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AVBE-SC/MHD 15 November 19¢€8
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

I. Sienificant Organizational and Unit Activities
1. Introdustion

This Operational Report Lessons Learned covers the period 1 August 1968
through 31 October 1968, The 173d Airborne Brigade has continued to conduct com.-
bat operations aimed at locating and destroying Viet Cong and North Vietnamese
forces and installations, As I Field Force's reserve, the Brigade remained ready
to meet any required mission, and continued operations in the Brigade's TAOR (Tac-
tical Area of Runons:lbilityf. Its civic action program continued to play a key
role in the Brigade's counterinsurgency efforts,

To best accomolish its mission, the 173d Airborne Brigede conducted four
major operations during the reporting period. Operation Dan Hoa, which commenced
17 September 1967, continues to be conducted in Phu Yen Province by the 4th Bat-
talion, 503d Infantry and D Comvany 16th Armor. Operation Wgjker, including the
defense of Camp Radcliff at An Khe and the surrounding AO, is being conducted by
the 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry. Operation Coghise, involving the
24 Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry and the 1st Battalion (Airborme), 503d
Infantry continues to be centersd in the Bong Son plains area of Binh Dinh Pro-
vince. The 3d Battalion (Airborne) 503d Infantry continued to remain OPCON to
Task Force South, conducting Operation McClain in southern II Corps.

The 173d Airborne Brigade continued to Le under the leadership of Briga-
dier General Richard J., Allen, who assumed command of the unit on 20 March 1968,

A native of Atlanta, Georgla, General Allen joined the Army as an enlisted
man in 1940 and rose in rank to First Sergeant, After attending and graduating
from Infantry OCS in 1942, he served as an officer with the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion during World'War II and participated in the invasion of Normandy, the invasion
of Holland, and the battle of Bastogne,

General Allen's last assigmment was as assistant division commander of the
101st Adrborne Division., His decorations include the Silver Star, Legion of Merit,
Bronze Star, Combat Infantryman's Badge, Distinguished Unit Citation with one oak
leaf cluster, Army Commendation Medal, and Croiz de Guerre with Bronze Star (France).

He is a graduate of Georglia Military Academy, the University of Maryland,
Infantry 0CS, Parachute School, Armor Advanced Course, the Command and General Staff
College, the Armed Forces Staff College, and the Air War College.

On 6 September 1968, General Creignton W, Abrams, Commanding General,
United States Army Vistnam, presented the Meritorious Unit Commendation to the
173d Alrborne Brigade for the period May 1965 to May 1967.

After attaching the red Meritorious Unit Commendation streamer to the Bri-
gade oolors, General Abrams said, "That l1ittle streamer represents months and years
of devoted and didicated service by the men of this Brigade. It represents the
sacrifices of a great many...who have served their government, their country and
their people.”

The Meritorious 'mit Commendation reads: "In every confrontation with the
stubborn insurgents the 173d Airborne Brigade displayed marked aggressiveness which
enabled them to neutralize enemy strongholds and carture thousands of logistical
items, In addition to remarkable skill and tenacity in combat the Sky Soldiers of
the Brigade carried on an extensive civic actions program characterized by sincere
compassion for the supressed local populace, During each of the Brigade's combat
operations, the Sky Soldiers immeasurably aided the allied counterinsurgency ef-
fort by winning the hearts and minds of the Vietnamese people."

1
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AVBE-SC/MHD 15 November 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Repart Lessons Learned

The 173d Airborne Brigade celebrated its fifth anniversary on 25 June 1968,
Organized from the 2d Airborne Battle Group, 503d Infantry, and activated on 25
June 1963 on Okinawa as a quick-strike guerrilla-warfare reaction force, the past
five years have been filled with imprcssive victories. The Sky Solkiers have tralned)
deployed into combat and jumped into combat. In doing so, the Sky Solkiers have
compiled a proud record of FIRSTS in time, place and accomplishments that zan be
held by all with pride.

While on Okinawa, the 173d underwent extensive airborme, guerrilla and
jungle warfare training, and traveled throughout the Asian theatre on training
missions prior to deploying to the Republic of South Vietnam, It was during this
period of training that the paratroopers received the nickname "Sky Solkiers," from
the edmiring Nationalist Chinese Army and the population of Taiwan,

On 5 May 1965, C-130's carried the Brigade from Okinava to Bien Hoa, Re-
public of South Vietnam., They were the first American Army combat troops tc be
committed to the strife-ridden country,

Shortly after arriving, the paratroopers became the first American unit to
fight in War Zone D, and several operations later, the first to move into the Iron
Triangle. On February 22, 1967, the Brigade achieved still another "first" as the
first to make an American combat parachute assault since the Korean War. Spear-
heading Operation Junction City, the Brigade accounted for 266 enemy killed and the
destruction of a most vital enemy propaganda office.

However, it was in November of 1967 that many feel the Brigade had its fin-
est hours, Near Dak To, in Vietnam's Central Highlands, the Sky Soldiers made re-
peated heavy contacts with large NVA forces in a bitterly contested, twenty day
period, On Thanksgiving Day, 1967, the paratroopers swarmed to the crest and ousted
the last NVA defenders on a remote hill designated 875, in one of the most brutal
actions of the Vietnamese conflict. The battle was that of Dak To,

Four Sky Soldiers from the 173d Airborne Brigade have received the Medal

of Honor in Vietnam, an outstanding record for a single brigade, a small fraction
of the military strength in the Republic of South Vietnam.

CONFIDENTIAL



COrrIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

2, Organization

During the past quarter the major orgarizational changes in the Brigade
was the organization of the Special Troops Battallon (Provisional), the attachment
of Company E 20th Infantry (Long Range Patrol) and ‘he reorganization of Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Comnany, 173d Airborne Brigade und Company A (Administration)
173d Support Battalion (Airborms). =

The Special Troops Battalion (Provisional) was orgenized by authorization
of the Commanding General, 173d Airborne Brigade, General Orders Number 2146, dated
17 August 1968. 1Its mission is to provide supervision and coordination of adminis-
trative and logistical activities to the following selected units assigned or at-
tached to the 173d Airborne Brigade:

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 173d Airborne Brigade
Troop "E" 17th Cavalry

173d Engineer Company

173d Signal Company

172d Military Intelligence Devachment

74th Infantry Detachment (LRP)

39th Infantry Detachment (Scout Dog)

75th Infantry Detachment (Combat Tracker)
46th Public Information Detachment

51st Chemical Detachment

24th Military History Detachment (Airborme)

The Special Troops Battalion (Provisional) is authorized three officers
and two enlisted men. Equipment was provided initially from resources within the
Brigade, and.personnel were provided from current resources, Personnel are assigned
to and carriéd on the morning report of Headquarters and Heqdquarters tompany, 173d
Airborne Brigade. It is notable that the Battalion provides supervision and coor-
dination of logistical and administrative activities only, and does not exercise
operational control ovar any of the subordinate units. The Provisional Battalion
Commanding Officer does not have disciplinary authority nor does he rate or endorse
the officer efficiency reports of any officer in the assigned or attached units,

Company E, 20th Infantry (Long Range Patrol) was attached by authorization
of the Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, General Orders Number 4755,
dated 14 October 1968. It was attached for all purposes, to include transfer, pro-
motion and requisitioning of personnel, Operation control is retained by I Field
Force Vietnam, and at present one paltoon of Company E 20th Infantry (LRP) is OPCON
to the 173d Airborne Brigade.

Headquarters and Headquarters Comveany, 173d Airborne Brigade and Comnany
A (Administration), 173d Support Battalion (Airborne) were reorganized under the
authority of the Commanding General, United Stites Army Pacific, by General Orders
Mumber 505, dated 10 September 1968, and became effective 20 September 1968, Im-
pletion was couplete by 31 October 1968,

CONFVDENT 1AL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

3. Intelligence:

a, The enemy situations before and during each operation conducted by the
Brigade are broken down as follows: Operation Dan Sinh (formally Cochise), Opera-
tion Dan Hoa (formally Bolling IJ) and Operation Walker.

(1) Operation Dan Sinh

(a) Enemy Situation:

1. Disposition: The 173d Airborme Brigade relieved the 3d
Brigade, 4th Infantry Division and assumed operation in A0 Cgchiss on 30 March 1968,
A0 Cochige is centered around the city of Bong Son (BR 8796) in Binh Dinh Province,
and the Brigade TOC is located northk c¢f Bong Sor at LZ English,

Historically, Binh Dinh Province has long been a "hotbed" of enemy activity.
It was the last province to be left by the Viet Minh after the signing of the
Geneva Convention Accords in 1954, and the strategic port city of Qui Nhon had
previously served as the Viet Minh capital city. Thus, the Viet Cong infrastruc-
ture in Binh Dinh Province is old and well-based, and Binh Dinh has long been a
stronghold for the Viet Cong and its sympathizers,

Binh Dinh Province is characterized by low, fertile coastal plains which break
abruptly 15 to 20 kilometers inland intc high, heavy-canoped north-south mountain
ranges, It is heavily populated, with almost one million inhabitants. It includes
the province capitul, Qui Nhon, and the smaller but still vital cities of Bong Son
and An Khe, Bong Son and its surrounding villages and hamlets, which comprise AO
Cochise, account for nearly 350,000 people. Thus, the Brigade's units are almcst
constantly working in and around heavily populated aress.

It is also singificant that Binh Dinh's coastal lowlands are some of the rich-
ost agricultural areas in Vietnam, its main crops being rice and vegetables, Three
or four rice crops can be grown and gathered each year. The farmers of the Province
also have and raise ¢attle for market. The coastal waters support a bustling fish-
ing industry, the greater part of it being carried on by individuals in their own
small boats., Fishing is aggressively pursued, perhaps 25% of the population being
engaged in fishing itself or its offsprings, and contributes a great deal to the
area's prosperity. It is significant that both furming and fishing produce excesses,
to be s0ld in markets along the coast and in the Highlands, Thus, Binh Dinh Pro-
vince is an economic "breadbasket.”

In addition, Route QL 1, Vietnam's coastal highway and the country's primary
land communication route for all business and commerce (it is the only highway that
runs the length of the country), runs through Binh Dinh's center. Because of its
importance, QL 1 has nov been almost completely surfaced with asphalt in Binh Dinh
Province., The Vietnam National Railroad, which runs parallel to QL 1, is heavily
damaged, and has not been in use since late 1964.

One can easily realize then, that the enemy has long been aware of the Pro-
vince's political and economic importance. The enemies main force units, both Viet
Cong and North Vietnamese, by and large remain in the jungle areas to the west of
the rich, populated plains, Here they train and resupply, periodically making sor-
ties into the lowlands in attempts to attack both American and Vietnamese military
installations or local governmental headquarters. The main force units are also
continually sending agents into the plains with many missions, By one, twos and
in small groups, they come to purchase rice, fish, corn, coconuts, vegetables and
medical supplies. They also avquire intelligence information and act as couriers,

4
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The following units are reported within the Bong Son area or close enough to
have influence with the Cochise area of operations:

3. HQ & support units NT 3 NVA Division
b. 2d VC Regiment

g« 93d Bn/2d VC Regiment

d. 95th Bn/2d VC Regiment
€. 97th Bn/2d VC Regiment
£. 18th NVA Regiment

g. 7th Bn/18th NVA Regiment
h. 8th Bn/18th NVA Regiment
4. 9th Bn/18th NVA Regiment
J. 224 NVA Regiment

k. 7th Bn/22d NVA Regiment
1. 8th Bn/22d NVA Regiment
@. 9th Bn/22d NVA Regiment
n. D Co, 40th Sapper Bn

9. XCII LF Bn

p. 300th Sapper Bn

g.. 50th LF Bn

In early June, agent reports alerted the 52 to the movement of the 3d NVA
Division and the two of its three subordinate regiments, the 24 VC and 22d NVA
Regiments, These units were moving north into Quang Ngai Province and the Ameri-
cal Division's area of operations, Stay-behind forces of approximately 100 men
each remained in our area of operations, The third regiment of the 3d NVA Divisicn
is the 18th NVA Regiment., It did not accompany the 3d NVA Division in its move
north and was in heavy contact with ROK forces in the Nui Ba Mountains in Phu Cat
(D) Binh Dinh (P) during June and early July, suffering heavy casualties,

In mid-July two of the three battalions of the 18th NVA Regiment, the 7th and
9th, moved north from Phu Cat (D) into the southern portion or our A0 and into the
Suoi Ca and Vinh Thanh Mountains, The 8th Battalion, the third battalion of the
18th NVA Regiment, continued operations south of our AO in the Phu Cat (D) area.

During the month of August the 3d NVA Division headquarters, with the 24 VC
Regiment and the 22u NVA Regiment, continued to remain out of the 173d Airberne
Brigade's area of operation in southwestern Quang Ngai Province. The 18th NVA
Regiment, located in the Suoi Ca-Vinh Thanh Mountains since mid-July, remained out
of contact, though it was presumed that their reorganization and re-equiping should
soon be complete, based on the ability of replacement personnel to reach the 18th
NVA Regiment, For a second month, due to the withdrawal of the main force 3d NV:
Divisjon, there was an increase in activities on the part of local force VC units,

5
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AVBE-SC/MiD 15 November 1368
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learred 2

The XC II Local Force Battalion became quite active in late June, and remained
active throughout July and August. Organised in January 1968 and operating with an
estimated 155 men, XC II operates in Hoal Nhon and Hoai An Districts and has four
subordinate companies, On 22 August Operation Dan Sinh 22-6, a combined US-ARVN
operation target sgainst the XC II LF Battalion, began.

In September the 3d NVA Division headquarters, wl th its 23 and 27d Regiments,
continued to remain in southwestern Quang Ngai Province. However, the earlier es-
timation and presumntion that the 3d NVA Division's 18th NVA reorganization and re-
equiping would be comnlete in Sentsuber was proven correct. On 22 September, ele-
ments of the 41st ARVN Regiment of the 22d Infantry Division (ARVN) made contact
with elements of the 7th and 9th Battalions of the 18th NVA Regiment east of Suoi
Ca Valley (BR 8064). On 23 September the 1st Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry and the lst
Bn 69th Armor (OPCON) reinforced ARVN forces in contact. This contact ended on
6 October with VC/NVA losses of 198 KIA (BC) and 3 VC/NVA CIA. A prisoner captured
by the 41st ARVN Regiment on 28 September 1968 revealed thet the 161st Infiltration
Group had provided replacements to the 18th NVA Regiment and that he had arrived at
the Regiment on 14 September. However, the high enemy losses in the Suoi Ca con-
tact offset the replacements gained. zl‘or further information, refer to CAAR,
Battle of Suoi Ca Valley, 173d Airborne Brigade.)

Operation Dan Siph 22-6 continued against the XC II LF Battalion during Sep-
tember, entering into its second phase, and by 30 September had accounted for 237
VC/NVA KIA (BC).

Activity throughout AO Coghiss was light during October as again the 3d NVA
Division and its 2d and 224 NVA Regiments remained in southwestern Quang Ngai Pro-
vince and out of our area of operations, During the month, however, reports were
received that the 3@ NVA Division was experiencing difficulties in locating suffic-
ient foodstuffs to supply its personnel. Follow-up operations continued in the
Suol Ca and Vinh Thanh Mountains, However, the 18th NVA Regiment remained out of
contact, and is presured to be receiving more replacements in order to regain com-
bat strength after it: Battle of Suoi Ca Valley losses and gathering and storing
foodstuffs, Of noticnable imnortance are ammunition cache finds by elements of the
1st Bn 503d Infantry in the wvicinity of BR 8271, During the four day period of 28
to 31 October, 44 rounds of 82mm mortar ammunition, 23 rounds of 57mm recoilless
rifle ammmition, 6 rounds of 75mm recoilless rifle ammunition, 6 rounds of B-41
rocket ammunition, a complete 82mm mortar and another 82mm mortar, minus tube, were
found. This capture significantly reduced the offensive capabilities of the 18th
NVA Regiment's hard-hit 7th Battalion, the probable former owners,

2. Pecullaritics and Weaknesses:

8+ The enemy continues to be vulnerable to sustained
friendly operations, attempting to evade and avoid contact. The firat three phases
of Operation Dag Sinh 22-6 have proven particularly effective against the VC in-
frastructure,

b. The enemy continues to be vulnerable to air and ar-
tillery retaliation, aerial observation and photography, intermittent artillery
firings, APD and Red Haze readings.

c. The enemy continues to be prone to hunger and per-
sonal illness throygh sustained living in the jungle enviromment.

d. Psychological warfare will no doubt continye to have
effect on enemy morale and effectiveness, especially due to successful allied op-
erations during the past quarter, and the growing effectiveness of combined US-ARVN
operations and the continued use of National Police screening operations,

6
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3. bre Capsbilities:

i+ The enemy continues to carry out small-scale attacks,
gaining for him a certain degree of success, allowing him to cause friendly casual-
ties at a minimum risk to his forces, He can be expected to continue such opera-
tions.

b. The enemy can be expected to continue his interdic-
tion of lines of communication, mining of primary and secondary routes of communi-
cations, sabotage operntions against pipelines and small-scale attacks against
isolated outposts,

&. The enemy can be expected to use extensively, with
increased emphasis, specialized sapoer units, Thls, s did last quarter, showed
a marked increase in such activities. Sappers enjoy an elite status among VC/IVA
units, specialiszing in spearheading infantry operations, in explosives and demoli-
tions, land and water mine warfare, assasination, terrorism, kidnapning, sabotsge
and bridge destruction. Their primary mission is to precede enemy infantry in
attack, breaching barbed wire and other obsracles impeding the infantry's advance,

d. The enemy can be expected to continue to employ mor-
tars and recoilless rifles against airfields and landing zones, as this type of at-
tack involves little risk to his forces, and, if successful, can cause considerable
damage and cause both aircraft and equipment to be inoperable for varying period-,

9. Reports continue on the possibilities of the enemy
launching full-scale company-sized attacks scainst convoy overations, isolated out-
posts, possibly Bong Son or LZ English and other related population centers,

f. 'irely t-rgets for sapper unit activities, company
and battallon ize alices. e .hy .- District Headquarters, ARVN installations,
Bong Son bridge, LZ English, LZ Tom, LZ Uplift and the restriction of vehicular
movement on Highways 1 and 3A.

E. It is of interest that the enemy may be establishing
a CBR capability, as during October the enemy has employed (S gas in the northemn
sector of AO (gchise three times,

h. Propaganda lectures, involuntary drafting and kid-
napoing of fighting-age civilians, labcrers and snecialists (doctors ard nurses),
continued infiltration and harrassing activities, making full use of sap-er-type
units, are expected to continue in A0 Cochise.

i, Combet Efficiency: Successful combat oner-tions
conducted during the months of August and September, which vere b sed on corbat in-
telligence, rendered hardships on existing VC/NVA units (see "'o'n;v Order of Brnttle
and Decisions and Plans Adapted with Reasons Based on Enemy ‘ituitions), cuu-ed
enemy units to r main out of further major contacts with allicd unit: for the re-
mainder of the quarter. It is believed that replacements, with sun lies, are com-
ing into Binh Dinh Province, and that, once up to combat strength and ro sessirg
supplies and equipment neces-ary, the enemy will again commit himself to larpe-
scale attacks.,

(b) Significant Contacts:

1. August:
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a. 011030 BR910850 Elements of 1/69 engaged an est VC
sqd W/SA and AW, The VC had engaged a 4Oth ARVN patrol loc on the E side of High-
vay 1 w/6 rds M79 fire, The: c¢ontact broke at 1040H w/enemy fleeing W. The area
was secrched w/neg results, There were neg US or ARVN casualties.

b. 010900 BR916937 LRP Tm"E" approached a base camp and
heard movement in a house, A team member went to investigate resulting in 1 VC KIA
w/knife. The base camp had many bunkers and tunnels w/OHC, Movement was heard
150m to the south and arty was fired into the nrea, A rcaction force from E/17 vas
inserted into the area,

. 021345 A/2/503 rec'd 10-15 rds of SA fire fror the
SSE, Fire was rtn'd w/SA and AW and the area searched w/neg results,

d. 062105 BR891732 B/1/69 engaged an est 25-35 indiv's
and employed cannister and .50 Cal Mi's, Arty was called in and the contact broke
at 2135H w/und enemy results. There wers neg US casualties., Spooky expended in
the area,

Q. 080917 BS925002 D/2/503 rec'd SA fire fm the E fm an
und size enemy force resulting in neg US casualties, SA and mortars returned fire.
Gunships also expended in the area. There were negative results.

L. 081925 BS944003 D/2/503 rec'd SA fire from 10 indiv's
and resulted in 1 US WHA who later became KHA, Fire was rtn'd w/SA and AW and 81mm
mort w/und enemy cas,

g. 082115 BR970930 B/2/503 made contact w/est 3 VC and
rec'd AW fire and M79 rds., Fire was rtu'd w/SA and AW fire resulting in 2 VC/NVA
KIA (BC). The contact was broken at 2127H w/neg US casualties,

h. 091850 BS944003 D/2/503 made contact w/est 3 indiv
armed w/2 AW and 1 SA. Fire was exchanged and arty called on the enemy psn, There
was 1 US WHA as a result of this contact and neg enemy casualties,

4. 091800 BR8774 A/1/69 elemerts in contact w/est VC
plt employing Av//SA, B-40 rkts and und type mort fire., FMire was rtn'd w/SA, 90mm
tank fire, AW, and arty, Gunships were employed and the enemy w/drew to the NE
v/elements in pursuit, Spooky was requested and supported the contact w/AW and
flares. This contact resulted in 4 U3 WHA, Contact broke at 1950H resulting in 1
B=40 RL, misc equip CIA and 1 VC KIA,

1. 100145 BS941008 D/2/503 amb engaged 2 VC in a boat
crossing the river towards their loc resulting in 2 VC KIA (BC), The element then
rec'd a heavy volume of AW fire fm theN bank of the river and called arty on the
enemy psn w/und results,

k. 100834 BR970886 C/2/503 engaged 2 VC resulting in 2
VC KIA (BC) and 3 M79 rds and 1 pound of documents CIA,

1. 120330 BS846058 A/1/503 OPCON engaged movement on
the E side of their perimeter w/Ml6 and rec'd aprrox 6-10 rds of AK47 fire, Neg
US cas; 1 NVA KIA (BC) and 1 NVA gas mask, 2 AK47 magasines, and 2 Chicom Hi's,
were CIA,

m. 121657 BR945983 2/503 recon element observed 2 VC
in blk PJ's moving W and engaged them w/SA resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC).

B. 121700 BR958977 2/503 recon element engaged 3 VC re-
sulting in 1 VC KIA (BC).
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Q. 121821 BR932856 A/1/503 OPCON 2/503 made contact w/und
size enemy force and rec'd 15 M79 rds, Fire was rtn'd w/SA and AW w/neg results,
There was 1 US WHA (not evacuated).

_ p. 121825 RR970955 D/2/503 rec'd SA fire from a bunker
and returned fire w/SA and M79. The area was searched resulting in 1 VC KIA (iC).
Neg US casualties,

g. 132122 BR964957 D/2/503 amb engaged 2 VC w/SA and HG'S,
SA fire was returned resulting in 1 US WHA (slightly). Swift boats fired in support
of the contact. There were und eremy results.

I. 131140 BR909898 LRP Tm "A" set up an amb and at 1745H
engaged 2 VC armed w/SA resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC) and 1 VC PW. There was 1 ll6
and 1 SKS CIA,

3. 160858 BR933854 A/1/503 rec'd AK47 and 179 rds fm the
E and SE resulting in 3 US WHA, Fire was rtn'd and the area checked w/neg results,

t. 161600 BR900829 A/1/503 rec'd AW fire from an unk
size force. SA fire and arty returned and thre srea searched w/neg results.

. 170950 BS855207 C/2/503 engaged 3 VC/NVA w/SA fire
resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA ?BC) and 1 SKS rifle and an und amt of documents CIA,

¥. 181708 BR819705 D/1/503 engaged movement to their
front w/SA and rec'd SA fire in rtn, A search of thearea resulted in 60 rucksacks
and 1 75mm RR rd CIA,

M. 191228 BS828054 B/2/503 rec'd 20 rds of AK47 fire and
2-3 rds M79 fire from the NW, SA fire was returned and artv employed. Area searched
w/neg results.

X. 191245 BR816707 D/1/503 engaged 5 VC/NVA armed w/3
carbines, 1 AK47 and 1 M16, with negative results,

Y. 202001 BR886738 A/1/79 engaged 1 NV! w/SA fire re-
sulting in 1 NVA XIA (BC). At 2040H the element reconned the area by fire result-
ing in 2 NVA KIA (BC) and 1 SA (Chicom) rifle CIA, Spooky was on station and sus-
pended in support of the contact,

Z. 221640 BR824709 C/1/503 rec'd SA fire resulting in 1
US WHA, SA fire was returned and the area searched w/neg results,

A. 230600 BR956981 A/2/503 engaged 1 VC resulting in 1
VC XIA (BC) and 1 M6 w/a full mag and 40 rds, 2 M26 HG's CIA, A search of the
area produced 5 detainees.

B. 231945 BR975982 A/2/503 received an unk amt of frag
grenades, 2205H elemeit rec'd 1 more frag grenade. Element rtn'd fire w/SA w/und
results,

G. 241205 FSB Corregidor 2/503 rec'd SA fire and mort rds
fm theS fm an est VC sqd, Fire was rtn'd w/SA & AW and 4.2 mort's, Gunships ex-
pended in the area. The contact broke at 1213H w/enemy fleeing S. The area was
searched w/neg enemy cas and 1 US WHA,

D. 251840 BS915051 B/1/503 made contact w/2 VC and SA
fire was exchanged., The VC evaded into the wo-~iline, resulting in 1 US WHA.
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E. 251320 BR956999 A/2/503 made contact w/est 2 VC sqds.
SA/AW fir: was exchanged resulting in 10 VC KIA (BC). Neg US casualties,

F. 251338 BS947007 D/2/503 made contact w/est 6 VC and
SA fire was exchanged, Element searched area w/neg results,

G. 251340 BS963005 A/2/503 made contact w/und size
enemy force and rec'd fire fm the NW, SE and E, Fire was retumed w/SA and gunships
and arty supported the contact. The area was searched w/neg results,

H. 251400 BS947007°'D/2/503 rec'd light SA fire from a
woodline, SA fire was returned and gunships supported the contact. The area was
searched w/neg results,

I. 261940 BS902036 A/1/503 amb enroute to amb site hit
a booby trap and rec'd fire fm AK47 & M79 resulting in 5 US WHA. The laager site
at BS905036 also rec'd AK47 and M79 fire resulting in 2 US WHA, Fire was rtn'd
w/und results,

J. 291200 BS879179 C/2/503 sighted 6 VC/NVA w/wpns
and made contact at 1240H at BS872176 resulting in neg US cas, 3 VC KIA (BC) and
7 VC suspects detained,

K. During the period 1-31 August 1968 there were 11 in-
cidents on the perimeter at LZ English including 1 mortar eattack which resulted in
9 UH-1H damaged slight to moderate and 1 US WHA for the period there were 6 WHA,

1 US and 5 ARWN,

2. September:

A, 020625 BR915986 D/1/503 engaged 4 indiv w/SA fire
resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC), 1 NVA PW and 2 VC PW, Indiv were armed w/M-26 HG's
and carried a total of $41,960 VN currency.

h. 030935 BS692080 CSF Co 222 made contact w/est VC plt.
Arty supported the contact which was broken at 0950H when the enemy fled N, CSF
element re-established contact at 1009H at BS69,008. Contact reaulted in 1 CSF
WHA and und enemy results.

Sa. 040145 BR895720 A/1/503 amb engaged an esbt 6 VC/NVA
w/SA supported by 4.2 mtr, resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC).

‘e 041900 BR891814 A/1/503 amb engaged an est VC sqd
resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC),

061700 BS859157 C/1/69 engaged an est VC sqd w/SA
fire resulting in 1 VC KIA (VC), 4 VC suspects (WIA) detained, 1 AK-47 CIA, 4
Chicom HG's CIA, 1 US carbine CIA, and 1 M-16 bayonet CIA, Area was serrched and
18 additional VC suspects were detained for interrogation.

L. 071030 BS867058 B/2/503 engaged 4 VC w/SA fire re-
sulting in 1 VC KIA (BC), other VC (WIA) fled in und direction.

. 081237 BS884056 B/2/503 engaged 3 VC resulting in
1 VC KIA (BC). The other 2 VC evaded the area to the SE, Arty was fired and the
area was searched vw/neg results,

b, 081630 BS669052 C/2/503 engaged movement in the brush
resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC) and 1 magasine of AK-47 ammo CIA,

10

CONF IDENT AL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVBE-SC/MHD 15 November 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

1. 082055 LZ English perimeter defense rec'd SA fire
and AW fire and und type mtr fire., Counter mtr fire was fired and Spooky supported
w/und enemy results. Contact broke at 2205H,

. 080215 BR896721 A/1/69 amb mads contact w/an est 15
VC, SA fire and HG's were exchanged resulting in 1 US WHA, The V© troke contact
ard flad to the NW. The area was searched w/neg enemy results,

k. 090040 BS879063 B/2/503 amb sight:d and .engeged
rovenent to their front resuiting in 1 US KIA, Indiv was checking security of the
amb when WIA, Dustoff was requested and indiv died on the dustoff helicopter.

1. 091335 BS659021 C/2/503 made contact w/8 VC ard SA
fire eas exchanged resulting in 1 US WIA, 8imm mtr was fired in support and 1 rd
was eractic resulting in 2 US WIA., Dustoff was requested and completed at 1406H,

R 091230 BS88142 C/1/503 engaged 1 indiv running from
the area w/SA fire resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC). Indiv was approx 35 jrs old w/no
identification.

n. 091400 BS868141 C/1/69 made contact w/est 12 VC
armed w/AK-47 and carbine hiding in bunker., This action resulted in 8 VC KIA (BC)
and neg US cas, The remaining VC evaded the area., There were 12 bunkers in the
area w/36" OHC, 1 of these was destroyed by the element

9. 091600 BS830109 C/1/503 engaged VC w/SA fire result..
ing in 2 VC KIA (BC) and 2 M-26 HG's CIA., Indiv was approx 25-30 rrs old. Docu~
ments captured indicated he was a security agent.

p- 110705 BS665014 €/2/503 made contact w/und amount of
VC resulting in 2 US WIA and 1 VC KIA (BC), .45 cal pistol, 1 nistol belt, 1 bayonet,
and 1 first aid pack CIA, The enemy broke contact and then fled N.

q. 111034 BS690002 C/2/503 engaged 6 VC moving C w/SA
resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC)T The enemy broke contact and fled “W.

I. 121635 BS869106 C/1/69 enzaged 4 indiv w/SA fire who
were running from the area resulting in 4 detainees. (2 detainees wounded). The
2 wounded were extractad 13 Sep for questioning and classification.

8. 121738 BR826805 A/1/6) sighted 2-25 VC wearing blk
PJ's, moving N and engaged them w/90mm tank fire, SA, and arty w/und results, Ele
will continue the sweep of the area at BMNT,

t. 151918 BSB58095 D/1/503 moved into laager site and en-
gaged 2 VC on trail w/SA fire. Results were 1 VC WIA, Indiv evaded the area by
fleeing N, Indiv wore blk PJ's and had SA,

u. 150043 BR804948 A/1/503 rec'd 12 frag grenades re-
sulting in 1 US WHA (slightly). SA fire returned and arty fired w/und results,

Y- 150856 BR815914_engaged 1 VC fleeing the area w/SA
fire resulting in 1 innocent civilian WIA, Indiv was dusted off to Qui VNhon for
medical treatment,

151012 BR821°19 A/2/503 engaged 1 VC fleeing the area

w/SA fire resulting in 1 V% KIA (BC). Ele detained 2 VC suspects. Indiv extracted
and were classified as in-ocent civilians,

1

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENT I AL

AVBE-SC/MHD 15 November 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

X. 160956 BR827937 A/2/503 engaged 1 VC suspect fleeing
the area resulting in 1 VC suspect WIA, Indiv was dusted off for medical treatment
to Qui Nhon before questioning could be comvleted. Indiv i1s unclassified,

Y. 190945 BS866088 D/1/503 made contact w/5 VC and SA/AW
fire was exchanged resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC). The enemy broke contact and fled W,
Ele pursued w/neg results, There were no US casualties.

Z. 191000 BS881095 B/1/69 w/NP entered a village. The
NP engaged 1 indiv fleeing the area resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC).

A. . 1720937 BR804916 A/2/503 rec'd dpprox 300 rds of Ak-47,
SA and M-79 rds from the E resulting in 1 US WHA (slightly). Gunships were requested
and expended in the area of the enemy psn w/und resuts.

B. 191434 BR804912 A/2/503 rec'd SA fire from an est VC
8qd loc to the S resulting in 2 US WHA, Dustoff was completed w/o incicent. Ele
checked the area w/neg results., Ele returned fire and gunships expended in the area.

C. 191557 B:977983 D/2/503 rec'd SA fire from an est 4
VC loc to the S, Ele returned the fire and searched the area resulting in 5 VC
suspects being held, Indiv were extracted and 4 were classified as civil defendants,
and 1 is unclassified.

D. 200500 BS820092 D/1/503 moved S to search the village
of Hoi Phu, They were spotted by 2 trail watchers, Indiv were engaged resulting
in 1 VC KIA (BC). Neg US casualties.

E. 200755 BR268293 B/2/503 rec'd SA fire from an est 3
VC. Indiv were engaged resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC). The rest of the force fled SW
and evaded the area,

F. 211150 BR300620 LRP Tm "D" amb 2 NVA resulting in 2
NVA WIA CIA, Ele captured 2 rucksacks, web gear, and 1 SKS rifle. The final re-
sult of this contact is 1 NVA KIA (BC), and 1 NVA PW,

G, 221755 BS860160 D/1/503 rec'd light AK-47 fire and
possible M-79 rds, Ele engaged 3 VC w/SA resulting in 1 VC WIA (Pqss). Arty vas
fired on the enemy psn and the area searched w/neg results. Neg US casualties,

H. 221925 BS869172 D/1/503 moved to amb site engaged
est 5 VC resulting in 2 VC KIA (BC), 1 M1 carbine and 1 bag of documents CIA.
The KIA's wvere approx 19 yrs old.

I. 231025 BS871169 D/1/503 in contact w/est VC Co and
SA/AW fire was exchanged. Arty and gunships supported the contact w/und results.
There were 3 US WIA and dusteff was completed w/o incident at 1104H,

J. 231650 BR833633 D/1/503 rec'd a report from 2/1 Cav
of 15 bunkers w/enemy troops inside. ZEle moved to check and made contact w/unk
sise enemy force resulting in 2 US KIA and 1 US WIA, Indiv wvas dusted off, Gun-
ships were called in w/unk results, N

« 231116 BR784909 D/2/503 engaged an est 4-5 VC w/SA
fire. VC returned fire w/SA & HG's resulting in 1 US WHA, Ele checked the area
v/neg results,

L. 231610 BR201304 C/1/503 rear security engaged 3 NVA,
armed w/AK-47's & M-79 fire. Ele searched the area and found heavy blood trails.
Neg US casualties and und enemy results,
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M. 241038 BR833633 D/1/503 engaged an est NVA Co in
bunkers w/SA, MG & AW, The Co rec'd heavy AW/SA fire. At 1120H the Co w/drew
to allow airstrikes and arty fire in the enemy psn., There were 2 US WHA and 1 US
KHA in this contact. The 2 US WHA were dusted of w/o incident. Enemy results were
unk.

N. 241230 BR8796 Hqs 2/503 1 ton vehicle driver engaged
1 VC w/SA fire resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC),

0. 251430 B3952006 C/2/503 engeged 5 VC w/SA fire fleeing
the village area resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC)., Indiv was dressed in blk PJ's and
approx 30 yrs old. Villapers said 15-20 VC had fled E from the village earlier,

. P. 250002 BR892594 A/1/69 and A/1/503 ree'd 6-8 rds of
unk type mtr fire in area resulting in 1 US KHA-and 2 US WHA, Tank fire was em-
vloyed against the enemy psn w/und results, Dust off was completed for the 2 WIA's
w/o incident,

. % 251010 BR786668 LRP Tm E engaged 3 VC/NVA w/SA fire
resulting in 2 VC/NVA KIA (BC) and 1 AK-47 and 1 rucksack CIA.

R. 261035 BR165550 C/1/503 in contact w/unk size enemy
force and SA/AW fire was exchanged resulting in 6 US WHA and 6 VC/NVA KIA (BC).
Contact broke at 1135H,

S. 261140 BR817654 C/1/503 in heavy contact w/est rein-
forced Co and SA/AW fire was exchanged resulting in 3 US KIA and 7 US WHA, There
were 10 VC/NVA KIA (BC), 4 AK-47's, 1 RPD MG, and 300 12.7 ammo CIA,

I. 270700 BR813650 C/1/503 engaged a 3 man NVA OP re-
sulting in 1 NVA KIA (BC) and 1 AL-47 CIA. The 2 NVA remaining evaded the area in
unk direction.

O. 271625 BR804667 C/1/503 made contact w/unk size enemy
force and rec'd heavy SA/AW fire and iG's, Els rptd enemy dragging away bodies to
the NW, There were 3 US KIA and 14 US WHA as a result of this contact, 9 US WHA
were evacuated by dust off to LZ Uplift at 2250H. The main contact broke at 1845H.
Harassing fire continued throughout the night.

¥. 270806 BR928981 C/2/503 engaged 1 VC approaching their
psn w/SA fire resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC), 1 AK-47 CIA,

W. 271845 BR927996 C/2/503 amb engaged an est 4 VC/NVA
wearing khakis and carrying rucksacks/wpns and SA, The enemy fled and ele pursued
and followed 1 VC/NVA to a bunker. Ele threw 3 HG's and the bunker collapsed re-
sulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (Poss).

X. 271345 BR819637 A/1/503 made contact w/unk size enemy
force and SA/AW fire was exchanged. Contact broke at 1500H w/1 VC/NVA KIA (BC) and
neg US casualties. Ele searched the area and found 2 B-40 boosters, 2 NVA Pro-
tective masks, 7 Chicom HG, 3 entreching tools, 1 Pick (VC), und amt of rucksacks,
and misc documents and clothing. )

Y. 271545 BR806668 C/1/503 made contact w/unk size enemy
force rgsulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC) and 1 rucksack CIA.

Z. 272355 BRB08B662 C/1/503 platoon attempted to reach the
‘downed helicopter in this area, but were forced back by heavy ground fire. Ele re-
turned - their N/L w/o casualties. The Co rptd many NVA were killed in in the con-
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tact that at 1445H as est 30 NVA KIA (POss) as a result of the action. The Co saw
many bodies being dragged away by the enemy as a result of the airstrikes, aity and
SA fimo

aa. 281525 BRB06668 D/1/503 captured 1 NVA PW suffering
from sickness, Indiv was dressed in green fatigues and said he was a 20 yr old
I(NAS Indiv died at 1600H before he could be extracted and questiomed. 1 NVA KIA
BC),

bb. 281105 BR920997 C/2/503 made contar. w/eat 6 VC
and SA/AW fire was exchanged. TheVC broke contact at 1100H and £led N. The ele
searched the area and found 1 VN boy w/frag wounds. Indiv was extracted for medical
treatmen . There were neg US casualties and neg enemy results.

gg. 281345 BR783910 D/2/503 rec'd 1 burst of AK-47 fire
from 1 VC/NVA loc to the W, Ele returned fire w/SA/AW and searched the area w/neg
results., There was 1 US WHA as a result of this contact. Indiv was dusted off.

dd. 291110 BR784490 D/3/503 ele rec'd SA/AW fire and
M-79 rds resulting in 1 US WHA, AW/SA fire was returned and the area searched
v/neg results,

88. 291345 BR854940 D/2/503 ele made contact w/est 4
VC/NVA armed w/AK-47 and carbines and rec'd approx 150 rds of SA fire resulting in
neg US casualties. Ele returned fire and a search of the area was conducted w/neg
results, Ele found a sleeping area for 3 persons and a tunnel and 3 bunkers that
could hold 3 indiv each, The bunkers were destroyed.

Lf. 291905 BR939981 C/2/503 rec'd 1ight SA fire from est
4 VC loc in a house. Ele returned fire w/light organics and the VC broke contact
and fled N, Ele checked the area w/neg results. Thers were 9 VN Civ WHA and 1
Civ KIA, Dust off was completed at 1930H for the wounded. The contact broke at
1905H w/neg US casualties,

3. October:

8. 021730 BR957840 A & B/1/69 received fire from a vila
lage and engaged unknown number of VC, who were running from the area, which resul-
ted in 6 VC KIA (BC) and 2 VC suspects detained. Individuals were extracted for
questioning and are unclassified.

b. 031235 BR792697 B/1/503 observed 5 VC/NVA with weapons
and rucksacks, Elements moved closer and engaged them with SA fire resulting in 1l
VC/NVA KIA (BC) and 2 rucksacks and 1 AK-47 CIA,

g+ 030933 BR951852 A/1/69 engaged 1 VC running from the
area with SA fire resulting in 1 VC WHA, Individual was extracted for medical
treatment and died at approx 1030H. 1 VC KIA (BC).

4. 040930 BR78968/ B/1/503 made contact with unknown sisze
VC force and SA fire was exchanged resulting in 1 US WHA, VC broke contact and
evaded the area in an unk direction, Dust off was completed without incident.

4. 051125 BR788693 B/1/503 made contact with estimated

45 VC/NVA, Arty, 3 gunships, end 1 airstrike were employed. The contact broke at
2137H resulting in 1 NVA KIA (BC) and 1 AK-47 CIA.
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£. 061107 BR823706 E/1/503 engaged 1 NVA resulting in
1 NV WHA CIA, The element also CIA 1 rucksack and 2 Chicom HG's, The PW was
extracted for medical treatment and questioning and has been classified as a NVA
P¥, Indiv was extracted to Qui Nhon before interrogation could be completed.

g. 061900 BR889945 LRP Tm "E" made ccntact with 5 VC
and the Tm rec'd approx 20 rds of AW fire and 15-rds of SA fire. The Tm returned
the fire and moved to the E and N, Arty was-fired in the area and the Tm evaded
vw/o incident.

h. 071215 BR934855 C/1/69 rec'd SA fire. Element moved
to check the area and rec'd 2 bursts of AK-47 fire and 2 Hi's, Fire was returned
w/90mm tank fire with neg results.

1. 070620 BR894947 LRP Tm "E" made contact w/est 3 VC
resulting in 1 US WHA (slightly) and 2 VC KIA (BC) and 1 SKS CIA. Arty was fired
into the area to allow the team to break the contact.

J. 081254 BR890885 C/2/503 engaged 3 VC w/M-60 MG fire
and checked the area resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC) and 1 M-26 HG CIA,

k. 092015 BR945849 C/1/69 and E/17 Cav element rec'd
heavy AW fire and M-79 rds from the N resulting in 2 US KHA, Element returned
90um tank fire, SA/AW fire and arty was fired in support of the contact. The contat
broke at 2035H w/und enemy results.

1. 091850 LZ English BS8801 rec'd 18 rds of mortar fire
resulting in 1 US WHA (slightly) from 61 AHC. There were / helicopters damaged in
the attack and extent of damage is unk. The 74th Inf LRP element observed enemy
mortar flashea at BR845995 and arty and gunships fired into the area w/und results.

m. Ren/2/503 engaged an estimated NVA squad carrying
SA veapons. The action resulted in 2 NVA KIA (BC). The contact broke at 1955H,

D. 111015 BR794919 LRP Tm "B" engaged 4 VC w/neg results,
2 VC fleeing S, Arty A0 from 203 RAC adjusted arty on VC and Tm checked area and
found misc equipment and documents, There were many blood trails in the area.

9. 110950 BR698605 D/1/503 rec'd SA fire from the N & 8
resulting in 1 US KIA, The unit returned fire and checked the area w/neg results,

p. 111425 BR686637 C/1/503 rec'd 5 rds of SA fire from
the S resulting in 1 US WHA, Unit returned fire and checked the area with neg
results.

g. 121518 BS965013 Ren team 1/2/503 rec'd a heavy volume
of SA/AW fire from a platoon size enemy force. The team returned fire and artil-
lery fired in support of the contact. Gunships expended in the area and airstrikes
were employed w/und results, A reaction force from B/2/503 was committed and landed
in the area at 1635H, The contact broke at 1527H w/neg friendly cas.

I. 120915 BR902848 A/1/503 engaged 2 VC w/SA fire result-
ing in 1 VC KIA (BC), The other VC evaded the area to the SW,

- 8. 121330 BR926754 B/1/69 v/2/40 ARVN sighted 3 VC with
weapons and called for arty, Arty was fired and element moved to sweep the area.

At 1550H the element rec'd SA fire and returned fire with SA/AW and 90mm tank fire.
The contact broke at 1600H w/neg friendly casualties and neg enemy results,
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'1. 121200 BR57480/ LRP Tm "E" rec'd SA fire from an unk
size enety force and the the team returned fire resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC),

¥. 131510 BR686637 C/1/503 rec'd SA fire from 2 VC
vhile on the LZ resulting in 3 US WHA, Dust off was corpleted at 1610H w/o inci-
dent, w/gunships firing suppressive fire.

Y. 130945 BR918790 E/17 Cav OPCON made contact w/est 4
VC armed v/Ak-47's resulting in US WHA, Arty was fired in support of the contact
which broke at 0950H w/neg enemy results.

¥. 131015 BR911765 B/1/69 engaged 20 VC w/90ma tank fire
and checked the area w/neg results.

Z. 141115 BS865025 B/2/503 engaged 1 VC w/SA fire result-
ing in 1 VC KIA (BC).

Y. 150950 BR693615 C/1/503 rec'd 6 rds of SA fire from
the NW of the laager site resultingin 1 US WHA, &Element returned fire and searched
the area w/neg results,

3. 151418 BR885955 D/2/503 engaged 3 VC/NVA resulting
in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC) and misc equipment and documents CIA, Documents indicated
indiv was from NVA.

A, 170515 B3885009 B/2/503 ambush engaged est 6 VC re-
sulting in 1 VC KIA (BC) and 1 M-26 HG CIA, The other 5 VC broke contact and fled
N leaving blood trails,

B. 181025 BS872033 B/2/503 engaged 4 VC w/SA fire result-
ing in 1 VC KIA (BC), The VC broke contact at 1027H and fled W, Element pursued
resulting in finding of 1 VC KIA (BC). At 1040H total results were 2 VC KIA (BC)
and neg US casualties. .

C. 191135 BS846025 B/2/503 engaged 3 VC moving SE on a
trail w/SA/AW fire resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC). Arty was employed in support of the
contact and the contact broke at 1140H w/neg US casualties.

D. 190830 BS7023 LRP Tm "F" engaged an . .d size enenmy
force resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC)., Team evaded the area while being pursued by
the enemy and moved to 15697225 where the team was extracted at 1210H w/o incident,

E. 200800 BS853208 U/2/503 engaged 4 VC suspects who re-
fused to halt resulting in 2 VC suspects detained and 1 VC KIA (BC). The indiv
were extracted for questioning, 1 detainee carried documents which may indicate
indiv is an NVA,

F. 211230 BR790974 C/2/503 rec'd SA fire from est 10
VC located to the E of the company. Unit returned fire and arty was employed in
support of the contact. The contact broke at 1255H resulting in 1 US WHA and und
enemy results.

G. 221145 BS858190 D/2/503 rec'd SA fire from the S re-
sulting in 1 NP KIA and 2 NP WHA, Dust off and gunships were requested. At 1210H
the unit rec'd SA fire from 100-115m N of their position. The contact broke at
1218H with neg US cas, Arty was employed and subsequent search of the area re-
sulted in neg findings.
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H, 221400 BR5355 helicopter flying at 1200 ft rec'd approx
100 rds of SA fire resulting in 3 hits and minor damage to the A/C., The A/C landed
at An Khe w/o incident.

I. 231500 BS863026 B/2/503 elements engaged 2 VC re-
sultirg in 1 VC WIA, The VC fled W and the element followed a bloak trail to a
sleeping area for 10 individuals, The area wrs searched resulting in 1 carbine
round, a diary and miscellaneous clothing, 1 plastic anti-personnel mine and mis-
cellaneous documents, The area appeared to haove been used to make propaganda post-
ers. All items were extracted,

J. 240915 BS668016 Ren 2/503 rec!d fire from an est VC
squad, The element returned {ire and requested gnships to support the contact,
613t AHC gunships expended in the area on suspected enemy positions and the Ren
team searched the arca resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC),

K. 261455 BR833735 C/1/503 found a fresh E-W trail that
was 3= feet wide and cec'd SA fire from the N from an est 2 VC, The unit returned
fire and checked the area reswlting in 3 hammocks, 2 gal salad oil and approx 100
D batteries CIA,

L. 260815 B850170 C/2/503 engaged 3 VC w/SA fire result-
ing in 1 VC KIA (BC), 1 AK-47 and blasting caps CIA, The 2 remaining VC fled S with
element in pursuit. At 0908, C/2/503 en-aged 1 VC resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC),

M. 260905 BS858191 A/2/503 engaged 4 VC suspects armed
with 1 weapon and moving W with results of 1 VC suspect WIA and detained. Element
pursued the remaining 3 VC W w/neg results, The VC suspact was extracted for medical
treatment snd questioning. : :

N. 261830 Bn907858 61 Avn Mini Cav gunships enggged the
enemyw/Mi fire resulting in 2 VC KIA (BC). The mini Cav fired in support of a 40th
ARVN road security element returning to LZ Ollie that rec'd fire from est VC squai.
The cortact broke at 1850H v/neg friendly cas and 2 7C KIA (BC).

0. 281250 BR824717 C/1/50 engaged 3 VC/NVA in a bunker,
resulting in 3 VC/NVA KIA (BC).

P. 281355 BR823717 C/1/503 rec'd sniper fire from 1 VC/NVA
in a cave, Fire was returned w/SA/AW fire, Action resulted in 1 US KHA, 2 US WHA
and und enemy results, g

Q. 291500 BS864136 C/2/505 engaged 10 VC/NVA, SA/AW
fire was exchanged. Enemy fled S w/und cas. Elemen. found several tlood trails.

R. 291735 BR823716 C/1/503 found and engaged 1 VC/NVA
resulting in 1 VC WHA CIA, PW died of wounds before he could be extracted and is
being carried as 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC).

, S. 301700 BS877121 C/2/503 sighted one male 25-30 yrs old.
He was ?ha.}lenged and refused to halt, He was engaged w/small arms resulting in 1
VC KIA (BC).

T. 301745 BS886157 A/3/503 rec'd an und amount of SA fire
from the N resulting in neg US and 1 civ WIA, M-79, Bimm and SA fire was returned.
The woman, hit in field of fire, stated that there were 4-5 VC armed w/AK-47's, M-16's,
M-79's and M-26 HG's, At 1800 the 81lmm section saw 5-6 VC/NVA in the area for a
moment but were unable to observe arms or equipment,
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U. 212346 BS862016 Ren 2/503 sighted 10-14 individuals
moving towards their position, The enemy force was engaged w/claymores, HG's, and
M-79 fire. No fire was returned. Illumination was fired and 2 bodies were obgerved.
The team checked the area of incident and found 5 VC KIA (BC), 2 AK-47's, 1 M-79 end
assorted clothing CIA,

Y. 311805 BS861133 C/2/503 sighted and engaged 1 VC/NVA
resulting in 1 VC/NVA WIA., Blood trails were followed w/neg results. Element also
found and dest:royed 3 unk type booby-traps.

W, 311850 BS890100 C/2/503 engaged 12 VC moving S. Unit
maneuvered against 6 VC w/Eontact breaking at 1910H, There were neg friendly and
unk enemy cas,

X. 310950 BS659009 LRP Tm "B" engaged an und size enemy
force w/SA fire and CS resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC) and neg friendly cas, In the area
the team found a cave large eneocugh to hold 10-12 individuals. The entire complex
accomdates 1 company, Element foundand destroyed food stuffs and NVA uniforms,

KIA vas a montagnard VC w/no weapon.

(c¢) Enemy Disposition:

UNIT EST STRENGTH PROBABLE LOCATION
AUWG  SEPT OCT AW SEPT oCT
NT3 NVA Division 4950 4950 5750 BS2552 BS2552 PS2552
2d VC Regt 900 900 900 BS3859 BS3859 BS3859
93d Bn/2d VC Regt 100 100 100 SW Quang SW Quang SW Quang
Ngai (P) Ngai (P) Ngai (P)
95th Bn/2d VC Regt 00 100 100 SW Q S¥ Quan 3W Quang
Ngas (P Ngai (P§ Ngai (P)
97th Bn/2d BC Regt 15 150 150 SW Qu SW Quan SW Quang
Ngai (P Ngai (P§ Ngai (P)
18th NVA Regt 540 540 1340 CRO75% BR7562 BR7363
7th Bn/18th NVA Regt 100 100 390 CR0945 BR8472 BR8575
8th Bn/18th NVA Regt 00 100 340 BR&162 BR7354 BR7255
9th Bn/18th NVA Regt 160 160 225 CRO04LS BR8461 BR7866
224 NVA Regt %5 1065 1065 SW Quang SW Qu SW Quan
Ngai (P) Ngai (P Ngai (P
7th Bn/22d NVA Regt 185 185 185 Sw Q SW Quang SW Quang
Ngai (P vgai (P) Ngai (P)
8th Bn/22d NVA Regt 200 200 200 SW Quang SW Quang SW Quang
Ngai (P) Ngai (P) Ngai (P)
9th Bn/22d NVA Regt 300 300 300 SW Quang SW Quan, SW Quang
Neal (P)  Ngai (B)  Ngai (P)
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UNIT EST STRENGTH RO LOCATION

AG  SEFT  QCT Al SEFT oct
D Co, 4Oth Sapper Bn 120 65 65 BS9202 BS8510 BS8305
XC II LF Bn 155 155 155 BS9301 BS9301 BS9599
300th Sapper Bn 200 200 165 CR1532 CR1532 BR9854
50th LF Bn 150 150 150 CR1133 CR0949 CR0949

(2) Operation Dan Hoa

(a) Enemy Situation:

1. Disposition: AO Bolling is located north and west of
Tuy Hoa City. The major enemy force close enough to have influence within the

Bolling area of operations continues to be the 5th NVA Division, with an estimated
strength of 5,200 men. Curently located in the general location of BQ 8920, The
5th NVA Division has two subordinate regiments, the 18B operates to the south of
our A0 in the Nha Trang area, and has recently been Thvolved with elements of the
"White Horse™ ROK Division, suffering heavy casualties,

The 95th NVA Regiment suffered heavy losses during the TET offensive in the
Battle of Tuy Hoa North (see 173d Airborne Brigade CAAR) and withdrew to the west
to receive replacements and train, It appeared next on 5 April at BQ 0943, and
had its 4th and 6th Battalions soundly Leaten by a combined ARVN/FOK Task Force,
After this second defeat, the 95th again withdrew to the mountains and jungles to
the west.,

On 11 July a captured document indicated that the 95th NVA Regiment and its
4th and 5th Battalions had moved further west into Cambodia for resupply and to
conduct a training cycle, leaving the 6th Bn as & gtay-behind element in AO Bolling.
"he current strength of the 6th Bn,95th Kegiment 1s estimated at 500, It is ex-
pected that the 95th NVA Regiment will return to AQ Bollig in November from its
Cambodian base camps,

The 30th MF Bn, with a strength of 140, is subordinate to the 5th Division and
continues to vperate in A0 Bolling, It is currently operating in squad-sized "samer"
units, being targcted against military installations in Ph: Yen Province, particu-
larly in Phu Hiep. Since August, the 47th Regiment, 2°d Infantry Division (ARVN)
has had two contacts with the 85th LF Bn, resulting in 74 enemy KIA (BC),

Thus, the following units are located within the Tuy Hoa area or close enough
to have influence within the Dan Hoa area of operations:

8. HQ, 5th NVA Division

b. 6th Bn/95th NVA Regiment
c. 30th MF Bn

d. 85th M Bn

e. Di=7 LF Company

f. Dk-9 LF Company
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During August and September, enemy. activity was generally light in AO Bolling,
which added credence to earlier reports of the 95th NVA Regiment's moving west to
train and receive replacements. A prisoner captured by the 4th Infantry Division
indicated that the 95th NVA Regimental Haadquarters and its 4th and 5th Battalions
had relocated in the Duc Lap area, close to or into the Cambodian border.

The 6th Bn, 95th NVA Regiment continued to operate in A0 Bolling and in Sep-
tember conducted company-sized harassment attacks, for the most part designed to
keep Rmpublic of Vietnam forces from protectirg the civilian rice harvests so that
the 6th Battalion's own rice supply might be supplemented, These attacks were not
successful,

The 30th MF Battalion continued to remain out of contact, south of AO Bolling
in the ROK- area of operations, The 85th LF Bn continued its haras:sment atfacks
along Highways QL 1 and 68 and conducted rice-gathering operations but, as pre-
viously mentioned, suffered substantial losses at the hands of the 47th ARVN Regi-
ment,

In October activity remained light, with the major elements of the 95th NVA
Regiment continuing to remain along the Cambodian border. Low level agent rerorts,
however, indicate thgl the 95th NVA Regimental Headquarters, with its subordinate
4th and 5th Battalions, will return to the Bolling area of operation within the
next 30 to 60 days. The 6th Battalion 95th NVA ggi.nent continued its harassment
attacks against the rice harvest and traffic along Highways QL 1 and 68 as did the
85th LF Bn, The 30th MF Bn remained out of contact snuth of AO Bolling, in the ROK
area of operations,

The most significant allied achievement was the 27 October discovery of a hos-
pital complex at BQ 9356 by elements of the 4th Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry. The complex,
100 meters in diamerer, included beds, medical supplies, seven NVA rucksacks and a
FOW from the 5th Bn 95th NVA Regiment, who was a patient in the hospital. loss of
this facility will be a severe setback for VC/NVA forces, as this hos-ital is re-
portedly the only one in Phu Yen Province capable of surgicel operations.

2. Peculiarities and Weaknesses:

8. The enemy supply system flows from west to east and
can best be interdict-d on the western edge of PHU YEN Province, The enemy's lo~
gistics system is currently operating at a marginal level, thus the indications
of a move by the 95th NVA Regiment to the west. The majo} weakness of the enemy
has been his inability to sustain contact due to their marginal logistics system.

b. The success of US, ARVN and RK operations from Jan-
uary through October makes the VC/NVA vulnerable to phychological warfare, especially
as the enemy continues to be prone to hunger and personal illness through both sus-
tained living in the jungle environment and a marginal logistics system.

¢. The enemy continues to be vulnerable to air and artil-
lery retaliation, aerial observation and photography, intermittent artillery firing,
APD and Red Haze readings,

3. Enemy Capabilities:

8. The enemy can be expected to continue harassment,
terrorist and base camp and installation infiltration, making full use of sapper-
type units, The enemy is also capable of attacking population centers and allied
installations in reinforced battalion strength, utilising the 6th Bn 95th NVA Reg-
iment and the 85th LF Bn, Principal targets are TUY HOA nrison, bridges south of
TUY HOA City district headquarters and allied airfields.
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b. The enemy will continue to rebuld their units throygh
infiltration, iavoluntary conscription, native recruitment and kidnepping of civil-
iana of fighting age, common laborers and specialist (doctors and nurses).

¢. The enemy can be expected to attempt company or per-
haps battalion-sized attacks, reinforced by local forces, on weakly-defended dis-
trict headquarters and out-posts, as a victory for propaganda means.

d. The enemy can be expected to continue interdiction
of communication lines, mining of primary and secondary routes of travel, sabotage
operations and small-scale overations against such targets as the bridge at CQ
201351, as this is the primary crossing across the SONG BA River at TUY HOA City,

8. In line with a continuing country-wide emphasis, the
enemy can be expected to employ saprer-type units, their primary mission con-
" tinuing' to be infiltrationg the TUY HOA and PHU HEIP airbases, with the mission of
destroying allied airplanes, helicopters and equipment.

£. It is,expected that VC/NVA tax collecting and rice-
gathering activity will increase in the TUY HOA arca of operations with the com-
ing rice harvest,

g. Combat Efficlency: The suspected re-entry of the
95th NVA Regimental Headquarters and its subordinate 4th and 5th Battelions sug-
gests that large-scale multi-Lattalion attacks are probable in the future, ns it
is likely that large-scale mult:.-battlaiocn attacks are probable in the future, as
it is likely that replacements have heen obtained and trained and that more effic-
ient logistical chain will have been estabtlished. It is also likely that the 95th
Regiment wil) return with a 122mm rocket capacity. Emphasis will also continue to
remain on sapper-type units conducting missions for the purpose of destroying or
damaging allied airplanes, helicopters and equipment at TUY HOA Air Force Base and
other principal targets. Ther: type of attacks can also come in the form of mor-
tar and recoilless rifle fire, as this causes considerable damapge to vital equip-
ment and a minimum of enemy forces are employed to perform such missions,

(v) Significant Contacts:

1. August:

a. 011805 BQ835785 A/4/503 made contact w/1 VC armed
with SA, SA fire was exchanged and indiv fled W leaving a blood trail, Thr trail
was followed w/neg results. -

b. 061100 BQ987554 B/./503 received SA fire from approx
6 indiv's, Fire was returned w/SA and arty employed. There were neg enemy casual-
ties and 2 US WIA evacuated.

¢, 080925 BQ960525 C/4/503 engaged 1 VC/NVA w/SA fire
resulting in 1 VC/NVA YIA (BC) and 1 M1 rifle, 1 M-26 HG, $640 (VYN)-and a small amt
of documents CIA,

d. 111123 €Q012503 C/4/503 engaged 1 NVA w/SA rcsulting
in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC), and 1 54S rifle, 1 rucksack and 1 hammock CIA,

e. 111440 CQO45/47 A/4/503 made contact w/est 3 VC
and engaged them w/SA, AW, The VC fled and the area searched resulting in 1 S5KS
rifle CIA.

£. 111521 CQ045420 Recon 4/503 made contact w/unk size
VC force resulting in 2 VC KIA (BC) and 1 Chicom HG CIA.
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Z. 122200 CQ041488 D/16 Armor rec'd 3-4 M-79 rds fm the
N resulting in 1 US WHA slightly; fire was returned w/neg results,

he 121445 CQ035482 B/4/503 found a sqd size rest area
and observed 2 weapons and a hammock in a tree and moved to check the area, Elem
rec'd AW fire from 3 indiv and engaged w/SA resulting in 2 VC KIA (BC) and 3 M1
carbines CIA,

1. 150240 CQ046437 A/4/503 made contact w/und size
enemy force employing SA/AW and HG. Fire was returned w/und enemy results and 1
US WHA not evacuated.

J. 150950 BQ985572 LRP Tm 12 engaged 4 VC w/SA & AW
resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC), 1 Russian 7.62mm pistol, 1 rucksack and 1 M-26 HG CIA,

Ko 151940 CQ055413 A/4/503 establisked contact w/poss
Co sized enery force and was reinforced by D/16. Arty, gunships and spoocky were
employed and contact broke at 2045H, There were 5 US WHA and neg enemy results,

1. 151945 CQ044/432 E/4/503 rec'd 2-3 rds of (poss)
60mm mort and SA fire. Fire was returned resulting in 2 VC KIA (BC).

B. 160833 CQ046435 elements of 4/503 made contact w/und
size enemy force. Fire was exchanged resulting in 1 US WHA,

n. 211341 CQ034511 A/4/503 engaged 1 VC w/SA resulting
in 1 VC KIA (BC) and 1 rifle CIA.

9. 2212/0 CQ059520 A/4/503 engaged 1 VC sqd resulting
in 1 VC KIA and 1 AK-47, 2 Chicom HG and 1 wallet w/pepers CIA,

Re 270945 CQ015421 LRP Tm 16 made contact w/an und size
enemy force, SA fire was exchanged and the team broke contact and moved to an L2
and were extracted at 1035H,

2. Saptember: From period 28 September 1968 to 15 Octoter
1968, the 4th Battalion (Airborne) 503d Infantry was OPCON to the 4th Infantry
Division' Operation McArthur. For review, see ORLL, 1 August-31 October, 4th
Infantry Division,

3. Qctober:

8. 241350 BQ939649 C/4/503 rec'd 2 SA rds of harassing
fire. Artillery was fired on the enemy position and the area searched with neg
results, Neg US casualties,

b. 250830 Q123298 4/503 reported FAC A/C sighted 7 VC
and arty fired resultimg in 1 VC WHA, The ether 6 VC fled SE from the area.
0939H, at CQ12228, a reaction force from 4/503 was inserted and made contact with
an est VC squad and SA fire was exchanged. Contact broke at approx (915H w/neg
US casualties and und enemy results, The reaction force searched the area and
found and destroyed 15 kilos of rice, 4 bottles of vitamins and 8 bandages. The
reaction force was extracted at 0920H w/o incident,

(¢) Enemy Disposition:
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UNIT STRENG LOCATION
AUG  SEPT %i: AUG SEPT ocT
5th NVA Division UNK 4010 4010 BQ8730 BQ8730 Q8920
95th NVA Regt 1175 1260 1260 Tri-Border YU8575  Unloc Cam-
Area bodia
4th Bn/95th Regt 200 200 200 Tri-Border YU8575  Uhloc Cam-
Area bodia
5th Bn/95th Regt 200 200 200 Tri-Border YU8575 Unloc Cam=
Area bodia
6th Bn/95th Regt 250 360 360 BQ9959 CQ0350  C€Q0052
30th MF Bn 200 200 250 Q1630 CQO624,  €Q2325
85th MF Bn 150 150 200 Q0554 CQ3960 Q0459
DX-7 LF Co UNK UMK UMK BQ9961 BQ9961  BQ99H
DK-9 IF Co UK UMK UNK BQ9880 BQ9880  BQ98sD

(3) Operation Walker

(a) Enemy Situation:

1. Disposition: The 1lst Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry and the 1lst
Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry of the 173d Airborne Brigade continued operations in A0
Walker during the months of August, September and October 1968, This area of op-
erations has remained relatively secure for some period of time, the enemy not be-
ing able to form his forces for large scale attacks due to the continued presence
of US units since 1965, Also notable in AO Walker is the good rapport that has
continued with the Vietnamese citizens and the successful efforts of the govern-
ment's Revolutionary Development program.

The following enemy units are within the AN KHE area or close enough to have
influence within the Walker area of operations:

8. 95 ® NVA Regiment

b. 4th Bn/95 B NVA Regiment

&. 5th Bn/95 B NVA Regiment

d. 407th Sapper Battalion

During the months of August, Septemb-r and October enemy activity was, for

the most part, slight, but showed an increase in late Septembrr and October. The
The 1st Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry continued Operation Walker until 18 August, when
the 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry assumed operational control of Operation Walker
and the 1st Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry replaced the 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry in AO
Cochise. (See attachcd CAAR, 1st Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry: Operation_Walker 31 March-
17 August 1968).

The primary mission of the lst Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry is to provide and main-
tain road and bridge security along QL 19, which runs from Qui Nhon through AO

23
CONF1DENT 1AL



CONFIJENTIAL

AVBE-SC/MHD 15 November 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

Walker to Pleiku and points west. QL 19 is a primary communications and logistics
route and has been asphalted from Qui Nhon to Pleiku.

The major enemy unit in AO Walker has continued to be the 95 B NVA Rogiment,
which is subordinate to the B-3 Front, The Regiment lLas two battalions, the 4th
and 5th, and its primary mission continues to be interdiction of QL 19. Follow-
ing TET, the Regiment conducted numerous small-scale ambushes and attacks by fire
at both convoys and checkpoints and bridgepoints. In July, 95 B withdrew to the
south of Highway 19 to conduct a training cycle. In early August the 95 B NVA
Reriment moved north to positions of interdiction, and in September and October
conducted some twenty small ambushes and attacks by fire along QL 19, Due to
agent reports and visual reconnaissance, on 14 September 1968 Task Force Schnoor,
under the comnand of LTC Dean F, Schnoor, the Bri:'ade Operations Officer, was
formed, with the mission of halting any enemy forces bulld-up in southern Binh
Dinh and northern Phu Bon Provinces, OPCON to 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry, Task
Force 3chnoor was successful in their mission. For further information ccncerning
Task Force Schnoor, see attached CAAR, 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry, Task Force
Schnoor, It 1s noteable that during this period the 95 B NVA Regiment has suf-
fered 115 KIA (BC) and since 1 April QL 19 has not been closed due to enemy ac-
tivity for more than 30 ininutes.

Tha 4072tk Sapper Battallan also remained relatively insetive until October,
when incidents along the Camp Radcliff perimeter began to increase, The enemy's

most successfuf® aenced 30 October. For further information see attached CAAR,
1st Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry, Att C » 30 October 1968,

2. Pecullarities and Weaknesses:

a. The enemy is vulnerable to aerial observation and air
and artillery retaliation in most areas of the TAOR., He is also vulnerable to in-
termittent artillery firings, APD sensings and Red Haze readings,

b. Due to the widespread suprort of allied operations
in AO Walker, t#ontinued successful rapoort with the Vietnamese civilians,
through such means as the hir'ng of Vietnamese workers on Camp Radcliff; the suc-
cess of revolutionary-development programs, and the protection offered the Viet-
namese farmer through the continued presence of US troops, the enemy is not able
to coerce populace through terrorist or sabotage activities as evident in other
areas of South Vietnam.

. ¢. By virtue of the Allied-Vietnamese relationship, the
operational successes of US troops, and our continued presence, the enemy, most
especially the VC, is particularly vulnerable to the Chieu Hoi and other psycho-
logical operation programs.

3. Enemy Cepabilities:

8. The enemy is able to emoloy, to a limited extent,
mortars and recoilless rifles against Camp Radcliff. If successful, such an at-
tack can cause personnel injury, damage to fixed-wing and rotary aircraft and
damage to logistical storage areas and logistical items,

. The enemy is able to conduct company and perhaps
larger sized attacks in both isolated villages and hamlets and outpost and check-
points maintained by US forces along Highway 19,

¢. The enemy can conduct isolated mining of primary and
secondary routes of travel, interdiction of lines of communication, sabotage oper-
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ations against pipelines, and terrorist activities, including sporadic but effec-
tive sniper firings, against the outposts and cheskpoints maintaiped within the
AO along Highway 19. ' '

4. The enemy can be expected to attempt to use exten-
sively and with increased emphasis sapper units, most particularly in the destruc-
tion by explosives and demolitions of vital bridges along Hishway 19 and aircraft,
logistical points and primary buildings within Camp Radcliff itself.

8. Combat Efficiency:’ The continued succeszes of the
government revolutionary development programs within A0 Walker, the maintainarnce
of good relations with the Vietnamese within the Provinces and the continued pre-
sence and strength of the allied forces themselves all combine to form the belief
that no large-scale enemy attacks can be formed in the near future. Enemy em-
phasis will, in all probsbility, continue to be placed on harrassment and terror-
ist activities, and propaganda lectures, with an increase of sapper-type infiltra-

ion activities.

(b) Significant Contacts:

1. _August:

a. 030845 BR313402 C/1/503 engaged 2 NVA w/SA fire re-
sulting in 1 NVA KIA (BC) and 1 AK-47 w/9 loaded magazines and 1 rucksack CIA.
The other NVA was WIA but evaded the area as a search proved neg further results,
There were neg US casualties.

b. 101335 BS856056 A/1/503 engaged 2 VC resulting in
2 VC KIA (BC) and 3 M=79 rds and 1 1b of documents CIA,

. 111555 BR846058 A/1/503 OPCON engaged movement on
the E side of their perimeter w/Mi6 and rec'd approx 6-10 rdec of AK-47 fire. Neg
US cas; 1 NVA KIA (BC) and 1 NVA gas mask, 2 AK-47 magazines, and 2 Chicom HG's,
were CIA,

d. 131140 BR395559 Recon/1/503 made contact w/est VC
sqd. SA fire was exchanged resulting in 1 Kit Carson WHA (slightly). Gunships
were employed w/und enemy results,

8. 230905 BR263472 CP27 and convoy 69 rec'd SA armor
plercing rds, B-40 rkt rds, 57mm RR rds and 60mm mortar rds, SA/AVW fire was rtn'a
and gunships expended in the area, Arty fired counter mort fire. The contact
broke at 1130H resulting in 4 VC KIA (BC) and 7 6é0mm mort rds CIA, There were 6
US WHA, 1 US KHA, 1 5 ton truck dest and 8 vehicles damaged.

£. 240258 CP 26 QL 19 elements of 1/50 on CP 26 was
attacked by an est reinforced VC plt. Gunships supported the contact and arty
fired blocking fire. At 0218H the CP was overrun and the US personnel escaped on
an APC to CP 25 where the wounded were dusted off. At 0413H 3 APC's and 2 dusters
arrived at the contact area, Spooky came on station ani expended in the area. At
0447H 1 US WHA was found and evacuated. The area was swept and neg enemy casualties
found and there were 3 US KHA and 6 US WHA, There was no damage to the bridge.

£+ 250940 BR295435 BA/50 (1 plt) and the scout plt made
contact w/und sise enemy force receiving B-40 and SA & AW fire, Gunships and arty
supported the contact, The results were 1 US KHA, 16 US WHA, and 5 VC KIA (BC),

h. 252030 CP 25 QL 19 1/50 elem's exchanged fire w/an
enemy elem w/neg results.
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1. 310946 BR261448 B/1/50 LZ Action rec'd 19 82mm mort
rds and SA fire. Strong points 13 BR242493, 14 BR233502, and 15 BR228515 rec'd
SA fire, Gunships were requested and elem returned fire w/SA and mort's, Gun-
ships, arty, and airstrikes supported the contact, Results were 4 US WHA, 6 NVA
KIA (BC), 2 AX-47's, 1 B-40 RL w/2 rds, 1 9mm pistol and 1 M-16 CIA,

J. 311000 BR266467 88 Trans Convoy was hit by AW fire
fm an unk size force resulting in 5 trucks damaged (ext unk), At 311038 the con-
voy was hit again w/AW fire. This nction resulted in 1 US KHA and 2 US WHA from
88th Trans. There was 1 US WHA fm the 647th QM,

k. During the period 1-31 Aug 68 there were 13 incidnets
on the perimeter at An Khe including 1 mortar attack which resulted in 3 US WHA,

2. September:

a. 011610 BR237453 LRP Tm 13 rec'd SA/AW fire from the
SW/NE/SW. Gunships arrived on station at 1635H and expended in the area. At
1640H 1 A/C took 4 hits resulting in one US WHA., The firing temporarily censed at
1650H, At 1720H the firing began again and at 1722H, airstrikes were made at
BR224438 and BR243425. At 1730H a reaction force from A/2/503 was committed. Air-
strikes and arty continued support until 1818H at which time all firing ceased,
There were neg further US casualties and und enemy results.

b. 080555 BRA0644LT A/1/50 ele on bridge security at CP
22, engaged VC who tripped a flare on the E end of the bridge w/M-60 fire resulting
in 1 VC WHA,

c. 140104 BR370458 LZ Schueller rec'd 18 82mm mtr rds
resulting in 5 US WHA, Arty fired on suspected psns at BR362465 and BR365465 w/und
results, The cantact broke at 0135H,

d. 150423 BR243477 A/1/50 amb engaged 6 indiv w/claymore
mines and several were hit., Area was searched at first light w/neg results.

e. 161730 BR275335 C/1/503 engaged an est 6 NVA w/SA
fire resulting in 4 NVA KIA (BC) and 1 NVA PW, Ele CIA 3 rucksacks, 3 “-26 HG's,
4 documents, 3 sets of web gear, and 3 nortf- lios of separate documents. The Co
detained 6 Montagnards for questioning and classification. All had short NVA type
haircuts, The NVA KIA were wearing blk PJ's, misc clothing and khakis.

£. 201710 BR250265 C/1/503 OPCON engaged 2 NVA moving
on a trail resulting in 1 NVA KIA (BC), 1 A¥-47 w/misc web gear CIA, Ths‘other
VC evaded the area.,

g. 202130 BR435441 A/1/50 engaged 2 VC 100m W of CP 21,
The VC fled the area into a cemetery and vere trapped there by the ele. Arty sup-
ported the contact w/illimination and 1 indiv attempted to evade the area and was
engaged w/und results,

h. 260910 BR394458 C/1/50 on bridge security at CP-25
rec'd SA fire from the SW, A convoy between bridge 24 and 25 was hit w/SA, 82mm
mtr, and B-40 rkts resulting in 1 APC de3t and 1 APC heavily damaged and 2 US KHA
and 2.US WHA, Fire was returned w/SA/AW/arty w/und results, The contact broke at
0930H,

4. 281030 BR552422 Jungle School made contact w/3 VC
and SA fire was exchanged. Ele searched the area and found many blood trails., At
1115H, contact was re-established w/est VC sqd and SA fire was exchanped w/unk
enemy results., Ele returned to CP 18 w/neg US casualties.
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3. October:

8. 041139 BR376479 B/1/50 received 10-15 rounds of SA
fire from the east r sulting in neg US casualties, Element returned fire and
searched the area with neg results.

L. 121810 BR3746 LZ Schueller rec'd SA fire from the
N/S/SW, a white tracer hit a HG or detonation cord in a conex container resulting
in 2 explosions and ap-rox 2500 rds of .50 cal, 5.56 and 7.62 ammo destroyed. Ele-
ment returied fire wAwk results and contact broke at 1820H with Neg US Cas.

¢+ 151010 BR240496 convoy rec'd SA fire from est VC plt
resulting in 2 US WHA, Gunships from the 134th AVN expended' in the area and the
convoy returned AW/SA fire with unk results, The contact broke at 1020H w/the VC
evading the area,

d. 160415 BR372458 1/50 elements at LZ Schueller: rec'd
20 rds of unk type morter fire resulting in 4 US WHA (3 from 1/50 and 1 from 4/60th
Artillery). Arty was fired in an area 500m S-SW of the perimeter w/neg results,
The contact broke at 0440H and dust off was completed at 0520H,

. €. 231400 BR195418 IFFV LRP 1m 14 made contact w/4 VC
r~sulting in 1 VC KIA (BC), The 3 remaining VC evaded the area.

£. 252020 BR356458 C/1/50 reported LZ Schueller rec'd
6 rounds of incoming SA fire and element returned w/SA fire. A pipeline was damaged
in the contact resulting in a fire,

g« 271543 BR435430 D/2/1 Cav engaged 1 VC in the open
carrying ammo cans, The indiv, ran under tree and Cav fired resulting in 2 small
explosions. LOH checked the area resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC)

h. 272045 BR498582 1/50 reported OP Tom RF/PF elements
rec'd B-40 rockets and AW fire from BR495597 and AW fire from BR/95579 and AW fire
from BR498585. The contact broke at 2131H w/neg friendly casualties reported and
und enemy results,

i. 300202 BR,48/56 1/50 TOC .eported that Camp Radcliff
rec'd a nortar attack of approx 60 unk type mortar rds and a ground probe in the
vic of towers 1 through 5 consisting of SA and AW, B-40, and satchel charges. Be-
tween 020N--22-H tower 1 was hit by an unk type mortar rd with its sleeping quar-
ters hit by a B-40 rocket. Two satchel charges were found nearby. 1st Cav Div
R & R Center rec'd 6 unk size mortar rds inside the perimeter. Contact resulted
in 2 US WHA, 1 US KHA, 2 VN security guards KHA, 1 VN security guard WHA, 7 bldngs
destroyed, 2 2k ton trucks destroyed, one # ton trailer destroyed, and 46,000 bar-
rels of asphalt burning (unatle to extinguish).

J. 311205 BR241419 D/2/1 Cav OPCON reported hitting 2
VC/NVA and possibly killing them while wounding 1 more. Aircraft also took 2 SA
hits with minor damage to the A/C and no casualties during the extraction.

k. 311205 BR241419 20th Infantry LRP Team 13 was ex-
tracted by helicopter under fire from SA and mortar fire, 203 RAC A/C observed 15
muzzle flashes in the area, D/2/1 Air Cav observed many SA/AW and mortar rds during
the extraction. There were neg friendly casualties.and 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC), This
credited to Tm 13, 20th Inf LRP (IFFV),
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a 8 HBagsad on Hnemy 3 o) el

b, D gions and Plans A dth Beas
During the months of August, September and October maximum utilization of in-
telligence resources were utilized in attempts to locate and fix enemy forces.

(1) August:

(a) As a result of APD sensings, infrared readings, visual re-
connaissance and agent reports, on 251320 Aug 1968 vic BR956999, A Company, 24
Battalion 503d Infantry made contact with an estimated two VC squads. Small arms
and automatic weapons fire was exchanged resulting in 10 VC KIA (BC) and negative
US casualties.

(b) As a result of APD sensings, infrared readings, visual Yre-
connaissance and agent reports, on 291200 August 1968 vic BS879179, C Company,
2d Battalion 503d Infantry made contact with six VC/NVA with weapons. Small arms
and automatic weapons fire was exchanged, resulting ain 3 VC/WVA KIA (BC), 7 VC
suspects detained and no US casualties.,

(c) Based on infrared, APD and LRP operations, artillery, naval
gunfire and airstrikes were directed against small enemy formations, base areas
and infiltration routes. These operations keep the enemy off balance and inter-
dict his routes of supply and communications, The majority of fires, airstrikes,
and naval gunfire was based on combat intellig. -ce.

(2) September:

(a) On 161730 Sentember 1968 at BR275335 C Company, 1st Battalion
(Airborme) 503d Infantry engaged 6 NVA w:th small arms fire, resulting in 4 NVA KIA
(BC), and 1NVA PW, The element captured 3 rucksacks, 3 M-26 hand grenades, 2 sets
of web gear and 3 sets of documents. The element was conducting a sweep based on
agent reports, SLAR and Red Haze readouts anu APD sensings,

(b) As a rcsult of agent reports, LRP operations and APD sensings,
during the period 22-28 Septembcr, elements of the lst Battalion 69th Armor, 1st
Battalion (Airboime) 503d Infantry, and 41st ARVN Regiment were in contact with the
7th and 9th Battalions of the 18th NVA Regiment, This operation resulted in 191
VC/NVA KIA (BC), 45 VC/NVA KIA (Poss), 2 VC/NVA PW's, 5 crew served weapons cap-
tured and 25 individual weapons captured.

. (c) Based on infrared, APD and LRP operations, artillery, naval
gunfire and air strikes were directed against small enemy formations; base areas
and infiltration routes, These operations keep the nemy off balance and interdict
his routes of supply and communications. -The majority of fires, airstrikes, artil-
lery and naval gunfire was based on combat intelligence.

(3) Octobver:

(a) On 021730 October 1968 at BR957840, A and B Companies, 1lst
Battalion 69th Armor engaged an undetermined number of VC running from an area from
which the elements had received small arms fire. The action resulted in 6 VC/NVA
KIA (BC) ard 2 VC suspects detained, The elements were conducting a sweep based
on agent reports and anslysis of enemy movement patterns.

(b) As a result of ggent reports, B Company 2d Battalion (Airborne)
503d Infantry on sweep operation on 170615 October 1968 vic BS885009, engaged 6
6 VC/NVA resulting in 1 VC/VA KIA (BC) and 1 M-26 hand granade captured. The other
5 VC broke contact and fled north leaving blood trails, The element followed the
trails and found 2 SKS rifles, 2 M-26 hand ¢renades, 2 Chicom hand grenades and 1
B-40 rocket round. There were no frie:dly casualties.
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(¢) %nile on an ambush position s a result of Red Haze readings,
acent reports, and aralysis of enemy intentions, Recon 2d Battalion (Airborne) 503d
Infantry sighted 10-14 VC/iVA moving toward their position on 312346 October 1968,
vic BS862018. The nemy force was engaged with claymores, hard grenades and M-79
fire, A check of the area found 5 VC/NVA KIA (BC), 5 rucksacks, 4 Chicom hand gre-
nades, 2 sets of load bearing equipment, 2 AK~47 rifles, 1 M=79 grenade launcher
and 1 .38 caliber Smith & Wesson revolver captured,

(d) Based on infrared, APD, and LRP operations, artillery, naval
gunfire and airstrikes were directed against amall enemy formations, base areas and
infiltration r;utes, These operations keep the enemy off balance and interdict his
routes of supply and communications, The majority of firea, airstrikes, artillery
and naval gunfire, was based on combat intelligencs,

¢. Enemy Personnel and Equipment Losses: As a result of operations for
the months of August, September and October 1968, the following enemy personnel and
equipment losses are reported, by combat operation,

(1) Enemy perso-nel losses as of 31 October 1968:

OPN OPN OPN BRIGADE

DAN SINH DAN HOA WAIXER JOTAL
NVA/VC KIA (BC) 246 16 k1] 399
NVA/VC KIA (POSS) 4 2 8 51
NVA/VC PW 22 0 0 22
Civil Defendants 76 1 0 ™

(2) Enemy equi;. .cnt/supoly losscs:

OFN OPil V) BRIGADE

DAN SINH DAN HOA . WALKER TOTAL
WEAONS
Pistol 3 1 0 4
M-1 Carbine 7 5 0 12
M-1 Rifle 1l 0 0 1l
Spanish/American War 1 0 0 1
Mugzle-Loader
RPG-2 3 o 0 3
M-16 Rifle 3 1 1 5
M-79 1 0 0 1l
AK-L7 16 5 3 24
MAS-36 4 0 0 4
SKS 9 2 b | 12
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OPN OPN OPN BRIGADE

DAN SINH DAN_HOA WALXER IOTAL
Springfield 1l 0 0 1
Mauser o) 1 0 1
Shotgun 1 0 0 1
Chicom 7,67mm 2 2 o 2
M-2 SMi (French) 1 0 0 1
12,7 AA MG 1 0 o] 1
82mm Mortar 1l 0 (0] 1
B./0 Rocket Launcher 1l 1 1 8
M-16 Bayonet 2 0 0 2
AMMO, MINES and EXPLOSIVES |
Small Arms Rds 537 0 0 537
Chicom Claymore Mine 1 0 (o} 1
M-26 Hand Grenade 69 1 3 73
81mm Mortar Rds 3 0 0 3
Chicom HG 55 34 10 99
Chicom AP Mine 16 1 o 17
Chicom Antitank Mine 2 0 1 14
US Antitank Mine 8 0 o 8
US Claymore 19 0 1 20
US Anti-Personnel mi.e 2 0 0 2
4.2 m Mtr Rds (Mined) 1 0 0 1
105 mm Mtr Rds (Mined) 4 0 0 4
155 mm Mtr Rds (Mined) 4 0 0 4
8 inch Rds (Mined) 2 o 0 2
Pineapple Booby-Trap 1 0 0 1
Grenade
12,7 AA Rds 500 0 0 500
B-40 Rocket Rds 18 2 1l 21
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OPN OPN OPN BRIGADE
RAN SLNH DAN_5OA - HALKER I0TAL

B82mm Mtr Rde 58 0 0 58
60mm Mtr Rds 63 o 7 70
Bangolor Torpedos 4 0 0 4
Cau 1 0 0 1
5Tum FR Rde 27 0 0 27
75mm RR Ade 25 3 0 28
Explosives (1bs) 129 0 20 149
£00D

Rice, (1ba) 825 0 44200 5,025
MILSCELLANEQUS

Rucksack (VC/NVA) 14 9 4 127
Boots, pair 2 0 0 2
Shoes, pair 1l 0 0 1
Propaganda Leaflets (1bs) A 0 0 4
Canteen (NVA) 10 3 1 1%
Canteen Cups 2 0 0 2
Picks 1 0 0 1l
Pistol Belt 7 3 1 1"
MAG (M-16) 19 0 1l 20
MAG (M-1 Carbine) 2 0 [ 8
MAG (AK-47) 12 2 9 23
MAG (RPD) 3 0 0 3
MAG (M-14) 2 0 0 2
Money VN $41,960 0 0 $41,960
Mess Kits 3 0 0 3
Commo Wive (Ft) 2,225 ) 0 2,225
Web Gear " 0 0 11
Batteries 104 0 0 104
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OPN OPN OPN BRIGADE

DAN SINH DAN HOA WALKER IO0TAL
Hammocks (NVA) 20 0 0 20
Plasma (bottle) 2 0 0 2
Field Dressing 2 0 (o} 2
Belt (VC/NVA) 1 0 0 1
Ho Chi Sandals 5 2 o] 7
Flashlighte 3 0 0 3
NVA Flag 1l 0 0 1l
Medical Supplies (1bs) 20 3 5 28
Typewriter ] 0 0 1
File, Metal 12" 1l 0 0 1l
Map 1l 0 0 1
Gas Mask (VC/NVA) 3 0 1 4
Helmet, Pith 5 0 2 7
Shovels (NVA) 5 0 o 5
Entrenching Tools 7 0 4 1"
Water Cans (5 Gallon) 2 0 o] 2
Bamboo Stretcher 3 0 4 7
25 Gallon Cooking Pot 1 0 0 1
Salt (1bs) 100 0 0 100
Uniforms 73 1 0 T4
Document.s (1bs) 59 0 0 59

d. Use of Long Range Partols (LRP): Extensive use was made of the 7/th
Infantry Detachment (LRP) during the months of August, September and October. A
resume of their activities follows:

(1) Extensive use was made of the LRP in Operation Cochise during
the month of August, A total of 24 LRP operailons were conducted. e misdon
assigned to the teams was generally that of trail watching in areas of suspected
enenmy activity, Secondary missions of bomb damage assegsment, ertillery assess-
ment and the capture of prisoners were assigned. In conjunction with these mis-
sions the LRP teams on 22 occasions adjusted artillery fire into observed enemy
personnel, as well as employing airstrikes on two occasions, and successfully cap-
tured one VC PW on one occasion, All of these missions included U35 LRP and ARVN
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LRP personnel. These patrols have proven to be highly profitable and will be con-
tinued as in previous months, Based upon observations of the LRP teams, several
company size operations were conducted in the A0 and a platoon size reaction force
was committed on six occasions to exploit LRP observations,

(2) Again the LRP's were utilized to maximum capacity during the month
of Seotember, A total of 22 LRP patrols were conducted during the month, one of
three days duration and the others of four days duration. The misaion agsigned
to the teams was generally that of trail watching in arcas of suspected enemy ac-
tivity. Secondary missions of bomb damage assessment, artillery assessment and
the capture of prisoners were assigned. These patrola accounted £fOr 6 VC/iVA KIA
(BC), 3 VC/NVA KIA (Poss) and 3 VC PY's, The patrols made 171 sightings, total-
ing 1,265 VC/NVA personnel obgerved. In conjunction with thes e missions, the LRP
teams on 8 occasions adjusted artillery fire into observed enemy personpel and
called for six airstrikes, All LRP migsions included US LRP and ARVN LRP per-
sonnel, These patrols have proven to be highly profita.b]e and will be continued
as in previous months, Bgsed upon observations of the LRP teams, several com-
pany size operations were conducted in the AO and a platoon size reaction force
was committed twice to exploit LRP observations,

LRP training of volunteers from within the Brigade was conducted during the
month, A tobal of 56 personnel underwent training. The training consisted of
map reading, weapons training, rapelling, patrolling, adjustment of artillery and
and tactical air fires and LRP techniques in airmobile operations, The training
teams started their operational patrols under the suporvision of their instruc-
tors, Graduation is acheduled for early October.

The 74th Infantry (LRP) also conducted a review of previous instruction for
35 ARVN LRP trainees at 22d ARVN Division at Ba Gi, in preparation for the trainees
final examination prior to their achieving ARVN LRP status,

(3) Extensive use was made of the 74th Infantry (LRP) in Operation
Cochise during the month of October. A total of 23 LRP patrols were conducted dur-
ing the month; two of three days duration, one of a one day duration, 19 of four
days duration and one of five days duration, The mission assigned to the teams
was generally that of trail watching in areas of suspected enemy activity. Secon-
dary missions of bomb damage agsessment, artillery assessment and the capture of
prisoners were assigned. These patrols accounted for 5 VC/NVA KIA (BC), 2 VC/NVA
KIA (Poss) and 7 VC suspects detained. The patrols made 123 sightings totaling
809 VC/NVA personnel observed. In conjunction with thgse missions, the LRP teams
on ten occasions adjusted artillery fire into observed enemy personnel and called
for two airstrikes, All LRP nissions included US LRP and ARVN LRP personnel,
These patrols have proven .o be highly profitable and will be continued as in
previous months,

Based upon observation of the LRP teams, several company size operations
were conducted in the A0 and on one occasion a reaction force was committed to
exploit LRP observations,

LRP training of volunteers from within the Brigade was completed on 5 Octo-
ber with a total of 34 volunteers receiving certificates as qualified LRP's., The
training consisted of map reading, weanons training, rapelling, adjustment of
artillery and tactical air fire and LRP techniques of alrmobile operations,

The 74th Infantry (LRP) also conducted trainingpfor 36 ARVN LRP trainees at
22d ARVN Division at Ba Gi, In addition, 39 ARVN LHP trainees received training
at LZ English under the supervision of the 74th Infantry.
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The 74th Infantry (LRP) emnloyed Hunter Killer teams for the first time dur-
ing the month of October, These small, highly mobile teams were given the mission
of seeking out and destroying the enemy with primary emphasis on ambush operations,
The Hunter Killer team concept is expected to prove most valuable and its use is
expected to increase greatly in future plans,

e. Operational Methods of Sanper Units:

(1) Sapper action is often a specific sabotage tactic employed in
two levels; In separate attacks on installations and in supvort of infantry and
artillery attacks.

(a) 1In separate attacks conducted by small forces, the sappers
infiltrate deep into US and FWMAF controlled areas to sabotage alrfields, docks,
vital bridges and important buildings and equipment. In this small force the sap-
per also has the mission of kidnapping, assassinating and performing other ter-
rorist acts, Their gregtest aid is their relative freedom of movement through a
possitle area of operation, affording the saprer unit access to and surveillance
of their intended targets.

(b) In employing sapper units in support of infantry and artil-
lery units in a gemeral, all-out attack, their mission‘'is to create a breach in
the defensive network of the attacked installation to permit an infantry-type fron-
tal assault. They use sticks, prongs and C-hooks to raise or spread the outer
perimeter barbed wire, or either, with wire cutters snip the lower strands of wire.
The sapper units also mark passages through mine fields W th pegs or other means
of identification. The infantry and heavy weapons units will wait in concealment
while these tasks are being accomplished.

(¢) The final task in preparing for the assaul* is the destruc-
tion of installation barricades, watchtowers, machine guns and ouuer targets with
satchel charges and grenades, and, at the same instance, to detonate explosives
planted along the perimeter defenses or in the minefields. After breaching an
entrance for the infantry, the sapper units may remain in the battle or withdraw
and prevare to cover the infantry withdrawal,

(d) Other saprer-type actions are to conduct ambushes prepared
along principal roads and waterwvays; ¢ . conduct surprise raids on airfields, sup-
ply areas and other facilities in rear areas not easily approached by large infan-
try units and terrorism and sabotage, especially in large cities., The size of
sapper units varies from complete sapper battalions with up to 300-man strength in
the larger cities down to separate sapper platoons at the lower lever (district and
province)., Sappers also collect detailed intelligence from bar girls, cycle drivers,
civilian employees of free world forces, and numerous others under their employ on
potential sapper targers. Their tactics range from concealing a grenade in a loaf
of bread to driving an explosive-laden vehicle into a target area.

(2) Sappers are well-schooled, selection criteria are high, and only
the most outstanding and dedicated are selected for training., Thus they enjoy a
higher esprit de corps than conventional units, and, as a result, their combat
effectiveness 1s generally high.

(3) Sapver units employ five basic tactical principals:

(a) Detailed planning and reconnaissance, insured through minute
planning and rehearsal until performance without error is assured.

(b) Secrecy and surprise in the planning and performance of the
assigned mission,
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(¢) Speed, with sapver units moving rapidly to enable assault
troops to reach their objectives in as short a time as possible and thus exploit
all aspects of thy defender's disorganization,

(d) Initiative, taking advantage of any favorable circumstances
vwhich might arise during the performance of the mission, Initiative is constantly
encouraged through training and indootrination.

(e) Flexibility, sapper units taidor its needs for men, weapons
and equipment according to the mission,

f. Terralp and Weather:
(1) Terrain - Operations Dap Siih and Dap Hoa:

(a) Existing Situation: 1In the northern part of Binh Dinh Prov-
ince the principal urban area is Bong Son (BR 8796). In the flat seasonally inun-
dated coastal plains, there are three low mountain spurs with numerous adjacent
hills and hill locks, The lowland plains grade westward into rolling plains, foot-
hills, and then into steep heavily dissected mountains, The tefrain becomes increas-
ingly rugged from east to west. The predominant vegetation is yice cultivation in
the lowlande and 1ight to dense undergrowth in the hills and mountains, There are
nunmerous valleys which facilitate movement; however, all expedient movement is re-
stricted to existing trains, roads and waterways,

The principal avenues of movement are in.a north-south direction. The coastal
lowlands area is a preferred avenue of movement to rugged westernm mountains, In the
south avenues of movement are broad with numerous alternate routes, but to the north
they become constructed and the alternate routes become limited., Expedient movement
in the coastal lowlands in a north-south direction would be to the east of and par-
allel to Route 1, Concealed movement would probably be north along the Suol Ca
River Valley (BR 802654) to the Nuoo Lang River (BR701875) Valley and then along
the Kin Son River Valley (VR818899). The An Hai River Valley (BR768669) is a major
avenue of movement from the north to either the south via the Kim Son River Valley
or to the east along the Lai Giang River Valley (BR862942). The Kim Son River Val-
ley affords many good avenues of movement from east to west through the Nuoc Tuong
(BR701875), Suoi Tim (BR684829) and S Lon (BR773838) River Valleys., Accompanying
trails allow movement further west to the Suol Kon River Valley (BR593831) in the
extreme west, The Eon River Valley (BR587662) is the only major north-south avenue
of movement in the west.

(b) The steep slopes encountered in these rugged areas are ob-
stacles to movement, Swollen rivers and streams also present an obstacle to move-
ment in these areas, Avenues of movement in the coastal plains are unrestricted
in all directions; however, flooding in the wet season will present some problems
to movement, The numerous streams and canals in this area will also present an
obstacle to movement,

(2) Terrain - Operation Walker: Relief was characterized by high
mountains with dense undergrowth with EHpIe canopy ir certain areas throughout
the A0, Streams were generally full throughout the A0 with the main river flow=-
ing SSW, with its source in the northern portion of the A0, Cultivated fields are
found throughout the A0, especially around AN KHE. Trails are numerous throughout
the AO and vere generally well used. Because of the wide area for maneuver and the
unlimited staging areas available to the enemy, he can easily avoid contact, en-
gaging US forces only on his own terms, Highway 19 bisecting the TAOR from the
east to the west, is paved and passable, There are two mountain passes on each
side of the AO,
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(3) Weather - Operations Dan Sinh, Dan Hoa and Walker:

(a) August: During the month of August, the area continued under
the influence of the southeast monsoon, The weather continmed a pattern of clear
mornings and early afternoons, with afternoon showers noted on a majority of days,
Cloudiness continued during the month on an equal level with the month of July.

Low ceilings occurred on a few mornings, but were relatively rare during the after-
noons and early evenings. Increased cloudiness was noted in late evening and early
mornings, Visibility was relatively gdod to ercellent. The average temperature
and humidity remained about the sarie.

(b) September: During the month of September, the arca continued
under the influence of the southwest monsoon. There was a noted increase in over-
all cloudiness during the latter part of September. The amount of rainfall in-
creased significantly during the latter part of September. The amount of rainfall
increased significantly durlng the month, especially along the coastal plains.
Temperatures decreased several degrees from the preceding month. Visibility was
generally good, but there were a number of days that poor visibility hampered air
mobile operations,

(c¢) October: During the month of October, the area came under
the influsnce of the northeast monsoon, Cloudiness increased greatly during the
month and precipitation was extremely heavy during the month of October., Visi-
bility decreased greatly and air mobil operations, tacticel alr support and air
support and aerial target acquisition capabilities were severly hampered on a
number of occasions,
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€. Enemy anc Friendly Casualiies by Operstiont
(1) Operatdon Dan Sinh:

YC/NVA JOSSIS AL SEP OCT 1OTAL B IOSSES AW SEP OCT  IOTAL
KIA (BC) 106 8 60 246 KHA 96 14 4 1
KIA (POsSS) 2 35 3 40 WHA 6 8 3 187
Civil Defendants 39 41 15 95
Returnees 1 0 o] 1
POW g8 11 2 21
(2) Qparetion Dan Haas
VC/AVA LOSSES AG SEP OCT  .OTAL U8 LOSSES AW SEP OCT TUAL
XIA (20) 16 16 0 32 KHA 1 0o 0 1
.KIA (POSS) o 2 o0 2 WHA 28 n o 28
Civil Defendants 0 O 1 1
Returnees 0 0 1 1
P0W 0o o0 o 0

(3) Operations Malker:
VOAVALOSSZS AN SEP QCT XOTAL 1S L0SszS AW SEP COT  IOTAL

KT4 (&C) 17 20 o 37 KA 5 2 2 9
KIA (POSS) 0 a 0 0 WiA 25 19 1 45
Civil Defendants 2 0] 0 0
Returnees 0 o 0 0
POW 0 2 0 2

f. Comhat Sumort Aetivitices:

(1) Aviation Supnort: The 173d Airborne Aviation Platoon
(Caspor), continued to sunport all combat operations dur-ng the -onths of
Auvgust, September and October, The statistical report of the Aviation Pla~
toonts activities for these three months is as follows:

U H MISSIONS Al SEPT ocT,
SORLIES /MISSIONS SORTIES HISSIONS SORTIES /MISSIONS
LG 333 100 402 95 53 38
Command/Control 598 188 882 246 481 149
Training 0 0 87 7 2 1
Maintenance 113 30 70 20 1" 52
36-1
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UHoaH MISSIONS AL SEFT oct
SORTIES /MISSIONS SCRII:SMISSIONS SORTIES MISSIONS
Administration 92 33 136 26 196 56
Total hours flown 359 544 322
OHi-6A MISSIONS A SEPT oct
SORTIES /HISSIONS SURTI:S /MISSIONS SORTLES MISSIONS
Reconnaissance 263 6 1 56 90 58
Maintenance 36 17 N 28 41 19
Administration 55 18 124 36 127 41
Total Fours Flown 106 172 127

(2) Naval Gunfire Supnort: Additional artillery support vas
proviced from United States Navy destroyers and the battleship Ney Jersay,
on station with either two or three twin-mounted 5" guns or, in the case of
the New Jersey, 16" guns. Tho destroyers, the battleship and their on-
station sequence for the period August-October are renorted as follows:

DATE DSSEL

1-2 Aug USS Preston
17-20 Awng 0SS McXean

31 Aug-2 Sept USS Eversole
9-15 Sept USS Fletcher
5-% Oct 88 Harwood

21 Oct USS New Jersey
23 Get WSS New Jersey

Naval gunfire liaison was provided by Sub Unit One, First A:GLICO, com-
posed of Navy and Marine personnel,
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4, Combat Operations:

a. General: During the months of August, September and October 1968 the
1734 Airborne Brigade continued to conduct combat Operations Qag.Sigh (formally
—Lachisa), Dan Hom (formally Bolling II) and Walker. The operstions encompassed
the area of influence assigred the Commanding General, 173d Airborne Erigade, en-
compaseing BINH DIN:, PHU YEN and PHU BON Provinces and coinciding with the area
of operations assigned to the 22d Infantry Division (ARVN), The Brigsade Forward
CP continued to be located at LZ English, north of Bong Son, and the Brigace Rear
continued to be located in Camp Radcliff (An Khe),

There continued to be two areas of operation in BINH DINH Province. In TAOR
Walker, centered generally over the An Khe area, is located the 173d Support Bat-
talion (Airborne) and the 1st Bn {Mech) 50th Infantry. Until 18 August 1968 the
1st Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry held operationsl responsibility for TAOR Walker, On
this date the 1st Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry replaced the lst Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry
at LZ Uplift in AO Qoghige and the 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry assumed the opera-
tional responsibility for TAOR Yglker, being headquarterd at Camp Radcliff, The
seccnd AC is Cochise, in which LZ English is lccated. In AO Coghiss are the 2d
3n (Abn) 503d Infantry, at LZ English, and the 1st Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry, at LZ
Uplift, The lst Bn 69th Armor (OPCON} vas operational in AO Cochise until 18
October, when it returned to its parent unit, the 4th Infantry Division, leaving
one armor company behind for road and bridge security. Co-lo~ated in AO Cochlse
are the 4Oth and 41st ARVN Regiments (22d ARVN Division) and two Camp Strike Forces,
Ha Tay and Vinh Thanh.

In PLU YEN Province (A0 Balling) is located the 4th Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry
and Comnany D, 16th Armor, Co-located in AO Bolling is the 47th ARVN Regiment
(22d ARVN Division) and two Camp Strike Forces, Cung Son and Dong Tre.

The 3d Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry, with direct support ertillery, remained OPCCii
to "ask Force South during the reporting period.

b. Opergtion Dan Siph: AO Cochige is tre Brigade's most densely pop-
ulated AO, with rearly 350,000 people. Of these, an estimated 215,700 sre con-
sidered az teing unler VC con rol or are living in contested a-eas. Most of these
people live nlong the coast in the rich, rice-producirg lowalards, either pro-
ducinrg rice (three to four crops each year) or being engaged i» comnereial fishing
on an individuel basis, This area has long been identified as a VC stronghold,
dating back to French occupation,

Due to the movement of the 3d WVA Divisicn Eeadquarters element and its 2d
VC and 22d NVA Regiments into Quang Ngai Province in late June and early July, the
Brigade has been able to concentrate its operations in the coastal lowlands against
local force Viet Cong units and the Viet Cong infrastructure. At the same time,
it has continued its surveillance in areas northwest fo. signs of the 3d NVA Di-
vision's’ return south, and has renewed its search for enemy base camp areas in the
Vinh Thanh Mountains. In the Suoi Ca - Vinh Thanh ares ‘‘e Brigade continued its
search for the 18th NVA Regiment left behind by the 3d NVA Division in its move
north,

Due to the ebsence of main forse NVA units in AO Cochicse, the Brigade was
able to plan and conduct Operation Dap Sinh 22-6. This operation has as its mission
the disrupticn of Viet Cong activities and the destroying of the Viet Cong infra-
structure in the rich, rice producing Bong Son Plains area.

Operation Dan Siph 22-6 began the 22d of August, utilizing combined forces of
the 173d Airborne Brigade and the 40th ARVN Regiment, 22d Infantry Division (ARVE),
It is a three phase operation. The first phase, lasting from 22 August until 6
September, was a search and clear operation designed to sweep the entire Bong Son
Plains Area. The area is characterized hy many tun-els, trenches and caves vsed
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by the VC and many mines and booby *raps. For this reason, the Rome Plows were
used extensively throughout phase I to clear hedgerows and trench systems and to
destroy tunnels and caves, Thus, the VC was denied the use of the caves and tunnels
for storage cf sunplies and of personnel,

Phase II of Operation Dan Siph 22-6 tegan on 7 September and lasted until 27
October. Phase II consisted of detailed interrogation and reclassification of all
civilians living in the Bong Son Plains area. This was fur her accomnlished by
using one National Police Field Force company. With the National Police it became
possible to screen a large number of people rapidly andefficiently. Never before
had this been possible, as utilizing United States soldiers with interpreters nad
proven to be tco lengthy a process to be successful. It is els> noteworthy that
the Jational Police are trained in police tactics and interrogation techniques,
while our own forces are not, Perhaps most important, however, is that the la.
tional Police possess police powers, something again that the soldier does not,

The Brigade utilized the strategy of alr assaulting a rifle com'any to sur-
rouns a village early in the morning or cordoning a village at last light of the
day prior to the search, Utilizing the National Police, a complete investigation
would be made of all inhalitants and personnel without identification cards and
any other suspects would be detained for further investigaticn, Villapes were
§.arched, personnel were screened, caches were uncoyered, Viet Co.g and Viet Cong
sympatrizers were identified and contact was made with many three to five man
Viet Cong units,

Thase II of Opcraiion Dan Sinh 22-6 proved to be most successful, As of ithe
last day of Phuse II (27 October) the Brizade had killed 237 Viet Cong (BC) ond
dctained 122 confirmed Viet Cong and 115 suspected Viet Cong. A totsl of 12,815
individuals werc interrogated., Sixty-thiee smail arms and eight 2rew served wea-
pons were CIA, This was accomplished at a minimum loss to allied forces engaged
ir Phase IT,

Phase III of Operation Dan Sinh 22-6 began on 28 Oc'oler and is to continue
for an indefinite ti-.e period. Phase IIJ is designed to saturate the Bong Son
Plains area with allied military forces in order to prevent the return of VC/NVA
forces, to ‘evelop the confidence of the civilian populace in the allied forces
and to protect the civilian pipulace from exploitation ty VC/NVA fcrces so that
the lural Pacificaticn Program, especially the continued upsrading of hamlet and
village FF/PF units, might continue.

Throughout the reporting period the Brigade has continued to ambush jungle
and lowland trails used by small Viet Cong squads, courier, liaison and intelli-
gence teams and carrying parties. The elenents who carry out these anbushes have
been disignated Huntér-Keller, or "Hawk" teams, and they have proven to te particu-
larly effective,

"Hawk" teams could be utilized due to the continued absence of VA main force
units from the Brisade arca of operations., By continually placing ambushes on
trails, "Hawk" teams have proven to provide a constent source of harassment and
interdiction directed toward small enemy units and covering a wide area.

Rome Plow operations vere also utilized in the 506th Valley, to the southwest
of Bong Son. The 506th Valley has historically been a main avenue of travel for
VC and NVA units from the jungle highlands into the coastal lowlands and the Tiper
Mountains. It has also long been used as a steging area for VC/NVA attacks along
CL 1 ard on small ARVN and RF/PF strong points and bridge point:, The 506th
Valley was heavy with trench systems and cave networks that harbored rice brought
in from the lowlands for use by the NVA units in the jungle highlands and caches
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of supplies and ammunition, The Rome Plows were able to clear extensive areas on
both sides of the Valley, destroying many trench and cave systems. Due to the Rome
Plow operations, it is felt that ambushes will bhe significantly reduced, better
conirol of the Valley road will be realized and the the Valley road's being open
will promote civilian travel and open the Valley and the "Crow's Foot" area to
further commericial exchange.

During the reporting quarter the Brigade continued making forays into the
Jungle highlands, to watch for the return of the 3d NVA Division from the north-
west and to pinpoint the location of the 3d NVA Division's 18th NVA Regiment to
the southwest in the Suoi Ca - Vinh Thanh area., Elements of the 41st ARVN Tegi-
ment, 22d Infantry Division (ARVN) made contact with the 18th NVA Regiment in the
Suoi Ca Mountains on 22 September 1968. The 1st Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry reinforced
this contact on 23 September and by 6 October, 197 VC/NVA had been killed (BC).
For a further resume of the Battle of Suoi Ca Valley, see Section II - Intelligence
and attached CAAR, :

\

After the Battle of Suol Ca the Brigade continued to conduct combat operaticns
in the Vinh Thanh Mountains, along the Kron River, in the Tiger ‘ountains, in the
crescent area and along the Dam Trao Plains. In the conduct of the operations
the 1st Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry, as reported in Section II, made significant findings
of enemy ampunition and supply caches, severely cutting into the enemy's offensive
cababilities, The purpose of these operations in the above areas was to destroy
W/Nﬂ strongholds and base camp areas and destroy the offenasive capabilities of the
locaL viet Cong., Thus, if the main force NVA units of the 3d “VA Division do re-
turn to their former areas, they will find their VC logistical and intelligence
networks destroyed and their base camrs depleted and destroyed also, Significant
contacts are as reported in Section VI, Intelligence: Operation Dan Sinh,

¢, Qperation Dap Hoa: AO Bolling is located in Phu Yen Province, to the
west and north of Tuy Hoa, and contains an estimated 150,000 people, most of whom
live in the coastal rice-producing lowlands or along the Song Ba River, Of these
150,000 people, less than 5,00 are considered as being under Viet Cong control
and about 13,000 are in contcsted areas., The principal occupations, as in AC
C se, are fishing, again on an individual basis, and farming, with rice being
the n crop. AO Bolling is the normal area of operation of the 4th Bn (Abn)
503d Infantry and Company D, 16th Armor. From 24 August until 15 October the /th
Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry was OPCON to the 4th Infantry Division in Operation JoArtlur.

For the reporting preriod the main enemy force in A0 Bolling, the 95th VA
Regiment of the 5th VA Division, remained out of the A0, for the most pa~t in Cam-
bodia, re-supplying, and receiving new replacements, The 6th Bn/95th NVA Regiment
was left in AO Bolling, but has remained out of contact with allied forces for the
reporting period.

The continuing mission of TF 4th Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry was that of locating
and destroying the 6th Bn/95th NVA Regiment, providing security for the continuance
of the civilian rice harvest (in conjunction witn the 28th ROK Regiment and the
47th ARVN Regiment, 22d ARVN Division), providing security for the 577th Engineer
Battalion and the 173d Engineer Company for their mission of construction along
Highway 436 and Routes 68 and 2D, and constantly providing Phu Yen Province with
a company designed for rapid reaction. Throughout the repvorting period, F 4th
Bn 503d Infantry conducted reconnaissance in force and search and destrcy opera-
tions west of TUY HOA CITY in effort to locate and destroy enemy forcer.. The
enemy wvas not to be found, and though enemy bunkers, rice vaches and 'sase cemps
vere locat-d, few proved to be fresh,
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Thus for the period the enemy had no desire to either be located or to enter
contact. In addition to its continuing search and destroy and reconnaissance in
force operations, TF 4th Bn (Abr) 503d Infantry, utilizing Company D 16th Armor,
continued to provide security for the Vietnamese rice harvest, provide security for
the 577th Engineer Battalion for their construction and mine sweeping missions
along Highway 436 and Routes 68 and 2D and assist the Air Force in the defense of
Tuy Hoa Air Force Base and provide at all times an infantry comnany for a ready
reaction force as needed, For significant contacts during the months of August,
September and October in AC polllng, see Section III, Intelligence: Operation

Dan Hoa.

d. QOperation Walker: From 1 August until 18 August the lst Bn (Abn)
503d Infantry continued to secure the Camp Radcliff/An Khe complex, secure and
nmaintain for vehiculer traffic QL 19 in the tactical area of responsibility., It
also conducted reconnaissance in force, search and destroy and cordon and search
operations within A0 Walke. and continued to support revolutionary development and
civic action projects,

O1. 18 August, the 13t Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry assumed the tactical responsi~
bility of TAOR Malker and con:inued to carry out combat operations designed to
locate and destroy the VC/NVA and secure QL 19 ad Jamp Radcliff, The 173d Sup-
port Bn (Abn) continued to furnish perimeter grards (2d Provisicnal Rifle Com-
paty) and emergency support f£o: Camp Radcliff,

Contact as a whole was light, but continued to increase during the reporting
period. The 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry, under the command of LIC John B Carter,
continued to guard against in¢ rgasing enemy pressure along QL 19 and on Camp Rad-
cliff, employed company-sized ‘earch and destroy operations, night ambushes, joint
US-FF/PF operations {there are 10 ARVN units in TAOR and constantly held
one mechanized company as a ready-reaction force, It is felt that continued clr-o
cooperation between the Vietnamese civilian populace, FF/FF units and the US forces
were instrumental in keepiag enemy incidents along the Camp Radcliff perimeter anmd
QL 19 to a minimum,

Intelligence sources in middle September indicated the enemy would launch a
major attack against Camp Radcliff in the coming days. Accordingly, BG Allen re-
acted to these intelligence reports and Task Force Schoar was formed on 14 Sep-
tember, under the command of LTC Dean F, Schnoor, the Briade Operations Officer.
Its mission was to halt the enemy forces build-up in southern Binh Dinh and northern
Phu Bon Provinces. OPCON to the lst Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry TF Schpoor wes suc-
cessul in its mission, For further information see Section III, Intelligence,
Operation Walker and attached CAAR, lst Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry, Task Force Schnoor.

The most successful enemy foray in TAOR Walker was the 407th Sapper Battalion's
attack on C Radcliff on 30 October 1968, For further information, see attached
CAAR, 1st B:n?}hch) 50th Infantry, Attack on Camp Radcliff, 30 October 1968. For
significant contacts in TAOR Walker during the reporting period, see Section III,
Intelligence, Operation Walker.

e, Combined Operations: A keynote of the Brigade's combat onerations
throughout the reporting period has been the continued emphasis on combined opera-
tions with the 22d Infantry Division (ARVN) and RF/FF units, These operations
have been facilitated by "pairing off" US battalions with ARVN Regiments. The 4th
Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry and the 47th Regiment are at Tuy Hoa, the 1st Bn (Abn)
503d Infantry and the 41st ARVN Regiment in the southern portion of AO_Cachise
and the 2d Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry and the 40th ARVN Regiment in the northern por-
tion of AO Gochise. These combinud operations are designed to enhance Republic of
Vietnam progress in pacification and revolutionary development and to make better
use of combined combat and combat support assets, For further information com-
bined US-ARVN operations, see Section V, Combined Operations,
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5. Combiged US - ARVN Oporations and Training:

a, meratéons: The 173d Airborne Brigade has continued to increase its
use of the combin =ARVN combet operation as a basic means of accomvlishing its
tactical mission. The purpose is not only to, by combining forces, better defeat
the VC/NVA forces but also to assist Republic of Vietnam forces in attaining a
higher level of combat efficiency, to continue the progress attained in the areas
of rural pa~tification and revolutionary development and to make Qore available to
Republic of Vietnam forces United States logistical swpport, rarticnlarly in the
areas of aviation and heavy equipmeint assets. The foilowing is renorted, by mohths.

(1)  August:
(a) 18t Ba.t.ta:l.j.ong a% Infantry: The 1st Battalion was located
and conducted all operations in from 1 August to 19 August at which

time it was deployed to AO Cochise., There being no ARVN units in A0 Walker, o--
erations were directed toward working with RF/PF units in the area. The lst Bat-
talion 503d- Infantry has conducted 3 battalion size combined operations in AO

. These were conducted 21-22 August northeast of LZ Uplift, 22-25 August
northeast of 17 English and 26-.31 August northwest of L7 English. DNaily liaison
visits have been conducted to the 41st ARVN Regiment Headquarters and to LZ Salem.
No logistical assistance was required during the conduct of these operations. Op-
erations did rot require aviation suprort.

The 1st Battalion conducted combined operations with RF/PF units in An Tuc
District (TAOR Walker) during the period 1-19 August. During this period 2 PF
Soldiers from An Tuc were stationed on a permanent basis at check points 18-27 to
assist in civilian traffic control and in guarding the checkpoints. On 6 August,
108 RF Company and the 132d RF Platoon conducted a combat sweep south of LZ Schuel-
ler. C Company lst Battalion 503d Infantrv acted as & blocking force for this op-
eration, During the period 5-11 August a platoon from the lst Battalion and a FF
platoon escorted an armed progaganda ‘eam in the vicinity of OP Tom and checkpoint
22, After movement o A0 Cochise {ne 1lst Battalion conducted one combined opera-
tion on 29 August. This operation consisted of one platoon from A Company 1lst
Battalion 503d Infantry and the 215th FF Platoon conducting a combined ambush south
of LZ Uplift., On 25 August the 1lst Bn 5034 installed a iand line between bridge
# 367, manned by the 134th PF Platoon, and the 1-503d TOC at 12 Uplift, This land
1line allows the bridge platooa to communicate vd th the battelion in case of an
attack on Van Truong Hamlet. The Battalion Commander of the 1st Battalion 5034
Infantry attended a PF graduation at Phu My District Hesdquarters on 28 August and
then made a social visit to the District Chief, The District Chief reciprocated
and visited LZ Uplift on 31 August, Staff officers and LNO's made daily visits to
the district headquarters.

(v) 2 Battalion, 503d Infantry: The 2d Battalion conducted com-
bined operations with the 40th ARVN Regiment commencing 22 August and continuing
ttrough the end of the reporting period. Aircraft were proveded for the 4Oth Regi-
rent for two combat assaults for 500 troops and for five resupply missions, in
which a total of 7500 lbs of supplies were moved. The CP's of the JOth Regiment
and 2-503d Infantry are located at LZ English, Daily liesison visits and exchanges
of sitreps were made, In addition, a Social call br the CO 2d Bn 503d Infantry,
LTC John W, Nicholson, was made to the Regimental commander on 23 August, The
2-503d Infantry conducted combined trainisg for 1 platoon from the 2-503d and one
platoon from the 40th Regiment on 1 and 2 August, Classes were held four hours
each morning and were given by both US and ARVN instructors., Classes were conducted
by 2-503d Infantry instructors in patrolling, by 40th ARVN instructors in reaction
firing and by EOD persornel in mines and booby traps, Additional training was
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p' i wavped but operational requirements prevented the 4Oth Regiment from attending.
The training will be resumed as operational commitments permit,

The 2d Battalion also made liaison visits to Hoai Nhon subsector headquarters
on 5, 7, 13, 23 and 27 August. Although the 2d Bn 503d Infantry was committed to
field operations remote from populated areas throughout the reporting period, one
combined cordon and search operation utilizing one US rifle company and one RF
company was conducted on 26 August.

(¢) 4th Battalion Infantry: The 4th Battalion and Company
D 16th Aror conducted co ed operations 47th Infantry Regiment in Phu
Yen Province. During the period 13 .5 August D-16th Armor and 1 rifle company
from the 47th Regiment conducted blocki.g/screening missions for the 2d Bn 47th
“egiment to north and northeast of the Tuy Hoa Valley. on 15-17 August D/4~-503d
Infantry and D-16th Arvor c_nducted blocking and screening operstions for the A7th
Pegiment in tHe vicinity of the Soui Cai stream (CQ 045490 to CQ075490). On 20
August the 4-~503d Infant.ry and D=16th Armor assisted the ,7th 3egiment in a two day
combat sweep by establishing blocking/screening positions. On 1 and 2 August the
chemical NCA, 4-503d Infantry assisted by ARVN interpreters conducted 4 hours of
instruction for the 2d company 3-47th Infantry on the employment of fougasse in the
defense, Two hours of instruction on demolitions were also presented. In addi-
tion, on 7 August the 2-47th Infantry conducted a separate operation with the avia-
tion assets made available from the 4th Bn resources. Two UH-1H, 2 CH-47 supported
by helicopter gunships moved 450 personnel. During combined cperations a combined
heliborne command post sucessfully controlled the air assault phases of the opera-
tions, Four Command visits were conducted by the CO /th Bn 503d Infantry and CO
47th ARVN Pegiment, In addition, eight visits were made by the Brigade Deputy
Comnander and members of his staff, Sitreps and instums continue to be exchanged
daily.

Tha /th Battalion and D Company 16th Armor also continued support of RF/FF
efforts in Phu Yen Province. During the reporting period the CO and staff of the
4th Battalion and the 173d Airborne Brigade Deputy Commander made a total of 38
visits to the Phu Yen and Phu Bon Sector headquarters. A combined reconneissance
in force operation was conducted from 7-12 August, utilizing D Co 16th Arm~r and
a RF mechanized platoon. The 201st RF Company and 4th Bn 503d Infantry conducted
2 combined operations during the period 18-23 August and 23-27 August. During each
of these operations one platoon from the 201st Company was assigned to work with
a US rifle company. On 17 August, PF Platoon # 16 was helilifted to °Q 981422 to
occupy blocking positions with D Co 16th Armor. This operation t: uins*ad on 20
August, On 26 August the 10lst RF Company and D Co 16th Armor conducve. 1 search
and clear operation west of Tuy Hoa vicinity CQ132579, From 24 August to 15 Octo-
ber the 4th Bn was OPCON to the /th Infaniry Division, participating in Operation
McArthur, For a resume of their activities during this period, see ORLL, 4th In-
fantry Division, 1 August-31 October,

(a) i The 1lst Battalion
participated in e combined operation with the 41st ARVN Regiment from 4~7 August
in the Soul Cai Valley, Command Posts were co-located during the operations. In
addition, the Battalion Commander 1-5nth visited the [egimental commander at Phu
My. The 418t Regiment was provided six UH-1H hel{zopters for combat assaults on
4 August and six UH-1H aircraft for extractions on 7 August, 24 CH-47 sorties
were flown, eight for combat assaults and eight for the extraction on 7 August.
Eight CH-47 sorties were flown during the operation to effect resupply of water
and supplies, The only logistical support rendered to the 41st Regiment was tae
air items required for external loads. Approximately 2 tons of cargo was moved.
Throughout the reporting period sitreps and intelligence information were exchanged
daily, On 19 the 1-50th Infantry deployed to An Khe and A0 Walker,
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The 1st Battalion (Mech) undertook sponsorship of the PF platoon at Van Truong
Hamlet during the period 1-19 August, During the period the PF platogn was encour-
aged to improve the village defensive works, The Battalion provided personnel to
give technical assistance and advice throughout the reconstruction period. The lst
Bn (Abm) 503d Infantry assumed this sponsorship on its arrival in the AO and the
50th Infantry's departure to AO Walker. The lst Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry arrived
in An Khe on 19 August 1968, Coordination was made with the An Tuc District Chief
regarding the conduct of combined operations.

(e) lst Battalion €9th Armor: The lst Battalion 69th Armor con-
ducted one combined operation with elements of the 3d Battalion 40th ARVN Infantry
Regiment. This operation was conducted on 20 August to conduct cordon amd search
operations, The results of this operation were one VC KIA, two VC CIA, two US
carbines and 48 mixed KPG-2 and RPG-7 rockets and boosters CIA. One UH-1H heli-
copter was provided the 3d Bn 4Oth Regiment for command and control, US advisors
from 1-69th Armor were positioned Wi th the ARVN units to assist and encourage an
aggressive call for tank supporting fire. Frequent liaison visits were made to the
€0, 3-40th ARVN Infantry to coordinate fires, reinforcements, combined operations
and assistance,

(f) 34 Battalion 319th Artillery: The CO 3d Bn 319th Artillery
and CO 7-32d4 Artillery have continued efforts toward the mutual coordination of
all suppo.ting fires.

The 3d Bn 319th Artillery assisted the A-222 Buttery, 40th ARVN Regiment in
the construction of two high angle pits av LZ English and 2 pits at LZ Orange.
In eddition, 1200 pounds of cement, 300 feet of lumber, 100 faet of engineer stakes
and 30 pounds of nails were provided to assist this project. A liaison officer
was proveded to the headquarters of the 4Oth and 41st ARVN Regiments during the
combined 1734 Airborne Brigade-22d Division operation conducted during the period
22-31 August 1968,

The CO, 319th Artillery visited the 40th ARVN CSCC on 23 August to coordinate
artillery fires for a combined operation by the 173d Alrborne Brigade and the 40th
and 41st ARVN Infantry Regiments. All movements of US artillery 1s revnorted to
ARVN counterpasrts. In eddition, requests for preplanned fires in suprort of future
operations are exchanged and the amount of ammunition and the result of all missions
fired are exchanced. On 6 August the 319th Artillery conducted a four hour class
on 11lumination procedures covering FDC and firing battery procedures for the ARVN
A-222 Battery at LZ Orsnge. A practical exercise concluded the instruction, On
28 August the 319th radar saction instructed the A-22 Battery FOC in the conduct
of mean point of impact radar registration emoloying the AN/MPQ/ radar,

At the request of LTC Long, CO 40th ARVN Regiment, the 319th investigated the
cause of a number of 155mm Howitzer duds, Investigation showed that the B-37 Bat-
tery (155) had been issued a fuze by the ARVN ammunition depot at Qui Nhon which
was designed for use with a 105mm Howitzer shell. This fuze has been suspended
from use, pending further investigation by IFFV Artillery, No further renorts of
excessive duds by the 4Oth Regiment have been received,

Throughout the reporting period the 3d Bn 319th Artillery fired 55 missions
end expended 1042 rounds in support ol ARVN units. There were two Naval Gunfire
missions expending 137 rounds in support of RVN forces. €-32d Artillery in AO
Bolling expended /486 rounds in 81 missions for RVN forces, 7-13th Artillery ex-
pended 3-15 rounds in 164 missions for GVN forces. 7-15th Artillery expended
1094 rounds in 94 missions for ARVN forces, During the same period ARVN artil-
lery fired 69 missions and expended 1492 rounds for US Forces. It should be noted
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this is a six fold increase over the July reporting period, in the numher of mis-
sions ficed by ARVN artillery in support of US troops. ARVN and US Artillery massed
fires four times during August an8 exvended 212 rounds. The 3d Bn 319th Artillery
nrovides a lialson section on a continuing basis to the 4Oth ARVN Regiment, 7-13th
Artillery provides a liaison section to the /1st Rogiment and 6-324 Artillery pro-
vides a liaison section on a contimuing basis to the 47th ARVN Regiment. Six FO
sections ere provided to RVN forces, three sections during the period 1-21 August
and three sections during the period 21-31 August. 7-13 Artillery provides a FO

to Phu My District on a permanent basis,

(g) Mobile Strike Force 'and Camp Strike Force Operationg: Con-
tinuous operations have been conducted with Mobile Strike Force ard Camp Strike
Force elerents, In A0 Cochige MSF Companies 201, 209 and 221 conducted operations
during the period 1-15 August 1968, From 15-2/ August CSF Companies 222 and 225
conducted operations and CSF Comrany "?5 and MSF Company 227 conducted operations
from 24-31 August. These elements conducted operations with the 24 Bn, 503d In-
fantry throughout the period. Continuous artillery and morter sup-ort was pro-
vided. The MSF requested and received an airstrike and on three occusions requested
and recelved helicopter gunship suprort. MSF and CSF units were provided avialion
support for combat assaults, extractions and resupply. UH-1H helicopters flew 81
sorties mcving 453 passengers and 10,000 lbs of resunply items. CH-47 aircraft
flew 13 sorties moving 551 passengers in support of the MSF/CSF units, The 4th
Baltalior 503d Infantry coordinates the efforts of the Cung Son CSF Cam» in Phu
Yen Province and provides fire support and aviation assets., On 7 August a com-
posite CSF commany from Cung Son began a combined operation with the 4ih Bn 503d
Infantry which continued to 15 August 1968, Six UH-1H, two CH-./7 and two heli-
copter gunships were provided to facilitate the CSF mobility and resupply during
this operation., Halicopter support was also provided to Cung Son CSF units on 20,
22 and 29 August,

(2) September:

(a) lst Battalion, 503d Infaptiv: The 1lst Bn conducted three
Battalion size combined operations in AO Cochigse. A search ead rnlear overation with
the 2d Bn 40th ARVN Regiment took place from the first to *~ e 23d of September,
From 19-23 September and from 23-30 September, the 1st °~ onducted joint opera-
tions with the /ith Bn and 2d Bn, /41st ARVN Regiment . ~ tively, Command liaison
visits were made on numerous occasions during thc -n. .f September and sitreps
and instums were exchanged with the 40th and /ist ‘' .egiment, Alrcraft support
was provided for the 40th ARVN Regiment for five co. . assaults, lifting 620
troops, and for five resunnly missions which moved a .otal of 15 tons of suprlies.
In addition, aircraft were provided to the 41st ARVN Regiment, which conducted six
combat assaults, lifting 2435 troops. It might also be noted that the 1lst Bn also
continued its participation in Operation Dau Sinh 22-6,

A combined operation in the Suoi Cai Valley (BR 8065), A0 Cochise, was conducted
by units of the lst Ban (Abn) 503d Infantry and the 41st ARVN Regiment from 22
through 30 September 1968. The operation consisted of jointly-planned and combined
combat assaults, following with reconnaissance in force and search and clear opera-
tions, During the course of the Suol Cal Operation coordination between units was
conducted several times daily and fire support was coordinated continuously, Two
battalions of ARVN troops were airlifted into the A0 and resupply missions were
flown daily, ARVN artillery was lifted to a fire suprort base, providing additional
support for the operation, Results of the Battle of Suoi Cai Valley included 198
VC/NVA KIA (BC), 3 VC/NVA CIA, 30 small arms CIA and 5 crew served weapons CIA,
(For further information, see inclosed CAAR, Battle of Suoi Cai Valley.)
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On 8 Septemher a squad from D/1-503d Infantry conducted an ambush with a FF
platoon from Van Truong Hamlet, Phu My District. A similiar operation involving
the same FF platoon and a squad from B/1-503d Infantry was conductcd on 15 Septem-
ber. Both were effective in improving the efficiency and confidence of the local
defense force and the US troops involved gained a better appreciation of the pro=
blems and attitudes of the Vietnamese., Additional platoon-sized ambushes were
conducted with FF units near LZ Sitts and Phu My District nightly from the 24
through the 22d of September., Daily visits to the Phu My District Headgquarters
were mnde by lialson personnel of the lst Bu and the Bn CO, LTC Francis J. Percy,
and five social visits vere made to the Phu My District Chief during the month,
Sitreps and instums were exchanged daily., It 1s felt that such interaction will
continue to be productive in producing good working reletionships and thus enhanc-
ing the efforts of both the Battalion and the District,

(b) 24 Battalion, 503d Infantry: The 2d Bn continued Operation
Dan Sinh 22-6 with ths 4Oth ARVN Regiment for the entire month of September, with
the 40th ARVN employing two battalions and the 2d Bn utilizing three airborms infan-
try companies in the adjecent areas of cparation, The 4Oth ARVN Regiment, supported
by US aircraft, conducted two combat assaults, 1ifting 220 troops, lnserting a 21-
man interrogation team and moved 13,000 pounds of barrier materials in suprort of
its combat operations, The command posts of both the 40th ARVN Regiment and the
2d Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry were located at LZ English, thus facilitating daily liai-
son visits, social calls and the exchange of sitreps and instums, Many cormmander's
visits were made during the month and om 17 September a luncheon was held in the
2d Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry Msss, attended by key personnel of the 40th ARVN and the
2d Battalion,

The 2d Bn also initiated a combined operation with RF/PF units in Hoal Nhon
District beginning on 23 September and continuing through the end of the month,
In addition, a combined training porgram was initiated on 23 Septenber to familiar-
ize FF/FF soldiers in the use of the 81mm mortar. Six RF/PF soldiers will be
taken to FSB Corregidor each week and given classes in basic mortar procedures and
will conduct practice Ziring, During the month six students completed the training
and nine new students began a new cycle, Four staff visits to Hoai Nhon District
were conducted by staff personnel of the 2d Bn., In these visits a combined train-
ing effort was coordinated and numerous administrative and logistical matters in
support of the program were resolved,

(¢) 1st Battalion, 69th Armor: The 1st Bn 69th Armor, OPCON to
the 173d Airborne Brigade, conducted 4 combined operations with elements of the
22d ARVN Division during the month of September. The first operation, on 3 Sep~
tember, was conducted with one company of the 4th Bn 40th ARVN Regiment, As this
was the first such operation to be conducted with elements of the 4th Bn, it served
in part as a coordination exercise. During the period 5 through 10 September, B
Company lst Bn é9th Armor received OPCON one infantr: platoon from the 3d Bn, 4Oth
ARVN Regiment to assist with the security of the Rome Plow operations in the Bong
Son Plains area. On 13 September 1968, B-1st Bn 69th Armor conducted reconnais-
sance in force operations with the 4th Bn, 4Oth ARVN Regiment; results were 4 VC
KIA (BC) and 5 VC CIA. Command and control vere enhanced during the operation be-
cause the Battalion Advisor, the ARVN Batialion Commander and the Armor Company
Commander were co-located, permitting coordination to be immediately erfected, On
30 September B-lst Bn €9th Armor conducted a joint operation with the Intelligence
Platoon of the 2d Bn, 40th ARVN Regiment, The 2d of the 40th had one infantry com-
pany operating to the north of the tank team on an independent mission, The ARVN
infantry company made contact with an estimated VC squad; and the tank team sup-
ported the contact after linking up with the intelligence platoon. The operation
was conducted as a training operation, and gave both units a better understanding
of mutual problems, The ARVN units rotate in LZ Salem monthly, and are not exper-
ienced in tank-infantry opersi ions, Initially, the ARVN soldiers were hesitant to
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wvalk in front of the tanks, but after a short time began to feel secure, and normal
infantry/armor mutual supoport was thus achieved., Experience has proven that posi-
tioning US advisors with ARVN units is a key-to command and control, The advisors
provide the recessary guldance and interpretation needed for both commanders to
understand what his counterpart desircs. Liaison by personal visits or through
electronic means is effected daily. In numerous instances, by coordinating the
intelligence athering effort, dunlication of effort :'as prevented and resulted in

a larzer area coverage. Oune example of coordination occured during an opergion
conducted in the western crescent area of A0 Cochise when a company from the lst ~ —
Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry made contact with an estimated VC platoon, The VC platoon
withdrew to the south and was observed by an ARVN platoon positioned at LZ Itchiebon.
The ARV Bn Commander kept the CO, 1lst Bn 69th Armor advised of the enemy location,
which assisted in employment of US Forces in pursuit of the ememg In addition,

staff vi:its have assisted in‘an understanding of operntional procedures of units
involved.

(d) 1st Batialion (‘echanized) 50th Infantry: As no :RVN units
are located in TAOR Malker, no combined operations were carried out with ATVN

units., However, gunship suprort wes furnished for ARVI! oper-tions in Phu Bon
Province and liaison visits were made by the Bn Commander, LTC John B, Carter,
and various staff officers to FPhu Bon Province during the month.

Tgsk Force Sghpoor: Operational from 13 through 26 September in AO Walker,
Task Force SCHNOUR, under the com-and of LTC Dean F. Schnoor, Brigade S3, was a
battalion-sized unit formed from resources of the 173d Airborne Brigade in response
to a request from the Senior Advisor of Phu Bon Province. The mission of the Task
Force was to combat assault in the AQ, interdict enemy movament from south te
north and conduct search and destroy operations within the A0, Task Force Schnoor
established a fire support base (Brigadoon) southwest of AN KHE CITY near the Phu
Bon Province border in order to provide artillery support to Opersation Phu Bon 142,
being conducted in an adjacent A0 and consisting of two companies from the 47th
ARVN Regiment and two PF companies from Phu Bon Province, Dally visits were made
to the ARVN Field CP, where fire sup-ort was coordinated and intelligence exchanged.
The Commanding General of the 22d ARVN Division also made a coordination visit to
Fire Supnort Base Brisadoon. Results of Task Force Schnoor were 5 VC KIA (BC),

1 VC KIA (BC), 1 VC CIA, 1 AK-50 CIA and 2.1 tons of rice confiscated. (For further
information, see inclosed CAiR, Tggk Force Schnoor.)

Rf/FF forces in AN TUC District (TACR_Walker) combined with elements of the
1st Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry during the month to secure vital bridges and strong-
points along highway QL 19, with two RF/PF personnel being assigned to each bridge.
On 26 September the lst Bn (Mech) established a battalion MATS team to train and
assist RF/FF platoons in AO Wglker, and to date iwo platoons have been trained.

17 social and liaison visits were made by staff personnel to An Tuc District Head-
quarters, and sitreps and instuns were exchanged daily.

(e) 34 Battalion, 319th Artillery: The 3d Bn 319th Artillery
continued its efforts toward the mutual coordination of all supnorting fires. It

established a permanent liaison section of three enlisted perzonnel with the 40th
ARVN Regiment CSCC, Daily liaison visits were made by the Battalion S3 to the 40th
ARVN CSCC or their US advisors. The CO, 3d Bn 319th Artillery visited the 41st
ARVY Regiment, he-dquarted at LZ Crystal, on 22 and 25 September to dfscuss com=
bined artillery suprort for the Suoi Cai Valley combined operetion.

Movement of artillery is always reported to the 40th ARVN Regiment. In addi-
tion, requests for preplanned fires in support of up-coming operations are exchanged

and the amount of ammurition and results of all missions fired are exchanged., All
chanzes in fire direction frequencies are also reported.
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On 12 September, 3-319th and C/7-13th Artillery conducted training with B/37th
Artillery, LZ English, on mean point of impact radar regis:rations. The class was
four hours long. The 3d Bn 319th Artillery coordinated with 2032 Aviation Company,
LZ English, to provide an 0O=1 aircreft to A-222 Battery, LZ English for aerial ad-
justment and registretion of artillery, An 0-1 aircraft was provided twice during
the month,

Throughout the reporting period the 3d Bn 319th Artillery has provided forwerd
observer parties from its own resources and from 41st Artillery Group rescurces to
five MSF/CSF companies operating in the 173d Airborne Brigade's AO Cochise, Two
narties have been provided for the entire month, Three parties have been provided
during the operation in the Soul Ca Valley vhich commended on 22 September 1968.
3-319th firing batteries fired 468 rounds in 31 missions in support of 'SF/CSF op-
erations,

Juring the neriod 1-16 September, while A/3-319th was located et LZ Tony, the
battery made regular liaison visits to Ha Tay Snecial Forces Cemp, The 3-319th
will continue to nrovide forward observer teams to MSF/CSF companies which func-
tion under the operztional control of the 173d Airborne Brigade. The 3-319th fired
97 missions in support of RVN forces during the reporting reriod, expending 1975
rounds, The 6-32d Artillery fired 511 missions, expending 2317 rounds in support
of RYN forces, The 7-13th Artillery expended 3424 rounds in 125 missions and the
7-15th Artillery expended 1073 rounds in 138 missions for RVN forces,

Durings the reporting period ARV artillery fired 19 missions expendirg 214
rounds in support of US forces., ARV and US Artillery massed fire twice during
the reporting period, expending a "otal of 176 rounds. The 3-319th Artillery pro-
vides a liaison section on a continuing basis to the 40th ARVN Regiment., Likewise,
the 7-13th Artillery and 6-324 Artillery provide liaison sections on a continuing
bLasis to the 41st and 47th ARVN Regiments respectively.

(f) Mobile Strike Fcrce and Camp Strike Force Elements: Mobile
Strike Force and Camp Strike Force elsments continued operating witfin the 173d
Airborne Brigade's AO/TAOR during the month of September. From 1-6 September CSF
Co 31 operated north of LZ Uplift, and from 7-11 September CSF Co 75 operated in
the same location. CSF Co 222 operated jointly with the 1-503d Infantry in the
Soui Ca Valley from 27-30 “eptemter, A helicopter was provided daily to transport
approxdmately 500 1lbs of cargo, The 2d Bn 503d Infantry conducted battalion size
operations with CSF and MSF elements during the entire reporting period. Units
were OPCON to the 2d Bn 503d Infantry and conducted the following combimed opers.
tions: CST 222, 1-15 Sept; MSF 271, 3-30 Sept; I'SF 221, 15-30 Sept. Continuous
artillery and mortar support were provided during these operations. The following
aviation support was rendered: MSF 271 vas resupvlied six times, using nine US
sorties, totalfng 8,000 1bs; MSF 221 was transported to FSB Corregidor from L2
English using 4 CH-47 sorties 1lifting 121 personnel and wss resupplied three times
using five UH-47 sorties totaling 3,000 pounds; CSF 222 was resupplied two times
using four UH-47 sorties totaling 3,500 pounds and was extracted from the area of
operation using 3 CH-47 sorties 1lifting 110 personnel.

(3) October:

(a) 1st Battalion 503d Infantry: The 1lst Battalion conducted two
combined operations during the month, one with the 41st ARVN Regiment from the lst
to the 9th of October, and one platoon-sized operation on the 31st with elements of
the 40th ARVN Regiment,

The first operation, which involved two battalions, took place in the vici-
nity of the Soul Ca Valley. Sitreps aml (ntsums were exchanged prior to the op-
eration and several reciprocal command lisison visits were made which contributed
to its success, The results of the operation were three VC KIA, one VC CIA, two
Chicom hand grenades, two AK-47's, two rucksacks, and 250 pounds of rice CIA.
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During the reporting period there were numerous liaison and social visits made to
tre 4'st ARVN Regiment, Phu My District Hendquarters, and various villa-es.

One squad from C Company, 1st Bn 503d Infantry conducted a joint security opera-

tion with a Van Truong FF rlatoon on the 6th and 7th of October., Fron the 7th tc

the 11th of Cctober the 1st Bn 503d Infantry conducted joint training for one RF
company at LZ Courage., The training consisted of ssuad tactics, care and cleanirg

of individual veapons and the organizatjon of perincter defenses, The com ander

and steff of the 1lst Bn, 503d Infentry made 20 visits to Phu 'y District Headcuar-
ters during the reporting period ard there ivere e:xchanges of Sitrens and Intsums
daily. In acdition, several RF/FF units were visited and given approximately 5000
sandbags, some medical supplies and soap,

(b) 2d Battalion, 503d Infantry: The 2d Ba'talion and the 40th

AWVN Regiment continued oper:.ting togeiher throughout the montl of Ostober as a
continuation of Op ration Dan Sigh 22-6 (see OPERATICNS),

The 40th ARVN Regiment received US helicopter sunport during the month »f
October to conduct 8 combat assaults lifting 840 troops and delivering apyroxi-
mately 8,000 pounds of resupplies in support of operations,

The command posts of the 40th ‘RVN Regiment and the 2d Battalion 5034 Infan-
try continued to te located at LZ English, Daily liaison visits, exchanre of Sit-
reps and Intsums, and frequent social calls continued to enhance operaiions, Per-
sonal me~tings between LTC Long and LTC Nicholson have been very beneficial in
mutually understanding and appreciating the challenges and progress made in ex-

ecuting the vhases of Dan Sinh 22-6,

A combined training progra. to familiarize RF/PF soldiers in the use of the
81mm mortar was initiated on 23 September and has continued through the reporting
period. A tatal of 13 RF/PF nersonnel received this training during the month,
They were transported by helicopter to and from FSB Corregidor and were provided
rations, ruarters, and amminition during the training cycle,

Several lialson visits were made by members of the 2d Bn 503d Infantry steff
to Hoal Nhon District Headquarters during the month which facilitated coordina-
‘tion of training and the exchange of - ctical information, In addition, numerous
administrative and logistical details were resolved which enhanced the joint re-
lationship of US RF/PF units,

The 2d Bn, 503d Infantry conducted two combined operatio-s with Hoai Nhon Dis-
trict K’ units during the month of October, Each operation involved ore US and
one RF company, In both cases the US unit maneuvered, while the R™ unit ecled as
a blocking force. The first operation in the west Tiger Mountains was initiated
on 7 October and terminated on 13 October and resulted in one VC KIA, The second
operation in the South An Lao Valley, was conducted from the 12th to the 13th of

"October and resultcd in two VC KIA, Both operations were effective in that the
two areas were searched and cleared through the cooperation and effor.s of toth
forces. Several liaison visits were effected prior to each opera‘ion which con-
tributed to their success,

(e) 4th Battallon, 503d Infantry: From the lst to the lith of
October, the 4th Bn 503d Infantry operated to the Com anding General, 4th
Infantry Division., The 4th Battalion closed at Tuy Hoa North on the 15th of Oct-
ober and on the 21st participated in a combired operation wtih two battalions of
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