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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE /RMY
1,TH MILITARY HISTCRY DRTACRMENT
IST CAVALRY DIVISIN (AIRMOBILE)

APO SAN FRANCISCO 9649C

AVDAMH 25 March 1969
SUBJECT: Cambat After Action Interview/Lessons Learned 2-69,

DEPARTMENT (F THE ARMY
FFICE (F THE CHIEF OF MILITARY HISTQRY
WASHINGTQN, D. C. 20315

I, Name and Type of Qrganization: B Campany, 2d Battalion, 5th
Cavalry, lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile),

: 2, Name and Inclusive Dates of (perastion: '"Battle of the Angel's
Wing," 090300 to 090600 March 1969,

3, Locatim: Sheet 620 IV: Duc Hue, Vietnam, Cambodia, 1:50,000,
vicinity of coordinates X'345147, XT343156, and XT34915hL.

4

4. Cammand Headque.ters: 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry, lst Cavalry
Division (Airmobile),

5. Persmns Interviewed:
a. LTC Raymond 'Maladowitz, 062586, Deputy Bde Cb, 1st Bde,
b, LTC Jerry J, Burchem, 073424, Bn Co, 2/5 Cat,
¢, Maj Dan G, Miller, 093849, Ble S3,°Ist Bde,’
d. Maj Gerald L, Sewell, 099100, Bn 33, 2/5 Cav,
e, Cpt Robert H, Woad, 099027, Rde Asst‘S3, lst Hdé,
f. Cpt David L, Parker, 0R313%07, Co CO, B/2/5 Cav,
g 1Lt Paul Smith, 0543428, FNO A Btry, 1/77 Arty. *

h., 1Lt Edward G, Bitzer Jr, 0:'54659, FO B Co, A Btry, '1/77 Arty.

i, 1Lt Barry A Bobek, 05351732, 3d Plg' Ldr.°B/2/5 Ca¥,

3o 8U¥ Rovert S. Hallman, RA2517.375, Bn S4i, 2/5 Cav,

k. SFC Albert Martinez; RA19193247; 1 Plat-Sgt, B/2/5 Cav,

1, SGT James R, Biberg,‘US56507380,°2 Ti:fs S ids.-B/2/5 Cav,’
m, SGT Hwnit L. Gilbert, US51802237, I Plat Sad ldr, B/2/5 Cav,
n, SPL Mark S, Seedarf,’ US56507340,° Co RTO, :.'2/5 Cav, :
o, SPl4 Eiwardo Cardenas; US67138308; 1 Plat 3t Lar, Bf2/5 Cav,
p. SP4 Lee D, Alexander, US5.48330)%, 1 Plat M

9 Gunner, B/2/5 Cav,
Q. SPL Vincent Martino, US51777509, 1 Plat Point Man, B/2/5°Cav,

r, PFC Charles A, Mac Dougal, US5162562, 2 PIat Asst swm;z];, B/2/5

s. PFC Andrew Valentine; RA12985983; 1 Plat Point Man, B/.
t. PFC Vincent DiMonaco, US52947920, 2 Flat RTO, B/2/5° Cav,

5 Cuv._

u, PFC Marcin Willisms; US51647562; 2 Plat Asst Gumer, B/2/5 Cav,

ve PFC Herald J, Close, US56463267, 2 Plat RTO, B/2/5 Cav.
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6, Interviewers: Captain Donald M, McKay, Jr,, 09691k, G3 Oper&tions;
I Lieutenant Robin B, Bartlett, (F111398, lith Militery History Detachment, Ist
Cavalry Division (Airmobile),

: "7, Participating Units: -B Co, 2d Bn, 5th Cavalry; lst Plat fram'A
Co, 2d Bn, ?t.h Cavalry; C Co, 2 Bn, 5th Cavalry; A Co, 1lst Bn, 8h Cavalry,
© 8, Supporting Foarces: A Btry, 1st Bn, 77th Artillery (105); B Btry;
lst Bn, 30th Artillery 5155); USAF; A Troop, lst Squadron, 9th Cavalry; A Btry,
0th mrtillery (ARA),

9. Intelligence: Enemy infiltrating in large units fram Cambodia
through the Angel's Wing into the NMAVAJO WARHRSE AO, east and south-east
towards Saigon, in preparatian for let and post Tet major offensive operatims,

10, Mission: Consistent with the overall mission of the 1st Cav Div
to function as a screening/covering force for the IIFFV/III Corps defense of the
Saigon - Bien Hoa Camplex, the Civ's 1lst Bde had been directed to deploy two
battalions in the western Hau Nghia -~ southwestern Tay Ninh area (AO NAVAJO
WARHORSE) in response to the threat posed by major elements of the $th VC Div,
In a role analogous to that of a GXPL, the two battalions (2/5 and 1/8 Cav) had
the mission of detecting, delaying/disorganizing, and to the extent possible,
defeating enemy farces moving east fram their Cambodian basé areas, The Brigade
Canmander's concept dictated an aggressively mobile posture, with small, semi-
independent units deployed as far west of the Vam Co Dang River as parctical so-
as to provide the early  warning required for timely commitment of reserves,
Reflecting this concept, Co B, 2/5 Cav had been positioned in the vicinity of a
known infilvration route out of the gouthern tip of the Angel's Wing'and had the
mission of detecting and attackine enemy forces utilizing that route., Inherent
within that mission was the requirement for Co B to be mobile, particularly
during the hours of darkness, and, consistent with nomal security precautioms,
to employ semi-independent patrols and ambushes to facilitate extensive area
coverago,

11, The Battlefield: The tcrrain of this wninhabited area was flat,
open, dry rice paddy, with intermittent irrigetion ditches, The vegotation was
sparse, with occasimnal, widely-serarated clusters of small trees, Mobility was
excellent; The moan provided approximately 70% illumination during the night of
8-9 March, affording good visibility, and the weather was generally clear, dry
and wam’ although a low ground haze did persist throughout the early howrs of
darkness, The battlefisid was exactlv 2,7 kilameters iram the Cambodian border,
7 kilaneters west of the Vam Co Dong River and 3 Kilameters fram the nearest
inhcbited area (AP Giang Gang XI'3715),

12, Cancept of Opef'ation and Bxecution (Narrative): .
th 7 November 1968, the 1st Cavalry Division terminated Cperation
Jeb Stuart III and Cammanche Palls in NICTZ and redeployed south to III CTZ,
The division was moved in enticipation of a major N7A " offensive geress
the Cambcdian border against US Bases and major Vietnamese cities during the

2
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Tet Lunar New Year Holiday, Through successive anticipatary meves, the division
vas strategically deployed along the border between Vietnam and Cambodia from

! the D?lta to the demarcation line between II and III CTZ%, Deployued eas‘wa~d in
depth, strong pointing the AO with fire bases, the division set abowt to accom=-

plich its threefold mission: Screen Saigon fram enemy attack, prevent infiltra=-
tion fran Cambodia and destroy enemy forces in northwest III Corps,

. e of the most difficult areas of operation was given to lst Brigade
control, The AO'was toimid MAVAJO WARHMRSE: on cne side. .six UB Battaq.:lma
were deployed and an the other - several secure, built up NVA divisions, The
AO became the fpcus of divisim attentimn as contact after contact was met by
the lst Brigade, The NAVAJO WARHORSE AO beceme the heart of the division's oper—
ations in THOAN THANG II and 111, ,

Ch’9 March 1969, a mejor engagement was fought in that AO by B Campany,
2d Battalian, 5th Cavalry, which tipifies many of the tactical concepts for
which THE FIRST TEM is well noted and higly appraised, It is a "cliuaie"
examplo of the flexibility of the Airmobile concepts of reinforcement, support .
and the courage and determination of SHFRO(FERS faced with a dangerous missiomn,

Four days prior to the contact, t!xe general trend of activity eJq?eri'-
enced by the campanies of the 2 Bettaliomn, 5th Cavalry begen to in?rem.

More and more small groups of enemy werc sited by the h*icpdly units, Ambushes

5 1ncreas?d frequency of contact and numdbers of enemy killed, Cn the moming of

, 8 March, D Canpany, 2/5 Cavalry engaged an estimated 100 to 150 NVA of the 272

| Regiment, '9th VC Division north of Phuoc Lw (XI'3424), Intelligence gained fram
this and other contacts of the 2/5 Cav was dissiminated to t.he canpanies and

SKYTROGPERS of the Battalion, They were to expect cantact, especially at night

with woll armed, fresh, agressive NVA troops caning out of Cn’ogdit.

In preparation for future major cantacts, LTC Burcham, Battalion Can=
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mander for the 2/5 Cavalry, discussed the enemy situation with CQ Kingstom, )
1lst Brigsde Camander and CQL Jol Gibney, G3. Fram this conference on 8 March,
it was determined to coniinue to employ tattics of night movemen and énemy
deception supplemented by the use of ground radar and quick reaction support fram
Artillery, USAF and ARA. More specifically, LTC Burcham told his campany camn~
nmanders to employ night rm.ring ambushes and to change their campany location
after they had received log, This deceptive move was to be iaccanpliahed at night.
to prevent enemy observation of the friendly unit's position, Troops were to
dig in after dark while the night roving ambushes moved 600 meters fram their
canpany FOB's, set up for a pericd of time and then move again - not more than
a total distance of 1500 meters from the campany perimeter. Campanies were to
orient themselves on a north / south axis at least 3km fram Cambodia with ambushes
roving out at 30 degres angles north and sfmth of west,towsrds the Cu?bodian
border - setting up twice during the night, This tectic, it was felt, would
provide the best screen’and that the ambush plotoms could quickly be reinforced
by artillery, ARA, sampany organic weapms and night cambat assaults if necessary.
In order to facilitate night movement, the companies reconned their
wvernight and ambush positions during the day. The trails and avenues of
approach were noted as well as land marks and praminent terrain features on
which they could guide during the hours of darkness. The tactic necess?.tated
a great dsal of campany movemcnt as well as many recomnaissanco patrols,'bub the
terrain in the NAVAJO WARHRSE AO is flat, clear and foot movement rapid, Most
cwmpanies could ca:q_alete their reconnaissance and be aet'up to receive log in
the carly afternom, After hot chow was flown into them, there was sufficient
time for the men to rest frum the previous night's ambush and to prepare for the
forthcoming ane, Finally, the roving embush platoons were cautioned to make full
use of starlight scopes and t2 positive that they could annihilate the enemy
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force before giving away their position by springing the trap. If possible,
they were to call in pre-planned Artillery defensive targets first, and likewise
the canpany was not to use it‘:;. organic 82mm mm'ta? unless absolutely neceasary
as the friendly position would then be‘canpranisesl.

O the night of 8 March 1969, B Cm;)rnyz 2/5 Cavalry followed these
instructions and utilized these *actics, At dusk, the campanv moved fram its
log location (XT'349149) towards its night position, The Company FOB was estab-
lished at XI349154 and the lst and 24 TIstoons prepared to Ieave for their night
ambushes while the 3d Platom, Mortar PIatom and CP group began digging in.‘ A
approximately 2200hrs the two roving ambush?s left the FOB: the 1lst Platoomn,
under the cammand of 1Lt Jesse B, Stevenson, 05252082, follmec} a west-north-
west azimuth for appyoxinmtely 700 meters while the 2d Flatoon, under the can-
mard of 1Lt Johnny L, Powell, 053i5253, moved 600 meters on a south-shouthwest
azimuth to its first ambush location XT3L5147. The two platoons reached these
locations within a~ hour and deployud into a pre-arranged formstion.® (See Tah+ B
and C), Both Platoons deployed with 27 men cach,

Thly the esscrtials wert taken. Each nan carried his individual weapan
and 15 to 20 full magazinos of amunitimn for M-161s (270 to 360 rounds/man),
at least 2 hand grenades, 1 ancke grenade, 3 heat tablets and e t.rig flare,

In addition, each squad carried two ar three claymore minos (9 total), an MéO
machine gun with 800 to 900 rounds of' ammnition and an M79 grengde launcher
witk 70 rounds of ammunition (3 M60's, M79's per platomn total), The platoon
wee a@ditiona.lly equipped with 2 LAW!'s and 2 PRC-25 radio's ond I Starlight
Scope, Each man carried 8 pancho liner and wore his steel helmet.

The campany FOB, in its defensive position was rsdar eouipped and also
had 1 strobe light, I &lmm mortar with 20 rounds of illuminetion, 10 rounds of
white .iMosphorus, and 60 rounds of high explosive, A 90mm rccoiless rifle was

anployed to the northwest with 6 beohive and 6 high explosive rounds svailable.
mfa'tmmly, neither radar nor 90mm md‘.‘eea rifie pruvod opirable later on,
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The first platoon chose as it's ﬁ.rst ambush locatimn a previously
used Plgtoon F(B on the edge of a troe square, They oriented themselves in )
chest high foxhales to the narth and weet in a "U" fornatin (See Map - Tab B).
The platoon occupied five of the eight foxholes in the FOB, w}th the open ond
of their perimeter facing towards the campany FOB (southeast), It was felt
by the platoon leader that an enemy threat would come fram the north and west
and that it would be better to have four or five men per foxhole than to spread
themselves thinner and cover 3600. In this way, seve?al of the men could get
sane rest and good security could sti}l be maintained, Between faxholes #3 and
#4 there was a large, 3 foot ant hill, which was used as a CP and (P by the
platoon leader, There was excellent visibility to thc west for approximately
800 meters and fair visibility to the narth, A rice paddy dike enclosed the
northern and western sides of the position and provided excellent cover to the
position, The percentage of moon illumination on that night was 70; weather
conditions were cool wif_.h a strong wind fram the west and a heavy ground haze
vhich lasted until 2400,

The campany end individual platoon moves therefore were unocbserved by
the enemy as the moon 1?.d not rise until 2300 snd their movomeat? were addition-
ally shaded by a haze, Ohce the haze lifted and the moon rose, visibility .
was cxcellent: a man could have becn secn standing as far as 500 meters away,

The 2d Platoon also reachod thoir first ambush locat.:lfn by 2200 Mrs, -
and _sat%p in a 360° perimeter with machineguns pointing north, west and seuti--
ocast, Claymares were deployed t.o tho uw*,h; oouthtaa-t; north and alang a noarty
drainage ditch (2 1/2'doep x 6' wide) to the north, south and west (See Map -
Ti> 0), Visibility was extremely goad and a rice paddy dike provided cover to
the west and narth « the expected avenue of enemy approach,
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Both platoons radiced to the cunpany commander that they were sct up
in their first ambush position and would move again at 090200 hrs, to their
second position, At this time the ls’g.Flatocn1 radio performance was poor end
contact was made only with difficulty,

The platoons waited in an ambush posture for two hours, changing'
reliefs and maintaining constant cbservation through their starlight scopes,
Vigilance paid off and at 0037 hrs the 2d Platoon L=2ader, 1Lt Powell radioced to
Cpt Parker, B.Co CO, that he had spotted 6 individuals approaching their position
from the west, Lt Powell reqguested that artillery be fired on a preplanntfd
defensive target located to the west of their ambush position, A Battery, 1/77
Artillery resporded with 40 HE rounds, The five man NVA group ran from the
artillery concentration straight for the platoon's position, When they came to
within 25 meters of the frien@ly location they were engaged with M=16's and hand
grenadecs for about one minute, A trip flare was also thrown to provide illum-
ination and assessment of the contact by the ambush platoon. The 24 platoon
was unable to give an enemy assessment, but stated that they felt that some
of th¢ encmy were killed and some had evaded to the southwest of their positior},

Cpt Parker immediately informed LTC Bwarcham, the Battalion Cammander,
and Maj Sewell, the Battalion S3, of the situation on the ground and stated that
his 2d platoon's location had been camprimised, but that he had decided not to.
move the position so that he could get a first light check of the centact area,

At approximately 0245, PFC MacDougal, observing through the starlight
scope to the southwest from the "ant hill" at the lst Platoon location, saw
at a range of about 600 meters 5 individuals who camc out of a tree line and
began to move to the west, Lt Stevenson, the 1st Platoon Leadcr was awakened
and also cbserved the five individuals. nh closer examination however, he
noticed heavy movement in the trese line behind thc 5 NVA soldjers, After a
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shart time it became apparent that a considerable enemy force was approaching
their position. Lt Stevenson called Cpt Parker and infomed him of the situations
at this time he stated that he had observed a point element of ;‘ive men followed
by at least 200 more soldiers, in column formation, moving west, By (R55 °

the point was approximately 200 meters to the south west of his ambush pcsition.

Lt, Stevenson reouested that Blue Max (ARA) be scrambled and that Artillery be
called in on a defensive target for the interum period. Cpt Parker relayed this
information to the Battalion, while Lt Bitzer, FO for B Company, re}ayed the
call for fire to A Battery, 1/77 Artillery. The battalion, in turn, relayed the
request for /RA to Brigade, Maments later, word returned that ARA had been
refused because the unit was not yet in contact,

By 0305, the enemy force, still in column formation, had moved to
the road (TL éA) at coordinates XT34L3154 which was 200 meters from the lst
Platoon location and 500 met'eré fram the FOB; At the road, the cnemy sent
out a 'point element to recon both sides and establish security positions for
crossing, Kt approximately 0306, A Battery, 1777 Artillery responded and the
first 105 HE rounds began t6 land inbotween the lst Platoon location and
the enemy f‘oz"ce: 50 to‘_ 60 rounds were fired fram 9306 to 0320 hrs under the
direction of Lt Bitzer, The FO shifted the fires, walking them in towards the
FOB end the now deploying enemy force, " He made an attempt to put a semi-circle
of fire fram west tZ east arcund the lst Platoon and brought the fires to
within 250 meters of the lgt Platoon's location. At approximately 0315 enemy
mortar rounds began to fall on the 24 and lst Platomn's locations, and . |
Lt Bitzer made a bold correction, attempting to knock out the enemy tube,

By 0315 ARA was again requested, Bluc Max was an station by 0320
requosting that tho fricndly positions mark their locatimns, At the same timo
a request for a flare ship and Sjrooky was put in and approved, The Bati;a]im

Camander and the S¥, expsriencing poor communications with the company, and
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sensing the gravity of the situation, went airborne to better analyze and can-
mmicate with the ground forces. Initially, Cpt Par'ker and LTC Burcham experiencec
problems in employing ARA and Spooky due to the inability of the two engaged
platoons to adequately mark thgir locations, Tube Artillery had to shut orf

cice ARA was on station and was therefore ineffective in the e:}suing contact,

The Canpany Commarder lost cammunications with the 1lst P].atgon, which was the
most engaged - fighting at least 2 and probably 3 Campanies, Ancther dnitial
problem experienced by Cpt Parker was determining the exact location of the

2d Platoon, as they were not directly §out,h of the FOB as originally thought,
Spooky dropped flares for illumination, but experienced difficulty in seeing

the battlefleld due to his eltitude and because the grourd hase reflected the
1light. ' |

Spooky initially attempted to engage battlefield targets, but the

Battalion Cammander shifted him to anti-aircf;rt targets endangering ARA,

LTC éu:‘cham and Maj Sewell stated 'thét the C&C' ship was a nacegsity for cantrall
of ARA and Spooky and the decision Was made'to employ ARA for close=in support
rather than depend an ttbe_aftﬂlery g8 shifts fram cne t?rgét' to another ook
longer with tube artillery, TAC Afr was also considered, but was decided against
initially by the Battalion Cammander dus to the difficulty in identifying friendly
locatims., o ’ ER '

By 0%R9, the lsb Platoon was receiving heavy B?nn'ami' 60 mortar

fire as well as RPG, B-40, autamatic and’ emall arms fire, The first rownds
1anding an‘the platoon's positin injured several men seriously and dest royed

e riito, Lt, Stevenson and SFC Martinez; the 1st Platoon Sergeant, noticed

frau the probectian of the ant hill snd foxhale #3 that the enemy force had

begun to deploy fram the road towards their positian, An estimated three campan=-
ies deploygd to'the 'south, southeast and east and began to deliver accurate and
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heavy RPG, B~A0, machinegun and small amms fire fram within 250 meters, The
enemy, using fire and maneuver and covered by heavy fire support, began to move
closer to the 1st platoon's location, Two NVA, for some unknown reason ran
straight towards faxhole #? fram the west, They were engaged by the men of that
foxhole and one was killed, the other wounded, The intensity of fire on both
sides increased, Camunications were poor and Lt Stevenson vainly attempted to
inform his company cammander of his situation, In turn, Cpt Parker attempted
to instruct the 1st Platocp to mark their location so that ARA could provide
close-in’defensive support, After a particularly heavy barrage of B-40 and

RPG fire, cammunications were lost with the beseiged platoon for the rest of the
contact,

One B-40 rocket hit #2 foxhol: directly, killed the platoon leader and
destroyed the raraining radio, Assuming command, SF.‘C Martinez called to the
nembers of his platoon to coserve their ammmitict_l. He told them to fire only )
at those individuals who broached  the perimeter, The encmy, it was determined,
lamched two mass assaults against the platoon's FOB. Bach assault was accan-
panied by heavy martar, RPG, B-40, machincgua and small arms support, NVA
radios were heard throughout the battle arca, The 1lst Platoon countered by
blowing their Claymores and firing accurate, well aimed shots at the ad\.rancing
hordes of soldiers, conservatively es'?imatad at between 200 and 300 men, B-4O
fire becume more accurate and heavier, Memttsers of the platoon reported that
if they attempted to fire with their M-16's, they would receive a B-40 rocket in
rcturn, ﬁlttigugh ARA and Spooky were now working on station, they wera edbia
to provide/}mpiﬁ; to the platoon, as they could not accurately determine the
friendly position, SFC Martinez told his men to mark their Positions by throwing
trip flares, He was informed by SGT Gilbert, a squad leader, that the trips
wera 3 feet outside their foxholes but that the fire was so intense they could
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not be reached, The men, sensing the nocessity of ARA suppart, squirted insect
repellent on the ground and 1it it, but the volume of fir_'e they received in
return was so intense the the effart had to be abandaned, .

As the enemy campanies moved closer to the lst platom elerflent,_
they deployed a squac_i to the north setting up a new B=4O0 rocket and ,51 ca:iber
machifProv position, By th‘)' the platoon had suffered 4 killed and almost all
were wounded at least once, SFC Martinez observed that one B=-A0 position near
the banb crater to the south was capable of delivering accurate fire towards
foxhole #3 and the ant hill, He decided to make an attempt to evacuate his
position and move 50 meters to the northwest into an open field, As he and )
three others lgi‘b their position and crossed the rice paddy dike to the west,
they received ,51 caliber fire fram the south, Two men were killed and SFC'
Martinez was severely wounded, The remaining individual, SF4 Lee Alexander,
pulled the dead and wourded to the safcty of the field by himself, and delivered
first aid to SFC Martinez,

The men in foxhole #1, viewing the movement of SFC Martinez and
realizing that faxholes #2 and #3 were now empty, moved to cover tpe gaps in
their "U" ghaped formation, Two individuals moved into Foxhole #2, ane to the
junction pf the rice paddy dikes and one to the field where SFC Martines had
been dr_'ug. SP4 Vincent Martino moved to the rice paddy dike and observed an
enemy ,51 caliber machinegvn position and B-40 rocket positim t? the north-
east. He also received heavy fire when he was spotted on the dike, but by
hopping around he was able to deliver accurate fire on the two positions and
neutralize them,

In foxholes #4 and #5, the lst platoon members encomtered a differ-
ent situation, The advancing enemy had moved Into the fexholes on the eastern
portion of the perimeter, A berm between their fexholes and the enemv pOSitim‘
prohibited fire to bc retumed at the cnemy, The men resorted to hand grenades,
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Just as the enemy mowmted a machine gun on the berm, The enemy position was
destroyed, '

The fight raged fram 0315 until 0545 at the first platoon position,
Throughout the contact the 1st platom returned fire and canserved ammunition
as best as possible, The enemy launched two wave assaults against the poaitio?
and were driven back in both cases, Each assault, it was accurately estimated,
mounted at least 150 to 200 men, .The platomn successfiilly défended iteelf
against three campanies and refused to run or leave their dead and wounded,

The platoon also reparted that the enemy seemed to be ‘'hopped up" on drugs or
opium, Frequently they would stand and waik towards the position to be cut
down by the M=16's, Or the enemy scdldiers would run crazily and wildly in
different directions - atross the battlefield - yolling and laughing.

The enemy succeeded in occupying posit_,ims within 20 meters oi;the
1st platoon and many were killed within 10 feet, When the cantact enied; those
niembers oi“ the lst platoon not k;lled or seriously wounded had bet?eon wea and
two magazines of ammunition left, They had suffered 6 KIa, 17 WIA, 2 1ig!lt1y )
wounded not medevaced and 2 not wounded, They had expended all claymores, M60,
and M79 ammunition, The platoon members, Campany Canmander and Battalion
Commander made conservative estimates that at least 150 to 200 NVA had been
killed and that the pOsition_had been assamlted by at least ’f.hree canpanies,

The secand platoon, under the cammand of Lt Powell, exp?rienced a
similarly vicious cantact, Hav:_lng exposed their position at 0040, the platomn
maintained 100% alert for 2 hrs, They listened intently to the lst Platoomn
Leader's conversations with Opt Parker and were aware of the size of the approach-
ing ¢nemy force at 0250, Likewise, they observed the enemy movement t?warda the
road and subsequent deployment towards the lst Platoon, Minutes later, when
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mortor rounds came cr:shir: in the vicinity, Lt Powell decided that his position
was no longer tenable and gave the order to pick up what the men could carry and
run to the drainage ditch, Six men were killed in the initial encmy mortar
concentration. The drainage and ricc paddy dike offered some protection from the
flying schrapnel, and the platoon hastily and effectively reorganized facing cast
and west, The rapid redeployment caused several pfoblems. The ?lemnore det ona-
tors were left behind and although the mines were still in place, they could not
be detonated, Secondly, in the hasty move the men left behind their trip flares
which later could have assisted in marking locatioms,

The platoon continued to receive a heavy bambardment fran 8nm and
60mm mortars and like the 1lst platoon also received RPG, B-40, autamatic
wegpons and small amms far the next two hours, The platoon did have a protuctad
position however and it's firc power on line, oriented in both directions.' By
firing their LAWS, they were able to neutralize one B-40 position and one ,51
caliver position during the ensuing assault by an estimated Campany size force,
Several assaults were made by the enemy, sttempting to overrun the US position,
SGT James R, Edberg, a squad leader in the platoon stated that the assault was
not of the same magnitude that hit the 1s% rlatom; it was not a wave assault,

The massed enemy forces poured fire into the friendly position from
30 to 50 meters away, using fire and maneuver in attempting to get closer to‘
the rrien.ily positim,. SGT Biberg instructed his men to canserve ammunition,
fire single, well aimed shots - anly at those NVA who attempted to close wit
their position, The platom utilized it's M79's, M5O's and hard grenades to
best advantage - firing at bunched troops and autamatic weapons positions. Gne
M60 was hit and destroyed by an incaming mortar round end the platoon was forced
to orient ane gun to the west and ane to the east, SGT Edberg crawled the
length of the ditch as did the Platoon Sergeant, S5 John Pabick, encourasing

CONFIDENTIAL
13




| CONFIDENTIAL .
the ron, culming thelir fears anl attonding to casualtics, The plstoon medic, ad
platoan leader were seriously wounded by a B-40 round at approximately 0400, and
the platoon RTO, PFC Harold J Close and 557 Fabick were forend to divert tiheir
effarts to the direetim of ARA and the marking of their position, The platoon
had good canmmnications with the ARA pllots and the Cobras made pass after pass,
providing close-in swport to the ha;d hit platoon, The platomn members first
1it heat tabs to mark their position, he trip flare was thrown but it failed
to go off; finally, the treopers pulled off their shirts, sprayed them with
insect repell-lerth and ignited them, Each time a flaming shirt left the cover
of the ditch, a B-40 round screamed in on the man who threw it, The Platomn
Sergeant was serioualy wounded in such an action, When all shirts werc gme; _
the troqaer§ resorted to firing a burst of tracer bullkets oriented to the west,
In this way, ARA wam able to fire it ‘s minigun in north/south passcs as close as
10 meters from the friendlv unit,

At approximately 0400, the Battalia:: 83, Maj Sewcll, attempted ?o get

155mm Artillery blocking fires from B Battery, 1/%0 Artillery at L2 Tracy, but

experienced difficulty in getting approval for the mission. The 155 fires came

in approximately one hour after requested and was positioned by the Artillery.
LNQC fram the C&C helucopter to ‘i\n't.her annfhilate the now flecin-: '"“A force,

The Campany Cammander, Battalion Cammander, Battalion §8,, Brigade Com-
mander and Brigade S3 all felt that support fram all resources was adequate and
timely, The Battalion Canmander stated that he had ample resources and that
ncne had to wait while others were being employed, He indicated that while
e scction of ARA broke station, another section replaced it without delay, Also
two Spooky ships were utilized and that when ane had expended it's flares ancther
was on statian to replace it,

As davn approached, the contact slowed and B Campany watched the NVA
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pull off the wounded bodies, The 2d platoon members hesitated to fire on the
bearers of the wourded because they were down to three or four magazines per
man, but when they did, they ocbserved that more NVA soldiors behind the wounded
simply scooped them up and continued to evade,

The 2¢ Platoan members felt that the enemy deployment was advantageous to
them as fire from the element on the east passed over the heads and slammed inf,o
the enemy ovlement to the west, The enemy, in effect was firing at one-another,
At OMO the first platoon from A Campany, 2/5 Cav was notified to prepare for a
night combat assault and at 04l7 the lst Platom was lifted into thg 2d platoon's
location to reinforce and relieve the pressure an the friendly wnit, (XT349147)
The 1st Platoon of A Company met with no resistance and linked up with the A
Platoon at 0629, Tt was decided at that time to utilize the Cambat assault 1ift
birds which had brought in the 1st Platoon of A Company to evacuate the wounded
and dead fram the 2d Platom, The 2d Platoon suffered 5KIA , 16 WIA, 2 Lightly
WIA not medevaced, and 4 not wounded, By 0458 "he wounded members of the 24
platomn were on their way to medical care at Cu Chi, _A conservative estimate of
Enemy losses in the platoon area is placed at 100 KIA,

Similarly, C Campany 2/5 Cavalry was infarmed at OL15 hrs to move as
soon as possible, on foot, t5> the 1lst Platoon location and to relieve enemy
prescure, Their overnight location was arproximately 1200 meters fram B Campany
and by 050, they were within 40O meters of the beseiged position, They were
guided into position by Cpt Parker who gave directions by radio as he looked at
ths strobe light which was carried by the front element of C Campany, Cpt Parker
guided them into the exact position as if he were adjusting artillery, By 0600
the Canpany had linked up with the lst Platom and had secured the 1-‘03._ At
0627, eight medevac ships were requested for the lst Platom ™ Wti-
in three minutes the medevac birds were on station and the wounded wore evacua-

ted to Cu Chi for treatment, CONFIDENTIAL
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. To effect the pdlieco of tho battle arca and to pursue the enemy
force, A Campany, 1/& Cavalf'y was cambat assaulted into XT3341L9 (southwest of
the 1st Platoon's location), at O%7 fram XI'353124, their overnight location,
The eampany swept the area of contact and moved in a westerly t?irectim in pursuit
of the enemy force, Both C Campany, 2/5 Cavelry and A Campany, 1/8 Cavalry fourd
evidence which ind‘icated that the two platoons had engaged a reinforced Battaliam,
Heavy blood tralls, bloody bandages, pieces of bodies and NVA cquipnent’were .
strewn' for hundreds of meters, Among the items found were: 32 NVA KI{., 1 NVA
WIA PW, 2 AKL7's, many AK47 m?gazines, and htmdr?ds of loose /K rownds, l‘box
7.60 inti-aircraft ammunition, ?everaJ gas masks, I5 chicam hand grenades, and
1/2" of documents, In addition, Major Sewell, after'an examination of the avea
repcrt_ed 8/50 caliber firing positions at: HBBSI?&, 327150, 329154, 335154,
359149, 3ML11L9 end 328147. Based on this evidence, observation of the battle
from the C&C ship and fram the roports by MRA and Spooky pilots, the enemy
strength was placed at a reinfarced Battalion, Scout ships were also called in
to make a first 1ight check of the cantact arca, They reported finding numerous
bunkcrs at 334150, Appache Red worked the area, making closc-in passes and )
recannaissance by fire, At XT332153 they found tunnel entrsnces, C ganpany,
2/5 Cavalry checked this a;'ea and found 6 bunkers with overhead cover, s¥mor
piercing ,50 caliber'ro?rﬂs, end empty boxcs for the snmumition,

At 0955 hours, B Campany, 2/5 Cevalry received a read.out an the )
wounded PW who stated that he was fram the 1st Bn, 272 Regiment ,‘9th VC Divisim,
The PW sté,ted that his battalion's mission was not to mmtm.a, but rather to _
meke contact with a US base suspectod to be further north of B Campany's locaticn,
They wore to engage and destray this base,

At 0900, airstrikes werc requested by the.lst Brigade and 10 F-100
Jet fighters responded (See Tab B for oxpar'itures), Many secondary explosions
wore cbsorved east of the contact area as a result of these airstrikes,
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13, Conclusims/Cammanders' fnalysis:

a, That B Campany, 2/5 Cavalry successfully defended itself against
a reinfarced enemy Battaliom,

b.. That 200 cnemy KIA is a conservative estimate,
b ¢o That close [RA support was a key factor to the success of the
attle,

d, That the cnemy did not know the disposition and location 2
the U, S, unit and wa:c ~ttempting to pass through that locatiam to hit an cbjec-
tive further north, In Is assumed that the 6 man enemy reconnaissance element
which made contact with the 2d Platoon shortly after midnisht was checking out
the location where the B company had received log earlier in the day, It is
also assuned that at least prrt of the enemy recannaissance’element returned to
it's parent wnit, informed the battalion of the US location, and thst plans
were made to engage the 2d Platom with at lcast a company while the main body
moved north toward it's objective, It is assumed that the main body consisted
of at least 2 and possibly 3 companies and that they did not know of the 1st
Flatomn's location - to the northy, nor the exact size of the U3 unit,

: e, That the fighting spirit of the SKYTROPER, his determinatiom
to live, and his concern for the lives of fellow troopers was the key factor in
the success of this contact,

f. That leadership exercised by those at tie lowest level was
exemplary, The fact that none of the fricndly prsitims were overrun and that
in both platoons the platomn leader and platoon sergeant were ovt of action
brings great credit to these young leaders, ard their sbility to take cammand
and perform with outstanding success,

8.~ B Company, 2/5 Cavalry was returned to L2 Terri for the
night of 10 Merch, but was back in the field the following day with replacements
fran within the battalian, Mthough the Campany suffered almost camplete loss
of two platoons, they were nct pluced cambat ineffective,

h, Vhen the decision was made to derloy forces wostcf the Vam
Co Dong River in the /ngel’s Wing arees, it was done in full rcalization of the
risks invclvec, Commandors at all levcls were cogniswcnt of the enemy'!s two great
advantages: The security afforded by the near proximity of the Cambodian barder;
and his ability to mass forces at a time and place of his own choosing against
one or more of the necessarily disporsed friendly elcments, To offset campletely,
these enomy advantages would have requircd the pceiticning of units at 2 cn- ‘
siderable distance fram the border, probably - cast of the Vam Co Nang River itgelf,
and/or tho substitutim of a series of fixed, hardencd, well defended strongpoints
for the mobile posturc actnally caployed. To have opted for either or both of
thesc alternatives, howeva:, would have becn to negate accumplishment of the
mission, Givirg up space wost of the Vum Co Dong River would have brought same
measure of sccurity but at the cost of the carly warning needed to marshall a
force large encugh to defecat the cnemy befare he could have bypassed these
positions at will, In the light of these considerstions, the most effective
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course of action was the employeint of mobile, semi-independent, small units
capablc of detecting tho infiltration of major enemy forces and delaying thesé
until they could be attacked and destroyed by the application of masscd fires: ©od
In this engagoment an 8«9 March, B/2/5 Cavalry fulfilled this role campletely, i
notwithstanding its own, relatively high casualties, Tt positioned itself m 7
what“ proved to be an infiltration route, detected a major enemy ferce, attacked

same, fixing it in position until heavy fires could be brought to bear. It

is uncertain as to whether the enemy battalion was attempting & major move cast

of the Vam Co Dong River or as the FW indicated, moving to destroy a US unit or

installation, However, in neither casec was that objective attained, and the

damage to the lst Battalim, 2724 Regiment must have been severe,

14, Legams Learned: S

a, The results of this  engagement, specifically the h'gher than
normal casualty -~zte for B/2/5 Cavalry, naturally caused a reevaluation of the
concept of operatioms in the XAVAJO WARHQRSE AC. As indicated above, that
reassessment fully indorsed the concept of a "forward" deployment, in‘a small
wnit, mobile posture of the elements of 1/8 and 2/5 Cavalry, However, approval
of the general concept does not, in this case, imply approval of the specific
positioning of companies on the night of 8-9 March, (e of the salicnt lessmms
of this action is the fact that the tem "forward” deployment is a highly rela-
tive one, with its application detemmined by the specific circumstances pre-
vailing, While endorsing the deployement of B/2/5 Cavalry (and the cther come-
panies) west of the Vam Co. Dang River, this repart acknowledges that an increase .
of anly twe or three kilometers of “stand- " distance between B Co's positien
and the border would have been appropriate, With hindsight, it appeers that
the cos’ in terms of "early warning Time", as discussed above, would have been
conpensated for adoquately by the advantages of maneuver roam for camitment
of aimorile ressrves and far urrestricted application of pursuing fires, In
short, camitment of emall, semi-independent units within a certain minimum
distance of the Cambodian border (a distance varying according to circumstances,
but usually not less than five kilcmeters) is a risky venture, justified only
in spesia) circumstances after careful evaluation.

b. When maneuvering independently on the Vietnam battlefield, the
US company or platoon normally secures itself by assuming a purely defensive
posture; by coiling into a perimeter on the most defensible terrain available,
digging in, registering defensive concentrations and firing them occasionally
during the night as a precautionary measure, and by limiting its "ambushes" to
local-security rarge and/or the dictated concept of operation, as was the case
in this engagement; then the unit must find {ts security in deception ar< =obility.
Clearly, the CO of B Co understood this. His company had been in the field, on
the move, for the eight days preceding the engagement, positioning itself in a
different location each night, moving away from its obviously compromised log
(aerial resupply) position, reconnoitering night positions during daylight but
occupying them only after dark, and by registering deceptive defensive concentra-
tions as well as the actual ones. All of this is highly commendable and
undoubtedly accounts for the fact that this was a friendly-initiated action,
with B Co achieving surprise and the enemy receiving the initial, and apparently,
very damaging fires. 1f, after this initial deliverance of their organic and
supporting fires, the lst and 2d platoons had retained their mobility, had disen-
gaged and fallen back even as much as two, or three hundred meters (possibly on
the main company position), then the same gains might well have been achieved

18

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

at much less the cost, Conversely, by losing their mobility and allowing them-
selves to be fixed in nan-hardened, virtually indefcnsible positions, by a -
superior force, these platoons invited the high casualtics which resulted and,
in fact, risked the disaster of being overrun, Patently, this is easicr said
than done, particularly on flat, open terrain on a moonlight night, when bullets”
arc flying and instinct calls for hugging the earth, However, easy or diffi-ult,
it 1s an undisputable fact that the unit which allews itself to be fixcd in mn
unprepared position by a superior force is in deep troublc, This danger nueds
constant emphasis, and techniques to aveid it need to be developed, rehesrscd

and cmployed,

¢, In this action, the normal situation prevailed in that the
infantry canmender had a number of types'of fire support to call upon, 'hfortu-
nately, in this action as in many others, all of these fire support resowces ‘
were not necessarily complementary, at least, not at the same time, Consequently,
the Battalion Cammander had to pick and choose, selecting one 4t the expense of
suppressing cthers, The record indicates that he chose wisely, with the result
that the total fire support rendered was very effective, However enough problems,
mainly of control and coordination, did arise as to watrant some concern and
corrective action, These problems were not major ones, but do indicatc the need
to update SPs for "packaging" the total fire support available for spelling
out in detail the authority and respansibility of each person involved in that
process,

d, The fact that a sigrificant number of things unaccomtablt"’wcnt
wrong" at most inappropriate times does not warrant the label of a "lesson
lcarncd"since even the best of outfits, such as this one, this phenomenon has
occurred often in the past and unfortunately, will presumably do so in the future.
Coviously there is no real excusc for supporting gunships not having the right
frequency, or a unit carrying an incperable recoilless rifle in the field and
not carrying adequate devices far night marking of positions, or having them
readily available, and for supporting aircraft to be discovered as "not mission
ready" only when they are assumed to be lifting off; just as obviously, there
is no simple remedy for these problems either, However, cammanders and staff
officers nced to expect them and to anticipate them by longer léad times, and
alternate solutions even while they are working to preclude them.

e, Hmergency ammunition resupplv 1s a key point. Ammunition
should be packaged, ready for use, and easily broken down for rapid distri-
bution to individuals rather than packaged in bulk, It should be stored in the
recar, easily attainec when needed and be packaged in such a manner that it may
be delivered by all nodes of resupply.

f, Ceunsideration should be given te ready rcaction foreces which
are readily availab.c to reinforce a hotly contested battle. Rehearssl and
practice of importarc factors is a must, including night cambat assaults,
securing an attaired objective, canducting medical evacuation and immediate
reaction to notification,

: g, A C&C ship is of utmost necessity in any major contact, With-
out it, 2 cammander is unablc to accurately mzke decisions affecting ground
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