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ocPARTmrr OP THE ARMY 

HMdquArUra, 5th tatUllon (AW)(SP) 2d Artllltiy 
AN San Prmnelteo   96266 

tMS} 9 Pabniarr 1969 

SUBJSCTi    Oparatloml Raport of 5th Battalion (AW)(3P) 2d Artlllary for 
tha Parlod Ending 31 January 1969. RCä C3POR-65 (tl) (U) 

SB DISTRIBUT ION i 

1.    (C)   Sact^on 1. Oparatlonai   Slpilfleant Actlvltla» 

a.   Attalnletratlon/Paraonnalt 

(t)   During this raportlng parlod peraonnal raplaeamanta hara baan racalr- 
ad In aufficiant nvnbara to adaquately fulfill operational raquir«aanta.   Dur- 
ing tha parlod Novanbar - Dacanbar 1966, critical ahortagas daralopad in tha 
IDS 16P (Ligit ADA Crmman) and In MOS m (Artillery Searchlight Craman) 
which required tha battalion* a widely diaparaed tactical eleaanta to aupport 
eoobat faquirenants with undaratrangth manning crewa.    Additionally, replace- 
■ant peraonnal received during that period generally poaaaaaad a wide Tariaty 
of non-automatic weapona related MOS's which required a conaidarabla OJT per- 
iod to develop tha required AW akllla and Job proficiency.   However, ainee 
■id January 1969» the peraonnal replacanant problem has been improving and 
raplaeaanta are now being received in sufficient number and MOS to relieve 
critical ahortagas. 

neli 

AWABP3 

(2)   The following awards ware presented to assigned and attached person- 

HUMHEH 

Silver Star  , U 
Bronsa Star "V» k 
Bronsa Star 26 
Air Madal 5 
Amy Commendation Madal 45 
Any CenmnUtion Medal "V" 7 
Purple Heart 14 
Good Conduct Madal 37 

DOWN6MDI0 AT 3 YEA! MIEIVAIS; 
DfciASsir» Ann n YEAB. 

DOO DM 5200.10 

(3)   The battalion headquarters was engaged in normal operationa during 
the reporting period with increased effort directed toward redaaignlng and 
■trangthening tha perimeter defense of tha headquarters compound. 
FOR OT UT 
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CONFIKNTMl 
(4) During UM ptrlod 26 MovMriMr - 20 Jumrj 1969, tho VulMn Cortwt 

TMB (VCr) mt ttUelMd to tottorr A, 5th BttUUon (AW)(SP) 24 ArtlUory. 
to tupport AW alMlona In tho lit Infantr/ Dttlilon't TAOR.    Upon eoaplotlon 
Of tho ovolua'.lon objoetlvot In tho lit Infantry Division1« TAOR, tho VCT 
«M attoolMd to Bottom B, 5th B«tt«llon (Atf)(3P) 2(1 ArtlUory, whor« It 1» 
ourrontl/ conduct In« AW opomtlont In tupport of th« 25th Division. 

(5) Thor« mre no a(hilnl«ti«tlv« or t«atle«l navMnt« of Hoodquortor«, 
5th Btttslien (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery, during this importing p«rlod. 

(6) Bottkllon p«r«onn«l «Uttitles •« of jl January 1969» 

(a)   Cumnt Strengthi 

AUTHOR IZB) 
OPK   WO Tl 

ASSIGNED 
oiTwb   m 

5th Bn (AW)(9P) 2d Arty            37     3 
D Btry (MO) 71»t Arty                2     0 
I Btry (SU) 29th Arty               7     0 
VCT (Provisional)                       1     0 

47     3 

652 
140 
143 

S 

40   3   609 
3   0   119 
5   0   124 
1    0     22 

49   3   ffJ 

(b)   Oalns and loss«s| 1 Nov 68 • ■ 31 Jan 69 

GAINS 
5th Bn (AW)(3P) 2d Arty             ^72 
D ßtry (MB) 71st Arty                   41 
I Btry (SLT) 29th Arty                 kO 
fCT (Provisional)                           0 

353 

LOSSES 
200 

16 
41 

1 
2^7 

(c)   Casoaltlos 1 1 «ov 58 - 31 Jan 69: 

OS NUMBER 

Dlsd of Battl« Wounds 
XIA 
WIA 
MIA 
Non-Battl« OsKths 

0 
0 

28 
0 
0 

55 

(d)   H It R Xxporienee: 

ROGATION 
Australia 
Bangkok 
Hawaii 
Hong Kong 
Manila 

NOV 
22 

5 
14 

3 
1 

2 

DEC 
T2 

14 
10 

2 
1 

JAN 
15 
3 

16 
5 
1 
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LOMriOW HOV DISC JAN 
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M one 

2 3 
1 
1 

2 
1 

2 0 
1 0 

57 
J 
53 

Pcnuig 2 3 t 
Slniapor« t 2 0 
Talpal I t 2 
Tokyo 2 0 3 
Kuala Luapur i 0 0 
In-Country _J _i 0 

(7)    Currant organlutional structure of the 5th tUttallon (AW)(SP) 2d 
Artlll«ry Is at Inclosura t. 

b.   Oparttlons: 

(t)   Oanarali    This reporting period was characterized by the raposltion- 
Ing of autoaatie weapons and searchlight assets consistent with the changing 
operational situation and the Increasing exploitation of the W,2A1  indirect 
fire capabilities.    The battalion's overall combat capability Mas appreciably 
enhanced by the attachment and subsequent deployment of the Vulcan Ccabat 
Team (VCT)| however, the battalion's flexablllty and maintenance support has 
been limited by the almost total camnltment of General Support assets in re- 
sponse to danands for automatic weapons In the oal^on and Blen Hoa Area. 
Continuing emphasis was placed on developing procedures and doctrine direct- 
ed at improving the Indirect fire accuracy of the M/.2A1. 

(2)   Unit Attachments and Missions: 

(a) During this reporting period, the battalion remained assigned to 
US Army Vietnam and attached to II Field Force with operational control of 
the Battalion's assets exercised by II Field Force Artillery. 

(b) Batteries A, B, and C remained In attachment for OPCON and logist- 
ics to the 1st, 25th, and 9th Infantry Divisions respectively. 

(e)   Battery D remained In General Support of 11  Field Force Vietnam 
Artillery, with elements further attached for Of0ÜN and logistics as fol- 
low«:    two sections U M42A1*s) attached to the 199th Light Infantry Bri- 
gade; two sections (U HWAt's) attached to the 54th Artillery Group and 
further attached to the 7th Battalion, 8th Artillery;  one section (2 Mt2A1's) 
attached to tjhe Royal Thai Army Volunteer Force;    one section (2 Mit2Al,s) 
attached to the Bien Hoa Tactical Area Command;    and two sections (4 HU2AV a) 
supporting missions for II Field Force Vietnam Artillery. 

(d)   Battery D (MO) 71st Artillery remained in General Support of II 
Field Force and attached to the 5th Bn (AW)(SP) 2d Arty with firing ele- 
ments further attached for OPCON and logistical support as follows:    two 
sections (8 N5$'a) attached to the 23rd Artillery Group;    one section each 
attached to the 54th Artillery Group and the 25th Infantry Division;  one- 
half section each (2 MSS's) attached to the 199th Light Infantry Brigade 
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UUNHiltNIIAL
and tha 9th Infantry Olvlalont on« ••cttofi r^mfelnad In Ulract
of Haadquartora, II field Force Virti -to and one l.air tetUon in nattary 
■alntananoa with on order mleelons. Headjuartare, battary D (Mi) 
Axillary ramalna co-locateJ with Haad>)uartei*a, ^th Hattallon (AK)(iiP) 2d
AK illary.

(a) Battary I (Search 1 i*<ht ; i’h irtli.ery re:p.!i><?'l etta-had to tha 
5th Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery and fiirLlmi « taiti**^ for oPOOh and 
logiatica aa follo%rt: Flrat end ihirxt Flat. .r. -.ne^hed to lat arul 2'>th
Infantry Dlvlalona respactlvoly; the Sncrino ia.. >n r«ea*lnad in (#«nerai 
Support of II Field Korea with elem^.ru e *'! !,' N i ( ■> ' > f> U Light Infant ry 
Brigade, 54th Artillery Group, .1 1 Aidlliery iranaportatloii
Battalion, and the Koyal Tlial Army Volunteer Force ileal ;uartera, 5th 
Battalion (AW)(3P) 2d Artillery-

(f) During this reporting parl >d t.rm *n vi 1 c-ajn ,ta > at­
tached to A, B, and D Batter lee, .th Hattallon (Aa;(.^P) :*d Artliiery, to 
support Bisalons noraally aeelgned to M42Ai'e °:r: MS5'e In orde to acc- 
OBplish a realistic comparative evaluation of the Vulcan Syatea In the 
ground support role and develop amployiaent doctrine.

(g) Current depioyraente and indlviJual unit mlsalons of tha sth Bat­
talion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery are listed at Inclosura 2.

(3) Automatic weapon and .xjurw! iiKh»
ieally at Incloaure 3.

.'loytr:- il n ai •• ;.o:'-d>e l graph-

(4) Combat Readiness r.val uat n P r'ly rum (Crtc.) t Ihe <,t Iona I fteadl-
nass Evaluation Program, developed i-u 1 Novaiuber 19o8 was rxparld^;d up.r.i oy 
tha Combat Readiness Evaluation Program developed on .;0 uecemPer 1968. Tha 
battalion developed a Combat Readiness Evaluation Program desj.;iied to pro­
vide a more detailed and a more realistic evaluation of the m-.ssio.i cap­
abilities of firing units In the field and also to serve as an inutru. r;ciml 
medium to standardize procedures and imrirove jve)v*ii factl«.al oiid technical 
proficiency. To support the ob.lecti/es ■' this >0- a ‘-a’is; ion I'tis.
toam was organised consisting of experienced officers and rJGG's fiirj the ope- 
rationa. Communications, and Maintenance lertions of the battan-.n head­
quarters. The CRE la comprehensive in nat.ure aiid '.rovides a detailed eval­
uation of crow drill, direct <tno i.ilir.-rt Mrc ...eiures. Job knowicioe, 
communicatlona procedures, artillery and automotive maintenance, field 
sanitation a^ aamll arms. The rosiits f ths 0.1 a coiiduotei t. date iMi 
eata that the program 1s producing ths desired results and ha-> ai.esly 
brought about a marked Improvement In th* overall nr-^flctency of the hattal- 
ionil firing elements. A copy of the Oflr, ragilati .n and 3valuat:<.i; -» .eets
is at Incloaure 4.

(5) Significant Combat toerations;

(a) 17 December 1968, Dau Tleng ambush — On 17 Uecen-bei 1 l, two (2)
M42 Dusters from B Battery, 5th Bittalion (AW (of t 2.^ »rtlUe.-y w-c- asuort- 
ing the second march unit in a r^mwoy traveling fr-'i. . » C'li t •• . ii-ng.
At 1Q45H a battalion size enemy force ambushed the second march
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unit from poaltlon* on both »Id«« of the road.    Using autautle wMpon« 
•nd HPO fir« the «naajr »toppad tha wren unit by disabling two Urge 
trueln loaded with «aiunltlon.    Once the march unit wai haltad, ft Urg« 
•naqr fore« amargrd from the treellne alone the north side of tha roftd 
and began delivering well coordinated mortar,  Hfil,  and «utonatlc weapona 
fire.    The two (2) MJ42

,e ImedUtely in>',Hv<" i  t.ne ene-ny force advancing on 
the convoy from the north aide «r the r<ad.    Meanwhile, two (2) additional 
MttS'a, which had been dlsp-itcmd fron Uau Ti«iiB earlier In the day to ft 
road outpost, ware radioed for asslstunce.    Bv th^ tine they arrived, ft 
Mftll eneaqr force along the  south side had lieer, nnutmllzed, but tha Lar- 
ger enaay force on the north side of the road wan »till  advancing and was 
ftttMptlng to overrun two disabled APC'a.    Uurtntf the next few mlrutaa tha 
battle waxed to Its greatest Intensity, but the tremendous volume of fire- 
power delivered by the four U) Mi2'»  In conjunction with air strikes and 
wail aimed artillery, forced the eneny to withdraw nfter sustaining heavy 
oaaualtles.    The ftftermath of the battle revealed that the American Forces 
had suatalned 6 KIA,  13 WIA, with U APC'a, eight 5 tons, one 2i ton, and 
one i ten vehicle destroyed during the bettle.    £n«ny losses amounted to 
76 KIA, 19 of which were directly credited to tha four Duster crews. Auto- 
matic weapon« ware directly responsible for stemnlng the initial enemy 
thrusts and inflicting heavy casualties and damage to the hostile force. 

(b) 27 Decanber 1968, M/»2Al  close defensive fires In support of In- 
fantry operations — At 2220H on 27 December 1964, elementa of the D/2/16 
Infantry occupying an ambush position near Phu Lol came into contact with 
an astiaated VC company.   The most responsive fire support means available 
were two (2) M»2A1,8 at • Night Defensive Position approximately 1500 
meters from the infantry ambush position.    A request for Mi,2A1  UOa* close 
defensive fires was called in to the artillery IHO at the Night Defensive 
Position, and the 00 of D/2/16 adjusted the fires on the eneny positions 
which ware within 100 meters of the friendly troop location.   The accuracy 
and voluM of 4Cta& fire caused the enemy to break contact and.vitbdraw. 
Although the M42A1   is not ideall;- suited to provide close  support,in- 
direct  fires  to maneuver eiemenls,   this  engagement  clearly  Illustrates  that 
the M^2A1 has  the capability ani car  respond effectively to emergency request 
for  close  support. 

(c) 28 Decaafeer 1968, Can Giuoc rocket attack — At 28O1.30H December 
1968, one lOTmrn rocket was fired  Into the PSPB near Can Qiuoe.    The alert 
craw of track #212, C Battery, 5th Battalion (AW)(äP) 2d Artillery, observed 
the .rocket ifi launch and flight.    The crew then immediately delivered 60 
rounds of 4CtBi on the target.    No additional rockets were fired.    At first 
light, tha supported Infantry unit swept the area and found eleven (11) 
additional rockets in firing position aimed at the Can Giuoc P3PB, one VC 
body, and blood tralla leading into the tree line.   The 9th Division cred- 
ited tha alert Mf2 crew with thwarting an enemy rocket attack and prevent- 
ing casualties and damage to tha Can Giuoc PSPB.   This successful use of 
automatic waapona in tha counter rocket role clearly indicates tha daaira- 
bility for rules of engagement which allow the automatic weapona freedom 
to respond lanadlataly to tactical emergencies. 

CONFIDENTIAL   1 
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(d) 11 J*miary 1969, ambM-n vlclnltv Thunder 111 — At 1015H on H

J*nuAT7 1969, « du<? In NVA ccm^la(^y anhuahed a ■dne SM«<!plng convoy con­
sisting of sovsn APC's of ths Itth ACH and one Vulcan XH-163. Tha Initial 
vollsj of sn«ny RPG flra dastroyad the APCa lm.-nedlately to tha front and 
roar of tha Vulcan, killing two and wounding many others. Tha Vulcan, 
which did not suataln any ; o.o;. »o r«k- the d«»g In anany positions
with accurata and continuous 2(«im flra As tha tam(io of tha angagaaant 
incrwaaad in faroclty, two more aHi;'b wrra JlsrtMed by enemy RHJ flra, 
laaving only tha Vulcan and the remaining APt*s to prevent the anaiqr force 
frosi ovarrunnlng the convoy. The Vulcan had almoMf totally expanded its 
basic load of 2Ctnn and 7.62mra MI a.-ni.nilMon wtici. the sister Vulcan track 
froB PSPB Thunder III arrived at the an-,hush sitr to »• Inforce the convoy 
and to provide a resunplv of .'(ini'i ara.T.'K.itIor.. both '-ulcana continued the 
firs fight until the enamy force withdrew. The results of the ambush were 
2 US KIA, 28 US WIA, and 1,1 NVA MA, 20 of which were credited to the Vui- 
eans.

(а) 11, January 1969, Dau Tleng ambush — On 11, January 1969, two (2J 
M55 Quads, organic to D Battery, 71at Artillery, were assigned the mission 
of aaeortlng a convoy froai Cu Chi to Oau Tleng. At HOCK, the eneigy staged 
an ambush on the second march unit of the convoy. Using autonatic weapons 
snd RPO firs the enemy stopped the convoy by disabling several vehicles.
Ones the convoy was halted, the Quad which accompanied the second march unit, 
laid down a base of fire so the remainder of the march unit could escape
the smbush kill *one. rfhlle in the prnec-ss of laying a base of fire, the 
Quad took automatic weapons and RPG fire which punctured all the tires and 
disabled the mount. In the meantime, the Quad from the first march unit 
had come back to assist the disabled yuad. While the battle was progress­
ing, two (2) Dusters, belonging to B Mattery, Sth battalion (AW){oF,, 2d 
Artillery, and acting as Ready Reaction Force for tnat road, were called 
to assist ths infantry in sweeping the area. The two (2) Dusters which 
Joined the infantry were in constant contact with the enemy ambush force 
•fwl had to call Dau Tleng for a resupply of ammunition. Two Justers v,ltn 
aasninltion resupply arrived and Joined wlt.n the other Dusters and inf ^ntry 
in sweeping the area. After several engUf'ements witn groups of NVA, the 
eMmy force was neutralized ami the Dusters returned to i>au Tier;g at ap- 
proeciaately 170CH. The aftermath of the battle revealed the American 
Forces hsd sustained 7 KIA, “2 wIA, one Ato and one 2^ ton truck destroy­
ed. In return the enemy lost 122 KIA, 2a of which were directly credited 
to the Quad and Duster crews.

(б) Eff?)rt8 to Improve the accuracy of M42A1 inalrect fire: Since
sarly Dsesmber 1968, Headquarters, 6th riattallon (AW)(oP> 2d Artillery, 
has been experimenting with Indirect fire in a effort to develop
procedures and techniques that will insure increased accuracy and mini­
mise the possibility of artillery incidents. Registrations of have
been conducted on a daily basis using the AN/MPQ-4A counter mortar radar 
located at Duster Compound. The initial accuracies plotted by the radar 
showed constant range and drift errors which llmltevl the effectiveness of 
40hs indirect fire. Because nr tahi-w sre svailshle for the Mi,2A1,
the 5/2 Arty FDC used the ili i.jc a oO day period to
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davalop tUndard correetlont for drift.    Th» con«t«rit r«rn« «rrora (ov«r- 
•g«*) Mr« rei«4rch«d to b« • function of muni« voloclty.    Th« onij •vaU- 
•bl« firing Ublaa are conatructad ualng a MV of 2800 r?j whan In fact th« 
actual MV rangaa froa 2870-28VO KP3 accoHlng to anno ..ata earda.    Apply- 
ing corractlona for drift and the actual MV  , recant    n-llract fir« aiaaiona 
fr«t Ouatar Compound hav« baan achlavln« acrurecl«» of 2(L-U0 ■«t«r8 in ranga 
and 3-5|l in ailmuth up to a ran^e of 9,f 00 meter» 

(7)    RVN Automatic Weapon» Ccnmandara1  Conference -- Uuring th« p«riod 
7-8 January 1969, the 5th Battalion (AW)(SP) M Artillery    hoatad th« HVM 
Automatic ««apona Camander»1  Conference.    The conference  proved to    b« 
highly productive and provided the c-imwri'lers and their ataffa the oppor- 
tunity to exchange  Idea» and discus» mutual   nroblem areas.    Major area» 
addraased during the couraa of the conference Included:    methoda and tach- 
niquaa to Improve the «ffactlvenes» of AW Indirect fire, raalntananc« pro- 
grtma and procedures,  Combat Raadlness cvaluntlun Proirrama, AW deployment» 
and amployaants, and reviaiona to Tactical aüP'a baaed on leaaona learned 
during th« oast year.    The Combat Headlnesa Evaluation Program, developed 
by th« 5th Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery, was particularly wall received 
»y th« representative» of the other battalion» and will be incorporated in 
whol« or part Into their inspection prograos. 

c.    Logistics/Maintenance: 

(a) The severe maintenance problems generated by the temporary inter- 
ruption of the M42A1  closed loop replacement  program have persisted through- 
out the greater part of the reporting period.    Only during the last three 
weeks of January did rebuilt systems begin to arrive in country through 
th« closed loop replacement system.    Nine (9) rebuilt H/^ZAl's have been re- 
ceived to date, and eight (8) more rebuilt MiZAt'a are scheduled to arrive 
in mid Kabruary.    The arrival of these seventeen (17) replacement vehicle» 
will in part relieve the critical maintenance situation that has developed 
and will reduce the percentage of ovarrallea^e M42A1,8 from 30* to 20J{ by 
the end of February 1969.    However, although the arrival of replacement 
H»2A1's will provide some relief for the overmileage M42A1's,  the relief 
will only be temporary unless some positive measures are developed in con- 
Junction with supported units to reduce the employment of M42A1,8 in ex- 
tensive mileage missions.    The continuing employment of M42A1'a in extend- 
ed daily road marches and convoy escort produces excessive strain and wear 
on M42A1 automotive components which measurably increases the maintenance 
work load an* places unusual demands on the repair parts supply system. 
Efforts initiated by this battalion to reduce mileage through divisional 
channels have met with some degree of success, but the mileage reduction« 
achieved were partially offset by the fact that 30'l of the M42A1,s had far 
exceeded mileage turn-in criteria and a larjre percentage of the remaining 
vehicles are very near the overmileage point. 

(b) The M42AI  repair parts problem Was aggravated during the reporting 
period orinarily due to the absence of retrograde Mi,2A1 • s which hav« been a 
vital Red Ball source of critical repair parts.    The retrograded Mt2Al    re- 
pair parts «ource of the 218th Classification and Collection Conpany was 
exhausted in mid November 1968, and only recently with the receipt of the 

!    CONFIDENTIAL 





CONFIDENTIAL 

Octobar 
NovMb«r 
DaeMbar 

B«tt»ry C 

October 
Novnbar 
Daeaabar 

B*ttarT D 

Octobar 
Novaabar 
Dacaatoar 

k ton       3A ton i ton     man 

TUTALi 

TOTALi 

3,091 
3.096 
2.66} 
37852 

7,1i.6 
7,297 

20,867 

6,305 
7,645 
3.U7 

T77397 

1,272 
1,09/. 

72i. 
3,090 

a.8 
32 

;28 

3,799 
2,782 
3.238 
9T819 

2,905 
982 

810 
762 

2,fci 

4,02} 
4,991 
3.19» 

1272T4 

u.uu 
^999 
2,676 

11,149 

8,185 
7,606 

23^77 

268 
291 
101 
ZS5 

2,583 
965 

1f605 
5,153 TOTALi 

tettarr D (MG) 71 at ArtlUary 

TOTAL MILEAGE FOR ALL VEHICLES:    37.136 

B*ttai7 I (SLT) 29th Artillary 

TOTAL MILEAGE FOR AIL VEHICLES:    67.421 

Conmandera Observation« Evaluation 2.    (C)   Sactlon 2:   Leasona Learned 
and Reconmendatlona 

a.    Pwionnelt    Untrained Officer RepXacaaent Peraonnal 

(1) OBSERVATION!    During 2d Quarter,  FT 69, the battalion received few 
Officer raplacamenta with prior training or experience in Air Oafana« Artil- 
lery Autoaatlc Waapona. 

(2) BVALUATXONi    Because the battalion was receiving few Officer replace- 
aents who ware graduates of the F18 Automatic Weapons Cnurae at Ft BXiaa, 
Taxaa, It bacaaa apparent that sou« positive maa^uras would have to ba estab- 
lished to idlntity these school trained Officara for asaigimant to AW battal- 
ion upon arrival In country.   Headquarters, U3ARV, waa alerted to the fact that 
F18 course graduataa have received training specifically tailored for aaalgn- 
ment to AW units in RVN, and that Headquarters was requested to doeely acni- 
tlnite the records of Incoalng ADA Officers to identify those who ware P18 
qualified.   This identification'required extremelj dose exaainatloo of per- 
sonnel records because the F18 course does not award the MOS 1174 (Autoaatlc 
Weapons Unit CoBssander). 
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(3) Rfc.COMMr:NDATIuNi Officer gruduatea of the F18 Automatic Wea|>ons 

Couraa of Ft Biles, Texas should liave MUi H?/* as a pencil entry on their 
records to facilitate assignment to AW uriKo ... iVN.

b* Operations: Drift Uurrfctlon l'a< Us f the Mt,2Al

(1) OtkibRVAl ION I When the Ulran; Is used to attack surface
targets with indirect fire it has tiean detern.ined that drift corrections 
must be applied to the firing ilata to achieve the desired accuracy.

(2) EVALUATION: During the :»a3t two mt)nths this oattallon has been
using the AN/MPy-4A counter-mortar radar to determine the accuracy of M42A1 
(4Qmi) Indirect fire. The results of ilally radar sightings over this period 
of tine prove that the LClnm non-selfdestroct round will always Impact to the 
right of the target, with the degree of error usually a 1 .igarithmic function 
of range. The constant azimuth error is a result of drift, which must be 
eonpensated for with standard corrections if u;e error is to be eliminated. 
Currently, there is no approved drift correction table available to units 
employing the M42A1 in RVN.

(3) REgiMMENDATION; Appropriate agencies of the Air Defense Center,
Ft Bliss, Texas, should take the nece.^nary action to develop drift correct­
ion tables for the M42A1 and make triem available to AW uruts in RVN.

c. Training: None

d. Intelligence; None

e. Logistics;

(1) Expanded Maintenance Capability for M42A1 AW Units;

(a) OBSERVATION; Automatic Weapons battalion and Battery .Maintenance 
Sections as currently authorized by TOi are inadequate to support the M42A1 
when ei^loyed exclusively in the ground support role.

(b) EVALUATION; Current AW Battery and Battalion TOE'a, which were 
developed to support relatively low mileage ai' defense mission requirements, 
are inadequate to support the maintenance requirements of the M42A1 when 
employed exclusively in Armor/Armored Cavalry type adssions. Maintenance 
sections have insufficient personnel, tools, and test equipment to acccmno- 
date the M42A1 maintenance workload that is generated by the high mileage 
and rough terrain missions currently assigned to the M42A1's in RVN. The 
wide dispersion of the M42A1 elements and the heavy mobility requirements
as opposed to the relatively fixed positions inherent in the PAW Air Defense 
mission, have created maintenance problems that were not considered in the 
original employment concept . Ejser.tialiy, the AW units of this battalion 
are performing missions closely associated with those of a Medium Tank Bat­

talion or Armored Cavaliy unit and therefore tend to experience maintenance 
problems typical of these types of units.
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(e)   RSCümUPATIOIIi    Putur« daplojrmant plant for rull-trmektd PAW unit« 

to b« Mtplojad In ground support altalont ahould b« procodod tagr a atudj of 
■alntonanc« rvaourcaa eurrontly allocatad to Araorad unlta and AH TOE'a 
ahould ba otodlflad aceordlnxly. 

(2)   M55 Quad 50 Cal MO Atlauth Band; 

(a)    OBdERVATIONi    Tha locally fabricated azimuth band on tha Mi5 Quad 
90 Cal MC la not aufflclantly accurata tu guarantae affactlva indiraet flra. 

lb)    EVALUATIONi    M5J Quad 50 Cal MG crawa hava oftan baan raqulrad to 
dallvar indiraet flra on surface targata In RVN.   The accuracy of tha firaa 
dallvarad la appreciably limited because tha M55 mount doaa not COM equip- 
ped with a precision ailauth measuring device.   To provide an indiraet fir« 
capability, M55 craws are fabricating azimuth bände out of locally procured 
itaaa which provide aecuraelaa of only 25 mils.    Additionally, thaaa locally 
fabricated azimuth measuring devices do not stand up wall under vibration 
and constant uaa and require frequent repair and/or relnatallation. 

(e)    RECOMMEHDATIOW»    That the acimuth band for the M55 Quad 50 mount 
be preeiaion manufactured with one mil increment markinga and affixed to 
the M55 mount prior to shipment to RVN,   Another acceptable solution would 
ba to equip the M55 mount with an azimuth indicator similar to the one on 
tha Nl»2 Duater, and locate it under the control handles. 

f. Omanization;    None 

g. Other;    None 

iiM^)OJ^^ 
THEODORh H SCHMIDT 
LTC,    ADA 
Cosnanding 

U  Inel-w/d,   Hq,   DA 
1 - Bmttaliew Orgawlaatianml Sirueture 
3 Uwtt Perteyewt and Mlaalene 
3 k*m*M* Wempewa and Searehltgh» Peeitieiia 
k     Caaba» Bsadlwaaa Evaluation Hegwlatiew mud Svmluatlen 8hee»a 

DISTRIBUTION: 
2 - USARPAC 
3 - U3AHV 
3 - H PPV Arty 
1  - Bn Pile 

CONFIDENTIAL 



AWWAÜ    19 Feb 69)    lat .nd MSFEBISSS 
SUBJECT:    Operationui  itenort of 5th iJatUlion  {AW)(SP) 2d Artillery for 

the Period K ,din^ 31 January  1969,  UCS a.Külu65  (RI)(U) 

bti, iiiäA^UAitTiiiiü, ii KifXiJ mncii i/rariA':, APO 96266 

TO:    Conraandini; Ueneral,  il Klcld i'orco  '/istnen, ATTN:    AVKIX-hE, 
AfO 96266 

1. The quarterly report of the 5th  iiattailon  (AV.)(3P), 2d Artillery 
adenuatoly reflecta the oporationo and losaons learned during the re- 
portinc period. 

2. Reference 3.jct,ion ?,  para ?a, Imtrninoa Clffloer Iteplaconent 
Peraonnel.    Concur. 

3. .-Leferencc Section 2,  riara 2b,  Drift Coi-'-cction  fables for the 
M4.2A1.    Concur. 

/►.    iiel'erence decLJon 2,  riara 2e{l),  lixpandod  Maintenance Capability 
for M42A1 Al« Units.    The 5th Hottalion  (..../(SP),  2d Artillery is cur- 
rent! v preparim; an .-ITOK recuesting an iineUiate increase in maintenance 
resoiu-oes for autoraatlc v.eapons battalions currently deployed  in HV1I. 

5. i(oi"eronoe Section 2, para 2c(2), MSS ^uad 50 Cal ::G Azi.nuth 
and.    Concur. 

6, Lrrors in the report have been cor ected with pen and in!:. 

.E.  IlWiMUiJ JR. 
Brigadier General, USA 
Coninanding 
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AVPBC-R3-H (9 i''eb 69) 2nd Ind
SUBJLXJTi Operational Report of 5th Battalion (A./)(S1‘), 2d Artillery for 

the Period iiidii 31 Jainuiry 1969t i:CJ C3?C'i;-65 (Rl) (U)

DA, livl II y?ORC*;.V, AiO dun liYpjciaco %?66

THRUi Commanding Genoral, I'd Ari.y Viotnaii, ATTl.'i AVH(;C(DdT), APO 96375

Commander-In-Chief, US Arro' Pacific, A'x'n.i OKiP-JT, APO 96550

TOi Assistant Chief of Stuff fo:- Force Development, Department of the 
Army, .Vas-iin^^ton, D.C. 203IO

1. This heudquartei's has levie'./eu ;ji l conctus uit)i tlie (iperational Report- 
Lessons Learned of 5th 13 ttulion (a..)(jp), ?d Aitillery for the period ending 
31 January 1969, os indorsed.

2. Reference para 2e (2). This. ’ oodnuartors has recommendod to the tinit 
that an equipment improve: ont i-eiiort be eub.’ittod to correct the deficiencies 
noted.

POP. Tiu cci;.^: DJRi

B.G. MACE^NALD 
ILT, AGC 
Asst AG



AVHGC-D6T (9 Fab 69) 3d Ind 
SUBJECT:    Op«r«tlanil Report of 5th B«tt«Uon (iW)(SP) 2d Artlll»rT for 

th« Ptriod Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSroR-65 (Rl) (U) 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Franclaco 96375 «OKW '" 

TO:    Connandar In Chief, United State« Any, Pacific, ATTN:    OPOP-DT. 
APO 96558 -v. . , 

Thia headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessona Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1969 fro« Headquarters, 5th 
Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery and concurs with the report and the 
indorsanenta of intermediate headquarters. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

f.5l)l~ 
C. 0. WH.SON 
ILL  AGC 

Cv fum' A««i»t«nt Adjutant Cener«! 

5th Bn 2d Arty 
DA, HQ II FFV 

/4 



GPOP-DT (9 Feb 69)    4th Ind  (U) 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report  of HQ,  5th Bn (AW)(SP) 2d Arty for 

Period  Ending 31 January 1969,  RCS CSFOa-65  (al) 

HQ, US Aray, Pacific, APO San Franclaco 96558     2 8 MAI/ 1959 

TO:    Aaalitant Chief of  Staff  for Force Development,  Department  of the 
Aray, Waahlngton,  D.  C.  20310 

Thia headquartcra haa evaluated subject  report and forwarding Indorae- 
awnta and concur« In the report a« Indorsed. 

FOR THE COMONDER IN CHIEF: 

rr:.i: ir. HAZARD 
Cclonei, AGC 

Adjutant General 
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NQ,  OACSFOR, DA, WaihlAgton,  D.C.   20310 

Operational   Report   -   Lessons  Learned,   Hq,   5th  Battalion,   2d Artillery, 
Period Ending 31 January  1969  (U) 

Experiences of unit engaged In counterlnaurgency operaticna.   1 Nov 66 -  31 Jan 69 
•   lu iHoSili ittft mmm, mOK EliBtlää! mmmmi   ■" ' 

CO,   5th Battalion,   2d Artillery 

> «(paaT e • Tt 

9  Feb 69 
im,  TOTAL MO- O*' PA^Ct 

 IS  *«.   COMTHAC T Oft «NANT NO- 

».  »ftOJCCT NO. 

N/A 

691184 

i thmt mmr *• •••<*«•* 

II.   SUPVL.CMENTAIIV MOTtl 

N/A 

It- t^OMlONINO MILITAMV   ACTIVITY 

OACSFOR,  DA, Washington,  D.C.  20310 
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