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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 5th Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery
APO 3an Francisco 96266

A=-3) 9 Pebruary 1969

SUBJICT:s Operational Report of 5th Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery for
the Period Ending 3! January 1969, RCS C3POR-65 (R1) (U)

SER DISTRIBUTION:

1. (C) Segtion 1, Operations: Significant Activities

&. Adainistration/Personnel:

(1) During this reporting period personnel replacements have been receiv-
ed in sufficient numbers to adequately fulfill operational requirements. Dur-
ing the period November - December 1968, critical shortages developed in the
MOS 16 (Light ADA Crewman) and in MOS 17E (Artillery Searchlight Crewman)
which required the battalion's widely dispersed tactical elemsnts to support
combat frequirements with understrength manning crews. Additionally, replace-
ment psrsonnel received during that period generally possessed a wide variety
of non-automatic weapons related MOS's which required a considerable QJT per-
jod to develop the required AW skills and job proficiency. However, since
mid Jamuary 1969, the personnel replacemsnt problem has been improving and
replacements are now being received in sufficient number and M3S to relieve
critical shortages.

(2) The following awards were presented to assigned and attached person-
nel:

AWARDS NUMBER

Silver Star N

Bronse Star "V* 4

Bronse Star zf;

Air Nedal

Army Comsendation Medal L5 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
Army Camendation Medal "V® 7 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
Purple Heart . 14 DOD DIt 5200.10

Good Conduct Medal 37 .

(3) The battalion headquarters was engaged in normal operations during
the reporting period with increased effort directed toward redesigning and
strengthening the perimeter defense of the headquarters campound,
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(s) During the pericd 26 November - 20 Jamusry 1969, the Vulcan Cambst
Tean (VCT) was attached to Battery A, Sth Battalion (A'd)(sr) 2d Artillery,
te support AW missions in the 1st Infantry Division's TAOR. Upon completion
of the evalua:ion objectives in the 1st Infantry Division's TAOR, the VCT
was attached to Battery B, Sth Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery, where it i»
eurrently conducting AW operations in support of the 25th Division,

(3S) There were no adninistretive or tactical movements of Headquarters,
Sth Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery, during this reporting period.

{6) Battalion personnel statistics as of 31 January 1949:

(a) Current 3trengthi

AUTHORLZED ASS IGNED
oFF wo ™ OFF WO EM
sth Bn (AW)(3P) 2d Arty 37 3 652 L0 3 609
D Btry (MG) 71st Arty 2 0 140 3 0 119
1 Btry (SLT) 29th Arty 7 O 143 5 0 12,
¥C? (Provistonal) 1 o0_2 10 22
M 3795 93
(b) Gains and losses) t Nov 68 -~ 31 Jan 69
GAINS LOSSES
sth Bn (AW)(SP) 24 Arty 272 200
D Btry (MG) 71st Arty 4 _ 13
I Btry (SLT) 29th Arty L0 A
vCT (Provisioml) _0 1
353 287
(c¢) Casunlties 1 Nov 68 - 31 Jan 69:
£y, ] NUMBER
‘Died of Battle Wounds 0
KIA 0
WIA 28
MIA 0
Non-Battle Deaths 0
28
(d) R & R Experience:

IoN Nov DE¢ JAN
Australia 22 12 15
Bangkok 5 14 3
Hawail 14 10 16
Hong Kong 3 2 5
Manila 1 1 1
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LocAT 1N oY DKC JAN
Penang 2 3 1
Singapore 1 2 0
Taipei ! 1 2
Tokyo 2 0 3
Kuala Lumpur 1 0 (o]
In-Country S ) 0

] 53 8

(7) Current organizational structure of the Sth Battalion (AW)}(SP) 2d
Artillery is at Inclosure 1,

b, Uperations:

(1) General: This reporting period was characterized by the reposition-
ing of automatic weapons and searchlight assets consistent with the changing
operational situation and the increasing exploitation of the M42A! indirect
fire capabilities. The battalion's overall combat capability was appreciably
enhanced by the attachment and subsequent deployment of the Vulcan Combat
Tean (VCT); however, the battalion's flexability and maintenance support has
been limited by the almost total conmitment of General Support assets in re-
sponse to demands for automatic weapons in the Saigon and Bien Hoa Area.
Continuing emphasis was placed on developing procedures and doctrine direct-
ed at improving the indirect fire accuracy of the ML2Al1.

(2) Unit Attachments and Missions:

(a) During this reporting period, the battalion remiined assigned to
US Army Vietnam and attached to II Pield Porce with uperational control of
the Battalion's assets exercised by II Field Force Artillery.

(b) Batteries A, B, and C remained in attachment for OPCON and logist-
ics to the 1st, 25th, and 9th Infantry Uivisions respectively.

(c) Battery D remained in General Support of I1I Field Force Vietnam
Artillery, with elements further attached for OFCUN and logistics as fol-
lows: two sections (4 M42A1's) attached to the 199th Light Infantry Bri-
gade; two sections (4 My2A1's) attached to the 54th Artillery Group and
further attached to the 7th Battalion, 8th Artillery; one section (2 My2A1's)
attached to the Royal Thai Army Volunteer Force; ovne section (2 ML2A1's)
attached to the Bien Hoa Tactical Area Command; and two ssctions (4 ML2A1's)
supporting missions for II Field Force Vietnam Artiliery.

(d) Battery D (MG) 7tst Artillery rvmained in General Support of I1I
Pield FPorce and attached to the 5th Bn (AW)(SP) 24 Arty with firing ele-
ments further attached for OPCON and logistical support as follows: two
sections (8 M55's) attached to the 23rd Artillery Group; one section each
attached to the 54th Artillery Group and the 25th Infantry Division; one-
half section each (2 M55's) attached to the 19%th Light Infantry Brigade
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and the 9th Infantry Division; on= half sect!ur remained in Uirect Lupport
of Headquarters, il Field Force Vietian and one-Lall esction in vattery
maintenance with on order missiuns. fHead uarters, Hattery U (Mi) 7ist
Artillery remains co-located with Headjuarters, St Hattalion (AW)(SP) 24
Artillery.

(o) Battery I (Searchlight) ~ith Artiliery rec.tned attached to the
sth Battalion (AW)(5P) 2d Artillery ana furthe: « tacnet for uFCON and

logistics as follows: First wnd Third Plat oo aiieched to st and Z25th
Infantry Divisions respectively; the Secona la. on reame ined in General
Support of 11 Field Force with elemapta (LN fe Tarh Light Infantry
Brigade, 5S4th Artillery Group, « 5 1 Artiliery uruuy, 1L [ransportation

Battalion, and the Royal Thai Army Voluntesr #irce.  ilsaljuarters, Sth
Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery.

(f) During this reporting period tre Jui an Caibel lean uas sech at-
tached to A, B, and D Batteries,  th bLattalion (AW,;{5P) 21 Artiiiery, LO
support missions normally assignsd to M2A1's = MS5's in orde tu acc~
omplish a realistic comparative evaluation of tre Vulcan Jysten in the
ground support role and develop smployment doctrine.

(g) Current deployments and individnal unit missjons of the “th Bat-
talion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery are lisied at Inclosure 2.

(3) Autamatic Weapon and searcl Liwht Gooloyme ta are Lot tayedl graph-
ically at Inclosure 3.

(4) Combat Readiness rvaluav: ot Progrum (Cle): The Uperatiocoa! Readi-
ness Evaluation Program, developsi on ! November 1658 was expsnded upon vy
the Combat Readiness ivaluation Frozraw developed on <U becemuer 1958. Tne
battalion developed a Combat leaiiness Evaluation Prugram desizied to pro-
vide a more detailed and a more realistic evaiuation of the missioa cap-
abilities of firing units in the field and als0 to Serve as &0 iastru *.cual
medium to standardize procedures and imnrove overail ‘actical ona techuical
proficiency. To suoport the objectives of Lhis progowm, a & iallon ORE
team was organized consisting of experienced officers and NUU'S frou the Upe=
rations, Communications, and Maintenance suctions of the battaiion head-
quarters. The CRE is comprehensive i. nature and rrovides a aetailed eval-

uation of crew drill, direcc auc iadir:ct [ire .o .celures, Job Knowicdae,
communications procedures, artillery and autoamotive maintenauce, field
sanitation agd small arms. The resuits 7 ths Cl.'s conductedl t date 1mai

cate that the program is producing th= desired rasults and has al.ealy
brought about a marked improvement in the overal: nroriciency of tie battal-
jons firing elements. A copy of the Uih ragulat’.n and avalaat s o ocets
is at Inclosure 4.

(5) Significant Combat CUperat iuns:

(a) 17 December 1968, Dau Tieng axbush — On 17 Decerber 1954, twu (2)
ML2 Dusters from B Battery, Sth HBattalion (A4 (of ! 2! &rtillery w«= - =scort-
ing the second march unit in a convoy treveliug feo oo Chl Lo vea Tieng.

At 1045H a battalion size enemy force ambushed the sSecoud wsoch
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unit from positions on both sides of the road. Using automatic weapons
and RPG fire the enemy stopped the marcn unit by disabling two large
trucks loaded with ammunition, Once the march unit was halted, & large
enemy force emerged from the treeline alons the north side of the road
and begmn delivering well coordinated mortar, AP, and automatic weapons
fire, The two (2) My2's immediutely angave: the enemy force advancing on
the convoy from the north side of the r.ad. Meanwhile, two (2) additional
N42's, which had been dispitced fram Uau 1ienz earlier in the day to &
road outpost, were radioed for assistance., By the time they arrived, a
mall enemy force along the south side had bLaen neutralized, but the lar-
ger enemy force on the north side of the road was stili advancing and was
attempting to overrun two disabled APC's. luring the next few mimtes the
battle waxed to its greatest intensity, but the tremesrndous volume of fire-
power delivered by the four (4) ML2's in conjunction with air strikes and
well aimed artillery, forced the enemy to withdraw after sustaining heavy
casualties. The aftermath of the battle revealed that the American Forces
had sustained 6 KIA, 13 WIA, with 4 APC's, eight 5 tons, one 24 ton, and
one ¢ ton vehicle destroyed during the battle. Enemy losses amounted to
76 KIA, 19 of which were directly credited to th: four Duster crews. Auto-
matic weapons were directly responsible for stemming the initial enemy
thrusts and inflicting heavy casualties and damage to the hostile force.

(b) 27 December 1968, ML2A! close defensive fires in support of in-
fantry operations -- At 2220H on 27 December 1963, elements of the D/2/16
Infantry occupying an ambush position near Phu Loi came into contact with
an estimated VC company. The most responsive fire support means available
were two (2) ML2A1's at a Night Defensive Position approximately 1500
meters from the infantry ambush pusition, A request for My2A1 LOmm close
defensive fires was called in to the artillery LNO at the Night Defensive
Position, and the CU of D/2/16 adjusted the fires on the enemy positions
which were within 100 meters of the friendly troop location. The accuracy
and volume of 4Omm fire caused the enemy to break contact and withdraw,.
Although the ML2A1 is not ideally suited to provide close support in-
direct fires to maneuver elements, this engagement clearly illustrates that
the M42A1 has the capability and can respond effectively to emergency request
for close support,

(c) 28 December 1968, Can Giuoc rocket attack -- At 280430H December
1968, one 107mm rocket was fired imtc the PSPB near Can Giuoc. The alert
crew of track #212, C Battery, 5th Battalion (AW)(5P) 2d Artillery, observed
the .rocket i{n launch and flight. The crew then immediatelv delivered 60
rounds of 4LOmm on the target. No additional rockets were fired. At first
light, the supparted infantry unit swept the area and found elewen (11)
additional rockets in firing position aimed at the Can Giuvoc FSPB, one ¥VC
body, and blood treils leading into the tree line. The 9th Division cred-
ited the alert Mi2 crew with thwarting an enemy rocket attack and prevemt-
ing casualties and damage to the Can Giuoc F5PH., This successful use of
automatic weapons in the counter rocket role clearly indicates the desira-
bility for rules of engagement which allow the autamatic weapons freedum
to respond immediately to tactical emergencies.

5
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(d) 11 January 1969, ambu=h vicinity Thunder [11 == At 1015H on 11
January 1969, a dug in NVA compary ambushed a ine sweeping convoy con-
sisting of seven APC's of the 11th ACK and one Vulcan XM-163, The initial
volley of enemy RPG fire destroyed the APC's !mmediately to the front and
rear of the Vulcan, killing two !/ and wounding many others. The Vulcan,
which did not sustuin any damsss, Lexai Lo rake the dug in enemy positions
with accurate and continuous 2(mm fire As the tempo of the engagement
increased in ferocity, two mors AFC's were Jdisatled by enemy RPG fire,
leaving only the Vulcan and the remaining APC's to prevent the enemy force

from overrunning the convoy. The Vulcan had almost totally expended its
basic load of 20mm and 7.62mm Mi amnunition when Lhe sister Vulcan track
fram PSPB Thunder 111 arrived at the ambush site to ooinforce the convoy
and to provide a resupply of J(m munuition. Hotn vulcans continued the

fire fight until the enemy force withdrew. The resuits of the ambush were
2 US KIA, 28 US WIA, and 41 NVA KIA, 20 of which were credited to the Vul-
cans, 3

(e) 14 January 1969, Dau Tieng ambush -- On 14 January 1969, twc (2)
M55 Quads, organic to D Battery, 71st Artillery, were assigned the mission
of escorting a comvoy from Cu Chi to Dau Tieng. At 1100H, the enemy staged
an ambush on the second march unit of the convoy. Using automatic weapcns
and RPG fire the enemy stopped the convoy by disabling several vehicles,
Once the convoy was halted, the Quad which accompanied the second march unit,
laid down a base of fire so the remainder of the march unit could escape
the ambush kill zone. While in the process of laving a base of fire, the
Quad took automatic weapons and RPG tire which punctured all the tires and
disabled the mount. In the meantime, the (uad from the first march unit
had come back to assist the disabled Quad. Wwhile the battle was progress—
ing, two (2) Dusters, belonging to B Buttery, Sth Battalion (AW)(SF, 2d
Artillery, and acting as Ready Heaction Force for tnat road, were called
to assist the infantry in sweeping the area. The two (2) JUusters which
joined the infantry were in constant contact with the eneny ambush force
and had to call Dau Tieng for a resupply of ammnition. Two Justers witn
ammunition resupply arrived and joined with ihe other Dusters and inf.ntry
in sweeping the area. After several ernzugements wita groups of NVA, the
enemy force was neutralized and the Uusters returned to vauv Tierg at ap-
praximately 1700H. The aftermath of the battle revealed the American
Porces had sustained 7 KIA, 12 WIA, one At. ani one 23 ton truck destroy-
ed. In return the enemy lost 122 KIA, 24 of which were directly credited
to the Quad and Duster crews.

(6) Efforts to improve the accuracy of Mi2i! indirect rire: Since
early December 1968, Headquarters, 5th hattalion (AW)(0F, 2d Artillery,
has been experimenting with 4Omm indirect fire in a effort to develop
procedures and technigues that will insure increased accuracy and mini-
mize the possibility of artillery incidents. Registrations of LCmm have
been conducted on a daily basis using the AN/MP(-4A counter mortar radar
located at Duster Compound. The initial accuracies plotted by the radar
showed constant range and drift errors which limited the effectiveness of
4Omn indirect fire. Because nc #~if+ tahlea are available for the M, 2A1,
the 5/2 Any FDC used the iu.iai iuk. 3Lt aclul daca [uf & BLY) day perxod to
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develop standard corrections for drift. The constant ranze srrors (over-
8g08) were ressarched to be a function of mussle valocity. The only avail-
able firing tables are constructed using a MV of 2800 PP3 when in fact the
actual MV renges from 2870-2890 FP5 accoring to ammo -ata cards, Apply-
ing corrections for drift and the actual MV , recent irndirect fire missions
from Duster Compound have been achieving accuracias of 2040 meters in renge
and 3-5{ in azimuth up to a range of 9,00 meters

(7) RVN Automatic Weapons Commanders' Conference -- During the period
7-8 January 1969, the Sth Battalion (AW)(SP) 24 Artillery hosted the RVN
Automatic Weapins Commanders' Conference. The conference proved to be
highly productive and provided the commanders and their staffs the oppor-
tunity to exchange ideas and discuss mutual nroblem areas. Ma jor aress
addressed during the course of the conference included: methods and tech-
niques to improve the effectiveness of AW indirect fire, maintenance pro-
graas and procedures, Cambat Readiness cvaluation Programs, AW deployments
and employments, and revisions to Tactical 3UP's based on lessons learned
during the vast year., The Combat Readiness ivaluation Program, developed
by the 5th Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery, was particularly well received
by the representatives of the other battalions and will be incorporated in
whole or part into their inspection programs.

c. Logistics/Maintenance:

(a) The severe maintenance problems generated by the temporary imer-
ruption of the ML2A1 closed loop replacement pro.ram have persisted through-
out the greater part of the reporting period. Only during the last three
weeks of January did rebuilt s/stems begin to arrive in country through
the closed loop replacement system., Nine (9) rebuilt M,2A!1's have been re-
ceived to date, and eight (8) more rebuilt Mi2A1's are scheduled to arrive
in mid February. The arrival of these seventeen (17) replacement vehicles
will in part relieve the critical maintenance situation that has developed
and will reduce the percentage of overmileage Mi2A!'s fram 30% to 20% by
the end of Fedbruary 1969. However, although the arrival of replacement
Mi2A1's will provide some relief for the overmileage M42A! 's, the relief
will only be temporary unless some positive measures are developed in con-
Junction with supported units to reduce the employment of My2A1's in ex-
tensive mileage missions. The continuing employment of Mi2A1's in extend-
ed daily road marches and convoy escort produces excessive strain and wear
on M42A1 automotive components which measurably increases the maintemance
work load ane places unusual demands on the repair parts supoly system.
Efforts initiated by this battalion to reduce mileage through divisional
channels have met with some degree of success, but the mileage reductions
achlieved were partially offset by the fact that 30% of the M42A1's had far
exceeded mileagze turn-in criteria and a larpe percentage of the remaining
vehicles are very near the overmileage point.

(b) The M42A1 repair parts problem was aggravated during the reporting
period primarily due to the absence of retrograde M,2A1's which have been a
vital Red Ball source of critical repair parts. The retrograded Mi2A! re-
pair parts source of the 218th Classification and Collection Company was
exhausted in mid November 1968, and only recently with the receipt of the
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rebuilt systems have retrograded M,2A1's azain become available as a source
of critical repair parts. Additionally, during this reporting period the
nature of repair parts demands changed sienificantly. Not only did the

quantities of parts requested ircraaye, t ¢ tre types of repair parts re-
quested wers quite different from any previous experience. Many parts, for
which there had been little or no nast demani exrerience, were requested

during this reporting veriod. Consequently, unit PLL's and Direct Jupport
ASL's were not prepared to accomodate this sudden change and the supply
aystem could not be sufficiently responsive to meet. the demands generated
in the field. The reascns for these unprece iented repair parts requests
is directly related to the overmileace and overaged ML2A1 fleet, in con-
Junction with the employment of ML2A1's in recurring high mileage and rough
terrain missions. Historically, this r=iurt ins period 18 perhaps the first
time that so many overmileare and ove i ad ML 2A1's have heen engaged in ex-
tensive mileace missions for such a lung period of time.

(2) Improvement in Overall Battalion Maintenance Pusture:

(a) This last reporting period saw a very decided uvograding of mainte-
mance standards throughout the entire hettalion. The aggressive maintenance
programs initiated by the battalion have measureably improved overall mate-
rial readiness and have been instrumerti! in achieving high ratings on all
Righer headquarters maintenance inspectiors. Uur.ne the last three morths,
#ix out of seven batteries of the battal. n received II Field Force Organi-
sational Maintenance and Supply Inspections and all six batteries received
*Satisfactory" ratings.

(b) 1In summary, the outlook in the maintenan:e arca 1s much more favor-
able and promising than it has been in the past, The resumption of the Mi2-
Al closed loop replacement system, upgrading maintenance standards at all
levels and improved PLL and ASL stocks based on vetter demand factors are
all encouraging indications for continued improvement.

(3) The mileage summary for the reporting period is Listed below:

Headquarters Battery $ ton 3/l ton 2% ton 5 ton  My2al
October 8,500 3,650 6,100 370 ———
Dll:v-bor 9,500 4,250 §,300 400 ————
cember 6,133 1,533 & PR
® TOTAL: 2,133 5,433 'f‘t ,009 iq
ttery A
October 6,104 901 4,573 L85 12,728
November 5,879 516 4,330 1,452 7,396
{

December 5, ;5 1,100 5,537 Zzo 1C,725
TOTAL: 17,158 2,517 14,440 2,657 30,8.9
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Battery B Lton ton 2hton  Step M2
October 3,091 1,272 2,908 810 4,025
= = om w4 e
TUTAL: Efiig 3,090 Ef%ﬁ's Zl% 12,214

Battery €
S b2t

October 7,146 248 4,470 W
November 7,297 32 4,999 m

9
December _6_‘1,% 2,8 2,676
TOTAL: 20,867 528 17,149 i ﬁ

ttery D

Oct.ober 6,305 3,799 8,185 268 2,503
November 7,645 2,782 7,606 291 965
1,605

December 238 880 101
TOTAL: 1‘7’,3'9'7g 9,819 '223,3_71 840

Battery D (MG) 71st Artillery

TOTAL MILEAGE FOR ALL VEMICLES: 37,136

N
-
-
N
)

Battery I (SLT) 29th Artillery
TOTAL MILEAGE FOR AIL VEHICLES: 67,421

2, (C) Section 2: Lessons Learned: Commanders Observation, Evgluation
and Recommendations

a. Personnel: Untrained Officer Replacement Personneli

(1) OBSERBATION: During 2d Quarter, FY 69, the battalion received few
Officer replacements with prior training or experience in Air Defense Artil-
lery Automatic Weapons. '

(2) EVALUATION: Because the battalion was receiving few Officer replace-
ments who were gradustes of the F18 Actomatic Weanons Course at Pt Bliss,
Texas, it became apparent that some positive megsures would have to be estab-
lished to idéntity these school trained Officers for assigmment to AW battal-
ion upon arrival in country. Headquarters, USARV, was alerted to the fact that
F18 course graduatss have received training specifically tailored for assign-
ment to AW units in RVN, and that Headquarters was requested to closely scru-
tinigse the records of incoming ADA Officers to identify those who were Fi8
qualified. This identification required extremely close examination of per-
sonnel records because the F18 course doss not award the MOS 1174 (Automatic
Weapons Unit Conmander).
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(3) RECOMMENDATIUN: Officer graduates of the F18 Autoumatic Weapons
Course of Ft Bliss, Texas should have MOS 1174 as a pencil entry on their
records to facilitate assignment to AW unice 1. (VN.

b. Operations: Drift vorrection la ies for the My2Al

(1) OBSERVATION: When the ML2AT (LOmm) is used to attack surface
targets with indirect fire it has tean deternmined that drift corrections
must be applied to the firing data to achieve the desired accuracy.

(2) EVALUATION: During the nast two months this pattalion has been
using the AN/MPQ-LA counter-mortar radar to determine the accuracy of MA2A!
(4Omm) indirect fire. The results of daily radar sightings over this period
of time prove that the LOmm non-sel fdestr.ct round will always impact tc the
right of the target, with the degree of erior usually a logarithmic function
of range. The constant azimuth error 1s a result of drift, which must be
compensated for with standard corrections if ine error is to be eliminated.
Currently, there is no approved drift correction table available to units
employing the M42A1 in RVUN.

(3) RECUMMENDATION: Appropriate acencies of the Air Defense Center,
Ft Bliss, Texas, should take the neceszary action to develop drift correct-
ion tables for the M42Al and make tnem available to AW units in RVN.

c. Training: None
d. Intelligence: None

e. Logistics:

(1) Expanded Maintenance Capability for M4y2A! AW Units:

(a) OBSERVATION: Automatic Weapons bBattalion and Battery Maintenance
Sections as currently authorized by TO: are inadequate to support the ML2Al
when employed exclusively in the ground support role.

(b) EVALUATION: Current AW Battery and Battalion TCE's, which were
developed to support relatively low mileage air defense mission requirements,
are inadequate to support the maintenance requirements of the ML2A1 when
employed exclusively in Armor/Amored (avalry type missions. Maintenance
sections have insufficient personnel, tcols, and test equipment to accommo-
date the M42A) maintenance workload that is generated by the high mileage
and rough terrain missions currently assigned to the M42A1's in RVN. The
wide dispersion of the M,2A1 elements and the heavy mobility requirements
as opposed to the relatively fixed positions inherent in the FAW Air Defense
mission, have created maintenance problems that were not considered in the
original employment concept . Hssentially, the AW units of this battalion
are performing missions closely associated with those of a Medium Tank Bat-
talion or Armored Cavalry unit and therefore tend to experience maintenance
problems typical of these types of units,
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(e) NDATION: Puture deployment plans for full-tracked PAW units
to be employed in ground support missions should be preceded by a study of
maintenance resources currently allocated to Armored units and AW TOE's
should be modified accordingly.

(2) M55 Quad 50 Cal MG Azimuth Band:

(@) OBSERVATION: The locally fabricated azimuth band on the M55 Quad
SC Cal MG is not sufficiently accurate tu guarantee effective indirect fire.

{b)} EVALUATION: M55 Quad 50 Cal MG crews have often besn required to
deliver indirect fire on surface targets in RVN. The accuracy of the fires
delivered is appreciably limited because the M55 mount does not come equip-
ped with a precision asimuth measuring device. To provide an indirect fire
capability, M55 crews are fabricating azimuth bands out of locally procured
items which provide accuracies of only 25 mils. Additionally, these locally
fabricated azimuth measuring devices do not stand up well under wvibration
and constant use and require frequent repair and/or reinstallation.

(c¢) RECOMMENDATION: That the agimuth band for the M55 Quad 50 mount
be precision manufactured with one mil increment markings and affixed to
the M55 mount prior to shimment to RVN, Another acceptable solution would
be to equip the M55 mount with an azimuth indicator similar to the one on
the M2 Duster, and locate it under the control handles,

f. Organization: None

g» Other: None
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THEODORL H SCHMIOT
LTC, ADA
Commanding
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AVIB=rAC (9 Feb 69) 1st .nd 8 8 FEB 1969
SUBJECT: Operational teport of Sth Uattalion (AWw)(SP) 2d Artillery for
the Pericd L.ding 31 January 1969, HCS CLKOR-65 (RI)(U)

La, HEaOQUARTLWS, 11 FlelD POKCE VISTHA'!, APO 96266

TO: Commanding General, 11 Ficld rorce Vietnam, ATIN: AVFLC-KE,
Ar0 96206

1. The quarterly report of the 5th Hattalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery
adenuately reflects the opecrations and lessons learned during the re-
porting period.

2. ndeterence Scciion 2, para 2a, Untrainea Cfficer Replacenment
Peraonnel, Concur.

3. <deferencc Section 2, nara 2b, Lrift Correction fables for the
Mi241, Concur.

4. Ueterence seclion 2, vara 2e(1), Lxpunded _aintcnance Capability
for M4241 Aw Units. The 5th bottalion (..ij(SF), 2d Artillery is cur-
rentlv preparing an .TOE recuesting an immediate increase in maintenance
resources for automatic veapons Lattalions currcntly deployed in rVI.

5. xeference Section 2, para 2¢(2), 55 Quad 50 al G Azimuth
~and, Concur.

6, lrrors in the report have been cor -ected with pen and inl.

Brigadier General, USA
Commanding



AVFBC-RE-H (9 eb 69) 2nd Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report of Sth Battalion (A4)(SP), 2d Artillery for
the Period #ndirg 31 January 1969, £C3 CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, HQ II FFORCLV, AIC San Mrorcisco 96266 13 MAR 1959
THRUs Commanding General, US Aray Vietnam, ATTNs AV :f;C(Da’T), AFO 96275
Commander-In-Chief, US Arny racific, ATTLs GFOF-DT, AFU 96558

TCs Assistant Chief of Staeff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, .:'&SA.illgft(.‘n, D.C. 20310

1. This hecdquarters has revieved und concurs with the Operational Report-
Lessons Learned of 5ti B ttalion (4.)(s¥), 2d Artillery for the period ending
31 January 1969, as indorsed.

2. Reference para 2e (2). This leodouarters has recommended o the unit
that an equipment improverent revort be submitted to correct the deficiencies

noted.

B.G. MAC ALD
ILT, AGC
Asst AG

FOR TIL CCIIaliDJlts



AVHGC-DST (9 Feb 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery for
the Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

HEADQUARTERS,, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Prancisco 96375 2 0'MAR 138

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learnsd
for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1969 from Headquarters , 5th
Battalion (AW)(SP) 2d Artillery and concurs with the report and the
indorsements of intermediate headquarters.

FOR THE COMMANDER :

L9

C. D. WHSON

T, AGC
Cy furn: Aasistant Adjutant General
5th Bn 2d Arty
DA, HQ II FFV

"



GPOP=-DT (9 Feb 69) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, Sth Bn (AW)(SP) 2d Arty for
Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 98 mnn 1959

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

“rriC ¥ PAMNGARD
Cclonel, AGC
Adjutant General

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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