Command 
no date 
Netherlands East Indies 
North Korean People’s Amy 
number 
no signature 

Obsn 
Opnl 
Oppor 

Observation 
Operational 
Opportunity 

POA 
Prov 

Pacific Ocean Areas 
Provisional 

RCT 
ROK 

Regimental Combat Team 
Republic of Korea 

SCU 
Sum 
Supp 
SWPA 

Statistical Control Unit 
Summary 
Support 
Southwest Pacific Area 

Tmsp Transport 

USAFHS 
USSBS 

USAF Historical Study 
U.5. Strategic Bombing Survey 

WDAF 
WDGS 
WIA 

bestem Desert Air Force 
War Department General Staff 
Wounded in action 




