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ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibiiity, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way suppited the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implicatior or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission tc manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.

o S




i s i g

i v EE N VR GRS ,.q;gm:'-.

U Do aienn aph foupuandily panick crdiy] P75
| [ 38 Rex €7 o CONFIDENTIAL 1 7375 S
| e : EPARTMENT OF THE ARMY %

6 *IFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL ,‘y‘_r"”'

A l5)6AcsFek_|
‘ [y "AGDA (u)'"(?'g:;"gq) POR|ot-uT-692289 [~ ? 17 September—1969

e o’

SUBJECT: Operstional Re <{Lgssons Lgarned, dquarters, 199th
c -}!i'fnntry _p;tgude,cwM‘—/o(l_L)!@
m /Hmmnmmmrm"ec Rg the National

Defense of the United States within the moaning of the
SEE DISTRIBUTION Esplonage Laws, Title 13, UL ¢, ., Section 735 ond

794, Its trancmission ov the vuvolation of ity contenotd

in any manner to un unauthorized person 1is prohibited

law,"”
1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph Sb, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days

E:‘:’j >of receipt of covering letter. '
LIS | ;
- 2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate f

" z benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and '

. G may be adapted for use in developing training material,

. r— - H
3 BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: ﬂ
() :
- 4
v :
—< , i

' 1 Incl ROBERT E. L i

as Colonel, $
Acting The Adjutant General t
DISTRIBUTION: {

Commanding Generals

US Continental Army Command

US Army Combat Developments Command
Commandants

US Army War College
US Army Command and General Staff College L) D C
US Army Adjutant General School ] h"'. R L )

US Army Air Defense School
US Army Armor School

US Army Aviation School

US Army Chaplain School

US Army Chemical School
US Army Civil Affairs Schodl e a
US Army Combat Surveillance School -
US Army Engineer School

US Army Field Artillery School

US Army Infantry School ' .
US Army ol Fio1d service schoot Regraded unclassified when separated

from classified inclosure.
_ CONFIDENTIAL .

oere o)

cme—e . -

A Mm A ;

B
o - e

5
©
5‘.’.
cs
=
G
-

”
——

fo 504 765

S
~
Vi
—
s
N
S\n
O\

\=/
|

‘Best Avallable Copy

-...‘,.....-



) H
g

CONFIDEVTAL

i
|
‘ .
Headquarters 199th Infantry Brigade (Sep)(Light)
APO San Francisco 96279
t
!
t

AVBH.MH

SUBJECTs Operational Report for Headquarters, 199th Infantry Brigade
For Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65, UIC WFEDAB

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Section 1. Operationa: Siemificant Activities
a. Command.

(1) Brigadier General Prederic E. Davison remained in command of the
Bripgsde during the thres month psriod 1 February 1969 - 30 April 1969,

{2) Changos in Command occurred in the 2nd Pattalion, 3d Infantry, 2nd
Battalion, /4Oth Artillery, 3d Battalion, 7th Infantry, D Troop, 17th Cavalry,
313th 3ipgnal Company, 179th Military Intelligenco Dotachment, and Company Y
(Ranpor), 75th lnfantry. Theso chunges urv listed as follows:

|

L ONME POSITION EFF_DATE
! LTC John A. Mess C0, 2nd Battalion, 3d Infantry 21 Peb 69
- LTC Arthur C, Cassolla 00, 2nd Battailon, 40th Artillery 10 Mar 69
. 17C Rodert J. Cottey C0, 3rd Battalion, 7th Infantry 5 Feb 69
v CFT reul J. Petsrson C0, D Troop, 17th Cavalry 19 Mar 69
© CFT Ydugs? D, Yinstead CO, 313th Signal Compuny 22 Feb 69
© €T “geald Jo Besman CO, 179th Military Intelligence Det 1 Feb 69
! G Jesos B, Lewis 00, Coupany M (Runger), 75th Infantry 27 Feb €9

{3) Changes of primary and specisl brigade staff officers were maie
as follous:

P OmaME POSITION DATE

iTC Roy J. Herte Jr. Brigade Executive Officer 5 Feb 69
, LTC Garrett D. Buckner Jr. Bripade S3 1 Feb 69
- MiJ Edvward Jents Bripade S4 15 Mar 69
i MAJ Jack F. iivert Brigade Chemical Officer .29 Apr 69
CPT Daniel H, Lucy Brigade Provost Marshal 9 Apr 69 .
b, Parponnpol

(1)9{'1'!10 following table indicates assigned brigade strength as of 30
LSRR T | )9t

FoR oT v7- DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
992289 CONFIDENTIAL  wassmw i v
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BIC 199th 40 59 8 9 155 341 203 409
2/3 Int FA A 2 1 875 15 920 827
3/7 Inr 43 43 2 2 875 810 920 855
4/12 Inf V% IA 2 2 815 187 920 830
5/12 Int L3 M 2 2 875 755 - 920 798
2/40 Arty 52 52 3 3 586 501 6,1 658
7th Spt Bn 42 L4 9 8 490 3545 541 597
/17 Cav 5 5 0 0 196 94 201 199
37th Engr Co 5 6 0 0 160 -93 165 199
179¢h MI Det 9 9 2 4 21 5 32 64
s M 75th Inf 2 2 0 0 60 57 63 59
4031 O Det 1 1 0 O© L 4 5 5
L0 i TO 2 2 0 0 3 4 5 6
AR N ()] 1 1 0 0 1 2 2 K
Wi 0PIt 1 1 0o o 27 29 28 30
‘wythy Int (CTT) 0 (4] 0 0 10 12 10 12
Sad Mo B1t 1 1 o 0 39 48 L0 49 -
1th Sig Co 3 3 0 0 9 134 102 11?2
B Q 9 0.0 0103 0 112
L 336 363 30 3 5352 5385 5718 58,

{2) During the thrwe month period, February through ipril, the clud

rrtolr incurred oxpenditures of ge 35,725 for entertainmront, fixed asnsets
I e clud system increased fron 38’.’,085 to 390,781, It is noted that

%5 ¢lub system ia opevated on a fiscal peried ending the 25th day of
=2 month,

(3) 136 smericen Red Cross processed 997 new cases during the three
ontk nevtod. 19 louns totalling $2,695.00 were made during the period.
Tho -nericun Red Cross allocated $3,512.00 during tho poriod and received
3669.20 in cash for loan ropa.,mnta. % totel of 6658 mesnages vere
woseived during the period with the Fed Crosy sending 608 mosseges. The
‘zerfcay Nsd Cross scted as & wllecting sgency for the DOD Overseas
*eiieed Fedoral fimd Ceupaign, in which mombers of the Brigsde contri-
wuted 43,270.85. A short orientation hsa bwon initisted aa part of

Aodaatcher Training. This orientation was begun on 17 March 1969. The
SRY. girls from II Field Force (IIFFV) contimued %o visi® umits in the
4511 on & weekly besis assisting in maintaiming high mornle in'ths brigade.

{4} For the mouths of February through April AG Awvards and Decorations
t-1aleted the folloving a.vards?

S WH O oM BEC B RIS o M IOV A0\ FR FROWG

2/3 0 o 3 0 o0 ¥ % 0 7 15 165 30 1
X 0 0 2 0 0 10 45 1 17 21 207 16 ©
4/12 0 0o 2 1 0 12 68 0 12 21 180 30 5
Incl

CONFIDENTIAL -




| - e+ e e et e -

— CONFIDENTIAL

Wi M S8 M DIC BV B MY AMA AU AQIA FE ARIC
5/12 0 0 0 0 O 7 68 1 9 10 291 41 O
2/40 0 o 1 0 o0 3 20 1 12 L 102 8 2
7 Spt 0 1+ 0 0 o c 20 ) 2 0 6 0 O
/17 0 6 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 1 L1 3 0©
87th 0 Y0 0 o0 0 10 0 0 0 15 0 O
HEC 0 2 1 2 1 0 3% 11 132 1 6 8 0
179th 0 0O 0 o0 © 0 5 0 0 0 1M1 0 O
75th 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 1 0 O
76th 0 O 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 O
49th ) 0O 0 o0 0 0 1 0 0 0 L 0 2
503d 0 o 0 1 0 0 0 0 6 0 L 0 ¢
856th 0 0 4] 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 11 2 0
152nd 0 0O 0 o0 © 0 1 0 0 0 8 0 0
40th PI0 O 0 0 o0 © 0 1 0 0 0 5 0 0
313th 0 0o 0 0 O 0 8 0 0 0 19 ¢ 0
LAth MWD 0 Q0 0 0 0 0 00 Q 0 2 .0 0
TOTALS O 3 9 4 7 5 A0 14 19 7, 1200 138 10

(5) During the period 1 February to 30 April, Special Services arranged
several shows for the morale of the personnel of the brigade. On 8 Feb 69,
the "Jimmy Snow Show" was presented at the Fire Support Base Horseshoe Bend, Fire
Support Base Stephanie and at Camp Frenzell-Jones. On 21 Feb 69, the "Australian
Cencert Purty", was seen at Fire Support Base Stephanie and at Fire Support Base
Horseshoe Bend. On 29 April 69, the "Byran Show" was seer at Fire Support Horse-
shoe Bend. The 0 Photo Lab Craft Shop was opened on 18 April 69. Magarines
were distributed or & weskly basis during the period. The Special Service
Swimming Pool and Minature Tolf Course had an average attendance of 200 per day
for the period. RKR utilization was as follows:

(a) Out-of-Country R&R Participation

ONIT ALLOCATIONS UIILIZED PERCENT
RHC 199th 93 98 105
7th Spt Bn 148 14 95
2/3 Int 213 195 93
3/7 Int 205 178 87
4/12 Inf 207 236 14
5/12 Inf 214 203 95
2/40 Arty 151 142 9
D/17 Cav A | 66 160
856 RRD 13 13 10
179 MID 10 2, 2.0
87th Engr 48 65 136
313th Sig 20 12 -2
TOTALS 173 1376 101

COJ/U FiDEATH)




1149

HAC 199th
7th Spt Bn

2/3 Inf

f 3/7 Inf

| 4/12 Inf
5/12 Inf
2/40 Arty
0/17 Cav
858 FPD
27th Engr
179th MID
~V3th Sig

TOTALS

CONFIDENTIAL

(b) In-country R&R participation
B4 _ALLOCATIONS  QFF AL~ 10+

- ity

(6) Losses during the periods

(a) Battle lossess

1 EKilled Hostile Action
& Died of Wounds

3 Wounded Hostile Action
4 WMiesing Hostile Action
5 Captured

6 TOTALS

(b) Non-battle Losseas
1 Disease

2 Non Battle Injuries

3 Ncn Battle Missing

4 Fon Battle Dead

5 TOTALS

25 25
25 %
A 3
N 3
3 7
A 3
3 7
10 10
4 4
16 1€
2 g
- £
250 250
OFF w0 B

3 0 &

42 ¢ 380

L 90 _90

45 0 421

12 1 166

L 92 1

12 1 %6

458

3k o323
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(1) Genersl: By late Jaruary, it had become very obvious that the eneay
vas frantically preparing for a large offensive. The 101D NVA Regiment
arrived from I Corps to join its parent unit, the 1st NVA Diviaion (325C).
The 320th NVA Regiment (and several other units) provided cadre for a newly
activated regiment in Sub-Reglon 3. The 18B NVA Regiment arrived from Il
Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ) to rebuild the 320th Regiment. The 954 NVA
Regimont moved from II CTZ to War Zone D to join the 5th VC Division. Two
regironta (33d and 274th) and a COSVN Sapper Battalion (525th) became
sutordinate to Military Reglon VII. U-1 Province (SR-8) was sub-divided
into a "Wagon-Wheol" of tactical AO's much the sams as Sailgon-Cholon (SR-6)
had been prior to TET, 1968. Hundreds of tons of ammunition were being
moved 1nto propositionod areas around the Long Binh/Bien Hoa Complex. PWs
had been told that no matter what the cost, they would be able to ~prud the
1969 New Y:ar Festival (17 Feb) in Saigon.

(2) Militery Reglons VIIt On several successive nights the rocket
storage area (YT 1707) was strafed by AC-47's, and hit by artillery. Over
100 secondary explosions were obaarved. On the night of 22-23 Feb 69, the
4th Offenaive began in MR~7 with 107m: Ro..et, mortar, and ground attacks
agalnst Bien Hoa, Long Binh Post, Bear Cat, and Carp Frenzell-Jones. The
16t Bn/274th VC Regiment attasked southern Long Binh Post while the 3d Bn
attacked Bear Cat. BDBoth contacts resulted in very heavy losses for the VC.
The 33d NVA Regiment attempted to move toward the Long Binh Complex from
tho east but were hit by artillery soveral times, and thoroughly decimated.
On the morning of 26 Feb 69, while 1/275th and D4 (heavy wespona} 275th
Regiront attacked Bien Hoa Alrbdase, 3/275th Regiment was to attack Ke Sat
Ramlet, while the Regiment was miving into attack positions many of the
soldiers became lost and many deserted. C12/D3 Company entered Loec Lam
Hemlet, Ho Nai Village at 0500 movirz toward Camp Frenzell-Jones., Villagers
spotted the VC and attacked the enemy company’'s mortar squad, capturing the
mo-iar and uaing it against the VC. The resalnder of the company was engaged
by the 199th CRIPF (Combinnd Reconnaiscance and Intelligence Platoon) who were
rsinforced irmediately by popular forces, civilisn defenss groups, and
volucteers. ARVN Marines rushed to the ares C12 and D3 were rendered
coutat ineffective. The romainder of D3 Pattalion was surroundsd after they
reashed Ke Sat, and was conpletely du~troyed. The D1 Battalion was eagaged
before it reachsd the airbase and suffered very heavy losses. The 17ith
NVA Rogimant, having been decimated by B-52 strikes on suveral occasions,
never reached its stapzing area for the offensive. Tne 95A Regimont was
hald in reserva. After this abortive offensive, the decimated enemy

- units retreated into sanctuariss to prepars for thy May Offensive. Allfed
Forces pursued the enomy and continued to infliet hoavy casualties on them.
A bruza fire, north of Loc Lar Hamlet, caused 17 large secondary explosions.
The arca from IT 0517, to YT (917, to YT 0913, to YT (0513 was completely
cleared, exposing numarous bunkers, trenches, and base camps. This ammo
cache, r~.on hase, Fire Support Base (FS3) and staging aroa has nov been
denied and the enemy can no longer approach Bien Hoa from the east, or
Long Binh and Loc Lam from the north, without crosaing 3,000 meters of open
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terrain. With assistance from the 199th CRIP and 179th MID, the hamlet of

Tra Co has finally joined the other hamlets of Ho Nai village in ustablishing

a perimoter and mobilizing a hamlet militia. This closed the gap in Ho Nai's

12 kilometer, East.West perimeter north of the Long Binh Complex. On 5 April

the 16t Australiar. Task Force overran military Region VII Headquarters and .
captured numerous documents and a large amount of supplies and amnunition,

On 11 April GVN National Police captured Tu Hai, the U-1 Province (SR-B?

Military Intelligence Detachment Commander. Numerous other Viet Cong Infra~ ‘
structure (VCI) were captured. The VC continued to plan for a HMay/June Of-

fensive but emphasized attacks by fire and sapper activity rather than

conventional attacka.

(3) Military Region IV:i Military Reglon IV's forces attempted to
initiate an offensive against Saigon in late February but vere thwarted by
Allied forcea. While RVN and US Forces in the outlying areas continued to
inflict heavy casualties on the VC/NVA Main Force units, the units in and
near Salgon concentrated on anti-intrusion/spoiling, and VCI eliminations
to assure lack of guides and local support in any future offensive. In
early February (with the VC Offensive in its final stages of perparation),
the 199th Light Infantry Bripgade (LIB) conducted detailed systematic
searchos of tho two most Pro-VC Villages (Hung Long in SR-3 and Tan Nhut
in SR-2). The results of these two oporations (dubbed "STRANGLER I" and
"STRANGLER IX") appoar in the chart at the end of the paragraph. Contact
vith elements of SR-6, during their attempts to move towards Saigon,
coupled with elimination programs brought the enemy's efforts to create a
viable fighting force in Salgon to a virtual standstill, The enomy's morale
declined so rapidly in the brigade area of operation (AO) that high-ranking
VC began to relly., On 18 Feb, the pecurlty commiasar of SR~2 rallied at
Binh Chanh, On 10 Mar, at XS 743843, LTC Nam Xuam, Chief of Staff of the
SR-2 Forward HQ!'s was killed by C/5/12th of the 199th LIB, The death of
Nam Xuam was a severe blow to SR-2 because he had lived and operated in the
Pineapple for ten years and possessed extenalve area knowledge. He was also
a key man for the VC, and when eritical tasks or attacks needed to be consu-
rated, it was Nam Xuam who was choson to execute them. Captured documents
revealed that Nam Xuam wvas preparing for an attack on the 199th Brigade For=-
ward Command Post at the time of his death. The capture of S0I's and‘de~
talled operation plais from Nam Xuam'as body surely disrupted the planned
attack on Saigon., A PW captured on 30 March stated that the 6th Battalion's
companies had been reduced to 15 men each. On 3 April the 199th LIB located
the 6th Bn Headquarters and killed the battalion X0, a Company CO and a plat-
oon leader. On 11 April, documents found on a VC killed in action (KIA) at
XS 642901 identified him as the new baltalion cormander. 94 enemy were eli-
minated by the end of April.

(a) Results of STRANGILER I3

INNOCENT ver \[ Ve DRAFT :
CIVILIANS = VCI  SUSPECTS GUERRILLAS MILITARY DODGERS DESERTERS TOTAL
2,655 9 29 0 0 15 5 2,713
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~ (b) Results of STRANGLER II:

INNOCENT vel ve Ve DRAFT

CIVILIANS YCI SUSPECTS GUERRILIAS MILITARY DODGERS DESERTERS TOTAL
2,552 3 12 6 0 1 0 2,58

(4) COSVN Divisions: The main force and NVA Divisions continued to at-
tempt to open corridors into the Saigon areas by attacks on FSB's along their
Lines of Communication(LOC). All these attacks were unsuccessful and severely
depleted the enemy's strength. The flow of replacements reduced to insigni-
ficant amounts. The 9th VC Div conducted reconnaissance in the 199th A0 and
infiltrated emall advance parties into SR-2, However, attempts to create div-
ersionary attacks in Tay Ninh Province and attempts to bresk-out of Cambodia
into SR-2 all proved very costly to the 9th Vi Div, Enemy plans for the May/
June Offensive appear to have been drastically altered, and captured documents
indicate that COSVN does not expect a military victory.

(5) Contents of enemy caches discovered during the reporting period:

AK-47 Rifles 7

AK<47 Magazines 17

AK-47 Ammunition 14,104 (rounds)

B-40 Rockent Rounds 96

B-41 Rocket Rounds 82

60mm Mortar Rounds 262

82nm Mortar Rounds 272’

82uar: Mortar Charges 67

82mm Mortar Fuses 29

CHICOM Hand Grenades 300

Grenade Fuses 7

CHICOM Mines 58

Explosives (1lbs) 101

Blasting Caps 550

Gasoline (Gals) ' 105

Medicine (1bs) 16

Rice (1bs) 11,900

Radios 3

(6) Cumulative snemy losses during the reporting period:

VC KIA (Body “ount) 183

VC KIA (Probable) 54

Prisoner of War 23

Hoi Chanh " i 1
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Detainee 190
VC Infrastructure Eliminated/Neutralized 5
Small Arms Ceptured or Destroyed o
Crew Served Weapons Captured or Destroyed 6
‘Smll Aras immunition Captured or Destroyed 16,65
Crev Served Ammnmition Captured or Destroyed 918
Fortifications Destrcyed 1,535
Grenades Captured or Destroyed 502
Sampana Captured or Dastroyed é9
Rice Captured or Destroyed (tons) 5.505
(7) VCI Eliminated Witiin the Brigade AOt
VILLAGE COORDINATES NTMBER
c ELIMINATED
An Lac XS 7686 0
Binh Chanh 1S 7279 4
Bsnh Tri Dong Xs 7189 2
Tan Buu XS 6780 40
Tan Kien XS 8, 1
Ten Rbut XIS 7083 23
Tan Tao XS 7489 1%
Tan Tuc IS 1482 .
TOTALS 87
Rung Long®* Xs 7878 46
My Yen® S 6979 7
Thanh Ha* IS 6479 -2
TOTALS 58

Quteide, but contiguous to Brigade AD.

d. Qperations, Flane and Tralning.

(1) The brigade, continuing under the operational control (OPCON) of
Capita™ Military Assistance Command (QMAC) participated in Operation TOAN
THANG II and III 4n A0 Jane. Operations in AO Jane vere directed primari-
ly againgt traditional “ase camps and staging areas of the 308th and 6th
Local Force Battaliona. Cbjoctives were to proempt these arcas from
use, interdict lines of communications and prevent encmy rocket/mortar and
grouni attacks against Saipon. Operations in the Pineapple were designed
to locrte VC cache sites ard dierupt cwply nperations. 411 elaments of the

]
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brigade continied aggremsive offencive operations and night ambushes on all
likely western and southwestern land and water approaches into Saigon.

(2) Operatioes Conducted:

(a) 1 - 7 Fedruary 1969t 2/3 Infantry was released from OPCON to 25th
Division on 3 February "969. On 4 February A/B/D/2/3d Inf became OPCON to
Operaiion STRANGLER I, 3/7th Inf continued operations in A0 Jane. On 4
February, D/3/7th Inf wus released from OPCON to 3/82nd Alrborme. C/D/?/7th
Inf were place’ JPCON to TF KAY in support of Operation STRAKGLER I. 4/12th
Inf cortinu.} reconnaissance-in-force (RIF) and patrolling operations in
A0 Jane. 5/12th Inf continued interdiction operations in A0 Swordfish III,
Throughout the week, elements of 5/12th Inf, using Navy boats, conducted
extcr  .ve defoliation operations along the Vam Co Dong River.

(b) 8 -1, Feb :t * 2 Inf (-) continued OPCON to TF STRANGLER. Upon
terminatior - ¢ STRANGLER, con 12 Febt, all elements moved to staging areas in
preparacion “or STRANGLIR II. 3/7th Inf continued operatiorns in AC Jane.
C/D/4/12th Inf, OPCON to IF KAY, participated in Operation STRANGLER II, eff-
ective 12 Feb 69. 5/72th Inf continued operations in AO Swordfish III,
A/D/5/12th Inf became OPCON to TF KAY for Operation STRANGLER 1I on 12 Feb.

(c) 14 - 21 Feb: 2/3d Inf initiated operations in AO Jesne upon termi-
nation of Operation STRANGLER II on 16 Feb. On 19 Feb, 2/3d Inf conducted
a 3 company sweep vicinity XS 7285 (COM). The 553d RF Compan* participating
in the operations accounted for 6 VC KIA, A cordon was established around
the area.and a search conducted on 20 Feb resulted in the discovery of
several B-40 rounds, and sleeping positions for 40 personnel. 3/7th Inf
continued RIF and combined operations with elements of 3/50th ARVN Regiment
in A0 Jane. 5/12th Inf, continuing interdiction operstions in AU Swordfish
IIT, had several contacts with small groups of VC. 5/12th was OPCON to Bien
Fo Tactical Area Command (BHTAC) for operations in A0 Hardcharger, effective
15 Feb, Operation STRANGLER II continued.

(d) 22 - 28 Febt 2/3d Inf continued RIF operations, dayligut patrol-
ling, and night ambush positions in AQ Jane, 3/7th Inf continued operations
in A0 Jane with company-size sweeps and Cav/Inf team RIF, 4/12th Infantry
continued RIF operations and platoon-size combat patrois in A0 Jeane.

Several combined operations with the 646th, 662d and 754th KF  companies were
conducted. 5/12th Inf continued ‘nterdiction operations in A0 Swordfish

III, On 23 Feb, C/5/12th Inf, OPGON to BHTAC, engaged a platoon of VC in
vicinity YT 057023, resulting in 6 VC KIA (BC) and 3 VG PW,

(e) 1 = 7 March 1969: 2/3d Inf continued operations in A0 Jane, C/2/3d
and D/4/12th Inf, OPCON to TF EHRHARDT, conducted riverine and airmobile as-
saults into A0 Havdcharger, vic YT 0793,(COM). TF conducted RIF operations
on 2-3 March and was extracted. During the period 4~5 March, 2/3d Inf excha-
nged AOs with 5/12th Inf, On 6 March, A/2/3d Inf began operations in AO
Swampy, vic XS 9075 (COM), under brigade control. 3/7th Inf conducted burn
off operations, company (~) RIFs, and platoon combat patrols in AO Jane,

9
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4/12th Inf continued operations in A0 Jane conducting four combined opera-

tiong wvith RF and PF elements (Regional Forces and Popular Forces). Three

of these were cordon and search operations. On 6 March, 4/12th Inf conducted

a combined opevation with the 869th, 754th and 106th RF companies and four PF

Platoons. Operetions consiited of establishing blocking positions along the

Ben Luc River, vie XS 688], COM, and a multi-company sweep north into the N
blocking position. 5/12th Inf continued ope.ations in A0 Swordfish and AO Jane '
exchanging ADs with 2/ Inf, effective 5 March, ;

- Ll o Same

-(£) 814 March: 2/3d4 Inf /- conducted interdiction operations in
A0 Swordfish IIX. A/2/33 und B7/2/3d continued OPCON to the Brigade and BHTAC,
respectively. 3_/'71:}1 Inf continued cordon and search, RIF, and burn-off
operations in A0<Jane. 4/12th Inf conducted cordon and search operations,
area searches and defoliation missious in AD Jane. 5/12th Inf continued pla-
toon patrols, sweeps and burn-off operations in A0 Jane. During the period
12-14 March, D/2/3d, A/3/7th, B/4/12th and D/5/12th, all OPCON to 4/12th Inf,
participated in Operatlon LULU. Operation was a combined independent area
search operation with olements of the 9th US Div, 5th ARVN Ranger Group, and
46th AWUN Regimont, partlcipating in the Long Thusng arce (XS 7576). Aperation
LULU conclulod 14 March with a cordon and woarch of Long Thol (XS 7476) and
Loc Trung (i3 7973). i

(g) 15-21 March 19691 2/3d Inf continued interdiction operations in AO
Swordfish III. A/2/3d concluded operations in AO Swampy and returned to bat-.
talinn control on 76 March. RIFs along the Kinh Cau an Ha Canal, XS 625927,
resulted in the location and d éstruction of 26 bunkers, and the capture of 3,600
rounds of AK-47 emmunition and 20 RPG-7 rounds. On 21 March, B/D/2/3d Inf con-
ducted an exchange of poeitions; B Company returning to battalion control and
D company CPCON to BHTAC in AO Hardcharger. 3/7th Inf continued operations
in A0 Jane. On 18 March, D/3/7th Inf inserted into 2 Landing Zones (LZ),
sweeping areas where Long Range Patrol (LRP) teams had sighted VC activity.

On 20 March, A/C/D/3/7th and D/17th Cav conducted cordon and search of Binh
Tri Dong #1, resultine in the apprehension by National Police (NP) of 10
detaineea. 4/12th Inf continued operations in AO Jane. On 17 March, B/D/
4/12th conducted coruon nnd nonreh of Dal Thanh, vie XS 703805, The search
was conducted by the 156th PF Platoon, 107th RF Company, NP and Binh Chanh
Intelligence Squad., C/4/12th, OPCON to 3/82d Airborne, effective 17 March.
A/B/4/12th conducted a RIF toward a blocking position established by D/4/12th,
vic XS 6880. 5/12th Inf continued operations in AO Jane, Combined operations
with district RF and FF elementa were conducted 6n 17 and 18 March, Batta~
lion continued burn and destroy operations along canals and streams ylc

XS 7084 and platoon-size combat patrols throughout the A0,

(h) 22 - 28 March: 2/3d Inf continued RIF and Star team interdiction :
operations in A0 Swordfish III. D/2/3d Inf continued OPCON to BHTAC in .
AO Hardcharger. C/2/3d Inf was OPCON to 5/12th Inf, 26-28 March, for :
operations in A0 Lexington. 3/7th Inf continued operati.ns in AO Jane. :
On 23 March, A/B/3/7th, D/17th and A/5/12th conducted a cordon and mearch .
in An Lac #1 and #2. On 27 March, C/3/7th Inf conducted awoeps L0 the south=
east, towarda a blocking position established by B (-)/D (=)/3/7th Inf and:
D/17th Cav, vic XS 75£359. During the period 28-29 March, D/3/7th Inf was
OPCON to 3/82nd Airborne at FSB All-American. 4/12th Inf continued operations

CORFDERTIAL

el




R

ST  CONFIDENTIAL |

in A0 Jane. On 24 March, B/D/4/12th, the 662nd and 553 RF Companies

k conducted a four company cordon and senvch of My Yen #3. Another combined
operation on 26 March, consisted on D/4/12th, with D/5/12th Inf OPCON to

4/12th Ine, establishing a blocking position vie XS 693830 for a sweep from
the east by the 896th and 754th RF Companies. On 28 March, responding to
an intelligence report, A/4/12th established a block in XS 750796, with two
RF Companies blocking on the east and west flanks. B/4/12th Inf conducted
a sweep soyth to the block, resulting in 6 VC KIA and 2 PW captured. 5/12th
Inf continued operations in AO Jane. On 23 March, B/5/12th Inf, conducting
a RIF to the east, set several haystacks afire, vic XS 744545, resulting in
five large secondary explosions and several small arms explosions. On 25
March, B/5/12th and the 553d RF Company conducted a cordon and search of
Tan Kien #1. During the period 26-28 March, A/C/5/12th and C/2/3d, OPCON
to 5/12th Inf, conducted operation HUNTER in A0 Lexington, astride the Bo
Bo Canal. A/5/12th Inf conducted an ailrmobile ansault vic XS 491832 and
established a ¥S8 for B/2/40th Arty, which was 1ifted in to support the
operation. ‘ C/5/12th and C/2/3d conductad airmobile insertions and RIF to
northwest along the Bo Bo Canal. All units were extracted 28 March.

(1) 29 March - 4 April 1969t 2/3d Inf continued RIF and star team
interdiction operationa in A0 Swordfish III, On 2-3 April, La%ttalion
condncted an exchange of AOs with 4/12th Inf. D/2/3d roturnmed to battallon
control from OPCON to BHTAC on 3 April. On 2 April, A/8/3/7th Inf and
Recon/2/3d conducted an extensive airmobile RIF in the central Pineapple.

" Thirty bunkera end twenty-six homemade gronade booby traps (BHT) were

destroyed as a result of this opsration. On 4 April, A/B/3/7th Inf and
D/17th Cav conducted a cordon and search of Tan Tau Village. Cav/Inf/RIF
were conducted on a daily basls. 4/12th Inf continued operations in AD
Jane. On 30 March, A/4/12th Inf conducted a combined sweep and block
operation with the 662nd and 664th RF Companles, resulting in 4 VC KIA
(BC). On 3 April, 4/12th Inf agsumed responaibility for AO Swordfish III,
A/4/12th Inf became OPCON to 2/3d Inf in AC Jeri (XS 7680). B/4/12th Inf
and C/4/12th Inf, OPCON to BHTAC and 3/82nd Airborne respsctively. 5/12th
Inf continued operations in A0 Jane. On 30 March, D/5/12th, conducting
platoon size RIFs out of PB Chris, killed 3 VC (BC) and took 1 FW. On 3
March, B/5/12th Inf with the 754th and 869th RF Companies conducted a cor-
don and search of Tan Nhut #5. Remalning elements conducted platoon size
patrols and security miasions in the AQ,

(3) 5-11 April; 2/3d Inf continued operations in AQ Jane, Battalion
conducted platoon-size combat patrols throughout the A0 and continued area
searches in A0 Jeri, vic XS 7680. On 11 April, 2/3d Inf, B/5/12th, 662nd
and 646th RF Companies, and the 193d PF Platoon conducted a combined block
and sweep operation. C/2/3d, 1 platoon D/17th Cav, and the 646th RF
Company blocked vic 7579. All other elements swept to the south-southwest
into the blocking position. 3/7th Inf continued operations in AO Jane.
Battalion conducted platoon-size combat patrols and Cav/Inf RIF throughout
the A0, D/3/7th assumed responsibility for FSB Horseshoe Bend during the
period 8-10 April., On 9 April, A/3/7th, D/i7th Cav and one company of the
55th RF Battalion conducted combined operations on Kinh Cau An Ha Canal, vie
XS 6093. AL/12th Inf (~) continued interdiction operations in AOQ Swordfish
III. B/4/12th continued OPCON to BHTAC in AO Hardcharger and C/4/12th con-

"
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tinued OPCON to 3/82nd Airborne. A/4/12th initially OPCON to 2/3d Inf in

AO Jori, went OPCON to 5/12th Inf for Operation HUNTER 11, 8-10 April. On

11 April, A/4/12th was innerted by LM8, vic XS 553893, and swept to the south-
wvest. RIF continued the following day. 5/12th Inf continued operations in

AQ Jane. On 8 April, A/D/5/12th Inf, A/4/12th Inf and D/2/,0th Arty conducted
combined airmobile operations in A0 Lexington with elements of the 1/50th ARVN
Regiment.” D/5/12th and A/4/12th Inf inserted ylc XS 520790 and XS 4(9783, _

swept northwest to the west of tho Bo Bo Canal. Tho 1/50th ARVN Rgmt operated

to the east'of the Bo Bo Canal. All units wore extracted 10 April.

(k) 12 - 18 April: 2/3d Inf continued operations in A0 Jane. On 13
April, C/2/3d Inf and 2 platoons iYom D/2/3d Inf conducted RIF from vic
XS 689824 to XS 656823, On 16 April, C/2/3d Inf with the 646th RF Company,
conducted combined RIF in A0 Jeri. On 18 April, A/B/2/3d Inf conducted air-
mobile insertion vic XS 659778, sweeping southeast along the canal at that
location. Persistant CS dispensing operations were conducted in vic XS 7280.
3/7th Inf continued operations in AU Jane. On 14 April, C/D/3/7th;* conducted
multiple airm?bile insortions wes* of the Vam Co Dong River. Unita conducted
area searches and were extracted. On 15 April, A/3/7th, D/17th and one com-
pany of the 55th RF Battalion conducted RIF and block operations along Kinh
Cau An Ha Canal. On 17 April, A/C/D/3/7th Inf and D/17th Cav conducted a
cordon and search of Tan Tao Hamlet. Persistant CS dispenaing operatlons
were conducted in the "Five Fingers" area. 4/12th Inf (-) continued inter-
diction operations in A0 Swordfish 1II. B/4/12th and C/4/12th remalned OPCON
to BUTAC and 3/82nd Airborne renpoctively. On 15 April, A/4/12th conducted
RIF to the north in AO Charlic. Ambush positiong’that night siphted and
engered approximately 15 VC, rogulting in 2 VC KIA (BC) and 1 AK-47 captured,
5/12th Inf continucd oparatiéng in A0 Jane. On 15 April, olomonta of tho
battalion conducted cordon and cenrch of Tun Nhat #2. The 5/12th Inf con-
ducted area destruction operations vie XS 7283 and persistant CS dispensing
operations Vic XS 738837. On 16 April, C/5/12th Inrf conducted RIF south into
block by tho 869th RF Company vic X5 683826, Remainder of units conducted
plt-size patrols and squad cecvriily patrols arcund pormanent inatallatlons.

(1) 19 - 25 Apr1lt 2/32 1nt continned operations in 40 June. D/2/3d
continued CS dispensing operations wvlc XS 721816. On 22 April, A/B/2/3d con-
ducted gearch snd destroy operations in arida XS 6577, 6677, €678 and 6778.
Also on 22 April, C/2/3d Inf with the A70th RF Company and 158th PF Platoon
conducted RIF in AQ Nanecy. TFrom 23-25 April, elements of the battallon
conducted star team interdiction operationa in grids XS 6882, 6779, 6879,
6378, ard 6777. Remzining units conducted local patrols and security opera-
tions vic of FSBs and PBa. On 20 April, A/3/7th Inf conducted airmobile
snatch operations, resmlting in the capturs of 3 VCI. On 21 April, B/3/7th
Inf conducting Eagle Flights in AO Nancy, engaged the enemy, vie XS 670782,
Contact resulted in 7 VC XIA (BC), 4 VC KIA (Preb), /, PWs and 1 VCI with
negative US casualties. On 25 April, 3/7th Inf conducted cordon end search
of Binh Tri Dong Village. B/A/TZth continued OPCON to BHTAC until 21 April.
C/4/12th continued OPCON to 3/82nd Airbornme and D/4/12th became OPCON to
3/82nd Adrborne effective 20 April. A///12th OPCON to 3d Bde, 9th US Div at
Rach Kien, effective 22 April. 5/12th continued operations in A0 Jane, From
21 to 25 April, A/5/12th conducted star team interdiction operations vic
XS 7186. Area destruction and C3 diaponsing operations were conducted Vic
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IS 708830 and 745866. On 25 April, A/5/12th established block from °.
XS 719885 to 713848, for sweep by the 553d and '75/th RF Companies.
B/5/12th conducted airmobile snatch operations,

(m) 26 - 30 April: On 26 April, A/2/3d Inf, A/3/7th Inf, and
one company 3/46th ARVN Rgmtbegan a three day area search operation
in A0 Marble, to the south of the brigade AD., On 28 April, C/2/3d In?
conducted day and night interdiction operations north of PB Elvira. A/
D/5/12th infantry were placed OPCON to 2/3d Inf on 29 April, during
Operation STRANGLER III, 3/7th Inf continued platoon patrols and RIF
operations in AO Jane. Remaining units conducted local security of FSB
and PB. A/4/12th continued CPCON to 3/9th Div at Rach Kien. D/C/4/12th
Inf continued OPCONto 3/82nd Airborne, B/4/12th conductod riverine,
al:mobile and RIF operations 1n A0 Swordfish III. On 29 April, 5/12th
Inf (~) with A/2/3d and C/3/7th bogan Operation STRANGLER III, in
conjunction with the 4/50th ARVN and 3/1st RF Battalion. Cordon was
establighed around Tan Buu Village and surroundineg area during the
early mocrning hours of 30 April,

(n) Two major combiued cordon and search operations were conducted
and a third started during the reporting period to destroy and neutral-
ize VG, VCI and VCG elements; and to enhance pacification:

STRANGLER It ,~12 February 1969; Hung Long; vic XS 8077.
STRANGLER II: 13-16 February 1969; Tan Nhut; vic XS 7083.
STRANGLER III: 29 April- 3 Tan Buu; vic XS 6679,
1 Task organization for STRANGLER I consisted oft
a Cordop force:

2/3d Int ()

B/3/7th Inf (TF KAY)

C/3/7th Inf (TF KAY) )

B/5/12th Inf (TF KAY)

5th Ranger Group (-) ARVN

30th Ranger Bn (-) ARVN

33d Ranger Pn (-) ARVN
L Search Force:

3/1st RP Bn (=)

NPFF Company

1 RF Company

13
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2 Tamrk organization for STRANGLER II oonsisted ofs
a Cordon Force:

2/3d Inf

C/4/12th Inf (TP KAY
D/4/12th Int (TP KAY
A/5/12th Inf (TF KAY
D/5/12th Int (TP KAY
557th RF Co {=) ARVN
754th RF Co

869th RF Co

662nd PF Plat

470th PF Tiat

b Search Forces

Recon/2/3d Inf
167th RF Pl
156tn RF P1t
157th RF P1t
553d R¥F P1%
NPFF Company

3 Task ory¢anization for STRANGLER III consists ofs
a Cordon Foreco:

5/12th Inf ()
B/5/12th Inf
C/5/12th Inf
A/2/3d Inf
C/3/7th Inf
4/50th ARVN Keg
3/1st RF Bn

< Seurch Forces )

2 RF Companies
2 NrFF Platoons

4 Specific techniques which proved effective in the conduct
of large scale cordon and search operations were as followat

a The NP were utilized as the search force combined with US/
ARVK forces. The NP were a thorough, well diaciplinoq ard very
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b The placing of cordons within the cordon insured population

control and prevented freedom of movement by the VC from one locale
to another.,

¢ The cordons were in place and all units linked up prior to
BMNT to seal off the area and prevent exfiltration.

d The area to be searched was divided inio sections in order to
conrduct a detailed and systematic search. Phasc lines or check points
were established to assist in the control of the search element.

e Lialson teams were exchanged with the participating ARVN unite
to coordinate the link-up pointa durlnp the hcura of darkness.

{ The cordon operaticn must last at least four days in order to
starve the VC to a point wiere they must come out of their hiding
place.

(3) Training Activities:

(a) Tne following personnel vere trained at Redcaicher Combat
Training Center (RCTC? during the period 1 Febd-30 Apr 1969:

WIT NUMBER
159th LIB 1,972 B4 52 Off
54Un Arty Gp 273 EM
IIFFV 7 ™
90th Repl Bn | 30 BM
500th lngr 31 M
1at Sig Bde 5 M
TOTALS 2,328 BM 52 Off
15
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(b) The Mobile Training Team (MTT) trained D/17th Cav from 1-20 Peb
on the 81mm mortar. Training was conducted at B{B througnh 15 Feb and live
fire exercises were conducted at FSB Stephanie during the remainder of the
schedule, 22 Fed = 1 March was spent in preparation and actual instruction
to all elements of the 4/12th Infantry. On 3 March, two NCOs and the OIC
. of the MIT moved to Signal Mountain and conducted mortar training for
signal and infantry personnel, The remainder of the team initiated the first
eniper school on 7 March and were joined by the other team members on 9
March. The first school graduated 5 personnel on 15 March. During 16-19
March, preparation was made to conduct another sniper school. The second
sniper school was conducted 20-28 March with 6 porsonnel successfully
completing the school. Refresher training vas given to the mortar crews of
D/17 Cav from 2-8 April. The MIT started proparation for the Brigade BBT
course, on 9 April. "uis included preparation of all lesson plans and the
actual construction of two demonstration courses. The course opened on 16
April and was turned over to a comittee of NCOs representing each battalion
of 20 April. The MTT then moved to FSB Horpeshoe Bend and began instruction
for all elementa of the 5/12th Infantry, on 22 April. On 29 April, the
team returned to Brigade Main Base due to STRANGLER III operational commit-
memts.

(¢) On 3 February, the ARVN Mobile Training Team continued training
the 52d ARVN Regiment. The teesm trained each unit for one week and then
conducted a three day operation to-grade unit effectiveness. During the
period 16-23 February training was disrupted because of the ARVN TET
break. During this pericd the ARVN MTT improved their security by build-
ing rev bunkers. On 24 February, training resumed with tke 1st, 24 Bm,
524 Reg. The ARYN WIT did not conduct training during the period 16-22 March
due to the Xuan Loc Alert statua. During the period 23-30 March, training
wvas condu¢ted for the 1st Company, 1st Bn, 524 Reg. In addition, special
weapons training was conducted for instructors from the ;8th ARVN Divi-
aion, Training Center. The ARVN MTT completed training the 18t Bn, 52nd
Remt on 10 April. An operation was conducted with this unit to check
ertectiveneas. Training continued with the 52d ARVN Reg on 16 April at
Ynan Loc. Instruction on the starlightacope and refrosher training was
conriucted.

(4) Chemical Operutions:

(a) Personnsl Detectort During the pericd ending 30 April 69, 91
People Sniffer missions were flown. Three missions were flown in UH1-D
model Helicopters and 88 missions were flown in OR6 Obgervation helico
ters. The transport of M7 CS grenades (as reported in the last report
wvas supplemented by an M79 grenade launcher and E24 4O0mm CS cartridges.
These munitiona were used on areas of interest as detected by the AFD,
flushing the enemy from hidden positions and/or denying him use of these
vositions. The grenade launcher provides more precise delivery and accu~
racy, the effective range of the weapon provides more of a safety factor
for the crew members. During the period a system of trail studles was
developed to supplement information gathered during normal area sniffer
misslons. The procedure includes first, flying a high level visual
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reconnaissance over a given area to determine the general layout of trails,
canals and watervays within the area. Then, with gunship cover, those
traills vhich indicate activity above the buck ground level of condensation
nuclel are plotted. Upon completion of the miasion, the results are plot-
ted on a 1:25,000 map to shov detail ard topopraphy, amd color coded to
indicate dates dotoctod. The rusults are subpequontly forwarded to S2

for ovuluation and Anforwation/uctlon. The 503 Chemlca) Dotachment is
maintaining records of all oniffer missiona and the trail studies opera-
tionnl map is dally updated and showa all known trails and enemy activity
(ns datected by APD). This Information is muintained for the command group,
52/S3, use at all timoa.

(b) Horbicide Operationa: During tho quarterly period ending 30
April 69, seven watorbornn and eipht serial herbicide operations were
conducted by the 503d tnemical Dotachmont. 3300 gallons of herbicide
"wvhite" and 2000 pallons of herbiclide "blue" were dinsominated on two
arcas bounded by the following ccordinates: XS 587925, 640925,587900,
596907, 640900, 635907, 603850, 625865, 6h0865, 605810, 640810, 653835,
The herbicide was disgeminated through an aerial Agaveinco Spray appara-
tua. Although herbicide "white" was found to work well for waterborne
kerbicide oparstions, it was found to be ineffective ngainst nipa palm
in asrial herbleide ovperations. "Bine" herbicide proved to be affective
- and would causs dylng to tagin af,'t.er thros dayn of contuct.

{e) Riot Control Agont: 1!-30 Fobreary, thirtecn persistant CS
cperatinns were conducted within the 199th In! Bde 20, Two of the op-
erations were aerinl and elvvon ware grouad cperations., The aerial CS
orerations were flown in a UH1.D hallcopter provided by the 199th Bri-
gade Aviaticn Saection. Ths Poralstant €3 wvas nsed to cover canal lines
and ereas of suspacted enswny concentritionn along the Kinh Ceu An Ea
Canal. 480 pounds of C8 wers exponded during the operation. The 8 pound
packs of CS were wrapped with dstonation cord with an 8 ascond delsy
bleazer talag nead to daatriat the pack., The mizsicns wore flown at
100 foot, at S0 knota 20 s« o glve pood aton covmrape. The ground op-
erat'one conslatold of 1mplacing 7920 ponnds of C5 JI along canal lines
ard lnovn areas of enemy activity st the following locations: "Five Fin-
gors" arva, Nuog Long Rivar, Ungr Ben Cannl, One Com Canal, and Ong Do
Canal. The CS nunitlonn now uacd in support of the 199th Inf Bde are
E~158 CS Bomb Cluster, E-8 CS Rocket. Laumchers, M-7 CS Hand Grensdes, and
55 gallon druma of bulk CS. Thesos smnitions are maintained in a constant
stato of readiness for instsntrneons support of the brigade.

(d) Flame Operations: During the quarterly period ending 30 April
69, tho 5034 Cherdcal Detachment conducted one flame misalon. 4 Clame
perireter was set up along the north slde of Brigaule Mein Bame, in
each of the Battalion's areas of renponsibility. The flame veapons con-
aisted of 55 gallon drums contuining a 6F mixture of thickened fuel. M-4
ursters and elsctric blasting caps were usad Lo arm the veapons, with the
detonation under the control of n command tanker. The drums have a range
of 40+50 metera and a width of 10-20 metors, giving the north side of BMB
the protection of a complete flame wall. The 503d Chemical Detaclment 1s
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capable of extended flame operations, and is prepared to assist the brigade
wvith the employment of various types of flame weapons and field expedients.

(e) Chemical Training: During the last quarter the 503d Chemical de-
tachment conducted ten chemical training classes. The types of classes
are as follows: four classes on the construction, emplacement and employ-
ment of flams field expedionts, four classes on the care, cleaning and
fitting of the XM-28 Riot Control Agent Protective Mask, and two classes
on the maintenance and operation of the M2A1-7 Portable Flams Thrower.
These ¢lasses of instruction were deaigned to enlighten the knowledge of
the equipment and capabilities of chemical operations within their respec-
tive units. The personnol who attonded the instruction are now capable
of performing a chemical mission, under the supervision of a trained chemi-
cal speclaliatv.

(£) Chemical Inspections; Drring the reporting perlod, the 503d
Chemical Detachment conducted twelve ingpections. Thene inapections
covered the M17 and M17-A1 Protective Maok, the M15-A2 Detector Kit, and
the M11 Docontaminuting Apparatus. Those inspoctions enablod the line
tattalions of the Erigade to maintain a readiness standard of over 90
percent on the atove mentioned equipment. Further inspections are plammed
to cover the other chemical equipment within the Brigade oo as to
maintain a continuous readiness standard of over 90 percent on all
chemical equipment,

'{5) Adr Operations:

(a) United States Air Forcet During the past quarter the USAF has
supported the 199th Light Infantry Brigade with close air support, primarily
destroying tunker complexes, enemy infiltration routes, and LZ preparations.
In March, the brigade.increased its air power by three new programs start-
ed by its new Air Liaison Officer, LIC Lewis, The three programs are as
followss

1 Divert Programs The Divert Program functions by having the bri-
gade clear daily certain grid square areas for the entire day. Capital
Military Assistance Conmand (CMAC) is then notiried that certain areas
are pre-cleared and that the Headquarters will accept any diverta. The
net resulis of this program is an increase in the number of alr strikes
in the Brigade area of operations from a daily average of 1-2 to an
average of 2-/,

2 Spooky Program: The Spooky Program consists of clearing certain
grid squares nightly, bused on current intelligence, When Spooky has -
comploted its nightly mlasion, there is an area to unload its ordnance.
The results of this program have been an increase in air interdiction and
disruption of enemy infiltration throughout the Brigade AO,

3 20 milimeter handoff program; Under the third program, the Brigade

has been successful in eliminating many booby traps. Areas kmown for a
heavy concentration of booby traps are cleared on a daily basis. Fighters
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vith 20mm ordnance ars Permitted to fire into the cleared areas; the net
result has been the des.ructiva of many booby traps.

(b) USAF has flown the following missionss

1l Alr strikes requested:

Preplanned 428
Immediate 107
B52 -1
TOTAL 536

~ & Adr strikes flown:

Preplanned 114

Irmediate 55
Ship Spots 5
Diverts 7
B52 R
TOTAL 212

3 DBomb Damage Assessmenti

DESTROYED DAMAGED UNCOVERED CUT  EILLED PL AIR

Punkers 372 170 2

Fighting Positions . - 71 1"

Hocotches 6

Sampane 7

Canals 3

Traila 475 Meters
Foot Pridges 2

Military Structure 4

Thannnla . 1

Enswmy Porsonnel 8
Seconlury Explosions ™M

Sustained Fires 19

(e) Army Aviation: The Brigade Aviation Section performed missions
durinc the period 71 February to 30 April 19069 as follous:

Tk ATRCRART HOURS FLOWN SORTIES FLOWN  PASSENGERS TONS_CARGO
HAULED ___

UH1 10M 3905 X744 43

OK6A 1198 4249 3524 26

The section contimued to provide Command and Control, day and night visual
reconnaissancs, resupply and various other tactical and edministrative =mis-
sions. During the month of March the section performed extensive defoliatioa
spray missions in the Brigado A0, The Brigade was additionally supported
vith aviation aseets in the form of aviation compenies, gunships and combat
support aireraft from the 1st Aviation Brigade. Missions performed weret
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Airmobile Assaul¥s

Eagle méhta

Troop Extraction and Repositioning

Aerial Reconnaissance

Artillery Fire Adjustment "
Medical Evacuation

Radio Relay

Resupply
10 People Sniffer

o o R &R M

11 Psychological Warfare Operations (PSYOPS)

e. Fire Sunport Coordinator.

(1) During the past quarter, the 2nd Battalion, 40th Artillery has
ificreasod its role of direct support of the brigade. The battalion has
expended approximately 72,500 rounda. This can be attributed to the
increaszed nurbor of redar sightings and airmobile operations. In additlonm,
the firing batteries have been displaced a total of eleven times, Four of
these diasplacensnts have been in support of brigade operations in the area
of the Bo Bo Canal,

(2) The msjority of the brigade airmobile operations have been in the
Pinespple. This area is ideal for artillery fire becsuse of the limited civi-
lian population. Riwver operations on the Vam Co Dong and adjoining canals
bave remulted in several contact missions fired in support of naval and army
craft. Az a result of these contacts, watervay target lists have been
prepared and forwarded to the liaison sections with the manenver battalions
and the firing hatteries. A continuing increase in acquired targets reflects
the high state of readiness of the AN/TPS-25A Radar located at FSB Barbara.
The "block clearunce" procedure, implemented last quarter, has continued to
be utilized with increased success. Large areas are pre-cleared in the
Pineapple prior to darimess, thus enabling the immediate delivery of fires
on acquired or confirmed targeta.

(3) A new Defensive Target (DEFTAR) and Defensive Corcentration (DEFCON)
target list was prepared this quarter. It has eliminated the excessive
number of previous targets and has given the battalion the increased
ability to deliver timely and accurate fires in support of the brigade.

t. lolatign, Tranpertation and Encinoor Operations.

-
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(1) Logistical support remains centered at the PMB at Camp Fronzell-
Jones with daily resupply being accomplished to each battalion's forward
FSB., The units organic resupply capabilities continue to be augmented by
the attached 1518t Transportation (Light Truck Platoon) from the 4Sth
Transportation Group.

(2) The Brigade recently received a total of 6 new Boston Whalers
to be used on tactical waterborne operations within the Brigade A0, These
boats were issued by the Bripgade S-4, and will be transferred from unit to
unit based upon the tactical requiroment.

(3) Ground transportation continues to be a critical problem due to
the actieme of deployment and the nature of operations conducted in the AQ,
Task force size Combined Holding Interrogation Center (CHIC) operations
have necessitated drawing from truck support elements locuied at Trans-
portation Corps Hill. During the reporting period, no major subordinate
units were displaced outside the Brigade AO,

(4) Issue of Command Control ltems by G-/ USARV is being made based
upon the Equipment Density Report, subtmitted to the Brigade S-4 not later
than the 17th of each month. Accuracy in reporting cennot be overemphasized,
in order for the brigade to recelve its fair ehare of controlled communica-
tions and electronics equipment.

(5) The following supplies were issued Ly the 7th Support Battalions

(a) Class I:

1 Tons of "A" ration issued: 1,009
2 Tons of "C" ration issued: 236
3 Total: 1,240
4 Weekly Average: 104
£ Pounds of Ice: 5,450,000
6 Sundry packs issued: 3,245

() Class II ard IV:

1 Requisitions received: 21,390
2 Requisitions Filled from
stock on hand: 12,144
3 Demand Accomodations: 91%
Average number received per week: 1,780

CONTIDENTIH.
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1 Gallons 1ssued: 1,223,410

{¢) Class III:

A Average weekly issues’ 102,000
(d) Cless Vi

? 1 Tons drawnt 3,559.1
2 Average tons drawn weekly: 298

(6) There has been no change in the supply status of the Brigade, from
the last reporting period.

t (7) Major items of supply ottained for the Brigade:

(a) Weapons:

1 Rifle M-16 91
3 2 Rifle M-14 8
3 -Pistol .45 eal 1
4 Revolver .38 cal 8
5 M-79 - %
6 Howitzer M102 1
1 81mm Mortar 5
8 4.2" Mortar 1
9 Machine gue M-60 6
1Q Machine gun and Tripod 50 cal 6
11 Recoilless rifle 90mm 1
t 12 Beyonet Knife 325
| (b) Mobility
1 Boston Whalers 6
2 2hton dump Trucks 8
3 Truck tank, M{9CA2, 1200 gal 2

CONFIDENTIAL
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4 1 ton Jeep

5 1 ton Field Ambulance 4
6§ Tank Ratriever 1
1 Tractor 5 ton 1
8 6 Ton Rough Terrain Forklift 1

(¢) Communications

1 Antenna 292 25
2 Gonerator Sats 6
3 WD1/IT Wire (rolls) 140
4 PRC~77 Radio 4
52 PRC-25 Radlo 10
¢ Radar Set AN/PPS-5 1

(8) The following is a list of Engineer Construction Activities
in the BB frem 1 February to 30 April 1969:

(a) Completed pouring concrete foundation, vertical construction,
electrical installation of the following buildings:

1 20x60 Maintensnce building for D Troop, 17th Cavalry.
2 30«70 Brigade Snack Bar.

3 70x96 BEQ and a 30x84 BOQ for Brigade Aviation.

4 MARS building in the 4900 block.

{b) Hauled laterite £ill and poured concrete foundation for the following
buildingas:

1 5 each 20x116 BEQ pads for the 3/7th Inf Bn.

2 20x116 BEQ pad for 5/12th Inf Bn,

3 20x116 BEQ for 87th Engr Co.

(s) Buildings preasently under vertical constructiont
1 40x100 Post Chapel.

COVFNEV AL




~ (ONFIDENTIAL

(d) 1205 job orders vere procassed through the R&U and Operations
section,

(2) Water heaters were instslled in the Brigsde Officer's, NCO and
B Clubs.

(£) Constiructed bunker towers at the Hawk Site.

(g) Replaced concertina, building bunkers and comstructing berms for
the Brigade perimeter defense.

(h) Graded and shapsd ground area at the site of the Brigade water
facilities.

(1) Installed air conditioning in the Brigade dispensary.

(1) Electrical installation and finish work for the PX Concession.

(k) Poured concrete pad for refrigeration unit for NCO Club,

(1) Moving the Erigade POL in%o a new area at the Hawk Site.

(m) Surveyed location for 3 BEQ's in the 5/12th area.

(n) Grading, shaping, rolling, and penepriming road sections in the
g:fjnzzg?iring and replacing culverta; and cutting and cleaning ditches for

(o) Working on the secondary electrical system and preparing buildinge
in the BMB for tie-in with Vinnell Power.

(p) Prafabting tuilding components, showers, latrines, and bunker kits
in the R&U Yurd. 91 tunker kXi*s were isgsued to units in the Brigade during
this perioed.

(q) Fauled sand, rock, and laterite to work sites in the BMB.

{9) Operation Support, in Forward Areas: Various squads and pleces of
heavy equipment i~ continuous direct support of the 2/3d Iaf, 3/7th Inf,
4/12th Inf, 5/12th Inf, 2/40th Arty, Trp D, 17th Cav, 199tn Inf Bde. Pro-
viding demolition and mine detector teams and performing general engineer
gsupport. OConatruecting arnl repairing hLunkers, bridges both foot and vehicle,
moss halls, billots, rove'montn, perimoter defense, and landing pads. Clear-
ing firing lanes, uprrading and cons.ructing forvard roads, constructing
berms, and pauling ground matorialas to forward aress,

g Civil Affalra avd Paycholocisal Oparatiens.
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(1) During the reporting period, the Brigade's Civic Action effort
centered on supporting already established GVN programs and further
impleameriting these programs with numerous short term, high impact civic
action projects. As a result of the Communiat attacks following the TET
season, February 1969, the Brigade once again was requssted to support housing
reconstruction in the village of Ho Nai, Bien Hoa Province. Brigade support
was provided to 80 famllies who had their homes corpletely destroyed during
the Communist attacks. This support consisted of 10 gheets of roofing tin,

10 bags of cement and ono truck load of scrap lumber, provided to each family.
As of ' Mey 1969, reconstruction of all homes had reached 50% completion with
2C nomes completed, The 199th Inf Brigede only provided materials, all
constructicn work was accomplished by home owners.

(2) During the roporting period a civil affaire block of inatruction
wnas established at the brigade'e In-country training center "Redcatcher".
During the claas perlod, a general orientation on Vietnamese Culture and
Custouws is provided. Discussion on problema that the GI may encounter during
his contact with local civilianas are also dlecussed. Classes at the train-
ing center provide all nowly arrived Brigade personnel with a US-Vietnamese
Relaticns orientation during their first week in-country.

(3) English language c¢lasses for civilian employees were also estab-
lished during the reporting period. It was found that the job efficlency
of many civilien employeos was being restricted ss a result of their
limited usage of the English language. Presently, English language classes
are provided to all interested civilian employees twice per week during
duty hours. Approximately 85 persons attend classes on a regular baeis.

(4) There were 37 incidents involving US personnel and Vietnamese
c¢ivilians during the reporting period. These incidents resulted in the
payment of 45 individuals, Broad catagories of incidents are:

(a) Firearms accidents: 3.

(b) Motor vehiclms: 8,

(¢) "Civiljans injured as a result of response to hostile fire": 15,

(5) The Paychological Opsrations conducted by the brigade during the
reporting period continued to support three main programss The Chieu Hol
Progran, and a program desiyned to install in the civilian populace con-
fidence in the Government of Vietnam., In addition to aerial and ground

speuker utilization and disusemination of leaflets, the brigade distributed
patriotic T-Shirts bearing the colors of the Republic of Vietnan.

!
A

§) Statistical Summary:

(a) Civic Action Projecte conducted and items distributeds
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MEDCAPS3

Looc Lam Dispensary: 858,
Brigade AOs 22,276,
Total: 23,134.

Schoolst

Constructed: O.
Repaired: 2.

Homess

Constructedt 5.
Repaired: 80,

Roadst

Constructeds 0.
Repaired: 2.

Orphanages Suppertcd: 6.
Bridgoest

Constructedt 2.
Repaireds 4o

Cement: 159,870 pounds,
Lumber: 545,130 board feet.
Tin Roofing: 2,276 shests.

13 Gravel: 4 tons.

11 Foodstuffs: 17,210 pounds.

12 Health items: 5,559 pounds sbap.
13 Nails: 360 pounds.
14 Paint: 10 gallons.

26
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Whitewash Brushesy 9,
Candy: 644 pounds.
School Kits: 30,

EBE L.

[
Ko

Hygiene Kits: 300,
T-Shirtas 1,200,

BB

Used Clothing: 1,035,

»o
"

Showsr Shoea: 10 pair,
(b) Psychological Operationss
Leaflets aerially distributed by supporting units/by organic assets:
Chieu Hols 8,500,000/675,000. -
Safe Conduct Passes: 0/8,000,

Volunteer Information Program: 5,600,000/150,000,

1

a

)}

<

d Support GVN: 912,000/340,000.
2 leaflets distributed by hands

8 ©Chieu Hoi: 150,000,

b Voluntesr Information Program: 7,000,

Cordon and Searchs 200,000,

Health Tips: 3,960.

Aerial speaker message by supporting unit/by organic assets:
Chieu Hoit 42 houras/15 hours.

Volunteer Information Program: 0/6 hours.

Cordon and Search: 0/7 hours.

Support GVNt 15 hours/5 hours.

Ground speaker mossagest

(I S N - - I VR ~ R )

Chieu Hoi: 280 hours.
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g Volunteer Information Irograms 7 hours.

L Cordon ard Searchs 73 hours.

; d JUSPAG News: 10 Hours,

h. Signal.

(1) The Brigade CP remained stationary during the period. Infantry
Battalions rotated between fire support bases. The overall communications
gystems remained relatively fixed in nature.

(2) The communicaticns posture on 31 Jamuary 1969 for the Brigade was
as follows!

(a) Radio Relay Systems.

1 The Radio Relay and Systems Diagram {Ircl 1). shows tbs systems
utilized to provide command and control communications.

2 MAC operated the Terminal at their site and the 199th LIB operated
the remaining stationa.

(b) Radio
Brigade Forward at i"SB Horseshoe Bend.
Brigade Command Net-PM (Non-Secure).
Brigade Secure:Net-IM (3ecure).
QUAC Command Net-FM (Non-~Secure).
MAC Secure Net-FM (Secure).

Spare Net-FM (Non-Securs).

1

a

)]

L

4

L

£ Artillery Command Net for LNO-FM (Non-Secure).
g A0 Net ™M, AM and UHF {(Non-Secure).

b Brigade Command Net SSB (Non-Secure).

2 Brigade Rear TOC at Camp Frenzell-Jones.
a 11 FFORCEV Command Net B THdh-Sscure).

b I FFORCEV Becure Net FM {Secure) on-call.
+

Brigade Command Net FM (Non-Secure).

@ ~ (ONFIDENTIAL
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d Brigade Secure Net PM (Securs).
@ Brigade Command Net SSB (Non-Secure).

3 Infantry Battalions:

X A Each Infantry Battalion operated a Command Net and a Logistical
ot-IM,

Lk ZEach Infantry Company operated a Comsand Net-FM,
4 Artillery Battaliont

a The 2/40th Artillory Battalion operated a command net and monitored
each firing battery’'s net.

b Each firing battery operated a Fire Direction Net.
(¢) Wire:

1 Wire lines were limited to local distribution within the CP's amd
from battalior to company level when possible.

2 Switchboards:

a8 Redcatcher FWD TOC Switchboard (AN/MTC-10) of which 50 jacks were
filled, with a 60 line capacity.

b Redcatcher Rear TOC Switchboard utilized an AN/MTC-7 Switchboard with
a 60 lire capacity, of which 43 jacks were filled.

The Infantry Battalions and the Artillery Battalion utilized the
SB-22/PT Switchboard stacked for a total of a 29 line capacity.

(@) Commmnications Centeras

1 The Brigade Rear Cowmunications Center at Camp Frenszell-Jones,
utilizes two each AN/MGC-17's Teletype Central Ofrice dismounted. The
Comm-Center terminated one FDX from i1 FFORCEV and one HDX %o Brigade
FWD TOC,

2 The Brigade Comm-Conter at FSB Horseshoa Bend 1s a AN/MGC-34
diemounted. It terminated one HDX on line circuit to Brigede Rear CP and
one HDX on line circuit to CMAC,

3 Messenger cervice wvas provided to units at Camp Frensell-Jones, Bde
FWD and Bde Rear with a stop at (MAC twice dally.

(e) Radio Teletype: A OMAC Radio Teletype Team provides backup for
tho QMAC-199th Inf Bde Tcletype Systes.
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(f) Power: Main pcwer is provided by one 30 KW and one 45 KW
generatsr, Backup pover to each oystem 1s provided by organic 5 and 10
KW gensratora.

1. Public Informa%ion.

(1) During the reporting period, the 40th Public Information Det-
achmen?®, and attachad personnel maintained a high lovel of informatlon
coverage for the Brigade, During the quarter, the main area of interest
centersd on continued publication vf the Brigade newspaper. In addition,
wvork vas completed on the anrual Brigade magazine. Projected distribution
date 18 arcund 15 Mnay 1699. A speclal e¢ffort was aleo made durlng the
quart:r to effect groator assistance to the battalion information speclale
1sts and provide better lialeor betweon them and the Information Office.
In addition to a thorouph bLriefing by the Information Officer and printed
guidance, the information spocialists requosted and received advice of a
more tcihnical nature from all porsonnel in the Information Office. The
Information Office *ontinuod to maintain its interest in the Army Hometown
News Helecase Program amd showed a significant improvemont in that area.
The Information Office continued to assist the press when pussible. There
vas a continued decrease in preas visits due to a dacryaning emphasis #k  “ -~
the war by the various agencles. The following is a breakdown of the 4fth
Public Information Detachment information activities during the reporting
period:

(a) News Releases - 53,

(b) Picture Releasss - 178,

(¢) Hometown News Relesses - 1,004.

(d) Hometown Picture Releases - 79.

(e) Fomotown TV Film Clips ~ 1,

{f) News Media Visits - 5i.

d. Rtaflf Judee Advocate.

(1) During the reporting quarter, this command paid $1,494.27 in

personal property claima to U,S. military personnel. The breakdown is
as follown:!

MONTH CLAT™MS AMOUNT PAID
Fobmr’ 9 ’1 ,078.97
March 2 8s.65
Aerdd 2 —-330,65
TOTALS 14 $1,494.27

CON%DENTML




ST TR T ..

S T ey R T TN

CONFIDENTIAL

(2) The breakdown of Nonjudicial punistment imposed during the
reporting period is as follows:

NI IR MR AFR I0TAL

2/3d 8 15 5 28

3/7th 12 17 29 58

L/12¢h " 22 7 40

5/12th 9 15 30 54 !
2/40th 1 18 9 38 :
7th Spt 6 18 19 43

HEC 199th 1 9 7 17 !
87th Engr 0 5 5 10 '
D Irp, 17th Cav 2 12 6 20

313th Sig 2 4 5 1

1585 _inl =0 -2 - ~a

Bde TOTALS 62 135 12 k3]

(3) Emphasis 1s being placed on ' 't commanders to exercise tncir
authority UP Art 15, UOMJ; to maintain diecipline within their command. :
Special emphasis must be given to the expeditious processing of charges ‘
involving pre-trial confinement., The breakdown of CourtsMartial is
below!t

General: None,

Special: ONIT FEB MAR AR 0TAL
2/3 2 0 2 4
3/ 3 [ 5 9
4/12w 1 0 4 5
5/12th & 0 3 7
2/i0th 3 1 0 4 |
b Spt 2 1 k) 6

N i
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87th Engr 0 0 1 1
17th Cav O 0 0 0
HHC, 199 O 0 2 2
75tk Inf O 0 0 0
| 213th Sig Q Q 2 ]
TOTALS 15 3 20 33
Sumery: 2/3d 2 ] 0 2
3/7th 0 0 e 0
% 4/12th 0 0 0 0
E 5/12th 0 0 0 0
| 2/40th 0 1 0 1
7th Spt 0 0 1 1
87th Engr 0 0 0 0
7th Cav 0 0 0 0
HHC, 199 0 0 0 0
~  75thInf O 0 0 0
Mth Sig Q Q Q Q
TOTALS 2 1 1 4

:: (4) A complote breakdown of legal assistance cases hendled during
i the reporting poriod arc as follovs:

FER WAR APR 0TAL

Adoption and obange of name 1 0 1 2
Citisenairip 1% 13 4 n
Civil Rizhte 0 (¢] o o]

; Domestic Relaiiocna 9 17 19 45

| Depositiona 0 0 0 0
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Non-Support 1
Notarizations 0 0 0 0
Perscnal Finances debts 3 4 2 9
Personal Property 3 5 4 12
Power of ittorney 12 12 12 36
Real Proporty 2 5 0 7
Taxation 1 4 3 8
Torts 0 0 0 0
Willa and Estatus 2 6 2 10
Migcelleneous 2 5 59 70
TOTALS 9% 126 106 n

g k. Proyogt Maxshal.

(1) During this period, four additional guard towers were installed in
the Old Hawk Site area in order to establish sufficient security in that
recertly opened area, This addition resulted in a need for more Security
Guards and equipment for this added commitment, The need was promptly met
and socurity wae established in this sector of Camp Frenzell-Jonas.

(2) During the post-TET Offensive of 23 February 1969, the use of -
Scout Doga wam initlated to enhance the security of the base camp with
emphusis being placed on critical aress such as ammunition dumps, helipads,
and Petroleum, Oil, and Lubrication points. The doga and their handlers
were zffective and as a result no enemy intrusion was recorded, resulting
in no injuries or damages.

(3) Anti-intrusion devices were also installed at this time. Three
seismograph machines were placed into operation at various points on the
perimeter. These devices record any vibration within a 30 yard radius and
proved to be a valuable ald in Getocting foreign movements.

(4) Two combined police Marijuana Raids were conducted during a
critical drug-abuse period in the Forward area., The ralds rusultéd im
the confiscation of 43 povnds of marijuana and a vast assortment of United
States Government property. The raids vere also effective in discouraging
Off-Limits area violetors, in that six United States personnel were appre-
hended in these areas during the searches.

(5) In conjuction with these raids, marijuana classes were organized
by this office and instruction periods were .presented to unit commanders and
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troop leaders by Oriminal Inveatigatorn.tron the 8th Criminal Investigation

Group, Long Binh., The instruction centered around narcotic use, procurement,
identification, and recognition.

(6) A Stare Study was drawn up by this office for the purpose of
vetablishing an "Amnesty Day" within the 199th Infantry Brigade.  This
"Amnesty Day" would afford individuals a one-day chance to dispose of nar-
cotics and/or privately owned weapons without fear of arny disciplinary action.
It was further atressed, however, that after "Amnesty Day", atrict sur-
velllance and disciplinary reprisals would be taken against any offenders.

(7) Highway TL-10, a greatly traveled thoroughfare, running from
Highway QL#. to the Korean Road, north of Fire Support Base Horseshoe Bend
was placed off-1limits to all 199th vehicles, 3/4 ton and over, by this
office. Up to this time, this road had been a primary convoy route leading
from Saigon to FSB Stephanie, and because of its congestion and rarrow
driving lanes, many traffic accidents resulting in injury, death and
serious damage wore regularly occurring along this roadway. The convoy
route was re-establishod from Tan Son Nhut Air Base directly down the
Korean Road to FSB Stephanie, resulting in a major rcduction of -seriims
traffic accldents in the forward areas.

(8) A proposnl was gutmitted by this office to begin a changeover
within the Socurity Guard Platoon, The objoctive strossed in this change-
over would be to relenss 11B MOS poraonnel to thelr respective units and
replace them with qualified 95B HOS personnel., The supgestion was approved
and at this timo, USARV is routing 95B MOS personnel to this Brigade for
asslgned duty with the Security Guard Platoon. A Military Police Officer
in the renk of Captaln was placed in charge of the Security Guard with his
additiorfml duYy as Physical Security Officer for the EMB,

(9) An aggressivo shakedown policy was initiated at the Brigade
Civilian Labor Point in an offort to curb an inereasing amount of Military
wyPayment Certificates and rationed items leaving this base camp. A police-
woman was procurred for a club girl shukedown at night, which proved very
successful, Also, very thorongh spot checks on Concesslonaires uncovered
hundreds of dollars of rationed and FPoat Exchange items, which are sold
on the Black Market.

(10) A Kit Careon Scout was sssigned for duty with the Headquarters
Platoon (Military Police) for use in the forward areas. He will assist
the Military Police in patrols, checkpoints, cordon and searches, and the
handling of PHa. He i1as aleo a valuable asset to the MPs during convoy
and escort duty through eritical tactical areas.

(11) A Staff Study was initiated by this office for the purpose of
establishing controls over Vietnamese civiliana either living or employed
at FSB Horseshoe Bend, the idea of establishing a civilian labor point
pass aystem in accordance with USARV Reg 190-20. A cordon operation was also
suggested, by this offico, in order to round-up any Vietnamese personnel
not authorized in that area and to confiscate any government or other
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unauthorized property. The Staff Study was approved and a cordon was
executed within the Fishnet Compound. It resulted in the detention of two
draft dodgers and confiscation of s vast assortment of government

property.
1. Chaplain Activitien.

(1) "’he Chaplains of the 197th Infantry Brigade continue to conduct
more serv.ces per week than the average of any other unit in II Fleld
Force. The averzge nmumber of services per week per Chaplain in USARV
vas 6.5 for Feb, Mar, ard Apr 1969. The average mumber of services per
wveek per Chaplain for the 199th LIB was 10.2.

(2) The religious coverage for the 199th LIB includes the reports of
assigned Catholic and Protestant Chaplains. Additional coverage is pro-
vided Uy Chaplains in the Long Binh and Salgon area. This includes Jewish
services and numerous Protestant denominational services., Whether in base
camps or in the field, brigade personnel have an opportunity to attend a
Protestant or Catholic ssrvice wach week. Special emphasiz was glven to
religious coverage during the Easter Season., By coordination with Brigade
Avistion, helicopters were made available to Chaplains. A total of 38
services were held on Easter Suaday. Each company size unit had Catholic
and Protestant services Easter Day. Memorial Services were held in each
unit sustaining loases of personnel as a result of combat. Counselling,
orisntations, visits to hospitals and stockade faciliiies and active
participation in field exercises by unit Chaplains increased the rapport
between the Chaplains and thoir men. The Easter and Passover Season gave
great emphasis to the religisus program, Each Chaplain participated in a
Sunripe Easter service and rontlinued with religious services throughout
the day. Military guests veore Chaplain {COL) Joseph Gefell and Chaplain
(LTC) John Logan both of IL Field Forces.

(3) Statistical report for perlod 1 February - 30 Aprils

ATTENDANCE
Number of Services 584, 13,488
Memorial Services 40 2,296
Orientations 12 1,742
Hospital 147 1,402

Counselling Cases 1,058
Latteras to Churches 456
Letters of Condolence 59
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(1) The health of the command shows an average admission rate of
131/1000/annum and a daily non-effectiveness in respect to sick days as
an average of 270 per month, These ratos are considerably lower than
last quarter. The primary decrease was noted in the decline of skin and
collular tissue diasease.

(2) The malaria rate has decreased sharply to an average of 8 cases
per month. This reflects the efforts of commanders to insure that their
personnel take the malaria tablets provided for their use,

(3) The incidence of diarrhea increased from an average 19/1000/annum
last quarter to 25/1000/anmm this reporting period. To reduce the diarrhea
rate, more emphasis must be placed on improvement of sanitation conditions
in the field.

(4) During this quarter the venereal diseate rate decreased from 191
cases per month to 104 cases per month. This decline can be attributed to
commrard emphasis on means of reducing the incidence of V.D. such aa making
certain areas "off-limits" to troops, the use of V.D. lectures by the
Battalion Surgeons in the field and by making certain that mechanical
prophylactics (condoms) are msde avallable through unit facilities.

(5) Skin and Cellular disease decreased from 247 cases per month
during the previous period to 126 cases per month for the present reporting
pericd., The reduction of inurdated areas during the dry season can be
direstly :usponsible for the decreased rate of skin disease.

(6) The hopatitis rate remained stable since the last quarterly
report. The averege number of cases reported remained at 4 cases per
month,

(7) Rodent control within the fire support bases and company areas
in the field continues to bes a problem. A total of 56 bites were reported
tiis quarter. The bites consisted of 26 dog bites, 29 rat bites and one mon-
key bite.

(8) Imprcved mess facilities were constructed and were in the process
of being constructed at all the artillery fire support bases during this
quarter.

2, (C) Seqtion 2. Lessons Ler med: ! =
xidona, and Recommendations.
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(a) Obaservationt Troops in the field frequently "forgei® or neglect
to take their wee Chloroquine-Primaquine tablet. Some individuals have
stomach cramps and/or diarrhea when taking the tablet. By random testing
of units for chloroquine residual, many units in Vietnam have reduced
their malaria rate, Individuals will take the tablet for fear of the
consequences of having a negative urine test.

(b) Evaluation: The use of the urinary chloroquine residual test hae
helped reduce the incidence of malaria in field troops.

{e¢) Recompendations: Commanders make use of the urine test for
chloroquine residual as a means to insure that their personnel are taking
the Chloroquine-Primaquine tablet.

(2) Purchase of Jocally prepared food and
and_cemp_fol lowers has_caused a _congiderate Increage in the rate of hepa-~
Litis _emone US Personnel.

(a) Observation: Troops operating in the field have purchased food
and drinks from peddlers, vendors and camp followers. Scme of these
peddlers are very ingenious and oven use sampans to reach troops in
inundated areas. Since these indiponious personnel are in many cases car-
riors of hopatitis and use non-potable ice or food, they are definite sources
of infections for US Truvops. Thoro is no nocessity for purchase of these
items as the food and water supply 1a more than sduquate and a 1little self-
discipline on the 1ndlviduals involved ie required, as anyone can survive
for =overal days without food and water and thus avold the possibllity of
contracting hepatitis.

(h) Evaluation: The purchase of food and drinks from peddlers, vendors
and camp followers i1s a real snd potential hazard to US Personnel.

(c) Recommendation: That ccumand emphasis be made to keep peddlers,

vendors and camp followers out of F3Bs and PBs and inform all US Personnel
of the hazard involved in purchaaing food and drinks from the local economy.

b, Operatlons.

(a) Observation: A method of preventing defoliant epray from fogging
the windshield of the spray helicopter and causing dizziness and headaches
among the crew.

(b) Evaluation: During defoliation missions utilizing the U1 heli-
copter, fogging of the windshield and the pllots visors was a matter of
great concern. The crews also complained of dizziness and headachea after
about nne hour of spray operation. A solution to the problem was found
by snapping a porcho between the cockpit and the remaining cabin area.

The snaps provided on the aireraft immediately back of and overhead of
the pllot/co-pilot will accomodate the snaps of the poncho. This success-
fully prevented the-spray from entering the cockpit area.

3
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(e¢) Recommendation: That the ume of a poncho or other suitable cur-
tain be a requirement on all spray missions involving UH1 aircraft.

{2) Very High F VHF) 0 .

(a) Observation: VHF communications are point~to-point in nature.

(b) Evaluations The AN/MRC-112, utilizing the ground plane antenna,
obtains weak radic signals when receiving transmissions from a source lo-
cated more than 20 miles away over flat terrain., Radio signals were much
stronger when the ground plane antenna was replaced by a directional an-
tenna, Use of the directional sntenna with the VHF system on all opera-
tions outside the 199th AD has resulted in excellent communications.

(¢) That the directional antenna with the VHF system be used on all
operations outaide the 199th AO, ‘

(3) Electrical Circuits (Claymorel.

(a) Observation: Electrical wires from claymore mines are frequently
damaged by rodents.

(b) Evaluations Fhecently a US ambtush attempted to engage 3 VC with

i an emplaced claymore., The ciaymore would not detonate; consequently the
VC were eongaged with small arms fire. Once the engagement was terminated,
the claymore was inspected to determine the reasons for the malfunction.
It was dilacovered that rats had chewed the ¢laymore wires in half,

AT N

i (¢) Recommendationst

: 1 That claymore wires be checked as often as the tactical situation will
{ Pernit,

2 That the claymore wires be emplaced under water whenever poasible.

3 That some type of rodent repellent be developed to deter wire
chewing by rats.

(4) Recounaiseance Prior to Cordon and Search Operatdons.

(a) Observationt Cordon and Search Operations of large areas require
detalled reconnalssance prior to initiating the operation.

(L) Evaluation: Elements of the 199th LIB and the 5th Ranger Group
(ARVR) during Operations STRANGLER I, cordoned an area consisting of eight
grid squares. A cordon force equivalent to four US Infantry Battalions
wvas employed to seal off the area of operation. FPlens for the cordon were
developed within a limited time period and the selection of the initial
operating positlions had to be made from map reconnaissance alone. During
the operation it was found that a large portion of the cordon area was
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uninhabited and contained a vealth oi hiding places for the enemy. A
more comprehensive reconnalssance had bsen needed in order to effectively
position the operating elements. A greater effective coverage of the
aree. with a much reduced force could have resulted with a more intelligent
selection of positions for the operating elemonts.

(¢) Recommendations:

1 Areas targeted for Cordon and Search Operations be reconned by
alr one to three weeks in advance of operation.

2 Alr photo missions be utilized to photograph mumeroue target
areas and filed so as to be avallable for reference when a particular
area is selected.

3 Cordon and Search Operations not be planned strictly from map
recon.

(5) Ground. Commuplcations with Lisht Fire Team:

(a) Observation: That when employing Light Fire Team in support of
a squad size or platoon size unit, the Light Fire Team should operate on
the Internal radio frequency of the unit on the ground.

(b) Evalustions When a Light Fire Team is employed in support of a
small unit on the ground (squad or platoon) the problem of what radio
frequency the LFT should be on arises., Operating under the premise that
the ground element should control the LFT directly, the question arises
whether the LFT should be on the battallon frequency, or the LFT operate
on the company internal frequency, Poih methods have been tried and both
work satisfactorily in centrolling the LFT. However, when a unit in
contact is on the battalion freguency it tenda to tie up the battalion
cemmand net complstely, and 'interfere with other operations that may be
in progress. The best metbod is to have tbe LFT operate on the company
internal frequency and talk directly to the unit on the ground. If
there are units from more than one company in the area, the LFT should
remain on the battallion frequency until all elsnents have been identi-
fied visually by the LFT and the LFT then goes to the frequency of the
unit in contact, Should the battalion need to contact the LFT directly
for employment elsewhere or to give other instructions, it can be
contacted on the company internal frequency.

(¢) Recommondation: That the LFT operate on the company in‘ernal
frequency vhen gmall unlts are in contact. When elements of more than
on: c-mpany are involved, the LFT remains on the battalion net until
identification of all units on the ground is established, and then goes

e+to the frequoncy of the unlt in contact.

¥
(6) Fizid Artillery Digital_Autcmatic Computer (FADAC).
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(a) Observationt Constant operation of the FADAC for extended
periods of time causes overheating and results in the production of
incorrect dats.

(b) Evaluations The FADAC was glving wrong data on numerous occasions
after long periods of continuous operation. It was determined by trial
and error that the machine was cverheating if allowed to operate con-
tinuously for time periods over four hours in duration. The overheating
resulted in the production of incorrect data by the computer. When the
FADAC was allowed to cool down for 15 mlnutes after every four hours of
continuous operation, the machine cooled off sufficiently snd functioned
correctly.

(c) Recommendation: Field Artillery Digital Automatic Computers that
are forced to operate continuously over extended time periods should be
shut down to allow the computer to cool off after each four hours of
operantion, The cooling off interval should be at least 15 minutes.

(7) Booby_ Trapa_ngar Fire Support Bares:

(a) Observation: Patrols are initiated on a dally basis from each
of the firo support bases.

(b) Evaluation: Patrols leaving and entering fire bases use frequently
traveled paths and dikes that lie adjacent to the fire bases. Soldiers
have triggered booby trap devices as close as 100 meters to the fire base.
Booby trup devices are being placed by the VC on frequently traveled dikes
and paths to catch the eoldior who believes that these areas are free of
obstacles since they are so closs to the fira hase,

(c) Recommondation: That local security patrols be sent out daily,
at firat light, to inspect the area around the protective wire and the
trails that lead to and from the fire baae.

(8) Communications.

(a) Observation: Excessive interference on the firing battery fire
direction frequency.

(v) Evaluation: Many operations are initiated outside of the Bde's
A0 which require displacement of the artillery firing batteries in order
‘o adequately support the ground troops. When the firing battery is co-
located with other US units operating on similar redio frequencies, there
is excessive radio interference and serious overriding which requires
continuous changing of ths battery's radio frequency in order to maintain
communication with the battery supporting and supported elements.

(c) Recommendation: That at least two alternate frequencies be pro-
vided to batteries that are displaced outside of their main area of Opera-

tion, in ordor to incroame their chances of being able to have a frequency
that doees not coincilde with friendly units in the area.
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(9) Herbicide Operationa. CO[\)FIDE[\) ‘ JA’L
(a) Observation: Herbicide "white" was utilised to defoliate nipa
palm growing in swampy areas along canals and streanms,

(b) Evaluation: Herbicide "white" was applied to nipa palm in varying
concentrations from 1% to 100%. Differentiation between the defoliation
effect accomplished by the different concentrations of herbicide could
not be established. It appears that the herbicide "white" acte very slowly
on nipa palm in its defoliation function. The defoliation of nipa palm
groving in swampy areas, with herbicide "white", is a slow process. Areas
that were sprayed in the early morning just after daylight seemed to be
affocted by the herbicide much more than areas spraycd in the afternoon.
Spraying operations are now being done in the morning, The heat of the
day allowed too much of the herbicide to evaporate before it could have
any offect on the nipa palm. Danger from enomy fire during hours of darkmess
precludes spraying herbicide in the evoning or during the nirht.

(c¢) Recomsendationt That herbicides be sprayed during the morning hours
for greater effect on nipa palm. Further recommend that a faster acting
herbdicide be procured for use on nipa palm.

(10) Emplagement. of Trip Flazes:

&) Observation: When trip flares burn, their high intensity light
makes it difficult to sees anything behind them. Observation is best in
the arexs in front of the flare and out to the sides.

(b) Evaluation: Standard methods of emplacin; irio flares call for the
wire ‘0 rur out to the side of the flare, parallel o the friendly position.
Someone tripping the flare nerely has %o back w - 11e down, and detect-
ion 15 very difficult.

(¢) Reccmmendation: Trip flarcns be emplaced with the trip wirs

running eilther diagonally toward the position or straight toward the
position and then parallsl to it. (See Figure 1)

_j QO =Flaree

{QQ&&’Q‘,? rg 20 0Q o= =Trip Wire

(11) Conatruotion of Parnpet Walls:

(a) Observationt Howitzer position wvalls built out of ammunition
boxes often split and collapse under the shock caused by firing the hovitser.

Figure 1,

(b) Evaluation: The boxes crack on the inside wall unless interlocked
and braced to disperse the shock.
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(¢) Reconmendation: Parapet walls be built in a square formation for
maximm Interlocking strength and the inside be braced witk plywsod, PSP,
or separate boards,

(12) Firing Platform for M101 Series Fowitzer.

(a) Observation: When an artillery battery utilising the M101 series,
1C5mm towed howitzer, airmoblles into an unimproved area, it often finds
that the condition of the ground is not suitable to support a weapons of
this type under sustained: operations due to high moisture content of the
scil.

(b) Evaluation: During firing, the weapon will begin to settle through
the dried crust of the soil, and the wheels will become so mired that the
weapon will te forced out of lay or %hat, when a change in azimuth is requi-
red, the crev will be unable to shift trails. This condition greatly de--
creases the efficiency and reaction time of the firing hattery.

(¢) Recommendation: At least four pieces of perforated steel planking
should be attached to the trails of the weapon during airmobile operations
of this type to provide a firing platform immediately upon implacement of
tho weapon,

(13) Fire Contrel of 1Z Proparatiens.

(a) Observation: I{ is of primary importance to be able to place
the firs? element on the ground as soon as possible after completion of
the Artillery Preparation. This requires very close coordination between
the Arty Linison Officer and the Airmobile Company. The length of the
proparation may vary with different units and various other factors. Thus
at best, only an estimation of total time for the preparation tan be given.
This is not satisfactory in maintaining continuity of the operation.

(b) Evaluation: Countdowns to "~11 rounds on ground and tubes clear”
have been ussd recently by the 4/12th Inf and the supporting fire unita on
landing zon. preparations., By using this method, the Arty Liaison Officer
informs the fire units "4 minutes to all rounds on the ground from now".
Time announced can bs adjusted according to expected length of preparation.
The firing element then controls the remainder of the count down. Using
2ore than one fire unit requires the LNO to designate the unit to continue
the count down, All other fire units will controvl their fires in accord-
ance with the countdown of the designated unit. The last rounds fired will
be at time of flight of rounds in the countdown. This enabies a- volume of
fire to be sustained ic the finaslization of the prejaration. The Airmobile
Company can 1ift ships on final approach to the LZ at the proper time, thus
enabling troops to be on the ground within a matter of seconds rather than
a substantial tims lapse existing.

(e} Recommendation: It is recommended that this method of firing of
1% Preparations be adopted throughout the Brigade. It has been pruven
offective with the infantry units and the Airmobile Companies that have had
the opportunity to work with this systom.
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(a) Observation: Seemingsly hurmless statements to the various media
can and have had much wider and more harmful ramifications than imagined
at the time.

(b) Evaluation: It is not a neu lesson to be learned. Other units
in Vietnam have had many chances to learn the lesson. The 199th is not
often guilty of this dreach of good sense. But in late January, 1969,
the Brigade vas involved in a contact in the area of "Parrot's Beak" of
the Vam Co Dong River. A reporter from one of the malor wire services
heard about 1t and, being familiar with the area, drove to a 199th fire
osupport base. Once there, he obtained entry and contacted the S-3 of the
battalion involved in the contact. Althoush thers was no escort from the
Inromution Office, the battalion $-3 talked freely of enemy troop

"gtrengthe", unit designationsa, friendly strengths and on-going operations
in the area of contact. The problem was that the newsmsn was talking of
one thing and the staff officar was speaking in quite larper terms. If
an Information Office escort had been there, a clarification could have
been made. The Information Office 'l maintained conatant surveillence
of the contact. Information was updated hourly or as it became available
by the Brigade S-2 and S-3, Without this clarification, however, the
newsman published the information he had recelved from the battsalion staff
officer. The figures cited Jranged from being relatively accurate to
approximately twice the size of the best available Intellipence estimates.
The article was published by both wire services throughout. the U.S. and
in two of Saigon's largest papers. The results were phone calla from the
Pentagon to MACV J-3 wanting to know why it had not been informed of larpge
enemy forces moving on Saigon. Subgennent queries were made to MACOI and
the QWUC 10.

(c) Recormendation: All responeible individuals at all levels should
become familiar with Brigade Regulation 360-1, The guideline ist Do not
talk to the press at any time unless an Information Office representative
ia present.

(15) Chaplaina can reach more men if helicopters ure made avallable to
f.bem

(a) Observationt Thke period of this report, which includes Easter - the
most important religious scason of the Christiun year, has been thu most
productive for chaplaina' activities during the fiscal year.

(b) Evaluation: A principal factor in the success of the Chaplainsg of
the 199th LIB has been the availabllity of helicopter transportation. With-
out such transportation it would have been impossible to reach so many men
with services.

(c) Recommendation: That the program of Holy week services and Easter

Services be duplicated next year. That a helicopter again be made available
for Chaplains next Easter.
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o. Iraiping
(1) Booby Trap Training.

(a) Obscrvation: Booby trap training in the brigade AD is being con-
ductod “0 acquaint individual soldiers with techniques of enemy employ-
ment, and methods of detection and deatruction.

(t) Evaluation: Experience has shown that the response to instruction
is more favorabls and stuient participation more enthusiaestic vhen instruct-
lon 13 oriented towards instilling confilence in being able to detect and
neutralisze enemy booby traps, rathor than creating an atmosphere of fear.

(¢) Recommendation: That instruction pertaining to enemy capabilities,
particularly 2mployment of hooby traps, ba given in areas similar to those
encountered ir the unit's A0, theroby enhancing the indlvidual soldier's
confidence in his ablility to accomplish his miesion,

d. mallL‘:encgu Honeo

a. logiatics.
(1) Sampan Use.

{a) Obhservation: Sampans have been used by the Brigade units t¢ move
supplies, equipmunt, and peraonnel.

(b) Evaluationt The geographical location of the 199th LIB's preaent
AD bas required the use of water transportation during many of its movements
of suoplies, equinment and porsonnol. The brigade purchased a small
numbur of sampans for study and svaluation. The followins observations
huve teen made:

1 Sampans are ex‘remsly valuable for use in searchirg canal banks,

crosaing amall cunalse, silent inserti-us of APs along canal or emall
streans, «nd resupply in areas inaccsssible to deep draught boats.

2 Sampans are not suitable for use ir deep water or swift floving

streans, and rivers unless they kave a motor. Sampans are extremely wvul-
nerable to mmall arms fire and are easily capsized if not handled correctly.

] lew nampans are prone to 1lm=ak,
(¢) Recomzeriationst
1 That sampans be used in searching canal banks, crossing small

canals, silent insertions of APs alons canals and small atreams, ard re-
supply in arcas inaccessible to deep draught boats.

2 That motors snould be purchased for each sempan.
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a Painted a pon-reflective color (green) to pressrve the wcod and
provide gpoms camouflage.

b Checked to insure that all seams are proverly caulked.

¢ Modified such that a protective floor is installed in the bottom
of each sampan to prevemt damage from heavy equipment or rovgh treatment.

d Sunk with rocks for 2-3 days to allow the seams to swell and become
vater-tight.,

(2)
(a) Observation: Stockpiling of certain Class V items vas causing

shortages within the Brigade which could be alisviated by proper control
and supervision,

(b} Evaluationt Recently this command has excesded ite monthly ASR
on a recurring tasis; a major centributing factor wes the stockpiling of
Class V assets during the last three days of the ASR period. Institution
of proper control has successflly elimipated this prnblem,

(¢) Recommondation: That units continue to draw ASR items from the 34
Ordnance Battalior gnjy on un as needed basls, avoiding 21l attempts to
stockpile, since depleting on hand assets at 3d Ordnance Battalicn will only
incresge the number of Cless V items for the following month, and decrease
the Brigade’s over-all allocation.

f. Organization. None

g Qtber.
(1) Statde Flectrdcity.

(a) Observationt The brigade conducted barning cperations during the
period 8 March thirough 12 March 1969 in order to remove nipa palm from
strategic areas along canals and atreama, Fifty-five gallon drums of gaso-
1ine were r I!fted to the nipa palm areas v a CHA7 helicopier. The
iriividual ...ponsible for engaging the loading sling with the helicopter
was frequently kmocked down by an electrical shock.

{b) Evaluation: The drums producad the dangerous shock only during
hook up of the sling with the aircraft. Only drums that had been heated up
by the sun produced the electrical shock. The drums produced no shock when
lifted early in the morning or late in the evening.

(¢) Recormsndationt Transportation of sling loaded drums of gasoline
by helicopter should take place early in the morning hefore the gasoline
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druma heat up, thereby al‘minating the electrical shock and danger to

personnel,
1 Incd YREDERIC B, DAVISON
7« Radio Relay Diagram Brigadier Gensral, !SA
Ccmmanding
4o
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AVFBO~RE-E 18t Ind
SUWBJECT: Opérational Report for Esadquarters, $99th Infantry Brigede
For Period Pding 30 April 1969, RCS GSFOR-65, UIC WFBDAB

DA, HQ II FRORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 15 JUN1969
THRU: Commanding General, US Army Viewvnam, ATTNs AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US fvmy Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-IT, APO 96558

T0: Asgistent Chief of Staff for Forke Development, Depertment of the
Army, VYashington, D.C. 20310

This beadquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Cperational Report -
Iessons Lenrred of the 199th Infantry Drigade for the period ending

30 April 1969, with the followiny exception. Roference paragraph 2b(6).
Nonconcur., The TIMNP indicator light blirke when the operating temperature
is not correct. Should any indication of overheatiny occur, the operator
ghould immedintely turn off the computer and attempt to determine the
cause. invivonmental tests were conducted during service tests of the
equipmen’ and overheating should not occur if the computer is functioning
properly. The mcst common cause of overleating is dirty air filters.
These filters must be cleaned daily, or more often, in an extremely dusty
environment.

FCR THE CCLFANDER:
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AVHGC-DST (30 April 1969) 2d Ind
SUBJFCT: Operational Report for Headquarters, 199th Infantry Brigade for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65, UIC EFBDAB (U)

HFADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 963751 5JUL 1368

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT
APO 96558

i, (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters, 199th Infantry
Brigade.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (C) Reference item concerning "Purchase of locally prepared food and
drinks from peddlers, vendors and camp followers has caused a considerable
increase in the rate of hepatitus among US personnel," section II, page 37,
paragraph a{2); concur, It is the policy of this command that all indigenous
food products, including ice, destined for consumption by US forces be procured
only from apprcved sources., It is the responsibility of commanders at all
levels to publicize the dangers of indiscriminate purchase and consumption of
local food products from non approved sources (USARV Reg 40-657). A USARV
command letter on this esubject is being prepared which will be given "A"
distribution.

b. (U) Reference item concerning "Defoliation Spray Missions Utilizing
UM Helicopters," section IT, page 37, paragraph 2b(1l); concur. This inform-
ation will be published in the weekly USARV Aviation Safety Summary. Care
must be exercised in secure:ly fastening the device to the helicopter, and in
maintaining visual cleararce while flying a helicopter with this device,

c. (U) Reference i:em concerning "Electrical Circuits (Claymore)," sect-
ion II, page 38, paragraph b(3); concur with recommendations 1 and 3. XNon-
concur with recommendation 2. Any break in the insulation of the firing wire
could cause the Claymore to malfunction upon attempted detonation. The
malfunction could be caused by water, an excellent conductor, creating a ‘
short-to-grovnd. Further, lightning, or any other introduction of elect- !
trical energy to the water, could cause the untimely detonation of the Claymore. “
In general, the reliability of the mine is reduced by placing the firing wire
underwater,

d, (U) Reference item concerning "Herbicide Operations," section II,
pare L1, parapraph 2b(9); concur, Herbiclde "Orange" has proved to be more
effective than "White" on Nipa Palm, The MACV Chemical section should be
contacted for assistance whenever larpe areas require defoliation.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
49 DOD DIR 5200.10
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AVHGC-DST (30 April 1969) :
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Headquarters, 199th Infantry Brigade for
Period Ending 30 April 15¢9, RCS CSFOR-65 UIC EFBDAB (U)

e. (U) Reference item concerning "Brigade Personnel should 2ot talk to
unaccompanied press," section II, page 43, paragraph 2b(14); concur. One of
the fundamentals of public information is that media representatives are
escorted while in a unith area.

f. (C) Reference item concerning "Statie Flectricity," section II,
page 45, paragraph 2g(1); nonconcur, The production of static electricity
is inherent to helicopter operation. The bulld-up of static electricity is
particularly severe when operating in a dry, dusty enviromment. The static
electrielty produced by helicopters is particularly hazardous when sling load- -
ing explosive loads (fuel and electricity sensitive ammunitions). ™ 55-450-11,
Helicopter External loads Rigged with Alr Delivery Equipment, dated June 1968,
and the Handbook on CH-47 (Chinook) prescribes procedures for neutralizing
static electricity during sling load hook-up operations, Two types of installed
static electricity discharpors for CH-47 alrcraft are currently underpoing CONUS
tests to satisfy USARV ENSURE request #265, initlated in October 1968,

(9l

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C. D. WILSON
1LT, AGC G |
istant Adjutant Genera
Cy £ ; Assistan juta
199th Inf Bde
II FFV
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GPOP-DT (30 Apr 69) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 199th Infantry Brigade
for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 22 AUG 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D, C. 20310

This headquarters Las evaluated subject report and forward-
ing indorsemoents and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

CPT, AGG
Asst AG
E
}
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. Radic Relay Systems Diagram as of 30 April 1969

Camp Frensell-Jones
X3 068125

(1)

H FSB Horseshoe Bend
IS 772871

Binh Chanh
XS 715789

NOTES:
51 12 Channel VHF System
2) 4 Cbannel VHF System
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