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‘ DEFALTIENT Cr TIW nRIY .
HEAD UARTE:S, 17TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP
AP0 San Francisco 96240

AVBACB-5C o | 8 May 1969

SUBJ:CT: Operational .ie:ort of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation
Group for Period inding 30 April 1969, .CS CSFOr-65 (R1) (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

>

1. Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.

a. (U) General. This report covers the period 1 February 1969
through 30 April 1969, and is submitted in accordance with AR 525-15
and USAKV iegulation 525-15. The report includes Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 17th Combat Aviation Group; 201st Aviatign
Company (Corps)s 25th Medical Detachment (OA); and the 58th Aviation
Jetachment (Support). ~

b. (C) Personnel.

(1) 1Infusion: The Grour has conmtinued an infusion program
directed towards the reduction of rotational humns between like units
within a battalion/squadron and between battalions. Fersonnel of
the 238th aviation Company (iscort), which arrived in larch, were
_ infused to the maximum extent within the 263th Combat Aviation
"Battalion during April., Additional infusion within the 17th Ccmbat
Aviation Group is planned for lay.

(2) Replacerents:

{a) 1In general, replacements durin, the last quarter have
increased and have been arriving steadily betore the rotation of
the individual they were to replace. This has allowed a proper
overlap period. 4 total of 430 replacerents were received during
the month of February. The Group receivad 63€ during ilarch and -
928 during April. This has built the strength of the Group up-
ward so that as of 30 April 1969, there were 1513 assizned aviation
personael of an authorized (TOz) 1582 and an established manning
level of 1425. inlisted strengths wore raiszd to an assigned
strength of 6303 of an authorized 6372, The Group is 98% filled.

: ;R 0: :T DOWNGRADED AT 3 viﬁ'le'::::ns;
- DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
Toriovats CONFIDENTIAL DOD DIR 5200.10
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AVBACB-SC . ‘ 8 May 1969
SUBJCCT: Operational lieport of Headguarters, 17th Combat Aviation
Group for Feriod Lnding 30 auril 1369, HCS CSFOR-65 (K1) (U)

(b) 4 large number of UH-1 qualificd warrant officer aviators
arrived during the month of .pril. ~This has brought the varrant officer
mannin; level to over fifty in each assault hclicopter company and
caused each battalion to be overstrength in aviastor warrant officers.

(3) Changes of Command: The following changes of command were
made during this reporting period:

(a) On 13 February 1969, Coloncl Nelson A. lMahone, Jr.,
038003, essumed command of the 17th Combat iviation Group, vice

(b) Ca 6 Larch 1969, Licutenant Coloncl iobert Cooper,
076988, assumcd cormand of the 223rd Combat Cupport Aviation
Battalion, vice Licutenant Coloncl iilliam {. Beoyer, OF 105611.

(¢) On 15 liarch 1969, Licutcnant Caloncl Garry H. Farmer,
087738, assumcd command of th: 268th Combat :viation Battalion,
vice Licutenant Colonel Orlando i. Gonzales, 079304,

(d) On 15 iarch 1969, Licutcnant wolonel Calvin R. Boan,
084900, assumcd conmand of the 7 Squadron, 17th .\ir Cavalry, vice.
Licutcnant Colonel hobert . Rcuter, 070225,

() On 26 spril 1969, Major icnald . holasek, 0406108L,
assumed command of thc 20lst iviation Coupany (Corps), vice Major
{2y ... Young, 02779124,

(4) The following changes werc made within the Group Staff:
(a) On 19 February 1969, Licutcnant Colonel Ullrich

Hermann, 069679, becamc the Group ixccutive Officer, vice Licutenant
Coloncl Charles 2. Staaley, 02010706,

(b) On 20 February 1969, Captain ifirc L. Tumas, OF 108014,
became the Grour .adjut :nt, viee 1LT Hoseph C. LeFlorz, 05346276,

(¢c) On 21 ifebruary 1369, Captain iobert i. Tiimerman,
05331964, bccame an assistant L3. .

(d) On 28 February 1969, 1LT .oy C. Kohr, 05334011, became
an ..ssistant £3,

(¢) On 9 tiarch 1969, C.3 i.alter V. Collins, '7 3 150 899,

became the Group Fersonnel Officer, vice 1LY Douslas G. Grapes,
05260177,

CONFIDENTIAL
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4LVB..CB~SC 8 oy 1969
SUBJECT: Operationzl uuport of Hcadquarters, 17th Combat .viation
-Group for Poriod 3nding 30 spril 1969, RCe CLiOn~-65 (1) (U)

~ (f£) On 12 larch 1969, Major Luish it Ogden, 075737, became
the Group €1, vice llajor wobert ii. rurncy, 088690.

(g) On 15 March 1969, Licutenant Coloacl robert i, icutur,
070225, became the Deputy iviztion Officer, I¥FV, vice Licutcnant
Coloncl Stephen F. Cameron, 062328,

) ‘ﬁh) On 19 March 1967, Captain Leroy . Bond, 05321628,
ecame *he ..ssistant £2.

(i) On 23 Harch 1969, Captain Philip .. Desimonc, 0527162z,
beeame cormanding officer of the 25th liedical bctachment, viec
Captain Fred G. Eargoliﬂ, 05542726,

(3) ©n 8 april 1969, Cartain Joscoh il Frador, 05425494,
became issistant Safcty OleCur, vice Captain Frank H. undcrson, I1I,

05324332,

™~
(k) On 18 izril 1969, Coptain iiichard .. .nsincelli, 05331970,
bocame wssistant S3, vice Captain Clifford . Georzc, 05411100,

(5) .. statcment of authorizad and assigned strength as of the
last day of the guarter is attached as Inclosure 1,

c. (C) Inteclligonce,

(1) General. During the first weck of Februiry 1969, cnemy
initiated activitr continued ot a low c¢bb throughout the II Corps
Tactical zoue, The average number of dally corps-wide incidents
wes 12 with most of these attributcd to isolatcd cases of sniper
fire, mining incidents «nd booby traps. The tompo ricked-up during
the sccond week of Foebruar; wita the average nusber of incidents
increasing to 21. The 17th ..vinction Grour and subordinate units
had been actlvzly engaged in preparing for the predicted THT
offensive since carly December 68, Practice aloerts were conducted,
perimetoer barriers strengthoncd, aftur action reiorts of TIT 68
were reviewed and morce strin ent controls -vre’inmpessd on indigenous
personncel. During the third weck of February, which was the woeck
of ToT, very little change was noted in cnemy zetivity and toctics
from the preceeding weck. During the ¢arly morning hours of 23
February an zpparcat ccordinatcd wave of rocket n~ad mortar ntticks
was launched throughout the corps arca. The 17th ..viation Group
sustained light to moderate aircraft doamage and very light casualtices
at thc following installatioins: Dong Ba Thin, Plciku, fontum, and
(ui Nbkon. Thesc attacks ushered in the post T.T offensive of 69,
Thrzughout the remainder of February 2nd during the first throc weeks

L
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AVBACB-SC | 8 May 1969
SUBJECT: Opurational Report of Headquarters, 17th Combat aviztion '
Group for Period Ending 30 wpril 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

in March. The standoff attacks continucd, though slowly diminishing
in number as time progresscd. Very few follow-up ground attacks
were associcted with the shellings. None wusre reported by subor-
dinatc unit installaticns. Fram late jiorch until 30 .rril the encmy
?ctivity slowly dcclined to a level that cxisted just prior to TET
59.

(2) ierial Surveillance and Roconnaissance. ''ith the decreasc
in cnemy activity during early February, more rcliance was placed
on the rcconnaissance and surveilliance program to determine cenemy
locations and their possible courses of action. Intelligence ex=
tracted from capturcd documents on 19 ipril indicated that an NV
forcc cstimated at t hrce regiments were infiltrating into the 11
Corps arca from Cambodia on three separatc axis with Phu Yen and
Khonh Hoa Provinces as objectives. Since that time the maxdmum
number of reeconmnaissance and surveillaonce airerast have been tasked
to concentrate on these threc corridors. .s of 30 .pril, no *
significant sightings had bcen noted.

~

(3) ALir ictivity. While flying in support of II Corps during
the last quarter the 17th .viation Group reported 243 aircra:t hit
by hestile fire (February 89, March 100 and ..pril 54). This
averages 81 aircraft por month as comparced with 65 per month for
the previous quartor. This incrcasc is attributed to the post TwT
offensive beginning in late February and continuing through late
March.

(4) Physical Sccurity. Twenty threc standoff rocket and mortar
atiacks were launched at the 17th iwviation Group installations this
guartcr; Ban Mc Thuot 6, Pleiku 5, Kontum 4, Nha Trang 2, LZ English
2, Henscel 1, yui Nhon 1, Phan Thizt 1, and Dong Ba Thin 1. This
comparcs with 24 attacks {or the previous cuarter. One sapper was
attempted on 23 Feb at the (ui Nhon airficld. No damage was incurrcd,
Damage and casualtics for the cntire quarter werc considered to be
rclatively light.

(5) Sccurity Clearances. Forty six sccurity clearances were
processed through the 82 office during this quarter,

d. (U) Cperations.

(1) The 238th .viation Company (Escort) arrived in-country
on 20 March 1969 and was positioned at .in Khe army Airficld as part
of the 268th CiB. They became fully operationally rcady on' 20
srril 1969.

(2) € Troop 7/17th Cavalry Squadron was relocated from Henscl
srmy iirfield to an Son on 23 April 1969. C Troop was rclcascd

4
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AVBICB=SC 8 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Reporst of Herdquartors, 17th Combat aviation
Group for Pcriod fnding 30 opril 1969, LCS CLFOR-65 (dl) (u)

from opcrational control of the 4th Infantry Division and placed
under operational control of the 173rd iirborne Brigade on 15 Lpril
1969. It will providu aviation support for operction ':ashington
Green, the pacificatien program in Binh Dinh Trovince.,

(3) Therc h:s been no change in the mission of the 17th CiG.

(4) Operationzl rcsults arc attached as Inclosurc 2.

c. (U) Training.

(1) ROKF-V .iwviator Transition Training. Transition training
for ROK .iviators was initiatcd by this hcadquarters on 7 april
1969. Phasc I and II of the program consists of 14 hours of formal
ground instructicn and o minimum of 25 hours of transition flight
instruction, ‘The first 30 day period is devoted to transition -
training by the 17th CAG Standardization scction., A subscquent
60 day period Phasc III, will bc devoted to operstionsl flying with
zn assault helicopter company. The first class of 4 aviztors
successfully completed the transition ®raining, Phase I and II,
on 30 April 1969, The flight time average was 32 hours per aviator.
4 total of 24 ROKF-V aviators will receive transition and opera-
tional training during thce ncxt six months. There have boeen no
significant difficultics cncountered™uring this training program.

(2) Replaccment Trainiug. i comprchensive replacement traine
ing program went into full swing the post quarter. . total of
418 individuals received training to ¢nable them to smoothly
transition into their new cnviromment and to enhonce combat cfficicency
prior to participation in combat support oper-~tioas.-

(3) Headquartcrs company cngaged in twelve (12) days treining.
Subjects covercd: Command information, psychological warfare, civil
affairs, weapons fiiing, character guidancc, military justice,
intelligence training, communications sccurity, code of conduct,
survival, cscapc and cvasion, safcguarding defunsc information,

CBR, riot control, scatry duty and physical sccurity.

(4) The 201st iviation Company transitioned a total of three
(3) U-21.: pilots during the reporting period.

f. (U) Logistiecs.
(1) Equipment Status ieports: The Equipment Status Reports,
AR 711-5 submitted in March were found to contain many errors.

Efforts to correct them have revealed many units arc without ex-
pericnced and knowledgeable supply personncl. i 711-5 Equipment

5
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SUBJACT: Opcrational Report of Headgquarters, 17th Combat aviation
Group for Period Ending 30 April 1969, wCS CSFOR-65 (RL) (U)

Status Report .issistancc Team has been formed to train these per-
sonnel.

(2) Engin:cr Support: Engincer projects have not progressed
as cxpected in this quarter. Changing priorities have resulted in
the deferment of many nceded projects. Efforts arc continuing to
achicve a2 higher priority on critical projects.,

(3) Mess Hall Refrigeration: Chortoge of mess hall rofrigera=
tion equipment has coutinued to rcduce the cfficient operation of
unit messes in some units. The low priority of Combat Support Units
has prevented an improvement in this area. Efforts are being made
to corrcct this problem.

(4) . New Turbine Engine 0il, MIL-L~-23699: During this quartor
a new turbine cngine oil, MIL-L-23699, was authorizcd to replace
the standard MIL~I1-7808 on certain aircraft. The change caused in-
cidents of lowcr power to occur in the older engines. This problem
has been cured by an aggressive cleaning program and conversion to
the new oil is now being made only as ncw engines are installed.
AN

(5) aircraft status appears as Inclosurc 3.

g. (U) Organization: Organizational Chart appcars as In-
cleosure 4. Station listing appears as Inclosure 5.

h, (U) Chaplain.

(1) The 17th CiAG Protestant Chaplain Fund designated 3 offerings
during this quarter for the Vietnamcse Evangelical Bible Institute
in Nha Trang., i total of $99.55 was contributed.

(2) The Group Chaplain delivered 11 boxes of medicine during
this quarter to the Evanglicel Clinic in Nha Trang. This medicine
is sent from the St. John's Luthcran Church in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, .

(3) The nightly devotional classes continucs with a total of
89 scssions and totcl attondance of 356 men.

(4) The Group Chaplain went on 29 roundtrip flights on his
visits to Battalions and Companics locatcd ot Winh Hoa, Qui Nhon,
Phu Hicp, ‘n Son, Dong Ba Thin, Camp Holloway, Camp Enari and
Kontua during this period. S

(5) The Group Chaplains Confcrences continue. A total of
3 confercnces were held with all 6 chaplains attending each cone
ference.
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SUBJECT: Oporational Report of Heazdquartcrs, 17th Combat Aviation
Group for Feriod Ending 30 ipril 1969, RCS CSFOR=65, (R1) (V)

(6) On the 8th of February, the iarmy Chicf of Chaplains visited
Nha Trang and all 6 chaplains of this Group attendcd the briefing
and recoeption.

(7) The Group Headquarters Chapel has been improved during this
quarter. A new coiling was put in and all the walls painted., The
officcs also had new ccilings put in and all the walls repainted.

(8) The Group Chaplain continues the Sunday evening General
Protestant Sorvices, During this period, 13 cvening services were
held with a total attendance of 355 men.

i. (U) .viation Safety.

(1) The accident rate for the 17th C.G has continued to rise
during this quarter. This is partially due to the influx of in-
experienced personnel arriving in RVN during the months of October
and November 1968, The cumulative accident rate per 100,000 flying
hours has increased from 16.2 to 21.0,

(2) The accident cxperience for this quarter is as follows:

UNIT /CCIDENTS CUMULLTIVE RLTE FY

a. HHC, 17th CiG 2 95.6
b, 201st CiC ~ 2 21.6
c. 10th CaB ' 13 26.2
d. 52nd CiB 8 21,2
c. 268th CAB 8 17.4
£. 223rd CSAB L 9.6
g. 7/17th KCS - 6 . _ 33,0

TOTAL 43 21,0

2. Scction 2, lesson Learncd: Commanders Obscrvations, Evalua-
tions, and Rccommerdations.

a. (U) Personncl. Nonc

b. (U) Operations.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquartcers, 17th Combat iAviation
x Group for Period Ending 30 ..pril 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U)

(1) Allocation of aviation support direct to ARVN Divisions.

(a) Observation: In the past the AuVN Forces in the II
Corps Tactical Zone have not been provided sufficient aviation
assets to participate regularly in airmobile combat operations and
therefore have not been able to accumulate experlence necessary
to conduct successful operations.

(b) Evaluation: After careful consideration it was deter-
nined by higher headquarters that allocation of aircraft direct to
the ARV Forces would provide necessary experience and that
training by 17th CAG personnel would enable them to plan and conduct
more extensive airmobile operations. The experience gained by
cormanders and staff as a result of this direct allocation will
promote efficient utilization of aviation resources. This pro-
cedural change will encourage greater participation by the AEVN
in airmobile operations. ’

~

(¢) Recommendations: That aviation resources continue to
be allocated directly to ARVN divisions so that their participation
and combat effectivencss in airmobile oggrat:ons increases.

(2) Indoctrination of Commanders in Aircraft Operations
Frocedures.

(a) Observation: In the past there has been cvidence of
lack of understanding by tactical commanders during airmobile
operations as pertains to responsibility and authority for air-
craft operations.

(b) .Evaluation: USARV recently published a regulation
on Indoctrination of Commanders and Army Aviators in Aircraft
Operating Procedurcs, The provicions of this regulation were
implemented and amplified to reduce conflicting arcas of res-
ponsibility which were peculiar to the operational rcquirements
of this headquarters. Mobile training teams were organized at
Battalion level for the purpose of conducting oricntations. :
Aviation Liaison officers have been placed with the AwVN Divisions
and the Special Tactical Zone to insure proper coordination is
cffected and to initiatec a comprehensive 1ndoctr1natlon progranm
for commanders and staff personnel. :

(¢) itecommendations: That thc Mobile Training Teams
continue to conduct oricntation until such timc as a complete
evaluation of this program can be compl:ted. Liaison officers
should remain with all major units to promote proper utilization
of aviation resources,
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(3) Unsatisfactory Mission Ro}orts.

(a) . Observation: Studies by this headquarters indicated
a need for incrcased emphasis on the submission “of Unsatisfactory
Mission chorts.

(b) BEvaluation: Unsatisfactory Mission heports need to
be submitted on those missions which are of questionable validity
or are poorly planned and organized by the ground commandcr,
The climination of coordination problems and poor aircraft utili=-
zation depends upon the timely submission of thcse rcports., Command
relationships improve significantly when misunderstandings can
be climinated rather then being allowed to accumulate and breed
i1l feelings..

(¢) Hocommendations: That continued emphasis be placed
on the submission of Unsatisfactory Mission Reports. This
headquarters has been able to garner a significant amount of in-

- formation from Unsatisfactory Mission Reports and has been able
to make recommendations to improve the gquality of support to
ground eleuwents. . ~

(4) Aviation Support for Tactical and Resupply Emergencies.

(a) Obscrvation: Commitment of helicopters in support
of TAC-E and ER missions occasionally created a situation whereby
aviation units wcre un2ble to adequately support their daily
commitments, '

(b) Evaluation: TAC-E / ER support during the hours of
darkness often involves thc stand-down of crew and aircraft for
rcest and maintenance. This stand-down in turn often creates an
over~-commitment of aviation clements or a draw-down of aviztion
support from othesr supported elements., After extensive research,
it was dcemed necessary to establish some type of control to
prohibit the misallocation and misuse of aviation rcsources.

(c) Recommendotion: That a program be established to
monitor the validity and effectiveness of TAC-E / ER missions.
In view of this recommendation a comprchensive reportlno'system
was developed to enable this heddquziters Lo evdluate TiC=%-/- -
Zi,missions and to taxke’ apnxoprlatu co’mand action where necessary
to insurzs proper utiliza’.on of aviation rescurces., A sample report
format is attached as Inclosure 6.

(5) (U) Phu Hiep Study
| , 9
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SUBJECT: Operational ineport of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation
: ‘Group for Poriod Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(a) Observation: (C) An extensive study was conducted
to determine the feasibility of closing Phu Hicp Ammy Airfield
with the simultancous move of elements of the 17th CAG to other
locations in II Corps.

(b) Evaluation: (C) If the anticipated move is effected,
it would require the relocation of five aviation units and a
battalion headquarters. The 17th CAG will lose flexibility in con-
ducting airmobile opcrations in the Phu Hiep-Tuy Hoa area. Aire-
craft availability will descrease significantly during relocation.
TAC~E / ZR support.will not.be.adequately.responsive during or
subscquent to a move. The logistical savings realized by closing
Phu Hiep are not sufficient to justify or offsct the loss of 4
operational flexibjility, the cost of facilities clsewhere, amd the
disruption of aviation support.

(c) Recommendation: <(C) That Phu Hicp Army Airfield
remain open and that aviation elements presently situated at Phu
Hiep remain there to provide the best possible aviation support
to Phu Yen and Phu Bon Provinces., The comprchensive study cone-
ductcd by this hecdquarters, in coordination with the aviation
officer, IFFV, provided conclusive cvidenge that the closing of
Phu Hiep would causc decterioration of aviation support in east
central II Corps and would significantly hindor supjport of the
counterinsurgeney effort in that arca.

c. (Y) Training., Nonc
d. (U) 1Intelligence. None

¢, (U) Logistics.
(1) Engincer Support:

(a) Obscrvation: Engincer construction on MiCV approved
projccts has been unpredictable. Changes in priority and starting
dates and changes of projects among engineer units by local
engincers have made completion dates uncertain. These uncertain
completion dates interrupt other necded improvements while units
do without required maintenance and security facilitics awaiting
project completion. '

(b) Evaluation: Even after MACV approves, funds, and
sends a construction directive to the -engineers for construction
of a project, completion of the project is unncccssarily slow and
uncertain. The projects are subject to local priorities and unit
moves that can and are changed frequently. This system has left

10
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SUBJECT: Opcrational Report of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviction
Group for Period Ending 30 april 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

many projects either unstarted or partially completed. Units,
through desperation, have often been forced to jury rig the projccts
on a self-help basis because of safcty regulations or lack of
cquipment. In thesc casas the units must wait on the cnginecr
priority system. Onc cxample of this system is the hangar for a
CH-47 Company (Pleiku) for which the Znginecer Construction
Directive is dated 21 Jan 66, The footings have been completed for
one year, but no other construction has begun, This unit has per-
formed ficld type maintcnance for over three years without shelter
and will soon suffir noth.r monsoun scason., In 2 sucond .xomple,
unit BOQ's on the samc work dircctive as the CH-47 Hangar have

boen started. Now, a work delay on this project is caused by a
lack of matorial. This project could have been completed hoad the
engincers orderced all required lumber when the project was approved
instcad of waiting until the priority had been established. A
third example is the sccurity lighting systcm ot Kontum, an approved
project since 26 May 1968. Thc power gencrators werc not ordéred
until thc project was started in March 1969. This equipment now

is on Hed Ball rcquisition from CCNUS with an anticipated waiting
period of 3 extra months.

(¢) Recommendations: That expested complction dates be
given to requesting units by the supporting cnginccr units on
projects which have been approved and funded by MACV. This could
possibly bc donc by cstablishing prioritics at MiCV for all
rrojccts as they arc approved, or by projccts being contracted to
civilian contractors giving fixed completion goals, or lastly,
when necessity dictates, by self-hclp programs assisted with
engincer advicc and cquipment.

(2) Inaccuratc ARl 711-5 lieports.

(a) Obscrvation: Units maintaining property books in
accordance with aRl 735-35 frequently submit inaccuratc AR 7115
rcrorts duc to a shortage of knowledgeable Supply Officers and
NCO's.

(v) Evaluation: Errors most frequently cncountered on
AR 711-5 reports are causcd by lack of cxpericnced personnel,
Some units rcported equipment on tcmporary loan., Other units
rcported unauthorized substitute items and failed to report
authorizcd reportablc or substitutec items. Many errors werc found
in the listing of total asscmblics, kits and major components
identified in DA Circular 725-11. 1In an attempt to overcome this
problem the 17th Combat .wviation Group cstablished an Equipment
Status Report lissistant Team. This tcam has visited each battalion

11
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within the Group providing instructions and assistance in the
corrcct proccdurcs necessary for this report. although much was
accomplished, it was found that thc shortage of expcrienced supply
personnel and the continued replacement of the personnel that

have been trained will cause these problems to continue.

(¢c) HKecommendations: That each Group Headquartoers .
consider initiating an Equipment Status iAssistance Team to provide
ready guidance to units as long as the present shortage of know-
lcdgeable supply personnel cxists.

(3) HNew Turbire Engine 0il MIL~-L~23699.

(a) Obscrvations: O©il leaks result when turbine engine
0il MIL~1~23699 is used to replace turbine engine oil HIL-1-7808
in aircraft ongincs and gear boxes.

(b) Evaluatior: Turbinc enginc oil lIL-L-23699 has been
approved for use in UF-1 aircraft cngines™and gear boxes as a
replacement oil for MIL-L-7808. However, conversion to MIL~L-23699
0il causcs leaking scals and high o0il consumption often resulting
in low power output in the older compongents. Thesc problems do
not cxist when MIL-L-23699 is uscd from the outset in new or nowly
overhauled components. Onc assault helicopter compeny completed
the conversion from MIL-L-7808 to MIL~1~23699 and 2lmost immediately
began to expericnce oil leaks from transmission input quill seals.
Seventy~four (74) input gquills and/or seals were replaced in a
onc month period. At approximately thirty-five (35) flying hours
after conversion, the cngines developed excessive low power pro-
blems caused by dirty ¢ngine compressor blades. Cleaning the
engines with walnut shells only caused an additional loss of
power. The upper half of an cngzine compressor scetion case was
removed and an enamel like substance mrde up of MIL-I~23699 and
walnut sholl deposits was found throughout the compressor section.
The excessive build-up of thesec deposits was the result of a
lack of clecaning during the ncriod the input quills were lecking
oil into the engine. The walnut shell cleaner has only glozed
the deposits. The compressor section was clcaned by soaking in
solvent for a four hour period and then scrubbing with a brush.
This remcved the deposits and solved the low power problem.

" (¢) Rccormendations: Conversion from IIL-1~23699 should
be accomplished only in new or ncewly overhauled aireraft components
to hcelp prevent leaking seals, high oil consumption, and relested
problems caused by thc oil leaks in componcnts previously using
MIL-1~7808, 1In addition, an agzrecssive engine cleaning program is
mandatory whenever leaking tronsmission input quills are experienced,
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SUBJICT: Oporational itsport of chdqu*rtcra, 17th Combat Aviation
Group for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(4) Food Service.

(a) Observation: Unit mess halls within the 17th Combat
Aviation Group are experiencing difficulties in storing subsistence
items that require refrigeration.

(b) Evaluation: Two units have experienced undue spoil-
age of subsistence supjplies due to lack of proper refrigeration
equipment. The problem has been traced to low priorities afforded
units of the 17th Combat Aviation Group for initial issue of re-
frigeration units and inadequate procedures for replacement of
inoperable refrigerators. One unit that has been in-country over
one year is still number 46 on the priority list for initial issue.
Another unit at LZ English was told the parts were not on hand for
repairs. Then, the replacement, which the unit requisitioned on
9017, vas cancelled 80 days after being accepted b°cause it was
conmand controlled. ’

A

(¢) Recommendations: (1) That units within the 17th
Combat Aviation Group be given a higher priority for initial issue
of refrigeration units. .

(2) That definite published procedures be established for
obtaining refrigeration equipment.

f. (U) Organization: None

g. (U) Surgeon:
(1) Flight Surgeons and Aircraft Accident Investigation.

(a) Observation: Flight surgeons were not entering
accident investigations early enough.

(b) Ivaluation: Many aircraft accidents are investigated
by a single investigating officer and the flight surgeon. It was
noted that only the investigating officer was placed on orders
for the investigation. In many cases, the flight surgeon was asked
for his input days and, in a few cases, one to two weeks later.
Crewmen, witnesses, equipment and thce aircraft were often not
available to the surgeon after such delays. This resulted in
poor inputs into the accident reports from the flight surgeons.
The 17th CAG has directed that convening authorltles placc the
flight surgeon and the investigating officer on the same accident
1nvost1g3tnon order,
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AVBACB~SC 8 May 1969
SUBJLCT: Operational Repert of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation
Group for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RC3 CSFOR~65 (R1) (U)

(c) Recommendations: That all groups cstablish the re-
quirement that a flight surgeon be placed on accident investigation
orders for.accidents investigated by a single investigating officer,

h. (U) Aviation Safcty.

(1) Accident Rate:

(a) Observation: The accident rate has continued to rise
during this quarter.

(b) Evaluation: This is pertially duec to the influx of
inexperienced personnel arriving in RVN during the months of
October and November 1968. These replacements are the bulk of
the unit operational personncl at the present time and the average
experience level is approximately 500 hours. At this limited
cxperience level, the aviator becomes over-confident., complacent,
and contemptuous of the aircraft. This is evidenced in that
approximately seventy percent of the acciddnts are a direct result
of pilot error, and pilot error is usually a contributing factor
in the other thirty rcercent.

(¢) Recommendations: That a comprchensive and con~
tinuing education program be conducted at unit level for the
applicable aircraft and the environmental factors of the particular
arca of assiznment, :

(2) Hover check, UH~1B/C and AH-1G.

(a) Observation: The criteria uscd for hover check for
the UH-1B/C and AH-1G helicoptcrs has proven unacceptable.

(b) Zvaluation: In many instances thc bleed-off tcch-
nique used for hover check is not sufficient for take-off power
or to maintain forward flight in the UH-1B/C and AB~1G helicopters,
Also, it cncourages the aviator to attempt take-off if the heli-
copter will hover under any condition. If take~off is accomplish-
ed using this bleced-off technique for hover check, sufficient
1ift is not produced by the rotor system during autorotation to
compensate for the additional weight.

(c) Recommendation: That the hover criteria for the UH-1B/C
and AH-1G helicopters be amended to allow no itPM blecd-off for
the hover check. This headquarters has cstablished the following
criteria for normal take-off. '

1l Hover at onc foot above the ground.
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AVBACB-SC 8 May 1969
SUBJ:SCT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation
Group for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

2 Stabilize enginc RPM at 6600.

2 Return to ground for take-off.
NOTE: If take-off cannot be accomplished using this criteria, the
helicopter will be off loaded to include the gunner and/or fuel
and ammunition until the helicopter will hover with a stabilized
engine RFM of 6600,

3, Section 3, Headguarters, Department of the Army Survey Information.

Army Combat Readiness Training (CRT) Proficiency Flying Program
Study (RCS ATOPS-(OT)-107). The cited study was staffed by this
headquarters and forwarded through channels on 30 March 1969, The
purpose of the study was to determine the best course of action
to fulfill current and projectced requirements for aviation pro- -
ficiency {lying in the Army. The following were the primary .
poeints of discussion: ~

(1) Alternatives for accomplishment of proficiency flying were:

Alt 1: A program similar to the current proficiency
flying program as outlincd in AR 95-3%.

Alt 2: A program of flying cscusal whon in an assignment
outside of aviation oporational units, with refresher flight
training as necessary prior to returning to operational flying.

Alt 3: A proficiency flying program which would be a
combination of 1 and 2 above. ‘Feriodic, but less frecuent, flying
throughout a non-aviation assignment, and rcfresher flying train-
ing as nccessary prior to rcturning to opcrational flying.

(2) This headquarters comments favored altern -tive 3.
Ifinimums established by AR 95-32, in tcrms of hours rer uired,
arc adequate to maintain the basic acronautical skills provided
the aviator conscicntiously aprlies the time to the fundamentals
of basic tactical flight., Idcally an aviator rcmoved from the
aviation environment for any length of time should be retrained
and updated in the latest avi:tion tech:iques and procedures.
Duraticn of such training is dependent on time spent outside
an aviation assizument and the experience of the aviator involved.,

(3) Questionnaires pertaining to this study were circulated

throughout this headquarters and subordinatc clcmemts. The results
were not compiled or analyzed at this level.
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AVBACB-EC 8 May 1/969
SUBJZCT: Opcrational Report of Headquarters, 17th Combat Avistion — °
Group for Feriod Znding 30 april 1969, iCS CSFOR=-65 (Rl)v(U)

(4) Esscential Zlements of Apalysis were presented and appropri-
ate comnents were solicited from subordinate clements. Comments
were preparced by this headquarters on all @4 and forwarded for

cvaluation,
Jlihasy (A Ve’ d///wvﬁ?‘
6 Incl NELSON A. MAHONE JR. _
as . COL, FA
Incl 5 and 6 wd, Hq, DA Commanding

DIZToIBUTION:

2 CINCUSLKFAC, ATTd: GPOP-DT, AFO 96558

3 CG, USARV, ATTW: .VHGC-DST, APO 96375

2 CG, 1st Avn Bde, aTTu: AVBI.-MH, nPO 9638L
L C53, I FFOACEV, ATTN: aVik-GC-OT, 4PO 96350

~

CF:

C0, 10th CubB

CO, 52d CuB

50, 223rd CSaB N
£0, 268th CiB -
CO, 7/17th iCS

CO, 201st fwvn Co
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AVPA-QC-HIS? (8 May 69) st Imd
SUBJEO?s Operatiomal Repert of Hesdquarters, 17%h Combat Aviatiom Gxoup

fer Peried Emding 30 April 1969, BCS CSICR-65 (r1) (U)
Ds, Hesdquarters, I Field Force Vietass, AP0 96350 & Jun 188
10s Commsading General, 1st Aviation Brigede, AFO 96384

This hesdquarters has svaioated subject report ana oonours.

FCR THR COMMANDER:

./// Y /Z’ 7

}/ ‘;‘*//?ELQ@—*//
YREDERICK E. HOLLAND
LT AGC
ASST A8

Copy fwens : , .
2-ACSPCR, DA !
1-HQs, 17th 0AG
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AVB.GC-0 (8 May 69) 2d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation
Group for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

DA, HEADWARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGALE, 0 96384 17 JUN .-

THRU: Commanding General, United States Ammy Vietnam, ATIN: AVHGC-DST,

APO 96375
Commander-in~Chief, United States Amy Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-OT,
APO 96558

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of

the Amy, Washington, D.C., 20310

1. This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it adequate
and concurs with the contents, except as noted below,

2. The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

a. Paragraph 2¢(1)(c), page 10. Non-concur, The referenced work
order is for base construction which has a low priority. The priorities
established by COMUSMACV are for combat support, MACV detachment upgrade,
LOC construction and base construction, Priorities for construction in
II Corps for both MCA construction and operational support is determined
by the Commanding General, IFFV, It is doubtful that RIK will be used
in this area within the foreseeable future; therefore, the bulk of construc-
tion in the central highlands must be accomphshed by one engineer group.,

b. Paragraph 2¢(3), page 12. A USARV letter, Subject: Use of

MII~1~23699 and MIL~L-7808 Oils in Amy Turbine Powered Aircraft, dated

3 lkay 1969 outlines the proper use of oil and changeover procedures, The
complaint of leakage problems upon changeover to MIL~I1~23699 in components
wnich have been using MIL-L-7808 for some time is a general reported fault
and appears to be valid, When problems are encountered the letter speci-
Iies requirements for submitting EIR's with certain information contained
therein., Bringing attention to these problems through the use of EIH ac-
tion is the most expeditious way of effecting a change in procedure, This
headquarters is in agreement with a recommendation to change over oils

as new components are placed into use and to eliminate the requirement tc
changeover old components at the next Periodic Inspection, This would
eliminate all problem areas and is a more logical procedure for executing
the change over,

c. Paragraph 2e(4), page 13. Non-concur, The allocation of equip-
ment for the up-grade of cantonment mess halls has been completed by G-4
UonfiV, All units having refrigeration equipment requirements have had
the equipment allocated to them, Priority of issue was established by
the Installation Coordinator on an area of urgency need with hospitals
having first priority. Supply directives are presently being published
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WBARC=0 (6 liay 69) 24 Ind
SuBJECT:  Operational Heport of lieadquarters, 17th Combat Aviation
iroup for Period indiny 30 April 1949, 08 CSF0L-65 (Li) (o)

Uy UBAICCV and staffed throu:h area derots for relecse of cvailzvle
cquipment. Units in built-up earcas arc beins iscued 65 cu £t refri-er-
cwors; all others will Le issued 70 cu ft refri-erators after 1 Junc 5.
surther, reiriseration will tve submitted in accordance wvith toud
unclassified messaze o2‘“l Sunject: Tarrison less Scuiprment, dated
201417 llay 1969 which es ullgles standard proccdures ior beh_oltlo
issue of refriscration cqulpmenu within Uoalv,

n ond

d. Parasraph 22(2), pate 14. Concur with recoriendation for hover
critcr;a for the Uii=-1D/C and AI-13 helicopters. A new hover criteria
s been publisied in lst aviation Zrizade heruwlation 305-10, dated
1y 106,, which states os follows:

(1) lor:al TakeoiTl

ae. lover at l-foot ~

£

be Check 5. = 6600, no bleed-off
c. ifeturn to zround ~ Yakeoll

(“hen required by tacticsl necessity unit coniander car authorize
a stabilized 6300 RUi. hover chieck at l-foot., Tnis is suthorized only
froi: established rear:iny/refucling areas with clear takeofl space of
suiTicient lenyth and suitalle surface)®. This cnance to an re~ulgiion
yill be sen® to subordinate units approximetcly 30 June 196 rrom an
overations standpoint the new hover .criteria may result in c&t“er a
gnaller fucl load or a decreased arount of ordnance on wosrd, Thi
in turn, rcduce the on-statvion tie or nurber of firin; passes pre
exmected of our sunships.

U

S
S
10 Tils CO.laiDaRe

K& \S\} C)&\\w\
DAVID R. ANt
« AGC

IN!
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AVHGC-DST (8 May 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation Group
for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VISETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 4 JUL 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed dhe-Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters, 17th
Cambat Aviation Group.

2. Reference item concerning New Turbine Engine 0il MIL-L-23699, Section II,
page 12, paragraph 2e(3); nonconcur. Leaking transmission input quills ex-
isted prior to the change to MIL~-1~-23699 0il as a lubricant. It is expected
that some leakage will exist due to MIL-1-23699 being a more detergent lub-
ricant. If any problem occurs which is attributed to the oil change-over,
an EIR exhibit consisting of the discrepant component and about one pint of
oil will be held for analysis. EIR should be submitted IAW USARV retter
dated 3 May 1969, subject: Use of MIL-L-7808 and MIL-1~23699 oils in Army

Turbine Powered Aircraft.
Y

k.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C. D. WHSON
Wi, AGC
C Assistant Adjutant w
Cy furn:
17th Cbt Awvn Gp
1st Avn Bde
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GPOP-DT (8 May 69) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ 17th Combat Aviation Group for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1l) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 25 JUL 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

1. This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed,

2, Reference paragraph 2b, 2d Indorsement, Message has been dispatched
to all other sub-commands requesting information on similar difficulties
with use of subject o0il, Information pertaining to difficulties
resulting from use of subject o0il will be evaluated and, if of value,
will be furnished US Army, Aviation Command, Any change to present
instructions and procedures will be forwarded to sub-commands for
implementation.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

\.
CPT, AGC
Asst AG
Cy furn:
CG USARV
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CONFIDENTIAL

UNIT STRENGTHS iS5 0]° 30 APKIL 1949

1, Military

UNIT
17th CAG, HHC
201st Avn Co

58tn Avn Det .
25th irc Det

17th CAG

2. Civilian

UNIT
17th CAC, EHEC
201st Avn Co

58th Avn Det
25th Meda Det

TOTALS

Incl 1

co e JoIg TOTAL

Auth Asg  Auth Asg Auth Asg Auth Asy
26 28 1 10 65 158 95 196
8 10 16 17 89 106 115 133

3 3 5 4 33 24 L1 31
1 1 0 0 8 5 2 6
36 42 2, 31 198 293 R60 366
28C VN 3¢ MTL Contractor
Auth Asg  Auth Asg Avth Asg . Auth Asg

ALY

0 0 30 29 0 0 0 &

0 0 9 7 0 © Lo 4

0 o0 o .0 0 © 0 0

0 ¢© 0 O~ 0 0 0 0

0 0 39 36 0 0 L 12

A A
CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

OPERATICIAL RESULTS

1. (C) Results.

Sortics Tiroops Cargo Eneiry Strurctures Sendpans
Lnit _Tlown Lifted Idfted (Tons) _KEA Dam Dest Dam Dest
17th CAG HHC 948 927 8
‘0lst Avn Co 5497 13398 TR
+ (5Cth Avn Det)
e e e amme s At a—— st v e ——— ——— . .
L7on CAG 6445 14325 €0
7, (C) Losses.
< z
Aircraft Lost Aircralt Damaged
Unit Type Nr Iype ir
L7th CAC JHC UHL 1™ UKl 1
20lst Avn Co UH1E 1 UHLH A
17th CiC 2 5

* Operational recults are reported as combined totals by the 2Clst Avn 0o
2n¢ the 58th Awva Det,
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* CONFIDENTIAL

AIRCRAFT 3TATUS AS OF 30 AFRIL 196S

OH=6A UH-1B UH-1D UH=-1H U-6A U=-2]A
Unit Auth O Auth O . Auth OH  Auth OH  Auth OH  Auth CH
17th CAG HEC 3 1 o 2 1 0 2 2
201lst Avn Co L 2 7 6 A yA
58th Avn Det 2 2 2 z

. . -

17th CAG TOTALS 7 3 0 2 1l © 9 ©& 2 2 6

o
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