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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

AGDA (M) (12 Aug 69) FOR OT U1 692155 19 August 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 7th Squadron,
b 17th Cavalry, Period Ending 30 AP’H& 969 (U)

0F Ty um:;;'ni OSEATIN wricerng e
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) ) v SSICY OR i eoe ST Y 793 AND ey
E DISTRLBUTION ANY MANNER 10 AN Ny S e CONTENTS 3
AVi .

FESSON 18 PROHIBITED 8y MW"*’

o>t juct report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
tii paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should

' reperted to ACSFOR OT UT, Operatjional Reports Branch, within 90 days
'f receipt of covering letter.

Information contained in this report is provided to insure lﬁpropriate
nefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material

BY OQRDER UF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

jZ.d/éMm

S KENNETH G. WICKHAM
ne Major General, USA
4s The Adjutant General -t L R

t
DY STRIBUTLUN: ,
Commanding Generals

US Continentst Army Command :

US Army Combtat Developments Command SE.P lom
Commancants !

U'S Army War College . AN -

USq Army Cimmanc} and (ég:er:l Staff College oo ot s

US Army Air Defense 00 = e e

US Army Armor School =

US Army Aviation School

US Army Combat Surveillance School

US Army Engineer School

US Army Field Artillery School

US Army Infantry School

US Army Missile and Munitions School

US Army Ordnance School

US Army Transportation School Regra}ed unclassified when sgpantd
from classified Inclosure.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DRPARTMFNT OF TIT AIMY
HEADAUARTERS TTH SQUADRON 17TH CAVALRY
APO SAN FRANCYSCO 96262 ,

AVBACB=GC

35 Uiy 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Repart of Headquarters, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry for
Period Ernding 30 April 1969, BCS CCFCR-65 (nl) (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Scction 1 Operatfons: Sipnificant Activities,

ae (U) Gecneral,

(1) This report cowvers the period 1 Febmary 1949 through 30 April 1949,
and is cubmitted in accordance with AR 525-15, USARV Reguluilon 525-15, and
17th CAG Regulation 525-15.

(2) The ndssion of the 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry is to perform rccon=
nrissance and to provide cecurity for the Lth Infantry Division or its major
suoordinato combat clemente; to engage in cambat as an cccnory of force wnit,
and to provide limdtcd air and ground anti~tank dcfomse for the division.
When directed by IFFV, tho squadron may detach one or more troops to support
other mjor combat elements in the II Corps Tactical Zonc.

(3) Organizational Structurc. The Headquarters, 7th Squadron, 17th Cave
alry 1s located at Camp Enari, Dragon Mountain, RWN, and is cormanded by LTC
Calvin R. Bean, The squadron hag its full camplement of cawvalry troons as
per TOE 17-95T, and is currently OPCOM (minus B and C Troops) to the Lth Ine
fentry Division, Camp Enari, Dragon Mountain, RVN, Troop B is OPCOW to Task
Force South, Troop C is OPCQ to tho 173rd Airbarnc Brigade.

(a) Headquartors and Headquarters Troop, Camp Enard, Dragon Mountain,
RWN, is od with five UH-1H helicoptors, This troop is organized IAW
MICE 17=901.

(b) Troop A, Camp Enari, Dragon Mountain, RWN, is ccuippod with AH-1G,
OH=6A, and UH=1H helicoptors and arganizod IAW MTOE 17-98T. Tho 568th KD Dot
and the 288th RL Dot provide DS maintenance and avionic support to the troopl.

(¢) Troop B, Phan Thiot, RWN, is cquipped with AH-10, OH=6A and UH-1H
holicopters and is organized IAW MIOE 17-98T. The 569th KD Det and tho Lih
RL Dot provide DS maintenance and avionics support to the troop,

(d) Troop C, lane AAF, An Son, RW, ic e with AH-10, OH-6A, and
UH=1H helicpptors and is organiszed IAW MIOE 17-98T. Tho L12th KD Dot and the
238th RL Det provide DS maintenance and avionics support to the troops.

FOR OT UT DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
692155 CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIFED AFTER 12 YEARS.
Inclosure DOD DIk 5200.10




L i

CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-GC 13 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Hoadquarters, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, BCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(e) Troop D, Camp Enart, Dragon Mountadn, RW is a ctandard wheel veh-
icular mounted ground cavalry troop organized IAW MIOE 17-99T,

(f) During this roporting poriod there was only one significant change
in the tactical structure of the squadrone Troop C was assigned OPCON 173rd
Adrborno Brignde on 17 April 1969,

e MRS e e b bt

be (C) Porsannele.

(1) During the reporting period tho following major changes in commrnd
and staff pogitions occurrod:

(a) LTC Colvin R, Boan, 084900, assumed command of Tth Squadron, 17th
Cavelry on 15 March 1969 replacing LTC Robort M. Reuter, 070225,

(b) MAJ Willian T, Glover, 02291685, asswned command of Headquartors
2nd Feadquarters Troop on 25 Fcb 69 replacing MAJ Willard D. Conklin, 079567

(c) MAJ Scott Te Lyman, 01937913,, assumod command of B Troop on 5 Mar
69 replacing MiJ Jamce A. McCracken, 05301776 -

(d) MAJ Richard He Marshall, 081697, assumod commcnd of A Troop on 25
Fcb 69 replacing MAJ um.m T+ Glover, 02291685,

(¢) MAJ Thcmas L, Martin, 05401932, assunmed duties of Squadron Se3 on
25 Feb 69 replacing MAJ Richard He Marshall, 081697.

(£) MAJ James A. McCracken, 05301776, assumod dutiesz as Squadron Excoue
tive Officer on S Mar 69, roplacing MAJ Scott T. Lyman, 01937913.

(g) CPT Robert D. Bruegucr, OF107560, assumcd command of D Troop on
11 Feb 69 replacing CPT David M. Hennossy, 05240766,

(h) CPT Wayne E. Overturf, 05247673, assunod dutics of Squadron S-2 on
6 Apr 69 replacing OPT Michacl W. Hodge, 05240786,

(1) CPT Howard M. Newhouse, 02299940, assumed duties as Squadron S-4 on
16 Feb 69 replacing CPT Paul M, Roberts, 05328628, i

(3) SGM Robert M, Couch, RAI4913502, assumed duties as Squadron SGM on
2 Apr 69 replacing SGM Billy W, Lightfoot, RAL4337393, who was medevaced on
14 Mar 69.

(2) The following are personnel occupying major command and staff posi-
tions:

(a) Squadron Commander LTC Calvin R. Bean

(b) Squadron Executive Officer MAJ James A. McCracken

Tnel . CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
AU CDSS0 13 'z 269
'SUBJECT: Omvretional Report of Headquarters, 7th Sguadron, 17th Cavalry zor
Period Ending 30 Aprdl 1967, RCS (CRR65 (D) (1)

(c) S=1 MAJ Rogor D. Vinalon, Jre
(d) s-2 CPT Wayne Ee Ovyseionf
(e) S-3 ¥AJ Thomac Le Mertin

(£) Sl CPT Howard M, Newhouse
(g) Chaplain CPT Claronce M. Brooks
(h) Simal Officer CPT WAlliam T. Hunt, Jr
(1) Flight Surgeon CPT David Wallack

(3) Safety Officer CPT Charlec B, Murphy
(k) Maintenance Officer MAJ Fraik Re Mcozan

(1) co, Heaquarters Troop #AJ William T, Glover
(m) cO, A Troop MAJ Richard He Marshall
(n) o, B Trocp MAJ Scoit Te Lyman

(o) €O, C Troop MAJ Jorry Ge Ledford
(p) CO, D Troop CPT Robert De Brucgger

(@) Squadren Sergeant lajor S71 Robcrt Me Couch

(3) Uit otrength and miccellancous rclstod data is attached at inclose
wre 1.

®eame

(1) Duriag tho rosur=ing perdod the S-2 Soction initiated and volidatods

Conflointinl Claam\ions we 2

Seeydd Sl validariors ee 119

Tar Seoveh Sisueanse Vilitticns «e= 10

Coorst Cloarwizue Laltitei «e 9

Top Geerot Cloarances Iritiated == 6

Soourity Debricfings upon 7CS or Separation == 2l

(2) Intellizonco Swmary far tho Lth Infantry Division's operations owp-
portod by the 17th Cawmlry

(a) Xontwa, Kontin cxperiencod an ivicroase in cnomy activity. Enony
dnitiatod incidonts cuntorod azowxl throc basic areast Ben Hot, Flei Trep

3
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVBACBGC 17 s, 1569
SUBJECTt Operatlonal Report of Headquartcrs, 7th Squadron, 17th C.. -..: y for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, BCS CSFR«65 (R1) (U)

Road, and Polei Klenge The Ben Het Special Forces cam was the object of
intensd ottacks by fire during Fobruary. Ben Het also received a coordinated
armor and infantry attack on 3 March 1969, which resulted in the destruction
of two Russian built PT 76 tanks. This was the first recorded armor attack
in the Highlands. The first report of armor activity was in November 1968
when 7=17 Cav spottoed an armor vehicle in the area, After the attack on 3
March, Ben Het was attacked by fire fron cloments of the LOth NVA Arty Rezt.
85m1 artillery and poscible 105mm Howitzer were cmployed in the attacks. The
Plel Trap road srctem was uced extensively by wvehicular traffics New roads
werc discovered throughout the area, Construction of the roads, fortificae’
tions, and weapous positions was accomplished by the K25A and K25B Engr Bns.
On 2 March, 7=17 Cav identified and damaged a CAZ 63 truck that was later
captured by elcnconts of the Lth Inf Dive. A total of 9 trucks werc identified
in the area by 7«17 Cave All nine trucks vere elthor destroyed or damaged

by US forcess cnamy forces attempted to ostablish & sunly-base area 20-25
kn ¥iW of Pold idcyge. The Plei Trap road was the main inffltration ~nd sup-
ply rcute uccds Friendly troops occupied firebases cur:ounding the road syse
tem and with the aid of B-52 ctrikes succesafully interdicted the cnerytc ine
filtrotion and recapplys US firebascs received heavy attackc by fire, include
ing 105m artillcery fired fram positions inside Victnam, 7-17 Cav identified
S of the 9 X 105m artillery gqun: that vore destroyed or capturcd by US Forces
during the nardiod. In the Polei Klcng arca, tho approach of rcgimental size
enany forces through the lower Plel Trap and the Chu Pa arca became cvident
by late Janumy. The enemy apparently planned to attack Polic Klong SF Carp,
or pocsibly Kontum City, with rmlti-battalion sizc forces fram the 6€th and
2lith NVA Regts. To deny the cnemy access to his objectives, fricndly forces
werc inscrted into fircbascs 10-15 Km, W, S and SE of Polci Xleng. US ele-
nontc S and SE of Polel Kleng remainod in modercte contact throughout Februe
ary and aoffectively prevented enemy forces fram moving east toward Kontum City,
Elementc of the 2ith Rer't, aftor horassing Hwy Ui zlong the Kontum~Pleiku bore
der, moved south into Ploiku Province in late Februxy. US Forces cn fire-
bzces W and SW of Folel Kleng were attiocked by fire throughout February and
March, However, the 66th Regt was blocked and its activity was restricted
to a company sizc attack on Poled Kleng on L Merch, Enemy battalion size
forces withdrew to basc arezs 25 Km SW of Polei Klcnge Friendly forces pure
sucd, occupicd firebases farther W and blocked enemy exfiltration. Heavy
contact wao mnde during the first week of March and April., The 66th Rert
suffered hoavy locsed from ground action, airstrikos, helicopter gunchipe,
and B-52 striles, Elsewherc in Xuntun Provinoce, action centered around Kon
Horing village, with sporadic action along Hwy li ¥ ul Kontum City. Enemy
forces avoided military inctallations in tids arer, but conducted up to bate
talion size attacks on lightly defended villages along Hwy i SE of Dak Toe
Hardest hit was Kon Hordng which wac attacked by the 30Lth LF Bn on 23 anl 25
February. Kon Honong, Dicn Binh and Tanh Cenh also received attackse The
enaryy forces involved werc the 30Lth LF Bn, Sth Dn/2Lth Regt, and the K20
Sapper Bn, with probable supnort from the 334 Bn/LOth Arty Regt. Othor acte
ion included mining and ambushos along Hwy 1, 10-15 Kn NW of Kontum City.
Thesc were probably conducted by tho 30ith LF Bn, Sth Bn/2ith NVA Rogt, and
elements of the K25B Engr Bn. The most offoctive operation was a sapper ate

4
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBLCB=OC 13 Wny 1969
S8UBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, BCS CSFORWS5 (R1) (U)

tack canducted by clamonts of the 37th Sapper Bn against the S8Lth Engr come
pound at Tan Phu on 23 March,

(b) Pleiku, fctivity wac modcrate 4n the Ploiku Province throughout the
roporting perdod. The 2Lith NVA Regt operntad throughoud Northarn Plcilcu Pre-
vinoe, and othar capper, local force, and artillery units contimued to oper-
atc in their traditional operation areas., Thso ouly coordinated offensive efe
fort wap the Sprinz Phaso of the Wintar-Spring offcnsive which was initiated
on 23 Feb 1969, With the conclusion of heavy firh*inz in tho Chu Pa Mowtain
areca in early February, tho 2lith Regt moved across 4l» Lo San River to resupe
ply in the southern Plei Trap Valley, After rocciswins cupplies and rerlacee
mants, the rogimont moved acrobs norther:. Iicilm Provirce and positioncd ite
s0lf east and wost of Higlwray Lie The K-5 Pniiith [e-4 moved north of dontum
City, whilo the K- and K6 Bn'e conducted norassaont 2lrog Huy Mje DMuving
oarly April, tho 2ith Regt rotwrnod to the corthern Pl oo areas It is
anticipnted that it moved wost to Bagse Ax-a 702 “n Cbzclo, Threushinil the
roporting period Viet Cong local forcos l:vv: horar~ed Sricndly wddy I
aron west of Pledku City between Hwy 509 end 19, linrc--meni consiciel of
cnall crms and RPO-2 fire, large amountc 27 1dce nund oticr cquipaan’ icre
wmecovered by US and CSF units swooping tho arcze Clanents of the I35 /xty
oed alliod installotions in the Pleiku Cit:=Conp ineri area w.l%h rocks
rocodlless rifle attacks concucted ia conduiection it srouwd
to platoon sise sappar wiise The el coemy artii sy ote
Province wore beported in uis Duc Co cros ing S F-ry amd
artillery attacks were ha:iv.scing in notwe o were uet fellowed
groun! effort, During April, in goulhorn Pleily: I're Znce, 7«17 Cav
on infarmation previded by CI Soction, Lth 1T izh, I~ud and dacivoyed
trict Three Headquarters, along with scvercl infiltiation way clations
and rest sroas.

(¢) Darlac, Enemy activity during Pebruary was chamctorized hy small
scals contact and standeff attacks. Encyy elcumnts located in the nme2
of battalion sisze or smaller., Ban Mo Thuot wac subjocted to ssvorai ~itacks
by enayy foroos utilizing 75mm RR, 60m mortar, 82m martar, and 12:.n rockote,
The units believed rosponsidbls for these attacl:s were the K-3 Artyr I, and
the X-39 Inf Bn, The 301lst LF Bn was belisval to be guiding infiltr-tion
growe across northorn Darlas Province. The h0lst LF Bn wra beldevc: to be

BEGEED F
i
I

Groups
and 108, The 12th and 19th Regts werc nentioned in conjunction with theso
infiltretion groups; howsver, thesc arc belicvod to be training rogiment dese
imationa,

de (C) Oporations. (Oporationnl statisting attached at innlosure 2)
CONFIDENTIAL

S




Y CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACBOC 13 May 1969

SUBJECT: Operatdonal Report of Hoadquarters, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry f
Period Ending 30 Aprdl 1969, BCS CSPOReGS (RL) (V) *

> (1) Units Supported: (Number of Days) '

(a) General,
UNIT th INF DIV TF SOUTH 173 LBN B=23 SFG
TRP A 82 - — 1
TRP B [ ] 89 -e -
TRP C ™ . 1, -
m D 89 [ o nd e L]
(6) 4th Infantry Division.
UNIT 1st BDE 2d BDE 3d BDE SQDN (-) OTHER MAINT
DIV CTL* DOWN
TRP A 39 20 8 8 ? ?
TRP B oo .e .- -- o 14
TRP C 17% 29 3 8 21 10
i TRP D 1 -- 18 7 49 14

* NOTE: The Squadron operated a total of 33 days on Squadron (-) missions
as follows: Division Control, 12 days; lst Brigade Control, 7 days; 3d Bri.
gade Control, 14 days.

(2) Operations,

(a) The 4th Infantry Division's general operations plan is Operation
Hines. The Sqdn (-) provided support for subordinate operations,

(b) Operation Putnam Panther, This was a Search and Clear Operation
controlled by the 2d Bde, 4th Inf Div, Normally, the Squadron provided re-
connaissance and security. During the period of this report, Troop A was come
mitted 20 days and Troop C was committed 30 days to provide support for the

operation,

(c) Operation Wayne Gray., This Search and Destroy operation was the
wmost significant operation this Squadron participated in during this reporting
period. An After Action Report of this operation is attached at Inclosure 3.
The units of this Squadron participated in this operation as follows: Troop
A, 33 days; Troop C, 19 days; Troop D, one day, Normally, the Squadron was
tasked to provide one and on occasion two air cavalry troops each day to sup-
port the operation, The Squadron assets vere committed to support the oper-
ation under Squadron control a total of five days.

(d) Operation Greene Purple. This was a search and destroy operation
conducted by the Squadron (-) under OPCON of the )d Bde, 4th Infantry Division,
The After Action Repret for this six day opsration is attached at Inclosure &,

¢ CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB.GC 13 May 1969
SUBJECTs Operational Report of Headguarters, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry for
Poriod Ending 30 April 1969, BCS CSFOR65 (R1) (U)

(3) Attaclments and Detachmentc. .

(a) On 25 April 69 Troop A wvms ansigned OPCON to B-23 SFG for the remndne
der of the reporting period.

(b) Troop B has becen OPCON to Tack Force South since September 1968, An
After Action Roport of Troop B oporations during the reporting period is ate
tached at Incloswe 5o

(c) Troop C was assignod OPCOM to the 173rd Airborne Brigade on 15 April
1969, Duration of tie OPCON 13 cctimated to be for a period of dx to nine
nonths,

(d) Troop D was OPCON to 2-1lst Cav during tho perdod 23 Merch = 1 Aoril
29. OFCON to 2=35th Inf 21-23 April 69, ant OPCQN to 1-10th Cav 29-30 April
e

(e) On 12 April, onc Lift Scction from A/Lth Bn was OPCON to the Squadran.

(£) On 15 April, D/1-10 Cav (- ARP), A/2=35 Inf, D(=)/2-35 Inf, 1/A/5=16
Arty and two Lift Scctions A/Lth Awn Bn were OPOON to the Squadron, Dirzotion
of OPCON of D/1-10 Cav rnd the Lift Sections was one day. All other wiits
ware OPCOY! to tho Smuadron for six days.

(¢) On 21 anc 22 April, D/1-10 Cav (Rcinf), and four squad curicrs and
ono flare ship fron the Lth Avn Bn, were OPCON to the Squadron.

(r) on 24 Aprll, D/1-10 Cav was OPCON to the Squadron.

(1) During the veriod 2529 Anril, C/1-10 Cav ~ad D/2-1 Cav were OPCON
to the Squadron,

(L) Armor Defoatinz Munitions Toct. Due to the cnemy armar thrcat in uhe
Central Hishlancs, the Squadron hng the mission of employing orzanic oriad
holicoptors in an anti-tank rclce Because no Ymcdicte data was avail ble
doscribing the offectivencs: of the 2,75 rocot as an mti-tank dofoo.ing
syotam, tho Squadion inttintod, plhnned, aind cvnducted a firing test o” the
amemniticn, Tho indtial results of n serics of tects were included in the
ORLL, this hcadquarters, datod 10 February 1969, Tost rosultc indicatnd tho
10 and 17 pound HEAT warhoads with point detonotin: (D) fuzes were ciicectivo
armor dofoating smitions. The 17 pound HE warhoad was not affoctivo against
armored vehdclozc, A final report 4o attachod at inclosure 6.

(5) LOmm Orencde Proximity Fuse (V1) Tost. Tho Squadron was directod by
€0, 17th CA0 to plan an) conduct a scriocs of toots of the LOmm gronado with
VI fuze to wmlislate a one-to-one ratio of VI and PD for use in tho Contral
Hichlando, and to tost fire tho VT fuscs in the X128 subsysten mounted on the
AR-10. It wne dcterminod nfter firing approximatoly 1300 rounds of VI fuzod
LiOwm rounds in the XM28 oubsyotem that ti. yvound is 1008 campatible with the

BBNF}DENTIAI.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-0OC 13 May 1269
SUBJECT: Operatiunal Report of Hoadquarters, Tth Squadron, 17th Cavuuy fo
Period Ending 30 April 1969, BCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (V)

armament oysteme It wao recommended that a onesto=ono mix of 4Omm VI and FD
fuzes would provide meximm cffoctivencss in the Central Highlando. Tho test
results are attached at inclosure 7.

ce (V) Iraining,

(1) The AARTS Programt The Squadron mde maximm use of AANT3 alloca-
tionc avaiiable through 17th CAG. These achools proved to bo axtromely vale
uablo and highly beneficial to the Squadrants maintenance program. Broake
down of allocations is included in inclosure 8.

(2) Genaratar Training: On 2 and 5 March 1969, Mr. Elmore, DAC, USARV
Enginecr Section, presentod clasces to 26 selocted generatar oporators on the
1.5 kw, S kw and 10 lor genoratorr. The instruction covered preper opracidon
procedures and oporator main®..mncos A8 a rooult of the instrustions the
deadline rate of zencratars dropped from 35% to 9% within 20 days.

(3) Aviation Tminingt (Soe inclosure 8)
(L) Speceial Training:

(a) In Apr11, two individualn atfehdod the Projectionist Schoocl at Long
Binh, RVN.

(b) During the period, a total of 18 porsonnsl gradunted from the Lth
Infantry Division Pre-ltecondo School.

3 (¢) In April, two individuals completed the 4th Infantry Diviaion Sniper
Ursce

(d) In Auril, threc individuals attonded the Avionics Equipment Mochander
Course at Vung Tau, RWi,

b q . (C) Ioﬁist:‘.cﬂ 0
(1) Supplien:

(1) Class I-Rrtions for the Squadron wore drasm dnily fwom S8th Jl-3k
Control, aixi issucd to the individual troops by the Squadron S-i.

(v) Rg“lnss II-Supplios were requisitioned from the 08th Stock Control in
» °

(c) Clacs ITI-POL was handled in two parts, Package POL wag req-i~1+ioned
through 88th Stock Control on a normal requisition and hal ia “ha &.); snd
fcr 4ssuoc to the troops, Mogas and diesel were not harded Ywor cho e, All
JP-ly was roquisitionsd tolephonically as noeded by tic 5.4,

(d) MWNWMW tho Lth Infantry Division
meloors A L & B CONFIDENTIAL
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AVBACB=GC 13 May 1959
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 7th Squadren, 17th Cavalry icr
Perdod Ending 30 April 1969, BCS CSPORsS5 (R1) (U)

() Class V-Ammmition was requisitiood from the 88th Stock Controle
The ammunition was stored in the Central Ammmnition Storage Area (G} and
at tho Squadron re~armamont point, Ammmition wao z'pplied to tho itrucps
an roquest.

(£) Class VIIT-Modical material was requested through the Lth Infiztey
Division Medlonl Officere

(g) Roquisitions submitted during this perdods

Non=Expendable ~ 211
Requisitions completed - 31
Requigitions cancelled = 30
Turn=-Ins made = 99

(h) A reconciliation of all outstanding requisiticns with the L. Stock
Coutxrol was concdusted each month,

(1) Ropart of Surveys submitted to higher hesdquarters - 17
(3) Combat losses submitted to higher headquarters ~ 20
(2) Airoraft Maintenance (Sec Inclosure 9)

ge (U) Organisation, No change mince last ORLL.
he (U) Civic Action.

(1) General: During the quarter the CA team participated in two m-jicr
village consolidations, The villages of la Son (ARG17376) and Plcd. Fo. ..o
(ARG03366) ware assigned to Squadron and tho village of Flei Do (A7 717 )
was loote Effarts during the quartor were concentrated on oducatioi':’ /idulth
and rocreational facilitiecs for the peoples

(2) Oporation and Training Activitioss During the months of Fuki .oy
and March, the CA toams’'in Blue Sector moved the villages of Plel Feu; fiu'ix,
Plei Cham Bon, and Plel Cham Ngol to the vicinity of the village of i't.i luam
Pronge This oonsolidation was called Bluo #2, In the new village c* i 3w
(ARS17376) a dispensary was constructed, recrestional facilities wer. a".rich
camploted, and the villagers wore vaccinated for plague. Ropalr of th> .:chool
house in Plei Poo Ngo (ARB03366), construction of a house far the schuol toache
or, and a medoep shelter have been the majar projects in this village.

(3) logistioss Most of the building materials were donated by th-. Smade
ron.

(4) Civi) Affairs: The following is a list of projects camplot.: - “ring
quartext
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TR Bertod 30 Rpeik. 1963, DiS CaPoneS Gy () T S R
(a) Six villages moved to new lacations. )
(b) DT spraying. |
(¢) Plague vaccination.
[ (d) Dispensary comstruction.
(e) School house repair,
(f) Recreational facilities constructione
(g) Main villagzo gatos ropairod,
i, (U) Sigmal and Message Contor Operations,

(1) During tho quarter, the total messayes sent and yeccivai i . %ed
L% and total messazes couriered increased 3% ower tho previous g oo,
These slight incroases represent an average of ono mogssage per uim> . J:tadd
list of ctatistics is included in inclosure 10,

(2) Switchboard oporations indicated an average docrease of ' :....3 per
day. This decrease is largely attributed to tho installation of L :wir: Lne
ari dial system on 21 March 1969, The dial system will have a (y:w:: Lpach
on tho tactical switchboard operation when all mogramed ddrewil..: =\

:
:
;
E
E
g
vg
:
g
|
;

Jo (U) Modical Soction. (Statistics attachod st inclosu—c i

(1) Patdent visits at tho 7-17 Cavalry Squadron Add Stetion ...  »m
20,6% during the quartor as compared to the previous quarter. I:... . st

might be inwolvod in thds pationt load decrease were more troopr: ' . .com
base camp for greater periods with inditial medical treatment sup iv:1 7 -
othor facilitiss; genarnl good hanlth of the cosmand; and, seaso::. . ixtdon.

(a) Thers was 8 55,58 docrease in tho mmber of immmiratic:. . ° dure

ing the quarter, During the previous quarter a great offort lwd » .- '»lc to
delinquent shot records up to date and thus most of t:: s '«+» will
necd shots again wntil the next quarters Troops not statich:’ . Lup

-~

¢) Ths incidence of cases of mnlaria initially seen at this al! hatdion
five to #ix during the quattor, This chango wrs ne. .1 iistio=
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 7th Squadron, 17ir.
Pariod Encing 30 April 1969, BCS CSFORW6S (R1) (U)

ally oignificant, Wha%tesh.oi;nificant wos that thoinjod wnit st Camp Biard
(the Lth Infantry Division) continmued to have an incidenco of abou’; 100 cases/
1000 troops/year, widle the Squadron rate remained about 2 cascs/I000 t-oops/
yoars

(d) The incidence of hepatitis decreased from two cases during the prc-
vious quarter to none during this quarter. The change was not statistically
oignificant, Statistics for the quarter are attached as inclosure 12

(2) During the quartor this Squadron lost the serwices of seventeen of
its infantrymen in the Aero-Rifle Platoans for periods of throe weeks or
groater becouse of lowar limd injuries sustainod during heliccpter inseriionge
The majority (75.6%) of the injurics involved sevore fibular collateral liga-
mont strains, Other injwriss included one each of an avulsion fractures fyao=
ture of the oscalods, fracturo of the first mctatarsal, and a tibial collaterw
al ligament strain., Sixteen of those injurios required the use of a walking
cast for at least thnce weelis and the loss of the infantryman for at least four
wecks. Their loss was espocially damaging because there has been a critical
shortage of mcmbers with infantryman's MOS. The source of these injuries wos
traced to their insertion into poorly prepared LZ!s from UHelH helicopters
that were unablo to land and discharge thoir passengers. Frequertly the troeps
Juped from helioopters that were hovering at heights of tv €0 twelve feet.
The resulting injwry occurred if tho man did not lacd squarely on both feet
on level grounde Fram a sufficient height even a small hols or a small mound

of earth contributed tc¢ injury, espocially when the trocper is fully combate
loadcd,

. ':1

AT o

v

(3) The Squadron aid station continmued to support the Squadronts Civil
Affairs Team. A medic accampanied the Toam every day and the flight surgewa
Joined them at lecast twice weckly. Tho Squadron's areca of interest changed
from the Montagnard village of Pled Do to the Vietnamese villsge of La Son
and two near by Montagnard hamlets. A welleequippod dispensary was built at
La Son and waz ths oontor of the Tcam's activities, The Squadronfs goals were
aimod mrimerily at preventive medicine (Immmizations cre given by a MILPHAP
Tean), initial basic medical care, and referral to the apurcpriate medical or
dental facility when requirod.

ke (U) Accident Prevention.
(1) The accident rate (per 100,000 f£light howrs) wac 37.14 for this

quartere The accldent reto for the last quarter was 43.96. This shows a
decrease in acclident rate of 6%.

(2) Accident rate statistics for this quarter are as follows:

Month Total Mying Houre Nuber of Accidents Rate_
Feb 456 1l 18.32
Mar 5499 3 54456
Apr. S194 2 28,50

11
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SUBJECTs Operational Report of Headquartors, 7th Squadron, 17ih Cavalry for
Pordod Ending 30 April 1969, BCS CSFOR=65 (R1) (D)

Month Total Flying Hours Number of Accidents  Rate

(3) Accddont Sumary for Quarter by Months
(a) Fobruaryt One accident _

11 Fob 69, OH-GA, A/C #67-16305, Majors Pilot was hovering down wind
out of ground offcct and A/C started yawing to the right. Filot lowered col-
loctive, and the tailbnom struck a trec. Pillot orror was the ostablishod
causc factors The pilot was operating behind the powcr curve.

(b) Marchs 'I‘hroo accidonts

1. 10 Mar 69, OH~68, A/C #67-16003, Majors Pilot flew aireraft until
the Tuel was chausted, -:ruotated amd ovocutod an imsuccessful landing re-
culting in soverance o:i iho tail boom. Pilot orror was the established cause
factor,

2. 1 Mar 69, AH-10, A/C #67-15630, Majors Cyclic control was partially
frozen in aft poci“ion onl this rocultcr‘ 2 eriilcal loss of the pilotie
control of tho aircraft. 7Zilot mado an emorponcy landing in & river bed which
rosulted in a hard laniing and major dmage to the aircraft. Investigation
revealod matorial failure otthobenﬂnghoummd/orbmmghoud.nem
of the fore and m cyclic servo ascambly pending analys

é' asmésv.mm,wm-lsm,mm Adrcraft began to yaw to the
at a hover, and the pilot attempted a hovering autorotation wich re-
sulted in a hard landing and major damege to the aircraft, Pilot error wos
established as tho cause factor. Tho pilot was hovering down wind
with a wind velocity of knots with gusts to 21 kmots. A contributing
cauco factor was a density altitude of S0L2 foote

(c) April: Two accidento

1. 1 Apr 69, AB=1G, A/C #67-15620, MaJ Cyclic control was partially
koummaftpouﬁmmtlﬁamulhdin & oritical loos of the pilotis
control of the aircraft, The pilot made an emergency landing on the beach

& bidlding, the pulled pitch and then flared to avoid landing in the
Bao loo aamo &mp, The pilot wae unable to cushion the aircraft adoquately
CDNFEENIIAI.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, Tth Squadron, 17th Cavalry for
Perdod Ending 30 April 1969, BCS CSPOR=6S (R1) (U)

and this resulted in a hard landing and major damage to the aircraft. An es-
tablished cause factor was the fact that the pilot did not use the =10 pro-
cedure to compensate for loss of directional control. Material failure of
the engine is unknown pending analysis,

1. (0) Re ous Activities:

(1) The Chaplain conducted sarvices at Camp Enari, Phan Thict, Lane Aire
fiold, and Ban Mo Thuot.

(2) The following programs wore irdtiated:
(a) A Friday cvening prayer group.

(b) Sunday morning ccrvices wero changed from 1015 to 0715 so the Chaplain
would have morc time during the remainder of the day to conduct services in
the various staging areas in which the units were operating.

(3) The Choplain attendod the monthly 17th CAG Tradrdng Conforences at
ha Trang.

(4) The Chaplain mado avrangements at Lane Army Airfisld for Chaplain
coverage for Troop C.

(5) The prozr-n rtarted last quartcr of wriiing to parente cnd the churche
o8 of new porsonnel, after the Chaplain had met with each, hac proven to be
of great valuc, The Chaplain has received many letters of anprociation fram
parents and wives, Some local churches have also responded in a favorable
way. This activity is not only a nministry to “he sollicrs herce, but also to
his or wifo at home. The Chaplain discovered that thiu is a good mothe
od of public relations, and improves our image at home. ublic opinion can
bo greatly influenced vhen concern is exprossed toward one's family,

(6) Statistical information is attached ab inclosure 12,
(7) The Chaplaints philosophy of area covermge is attached at inclosure 13.

f:.xd (C) Section 2; Lessons learned:s Cammander!c Observations, Ewaluations
L ]

as (U) Persomel. Request for Article 27 Counoel.

(1) mum:m Court Martial cases, the accused exercises
hs right to request in tho senso of Artigle 27, a JAG Officer,

(2) EVALUATION: Supreme Court docisions have modified the warning given
an accused under Article 31. All accused/suspected personnel are now advised
of their right to an attarmey. If the acoused requosts Article 27 oounsel,
the request must be processed through the chain of command to the Genoral
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SUBJECTs Operational Report of Headquartcrs, Tth Scuadron, 17th Cavalry for
Poriod Ending 30 April 1969, BCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

Court Martial Comvening Authority. Normally a letter is used to forward the
requoste Expericnoe has proven that four to cight wecks elapse before a ro=
Ply 1s rocciveds From the trial counsell!s standpoint, delay of thic duration
can advergcly effcct the results of the casce Witnesses forget the exact
«<ircumstances in a case and samo of the witnesses are lost to DEROS, cmere
goncy lcave, infusion, and occasionally ceath, Units may proccas ra-ucste
for Article 27 counsel by TWX, TWX replics are uwsually obtained wilthin hours
and court actioa cn be expodited.

(3) RECOM i 7T0lNs That requests for Article 27 counsel be forwarded
by TWX.

(L) coth 'CTIOH: This process has been implomonted irlthin this Squad-
TroNe

be (C) Op xiilunse
(1) nNight Comirt Acsault,

(a) Dwring oper-tion . FENE LION, a successfu:l nisl:t insertion coordine
ated with tho mcvoent of prcnd troops was found to be hirnly offzctive,
Careful pregarntion and coorciiation warce necessnry te poriorm cuch an oLcrae
tions Thesc jweporatdonc included developdi’ a sirpic yet letallcd OPLUY, a
thorough OPORD briefing, a timed soqucace cf cvents, =rd an air mevement plan,

(b) Scveral lcocens and techniques ware lecrned in morbking of 72'g, 11lume
imntion of {Z!s and t-iget areas, and staping area proccdwrece o Gotail doge
eription of tic oncraticn ic attached ot inclosure 1L,

(2) Eff otive Try-loyment of the Alr Cevalyy S undront

(a) ORSCRVATIONs During this quartor, sewrazl successful opcrations wore
conductod by this Scuadrone The Squadron hobitually requirced ac a minimm two
Air Cavalry Troops and one ground cawlry troop to be offoctive.

(b) EVALUATION:

1, See Oporation IANIE GRAY (inclosure 3). During the period 27 March
through 3 April, Scundron opcration required amployment of two air cavalry
troops.

2. Soo Operation GREENE PURFIE (inclosure L). During tho perdod 15 April
through 20 April, Squadron oporations wero conducted using tvo air cavalry
troops, ono ground cavalry troop, and one infantry company. The opcration
was highly succoooful,

(¢) RECOMMENDATIONs That all organic olemants of the Scuadron be placed

under tho cammand of the Squadron, the Squadron habitually be amlcyod as an
intocral undt and undor no instances more than one air cavalry troop be de-
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, BCS CSFOReS5 (R1) (U)

tachod or placed under the operational control of anothor hocadquarters,

(d) COMMAND ACTION: A staff study dealing with the employment of this
Squadron 4s being prepared and will be distributed to intcrosted headquarters,

c. (U) « A otaff study on aviator training deficioncies is
being prepare be cubmitted at a later date. . -

de (U) Intelligence, None.
€e (c) Lof’ial tics.
(1) Utildzation of Sling Loads.

(a) OBSEHVATIONS The use of slings and netting for rosupply and movemcnt
of material has not becn a common practice of the Syuadrone

(b) EVALUATION: During Oporation GREENE PURPLE vicindty of Phu Nhon,
the S«l borrowed slirgs and cargo nots from olamonts of the hth Inf Div to uso
for rosupplying the Scundron Task Force. Onc of tho primary considerations
for using tho clings and nets wac the requiremcut to use hastily preparod and
emall 12!p in the vicinity of the ground clamontse This mothod of resupply,
as compared to loatirz the resupply chips intcrnally, reduced the rosupply
time by 79%s The owvcrall effoctiveness of tho task force wac groatly enhanced.
Headquarters Troop holicopters are used primarily far reswpply miscionse

(c) RECOMENDATION: That slings and carro ncts be used whoro practical
to gain valuable time during resupply to conservo flying hours on tho roswpply
holicopters and ratuce axposure of rosupply helicopters located in unlistod
laiding zones.

(d) COMMIND ACTION: The S-l has obtained olings and cargo nots on tom-
porery loan to insure the Squadron of an external load carrying capability.
Also, the pilots of the g Troop Aviation Platoon had rcoeivod additional
training in techniques of flying with external loads,

(2) Planming logistical Support for Squadran (=) Operstions,

(a) OBSERVATIONs In the initial phaso of operations in a now AO, the
Squadron always has enough foresight to estadblish a refuel-rearm point for
the Squadron's anticipated requirements. Experience has shown, without ox-
osption, other eloments using the cams staging area have never used tho ine
itistive to plan ahead for resupply of Class IIX A and V; therefore, thoy
depend wpon the Squrdronts refucl-rearm points for assistance. Whithin a
chart span of timo this assistanco becomes a burden on the Squadron and does
mterially dograde Squedron oporations.

(b) BVALUATION: Tho abovo obsorvation is best cxemplifiod in consider-
ing Operation GREEN QUERN, at Ban Blech. The Squadron was OPCOM to the

2
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Bde, 4th Inf Div and moved to Ban Blech to dovelop<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>