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CONFIDENTIAL
Di!PART1AHL1r OF THE AR1if

H-ADQUARTiRS IST INFANPRY DIVISION
APO 96345

iVDB-T (MD) 15 May 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Ist Infantry Division for Period Ending
30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

SZ DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Section 1. Operations: Significant Activities,

a. (C) Introduction.

(1) The Ist Infantry Division, during the reporting period, continued in
the performance of its general missions:

(a) Destruction of main force VC/NVA forces, equipment, and base camps.

(b) In conjunction with GVN forces, the identification and destruction of
local force VC and infrastructure in order to provide a secure environment to
further GVN control over the area and people.

(c) Overwatch of the TAOI.

(d) Assistance in the training and improvement of GVN forces.

(e) Area preparation (construction and destruction).

(2) Within the overall framework of these general missions, the principal
missions for the reporting period have been:

(a) Reinforce An Loc/Quan Loi/Song Be area.
(b) Target against base areas 359, 360, and 356.

(c) Detect and destroy enenV forces approaching Saigon through the Iron
Triangle-Phu Cong-Di An-Tan Uyen Zone.

(d) With a miim of one battalion, protect the Capital Military Dist-

rict from the east and northeast (infiltration and rocket attack).

(e) Within the TAOI, coordinate the security of US installations, rein-
force Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces security of key bridges and installat-
ions, respond to VC/NVA attacks against allied installations, camps, and hes~quarters.

(f) Support the Government of Vietnam Revolutionary Development Progra

by conducting military operations within the TAOI in coordination with and
support of the 5th ARVN Division, Capital Military District, and respective
provinces.

(g) l'haintain security of major lines of communications within the TAOI
(Hwy 13-Rt Iron; Hwy 314,16-Rt Lead; Hwy 7B,2A, 1A-Rt Zinc; Saigon By-Pass).

(3) The 'operational trends of the period, based on command guidance, ex-
perience factors, and the changing tactical environment, remain the sne as in
th previous reporting period:

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED
(a) Night operations. NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN

(b) Maintaining contact. NATIONALS

FoR oTeT 07"OWNGU AT 3 YEAR INUIVALS;
69 ;L~t9CONFIDENTIAL OW UM ATR 12 YEARS;
Inclosure D$D D520E.10, U OR 5200.10
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(c) Small unit operations.

(d) "P.;!e-on" Tactics.

(e) Thorough search,

() B-52 'exploitation.

b. (C) Personnel and administration.

I) Personnel:

(a) Strength OFF WO IM AGG
Authorized 1 Feb 69 1076 181 15808 17065
Authorized 30 Apr 69 107.5 191 15993 17259
Assigned 1 Feb 69 1144 166 16381 17691
Assigned 30 Apr 69 1093 182 16080 17355

(b) Gains, qualifications, and status:

1 Enlisted:

A Replacements received: 4514

b Outstanding requisitions: Sr Enl Grades: 05C4P (I), 11B40 (10), 11C40
(5), 11F40 (2), 11050 (5), 131340 (2), 13E40 (I), 91B40 (2), 94B40 (10), L6 and
below: (Feb 177, Mar 459, Apr 293) due to shortfall total: 929.

a Credits: None

d Qualifications: None

2 Officer:

a Repladement3 received: 21,4

b Outstanding requisitions: 0

c Credits: Ample replacements wer received for losses, however, a short-
age of Captains still exists in Combat Arms, particularly Infantry.

d Qualifications and status: Lieueant fill being received for requested
Captain requirements in Combat Arms.

(c) Losses:

1 Zhllsted: There were 4040 losses during the quarter due to reassigAne&5
wth.n Vietnam, rotations, TS, and board action.

2 Officers: There were 231 losses during the quarter due to reassignm ±
within 'ietnam, rotations, ETS, and board action.

(d) Losses due to casualties were as follows:

1 Feb OFF WO EM AGO

A 0 43
WIA 14 * 309 323
YIA 0 0 0 0
NBD 0 0 3 3
IBM 0 0 30 30

2
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2 L o0F WO &M AGG
KIA 3 0 r 70
,IlA 26 0 328 354
11EA 0 C 0 0
NBD 1 0 7 8
NBM 2 0 48 50

. Apr
KI lit5 1 '41 147
WIA 17 3 171 191
MLI 0 0 0 0
ND 0 2 9 11
NB'1 2 0 21 23

(e) 1 aintenanee of morale:

Awards and Decorations:

Modal of Honor 0
Distinguished Service Cross 4
Distinguished Service Modal 0
Legion of Merit 6
Silver Star 86
Distinguished Flying Cross 35
Soldierts Modal 15
Air Iedal Valor 16
Air Modal Merit 1750
Bronze Star Valor Z75
Bronze Star Merit 1224
Army Commendation Medal Valor 167
Army Commendation Medal Merit 1597
Purple Heart 1104
Certificate of Achievement

TOTALS 6279

(2) Discipline, Law and Order:

(a) There were j serious incidents and M AWOLs reported to the PM dur-
ing the period and U3 individuals were apprehended.

(b) There were . General Courts-Martial tried during the quarter. A total
of j5 records of trial for Special Courts-Martial and 13 records of trial for
Summary Courts-Martial were received for review

(3 Graves Registration: iuring the quarter there were 171 remains pr -
cossad and evacuated.

(4) Development and Maintenance of Morale:

(a) Chaplain: During the quarter there were 2087 religious services
ducted with a total attendance of 50284.

(b) During the quarter & out-of-countr, WR allocations were utili

(5) Civilian Personnel:

(a) As of the brd of the quarter the Division employed approximately 600
temporary hire local nationals on a daily basis.

(b) There were 1073 permanent hire local nationals employed at the end wf
',o quarter.

(6) Personnel Management: C

~CONFIDENTIAL
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(a) Infusion: In the mnoth of Mar 69 The Division conducted an infusion
program to alleviate a DEWOS hump in the Ist Hed Bn. The )ed Bn supplied the
field units within the Division with 36 LM who will DEOS in Sep 69 in return
frr 11 W-t with a DHOS after Sep 69. Replacements from the replacement stream
were also provided to Ist 'ed Bn to correct the problem of heavy losses in the
month of Sep 69.

(b) Infantry Personnel: To alleviate the comand.-wide shortage of ,H hold-
ing a PKiS of 1 IB/C/H, USUIW has directed a 5 increment levy of F& holding these
PbSs as a PMDS from support commands throughout RVN. The st Infantry Jivision
to date has received 102 EM in the 1st and 2nd increment. it is anticipated
that the Ist Inf Div will receive a total of 250 EM in this levy.

(c) Operations:

(i) Gneral: The 1st Infantry Division concluded its participation in Op-
eration Teen Thang (Complete Victory), Phase II, on 16 Feb 69. Phase II had
begun on 31 iray 68. Operation Toan Thang, Phase III, began on 17 Feb 69 and
continues as of the close of the reporting period. All organic units and those
OPCON to the Division are invulvod. Tactics have consisted of both unilateral
and combined reconnaissance-in-force and night ambush operations designed to
destroy enemy z.ciitary forces within the TACI and to control land areas to in-
clude population and resources. Lxtonsivo land clearing operations continue in
the vicinity of Lai Khe and along the Phuoc Vinh-Phuoc Binh Road. Routo secur-
ity operations continue along Hwy 13. Responsibility for ovcratch of ARVN act-
ivities and Vietnamese government installations in the Division's adjusted TAOI
continues through this reporting period. Pacification missions assigned in con-
junction with the Accelerated Pacification Program and its follow-up program,
both being GVN efforts toward accelerated improvement of territorial security
and elimination of thc.VC Infrastructure, continue to be of high importance in
the period.

(2) Force Disposition: (a) Major adjustments in force disposition occurred
tn 5 lir 69 when operational control of the 11th ACR was transferred from 1st
Inf ntry Division to 1st Cay Div (A/:) and on 12 iMar 69 with return of the Ist Bde,
it Inf Div, to the Quan Loi/Song Be area of operation. See 1. C. (5) (d) a
and 1. C. (5) (e), respectively, for discussion of these adjustments.

(b) The Ist Bde generally provided 1 US battalion and 1 ARVN battalioH to
Song Be road opening operations in Feb 69 and 1 to 2 infantry battalions to op-
erations in tie Trapezoid, also in Feb 69. In Mar and Apr 69 the brigade em-
ployed I infantry and I mechanized battalion in operations in the Quan Loi/An
Lee/Song Be area. One mechanized battalion was committed to Song Be road opcn-
ing operations in mid-April 69.

(c) The 2d Bde generally employed 3 battalions in the southern portior. e

the TAOI. The battalions supported the pacification pogram in the form of:
poi',ulation control and rice denial operations in the Ui M/hu Loi area in.
.,ordination with ARVN/GVN forces in the area, (2) the hampering of ene.

_ .tics operations in the area, and (3) neutralization of VI in the area.

(d) The 3d Bde generally employed 3 to 4 battalions in the vicinity o:
Kho, Ben Cat, An Dien, and Chanh Luu in Feb 69. The brigade conducted offei
oper&tions in these areas to delect and destroy VC/NVA forces and caches, e
siva ambush operations to interdict infiltration, combined operations with 1.
8th ARVN Regt, and p.cification, rice denial, and VCl elimination opwrations
particularly in An Diaj/Chanh Luu. In Mar 6P the brigade employed 1 armored
and I - 2 infantry battalions in Operation Atlas Wedge in the Michelin Plantat-

,n. In erly Apr 69 the brigade provided 1 armored and 1 infantry battalion
to Operation Atlas 1 ow ar in the Michelin Plantation and in late Apr 69 4 infan-

*: battalions to Operation Plainsfield ,iarrior in the Trapezoid. Security
.o-ong Hwy 13 was provided by an infantry company (-) and a mechanized infantry

rad an armor platoon.

4
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(u) The lth ACR in Fob 69 provided 2 cavalry squadrons and 1 infantry batt-
alion to searching out and destroying enonr troops, base camps, and cachos in
tho Catchers "itt area; inturdicting infiltration routes from the Catchers hitt
and dar Zone D; conducting aggressive pacification programs in the Lam Son area;
secur4ng and outposting Latvral Hwy 16 and IA; and conducting VCI neutralization
in the Lam Son area. In Mar 69 the 11th ACR provided 2 cavalry squadrons to Op-
eration Atlas dlodge in the Michelin Plantation. In Apr 69 1 cavalry squadron and
1 infantry battalion were employed in tho same mannor as in Fob 69.

(f) Inclosuro 3 provides a detailed description of force disposition by batt-
alion size unit.

(3) Land Clcring Operations;

(a) uring tho period the 60th LCC and 984ioh LCC from 62d Engineer Batta3 irn,
20th Engineer Brigade, were in direct support to 1st Inf Div for directed larA
clearing operations. The following acres and areas were cleared:

i Phucc "'inh-Phuoc binh Road: 267 acres - 60th LCC; 1187 acres - 984th LZC.

2 Lal Khe East: 4464 acrea - 984th LCC; 581 acres - 984th LCC.I Lai Khe West: 6192 acres - 60th LCC.
During the same period the Ist Enginor Battalion cleared 1726 acreu in the Div-ision area.

(b) Phuoc Vinh to Phuoc Binh Road Opration:

. Road opening operations from Phuoc Vinh to Phuoc Binh continued during
this period. Phase I of the operation, land clearing and road repairs, was com-
ploted to Dong Xoai on 6 Fob 69. 1st Bde exercised overall control of the oper-
ation. Security was provided by 1/28 Inf and 1/7th ARVN Battalion. The road
upgrade was performed by the 301st ARVN Engr Bn from 30th ARVN Engr Gp.

2 On 18 Apr 69, units began moving to ong Xoai to resume the road oper.ng
opoeration. Again 1st Brigade, 1st .,nf Div Provided command headquarters, and
.security forces were 1/16th Inf (M)(-' and one troopi 1/4 Cay. 7th ARVN Regt
was co-located with lst Bde to coordinate and control ARVN security forces. On
21 Apr, the 984th LCC began land clearing operations north of Dong Xoai, and the
301st ARVN Engr Bn began upgrading road JA north of Dong Xoai enroute to Phuoc
BiKi.

3 At the end of the reporting period, the operation was about 5 KM bolO"
Bunard, and the forward positions were preparing to displace from Dong Xopo '.,
Buhrd

(4) Operation Toan Thang, Phase II: (a) At the close of the previous
Senv activity within the TAOI was described as light and sporadic, This
!on continued through the early part of Feb, 69 as enenv activity continued
ivels with scattered exceptions. This was attributable to force conserva"
tactics by the enemr as he prepared for future offensive action.

1 One of the few exceptions to the situation described above was the en
initiated attack against FSPB Or-in vic Xr628504 on I Feb 69. k~arly in the
ning there were indications of the activity which was to come when Recon/1
sighted 100 VC whom they engaged with artillery, light fire teams, and "Spo:',.
aircraft. A later search of this area located 1 VC KIA, 1 82mm nrtnr bipid, -.-c.
1 50 cal W3 tripod. At 0010 hours the contact intensified when the FSPB began to
:-eeeive fire, later estimated to be approximately 15u rounds of mixed 82 and 60m-
r-,tar fire and 100 rounds of RPG and rifle grenade fire. At 0120 an 11th Avn Bn
,unship was shot down while supporting the contact. Contacts in and around the
p.sition continued sporadic'lly throughout the night with B/I-26 Inf being in-
,!,,rted into the area at 0230 hours to reinforce elements of 1-28 Inf. In addit-
ion to the results previously mentioned there ",re a totul of 2 US KIA and 33 US

CONFIDENTIAL
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WIA while the enemy force, later identified as elemonts of the 101st NVA Regt,
suffered 24 NVA/VC KLk and loss of 2 K50 rifles, 4 AK47s, 1 LMH, and miooulla.
oous munitions, equipmont, and !ociumnts.

On 3 Fob eloonnts of the 11th ACR OPCON to the 1st Uivlaion engaged in a
series of productive contacts v.hilo operating in the Catchers Mitt. Contact was
initiated by the Aero Rifle Platoon at approximately 1230 hours vicinity XB817457
with an unknown size eneny force. As the cort act doveoocd it was reinforced,
initially by a cavalry troop, and later by C/i-18 Inf. he contaot broke at 1815
hours with cumulative results being I US KIA, 5 US WIA and 15 VC KIA, 3 VC KDA,
7 VC PIys, .1 M16 rifle, I CHICOM LNG, and 2 Ai47s captured,

Another engagement of note occurred on 8 Feb 69 with the 1-16 Inf while
operating in the Iron Triangle. A small contact initiated with 2 VC vicinity 2
712250 in a tunnel complex continued throughout the afternoon culminating in dis-
covory of a regimental size hospital and a large quantity of medical supplies vic-
inity V713246. There were 7 US WIA in the sngagements while the enemy lost 2 VJ
KL, 3 VC Bis, and 6 detainees. A total of 3 AK47s, I SKS, 2 9mm pistols, and
miscellaneous documents and food supplies were captured.

A A significant cache was uncovered by 2-18 Inf on 12 Feb 69 while conducting
reconnaissance-in-force operations vicinity YS045914. It contained 4 French MIS-
36 rifles, I -US shotgun, 1 CHIOOM K50 SEG, I Thompson SIC, I French MAT 49 SD,
13 CHICOM type 53 rifles, and 30 German Hausers plus nnitiors and documents.

3 On 14 Feb 69 elements of and OPON to tha 11th ACR enjoyed a lucrative day
while conducting operations in the Catchers Mit*. A mid-morning contact of the
Aero Rifle Platoon vicinity XV988322 was developed with reinforcement by elements
of the 2-28 Inf and 3-11 Cav and resulted in 10 V KIA and 2 VC Ns. The 2-28
Ln-f, OPOON to the 11th ACR, engaged an unknown number of VC in a night ambush
action with a subsequent search of the area revealing 4 VC KIA and 2 AK47s, I
CHICOU carbine, and I RPG-7 launcher captured.

A In another successful ambush action on 17 Feb the 2-28 Inf ongagd a small
enemy force vicinity IT102348. The contact broke quickly and an area search re-
velod 2 VC KL, 3 AMU7s, 1 RPG-2 launcher, and munitions and personal equipment.

(b) At the direction of II Field Force, lietnam, the let fIr Div concluded
Phase II of Operation Toan hang effective 162400 Feb 69. Aho cumulative results
of Operation Toan Thang, Phase II, were as follows:

. US, 394 KL., 2800 WLI, 2408 wL\ (evac), 71 tanks, 81 ACAVs, 2 dusters, 4
lowboys, 21 rome plows, 3 VTRs, 3 ? ton trucks, 3 5 ton trucks, 1-105 Howitz-r,
2 AVLBs, 34 helicopters, 1 V 7-2j ton trucks, 1 Zippe, 1-814i mortar, 1. '.
ton truck, 1-ton truck, 1-4.2mm mortar, 1-8" howitzer. damaged; 10 heliuopc-in
2 VTRs, 99 ACAVs 2 ammo carriers, 5 rome plows, 2-3/4 ton trucks, 14 ton - .
22 tanks, 1 (0-1) aircraft, 4-2j ton trucks, 3-1j ton trailere, 1-155mm ho':
datroyed.

bnemy: 2685 KIA (BC), 979 KIA (Pose), 262 captured, 50 ralliers, 2,
detainees, 1568 individual weapons, 231 crew served weapons, 318399 SA ro.
5236 at mines, 4281 grenades, 1879 apers mines, 2915 FPG rounds, 4304 mrt:.
rounds, 481 tons rice, 11967 bunkers, 1130 lb. explosives, 38.9 tons food st
85 rockets captured/destroyed.

(5) Operation Toan Thang, Phase III: (a) The third phase o this operWtt'..
commenced effective 170001 Fob 69 with the same organization, mission, dnd area
of operation as the preceding phase.

I A significant engagement occurred with the 1-28 Inf at FSPB Oran on 21 Feb
9 when a Co D ambush patrol engaged in the early morning hours vicinity ZF665495

a amall VC force. The 5 minute contact resulted in 7 VJ KIA and 5 AKT47s, 2-60m
rnrtar tubes, I RPG launcher, and several pounds of muitions captured. Later in
the morning Co D engaged and killed another VC in the same locotion. Activity at

6
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Oran continued at moderato levels on 22 Fob 69 and presaged events to follow,
At 1400 hours vie Xr580466 Co B engaged 15 - 20 VC with artillery. The evading
enemy unit was engaged by another element of Co B with a result of 4 VC KIA. Con-
tact continued sporadically in thu area throughout the afternoon and evening with
a total of 5 US WIA and 2 VC KIA with 2 j%47s captured.

(b) The long awaited enemy offensive vas 4nitiated on 23 Feb 69 as enemy act-?
ivity, increased sharply along with attacks by fire against US base camps and in'-
stallations. The let Infantry Division Headquarters at Lai Khe was one of the
first targets as, between 0235 - 0300 hours on 23 Feb 69, the camp received 10
rounds of 107rm rocket fire and 30 - 40 rounds of 82mm mortar fire resulting in
US KIA and 12 US JIA with Lvderate 4amage to several buildings and vehicles.
Three additional 107m rocke rounds and 8-82mm mortar rounds were received at
0630 hours with no personeal casualties. NDP Seminole (X5979961) and FSPB Holiday
Inn (XT908325) were also hit by indirect fire attacks on this initial morning of
enemy offfensive.

1i The earlier mentioned activity around FSPB Oran continued on.23 Feb 69 as
4 ambush positions engaged .small size enemy forces at various times with total
results keing 7 VC KIA with 1 AK47 and I S(S rifle captured.

& also on 23 Feb the 2-18 Inf, while operati'g vicinity of Thu uc with C/2-
16 Inf and.A/1-18 Inf OPCON, achieved very satisfactory results in a series of
daylig4t engagements. At 1100 hours Co D engaged a small :rce vie 4r883026 res-
ulting in 2 VC killed and the capture of I AK47 and 1-60m mortar base plate. At
1400 hours Recon/2-18 Inf lo~ated a small cache of 3 M-i rifles, 1 carbine, and 3
SKS rifles at XT884037. The largest contact of the day occurred approximate)l
the sawme time as Co A initially received fire from 7 or 8 VC. Lasting approximate-
ly 5 hours and reinforced by Co C, this qradic action vie XS978947 resulted in
3 US WIA,with 16 VC KIA, 8 VC captured, I rallier received, and 3 individual wea-
pons captured..

'2 Again on 24 Feb 69' at 1350, 1800, and 1945 hours Lai .Khe Base Camp. receiveq
4 rounds of 107mn rocket, 5-10 rounds of 82m mortar, and 1 round of 82mm.ortar
fire iespecttb.y. 'here were 2 US wounded in the attacks.

Feb ..The 2-18 Inf aghin found itself actively engaged in the Thu Duc area on 25
69 with a uoncentration of contacts and dightings occurring via YSO0949. Am-

bikah' patrols from the unit, located on tributaries off the Dang Nai River in this
area, engaged .lete the 23 Feb,ind early 24 Feb 69 a t6tal of 5 sampan iresulting.
in the capturg of several weapons and sizeable amounts of explosives. Contdcts
throughout 24 Feb 9 vic YS008725 witl VC forces. attqempting to move supplies., both
by watei' and along overland routes, resulted in destruction of significant am)unti
of equipment along with capture of 5 AK47sp 1 RPG launcher, .and 1 Browning '
cooled M.

On 25 Feb 69 Lai Khe base camp received 1-107m rocket and 8-10 round- ,.
82'nmcrtar at 0200 -hours resulting in "11 US WIA.

.. 6 Still n 25 Feb 69 the 11th ACR Aer6 Aifle Platoon, reinforced by a
of ,F72-11 Cai vie Xr8234I2 engaged an un. own size enemy .force for two hour.
ulting in 0 VC KIA a id 1 VC .. ,

Z' The'2-18 Inf continued to experidnee significant contact in its area
eration vicinityof :Thu Duo-on 26 Feb, the fourth active day in this nomau2.
quiet arda., In three separate contacts -, - Co A at YS006955, Co A at YS02793t -
and Co" D at-XS877987 -- - therd were a total, of 11.VC KIA(BC) 'and 2 VC KIA(Poss),
VC P1J, and 2'AK47s. captured,. . .

8 On 27 Feb 69 the 1-28 I f again executed one of its many successtul-ambushe,
:'ing this period, At 2100 hours a Co D ambush sprung on an estimated enemy squa
-.h a search ;ocating 7 VO KIA, 2 individual weapons, and blood trails indicating

4 addim VC XIA(Poss).

7
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Still on z7 Feb the 2-28 Inf with D/1-I I OPCON, unoovorrd one of the more
significant cachea of the period in the western Catchers "itt vic XT867500. It
contained 29. AK7s, 48280 rounds AK.? ammunition, 3 CHICOM YMs,. 2 IG carriers, 3
'.G barrels, 2 RPG launchers, 9 CHICOM carbines, 3 SKS rifles, and sizuable armunts
of rocket .and mortar ammunition.

IQ 'In the early evening of 27 Feb Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol team 8j,
unior OPCON of the 3d Bdo, experienced a Sruolling and difficult evening when
damage to radios resulted in loss of coimmnicatigns throughout the night. The
inItial VC .attaok against the team, which caused the dpnago to the radios, also
inflicted 3 US KIA and 3 US WIA on the 7 man team. Aircraft atteptod to estab-
lish contact with the team throughout the night. At 0800 hours an aircraft on
low -level .reconiaissancc sighted signal mirrors and soke, signals by the badly
mauled team. A radio was dn.vpod to the team who requested extrhction which was
accomplishod during the morning under enoqr fire. The team was credited with 3
VC KIA

.U Finally this period. of intense aptivity of late Fobruary was concluded with
a 2 Feb-F/2-11 .Cnv engaguein, with'g 5 .3 fneno in a base cap. Light fire teamr
and tactical air strikes supported, aldng with reinforcements by H& E/2-11. Fina
results were 20 VC KIA and 7 VC Fis with 1-75wa RR, 12 AK)?s, and zmunitions rnd
foodstuffs captured. Later search of the genoral .area located an additional 6
individual woapons. A hero were 4 US wounded in the- engagemont.

(c) The entire month of March was marked by sizoablo increase in onamy act-
ivity as.the VC and NVA attempted to. sustain their -inter-Spring uffensive. This
increcsud level of activity wap particularly notable in the number of attacks by
fire ag'inst base camps and installations. For example, Lai Khe base caup receive(
11 separate attacks by fire in Mar 69. Attacks by fire also increased significant-
ly at Quarn Loi. as might be expected from the increased lovel of activity, enenv
body count credited to the 1t Division leaped to 720, a figure which haL not bean
"achieved since the barly months of 1968.

(d) The first half of Mar 69 roseblod. very much the previous month in type
of tactics oaployed by the ivision. Tactics consisted of aggressi-p" reconnais-
sacme -in-forc'e and extensive night patrol operations to: %1) deny enem base area
utili,,ation, (2) interdict ,VC/NVA infiltration south, (3) disrupt oneuV logistical
opsrations, snd (4) hamper enemy rocket and mortar activity in the Bion Hoa - Si
itochet Bolt through both ground and air reconnaissance,

.j-. On 4 har 69 the 11th ACR, while oparating in the Catchers Hitt, encount-
cr elements of the 96th Arty Rert in a bunker complex vie XT95=420. The contact
i-itially established by Aero Rifle Platoon, was reinforced by D/2-28 Inf and L &
IV3-11 .ay and lasted through the major part of the day. Cumxlativo results o:*
,l uz.ts were ? US WIA with 23 VC killed and 12 VC captured. In addition, 2..; ".
mortar .tubes wore seized.

2 On 5 Mar the 1-11 Cay (-) moved overland from Bien Hoa to the Catcher
=rea to ioin elements of the 3-11 Cay in their OPON status with Ist Infant
ion. !So 2-11, Cay, in this exchange,. moved to an area of opertion vic ,;

. Throughout this period of early bar the 1,h Inf, operating in ahd
FSPB Oran, continued to inflict casualties on enemy forces with numerous sma.
bush contacts on an almost daily basis." Characteristic of such days was the
lar 69.when a Co D ambush patrol engaged and killed a 3 man VC group at 0230
vie Xr597587 and captured a 9am pistol and 2 K4? rifles. On the same evoning a
Co C patrol ambushed 3 - 5 VC %ic Xr63%4, killing .3 and capturing 1 AK47 rifle.

1 However, on 9.Mar 69 eneW activity around FSPB Oran reflected iso ld do-
p rture from the previous pattern of movement in small elements. At 0045.hours a

A ambush sighted and eignged approximately 100 VC vie X591539 with artillery
th undotermined results. Later at 0400 hours the patrol permitted 20 VC noving

f-on north to south to enter-the kill zone of the ambus)'. This extremely success-
ful op ration resulted in 17 NVA KL. with 5 AK7s, 2-9grm pistols, I SKS -',fle, and

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
AVDB-T (NID) 15 t'oy 19o7
SU DJ:CJ: Operational Ropqrt of let Infantr- Jivision for Period L-nding

30 April 1969, HCS CSFUR-65 (RI) (U)

miscellaneous documents and equipment captured. The results wore achieved withuut
the loss of a single US soldier and are testirn' to thu well refined 'u h-
niques which the b-ttraiQn had developed in this extended period of operation -.t
FSPB Oran. On 9 Mar 69 the 1-28 Inf comtenced disestablishiront of FSPB Oran and
bog,n establishing FSPB Lo.'raine vie X70O8408.

A sizeable cache was uncovered on 9 liar 69 by olemente of 3-11 Cay at X!
882499. It contained .11 RPG rounds, 15-2,75"1 rockets, 12-107=m ruckets, 11 L1G5
3 AKJ4(7 rifles, 1-82mm mortar tube, 24-60mm mortar rounds, plus munitions and m1ll
arns rmuaition.

6 Another smaller ca..,e was discovered on 11 Mar 69 by 2-16 Inf vic XT873198
containing 4 US c'rbines, 1 SKS rifle, and 1-82mm mortar tube with eight and biped

(e) Yajor adjustmonts in TAOI boundaries occurred within the lot Inf.ntry Div.
ision in mid-March. During the previous reporting period, the arrival of the 1st
Cay Div (A1) in the III CTZ resulted in lst Infantry Division boundary adjustmentc
(eo 1. c. (4). A. (b) of 1 Nov 68 -31 Jan 69- ORL).. on 12 hear 69, the 1st D'o,
1st Inf 'liv, moved back into, Quan Loi/dong Be are. to assume the area of operation
which it had previously relinquished. AO boundaries reverted to those of the per-
iod prior to the Nov 68 arrivl of the lst Cay Div (.M). The move was precipitatq,
by the fact that the 3d Bdo, 1st Cav Div (Al), was operating in the Quan Li/Soig'
Bo area with control of tne 2-2 Inf, lst Inf iv (OPCON) and a battalion from its,
parent division. heanwhile 6 of the lot Cay Siv (AlM) battalions were being con-
trolled by a single brigade headquarters in the Tay Ninh-Dau Tieng-nh n'hnh arer.
In order to affect a more normal distributionof control headquarterb the 3d Bde,
let Cay Div (AM) assumed responsibilities for a portion of the battalion force *
previously mentioned and established its command post temporarily at Lai Khe. The
1st de, 1st Inf 0iv, moved from Lai Khe to ;.an Loi and assumed control "of 2-2
Inf which reverted from OPW0N to lst Cav Viv (AM) and 1-2 Inf (-) which reverted
from OPOON to YAC.

i On 14 lar 69 one of the more successful single engrements of the month
occurred with A/2-28 lf in the Catchers Mitt .area. A night ambush patrol from
the unit eng:ged an enemy force on a trail vie IT089373. 'the force was later
identified ar an element of the 174th Regt, 5th 'Div. The contact broke quickli
as the enerV attempted to evade; however, an ambush site search uncovered 13 VC K.!
and 5 AK47 rifles. There were. no US casualties.

(f) The later part of March 69 was marked by one of the largest operations
mounted by the 1st Infantry ivision *in several months. Named Operation Atlau
")edge, this was to be a combined 1st Infantry Division, let Cay Div (A), 25th In-
farnry Division operation commencing 18 M-;.r 69 and di, acted against element! of of
7th NVA Division in the area in and around the Michel '. nubber Plantation. -- r.
ticipating Vivision units were the 3d Bdo with 1-4 Car, 1-2$ Inf, and 1-18 .
with supporting elements including artillery, The OPON "11th ACR committe
nents of the 1-11 Cay, 3-11 Cay along with portions of 2-28 Inf under its O
from 1st Inf Div.

I rhe starting date of 18 1.ar 69, a day earlier than the scheduled op.
date of 19 Mar 69, was dictated by contact in the Michelin on 17 hor 69.
ACR Air Cay Trp, while reconning the operational area on thls date sighted
imated two enenV companies vic X586541. After permission to engage was set
the target was hit with light fire teams, artillery, and tactical air strik,
throughout the morning resulting in 30 VC K h and 15 VC KIA (Poss).

2 Participating units moved into the operatioa area on 18 Mar 69 with soy-
oral-heavy engagements occurring almost at once. 1he first unit 'in contact was
:.gin the 11th ACR Air Cay Trp which,,hn working throughout the centr,- and north-
e' Michelin, engaged sporadically through the day various large groups of enemy

-th final result in body count being 39 VC KIA and 12 VC KIA (Poss) . In additioz
. ,.nty tactical air strikes were flown in support of contacts, resulting in 10 VC

!'LA (Poss). Ilso on this date M/3-11, while moving through an area vie 15755.55,
nr t and engaged an unknoun size enery force. There were 34 INA KIA and 5 NVA PF c
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in the contact while 2-5Q cal K~s, 1. CHICOM LW, and 1 RPG-2 launcher were capturot
The enemy was identified as elements of the 320th Regt, 7th NVA Div. Still on the
same dV B, C, D/I-11 ongaged in a brief but intense 10 minute contact vic XT6OO51
with friencly forces killing 24 of the enemy at a cost of 4 US WIA. The final act
cf significance on 18 Mar was a successful ambush engagomdnt by C/1-18 Inf south-
west of the Hichelinvic Xr596470. .neW forces walked into the killing zone of a
platoon from this unit, were engaged, apd imnediately began counter ambush tech-
niques by assaulting. The abortive effort cost the force 13 VC KIA with 8 AK47s
and I RPG launcher captured. There was I US killed and 7 wounded.

3 The day of 19 Mar 69 saw two significant engagements, both involving elo-
ments of the 11th ACR. In the late aftrnoon B/i-il Cav again encountered groups
uf the 320th Rogt, 7th NVA Div, via XT552521 and killed .23 of them while capturing
1 who identified his unit. Also M/-I I Cay encountored an uniown number cnurt7
Vic Xr562576 at approximately 1800 hours. Contact was maintained into the early
ovening hours of darkness with 24 NVA. being killed and 1 captured.

k, Activaty reached its most intense level on the following day 20 Mar 69 as
heavr fighting broke out at approximately noon vic X595575 and involved the 11th
ACR's Aero Rifle Platoon,,M & L/3-11 Cay, and.A/1-5 Cay OPCON from the 1st Cay Diy
(AN). Cumulative results :or this 6 hour engagement were 74 VC KIA with 48 indiv,.
idual weapons captured. US forces suffered 1 killed and 12 wounded.

Activity tapered off in the operational area with only scattered small sizo
contacts until 28 Far 69. On this date the enomy launched an indirect fire and
ground attack against FSPB Dec vie IT613520. 'The field location was established
for supporting artillery and was being secured by 1-4 Cay at the time of the attap
The ground assault by an enemy force estimated to be in excess of 1 compar in
strength cost 10 VC KIA with 2 RPG launchers crptured. Friendly forces suffered
5 kc.l1ed and 24 wounded from all causes,

6 Finally on 30 Mar 69 the 1-4 Cay, Uhich.had moved into the Michelin Plan-
tation after departure of 11th ACR elements, engaged various size eneav forces in
bu keri who attempted to evade throughot the day.* Contacts centered vic Xr56055!
with cumulative enemy losses being 79 VC KIA and 2 VC captured. A total of 22 AX
Is7s, .I CHIC014 W., and 1-60am mortar complete were captured. Total US casualties,
to include those suffered by D/i-11 OPODN to 1-4 Cav, were 12 killed and 19 wounde

Operation Atlas wedge was terminated on 2 Apr 69 with departure of the 1-4
Cay from the area, although.the 1-28 remained in the vicinity of the Michelin at
FSPB Picardy at X7659492 for some time after termination. Official results from
the opration were: US:' 20 KIA, 100 WIA. VC: 421 KMI, 16 PWs, 115 KIA (Pose),. '
captured: 12 RPG launchers, 1 1,14 rifle, 1 M1 carbine, 80 AK47s, 21 5SK rif'..es:
3 heavy. Ms, 1-12.7m AA IV, 1-120=z mortar tube w/tripod, 1-60m mortar c' i.
I-&m T mortar tube, 13, 0O lbs of rice, and miscellaneous documents, munit'-.
and equipment.

(g) Although the let Infantry 1ivision's attention did center on Oper."'
bAtis ,ledge during the later half of kkarch, there wAs one engagement of w'.
-18 nf in performing its Thu Duc installation security missions, On 28

at noon vic XS940948 an estimated 30 .C .were encountered znd later identif"
rebers of the 4th Bn, Thu Due Regt. The 3 hour fight resulted in 10 .C K
V Fs with 2 CHIXM pist6s captured.

(h) The first part of Apil was characterized by a low level of enemy
while ene7 main force units remained in.a.standdown posture. COS compl..:
assessment of the Winter-prirng vfi nsive and a captured document provided '.Za...
on their findings. The offen-sive was reviewed as a political success with onLy
l'-ited militaryachievement,;. In the onemy's words one of the major success'es

r, s'to "tencourage the anti-'tar movement in the U.S.'" Current intelligence as of
-Y 69 indicates that the main force units are preparing to increase their of fen-

,Ave operations, and this. is tome out by several occur.ees in late April descri
"low.

1 One of the last significant engagements of the onen's offensive oc-urree
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on 4 Apr 69 after the closo of Operation Atlas Wedge. Trp L/3-11 Cay while con-
ducting rooonnaissane-in-forco operations in the Catchers Mitt4 vic XT918388, on-
gaged an enemy force of sizeable proportions. The mid-afternoon contact was rein-
forced by Trp K/3-11 Cav and resulted in 25 eneno killed with 4 AK47s, 1 LMG, and
1 ID card printing press among the more roteworthy items captured. There wore 2
US vIA.

2 'rhe remaining actions in early April were small scattered contacts resultia
from extensive anbushing and the uncovering of small caches. As an example of thi
type activity, the 10 Apr 69 contact of Trp A/I-1i Cay in the southi'mstorn Catcher
Mitt vic V859329 lasting some 20 minutes resulted in I onerg killed, 3 PW8, and :
the.uncovering of a small cache containing 2 AK47s, 2 RPG launchers, 2 US carbinep1 BAR, 5 SKS rifles, and 1 shot gun.

(i) On 10 April the let Infantry Division launched Operation Atlas Power, agL,

-in the Kichalin Plantation, with major maneuver elements being 1-28 Inf and 1-4 Cc
under OPCON of 3d Bdo. The enemy had shown a propensity to return to an area of
!peration immediately upon departure of US forces; this was particularly so in the
acholin during Operation Atlas Wedge in late March. Operation Atlas Power was

mounted in an attemt to once again take advantage of that.propeanity on the part
of the enemy. This had been done successfully during the previous Atlas Wedge whe
brces moved out of the ichelin briefly to allow it to refill with enery forces.

The operation coumnened with the 1-28 Inf occupying blocking positions
northeast of the Michelin in an attemt to intercept enemy movement as 1-4 Cay:
with Co B/2-34 Armr under its operational control, conducted roconnaissance-.a.n-
force in the area. The 1-28 Inf operated in the area with a CIDG company from tne
1inh Thanh Special Forces Detachment. This tactic continued until 12 Apr 69 when
1-,28 Inf establiphed FSPB G.-fsa vic Vr660579 from which both major maneuver ele-
nents operated for the remainder of the, exercise.along with Btry D/1-5 Arty.

2 The most significant engagement of the operaion occurred on 11 Jpr 69 as
Co B72-34 Arm, while operating vie Xr582537, encountered and engaged an eneror fore
entrenched in bunkers. A throe hour engagement sipported by ,-jht fire teams, art
illary, and tactical air strikes resulted in 11 enero killed and the capture of 2
RPG launchers, I AK47, and 1 CHICOM rifle. US forces lost 1 killed and 1 wounded,

3 Operation Atlas Power terminated on 15 Apr 69 with cumulative results as
follows. There were a total of I US KIA and 9 US WIIA. -nery losses were 30 KyI
with 14 individual weapons, 3 crew served weapons, and 1100 lbs of rice captured.

(j) Simultaneous with this operation was a major shift in task organization
in the 1st Infantry Division on 12 Apr 69. The 11th ACH transferred to the opern.
ional control of the 1st Cay Div (AW effective 12000 Apr 69. TF HcEnery :as 
signated, including 3/11 Cay and 2-28 Inf (-), and assumed responsibility f.
11th ACR Eea of operation in the Catchers Mitt (AD histang).

(k) Another event of note was the departure of the 1st Infantry uivis*
'n=,manding General, IG Orwin C. Talbott, on leave 15 Apr 69. BG Albeft H.
.'-,, the Assistant Division Commander for Maneuver, assumed temporary oom:
v;r.p Division and remains in that position as of the close of this reportir

(1) Only three days had lapsed from the conclusion of Operation Atlas
when the Ist Infantry Divicion launched, its third multi-battalion operation
reporting period. Named Plainsfield Warrior, -the operation was directed a,:
VC/NVA main fortes and elements of RSG83 *and SR-i reported to be located ir.

'Trapezoid. The operation opened on 18 Apr when four battalions, the 1-28 3l,
26 Inf, 2-16 Inf, and 1-4 Cay, launched air and ground assaults into areas in a.n_
around the Tr.pezoid.

J Although meeting with only moderate success in terms of eneEV killed, the
ration was successful in that the presence of the force did deny the ene7 the

,.se of this traditional area of operation for the period. The event of greatest
.ignificance was the seal of Binh Chua village 70 X555359 south.iest of the Mich

elin by the 2-16 Inf, 1-26 Inf, and the equivalent of I ARVN Bn. The seal broke
on 25 Apr and resulted in the elimination of 25 VC through capture or ki1l1'd in a
ion. II
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2 The second event was the first convoy ambush on Iy 13 in'the 1st Infbntry
ivi -iqn TOI sincu prior to the 1968 TLT offensive. it 1100 hours on 28 April 69

vit XT763748 northast of Minh Thsnh, the northbound o nvoy was engaged by an un-
known size enery foraca. Tho thirty minute contact was reinf6rcod by the Set Sect/
2-2 Inf and a Plat/B/2-2 Inf and supported by artillery, light fire teams, and tac-
tical air strikes. After the contact broke Co A/2..2 Inf and Co C/2-28 Inf were
inserted into blocking positions to the west of the highway in an attempt to inter-
cept the evading forces, There were 3 US- KIA and 11 US WIA in the ambush. tll of
the killed and 6 of the wounded wore mermors of the Ist Inf Div. rhere wore 4 P01.
tankers, 1-5 ton truck, 1 tPC, and 1 armored car damaged by enem fire. In addit-
ion I helicopter was destroyed and I helicopter heavily damaged as they flewI in
support of the engagement. Known ezomy losses were 11 NVA KIA, 1 NVA PW, 1 AK47,
and 1 RPG launcher captured. The eneom force was identified as an element of the
209th Regt, 7th NVA Div.

(n) The total results for Operation Toan Thang, Phase III, which began cn 17
Feb 69, for the lt Infantry Division assigned and OPCON units as of the close of
the reporting period are

1 US: 105 KIA, 770 WIA, 685 WIA (ovac), 27 ACAV/APCs, 7 generators, 2-2 ton
tankers, 2 Zippos, 34 helicopters, 19 rome plows, 20 tanks, 11-21 '.on trucks, 3-
3/4 ton trucks, 3-4 ton trailers, 1 cold storoge unit, I-M109 (155sp), 1 'ILB d=n-
age'.; 1 Zippo, 6 tanks, 1-5 ton truck, 1-3/4 ton truck, 19 ACAV/APCs, 6 r mee plows,
1 duster, 1 helicopter destroyed.

;2 Vnem: 1177 KIA (BC), 196 KIA (Poss), 108 captured, 20 ralliers, 1002 de-
taineos, 522 indiv weapons, 83 crw served weapons, 149364 SA rounds, 80 AT mines,
13791 apers mines, 727 grenades, 576 RPG rounds, 227 mortar rounds, 3100 bunkers,
27.5 tons of rice, 60 rockets, 547 lbs of explosives captured/destroyed.

(o) During the reporting period, 106-B52 strikes were employed in conjunction
with general operations. Combined operations Red Lightning I and II with the 25th
Div in Mar 69 in the Trapezoid area highlighted the period. The concept of this
type of operation was to plan multiple B-52 strikes on confirmed hard intelligence
targets; integrate tactical air, CBU, CS, and artillery fire support to channelizb
VC/NVA forces into B-52 kill zones; perform low level bomb damage assessment miss-
ionc and selective ground follow-ups simultaneously in separate ADs. The follow up
operations were designed to exploit the effects of the combined fires. Successful
in aestroying larger enemy base W staging areas, Red Lightning I and II were felt
to be instrumental in disrupting the effective initiation of the enemy offensive.

(6) Accelerated Pacification Campaign: (a) The date of 17 Feb 69 marked the
successful conclusion of the 1968 Accelerated Pacification Campaign (APC)whe.cin
a total of 63 hamlets taxgeted for pacification wore brought under effective G' !
control. II FF0R0EV again provided pacification guidance for the ist quart
1969. One of the documents included as guidance was a retransmission of a
sent to al Corps Cummanders from COHUSMACV establishing pacification as th,.
m..r" concern of US forces throughout Vietnam.

(b) In late Feb 69 the Big Red One published a Letter of Instruction (
.iding necessary guidance to organic and*OPCON units. The pacification '-

,a. stated in this I, directed that "pacification in calendar year 1969 wi>
considered an extens.en of the Accelerated Pacification Campaign. Tactids,
niou.s, and mthods applied in the APC will oantinme. Ist Infantry Division
thus provide necessary assistance to the GVN in order to achieve a "C" secu:.
4ter, rating according to Hamlet Evaluation System (WS) criteria, in all L

.d h=amlets within the Division TAOI. Regression is to be Areranted in the 63 .
lots upgraded in the APC in 1968."

(c) Tasks assigned to Ist -Division units to be performed in and in the vicin-
it-' of target hamlets were similar to those in the 1968 pacification canpaign, to

In close coordination and cooperation with province and district officials
US advisors, assist in upgrading and preserving the security of all targeted

, tos; provide building materials and other supplies as needed to GVN forces aft.
acvertaining non avilability in supply channels; conduct resource control operae.

12
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establish a a'-stem whereby targot hamlets can effect imediate notific.tion to US
sponsor units of VC olostation; provide a ready reaction force (RRF) for target
har.ilots; raintain continuous liaison with District Intelligence and Operations
Coordination Centers (DIDCC) and Province Intolli,,nce and Operations Coordinatiox
Centers (PIOCC) in the TADI to identify, toxget, and olir.inate the VC Infrastruct-
uro (VCI); conduct vigorous PSYOP and Civic Action programs; support the training
of Popular Self Defense Forces (PSDF); support village and hamlet elections by pro
viding security to the voting population; and, establish troop information prograr
to explain the purpose and techniques of pacification tonowly arrived personnel in
the Division.

(d) Division forces in support of pacification wore reduced to 11 battrlion
ecauivalonts after the loss of a battalion uquivalent to the Ist Cavalry u'ivision.
Due to expansion in the area of operations of the 1st Inf Div, responsibility for
pacification support was assumed in two additional provinces, Binh Long and Phuoc
Long. Responsibility was retained for districts within Bien Hoa. Gin uinhp a.nd
Binh Duong Provinces.

() The total nuiber of hamlets targeted for pacification in 1969 as-rocommcr
by the Province Chiefs, and approved by the Central Pacification and Developiwnt
Council in Saigon, totalled 109. After adding those hamlets already upgraded in
the 1968 APC, the lt Division was responsible for a grand total of 172 hamlets
within the TAOI. By the end of A-pril, onl.y 38 of the targeted hamlets rem-ined i"

. a contested or VC controlled category. Following is the list of target hwmlets,
with security ratings as of 31 harch 1969, in the lot Infantry Uivision TIDI.

Ist Brigade:
Scty

Province District Village Hamlet Category Coordinates

Binh Long An Loc Minh Duc Duc Vinh 3 E XT755804 J

Duc Tien D YT720817

Duc Thanh D XI720820

Duc Thirh D )r722826

Tan Phuoc Phuoe Thanh C X.90827

Van Hien B IIT807848

An My Soc Be D Xr759914

Tan Loi Soc Gon D =T81882

oe Trao D T817893

An Ninh Lich Leo D M80W867

Soc Trao B XT804873

An Phu Soo Du E X1T721900

Thanh Binh Bith Phu E X7138n.

Chen Thanh Minh Hoa Hoa My D X61o682

Phuoc Long Be Due Phuoc Lrc Phuoc Thien I 'D XU990305

Phuoc Thien 2 D XU985296

Chau knh 3 C XU963256

Phuoc Binh Song Giang Phuoc Binh A C YU133060

13
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Scty

Province District Villano Hamlot C Coordinates

Lorg Vion D J122085

Thuan Kien 4 C YU155115

An Luong C YU146115/

Hiou Thong A C YU 12436

Hieu. Thong B C YU122025

Hiou Thong C C YU128025

Son Thanh C YU63075

Ihuoc Qua Phuoc Vinh D YU152049

Phuoc Son D YU166043

Phuoc Qua A D YU185035

Phuoc Qua B D YU185035

Phuoc Loc D YU20047

Bu , ho Abandoned YU193105

Binh Duong Li Thiec An Son An Phu C Xr82,)80

An Thanh Thanh Hoa A C XT852103

Thanh Hoa B C Xr855104

Tharu Hoa C C XT847100

Thanh Binh C XT851112

Thanh Phu C X833103

Thanh Qui C IT839084

Thanh loi C )7843102

Thanh Loc C YT830105

HoaLan C )286511"5

Vinh Phu Ap Dong B X875017

Phii Long Long Hung C Xr865035

Tan Thoi, Dong Mi. C XT8"71060

Dong Ba C Xr'-75047

Ap Cho B XT863055

.Ap.Truong C XT867051
"ong Tu B XT868063

Hung uJinh Hung Tho C X7850094

Thuan Giao Binh Thuan C Xr874124

14
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Pro'iiico District Vi31n~o affaot ________ 22

B3inh Nhan' "irh Phuoc C XT8S70072

1 iih Hoa C XT857085

Biri "ac C IT855065

Bidh Thuan C Xr850077

tip "hi C X888075

Ap Hhut C X78068

Chau Thanb Phu Cuong Jip Tu D XT823109

Binh Hoa Hoa My C )ZB05180

Tuong Hoa C ITSO197

Tt.nrh Dlinh Cau Dinh D XI!7=235

Hoa -6oi Phu boa VC XTS16237

An Boa~ D Xr823267

Viit Truong Ap Wi C XrS65172

Ap Ba' C ZIT8721714

Phu Hoa Phu'I huan a Vr835155

Phu Van C flT83121

Di An An Binh An Binhi B flT94I59

Dong Tan C V932052

iUorg An 1 C T916053

Dong Imn 2 C XB886046

Binh Duong C IT92S033

Jong boa Ap Vong ZT40 '

Tan boa 3 C XT95:3043

Tan Hon 4 B X949038

Binh tn Binh An C X966D59

L16i Hba C IIT964053

Binh Thang C XT982051

lNga Thang C Z='06048

Tan Dong Tan Oang biep C 11937073
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Pruovinc. istrct Vinago Hmxet- Category Coordinates
Tan Vong Hiep 2 C X937069

Tan Long C XT933078

Iong 'hanh C Xr935Y78

Dong Tac C Xr94 063

Chieu Lieu C XT928082

Tan Hanh Tan Han i C XT952115

ran Han 2 c XT958108

Tan Han 3 C Xr948105

Tan Han 4 C XT9"I05

Tan Hiep Tan Hiep 1 C XT926096

Tan Hiop 2 C XT923101

Binh Tri Binh Phu C Xr936095

Binh Tri 1 C XT968104

Binh Tri 2 C XT94090

Binh Tri 3 C XT935087

Hoa Han bong Hai B XT980099

An Hoa. C Xl978095
Cau Hong C Xr977082

Chu Thoi C Xr970068

Tan An C Xr957064

Tan Uyen My Quoi it Quoi C Xr977197

Binh Chanh Binh Chanh C XI940192

Khanh Van C Xr915190

Phuoc Thanh Phuoc Thah C XT935157

Tan Ba Tan Ba 1 C XI'935137

Tan Ba 2 C XT945131

Thanh Hoi Than Hoi C XT942140

Thu Duc Long Binh Ben Do, C X1016015

Long Bug D YTO13006

* Phiuo"Thlen " YS021995

That Binh C XT009039

Thang Nhon Tan Nhon D XT977001
Phu
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Province District Vi Halet Category Coordinates

Phong Phu C XS959984

Cho Mho C XS955992

Thanh Vq Chua Ong D XS936918
Loi

Cat Lai C XS955986

Binh Loi c XS924983

Binh Trung Ap Dong C XS943926

11p Trung D XS935925

Ap Trq B c XS924924

Linh' Xuan Xuan Hiep 1 D XT937028
Thon.
Binh Trung V Hoa C XS953929.

Tan Lap C XS949925

Linh Xuan Xuan Hiep 2 C XT932028
Thon.

Dong Ban Dau D IT9414026

Linh Trang C Xr938007

Tu luc C XS9329941,

Tam Binh Binh Chou D XrS90034

Go Dun C XT899021

Binh Phu C XT910010

Tam Chau C XT911011

Ta Phuc C VI907006

Tan Hai C V912017

Hiep Bin Dieu Ga D Xr886016

Binh Phuoc 1 C XT882012

Binh Phuoc 2 C Xr888002

Birh Chanh c X8902986

Binh Trien C XS879971

Lith Dong Bir Quoi C X8910985

Linh Dong c X8924995

An Phu An Phu C X3919933

Thao Dien G X439953

Phuoc Long Binh Thi I c X89"970k
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Province District Lill m Ct ogmy Coordinates

,Trung ?ho C XS925979

Ta Hoa C XS939959

Long Tan .Long Tan Pq C xs9919m7

Long Hoa C YOO6993

Lo Lu C1 X5993973

Thar* C X967997

Phu. Huu Ong Nhuu C XS983943

3d Brig.d.
Binh Duonj Bon Cat Lai Hung Ben Cui D Xr746343

Chr nh Phu Chanh Luu C XT828322

Hoa

An Dion Kien Dien XT732323

Long Nguyen Long Cau V . 732335

Thoi Hoa Thol Hoa D =777278

Vy Phuoc Ap 'ho C XT740330

Mo.Xoai c X755320

It Thanh C X!759307

Chu Thn.-h Hoa Lo An L-i VC Xr82MZ99

Phu Gino Phuoc Hoa Pnuoc Hoa I C M24443

Phuoc Hon 2 C Xr917425

Binh Vq Binh1 My X908335

Binh Co B V911300

Tanh Binh Tanh Binh C r866363

Chan Thanz Phu Chanh Chanh Long C =l~60230

Phu Tho 0 XT855235

Phu Trung C 'I857245

Xon bung C xT86o245

Bion 1H. (Tan Uyon) Dyen Hutn Tan Hung C XT968;32

Binh Hung C X96522

d, (U) Tridning.

(1) Replacomont Training:

(n) -The Division Training Comand ;trtod classes at Di An on 15 Fob 6,? w.',
the first group of roplacemonts to attend the Division consolidate.d school,

18
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(b) The updated objectives of roplacueint training in the now school are:

1 To provide an initial briefing and orientation to all Captains and bulow,
except for Sergeants Major who receive a special program sit.dlar to the one for
fivld grade officers.

2 To accoplish all individual arral training roquirumints for personnel of
the ivision.

. To provide a four day course of instruction on gonoral aspects of Victrr-n
and guorrillv warfare for all captains and below, except Sergeants "'ajor, antd two
odditional days of tactics used in the Division for combat arms personnel.

(c) There have boon 3672 replacements trained by the Division school. during
this reportinV period.

(2) Mobile Training Tears: (a) This ivision eoploys Mobile Training Tm-s
mado up from instructors of the Division Training Command.

iod. (b) The mission and concept were explained during the previous 
roporting pur-

(c) Special teams were forr.med this quarter to conduct training for all rr.ntfa-
ver units of the Division on 81m mortars, X72LW, and helicopter load preparation

(d) The following amounts of training wore condr-ted by HP? during this* p.rio

Month Hours of Instruction Man Hours
Fubruary 69 1304
Narch 100 1700
,,pril 90 4800

(3) Kit Carson Scout Training: During the reporting period the Uivision
Training Com.and established a ten day formal training program for Kit Caruon
Scouts. The concept of training was to install basic training concepts in the
scouts to eliminate disciplinary problatis, disease, and loss of equipment which
were becoming a matter of concern to the comanders of scouts, Twenty five scouts
hav,; completed this course and initial reports coming from Division units are must
favorable.

(4) PAVN Trainig: (a) Infantry Battalion Refresher Training was completed
Z for the 2d Battalion, 9th Regiment, 5th ARVN Division on 5 Feb 69. A revised

progr,-m of instruction was approved in late Feb 69 which presented 90% tactlt3-
tr.ining and only 10% tochnical training. This was based on the needs of t:-...
as suggested by the advisors of the 5th ARVN Division. The 4th Bttalion,
Reoimnt, 5th ARVI! Jiivon, began training on 10 Mar 69 and completed traf
7 ;.-pr 69. The Ist Battalion, 9th Infantry, 5th ARVN Division, began train.
- :.pr 69 and should compited their concluding evaluation xerw-ise on 19 Mr.

(b) The lst Irfantry Division sent 5 NOOs to the 5th ARVN Division NCC,
. iy in early Feb 69 to assist in construction and instruction of their new

,ports from 5th ARVN advisors are enthusiastic about the success of this r

(c) In Apr 69 a new program of attachina 5th ARVN Officers and NCOs to
.ion maneuver units was started, and at prevnt twenty five Vietnamese corr
.,rrindors are attached to Division companica for ono wcek tra

(5) TDY Schools: Schools and number of personnal attended are as follows;

LOCT:DN IZ) OF STUDMNPS
" Recondo Iha Trang 10

S "S Vung Tau 19
-G Transition Vung Tau 4
1, 6,;. Transition Vung Tau 2
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0OU "I LOATION N) OF bTUDFES
SA~nzC. Long Dir 23
&Sfr Phillipinos 7PR.dc V/PRR-50Oporn~tor Long Birh 13
DS/GS !Miint Long Binh 5
PLL Long Binh 6
Audio iau ! Long Bih 10

Now Equipmint Trm.ining (SLt) Vung Tau 15
o. (C) Intolligonoo.

(I) Enorv Order of Battle:

(a) The total ostimatod strength of the mnin oneq force military units oper-
ating in the 1st, ivision Tactic-a Area of Interest (TAOI) is approximately 8,000
porsonnol with an additional 2,000 Local Force personnol. This figure ropr0s0ntS
a conbat -str.ngth of about 10,000 personnol, with an additionA. 4,000 personnel
providing logistical support. The known rates of infiltration, in rotrespect, ap-
poar to have boon adequate to maintain strength in III 07Z and to increase onom
strength in the lt Divisn TI.I. Known infiltration ifto I1 CTZ dropped to app-
roximatoly 6,000 porsornol dmr.& Fob, Mar, and "pr' 69. &Xact currot fiures for
infiltration into thI tst Inf-ntry TI.OI are not known.

(b) STecfic reinforcements available fron outside the Division T'OI are frorm
the 9th VO Division and the SR-1 forces. /af. units within the Division T:OI can b.
axpoctud to have artillery unitsin support.

(c) The accepted locations of cbnfirtcd enoq units within the Division T OI

and along its periphery are:

UNIT STr~if=H EFkECTINESS CURMIM PROB LOC

7th NVA DIVISION 6000 FMB Vie Fishh6ok
"Hq & pt units 500 N/A w/Div Hq

K22 rty Bn UNK UK W
K24 AA 1i UNK 6 Ui
141st NVA Ro)t 120, Vic Fishhook
165th NVA Regt .1150 CE Vic icholih
2D9th WVA Rogt 120 Tong Le Chon

SEPARaT_ R _GINS

B , a ot1000 MEB Binh iH' Area
Song-Do Bn 400 CE W of PhuooBinh
XI-4 Fomos 600 W* -Vic S 9594"

6,MH VO AU Y a)}D
74th A ty Rogt 750 M Dispsed'k4 Ba "ion
96th laty Rogt 825 C lW of Michelin
X33 Arty, Bn 200 M V890555
K34">A.ty Bn 225 OR li of Lai"Khb
K35 Arty Bn 225 M, Poss vie icholin

C6 Bn C Co 50 E IT 6934
C62 Chau Thanh Co 62 ICE Xr 8230
C63 Lai Thieu Co 56 xI 810
C64 Dau Tiong Co. 124 CE 1'r52!
065 Phu Cuong City Flat 51 MCC, XM 82100238 Co 95 cL Xr 1624
P368 200 OR NE 6f An Loc"
'.10 Go 40 ME 'IT 3497.
11 Co 60 (Z YU 2510

Z14' o 100 CE 1U 1614
Xi16 Co 60 O XU 9815
KI?Co 50 OR. YfT 9780
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COMBIT
UN_ SrRNGrHi EFFwrIVCH&SS CURR Mr PROB LOC

KI8 Co 30 HM YU 4225
K19 00 70 CE YU 5510
0300 Dong Nai Co 50 tcE XT 9021:'0301 Phu Givo Co 70 MK Xr 9441:

C302 Tan Uyon Plat 70 CEU Xf 9427
C303 Co 70 CE Xr 9926
Di An Plat 40 C2 fl 9008
C55 An Loc Plat 40 CE =830970
C45 Chon Thanh Plat 30 C. Xr698680
81st, Rear Service Approx .1800 N/A Logistic:. eua "";,11

Zone D & large portieQ
of SR 5, UI & Ba Dii,
Prey.

83d Ruar Service ;,pprox 1200 N/A Logistica3. area "C" i.
Nuon SZ;" portions
am) of Toy Ninh rro'
5, and Saigon zuoa ate

85th Roar Service Approx 700 N/A Loistical area "1:'/L
Long Prov, wborder o
Phuoc Long Prov nd t,,
Cambodian Border.

(d) The accepted locations of Confirmed EnerV Units considered available as
reinforcemente are:

52H VC DIVISION 3500 WCE iar Zone D
Z75th VC Regt 1200 YCE Vic YT 3942
174th Regt 1200 iC7 War Zone D
9 A Rept 1200 MM. Vic YT 1620

H VC DIVISION 5000 iCE "Ty Finh City
lOSr, Nu R 1000, WE Boi Loi.- Trap4.zoid
2.H VC RGT 800 e SW of Xuan Loc

268h VC R.Gr w/AKA
IRON TRVJIL' - REGr 500 MC Trang Bang/Cu Chi ar

LOCAL1 IORCi UNITS
1st VC MF Inf Bn 279 CE Iron Triangle
2dV LF In Bn 236 C Iron riangloe
4th Gia Dinh Sapper Bn 230 - 250 CE Phu Cong - Saicn

dor.
Go lion Plat 125 CE XT799067
7 VC LF Inf Bn 202 CL W of Cu Chi
8 VC "rty Bn 337 CE Filhol Area
Dl VC LF Sappor Bn(UI) 200 MOE YT 1422
D2 VC L.Sap ei Dh (UL) 125 DOE YT 1816

(e K in Force Comibat Units Within the lst Infantry Division TAI.

2. 7th NVA Division: During Feb 69 the 7th NVA Division was located i.:
-r,)a of the Fishhook. The unit did not attempt to move south to Saigon as
done in both Tet and Hay offunsives of 1968. Then in mid-iarch the divisi,.

, .ts 165th Regt moved into the Michelin Plantation. Pls indicated..a Ts44o.
ne ?,Achelin and at the sam time avoid B-52 strikes as it was felt that U':
m'ld not bomb the plantation. The division probably hoped ta use the area
itial personnel staging area in addition to its use as a haven. Severe loss&,,'
;ferad in Operation Atlas Wedge forced the division from the plantation north t,
-(1 the Fishhook area. The division remained at this location throughout the me
iipril up until the present time.

a 165 NVA Regiment: Throughout the menths of Jan and Feb 69 the 165 Roe' r,'

ainod in the vic of the Fishhook. During the month of Mar the 209th Rogt .ad
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Rogt along with the division [Q imved into the Michelin Plantation, but the 165 Ret
rrxainod uncomit-ted in the Fishhook. Information obtained from PWs of the 209th
and 141 Rests indicated the 165 Regt would mve into tho plantation and replace '.
141 Regt which had suffered heavy losses during the innth of Mar. A series of do
rbnts captured frora the 23rd to the end of the month of }:arch identified the 165
.,Xt north of the Michelin Plantation. Identifications continued throuh early
April with a climax being roached around 10 .pr. On 10 Apr C/2-22 Inf killed 9 lI]W
vie XT571513 from the 2d Bn, 165 Rogt. In two separate contacts on 10 ,"pr A-332
from 11inh Tanh ki11ed 17 NVA of the 2d Bn, 165 Rest vic V 5853. Rapid contact
continued into the next day with B/2-34 Arm killine 11 NVA of the 2d Bn, 165 Regt
vie Xf582537 and A-332 killing 7 later that day in the s,-mt area. Contact and
identification of the Rogt dropped drastically after this time until the end of t
mnth and the Regt was felt to have withdrawn north of the Michelin.

b '41 NVA Rogiment: During the first threo weeks in Feb the 141 Regt was
sporadically Identified in the vie of the Michelin Plantation. Then on 25 Fob the
Regt was identified by a N as the unit which attacked FSPB Mahone vic .Xr522418.
Results of the contact were 54 KIt.. Following this contact the 141 Regt was not
again identified until 15 'ar vie X?521417 when elements of the ist and 2nd Bns
wore idontifi,.e in a contact. Results of the contact wore 21 NVA K1T (BC). Onj III
of the 2d Bn, 141 Regt stated his unit was located 1, kn N of village 13 in the
Michelin Plantation. On 17 March a Pei captured by B/1-Zl Inf identified his unit
as the 2d Bn, 141 Rogt, Source stated the 141 Regt was near village 13 (XT585521)
and had been there for a week. Source further stated his unit would be replaced
by V15(165) and would move to Binh Long (P), Source stated the move was necossi-
tatud by losses suffered in the attack on FSPB Mahone II, artillery, and B-52
strikes. Contact with the 141 Rogt tapered off at this time and the unit withdrew
from the Michelin north of the Fishhook. all through Apr the 144 Regt remained
there resting, resupplying and ret -tiing.

c 209 NV Rogt: The 209th Regt did not engage in any significamt activity
during the month of February. The unit continued to avrid contact during the first
h,-lf of Mar. During the second half of Mar the.209th i4sgt was identified in a serr
ias of ongagements in the Michelin Plantation. On 16 Mar Vic X 5652, C/I-5 capt-
ur&d a volume of documents and several P-1s which identified the 209th Regt. The
following day US forces engaged an unknown size enery unit in N Michelin. The con-
t:.ct resulted in 61 KIA and 5 PWs. Ns stated their unit (C18 Co) and the K7 Bn
with a strength of 250 was located with the Regt HQ. The K8 with a strength of 30
and the K9 Bn with a strength of 250 wore also in area. Ns captured on 19 Kar vic
Xr 5651 stated the 209th Regt mortJd fro., Cambodia to their present location on 8
hiar. Ns st-ated the 209th had a mission to defend thi Michelin and was to stay In
the plantation "at all costs." The Regt continued to be contacted for the next f-.
dnys and then contact with the 209th was almost completely broken, It was at th'.;
sar1v time that the Regt withdrew from the Michelin to the vie of Tong Le Cho :7
6182). The Regt stayed in this area during most of April. The 209th receive
late ,'pr mission and on 28 Apr elements of its 2d Bn attackod a 1st Inf Div
on Hwy 13 vic M765758, losing 11 KL'a., 1 . The Ret received ambush trdn
V ".NJ and further MSR interdiction atteMts are its likely mission for YXy.

2 Dong Nai Regiment: During the month of February there was significa
, .et with the K4 and K2 Bne of the Dong Nai Regiment. A 2 February rallier

Iung, from 03Q4 located his uhiit at r 8645. He stated that the Bn was h.
,evure food shortage. The Bn had been concentrating Its efforts on receivir.
?0.os from Tan Binh, Binh lY, Binh Co, and Chanh Luu villages. On 3 Feb th,
"..atacted at r818457 in an area of an apparent field hospital. The contact
. in 18 VO KItA and 7 Ws. Again on 19 Feb a contact at XT848692 resulted 1,
.-A 3 s Interrogations revealed the unit in contact was 03/k,4. The Pis"
.,.,eir mission was. to collect rice in the Bau Co area. Tho K2 Bn remained dispe'.:
1 the An Son area. A 29 Jan PW and 9 Fob rallier both stated that its strength
* only 100 men, indicating that significant losses had been stffeied by K2 in t~r

The same 9 Feb rallior, Nguyen Van Cuong, stated that the present misiion of
.a to secure the An "on area south to Lai Thieu for the arrival of the 7th Uiv-

, n. He added that the 7th Div will follow the DNR from the An San area south
r ard Thu Dac, When they reach Thu %u, the Dong Nai Regt will secure the aroa
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and the 7th Div will attack Saigon. Huynh Vnn Thanh, Asat Plat Leader from CI/K3
ralid to Di An National Police on 15 Feb 69. On 25 Jan 69, he and 9 others had
infiltrated to Di An District via An Son. Their mission was to help superv.is, L.
building of tunnels. The village chief of Tan Dong Hiep (XT923078) was capturd
on 16 Feb. Ile thought it would be iy.-pussille for the K3 Bn to move to Di .n infurco because there were no places to hide. 20 and 25 Feb contacts identifi4 ti...

K3 anl K4 Bns,, DNR. The 2 Feb contact resulted in 8 VC KIA ad I FJ. Tho I'd ,as.
idhtifiod as To Van Thuan from C1/K4. He located the K4 Bn in the Bo La area vicinity X884398. The 25 Fob contact identified both the K4 and K3 Bna at =823428.
9 VC KIA anl I FUl were taken in the contact. The area of contact had apparently
been used as a rest area by elements of both the K3 and K4 Bns. The Pils located
elements of both Bn in the same general area of contact. They also pointed out
that many of their men were ill with maleria. A major contact on 28 Fob by 1 Ith ;o
elements at XT840430 resulted in 18 KI, awv 8 Fs, one of whom was identifid as t,
XD of C5/ k4. Activities during the month of Feb indicated that the Donel "ai reg!-
mnt was no longer planning to relocate to the An Son-Thu Lluc area for full scale
offensive operations or to secure a route for the pfssiblo movement of the 7th Di;
ision. The focal point for future regimental opecations appears to be the Chan
Luu-Binh Yor areas. The K4, 13, and probably the Ki will be the main striking fore.
The K2 Bn which will apparently be left in An Son without substantial reinforce-
ments will probably not- initiat% any major offensive actions in that area. ]lar wa,
highlighted by the continued reluctance of the DNR to initiate planned offensive
operations in SR-5. The Regiment remained out of major contact. On 9 Mar, Huynh
Tan Long, Company Comnandor of C3, Ki, was captured at XT?768332 by B/1-16 Inf.
He said C3/Ki base camp was locatqd at xT810395. Its mission was to abush ;mcric.
and ARVN forces that operate in the area of their base canp7. Previous to this dat,
elements of the KI Bn had been located in the Catchers Mitt. One major contact to,.
place in the An Son area during the reporting period. On 18 Mar 5 Pres were captur.
in a platoon sized contact at XT83278. Two of the IYs were identified as To Thazt
asst PO, K4 Bn, and Nguyen Van Qu.n, Co of C2, K4, DNR. Interrogations revot-eed
that comvt elements of the K( Bn arrived in an Son prior to Tt to arrange for
the Dn's move south. The asat PO of K4, To Thanh, said major attacks were t. begi!
on the night of 22 Mar. KI was to attack Tan Uyen; K2, a Son; K3, i An; and 1(4
was to attack in Thu Duc. A 24 Mar rallier, Dang Van Danh, Sqd leader from C2/4,
said that K4 would move to An Son after receiving replacements. The K2 Bn w.s to
move north after being replaced. Contacts were made with the K1 Bn on 24 and 31
kr. Conflicting information given by PWs taken in these contacts indic te the
possibility that K1 Bn may have received as many au 100 replacements during the
nonth of Mar. However, this could not be confirmed. The month of Apr brought
another apparent change in Dong Nai Regiment plans. The planned attacks against
Tan Uyen, Di ln, and Thu Due did not develop and the expectation that the K2 Bn
would be replaced in An Son also lost imminence. Major contadts identified the KI
..n 3 and 4 Apr in the vicinity of XT 9040. The contacts resulted in 26 KI1 and I
On 9 Apr 3 Pas who were from the K4 Bn said elements of K4 were dispersed o-,,
Lai Khe, north of Highway #301. G1/K4 had moved south on an unknown missaL
vocir.nity of Ong Loc .(X. 8532). A 10 Apr P from the K4 Bn confirmed that ?
K4 Bna were still in /An Son. 5 hs fron the K3 Bn DNR were captured at X9.
One of" the PWs N'uyon Van Ben, Bn XO, stated that K3 was located in the X_
• "1;a (Xr8553605. He said their future mission was to attack 'Di An City.
)f the K3 Bn had moved to Di a District prior to Tet with the mission of T

the battlefield. They were also to assist local force elements in the are-
ing the month of Apr the Dong Nai Regt attempted to remain out of contact i
trying tu reorganize, refit and re-establish coordiration among SR-5 unit,
KI. Bn was operating north of'Tan Uyoanpossibly receiving weapons and repla'
The K2 Bn with a strength of approximately 100 men apparently will remain i
The mission of the K2 Bn and the K4 Bn team in An Son is probably to build
.rea in preparation for future operations and to aid in re-establishing lee,.
Ycrength in the area. The remaining elements of the K3 Bn in Di An Distric a .
eatly have the same mission. The rest of the K3 Bn remained out of contact in t.

71nity northeast of Lai.Kho. The K4 Bn is dispersed east of Lai Khe in the Vic-
"ry of XT 8540, Current regiimental strength is still held at 900 to 1000 men.

. regimentrl mission is to refit and retrain in preparation for the next offer-
. ,o campaign probably sometime in June.
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3 Thu Due Regiment: (SR-4 Bns) Earliest identification of a now westward
rtve of the Thu Luo Regt come on 24 Jan when a Pd from the D4 Bn vicinity YS26005:
stated his 3n was preparing to move into the Thu Due area to participate in t.o

% next offonsive. In nid-Febr-ary the D2 and D4 Bns apparently began their woetw..
deployrent, and lomrits of both Bns were identified on 24 Fab vie X3978947. 1,
series of contacto fron 24 Feb to 2 £car resulted in 46 KIA, 11 1P.s, and I H'i Chr.
Inticrrogation of the ralliers and PWs indicated that the Bns had received replacu-
muts in late 68 bringing then to a combined strength of approximately 600 nn.
The firces in contact were identified as olomnts from the D2, D4, and D8 Bns whie
crossed the Dong Kai River via sarans on 23 Fob enzoute to what one PW referred tc
as the "Battle of Thu Due". The remainder of the Reiment had remained east of th,
Don_ Nai River) and the advanced elements wore forced to disperse. ,4dar sighting
in early and mid-March, as well as AP contacts resulting in body counts on 4, 8, 9
and 22 Mar, in the sane area are probably attributable to Thu Duc elements, though
no firm identification was made. Documents found in the area identifid D2, D4, c
D6, though the units themselves wore nat contacted until 28 Mar. On this date A/
18 In± vie XS9140948 was engaged by an estimated 30 VC. A sharp contact resulted 1,
10 VC KIA and 2 Pds. The force was identified as an element of the D4 Bn. The P,,
indicated the strength of the D4 Bn had fallen btwoen 40 end 50' men. They also
stated they had been givn orders to hide and avoid allied troops when possible.
One Nu also providod a strergth figure of the D2 Bn ab approximately 250 men and
the D6 as 80-0 5 men, The Bns of the Ist VC Regt have not been contacted since 20
Mar and probably remain dispersed with elements both 'in the Thu Due District and
east of the Dong Nai River. Though they have suatalned casualties these Bns are
capable of limited action. Indications are now that the regimental headquarters
ws disbanded and that the Bna of the Thu Due Rjgt are under direct control of SR-"
The rationale for this view is as follows. A 23 Feb PW and former staff cadre of
SR-4 captured in the Thu Due District states that the 1st VC Regt was dissolved
between Aug and Sep, 1968 with its Dns becoming directly subordinate to SR-4. Thi.
story has been corroborated by several batches of documents (YS239871) which liste,
codes and LBNo of SR-4 with ro entry for the 1st VC Rogt. The main substentiation
come. from 24 4ar documents captured vie YS239821 by Thai forces including a lotto
to "Ri (.%A COSVN). This letter indicated that the Regimental Headquarters (Bi) at
the D5 Sapper Bn had been deactivated. The D2 and D4 Infantry Bn were reorgainze(
and two now units the D6 Arty Bn and D8 Sapper Engr Bn were formed as of 21 Aus 6g,

War ~ Fifth VC Division: The f'ifth "ivision completed its first relocation into
War Zone D prior to the start of the teporting period and attempted to fulfill its
mission in the linter-Spring campaign by sending its regiments against the Long bi
Bien Hoa area in Mar. After a series of reverses, the Division withdrew.back into
ujar Zone D for refitting and resupplying, leaving one of its regiments, the 95th, t
maintain a presence in. the area south of the Dog Nai River. It evaded sigxfi.e:.
contact in this base area during Apr and shows no signs of relocating from the a-,,

A 275th Regt: During the week of the 23rd through the 27th of Feb, th, :-
Regiment attempted to carry nut its mission against the Lont Binh/Bien Hoa
On the night of 22/23 Feb, a 40 man element from the 1st Bn/275th Rest onte-
Hoa City. By 23 Fob, 16 of those men had been killed and 4 taken prisoner.
morning of 26 Feb 69, while the 1st Bn/275th Regt and D4 (Heavy .apns Co) 2?
attacked Bien Hoa Airbase, the 3d Bn, 275th Regt attacked Ke Sat Hamlet. f
was engaged before it reached the airbase and suffered heavy losses. The 3
suffered heavy losses in the hamlets of Lee Lam and Ke Sat. These engagem.
ulted in over 250 KIA, 30 KBA, and 60 PWs. Foloing. this phase of the off
the remaining elements were believed to have withdrawn to dar Zone D. On 1
1RVN forces, 16 km W of Xuan Hoc (Yr 4226), received a ground attack from,
of the let Bn, 275th Regt. The contact resulted in 49 enemy KLA and 6 Nes.
It'.r the 275th Regt lost 24 KIA in the same area (YT 4125) when*an APW unit
contact. Then on 17 Mlar the 275th Rogt lost another 34 KLI in a contact vi .
YT 5126. At YT 3531 the 1st and 2d Bns, 3 Mike Strike Force (SF) made contazL
an estimated two ener battalions on 24 Mar. The contact lasted two days and res.
ulted in 204 enemy KU1. Documents found identified the 2d Bn, 275th Regt. Docu-
ments picked up by B/1-9 on 3 Apr vicinity YT396405 identified elements of the 275'
Regt. A 13 Apr rallier stated that the 9V, Regt has replaced the 275th Ret and t.
275th Regt has withdrawn to War Zone D. The 275th Rogt has probably moved back tc
viar Zone D to recuperate from losses suffered in Feb and lar. Recent sensor acL,.-
in ,,pr may indic to heavy Rear Service unit activity and/or the arrival of ropl..
for the Rest,
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b 174th Regt: A PN taken in a contact on 24 Feb vicinity YT073224 identified
his unit as HQ, 174th Regt. According to the PN, the Regiment began moving toward
Bien Hoa on the nights of 23/24 Feb. Documents captured on 20 Feb at YT170739
identified a company of the 174th Regt. A PW captured on 24 Feb said the mission
of the Regt was to cross the Dong Nai River and move to Bien |na and trhen on to
Saigon. However, the Regt was dispersed by artillery fire after crossing the river.
A regimental vecon company identified by 17 Feb documents captured at YTI01350 had
probably reconned avenues of approach. During Mar elements of the 174th Regt were
believed to be located in base areas in the Catchers Mitt. Documents taken from 13
VC KIA on 14 Mar vicinity YT089070 identified C22 and C17 Cos, 174th Regt. This unit
appeared to be made up of wounded personnel who were moving east into War Zone D
when they were contacted. On 17 Mar documents removed from 12 KIA following a con-
tact vicinity YT058208 identified elements of the 2d Bn, 174th Regt. The 174th
Regt was contacted again on 27 Mar vicinity YT523353 by two companies of 43d Regt
of the 1st ARVN Div. The unit engaged was estimated as an enemy company. A PW
taken from the contact identified his unit as 1 Co, U/I Bn, 174th Regt. lie said
his unit crossed the Dong Nai River vicinity YT502410 with 8 other companies. Mis-
sion of the units was to attack military trucks on Highway 20. During Apr the
only significant contact made with elements of the 174th Regt was on 12 Apr vicinity
YT 1037. Documents identified the Recori Co of the 174th Regt. Results of contact
were 5 VC KIA. The 17 Mar contact would seem to indicate a major relocation of the
174th Regt but through analysis it is believed that the Regiment is located in the
Catchers Mitt and southwestern War Zone D area. Its probable mission at this time
is one of resupplying and refitting.

c 95A Regiment: In mid-February the 95A Regt from II Corps entered souchern
War Zone D and later moved into U-1 Province..- Documents captured on 19 Feb, and
dated 29 Jan, were found at YT 2337. They identified the 18th Signal and 21st
Recon Companies/95A Regt. The documents showed that the Regt CP was located at YT
1520. A rallier, who said he was the XO and Adjutant of the 12th Co/3d Bn/95A Regt
turned himself in at TY010120 on 28 Feb. He stated the Regt was located at YT 2230.
During Mar documents picked up vicinity YT 2521 identified elements of the 95th Regt
(10 Mar). Documents were capturc.d within 3 kms of contact which took place vicinity
YT 2422 and YT 2520, on 9 and 11 Mar. On 24 Mar a 1st Cav Div IDP vicinity TY 2512
received ground probes from an estimated two enemy platoons. Forty NVA were killed
in this encounter and document readouts identified the 2d Bn, 95th Regt. On 29 Mar
vicinity YT 2218, 3-52 ARVN Regt contacted an enemy force. The results were 9 VC/
NVA KIA. Documents identified the Ist Bn, 95th Regt. A rallier, Nguyen Van Winh,
on 11 Apr stated his battalion was located vicinity TY 2414. He stated the mission
of his unit was to attack Gau Han (vicinity YT 2610) and Hung Nghia (vicinity YT300..
for the purpose of acquiring food for his unit. On 13 Apr vicinity YT 2511, ILt
Nguyen Minh rallied to 2-52 ARVN. He identified himself as the CO of the Combat
Training Section, HQ, U-1 Province. According to iinh; the 275th Regt received
heavy casualties and withdrew north across the Dong Mai Rive-. The 95th Regt
replaced the 275th Regt and has a dual mission of operating in the Rach Dong
area (vicinity Yr 1620) and supporting HQ, U-I. Z7 and Z8 Bns are believed to be
operating in the vicinity of YT 2717 to protect caches. The 95th Regt is expected
to remain in the area of northwestern U-1 Province, dispersed between the Dong Mai
River and Hwy 1, acting as a forward element of the Div. Its mission is probably
to conduct attacks by fire on allied elements in their area and also to supply U-1
HQ.

(f) Local Force units within the 1st Infantry Division TAOI: During the report-
ing period local forces initiated contacts decreased to a low level. Although VC
forces have continued to support main body forces by acting as guides, reconning for
future missions, transporting supplies and wounded personnel as well as c.onducting
harassing actions against allied installations and lines of communications, and
has been conducted at a relatively low level because of the local forces being used
to quickly replace personnel, train them and equip them during the reporting period.
Local forces however have maintained their pressure at disrupting the GVN pacifica-
tion program by conducting an extensive propaganda mission in an ctteirpt to get the
populace to demand a coalition government and to demand that the allies leave Viet-
nam. The following local force units have been active within the 1st Infantry Div-
ision TAOI during the reporting period.
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1 C61 Ben Cat District Company: During the reporting period the 1st Infalicry
Division began operating in the normal area of operation of C61 and Ben Cat District,

causing C61 to move north along the Chi Tinh River and disperse along its tributar-
ies and in the northeastern section of the Trapezoid. During this period C61 ...
and harassed daily US Rome Plow operations operating west of Lai Khe i:n the jungle
base area of C61. This left only the dense vegetation along the Thi Tinh River as
a place to hide for C61, making it extremely difficult for C61 to establish base
camps in this area and to move undetected. During the later part of Apr it became
increasingly more evident that C61 was having difficulty acquiring food. Fis and
ralliers during Apr indLcated morale was low because of the lack of stifficlen ; food
supplies. Presently tti strength of C61 is believed to be approximately 50 person-
nel. During the repor^ing period it was -verified that C61 Ben Cat District Company
has been the guide for and acted as security for artillery units sub rdinate to

COSVN and SR-I which have been responsible for the heavy rocket and mortar attacks
Lai Khe and Phuoc Vinh received during late Feb and early Mar.

2 C62 Chau Thanh District Company: During the months of Feb and Mar C62

avoided contacts and remained in its base areas in Chau Thanh DistricL. Because of
its heavy losses during the later months of 1968 C62 has avoided contact while it

resupplied and replaced its personnel and trained people. During Apr C62 was en-
gaged and identified frequently in Chau Thanh District. These frequent identifica-
tions and contacts indicate C62 is strong enough to venture outside its base areas
and attempt missions such as attacks by fire, harassing LOCs, and propaganda and
terrorist type activities. A contact at the end of Apr resulted in the death of ...
Chau, the CO of C62 Chau Thanh District. This indicates the C62 may attempt to

retaliate for this loss by increasing its harassing attacks by fire and ambushes.

3 C63 Lai Thieu District Company: During the reporting period C63 Lai Thieu
District Company remained out of contact unless it was fired upon in an ambush.
C63 worked closely with the Dong Nai Regiment during the Spring Campaign, providing

the Dong Nai Regiment with food supplies and acting as liaison to coordinate main
force and guerrillas efforts in Lai Thieu District. C63 during this period played
the role of a commo-liaison unit in support of a main force element. During this
period C63 did not operate in its area of operation, thus creating a vacuun in this
area south of Thu Cuong City, which was eventually filled by C65 Thu Cuong City Pla-
toon. On 21 Apr the most significant contact with this unit in this reporting period
occurred. Three VC from C63 were killed and various items of equipment were captured.

This indicates C63 is no longer operating as a cAao-liaison unit and is once again

operating as a local force element in the An Son area.

4 C65 Phu Cuong City Platoon: During the months of Feb and Mar C65 Phu Cuong

City Platoon avoided contact while remaining in its jungle base area in Phu Giao
District, NE of Lai Kne. Not until Apr did C65 move out of its base area down to
its area of operation around Phu Cuong City. On I Apr, C65 was engaged and sustained
between 15-19 personnel lost in action, reducing the strength of C65 by approximately
1/3. Since this period C65 has avoided all contacts but is still believed to be
located in the area around Phu Cuong City, possibly carrying on propaganda and ter-
rorist type activities.

5 C301 Thu Giao District Company: The C3O1 Phu Giao District Company

avoided contact during Feb, Mar, and Apr. C301 is believed to be responsible for
the interdiction of Highways 1A, 2A, and 1B, along wi:h collecting taxes and sup-
plying within its area of operation. It is believed C301 is also conducting train-
ing classes for the village guerrillas and organizing political groups in villages
and hamlets who will work toward the formation of a coalition government. C301 has

been known to operate frequently in the Phuoc Hoa and Phuoc Vinh areas.

6 Quyet Thang Regiment 273C: The 273C Regiment is presently composed of 3 batt-

alions: 1st Main Force Bn, 2d Local Force Bn, and the 4 Gia Dihn Sapper Bn, compris-
ing a strength of approximately 800-850 personnel. During the reporting period the
Quyet Thang Regiment moved out of its base area in the Trapezoid down along the east
and west banks of the Saigon River beside the Iron Triangle. Throughout this p,riod
the regiment dispersed itself along the entire western side of the Iron Triaale
beside the Saigon River in company and platoon sized elements. At first it appeared

that the 273C Regiment was attempting to move south into the Hoc Ton area but this
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has been proven false. It appears the 273C Regt is staying in the Iron Triangle
and has in recent weeks ventured across the Saigon River into the Flihol Plantation
area where it has been in contact. This tends to indicate that the 273C Regt is in
this area to present a show of force in the villages and hamlets and to act as a
pressure point in the 1st Infantry Division TAOI causing the 1st Division to keep
men in reserve should the 273C Regt decide to assume an offensive rather than defen-
sive posture. The 4 Gia Dinh Sapper Bn is believed to be dispersed along the Saigon
River Corridor in and around Phu Cuong City. It has been noted during Apr that
agent reports indicated the Phu Cuong Bridge would once again become the target for
the Gia Dinh Sapper Bn. An attempt in Mar to recon the bridge failed when one mem-
ber of the recon element was c lured. It is expected the Gia Dinh Sapper Bn will
make another attempt at the Phu Cuong Bridge in the near future.

f. (C) Logistics

(1) During the reporting period a Supply and Logistics Assistance Team (SLAT)
was established as part of the 1st Infantry Division, G4. The purpose of this team
is to improve the logistics posture of units within the Division. Specific respon-
sibilities of the team are:

(a) To conduct supply and logistics inspections for each divisional unit
within each fiscal year as part of the unit AGI;

b) To conduct courtesy inspections upon request and to instruct supply per-
sonnel through on-the-spot corrections, on-the-job training and practical experience
utilizing the unit's supply records as a training vehicle;

c) To research and conduct command inspections on areas of special interest;

d) To make assistance visits to units upon request. Prior to formulation
of the SLAT, the G4 and AGI sections were totally without qualified technical in-
spectors to conduct supply inspections at property book levels and had no method at
their disposal to provide continuity on successive inspections. Accordingly, the
division's logistics posture was suffering degradation due to a lack of standards
and inspection criteria governing all areas of supply management and accountability.
During the quarter, SLAT conducted inspections in all units scheduled for the USARV
AGI during the period 30 May - 7 Apr 69 and courtesy inspections in other units.
The overall satisfactory results attained by units on their USARV AGI has proven
SLAT to be a very effective and beneficial tool in the division's logistics improv-
ment program. Also during the quarter, SLAT completed a Division TOE/MTOE Equip-
ment Recapitulation. Due to the Army's conversion to the Army Authorization Docu-
ment System (TAADS), the division does not have a consolidated TOE/MTOE equipment
recapitulation showing total division assets authorized, and the division had no
method of determining how much or what each unit was authorized. In order to ascer-
tain what each unit was authorized, SLAT initiated a project to manually post (util-
izing a spread sheet process) all divisional units HTOE's to basic TOE's, the re-
sultant figure being what each unit is ultimately authorized. Upon completing
all unit TOE/MTOE postings, a division recapitulation was formed showing line number
of equipment authorized battalions and separate companies and the total assigned by
each line item authorized the Division. Utilizing the individual unit spread
during inspections, SLAT has saved several hundred thousand dollars worth of equipment
by identifying and eliminating numerous excesses in the division. Further, by
using the same process, SLAT has established all property book authorizations to
considerable accuracy (in those units inspected thus far), and units now find that
they are authorized equipment of which they previously had no knowledge. The SLAT
actions enhance supply requisitioning, accounting and reporting and contribute to
overall combat effectiveness of the division.

(2) During the reporting period, the 1st Infantry Division CMMI was attached
to the IG Team for purposes of preparing divisional units for the USARV IG inspec-
tion. The USARV IG Inspection was conducted during the period 6-12 Apr 69. The pur-
pose of this augmentation was to extend the scope and inspection areas of the Divi-
sion IG to conform with the inspection areas of the USARV Team. The result proved
most favorable as all 18 units inspected received an overall satisfactory score in
the CMI field of the USARV IG. More specifically, in the inspectional areas in
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each unit (wheeled vehicles, trailers, signal equipment, small arms, engineer equip-
ment, chemical equipment, field ranges, ammunition storage, and maintenance manage-
ment) there was only one score below 70%. The attachment of the CMHI Team to the
IG Team will continue due to the satisfactory results to date. Additionally, the
CMMI Team will conduct independent CMMI inspections in hopes of inspecting each
divisional unit twice a year.

(3) During the reporting period, the 1st Infantry Division pathfinders, from
the 1st Aviation Battalion, conducted inspections of aerial delivery rigging pro-
cedures and equipment being used in the infantry and artillery battalLons. The pur-
pose of these inspections was to preclude personal injury and loss of property due
to faulty rigging and equipment. As a result of these inspections most of the out-
dated slings and cargo nets in the division have been eliminated and present equip-
ment will continue to be turned in as it becomes obsolete. The units are continual-
ly kept aware of the proper metho- - rigging different type loads for aerial de-
livery. Through these inspectio-, 'he loss of property and personal injury have been
kept to a minimum. The Pathfinder inspection tem is attached to one of the bri-
gades or DIVARTY for the purpose of inspecting all of their units at both the base
camps and field locations. The complete inspection cycle of all division units
takes approximately two months. Upon completion the cycle begins again.

g. (C) Organization: Several major organizational changes took place within
the 1st Infantry Division during the reporting period.

(1) The Long Range Patrol Co, Company F (LRP), 52d Infantry, was inactivated
by USARPAC General Order 66 dated 27 January 1969. Under the same General Order,
Company I (Ranger), 15th Infantry was activated and organized. USARV General Order
557 dated 17 February 1969 assigned Company i (Ranger), 75th Infant:ry, to 1st In-
fantry Division. 1st infantry Division General Order Number 2533 dated 9 April 1969
attached Company I(Ranger), 75th Infantry, to 3d Bde, 1st Infantry Division, with
an effective date of 1 April 1969.

(2) The only major reorganization within the 1st Infantry Division that took
place during this reporting period was the reorganization of the 1st Avn Bn and the
1st Sqdn, 4th Cav. Upon receipt of USARPAC General Order 93, dated 31 January 1969
the ist Infantry Division published General Order 2031 dated 24 March 1969 reorgan-
izing 1st Avn Bn and Ist Sqdn, 4th Cav with an effective date of 22 March 1969.

(a) The 1st Avn Bn was reorganized under MTOE 1-75G, with a strength level of
47 Officers, 58 Warrant Officers, 318 Enlisted Men, for a tottl of 423 men. Under
the G-TOg the strength of Warrant Officers and Enlisted Men was increased by 4
Warrant Officers and 37 Enlisted Men. The equipment levels increased slightly. Hq
is under MTOE 1-76G, Co A is under 1-77G, and Co B is under 1-78G.

(b) The Ist Sqdn, 4th Cay, was reorganized under the G-TOE with 50 Officers and
36 Warrant Officers, 963 Enlisted Men for a total of 1049 men. The G-TOE increased
the over strength by 179 men: 1 Officer, 6 Warrant Officers, and 172 Enlisted Men.
The units equipment levels increased in line with the personnel increases.

(3) With an effective date of 17 April 1969 Troop Delta (Air), 1st Sqdn,
4th Cavalry, was attached to HIC, ist Aviation Battalion, 1st Infantry Division
by ist Infantry Division General Order Number 2738 dated 16 April 1969. The sqdn was
attached to the Ist Aviation Battalion for all purposes but operational cont...
is exercised by the ACofS, G3.

(4) On 25 April 1969, Ist Infantry Division General Order 3013 was published
organizing the Division Training Command (Provisional) with au effective date of
15 February 1969. All equipment and personnel are furnished from local resources.
The mission of the Division Training Command is to provide combat indoctrination
training for replacement personnel, train Kit Carson Scouts, conduct sniper train-
ing, provide tactics and weapons refresher training through MFTs, and train desig-
nated ARVN units.

(5) During the reporting period the following attachments occurred. Ist Inf-
antry Division General Order 2077 dated 26 March 1969 attached the 242d Chemical De-
tachment to HHC, 1st Infantry Division. 1st Infantry Division General Order 2078
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dated 26 March 1969 attached the 266th Chemical Platoon to 1st Infantry Division
Support Command. 1st Infantry Division General Order 2824 attached Ground Surveil-
lance Section, Combat Support Company, Is[ Battalion, 2d Infantry; Ground Surveil-

lance Section, HHC, 2d Bn (Mech), 2d Infantry; and Ground Surveillance Section, Com-
bat Support Company, 1st Battalion, ?6th Infantry, to HHB, 1st Infantry Division
Artillery. The same General Order attached Ground Surveillance Sections from Com-
bat Support Company, 2d Battalion, 16th Infantry; Combat Support Company, 1st Bat-
talion, 18th Infantry;:Combat Support Company, 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry, to Head-
qt.irters, Headquarters and Service Battery, 1st Battalion, 7th Artillery. Ground
Surveillance Sections trom HHC, 1st Battalion (Mech), 16th Infantry; Combat Support
Company, 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry; Combat bupport Company, 2d Battalion, 28th
Infantry, were attached to Headquarters, Headquarters and Service Battery, 2d E.t-
talion, 33d Artillery.

h. (C) Pu rchological Operations.

(1) Psychological iperations this quarter were aimed at three general target
groups:

(a) Civilians

(b) NVAIVC

(c) VCI

(2) During the quarter a total of 15,108,000 leaflets were disseminated and
233:30 hours of loudspeaker broadcast and 786:50 hours ground operations were em-
ployed in support of the division. The following is a breakdown, by unit, of sup-
port operations.

UNIT LEAFLETS BROADCAST TIME GROUND OPERATIONS
st -Brigade 1,997,000 28 hours 35 min 15 hours 20 min

2d Brigade 8,476,000 120 hours 15 min 370 hours 30 min
3d Brigade 4,125,000 65 hotirs 20 min 89 hours 30 min
lth ACR 510,000 19 hours 20 min 310 hours 30 min

TOTAL: 15,108,000 233 hours, 30 min 786 hours 50 min

i-. (U) Civic Action/Civic Affairs

(1) The EDCAP program, now redesignated ICAP to reflect greater emphasis on
the intelligence-gathering phase of the operation, has made significant progress in
Ben Cat District, Binh Duong Province. The Ben Cat District Government has requested
that American medical assistance to be reduced to a continuous advisory program for
the Government's own medical personnel. Accordingly the division no longer conducted
ICAPs in this district as such. The district government has assumed responsibility
for treating its people. The division is encouraging other district governments
increase their own medical care capabilities as well.

(2) One new program the division has found particularly effective is a...
of educational trips for children. In these, school children are taken from the
area of operation by fixed wing, Chinook aircraft, or by bus for a daylong trip to
Saigon. There they visit the Presidential Palace, the National Assembly, th,- not'onal
and historical shrines. These children, most of whom have never seen Saigon, are
subjected to the environment of a growing, modern, and free metropolis. The...
all this is transferred back to the parents who hopefully will realize GVN is a
true supporter of the people. Follow-up by GVN teams exploiting the GVN will make
the people more receptive and their propaganda more meaningful.

(3) The division has made progress in establishing Friendship Councils to sup-
plement the Community Relations Program. Each Sunday the 1/4 Cav invites Vietnamese
government officials and private citizens from Di An District and the surrounding
area to have lunch and attend a special briefing. The meetings have provided an
opportunity to exchange ideas about improving community relations and making Civic
Action Projects more effective.
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2. (C) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations. Evaluations, and

Recommendations.

a. (U) Personnel: None

b. (C) Operations:

(1) Land Clearing Operations.

(a) Observation: The enemy can deter the efficiency of a land clearing unit
by the emplacement of anti-tank mines in the proposed area to be cleared. If the
enemy is permitted to control the terrain until the land is cleared, perzonnel and
equipment damages will be excessive.

(b) Evaluation: Reconnaissance in force operations must be conducted contin-
uously throughout the area to be cleared, so as to root out the enemy and preclude
his easy access into and out of the area. Ambushes in the prepared area for clear-
ing will deter enemy mining parties from entering into the area. Further, artillery
and tactical air preparations of terrain to be cleared can detonate emplaced rines
and booby traps and discourage enemy units from remaining in the area.

(c) Recommendations: That units involved in land clearing operations conduct
extensive RIF and ambushactivities in the area to be cleared and that artillery
and air preparations be used prior to cutting operations.

(2) Village and Hamlet Seals.

(a) Observation: Units involved in seal operations are frequently required to
maneuver outside of the immediate seal area, so as to search out cache or base camp
areas. Further, to effectively maintain the seal, units must ambush probable rouLe
into and out of the village. Effective fire coordination cannot be achieved unless
areas of operation or zones of responsibility beyond the seal are designated.

(b) Evaluation: Areas adjacent to villages must be designated as unit areas

of operation in addition to unit responsibilities within the seal. The designation
of AOs beyond the seal will insure that units are aware of their responsibilities
beyond the immediate seal and will allow for effective fire coordination, planning
and execution.

(c) Recommendations: That headquarters responsible for coordinating and ef-
fecting village seals designate areas of operation beyond the imediale periphery of
the seal AO, so as to allow for effective fire coordination.

(3) Hunter-Killer Team/Forward Air Controller Joint Reconnaissance.

(a) Observation: Aerial reconnaissance by Hunter-Killer Teams has proved to
be a most effective means of locating enemy base camp areas from the air. When
joined with a forward air controller, the HKT provides an excellent means of pin-
pointing and marking areas for the FAG to direct tactical air into an enemy
or base camp area.

(b) Evaluation: Tactical air strikes can be direated more effectively against
targets initially detected by a Htnter-Killer Team for a forward air controller.

(c) Recommendation: That Hunter-Killer Teams work in conjunction with the
air controllers in target selection for tactical air strikes whenever the aircraft
are available.

(4) Long Range Patrol Techniques for Infantry Companies.

(a) Observation: The enemy is frequently provided early warning as to friendly
locations due to the practices of US units conducting daily aerial resupply.
Further, the technique of having units move constantly during daylight hours, so
to attempt to establish contact with the enemy, often results in meeting engagement
which cause unit locations to be revealed. The enemy has a decided advantage in
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observing excessiva moves by friendly units during daylight hours and in hving
the opportunity of establishing hasty and deliberate ambushes, or if he chooses, in
avoiding contact. Enemy movements have been most frequent inediately )rior Lo
and during hours cf darkness and reduced visability.

(b) Evaluation: Engagements can be more effective by conducting or.erations
during dayliht hours which reduce movement, preclude eneiny detection, und allow
time during daylight hours for the deliberate establishmenrL of ambushes along ave-
nues of approach, thereby having ambushes well established when the enemy is most
likely to be moving. Frieudly forces are also given the opportunity for adequate
rest during the warmest hours of ,he day. This enables them to be most responsive
when enemy units are encountered.

(c) Recommendation: That units of platoons and squads conduct extensive long
range patrol type actions which are characterized by minimum movcment, deliberate
ambush establishment snd execution, and extended periods (3 days) of operation
without resupply.

(5) Employment of Mobile Resource Control Teams.

(a) Observation: The resource control program has become extremely effective
in the last reporting period.

(b) Evaluation: Mobile Resource Control Team operations have improved in ef-
fectiveness from an average of 250 detainees per quarter one year ago to 748 detain-
ees in the last reporting period and 1024 detainees in this reporting period. En-
emy reaction to the MRCT program has resulted in three incidents of enemy initiated
actions during the period. On 6 Feb an MRCT observed a 35 lb tilt rod maine con-
cealed at their normal checkpoint. On 21 Mar a MRCT was ambushed near Lai Theiu,
resulting in two MPs KIA. On 11 Apr a boobytrap was detonated near a MRCT result-
ing in one MP WIA. Three important techniques have been utilized during the recent
periods. First, Mobile Resource Control Teams have been stabilized, and team mem-
bers have worked together for extended periods of time, increasing their team eff-
ectiveness and knowledge of the total area. Second, a continual evaluation and
compilation of team results is being accomplished using team logs, daily SITREPS,
and spot maps. Teams are now employed for specific periods at specific locations
where past results have indicated a high probality for attempted VC/NVA infiltrat-
ion. The experience and recommendations of Vltnamese team members is heavily re-
lied upon. Third, teams are now employed at times and locations not previously
utilized. Through close support with the maneuver battalions, MRCTs are now employ-
ed during the early morning and evening hours along prime avenues of VC infiltration.

(c) Recommendation: The above factors be considered MRCT employment.

(6) Floating Night Ambushes.

(a) Observation: The VC use sampans to move personnel and supplies along
inland waterways.

(b) Evaluation: The 2-16 Inf and 2-18 Inf are now using engineer boats on
night, ambushes along waterways used by the VC sampan traffic. Three 20 foot alum-
inum boats are sent out each night with six infantrymen and two boat operators.
Three of four ambush sites are selected during daylight, and the ambush moves from
position to position during the night. Each boat has a PRC-25 radio and a
machinegun, and boats are within supporting distance of each other. Three men
placed on the shore to provide security for the ambush.

(c) Recommendation: That FWMAF operating in the vicinity of waterways employ
the floating ambush.

(7) Daylight Ambushes.

(a) Observation: A daylight ambush program has begun where ambush patrols are
deployed in small groups of three and four men, positioned so as to observe likely
VC routes. A portion of these men are equipped with sniper rifles and sniper scope.
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It is felt that these techniques of "still" hunting will be effective against the
small groups of two and three VC which are encountered in the nipa pal'4. The day
APs have thus far eliminated 2 VC KIA and captured 2 VC PWs.

(c) Reco~mmendation:. That other US/ARVN forces consider the -i~e ;f the day-
light ambush.

(8) Day RIF against day AP.

(a) Observation: &mall groups of 2-3 VC may avoid a RIP by moving away as the
unit approaches.

(b) Evaluation: A RIF i, cwtiducted in the direction of the positions occupied
by day A?. This technique may flush out VC from their hiding places and into the
AP positions. Close coordination and control is necessary to avoid shooting friend-
ly personnel.

(c) Recommendation: None; the procedure is being tested at this time.

(9) Stealth day RIF.
(a) Observation: The VC often hear the RIP elements approach and are able to

avoid detection by evading the unit.

(b) Evaluation; The stealth RIF employs the slow quiet movement of RIF ele-
ments through an area in order to move up on the enemy without his detecting the
maneuver. This technique may have particular appeal to hunters.

(c) Recommendation: None; the pro:edure is being tested at this time.

(10) Detailed area search,

(a) Observation: A significant number of kills during the past six months
have resulted from finding the VC in holes or tunnels. The VC have also employed
the same nearby tunnels for caches more than once.

(b) Evaluation: Battalions begin by plotting on a map the locations of tunnels
and caches found since 1 Jan 69 selecting locations to be searched. Emphasis is
placed on detailed search, not on covering a large area. Commanders insure their

men are proficient in ways to recognize a tunnel. As tunnel or spider holes are
uncovered in the field, units study their characteristics to improve methods forfinding additional underground hiding places.

(c) Recommendation: That other units employ this detailed search procedure in
areas of suspected VC activity.

(11) Day- radar operations.

(a) Observation: Radar may be able to spot enemy movement, which can be att-

acked by US elements.

(b) Evaluation: This concept employs daytime radar, hunter-killer or
teams, and ARPs or heliborne troops in combination. Radar sightings in largely un-
populated areas are likely to be enemy movement rather than friendly civilians.
The radar assists in pinpointing possible enemy locations.

(c) Recommendations: None; this technique is being tested at this time.

(12) Tower installation.

(a) Observation: All sides of a tower shoul be braced before installing the
platform.

(b) Evaluation: Recently a 45' Radar Tower was installed at Fort Seminole
(SX980950) utilizing 3 telephone poles as legs. The tower had to be constructed as
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expeditiously as possible in order ,o put the radar in use immediazely. The three
poles were set 10 feet on center. Since this was to be constructed as fart. as pos-
sible it was decided to brace only one side of the tower prior to construction of
the platform. It was noted by the engineer platoon leader that by only bracing one
side of the tower hazardous working conditions resulted. These unsafe conditions
were multiplied by the length, weight, and bulk of the material used on the top.
The tower was completely braced before installation of the platform.

c) Recommendation: Tower emplacement is necessary for the successful obser-
vation of enemy routes and emplacements. Safety of personnel and ease of construc-
tion is enhanced if the tower is constructed from the ground on with all bracing com-
plete before the installation of the tower platform.

(13) Culvert construction.

(a) Observation: Culverts have been lost due to crushing by vehicles.

(b) Evaluation: Recently at a Fire Support Base it was noted that the ends of
culverts were being crushed by trucks because the ends of the culvert did not extend
beyond the shoulders of the r ad.

(c) Recommendacion: Increasing the length of culverts will enable vehicles to
make turns without crushing the ends of the culvert and therby continue proper
drainage.

(14) Emplacing Airmobile towers.

(a) Observation: It is easier to emplace airmobile towers -with footers attached.
(b) Evaluation: Experience in the 1st Engr Bn has shown that it is easier and

less time consuming to install 20 foot wooden airmobile towers with the footers at-

tached. It is extremely difficult and time consuming to try to emplace an airmobile
tower on footers while it is suspended in the air due to the constant motions of the
Chinook helicopter. It is also a safety hazard. One preparation that must be made
is a laterite pad to insure that the tower is level when lowerd on the footers.

C) Recommendation: Recommend that airmobile towers be emplaced with the
footers attached.

(15) Use of 40HP outboard motors on LTR half pontoon.

(a) Observation: 40 horse-power o,.board motors provide necessary power for
search and defoliation river missions on the LTR half pontoon.

(b) Evaluation: It was found that repair parts for the 25 HP outboard motors
were hard to obtain and that these motors were giving insufficient speed to avoid
enemy ambushes. Fo: this reason the newer 40 HP outboards were put into use and
found more suitable for this type of mission. It was found that in order to run
properly it was necessary to lower and brace the rear transom of the LTR half pon-
toon so that seven (7) inches of draft was added to the prcpeller.

(c) Recommendation: That the newer 40 HP outboard motor be used in RVN

for all river and defoillation missions.

(16) Use of Trestle Assemblies in Bridge Work.

(a) Observation: Utilization of trestle assemblies in bridge work is slow.

(b) Evaluation: During the reconstruction of a French Eiffel Bridge it was

found that the work required the construction of a three float raft-mounted with two
(2) fifty-ton trestle assemblies to be used as a temporary intermediate span. This
same system can be used in repairing long spans of Baily Bridges.

(c) Recommendation: The raft trestle combination be used in repairing long
spans of Baily Bridges to save considerable time and trouble.
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(17) Unchartod minefields.

(a) Observation. Clearing uncharted minefields poses a number of considerations.

(b) Evaluation: Several problems are encountered with every request to clear

a minefield. The key to many of these problems is not having a complete and accurate
record of the minefield. Generally the number, type and trace of the mines is un-

kne-4. As a result of the confusion, tankdozers have been used to scrape off and/or

to detonate mines by running over the suspected minefield. This practice has resulted

in heavy damage to tankdozers and as they become combat losses, they are replaced by
M48A3 tanks due to the unavailability of tankdozers.

(c) Recommendation: A decision to install a minefield should be carefully con-
sidered, Someone will have to remove the minefield eventually. (There should be a
central control agency for minefields which can coordinate betwecn ARVN and US units.
It should be a policy that the installing unit will remove its own minefields, if
feasible.

(1) Security of Rome Plow operations:

(a) Observation: Harassing and interdicting fire by accompanying security
vehicles is beneficial to Rome Plow operations.

(b) Evaluation: The 60th Land Clearing Company has Just completed clearing
an area known to be an enemy base camp. Heavy mining and RPG activity was encount-
ered. Reconnaissance by fire from tanks using 90ram cannister rounds, and ACAVs using
machine guns was found to be quite successful in decreasing the number of incidents.

(c) Recommendation: Recommend that reconnaissance by fire from tanks and ACAV

in conjunction with Rome Plow operations be used where enemy activity is present.

(19) VCI mining techniques.

(a) Observation: Mines have been found on AVLB bypasses.

(b) Evaluation: Enemy mines have been found on AVLB bypasses. These areas
must be swept if it becomes necessary to use the AVLB. In the event of interdict-
ion, it is recommended that ambushes be positioned at AVLB bypasses to counter the
mining threat until the MSR is restored.

(c) Recommendation: That AVLB bypasses be swept when a mine sweep team sweeps
the MSR. Further recommend that when AVLBs are being used that an ambush be located
on or near the bypass.

c. (C) Training:

(1) Radio Relay and Carrier Attendants (MOS 31E20):

(a) Observation: The personnel being received in the MOS 31M20 are not
trained in four principle areas - Antenna Erection, Troublesh6oting Procedures
and Generator P.

(b) Evaluation: 1 The personnel arriving in the 121st Sig Bn in the whole
are severely lacking training in antenna erection. In some cases the personnel
only witnessed a demonstration of antenna erection in school, and when the time ar-
rives to erect an antenna they have no practical knowledge.

2 MOS 31M20 personnel are unable to correct circuit and systems outages effect-
ively. Poor restoral procedures are due to the inability of the 31M20 personnel to
troubleshoot the equipmeo>t effectively. The operators troubleshoot equipment by
replacements of components, rather than by symptom. After the reestablishment of
the system, no one knows what was wrong with the system. The result is that compon-
ents are turned into maintenance that are not inoperative, causing additional burdens
on the maintenance system. Their basic background in system background is good, but
they have trouble with the proper system restoral procedures.
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3 The 31M20s are required to operate and maintain their own equipment, to
include the generators. Experience has shown that they are not familiar with the
operation and maintenance of these generators, including TAERS0

(c) Recommendation: That the program of instruction for the 31M20 course be
revised to allow more time in the areas of antenna erection, troubleshooting proced-
ures, and generator PM/TAERS.

d. (U) Intelligence: None.

e. (C) Logistics:

(1) Military Engines:

(a) Observation: No spark has been observed on newly installed military stand-
ard engines.

(b) Evaluation: Investigation of the engine in each case revealed that the ig-
nition coil had rusted.

(c) Recommendation: Immediately after unpacking a new military standard engine
and before installing it, run a spark test on it. This will save much unnecessary
work should the coils be rusted.

(2) Compression Cups of 81mm Mortar.

(a) Observation: There are a large number of unserviceable compression cups
on the shock absorbers of 81mm mortars.

(b) Evaluation: Excess lubrication of the cup causes it to leak air and it
quickly becomes unserviceable. Replacement of the cup is a time consuming direct
support job.

(c) Recommendation: All using units should be advised to use a very sparing
amount of lubricant on this item.

(3) AN/PRC Operation.

(a) Observation: AN/PRC radios become Inoperative when used with the supply
type pack frame.

(b) Evaluation: The exposed metal sections of the frame top can short out the

radios' artenna. This can be prevented by wrapping black electrical tape around the
top sections of the frame.

(c) Recommendation: All back packs used to carry AN/PRC 25s be taped in this

manner.

(4) Use of Military L23699 Oil.

(a) Observation: The use of Mil L23699 high detergent oil in the L13
engine has prolonged engine life.

(b) Evaluation: Mil L23699 high detergent oil has proven very effective in
reducing engine oil consumption in those L13 engines in which it is being used. Ex-
perience has shown that the oil should be converted at the time of engine install-
ation or within 100 flying hours. Thorough flushing of the old non-detergent
L7808 oil must be accomplished during the conversion.

(c) Recommendation: The oil in all L-13 aircraft engines should be converted
to Mil L23699 as outlined above.

(5) Driveshaft driver oil for AH-IG.
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(a) Observation: Numerous problems have been epcountered with the drive shaft
driver oil cooling system on the earlier version of the AN-IG aircraft.

(b) Evaluation: A bleed air oil cooler system is used on newer models of the
AH-IG and has been far more successful than the older drive shaft system. This
bleed air system can be applied to the oider model AH-lGs as an WNO and would great-
ly reduce the field maintenance hours presently beirg expended to repair the drive
shaft system.

(c) Recommendation: This HWO should be applied to all AIl-IG aircraft as soon
as operational requirements allow it.

(6) Final Drive Failures.

(a) Observation: There is high failure rate of final drives on track vehicles
during heavy operations in heavy jungle.

(b) Evaluation: During these operations the primary factor in the high failure
rate of the final drives is the requirement for the tracks to break through the thick
underbrush encountered in heavy jungle. A resulting heavy demand is placed on the
supply system when a major operation with track vehicles is conducted in this type
of terrain.

(c) Recommendation: All necessary actions be taken to insure an adequate
stockage of track vehicle final drives is on hand prior to any large operation in
heavy jungle.

(7) IOOKW Generator-Holt Brothers.

(a) Observatinn: Loss of power on Holt Brothers 100KW generator sets has been
observed.

(b) Evaluation: Inspection of the generator set revealed that the fuel filter
had not been changed at the proper interval, allowing them to become so clogged that
not enough fuel could pass through them to keep the engine running at full power.
After installation of new filters the generator set again operated correctly.

(c) Recouendation: Emphasis should be placed on changing fuel filters in
the Holt Brothers 10OKW generator sets.

(8) H79 Grenade Launchers.

(a) Observation: Cocking levers on the M79 grenade launchers become loose and
unserviceable through normal usage.

(b) Evaluation: Rather than replacing the worn cocking lever, a simple shim
can be placed between the receiver and the cocking lever. This satisfactorily tight-
ens the lever, resulting in much time saved and fewer levers expended.

(c) Recommendation: Armament shops consider repairing worn cocking levers
using-a shim rather than by replacment of the lever.

(9) Installation of the M105 Telescope Mount.

(a) Observation: Improper installation of the M105 Telescope Moun can cause
severe damage.

(b) Evaluation: The M105 telescope is mounted adjacent to the main gun in
M48A3 turret and is supported in the rear by an "L" shaped mount which is located
just above the manual firing mechanism for the main gun. If the mount is not prop-
erly secured to the telescope it will swing down to a position Just below the firing
mechanism. If the main gun is elevated with the mount in this position, the manual
firing mechanism will be forced against the mount causing it damaae.

(c) Recommendation: The M105 telescope mount must be secured in the proper
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position at all times and checked frequently to insure that it has not become loose.
If mounting bolts are not available, the mount should be completely removed and
stored until the proper bolts are available.

(f) (C) Organization:

(1) Airborne Personnel Detector.

(a) Observation: The Airborne Personnel Detector is being used extensively as
an intelligence collecting medium and can become more useful as refinements are de-
veloped to improve its reliability.

(b) Evaluation: The original concept of personnel detection was based on the
machine's ability to detect human beings because of some product emitted solely by
man (ammonia). Although there has been much doubt in the commander's mind concern-
ing the reliability of the instrument, he was willing to accept it on the basts of
its theoretical operating concept. A considerable effort has been made by the lab-
oratory to disprove the basic theory of operation. Subsequently, a new model has
been developed which is only more sensitive to the normal conditions that exist in
a battlefield environment.

(c) Recommendation: Research should be continued in the development of a true
human detector. The rriginul theoretical concept should be explored to determine
some other things cnat are solely peculiar to man and which can be detected by the
machine.

(2) Defoliants.

(a) Observation: In the Vietnam environment a considerable effort is made to

rid specific areas of vegetation. This is particularly true in any area involving
security such as traffic routes and defense perimeters.

(b) Evaluation: Defoilants have been used around base camps to kill vegetat-
ion. The standard defoilants available in-country do not fulfill the commander's
requirements. Approved projects have been obtained to defoilate base camp perim- 4
eters. "Perimeters are sprayed with a defoilant and burned off. Within 30 to 60
days almost complete regrowth occurs. In addition to the standard defoilants in-
ability to provide semi-permanent kill to foilage, there is the inherent danger of
run off or seepage into the local waterways which can cause damage to crops during
the rainy season which is also the growth season.

(c) Recommendation: A contact kill chemical spray should be developed. The
spray must not posess any residual effects nor present hazard to vegetation other
than that to which it is directly applied.

(3) Telet pewriter TT-4/TG, Reperforator - Transmitter TT-76/GGC, and
typewriter T-98.

(a) Observation: The TT-4, TT-76, and TT-98 teletype equipment are slow in
speed, antiquated, and unreliable.

(b) Evaluation: The TT-4s, TT-76s, and TT-98s have been in the inventory
too long a period of time. The teletype equipment presently on hand are the same
items of equipment that were issued to this unit prior to its departure for RVN and
have been in constant 24-hour service since arrival in RVN. The equipment has been
repaired, adjusted, and readjusted numerous times; consequently it is now approaching a
point of being almost unrepairable. Experience has shown that speeds above ...
are prohibited due to a vast increase in maintenance requirements. The slowness of
the equipment, in addition to the daily large volume of messages, produces an un-
desirable backlog.

(c) Recommendation: That a new generation of tactical teletype equipment be
developed, with faster speed, ease of maintenance, and better reliability.

g. (C) Other:
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(1) PsyOps Directed at VCI and Local Village Guerrillas.

(a) Observation: Impersonal PsyOps is not an effective means of approaching
VCI and local VC village guerrillas with the concept of Chieu Hoi.

(b) Evaluation: VCI and local village guerrillas are not usually affected by
impersonal quantitative PsyOp such as that disseminated by aerial leaflet and loud-
speaker missions. These impersonal media lack the impact needed to override their
deep idealogical beliefs and to achieve the desired response of rallying. The en-
emy personnel are not subject to the same pressures, i.e. air and artillery, lack
of food, that their field units must endure. They do not have the same psycholog-
ical vulnerabilities. The white envelope concept, originated by the 2d Bde S5 is
an excellent media with which to communicate with local VC/VCI. This program
reaches the VC/VCI through their families. Each family who has a relative in the
VC/VCI is given a white envelope. The envelope contains a letter of amnesty from
the local village or District Chief, a Chieu Hloi appeal, rally instructions, and a
safe conduct pass. This system Icings psychological pressure on both the family
and the target.

(c) Recommendation: That OB sections and S5s establish a system where con-
tinual targeting of this nature can be employed. A thorough, comprehensive cam-
paign of this nature should yield worthwhile results.

3. (U) Section 3, Headquarters, Department of the Army Survey Information. None.

FOR THE COMMANDER:
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DM, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 14 JUN1969

THRU: Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN AVHGC(DST): APO 96375

Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report -
Lessons Learned of the 1st Infantry Division for the period ending 30
April i969, with the following exception and comment

a. Reference paragrapn le(1)(e) 4., line 23. "Northwestern" should
read "northeastern".

b. Reference paragraph 2b(17).

(1) Policies regarding mine warfare in II FFORCEV are announced in
Annex N, II FFORCEV Tactical Standing 0pdrating Procedure, dated 13 March
1969. Offices of record for minefields are as follows:

(a) US/FWMFA2 517 Engineer Detachment (Terrain)

(b) ARVNs III CTZ Engineer

(2) A report is submitted periodically of all known minefields in
III CTZ. This report goes to all assigned, attached, and OPCON units in
II FFORCEV as required.

(3) It is known that uncharted minefields exist throughout the area.
Many of these date back to French operations in the area. The marking,
recording, and reporting of these minefields is the responsibility of the
unit discovering it, as outlined in FM 20-32.

FOR THE COOW ADER:

BC ACDON j0

M O

UtT. AGC
Assl AG
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HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, A11O San Francisco 96375 22 JUL 19G9

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters, 1st Inf-
antry Division.

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning "Uncharted Minefields," section II, page
34, paragraph b(17); concur that the decision to install a minefield should
be carefully considered. MACV Directive 525-30, dated 8 June 1969, establ-
ishes policies and procedures for the employment of land mines in RVN, and
adequately prescribes hecessary records and reports for the transfer of
minefield responsibility between US and RVNAF units. Nonconcur that it
should become policy that an installing unit will remove its own minefields.
If a minefield is removed shortly after being emplaced, the knowledge and
experience of the emplacing unit would be a distinct asset in the removal
operation. However, if the minefield has been emplaced for a considerable
amount of time, this advantage is lost. In either case, a thorough and
accurate minefield record, if available, is the key to a successful removal
operation.

b. Reference item concerning "VCI mining techniques," section II, page

34, paragraph b(19); nonconcur. Under circumstances requiring I the employ-
ment of an AVLB, mining of the bypass should be suspected and a sweep con-
ducted. Concur that ambushes be positioned near installed AVLBs. Wen
feasible, an AVLB should not be left unsecured, and an ambush is recommended
near any area of suspected mining activity.

c. Reference item concerning "Radio Relay and Carrier Attendants
(KOS 31M20)," section II, pages 34-35, paragraph c(1); concur. This mat-
ter has been previously recognized by Headquarters USARV. Action is cur-
rently in progress which will forward this matter to the US Army South-

eastern Signal School at Fort Gordon, Georgia for appropriate resolution.

d. Reference item concerning "Compression Cups of 81m Mortar," section
II, page 35, paragraph e(2); concur. TM 9-3064 and LO 9-260 apply. Auth-

orized lubrication points are specified and only light lubrication of bearing

surfaces is prescribed. Lubrication of the compression cup is not authorized

because oil will cause the rubber to become unserviceable. Proper lubrication

of 81mm mortars will be emphasized in the monthly USARV Maintenance Summary.

No further action required at higher headquarters.
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e, Reference item concerning "Use of Military L23699 Oil," section II,
page 35, paragraph e(4); concur, USARV Letter, subject: Use of MIL-L-23699
and MIL-L-7808 Oils in Army Turbine Powered Aircraft, dated 3 May 1969,
directed the use of MIL-L-23699 in all Army aircraft turbine engines.

f. Reference item concerning "Driveshaft driver oil for AH-1G," section
II, page 35, paragraph e(5); concur. MWO 55-1520-221-30/11, Bleed Air Driven
Cooler, has been in effect since 23 August 1968.

g. Reference item concerning "179 Grenade Launchers," section II, page
36, paragraph e(8); nonconcur. The cocking lever is an authorized repair
part, replaceable at field maintenance level. DSUIs are authorized to stock
the lever on an "as required" basis. Neither the cost of the lever nor the
time required for replacement is prohibitive. The use of shims as a field
expedientis acceptable but complete repair should be made as soon as parts
and time are available. The unit. will be informed of this and encouraged
to submit an EIR. No further action required at higher headquarters.

h. Reference item concerning "Defoliant," section II, page 37, para-
graph f(2). Nonconcur with recommendation that a contact kill chemical
spray should be developed. Chemicals such as Soil Sterilants and Growth
R-tardants have been developed. Thiir use in RVN is restricted. MACV
Directive 525-1 prescribes the policies, responsibilities and procedures
governing the application of "Growth Retardants".

i. Reference concerning "Teletypewriter TT-4/TG, Reperforator-Trans-
mitter TT-76/GGC, and Teletypewriter TT-98," section II, page 37, para-
graph f(3); concur. This matter has been previously recognized and con-
sidered by USARV. It was submitted as an ENSURE requirement for Forward
Area Tactical Teletype (FATT), and was subsequently disapproved by DA as
being too costJ7. The development of an improved generation of teletype
equipment is part of the normal equipment development process at DA. This
recommendation should be brought to the attention of the USAECQK at Fort
Monmouth, N.J.

J. Reference item concerning "PSYOPS Directed at VCI and Local Village
Guerrillas," section II, page 38, paragraph g(1); concur. Selection of themes
and media for the exploitation of a specific target audience is critical to the
success of PSYOP. Local VC/VCI, because of their strong beliefs in Communist
ideology and their position in the community and family, are not vulnerable to
the same propaganda themes and media as are personnel in field units. Intel-
ligence agencies and PSYOP personnel must continually attempt to identify VC/VCI
and develop PSYOP media designed to exploit their specific vulnerabilities.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C. D. WILSON
iLT, AG"

Cy furn: Ai~tiAfant Adwtant Geeral

Ist Inf Div 41
II FFV



GPOP-DT (15 May 69) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 1t Inf Div for Period Ending

30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 3 AUG 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE CG(IADER IN CHIEF:

C. L Sf10117
CPT, AGC
As* AG
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CHA rTM 1

GIEERAL

1. IT-ODUTION AND PURISE: This booklet is a ready reference to inform
unit commanders in the 1st Infantry Division of engineer support available
and how it is allocated to support combat operations.

2. QE This booklet is organized into 10 chapters. Each chapter is
devoted to one type of engineer support and discusses what each type of
support will accomplish, what it consists of, how it may be obtained, and
responsibilities of the requesting unit to assist the engineer element in
its support role.

3. ORGANIZATION OF ENGINM SUPPORT: There are elements of four mgineer
battalions deployed in the .Ixt Division TAOI. The 1st Engineer Battalion,
which is organic to the division, has four line companies, a Headquarters
Company, plus a float bridge company. The other battalions represented are
the 168th and 31st Eigineer Battalions (Combat)- and the 34th Engineer Bat-
talion (Construction). These battalions are part of the 20th Engineer Bri-
gade. Other floating bridge, panel bridge, and construction equipment units
as well as water point capability are available on request to support specific
projects or operational requirements.

4. CONCEPT OF DEPLOYING ENGINEM SUPPORT: The engineer line companies of
the 1st Ehgineer Battalion are normally placed in direct support of the
brigades or in general support of the division.- The companies are disposed
as follows: A Co in direct support of 1st Brigade, B 00 in direct support of
2nd Brigade lcated at Di An, C Co in direct support of 3rd Brigade located
at Lai Khe, D Co in general support at Lai Khe, and E Co, the float bridge
company, is in Di An. When the requiremnts for engineer support within the
division exceed the capability of the divisional engineer battalion, addi-
tional non-divisional engineer support is requested b the Division E&gineer
from II MEV. Support is normally provided by the 168th or 34th Engineer"attalions.

]. GINE E~UIPT AN) SPECIQAL ED TEAMS: The following are major items
,xf engineer equipment and specialized teams available from the 1st Engineer
Battalion to support the 1st Division.

EOUIRMT:

5 ton dump trucks - 13 per line Co and 6 in Headquarters Company

Bulldozers - 2 per line Co

Rene Plows - 6 each (NQ Co)

20-ton Rough Terrain Cranes - 3 each (2 ea HQ Co - 1 E Go)
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Graders - 2 per line Co and 6 each HO. Co

Scoop loaders - 3 per line Co and 2 HQ Co

Concrete Mixors - 1 per line Co

Tank Dozers - 4 each HQ Co

AVLBs - Class 60, 60-ft spn

Launchers -, 4 each E Co

Bridges - 6 each E Co

Bridging Capability - Class 12 and Class co rafts and bridges (E Co)

Water Supply Points - 1500 GPH - 5 each, 600 GPA - 4 each

SPFXCALIZED TEMS

Tunnel rats - 1 four-man team

Construction Survey Team - 1 team

Daolition Teams - 3 per line company

Mine Sweep Parties - 3 per line company

Landing Zone Tema - 3 per line company

Land Clearing Team (Rome Plows) - I each Bn HQ.
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CPTIR 2

ROAD OPINGO rID HaMIELD = HIN

1. PtSPOEs

a. This chapter discusses road opening operations and minefield
clearing. These activities become necessary when a unIt or elementplans
to rAve using an established road or when a unit mw.-aters a minefield in
moving croascountry..

b. Breaching a minefield will normally be accomplisnec by opening lanes
to pass traffic andy -in more deliberate manner, clearing the remainder of the
field at a later time. Procedures for 'clearing lanes are similar to the
procedure .outlined. below in. learing -a route.

2. P§ONZL AND QUnlP=: The minae sweep party.

a. Personnel: Thi ndne sweep prty consists of 1 NCOIC a rd 3 .mine'
detecting tems of 2 men each,

b. Zuipmnt and' supplies:

(1) 3 mine dbtectbrs w/spere batteries

(2) 3 mine probes

(3) 1 AN/1'RC-25' radio.

(4) 120 2-foot pieces engineer tapo (40 permarker/prober'

(5) 3 rolls white marking tape (I .per mrker/prober).

(6) 2 nonelectric demlition kits

(7) 3 band smoke grenades other than white or red

(8) 3 white smoke rifle grenades"

(9) 1 red smoke hand grenade

(10) 1 coWass

(11) Appropriate maps

3. M TMIS OF PMNMO :

a. OIC or NCOIU: An OIC will accompany the parties when two or more are
dispatched to the same location from one company. The OIC and/or NCOIC will



supervise the party and maintain commuications with higher headquarters and
direct contact with the security element.

b. Ine detector operators 1, 2, and 3: Maintoin echelon with 25 meters
separation between operators (See enclosed sketch). Sweep lane and call
marker/prober forward to mark suspected mines. Carefully observe area for
booby traps. Once a suspected mine is marked, move forward in lane.

c. Markers/Proberst Remin 10 meters from detector operators, move
forward only to mark suspected mines with a foot-long tape strip. B3in
probing when all personnel are at least 10 meters away. If mine is located,
notify NCOIC and prepare to destroy in place or anchor marking tape and
move on. If no metal is found, have operator recheck area. Destroy a
suspected mine by using one pound of demolition each. Clear area for 100
meters and inform security before detonating charge. Mines will not be
disarmed or reoved without specific authorization from CO. Ist Engineer
Battalion.

4. PLANNING FACTOR: The mine sweep party can clear about 1-2 KM per hour.
The tine to open a route can be reduced by putting additional sweep parties
along the route. 'The 1st Ebgineer Battalion is organized and equipped to
provide 3 mine sweep parties from each company. A total of 12 mine sweep
parties are on standby with 9 of these based in Lai Khe and 3 based in
Di An. Additional nine sweep parties can be obtained from the supporting
engineer units when these 1 st Engineer Battalion paraies are out of position
or already committed.

5. HOW SUPPORT IS ACQUIRED: A unit forced to move over an unsecured route
may obtain support from the brigade direct support engineer company and
additional support from the 1ot Engineer Battalion by requesting it through
the division G3.

6. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THI SUPPORTED UNIT: The tactical unit designated by
division has responsibility for the following:

a. Conduct of the road opening.

b. Coordinating subordinate tactical elements.

c. Preparation of a plan for mine sweeping of roads.

d. Provision for emergency repair of roads.

o. Security along route.

f. Arranging for insertion of engineer mine sweep parties at NDPAON
positions on day prior to the road opening and transportattion for their
return to-base camp.

:,sv
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CHAPTER 3

LANDM ZONE CONSTRUT ION

1. PURPOSE: The Landing Zone Team supports tactical operations by cutting
a landing sone in about 6 to 8 pours depending upon the size of the trees and
amount of vegetation. The LZ will consist of approach and landing areas to
support up to 5 Ul-is, simutneouslyr. The LZ Team can be employed by air
landing to improve an odsting LZ or by ladder descent from a CH-47 t,

construct an LZ from virgin Jungle. Landing Zone Toams are normally employed
to develop an expedient landing zone. !n addition, the team my be used to
enlarge and cxpand the NDP position or a unit.

a. CH-47 delivered teams. (Standard Team)

(1) Generally usel in hery Jungle, or when no Ul-I LZs are
available. The tem is delivared in one or two lifts: The first lift
consists of personnbl (20-25) and asling loadp kit ?1, which is picked up by
the book or winch and loweared before pQrsonnel xt f om the aircraft on the
ground or by ladder. If conditions require, "as myq #2 kits as necessary ore
brought in. All kits must be equipped with a 100' cable,. or larger.
Composition and features of kits are covered in Inclosure R.

(2) Pilots mst be thoroughly briefed on the following:

(a) Conopt of operation.

(b) Pickup of kite.

'(c). Location of 1Z.

(d) Frequency, call sign of ground unit.

(e) Frequency, call sign of LZ Team, hookup tem.

(3) A hookup team, e uipped with goggles ana radio, =ist be used.

( ) Procedure:

(a)' Personnel load..

(b) CH-47 picks up kit #1 (it winch is used, detach 100' cable).

*(c) Fly 'to LZ site.,

(d) Pilot calls ground unit for simrking of LZ and clearance to
hover.

5o4



(e) CH-47 lowers kit #1 to ground.

(f) Troops exit or descend ladder, team leader first.

(g) Team leader evaluates LZ, tells pilot to pickup kit #2,
if required.

(h) Pilot calls back to hook up team.

(i) Kits #2 are delivered by cable.

(J) Steps g thru i are beat coordinated by an airboine
commander in a C&C helicopter.

b. UH-1 delivered teas (Special Teams) - The tactical commander can
have a standma-d team or a special purpose team delivered by P3-1 sorties if
the landing area is sufficient and CH-47 aircraft are unavailable. Some of
the planning factors involved are as follows:

(1) Typical °3-1 load for personnel is 5 men with personnel gear,
tools, chain saws, and mixed gasoline.

(2) Typical UH-1 load for supply consists of 1000-1200 pounds of
demolition of the type required by terrain and vegetation.

(3) A standard team insertion by UH-1 would require eight (8)
sorties. The first three would be personnel, the fomth and fifth sorties
supply, and the sixth through eighth sorties carry the reminder of the
personnel.

(4) If any demolition reimpply is needed, it, will be airlifted by
eith UH-1 or CH-47. By the time resupply would no+iilly be required, the
LZ should be large onQugh to accept a CH-47.

2. 3)WSUPPOR IS A CA& : LZ Team are on 30 minuto standby in Lai Khe
4'.!d Di An. They are controlled by G3, 1et Infantry Division. Advising
the direct support company of the requirsment will start the 30 minute
preparation tine a little earlier.

3. RESPONSIBILITY OF THE -SUPPORTED UNIT: The requesting unit must provide
aircraft to lift the team of te ma and the resupply kits is necessary.
Security during the cutt.rg operation is the responsibility of the tactical
unit requesting the LZ. Finally, the requesting unit rr"st provide aircraft
to return the unit to their home base.

5143
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Inclosure 1 (Kit Composition) LZ Construction

1. 2EM : This outline is a guide only,, Allowance rst be moe for
different make of chain saws (gas-oil mixture, type of chain, spark plug,
starter asseebly, etc), type of demolition (Tetrytol haversacks reqiAe
C4 booster), etc.

2. Chain saw rapair kit (packed in combat pack).

3 ea 9/16 box end wrenches

3 ea pliers

3 ea 12" adjusting wrench

3 eon flt files

3 ea screw drivers

3 bn files (chain sv), filing guides

*3 en chain blades

*2 ea spark plugs

*2 ea starter assembly springs

*2 chain adjusting screws

*For each type saw

3. LZ Kit #1 (2000# Lmit - initial kit)

1600# demolition (type determined by reconnaissance)

5 gallons uixcd gasbline

10 gallons potable water

5 gallons O oil

3 ea brush books

5 en axes

4 ea picks

2 ea 2-man crosscut saws

J~ ,
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4 ea shovels

1 case detonation cord

1 case time fuse

1 small reel firing wire

1 ea blasting mchine

1 ea galvanometer

2 e. hamers

1 sack nails, engineer tape

6 ea files

4. LZ Kit #2 (6000# Limit - Dcolition resupply)

5200# demolition (type determined by reconnaissance)

2 cases detonation cord

I roll firing wire

15 gallons mixed gasoline

15 gallons potable water

5 gallons OE oil

1 can time fuse

2 cases M60 amrmnition

1 case '79 amnlition

5. The following material is required for each kit:

a. 100' cable, J" or 5/8" diameter (looped each end)

b. 6 cable clamps

c. 2 ea clevis, assembly FMI 1670-0905354

d. 2 ea sling, endless, nylon webbing, 10,000# cap, 10" diameter
FSN 3940-675-5001

5S-



e. 1ea sling, Cargo, ea leg adjustable FS 1670-242-9169

f. Net, Cargo, Rope, 10,000# capacity



Inclosure 2 (LZ Specifications)

1. QER: LZs geesr&U cbz be classified in two categories: Pioneer
and Hasty. Pioneer LZs mot minimzn standards and should be improved to

* Hasty as soon as possible.

2. 2&CIIATIgN:

1D C

LZ width Pioneer 100' 150' 1 -

Hasty 150' 200'

Pad Size 12'x40' 20'x40'

MAdum height of pad
obstructions 6" 10"

Maximun height of approach 31 3'

Distance between pads 100' 150'

Glide path Pioneer 1:5 1:5

Hasty 1:10 I10

/e



Inclosure 3 (Construction Technique)

1. a : LZ conotruction is characterized by extremely hard work for
a few hours. Positiva leadership and good training required to
minimize wasted effort.

2. SEMCE CO N &RUCTION:

a. Immediately after landing, the OIC designates the azimuth of the LZ,
decides if additional demolitions are needed, and coordinates with tho
tactical commander for any resupply needed.

b. Crews are broken down to clear the central zone (LZ itself) nnd the
approach zones.

c. An aid point and chain saw repair point are established in a central
location.

d. Clearing of the central zone is done by clearing the large trees
first, then the smaller trees and brush. Madmi-m height for vegetation in
the central zone is 3'. The actual helicopter pad areas must be cleared to
a height of 6" and be relatively smooth.

e. Clearing of the approach zones is accomplished by first cutting the
tall trues for the entire area of the zone. The glide path must be cleared
as soon as possible to allow aircraft access.

f. As much as possible, use demolitions to fell the larger trees in
order to save time and allow the clearing of a larger area.

a. Use Bangalore Torpedoes on bamboo and thick brush. Set the charges

ia parallel lines 10 feet apart to get m3rawm clearing.

b. Use shaped charges on ant hills.

c. Use large ring mains, large charges, and Rfre as seldom as possible.

d. Always dual prime, with electric caps if possible.

e. Aj= coordinate closely with the eecurity unit before blasting.
Double check the blast area for personnel before detonating the charges.

f. Coordinate with supported unit for extraction.

g. Subeit progress reports to the supported unit and to "lst Pagineer
'Battalion It possible.



CHAPT 4

TUNNEL SFM U A DET ROUCTION

1 . PURPOSE: The VC have used their skil1s and the soft sandy soil to good
advantage to move their facilities underground. To eliminate and destroy
the enemy, these facilitiq must be explored, neutralized, and time permit-
ting, destroyed. Engineer support is available to units operating in the st
Division TAOR. This support consists of Tunnel Rat Teams. Like other forms
of engineer support, the direct support companies respcrd C-iroctly to brigade
req uiruients and the Tunnel Rats are tasked by the division G3.

2. COMPOSITION OF TEAMS:

a. The demolition team is a part of the englneer company. Each platoon
has 6 demolition specialists. The remainder of the platoon asnist by
positioning explosives and preparing charges. In a 4 hour period, this
demolition team can normally destroy a VC base camp of 20 bunkers.

b. Tunnel Rats: A Tunnel Rat Team consists of 4 men including a team
leader. They are carefully selected soldiers, trained and equipped to go
into holes and tunnels where they explore, map, confiscate, and destroy
enemy material.

3. AVAI@I LITY AND DISPOSITION: The Tunnel Rats are on 30 minute call.
A unit having need of this support should initiate a :ce:u-st through higher
headquarters to G3. The demolition team is also available in each brigade
area from the direct support company and additional support can be allocated
If necessary.

4. MUM=S: The requesting unit must provide transportation support
for the Tunnel Rats and/or demolition team. In the field these units vast
be secured by a tactical unit. Finally, when the mission is complete,
transportation is required to return these tws to their bnse camp.

5. D'S AND DONTS

a. If you come across what appears to be a tunnel complex, notify your
next. higher confzniaYg'u your chain of command. The Tunnel Rats will be
noltified and flown to $,ur location by helicopter.

b. When approaching an entrance to a tunnel or bunker, stay out of the
field of fire from that hole. Too many people have been killed by haphazard
movement around a hole.

c. Do not use smoke grenades to try to find out where the tunnel
entrances and exits are located. This only hinders the Tunnel Rats when they
investigate the tunnels.



bed. If p~ul2ling seourity for the Tunnel Rats while they are _n a hole,bespecially aler't. If a VO or an NVA is in the-tunnel, he may try toexit through your entrance/exit.



-' CHAPTM 5

1. To control rivers and tidal areas, thrreby eliminating
theLr use by VC azd NVA units as resupply and infiltration routes.

2. 00W~TIj&xj: I Co, lot Vginer BE.-talion, is the division': ogonio
bridge company. In addition to 4 sets of 1HVT6 float bridge (540 feet), the
occany has tools and equipment related to its bridge mission. For uxnmple,

the Light Tactical Raft and outboard motors, and the bridge erection boats
can be used to maneuver a patrol through a tidal erma area. The float
bridge can be asaobled into rafts to carry tanks, trucks, or artillery.

3. AVAILABILITY AND DISPOS~TIVI: River search equipment is aveallable for
division support missions. The bridge company has 8 Light Tactc.l Fift
half pontons. Outfitted with outboard motors, these have provex best
suited to river search operations in the Nipa palm area east of Saigon.
In more rapidly moving streoms and rivers where there is always at least
40 inches of water, the bri0gc, erection boats have been ,ed. While these
are very powerful boats, they are slow and have limited troop space. Never
the less the. can be used to good advantage in the Dong Nai and other large
rivers. Sach of theao boat %ssa*lies should be armd aith automatic
weapons. These automatic weapons have provided fire s-: ,o'&orLty over the
enea forces when engaged. All this equipmnt is in i An bat it can be
roved quickly by truck or aircraft to a field location,

4. M: Requesting units must be prepared to secure and provide
transMrtation for resupply to these search units. The boats will be
cceple'e with trained operators and mechanics to perform limited repair.
In searching river banks, it is desirable to have overhead cover and
artllcvy fire on call. If engaged, the boats will require additional fire
support to eliminate the enw in his prepared position near the stream banks
,%s the boats have limited maneuverability. River searches have proven highly
nouccessful in denying VC and NVA use of abandoned waterways for movwent.
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CHAPTRg 6

ENGRME1 ROt~fE RECONNAIM8ACE fINTIWIG O

1. PUPO_ To provide the cormander Vith tinely and continuing
intelligiece concerning geographic features of the terrain.

2. W: The 1st Engineer Battalion collects and processes
inforation oat

a. xiating I\)Lutes and ther physical characteristics

b. Bridges

c. Ford and ferry sites

d. Tunnels, underpasses, and other traffic obstructions

e. Artificial obstructions such as roadblocks, craters, blown culverts
or bridges, and mined areas

f. Location of engineer materials

This unit has the personnel and equipcent required to perform this

mission with the exception of ground security forces for a ground recon
and aircraft for an aerial recon.

3. RUET FOR SUPPORT: All requests for support should be referred to S3,
lt %ginew Battalion.

4. UPR UNIT RESONSIILITIES: For special information requests, the
supported unit will provide security if a ground reconnaissance is necessary
and aircraft is an aerial reconnaissance is necessary.

5. RRTING OF XINS AND MINE INCIDENTS: A special interest subject to
his headquarters is the reporting of mines and nine incidents. Each mine
acident should be reported to G2/G3 giving al information Possible for
tudy and evaluation to find a way to counteract these mines. This

inormation should include as a minlziz the following:

a. Location (six digit coordinates)

b. Date and time found

a. Method of detection

d. Origin of nanufacture

e. Type firing device



!i
f. Last friendl:' passage

g. Patent of damage

h. Total casualtias

i. When possible, a diagram showing terrain features, to include asketch of device., wires, depth buried, width and surface of road

J. Civilians in area

k. Warning indicators - VERY IDWORTANT

1. 1 t &gineer Battalion maintains a nine density chart of .ll nines
found in the TAOI, available to all interested users.

6. INDIVIDUaL RESONS ILITIEI: Intelligence is a two!way operatAon, and an
effective intelligence program relies heavily upon timely Input from sub-
ordinate units. In this regard, it is the responsibility of all personnel
to report information on all itans listed in paragraph 5 above.

4'i
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CUAPTM 7

DWENSIVE POSITIONS AND PE8OML RUKM

1. PURPOSE: To provide guidance to supported units requesting naterials,
plans, technical assistance for construction of bunkere and defensive
positions.

2. PBLITE: The 1 ot Engineer Battalion has on hand standard designs
for a wide variety of facilities ranging from two-man perimeter positions
to brigade headquarters sizd TOCs. If a standard design for the requested
facility is not on hand, the battalion has the capability to prepare
specifications for special facilities.

3. REQUETING SUPPORT:

a. Units having a need for protective structures at base camps should
submit their requirements on a DA Form 2496 through Base Develorment
channels to the Installation B&gineer for siting approval. Upon approval,
the request is forwarded through the Div Arty S-4 (for units at Lai Khe)
or DISCOM (for units at Di An) to the lt S&T Battalion which issues the
materials based on standard bill of materials. Protective structures should
normally be constructed by the using unit with technical assistance from
supporting engineer units.

b. Protective structures at NDP, FSBs, etc, are requested through
operations (S3/G3) channels. Once approved materials are obtained by the
constructing unit (normlly requesting unit) from the 1st ST Battalion
through supply (84/) channels.



CHAPTER 8

WATER SUPPLY

1. PP E: To acquaint the tactical units of the 1 at Infantry Division
with the capabilities of the 1 st Engineer Battalion to provide witer
purification in field\locations and how to. request this service.

2. CAPABILITIES: The 1st Engineer Battalion is authorized five truck-
mounted water purification units with a unit capacity of 1500 eallons of
potable water per hour. These units are self-contained in a 2t- ton truck
with cargo trailer. The battalion is also authorized and has available
four smaller 600 gallon per hour purification units.

3. REQUESTS FOR SUPPORT: All units with a requirement for on-site water
purification can obtain this support by requesting through the S3
1 st Eagineer Battalion.

4. RESPOnSIBILITIES: The units receiving this support are required to
provide quarters, rations, and POL to the water supply aection. The
supported unit will also provide work site security and mine sweeping and
clearing of the work site every day the water point is operational.



CHAPTER 9
RMORGANIZATIOa OF ,ENGIEE.. L§ INFANTRY

. MISSON: The secondary mission of the 1 at Engineer Battalion
is to reorganize and fight as an infantry battalion.

2. M I _IN Wher 'eorganized to fight as infantry, the engineer

battalion will provide zhe following forces:

a. Each squad will be organized as a 1O-man squad.

b. Each platoon will have 3 rifle squads plus a four-man coumand
group for a totol of 34 men.

a. Each company will consist of three rifle platoons and a company
headquarters. The size of the company headquarters will vary depending on
type of mission assigned and relationship to the battalion hendqurters.

d. The battalion reorganized will consist of the battalion forward
headquarters and four line companies.

e. Battalion forward will consist of the command group, the complete
S2 and S3 sections, representatives of the S1 and S4 sections plus the
necessary support sections of Headquarters Company to insure full operation.

f. Battalion rear will consist of the reminder of Headquarters Company,
the bulk of the Si and S4 sections plus all stored tools and vehicles of the
four line companies. Also the rear detachment of the line companies and the
bridge company will be co-located with battalion rear as to provide local
security and resupply capability. Senior officer present will be in command
of the battalion rear.

3. The boaitment of engineers as infantry requires time to store the
tools and special equipment, to relocate the personnel to provide the
ossential non-combat activities, and to establish the logistic support for
tio comitted unit. In addition to the above, artillery liaison personnel,
additional indirect fire weapons, and communication equipment should be

ovided to bring the unit to full effectiveness.

4. Divisional engineer urIts my be reorganized to fight as any type of
infantry unit. Therefore, the divisional engineer unit has incorporated
in its field SOP, plans to insure the proper transformation with a xainimi
elapsed time.



CHAPTER 10

Amy-MPIE IZER AD M)WES

1. PURSE: To provide guidance to supported units requesting air ' 'e

tower construction and movement and deployment of the airmobiie

2. CAj~jM

a. TheI-st Engineer 'ttalion has the capability for construction, and

rigging for air movement of 20' wooden towers. The lt Engineer Battalion

will provide a 4,-man team to prepare a new site location for these airrobile

towers.

b. The I.st Engineer Battalion has one organic cirmobile dozer available

for deployment. Other airnobile dozers can be requested through II FFV.

3. R_.PNIBLTI-

a. Airiobile towers:

(1) Request towers thru division G3.

(2) Request rigging team for ovwuent of tower thru G3.

(3) Rlquesting unit request CH-47 lift for afrnbile tower from

ACC (H-hour).

(4) Provide UH-1 transportation for materials and four man team

at H-4 to the new site location to prepare location to receive tower.

(5) Provide transportation back fron site location to lt Engineer

B&.ttalion for 4-man tean after tower is emplaced.

(6) Provide security for 4-man team while at site location.

(7) Provide lt Engineer Battalion with the call sign of the

ircrnaft to ftte lift, and the time of lift.

b. Airnobile Dozer:

(1) Request for dozer submitted thru G3.

(2) Inforn lt lhgineer Battalion of time and place of pickup.

(3) Provide lot Engineer Battalion with coordinates of location

where dozer will work.

(4) Provide security for dozer and operator.



(5) Request CH-54 lii't to transport dozer to field location.

(6) Provide transportation for operator to field location.

(7) At completion of mission, provide lift -for operator and
dozer back to the 1 st Engineer Battalion.

(8) Provide shelter and meals for operator.

(9) Provide POL support for dozer (21 gallons diosel/8 hour
operation).

(10) As the need requires, notify 1ot Engineer Battalion of
maintenance required and provide transportation for maintenance Vntact
team and repair parts.

4. REPONSIBILITY OF 1 ST EFGIN BATTALION:

a. Airmobile Tower:

(1) Construct and transport all new towers to pickup point.

(2) Rig all towers for airlift.

(3) Provide 4-man team to prepare site and instill to ers.

b. Airmobile Dozer:

'() Provide dozer and bperator.

(2) Rig dozer for air movement.

(3) Provide maintimnce capability.



Si.PARTI*INr OF THl ARIff
HOADQUARTjRS 1ST INFINrRY DIVISION

APO 96345

AM5-TD 1 April 1969

SUBJECT: Mechanized/Cavalry Night Defensive Positions and Fire Support
Patrol Bases

8S4" DISTRIBIrION

1. With the approach of the rainy season, units must initiate planning to
preclude turning mechanized cavalry NDP and FSPB positions into seas of
mud by movement of tracked vehicles.

2. The two most important fnctors in preventing this problem are careful
site selection and thoughtful planning of traffic flow.

a. Sites should be selected, whenever possible, to take maximum
advantage of high ground and natural drainage. Such damage can be
supplemented by ditches dug by hand or bulldozer.

b. The NDP/FSPB should be designed so that all traffic will move on
an access road running inside the wire but outside the night positions
of the tracks. The tracks can then be backed into their night podtions
in such a manner that when the ramp is lowered the necessity for troops
to walk through mud is eliminated.

c. Resupply vehicles moving from the helipad to artillery positins,
mess halls and maintenance areas should also stay on the access road.
The location of activities inside the NDP/FSPB requiring resupply should
-,e carefully planned to avoid internal vehicular mvement. Whenever
:Assible, wheel vehicles should be used to move supplies.

d. Command tracks and other vehicles which must be parked near the
center of the NDP should move into position op a straight line and remain
stationary. Departure routes should be planned to avoid bisecting the IMP.

e. The imaginative preparation of positions currently in use, comple-
mented with Peneprime, laterite, and other materials to prepare walkways
and access roads, will help forestall the buildup of mud when the monsoon
season starts.

Incl 15



AVDB-TD 1 April 1969
SUBJECT: Mechanized/Cavwlry Night Defensive Positions and Fire Support

Patrol Bases

3. Extensions to positions providing access roads for helipads should be
part of the initial planning. The inclosed sketch illustrates a type W3P/
FSPB which may be used as a guide in the development of future mechanized
Cavalry NDP and FSPB.

FOR THE NM IER:

/S/LESTR L. SHDTWiZL
1 Incl /t/LLSTIR E, SwTvy-
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CONFIDENTIAL
DJ.AR'ITIfT OF =I A1U4

H&UW1&nTQR3 INFAM RY DIVISION
APO 6an Francisco %345

24 April 1969
SUBJECXT: Lessons Learned, VCI Operations (U)

1. (C) F This Intelligowe Lessons Learned is intended
to provido intelligence and operational tips to subordinate units
in an effort to imprvo the effectivenoss of cordon and search oper-
ations in the attack against the Viet Cong Infrastructuro (VCI).

2. (C) M

a. The eventual objective in any cordon and suarch operation is
the pacification of the hamlet, village or area. Pacification depends
in large muasure upon the identification and noutrslization of the VCI,
as well as elimination of noa' military forces.

b. Planning for a cordon and search operation is similar to any
other combat operation; however, there are certain intelliganco as-
pects that require special consideration during the plannin and cxe-
cution phases of a cordon and search operation directed against the
VCI. The following items have been extracted from after-action reports
and lessons learned for consideration when subordinate units are given
the mission of conducting a cordon and search operation.

3. (C) t IQLI L SOONS: During the planning phase, consideration
must be givn to exploitating every available source of intelligence,
compiling the intelligence in useful form and having it available, on
sito, during the operation. In addition to requesting information from
US and ARVY S2s, and G2s, the following GV11 agencies can provide infor-
mation on cordon 'and search targets:

a. Provincial and District Intelligence and Operations Coodin-
nating Centers include many agencies that compile intelligence speci-
fically aimed at elimination of the VCI. Included in the PIOCCS an
DIOCCs and what assistance each can render are:

(1) Province and District S2s and advisors: General information
concerning VW activity in the target area.

(2) Phoenix Coordinat6rt Primary point of contact for information
on VCI in the target are-.

(3) National Police: Blacklists and collated studies concerning
VC. Point of contact for National Police Field Force (NPFF), who
will conduc; the search portion of the operation, and Police Special
Branch (PSE), for additional information on the VCI.

(/) Census Grievance: Census overlays and hamlet books, vhich
give house nembors and indicate where VCI or VC sympathizers proaably
live.

b. Provincial Chiau Hoi Centers can select and furnish Hoi Chauh
who are former VC from the target area to identify VC and VC suspects
during the operation. When using Hoi Chanhs or other informants from
the local population to point out VC (suspects), arrngeMonts should

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED
NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN 7:Z
NATIONALSNA,. IONALS " IOWNGRADE AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
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CONFIDENTIAL

be made to allow them to ovaurvu without being Been by tho persons
being screened. Police or M.milar protection should also be provided.
One of the bcst wuys is to have the population Lov past thu concealcd
identifier in ainglo file for an ID card chock or similar adinistra-
tivo process.

c. Mobile interrogation teams should be planned for and utilisod
to gain information fron friendly civilians. The technique used should
be one of inturview, rathur than interrogation, and superfluous ques-
tions should bc planned to pad shorter interviews so that all are of
about the saue length. The interrogation toans should be composed of
US and Vietnamese counterintelligence personnel; the number of teW
should be tailored to population figures.

d. Aerial and ground reconnaissance of thu target area should be
coordinated to preclude repeated rcooandissance of the area and possibly
disclosure of friendly interest in the area.

e. The wide use of aliases by the VC, incomplete blacklists and
problems involved in attnpting to identify eney personnel from a
blacklist without diacritical markings have often reduced the cffcctivc-
ness of an otherwise well-planned operation. Information mst be col-
lected from all available sources, collated, and placed in a format
useable by both GOVI and US elements.

f. Dossiers on the key VC fuactionaries (about 20 in number, on
the average) in the district containinG the target area dould be com-
piled and the inforuation made aecessible to assist in sercening and
interviewing inhabitants of the target area.

g. During the planning stages, a "blueprint" or line and block
chart of the VCI organization in the target area should be constructed
for the People's Revolutionary Party Executive Committee, the Local
Liberation Comittee, National Liberation Front, and the M1ilitary
Affairs ComAittoe. The nmes of known VCI should be added to the
chart. During scrcening and interrogation of the populatica in the
targct area, the blueprints can be used to identify suspects, names
can be added to appropriate positions on the chart, and an accurate
blacklist can be compiled.

h. Joint committees consisting of intelligence and operations
personnol from US, LRVIT and GVU canciea participating in the opratbn
should be catablibhod durine the planning dtagos in order t, docidu
priorities of interest, assist in the collection of inte2ligence and
the preparation of plans for the operation, and insuring that all
coordination is effected.

i. During the operation, representatives from the combined plan-
ning committee should be moved to the area of operations to establish
a c..mbined cornand post in a central location. The same location can
serve as a contral collection poimt for all documents and photographs
and as the assembly area for a centrally-controlled reaction force for
response to intelligence collected during the operation.

J. Imodiate screening and interrogation can take place during
the search of the target area'or at a central collection point. Inter-
rogations in the target area should be done either by the NPFF conduct-
ing the search or by PSB personnel accomanying the NPFF. A 1htypo"
holdings and interrogation center is shown at inclosure 1.

k. The NPFF search teams should be discreetly supervised to insure
that every house is searched thoroughly and systematically and that
every possible concealment device is checked. US personnel, including
at least nine detectors teams, should accompany NPFF teams throughout
the search operation. One means of supervising the *IFF is to include
in the nine detector teams a few selected US supervisory personnel.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Rough sketches and interior and oxterior diuonsiono of dwllincs and
other buildings should be coLnpiloJ no a chock for a future search
against alterations indicating tho construction of possible cncealw t
devices.

1. Conditions pormitting, house-to-housc distribution of leaflets
and other psy-ops uaterials can be used as a 'over for intrvviews with
civilian population or as a rcthod of making contact with informants
or other prsons known to be friendly in order to ou.cit Jnformation
on the VCl.

4. (C) CcI SEP

A. Disclosure of operatioral plans f± r cordon and searches rust
be kept to the absolute Wairaxz. Indiscriminate dissoLtnrtion of oper-
atioal data only increases the likelihood of conprouis of tho opcrotion
and loss of the element if surprise, the key principle in a cordon ozA
search operation. So'j disclosu.-e necessarily occurs when liaison is
Mdo with GVN agepcies for purposes of gaininr intelligonce prior to
the operation, 'jut care mus, Ix taken to linit the c tut and effect
of the discloLro.

B. The fo._lowint • are posoible nethoda for avoiding coouprpc.o of
a planned operation:

13. PIln uv%.wr cn crtnded period of tine to build the intelligence
,ictrL and to dut~r. in. tL. ";ip.n aa" of th; tirUct.

b. Plan several targets simultaneously so that no clear slmplo
target emerges in discussions with GVN agencies.

c. Keep the nunber of individuals contacted in building the intel-
ligence to the minirm necessary. PIOCC and DIOCC personnel, as well
as US advisors and Province/District Chiefs, are well aware of 1he
security probl'- and will cooperate in your efforts.

d. Develop a cover plan to hit on target while you actually ain
at another. This method can be carried to great lengths or kept very
simple.

e. After the intelligence picture is developed, execute the cordon
or seal part of the operation with US troops only, perhaps in hot pur-
suit of a night contact or an intelligence report, and request the
search forces only after the seal is complete. Coop'ration by GVN
agencies in this method depends completely on the support previously
established between US comnders and District officials.

5. (U) M This list of tips is not exhaustive, and addressees
will certainly'have operational and plannin methods derived from their
own lessons leai'ned. Coments and recomondations on VCI operations
are "elcited from all addressees, and should be sent to the ACofS, G2,
lst Irtantry Division, ATTN: G2 CI.
MQRas M-cT CCHMAND ,M: .
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Inclosure 1, Lessons Learned, VCI Operations (U)
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