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CONFIDENTIAL

DasPoaRTMENT OF THE Ay
HEADOUARTSw,, S52ND COMUBAT aVIATIONU BATTALION
AFO 5an Francisce 96318

AVGD-CC 5 November 1968

SUBJUCT: Operational Report -of 52nd Combat aviation Battalion for Period
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS C3FOR-65 (R-1) (U)

SEL DISTRIBUTION

l. Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities:

a. (C) GCeneral: Report for period 1 august through 31 October 1968,
submitted in compliance with USARPAC Reg 525-15, USidV Reg 525-15 and 17th
C:;G Reg 525-15,

(1) Headouarters, 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion, LTC William C.
Chamberlain, Commanding, remains at Camp Holloway, Fleiku, RVN, IJTnclosure
1 reflects Organisational Structure and Station List of subordinate units
as of 31 October 1968,

(2) There has been no chanee of mission during this period., The bat—
talion continues to provide aviation support to iilitary Assistance Com~
mand, Vietnam; Fourth Infantry Division; Fifth Special Forces Group; 52nd
Artillery Group; Republic of Vietnam II Corps; and other Free World *ili~
tary Forces in the central highlands of Vietnam (see Inclosure 5). In
addition, the 52nd CAB controls all activities and functions of Camp Hol-
loway, Holloway irmy Airfieid and Kontum AsF,

b. (C) Personnel:

(1) 4wards and Decorations: During this reporting pericd, 1,968
awards were processed and 1,566 were approved and received, This included
the receipt of six Silver Stars, forty~three Distinguished Flying Crosses
and 1,338 Air iedals,

(2) Command and Staff Changes: The following Command and Staff posi-
tion changes took place during the quarter:

FOSITION RANK, Nalli, SVC NO (Incoming) D:uTH
(Outgoing)
B X0 LTC James Burton, 071159 1 Sep 68

LTC Thomas L, Williamson, Q81560
FOR Y VT X
c84159 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

INCL 1 ' DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-CC (5 lovember 1968)
| SUBJLECT: Operational Report of 52nd Combat .iviation Jattalion for ieriod
z Ending 31 October 1963, RC5 CoFUR-65 (R-1) (U)

BN -1 Mad Glenn . Horgan, 04031245 7 ug 68
f . {ind Curtis L, Green, 05301686

Bl 85«2 1LT Robert A. DiPadova, Q5343555 2 3ep 68
CIT Leo F, Welsh, Jdr., 05325194

BN 5-3 MiJ Larry B. dicken, 074042 ' 21 g 68
LTC George &, Burnison, 079206

BN S«4 CW3 Robert i, iicKown, 172211130 2L Oct 68
i'aJ Kenneth R. Cary, OF 113571

DPC fnd Donald A, Roberts, 04063815 1 Sep 67
- LTC James Burton, 071159

DFC MAJ Fyne . Gramly, 01645 2L Gct 68
iind Donald i, noberts, 04063815

Bil SIG OFF CiT Terry a. Gunter, 05536250 27 Sep 68
CI'T George H. Gauger, OF 100692

BN SFT{L OFF . 1LT Glenn &, 3pelis, 05339109 . 9 Oct 62
' i4d David L. Boivan, 05542617

CO, HHD , CPT Daryl R. Cagle, 05406244 # Oct 68
: Ci'T Charles.R. Rayl, OF 104242

CO, 52D SCTY huT 1LT Viector L. Coulter, 05344157 16 Oct 68
1LT Daniel A, Berry, 05330951

CO, 94TH MuD OET CPT Merill J. Hiran, 05460680 27 hug 68
: " CFT Fred G, ifargolin, 05542726

CO, 57TH AHC MAJ Robert R, Williams, 04009865 27 Aug 68
Hnd William D, Gess, Jr., 082600

CO, 615TH TC DET CFT 5ilas d. Beck, 05331255 : 26 Sep 68
CPT Hubert G. Smith, 095757

CO, 8220 3IG DET €2 Bernard J, Leftault, W3431107 & Oct 68
' C2 Harvey baker, Jr., W3431194

CO, 119TH AHC ' ".J Kenneth R, Cary, OF 113571 2L Oct 68
Mid Warren R. Porter, OLL22LT75

2
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-CC (5 November 1968)
SUBJACT: Operational Repert of 52nd Combat ~viation Battalion for Period
dnding 31 October 1968, iCs C3F0R=-65" (R-1) (U)

CO, 545TH TC DT 1T Ronald L. Dean, 05240428 10 aug 68
{.\J Hugh H. Rhodes, OF 105523

ind Donald 4, Roberts, 04063815 24 Oct 68
i Carl R. Jones, 02266308

i

CO, 170TH AHC

~

-—

CO, 179TH AbLHC Miad Donald &, Holroyd, 076235 10 Sep 68
IadJ Robert i, VWetherbie, O40474L25

CO, 189TH iHC i4J Robert N, Morrison, 04063784 .3 Oct, 68
UaJ William %, Fraker, OF 117169

CO, 604TH TC wilT C¥2 Ronald L. Collins, 3156446 25 Oct 68
CFT Robert R, Stratiff, 04030843

CO, 3613T .C(8) MaJ Robert J. Rodgers; 072611 6 sug 62
*Ad Larry B. aicken, 074042

(3) The anticipated input of personnel during the month of September
was programed to off—get'the large number of known losses in October and
Movember., This anticipated input did not materialize. Therefore, this
battalion, having rceceived and continuing to receive large numbers of re-
placements in October and into November will cxcced the prucent authorized
losses per month in October and November 1969, cruating additional in-
fusion problems, These replacements have not off-s:t losses. The present
shortages, courled with the known losses for Novembuer are of particular
concern to this command, #fersonncl turnover for the roporting period was

as follows:
SNLISTAD 1Ll OFFICLER/LARRANT OFPICLR
: LONTH LooS  Golil  CHANGS LOG GAIN  CHaNCD
AURUST 116 77 - 39 21 16 -5
STI TAMBER 101 T - 27 34 36+ 2
OCTCEAR 204, 120 - 8L 67 55 =12
TOTAL 421 271 -150 122 107 ~15

(4) The battalion is at 80.3.) authorized strength, short 307 enlisted
men and 72 officers/warrant officers, as of 31 October 1968. Unit strengths
are shown in Inclosure 2,
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CONFIDENTIAL

‘.

aVGD-CC (5 November 1968)

oUBJECT: Operational teport. of 5Znd:Combet .viition Battalion for Feriod
fnding 81 October 1968, AC5 (LPOR~(5 (1-1) (U)

¢. (C) Intellirunce: The 5-2 Suction continuws to publish a daily
Intelligence Summary of significant activities in the Ploiku~Kontum arca,
Intellimence information is pathered from I1 Corps and 4th Infantry Divi-
sion G-2 offices, intclli:ence bricefines from other suprortud units and
mission reyports submitted by aviators and -ir Mission Commanders, The 5-<
Section alsc controls acoess to and movement of 700 V:etnamesc personnel
and 14 3rd Country Nationals upon Camp Molloway and Kontum AAF, .n im-
proved personal pass monitoring system was placed in effect on 1 beptember

1968.

(1) EBnomy activity: attacks against allied Installations during this
quarter were primarily stand-off attacks by fire with 60mm and &2mm mor-
tars, and 107mm, l22mm and B-40 rockcts. Only onv light ground attack at
Kontum, bust deuscribed as a perimeter probe, was made in conjunction with
the mortar and rocket attacks. Following a slight increase in freguency
in .ugust and soptember, the nunber of attacks declined toward the end of
the quarter, Significant activity during the period:

022100 fhug: 52nd security Detachment patrol encountercd and engaged 10 -
15 man NV.. mortar team 1% miles M of Camp Holloway. 5<nd mortars and
361st Cobras fired on the NVa in support of the patrol. 1 NVa ¥Ia and 1
MVa VIa were confirmed., One il-<47, Russian 230 binoculars and miscel-~
lancous web gear were recovered on 3 ..up.

230200 fug: New Plceiku AFB, 2 miles l of Camp Holloway, received 37 rounds
of 122mm rocket fire; with 10 US WIA and four C-L7 aircraft damaged.

230200 Aug: 57th «HC at Kontum City .irfield, 23 milcs i of Camp Hollo-
way, received approximately 45 rounds of mixed #2mm mortar, B-40 and 122mm
rockets. 10 U5 were Ia, one UH-10 rec.ived light drmage and several
buildings and tents were damaged.

230525 nug:  57th aHC, arain under 122mm rockst attack, recsived 12 rounds,
onc HVN was KIii, three Us “I., on= bunker damaged snd two UH-1H aircraft
reccived light damage.

250115 aug: Ni section of Camp Holloway, including the £8th S&3 Bn FOL
storage area, and the 604th TC Co (US) was hit by 16 122mm rockets. Three
Us were Vla; one UH-1H l:ghtly damaged; one i ton truck, one 3/4 ton truck,
two fuel bladders and 15,000 gal. of JI-4 were destroyod,

101125 Sep: 57th aHC at tontum received 12 122mm rogkets during & 15
minute daylizht rocket attacks. One Ub WIa, one UH-lH received minor
damage, several tents, two trucks (one 3/4 ton, on¢ 2% ton) and 504% of
telephone communication lines werce destroyud.

L
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CUNFIDENTIAL

aVaD-CC (5 ilovemver 1968)
SUBJECT: Operational Revort of 52nd Comoat .viction Hattalion for Foriod
inding 31 October 1968, iCo Cui0R-65 (1-1) (1)
¢

120057 Sept 937th Engineer compound, Ni of Pleiku Clty, had 29 Us ©I: by
an unknown number of 122mm rockuts.

142400 Sep:  57th AHC and a=~2/1st Cav werc attacked by 82mm mortars and 4
ground probe of the 2/1st perimeter, Forty rounds of mortar firc 1n1110t—
ed light damage to three UH-1C and two UH-1H aireraft, destroyed six peri-
meter lights and two US Wli,

210205 Sep: New Fleiku AFB had three U WIA and seven buildings 2nd three
C-47 aircraft heavily damaged by 2C rounds of 107mm rocket fire,

211400 Sep: 189th AMC UH-1H was hit by NVi B-40 rocket fired from the
edre of a landing zone at 44 027719, 20 miles Wi of Pleiku City. aireraft
crashed and burned, one US KIa and two Hla,

211700 Sep: Another 139th UH-1H hit by B-40 rocket in the same LJ, crashed
from 30 feet and burned, Three Ub were Y,

L2255 Seps  57th AHC received nine 122mm rockets which destroyed onc
tent, inflicted light damage to cight UH-1H and heavy damage to two UH-1H
aircraft, Four trucks, two radios and various equipment were damaged and
one Us wli, ¢

292220 Sep: Connel wuarry, 1% miles . of Camp Holloway, was mortarcd with
approximately 4O rounds of 82mm, Minor damage was incurred during the
attack, which ceased as counter-mortar and gunships were employed.

252235 Oct: 937th sSnrinwer compound again attacked by mortar fire, re-
ceivinge 47 rounds of 82mm, 17 US WIA; onz building and 27 vehicles were
damagead,

311300 Oct: Enemy cache at AR 902720, 128 milus N2 of Camp Holloway, was
captured by RVN units supported by 52nd C.B aircraft which evacu..ted 2,000
blasting eaps; 100 lbs THT; 6 recoilless rifle rounds, 30 rds 107mm, 73
B-40" and 15 rds B-4l rockets; 175 rds 60mm mortar; 35 assorted US and Chi
Cem mines; 60 hand and 70 rifle gronad.ss; 107 boxes .K-47 ammunition and
other enemy equipment.,

(2) Movement: During the months of September and October, the 24th
NV.. legt moved west to the Tri-torder area from its former position east
of H¥Y 14 and north of PLeikn City. It was ‘presumed that the Tegt was
forced to move to the border due to severe losscs from Be52 strikes.
During the reporting period therc was a general movement to the west of
all major NVA units. It is beliceved that these units are now in Cambodia
and Laos refitting and recuperating, -

5
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CONFIDENTIAL

~VGD-CC (5 “ovember 1968)
QUDJACP Operational ¢eport of 5ind Combat wvistion wtitalion for i.riod
snding 3% Getobuer 1962, o CoPOR-65 (R-1) (L)

; (3) ew Units: There hWave been no confimed roports of nuw units in

; the Kontum/Tleiku trovinces in the lust 3 months, There were sover:l un-

§ confirmed roports of = suspectud :rmor unit 35-40 miles WSW of TI'leiku,
ncar the Cambodiun border.

(4) New Weapons: During the ruporting period there have been sight-
ings of umldentified rotary wing eircraft. The first sighting was mede in
ldte september. Thoe sightings werc made by radar and all occurred near
the Tri-Border area. ilo actual visunl sightings have besn made thourh un-
identified red rotating beacons have been observed, It is believed that
these aircraft are being usad to ferry high ragking WV officers. Tourrd
the end of Octobur these reported sishtings have increased. Snem s ipmor,
though suspected to be ncar the border, has not Heen confirmed,

(5) Situation:

(a) Yontum: The 40t art- Cp is still located in the Tri-Border =rsa
approximately 50 km % of Lontum Citv., The K-30 Bn/40th Regt is north of :
Polei Klenp, 20km i of Kontum. The K-32 Bn/LOth .tugt is SW of Ben Hot ‘
operating in conjumction with the 10lst LV.. Regt located W of Dak Scang.

The 406th 3apper Bn is presumed to be i of hontum City and ths 28th sap-
per Bn 20km SW oof' Kontum City.

(b) Pleiku: The 407th and 408th Sapper Bn's are loctted approximately
1520 lm NE of 1'lziku City. The 24th NVA 3ugt proviously located east of
H-Y 14 and north of Fleiku City cppears to have rioved wast into Cumbodii,
The 304th LF Bn is approximately 25km west of Flei Mrong and 8km north of
Plei Djcreng. The K-31 Bn/hOTh dept 1s along HGY 14, 29km north of Fleiku
and the H-15 LF Bn is along #:f 19, ap roximately 10km cast of Duc Co,

(6) Capabilitics:

(a) Kontum Frovince: The cvnemr has the capability to conduct ground
attacks against Us/allied bascs in the vicinity of Dak Seang, Ben Huit,
and Dak To with up to multi-battalion strength, supported by RR, mortar,
rocket and artillery fire, with the possible use of ammor. Hoe can also
conduct stand-off and sappcer attacks egainst Kontum City and interdict
highways QL 14N, 512 and othur major friendly lines of communications, ‘

(b) Pleiku Frovince: The encmy has thou capability to selectively
attack Duc Co, Plei Djereng, Flei Mrong or Flei Me CIDC Camps and fdap
Enang, Thanh .n and Le Trung villages, He¢ can conduct stand-off and sap-
pcr attacks against Pluiku City and .1lied installations along hishways
©L 198 and OL 14k ahd interdict highways 509, TL 6G, 437, TL 7C and LTL 7B

6
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CONFIDENTIAL

2VGD-CC (5 Movember 1968)
SUBJECT: Oporctional Report of 52nd Combit wistion pattzlion for @eriod
nding 31 October 1964, .iCo ColOR-65 (R-1) (1)

with a company size VO elements, employing small ~rms, automitic weapons;
recoilless rifle, rocket and mortar fire, os well 2s mines and 'nti-tink
grenades,

d. (C) Cperations: The priority missioh of the 52nd Combat .viation
Battalion during this aquarter wis to provide aviation support to the Lth
Infantry Division, This support rus provided by the asscts of two heli-
copter companies (UH-1) and onc assault support helicopter company (CH-47)
daily for 92 days, Operations Fruirie Fire snd Omegi ware supported by
onc assault helicopter company for 92 days, and by aAn fscort Helicopter
Company (iH-1G Cobras) for 61 days. The Highway 19 Coordinztor wos sup-
ported by one UH-1H and four gunships (UH-1C/:H-1G) for 92 days. Tusk
Force Spoilur was supported by the 170th AHC (CFCON 10th C..B) for a puriod
of 42 days, and by other 52nd C-B units for 25 days. The 355th .vittion
Company (Heavy Helicopter) provided CH-54 support.on & mission basis until
it was reassigned to the 268th CiB on 15 3eptumber., One platoon of the
355th continues CH-54 support under Opurotional Control of 52nd CuB, )
Though hampured by monsoon weather that grounded all operations for three
days early in the quarter, the battalion flew over 30,000 hours during ;
the period, including 8,616 hours of Combat assaults. Buttalica air- i
craft also performed Chumical, Fire support, Med-fvac, Combst Ru-suprly,
Command and Control, Reconnaisance, Liaison and sdministrative missions
throughout the II Corps Tactical Jone, from Dak T'ek south to Nhon Go and
from the South China Sea west to the Cambodian and Laotien borders. Of
particular interest are the Chemical Missions being flown in the 4th Div ;
0. Terrain doss not permit c¢ffcoetive employment of C-123 "R.unchhands" j
for acrial spraying opcerations, particularly in the lst Brigade area of
operations. Both UH-1H and CH-47 assets have been usced extensively for de- ;
foliation, crop destruction and C3 agent drops under the supervision of
4th Division Chemical Officers on board the dispensing circraft., «

UH-1H with the Alrborne Fersonnel Detector (AFD) "Feople Sniffer", es-
corted by UH-1H gunships, is used to search out concentrations of VC/

NV. on known infiltration and resuprly routeés., Other missions have been
hampered, however, by inedequate planning and false assumptions. Cround
commanders e¢xhibited an opparent lack of knowled;e of the capabilities,
limitations and maintenance support requircments of .rmy aviation., The
continued selection of small (s.ngle ship) landing zones, lack of con=-
stant improvement of Fire support Base helipads, and troops apparently

not awarc of basic safet; procedures for heliborne operations have ervated
undesired hazards, Corbin.d with the low experience factor of most
aviators assigned in Septgmber and October, thesc situations produced un-
acceptable hazards teo aircraft, crews, passengers nnd troops on the ground,
Comniand and staff liaison visits have overcome most problem areas, howcver,
a shortage of qualified personnel has not allowed full-time liaison of-
ficers to assist supportcd brigades in air movenent planning end officient

7
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-CC (5 Dovumbur 1468)
E oUBJiCTe  Op:rationcl Re ort of 52nd Combat avi-tion Boitalion for Uzriod
E cnding 31 Octouer 1268, iC3 CoioR-65 (-1) (U)

scheduling of avirtion asscts, Coordinmtion has been offscted by nssign-
ing a lialson officer to the 4th Infantry Division and freguent visits
with the Division C~3 and brigade commanders by the Commandine Offic.r,
52nd C'.B. Continuity in sup:ort of 2 p rticular brigade has been in-
creased by tusking the scme aviztion company to providse this suprort for
2 30 o 60 day period. This permmits the aviation company commander te
become knowludgeable of the ground situation and to provide nore of -
ficient and effective suprort. The brigade commonders were able to
copitnlize upon the expericnce and recomucndations of the company com-
manders specifically when the Brigade aviation Officers leck wvxperience.
IFTV direetoed missions, speri:l request allocations wnd 52nd Battzalion
area Moviament Control Cintor scheduling have provided additional avintion
support to the Us air Forcu, II Corps von, 23rd ..VN Div, Capital Q0K

' Inf Div (CiID), 173rd airborne Srigade, 5th Specinl Forces Group, 52nd

@ artillery Group, 24th Specinl Tactical wone, leuiku dub ree Comn.nd,

' Pleiku cector, Kentum Scetor, 937th dnginsers, A43rd Simal sn, 125th IC
Co and the IFFV Iress Camp. Technicnl ropresent:tives (Tech fups) of
LSell Helicopters, Lycoming Division, Dymaelectron Corporation and the
Federal sdviation sdministration, as well ns american Qad Cross, U30 »nd
Spuecial Scrvices personnel were transiorted by the 52nd C.B. Otatisticeal
results of operstions arc shown in Incloswre 3,

¢. (U) Training: On the job training in all MOS ficlds hrs boen
cuployed by battalion units and seetions throughout the guarter, Clagses
reguired by Training Directive 350-1 have been conducted and &an active
replacement training yro-ram continuvs, .additional gunship pilots have
been cualified with the &M-429 proximity fused 2.75 rockst and with the
AM 229 171b warhead. Other cvintor training and standardization is in-
cluded in paragraph 11 of this roport.

(1)  2.75"% Fiail "IDU«La/A (Flechette) trainineg for e¢lements of the
52nd CaB, 7/17th Cav, 4th Inf Div, 17th C.G and 16th C.G was conducted
by the Flechutte New Sgquipment Test Team, With the 52nd C.iB providing
clagsroom and briefing f=cilities, & firins range, transport.tion and
coordinztion, thu 361lst Avn Co and NETT instructors qualificd over 30
punship pilots =nd instructor pilots in the tuchniques required for
Flechette employment. Over 200 pursonnel received sround instruction on
storage, handling, chnracteristices and effucts of the warhead, This
oualification period, from 1% through 25 October /58, was the training
highlight of the quarter, '

(2) Personncl from the 355th avn Co prusented-a rigging class and
briefed members of the 3rd Brisade, 4th Infantry Division on proper
methods and equipnient uscd to prepere sling londs for heavy helicopters.
approximately 30 individuals attended this bricfing on 9 October 1968,

8
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-CC (5 November 1968)
SUBJ.:CT: Operational Report of 52nd Combat wviation Battalion for Period
fnding 31 October 1968, 03 C5FCR-65 (R-1) (U)

(3) The CH-47C NiTT arrived at the 179th assault Support Helicopter
Company on 2 October 1968, During periods of ground and flight training,
the team qualified-unit aviators in the improved Chinook and familizrized
maintenance crews with the ceneral characteristics and field maintcenance
procedures required., Major roints stressed in both training programs
were the inc ~eased speud and greater cargo capability of the CH-47C over
the "4" model currently assigned to the 179th assault Support Helicopter
Company.

(4) The 36lst Aviation Company (fscort) completed in~country quali-
fication in the iH-1G Cobra at Bein Hoa during .iugust. During the initi.l
oualification period, one pilot was qualified as an Instructor Filot ~nd
later as a Standardization Instructor Filot by the N&T Team, Ground sup-
vort personnel were gualified in rearming procedures, ground safety, and

aircraft, armament and Stability sugmentation System maintenance for the
AH-1G,

f. (C) Logistics:

(1) Supply: Staff supervision rcalignment during the reporting period
has brought several additional activities into $-4 chiannels.

(a) The motor maintenance o ficer was placed under the S-4 to stream-
line reports and procedures required by 4R 711-5, An increase in accuracy
of Material Readiness reports has already been realized, The motor of-
ficer has also initiated prescribed load list (PLL) inspcctions throughout
the battalion supply systum. This inspection has allowed many requests to
be consolidated, cancelled or reordered as required by new equipment ar-
riving in the units, ‘

(b) Due to a shortage of company Quartermaster Property Book Officers,
(GMPBO) a battalion QMPBO has been assigned to the S-4 Scection to assist
units with property book problems. He assists units in maintcenance of
supply records, adviges on procedures, keeps the commander informed of
battalion assets, shortages, and problem arecs, The Bn PBO has established
systems for units to reduce the time required tn fill unit requisitions by
hand carrying consolidated rcquests forward during liaison visits to sup-
ply depots., '

(¢) The S-4 Section now includes a Battalion Ammunition Worrant Of-
ficer. The Bn ammunition. Officer maintains consolidated records of am-
munition availability, expenditure and lot numbers of condemmed or re-
stricted ammunition, Other units have cxperienced accidental firing of
restricted lots of ammunition that should have been removed from the
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CONFIDENTIAL

«WVGD-CC (5 November 1768)
SUBJACT:  Cp.rational deport of 52nd Comb:t ..vi.tion p:ttalion for Fereod
dnding 31 October 1967, 4Cs CoiOR-65 (d-1) (U)

supply systum. This battalion decmed it nec.ssary to ercite this position
to preclude similar type accidents, The Ammunition Officer inspects the
unit's Class V records, storage areas, and visits the pre-stock poants
throughout the arca of opurotion. The quantity of ammunition reguired by
the 52nd CaB for basic loads, combat operations, base camp defense, and
training is comparable to that recuired by a medium irtillery battalion.

(2) Vehicle Maintenance: A vehicle mainteuance standdown progran
wag initiated in October to improve ground transportation availability.
Jach wheeled motor vehicle within the battalion is scheduled for concun-
trated operator maintcnance one day poer week, Trailers oare schoduled
for monthly intensive maintenance under this program, which is superviscd
by section chiefs and unit maintenance personnel. A printed chuecklist
for operator maintenance is used for each type of equipnent, Roadside

spot inspections, reports and RBI's help to add command umphasis to this
program,

(3) Class III: 52nd CuB dispensud a total of 1,351,000 gallons of
JP-4 fuel during the reporting peried, including 496,000 gallons dispensed
by the 57th assault Helicopter Company t ontum City airfield, '

(4) Class V: aireraft cmmunition wipenditure for the quarter is
listed below: : :

2.75" FFAR 6,767 rds
40mm Grencdes 2,395 rds
7.62mm (Mini-gun) 1,428,600 rds

g. (U) .iircraft ifaintenence:

AP,

(1) During the reporting meriod, the 52nd Combat avintion Battalion
and the 604th Transportation Company (DsU) ustablished a monthly taint-
enance and Supply Seminar., The objective of the seminar is to establish
linison and coordin.tion butween all maintenance units located in the
Pleiku arca; improve working relations between the dirceet support unit and
units of the 52nd CAB; project maintenance work loads and requirements of
battalion units; discuss problom arvas and ways to inereaso aireraft avail-
ability; and sstablish and maintain a rigid tech supply reconciliation
program with the DiU tech supply in order to expodite £DP's and normal
requisitions. The 604th Transportation Company (DSU) acts as the host
unit each month and requires-the supported units to submit data for dis-
cussion. Each unit of the battalion participates and requires the Maint-
enance Officer, Tech Supply Officcer, and key maintenance NCC's to attend.
This program has been in c¢ffect for two months and is considered to be a
key step in improving mointenance operations by all maintenance personnel,
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The seminar provides the op ortunity for the maintenance personncl to i~
change ideas on procedures and thereby aiding in the disseminztion of the
latest maintenance information,

(2) Maintenance Statistics:

aH-1G  CH-47» UH-1C UH-1D UH-1H U-é:

aireraft Authorized 12 16 32 2 93 1
Total aircraft Assigned 12 14 29 1 78 1
Average aircraft Per Co 12 14 7¢5 1 19.5 1
Avg lability Rate (¢) 68 58 75.1 90 75.5 0.6
EDM Rate (%) 1.5 31 197 10 17.6 19.4

See Inclosure 4 for Aireraft Status and Flying Hours.

he (U) Accident Prevention:

(1) The battalion compiled a record 101 days of =~ccident-free flying
which terminated on 23 September 1968, During th.t 101 day period, which
was in conjunction with monsoon season, 47,679 flying hours were recorded
with approximately 189,840 landings. In the final portion of this report-
ing period there were four zircraft accidents, three major and one minor,
The following is a summary of the occurences during this period:

(a) 1-31 august 1968: Accident Pres.
(b) 1-22 September 1968: sccident Frse.

(¢) 23 September 1968: UH-1H, #67~17265, 119th AHC used a FZ with
marginal rotor clearance to attempt to pick up the 5 remaining mombers
of & recon team, The aireraft was requircd to hover due to the slope of
the terrain and stwips. While 4 of the team londed on one side of the
aireraft, the fifth oue unexpeectedly jumped on the opposite side causing
an abrupt chonge in CG and accompanywng control problems, The sircraft
strack several trecs with the main rotor before hitting the ground which
resulted in a mujor acecident,

(d) 23 September 1968 UH~1C, #66-1414Q, 170th AHC was over unfavor-

2ble terrain when the engine began to lcnse power, On short final to 2
vacated P4, ./shile execubting a precautionary landing, the engine failed nt
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~bout 20 feet nltitude snd 20 knots a2dir speed. The ireraft hit the
ground hard with a forward speed of 10 knots, .\ combin-tion of < hard
landing ~nd soft ground resulted in 2 minor accidont. Fost nccid.nt
inspection of tho engine reveiled thit the engine hid £2iled dus to ine-
Fgestion of dzuz fastencers from the inlet screan,

(¢) 5 October 1968: CH-L7.., #66-19067, 179th /HC was hov.ring for
takeoff on runway 23 at Hollowny AAF when 1 renr blide sep roted fron the
sireraft., The transmission mounts sevuerwd, and the rempining bledes
struck the fuselaze rupiuring the fucl culls, The fuel ignited -ind the
burning =ircraft crashed on the runwey coming to rest on its loft side.
The ndreraft wis a total lose. The crwuse of this szecident wig @ bliuc
socket failura,

(£) 30 October 1968: UH-1C, ;#66-15140, 170th .HC was flying str~ight
nnd lovel whon it expericnced anti-toroue failurc.  Imnedintely the ir-
craft yawed to the right 30-40 degroees ~nd banked to the right ~bout 15
degreess The 2ireraft commander whs unable te level the aircraft with
cyelic and he bogan = descent to about 150 fect mbsolute altitude :nd
entered into cutorotation.s The cirernft comnander was unable to maintain
sdequate ground roference during the turning descent and pulled pitch too
late to prevent an cxtremely hard landing. The cireraft incurred major
damage.

(2) 4 dust prevention program has been implemunted which will de-
crease engine srosion and non-scheduled maintunance, This program should
reduee incidents due to loss of visual rcfercnce in blowing dust. .11
aviators have been advised of the hazards that may be cncountured in dusty
environments, .lso the units of the 4th Div supported by this battalion
have o prosram which is coc dinnted with our e¢fforts in the crex of dust
suppression, :

i, (U) Flight Stendardization:

(1) The Battalion stendardiz-tion O7ficsr flew 88 hours qualifying
rew instructor pilots, administering 90 day standardizotion chucks of
unit instructors, and conducting: ircraft commnder check rides for bat-
talion aviators. Lack of availible training ~ireraft, ospecially UH-1C
models, and 2 30 day cmergency leave reduccd the amount of training con-
ducted by the sotandardiz:tion pilot.

(2) 4pproximately 40% of the unit.instructor pilots have rotnted

during the reporting poeriod. Some Y0 day standardization rides have
buen delayed by lack of unit instructor pilots during the quarter,
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(3) Assistance by the 17th CAG Standardization Svetinn and inere-sed
training aircraft availabilitv in October has allowed nuw instructor pilots
to be trained to replnce thé DiROS losses., At the end of the ruporting 5
period, the battalion has 24 instructor pilots, including standnrdiz-tion :
pilots, and the backlog of quarterly standardization rides experienced
sarlier in the reporting jeriod has been. eliminnted.

3. (U) Orgonization:

(1) Post Headquirters, under the direction of the Jeput; Post Com-
mender, continues to supervise and monage the non-tactical netivities of
Camp Holloway and Holloway .rmy :irficld. Irojects completed during this
period were:

(a) Improvement of 2 new billeting area for the 170th issault Heli-
copter Company.

(b) Construction of a new control tower and installation of improv.d,
expanded .ir Traffic Control commnications for the 344th ~viation Sup-
port Detachmont,

(¢) The purimeter access road was improved so that o vchicle may
travel the~entire porimster, thersby providing means to move bunker and
construction mateurial to the intended point of use,

(d) 4ll major roads, aireraft parking areas and FOL arcas have been |
oilod or peniprimed to help control dust.

(e) after six months, a 3 inch submersible pump was received and in-
stalled in a deep well at Camp Holloway. This provided a noticable ine
crease in the water supply which enabled the previous restrictions on
water utilization to be suspended. additional pumps have been obtained
and are awaiting installation, '

(f) The genvrators providing post liphting have been relocated
throughout the nost area in order to reduce the voltage drop duc to
extremely long wires. This also reduced the probability of havin; more
than one generator damaged at any one time from hostile action.

(2) The 170th AHC (-) was ORFCON 10th CaB at Dong Ba Thin, RUN, from
2L August 1968 until 4 October 1968 to support Task Force opoiler in the
Ban Me Thuot ¢rea,

(3) The 355th Avigtlon Company (Heovy Helicopter) was reassipgned to
the 268th CuB by 17th C.G GO 74, cffective 15 September 1968, One platoon
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of the 355th aviation Company (Heuvy Helicoptur) consisting of throo
CH-54 zircraft remaincd ot Camp Hollow~J, OFCCN 52nd C..B.

(4) The 52d Sceurity Detachment and 68th Inf ntry Rad-r Detichment
werce attached to Headgurrters and Headourrters Detachrent with CPCON to
the Deputy Fost Commander on 173 October 1968,

ke (U) Other:
(1) Chaplain:

(a) During the quarter, Protestant Services were conduct.d by th.
battalion Chaplain both in the Chapel and in the 604th Trans Co Thuntir.
Catholic sServicus were conducted by the Il~iku oub irca Commznd Catholic
Chaplain, Religious services for the 57th MO at hontum were conducted
by the M.CV rrotestant Chaplain and the RVN Catholie Chaplain stationsd
in that aresa. Physical improvements included o nuw tile floor and o new
Hammond Orgi:n for the 52nd C.B Chapcl at Camp Holloway,

(b) Civic action prosrams consisted of the distribution of uxcess
produce and packnagud foods, nd salvapge lumbor to the Christi:n and
Missionary olliance and the Cotholic Orph mape, both in Pleika, o totel
of $962,05 in specisl offerings was reczived and distributed to v rious
agencies, JIndivicual donations to spucific causes totaled 225,50,

(2) Uurgeon:

(a) & permainent dispensary has beoen built and stoeked with improved
medical equipment and supplies to prov:.c.v better medicnl frcilitics to
the 57th AHC at hontum.

(b) & seeondary omergency aild station has becn established te support
units on the north side of Camp Holloway, The aid station has various
medical supplivs, an ambulancw, and 1s manned by two madical aid mon
during alerts.

(¢) Over 90s of the troops at Camp Holloway reccived an influcnza
immunization during the month of Oetoier,

(d) The diarrhea rate has decreased significantly during this
quarter. This is attributed to better control of water supply, incrcased
low rate of wells and the reduced amount of turrestial water being used,

(¢) ilthough no specific MEDCAP program is in effect, medical per-
sonnel have actively supported the Pleiku Leprosariwm, the Christian

14




CONFIDENTIAL

aViD-CC (5 dovember 1968)
SUBJUCT: Operational dcport of 52nd Combot ..wvirtion SBattalion for Ferind
snding 31 October 1768, €5 C3FOR-65 (R-1) (U)

Missionary alliance Clinic, the Kontum Catholic Hospital and the Pleiku
Catholic Orphanage.

(3) Signal: During October 1968, the 52nd CAB Communicntions Section
added the KYB-6 cipher system to the Area iovement Control Center radio.,
The battalion can now operate its Freguency Modulation Communications Net
with sccure voice transmission capability.

R+ Section 2, Lessons Learned: Comaander's Observations, Lvaluations,
and Reeommendations:

a. (U) Personnel: Unit Strength Deficicncies

(1) OBSERVATION: DilROS rotations and infusion losscs without re-
placement on a 1l:1 ratio will reduce the effectivencss of combat units.

(2) BVALUATION: Reduction in the number of personnel in a unit re-
quires a higher percentage of availuble troops to perform administritive
details, guard duty and other related tasks which are not reduced. Por-
sonnel required to perform double duty cannot work efficiently ovsr =
long period of time. This is particularly true in the case of crewchiefs,
gunners and wircraft maintenance personnel who nust perform perimeter
guard duty 2t night and, out of necessity, return to full duty the fol-
lowing day.

(3) RECOMIELDATION: Frogram and assign replacuments on a 1:1l ratio
to known losses at all levels of command. Insure sufficient input into
the 67N MOS program to fill these critical jobs. Provide infantry units
to assist in the sccurity of aviation units at isolated posts,

b. (C) Operations:
(1) Inadequate briefing for airmobile operations,

(2) OBSERVATION: Injuries, fatalitius and aircraft accidents have
been caused by the improper and unsafe method uscd by troops to board and
off-load helicopters, particularly in single ship landing zoncs.

(b) EVALU.TION: Ground troops have walked into rotor blades while
approaching or departing helicopters during airmobile operations, They
fail to recognize the dungers of sloped landing zones, departing the
haelicopter up-slope, against the directions of the airerew., Troops at-
tempting to board hovering aircraft in single ship landing zones have
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caused loss of control and crashes due to the un(xppctcd ~hanges in the

center of gravity of the ~ircraft. Crew directdons have been ignored or
disobeyed.,

(¢) RECOMMaND.TION: .1l units engaged in helicopter troop movem.nts
provide adequate safety bricfings prior to actual opsrations, Instruct
troops to approach or depart helicopters from the down-slope side, pru-
ferably from the front, and only upon direction of an aircrow manber,
Briof troops to remain scated until directed to off-load by croewmenbers,

(2) IRAF Insertions and ixtractionse

(a) OBSERVATION: Long Range Reconnaisance Putrol (IRAP) opurations
are put into effeet with little coordination or plwnnlng between the
suprorted unit staff and aviation elenents.

(b) IVALU.TION: Fruquently, LARP insertions are planned by 2 unit
S5-2 without staff coordination to cestablish priorities for maximum
utilization of available asscts. .wi~tion clements are not included in
mission planning, Adrcraft are schueduled for the insertion or Cloass I
and Clasg V resupply after normal missions are comploted., Fatigued 2ire-
crews are required to accomplish lhese uxacting flights, which may re-
quire 100 foot vertical descents nnd take-offs, in ncar darkness. Lat.
release times from these missions dunius viluable drylight maintennance
time to the aviation unit.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: Employ the "Backward Flanning" sequence for
LiRI missions at all levels of command, kstablish prioritics for avintion
and logistics support early to psrmit da-light insertions and rusupply of
LARF's, Include air mission commanders or avition unit liaison officers
in 211 phases of airmobilc plannins, '

(3) Employment of WDU-LA/A Vlechettus:

(a) OBSHERVATION: The WDU-4LR/A Flechette rocket is a highly effective
aree fire weapon, but is not suited for use close to friendly personnel.

(b)  VALUATION: Following initial qualification by -the USsRV Flect-
¢tte NET Team, the 36lst aviwtion Company hes been emploving Flechette
rockuts. The tremendous arva of covoerage and penctration power cf this
weapon is ideal for landing zone preparation, poste-extraction suppression
and interdiction of cnemy movement, but does not al}ow its use in closc
proximity to friendly slements., The sH-1G Cobra in the Hog configuration
offers weapons seluctivity from the cockpit, and ean cmploy eithcer Flech-
¢tte or high oxplosive rockets as ruguircd by the cround situation. UH-1C
armament systems do not offer this selectivity and must be armed with
appropriate rockets prior to take off, Flechette cmployment by UH-1C is
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limited to pre-planned targets such as "people sniffer" escort and intoer-
diction missions, imployment of the Flechette warhead by + ® the
52nd CAB is governed by the following policy letter:

"QUOTE"
1. (C) The Flechette 2.75" WDU-4a/A warhead is rcleased for coperationnl
employment, subjcct to the following rcstrictions:

a, The flechctte is'not a close support weapon and will not. be fired
within 500 meters of friendly troops.

b, Each aviator must be qualificd in firing the Flochcette by the NaT
Team or a gualified gunnery IP prior to tactical ecmployment of the weapon.

c, aAviators must insure proper loading and weapons sclection to pre-
clude aceidental firing of Flechettes when HE is desired.

(1) Flechette and Hd rounds will not be loaded on the same UH-1C(.).

(2) The use of a heavy fire team with one UH-1C armsd with only
Flechette rockets will allow proper control and selcction of munitions
by the Fire Team Loader,

(3) AH-1G Cobras in the Hog configuration may be loaded with both Hi
and Flechattes, however all Flechettes will be on the same firing circuit
(cither inboard or outboard), aviators will exercise extreme caution in
the selection and employment of proper wing stores,

(4) AH~1G Cobras in the Scout configuration will not carry mixed Hd
and Flechette warheads, '

2. (C) Friendly positions and the characteristic dispersion pattern of
the Flechette must be given special consideration to determine the proper
direction of attacks Firing runs will not be made over or toward the
positions of friendly troops.
3. (C) Flechstte employment will be limited to the following:

a. Preparation of unsecure landing zones.

b, ifter final ectracbions are completa.

¢. Neutralization of enemy basc camps.

d. Interdiction of known enemy movcment.
"UNQUOTE"
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(¢) RECOMMINDATION: Provide a selective weapon system capability for
the UH-1C gunship. Increase the supply of WDU~4«/n (20 grain) warheads
to units equipped with iH-1G helicopters, Arm the aH-1G in the "Mini-
Hog" configuration, with Hi rockets in XM-159 pods inboard, and ..1-157
pods loaded with Flechettes outboard, for general support or reinforcing
typs missions,

(4) Area Movement Control Center (4MCC):

(a) OBSERVIATION: AMCC concept is hampered by units misutilizing
sole-uger aircraft allocations,

(b) EVALUSTION: These units are employing aircraft without regard
to conservation of engines, consolidation of missions, or adeguate mission
planning. & large number of previously .MCC missions have reverted to
daily sole-user allocations. Thease can no longer be termed AMCC missions
as AMCC has in fact no control over their utilization. These aircraft
belong to the supported unit and are under their complete control. In
the event an aircraft is not allocated to this 4rCC daily committment for
a full day, regardless of need, the supported units submit a report of un-
satisfactory aviation support to the higher headqguarters who then directs
these requests to be filled. Sole-user aircraft are,frequently extended
beyond normal release time. Lxamples of wisutilization of allocated air-
craft are using UH-1H helicopters for cross~country flights from fixed
wing to fixed wing airfields over a distance of 78 miles, and using UH-1H
helicopt rs to provide convoy cover which should have required armed heli-
copters «nd/or other smaller observation aircraft., Through the efficient
use of AMCC ass~ts, the 5th Special Forces at Fleiku has moved over 535
tons of cargo per month without a daily aircraft allocation., This was ac-
complished by the unit having prepared loads prepositioned and requesting
support on a mission basis. '

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: Eliminate sole-user aircraft allocations, ex-
cept for General Officers. Reguire mission schedules or itineraries to
be submitted with daily aircraft requests. Encourage use of “mass trans-
portation" instead of an M"aerial taxi" concept for aviation support,

¢. (U) Training:
(1) UH-1 Emergency Procedures in Flight Training:
(a) OBSERVATION: USAPHS and USa.VNS flight training stresses power-

off 'procedurss but dous not adequately emphasize loss of directional con-
trol as an inflipht amergency.
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(b) EVALUATION: During the last 50 days, this battalion has exper-
ienced four power failures and three tail rotor drive (directional con-
trol) failures, Relatively inexperienced aviators successfully executed
power-off landings, but even more experienced pilots were unable to cope
with loss of directional control. These tail rotor failures subsequently
caused the loss of two UH-1l helicopters and injuries to three crewmembers,
Following increased emphasis on directional control failure during stand-
ardization flights, unit aviators can cope with the vurious types of tail

rotor failures as evidenced by two out of thres successiul landings after
failure,

(¢) RSCOMMINDATION: Increased emphasis should be placed on direct-
ional control emergency procedurss in initial rotary wing training.
Pilots 'should bs trained to recognize and overcome each separate type

-of tail rotor failure.

(2) New iquipment Qualification:

(a) OBSLAVATION: AH-1G, CH-47C and WDU-44/4 New Equipment Test
Teams are currently training combat units in Vietnam,

(b) EVALU.TION: Members of the 52nd CiB have received training at
their home station from the CH-47C NETT and the "-DU-ki/4 NETT, Aviators
and ground personnel were adequately trained, uoln& local flights and
facilities, while maintaining uninterrupted mission response and combat
effectiveness. The 4iH-1G NET Team conducted training only at Bien Hoa
and required aviators to travel TDY to receive initial qualifications.
This reduced the aviator strength of the armed helicopter company by

approximately 25% for a 60 day period. Unit training at home station is
preferred, '

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: Deploy New fquipment Test Teams to unit locations
when entire units must be qualifled with new equipment. NETT Standard-
ization Pilots should visit units. in the fleld to administer IP standar-
ization and check rides in new aircraft,

d. (U) Intslligence:

(1) OBSERVATION: Control and accountability of Vietnamese civilians
who do not display USARV passes on military installations is difficult.

(2) EVALUATION: USARV Regulation 190-20 requires 1nd;genous peraon~
nel entering or working upon US military installations to properly dis~
play identification passes on their person at all times. In the past,
violation of this regulation has made identification and location of
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Vietnamese civilians difficult while on post, . aftur being cleared on
post, local employees would ranove their US.iRV passes and wander away
from assigned work areas. The battalion $-2 has initisted e prosram to
suspend employment of local nationals who do not display passes promin-
ently while on post, First time violators are suspenr'ed for five days,
secord offenders are suspended for 10 days and autcmatic dismissal is
mandatory for personnel with three violations of this regulation, .1so,
units employing Vietnemese are reaquired to submit monthly civilian yer-
scnnel rosters which list anployees name, occuprtion, GVN identification
number, US.RV pass number and Camp Hollowav gate pass number to the 5-.,
This permits control of the number, location and occupation of all Vi:t-
namese civilians on post, and provides accurate data on civilian employ-
ment information,

(3) R&COMLND TION: Collect and disseminate similar procedures
which allow units to improve internal sccurit- and countor-cspionage
measures on military installatzons in forei;nm n:tions,

¢e (C) Logistics:
(1) Tcam Concept Maintenance of AM-1G Helicopters:

(a) OBSERV.TION: .issigning  sreowchief (who doesn't fly) to each
ifd-1G helicopter dovs not provid. 2st possible utilization of 2ssigned
personnel,

(b) » BV.LULTION: 4s .H~1G Cobras replaced UH~1C gunships, unit crow-
chicfs were assigned responsibllity for organizational maintenance on one
aircraft as a non-crew member, Scrvice Platoon and TC Detachment mechanics
provided scheduled and non-scheduled maintenance support. The shortage of
personnel and existing outside committments made this system inefficicnt
and unacceptables .11 personncl from the company and TC Detachment. in
MOS 67N were organized, nto two similar work cruews supervised by two pla-
toon sergeants acting as shop foremen., Bach work crew is on duty for a
12 hour shift, thus the company rotains 24 hours maintenance capability
for daily inspection, clesning, scheduled and non-scheduled maintenance,
Work priorities are vstoblished by the TC Detachment Commander and super-
vised by the shop foreman on duty. This improved maintenance system has
increased aircraft availability, allowed better utilization of maintemance
assets and permitbed more scheduled rest for crewchicfs and helicopter
repairmen,

(c) RUCOMILND TION: units assigned aircraft with non-flying crew-

chiefs (.H-1G, OV-1, cte) should implement and evaluate the team concept
of aircraft maintcnance,
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(2) Forward Aree sircrett Yo ntorances

(a) OBSERV.TION: Non-schedulod 2aireraft maintenance should be ac-
complished with minimum delay to assigned missions.

(b) LVALU.TION: During the course of a day, a significant number cf
aireraft working out of forward bases develop maintenance problems, Re-
turning to hase for repairg causes excessive delay in the accomplishment
of agsigned missions. A tochnical inspector, avionies repairman, armament
gpeeialist and 7 wveral helicowter repairmen can be carried to the forward
ataging area sboard aivcraft asseigned to support an operation., MNost minor
maintenance problem. can then be corrected on the spot without returning
to the base airficui, Noneproduwtive flight time is minimized and aircraft
availability ie increased by this procedure,

(e) RICOMMPNDATION: Assault helicopter companies should cstablish
mobile maintemance teams to accoupany - lutoon size missions which stage
out of forward base> without maintenance facilities.

(3)  all-10 Fluxuating 01l Prossurc:

(1) ORSLIVATION: The AH-1G has had numerous instances of fluxuating
engine cil pressure,

(b)  EVALULTION:  After 15 to 50 hours of oper-tion, the AH-1G engine
ol presgurae drops approximctely 15 PSI and fluxuates 10 to 20 PSI. Con-
taminabtion hes caused the oll to foum, but the source of contaminition is
not yeot idantificd by the Quirtermnastor oil analysls loboratory. Changing
the engine oil sliminates the immediate problem and returns the Cobra to
sorviee, bub this iu rot a complets solution, Both Bell Helicopter and
AVCO Lgreoming are invastigabting this problem,

(¢) RECOMENDLIION: Continue investigatia. to determine cause ~f
the oil contumination and foaming, Change oil at overy intermedia ad
period e taspseticn as an interim mersure,

(4) AHS1G Vibeationss

(3) OBSEMVLTION: Cobra aviators report exeessive vibration levels
during hieh ope-xl mansuvers,

(b) SVALULTIONT  Bxtensive vibration analysis and adjustment of roor
bladex . rotor head, friction collect and rotating controls has reduced rhe
vibration level slightly, Primary couse of the vibration was found t- e
harmonic vibration of XM 1590 rocke! pods which have failed internally,
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The internal metal bands holding the individual tubss together are break-
ing and the rockets and pods vibrate in harmony =ith the main rotor. The
| aM 1590 pods which £ail can be used on UH-1C gunships which operate at re-
5 duced airspeeds and impose less stress on the pods.

(¢) RECOMMEMNDATION: Jquipment imprevement recommendctions (HIR) have
been submitted to strengthen the rocket pod internally. Inspect and re-
place rocket pods as required. Dissemincte this .nform:.tion to all AH-1G
units and activities,

(5) 4H-1G/XM-15jC Swaybrace Breckoie:

(a) OBSERVATION: Cobra unit armament pérsomel roport numerous
broken swaybraces on AH-1G Cobras equipped with {M-159C rockct pods.

(b) AVALUATION: Swaybraces usually break at the forward inboard |
side of the rocket pods, These swaybraces, which are not aligned with the i
_ -radius of the rocket pod, are broken by thu side loads imrosed on them by ]
j the pod, The swaybrace attaching lug on the bomb rack appears to be too .
? thin to adsquately support the swaybracc at the proper angle,

(¢) RAECOMMAIND.TION: Modify the swiybrace attaching lug with thicker
stock. Drill and tap swaybrace holcs in line with thoe radius of installed
AM~159C rocket pod.

(6) iH-1G Hydraulic ..ccumulator:

(a) OBSERVATION: Hydraulle accumulaior failure is causcd by incomplete
shut down- procedurss,

(b) &SVaLUATION: Hydraulic accumulator internal fuilures occur when
the hydralic system is bled only by pumping the collective pitch after
shutdown. Seals deterioraté when the system is static if the hydraulic
cecens panel is not removed and the accumul:itor bled through the con-
nections provided inside the aircraft,

(c) RECOMMEND.TION: Advise ..H-10 units and activities of the camplete
hydraulic bleeding procudure recuired by the Cobra., Units provide appro-
priate tools and training to allow aviators to purform this post flight
procedure when maintenance personnel are not available,

& (7) Aireraft Parts:
(a) OBSERV.TION: Requisitioned EDP parts frc@uently require more

than 30 days to arrive at the reoucsting unit from USAAMC and lst Logis-
tical Commend.
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| CONFIDENTIAL

AVCD-CC (5 November 1968) . :
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52nd Combat .viation Battalion for Peried
Ending 31 October 1968, ROS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U)

(b) EVALU\TIQN. Aircraft have been grounded EDP due to excessive
periods of time roquired to deliver BUP parts after the release date from
USKAMZ or lst Logistical Command. Adireraft engines, transmlssions and
rotorblades have arrived at Direct Support Units (DSU) unaccompanied by
necegsary historical records and forms. This delays issuc and/or instal-
lation of components until the paper work is located and reunited with the
proper raplaceament part,

(e) RECOMMIND.TION: Initiate a fincl pre-shipping inspection of
aircraft components to insure all required historical records are in-
cluded for shipment from AMC and Log Comd. Re~emphasize the urgency of
LDP requisitions to Technical Supply support activities persomncl, trans-
portation command agencies and logistics unit commanders.

f. () Organization:

(1) Fost Headquarters - Camp Holloway:

(a) OBSERV.ATION: buperv181on of non-tactical administrative acti¥
vitics on Camp Holloway now requlres ¢, Post Headguarters Section of three
officers, two ¢M and one civilian clerk.,

(b) beLUnTIOV' The Post Headquarters Section is presently respon-

sible for non~tactical services and Jogistical support for 23 tenant
units or activities at Camn Holloway, including 10 units with a total of
over 500 men, which are n. assigncd to the 52nd CiB. These responsibili-
tics include supervisicn of Officers, NCO and £M open mess; allocation of

real estate; coordination of billeting; monitoring FX and consessionaire
operations; supervision and coordination of base LLVb]OpMunt, ¢stablish-
ment and supervision of animal control; coordination of Engineer, Repair
and Utilities aetivities, such as: electrical power supply and distri-
but ion, water supply and puritﬁnation, fire prevention and control, post
sanitation, work order requests, preventive maintunance, maintenance ser-
vice orders and coordination of Pacific iarchitects and fngincers projects;
maintenance of road nets; coordination of camp defense efforts, maintenance
of perimeter security and lighting; supervision of library, craftshop and
other Special Services activities; maintenance of law and order; super-
vision pf health and dental activities; maintenance and police of the
airfield; and the hiring and controlling of civilian cmployess. Repeated
attempts to obtain MTOS or TDA authorizing a Post Huadquarters Section to
an installatioq.where a combat aviation battalion is the senior occupant
operating post, camp and station facilities have been unsuccessful., These
administrative functions continue to be vital to the health, comfort,
morale, disdipline. and’ security of over 2,300 tenonte of this camp. The
officers required to manage post activitias must be drawn from aviation
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CONFIDENTIAL

i AVGD-CC (5 November 1968)
SUBJLCT: Operational ileport of 52nd Combot aviation Eattalion for Feriod
Bnding 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U) :

units, thus further aggravating the shortage of pilots available for
cockpit duty., UEnlisted personnel likewise hold TOZ positions in units
which are denied either productive work from the individunl or a replace-~
ment for him, The following positions are considered essential:

DEPUTY :05T COMLNDER 0-4
FOST ENGINTER 0-3
CIVILIAI FiRSONMEL/SPICIAL SERVICLS OFIC.R  0-3
ADMINISTR.TIVE NCO B-7
CLiRK TYPIST/DFTSMAN _ -5

(¢) RECONIENDATION: Solicit and submit MPOE, TDa or augr.ntation
authoriy for a Post Huadquarters Section to operate military posts such
as Camp Holloway, Fleiku, VN, lssign non-rated officers and qualified
Bl to thuse revquired positions now, ponding approval of Fost Headquirters
authorization by competent authority.

(2) Unit Supvly Officer:

(a) - OBSERV.TION: The assault Support Helicopter Company MTOE 1-25&F
is not authorized 2 unit supply officer,

(b) &V.LU.TICH: The issault Support Helicepter Company, with 252 personnel
16 CH-47 and supporting ground equiprment worth over 418,000,000, is
authorized only a Unit Commander and an Operations Officer in the Company
Headquarters and Operaitions Sections. VWith neither dxecutive Officer nor
Supply Technician authoriz.d, a rated aviator must be taken cut of the
cockpit to perform supply ~nd property book dutivs. The hssault Heli-
copter Company is authorized 2 trained warrant officer supply technicien,
M0s 7614, for these duties,

(¢) RECOMMSNDATION: Modify the 103 of ..ssault Support Helicopter
Companies to authorize a Supply Technieinn, MOS 761:,

(3) Combat aviation Battalion smmunition Officer:

(a) OFSERV.TION: The Combat aviction Battalion, which is not autho-
rized an ammunition of ficer, handles as nuch ammunition as a 8"/175mm
artillery Battalion.

(b) IV.LUATION: - Requisition, nccountability, distribution and con-
trol of th.. amount of ammunition nceussary for tasic load, base camp )
defense and combat operations by 2 Combnt aviation Battalion requires a
fulltime DBattalion. ammunition Officer to assist the S-4. The following
comparison of ammunition cxpenditures during .ugust, Sceptember and
October 1968 is cited:

f -
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AVGD-CC (5. Novambar 1968) .
SUBJLECT: Operational Report of 52nd Combat aviation Battalion for PPeriod
Erding 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U)

i MMUNITIO ARTILLRY BATTALION AVL.TLON BATTALION

0mm - ‘ . “240 ' 0
8lmm 198 1,412
66 : .25 6
WOm o 796 10,543
8 inch 5,500 . 0
2,75 inch : -0 - 6,767
45 cal . . 1,000 y 1,400
38 cal : -0 3,400
7« 62mm 27,900 1,678,920
5. 56nim 100,640 43,025

(¢) RICOMMEND.TION: Modify Combat sviation Battalion Headquarters
and Headquarters Detachment MTOE 1-76E to include a Battalion /mmunition
Officer, 0-3, MOS 4510,

g. (C) Others: "Nestor.Key Lists'".

(1) OBSHERVATION: The 4th Infantry Division and the 52nd Combst
»viation Battalion operate from different "Nesstor" key llsts to obtain
secure voice tra.nsmiss ion capability.

(2) EVALULTION: 52xd CAB aircraft supporting 4th Division units
must opcrate with the supported unit's kay. Aviators are then unable to
comunicate with their parent unit in the seeure mode.

(3) RECOMMENDATION: Division Signal Officers should distribute
necessary koy lists to non-~divisional units operating in division nets,
thus allowing uninterrupted sacure volsce capability on both supported
unit and supporting unit Frequency Modulated radio neta.

3. Segtion 3, Headquarters, Department of the nrmy Survey Information:

e. (U) General: 'The Zvasion, Escape and Survival Program of the
52nd Combat aviation Battalion hus buen updated by a new Evasion, Escape
and Survival annex to the Battalion Tactical SOF., Thie annex emphasizes
unit responsibilities and procedures for the selecting and tralning of
Evasion, Escape and Survival personnel, disseminetion of survival infor-
matioh, use of i&E codes and maintenance of unit survival equipment at
the campany level, ' .

b. (U) Dvasion apd Escapa:

@5
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AVGD-CC (5 November 1968)
SUBJCT: Oporational Report.of 52nd. Combat sviotion Battalion for Period
Ending 31 October 196&, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U)

(1) Casc Historivs: Nonc,

(2) Scheol: The 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion hus f£illed 15 allo-
cations this period. 411 assigned companics have school trained dvasion.
and Escape Officers appointed on unit orders. smach company has been en-
couraged .to appoint an B&y NCO to assist the déd Officer in the training
of air crews, Debriefing of studunts returning from both the Navy and
air Force courses has praduced favorable comments and results in the Bat-
talion's Evagion and Dscape Program. This has mmifested itsclf in the

increased training at unit level, The consensus of opinion among returnees

favors the dir rorce program end all students have suggested that it be
lengthened. It is the policy of the 52nd Combat /vi~tion Battalion to
participate in these courses whenever pogsible and that they enhance the
&5 program throughout this battal ion.

c. (U) Survivalt There have been no survival situstions within this
battalion for this period,

WS lomer s O Lo i ot

5 Incl WILLI M C CH.MBERLAIN
ag LTC AT

Commanding
DISTRIBUTION:

2 ~ CINCUSARPAC, ATTN: GFOP-DT, APO 96558

3 - CG, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO 96375

2 - CG, 1st Avn Bde, ATIN: AVBA-MN, APO 96384
7 - CO, 17th CAG, ATTN: AVGDeSC, APO 96240
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AVGD-SC (5 Nov 68) 1st Ind

- AUBJECT: Operational Lsport of ‘5&'1 Cembat Aviation Battalion for Period
Ending 31 Octobey 1968, RCS GSFOR-65 (RL) (U).

DA,. Headcusrters, 17th Combat Aviation Group, APO 96240 25 November 1968
M: Cosmanding General, I Field Ford. Vietmm, ATTN: AVFA-GC~OT, APO 96350

1, (U) This headouarters has x*evieued the basmc letter from the 52d Combat
;. Aviation Battglxat. Pen and ink corrections of minor errors have been

' ‘2. (G)- This headquarters submita the i‘oliowing comment s,
a Seckien 1, Oppyatio A, pagas 1 through 15: CONCUR. 3
b, Bect;on 2, mseons Inmed. .
(1) ‘ﬂaragrapn 2&, Unit Strength Deficiencies, page 153 |

. {a) QONGUH with the recommendstion to program and assign replacements |
. -ageinst known lasses ai all levels, [Replaceiwents lagged behind scheduled

losses during the gquartsr ’ and the 52d Combat Avistion Battaiion received
its prorata share,

(b) CONCUR with the. rscommendation-to provide infentry urdts to assist
in security of isolated aviation units. The 5«<d Security Platoop, an
agsignad group unit, currently covers the 30 squaye kilometer area of

. eperation adjacent to Cemp’ Halloway. This headcuayters is preparing a
letter requessting relief lrom the respensibility for that area of operation.
Upon apgroval of the roguest, this headeuzters will redepley segmenis of

; the platoon to provide intermal and perimeter security for group units at
i Kontum, Holloway, and Ban Me Thuwt.,

. (2) Parsgraph 2b(1), Briefings for Airmebils Oparations, poges 15 and
16: CONCUR, Proper briefings should be SCP for all ground unitg, The
1st Aviation Brigade Operations Manusl, duted 1 February 1967, discusses

tha bri.at‘i.ng vocukrament in qom'e.gnph 110(19, Chanter 12, Further recommend:

u e P e et

. (a) Revising the Brigade Operations Manniel to inclido this briefmg
requirement in: Appandix bs I s Airmom 1o 'l‘.ﬂ.sk Force: Cmmrmdar Jhecklist,

(v) I’lacing increa.sed emphtsia on ux'Oper nraini,ng and briefing
of troops by supported ground commanders,

- nu-im 2 Papezraph w(ﬂ).{lmrbionwam mracvamd 3359 16: . CCNCUR.

Backowopd: flarning showd ba:SOP for ground units in all airmobile operations,

Thit lats.dgbation Brigede; Qpevations: mnu&i dlscussss planning in psragraph 4,
+Beedion I, Chapter 3. :
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AVGD-SC (5 Nov 68) 1lst Ind 25 Novamber 1968
SUBJECTs Operational heport of 52d Combat Awiation Battalion for Period
Erding 31 October 1968, RCS CSPOR~65 (RL) (U)

-{4) Paragraph 2b(3), Flechette Employment, pages 16 through 18:

" (a) CONCUR with the recommendation to provic : & selactive weapons
syatem ror the armed UH-J.C aireraft,

(b) CONCUR with the mconmendation to incrcasc t.ha w::ply of flaehetto
warhe.ads. Message AVGD-SC L4801-68 (C), dated 20 Octobor 1968,.subjscts
2.75 Flechette Warhead (U), to lst Aviation Brigade, recommcnded a rasupply
rate of 1350 flachette rounds per month  for this group., Massags AVGD-SC
5182-68 (C); dated 17 November 1968, subjuct: Issuc of VDU K’armad (u),
to your headquarters, requeated issus of 600 flechette rounds frem USAF
stocks for immsdiate usa,.

(5) Paragraph 2u(4), AMOC, page 18: NONGCONCUR. Thore are insufficient
availablo fixed wing aircraft to -conduct all missisiis roguired batwoon fixed
wing airfieclds. Noither the 52d Combat Aviation Battalion nor this hoad-
quarters has the capability to properly analyze misuse of helicopter assots, |
‘ednce flying hours are the only available criteris upon which thesc ecchelons.
can bsee Jjudgsment, Recommond your headquartors cenduct a conti:mim
overall cvaluation of employment of helicopter assets.

o (6) Paragraph 2¢(1), UH-1 Emergency Procoduraa, pagee 18 and 191

Commc b ) '
(‘7) Pa.ragraph 2¢(2), New Kqui pment L;ualificatd.on, mge 19 comlm.
(a\ Pamgraph 2d, Vietnamese Civilian Control, pages 19 amd. 0.

" CONGUR, although the problom outlinod has not boou reported by obiwr group |
unita, , |

[y

(¢) Pa.rag,ruph 29(1) » Team Maintenance for AH-J.G kircraft, paao 201
. CDNCUR.

(10) Para.graph 20(2), Forward Arva Aireraft Haintumma, pago 21
CONCUR.

{11) Paragraph 2e(3);. AH«J.G Fluctuating 0il Prmum, pago 2l: CONCUR,
Oil chanze ot 25<hour intorvals is rucommonded praeticu on all grdup AH-1G
and UH=l aircraft, :

o« (123) Paragraph 2e(4), AH-lG Vlbrat:.ons, pagos 21 and 23: NONCOMUR,
without furthur invostigation, Othor group-unite oquipped with AHe10

- alrcraft ruport no vibration rroblems with M159C pods whon eirepoed is
maintained within limits specifiod for tho aircraft gicss woighty:. Tho
bulk of the pod mass extending forward from the wing apponrs to cmtributo
to vibrations,
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AVGD=SC (5 Nov 68) 1st Ind - 25 November 1968
SUBJ.:CTs Operational Repsrt of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion for Period
inding 31 October 1968, HCS C8FOR-65 (R1) (V)

(13) Paragfaph 2e(5), AH-1G/¥M~159C Swaybrace Breakage, page 22:
CONCUR. Unit has been instructed to submit an EIR on the problem,

(14) Paragraph 2e(6), AH-1G Hydraulic Accumulator, page 22: CONCUR,
However, TM 55-1520-221-20 outlines the hydraulic system bleeding procedure,
Unit has bégn.instructed to follow procedure in the manual or submit DA
Form 2028 recommending a change thereto,

(15) Paragraph 2e(7), Aircrait Parts, pages 22 and 23: CONCUH. The
stated procedure is in effect at AMMC., Investigation indicates that
delivery of large EDP parts may be delayed because of the lack of USAF
shipping priority. Group units have ‘been instructed to maintain records on
all shipping delays of EDP parts, '

(16) Paragraph 2f(1), Holloway Post Headquarters, pages 23, and 24

_ (a) CONCUR with the recommendation to solicit TDA authority, Unit
will be directed by letter to submit request for TDA for Camp Holloway 3
Post Headquarters under the provisions of USARV Circular 310-44 and USARV

Regulation 310-49,

(b) NONCONCUR with the recommendation to assign personnel against
positions which, although required, are not authorized, Personnel can not
be assigned against positions for which therc are no TOE or TDA authorizations.

(17) Paragraph 2£(2), Unit Supply Officer, page 24: CONCUR., Recommend
no action pending DA publication of standard MICE for the Assault Support
Hellcopter Company, which is oxpected to be in the near future,

(18) Paragraph 2£(3), Ammunition Officer, pages 24 and 25: CONCUR, j
Hecommend no action pending DA publication of standard MTOE for the :
Combat Aviation Battalion,

(19) Paragraph 2g, Key Lists, page 25: CONCUR, This subject was
discussed during a signal meeting at your headquarters on 19 June 1968,
The USARV represcntativ: stated that a single key list had been considered
. for all units in the Republiec of Vietnam, butthe proposal was disapproved
because of the ramifications -of possible campromisc, However, an agreement
was reached whereby supported units woulg provide supporting units with key
lists, The Lth Infantry Division has sufficient copies of key lists to
. implemont the stated recommendation. :
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| CONFIDENTIAL

AVFA-GC-OT (5 Nov 68) 24 Ind
SUBJERCT: Operstiomal Repert eof 52d Combat Aviation Battelion for Period
Ending 31 Octeber 1968, RCS CSPOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, AP0 96350
TO: Commanding General, lst Aviation Brigade, APO 96384

1. (U) This headguarters has evaluated subject report and indorssment
and makes the following cemments.

2. {C) Refersnce paragraph 2b(4), page 18, Area Novement Control Center.

Noneoncur for reasons stated by the 17th Combat Aviation Group lst Indorse-
nent. This headquarters wakes a daily review or avaluation of the employ-

ment of helicopter assets in the II CTZ,

3. (C) Reference paragraph 2e(4), pages 21 and 22, AH-1G Vibrations.
Nonconeur for reasons stated by the 17th Combat Aviation Group lst Indorse-
wment . o

4. (C) Reference paragraph 2f(1), pages 23 and 24, Post Headquarters
Camp Holleway. DNemconcur for reasons stated by the 17th Combat Aviation
Group lat Indorsement.

FOR THE COMMANDAX:

Aut AG
Cy furas ' .
17th Cbt Awn Gp
3l
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBA<C (5 ¥ov 68) 3d Ind

SUBJECT: Operstional Report of 524 Combat Aviation Bsttulion for Period
Bnding 31 Octobsr 1368, RCS CSFOR-65,(B-1} (U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 1 7 DEC 1968

THRU: Ooumazding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,
APC 96375
Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Pecific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,
APQ 96558

T0:. Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Amy, Weshington, D.C., 20310

1. (C) Thia headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be

!
adequate, and concurs with the contents as indorsed, except for the
followings

a. Paragraph 2b(3) (c), page 16. Nonconcur with recommendation to
provide selective weapon system capability for the UH-1C armed helicopter.
The total rocket load must remain the same due to weight limitationse.

The advantages to be gained with a selective system would be offset
by the reduction in useable rockets available for close support if loaded
with both types of rockets. Loading the UH-1C prior to take off gives

those units equipped with the UH-1C the capablllty to use the flechettie
round.

b. Paragraph 2c(2), page 19. Nonconcur. New Equipment Training
Tesms (NETT) are normally employed at unit locations to trein a nucleus
of inmtructor pilots who will subsegquently train the remaining unit aviators.

Current DA policy limite in-country AH-1G pilot tramsition training to

that conducted at the USARV AH-1G School by the training team. The com- j
plexity of the AH-1G weapons systems and the requirsments for conduc-

ting extensive ground school classes make it desirable to have the
AH-10 training team permanently stativned at one central location. The
current AH~1G aviator transition training, and the limited number of
instructor pilots assigned to the USARV AH-1G treining team, preclude
field visits by the training team SIPs. Unit AH-1G 8IPs and IPs are
authoriged to conduct IP standardization and check rides for aviators
qualified in the AH-1G aircraft.

c. Paragraph 2e{6), page 22. Nonconcur pendinmg further investi-
gation. M™ 55-1520-221-20 prescribes bleeding the AH-1G emergency ccllec-
tive hydrsulic accumulator system by use of the drain valve whenever it
i3 necessary to check accumulator gas pressure and/or when pilot report
or ground operational check reveals that emergency hydraulic power is
not sufficient for four full strokes of the collective control stick.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBA-C 1 7DEC 1968

; SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Bettalion for Period
; ‘ Ending 31 October-1968, RCS CSFOR-65, (R-1) (U)

5 , The Bell Technical Field Representative assigned to 34th General Support

é Group (Mr James Fergusen) and 34th GS Group Maintenance Office personnel

1 know of no internal damage problem occurring as a result of bleeding the

% gystem only by pumping the collective after shutdown and coastdown; however,
; this observation will be investigated and if justification can be deter-

i mined, the proper procedures will be published in the 34th GS8 Group News-

i letter pending ™ change publication.

| d. Paragraph 2f(2), page 24. Nonconcur. The standardized MIOE

] 1-258G for the Assault Support Helicopter Company will authorize a
Company Executive uflficer, 03, who could assume the duties as unit supply
officer. The standardized MTOE 1-258G was submitte&\jo DA proposing a
Warrant Officer Unit Supply Technician, MOS 7614, This. position was
deleted from the advance copies of the MTOE received fromDA. The unit
supply technician position, MOS 7614, proposed for the Assault Helicopter
Company standardized MIOE 1-77G was also deleted from the advance copies.

e. Paragraph 2f£(3), mge 24. Nonconcur. An E5 Ammunition Sergeant,
MOS 55B40, has been added to the Battalion $-4 section in the standar-
dized MPOE 1-256G. This NCO position is considered adequate to assist
! the Battalion S~4 in the requisitioning, accountability, distribution
and control of necessary ammunition used by a Combat Avieation Battalion.

2, (C) The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

a. Paragraph 2, page 18. Standardization/training rides conducted
in USARV include anti-torque control failure training. In most cases, ‘
this training is the first of this type that the aviators receive. f
Treining must, however, be limited to the anti-torque control failure
since other types of failure cannot be simulated.

b. Paragraph 2e(5), page 22. This headquarters and USARV are aware
of the problems with sway braces. EIRs have been submitted by the 52d
Combat Aviation Battalion.

c. Paragraph 2£(1), page 23 and 24. Concur with basic letter. Unit
has been advised to submit a proposed TDA.

d. Paragraph 2b(2)(a), page 27, lst Indorsement. The lst Aviation
Brigade Operations Manual is currently under revision. Safety briefings
for persomnel boarding or departing helicopters will be included in the
AMTF Comrander's Checklist.
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVEA-C 17 DEC 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 524 Combat Aviation Battslion for Period
- Mnding 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65, (R-1) (U)

e. Paragraph 2b(4)(b), page 26, lest Indorsement. Recommended supply

r rates from subordinate units are consolidated at thie headquarters and :
P forwarded to Headquarters, USARV. i
FOR THE COMMANDER: |
i %/
. LEE 8. PETERSON
ILT, AGC
ASST ADJ GEN
|
|
i
|
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o
n
v
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (5 Nov 68) - 4th Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 52d Combat Aviation Battalion for Period
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65, (R-1) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 9€375% /.-

TO0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-UT,
APO 96558

1, (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons

Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1968 from Headquarters,
52d Combat Aviation Battalion.,

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning employment of WDU-4 A/A flechettes,
page 16, paragraph 2b(3); and 3d Indorsement, paragraph la: Concur
with 3d Indorsement, paragraph la.

b, Reference item concerning new equipment qualification, page 19,
paragraph 2c¢(2); and 1lst Indorsement, para 2b(7); and 3d Indorsement,
paragraph 1b: Concur with 3d Indorsement, paragraph 1b,

FOR THE CQMMANDER:

W. C. ARNIZ
cPr, AGC
Assistant AdJ nt General
Cy furn:
HQ lst Avn Bde
HQ 52d CAB
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GPOP-DT (S5 Mov 68) 5th Ind (V) .
SUAJRCE: Operational Report of HQ, 52d Cbt Ava Bm for Pericd Znding

31 October 1968, 2CS CSPOR-65 (R1)
KQ, US Avwy, Pacific, AP0 Sem Francisco 96358 25 JAN 1969

10t  Asefaotent Chkiaf of Staff for Force Developmest, Departaent of the
Arny, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subjact report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report &s indorsed.

Ol hurtt—
€., SHOR 'lI

C%&/

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEY:
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52D COUBAT AVIATION BATTALION ORGANIZATIONAL CHART
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ORGANIZATION:L STRUCTURA AND STATION LIST

URgTS . . AWDIR S ) LOCATION " APQ
52d Cbt Awn Bn LTC William C, ohaz?b.rlaiﬂ Camp Holloway 96318
UWFLYING DR..GONS* N Pleiku, RVN
Hq & Hq Det Cpt-Daryl R, Cagle ‘ Camp Holloway 96318
52d Sec Det 1LT Vietor L. Coulter
68th Rdr Det {None authorized)
94th Med Det " UGPT Merill J, Mi
| 755th Med Det . CPI' James H, Peteraon
; Pathfinder Det - 1LT John A.' Bohl J¥,
% 57th aslt Hel Co MAJ éobe;t M, Williams' City Airfield, 96499
| "GLADIATORS" Kontum, RVN
' 615th TC Det . CPT. Silas E, Beck -
882nd Sig Det " CW2 Bernard J, lLaftaulv
L 119th Aslt Hel Co ' MAJ Kenneth R, Cary Camp Holloway 96318
| HALLIGATOKSY e Pleiku, RVN
| 545th TC Det 1LT Ronald &, Dean - )
' 70th Sig Det CW2 Floyd V. Garrison, o
! I
170th Asit el Co Mad Donald A, ﬁobb'rtd ~ (amp Holloway 96318
WBIKINISY .+ Pleiku, RVN
WOSTH TC Det " MAJ Edward D, King | -y
L48th Sig Det '
179th kelt Spt Hel Oo  HAJ Dona}d E, Holroyd Gaep Holloway 96318
WSHRIMP BOATS® =~ o - ' Maeiku, RVN
. o2nd TC Det . - MAY Llajra E. Book =
189th Aslt Hol Co’ . MiJ Robert N, Morrison -  Opag Holloway 96318
WGHOST AIDERSY - eiku, RVN
604th TC Det CW2 Ronald L, Collins Co
éth Sig Det . :. 1LT Larry ’I‘.. Beck A
361t Avn o (E) | MAJ Robert J, Rodg,m . Gamp Holloway 96318
WPINK PANTHERSY ¢ Pleiku, RVN
665th TC Det . . CPT George Michel
621st Sig Det “(None Authorized) , :
QPCON: 5 , , \ T
1st Plt, 355th Am Co CPT John Geurdin : " -Qanp Holloway 96318
(Heavy Helicopter) - - '. Fleiku, RUN
"WORK HORSEM S S /
Incl 1
i
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52D CAB ORLL
UNIT STRENGTH AS OF 31 OCTOBER 1968
le (C) Military:
c0 ) M TOTAL
UNIT AUTH — ASG  AUTH ASG  AUTH ASG  AUTH ASG
HHD 22 20 2 5 87 101 111 126
94%h Med Det 1 1 ® 0 8 8 9 9
755th Med Det 1 1 0 0 8 9 9 10
52d Sec Dat 1 2 0 0 151 9}, 152 96
68th Inf Det 0 0 0 0 19 14 19 11,
57th AHC 15 12 52 L3 152 129 219 186
615tk TC Det 1 1 1 1 79 L3 81 45
822 3ig Det Q 0 1 1 8 7 9 3
119th adC 15 14 52 L3 152 129 219 186
7eh Sig Dew 1 0 o) 1 9 8 10 9
545th TC Net 1 1 1 1 70 48 72 50
170th AHC 15 16 52 37 152 125 219 178
LO5th TC Det 1 p 1 0 70 L5 72 L7
LL8th Sig Det 0 0 1 1 8 6 9 7
179th ASHC 13 6 25 18 132 128 170 152
4024 TC Det 1 1 1 1 80 69 82 71
189th AHC 15 14 52 36 152 129 219 179
6th Sig Det 0 1 1 e} 8 6 9 7
604th TC Det 1 0 1 1 70 48 72 L9
3618t AC (&) 16 12 14 9 82 55 112 76
6215t Sig Det 0 0 Q 0 6 é 6 6
665th TC Det 1 1 1 1 56 L5 58 &7
52D CAB 121 107 258 199 1559 1252 1938 1558
2 (G) Oivilisn:
DAC VN 3d_NAT
UNIT AUTH ASG AUTH ASG AUTH ASG
52d HHD 0 0 26 24 0 0
57th AHC 0 0 14 11 0 0
119th AHC 0 0 12 11 0 0
170th AHC 0 0 9 9 0 0
179th ASHC 0 0 9 g 0 0
189th AHC 0. 0 9 9 0 0
355th AC (HH) (1PLT) 0 0 3 0 0 0
361st AC (BE) 0 0 3 2 ¢ 0
52D CAB 0 0 85 75 0 0
Inel 2 37
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OPsRATIONAL RESULTS AS OF 31 OCTOBER 1968

52D CAB ORLL

COAMEIRCNTISL |

e (C) Results!
/ CARGO
SORTIES/  TROOPS ~ LIFTED ENAMY STRUCTURES  SAMPANS
UNIT FIGWN/  LIFTED  (TONS) KBA DAM DEST DAM DEST
57 AHC 26,136 27,988 812 59 0 0 o 0
119 AHGC 15,790 18,894 621 0 0 0 0
170 AHC 6,721 8,278 241 6 0 0 0 0
179 ASHG 7958 16,665 12,119 0 0 0 0 0
189 AHC 25,717 27,134 598 25 10 10 0 9
355.AC (HH) 2,456 0 521, o 0 0 0 0
361 AC () 2,660 30 0 19 8 4 o 0
HHD 9L9 52 2 0 0 0 0__ 0
52 CAB 88,107 98,942 14,917 103 18 14 10 0
2. (C) lpsses:
ATRCHAFT LOST AIRCRAFT DAMAGED
UNIT TYPE IR IIPR oo R
57 AHC UH-10 5
UH1H 10
170 AHC UH=1C 3 UHa1C 2
UHe1H 1 UHe1H 2
179 ASHC CH=47 2
189 AHC UH-1H 2 UHe1C &
UH=1H )
361 AQ(E) AHw1G .
52 CAB 8 25
Incl 3
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ATRCRAFT STATUS AS OF 31 OCTOBEER 1968

1, (C) AR-1G CR-47 UH=1C UH~-1D UB-1Y U-6A

UNIT Auth/CH  Auth/OH  Auth/OH Auth/OF  Auth/OF  Auth/OW
“g7 ARG R 7 23/19
119 AHC e -7 A 23/20
| 170 £HC _ Y3 o 23/19
179 AHC ‘ 16/, . §
i 189 AHC | - g/8 ' 23/20
L .
‘ 361 £C (E) 12/12 . |
| HED - o 2 REYs
52 CAB 12/12 16/14  32/29 . 2/1 gz/78 - 1/1
2, (C) AIRCRAFT AVAILAB'II.E', MISSION READY, EDM /ND ED® (DATLY MVRRAGR)
s'rmmr-hp (%) nG SEm o
fvailability 90 . 68.0 B0 LSHo)
Mission Ready N/ 6246 . K 56,1 61.7
bir.- Y o 1%’1; 23.0 25 117;55
BEDP N/A 9,0 14.9 .
- SRR ) * A M
Availability 65 65.0 590 58,0
Mission Ready - M/ 59,2 5hay - B6l2
LM o3 C2%.0 C 27N 310
EDP 12 12,0 " 14,0 11,0
. m‘.:! (] ) )
Avallability . @ 7% T 6LS 7341 7501
Missdon Ready N/ 6549 6141, 54 40
BIM 17 19.3 ~ 20.5 19.%
BDP - 8 L2 b 5,2
‘ T DB=1F - e
Lvailability 78 78.3 7h o6 75 &5
1 Mission Ready =~ W/A 72.6 65 .6 én.é
, BIM 17 1740 19,8 1.6
! EDP 5 L7 5a6 6a9
Incl 4 _
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3¢ (C) RUCAPITULATION OF ¥LYING HOULS

52D CnB OHLL

UNIT  MONTH aVG. NR. HOULS  aVG. Hes Vill- PERCENT,,
, ON_H.uND FLOWN  PiR 4CHT ABILITY DiiPROGRAM
B nHelG
381st  aug. 12,0 426 5241 63,6 Wk
Sep 12,0 539 L4.9 6044 Ol
Oct 12,0 621 51,8 68,0 ThE
CH=-47
179th  Awg 16.0 880 55.0 65,0 91%
Sep 114»-5 778 5307 5900 89%
Oct 13,7 910 66,4 58,0 1117
UH=1C
57th  Aug 8,0 519 ok, 8 73.0 1007
Sep 8.0 L34 5L.2 8042 937
Oct. 8,0 396 49,5 8640 _ 857%
119th aug 8.0 410 52,1 76,2 88%
Sep 8,0 318 39,7 67.9 684
Oct 7.6 289 30,8 71,8 53%
170th Aug - - 8.3 - 412 49,6 79.8 864
~ Sep 8.0 - o652 - 81,5 76.2 1407
. Qct Wy L76 60,3 76,3 . 1044
189th . Aug . 7.8 317 40,6 76.7 70%
: Sep 7.8 283 36,2 68,2 - 624
Qet Tedy Li1 59.6 66y 2 1034
52nd Aug 32,1 1658 51,5 7645 88%
(Over  Sep. 31.8 1687 53.0 7341 ~ 91%
all) Oct 50,5 1602 52,5 75,1 917
—_ _UH-1H -
.+ "57th | Aug — 21,0 2305 109.7 83.2 14845
. Tgep 21,0 2047 9745 7649 1313
o Qeb 19,9 1759 80,8 36,8 103%
T198h  Aug 21,0 411 O 68,8 90%
Oct 1916 1421 Yg&i 6212 ia_é
170th Aug 1949, 1703 85.3 85,0 115%
Sep . 20,0 2018 100.9 81,0 136%
Qet. 18,3 2013 110 80,3 1374
TE9ER . aug 20,Q 1286 T g 7054
_ Sep - 19.4 1226 6447 wbe 137&
- _Oct 1945 2053 i 12,5 ’
5&nd ‘Aug 81.9 6713 %&%’ » 78.3.. 9%?
Sep 80,3 6596 82,1 Vo7 110%
Qet . 7743 7246 93:7 TheS 103%
TYPE HOURS FLOWN AVal LABILITY
AGET aug  Sep Oct AUR Sgg ~ Qct
BHD ©  UHID.. 4R 29 38 1008 554 . 90k
Us=bA 26 81 25 92,64 98,5k 80.05%
#Department of the army Programed Flying hours per alrcraft per months
AH=1G ' CH=47 UH=1C UH~1H
70 50 58 T4
Inel 4
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520 COMBA® MMRATION BATTLIION AREA OF CPERATIONS
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