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CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (14 Feb 69) FOR OT UT 684159 25 February 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 52nd Combat
'a Aviation Battalion, Period Ending 31 October 1968 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DTP'•RTINT OF THE Ui'ffY
,'4ý :DQU..RTtto 52ND CO"M :,T aViATIOUJ 3ATTALION

Al- San Francisco 9)6318

AVGD-CC 5 November 1968

SUBJICT: Operational Report of 52nd Combat Aviationh Battalion for Period
Ending 31 October 1968, R•S CSFOR-,65 (R-1) (U)

Siý DISTRIBUTION

1. Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities:

a. (C) General___: Report for period I Au~gust through 31 October 1-968,

submitted in com,-liance with UWiRPAC Reg 525-15, USiAV Reg 525-15 and 17th
C;ýG Reg 525-15.

(1) Headquarters, 52nd Combat A~viation Battalion, LTC; W-illiam C.

Chamberlain, Commanding, remains at Camp Eolloway, Pleiku, RVN. Inclosure
1 reflects Organizational Structure and Station List of subordinate units
as of 31. October 1968.

(2) There has been no change of mission during this period. The bat-
talion continues to provide aviation support to Military Assistance Com-
mand, Vietnam; Fourth Infantry Division; Fifth Special Forces Group; 52nd

Artillery Group; Republic of Vietnam II Corps. and other Free World '-ili-
tary Forces in the central highlands of Vietnam (see Inclosure 5). In
addition, the 52nd CjIB controls all activities and functions of Camp Hol-

loway, Holloway j,,rmy Airfield and Kontum A.,F.

b. (C) Personnel:

(1) -04ards and Decorations: During this reporting period, 1,968

awards were processed and 1,566 were approved and received. This included
the receipt of six Silver Stars, forty-three Distinguished Plying Crosses
and 1,338 Air M'edals.

(2) Command and Staff Changes: The following Command and Staff posi-
tion dhanges took place during the quarter:

FOS!TION ýIAP'K, N•APE, SVC INO (Incoming) 0i.,TE

(Outgoing)

B1 XO LTC James Birton, 071159 1 Sep 68
LTC Thomas L. Williamson, 081560

'NS, 15 aOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
INCL I CONFIDENTIAL D ECLASSIFIED AFR 12 YEARS.

DO)D WIR 5200.10



CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-CC (5 Jovember 1968)
SUBJIECT: Operationa 1Report of 52nd Combat ,viation .. attalion for 1-eriod

Ending 31 October 196;A, aCi CJFOR-65 (R-1) (0)

BN 3-1 NAJ Glenn ;ý. torgan, 04031245 7 *ug 68
1-T Curtis U. Green, 05301686

B1 S-2 ULT Robert A. DiPadova, 05343555 2 3ep 68
CUT Leo F. Velsh, Jr., 05325194

BN S-3 MkJ Larry B. Aicken, 074042 21 -ug 68
LTC George S. Burnison, 079206

BN S-4 CW3 Robert E. iicKbwn, ý2211130 24 Oct 68
i'AJ Kenneth R. Cary, OF 113571

DPC .l-,J Donald A. Roberts, 04063R15 1 Sep 63
LTC James Burton, 071159

DPC P'AJ Pryne A. Gramly, 01645 24 Oct 63
ljiAJ Donald A. iLoberts, 04063815

BN SIC, OFF CI.T Terry A. Gunter, 05536250 27 Sep 68
CFT George H. Gauger, OF 100692

BN SFTL OFF ULT Glenn ,:. 3pelis, 05339109 9 Oct 68
AiJ David L. Boivan, 05542617

CO, HHD CPT Daryl !. Cagle, 05406244 8 Oct 68
CiT Charles.R. Rayl, OF 104242

CO, 52D SCTY DTGT MLT Victor L. Coulter, 05344157 16 Oct 68
ILT Daniel A. Berry, 0533,951

CO, 94TF1 ]MED DET CPT Merill J. *1ir-an, 05460680 27 Aug 68
CFT Fred G. i'lrgulin, 05542726

CO, 57TH AHC MJ Robert R1. Uilliarns, 04009865 27 Aug 68
iJ William D. Gess, Jr., 082600

CO, 615TH TC DET CPT Silas . Beci<, 05331255 26 Sep 68
CPT Hubert G. Smith, 095757

CO, 822D SIC, DET CW2 Bernard J. Leftault, 13431107 8 Oct 68
CI!2 Harvey Baker, Jr., 113431194

CO, 119TH AHC 1,*,J Kenneth R. Cary, OF 113571 24 Oct 68
H'J Varren R. Porter, 04422475

2
INCL 1
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-CC (5 November 1968)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52nd Combat ,•viation 3attalion for Puriod

Lnding 31 October 1968, itCz( CASFOR-65 (R-i) (U)

C0, 545TH TC DLT ULT Ronald L. Dean, 05240428 10 iug 68
i'LAJ Hugh H. ithodes, OF 105523

C0, 170TH AHC '1i1J Donald A. Roberts, 04063315 24 Oct 68
1i J Carl fi. Jones, 02266308

CO, 179TH AiHC MIAJ Donald Z. Holroyd, 076235 10 bep 68
i.I•J Robert ." I Jetherbie, 04047425

CO, 189TH Ai-HC iHJ Robert N. Morrison, 04063784 .3 Oct 68LVJ 1Wýilliam ',. Fraker, OF 117169

CO 604TH TOu iT Cga2 Ronald L. Collins, 1g;3156446 25 Oct 6•
CPT Robert 11. Stratiff, 04030843

CO,ý 361ST ,C(•) ff.,J Rob(-rt J. Rodgers, 078611 6 i•ug 61

J!AJ Larry D. Aicken, 074042

(3) The anticipated input of personnel during the month of September
was programed to off-set' the large number of known losses in October and
November. This anticipated input did not materialize. Therefore, this
battalion, having received and continuing to receive large numbers of re-
placements in October and into November will .xcced the prucont authorized
losses per month in October and November 1969, creating additional in-
fusion problems. These replacements have not off-set losses. The present
shortages, coup-led with the known losses for Novemb,.er are if particular
concern to this command. Personnol turnover for the rcporbing period was
as follows:

.. s••'•I oT,.D OF I [•f!..'A•,: NTOFF IQC ER

i:ON•TH LQGS G,. I± C I iGZ LOW A CHINC

:{UC4JST 116 77 - 39 21 16 - 5

3 ETKi±Ei 101 74 - 27 34 36 + 2

OCTCi52R 20_4 120 8-. 67_ 55 -12,

TOThL 421 271 -150 122 107 -15

(4) The battalion is at 80.3,l authorized strength, short 307 enlisted
men and 73 officers/warrant officers, as of 31 October 1968. Unit strengths
are shown in Inclosure 2.

3
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CONFIDENTIAL

,,•VD-CC (5 November 196P)
bULJ ECT: Op:,rati.onal ,.port of 52n,,!Combat ,viition 3attalion for Period

Ending 31 October 196•:, S:CS C.:.b'O•-5 (.-1) (U)

c. (C) Intei nce: The )-2 Section continu,.eýs to publish a da i ly
Intelligence Summary of significant activities in the Pleiku-Kontum arca.
intellirencu information is gathered from II Corps and 4th Infantry Divi-
sion G-2 offices, intollince bricfiit.s from other supportud units and
mission reports subritted by aviators and -,ir Mission Commanders. The S-2
Section also controls acoess to and movemeMt of 700 V~etnamnse personnel
and 14 3rd Country Nationals upon Camp 11olloway and Kontum AA,. ýn im-
proved person.l pass monitorin- system was placed in Qffect on 1 September
1968.

(1) inemnv .ctivity: ,tttacks against :Qllied Installations during this
quarter were i~rimarily stand-off attacks by firc with 60mm and 82nun mor-
tars, and 107mn, 122mm and B-40 rockets. Only onýc light ground attack at
Kontum, b,;st described as a perimuter probe, was made in conjunction with
the mortar and rocket attacks. Following a slivht increase in frequency
in .august and j.optembur, the number of attacks duclined toward the end of
the quarter. Significant activity during the period:

022100 Aug: 52nd oecurity Detachment patrol encountered and engaged 10
15 man NV,. mortar team 11; miles 1[L; of Camrp Holloway. 5Ind mortars and
361st Cobras fired on thu NViL in support of the patrol. 1 NVa •,I,L and 1
'!V -k were confirm-d. One iK-47, !Zussian '--30 binoculars and miscel-
laneous web gear were recovered on 3 .,ug.

230200 Aug: New Pleiku APS, 2 miles II of Camp Holloway, received 37 rounds
of 122mm rocket fire, with 10 Ub WIA and four C-L7 aircraft damaged.

230200 Au.: 57th iiHC at Kontum City irfiald, 23 miles Pi of Camp Hollo-
way, received approximatily 45 rounds of mixjd 82mrn mortar, B-40 and 122mm
rockets. 10 US were ',, one UH-1C reccived light d&magc and several
buildings and tunts were damaged.

230525 1kug: 57th AHC, ao-ain under 122mm rocket attick, received 12 rounds,
one !-•VH was KI:•, three US '.:L,, onr, bunker damaged nrod two UH-IH -ircraft
received light damge.

250115 aug: Mr section of Camp Holloway, including the 88th M&3 Bn POL
storage area, and the 604th TC Co (DS) was hit by 16 122mn rockets. Three
US were .lI;,, one UH-lH lghtly damagAd; one 1 ton truck, one 3/4 ton truck,
two fuel bladders and 15,000 gal. of JI-4 wer,.e destroy(Ad.

I,

101125 Sep: 57th aHC at 1'ontuin received 12 122mn roakets during 4 15
minute daylight rocke't attacks. One UL 141,,, onz UH-1H received minor
damage, several tents, two trucks (one 3/4 ton, one 21 ton) and 50" of
telephone communication lines were destroyed.

4
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UUNHVLN1IAL

iVCD-CC (5 lJovemroer 1968)
SUBJECT: Oprational Rd:.ort of 52nd Com•at .viation 13,.ttc2lion for J':riol

inding 31 October 1968, iRC) C5L,0-65 (:ý-I) (U)

120057 Sep: 937th Engineer compound, NEZ of Pleiku City, had 29 U !,"I- by
an unknown number of 122rmr rockets.

142400 6aep- 57th AVC and k-2/lst Cav were attacked.-by 82m•i mortars and a
ground probe of the 2/1st perimeter. Forty rounds of mortar fire inflict-
ed light dama.ge to three IJH-1C and two UH-1H aircraft, destroyed six puri-
meter lights and two US 'vIA.

210205 Sep: New Fleiku AFB had three U3 WIA and seven buildings ind three
C-47 aircraft heavily d,.naged by 20 rounds of 107 mm rocket fire.

211400 Stp: 189th AHC UH-1H was hit by NW B-40 rocket fired from the
edge of a landing zone at " 027719, 20 miles NW of Pleiku City, Aircraft
crashed and burned, ona US IJA and two ýI!A.

211700 Sep: Another 1$ý9th UH-1H hit by B-40 rocket in the same Lý, crashed
from 30 feet and burned. Three Ub were .

242255 Sep: 57th AHC received nine 122mm rockets which destroyed one
tent, inflicted light damage to eight UH-1H and heavy damage to two UIH-lH
aircraft, Four trucks, two radios and various equipment were damaged and
one UW WIA,.

292220 Sep: Connel Quarry, 1½ miles .- of Camp Holloway, was mortared with
approximately 40 rounds of 82mra. Minor damage was incurred during the
attack, which ceased as counter-mortar and gunships were employed.

252235 Oct: 937th 2n.rnLnnu-er compound again attack,.d by mortar fire, re-
ceiviniý 47 rounds of 82mm. 17 US WiA; one building and 27 vuhicleo were
damaged.

311300 Oct: Enemy cache at AR 902720, 18 mil..s N:' of Camp Holloway, was
captured by RVN units supported by 32nd C.•B aircraft which ovacu-.ted 2,000
blasting caps; 100 lbs TVIT; 6 recoilless rifle rounds, 30 rds 107mm, 73
B-40'and 15 rds B-41 rockets;'17$ rds 60mm mortar; 35 assorted US and Chi
Corn mines; 60 hand and 70 rifle grenad :s• 107 boxes ,K-47 ammunition and
other enemy equipment.

(2) Movement: During the months of September and October, the 24th
N'T., iiegt moved west to the Tri-dorder area from its former position east
of Hf.'Y 14 and north of PleAikii City. It was 'pwesumed that the 2Zegt was
forced to move to the bo•der due to severe losses from B-52 strikes.
During the reporting purled there was a general movement to the west of
all major NVA units. It is believed that these units are now in Cambodia
and Laos refitting and recuperating..

5
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CONFIDENTIAL

<NOGD-CC (5 "jov(ember l')oq)
3 U j,2C-XT: Op,ýra-tionLl .o"to 52ncl Combat v-.*t,-cn ttý.1.iorl Ior i :riod

znL,.i.nv 131 Oct~obz 1.962, C CPf'-65 (R-i) (U9

(3) Uw Units, Thurj 1-vve bee;n no confir¶mA ruports of n,,.wv unit:3 in
the~ Konturn/i'lei~ku 1- ravinc aýs in tl;,. 1 st 3 months. The~re were svr2 un-
confirmed r,.:orts, of 2ý suspjcted ýrnnor unit- 35-40 miles AW oC rleiku,J

neýar the Cambodian borddr.

(4) Akew lieapons; During theý rLeportlng period thore ha!ve beýen sight-
inF:s of tuidentified rotary wige-ircraft. Thd -first sighting was mo'de in
]Ate 6$cptembar. Tho sighntings war_: mad(: by radar and all- occurred neýar
theý Tr-Border a.,rea. 0o actuial visuail sightings have been made thou-ýh unl-
identified rud rotating beacons have been obsejrveýd. It is believed that
these aircraft 5are b-ing used to f.I.ýrry high rainkinfg MV officers. Tov-.rc
th e nd of October these reýporte~d sirhtinfgs haveý increased. Lnuin :tniior,
thouen suspdcted to be near the bord r , has not :-)een confirmed.

(5) Situation:

(a) 17ontum! The 4Qt'i irt - Gn is still loca~ted in the Tri-Border '7.ra

aq-proximately 50 IM ~ of' 1onturn GiLr. The. K-30 Bn/4Oth flegt is north of
Polei Kle-np,, 20km i of Kontum. Theý k-3.2 13n/40th i!ýugt is S;4 of B3en HAt
operating in con~juction with the, 101st I'N. I'egt locitted W of Dak Seang.
The 406th- 3apper En is prkesumiud to be. 1i1*-i, of hýontun City and th.- 218th 3a-q
pter 3n 20km A~ of' Kontim City.

(b) F'leiku: Tha 407th a nd 408~th 3a,.jp--r En's are locttod. approximnatijly
15-20 Ion NE~ of V'l..iku'City. Theý 24th WTVA ,~g *pruvigusly loc_ýtvd eatof
W-1 14 and north of Pleiku City-j appeýars to hau% r.-ovud wast into Cumbodifi.
Theý 304th LF Bn is appro:?imattely 2`51m west of Floi virong and 83km north of
Plui Di~jro~mg. The K-31 Bn/4Oth Acgt is along H1.Y 14,, 291cn north of F-leiku
and theý H-15 11 Bn is along :. :i 19j, api roximately l0lon cast of Duc Co,

(6) Capabilitieýs:

(a) Kontwu I-rovince3: Thej eneými has the capability to conduct ground
attacks against US/A~llied bases in the;ý vicinity of Dak Seang, 13ý-n Het,
and Dak To with up to mnulti-batt~alion strength., supported by RiR,. mortar,
rockiut ond artillery fire, with the possible useý of armor.. Hu can also
conducts stand-off and sappe3r ?.ttacks ,:gainst Kontum City and interdict
highways QL 141'! 512 and othe-r major friendly lines of communications,

(b) Pleikui 1rovince: The enemy has thej capability to selectively
attack Duc Co, Plei Djereng,ý FlJi Mrong or Ficei HeCID(7 Camps and Sdap
Enang, Thanh In and Le, Trung villages. H4e can condict stand-off and sap-
pe-r attaa1,cs against PLeiku Cit.- and 1allied installations along, hipghways
,1 19E and 01L 14k~ aii interdict highways 509, TL 6C, 437,, TL 70 and LTL 7B3

6
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CONFIDENTIAL

,,VGD-CC (5 Wove-mber 1968)
SUBJE~CT: Upir.a-tional ideport of 52nd (.omba-t vi:~.tion L~attr~li-on for 1 Cr?0d

iEndinP 31 Octobejr 196"), dýc CFc-6 (d'1ý) (U)

with a company size VC alamunts, employing small arns, autom~atic weapons;
recoilless rifle, rocket a!nd mortar fire,, as vi,:l1 ras mines ~and :nti-ta,.nk
grenades.

di. (C) (.I~~ations: Tht; priority rnissioh of" the_ 52nd Combat ,.viation
Battalion during this ouarter wais to provide naýiation support to the 4th
Infa-ntr, Division. This support i-,as provided by theý assets of two heýli--
copter companies (UH-l) and onu assault support helicopter company (CH-47)
daily for 92 days. Opxfrati-ons Pr-,irie Fire 1nd Omega w,ýro supporte:d by
one; assault helicoptur company for 92 days, and by in E~scort Helicopter
Company (,`R-iG Cobras) for 61 days. Th-ýý Highway 19 Coordin!ator w,,s sup-
ported by one 1jH-l-H and four' gunships (UH-lC/A-H-lcr) for 92 days. T-ask
Force Spoileýr was su pported by thi- 170th tHO (OPCON 10th C,.3) for a. p,.;riod
of 42 days, and by otherx 52nd Ct3B units for 25 days. The2 355th ,vi,.tioni
Company (He~avy Hulicopter) provided CH-54 support. on a mission ba-.sis until
it was reýassigned to the 268th CA*B on 15 3epttnbe:.r. Ono platoon of th,ý
355th continueýs CH-54 support under Ope;rational Control of 52nd. Cý.B,
Though haimpered by monsoon weather that grounded all operations fox, three
days early in theý quarter, the battalion fleýw over 30,000 hours during
the peýriod, including 8,616 hours of Combat Assaults. 3-Attalicii air-
craft -also performed Chemjical, Fire 6upport, MdvcCombst alsuprly,
Command aind Control, r6.e onnaiscinac;, Liaison a,ýnd a,-dministra-tivu missions
throug~hout the;: Il Corps Tactical Zlnu from Dak l'ek South to Nhon Co and
from the South China boa west to the, Cambodian and Laotian bordeýrs * Of
pa,ýrticular interest are the Chemical Missions beini, floim in the 4th Div
.,O. Terrain doos not permit ejfPfctiv;e employmient of C-123 1'Renchhands"1
for -aerial spraying op,.rations, particularly in the 1st Brigade -rea of
opeýraýtions. Both UU-IH and CH-47 assets haive been used 3xtensively for dte-
foliation, crop destruction and CS age-nt drops under the- supervision of
4th Division Chemical Officers on board the dispensing c-ircraift.
UH-lH- with the Alirborne P-ersonnel Detector (A.FD) "P1eopleý Sniffer", es-
carted by UH-lH gunships, is used to osearch out concentrations of VC/
IN,,. on known infiltration and resuprply routes. Othur missions hnave been
hampe:red, however., by inadequate planning and false assumptions. c-round
commanders exhibited an apparunt lack of know"Ied-rQ of th,.; capabilities,
limnitations and maintenaunce support requi'ements of XrMY aIviation. The
continued selecdtion of small (s...nglte ship) landing zones, lack of con-
stant improvemunt of Fire 6Support Base hel.ipads, and troops apparently
not awar.e of basic safet,/ procedures for heliborne operations have, cru.ated
undesired hazards. ConbinA with the low experience factor of most
aviators assigned in Sept(rnber and October,, these3 situa'tions produced un-
acceptable hazards to aircraft., crews, passenge rs and troops on the groud.
Conrniand and staff liaison visits have overcome'most problem areas, however,

a shrae of' qualified personnel has not allowed full-time liaison of-
ficers to assist supportod brit'ades in air movar.-int plan..ning and cfficieýnt

7
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CONFIDENTIAL

.',VGD-CC ( 5 1Gov.;rnb.r 1-)6P)
L3UI3J2CT1 LZ:rat.n deOrt :)f 52nd CbvL.vi-t-L-n B-ivt7lion for I ½r-od

Lerdinf! 31 Oc Volux i.968, :iC3 CdiX2.-65 (-)(U)

scheduling of -.vi~tion asseits. Coordina-tion h!,s beýen uff`.-ctejd by ,aSsign-
ing a' liaison officeýr to theý 4th Infaý.ntry Division -.nd fre.-queýnt visits
w.\ith the- Division C-3 ,.nd brigadte comun.ndeýrs by thke Comri~ndin- Vffic~r,
52nd C'J. Continuity in surp: ort of' - p rticular brig-adQ ha"s b,_.(n in-
crease;d by t.as ki*ng, the- sý,.me avi.At:Lorl comipa-ny to provido this su~pT,ýort for
a 30 to 60 daýy peýriod. Tfhis pei.mits thke aviation comp-any cormcmnde~r to
becomeý knowludgeable, of tho g.round situation aýnd to provide mnore. of-
ficie-,nt a~nd -.ffectiv., suport. Theý briga~de commanders were ableý to
c-.pit-aizeý upon thte .xpk.riunce, %nd i,-ec oriuwi:ndat ions of the company comn-
inmders specifically whejn the b~rigadu ý,viation Officcers leek etxpe;rience.
IFFV diructed missions, s&ilreque~st alloca~ions -mid 52nd 13:attalion

.4rea Mov,.ent Control C-,.:ntur scheduling havu Tprovide!d %Additional avirtion
support to theý 1k; tir Force., II Corps ue,23rd .,:tvN Div, CaialIOF

F InC iv (CtID), 73rd irborn brigde. 5th peilForccs Group) 52nd.
_rtill(3ry Gýroup, 24th peilTa-ctical Lone, 1-leiku 6ub 'roe Comovod,
1luiku c~coKontumn ýýect~oi, 937th Eng~in_.erb, 43rd fiia n, 1.25th .,TG

Co and tht; IFFV 1Truss Camp'. Technic!-!l r~preýsunt-:tive~s (Tec1h Pvieps) of
Deýll Hulid'opteýrs., Lycocninp:; Divisi on, Dynaelectron Corporaition and the
Fe~dejrrl A'viattion A`,dministrat ion, as we;ll *',s .Lmeriaýcan ýL:.d Cross, U30 ýnd

pcilService3s personnel weýre transp _ortAd by th., 52nid C 5. Dtatistical
re!sults of operaýtion. a3 shown in Inclosure, 3.

e.(U) Tra~ining- On the job training. in all1 P1WI fields h-as been
employeýd by battalion units and seýctions throug-hout the quarter. Classes
raquired by Training Directivu 350-1 haveý been conducte3d and ý"n .active
replace-ment training 17ro.-rwnr continues. Additional gunship -pilots ha ve
been oualified with th (XM ,-429 proximity fus ed 2.75 rocket and w:Lth theý
AM 229 171b vwarh,:ad. Other rvia-ltor training and standardiz'ition is in-.
cluded in paragraph 1i of this reýport.

(1) 2.75"1 FFAIZ !DU-i4/i.. (Fle,ýchette) trainirigc for ulnemnts of the
52nd C;,,B, 7/17th Cay,) 4th Ln~f Div, 17th C..j' .,.nd 1.6th C.,G was conducted
by the ]rlechette3 Ne-w .]quipment. Test, Team. With the 52nd C.ýB providing
claissroom. and bviefing fa~cilities., & firing- range, transport!ation and
coordiny.ation' the 361st Avn Co and KETT instructors qualified ove.r 30
gunship pilots ýnd anistructor pil~ots in the techniques required for
Fleche..tte employment. Over 200 personnel roceived -round instruction on
storage, haridlinig, ch:araIcte3ristics and eýffucts of t1.he warhe:ad. This
cuAalification pariod, from 18 through 25 October ý'8 was the trainingI
highlight of the quarte:r.

('2) Porsonnel from, the 355th ivn Co prusentod-a rigging class and
briefed members of 'theý 3rd Briý 'adui 4th Infantry Division on proper
methods and equipmecnt use.d to preparo sling loads for hdavy helicopte:rs.
aýpproximately 30 individuals attended this briefing on 9 October 1968.
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CONFIDENTIAL

...VGD-CC (5 November 1968)
SUBJ.JCT: Operational Report of 52nd Combat jviat-on Battalion for Period

Ending 31 October 1968, -•CS CSFOR-65 (0-1) (U)

(3) The CI-47C NITT arrived at the 179th isgav.lt Support Helicopter
Company on 2 October 1968. During periods of ground and flight training,
the team qualified-unit aviators in the improved Chinook and familiýrizred
maintenance crews with the Peneral characteristics and field maintenance
procedures required. Major :oints stressed in both training programs
were the inc -eased speed and greater cargo capability of the CH-47C over
the "Allmodel currently assigned to the 179th A`ssault Support HIelicorter
Company.

(4) Thu 361st Aviation Company (Escort) completed in-country quali-
fication in the ;LH-lG Cobra at' Bein Ho. during August. During the initiJl
oualification period, one pilot was qualified as an Instructor Pilot ind
later as a Standardization Instructor Pilot by the NET Tuam. Ground sup-
port personnel were aualified in rearming procedures, ground safety, and
aircraft, armament and Stability ,ugmentation Systm maintcn-nce for thu
AH-1G.

f. (C) Logistics:

(1) Supply. Staff supervision rualignment during the reporting period
has brought several additional activities into 6-4 channels.

(a) The motor maintenance o:'ficer was pl:%ced under the S-4 to stream-
line reports and procedures required by ,R 711-5. An increase in accuracy
of Material Readiness reports has already been rialized. The motor of-
ficer has also initiated prescribed load list (FLL) inspections throughout
the battalion supply system. This inspection has allowed mny requests to
be consolidated, cancelled or reordered as required by new equipment ar-
riving in the units.

(b) Due to a shortage of company Quartermaster Propertg Book Officers,
(QDBO) a battalion qJ4PBO has been assigned to the 5-4 Section to assist
units with property book problems. He assists units in maintenance of
supply records, advises on procedures, keeps the commander informed of
battalion assets, shortages, and problem areas. The Bn PBO has established
systems for units to reduce the time required to fill unit requisitions byi
hand carrying consolidated requests forward during liaison visits to sup-
ply depots.

(c) The S-4 Section now includes a Battalion Iumrunition Warrant Of-
ficer. The Bn ammunition. Officer maintains consolidated records of am-
munition availability, expenditure and lot numbers of condemmed or re-
stricted ammunition. Other units have experienced accidental firing of
restricted lots of ammunition that should have been removed from the

9
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supply systan. This battalion deemed it necessary to crcAte this position
to preclude similar type accidents. The A-munition Officer inspects the•
unit's Class V records, storagu ireas, and visits thQ pru-stock points
throughout tht area of ope;ration. The quantity of armmunition requir .d by
the 52nd CAB for basic loads, combat operations, base camp defense, "'nd
training is comparable to that required by a medium Artillery battalion.

(2) Vehicle, Maintenance: A vehicle ,-•ainteiianco, standdowun pror-•xm
was initiated in October to improve ground transportation avrilability.
lach wheeled motor vehicle within the battalion is scheduled for conc<,n-
trated operator main.onance one day p.r week. Trailers nre scheduled
for monthly intensive maintenance under this program, which is supervise,•d
by section chiefs and unit maintenance personnel. "i printed ch,;cklist
for operator maintenance is used for each type of equipnent. Aoadside
spot inspections, reports and 71BI's help to add command emphasis to this
program.

(3) Class III: 52nd C,,B dispensed a total of 1,351,000 gEllons of
JF-4 fuel during the rvporting period, including 496,000 gallons dispensed
by the 57th 2Lssault Helicopter Company .t 'Iontu.m City ,,irfield.

(4) Class V: i.ircraft ammunition z.-xpunditure for the quarter is
listed below:

2.75" FF,'a 6,767 rds
40mmO. Grenrutdes 9,395 rds
7.62mm (Mini-gun) 1,428,600 rds

g. (U) A',ircraft ifaintenance:

(1) During the reporting f, riod, the 52nd Combat Avintion Battalion
and the 604th Trensportation Company (DWU) vstablished a monthly f.,aint-
enance and Supply Seminar. The objectivu of the seminar is to establish
liaison and coordina.tion betwuen all naintenancQ units located in the
Pleiku area; improve working relations between the direct support unit and
units of the 52nd CAB; project maintenance work loads and requirenents of
battalion units; discuss problem areas and ways to increase aircraft avail-
ability; and establish and maintain a rigid tech supply reconciliation
program with the• DbU tech supply in order to expedite EDP's and normal
requisitions. The 604th Transportation Company (DSU) acts as tho host
unit each month and requires the supported units te submit data for dis-
cussion. Each unit of the battalion participates and requires the Maint-
enance Officer, Tech Supply Officer, and key maintenanco NCO's to attend.
This program has been in effect for two mmnths and is considerod to be a
k~jl step in improving r,ý,UntenancQ op(,rnitions by all- m.ainteniblcu pursonnQl.

10
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The seminar provides the op' ortunity for the maintjnanco personnul to •x-
change ideas on procedures and thereby aiding in the dissemin'.tion of the
lJtest maintenance information.

(2) Maintenance Statistics:

'UH1 ~-1 UH-ID UH-1H U -6

Aircraft Authorized 12 16 32 2 93 1

Total .ircraft Assigned 12 14 29 1 78 1

Average Aircraft Per Co 12 14 7.5 1 19.5 1

Avr lability Rate (,) 68 58 75.1 90 75.5 P0.6

DM Rate (%) 14.5 31 19.7 10 17.6 19.4

See Inclosure 4 for Aircraft Status and Flying Hours.

h. (U) Accident Prevention:

(1) The battalion compiled a record 101 days of accident-free flying
which terminated on 23 September 1968. During that 101 day period, which
was in conjunction with monsoon season, 47,679 flying hours were recorded
with approximately 189,840 landings. In the final portion of this report-
ing period there were four aircraft accidents, three major and one minor.
The following is a summary of the occurences during this period:

(a) 1-31 August 1968: Accident Frew.

(b) 1-22 September 1968: jxccident Free.

(c) 23 September 1968: UH-lfI, #67-17265, 119th AHC used a FZ with
marginal rotor clearance to attempt to pick up the 5 repining mombers
of a recon team. The aircraft was required to hover due to the slope of
the terrain and stuiips. While 4 of the team lo'ided on one side of the
aircraft, the fifth oue unexpectedly jump,•d on the opposite side causing
an abrupt change in CG and accompanyLng control problems. The aircraft
struck several trees with the main rotrp before hitting the ground which
resulted in a major accident.

(d) 23 Septemwber 1968t UH-1O• #66-14140, 170th AHC was over unfavor-
able terrain when the ngine began to lcnse power. On short final to a
vacated PZ, ,hile executing a precautionary landing, the engine failed at
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,.bout 20 feet ;altitude .!;nd 20 knots air speeud. Th- ~ircrAft hit th.-
ground hard with a forward speed of 10 knots. Acomb.-n.*ýtion o-' - h-rdi
landing -xid soft ground r(e.saltked in a minor accident. Fost ,.cc:i~d.!t
inspection of th.-, jnginu reývealed th't thv eýngine had faild du.; t(, Lin-
gestion of dzuz fasteners from the inlyýt scr,;en.

(Q) 5 Octobeýr 1968: CI--47A,, 1~66-190671 179thi AHO wats hov~.ring~ for
tak-_ýoff on runway 2,3 at HLlollowty AAiF wl)en aiea blideý 6,ep raýtmd Cr in th-,ý
a'tircraft. Th6 transmission mounts sever4,, aind the3 remaining bl-'ýdus
struck theý fusolaa', rupturing th,ý fuejl culls. The fuel ignitu;d %ndt th.;
burning %ircraft crLashe-d on tho rinw:ay coming to rest on its luft Ad.;
'Theý %ircraýft w-.s a tot.1l lOos,. The c-tuse ol' Lhlis a-,ccidkent wsb~.
socket fa-ilure,.

(f) 30 Octobe3r 1968: UH-1C, ;)66-15140, 170th .151C wars flying str-ight
and leveýl whe-n it expe-rienced anti-torouci friilure.. Imaiediaterly the. -ii'-
craft ya~wed to thu right 30-40 degrees :and. batnked to the right :about 15
degreesc. Th,; aircraft coruiander vras unable to 1ýv().l th,. Aircra'ft with
cyclic and he beý,gan f. desce.nt to -,.bout 150 fee;t a,'bsolutie altitud.-. m-ýnd
entered into autorotation. The aircratft comma-nder was un~abld to ma~intaini
-dequate ground re~furence during thu. turning doscent and pulled pitch too
.late to prevent 'in xtmlyh:r.rd la.nding. Thu a;ircraft incurred major
da ma ge.

(2) A dust prevention program has been implemjnt(d which will du-
crease engine erosion and non-scheduled maintenance. This program should
reduce incidents duo to loss of visual rufarence3 in blowing dust. _.11
Aviators have been advised of the: hazards that may be encountered in dusty
environments. ,lso the, units of the 4th Div supp~orted by this baitt'alion
have % progr~am which is coc din-'.t-ed with our e~fforts in thu orea, of' dust
suppression.

i.()FlgtStmadzatiori:

(1) The B.-ttalion jt,-nda~rdiz'.tion 0 "fic-.r flow 88 hours qualifying
rnuw instructor pilots, "admlinist,ýrinp 90 daiy stan~dardivvation checks of'
unit instructors, and conductint- ircraft coirn.,niu~r chock ridos for b!at-
talion a-,vinators. Lack, of avail',ble training Aircraft, especially UH--lC
modals, -ind a 30 day emergency leaove- reduced the amount of training, con-
ducted by the 6tandardiz::tion pilot.

(2) Approximately 40,"0 of the; unit instructor pilots have rota-ted
during theý raporting S~id omte 9)0 d~ay standardization ridus halve
boon delayed by lack of unit instructor pilots during the, quarter.
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(3) Assistanue by the 17th CAG $tandardiz.Ltion Secti!>n and incrc-.sud
training aircraft availability in October has allowed nuw instructor pilots
to be trained to repl. ce th. DMOS losses. At thQ uno of the- reporting
period, the battalion has 24 instructor-pilots, including stmndardiz'.tion
pilots, and the backlog of quarterly standardization rides experiencAd
earlier in the reporting jeriod has been. eliminated.

J. (U) Orgnnization:

(1) Post Huadqu:'rters, under the diruction of thu Deputyr Post Com-
mander, continues to supervise and mnnage the non-tactical %,ctivities of
Camp Holloway and Holloway .Army Airfield. Irojects completed during this
period were:

(a) Improveanent of a now billeting area for thu 170th Assault Heli-
copter Company.

(b) Construction of a new control tower and installittion of improv.d,
expanded Air Traffic Control commntnications for the 344th ,viation sup-
port Detachment.

(c) The peri.eter access rotd was improvud so tht z vehicle m,.y
travel th.entire pcrimeter, thereby providing means to move bunker and
construction material to the intended point of use.

(d) jLlI major roads, aircraft parking areas -and FOL areas have been
oiled or peniprimed to help control dust.

(e) After six months, a 3 inch submersible pump was re'ceivAd and in-
stalled in a deep aell at Camp Holloway. This provided a noticabli in-
crease in the water supply which enabled tho previous restrictions on
water utilization to be suspended. .dditional pumps hnve been obtained
and are awaiting installlation.

(f) The generators providing post lighting have been relocated
throughout the rost area in order to reduce the voltage drop due to
extremely long wires. This also reduced the probability of havin;.; more
than one generator damaged at any one time from hostile action.

(2) The 170th AHO (.-) was OVZON 10th CiB at Dong Ba Thin, IVN, from
24 August 1968 until 4 October 1968 to support Task Force opoilur in thu
-an Ile Thuot area.,

(3) The 355th Aviation Company (Hu..vy Helicopter) was rwassigned to
the 268th CaB by 17th COG GO 74, effective 15 September 1968. One platoon
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of the 355th ivi~ation Company (Hea-vy Heýlicopt,.er) consisting of thruýo
CH-54 aircraft remainced at Cr.imp Holloway, 01-COIN 52nd G-.~3

(4) Thu 52nd 6,zcurity Jutachii-ont and 68th Inf ýntry Ritda-r DAtLchmoz.nt
weru fittached to Headquar!ters ,,nd He:%dnu.'rters Dcet-chrmmrt writh 0OPOON to
the Deputy lost Cornrnand,.r on 11 October 1968.

k. (U) Otheýr:

(1) Chaplain:

(a) During, the quarte.r, Protestant SLervicces iwerem conduct,-d by th,ý
L)-ttalion Chaplain both in th(: Chapel -and in the; 604jth Trans Co Th.,;-at.-r.
Catholic 6urvicos were; conducted by the, Fle-iku 3ub r;-;,a Commr.nd Catholic
Chapla-in. Roligious servicus for thte' 57th .LHC a .-t Lrvntum were- conductAd
by the- 1,14LCV r'rotjstant Chapla-in find t~hu .J1-VU Catholic ChaplaiUn staitionAd
in thatt carea. Physical improveinenta include2d .-. nuw tile floor and ,. newm
Hammond Orga..-n for the 52nd C.,B ChapelA at Cý.mp Holl.oway.

(b) Civic itction proT ramns consisted of thzý distribution of exceýss
produce; and pack ag--d foods, ind salv;Age lumber to the Christi.!n and
IMissionary klineand. theý C:.tholic Orpha-nageu, both in Pleika. tot&-l
of 0.~62.05 in sp;ci2.1 offterings wis rjctived :ind distributeýd to v* rious
agencies. lndivid~ual don;Ations to specific causz~s totale~d ':225.50.

(2) Liurgeoon:

(a) t' p'inanentu dispensary has be;en built and stocked with improved
me~dical eýquipment and supplies to provide better m.~ical fa-cilitius to
theý 57th A-HO at Lontum.

(b) it secondary emargency aid station has been~r estfablished to support
units on the north side, of Comnp Hollowvay. Th6 aid station has various
medical supplies, an ambulance, and is mannod by two madical aid mom
during ale~rts.

(c) Ovor 90,-j of the troops at Ca-mp Hollow.ay recoivod an influenza
immunization during thke month of Octobe.,r.

(d) The diarrhea rate has decrea-,sed significantly during this
quarter. This is attributed to bAtter control of vaterx supply, increasud
flow rate of wells and the reduced amount of tuirrustial water being uscd.

(e) Al1though no specific M61jcd-a program is in effýct, madical per-
sonneJ. have actively supported the Ploiku Leprosariurn, the Christian
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Missionary Alliance Clinic, the Kontum Catholic Hospital ;:nd th, Pluiku
Catholic Orphanage.

(3) Signal: During October 1968, the 52nd CAB Communications Section
added the KYB-6 cipher system to thu Area iov,.ument Control Center radio.
Tha battalion can now operate its Frequency Modulation Communications NAt
with secure voice transmission capability.

2. Suction 2, Lessons Learned: Commiander's Observations, Evaluations,
and _Rýcoommenidations:

a. (U) Personnel: Unit Strength Deficiencies

(1) OBSiRVATION: DiLROS rotations and infusion lossus without re-
Placement on a 1:1 ratio will reduce the effcctiVeness of combat units.

(2) H'VdLUA-TION: Reduction in the number of p,'rsonnol in a unit re-
quires a higher percentage of available troops to perform administrAtive
details, guard duty and other related tasks which are not reduced. Per-
sonnel required to perform double duty cannot work efficiently over a
long period of time. This is particularly true in th.e case of crewchiefs,
gunners and -.ircraft maintenance personnel who must perform p~erimeter
guard duty at night and, out of necessity, return to full duty the fol-
lowing day.

(3) RLCOX,,l2I•DaTION: FProgram and assign replace.ments on a 1:1 rantio
to known losses at all levels of command. Insure sufficient input into
the 67N OS program to fill these critical jobs. Provide infantry units
to assist in the security of aviation units &t isolated posts.

b. (C)Oprtos

(1) Inadequate briefing for airiobilu operations.

(a) OISi&RV1TION: Injuries, fatalitius and aircraft accidents have
been caused by the improper aild unsafe method used by troops to board and
off-load helicopters, particularly in single ship landing zones.

(b) ZVAU•TION: Ground troops have walked into rotor blades while
approaching or departing helicopters during airmobile operations. They
fail to recognize tho dangers of sloped landing zones, departing the
helicopter up-slope, against the directions of the aircrew. Troops at-
tempting to board hovering aircraft in single ship landing zones have
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caused loss of control and crashes duo to the un(xpected _hangýs in the
center of gravity of the ;ýircraft. Crow directions have been ignored or
disobeyed.

(c) RECOMI1TJTION: All units engaged in h:licopter troop movum,rnts
provide adequate safety briefings prior to actual operations. Instruct
troops to approach or depart helicopters from the down-slope side, pru-
ferably from the front, and only upon direction of an aircrew m,inPber.
Brief troops to rumain suated until directed to off-load by crewomem-bers.

(2) LbRPF Insertions and Lxtractiensi

(a) 0BSitRV,,TI0P•: Long Range Reconnaisance Pa:trol (l]•P) op,ýr-tions
are put into effect with little coordination or planning between thk.
suprorted unit staff and %viation elments.

(b) 3VALU.4TION: Frequently, LRRP insertions are planned by-a unit
S-2 without staff coordination to establish priorities for maximum
utilization of avaiilable assets. .,vi1..tion elements are not includ(ed in
mission planning. Aircraft are schiduled for the insertion or Class I
and Class V resupply after nomal missions are compl~ted. Fatiguýd air-
crews are required to accomplish these exacting flights, which may re-
quire 100 foot vertical descents ,,nd take-offs, in near darkness. Lat.
release times from these missions dunius v-.litablo d:iylight maintenance
time to the aviation unit.

(c) RECOMEgNDATION!T Employ thi "Backward Flanning" sequence for
LIMPI missions at all levels of comr:and. Estiblish priorities for aviation
and logistics support early to pýrmit da:,light insertions and r,.supply of
LRRF's. Include air mission co-nwanders or ,a.vi,,.tion unit liaison officers
in :all phases Of airmobilo planning.

(3) Employment of WDU-4A/A 1luchettes:

(a) OBSERV,,TION: The WDU-4A/A Flochetto rocket is a highly effective
area fire weapon, but is not suited .1'or use close to friendly pvrs')nnel.

(b) WV;LU-MkTIO: Following initial qualification by the U3MaV Flect-
otto NET Tern, thu 361st iviation Company ha.s been employing Flechutte
rockets. Tho tremendous area of coverage and ponetration power of this
weapon is idcal for landing zone preparation, post-extraction suppression
and interdiction of enemy movýnunt, but does not allow its use in close
proximity to friendly elements. The iH-ll Cobra in the Hog configuration
offers weapons sel.jctivity from the cockpit, and can ,imploy either Flech-
ette or high explosive rockets as required by the ".round situition. UH-lC
armamunt systems do not offer this sIeluctivity and must be armed with
appropriate rockets prior to take off. Flechette employment by UH-lC is
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limited to pre-planned targets such as "people sniffer" escort and int,.r-
diction missions. imployment of the Flechette warhead by ' • tho
52nd CAB is governed by the following policy letter:

"fQUOTE"1

I. (C) The Flechette 2.75" 1JDU4j/A warhead is released for operational
employment, subject to the following restrictions:

a. The flechette is not a close support weapon and will not be fired
within 500 meters of friendly troops.

b. Each aviator must be qualified in firing the Flechette by the NLT
Team or a qualified gunnury IP prior to tactical employment of the weapon.

c, Aviators must insure proper loading and weapons sulJction to pre-
clude accidental firing of Fl.chrttes when HE is desired.

(1) Flechette and HZ rounds will not be loaded on the same UH-lC(),

(2) The use of a heavy fire tUam with one UH-lC armed with only
Flechette rockets will allow proper control and seloction of munitions
by the Fire Team Leader.

(3) AH-lG Cobras' in the Hog configuration may be loaded with both Hu
and Flechettes, however all Flochettes will be on the same firing circuit
(either inboard or outboard). Aviators will exercise extreme caution in
the selection and employment of proper wing stores,

(4) AH-lG Cobras in the Scout configuration will not carry mixed i&W
and Flechetto warheads.

2. (C) Friendly positions and the characteristic dispersion pattern of
the Flochette must be given special consideration to determine the proper
direction of attack. Firing runs will not be made over or toward the
positions of friendly troops.

3. (C) Flechette employment will be limited to the following:

a. Preparation of unsecure landing zones.

b. After final e,ýtraciions are complete.

c. Neutralization of enemy base camps.

d. Interdiction of known enemy movement.
"UNQUOTE"
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(c) iiCO'fLNDaTION: Provide a selective weapon system capability for
the UH-1C gunship. Increase the supply of 4DU-4,/k• (20 grain) vrarheads
to units equipped with LH-IG helicopters. Arm the ,fH-lG in the "Mini-
Hog" configuration, with &L, rockets in IM-159 pods inboard, and .,1-157
pods loaded with Flechettes outboard, for general support or reinforcing
type missions.

(4) Area Movement Control Center (A•,C):

(a) OBSERVLhTION: !XC concept is hampered by units misutilizing
sole-user aircraft allocations.

(b) EVaLUATION: These units are employing aircraft, without retgard
to conservation of engines, consolidation of missions, or adequate mission
planning. A large number of previously ,dICC missions have reverted to
daily sole-user allocations. These can rio longer be termed 114CC missions
as AMCC has in fact no control over their utilization. These aircraft
belong to the supported unit and are under their complete control.. In
the event an aircraft is not allocated to this j'aICC daily committment for
a full day, regardless of need, the supported units submit a report of un-
satisfactory aviation support to the higher headquarters who then directs
these requests to be filled. Sole-user aircraft are, frequently uxtended
beyond normal release time. Examples of Iisutilization of allocated air-
craft are using UH-1H helicopters for cross-country flights from fixued
wing to fixed wing airfields over a distance of 78 miles, and using UH-lH
helicopt res to provide convoy cover which should have required armed heli-
copters cýnd/or other smaller observation aircraft. Through the efficient
use of AMIC assets, the 5th Special Forces at Pleiku has moved over 535
tons of cargo per month without a daily aircraft allocation. This was ac-
complished by the unit having prepared loads prepositioned and requesting
support on a mission basis.

(c) RECO1w,1NDkTION: Eliminate sole-user aircraft allocations, ex-
cept for General Officers. Require mission schedules or itineraries to
be submaitted with daily aircraft requests. Encourage use of "mass trans-
portation" instead of an "aerial taxi" concept for aviation support.

c. (U) T-aininZ:

(1) UH-l Emergency Procedures in Flight Training:

(a) OBSERVATIOIN: USAPHS and USAAVNS flight training stresses power-
off 'procedures but does not adequately emphasize loss of directional con-
trol as an inflight emergency.
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(b) EVALU;,TION: During the last 90 day6, this battalion has exper-
ienced four power failures and three tail rotor drive (directional con-
trol) failures. Relatively inexperienced aviators successfully executed
power-off landings, but even more experienced pilots were unable to cope
with loss of directional control. These tail rotor failures subsequently
caused the lose of two UH-1 helicopters and injuries to three crewmnembers.
Following increased emphasis on directional control failure during stand-
ardization flights, unit aviators can cope with the various types of tail
rotor failures as evidenced by two out of three successful landings after
failure.

(c) RX2OIflMLNDA•TION: Increased emphasis should be placed on direct-
ional control emergency procedures in initial rotary wing training.
Pilots 'should be trained to recognize and overcome each separiate type
of tail rotor failure.

(2) New Equipment Qualification:

(a) OBS.LVATION?: AH-IG, CH-47TC and WDU-4A/A New Equipment Test
Teams are currently training combat units in Vietnam.

(b) EVWLUA:•TION: Members of the 52nd CAB have received training at
their home station from the CH-47C NETT and the 1.DU-_4/A NZTT. Aviators
and ground personnel were adequately trained, using local flights and
facilities, while maintaining uninterrupted mission response and combat
effectiveness, The A.H-lG NST Team conducted tkaining only at Bien Hoa
and required aviators to travel TDY to receive initial qualifications.
This reduced tho aviator strength of the armed helicopter company by
approximately 25% for a 60 day period, Unit training at home station is
preferred,

(c) RH6CO?0=NATION: Deploy New Equipment Test Teams to unit locations
when entire units must be qualified with new equipment. NETT Standard-
ization Pilots should visit units in the field to administer IP standar-
ization and check rides in new aircraft.

d (U) Inte:ýl!gence:

(1) OBSERVATION: Control'and accountability of Vietnamese civilians
who do not display USIaV passes on military installations is difficult.

(2) MVWLUATION:r USARV R~egulation 190-20 requires indigenous person-
nel entering or working upon US military installations to proporly dis-
play identification passes on their person at all times. In the past,
violation of this regulation has made identification and locotion of
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Vietnamese civiMans difficult while on post. after bejuF' cleared on
post, local �nployees �uld r�novo their U�J�2�V passes ar�d wander away
from assigned work areas. The battalion 0-2 has initiated a progrem to
suspend emplo�nnent of local' nationals who do not display passes promin-
ently while on post. First time violators are suspe�ed fo� five days,
second offenders are suspended for 10 days and autcmatic dismissal is
mandatory for personnel with three violations of this regulation. *�1s�,
units emplo�d.ng Vietn�es� are required to submit monthly civilian per-
sonnel rosters which list anployees name, occupation, GVN identification
number, US.�RV pass number and C�inp Holloway gate pass number to the 3<.
This pex�iits control of the number, location and occupation of oil Vi�t-
nornese civilians on post, and provides accurate data on civilian employ-

mont information.

(3) h�C0I�fi�1TD �TIO:: C ollect and diss ominate similar procedures I
which allow units t.o improve internal securit-' and counter-espi'mage

measures on military installataons in foreivn n �tions.
o. (C) Logistics:

(1) Team Concept Maintenance of �H-lG Helicopters:

(a) 03S�flV:.TI0�T: assi�ing -�rewchief (who doesnt Is fly) to each
AH-lG helicopter does not provicb. est possible utilization of aSSlenC(i
personnel.

(b) �VILU�'LTI0N: As AH-lG Cobras replaced UH-lC gunships, unit cr��w-
chi�fs were assigned responsibility for organizatiQnal maintenance en one
aircraft as a non-crew member. Service Platoon and TO Detachment mechanics
provided scheduled and non-scheduled maintenance support. The shortage of
personnel and existing outside committm�nts made this system inefficient
and unacceptable. All personnel from the company and TO )etachment. in
MOO 67W were organized, - nto two similar work crews supervised by two pla-
toon sergeants acting as shop foremen. E�ch work crew is on duty for a
12 hour shift, thus the company retains 24 hours maintenance c9psbllity
for daily inspection, cleaning, schoduled and non-scheduled maintenance.
Work priorities ar� established by the TO Detachment Conumander and super-
vised by the shop foreman on duty. This improved maintenance system has
increased aircraft availability, allowed better utilization Qf maintenance
assets and permit ted more scheduled rest for crewchiefs and h�iicopter
repairmen.

(c) 1�C014�L 4ND TIUN: Units assigned aircraft �th non-flying crew-
chiefs (��H-lG, OV-1, etc) should implement and evaluate the team concept
of aircraft maintenance.
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(2) Fox-awrd A1,-,w. c!-'cn'.:.t.

(a) OBSiZVTIOi: Non-schdulc:d aircraft maintenance should be ac-
complished with minimum delay to assignud missions.

(b) SLVaLýM'ON: D.uring the course of a day, a significant number of
aircraft wor~dng out oi forward basts de-.vclop maintenance problems. Re-
turning to base for repairs causes -acessive delay in thu accomplishmkent
of assigned missimons. A technical inspector, avionics repairman, armament
specialist and -.-verol helicopter repairmen can bc. carried to the forward
staging area :%ý.,oard aircraft assigned to support an operation. Most minor
maintenance voblea,: can then be corrected on the spot without returning
to the base ai.•r.rlul, Non-prod'xtive f-ioght time is minimized and aircraft
availability ie,, increased by this procedure.

(a) RXOH.1h`1tDATIObr: Assault companies should establish
mobile maintemnnce teams to accoi,:pany , latoon size missions which stage
out of forward, bases without maintarmnce facilities.

(3) 1,JI-1G F.u=-atting 0i1 Prossurc

(a) OPSX,'' WO;: The 'd1-1.G has had numerous instances of fluxuating
engine oil prtiasur,.-,

(b) EVA(,TIONt Ai't.:,. 15 to 50 hours of oper',.tion, the AH-1G engine
oil. prssure ilrops ap!p)roxrin:;te.Aly 15 PSI and fluxuates 10 to 20 PSI. Con-
tamination ho, s cauused thto oil L.,) foa'•m, but the source of contamination is
not yet idcnttfid by the Quartu•nastor oil analysis 1.Tboratory. Changing
the enginei oil lim:tinatea the linumdiate problem and returns the Cobra to
sorvice, but thiJ iL, no a completae colution. Both Bell Helicopter and
1VCOL ,,ooing are imrjstigating thia problem,

(c) RECOWEX•,•',IO: Continue investigatioA. to determine cau, •f
the oil cont-i.in1A4,ton and foaming, Chwnge oil at every intermedia -Ad

o e'ip~cn as um interim r,,-e.sure.

(4) AH-1.J. Vibrations.

(~ v, Q ....\.it(., Cobra av.iators report excessive vibration levels
during hi-l-., '.,d maneuvers,

(b) ENAL,,JiCW. i•x•tensive vibration analysis and adjustment of r( >.or.
blades, rotor, head, f.riction collect and rotating controls has reducecr ý,he
vibration level slightlly, Primary cause of the vibration was found t -6
harmonic vibration of XM 159C rocket- pods which have failed inLernally
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The internal metal bands holding thte individual tub,_s, togethEr are break-
ing and the, rockets ,z~id ihods vi~brvt.-.- in h rr.ntiny !,:ith tI,ý; rialin rotor. The
QM 1590 pods which f-til c:-n bo used on UH-lC gzilsriips which operate at re-

duc~ed airepeeds and impose less st-res,,s on the, pods.

(c) R~jCORIIJDi-TI0N: 3q;)ipmont imiproveýme:nt recormnendations (EIR) have
been submitted to strengthken th(e rocket Pod intklurnctily. Inspect and re-
place rocket pods as requi~red. Dissemina-te thiis ~.i'rainto llAH-lG

units and activities.

(5) )iH-lGXM.-15-)C Swaybrac e IBrucik,.,,,:

(a) 0BSM~ViTI0N: Cobra unit armament pdrsonnel report nume;rous
broken swaybraces on AH-IG Cobras equipped with ,.M-159C rockot pods.

(b) EVALU4J.LTON: Swaybracus usu~ally break at the forward inboa'-rd
side of the rocket pod. The~se swaybraceýs, which -,re niot ,l~igne-d with the
.radius of the rocket pod, are broken by thu side loads imrposed on them by
the pod. The swaybraco attaching lug on the bomb rack appears to be too
thin to adequately support the swaybrzaco at the, proper angle.

(c) RX0C14flv2ND.TION: Modify the sw:aybra.cu attaching lug with thicker
stock. Drill and tap swaybrace hol~as in lirn! withi tlvie r'Ldiua of installod
XM-Jj9C rocket pod.

(6) Afl-lG Hydraulic x~cumaulator:

(a) OBSiERVAiTION: Hydraulic acecumulajo-or failure is caused by incomplete
shut down prooodures.

(b) WV4U.,TI0N: Hydrnu.Lic accum-tulator irite'nAl faijlures occur wheon
the hydralic system is bled only by pumpin-ij the colle~ctivu pitch after
shutdown. Seals deteriora-t, wvhzn t-he system is. static if the hydraulic
-,ccens panel is not removeJd and.- the cuuao bleý.d through the con-
nections provided inside the aircraft,

(c) ftgCQMr,NMD.'TI0N: 4dviso .-H-1G, ýInits and activities of the complete
hydraJli~o bleeding procudurý- recuired by the Cobra. Ulnits provide appro-
priate tools and training, to allow aviators to pu.rformn this post flight
procedure when nwaintt~anico pursonneol are not availabl2.,

(7) kircraft Parts:

(a) OBSERVATION: liequisitionud EDP parts fruqumntly require more
than 30 days to arrive at the req,:1uesting unit from tJSAAIr, and lst Logis-
tical Comrand.
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(b) SALU+rrION: Aircraft have been grounded EDP due to excessive
periods of time required to deliver ;DP parts after the release dato from
US1iE or let Logistical Command. Aircraft engines, transmissions and
rotorblades have arrived at Direct Support Units (i1SU) unaccompanied b-.
necessary historical records and forms. This delays issue and/or ins tal-
lation of components until the paper work is located and reunited with the
proper replacenent part.

(c) RECOIMMDbTION: Initiate a final pro-shipping inspection of
aircraft components to insure all required historical records are in-
cluded for shipment from AMC and Log Comd. Re-emphasize the urgency of
IDP requisitions to Technical Supply support activities personnel, trans-
ptortation command agencies and logistics unit comanders.

f'. (C) Organization:

(1) Fost Headquarters - Camp Holloway:

(a) OB3EA•LTION: Supervision of non-tactical administr:ative acti-
vitius on Camp Holloway now requires a Post Headquarters Section of three
officers, two tLM and one civilian cleric.

(b) LV.LU',TION: The Post Headquarters Section is presently respon-
sible for non-tactical services and logistioal support for 23 tenant
units or activities at Canin Ho4oway, including 10 units with a total of
over 500 men, which are n. assigned to the 52nd CAdB. These responsibili-
ties include supervision oi Officers, NCO and ZM open mess; allocation of
real estate; coordination of billeting; monitoring PX and consessionaire
operations; supervision and coordination of base devel.opment; establish-
ment and supervision of animal control; coordination of Engineer, 2%epair
and Utilities aetivities, such as: electrical power supply and distri-
bution, water supply and purification, fireprevention and control, post
sanitation, work order requostsp prevantive maintznance, maintenance sur-
vice orders and coordination of Pacific Architects and Engineers projects;
maintenance of road nets; coordination of camp defense efforts, maintenance
-of perimeter security and lighting; supervision of library, craftshop and
other Special Services activities; maintenance of law and order; super-
vision v. health and dental activities; maintenance and police of the
airfield; and the hiring and controlling of civilian cmployees. Repeated
attempts to obtain. MTOS or TDA authorizing a Post Hoadquarters Section to
an installoat 4 where. a 'obrmtL aviation battalion is the senior occupant
operating po•, 6casp and s*tqtion facilities havo been unsuccessful. These
administrative functions continue, to be vital to the health, comfort,
morale, disdip!ine. and' securty of over 2,300 tenants of this camp. The
officers required to manige post activit ics must be drawn f rom aviation
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units, thus further aggravating the shortage of pilots available for
cockpit duty. Enlisted personnel likewise hold TOE positions in units
which are denied either productive work from the individual or a replace-
ment for him. The following positions Rre considered essential:

DEPUTY 1OT COMHANDER 0-4
POST EGINCR 0-3
CIVILIA1: FRS ON1iL/SC I. L SLRVICi:;S OiFIC,]R 0-3
AD14INISTiL.T:IVE NCO E-7
CL ERK. TYF IST/iDibAPFT51'U N 1- 5

(c) RECOILJW•L.TION: Solicit and submit MTOh, TDA or augr.-ntation
authorilty for a Post Hadquarters Section to operate military posts such
as C:~mp Holloway, Flciku, IRVN. Assign non-rated officers and qualified
EM to th.svo. rucquir(d positions now, pmnding approval of Post Headquarters
authorization by competent ;authority.

(2) Unit Supply Officer:

(a) Or3SZRV,-TION: The .,ssault Support Helicopter Company WviOI 1-258F
is not authorized a unit supply officer.

(b) -V,LU._TIUi1: The Assault Support H(liccr.+r Czompany, with 252 personnel
lb CH-47 and supporting ground vquipm,.nt worth over 4,18,000,000, is
authorized only a Unit Corrwinnder and an Oporations Officer in the Company
Headquarters and Opur-tions Sections. With neithr Zxecutivo Officer nor
Supply Technician authorized, a rated aviator must be taken out of the
cockpit to perform supply and property book duties. The Assault Heli-
copter Company i's authorized a trained warrant officer supply technician,
MIOS 76Li, for these duties.

(c) RSCOIH[NDATION: Modify the TO-,, of Assault Support Helicopter

Companies to authorize a Supply Technician, MOS 761h.

(3) Combat Aviation Battalion immunition Officer:

(a) OBSERVATION: The Combat kviation iattalion, which is not autho-
rized an ammunition officer, lmndles as much ammunition as a 8"/175mm
artillury Battalion.

(b) ZVJ'WU;TION: Requisition, accountability, distribution and con-
trol of th... amount of ammunition nuecossary for basic load, base camp
defense and combat operations by a Combat Aviatibn Battalion requires a
fulltimQ Battalion. ammunition Officer to assist the S-4. The following
comparison of ammunition expenditures during Lugust, September and
October 1968 is cited:
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TYU ;11MUITI09 ,IRT BATOT ALION WLTION BhTTALION

175nam l5OO 0
9iMM .240 0
81Im 198 1,412
6&6z 25 6
40mm 796 10,5430
8 inch 5,500 0
2675 inch 0 6,767
.50 cal. 840 0
.45 cal. 1,000 1,400
.38 cal 0 3,O00
7.62mm 27,900 1,678,920
5.56nh 100,640 43,025

(c) ImC1Of*S1ND. TI ON: Modify C ombat iviation Battalion Headquarters
and Headquarters Detachment MOE 1-76E to include a Battalion kmmunition
Officer, 0-3, MOS 4510.

g. (C) Othier,: "Noster, Key Lists".

(1) OBSRVATION: The 4th Infantry Division and the 52nd Comb',t
,viation Battalion operate from different "Nestor" key lists to obtain
secure voice transmission capability.

(2) ifVALU.•TION: 5 CJd O; aircraft supporting 4th Division units
must operate with the smpported unit. kW. Aviators are then unable to
comaunicate with their parent unit in the secure mode.

(3) R.CO0@1VA& TION: Division Signal Officers should distribute
necessary key lists to non-divisional units operating in division nets,
thus allJcing uninterrupted secure voice capability on both supported
unit and supporting unit Frequency Modulated radio nets.

3. Section 3. Headquarters Deai!rtmunt of the irmy Surve Information:

a. (U) General: The Evasion, Escape and Survival Program of the
52nd Combat kviation Battalion has boon updated by a new Evasion, Escape
and Survival annex to the Battalion Tactical SOP. This annex emphasizes
unit responsibilities and frocedures for the selecting and training of
Evasion, Escape and Survival personnel, dissemination of survival infor-
mation, use of ME codes and Minteance of unit survival equipment at
the company level.

b. (U) Evasion jnd, Secave:
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(1) Casu Historius: None.

(2) School: The 52nd Combat Aviation t3attalion hus filled 15 allo-
cations this priod. All assigned companies have school trained Zvasion
and Escape Officers appointed on unit orders. Each company has been en-
couraged to ,,ppoint an E?4h NCO to assist the •&JL Officer in tha troining
of air crews. Debriefing of students returning from both the Navy and
Air Force courses has produced favorable comments and results in the Bat-
talion's Evwsion and .L•scape Progrwm. This has mnmifosted itself in the
increased training at unit level. The crnsensus of opinion among ruturnees
favors the Air Force programn and all students have suggested that it be
lengthened. It is the policy of the 52nd Cormba4 '.virtion Battalion to
p.,.rticipate in those courses whunuver possible and that they ennance the
Z program throughout this battalion.

c. (U) Survival: There have been no survival situa.tions within this
battalion for this period.

5 Incl WILLI, 1M C CHNMB•2RuJIN
as r: LTC AT

Commanding

DISIRIBUTION:
2 CINCtSARPAC, ATTN: GFOP-DT, APO 96558
3 -CG, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC-D8T, APO 96375
2 - CG, Ist Avn Bde, ATTN: AVBA-MN, APO 96384
7 - CO, 17th CAG, ATTN: AVGD-SC, APO 96240
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AVGD-SC (5 Nov 68) 113t IrA af r er o.4LUBMOT3 0peratiowl3 Anwrt af .52 Dambat Aviation Battal~ion o Pro
IEnding 31 October 1.966,o RCS CSFR-65 (RI) (U).

DAs. Neadouarteris,, 17~,h Cba Av -inGroup) APO 96240 25Noebr96

Wt 0owa~aid~vSGensrI I V'i.4 Fors. Vistramt ATTK: AVFA-GC-OT, APO 96350

1, (U) This headqurer a weied the basic letter from the 52d Combat

AVUktivzl 8attd.ioA. Pan andi~ nk cozivctionv of mninor errors have been

2. ()This head urters subm~its the following co1m~ents,

.;k, D3eatim- 1. P~i~&ti~o pagas 1. throus 15: C01=40$

(1) Varagrarh 2at Unit Strength Deficien1cie!F, page 151

.(a) WE=~U with the xrecommenOAtion to prosram* and aassign replacements
41meVs known losses atL all. lev-els. Replacements ZUggd behindi scheduled
losses during the quarter, and the 52d Comibat Aviatign Ba~ttal-ion received
its prorata share.

(b) CONC14i with tho . r~ooo=*neration -to provIdg, ixanty units to assist
in securityr of isolaited aviation units. The 5.zd Security Platoon, an
ausignad group unit, currently covers -the 30 squar'e kilometer area of
operationi adjacent to Cw~p: H~olloway, This hoadkcu&Ajes is preparing a
letter requesting relief ~'raxn the responzibility for that area of operation.
Upon~ ap~roviaJ of tho roo 'uest,. thi& &head ri;;:ters.LU w ll .'de6play sae~ntS of
the platoon to provide -'~ra "n .Pariwtar s.cuzuty tor Zroup units at
Kontum..u Holloway,# and Ban .Re 'Thut.

*(2) Paragraph 2bCl), .Briefings for A~rmobilz, Orationss panges 35 and
16: CONCUR. Proper briefingw should be SCP for all Slrourtd unitp4 The
let Aviation Brigade Operations Manual,* dated 1 Febru&Ly 1907, discusse3
ti'as briaing. 'euiramen ixL-ar&W l~la(l).,. Chapter !.Z Furth~sz reorimnend,

(a) Revising the Brigade Oparat'ions Mannal to ijiclivi this briefir*
requir~nnt iniApgpandix Up, Airmobile Task4 Force. Coaranda'r 13 WdkICst,

(b) Placing increased emphasis on txoper trai~nig ard briefina

of troops by supported ground ooriiniidere.

.4":, UMgPVOI¶ 0),
fan4.huA.bc0 SP for 6roud unite. iz al1 airinobile operations,

1s~ Y 4rual. ditovesaas plannixig in -paragraph 4Y
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. (4) Paragraph 2b(3), Fleohatte Fmployment, paos 316 through 1:

(a) CONCUR with the recmendation to prove ; a, seloctiva vmapons
system for the armed UH-1O aircraft.

"(b). ..CONCtR with.the roccmead)atioa tb incroaaj the auply of flaotto
warheads. MIesage AVGD-SC 4801-68 (C), dated 20 October 1968,.eubjeats
2.75 Flechette Warhead (U), to lst Aviation Brigade, recommended a resupply
rate of 1350 flechette rounds per month- for this group. Massage AVGD-W
5182-68 (C)i dated 17 November 1968, subje)ct: Issue of VDU4A A 'arhaad (U),
to your headquarters, requested issue of 6OOf•Jeck$t.# r.ur~s from USAF
stocks for immdiate use.

(5) Paragraph 2b(47), AMCC, page 18: NONCONCUR. There aro insufficient

available fixed wing aircraft to .cornuct all missjas roquirad boteon fixed
wing airfields. Neither the 52d Combat Aviation Battalion nor this hoad-
qtirters has the capability to properly analyze misuse of helicopter assets,
.since flying hours are the only available critor1& upon which the" echelons.
can base Judgement. Recomxu4 your headquarters conduct a continuing
overall evaluation of employment of helicopter assets.

(6) Paragraph 2c(l), UH-1 Emergency Procedures, pages 18 and 199
CONCUR.

.. ,.7) Paragraph 2c(2). New Equipment (4iualificationp page 19t COWOsU

'(8) Paragramh 24, Viatiawab Civilian. Control, pages 19 a*. 20s,
CONIUR, although the problem outlined has. not bea' reported . l-. ,r group
unit s.

(9) Paragraph 2e(1) Team Maintenance forA G AiAQraafts pap 20t
CONCUR. :.,

(10) Paragraph 2o(2), Forward Area Aircraft Haintonaneo pige 21:
CONCUR*

U(1) Paragraph 2e(3)'. AH-MIG Fluctuating, Oil Pro*r=, pap 2 CNOJUR.
Oil ('han4'e at 25-hour intervals is rucommondod practico on all group AH-G
and• :H- aircraft.

(12) Paragraph 2e(4), AH-IG Vibrations, pages 21 and 22: NONCONCIM,
wdthiut Lurthur investigation. Othor group units. oquippod with A10-G0,
aircraft ruport -,no vibration problems vith M1590. -pods hn ae4Pmepo-is
mdint•oind within limits specified for the aircrftt #*10S Wi'ht. The
bulk of tho pod mass extunding forward from the wing appoars U cohtribute
to vibrations.
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(13) Paragraph 2e(5), AH-l0/W.-159C Swaybrace Breakage, page 22:
CONCUR. Unit has been instructed to suhmit an EIR on the problem.

(14) Paragraph 2e(6), AH-1G Hydraulic Accumulator, page 22: CONCUR.
However, TM 55-1520-221-20 outlines the hydraulic system bleeding procedure.
Un.4 has b~n,instruoteit to. follow procedure in the manual or submit DA
Folmt 2028 recommending a phange thereto.

(15) Paragraph 2e(7), Aircraft Parts, pages 22 and 23: CONCUR. The
stated procedure is in effect art A1,1C. Investigation indicates that
delivery of large EDP parts may be delayed because of the lack of USSAF
shipping priority. Group units have been instructed to maintain records on
all shipping delays of EDP parts.

(16) Paragraph 2f(l), Holloway Post Headquarters, pages 23, and 24:

(a) CONCUR with the recomnendation to solicit TDA authority* Unit
will be directed b, letter to submit request for TDA for Camp Holloway
Post Headquarters under the provisions of USAJZV Circular 310-44 and USARV
Regulation 310-49.

(b) NONCONCUR with the recommendation to assign personnel against
positions which, although required, are not authorized. Personnel can not
be assigned against positions for which there are no TOE or TDA authorizations.

(17) Paragraph 2f(2), Unit Supply Officer, page 24: CONCUR. Recommend
no action pending DA publication of standard MOE for the Assault Support
Helicopter Company, which is expected to be in the near future.

(18) Paragraph 2f(3), Ammunition Officer, pages 24 and 25: CONCURO
Recommend no action pending DA publication of standard MTOE for the
Combat Aviation Battalion.

(19) Paragraph 2g, Key Lists, page 25: CONCUR. This subject was
discussed during a signal meeting at your headquarters on 19 June 1968,
The USARV represontativ stated that a single key list had been considered
for all units in the R-epublic of Vietnam, but,'the proposal was disapproved
because of the ramifications of possible compromise. However, an agreement
was reached whereby supported units woul4 provide supporting units with key
lists. The 4th Infantry Division has sufficient copies of key lists to
implement the stated recommendation.
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AVFA-,-OQT (5 ov6) U Ind
SuJ3T" s Operatioal Report of 52d Combat Aviation Batta•ion for Period

bding 31 October 1969, RCS csI0.65 (RI) (U)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350

TO: Coiandlinm General, lst Aviation Brigade, APO 96384

1. (U) This headquarters has evaluated subjeot report and indorsament
and makes the following eemsats.

2. (C) Reference paragraph 2b(4), pago 18, Area Movement Control Center.
Noneoneur for reasons stated by the 17th Combat Aviation Group lot Indorse-

eamt. This headquarters makes a da•ily review or %va1luation of the employ-
meat of helicopter assets in the 11 CTZ.

3. (C) Reference paragraph 2*(4), pages 21 and 22, AH-iG Vibrations.
Nonconeur for reasons stated by the 17th Combat Aviation Group lst Indors.-
meat.

4. (C) Reference paragraph 2f(1), pages 23 and 24, Post Headquarters
Camp Holloway. Mos•oncur for reasons stated by the 17th Combat Aviation
Group l1t Indorsemeat.

FOR THE CONCAMs:

CPT. AGC
Azat AG

17th Cb+ Avn Gp

31

CONFIDENTIAL-.



CONFIDENTIAL
ArBA-C (5 Nov 68) 3d. Inid
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Rnding x1. October 1968, IRISM CS1`R4-65 kRi u)

DL, HEADQUA.BTERSO 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE$ APO 96384 17 DEC 1968
THRUs Commni.zding General, United States' Arwr Vietnam, ATMN AVHGC-DST,

APO 96375
Commander-in-Chief, United States ArWt Pacific, ATMN GPOP-OT,
APO 96558

TO&a. Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Axiar, Washington, D.C., 2033.0

1. (C) Thismheadquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be
adequate, and. concurs with the contents as indorsed, except for the
followings

a.. Paragraph 2-b(3) (c), page 16. Nonconcar with recommendation to
provide selective weapon system capability for the T-ll-C armed helicopter.
The total rocket load must remain the same due to weight limitations*
The advantages to be gained with a selective system would be offset
by the reduction in useable rockets available for close support if loaded
with both types. of rockets. Loading the EJE-IC prior to take off gives
those units equipped with the Uli-lC the capability to use the flechette
round.

b. Paragraph 2c(2), page 19. Nonooncu~r. New Equipment Training
Teams (NTM) are normally employed at unit locations to train, a nucleus
of instructor pilot's who will subsequently train the remaining unit aviators.
Current DA policy limits in-country AIH-lG pilot tranuition training to
that conducted at the USARV AH-lG School by the training team* The com-
plexity of the AH-IG weapons systems and the requirements for conduc-
ting extensive ground school classes make it desirable to have the
AB-lO training team permanently stationed at one central location.~ The
cu~rrent AH-lG aviator transition tra-ining, and the limited nuaber of
instructor pilots assigned to the USARV AlI-lG training team, preclude
field visits by the training team SIPs.. Unit AR-10 SI~s and I?. are
authorized to conduct flP stand~ardization and check rides for aviators
qualified in the AHll-G aircraft.

c. Paragraph 2e(6), page 22. Nonconcur pending further investi-
gation. TX 55-1520-221-20 prescribes bleeding the AR-iUG emergency collec-
tive hydraulic accumulator system by use of the drain valve wbeoever it
iz necessary to check accumulator gas pressure and/oir whien pilot report
or .ground operational chock reveals that emergency hydraulic power is-
wot sufficient for four full strokes of the collectivre control stick.
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The Bell Technical Field Representative assigned to 34th General Support
Group (Mr James Fergusen) and 34th GS Group Maintenance Office personnel
know of no internal damage problem occurring as a result of bleeding the
system only by pumping the collective after shutdown and coastdown; however,
this observation will be investigated and if justification can be deter-
mined, the proper procedures will be published in the 34th GS Group News-
letter pending TM change publication.

d. Paragraph 2f(2), page 24. Nonconcur. The standardized NTOE
1-258G for the Assault Support Helicopter Company will authorize a
Company Executive Ufficer, 03, who could assume the duties as unit supply
officer. The standardized MOE 1-258G was submitteýjto DA proposing a
Warrant Officer Unit Supply Technician, MOS 761A. Thi`s,,position was
deleted from the advance copies of the MTOE received fromUA. The unit
supply technician position, MOS 761A, proposed for the Assault Helicopter
Company standardized MfTOE 1-77G was also deleted from the advance copies.

e. Paragraph 2f(3), page 24. Nonconcur. An E5 Admunition Sergeant,
MOS 55B40, has been added to the Battalion S-4 section in the standar-
dized MTOE 1-256G. This NCO position is considered adequate to assist
the Battalion S-4 in the requisitioning, accountability, distribution
and control of necessary ammunition used by a Combat Aviation Battalion.

2. (C) The followine additional comments are considered pertinent:

a. Paragraph 2u, page 18. Standardization/training rides conducted
in USARV include anti-torque control failure training. In most cases,
this training is the first of this type that the aviators receive.
Training must, however, be limited to the anti-torque control failure
since other types of failure cannot be simulated.

b. Paragraph 2e(5), page 22. This headquarters and USARV are aware
of the problems with sway braces. EIRs have been submitted by the 52d
Combat Aviation Battalion.

c. Paragraph 2f(l),, page 23 and 24. Concur with basic letter. Unit
has been advised to submit a proposed TDA.

d. Paragraph 2b(2)(a), page 27, 1st Indorsement. The 1st Aviation
Brigade Operations Manual is currently under revision., Safety briefings
for personnel boarding or departing helicopters will be included in the
AM1F Comnander's Checklist.
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e. Paragraph 2b(4)(b), page 28, 1st Indiorsement. Recomended supply
rates from subordinate units are consolidated at this headquarters and
fozmried to Headquarters, USARV.

POR THE COMMINDERs

LEE S. PETIMN
ILT, AGC

.\SST ADJ QEN
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AVHGC-DST (5 Nov 68)- 4th Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion for Period

Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65, (R-l) (U)

HEkDQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 Ž,

TO: Conmmander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 2968 from Headquarters,
52d Combat Aviation Battalion.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning employment of WDU-4 A/A flechettes,
page 16, paragraph 2b(3); and 3d Indorsement, paragraph la: Concur
with 3d Indorsement, paragraph la.

b. Reference item concerning new equipment qualification, page 19,
paragraph 2c(2); and Ist Indorsement, para 2b(7); and 3d Indorsement,
paragraph Ib: Concur with 3d Indorsement, paragraph lb.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

W. 0. ARNTZ
CPT, AGO
Assistant Adj nt General

Cy furn:
HQ lst Avn Bde
HQ 52d CAB
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00-bf (3 Nov 68) 5th Ind (U)
UAWJUC? Operational Report of EQ, 52d Cbt Avt Is for Period Wnding

31 October 1968, ICS CSFOR-65 (R1)

KQ0 93 Arwy, Pacific, APO Sam Francisco 963558 •JAN 1569

TM: isetotgat Chief of Staff for Force Developmet, Department of the
Arw, Washington, D. C. 20.310

This huadquarterm has evaluated subjoct veport and forvardinS indorse-
meat# and concurs in the report m indorsed.

F01 THU CCUNMDEI IN CHIE:

o'L SHORT?
051 AGC
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ORGNIZTION;L 3TRUCTURa AND STATION LIST

LO1 ______ APO

52d Cbt Avn Bn LTC William C. ..,h& rla.1A Camp Hofloway 96318
"FLYING Dd. 4GONS"" " Pleiku, RVN.
Hq & Hq Det Cpt Daryl R.' Cagle amp Holloway 96318

52d Sec Det I LT Victor L. Coulter
68th Rdr Det (Nopp Agthorized)
94th Med Dot PT149erill J. Xinr"n
755th Mod Dot cvri James H. PNtrson
Pathfinder Dot I LT John A., Bohl Jr.

57th Aslt Hel Co MAJ Robert M. Williams City Airfield, 96499
"GL4 1DIATORS" Xontum, RVN
615th TC Dat OPT Silao E. Beck
882nd Sig Det uW2 4ernard J. Leftault

119th Aslt Hel Co MAJ Kenneth R, Cary Camp Holloway 96318
"~A.LIGi•TO•S" P•Fleiku, RVN
545th TC Det I LT Ronald k. Dean
70th Sig Dot 0W2 Floyd V. Garrn n.

170th A s• fel •o M•J Donai A. Roberts damp Holloway 96318
"BIKINIS" Pleiku, RVN
/05TH TO Dot MAJ Edward D. King -i
448th Sig. DOt

179th Asit Spt.Hel Co iMj Dona4d Eo Holroyd amp Hiolioay 96318
"SHRIMP BOAtS" - P'eoku, RVN
402nd TO bt MAd ClaiW8 , 40

189th Aslt Sol Co M&A Robert N. Morrison tme, Hollo ws 96318
"MHOST iID •"ik' ' *icu, RVN
604th TO Dot CW2 Ronald L. Colinms
6th Sig Dot I U Larry T. Book

361st Avn Co' (Et) W~ Robert J. Fod~r$ Oimp Hollowa~y 96318
"PINK PANTýV'•0"
665th TC Dot PT0T 9orge Michel
621st Sig Dot (None Authorised)

OPWON:
1st Plt, 355th Avn C OPT John Geurin Q-gip Holloway 96318
(Heavy Helicopter) FPiknu, RWN

"WORK HORSE" -

Inc2. I
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UNIT STREN=H AS (O 3V 0-TOBER 1968

1. (C) Military:
Co WO EX TOTAL

UNI_•T A-1 AG A ASG AUTH ASG AUTH ASG

HHD 22 20 2 5 87 101 111 126
94ýth Med Det 1 1 6 0 8 8 9 9
755th Med Det 1 1 0 0 8 9 9 10

52d Sec Det 1 2 0 0 151 '>94 152 96
68th inf Det 0 0 0 0 19 14 19 14

57th AHC 15 14 52 43 152 129 219 186
615th TC Det 1 1 1 1 79 43 81 45
822 Sig Det 0 0 1 1 8 7 9 3

119th iHC 15 14 52 43 152 129 219 186
7qh Sig De% 1 0 0 1 9 8 10 9
545th TC Det 1 1 1 1 70 48 72 50

170th AHC 15 16 52 37 152 125 219 178
405th TO Det 1 2 0 70 45 72 47
448th Sig Det 0 0 1 1 8 6 9 7

179th ASHC 13 6 25 18 132 128 170 152
402d TC Det 1 1 1 80 69 82 71

189th AHC 15 14 52 36 152 129 219 179
6th Sig Det 0 1 1 0 8 6 9 7
604th TC Det 1 0 1 1 70 48 72 49

361st AC (S) 16 12 14 9 82 55 112 76
621st Sig Det 0 0 0 0 6 6 6 6
665th TC Det 1 1 1 1 56 45 58 47

52D CAB 121 107 258 199 1559 1252 1938 1558

2. (a) ,iyilian:

DAC VN 3d NAT
UNIT AUTH ASG AUTH ASG AUTH ASG

52d HHD 0 0 26 24 0 0
57th AHC 0 0 14 11 0 0
119th AHC 0 0 12 11 0 0
170th AHC 0 0 9 9 0 0
179th ASHC 0 0 9 9 0 0
189th AHC 0 0 9 9 0 0
355th AC (Hl) (IPLT) 0 0 3 0 0 0
361st AC (E) 0 0 3 2 0 0

52D CAB 0 0 85 75 0 0

Inol 2 3
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OPafTIONAL RL3ULTS AS OF 31 OCTOBM 1968

1. (C) R eul ,tCA
: CARGO

SORTI"/ TROOPS LIFTM F.KMY STRUCTURMS SAMPANS
YET F LIFTD (TONS) KBA D.AM DEST DAM DEdST

57 AHC 26,136 ,27,889 812 59 0 0 0 0

119 AHC 15,07l 18,894 621 0 O 0 0 0

170 AHC 6,721 8,278 241 0 0 0 0 0

179 ASHC 70'758 16,665 12,119 0 0 0 0 0

189 AHC 25,717 27,134 598 25 10 10 to 0

355-AC (HH) 2,456 0 524. 0 0 0 0 0

361 AC (i) 2,660 30 0 19 8 4 0 0

HED 9%9 52 2 0 0 0 0 0

52 CAB 88,107 98,942 14,917 103 18 14 10 0

2. (C) :

AIR~hOFT LOST aIRRAFT DAMAGED
UNITT TY P E N ..... AL,

57 AHC UN-I0 5
UH-,hI H 10

170 AHC UH-1C 3 UIII10 2
UH-1H 1 Um-IH 2

179 ASH CH--47 2

189 AHC UH-IH 2 UH-1c 4
UH-1H 1

361 AO(E... Af.1•1

52 CAB 8 25

mcIn 3
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AIRCRAFT STATUS AS OF 31 OCTOEER 1968

1.(C) .AH-1 G or,-4 TT-I0 C .F-1 D Ul:[-1N UT-6•A

UNIT Auth/OH Auth/OR Auth/OTJ Aut~hEO Auth/Or Autbh/O

57 ANlC 818 23/19

119 AHC .8/7 23/20

170 MHC 8/6 23/19

179 AHO 6/`

189 AHC 8/8 23/20

361 •C (E) 12/12

52 CAB 1./2 169714 32r29 271 92/78 1/

2. (0) AIRCýV.T AWtIU~tZ'• YISSION MIT-1r, EUT• PITD E Dr (DP.TTI v •Vlp!Grl)

S.. .. . ...... .. t.,•,• l',R .(W ... AT ., .... ... n OCT .

Availability .0 6700 60.4 69.10
Mission Ready N/A 6266 56.1 61 '7
loo p3.0 247. 14;5
FjDP i/ A', ... , 14.9 _17..

Availability 65 65-O 78.(; 1
Mission Ready NI/A 5992 54'4 564Pn

23 23, r 27:n 31 :f
'EDP?1 120 14.10 11.0

Availability 75 76. 71;1 75:1
Mission Ready 6N/5;9 61.4 54'n

Em 17 17.0 19.8 17:6
EDP.. 5 51,7 5,6 6.9

32rc01 4
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3. (C) iiXCAPITUJ.ION OF ijYING HoU±S

UNr- X-NG. N"- . HOUR... .AM Pa ."~miL "i
ON LiND FLOWN P ,R ACQT IBILITY DA PROGRAiM

t.,H-1 G
361st Au-g, 12.o . 626 52i 66 74W

Sep 12.0 539 44.9 60.4 64%
oot 12.0 621• _ 51.8 68.0o , 7%_

CH-47
179th Aug 16.0 880 55.0 651.0 91%

Sep 14.5 778 53.7 59.0 89%
0ot 13. 7 910 66,4 58.0 11%

UH-1C
57th Aug 8.0 519 64.8 73.0 100-

Sep 8.0 434 54.2 80.2 93%
Oct 8.0 2396 U, 86 0 85%

411th Aug 8.0 410 52.1 76.2 88%
Sep 8.o 318 39.7 67.9 68%
Okct 7._6 289 _.3.8718 %,

170th Aug 8..3 412 49.6 79.8
Sep 8.0 652 81.5 76.2 140-
Oct .7.5 476 60.3 76.3... 4/6

189th Aug- .7.8 317 40.6 76.7 70%
Sep 7.8 283 36.2 68.2 62%
Oct 7.4 .41 59.6 66#2 103%

52nd Aug 32.1 1658 51.5 76.5 88%
(Over Sep ... 31.8 1687 53.0 .73.1 91%
All) Oct 30.5 1602 52.5 . 75.1 91%

S~UI-IH'

57th 'Aug 21.0 2305 109.7 8332 14a7
Sep 21.0 2047 97.5 76.9 131%
.Ot •19.9 17529 880.8. .86.8 103%

1-19 Aug 21,0 1411 b7.1 68.8 90%
Sep 19.9 1275 65.1 74.0 88%
Ogt 19.6 1!!1 72.5 62.2 98%

175th Aug 19.9, 1708 85.3 85*0 115%
Sep .20..0 2018 100,9. 81.0 136%
Oct 18.3 2013 10803 137%

189th Aug 20.Q 1286 64,- 76.1 1037
Sep 19.4 125 6 64,7 t6.1 ?7%" Ot ..... 19 ..5. 2052- 1._05 I 7•,5 ... ... 104 .

52nd --Au 81.f9-. 671ý 68.6 78,3_-. 9Z6
Sep 80.3 - 6596 82.1I 74,7 1 IO%

S. .. .. Oet ....... 7;7.2 724.6 .. .. .93.2-:: 74•.5m =. 1 03% _
- " TYPE HOURS FLOWN A!W.,LMBLITY•

D:/•!. m, 42.29 .3 1004 5oo• 9, 0 ;'ý
u-6A 26 ._ 2 . 92.6% 98.6% 80. __.....

-*Department of the-Army Pogamed Flying hours per aircraft per month:V
MH-I1G7_.• UH-I1C5 UH.IH

InalA
,CONFIDE.NTIAL



(CONFIDENTIAL

52D COM0tJII*21O3 WJT4TT10Lt AIWA C' OPEPATICWS
SCA LL
1:1,000,0000

4U&)J TDI ProvincV**

KtTI'M Prince

2rovinoe

Dak Soa'ng I~ang

.3oai' ifet
Dak To

-AELm~aUL OF VIrTNAMAl c
C AM P. r z I A

Kointum Airfield

KONTUN ProVinco IW CxNn I
PIZIKU Prvic

Suoi Doi

?lie Djarezng plioku *Plcikta ArB
C~ a~mp Hlolloway

Camp'L I~

Duo* 00

Pi! '101. DO Lbiprvic

IULIKU Province

D)44LC Province

Incl 5

*CW CODENTIAL



iASFIED -- C~FD~CNI~ I
SIM wity C1.SSgftlca0-n

DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA - R & D
(oewift 01e8aSID0atie,, of Wtol.6d~ of ab~tee.-I and Indeuln4 amotation #"URI be entereed whew, the owe relI re i laele

I. ORIGIN&TING ACTIVITY (CWpof.*. author) a.fKO' EUIYC.lSFCY

I. REOR TTL

Operational.Report-Lessons Learned,. Hq, 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion,
Period Ending 31 October 1968 (U)

6. og9SCRIeTIVK woman (ryps,* wof spf and lmhaioe) dale.)

Experiences of unit engaged in counter insurgency -oeain. I. Aug -31 Oct 68
S. AUI V64CM45 (Fftf nmoo. M1409 Initial. leaf name)

CO, 52zid Combat Aviation Battalion

6. nEPORT OATK 7a. TOTAL. NO. OF PAGCE& 7b. NO. OF REFrs

5NIov 68 46
SOCONTRACT OR GRANT NO. to. OpNiGINATOR'S PIEPOnT NUMRERIS1

684159
k, PRO0JECT NO.

C. N/A 9b. OTI.ER REPORT N0451 (Any other naNMbdPa Chat maey be assigned

10. !DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT

$I. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES T1I. SPONSORING MILITARY ACTIVITY

N/A 1OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

I3. ABSTRACT

NOVRM UNCLASSIFIED
DDwi Clnss&icatio




