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CONFIDENTIAL

Db'-'A,•i"EiT 0i.' T' I• ,Riff
HA1UAi•T&,L, 17TH COh13AT AVIATION GR1OUP

APO San Francisco 96240

AVBACB-bC 8 May 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Aee -ort of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation
Group for Period 1nding 30 April 1969, .LCS CSFOft-65 (i1) (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.

a. (U) General. This report covers the period 1 February 1969
through 30 April 1969, and is submitted in accordance with AR 525-15
and USARV iegulation 525-15. The report includes Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 17th Combat Aviation Group; 201st Aviatiqn
Company (Corps); 25th Medical Detachment (OA); and the 58th Aviation
Detachment (Support).

b. (C) Personnel.

(1) Infusion: The Grour has continued an infusion program
directed towards the reduction of rotational humps between like units
within a battalion/squadron and between battalions. Personnel of
the 238th rviation Company ( 4;scort), which arrived in larch, were
infused to the maximum extent within the 268th Combat Aviation

'Battklion during April. Additional infusion within the 17th Cambat
Aviation Group is planned for M'ay.

(2) Replacenents:

(a) In general, replacements durinb the last quarter have
increased and have been arrivinc steadily before the rotation of
the individual they were to replace. This has allowed a proper
overlap period. i total of 430 replace;ents were received during
the month of February. The Group reccived 638 during? ýarch and
928 during April. This has built the strength of the Group up-
warid so that as of 30 April 1969, there were 1513 assigned aviation
personnel of an authorized (TOO) 1582 and an established manning
level of 1425. Znlisted strengths wore raised to an assigned
strength of 6303 of an authorized 6372. The Group is 981p filled.

,' .• a6 O6 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

I 1c;o6ue CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
Inclosure DOD DIR 5200.10
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AVBACB-SC 8 may 1969
SUBJ2CT: Operational Leport of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation

Group for Feriod 1ndLig 30 av.ril 1969, RUS CSFOR-65 (U1) (U)

(b) *, large number of UH-1 qualifiud warrant officer aviators
arrived during the mouth of A•pril. -This" has brought thu •arraht officer
mannin.: level to over fifty in each assault holicopter company and
caused each battalion to be overstrcngth in aviator warrant officers.

(3) Ch-ngcs of Command: The following changes of command were
made during this reporting period:

(a) On 13 February 1969, Colonel Nelson A. Nahonc, Jr.,
03C003, assumed command of the 17th Combat Aviation Group, vice
Colonel John a. Todd, 060511.

(b) On 6 INrch 1969, Lieuton-int Colonel cobo-rt Cooper,
076988, assum.ed cormanid of the 223rd Combat 'upport Aviation
Battalion, vice Lieutenant Colonel ' illiam ". Bayer, OF 105611.

(c) On 15 *Larch 1969, Lieutenant Colonel Garry H. Farmer,
087738, assuned command of th- 268th Combat ,.viat-ion -•attaliovr,
vice Lieutenant Colonel Orlando Z. Gonzalas, 079304.

Wd) On 15 iarch 1969, Lioutenant -oloncl Calvin h. Bean,
084900, assumAd conmmnd of the 7 Squadron, 17th .Air Cavalry, vice
Lieutenant Colonel Robert 4. l1euter, 070225.

(e) On 26 ,•pril 1969, Major Acnald I. Eolasek, 04061084,
assumed conmmand of the 201st Aviataon Company (Corps), vice Najor
Aay -. Young, 02779124.

(4) The following changes were imade within the Group Staff:

(a) On 19 February 1969, Lioutonant Colonel Ullrich
Hormann, 069679, became the Group Executive Officer, vice Lieutenant
Colonel Charles 4. Stanley, 02010706.

(b) On 20 February 1969, Captain marc L. Tumas, OF 108014,
became the Group ,•djut.-ut, vicQ ULT Hoseph C. LcFlor'2, 05346276.

(c) On 21 iZebruary 1969, Captain Robert i.L. Tiiirmeznan,
05331964, became an -,ssistant $3..

(d) On 28 February 1969, 1LT ,oy C. iKohr, 05334011, became
an .Assistant Z3.

(o) On 9 iiarch 1969, C.3 Kaltor V. Collins, " 3 150 899,
became the Group fcrsonnol Officur, vice lLT Dou,,las G. Grapes,
05260177.
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SUBXECT: Operational i4eport of I-Iadquar'tors., 17th Combat W iati196

Gopfor Period Znding 30 4,pri1 1969, kRCS1 AFA5(a U

(f) On 12 1!arch 1969, Najor I,.i--h 1.' Ogdeni, 075737, be.came
the Group bs1, vice Hajor i~ob,;rt i-f. P'ui-ncy, 08~8690.

Wg On 15 i'arch 1969, Li~ute;;-rwnt Colonul j,~obert 1'. aeuter.,
070225, b-'ceasa the Deputy 1viation Ofiicur, LiiV., vice Lieutonant
Colonel Stephen F. Cxme-ron*, 06ý2328.

(h) On 19 March 196), Captain Leroy Bf oad, 05321628,,
became 'he ~.ssistant 1.2.

(i) On 23 M~arch 1969, Captain Philip j,. Dcsimone.;, 05271622,
became cornanding officer of the- 25th Madical iDetachm;:ýnt, vice
Captain Frod G. !:argoli71, 05542726.

(j) On 8 April 1969, Cartoai Josieph 1-1. r.&r,05425494.,
became Alssistant Safety Ofijiccr, vice Captain Frank IHA 4Andecrson, TII,
05324~e332..

Wk On 18 iri11969, C',pýtain ri~ichard . ~nili,05331970,
bjecara i.ssistant 53, vice. Captain Clifford 11. Goor-e 0541100.

(5) -1statement of authorizad and assigneid strength as of the
last dayv of the. quarter is attached as Inclosure 1.

c. (C) Intollige.nce.

(1) Goneral. During the- first we,-c of F,.bruir1) 1969, oiwmy
initiated a-ctivit'-.. continued at a low e)bb throu~ghout thlo II Corps
Tactical Zoau. The %verago numbe~r of da-:Lly corps-wide incidcnts
was 12 with most of these attributeDd to isolatcd cases of snipor
fire, mining incidents and boob-,, traps. The te-mj.-o rickod-up during
thu second week of Fubruar., with theý avora,-,. numbor of incide.ýnts
increasing to 21. Thce 17th ,.viation Group andI subordinate units
had beon activoly aengage7.d in preparing; for the pr.Adictod -VT
offe.nsivQ sincG early Decera'bur 68. Practice, alerts were conductod,
perimete.r barriers strongthe;ned, aftc.r ziction ralorts 01 TVT 68*were reviewed -nd raora strin -ent Qonitrols ~ sdon incU~genous
personnel. During the third wook of F.ebruary, which was th,; wuý,ck-
of 12T, very little. chan,,e, was noted in e)nemy activity --nd tacxtics
from tho pracceding wee:k. Duri.ng, theý Qarly morning hours of 23
February an apparent ccordinatcd wav,.; of rockct nad mortrar attacks
was launched througqhout the corps area. Theý 17th A.viatioii Group
sustained light to modorate aircraft doxomage and ve;ry% light casualties
at the; following installations: Donj Da Thin, Fl-iku, Kontuim, and
Qui 111-ton. The.seý attacks usherod in the post T .T offensive- of 69.
Thr;ýghcut the rýýmai-ndar of Fcebruary -.,-d during thze first three weeks
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'VT3CB-SC 8 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headqurters, 17th Combat Avi-Ition

Group for Period Ending 30 ,.pril 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (iUH) (U)

in March. Thj standoff attacks continued, though slowly diminishing
in number as time progressed. Very few follow-up ground attacks
wore associated with the shullings. None2 w-jre reported by subor-
dinate unit installations. From late Larch until 30 :,ril the enemy
activity slowly declined to a level that existed just prior to UT
69.

(2) Aeorial Surveillance and Reconnaissanco. l'ith the decrease
in cnemy activity during early February, more reliance was placed
on the reconnaissance and surveilErnce program to determine enemy
locations and their possible courses of action. Intelligernce ex-
tracted from captured documents on 19 April indicated that an NVA
forcc estimated at throe regiments were infiltrating into the II
Corps area from Cambodia on throe separate axis with Phu Yen and
Ithanh Hoa Provinces as objectives. Since that time the mddmum
number of reconnaissance and surveillance aircrait have been tasked
to concentrate on those three corridors. .,s of 30 ;,pril, no
significant sightings had been noted.

(3) Uir Activity. While flying in support of II Corps during
the last quarter the 17th 'viition Group reported 243 aircra:t hit
by hostile fire (Fcbruary 89, March 100 and April 54). This
averages 81 aircraft per month as compred with 65 per month for
the previous quarter. This increasu is attributed to the post UT
offensive beginning in late February and continuing through late
March.

(4) Physical Security. Twenty three standoff rocket and mortar
attacks were launched at the 17th Aviation Group installations this
quarter; Ban H4e Thuot 6, Pleiku 5, Kontum 4, Nba Trang 2, LZ English
2, Honsol 1, Qui Nhon 1, Phan Thizt 1, and Dong Ba Thin 1. This
compares with 24 attacks for the previous quarte;r. One sapper was
attempted on 23 Fob at the (Qui Nhon airfield. No damage was incurred.
Damage and casualties for the entire quarter were considered to be
rclatively light.

(5) Security Clearances. i'orty six security clearances were

processed through the $2 office during this quarter.

d. (U) Operations.

(1) The 238th ,,viation Company (Escort) arrived in-country
on 20 March 1969 and was positioned at Ain Kha xrmy Airfield as part
of the 268th CAB. They became fully operationally ready on20
4,rril 1969.

(2) C Troop 7/17th Cavalry Squadron was relocated from Hensel
:'rMy ,Lirfield to An Son on 23 April 1969. C Troop was released

- D4
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SUBJECT: Oporation.-l Repoet of h}oadquart.rs, 17th Combat ;,viation

Group for Period I'nding 30 .,pril 1969, hCS CSFOR-65 (Al) (U)

from operational control of tho 4th Infantry Division and placod
under operational control of thu 173rd lirborne Brigade on 15 A.pril
1969. It will provide aviation support for opora.tion '.ashington
Green, the pacification program in Binh Dinh rrovince.

(3) There W.s boon no change in thu mission of the 17th CiG.

(4) Operational results are attachod as Inclosure 2.

e. (U) Training.

(1) ROKF-V Aviator Transition Training. Transition training
for ROK A`3viators was initiatcd by tlhis headquarters on 7 i.pril
1969. Phase I and II of the program consists of 14 hours of formal
ground instructien and a minimum of 25 hours of transition flight
instruction. 'Tho first 30 day ptriod is devoted to transition
training by the 17th CAG Standardization section. A subsequent
60 day period Phase III, will bo duvotod to oporational flying with
an assault helicopter company. The first class of 4 aviators
successfully completod the transition training, Phase I and II,
on 30 April 1969. The flight time average was 32 hours per aviator.
1. total of 24 ROKF-V aviators will receive transition and opera-
tional training during the next six months. There have been no
significant difficulties encountered'during this training program.

(2) Replacement Trainiuig. iA comprehensive ruplacemcnt train-
ing program went into full swing the past quarter. 6 total of
418 individuals received training to unablo tho em to smoothly
transition into their new environment and to enhance combat efficiency
prior to participation in comibat support oper.tions.

(3) Headquarters company engaged in twelve (12) days training.
Subjects covered: Command inform.-ation, psychological warfare, civil
affairs, weapons fi•ing, character guidance, military justice,
intelligence training, conmunications security, code of conduct,
survival, oscape, and evasion, safeguarding dofunsc information,
CBR, riot control, sentrn duty and physical sucurity.

(4) The 201st 4Aviation Company transitioned a total of throe

(3) U-21A pilots during the reporting period.

f. (U) Lorgistics.

(1) Equipment Status ieports: The Equipment Status Reports,
AR 711-5 submitted in March ware found to contain mniy errors.
Efforts to correct thom have revealed many units are without ex-
perienced and knowledgeable supply personnel. .. 711-5 Equipment

5
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 17th Combat Wviation

Group for Period Ending 30 April 1969, hCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

Status Report Assistance Team h-%s boon formed to train these per-
sonnel.

(2) Engin.;cr Support: Engineer projects have not progressed
as cxpectcd in this quarter. Channging priorities have resulted in
the deferment of many needed projects. Eflorts arc continuing to
achicve a higher priority on critical projects.

(3) Mess Hall P..efrigoration: Shortagc of mess hall refrigera-
tion equipment has continued to reduce the efficient operation of
unit mosses in some units. The low priority of Combat Support Units
has prevented an improvement in this area. Efforts are being made
to correct this problem.

(4) New Turbine Engine Oil, 11IL-L-23699: During this quarter
a new turbine engine oil, MIL-L-23699, was authorized to replace
the standard MIL-L-7808 on certain aircraft. The change caused in-
cidents of lower power to occur in the older engines. This problem
has boon cured by an aggressive cleaning program and conversion to
the new oil is now being made only as new engines are installed.

(5) Aircraft status appears as Inclosure 3.

g. (U) Organization: Organizational Chart appears as In-
closure 4. Station listing appears as Inclosure 5.

h. (U) Chaplain.

(1) The 17th CAG Protestant Chaplain Fund designated 3 offerings
during this quarter for the Vietnamese Evangelical Bible Institute
in Nha Trang. ,, total of $99.55 was contributed.

(2) The Group Chaplain delivered 11 boxes of medicine during
this quarter to the Evanglical Clinic in Nha Trang. This medicine
is sent from the St. John's Lutheran Church in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.

(3) The nightly devotional classes continues with a total of
89 sessions and total attendance of 356 men.

(4) The Group Chaplain wont on 29 roundtrip flights on his
visits to Battalions and Companies located at Ninh Hoa, Qui Nhon,
Phu Hiep, An Son, Dong Ba Thin, Camp Holloway, Camp Enari and
Kontuzia during this period.

(5) The Group Chaplains Conferences continue. A total of
3 conferences were held vith all 6 chaplains attending each con-
foroncc.

6



UMBCB-SC 8 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HeaLdquarters, 17th Combat Aviation

Group for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65, (Ri) (U)

(6) On the 8th of February, the Army Chief of Chaplains visited
Nha Trang and all 6 chaplains of this Group attended the briefing
and reception.

(7) The Group Headqiurters Chapel has boon improved during this
quarter. A new coiling was put in and all the walls painted. The
offices also had now ceilings put in and all the walls repainted.

(8) The Group Chaplain continues the Sunday evening General
Protestant Services. During this period, 13 evening services Moro
held with a total attendance of 355 men.

i. (U) .viation Safety.

(1) The accident rate for the 17th C•LG has continued to rise
during this quarter. This is partially due to the influx of in-
experienced pursonnol arriving in aVN during the months of October
and Novembcr 1968. The cumulative accident rate per 100,000 flying
hours has increased from 16.2 to 21.0.

(2) The accident experience for this quarter is as follows:

UNIT ACCIDENTS CUMUL`TIVE RI.TE FY

a. HHC, 17th CA•G 2 95.6

b. 201st CAC 2 21.6

c. 10th CAB 13 26.2

d. 52nd CAB 8 21.2

e. 268th CAB 8 17.4

f. 223rd CSUE 4 9.6

g. 7/17th JCS 6 33.0

TOTIL 43 21.0

2. Section 2. Lesson Learned: Conmanders Observations. Evalua-
tions, and Rccornorndations.

a. (U) Personnel. None

b. (U) Operations.

7
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SUBJECT: Operational Rcoport of Hocadquartors, 17th Combat Aviation

Group for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(1) Allocation of aviation support direct to ARVN Divisions.

(a) Observation: In the past the Ai,.VN Forces in the II
Corps Tactical Zone have not been provided sufficient aviation
assets to participate regularly in airmobile combat operations and
therefore have not been able to accumulate experience necessary
to conduct successful operations.

(b) Evaluation: After careful consideration it was deter-
mined by higher headquarters that allocation of aircraft direct to
the ARVN Forces would provide necessary experience and that
training by 17th CAG personnel would enable them to plan and conduct
more extensive airmobile operations. The experience gained by
comianders and staff as a result of this direct allocation will
promote efficient utilization of aviation resources. This pro-
cedural change will encourage greater participation by the ARVN
in airmobile operations.

(c) Recommendations: That aviation resources continue to
be allocated directly to ARVN divisions so that their participation
and combat effectiveness in airmobile operat-ons increases.

(2) Indoctrination of Conmmanders in Aircraft Operations
Procedures.

(a) Observation: In the past there has been evidence of
lack of understanding by.' tactical cormmanders during airmobile
operations as pertains to responsibility and authority for air-
craft operations.

(b) .Evaluation: USARV recently published a regulation
on Indoctrination of Commanders and Army Aviators in Aircraft
Operating PrQcedures. The provirions of this regulation were
implemented and amplified to reduce conflicting areas of res-
ponsibility which were peculiar to the operational requirements
of this headquarters. Mobile training teams were organized at
Battalion level for the purpose of conducting orientations.
Aviation Liaison officers have been placed with the AWcVN Divisions
and the Special Tactical Zone to insure proper coordination is
effected and to initiate a comprehensive indoctrination program
for commanders and staff personnel.

(c) iRecommendations: That the Mobile Training Teams
continue to conduct orientation until such time as a complete
evaluation of this program can be completed. Liaison officers
should remain with all major units to promote proper utilization
of aviation resources.

8
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AVBACB-SC 8 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquartcrs, 17th Combat Aviation

Group for Period Lnding 30 April 1969, liCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U)

(3) Unsatisfactory Mission Ro 1:orts.

(a) Observation: Studies by this headquarters indicated
a need for increased emphasis on the submission of Unsatisfactory
Mission Reports.

(b) Evaluation: Unsatisfactory 1.ission heports need to
be submitted on those missions which are of questionable validity
or are poorly planned and organized by the ground commander.
The elimination of coordination problems and poor aircraft utili-
zation depends upon the timely submission of these reports. Command
relatioaships improve significantly when misunderstandings can
be eliminated rather then being allowed to accumulate and breed
ill feelings.

(c) hocommondations: That continued emphasis be placed
on the submission of Unsatisfactory Mission Reports. This
headquarters has been able to ;garner a significant amount of In-
formation from Unsatisfactory Mission Reports and has been able
to make recommendations to improve the quality of support to
ground elemants.

(4) Aviation Support for Tactical and Resupply Emergencies.

(a) Observation: ConmTtment of helicopters in support
of TAC-E and ER missions occasionally created a situation whereby
aviation units wore unable to adequately support their daily
conraitments.

(b) Evaluation: TAC-E / ER support during the hours of
darkness often involves the stand-down of crow and aircraft for
rest and maintenance. This stand-down in turn often creates an
over-commitment of avia.tion elements or a draw-down of aviation
support from other supported elements. After extensive research,
it was deemed necessary to establish some type of control to
prohibit the misallocation and misuse of aviation resources.

(c) Recommendntion: That a program be established to
monitor the validitý and effectiveness of TAC-E / ER missions.
In view of this recommendnition a comprehensive reporting system
was developed to enable this he .15,Fit!rs ,o eirAluate TYC-,E,/" -
•.i missions and to take'&ppropriate c Mahid action dhere necessary
to insure proper utiliza .LLon of a.,riation resources. A sample report
format is attached as Inclosure 6.

(5) (U) Phu Hiep Study

9
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SUBJECT: Operational R1eport of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation

Group for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (M)

(a) Observation: (C) An extensive study was conducted
to determine the feasibility of closing Phu Hiop Army Airfield
with the simultaneous move of elements of the 17th CAG to other
locations in II Corps.

(b) Evaluation: (C) If the anticipated move is effected,
it would require the relocation of five aviation units and a
battalion headquarters. The 17th CAG will lose flexibility in con-
ducting airmobile operations in the Phu Hiep-Tuy Hoa area. Air-
craft availability will decrease significantly during relocation.
TAC-E / M support. ,iill not. be.adtequately. responasive during or
subsequent to a more. The logistical savings realized by closing
Phu Hiep are not sufficient to justify or offset the loss of
operational flexib$lity, the cost of facilities elsewhere, and the
disruption of aviation supfort.

(c) Rencormmendation: (C) That Phu Hiep Army Airfield
remain open and that aviation elements prosently situated at Phu
Hiep remain there to provide the best possible aviation support
to Phu Yun and Phu Ben Provinces. The comprahensive study con-
ductod by this headquarters, in coordination with the aviation
officer, IFFV, provided conclusive ovidenoc that the closing of
Phu Hiep would cause deterioration of aviation support in east
central II Corps and would significantly hinder support of the
counterinsurgency effort in that area.

c. (U) Training. None

d. (U) Intelligence. None

e. (U) Logistics.

(1) Engineer Support:

(a) Observation: Engineer construction on MACV approved
projects has been unpredictable. Changes in priority and starting
dates and changes of projects among ongiaeer unitL by local
engineers have made completion dates uncertain. These uncertain
completion dates interrupt other needed improvements while units
do without required maintenance and security facilities awaiting
project completion.

(b) Evaluation: Even after MCV approves, funds, and
sends a construction directive to the engineers for construction
of a project, completion of the project is unnecessarily slow and
uncertain. The projects are subject to local priorities and unit
moves that can and are changed frequently. This system has left

10
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SUBJMET: Operational Report of Headquarters, 17th Combat Avintion

Group for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R)) (U)

many projects either unstarted or partially completed. Units,
through desperation, have often been forced to jury rig the projects
on a self-help basis because of safety regulations or lack of
equipment. In these cases the units must wait on the engineer
priority system. One example of this system is the hangar for a
CH-47 Company (Plciku) for which the Engineor Construction
Directive is dated 21 Jan 66. The footings have been completed for
one year, but no other construction has begun. This unit has per-
formed field type maintenance for over three years without shelter
and will soon su'ffr inoth,:r monsoý.n season. in - -:•cond ,xnmplec
unit BOQ's on the same work directive as the CH-47 Hangar havo
boen started. Now, a work delay on this project is caused by a
lack of material. This project could have bcen completed had the
engineers ordered all required lumber when the project was approved
instead of waiting until the priority had bcn established. A
third example is the security lighting system at Nontum, an approved
project since 26 MIy 1968. The power gencrators were not ordLrcd
until the project was started in March 1969. This equipment now
is on Red Ball requisition from CONUS with an anticipated waiting
period of 3 extra months.

(c) Recommendations: That expeated completion dates be
given to requesting units by the supporting engineer units on
projects which have been approved and funded by nCV. This could
possibly be done by establishing priorities at KCV for all
projects as they are approved, or by projects being contracted to
civilian contractors giving fixed completion goals, or lastly,
when necessity dictates, by self-help programs assisted with
engineer advice and equipment.

(2) Inaccurate AlH 711-5 iReports.

(a) Observation: Units maintaining property books in
accordance with AR 735-35 frequently submit inaccurate AR 711-5
reports due to a shortage of knowledgeable Supply Officers and
NCO' s.

(b) Evaluation: Errors most frequently encountered on
AR 711-5 reports arc caused by lack of experienced personnel.
Some units reported equipment on temporary loan. Other units
roported unauthorized substitute items and failed to report
authorized reportable or substitute items. Many errors wore found
in the listing of total assemblies, kits and major components
identified in DA Circular 725-11. In an attoieltt to overcome this
problem the 17th Combat Aviation Group established an Equipment
Status Report Assistant Toam. This team has visited each battalion

11
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation

Group for Period Ending 30 april 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

within the Group providing instructions and assistance in the
correct proccdures necessary for this report. ALlthough much was
accomplished, it was found that the shortage of experienced supply
personnel and the continued replacement of the personnel that
hive been trained will cause those problems to continue.

(c) hecomendations: That each Group Headquartors.
consider initiating an Equipment Status Assistance Team to provide
ruady guidance to units as long as the present shortage of know-
ledgcable supply personnel exists.

(3) Now Turbine Engine Oil MIL-L-23699.

(a) Observations: Oil leaks result when turbine engine
oil IlL.-L-23699 is used to replace turbine engine oil HIaL-L-7808
in aircraft ongine-s and gear boxes.

(b) Evaluation: Turbine engine oil 1EIL-L-23699 has been
approved for use in U.-.l aircraft ungines'and gear boxes as a
replacement oil for HIL-L-7808. However, conversion to MAIL-L-23699
oil causes leaking seals and high oil consumption often resulting
in low power output in the older components. Those problems do
not exist when MIL-L-23699 is used from \he outset in new or newly
overhauled components. One assault helicopter company complted
the conversion from MIL-L-7808 to ML-L-23699 and almost inmediately
began to experience oil leaks from transmission input quill seals.
Seventy-four (74) input quills and/or seals were replaced in a
one month period. it approximately thirty-five (35) flying hours
after conversion, the engines developed excessive low power pro-
blems caused by dirty engine compressor blades. Cleaning the
engines with walnut shells only caused an additional loss of
power. The upper half of an engine compressor section case was
removed and an enamel like substance made up of IIL-L-23699 and
walnut shell deposits was found throughout the compressor section.
The excessive build-up of these deposits was the result of a
lack of cleaning during the period the input quills were leaking
oil into the engine. The walnut shell cleaner has only glazed
the deposits. The compressor section was cleaned by soaking in
solvent for a four hour period and then scrubbing with a brush.
This removed the deposits and solved the low power problem.

(c) Recommendations: Conversion from IML-L-23699 should
be accomplishcd only in new or newly overhauled aircraft components
to help prevent leaking seals, high oil consumption, and related
problems caused by the oil leaks in components previously using
MIL-L-7808. In addition, n aggressive engine cleaning program is
mandatory whenever leaking transmission input quills are experienced.
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AV&'CB-SC 8 May 1969
SUBJECT: Oporatioral areort of Hoadquartors, 17th Combat Aviation

Group for Puriod Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

(4) Food Servtce.

(a) Obseivation: Unit mess halls within the 17th Combat
Aviation Group are experiencing difficulties in storing subsistence
items that require refrigeration.

(b) Evaluation: T..ýo units have experienced undue spoil-
age of subsistence supplies due to lack of proper refrigeration
equipment. The problem has been traced to low priorities afforded
units of the 17th Combat Aviation Group for initial issue of re-
frigeration units and inadequate procedures for replacement of
inoperable refrigerators. One unit that has been in-country over
one year is still number 46 on the priority list for initial issue.
Another unit at LZ English was told the parts were not on hand for
repairs. Then, the replacement, which the unit requisitioned on
9017, was cancelled 80 days after being accepted because it was
comnand controlled.

(c) Recommendations: (1) That units within the 17th
Combat Aviation Group be given a higher priority for initial issue
of refrigeration units.

(2) That definite published procedures be established for
obtaining refrigeration equipment.

f. (U) Organization: None

g. (U) Surgeon:

(1) Flight Surgeons and Aircraft Accident Investigation.

(a) Observation: Flight surgeons were not entering
accident investigations early enough.

(b) Evaluation: Many aircraft accidents are investigated
by a single investigating officer and the flight surgeon. It was
noted that only the investigating officer was placed on orders
for the investigation. In many cases, the flight surgeon was asked
for his input days and, in a few cases, one to two weeks later.
Crewmen, witnesses, equipment and the aircraft were often not
available to the surgeon after such delays. This resulted in
poor inputs into the accident reports from the flight surgeons.
The 17th CAG has directed that convening authorities place the
flight surgeon and the investigating officer on the same Accident
investigation order.

13



AVBACB-SC 8 may 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation

Group for Period'Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

(c) Recommendations: That all groups establish the re-
quirement that a flight surgeon be placed on accident investigation
orders for.accidents investigated by a single investigating officer.

h. (U) Aviation Safety.

(1) Accident Rate:

(a) Observation: The accident rate has continued to rise
during this quarter.

(b) Evaluation: This is partially due to the influx of
inexperienced personnel arriving in RVN during the months of
October and November 1968. These replacements are the bulk of
the unit operational personnel at the present time and the average
experience level is approximately 500 hours. At this limited
experience level, the aviator ibecomes over-confident, complacent,
and contemptuous of the aircraft. This is evidenced in that
approximately seventy percent of the accidents are a direct result
of pilot error, and pilot error is usually a contributing factor
in the other thirty percent.

(c) Recommendations: That a comprehensive and con-
tinuing education program, be conducted at unit level for the
applicable aircraft and the environmental factors of the particular
area of assignment.

(2) Hover check, UH-1B/C and AH-1G.

(a) Observation: The criteria used for hover check for
the UH-lB/C and AH-1G helicopters has proven unacceptable.

(b) Evaluation: In many instances the bleed-off tech-
nique used for hover check is not sufficient for take-off power
or to maintain forward flight in the UH-lB/C and AH-1G helicopters.
Also, it encourages the aviator to attempt take-off if the heli-
copter will hover under any condition. If take-off is accomplish-
ed using this bleed-off technique for hover check, sufficient
lift is not produced by the rotor system during autorotation to
compensate for the additional weight.

(c) Recommendation: That the hover criteria for the UH-IB/C
and AH-lG helicopters be auraended to allow no !PM bleed-off for
the hover check. This headquarters has established the following
criteria for normal take-off.

1 Hover at one foot above the ground.
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SUBJECT: Opjrational Report of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation

Group for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

2 Stabilize engine flPI at 6600.

3 Return to ground for take-off.

NOTE: If take-off cannot be accomplished using this criteria, the
helicopter will be off loaded to include the gunner and/or fuel
and amjiunition until the helicopter will hover with a stabilized
engine RT-1M of 6600.

3. Section 3, Headquarters, Department of the ArMV Eurvey Information.

Army Combat Readiness Training (CRT) Proficiency Flying Program
Study (RCS ATOPS-(0T)-lO7). The cited study was staffed by this
headquarters and forwarded through channels on 30 March 1969. The
purpose of the study was to determine the best course of action
to fulfill current and projected requirements for aviation pro-
ficiency flying in the Army. The following were the primary
points of discussion:

(1) Alternatives for accomplishment of proficiency flyi.Ig were:

Alt 1: A program similar to the current proficiency
flying progrLam as outlined in AH 95--32.

Alt 2: A program of flying escusal when in an assignment
outside of aviation operational units, with refresher flight
training as necessary prior to returning to operational flying.

Alt 3: A proficiency flying program which would be a
combination of 1 and 2 above. Periodic, but less frequent, flying
throughout a non-aviation assignment, and refresher flying train-
ing as necessary prior to returning to operational flying.

(2) This headquarters comments favored alterntive 3.
l1inimums established by AR 95-32, in terms of hours reo uired,
arc adecuate to maintain the basic aeronautical skills provided
the aviator conscientiously applies the time to the fundamentals
of basic tactical flight. Ideally an aviator removed from the
aviation environment for any length of time should be retrained
and updated in the latest aviation techniques and procedures.
Duration of such training is dependent on time spent outside
an aviation assig-.ment and the experience of the aviator involved.

(3) Questionnaires pertaining to this study were circulated
throughout this headquarters and subordinate clements. The results
were not compiled or analyzed at this level.
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kVBACB-ISC 8 m"ay l1'969
SUBJý,CT: Opcrationail Raport of Kcadquarters, 17th Combat Avi'.tion

Group for-Period Ending 30 ft4ril 1969, Li~CS CSFOR-.65 (HU.) (M

(4) Essantial I31omonts of Analysis were presentcd and appropri-
ate comnonts woro solicited from subordinatea elements. Comments
wore prcparc,-.d by this h,-adqwarters on all Mý arid forwarded for
evaluation.

6 Incl NELSJON A. WMAHOf JR. C
*COL, FA

Inci 5 and 6 wd, Hq, DA Conunnding

DTSTAIBUTION:
2 G~~UiL AC, T: GPOP-DT, IFO 96558
3 CG., USARV,, !ATW: '-.VHGC-DST., APO 96375
2 CG, 1st iAvn Bdo., %Mi AVBh,-MH, jSO 96384
4 CQ-", I FFOIZCEV, ATITN: i-Vk-GC-OT., APO 96350

CF:
00, 10th ChB,-
CO, 52d CLB
r00, 223rd C&'LB
Coo 268th CAB
CO, 7/17th ICM
CO, 201st ;,vn Co
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L17A404 M  (S &y 69) s1.
3031!. par t iea lepmtS of jeo~~w~twof 17ah 006t Aviatiu GQiup

fw PorwO Wtu~ 30 Arti 1969,9 ROB CUM-S65 (Ri) (U)

DL, H~ead4V~tWt~ I Field ygre Vista.., APO 96350 a j UN6

To$ Coma~Bd4lk ofteuit Jet jv:L~tjox Brigade ANO 96384

This bmadq1Iarter hs 11e vosiuto sub3Scto report &n& OO1S

>'RED R'I'CK E. HOLLAND
ILT AGO
ASsT AB

copy f~as
2-b0C, t P
114Q0, 17th GAS
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AVR1,C-O (8 May 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation

Group for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOP-65 (RI) (U)

DAs HEADJJARTERSs 1ST AVIATON BRIGADE., APO 96384 -17 JUN -

THRU: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATMN: AVUCG-DST,
APO 96375
Commande r-in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-OT,
APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Developnent, Department of
the Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it adequate
and concurs with the contents, except as noted below.

2. The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

a. Paragraph 2e(1)(c), page 10. Non-concur. The referenced work
order is for base construction which has a low priority. The priorities
established by COMUaiACV are for combat support, MACV detachment upgrade,
LOC construction and base construction. Priorities for construction in
II Corps for both MCA construction and operational support is determined
by the Commanding General, IFFV. It is doubtful that aIK will be used
in this area within the foreseeable future; therefore, the bulk of construc-
tion in the central highlands must be accomplished by one engineer group.

b. Paragraph 2e(3), page 12. A USAIW letter, Subject: Use of
iiIL-L-23699 and MIL-L-78CS Oils in Army Turbine Powered Aircraft, dated
3 1-lay 1969 outlines the proper use of oil and changeover procedures. The
complaint of leakage problems upon changeover to IvIL-L-23699 in components
which have been using ML-L-7808 for some time is a general reported fault
and appears to be valid. When problems are encountered the letter speci-
fies requirements for submitting EKR's with certain information contained
therein. Bringing attention to these problems through the use of EIH ac-
tion is the most expeditious way of effecting a change in procedure. This
headquarters is in agreement with a reconumendation to change over oils
as new components are placed into use and to eliminate the requirement to
changeover old components at the next Periodic Inspection. This would
eliminate all problem areas and is a more logical procedure for executing
the change over.

c. Paragraph 2e(4), page 13. Non-concur. The allocation of equip-
ment for the up-grade of cantonment mess halls has been completed by G-4
UoCJ. ,ll units having refrigeration equipment requirements have had
the equipment allocated to them. Priority of issue was established by
the Installation Coordinator on an area of urgency need with hospitals
having first priority. Supply directives are presently being published
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•Ji3C-0 (8 h.ay 69) 2d Id
53BJECT: Operational 7eport of headquarters, 17th Corr.bat Aviation

1roup for Period ýn ai.- 30 April 19,2, h(2 U•,-.5 (LJ) (•)

by`-AICV and staffed th.rou 1i area dc•-xts for reLse of availailc
ccluiprment. Units in built-up arcas arc beirn issUued 65 cu ft refrL er-
ators; all others will be issued 70 cu ft refri gerators aIfter 1 Junc (9.
i'urther, refrii.cration will be subritted in accordwace with W.iL
Unclassified mes sa 6291, Subject: "arrison I*ess Louiprent, dated
201417 ia 1969 which establishes standard proccdures for rc iuisiton :U-_
is.-ue of refrie;eration cquili-ent w:ithin UbJiV.

d. iara-raph 2h(2), pa-e 14. Concur with recozr•.endation for hover
criteria for the U:-1E/C and AI-lG helicopters. A new hovcr criteria
:".-s been ""ubi-hed in 1st Aviation Lri ade ,e-ulatioon 3'5-10, dated
1 :-,y 1969, which states as follows:

"(1) iLorr:a. Takeoff

a. Hover at 1-foot

b. Checkh Z.1. - 6600, no bleed-off

c. letur to -round - ':eoa r

(.hen rea•uired by tacticl necessity unit coni.-ander can, authorize
a stabilized 6300 -L-1. hover chcch at 1-foot. This is authorizcd only
froim, established re/.in/refueljLm areas with clear ta:-eoff space of
sufficient lerngth and suitable surface), i chare to th" rcu on
will be sent to subordinate units approximatcly 30 June 1969. rro- an
operations standpoint the new hover criteria r.ay result in either a
s,,ller fuel load or a decreased ow.:ount of ordnance on board. This r.iay,
in turn, reduce the on--station tie or nuxiber of firin: passes pr".sently
e:,oected of our cunships.

DAVID . ANwinA

C9AGC
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AVHGC-DST (8 May 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation Group

for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES AWY, VIeTNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 4 JUL 1969

TO: Cmmmander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the-Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters, 17th
Combat Aviation Group.

2. Reference item concerning New Turbine Engine Oil MIL-L-23699, Section II,
page 12, paragraph 2e(3); nonconcur. Leaking transmission input quills ex-
isted prior to the change to MIL-L-23699 oil as a lubricant. It is expected
that some leakage will exist due to MIL-L-23699 being a more detergent lub-
ricant. If any problem occurs which is attributed to the oil change-over,
an EIR exhibit consisting of the discrepant component and about one pint of
oil will be held for analysis. EIR should be submitted IAW USARV Letter
dated 3 May 1969, subject: Use of M1L-L-7808 and MIL-L-23699 oils in Army
Turbine Powered Aircraft.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C. D. WILSON

WIT, AGC
Cy furn: Assistant Adjutante

17th Cbt Avn Gp
1st Avn Bde



GPOP-DT (8 May 69) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ 17th Combat Aviation Group for

Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 25 JUL 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

2. Reference paragraph 2b, 2d Indorsement. Message has been dispatched
to all other sub-commands requesting information on similar difficulties
with use of subject oil. Information pertaining to difficulties
resulting from use of subject oil will be evaluated and, if of value,
will be furnished US Army, Aviation Command. Any change to present
instructions and procedures will be forwarded to sub-commands for
implementation:

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

CPT, AGC
Aa AG

Cy furn:
CG USARV
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CONFIDENTIAL

UNIT STRENGTS .AI.-S OF 30 APRIL 1969

1. Military

CO WC F2 I; TOTAL
UNIT Auth Aa Auth Lsj Auth AsL Auth As

17th CAG, MlC 26 28 1 10 63 153 95 196
201st Avn Co 8 10 18 17 89 106 115 133
58th Avn Det. 3 3 5 4 33 24 41 31
2,% ýicd Det 1 1 0 0 8 5 9 6

17th CAG 3u 42 24 31 190 293 260 366

2. Civilian

.A. VN 3d 'TL Contractor
N.IT Auth Asr Auth AsLg Auth A., AuthAg

17th AG, C 0 0 30 29 0 0 0 0
201st Avn Co 0 0 9 7 0 0 4 4
58th Avn Det 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
25th Med Det 0 0 0 0-, 0 0 0 0

TOTALS 0 0 39 36 0 0 4 12

CONFIDENTIAL
Incl 1



CON4FIDENTIAL

OFIRATI:-CAL RE6ULTE,

SortGics Tr.oops Cargo Enecr~y Str,,.ct.,rcs Sca.vj~pan~s

Unit Fo*iLifted 1i;. rý Tons .~i a ar --s Pi Dost

17th GAG THHG 948 927 8

'01st Avn- Co 5497 13398 72

(50th Avn Det)

-7`th GAG 64,45 )4+325 8

.. (C) Losses.

UntAircraftj Lost Aircra.`t Damaged

',7th GA(-- '4Y-, tl-.E A i d1

'01st Avn Co Uli1UI-IR

17th GAG 2

* 0Pe-rat-ion-a1 re.,:&lts are reporte:3 as combinled totals by the 201st Avii Co
In~& the 58th Avn- Det.

Thcl 2 CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AIRCRAFT STATUS AS OF 30 APRIL 1969

OH-6A UH-IB UH-ID UH-1H U-6A U-2]-A

Unit Auth OH. Auth 011 Auth 01 Auth OH Auth OH Auth OH

17th CAG OK C 3 1 0 2 3. 0 2 2

201st Avn Co L 2 7 6 4 4

58th Avn Det 2 2 2 2

!7th CAG TOTALS 7 3 0 2 1 0 9 81 2 2 6 6

Inol 3 CONFIDENTIAL
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