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COWV Fi1DEV FVTI/$DEiPAR¶M4T OF THS AF04Y

Headquarters 199th Infantry Brigade (Sep)(Light)
APO San Francisco 96279

AV14HM

SUBJECTI Operational Report for Headquarters, 199h Infantry Brigade
For Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65, UIC VFBDAB

SE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Setion 1. 0terationsi SngInficant Actlivtite

(1) Brigadier General Frederic E. Davison remained in command of the
Brigade during the three month period 1 February 1969 - 30 April 1969.

(2) ChAngea in Command occurred in the 2nd Battalion, 3d Infantry, 2nd
Battalion, 4.0th Artillery, 3d Battalion, 7th Infantry, D Troop, 17th Cavalry,
313th Zll:nml CompAny, 179th Military Intelligence Dotachment, and Company 14
(Rant:or), 75th lnrantry. Thsen clingosdure listed as rollovs:

LTC John A. Mess CO, 2nd Battalion, 3d Infantry 21 Feb 69
LTC Arthur C. Cassella CO, 2nd Battalion, 40th Artillery 10 Mor 69
VPC Robert J. Cottey 00, 3rd Battalion, 7th Infantry 5 Feb 69
CI-T ftul J. Peterson Co, D Troop, 17th Cavalry 19 Mar 69
CrT •7da&,. D1. 'Instead CO, 313th Signal Compwuq :12 Feb 69
C".': "wr'a d T., Betman CO, 179th Military Intelligence Dot i Feb 69
Wi",o3 E. Lewis 10, Company M. (Ranger), 75th Infantry 27 Feb 69

(3) Changes of primary and special brigade staff officers vere na,'e

as foldous

RLME POSITION MY DATE

LTC Roy J.o Herte Jr.. Brigade Executive Officer 5 Feb 69
LTC Garrett D. Buckner Jr. Brigade S3 1 Feb 69
W&J Edvard Jents Br!.ade S4 15 Mar 69

MAJ Jack F. Oe ivert Brigade Chemical Officer .29 Apr 69
CPT Daniel H. Lucy Brigade Provost Marshal 9 Apr 69.

b. goj2

(1) The folloving table indicates assigned brigade strength as of 30
''. 1 Y949I

FOR OT T 0 " r DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
4nlsr 9FL.t ,9- 9 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

Inclosure rDOD DIR 5200.10
1]
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m'C I thO 59 8 9 155 "41 203 /.09
2/3 Inf -3 41 2 1 875 715 920 827
.3/7In, 43 2 2 875 810 920 855
4/12 Inf 43 41 2 2 875 787 920 830
5/12 Inf 43 41 2 2 875 755 920 798
2/. Arty 52 52 3 3 586 6o1 641 658
7th Spt Bn 42 44 9 8 490 545 541 597
t1/17 cay 5 5 0 0 196 -4 201 1 9)
37th Engr Co 5 6 0 0 160 -193 165 199
179th MI Det 9 9 2 4 21 51 32 64
"o M 75th Inf 2 2 0 0 61 57 63 59
1.OAi CH Det 1 1 0 0 4 4 5 5
,,,0•. i- o 2 2 0 0 3 4 5 6
14t2 4'I0 1 1 0 0 1 2 2 3

J t.P '1t 1 1 0 0 27 29 28 30",',,t inr (cTT) 0 0 0 0 10 12 10 12
0 al Mj' Iit 1 1 0 0 39 48 40 49
'I ,it Sig Co 3 3 0 0 99 134 102 117

0 9 0 0 0 103 0 112
"T. L.: 336 363 30 31 5352 5385 5718 5824

(2.1 During the three month period, February through April, the club
tomt incurred expendituree of $35,725 for entertairient, fixed aosets
- e club system increased from 187,085 to $90,781, It is noted that

-In club system is ope.,ated on a fiscal period ending the 25th day of

(3) 7:e American Red Crose processed 997 now cgiese during the three
janth -v-iod, 19 lotns totalling $2,695.00 vere m&de during the periodo
1ho m.rerican Red Cross allocated 03,512.00 during the ;orlod and received
,A9.,20 in cash for loan rapeomcnts. 4 total of 668 imoutees vore
.3-ceived during the period vith the Red Croeii vending 608 imoadec. The
.:erl c.:u '. Gross acted as a ollectting Er.gency for tho DOD 0vereeas

.. 1... ,Federal Imd Ct.ipAgn., in which i7tm.bbrs of the Brigade eontri-
iwt.,•J .j3,270-8 5o A short orientation hAs beon Initiateod- &a p2 of
oedisteher Training. Tide orientation vas begun an 17 March 1969. The

MIS. girls from II Field Force (II3FTV) contimned to visit Wats in the
flold on a weekly b&eis aesloting in maintainring hEgh morale in' the brigade.

(4) For the mouths of February through April AG Awards ard Decorations
....Ae, the follo•ing a'.,%rdal

2/3 0 0 3 0 0 17 50 0 7 15 165 30 1
V7 0 0 2 0 0 10 45 1 17 21 207 16 0
4/12 0 0 2 1 0 12 68 0 12 21 180 30 5

2
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"CO -,~i TMý_

M Z MI hV a AM M AM in MamaaQ.
51/12 0 0 0 0 0 7 68 1 9 10 291 41 0
2/40 0 0 1 0 0 3 20 1 12 4 102 8 2
7 Spt 0 1 0 0 0 0 20 0 2 0 66 0 0
D/1? 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 1 47 3 0
87th 0 '. 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 15 0 0
HEC 0 2 1 2 7 0 34 11 132 1 60 8 0
179th 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 11 0 0
75th 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 1 0 0
76th 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0
49th 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 4 0 2
503d 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 6 0 4 0 0
856th 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 11 2 0
152nd 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 8 0 0
4oth PIO 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 5 0 0
313th 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 19 0 0
44 WD 0 - 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 o_0

TOTALS 0 3 9 4 7 50 340 14 199 74 1200 138 10

(5) During the period I February to 30 April, Special Services arranged
several shows for the morale of the personnel of the brigade. On 8 Feb 69,
the "JiW Snow Show" was presented at the Fire Support Base Horseshoe Bend, Fire
Support Base Stephanie and at Camp Frensell-Jones. On 21 Feb 69, the "Aurtralian
Concert Party"', was seen at Fire Support Base Stephanie and at Fire Support Baae
Horseshoe Bendo On 29 April 69, the "Byran Show" was seer at Fire Support Horse-
shoe Bend. The ZS0 Photo Lab Craft Shop was opened on 18 April 69, Magazines
were disnributed on a weekly basis during the period. The Special Service
Swimming Pool and Minature Golf Course had an average attendance of 200 per day
for the period. R&R utilization was as follows:

(a) Out-of-Country R&R Participation

MIALLOCATIONJS VIIMPFhcE!Iq

IHC 199th 93 98 105
7th Spt En 148 141 95
2/3 Inf 213 195 93
3/7 Inf 205 178 87
4/12 Inf 207 236 114
5/12 Inf 214 203 95
2/40 Arty 151 142 94
D/17 Cav 41 66 160
856 RRD 13 13 10C
179 K 10 24 240
87th ngr 48 65 136
313th Sig 1M _U _W
TOTALS 1373 1Y76 101



CONVID -tNT AL
(b) In-country R&R participation

HHC 199th 25 25 100
7th Spt Bn 25 25 100
2/3 Inf 31 31 100
3/7 Inf 31 31 100
.1/12 Inf 31 31 100
5/12 Inf 31 31 100
2/40 Arty 31 31 100
D/17 Cay 10 10 100
856 P.PD 4 4 100
87th Kngr 16 16 100
179th KID 9 9 100
-I~th Sig

TOTAIS 250 250 100

(6) Losses during the periodt

(a) Battle losses:

1 Killed Hostile Action 3 0 41

2 Died of Wouis 0 0 0 0

SWounded Hostile Action 42 0 380 422

l Missing Hostile Action 0 0 0 0

GCaptured _ . Q 0 0 0

STOTALS 45 0 421 466

(b) Non-battle Losses:

1 Disease 12 1 166 179

, Non Battle Injuries 0 0 190 190

M len Battle Missing 0 0 0 0

SNon Battle Dead JQ - _IQ ,

STOVTALS 12 1 366 379

CONhFIDE NTIAL



a.* C(AIF'/sA'7/'9'
(1) Generals By late January, it had become very obvious that the eomay

was frantically preparing for a large offensive. The 101D NVA Regiment
arrived from I Corps to join its parent unit, the let NVA Division (325)0
The 320th NVA Regiment (and several other units) provided cadre for a newly
activated regiment in Sub-Region 3. The 18B NVA Regiment arrived from II
Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ) to rebuild the 320th Regiment. The 95A NVA
Regiment moved from II CTZ to War Zone D to join the 5th VC Division. Two
reag lnts (33d and 274th) and a COSVN Sapper Battalion (525th) became
subordinate to Military Region VII, U-1 Province (SR-8) was sub-divided
into a "Wagon-Wheel" of tactical AO's much the same as Saigon-Cholon (SR-6)
had been prior to TET, 1968.. hundreds of tone of ammunition wore tbing
movv. Into propomitiontxd areas around tho Long Binh/Bion 11oa Complex. PWs
hed been told that no matter what the coat, they would be able to 'ped the
1969 Nev Y-ýar Festival (17 Feb) in Saigon.

(2) Military Region% VII% On several successive nights the rocket
storage area (YT 1707) was strafed by AC-47' s, and hit by artillery, Over
100 secondary explosions were observed On the night of 22-23 Feb 69, the
4th Offensive began in MR-7 with 107m PRýoet, inortar, and ground attacks
against Bien Hoa, Long Binh Post, Bear Cat, and Camp Frentell-Jones. The
lot Bn/274th VC Regiment attacked southern Long Binh Post while the 3d Bn
attacked Bear Cat, Both contacts reculted in very heavy losses for the VC.
The 33d NVA Regiment attenpted to nove toward the Long Binrh Complex from
the east but were hit by artillery several times, and thoroughly decimated.
On the morning of 26 Feb 69, while !/275th and D4 (heavy weapons) 275th
Reglnont attacked Bien Hoa Airbase, 3/275th Regiment was to attack Ke Sat
Hsmlet, while the Regiment was moving into attack positions many of the
soldiers becime lost and many deserted. C12/D3 Company entered Loc Lam
Hr-let, Ho Nai Village at 0500 MOViL- toward Camp Frenzell-Jones, Villagers
spotted the VC and attacked the enemy company's mortar squad, capturing the
mirttar and using it against the VC. The remaindor of the company was engaged
by the 199th CRIP (Comblned Reconnai•3ance and Intelligence Platoon) who were
r-,nforcod immediaitely by popular forces, civilian defense groups, andtvolimteera., ARVN Marines ruehud to the ares C12 and D3 were rendered
c-:nt. ineffective, Tho rorn•ndr of D) Battalion uaq surrounded after they

reac:htd Ke Sat, and was completely dký-tfoyed, The DI Battalion was engaged
before it reached the atrbase and suffered very hea-y losses, The 174th
NVA Regiment, having been decimated by B-52 strikes -an several occasions,
never reached its staging area for the offeneive, T"e 9.1A Regiment was

held in reserve. After this atortt.'e offen-ive, the decimated eneay
units retreated into anctuaries to prepare for thi May Offensive. Allied
Forces pareued the eney and c.ntinued to inflict heavy casualties on them.
A bruh fire, north of Loc Lam. Hamlet, caused 17 large secondary explosions.
The area from YT 0517, to YT 0917, to YT 0913, to YT (513 was completely
cleared, exposing numerous bunkers, trenches, and base camps. This ammo
cache, r,'on haoe, Fire Support Base (FSB) and staging area has now been
denied and the eneeo can no longer approach Bien Hoa from the east, or
Long Binh and LoC Lam from the north, without crossing 3,000 meters of open

5
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terrain. With assistance from the 199th CRIP and 179th MID, the hamlet of
Tra Co has finally joined the other hamlets of He Nai village in establishing
a perimeter and mobilizing a hamlet militia. This closed the gap in No Na'ls
12 kilometer, East.West perimeter north of the Long Binh Complex. On 5 April
the 1 ot Australian Task Force overran military Region VI.I Headcuarters and
captured numerous documents and a large amount of supplies and alinuniti•n.
On 11 April GVN National Police captured Tu Hai, the U-i Province (SR-8
Military Intelligence Detachment Commander. Numerous other Viet Cong Infra-
structure (VCI) were captured. The VC continued to plan for a May/June Of-
fensive but emphasized attacks by fire and sapper activity rather than
conventional attacks.

(3) Military Region IV: Military Region IV's forces attempted to
initiate an offensive against Saigon in late February but were thwarted by
Allied forces. While RVN and US Forces in the outlying areas continued to
inflict heavy casualties on the VC/NVA Main Force units, the units in and
near Saigon concentrated on anti-intrusion/spoiling, and VCI eliminations
to assure lack of guides and local support in any future offensive. In
early February (with the VC Offensive in its final stages of perparation),
the 199th Light Infantry Brigade (LID) conducted detailed systematic
searches of the two most Pro-VC Villages (Hung Long in SR-3 and Tan Nhut
in SR-2). The roaulte of these two operations (dubbed "STRANGLER I" and
"STRANGLER II") appear in the chart at the end of the paragraph. Contact
with elements of SR-6, during their attempts to move towards Saigon,
coupled with elimination programs brought the enemy' s efforts to create a
viable fighting force in Saigon to a virtual standstill. The enemy's morale
declined so rapidly in the brigade area of operation (AO) that high-ranking
VC began to reoly. On 18 Fob, the security commissar of SR-2 rallied at
Binh Chanho On 10 Mar, at XS 743843, LTC Nam Xuam, Chief of Staff of the
SR-2 Forward HQ's was killed by C/5/12th of the 199th LIB. The death of
Nam Xuam was a severe blow to SR-2 because he had lived and operated in the
Pineapple for ten years arA possessed extensive area knowledge, He was also
a key man for the VC, and when critical tasks or attacks needed to be consu-
mated, it was Nam Xuam who was chosen to execute them. Captured documents
revealed that Nam Xuam was preparing for an attack on the 199th Brigade For-
ward Command PouL at the time of his death. The capture of Sol's and de-
tailed operation plais from Nam Xuam's body surely disrupted the planned
attack on Saigon. A PW captured on 30 March stated that the 6th Battalion's
companies had been reduced to 15 men each. On 3 April the 199th LID located
the 6th Bn Headquarters ard killed the battalion XO, a Company CO and a plat-
oon leader. On 11 April, documents found on a VC killed in action (KIA) at
XS 642901 identified him as the new battalion commander. 94 enemy were eli-
minated by the end of April.

(a) Results of STRANGLER It

INNOCE•T VCI VC VC DRAFT
CIVILIANS VCI SUSPECTS GUERRILLAS MILITARy DODGERS DESERTERS TOTAL

2,655 9 29 0 0 15 5 2,713

6
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(b) Results of STRANGLER III

IWCENT VCI VC VC DRAFT
"VI• I XU SUSPECTS GUERRILLAS MILITIJ DODGERS DESERTERS •TAL

2,552 3 12 6 0 11 0 2,584

(4) COSVN Divisions: The main force and NVA Divisions continued to at-
tempt to open corridors into the Saigon areas by attacks on FSB's along their
Lines of Communication(LOC). All these attacks were unsuccessful and severely
depleted the enemy's strength. The flow of replacements reduced to insigni-
ficant amounts. The 9th VC Div conducted reconnaissance in the 199th AO and
infiltrated small advance parties into SR-2. However, attempts to create div-
ersionary attacks in Tay Ninh Province and attempts to breek-out of Cambodia
into SR-2 all proved very costly to the 9th V;, Div. Enemy plans for the May/
June Offensive appear to have been drastically altered, and captured documents
indicate that COSVN does not expect a military victory.

(5) Contents of enemy caches discovered during the reporting period:

AK-47 Rifles 7

AK-47 Magazines 17

AK-47 Ammunition 14,104 (rounds)

B-40 Rocknt Rounds 96

B-41 Rocket Rounds 82

60mn Mortar Rounds 262

8Vim Mortar Rounds 272

8Zi Mortar Ch'irges 67
82v= Mortar Fuses 29
CIICOM tHand Grenades 300

Grenade Fuses 7

CHIC•M Mines 58
Explosives (lb.) 101

Blasting Caps 550

Gasoline (Gals) 105

Medicine (lbs) 16
Rice (lbe) 11,900

Radios 3

(6) Cumulative oen losses during the reporting periods
VC KIA (Body -'ount) 183
VC KIA (Probable) 54

Prisoner of War

Hoi Chanh 7 1

CONFIDENTIAL
L



CON F7 DNT1/ AL.
Detainee 190

VC Infrastructure Eliminated/Neutralisedo

Sa Arse Captured or Destroyed 4

Crew Served Weapons Captured or Destroyed 6

SeaU Arms Amsunition Captured or Destroyed 18,6";5

Crew Served A~mni'-U Captured or Destroyed 918

Fortifications Destrcyed 1,535

Grenades Captured or Destroyed 502

Sampans Captured or Destroyed 69

Rice Captured or Destroyed (tons) 5.505

(7) VCI Eliminated Within the Brigade ANs

VI•LArE COORDINATES NM4BER
(CInAII, of- Mass) RpgNAT

An Lac XS 7686 0

Binh Chanh IS 7279 4

Binh Tri Dong IS 7789 2

Tan Buu IS 6780 40

Tan Kien 15 7484 i

Ton Nhut IS 7083 23

Tan Tao XS 7489 16

Tan Tuc IS 7482.

TOTALS 87

Hung Long* XS 7878 46

My Yen* IS 6979 7

Thanha I5 6479 -

TOTALS 58

lOutaide, but oontigwus to Brigade AD.

d. Overations. Plane and Tr,,ining.

(1) The brigade, continuing under the operational oontrol (O1NXW) of
Capita- Military Asuiatance Cowuand (CMAC) pArticipated in Operation TOAN
THAW, 1I and IIl in AO Jane.. Operations in AD Jane vere directed primari-
1,7 egainat traditional !'ise camps an.,' staging areas of the 30M8h and 6th
Local Force Battalione. Objectives were to preempt the,, reas from
use, Interdict lines of communicati ons and prevent enmy rocket/mta-r AM
poni attacks apV'inet Saigon.. Operations in the Pineapple vere designed
to loce.te VC cache sites nv.d disrupt L-..plv npe.ations. iU ellentu of the

8C N1-W±NT)L
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brigade contintod aggressive offenrive operations and night ambushes on all
likely western and southwestern land and water approaches into Saigon.

(2) Operations Conducted:

(a) 1 - 7 Fearupxy 1969: 2/3 Infantry was released from OPCON to 25th
Division on 3 February "969. On 4 February A/B/D/2/3d Inf became OPCON to
Opera Uon STRPLNGLER I. 3/7th Inf continued operations in AO Jane. On 4
February, D/3/7th Inf wte released from OPCON to 3/82nd Airborne. C/I);iA/ 7th
Inf were placer JWCON to TF KAY in support of Operation STRANGLER I. 4/12th
Inf cortJ.nu.1 reconriassatva-irn-force (RIF) and patrolling operations in
AO Jane. 5/12th Inf continued interdiction operations in AO Swordfish III.
Throughout the week, elements of 5/12th Inf, using Navy boats, conducted
ext-r. ve defoliation operations along the Van Co Dong River.

(b) 8 - 1, Feb :,: ',d Inf (-) continued OPCON to TF STRANGLER. Upon
termina•ton -P STraNGLER, on !2 Feb, all elements moved to staging areas in
preparation 'or ST•A.NGLER II 3/7th Inf continued operations in AO Jane.
C/D/4/12th Inf, OPCON to TF KAY, participated in Operation STRANGLER II, eff-
ective 12 Feb 69. 5/i2th Inf continued operations in AO Swordfish III.
A/D/5/12th Inf became OPCON to TF KAY for Operation STRANGLER 1I on 12 Feb.

(c) 14 - 21 Feb: 2/3d Inf initiated operations in AO Jane upon termi-
nation of Operation STRANGLER II on 16 Feb. On 19 Feb, 2/3d Inf conducted
a 3 company sweep vicinity XS 7285 (COM). The 553d RF Compan participating
in the operations accounted for 6 VC KIAo A cordon was established around
the area.and a search conducted on 20 Feb resulted in the discovery of
several B-40 rounds, and sleeping posiiione for 40 personnel. 3/7th Inf
continued RIF and combined operations with elements of 3/50th ARVN Regiment
in AO Jane° 5/12th Inf, continuing interdiction operations in AU Swordfish
III, had several contacts with small groups of VC. 5/12th was OPCON to Bien
Fk' Tactical Area Command (RBTAC) for operations in AO Hardcharger, effective
15 Feb, Operation STRANGLER II continued,

(d) 22 - 28 Febt 2/3d Inf continued RIF operations, dayligat patrol-
ling, and night ambush position6 in AO Jane. 3/7th Inf continued operations
ii AO Jane with company-size sweeps and Cav/Inf team RIF. 4/12th Infantry
continued RIF operations and platoon-size combat patrols in AO Jane.
Several combined operations with the 646th, 662d and 754th XF companies were
conducted. 5/12th Inf continued 'nterdiction operations in AO Swordfish
III, On 23 Feb, 0/5/12th Inf, OPUON to BHTAC engaged a platoon of VC in
vicinity YT 057023, resulting in 6 VC KIA (BC) and 3 VC PW.

(e) 1 - 7 March 1969: 2/3d Inf continued operations in AO Jane. C/2/3d
and D/4/12th Inf, OPCON to TF EHRHARDT, conducted riverine and airmobile as-
saults into A0 Hat-charger, vie YT 0793,(COM). TF conducted RIF operations
on 2-3 March and was extracted. During the period 4-5 March, 2/3d Inf excha-
nged AOs with 5/12th Inf. On 6 March, A/2/3d Inf began operations in AO
Swampy, vie XS 9075 (COM), under brigade control. 3/7th Inf conducted burn
off oporations, company (-) RIFs, and platoon combat patrols in AO Jane.

q

CONFIDENTIAL



CO~1FIENfIAL
4/12th Inf continued operations in AO Jane conducting four combined opera-
tions with RF and PF elfments (Regional Forces and Popular Forces). Three
of these were cordon and search operations. On 6 M&rh, j4/12th Inf conducted
a combined operation with the 869th, 754th and 106th RF companies and four PF
platoons. Operations (o,•n.L:;t ci of establishing blocking positions along the
Ben Luc River, via XS WWI, COM, and a multi-company sweep north into the
blocking position. 5/12th Inf continued ope.,ations in AO Swordfish and AO Jane
exchanging As with Inf, effective 5 March.

-(f) 8-14 March: 213,1 Inf (-N conducted interdiction operations in
AO Swordfish III. A//13d and l/2/3d continued OPCON to the Brigade and BHTAC,
respectively. 3/7th lin continued cordon and search, RIF, and burn-off
operations in AO6Jane. 4/12th Inf conkducted cordon and search operations,
area searches and defoliation missibus in AO Jane. 5/12th Inf continued pla-
toon patrols, sweeps and burn-off operations in AO Jane. During the period
12-14 March, D/2/3d, A/3/7th, B/P1/12th and D/5/12th, all OPCON to 4/12th Inf,
participated in Operation LULU. Operation was a combined independent area
search operation with elements of the 9th US Div, 5th ARVN Ranger Group, and
46th AHVN Regiment participating in the Long Thuinng area (XS 7576). Operation
LULU concludod 14 March with a cordon and vearch of Long Thoi (XS 7476) and
Loc Trung (iS 7973).

(g) 15-21 March 1969s 2/3d Inf continued interdiction operations in AID
Swordfish III. A/2/3d concluded operations in AO Swampy and returned to bat-
tallin control on 16 March. RIFs along the Kinh Cau An Ha Canal, XS 625927,

resulrcd in the locntion and destruotion of 26 bunkers, and the capture of 3,600
rounds of AK-47 ammunition and 20 RPG-7 rounds. On 21 March, B/D/2/3d Inf con-
ducted an exchange of positions; B Company returning to battalion control and
D company OPCON to 1I3ITAC in AO Hardcharger. 3/7th Inf continued operations
in AO Jane. On 18 March, D/3/7th Inf inserted into 2 Landing Zones (LZ),
sweeping areas where Long Range Pat rol (LRP) teams had sighted VC activity.
On 20 March, A/C/D/3/Vth and D/1ýth Cav conducted cordon and search of Binh
Tri Dong #1, resultino in the apprehension by National Police (NP) of 10
detainees. 4/12th lif continued operations in AO Jane. On 17 March, B/D/
4/12th conducted coraon and oonrch of Dai Thanh, vic XS 703805. The search
was conducted by the 156th PF Platoon, 107th RV Company, NP and Binh Chanh
Intelligence Squad, C/4 /!2th, OPCON to 3/82d Airborne, effective 17 March.
A/B/4/12th conducted a RIF toward a blocking position established by D/4/12th,
vic XS 6880. 5/12th Inf continued operations in AO Jane. Combine4 operations
with district RF and FF elements were conducted 6n 17 and 18 March. Batta-
lion continued burn and destroy operations along canals and streams Tc
XS 7084 and platoon-size combat patrols throughout the AD.

(h) 22 - 28 March: 2/3d Inf continued RIF and Star team interdiction
operations in AO Swordfish IIIý D/2/3d Inf continued OPCON to BHTAC in
AO Hardcharger. C/2/3d Inf was OPCON to 5/12th Inf, 26-28 March, for
operations in AO Lexington. 3/7th Inf continued operati.,ne in AO Jane.
On 23 March, A/B/3/7th, D/17th and A/5/12th conducted a cordon Psd search
in An Lac #1 and #2. On 2V March, C/3/7th Inf conducted sweeps tO the aouth-
east, towards a blocking position established by B (-)/D (-)/3/'/th Inf and
D/17th Cav, vie XS 7583J59. During the period 28-29 March, D/3/7th Inf was
OPOON to 3/82nd Airborne at FSB All-American. 4/12th Inf continued operations

10

OD L



"CONFIDENTIAL

in'AO Jane. On 24 March, B/D/4/l2th, the 662nd and 553d RF Companies
Conducted a four company cordon and seBq,,rh of My Yen #3. Another combined
operation on 26 March, consisted on D/4 /12th, with D/5/12th Inf OPCON to
4/12th Inf, establishing a blocking position vie XS 693830 for a sweep from
the east by the 896th and 754th RF Companies. On 28 March, responding to
an intelligence report, A/4/12th established a block in XS 750796, with two
RF Companies blocking on the east and vest flanks. B/4/12th Inf conducted
a sweep soth to the block, resulting in 6 VC KIA and 2 PW captured. 5/12th
Inf continued operations in AO Jane. On 23 March, B/5/12th Inf, conducting
a RIF to the east, set several haystacks afire, vic XS 744545, resulting in
five large secondary explosions and several small arms explosions. On 25
March, B/5/12th and the 553d RF Company conducted a cordon and search of
Tan Klien #1. During the period 26-28 March, A/C/5/12th and C/2/3d, OPCON
to 5/12th Inf, conducted operation HUNTER in AO Lexington, astride the Be
Be Canal. A/5/12th Inf conducted an airmobile assault vic XS 491832 and

established a 7S8 for B/2/4Oth Arty, which was lifted in to support the
operation.' C/5/12th and C/2/3d conducted alrmobile insertions and RIF to
northwest along the Be Bo Canal. All units were extracted 28 March.

(i) 29 March - 4 April 1969: 2/3d Inf continued RIP and star team
interdiction operations in AO Swordfish III. On 2-3 April, battallon
cond•icted an exchange of AOs with 1,/12th Inr. D/2/3d returned to battalion
control from OPCON to BHTAC on 3 April. On 2 April, A/B/3/7th Inf and
Recon/2/3d conducted an extensive airmobile RIF In the central Pineapple.
Thirty bunkers and twenty-six hoezmido grenade booby trnpn (DIST) wore
destroyed as a result of thin oprration. On 4 April, A/B/.3/7Lh Inr and
D/17Lh Cay conducted a cordon and search of Tan Tau Villisge. Cav/Inf/PIF
were conducted on a daily basiso 4/12th Inf continued operations in AD
Jane. On 30 March, A/Z4/12th Inf conducted a combined sweep and block
operation with the 662nd and 664th BF Companies, resulting in 4 VC KIA
(0C). On 3 April, 4/12th Inf aseumed responsibility for AO Swordfish III.

A/4/12th Inf became OPCON to 2/3d Inf in AO Jeri (XS 7680)° B/4/12th Inf
and C/4/12th Inf, OPCON to BIITAC and 3/82nd Airborne respectively. 5/12th
Int continued operations in AO Jane. On 30 March, D/5/12th, conducting
platoon size RIFs out of PB Chris, killed 3 VC (BC) and took 1 PW. On 31
March, B/5/12th Inf with the 754th and 869th RF Companies conducted a cor-
don and search of Tan Nhut #5. Remaining elements conducted platoon size
patrols and security missions in the AO.

(j) 5-11 April; 2/3d Inf continued operations in AD Jane. Battalion
conducted platoon-size combat patrols throughout the AD and continued area
searches in AD Jeri, vie XS 7680. On 11 April, 2/3d Inf, B/5/12th, 662nd
and 646th RF Companies, and the 193d PF Platoon conducted a combined block
and sweep operation, 0/2/3d, 1 platoon D/17th Car, and the 646th RF
Company blocked vic 7579. All other elements swept to the south-southwest
into the blocking position. 3/7th Inf continued operations in AO Jane.
Battalion conducted platoon-size combat patrols and Cavi/nf RIF throughout
the AD. D/3/7th assumed responsibility for FSB Horseshoe Bend during the
period 8-10 April. On 9 April, A/3/7th, D/17th Cay and one company of the
55th RF Battalion conducted combined operations on K1nh Cau An Ha Canal, vie
XS 6093. 4/12th Inf (-) continued Interdiction operations in AO Swordfish
III. B/4/12th continued OPCON to BETAC in AO Hardcbarger and C/4/12th con-
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tinued OPCON to 3/82nd Airborne. A/4/12th initially OPOON to 2/3d Inf in
AO Jor, went OPCON to 5/12th Iuf for Oporation HIUNTER II, 8-10 April. On
11 April, A/4/12th was innerted by LCM8, vie XS 553893, and swept to the south-
west. RIP continued the following day. 5/12th Inf continued operations in
AD Jane. On 8 April, A/D/5/12th Inf, A/4/12th Inf and D/2/40th Arty conducted
combined 4rmobile operations in AO Lexington with elements of the 1/50th ARVN
Regiment. -D/5/12th and A/4/12th In' inserted itic XS 520790 and XS L69783,
swept northwest to the west of the Be Bo Canal. The 1/50th ARVN Rgmt operated
to the east' of the Be Be Canal. All units wore extracted 10 April.

(k) 12 - 18 Aprilz 2/3d Inf continued operations in AO Jane. On 13
April, C/2/3d Inf and 2 platoons .1•om D/2/3d Inf conducted RIF from vie
XS 689824 to XS 656823. On 16 April, C/2/3d Inf with the 646th RF Company,
conducted ,pombined RIF in AO Jeri, On 18 April, A/B/2/3d Inf conducted air-
mobile insertion vic XS 659778, sweeping southeast along the canal at that
location. Persistent CS dispensing operations were conducted in vic XS 7280.
3/7th Inf continued operations in AO Jane. On 14 April, C/D/3/7th;• conducted
multiple airnnbile insartions west of the Van Co Dong River. Units conducted
area searches and wore extracted. On 15 April, A/3/7th, D/17th and one com-
pany of the 55th RF Battalion conducted RIF and block operations along Kinh
Cau An Ha Canal. On V7 April, A/C/D/3/7th Inf and D/17th Cav conducted a
cordon and search of Tan Tao Hamlet. Persistant CS dispensing operations
were conducted in the "Five Fingero" area. 4/12th Inf (-) continued inter-
diction operations in AO Swordfish 1II. B/4/12th and C/4•,2th remained OPCON
to BHTAC and 3/82nd Airborne re.'poctivoly. On 15 April, A/4/12th conducted
RIF to the north in AO Charlio. Ambush positionsdthat night sighted and
cnaaed approxi]ately 15 VC, reoulting in 2 VC KIA (BC) and 1 AK-47 captured.
5/12th In' continued npnrnti6no In AO Jane,, On 15 April, elomontn of the
battalion conducted cordont and cnirch of Tan Nhiat IM2 The 5/12th Inf con-
ducted area destruction operatlons vie XS 7283 and persistant CS dispensing
operations Vic XS 738837. On 16 April, C/5/!2th Irf conducted RIF south into
block by the 869th RF Company vic XS 683826, Remainder of units conducted
plt-size patrols and t;quad 'ecvrity phtrolh around pormanent inirtallationsý

(1) 19 - 25 Aprilt 2/','( Inf contInued operations in AO Jane. D/2/)d
continued CS dispensing oporatlons vic XS 7218,6ý On 22 April, A/B/2/3d con-
ducted search and destroy onerations in grids XS 6577, 6677, 6678 and 6778.
Also on 22 April, C/2/3d Inf with the 470th RF Company and 158th PF Platoon
conducted RIF in AO Nancy. Fren 23-25 April, elements of the battalion
conducted star team interdiction operations in grlds XS 6882, 6779, 6879,
6878, and 6777, Remaining units conducted local patrols and security opera-
tions vie of FSBs and PBs. On 20 April, A/3/7th Inf conducted airmobile
snatch operations, resnilting in the capture of 3 VCI. On 21 April, B/3/7th
Inf conducting Eagle Flights in AO Nancy, engaged the enemy, vi.- XS 670782.
Contact resulted in 7 VC KIA (MO), 4 VC KIA (Prob), 4 PWs and 1 VCI with
negative US casualties. On 25 April, 3/7th Inf conducted cordon eAd search
of Binrh Tri Dong Village, B/4/12th continued OPCON to BITAC until 21 April.
C/4/12th continued OPCON to 3/82nd Airborne and D/4/12th became OPCON to
3/82rd Airborne effective 20 April. A/4/12th OPCON to 3d Bde, 9th US Div at
Rach Kien, effective 23 April. 5/12th continued operations in AD Jane. From
21 to 25 April, A/5/12th conducted star team interdiction operations vie
XS 7186. Area destruction and CS disponsing operations were conducted Vie
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XS 708830 and 745866. On 25 April, A/5/12th established block from .
XS 719885 to 713848, for sweep by the 553d and 754th RF Companies.
B/5/12th conducted airmobile snatch operations.

(m) 26 - 30 April: On 26 April, A/2/3d Inf, A/3/7th Inf, and
one company 3/46th ARVN Jgmtbegan a three day area search operation
in AO Marble, to the south of the brigade AD. On 28 April, C/2/3d Inf
conducted day and night interdiction operations north of PB Elvira. A/
D/5/12th infantry were placed OPCON to 2/3d Inf on 29 Aprif, during
Operation STRANGLER III. 3/7th Inf continued platoon patrols and RIF
operations in AO Jane. Remaining units conducted local security of FSB
and HB. A/4/12th continued OFCON to 3/9th Div at Rach Klen. D/C/4/12th
Inf continued OPCONto 3/82nd Airborne, B/4/12th conducted riverine,
ainmobilo and RIF operations in AO Swordfish III. On 29 April, 5/12th
Inf W-) with A/2/3d and C/3/7th boean Operation STRANGLER III, in
conjunction with the 4/50th ARVN and 3/1st HF Battalion, Cordon was
establishod aroimd Tan Buu Village and surroundinp area dirmn, thA
early m•orning hours of 30 April.

(n) Two major combiued cordon and search operations were conducted
and a third started during the reporting period to destroy and neutral-
ize VC, VCI and VCG elements; and to enhance pacificationg

STRANGLER I: 4-12 February 1969; Hung Long; vic XS 8077.

STRANGLER I: 13-16 February 1969; Tan Nhut; vic XS 7083.

STRANGLER III: 29 April- ; Tan Buu; vic XS 6679.

j Tast organization for STRANGLER I consisted oft

IL Cordop forces

2/3d nf (-)
B/3/7th In) (TF KAY)
C/3/7th rt (TY KAY)
B/5/l2th Inr (TF KAY)
5th Ranger Group (-) ARVN
30th Ranger Bn (-) ARVN
33d Ranger Rn (-) ARVN

h Search Forces

3/Ist RP En (-)
NP?? Company
1 RI Company
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& Tark organization for STRANGLkR II oonsisted of:

a Cordon Forces

2/3d In!
C/4/l2th Iaf (•?K
D/h,/12th In! (Ti'ui
A/5/12th mr (Ti' KAY
D/5/l2th Inf (Ti' Kai)
557th RF Co (-) ARVN
754th RF Co
869th RF Co
662nd PF Plat
470th PF I>lat

k Search Force:

Recon/2/3d Inf
167th RF Pit
156th RF Pit
157th RF Pit
553d RY Pit
NFFF Company

STack orianization for STRANGLER III consists oft

a Cordon Forces

5/12th In (-)
B/5/12th Inf
C/5/0th InfAI2/,Ad Inf
C/3/7th Inf
.,/50th ARVN Reg

3/1 st RE Bn

• Search Force:

2 RE Companies
2 NPFF Platoons

A Specific techniques which proved effective in the conduct
of large scale cordon and search operations were as followas

& The NP were utilized as the search force combined with US/
ARVN forces. The NP were a thorough, yell diseipline4 and very
effective organization.
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b The placing of cordons within the cordon insured population
control and prevented freedom of movement by the VC from one locale
to another.

r The cordons were in place and all units linked up prior to
EMNT to seal off the area and prevent exfiltration.

a The area to be searched was divided into sections in order to
conduct a detailed and systematic search. Phase lines or check points
were established to assist in the control of the seoarch element.

t Liaison teams were exchanged with the participating ARVN units
to coordinate the link-up points durlnf* the hcurn of dnrkneos,,

f, The cordon operation must last at least four days in order to
starve the VC to a point where they must come out of their hiding
place.

(3) Training Activities"

(a) The following personnel were trained at Redcatcher Combat
Training Center (RCTC) during the period I Feb-30 Apr 1969:

W.T NIUMBER

1 9th LIB 1,972 EM 52 Off

U Lh Arty Gp 273 EM

IIFFV 17 WM

90th Repl Bn 30 D4

500th ]Lngr 31 EM

lt Sig Bde 5 EM

TOTALS 2,328 M•4 52 Off
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(b) The Mobile Tin Team (MIT) trained D/17th Caw from 1-20 Feb

on the 81-- mortar. Training was conducted at H4B through 15 Feb and live
fire exerises were conducted at FSB Stephanie during the remainder of the
schedule. 22 Feb - 1 March was spent in preparation and actual instruction
to all elements of the 4/12th Infantry. On 3 March, two NO(s and the OIC
of the MTT moved to Signal Mountain and conducted mortar training for
signal ard infantry personnel. The remainder of the team initiated the first
sniper school on 7 March and were joined by the other team members on 9
March. The first school graduated 5 personnel on 15 March. During 16-19
March, preparation waA made to conduct another sniper school. The second
sniper school was coriducted 20-28 March with 6 personnel successfully
completing the school. Refresher training was given to the mortar crews of
D/17 Cay from 2-8 April. The MTT started preparation for the Brigade BBT
course, on 9 April. - iia included preparation of all lesson plans and the
actual construction of two demonstration courses. The course opened on 16
April and was turned over to a comittee of NCOe representing each battalion
oh 20 April. The MTT then moved to FSB Horseshoe Bend and began instruction
for all elements of the 5/12th Infantry, on 22 April. On 29 April, the
team returned to Brigade Main Base due to STRANGLER III operational commit-
mentsa

(c) On 3 February, the ARVN Mobile Training Team continued training
the 52d ARVN Regiment. The teem trained each unit for one week and then
conducted a three day operation to-grade unit effectiveness. During the
period 16-23 February training was dinrupted because of the ARVN TET
breaks. During this period the ARVN MTT improved their security by build-
ing new bunkers. On 24 February, training resumed with the let, 2d Bn,
52d Beg. The ARVN 4TT did not conduct training during the period 16-22 March
due to the Xuan Loc Alert status. During the period 23-30 March, training
was conducted for the 1et Company, let Bn, 52d Reg. In addition, special
weapons training was conducted for instructors from the iSth ARVN Divi-
-ion, Training Center. The ARVN MTT completed training the lit Bn, 52nd

Rltpt on 10 April. An operation was conducted with this unit to check
etzoctlvenetss Training continued wit~h the 52d ARVN Feg on 16 April at
Xupa Loc, Instruction on the starlightacope nnd refresher training was
consiuc ted

(4) Chemical Operationsa

(a) Personnel Detectors During the period ending 30 April 69, 91
People Sniffer missions were flown. Three missions were flown in UH1-D
model Helicopters and 88 missions were flown in 0H6 Observation helicop-
tersn. The trans.ort of M7 CS grenades (as reported in the last report)
was supplemented by an M79 grenade launcher and E24 40mm CS cartridges.
These munitions were used on areas of interest as detected by the APD,
flushing the enemy from hidden positions and/or denying him use of these
positions. The grenade launcher provides more precise delivery and accu-
racy, the effective range of the weapon provides more of a safety factor
for the crew members. During the period a system of trail studies was
developed to supplement information gathered during normal area sniffer
missions. The procedure includes first, flying a high level visual
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reconnaissance over a given area to detervidne the general layout of trails,
canals and waterways within the area. Then, with gunship cover, those
trails which Indicate activity above the back ground level of condensation
nuclei are plotted. Upon completion of the mission, the results are plot-
ted on a 1125,000 map to rhow detail and topography, and color coded to
indeirato dates dotocted. The results are eubouquontly forwarded to S2
for evuluation and inforwation/action. The 503d Chemical Detachment is
maintaining recorxs of all sniffer miaslonn mid the trail studies opera-
tional map in daily updated and ahown all known trails and enemy activity
(as dntected by APD). Thin Informitlton it maintained for the command group,
S2/S3, use at aU timoa.

(b) Herbicide Operations4 During the quarterly period ending 30
April 69, seven watorbornn and eight aerial herbicide operations were
conducted by the 503d unomical Dotacheont. 3300 gallons of herbicide
"white" and 2000 Cnlions or herbi.cide "blue" were dinneminated on two
areas bounded by the following coordinates" XS 587925, 640925,587900,
596907, 640900, 635907, 603850, 625865, 660865, 605810, 640810, 653835.
The herbicide was disseminated through an aerial Agaveinco Spray appara-
tua. Although herbicide "white" wee found to work well for waterborne
herbicide oporations, it was found to be ineffective against nipa palm
in aerial herbicide operatione. "1,ise" herbicide proved to be effective
and wo,'ld caue dying tW :irtn after three days of contmct.

(c) Riot Control Agent. 1-30 February, thIrteen persistent CS
operatt.on, were conducted withIn tho 199th In.* lDie AO. Two of the op-
erations were aerial an] elevon ware g-round oporationa, The aerial CS
oncratione were flown in a U1fl-D helicopter provided by the 199th Bri-
gade Aviat!on Section. Th6 P6ranteant •S wan used to cover canal lines
and aress of meiapccted enemny conc-ntrstlonit along' the Kinh Ceu An Ha
Canal. 480 pounds of CS wore cirpodt.3. dur-!ng the operation, The 8 pound
packs of CS were wrapped with dWt.lotlon cord urith an 8 vecond delay
blaa'er beoing iil to dt.tr.: ... ,he pa•:k. 'the i.-'sicne wore flown at
100 root, at 50 knota -r) w.4 do eive goe4 nrija coirra,,e, The ground op-
erat'on- conotstod of Implanrgn 7920 pounds of CS 1I along canal lines
and laiovn areas of enemy activity at. tbh followilrg locutionet "Five Fin-
gbr,3" a.",a, Nog Long River, Ung. 114!A CUn,]. Ont- Corn Canal, and Ong Do
Canal. The CS munitiona now us-ud in aupport of the 199th Inr 13de are
E-158 CS Bomb Cluster, F-8 CS Rocket Laimchers, M-7 CS Hand Grenadem, and
55 Callon drums of bulk CSý Theeg n nttlond are maintained in a constant
state of readiness for inst.ntmneons support of the brigade.

(d) Flame Operations"t During the quarterly period ending 30 April
69, the 503d Chemical Detaclmint conducted one flatm mlselon. A flame
perr.etor was set up along the north aide of Brigade Main Baee, in
each of the Battalion's areAs or responsibility. The flame weapons con-
alated of 55 gallon druma containing a 6% mixture of thickened fuel. M-4
biraters and electric blact.ng caps were used to arm the weapons, with the
detonation lnder the corttrol or P, coar.&nae unmker, The drums have a range
of 40-50 meters and a width of 10-20 meters, giving the north side of ERB
the protection of a complete Ilame wall. The 503d Chemical Detachment is
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capable of extended flame operations, and is prepared to assist the brigade
with the employment of various types of flame weapons and field expedients.

(e) Chemical Training: During the last quarter the 503d Chemical de-
tacbaent conducted ten chemical training classes. The types of classes
are as follows: four classes on the construction, emplacement and employ-
ment of flame field expedients, four classes on the care, cleaning and
fitting of the XM-28 Riot Control Agent Protective Mask, and two classes
on the maintenance and operation of the M2A1-7 Portable Flame Thrower.
These classes of instruction were designed to enlighten the knowledge of
the equipment and capabilities of chemical operations within their respec-
tive units. The personnel who attended the instruction are now capable
of performing a chemical mission, under the supervision of a trained chemi-
cal spocialiet.

(f) Chemicel Inspections; Drr'ng the reporting period, the 503d
Chemical Detachment conducted twelve inspections. Thene inspections
covered the M17 and 417-Al Protective Mask, the M15-A2 Detector Kit, and
the M11 Docontftldnuting Apparatusm. Those inspections enabled the line
battalions of the Brigade to maintain a readiness standard of over 90
percent on the above mentioned equipment. Further inspections are planned
to cover the other chemical equipment within the Brigade no as to
maintain a continuous readiness standard of over 90 percent on anl
chemical eq'aipment.

(5) Air Operations:

(a) United States Air Force: During the past quarter the USAh has
supported the 199th Light Infantry Brigade with close air support, primarily
destroying bunker complexes, enery infiltration routes, and LZ preparations.
In March, the brigade, increased its air power by three new programs start-
ed by its new Air Liaison Officer, LTC Lewis. The three programs are as
follows:

1 Divert Programs The Divert Program functions by having the bri-
gade clear daily certain grid square areas for the entire day. Capital
Military Assistance Command (Q4AC) is then notified that certain areas
are pre-•leared and that the Headquarters will accept any diverts. The
net results of this program is an increase in the number of air strikes
in the Brigade area of operations from a daily average of 1-2 to an
average of 2-4/

Z Spoooy Program: The Spooky Program consists of clearing certain
grid squares nightly, based on current intelligence. When Spooky has '
completed its niChtly misnion, there ic an area to unload its ordnance.
The results of this program have been an increase in air interdiction and
disruption of enemy infiltration throughout the Brigade AO.

, 20 uflimeter handoff program; Under the third program, the Brigade
has been successful in eliminating many booby traps. Areas known for a
heavy concentration of booby traps are cleared on a daily basis. Fighters
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with 20m ordnance a permitted to fire into the cleared areas; the net
result has been the desructiun of many booby traps.

(b) USAF has flown the following missions:

. Air strikes requestedt

Preplanned 428
Immediate 107
B52 --I
TOTAL 536

SAir strikes flown:

Preplanned .. 4
Immediate 55
Ship Spots 5
Diverts 37
1852 1
TOTAL 212

3 Bomb Damage Asseesments

Bunkers 372 170 24
Fighting Position 7 .! 11
Hootches 6

Spnpinfl 7
Canra!e 3

Trii1m 475 Meters
Foot !!ridges 2
Military Structures 4

En.-,ty -r onnel 8
&ýCon!..ry Explosions 131
Suel-,ined Fires 19

(c) Army Aviation: The Brigade Aviation Section performed missions
durf1r 9.#' period 1 February to 30 April 1969 as followst

TYPE' .t HCRAkT FOR YI3WN PASSM&GS T--S2

UH1 1011 3905 /.877 43
OH6A 1198 4249 3524 26

The section continued to provide Comand and Control, day and night visual
reconnaismancs, resupply and various other tactical and administrative mis-
sions. During the month of March the section performed extensive defoliatiom
spray missions in the Bri-.ido AO. The Brigade was additionaliq supported
with aviation assets in the form of aviation oompanies, gunships and ombat
support aircraft from the lst Aviation Brigade. Missions performed veres
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±Comm~and and Control CONF(D5NThAL
iAirmobile AssauAW

3 Eagle Flights

STroop Extraction and Repositioning

SAerial Reconnaissance

f Artillery Fire Adjustment ,

7 Medical Evacuation

. Radio Relay

Resupply

12_People Sniffer

1U Psychological Warfare Operations (PSYOPS)

e. EJrt,!jn~roit Coordinat&X.

(1) During the past quarter, the 2nd Battalion, 40th Artillery baa
iicreased its role of direct support of the brigade. The battalion has
expended approximately 72,500 rounds. This can be attributed to the
increased number of radar sightingn and airmobile operations. In addition,
the firing batteries have been displaced a total of eleven times. Four of
these displacements have been in support of brigade operations in the area
of the Bo Bo Canal.

(2) The majority of the brigade airmobile operations have been in the
Pineapple. Thin area is Ideal for artillery fire because of the limited civi-
lian population. River operations on the Vam Co Dong and adjoining canals
have reaalted in 'evwraJl contact missions fired in support of naval and armW
craft. As a rosult of thene contacts, vaterway target lists have been
prepared and forwarded to the liaison sections with the maneuver battalions
and the firing batteries. A continuing increase in acquired targets reflects
the high state of readiness of the AN/TPS-25A Radar located at FSB Barbar.
The "block clearance" procedure, implemented last quarter, has continued to
be utilized with increased success. Large areas are pre-cleared in the
Pineapple prior to darkness, thus enabling the immediate delivery of fires
on acquired or confirmed targets.

(3) A new Defensive Target (DEFTAR) and Defensive Concentration (DEFCON)
target list waa prepared this quarter. It has eliminated the excessive
number of previoua tsrgets and has given the battalion the increased
ability to deliver timely and accurate fires in support of the brigade.

f. Llog *._Tra tion adEnginoer Operations
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(I) Logistical support remains centered at the 14B at Camp Franzell-
Jones with daily resupply being accomplished to each battalion's forward
FSB. The units organic resupply capabilities continue to be augmented by
the attached 151 st Transportation (Light Truck Platoon) from the 48th
Transportation Group.

(2) The Brigade recently received a total of 6 new Boston Whalers
to be used on tactical waterborne operations within the Brigade AO. These
boats were issued by the Brigade S- 4 , and will be transferred from unit to
unit based upon the tactr cal requirement.

(3) Ground transportation continues to be a critical problem due to
the scheme of deployment and the nature of operations conducted in the AO.
Task force size Combined Holding Interrogation Center (CHIC) operations
have necessitated drawing from truck support elements loc&ted at Trans-
portation Corps Hill. During the reporting period, no major subordinate
units were displaced outside the Brigade AO.

(4) Issue of Command Control Items by G-4 USARV is being made based
upon the Equipment Density Report, submitted to the Brigade S-4 not later
than -he 17th of each month, Accuracy In reporting cannot be overemphasized,
in order for the brigade to receive its fair share of controlled communica-
tions and electronics equipment,

(5) The following supplies were issued by the 7th Support Battalion:

(a) Class I1

% Tons or "A" ration issued: 1,009

2 Tons of "C" ration issued: 236

STotal: 1,246

14 Weekly Average: 104

SPounds of Ice: 5,450,000

6 Sundry packs issued: 3,245

(b) Class II and IV:

i Requisitions received: 21,390

SRequisitions Filled from
stock on hands 12,144

SDemand Accomodations: 91%

SAverage number received per week: 1,780
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(C) Class III,

a. Gallons issued: 1,223,410

& Average weekly issues' 102,000

(d) Class Vt

1. Tons drawn: 3,559.1

2 Average tons drawn veeklys 298

(6) There has been no change in the supply status of the Brigade, from
the last reporting period.

(7) Major items of supply ottained for the Brigade:

(a) Weapons:

I Rifle M-16 91

SRifle M-14 8

3-Pistol .45 Cal 11

A Revolver J38 cal 8

I M-79 36

SHowitzer M102 1

S81mm M:rtar 5

. 4°2" Mortar 1

9Machine gun M-60 6

IQ Machine gun and Tripod 50 oal 6

11 Recoilless rifle 90in 1

J1 Beyonet Knife 325

(b) Nobiity

i Boston Whalers 6

2ijton dump Trucks 8

a Truck tank, M49CA2, 1200 gal 2
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4 +ton Jeep 18

• ~ton Field Ambulance 4

STank Rotriever 1

STractor 5 ton 1

S6 Ton Rough Terrain Forklift 1

(a) Communications

1 Antenna 292 25

ZGenerator Sets 6

2 WD1/1T Wire (rolls) 140

A PRC-77 Radio 4

5 PRC-25 Radio 10

• Radar Set AN/PPS-5 1

(8) The following is a list of Engineer Con6truction Activities
in the R4B from 1 February to 30 April 1969s

(a) Completed pouring concrete foundation, vertical construction,
electrical ingtallation of the following buildings:

1 20x(-6 Maintenance building for D Troop, 17th Cavalry.

2 30rx0 Brigade Snack Bar.

S20x96 BEQ and a 30x84 BOQ for Brigade Aviation.

4 MARS building in the 4900 block.

(b) Hauled laterite fill and poured concrete foundation for the following
builldingag

1 5 each 20x116 BEQ pads for the 3/7th Inf Bn.

S20x'116 BEQ pad for 5/12th Inf Bn.

I 20x116 MEQ for 87th Engr Co.

(o) Buildings presently under vertical construotions

1 40x100 Post Chapel.
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S20x96 BEQ for 5/12th Inf Dn.

(d) 1205 job orders vtre pxrcessed through the R&U and Operations
section.

(a) Water heaters were instsiled in the Brigade Officer' s, NOO and

E4 Clubs.

(f) Constructed bunker towers at the Hawk Site.

(g) Replaced concertina, building bunkers and constructing berms for
the Brigade perimeter defense,.

(h) Graded and shaped ground area at the site of the Brigade water
facilities

W) Installed air conditioning in the Brigade dispensarf.

(j) Electrical installation and finish work for the PX Concession.

(k) Poured concrete pad for refrigeration unit for NCO Club.

(1) Moving the Drigade POL into a new area at the Hawk Site.

(m) Surveyed location for 3 BEQis in the 5/12th area.

(n) •rading, shaping, rolling, and penepriming road sections in the
DT4; repairing and replacing culverts; and cutting and cleaning ditches for
dremnage

(o) Working on the secondary electrical system and preparing buildings
in the HEB for tie-in with Vinnell Power.

(p) Pro(abblng building component•, chowers, latrines, and bunker kits
in the &UJ Yard 91 bunker kits were it Jued to units in the Brigade during
this period,

(q) Hauled sand, rock, and laterite to work sites In the EKB.

(9) Operation Suppoer in Forward Areasx Various squads and pieces of
heavy equipment I-• continuoua direct support of the 2/3d Inf, 3/7th Inf,
4/12th Inf, 5/12th Inf, 2/40th Arty, Trp D, 17th Cay, 199th Inf Bde. Pro-
viding demolition and raine detector teams and performing general engineer
support. Conatructing a&TA repairing bunkers, bridges both foot and vehicle,
mess balls, billots, rove~montn, p<)rirm"ter defense, and landing pads. Clear-
ing firing lnnoo, up!,radlng and cons•ructing forward roads, constructing
berne, and va,.uing ground matoriala to forward arnas.
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(1) During the reporting period, the Brigade's Civic Action effort
centered on supporttng already established GVN programs and further
implementing these programs with numerous short term, high impact civic
action projects. As a result of the Communist ,LLackb followinr the TET
season, February 1969. the Brigade once again was requested to support housing
reconstruction in the village of Ho Nat, Bien Hoa Province. Brigade support
was provided to 80 families who had their homes completely destroyed during
the Communist attacks. Thli support consisted of 10 sheets of roofing tin,
10 bags of cement and one truck load of scrap lumber, provided to each family.
As of I May !969, reconstruction of all homes had reached 50% completion with
20 homes completed. The 199th Inf Brigade only provided materials, all
construction wirk was accomplishod by home owners,

(2) During the roporting. period a clv].lffnAire block of instruction
was established at the brigade' s In-country traiuing center "Redcatcber".
lDuring the class period, a genoral orientation on Vietnamese Culture and
Customs in provided., Discuosion on problems that the GI may encounter during
his contact with local civillans are also discussed. Classes at the train-
ing center provide all newly arrived Brigade personnel with a US-Vietnamese
Relations orientation during their first week in-country,

(3) English language classes for civilian employees were also estab-
lished during the reporting period. It was found that the job efficiency
of many civilian employee3 was being restricted ss a result of their
Itnited usage of the English lanmasge. Presently, English language classes
are provided to all interesIted civilian employees twice per week during
duty hours. Approximately 85 persons attend classes on a regular basis.

(4) There were 37 incidents involving US personnel ani Vietnamese
civilians during the reporting period. Theice incidents resulted in the
payment of 45 Individuals. Broad catagoriea of incidents are:

(a) Firearms accidents' 3,

(b) Motor vehicles' 8,

(c) "Covrllans Injurxi as a result of response to hostile fire"t 15.

(5) The Psychological Operations conducted by the brigade during the
reporting period continued to support three main programs: The Chieu Hoi
Prograa, and a program desigunod to install in the civilian populace con-
fidence in the Government o' Vietnam, In addition to aerial and ground
speaiker utilization and dissemination of leaflets, the brigade distributed
patriotic T-Shirts bearing the colors of the Republic of Vietnam.

(a) Civic Action Projects conducted and 4.tame alstributedS
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SIDCAPSI

a Loc Lam Dispensary: 858.

b figade AO 22,276.

. Total: 23,134.

SSchools:

I Constructed: 0.

k Repaired: 2.

2 Homes:

a Construoted: 5.

h Repaired: 80O

/A Roads:

% Constructedt 0.

k Repaired: 2.

5 Orphanages Suppcrtcdy 6.

SBridges:

& Constructail: 2.

SRepaired, 4.

2Cement: 159,870 pounds*

Lumber: 545,130 board feet.

2Tin Roofing: 2,276 aheets.

. Gravel: 4 tons.

1U Foodstuffst 17,210 pounds.

. Health items: 5,559 pounds sbap.

13 Nails: 360 pounds.

a Paint: 10 gallons.
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±~Whitewash: 200 pounds. (3i2 1F D~ //7 /t
1• Whitewash Bfuishes; 9.

32 Candy: 644 pounds.

j• School Kits: 30.

j9 Hygiene Kits: 300.

22 T-Shirts: 1,200.

21 Used Clothing: 1,035.

2 Shower Shoes: 10 pair.

(b) Psychological Operational

! Leaflets aerially distributed by supporting units/by organic assets:

SChleu Hois 8,500,000/675,000:-

_ Safe Conduct Passes! 0/8,000.

SVolunteer Information Program: 50600,000/150,000.

d Support GVN: 912,000/340,000.

2 Leaflets distributed by hand:

SChieu Hoi: 150,000.

b Volunteer Information Programs 7,000.

q Cordon and Search: 200,000.

SHealth Tips: 3,960.

3 Aerial speaker message by supporting unit/by organic assets:

a Chieu. Hoi8 42 hours/15 hours.

k Volunteer Information Program: 0/6 hours.

SCordon and Search: 0/7 hours.

d Support GVN: 15 hours/5 hours.

A Ground speaker'.messagest

a Chieu Hoi: 280 hours.
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b Cordon and Searcht 73 hours.

g Volunteer Information Frogram: 7 hours.

SJUSPAG News: 10 Hours.

h. Sagn .

(1) The Brigade CP remained stationary during the period* Infantry
Battalions rotated between fire support bas8s. The overall c3uinications
systems remained relatively fixed in nature.

(2) The communicati(ns posture on 31 January 1969 for the Brigade was
as followes

(a) Radio Relay Systems.

I The Radio Relay and Systems Diagram (Iriel 1 ): shows ths systems
utilized to provide command and control co.mmunioations.

a CKAC operated the Terminal at their site and the 199th LIB operated
the remaining stations.

(b) Radio

1 Brigade Forward at FSB Horseshoe Bend.

A Brigade Command Net-FM (Non-Secure),

SBrigade Secre':et-11 (3ecure).

q MkC Command Net-FM (Non-Secure).

d C24AC Secure Net-FM (Secure).

jL Spare Net-FM (Non,-ecur3).

f Artillery Command Net for LNO-IM (Non-Secure).

g A.0 Net FM, AM and UHF (Non-Secure).

h Brigade Command Net SSB (Non-Secure).

SBrigade Rear TOC at Camp Frensell-Jones.

AL II FFORCEY Cortdazd Net 4Týo ýf)

] II FE'RCEV Secure Net FM (Secure) on-call.

a Brigade Command Net FM (Non-Secure).
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d Brigade Secure Net FM (Secure).

I Brigade Command Net SSB (Non-Secure).

SInfantry Battalionus:

1 Each Infantry Battalion operated a Comand Net and a Logistical
Net-,M.

k Each Infantry Company operated a Command Net-PM.

&a Artillery Battallonw
& The 2/4Oth Artillery Battalion operated a command net and monitored

each firing battery's net.

SEach firing battery operated a Fire Direction Net.

(c) Wire:

2. Wire lines were limited to local distribution within the CP'. and
from battalion to company level when possible.

t Switchboards:

1 Redcatcher FWD TOC Switchboard (AN/,4TC-IO) of which 50 Jack@ were
filled, with a 60 line capacity.

SRedcatcher Rear TOC Switchboard utilized an AN/14TC-? Switchboard with
a 60 lire capacity, of which 43 jacks were filled.

. The Infantry Battalions and the Artillery Battalion utilized theSB-22/PT Switchboard stacked for a total of a 29 line capacity.

(d) Conwmnicationa Centers:

I The Brigade Rear CoLimnications Center at Camp Frenzell-Jones,
utilizes two each ANiMGC-17's Teletype Central Office dismoumtedý The
Com--Center terminated one FDX from II FFORCEV and one HDX to Brigade
FWD TOC.

SThe Brigade Comn-Center at FS3 Horseshoe Bend is a ANA4GC-34
dimounted. It terminated one HfX on line circuit to Brigade Rear CP and
one HDX on line circuit too C4AC.

. Messenger service was provided to units at Camp Frenzell-Jones, Bde
FWD and Bde Rear with a stop at O4AC twice daily.

(a) Radio Teletype: A CKAC Radio Teletype Team provides backup for
the O(AC-199th Inf Bde Teletype System.
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(f) Pwvers Main pc•er is provided by one 30 KW and one 45 KW

generator. Backup po-ver to eac esystem is provided by organic 5 and 10
KW generators.

(1) Durirg the reporting period, the 40th Public Information Det-

achment and attached personnel maintained a high level of information
coverage for the Brigade, During the quarter, the main area of interest
centered on co•otinued publication of the Brigade newspaper. In addition,
work vas completed on the anmral Brigade magasine. Projected distribution
dat6 is aroundi 15, Mny i%69, A spo*.al effort was alro made during the
quartrir to effect greater assistance to the battalion information special-
ists and provide bottter lUi&eorT between them eid the Information Office.
In addition to a thorouCh brietIng by the Information Officer and printed
guidance, the information specialists requested and received advice of a
more tc-.0inical naturo rtom all pormonnel In the Information Office. The
Informntion Office ",nttnuod to maintain its interest in the Army Hometown
Newt Release Program and showed a significant improvement in that area,
The Information Office continued to assist the press when possible. There
was a continued decrease in press visits due to a d6C•,1g, emphasis 6A
the war by the various agencies- The following in a breakdown of the 40th
Public Information Detachment information activities during the reportin-
period*

(a) News Releases - 53,

(b) Pictr-e Releases - 178&

(c) Hometown Newe Releases - 1 ,064.

(d) Hometown Picture Releases - 79,

(e) Fometown TV Film Clips - 1

(f) News Media Visits - 54.

J. t dgffJueAdvat

(1) During the reporting quarter, this coinand paid $1,494.27 in
personal property rlaims to U.S. military personnel. The breakdown is

w~miCLATMS AXOTJ1W PAID

February 9 $1,078.97

March 2 84.65

TOTALS 14 #1,49A.27

30

NK1



CONFIDENTIAL

(2) The breakdown of Nonj~udicial Pumish~nt iupoeed dusring the
reporting period is as follove:

2/3d 8 15 5 28

3/7th 12 17 29 58

"4/ 2th 11 22 7 40

5/12th 9 15 30 54

2/40th 11 18 9 38

7th Spt 6 18 19 43

HC 199th 1 9 7 17

87th Engr 0 5 5 10

D rrp, 17th Cav 2 12 6 .70

313th, Sig 2 4 5 11

75M i_,at_ ._. .

Bde TOTALS 62 135 24 321

(.3) Empap les is being Placed On '•"-t eomadgers to exercise thir

autho•rji+ UP Art 15, UCO(3; to uainta1n discipline vitbin their =and.
Special emp1asis must be given to the expeditious processing of charges
Invuolving pro-trial confinement. The breakdown of Courts4(artlal is

Generals~ None.

Specilsz M!X EDA A•t

V/d 2 0 2z 4

5/12ti 4, 0 37

2/40th 3 1 0 4

?th Spt 2 1 3 6
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87th Engr 0 0 1 1

l7th Cay 0 0 0 0

RHC, 199 0 0 2 2

75th Inf 0 0 0 0

TOTALS 15 3 20 33

S -miwys 2/3d 2 0 0 2

3/7th 0 0 0 0

4/12th 0 0 0 0

5/12th 0 0 0 0

2/4Oth 0 1 0 1

7th Spt 0 0 1 1

87t.h EW 0 0 0 0

17th Car 0 0 0 0

HHC, 199 0 0 0 0

75th Inf 0 0 0 0

1113tblr 1 Q IQ Q
TOTALS 2 1 i 4

(4) A coplet.e breakdovn of legal aea.3stace cases hLt•rdle during
the reporting poriod aro an follova,

Adoption and ohange of nae 1 0 1 2

Citizessmip 14 13 4 31

Civil Rights 0 0 0

Domestic Relations 9 17 19 45

Depositions 0 0 0 0
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Non-Support 0 1 0 1

Notarizations 0 0 0 0

Personal Finances debts 3 4 2 9

Personal Property 3 5 4 12

Power of Ittorney 12 12 12 36

Real Property 2 5 07

Taxation 1 4 3 8

Torts 0 0 0 0

an!• rd Estatvs 26 2 10

tj~g~ us .9 -52-12 -

TOTAWS 99 126 106 331

(1) During this period. four additional guard towers were installed in
the Old Hawk Site area in order to establish sufficient security in that
recently opened area. This addition resulted in a need for more Security
Guard5 and equipment for this added commitment 0  The need was promptly met
and security wae established in this sector of Camp Frenzell-Jonens

(2) During the post-TET Offensive of 23 February 1969, the use of
Scout Dogs wom initiated to enhance the security of the base camp with
emphasis being placed on critical arena such as amnunition dumps, helipads.
and Petroleum, 011, and Lubrication points. The dogs and their handlers
were •ffective and as a resait no enemy intrusion was recorded, resulting
in no injuries or damages.

(3) Anti-intrusion devices were also installed at this time. Three
seismograph machines were placed into operation at various points on the
perimeter. These devices record any vibration within a 30 yard radius and
proved to be a valuable aid in detecting foreign wovementso

(4) Two combined police Marijuana Raids were conducted during a

critical drug-abuse period in the Forward area. The raids rcsutltd in

the confiscation of 4J povnds of marijuana and a vast assortment of United
States Government property. The raids were also effective in discouraging
Off-Limito area violators, in that six United States personnel were appre-
hended in these areas during the searches.

(5) In conjuction with these ,raids, marijuana classes were organized

by this office and instruction periods were ,presented to unit commanders and
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troop leaders by Oriminal Investigators from the 8th Criminal Investigation
Group, Long Binh. The instruction centered around narcotic use, procurement,
identification, and recognition.

(6) A Staff Study was drawn up by this office for the purpose of
ostablishing an "Amnesty Day" within the 199th Infantry Brigade.- This
"Amnesty Day" would afford individuals a one-day chance to dispose of nar-
cotics and/or privately owned weapons without fear of any disciplinary action.
It was further stressed, however, that after "Amnesty Day", strict sur-
veillance and disciplinary reprisals would be taken against any offenders.

(7) Highway TL-iO, a greatly traveled thoroughfare, running from
Highway WL4 to the Korean Road, north of Fire Support Base Horseshoe Bend
was placed off-limits to all 199th vehicles, 3/4 ton and over, by this
office. Up to this time, this road had been a primary convoy route leading
from Saigon to FSB Stephanie, and because of its congestion and narrow
driving lanes, many traffic accidents resulting in injury, death and
serious damage wore regularly occurring along this roadway. The convoy
route was re-establithod from Tan Son Nhut Air Base directly down the
Korean Road to FSB Stephanie, roculting in a major reduction of-deTV,0
traffic accidento In the forward areas.

(8) A proposal waa submitted by this office to begin a changeover
within the Security Guard Platoon, The objective stressed in this change-
over would be to r.erasc 11B MOS personnel to their respective units and
replace them with qualified 95B MOS personnel. The suggestion was approved
and at this time, USARV is routing 95B MOS personnel to this Brigade for
assigned duty with the Security Guard Platoon. A Military Police Officer
in the re'-k of Captain was placed in charge of the Security Guard with his
additi�o�i duty as Pkysical Sccurlty Officer for the 114B.

(9) An aggressive shakedown policy was initiated at the Brigade
Civilian Labor Point in an effort to curb an increasing amount of Military

• .- Payment Certificateg and rationed items leaving this base camp. A police-
woman was procurred for a club girl shakedown at night, which proved very
successful. Also, very thorongh spot checks on Concessionaires uncovered
hundreds of dollars of rationed and Post Exchange items, which are sold
on the Black Market.

(10) A Kit Carson Scout was assigned for duty with the Headquarters
Platoon (Military Police) for use in the forward areas. He will assist
the Military Police in patrols, checkpoints, cordon and searches, and the
handling of PWs. He is also a valuable asset to the MPs during convoy
and escort duty through critical tactical areas.

(11) A Staff Study was initiated by this office for the purpose of
establishing controls over Vietnamese civilians either living or employed
at FSB Horseshoe Bond, the idea of establishing a civilian labor point
pass system in accordance with USARV Reg 190-20. A cordon operation was also
suggested, by this office, in order to round-up any Vietnamese personnel
not authorized in that area and to confiscate any government or other
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unauthorized property. The Staff Study was approved and a cordon was
executed within the Fishnet Compound. It resulted in the detention of two
draft dodgers and confiscation of a vast assortment of goverment
property.

Ie ChAplain Afrthie1.

(1) ",.he Chaplains of the 199th Infantry Brigade continue to conduct
more serv,.ces per week than the average of any other unit in II Field
Force•. The aveme•e number of services per week per Chaplain in USARV
was 6.5 for Feb, gar, and Apr 1969. The average number of services POT'
week per Chaplain for the 199th LIB was 10.2.

(2) The religious coverage for the 199th LIB includes the reports of
assigned Catholic and Protestant Chaplains0  Additional coverage is pro-
vided by Chaplains in the Long Binh and Saigon area. This includes Jewish
servicee and numerous Protestant denominational services. Whether in base
campa or in the field, brigade personnel have an opportunity to attend a
Protestant or Catholic service each week. Special emphasis was given to
religious coverage during the Easter Season. By coordination with Brigade
Av16 Aon, helicopters were made available to Chaplains. A total of 38
serqices were held on Easter Sunday. Each company size unit had Catholic
and Protestant services Easter Day. Memorial Services were held in each
unit sustaining losses of personnel as a result of combat. Counselling,
orientations, visits to hospitals and stockade facilities and active
participation in field exercises by unit Chaplains increased the rapport
b•toween the Chaplains and th' ir men. The Easter and Passover Season gave
great emphasis to the religi ,us progrnm. Each Chaplain participated in a
Su.rise Easter service and 'continued with religious services throuphout
the duy,, Military guests vere Chaplain (COL) Joseph Gefell and Chaplain
(LTC) John Logan both of I1 Field Forces.

(3) Stntietical reoprt for period 1 February - 30 Aprili

LTFE DANCE

Thumber of Services 584 13,488

Memorial Services 40 2,296

Orientations 12 1,742

Hospital 147 1,402

Counselling Cases 1,058

Letters to Churches 456

Letters of Condolence 59
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m. SurOeon Actiities.V

(1) The health of the commiand shows an average admission rate of
131/1000/annum ad a daily non-effectiveness in respect to sick days as
an average of 270 per month. These rates are considerably lower thanlast quarter. The primary decrease was noted in the decline of skin and
cellular tissue disease.

(2) The malaria rate has decreased sharply to an average of 8 cases
per month. This reflects the efforts of coimmnders to insure that their
personnel take the malaria tablets provided for their use.

(3) The incidence of diarrhea increased from an average 19/1000/annum
last quarter to 25/1000/annum this reporting period. To reduce the diarrhea
rate, more emphasis must be placed on improvement of sanitation conditions
in the field.

(4) During this quarter the venereal disease rate decreased from 191
cases per month to 104 cases per month. This decline can be attributed to
command emphasis on means of reducing the incidence of VX.D such as making
certain areas "off-limits" to troops, the use of V.Do lectures by the
Battalion Surgeons in the field and by making certain that mechanical
prophylactics (condoms) are made available through unit facilities.

(5) Skin and Cellular disease decreased from 247 cases per month
during the previous period to 126 cases per month for the present reporting
perled, The reduction of inundated areas during the dry season can be
directly ijaponsible for the decreased rate of skin disease.

(6) The hepatitis rate rtmained stable since the last quarterly
report. Thf, averFge number of cases reported remained at 4 cases per
month,

(7) Rodent control within the fire support bases and company areas
in the field continues to be a problem. A total of 56 bites were reported
this quarter. The bites consisted of 26 dog bites, 29 rat bites and one mon-
key bite°

(8) Imprcied mess facilities were constructed and were in the process
of being constructed at all the artillery fire support bases during this
quarter.

2. (C) Section 2. Lessons Le ned: Co2 ,taer' s Observations. EvIlu-
itions. and RecomMendgtIons.

a. XgAj

(1) Urintr'v testIin for chhorogitne in personnel eontrctint Mjara
oftlenhh:vs an absence of the dru=.
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(a) Observation: Troops in the field frequently wforget" or neglect

to take their wee Obv Chloroquine-Primaquine tablet. Some individuals havestomach cramps and/or diarrhea when taking the tablet. By random testing
of units for chloroquine residual, many units in Vietnam have reduced
their malaria rats, Individuals will take the tablet for fear of the

consequences of having a negative urine test.

(b) Evaluation: The use of the urinary chloroquine residual test has
helped reduce the incidence of malaria in field troops.

cj Raeomrduations'. Commsanders -AAtke use of the urine test for
chloroquine residual as a means to insure that their personnel are taking
the Chloroquine-Prlmaquine tablet.

(2) _ • gdAy• • _drin•s from 2dlers, vendore
~~~~ s in the meo ea

(a) Observation: Troops operating in the field have purchased food
and drinks from peddlers, vendors and camp followers. Some of these
peddlers are very ingenious and even use sampans to reach troops in
inuzointed arens. Since those Indifonious personnel are in many cases car-
riori of hopntitis and uoe non-potable ice or food, they are definite sources
of infections for US Troops. There is no necessity for purchase of those
itama as the food and water supply in more then adequate and a little self-
dicipline on the individuals involved is required, au anyone can survive
for •everal days without food and water and thus avoid the possibility of
contracting hepatitis.

(h) Evaluation: The purchase of food and drinks from peddlers, vendors
and catp followers is a real end potential hazard to US Personnel.

(c) Recommendation% That cc'moand emphasis be made to keep peddlers,
vendors and camp followers out of F3Bs and PBs and inform all US Fersonnel
of the hazard involved in purchasing food and drinks from the local economy.

Ci) ~g~~tio Saa~ Mssins jtilin2 UIH1 H21eliopters.

(a) Observation: A method of preventing defoliant spray from fogging
the windshield of the spray helicopter and causing dizziness and headaches
among the crew.

(b) Evaluationt During defoliation missions utilizing the UHI heli-
copter, fogging of the windshield and the pilots visors was a matter of
great concern. The crews also complained of dizziness and headaches after
about one hour of spray operation. A solution to the problem was found
by mnapping a porcho between the cockpit and the remaining cabin area.
The snaps provided on the aircraft immediately back of and overhead of
the pilot/co-pilot will accomodate the snaps of the poncho. This success-
fully prevented the sprey from entering the cockpit area.
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(c) Recommendation: That the use of a poncho suitable our-
tain be a requirement on all spray missions involving UHI aircraft.

(2) Ve Midh Frecuency (VHF) Operations.

(a) Observation: VHF communications are point-to-point in nature.

(b) Evaluations The AN/ARC-112, utilizing the ground plane antenna,
obtains weak radio signals when receiving transmissions from a source lo-
cated more than 20 miles away over flat terrain. Radio signals were much
stronger when the ground plane antenna was replaced by a directional an-
tenna. Use of the directional anteuna with the VHF system on all opera-
tions outside the 199th AO Me resultod in excellent communications.

(c) That the directional antenna with the VHF system be used on all
operations outside the 199th AO.

(a) Observation: Electrical wires from claymore mines are frequently
damagod by rodents.

(b) Evaluation: Recently a US ambush attempted to engage 3 VC with
a an emplaced claymore. The claymore would not detonate; consequently the

VC were engaged with small arms fire. Once the engagement was terminated,
the claymore was inspected to determine the reasons for the malfunction.
It was discovered that rats had chewed the claymore wires in half.

(c) Recommendations:

I That claymore wires be checked as often as the tactical situation will
permito

SThat the claymore wires be emplaced under water whenever possible.

SThat some type of rodent repellent be developed to deter wire
chewing by rate.

(4) Ronisce Prior c .ration..

(a) Observationt Cordon and Search Operations of large areas require
detailed reconnaissance prior to"initiating the operation.

(b) Evaluation: Elements of the 199th LIB and the 5th Ranger Group
(ARVN) during Operations STRANGLER I, cordoned an area consisting of eight

grid squares. A cordon force equivalent to four US Infantry Battalions
was employed to seal off the area of operation. Plans for the cordon were
developed within a limited time period and the selection of the initial
operating poeitions had to be made from map reconnaissance alone. During
the operation it was found that a large portion of the cordon area was
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uninhabited and contained a wealth or hiding places for the enevy. Amore comprehensive reconnaissance had been needed in order to effectively

position the operating elements. A greater effective coerage of the
area with a much reduced force could have resulted with a more intelligent
selection of positions for the operating elements.

(c) Recomnmendationsa

1 Areas targeted for Cordon and Search Operations be reconned by
air one to three weeks in advance of operation.

? Air photo missions be utilized to photograph numerous target
areas and filed so as to be available for reference when a particular
area ie selected.

SCordon and Search Operations not be planned strictly from map
recon.

(a) Observation: That when employing Light Fire Team in support of
a squad size or platoon size unit, the Light Fire Team should operate on
-the Internal radio frequency of the unit on the ground.

(b) Evaluationi When a Light Fire Team is employed in support of a
small unit on the ground (squad or platoon) the problem of what radio
frequency the LET should be on arises. Operating under the premise that
the ground element should control the LFT directly, the question arises
whether the L1' should be on the battalion frequency, or the LFT operate
on the company internal frequency. Both methods have been tried and both
work satisfactorily in controlling the LFP. However, when a unit in
contact is on the battalion frequency it tends to tie up the battalion
commnnd net completely, and ,interfere with other operations that may be
in progress. The bcst method is to have the LFT operate on the company
intern tl frequency and talk directly to the unit on the ground. Iftbere are units from more than one company in the area, the LFT should

remain on the battalion frequency until all elezents have been identi-
fied visually by the LFT and the LFf then goes to the frequency of the
unit in contact. Should the battalion need to contact the LFT directly
for employment elsewhere or to give other instructions, it can be
contacted on the company internal frequency.

(c) Recommendations That the LUT operate on the company in~ernal
frequency when small units are in contact. When elements of more than
o:, company are involved, the LU2T remains on the battalion net until
identification of all unite on the ground is established, and then goes
o the frequency of the unit in contact.

(6) E jorv AD.,1,2 t.I. ", tor,, 1 . CAputer•• FAD (_AC,
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(a) Obserations Constant operation of the FADAC for extended

periods of time causes overheating and results in the production of
incorrect data.

(b) Evaluation: The FADAC was giving wrong data on nuerous occasions
after long periods of continuous operation. It was determined by trial
and error that the machine was overheating if allowed to operate con-
tinuously for time periods over fovr hours in duration. The overheating
resulted in the production of incorrect data by the computer. When the
FADAC was allowed to cool down for 15 minutes after every four hours ef
continuous operation, the machine cooled off sufficiently and functioned
correctly.

(c) Recommendations Field Artillery Digital Automatic Computers that
are forced to operate continuously over extended time periods should be
shut down to allow the computer to cool off after each four hours of
operation. The cooling off Interval should be at least 15 minutes.

(a) Observation: Patrols are initiated on a daily basis from each
of the fire support bases.

(b) Evaluationg Patrols leaving and entering fire bases use frequently
traveled paths and dikea that lie adjacent to the fire bases. Soldiers
have triggered booby trap devices as close as 100 meters to the fire base.
Booby trap devices are being placed by the VC on frequently traveled dikes
and paths to catch the soldior who believes that these areas are free of
obstacles since they are so close to the fire base.

(c) Recommendation" That local security patrols be sent out daily,
at first light, to inspect the area around the protective wire and the
trails that lead to and from the fire base,

(8) c_2t~M*

(a) Observation: Excessive interference on the firing battery fire
direction frequency.

(b) Evaluation: Many operations are initiated outside of the Bde' s
AO which require displacement of the artillery firing batteries in order
to adequately support the ground troops. When the firing battery is co-
located with other US units operating on similar radio frequencies, there
is excessive radio interference and serious overriding which requires
continuous changing of ths battery's radio frequency in order to maintain
communication with the battery supporting and supported elements.

(c) Recommendation: That at least two alternate frequencies be pro-
vided to batteries that are displaced outside of their main area of Opera-
tion, in order to incroase their chances of beini abWe to have a frequency
that does not coinctde with friendly units in the ,Areat.
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(9 erbieide Overations. & -
(a) Observations Herbicide "white" was utilised to defoliate nips

palm growing in swampy areas along canals and streams.

(b) Evaluations Herbicide "white" was applied to nipa palm in varying
concentrations from I% to 100%. Differentiation between the defoliation
effect accomplished by the different concentrations of herbicide could
not be established. It appears that the herbicide "white* acts very slowly
on nips palm in its defoliation function. The defoliation of nipa palm
growing in swampy areas, with herbicide "white", is a slow process Areas
that 'were sprayed in the early morning jiist after daylight seemed to be
affected by the herbicide much more thnn areas sprayed in the afternoon.
Spraying operations are now being done in the morning. The heat of the
day allowed too much of the herbicide to evaporate before it could have
any effect on the nipa palm, Danger from enemy fire during hours of darkness
preclLos spraying herbicide in the evening or during the night.

(c) Recomaaendationt That herbicides be sprayed during the morning hours
for greater effect on nipa palm, Further recommend that a faster acting
herb~cide be procured for use on nipa palm.

(a) Observation: When trip flares burn, their high intensity light
makes tt difficult to see anything behind them. Observation is beat in
the arees in front of the flare and out to the sides.

(b) Evaluation: Stai-4rd methods of emplacinr trio flares call for the
wire to run out to the alde of the flare, parallel . the friendly position.
Someone tripping the flare nerely has to hack u. .Lie down, and detect-
ion is very difficult,

(c) Recommendation: Trip flarei be emplaced with the trip wire
running either diagonally toward the position or straight toward the
position and then parallel to it. (See Figure 1)

Figure 1. Ii0 =Fla res
• • • =Trip Wire

(11) ConsaruAction of -PanrnL&t Walla

(a) Observations Howitzer position valls built out of amunition
boxes often split and collapse under the shock caused by firing the hovitser.

(b) Evaluations The boxes crack on the inside wall =mless interlocked
and braced to disperse the shock.
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(a) Recommendations Parapet vails be built in a square formation for

maximum Interlocking strength and the inside be braced wite plywuod, PSP,
or separate boards.

(12) Firine Platform for 0101 Series oW d•.

(a) Observations When an artillery battery utilizing the I101 series,
105mn towed howitzer, airmobiles into an unimproved area, it often finds
that the condition of the ground is not suitable to support a weapons of
this type under sustained operations due to high moisture content of the
soilI

(b) Evaluation: During firing, the weapon will_ begin to settle through
the dried crust of the soil, and the wheels will become so mired that the
weapon will be forced out of lay or that, when a change in azimuth is requi-
red, the crew will be unable to shift trails. This condition greatly de-
creases the efficiency and reaction time of the firing battery.

(c) Recommendation: At least four pieces of perforated steel planking
should be attached to the trails of the weapon during airmobile operations
of this type to provide a firing platform immediately upon implacement of
the vweapon.

(a) Observations It is of primary importance to be able to place
the first element on the ground as soon as possible after completion of
the Artillery Preparation. This requires very close coordination between
the Arty Liaison Officer and the Airmobile Company. The length of the
preparation may vary with different units and various other factors. Thus
at best, onjly an estimation of total time for the preparation ban be given.
This Is not satisfactory in maintaining continuity of the operation.

(b) Evaluationi Countdowns to ".U roundri on ground and tubes clear"
have been used recently by the 4/12th Inf and the supporting fire units on
landing son,, preparations. By using this method, the Arty Liaison Officer
informs the fire units "4 minutes to all rounmds on the ground from now".
Time announced can be adjusted according to expected length of preparation.
The firing element then controls the remainder of the count down. Using

ore than one fire unit requires the 121 to designate the unit to continue
the count down. All other fire units will control their fires in accord-
ance with the countdown of the designated unit. The last rounds fired will
be at time of i,4ght of rounds in the countdown. This enables a volume of
fire to be sustained to the finalization of the preo.tration. The Airmobile
Company can lift ships on final approach to the LZ at the proper time, thus
enabling troops to be on the ground within a matter of seconds rather than
a substantial timn lapse existing.

(a) Recomendation: It is recommended that this method of firing of
LZ Preparations be adopted throughout the Brigade. It has been proven
effective with the infantry units and the Airmobile Companies that have bad
the opportunity to work with this system.
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(14) BrteAdePersonIel Ahould not talk to unccomw-ned preos.

(a) Observations Seemingly harmless statements to the various media
can and have had much wider and more harmful ramifications than imagined
at the time.

(b) Evaluation: It is not a new lesson to be learned. Other units
in Vietnam have had many chances to learn the lesson. The 199th is not
often guilty of this breach of good sense. But in late January, 1969,
the Brigade was involved in a contact in the area of "Parrot's Beak" of
the Vam Co Dong River. A reporter from one of the major wire serv ices
heard about it and, being famillar with the area, drove to a 199th fire
support base. Once there, he obtained entry and contacted the S-3 of the
battalion involved in the contact. Althouph there was no escort from the
Information Office, the battalion 3-3 talked freely of enemy troop
"strengths", unit designations, friendly strengths and on-going operations
in the area of contact. The problem was that the newsman was talking of
one thing and the staff officer wes sppret.ing in quite larrer terms. If
an Informatlon Office escort had been there, a clarification could have
been made. The Information Office iad maintained constant surveillance
of the contact. Information was updated hourly or as it became available
by the Brigade S-2 and S-3. Without. this clarification, however, the
newsman published the information he had received from the battal ion staff
officer. The figures cited ranged from being relatively accurate -to
approximately twice the size of the best available intelligence estimates.
The article was published by both wire services throughout the US. and
in two of Saigon'.s largest papers. The results were phone calls from the
Pentagon to MACV J-3 wanting to know why it had not been informed of large
enemy forces moving on Saigon. Subscquent queries were made to 14ACOI and
the (FLAC 10.

(c) Recommendation: All responsible individuals at all levels should
become familiar with Brigade Regulation 360-1. The guideline 191 Do not
talk to the press at anM time unless an Information Office representative
is present.

(15) c.tayaUab•_t

(a) Observation: The period of this report, which includes Easter - the
most important religious season of the Christian year, has been the most
productive for chaplains' activities during t.he fiscal year.

(b) Evaluation: A principal factor In the success of the Chaplains of
the 199th LIB has been the availability of helicopter transportation. With-
out such transportation it would have been impossible to reach so many men
with services.

(c) Recommendation: That the program of Holy week services and Easter
Services be duplicated next year. That a helicopter again be made available
for Chaplains next Easter.
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(1) ov Ia riil.

(a) Observation' Booby trap training in the brigade AO is being con-
ductod to acquaint individual soldiers with techniques of enemy employ-
ment, and methods of detection and destruction.

(b) Evaluation: Experience has shown that the response to instruction
is more favorable and stwlent participation more enthusiastic when instruct-
ion is oriented towards instilling conflience in being able to detejt and
neutralize enemy booby traps, rather t",q creating an atmosphere of fear,

(c) Recommendation. That instruction pertaining to enemy capabilities,
particularly employment of booby traps, be given in areas similar to those
encountered in the unit's AO, thereby onhancinf, the individual soldier's
confidence in his ability to accomplish his mission.

d. Inteliienc_2, None.

(W) Observations Sampans have been used by the Brigade units to move
supplies, equipment, and personnel,

(b) Evaluations The geographical location of the 199th OIB's present
AD hfi requirod the use of water transportation during many of its movements
of winplies. equirAnent and personnol. The brigade purchased a small
=LYb-jr of aampxn, for study and evaluation. The following observations
hive boon made,

I Sampans are extrem.3ly valuable for use in searchirg canal banks,
crmnInr amall cunal!!, bilint In~orti',•ut of APe along canal or men
stream3, fd resupply in areas ingcceasible to deep draught boats.

Sampans are not euitable for use in deep water or swift flowing
streams, and rivers unless they have a motor. Sampens are extremely vul-
nerable to small arms fire and are easily capsized if not handled correctly.

INew sampana are prone to leak.

(c) Recom•edationst

1 That sampans be used in searching canal banks, crossing mall
canals, silent. insertions of A),s along ceunaA and an streams, and re-
supply in areas Inaccessible to deep draught boats.

SThat motors anould be purchased for each sepan.
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I That now sampans &ould bet

& Painted % Pon-reflective color (green) to preserve the wood and
provide pome oamouflage.

b Checked to insure that all seams are prorperly caulked.

S Modified such that a protective floor is installed in the bottom

of each sampan to preveut damage from heavy equipment or rough treatment.

SSunk with rocks for 2-3 days to allow the seams to evenl and become
water-tight.

(2) _ 7- i 9k1DE of crtAA' MUM H ite-

(a) Observation: Stockpiling of certain Class V items was causing
shortages within. the Brigade which could be alleviated by proper control
and supervision.

(b) Evaluation: Recently this command has exceeded ite monthly AMH
on a recurring basis; a major ccntributing factor was the stockpiling of
Class V assets during the last three days of the ASR period. Institution
of proper control has euccessfdly elirdznted this problem.

(c) Recommendation: TVat units continue to draw ASM items from. the 3d
Ordnance Battalion g on an as needed basis, avoiding all attempts to
stockpile, since depleting on hand assets at 3d Ordnance BattallOn will only
increase the number of Class V items for the following month, and decrease
the Brigade's over-all allocation.

Sf. ZDI_2 - None

(a) Observation: The brigade conducted birning operations during the
period 8 March through 12 March 1969 in order to remove nipa palm from
strategic areas along canals and streams. Fifty-five gallon drums of gaso-
line were r 1 fted to the nips palm areas b- a CR47 helicopter. The
Wiividual -.- ponsible for engaging the loading sling with the helicopter

was frequently knocked down by an electrical shock.

(b) Evaluations The druas produced the dangerous shock only during
hook up of the sling with the aircraft. Only drums that had been heated up
by the sun produced the electrical shock. The drums produced no shock when
lifted early in the morning or late in the evening.

(c) Recommendationt Transportation of sling loaded drums of gasoline
by helicopter should take place early in the morning before the gasolineLO5
L COPN$fIDht'T1 -
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drums heat up, thereby ae1!minating the eloctrical shock and danger to
personnel.

1 Incl 1FREDFIC E. DD!VSON
Radio Relay Diagram Brigadier General, lISA

Commanding
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFBC-R•-H let Ind
SWJECT, Operational Report for •eadquarters, 199th Infantry Brigade

For Period -nding 30 April 1969, RCS OSFOR-65, UIC '4ThDAB

DL, HQ II FMORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 1 5 JUN 1969

TBRUi Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375

Commander-In-Chief, US Itmy Pacific, ATT1iC GPOP-DT, APO 96558

TO: assistant Chief of Staff for Foice Development, Department of the
Army, l!ashiington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewsed and concurs with the Operational Report -
Lcssons Learred of the 19)th Infantry Brigade for the period ending
30 April 1969, with the following exception. Reference paragraph 2b(6).
, onconcur. The TI"!, indicattor light blinks when the operating temperature
is not correct. Should any indication of overheating occur, the operator

* •1hould imnmedia~tely turn off the computer and attempt to determine the

cause. &nvironmental tests were conducted during service tests of the
equipment and overheating should not occur if the computer is functioning
properly. The mcst common cause of over'eating is dirty air filters.
These filters must be cleaned daily, or more often, in an extremely dusty
environnent.

FOR TIE CO1.l'- DERs

AssT AG

C7
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVH(C-DST (30 April 1969) 2d Ind
XJBJEXT: Operational Report for Headquarters, 199th Infantry Brigade for

Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65, UIC EFBDAB (U)

HFADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 1 5 JUL 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN. GPOP-DT
APO 96558

i. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters, 199th Infantry
Brigade.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (C) Reference item concerning "Purchase of locally prepared food and
drinks from peddlers, vendors and camp followers has caused a considerable
increase in the rate of hepatitus among US personnel," section II, page 37,
paragraph a(2); concur. It is the policy of this command that all indigenous
food products, including ice, destined for consumption by US forces be procured
only from approved sources. It is the responsibility of commanders at all
levels to publicize the dangers of indiscriminate purchase and consumption of
local food producto from non approved sources (USARV Reg 40-657). A USARV
command letter on this subject is being prepared which wll be given ,,A"I
distribution.

b. (U) Reference item concerning "Defoliation Spray Missions Utilizing
U'-Hl Helicopters," section IT, page 37, paragraph 2b(M); concur. This inform-
ation will be published in the weekly USARV Aviation Safety Summary. Care
must be exercised in secure.ly fastening the device to the helicopter, and in
nmaintaining visual clearance while flying a helicopter with this device.

c. (U) Reference item concerning "Electrical Circuits (Claymore)," sect-
ion II, page 38, paragraph b(3); concur with recommendations l and 3. Non-
concur with recommendation 2. Any break in the insulation of the firing wire
could cause the Claymore to malfunction upon attempted detonation. The
malfunction could be caused by water, an excellent conductor, creating a
short-to-grovnd. Further, lightning, or any other introduction of elect-
trical energy to the water, could cause the untimely detonation of the Claymore.
In general, the reliability of the mine is reduced by placing the firing wire
underwater.

d. (U) Reference item concerning "Herbicide Operations," section II,
pare 41, paragraph 2b(9); concur. Herbicide "Orange" has proved to be more
effective than "White" on Nipa Palm. The MACV Chemical section should be
contacted for assistance whenever large areas require defoliation.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

4DOD DIR 5200.10

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (30 April 1969)
SUBJECT: Operatiorul Report for Headquarters, 199th Infantry Brifade for

Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 UIC EYBDAB (U)

e. (U) Reference item concerning "Brigade Personnel should not talk to
unaccompanied press," section II, page 43, paragraph 2b(14); concur. One of
the fundamentals of public information is that media representatives are
escorted while in a unitb area.

f. (C) Reference item concerning "Static Electricity," section II,
page 45, paragraph 2g(l); nonconcur. The production of static electricity
is inherent to helicopter operation. The build-up of static electricity is
particularly severe when operating in a dry, dusty environment. The static
electricity produced by helicopters is particularly hazardous when sling load-
ing explosive loads (fuel and electricity sensitive ammunitions). TH 55-450-U-,
Helicopter External Loads Rigged with Air Delivery Equipment, dated June 1968,
and the Handbook on CH-47 (Chinook) prescribes procedures for neutralizing
static electricity during sling load hook-up operations. Two types of installed
static electricity dischargers for CH-47 aircraft are currently undergoing CONUS
tests to satisfy USARV ENSUREP request #265, initiated in October 1968.

FOR THM COMAWDER:

C. D. WILSON
1LT, AGC

Cy fturn; Assistant Adjutant General

199th Inf Bde
II FFV

C E
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CONFIDENTIAL

GPOP-DT (30 Apr 69) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 199th Infantry Brigade

for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 22 AUG 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters iLas evaluated subject report and forward-
ing indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COM.IMANDER IN CHIEF:

CPT, AGC
An AG
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