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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS
3D SQUATRQN 17TH CAVAIRY
QUARTER ENDING
31 Oct 68

AKYGC=Ba '
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons learned of 3d Sqm&‘on, 17th Cavalry
for Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSP(R~65(R1 )(uxv-wmm )

SEE DISTRIBUTION

SECTION 1
Significant Activities

1, (U) INTRODUCTION:

{a) MISSION: The squadron's basic mission has been that of provilirg
»ncennaissance, surveillance; security and econamy oif farce cuppo-u.

(b) ORGANIZATION: The squadron is arganized under 'I'OE 17—95T dated
June 1965 and USARPAC General Order 401 dated August 1968, In addition
RL/KD teams are attached (1 per air cavalry troop) by 12th Group General
Order 55 dated July 1968 and General Order 60 dated August 1968. The cur-
rant organization structure and unit locations are listed in inclosures 1
and 2, .

2. (FOUO) PERSONNEL:

(a) PERSONNEL CHANGES: Following is the command growp and principle
staff as of October 31, 1968 with the changes during the pmried,

HEADQUARTERS 3D SQUADRON 17TH AIR CAVAIRY
LTC JOHN H. PHILLIPS co

MvJ EUGENE S, PEDRICK X0  Replaced LTC Ewans J, Guidros 114ugh8
MiaJ BURNETT R. SaNLERS II S3 Replaced MAJ Nathen M. Fuallian 10Seps8

CPT ROLAND O. LEEDS 81 Replaced MAJ Gary E, Luck 4Sepb8
CPT FRaNK G, EMMONS Sh Replaced CPI Winfried Bartimus 70ct58
CPT JOHN H, POPE HHT CO Replaced CPT Harvey E. Turner 114ugbs
MAJ GEORGE KUNTZ MAINT OFF Replaced MAJ Charles W Edmond 260ct68

MiaJ JOHN D, JENKS A Trp CO
Mid VALIACE R. NAPIER B Trp CO Replaced MAJ James T. mmu- 6Sepb8

MAJ DAVID E. THOMPSON B Trp CO Replaced MiJ John P. Doyle 100ct 68
7
For~'oT ur m AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
8419 : BICLASSINED AFTER 12 VEARS.
CONFIDENTIAL 00 IR 5200.10
TInelosare -
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SUBJECT: 'Ip-rational Report-lessons learned of 3d Sguadr-. (73 Cavalr;
% for Feriod Ending 31 Octobor 1968, RCS CSFOR-65\k1) (UIi-tA4MAY

Mid <ERRY E. LEADABRAND C Trp CO

CeT 3 KIEL No GoHLER D Trp CC Replaced Joseph P, Seery  100zts

M.T CHARIES GRIM 5754h=TC CO fssumed Command 163 308

(b) UNIT STRENGTHS £S OF 31 OCTOBER 1968: The squacrcn ia author-
ived 104 officers of which 102 are on hand, 135 Warrant Officers with 100
nesent, and 1028 enlisted men with 943 on hand (See Inclosure 3).

(¢) I MUSION: The infusion program for this squadron for the quar-
ter consisted of nine (9) outgoing officers replaced by nin: (9); eigui (87
outgoing Warrant Officers replaced by seven (7), amd eight (8) enlistad men
replaced by seven (7).

(d) »WARDS aND DECORATIOE: Total of 1682 awards reccmended during
the quarter of whicn .09 are pending approval (See Inclosure ;i.

(e) FRIENDLY IOSSES: F.lendly losses for the garter totzled G KiA .
u4 Wik, with no personnel MIA (See Inclosure 5).

7. (C) INTELLIGENCE: The squadren nas conducted extensive aerial recon-
issance and surveillance, providing the v2rious control headquarters
»#+h valuable information concerning the enery, his movement, ard his
ogistics. ILines of commnication from War Zone C, Ba Thu (XS 2703, and
the Boi loi Woods were continually monitored and interdicted. Constant
surveiliance and reconnaissance of known and suspected enemy I0Cis and
concentration areas within the Saigon area were maintained, The informa«
+ion gathered provided intelligence which was the basis for airstrikes,
arclights and ground ‘operations,

(a) Terrain: The general area of operation of the squadron elemerts
extended from the Cambodian berder on the wi.st and northwest, the Saigon
River on the northeast ¢nd east, and the Vam Co Tav River on the south.

1) Observation and fidds of Fire: Observation and Fields of Fire
ranged from extremely limited in the Boi Iol Woods and western War Zone
C areas, to excellent in the Hau Nghia swaup area, west of Saigon, and
the Trang Bang corridor (XT 5318),

(2) Obstacles: Neither natural nor artificial obsitacl:es in the
ToCR had any effect on squadrun operations, ‘

2
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. CONFIDENTIAL

Si3JECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Savsi ;-
for Pericd Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFUR.65 (RY) (UIC-
vAAMAR ; :

(3) Cover ard Conceslmeint; . The enemy has excellent concealment 3n
wooded areas; his cover 3s limited to the tumnel complexes and bunkers.
Thrzvghout the intermediate base canp areas, in th Pineapple area, and
along the Vam Co Dong River the enemy has availiable extensive tunnel

ani bunker ccmplexes, In other areas the enemy has the cover he constructs

av night,, While rudimentary, it effectively gives him cover from ob-
servation ami direct fire weapons including gunships. The enexy has oui-
slanding nmatural concezlment in the Boi loi Wocds, War Zone © end the
Straight Edge Woods areas. Within these areas the enemy is relatively
safe from dezction, The hours of darkness provide the VO/NVA with
netural corcedlment from visual aerial observation, During daylight
hours VC/NJi movement is generally restricted to the ereas mentioned
above. In ths terrain south of Saigon, he uses the nmumsroucs hedgerows
and heavily vegetated streamlines for concealment.,

(4) Key Terrzin: Highwey 1 and Highway 4 were selected us key
terrain because of the significance of these arteries to military and co-
mrercial traffic,

(5) Avenues of Apprcach: The following VC/NVi linea of commni-
cations and avenues of approach irn the squadron ThOR are comsidersd
significant: -

‘a) The Parrot's Beak (i3 3192), Bo Bo Canal, Pineappie (XS 53%0),

S LEO .

(b) BA Thu (4% 2703), My Thang Dong (XT 4402), Tan Nhut (XS 70a3),
Saigon.

(g) Angel's Wing (XT 3113), An Ninh (XT 4013), Hau Hghia Swamp,
Saigon. '

(d) Angel's Wing/ Pa Thu, Vam Co Dong River, Fineapple, Saigon.

(e) Fish Hool: (XT 5890), Michelin Pla:*ation, Bei Loi Woods,
aigon River, Binh My {XT 5318), Saigon,

+f) Norih - South iC (Trang Bang Corridor)-Bol Loi Woods (XT 5232,
An Cuc (XT 5318), Hiep Hoa (XT 4609). Ba Thu.

(6) Weather: Visibility was frequently limited by precipitation
and localized fog areas. The intensity anc scale of late afernoon and
early evening rain squalls sometimes hampered operations in the TaOR.

In fctoker early morning fog became an increasingly significant factor.
App: oximately 12 times during the wonth first light oparations were
postponed because of Iimited vizitility, .The rainfati was musually
high during this mcnzocn peried, The frequeint afternoon and early
evening rainshowers often exiended threaghont wmest. of the hight. Tempor-
at1res durinz this period renged from an early morning low in the 70's
to afternoon highs in the %0's 3

INCL CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Cav.l-y
fe--"Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSF¥OF £5 (RI) (UIC-
WAAMAL ) .

(7) Summary: The sguadron began this perwod courcentrating ‘i's
efforts on finding enemy rocket locaticns in the Saigon area. After
the 3d offensive began in Tay Ninh province {wo air cavalry troops were
oriented to that area in order to locate the enemy, perform screening
missions and convoy security. For the remainder of the period squadren
elements were providing aerial visual reconnaissance in all ovisablonnl
areas, hdditionelly, slements provided daily convoy security in both
Toy Ninh prowince and the Saigon area. The troops habitually inter-
dicted 1004 uf the enemy and located enemy units, providing the control
headquarterr with valuable information on which to base immsdiite and
future operz.lons, Unique techniques used to gather intclligence con-
sisted of Starlighty/Firefly mission, CS™Grenade drops, and iirgurne
cheykpoinun,

L, (C) OF.RATIONS: The 3/17 Cav area of operations was primarily in
the central and western areas of III Corps Tactical Zone (Se¢ Inzlosure
6). The squadron with troops OPCON to several units during ihio repoiz-
ing period, conducted recennaissance, security, survelllance and econ-
oy of force operatiens throughcut the me jor portic~ _f III Corps Tacti- '
e+ The general area of operation of the squadron elements extended
fr. » the Cambedian border «n the west and northwest, the Saigon River on
*~ . heast and east, and the V..1 Co Tey River on the south, At the start
+. ttis reperting period B Troop 7/1 and B Troop 3/17 based at DiAn were
.°CON to Capital Military issistance Cormand (CMAC). B Troop 7/1
supprted CMaC by flyine counter rocket/mortar surveillance arowad the
city of Saigon, armed visual reconnaissance, riverine and convoy esccyr.
and aerial checkpoint operations (ACP), Aerial checkpoints consist of
inserting elements of the aero-rifle platoon accompanied by National
Police near groups of suspicious persornel tn check their identification.
On 18 sugust 68, B Troop, 3/17 became OFCON to the 25th Infantry Division
with forward base of operations at Tay MNinh. A Troop 3/17, based at Leng
Binh with the forward CP at Tan in remained OPSON to the 9th Infantry
Division. C Troop basad at Dian with their forward CP at Cu Chi was CFUUK
to the 25th Infantry Division. D Troop 3/:7, with forward base of
operations at Cu Chi, remained OFCON to F Company, (LRRP), 51st Infantry
&8 a ready reaction force,

SPECIFIC OPERATIONS:

(a) AUGUST: 1 August B Troop 3/17 i.serted their aerv-rifle
platoen to recon the area vicinity AT 7607. The operation resulted in
twn (2) POW, one(1) 4K-47, two (2) Smm pistols and 4 pound of documents.

(b) On 2 August & Trocp 3/17 remained OPCON to the 9th Infantry
Division for operation Complete Victory in the area south and west ef
Saigon. -Fram 1930 %o 2400 hours A Troop conducted & "Firefly" mission
along the waterways in the 9th Division area of operations resulting in
() sampans destroyed and twelveq (12) VC KBA,

CONFIDENTIAL
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- A7GC-BA, .
STAJECT: Qperational Heport-lessons Learned of 3d Squedron, 1jth Ca.:
fo~ paric’ Enning 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-6% (RI) (UT5.-

WAt VA,

(¢) D Troop 3/17 OPCON 4o F Company, 5lst Infant:y (I23P) for op-
eratiors Complete Vistory cngaged an cvetimeted VC piatoua cu 3 August, =use
¢ Bien Hoa, resulting in wex (10) VO KTA yossible and three (3} friendiiss
WTa (miner),

(¢) On 8 Auguet, A Trcop 3/17 conducted a "Firefly" missien acin-
ncreing 26 0u00 hours along the Vam Co Tay River, They dectroyed iwv
\~) sampans and kilied four (4) VC. D Troop 3/17 cordusted four (4)
fitteen (15) man atbush pahrols in their area of operation with no enemy
rontact . One (1) truek was stopped and senvched and two (2) AKWN deserters
were captured. : -

(e) 9n 11 Aucust, © Troop conducted armed visial vexciadissaice
in the 25th lnfantcy Division area of operations, The aere-ri'le pia-
toon came under enemy fire afier being inserted at cocurdinatee .T 730166,
Tne aero-rifle plaloon was credited with six (6) VC KIA, € Trocp 3/17 in
support ¢f the insertion was credited with three (3) VC KBA,

(f) On 13 Avgust, A Troop made contact in vieinity of 7S /254 while
providing armed viswal recomnzissance for the 9th Inf+ry Divisica,
6round uniis were deployed to surround the enemy. i Irocp 3/17 remaine
in suppert throughout the day and was credited with twenty five (25, UC
K34 3, two (2) detainees and two (2) structuves destroyed.

\g) On 18 Angust, A Troop conducted armed visual reccnnaissance and
-n32rted the aero-rifle platoca twice, The troop had three (3) aircrafp,
(vwo (2) AH-1G's and one (1) OH-6A) downed as a result of the actic:. in
the vicinity of XS 766699, B Troop 3/17 wes released from OPCON CMAC anmd
assigned to OPCON 25th Infantry Division

(h) On 19 August, A Troop 3/17 inserted their aerc-rifles at 1425
hours, resulting ir ten (10) Hoi Chdnhs being captured at coordinates
XS 825850, There was one (1) friendly Wik, W .ile on & generai armed
visual recon arcurd Tay iiinh, C Troop /3/ 17 made contact with the enemy
resulting in five {5) X%, B Troop 7/1 conlucied serial checkpoints in-
zertions in the C¥C area of operation amd znecked out fifty feur {5i)
Vietnamese personnel with the =2id ¢f an interpreter amd national police-
man. As a result B Trouo 7/1 detcined one (1) suspected draft dodger.

(3) On 24 August, A Trocn 3/17 conducted armed visual recornaissance
ihroughout the 9th Iniantry Division area ~f operations, & Troop 3/17
spotted ten (10) VC ard engaged wit! aero weapons resulting in ten (18)

VC KB4 and two (2) burkers decstroyed, B Troop 3/17 conducting armed

vivinl recomnaissance noted fresh signs of enesy activity alonz the Or-
iertial River near the Cambodian border, That same day an AB-2G from B 3/17
was damaged as the result of 2 seconiary explosion from a sampan it was
attacking,

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Operational Réport.—lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Cawv.vly
for Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR.65 (RI) (VIC-
WAAMAA

(3) On 26 hugust, 4 Troop scouts located cn ammo cache 10 miZes
west of Saipon. The aern-rifle platoon was inserted amd found 72 RPG-Z
rounds and 100 rcurnds of 30 caliber ammunition.

(k) On 27 August, 4 Troop supported elements of the Sth Infantry
Livision in contact southwest of Can Giouc in the vicinity of X3 8070.
A Troop 3/17 was credited with eleven (11) KBA, one (1) pzssible KBu
ard soven*zen (17) structures destroyed. C Troop 3/1i7 performed visual
recon.in vicinity ol the Michelin Flantation, XT 5553, ani extracted a
LKRF team in contact resulting in one (1) KBA, two (2) possibles, B Troop
orovided c»v .y escort on 27 August from Tay Ninh to Dau Tieng. Enemy
contzt was rade and followed by aerial ~ttack. Fifteen (i) KBA's were
credited o B 3/17 in this engagement.

(1) On 28 hAugust, scouts from B Troop 3/17 located a com ‘iny 3ized
enemy 2lemant at g id coordinates XT 122591, The NVA were engited result-
ing in fifteen (15} KBA and twe (2) possible.

(m) On 30 August, southwest of Rach Kien at grid XS 7065 Troop A
scoube captured one (1) VC who directed them to numer 1s other VO in the
ora. The troop killed thirteen {13) VC and captuce. one (1) FOW, one (.)
ahicom machine gun, one (1) RPG launcher and two {2 FPG rounds, Two
(2) OHGA's and one (1) AH~1G received hits.

&) SEPTEMBER: On 3 September 1968 a convoy was ambushed at grid
A 46U48; a hunter killer tecam (nH-1G and OH-6A) from B Troop 2/17 was
czlled in and supported the ground elements until contact wae broken. . thc
troop accounted for 6 KBi's,

(b) On 4 September. B Troop 3/17, while performing visual reconn-
aissance in the vicinity of Tay Ninh and along the m2in supply routes from
Tey Ninh to Dau Tieng, made contact and were credited with nine (9) WC KB,
four (4) possible and two (2) structures destrcyed. The same day B Trocy
7/1 supported the 5th #RVN Battzlion end the 199th Light Infantry Brigade
in scparate actions. The twe missions resu'ted in fifteen (15) KBA and
six (6) medevac support missions. B Troop 7/? performed aerial check-
roint missions resulting “n four (4) detainees and one (1) POW, Elements
of B Troop sighted a group of VC in the vicinity of XS 806748, They werc
engaged by the gunship, ruiulting in five (5) VC KB,

(c) On 5 September, 4 Troop working v:ith the 9th Infantry Divisien
sast of Rach Kien at coordinates XS 545648 located & bunker with recent
cemouflage. In Pubsegent action, to include a platoon @weep by A Troop
3/17, the “roop was credited with twelve (12) C KBA, one (1) POW, one
(1) AX~47 and 3000 pcurds of rice captured.

(d) .On 6 September, B Troop 7/1 performed aerial checkpoint missio:s.

They executed ten (10) infantry platcon insertions resuiting in the cap-
ture ef six (5) detainces,
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SUBJECT: Operational“WeWSiMAlba¥are™roa™nea 01 >uSquadron, 17th Cav.l:j
for Paricd Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR 45 (RI) (UIC-
ChoMAL

(e) On 7 Septemter, A Troop discovered numerous bunkers and received
fire north of Tan Tru at XS 745637. The weapons section engaged and the
rifle platoon was inserted to sweep the area with elements of the Gth
Infentry Division., Eremy losses totaled twenty nine (29) VC KIK, one {.)
Sz pistol axd one (1) AK-47 captured.

(f) On 8 September, © Troop 3/17 supportec the Reginnal Forces in
the vicinity of XT 3825 n.ar Co Dau Ha, One (1) AH-1G was hit., The actjons
resulted in twenty s=ix (25) VC KBA,

(g) I+ = two day action north of Ben luc in the vicinity XS6280 be-
ginniosg on ihe 10th of Septenber, Troop % killed Twenty nine (29) VC,
captured one (1) POW and directed elements of the %:h Infantry Division to
a cache of ninety six (%) AK-47 rifles,

(h) On 16 Se tenber, while performing a screening mission for a
ground element, gunships of B Troop 7/1 made contact witha .17 VC
force 2t coordinates XS 7583. The enemy was engaged with rockets and
mini-guns resulting in two (2) VC KB4 and two (2) VC WIA,

(1) On 19 September, B Troop 7/1 exccuted twan.y (20) acrial chech. -
»o. o insertions in the CMiC area of operations, ch~cked out one hundred
aa¢ 2leven (121) Victnamese ar® detained fourteen (1.).

\j) On 22 September, two oiatoons of D Troop supporting F Company
5.8t Infantry were inserted at XT 6431 to conduct 2 sweep to the scuth.
Engagement netted two (2) VC KIA, two (2) VC Wlh ard one (1) pistel cop-
tured.

(k) On 23 September, A Troop 3/17 conducted an aerial reconnaissai.c
in the western portion of their area of operations in the vicinity of X5
4570 in direct suprort of an infantry unit in contact. 4 Troop 3/17 was
credited with four (4) VC KBa, fiftecn (15) sampans and thirty five (35)
structures destroved, One (1) AH-1G was hit by ground fire, however,
damage was light, On the same day C Troop ~:outs found signs of recent
activity, vicinity XT 7010. Further development of the situation resulted
in three (3) VC KBh, six (6) fifty five (55) gallon drums of rice and one
(1) VC flag capturcd. B Troop 7/1 made seven (7) insertions on an aerisl
checkpoint mission, chochu out fift+ four (54) personnel resulting in
one (1) detainee,

(1) On 1 October 1968, B Troop 7/1 while OFCON to CMiC was diverted te
a grourd unit in contact at &S 5790. is a result of the action B Troop
was crcdited with seven (7) KBA and fourteen (W) possible for the deys
action, Two (2) OH-6i's and two (2) AH-1G's took hits., A scou: obscivor
was fatally wounded in the ezccica,

(a) OCTOBER: On 5 Ociober, C Troop 3/17 hunter-killer team con-
ducted & visual recon in the vicinity of XT 4933 when the O .64 received
thirty Ll . “33) hits and crashed in the vieinity of XT 4¢ 19, Three
(3) WIA crev zembers w-re successfully medeva:ed.

CONFIDENTIAL
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1y,

(b) On 6 October, -hile & Troop was condusting visual rcczonnaissancc
horth of Tan Zn in the Vvicinity of XS5770, a scoul observer was hit in tne
leg by enemy firc. In the contact trnt followed, A Troop 3/17 was cred-
ited with nine {9) VC Kaa,

(¢) On 8 October, Troop & was working west of Tan in with eleicnts
of the Sth Infantry Division. #As a result of the action thirty one (31
Vo wore killed, fourteen (14) sampans destroyed and six (6) AK-47's cap-
tured, » Troop had an OF-4n shot down in the vicinity of XS 4869. The
aéircraft crarhed in the Sang Tam Co Tay River; the Filot e¢scapad but the
observer was Kii {drowned).

(d) On 9 October, D Troop made contact with ar urdetemined numbcr
of VC in the vicinity of XT 4525 who opcned up with 50 caliber, #K-47 and
£Omr. mortor fire, Results were three (3) VC KBA and thirty (3°) gas mesks
captured,

(e) On 10 October, D Troop 3/17 made an insertion west of the Som-
Vam ©u Daug River at coordinates IT 420075, Results of this opcratien wcre
s venteen %17) detainees and two (2) VC KIi possible

(f) On 11 October an 4 Troop scout received tire while checking out
2 bunker c.mplex south of Racl; Kien at coordinates X° 7564, AH-1li's
of 4 Troop struck the area anu cclied in Airstrikes; clements of the 9th
Infzitry Division were inserted to sweep the 2rea, A Troop gunships were
credited with twenty two (22) VC KBi, The same day Dihn base c¢rmp came
under a mortar attack., The 3/17 Squadron received twelve (12) rouris of
B2nm mortar at 0025 hours, One of the rounds hit the Commanding Jfficer’s
Quarters and two (2) hit the Squadron Headquarters building resulting <in
three (3) personncl WIA,

(g) On 12 October, B Troop 7/1 asro-rifle platoon checked out twe
(2) sampans in the vicinity of XT 7706 resulting in one (1) detainee.
While on = RAG (Riverine Assault Croup) boat escort at 1900 hours in the
vicinity of XS 556812 B Troop 7/1 destroye’ two (2) sampans resulting ii
six (6) KBA, The VC in the sampans werc caorrring weipons but none were
recovered,

(h) On 12 Ostobor, ahile mkivg 2 sweep at XT 463045 D Troop 3,/17
captured five (5) B-4O rcunds, sixty nine (69) 82mm mortar rounds,
thirteen (13) 107mm recoiliess rifle fuzes. cighteen (18) charges for an
82mm mortar, fourteen (14) movtar rounds, two (2) 120mm mortar rounds
and ‘cstroyed fifteen (15) booby traps,

(1) On 22 October, 4 Troon 3/17 made contact with an unknown size
eneny force south of Tan An, vicinily XS 5560, The outcome of the days con-

tact resulted in twenty cne (21) VC KBa, nineteen (19) sampans destroyc:,
fourtcen (14) structures destroyed #nd thrze (3) detainces,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGC_B& - -

SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Cawalry
for Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (UIC-
WAAMAA ) |

(3) On 24 October, C Troop scouts spotted six (6) to ten (10) ox
carts full of rice in the vicinity of XT 55'4. Aero-rifles were inserted
to check the area, Bags of rice were eng:. ~ with small arms resulting
in secondary explosions,

(k) On 25 October, A Troop 2,17 .i. a visual reconnaissance reported
two (2) VC KBA and one (1) POW with a rocket launcher and 9m pistol at
coordinates XT 672582,

(1) On 27 October, & Troop 3/17 scout teams performed armed visual
reconnaissan.e in the vicinity of XS 74,0695 ard XS 790695 resulting in one
(1) K3A, it coordinates XS 771710 A Troop 3/17 reported ten (10) VC KBA .
z‘a.lgdxgze (1) KBA at XS 657595. Body count for the day totaled thirteen (13)

(m) SUMMsRY: While flying 31,352 sorties the squadron lifted 13,352
troops and 92 tons of cargo, was credited with 1025 enemy KL. 91 struc-
tures destroyed and 347 sampans destroyed (See Inclosure?). Duriag bhe
quarter the squadrcn was engaged in numerous small scale operations,
Visual reconnaissance was the primory mlssion; however, there has been am
increase in convoy escort, direct combat support (i¢ movement of personnel
equipment ard supplies) riverine escort and FSYOFS operations,

(n) TRALINING: During this reporting period, the squadron has had
ne.ximum participation in all allocated school courses, All new in-country
replacements received training at the 1lst Infantry Division Replacement
Training Center, located at DiAn,

(1) A11 training within the squadron was conducted with no loss in
the operational status of the unit,

(2) 1. Treining days 0
2. Tactical movements O
3. Operational days 0

(3) School quotas filled by squedron during the period:

OH-&! Airframe 10
T-63 Engine 12
T=53-1~13 Engine

Supply Course ‘

Escape and Evation Course

Fil.4s Transition/Gunnery

Arm -ent Maintenance Course

UH-1k Course

In-Country Keplacement Training 1

BMNNPHW

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVGC.BA

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 34 Squadron, 17th Cavalry
for Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR 65 (RI) (v1C..
WALMAA

5. (C) IOGISTICS

(2) Ammunition expenditure during the period 1 August to 31 Octobep
1968. Figures shown include B Troop, 7th Squadron, 1st Cavalry,

TYFE #MMUNITION ROUNDS EXPENDED
Ctg. 00&06 Bucket, ’ 710
Ctg. 5.56m bal]l & tracer : 79,131
Ctg. 7.62m IXD 4=1 292,407
Cte. 7,62mm IKD Tracer 9,800
Ctg. 7.62mm 41 1,388,539
tg. Cal. 30 Ball 1,7&)
Ctg. Cal, 38 Special 2,650
Ctgo Calo A—5 5’100
Ctg. cCal, 50 Ball 69
Cal, 50 Spotter 50
LO~m M,06 : 2,800
L™ma  XM3E,E] | 38,52
Gre © Frag 1,956
Gre: 1Ine 181
G.en Smoke, A1l colors 3:234
G. an WP 914
Gren Riot CS 561
Rockets 2,75 inch 23,901
Heat, Iaw 66
Mine, Claymore 145
Sig, Illum, A/C, 5S-yel 48
Sig, Illum, Gd-Clus, RS 5
Sigy Illum, A/C, SS—Gry %
Sig, Illum White Star, Para 665
Flare, A/C Para ' 156
Flare, Surface, Trip 45
Riot, Control s> Clus, Cannistep 6

(b) AIRCRAFT STaTys 45 OF 31 OCTOBER 1968: The squadron ineluding
B 7/1 is authorized 37 UH-1i{ of which 29 are on hand; 40 OH-64 of which
40 are on hand and 3% AH-1G with 36 on hard (See Ineclosure 8).
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SURJECT: Creraiiondl Report-lessons Learned of 3d.Squadren 17:h _Qa waliy
‘v eviyd Eniing 31 Cc.,obur 1968 RC GSIOR. (RN Lk
b SECTTON 2

) Lessons Lear:ed
Cerwunder's observations, evaliations, and recommendations.

1. [U) B SONNEL:

(a)” OBSERVATION: The air cavalry troop unde: th: exiscing TCE is
authorized one (1) wheel vehicle mechanic and two (2) light tiuck driverc,

EVALUATION: The maintenance requirements resulting frem the 22 ve-
bicles in the troep has proven to be beyend the capabllity of the auth-
orized manpower level,

RECQMMENDATION: The troop be authorized one (1) SSG E5 wheel mech-
enic and two (2) additional E~4 whecl vchicle mechamics in addition to
the existing TOE,

(b) OBSEAVATION: Need for additional ammunitiow handlers.
EVALUATION: Due to the }arge quantities of amuunition nxpemkd by

1 the squadran (see para 5, logistics) and the rcquirement for Zi hour op-
@ration, personnel must be diverted from pr:.marv duty positions to per-
foru duty as ammunition handlers, Each air cavairy trocp is cut.orized
two (2) ammunition specialists and two (2) apprentices by USsRP.C GO 401
dated August 1968, These personnel are utilized to meintain basic lcads,
transport and breakdown troop allocations, and man forward trocp reacm-
ing points, There are no personnel currently authorized at squadron leyel
to pick up ammunition at supply pom*s s traasport it to ammuniti-on points:
and prepare it for use,

RECCHiENDATION: That an ammunition sbctzan (assigned tc S-4) be
authorized for the Air Cavalry Squadron. Section consists of one E=5 Amme
unition Storage Specialicst (MOS 55B20), ard four (4) E-3 Ammo Storage
Apprentices (HOS 55410)

2, (C) OPERATIONS:
(2) OBSERVAT1ON: VC/N\'A infiltrators are well trained in camou-
flage techniques,
EVaLULTION: as enemy troops infiltrate they makc every effort to
conceal themsclves and their positions with freshly cut foliage., Exper-
. icnce has shown that the amount of camouflage utilized has & direct rela-
tion to the number of enemy troops in the area,
{ RECQMMENDATION: Observer training places additional emphasis on ene-
{' ry camouflage technijues so as to fully exploit the copabilitics of visual
reconnaissancc.

11
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons learned of 3d Squedron, 17th Cavalry
fer Period inding 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RY) (UIC-t: .M. .:)

(b) OBSERVATION: WVulnerability of the OH-6a at low airspeed/altituce
in the reconnaissance role,

EVALUATION: Past experience has shown initial reconnaissance of an
area a2t air speeds of less than 70 knots results in excessive aircraft
domage due to enemy fire,

AECOMMENDATIONS: That scout tactical training emphasize high speed
(70 Xmots or more) initial passes through the area of interest prior to
initiating detailed recornaissance,

(c) OBSERVATION: Time consuming procedures in obtaining firing clear-
ancc,
EV.iULTION: The time lapse betweer initial sightings of enemy and the
resulting clearance to fire has enabled many VC/NVi personnel to take eve-
sive action and break contact.

RECOMMENDATION: That a more effective and efficient system for ob-
taining firing clearance be devised.

3, (U) TRAINING:

ORSLRVATION: Unit transitioncl training problems.

EVALUATION: Dué to the lack of qualified OH-6A aviators, units must
transition personnel into this aircraft to fill vacancies in the scout
platoon. This transition reowires an instructor pilet and aircraft be
diverted from tactical missions for training purposes. i minimum of 10
hours of dual flight, an examination, ard a final check ride are required
to meet gqualification requirements set down by regulation. Ixperience has
shown the necessity for approximately 40 additional hours before the avian-
tor is fully operational. This training burden creates adverse affccts
upon the tacticeal capatilities of the uir Cavalry Squadron.

RLCOMMENDATION: That a proportionate number of OH-éiu aviators be
assigned to the sair Cavalry Squadron to fill the authorized aviator pos. -
tione of the air Cavalry Troop Scout Platoons.,

4. (U) INTELLIGENCE:

OBSERVATION: Requirement for rapid and efficient intelligence pro-
cessing at the troop level.

EVALUATION: One of the cavalry's primary missions is providing time-
ly intelligence, The air cavalry troop's reconnaissance efforts generate
a tremendous amount of intelligence., The gathering, evalwation, and dis=-
semination of intelligence is presently the responsibility of troop oper-
ations personnel., To insure efficiant evaluction and processing requires
an officer with the primary duty of coordinating intelligence activities.

RECGHMENDATION: One armor officer (may be non~-rated) be assigned as
Intelligence Officer at the troop level,

5, (U) LOGISTICS:

)8
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned ot 3d Squsdron 17th Cavelr:-
for Period Ending 31 October 1968. RCS CSFOR-65(R1) (UIC-HiunMia}

(a) OBSERVATION: The need exists for a better defensive weapon for
use by the observer in the OH-64,

EVALUATION: The CAR-15 rifle is an cxcallent weapon choice due to
its size and firepower and the limited cockpit area in the OH=ba.

RECOMMEND.TION: The air cavalry troop be authorized ten (10) CaR-15
riflcs per scout platoon in place of the M-16,

(b) OBSERVATION: There is no authorizaticn for "Tail Rotor Tracking
Kits" for the OH-6i in the air cavalry traop.

EVALUATION: The lack of tracking kits causes maintenance delays.
The Hughe= Technical Representative must be called for maintenance in-
volving the €ail rotor since he possesses the only kit. Maintenance
delays increase downtime and decreases aircraft availability, .

RECOMMENDATION: That the OH-6a "Tail Rotor Tracking Kit" be auth-

orized and issued to the air cavalry squadron on the basis of zne per air
cavalry troop,

(c) OBSERVATION: The arrival of mazintenance units in RVN imgrojerly
and inadequately equipped.

EVALUATION: Eech item of equipment zuthorized maintenance teams
Ghould be on hand upon arrival in RUN since these units are required tc
became opcrational immediately.

RECOMMELDATION: That all authorized maintenance tool setsand =quir-
met be inventoried prior to departure from CONUS, & DA Form 2765 should

prepared for each item short and submitted immediately upon entry in
country.

(d) OBSERV.TION: air Cavalry Squadron Troops should be issued tho
VRC-24 radios which are authorized by TCE,

EValUATION: & UHF radio is a vital part of the air cavalry troop
opcrations center. A capability to monitor UHF traffic by operations
personnel will relieve overcrowded Fi nets and prevent unnecessary rep-
etition of messages on FM by tactical aircraft. This radio provides back-

up to the FM tactical net and its range capability is J.nvaluable due to
the squadron dispersion.

RECOMMENDATION: That whatever means necessary be taken to supply the
2ir cavalry squadron with cuthorized VRC-24 radloes.

6. (U) CRGANIZATICH: None

7. (U) CTHER: None
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AVGC-Ba
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lasaona Learned of 3d Squadron 17th Cavairyr
for Period inding 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(R1) (UIC-WAAMA')

SECTION 3
Escape and Evasion

This unit had no personnel involved in an escépe and evasion situation

this quarter.
f v Z .

JOHN H, FHILLIPS

8 INCLOSURES
. LTC, Armor
1. Unit Organization Commanding
* 2e—Unit losations
* 5 ;
* wfpr——drvaendo—-&-Docorations-
* Sr—Friondlylosves-

6. Ogerations Map

7. Operational Results

8. i4ircraft Status
*wd, Hq, DA

0)STRIBUTION:

5 -~ Commanding Officer, 12th CiG

2 - CINCUSARFAC

3 - Commanding Generali, USARV

2 - Commanding General, 1st Avn Bde
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AVGC-SC (15 Nov 68) 1st Ind {U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Cavalry
for Period Ending 31 October 1968. RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (UIC-WAAMAA)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 12TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APO 96266 2L November 1968
TO: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, A'I'I‘N:, AVPBC-RE-H, APO 96266

1. In compliance with AR 525-15 and USARV loguhtion 525-15, *wo (2)
coples of subject report are forwarded.

2. Concur with all comments and recommendations.

FOR THE COMMANDER :

e ¥ Pscstt

Captain, Infentry
Asst Adjutant
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AVFBC-RE-E (15 Nov 68) 2nd Ind (u)
SUBJECTs Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadrom, 17th Cavalry
for Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSPOR - 65 (RI) (UIC-WAAMAA)
DA, HQ II FPORCEV, APO San Franoisco 96266 1 1 DEC 1968
THRUs Commanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade; ATTN: AVBA-C, APO 96307
Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGC-DH, APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATINs GPOP-DT, APO 96558

TOs Adssistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Depariment of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. Subject report is forwarded.

2. This headguarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report-
Lessons Learned of the 3d Squadron, 17th Cavalry for the period ending

31 October 1968.

FOR THE COMMANDERS

16



AVBA-C (15 Nov 68) 3d Ind (4)
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Cavalry
for Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(R1) (UIC-WAAMAA)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 DEC 1 5 1966

THRU: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375
Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,
APO 96558 :

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force ﬁevelopment, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C., 20310

1. This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be adequate,
and concurs with the contents as indorsed except for the following:

a. Section 2, paragraph 4, page 12, Nonconcur, The Cavalry Troop
is primarily an intelligence collection agency and does not have a re-
quirement for processing and evaluating information. The processing, evalua-
tion, and dissemination of intelligence is normally accomplished at Squadron
level or higher where intelligence specialists are assigned.

2. The following additional comments are conaldered pertinemt:
a. Section 2, mragraph 1(a), page 11. The Air Cevalry Troop TOE

17-98T is being modified and will add a wheel vehicle maintenance section.
Personnel proposed for this section includes

Motor Sergeant E6 63C40 1l
Whl Veh Mech E4 63820 3
Equip Recond Clk E4 71720 1
Pwr Eq Opr/Mech B4 52B20 1
Bvy Veh Drv E4 64820 1
Whl Veh Rpr App E3 63410 -
TOTAL 8

b, Seotica 2, paragraph 1(b), page 1ll. The Air Cavalry Squadron
0E 17-96T is being modified and will provide the following ammunition
personnel in the Squadron Supply Sectiont

Ammo Section Sgt ES 55820 1
Amno Specialist E4 55820 2
17
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AVBALC DEC 1 © 1966

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Cavelry
for Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (UIC-WAAMAA)

Ammo Handler App E3 55410 5
Ammo Records Clk E4 T6M20 1

¢e Section 2, paragraph 3, page 12. Aviators are assigned direct to
Combat Aviation Groups by the USARV Officer Replacement Division. Re-
commend that USARV assign an equitable number of OH-6 qualified aviators
to each group since each group has one Air Cavalry Squadron. It must be
understood that this problem then can only be rectified by group headquarters
who further allocates aviator assets to its subordinate units.

d. Section 2, paragraph 5a, page 13. Standardized MIOE's for the
Air Cavalry Troops are being finalized at this time for submission to
DA, 1Included in the new standardized MTQE's are CAR-15 rifles for each
crew chief except crew chiefs in Troop Headquarters., With the approval
of these standardized MTOE's the CAR-15 rifles will be authorized.

e. Section 2, paragraph 5b, page 13. This headquarters and the
34th GS Group are aware of the shortage of "Tail Rotor Tracking Kits"
for the OF-6A. Ten kits are scheduled to arrive in-country during the
month of December. Kits will be issued to those units authorized as they
arrive,

f. Section 2, paragraph 5(d), page 13. The AN/VEC 24 radio sets
are available in the 506th Field Depot. USAICCV has sufficient quantities
and will release to the 3/17th Cav Sqdn on a hand carry, 02 priority as
combat mission essential. FSN 5820-543-1977, LI Q50680. The 3/17th ACS
is authorized 4 each, has O on hand. This headquarters has contacted the
S-4 of the 3/17th ACS and informed him of what action to take.

FOR THE COMMANDERS

00

HN D, MIXSELL

MAJ, AGC
Assistant Adjutant Generaf

!
V
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‘CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (15 Nov 68) 4th Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operational ReporteLessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Cavalry
for Period Ending 31 October 1968, FCS CSFOR-65 (K1) (UIC-WAANAA)

HEADJUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIKTNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 4 jr -

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Amy, Paclfic, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-lﬁssons
lLearned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1962 from Headquarters,
3d Squadron, l7th Cavalry.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning training, page 12, Section 2, paragraph
3 and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2c: Concur with the 3d Indorsement, para-
graph 2c, When qualified OH-6A aviator replacements become available, this
headquarters will make equitable distribution to the aviation groups.

b. Reference item concerning the arrival of maintenance units in RVN
improperly and inadequately equipped, page 13, Section 2, paragraph 5(c):
Concur with the recommendation as stated,

FCiv THE COMMANDERS

ML

t Gererald

19
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GPOP-DT (15 Nov 68) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operstional Report of HQ, 3d Sqdn, 17th Cav for Period Ending
31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 28 JAN 1368

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This hesdquarters hss evalusted subject report and forwsrding indorse-
ments snd concurs in the report as indorsed.

Hfact-

C. L. SHoR
CPT, AGC T

Asst AG

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

20
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HEADQUARTERS
3D SWADRON 17TH CAVALRY
QUARTER ENDING
31 Oct 68

INCLOSURE 8, ALRCRAFT STATUS, QUARTERLY QRLL
SUBCRDINATE UR1H OHén

a6
UnIT AUTH o/H AUTH o/H AUTH O/H
HQ Troop 5 5 0 0 0 o
A Troop 8 6 10 10 9 9
B Troog 2 17 8 6 10 10 9 9
B lroop 7/ g8 6 10 10 9 9
€ Troop L. 6 10, 10 2 9
Sqdn Tcital 37 29 40 40 36 . 24
TNCLOSURE @

A9
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