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SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this report applies

to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 723 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the tact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or convejing any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any w~y be related thereto.
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.1 CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310

IN AM.-LY EFCR TO

AGDA (M) (17 Oct 69) FOR OT UT 693172 28 October 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 307th Aviation

Battalion, Period Ending 31 July 1969 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

KNNETH G. WICKIO.i
I Incl Major General, USA
as The Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION: " 1 ?"
Commanding General s

US Continental Army Command
US Army Combat Developments Command

Commandants NOV is
US Army War College

US Army Command and General Staff College . .

US Army Adjutant General School
US Army Air Defense School ".
US Army Armor School

US Army Aviation School

US Army Combat Surveillance School
US Army Electronic Warfare School

US Army Engineer School

US Army Field Artillery School Regraded unclassified When separated
US Army Infantry School from classified inclosure.
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DISTRIBUTION (Cont'd)
US Army Intelligence School
US Army Missile and Munitions School
US Army Ordnance School
US Army Signal School
US Army Southeastern Signal School
US Army Special Warfare School
US Army Transportation School

Copies furnished:
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army
Deputy Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Research and Development
Assistant Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Engineers
OSD(SA) Assistant for Southeast Asia Forces
Director, Defense Research'and Engineering
Office, Joint Chiefs of Staff
Commanding Generals

US Army Materiel Command
US Army Flight Training Center

Deputy Chief of Staff, Air Force, Plans & Operations
Commandant of the Marine Corps
Senior Army Representative, Marine Corps Development & Education Command
Defense Documentation Center
Security Officer, Hudson Institute
Commanding Officers

US Army Limited War Laboratory
US Army Logistics, Doctrine SystemG & Readiness Agency
US Army Aviation Test Activity
US Army Mobility Equipment Research & Development Center
307th Aviation Battalion

2

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

&HAUQUAk±LI , 3071H AYIAOS BAITALION (C 1)
AFO San Francisco 962!5

AVBAbN-PC u'ust 1 ,9

IFJECI: Opurational Rcport of the 307th Aviation B.tt - (Combat)
fo- Priod indizp 31 July 1969, RC5, CSFOF-6f ) (U)

1. (C) SEMCION I OPERA2IIN5: SIGNIFICANT ACTIVI 1LMS:

a. (C) MfoSION: There has buen no change in t.hQ tatlioa ,dsii.n
sinc, thc last rporting period.

b. (U) ORGANIZA1IONd Tho.r has bcn no chang a - battalion
orgaiation sinc,. the lasL reporting period. (See Crl a-tiion and S.-tion
Chnrt, Incl 02

c. (C) COMAD GROUP PE1SG44L:

(1) (U) The battalion had nearly a 100 jrc turnover rate

in the principal staff and cozaaand positions.

(2) (C) Composition of the Battalion Commar roup:

PoS.~I~TI RAX~ bRDMCH NAmq~SSi A.D LEA~i&

Comiander LIC TC William H. Culton 30 : 69 N/A

Couwaandir LTC INF Billy E. Rutherford 2 ar, 69 29 Jun 69

hxec Off XAJ IC Karl A. Bruer 27 ' v 69 N/A

Exec "ff MAJ DIF Rex E. Saindon 18 lar 69 26 May 69

51 CPT INF Jerry L. Black 24 Jun 69 il/A

S1 MAJ FA Jamas 0. Starkey 28 Oct 68 23 Jun 69

S2 CPII ADA *Jadhs H.Kurilkw 23 Apr 69 N/A

S3 hAJ SC Howard D. Durka 15 Mar 69 N/A

S4 MAJ ADA Thomas R. Chapman 27 may 69 N/A

34 MAJ TO K A. Brtacr 18 Jan 69 26 !,ay 69

#COR or".'r CONFIDENTIAL BmWA A 3 ,U U s,
413/72 WMCMM AM It UMM
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVBt.N-PC 14 "lugwu:t 196
SUBJLCT: Operational Report of the 307th Avi-.tion Battalion (Combat)

for Period inding 31 July 1969, RCS, CSFOR-65 (RI) (')

(3) (C) Subordinat. Unit Commander Chpnges:

(a) All of the major subordinate unit commanders changcd
during the reporting period,

(b) Composition of the raaJor subordirate coi,, ndor.:

LIT RAINK BRACIU NAMESSAN COI.WANDED FFPjC, !,

HHC CPT ADA Jzimes R. 14irphy 15 Jul 69

HC CPT INF James C. Wilson 20 Jan 69 it .Till 69

199th Avn Co MAJ I,:7 Pbert A. Fing 4 May 6) N/A

199th Pvn Co MJ EE ,ary L. Klinc Jan 69 3 May 69

235th hvn Co MAJ INF Dewitt T. ,orroe 6 Jul 69 N/A

235th rvn Co MAJ INF !a A. Teague 26 Jan 69 5 Jul 69

244th vn Co MAJ SC ililton D. Brooks 30 Jul 69 N/A

244th Avn Co kAJ SC Jor C.Mills 30 Jun 69 29 Jul 69

244th Avn Go IMA ADA Ead T orton 14 Jan 69 29 Jun 69

271st Avn Oo MAJ IIF 'Ililliam Jo Hennigan 6 Jul 69 N/A

271st Avn Co 14AJ ADA John J. !..right 5 Fcb 69 5 Jul 69

(c) Subordinate unit executive officer turn-ovrs are as
follows: In the 199th Avn Co (Util .Airplane) C?' Marshall J. Hourh Jr., FA,
in.Was replaced by CFT Robert L. Johnston, AR, .:. 14
Jun 69. Ir, the 44th Avn Co (Surv Airplane) CPI Gary R. Watsoi, IF,0
4 replaced ,&AJ William A. Jugel, SCb on 30 Jul 69,

ONEID ENTIAL.
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.' CONFIODENTIAL

AVBAE-PC 14 August 1969

SUBJjdT: Operational Report of the 307th Aviation Battalion (Combat)
for Period Ending 31 july 1969, RcS, CSFoR-65 (RI) (W)

d. (C) NIT STRENGTH AS OF'31 J= 1969:

SUBORDINATE OFFICER WO EM TOTAL
UNIIT AUTH O A/H AfIf 0& APIH O/H Af H O/H

1-.9th Avn Co 32 2'7 2 3 89 80 123 110
235th Avn Co 17 1 39 34 198 205 254 257
244th Avn Co 19 21 22 2 290 287 331 310
271st Avn Co 15 16, 26 22 227 208 268 246
?Sth FA Det 0 1 1 0 8 6 9 7
774th Med Det 1 1 0 0 7 10 8 11
13th Scty Plt 1 4 0 0 106 76 107 80HHO 1o7. h .yn a _jj_.-?... 6 .8 6 108 ) .. _

307th 4vn Bn (Cbt) 104 105 93 67 1011 943 1208 1115

e. (C) CIVILAN:

SUBORDINATE VN TECH REP
UNIT AU-H O/H AUH O/H-

199th Avn Co 4 4
235th Avn Ca 4 4 0 1
24th Avn Co 2 1 0 2
271at Avn C c 0 2
774th Maed Det 1 0
HHC 30th Avn X 4 ,

307th Avn Bn (Cbt) 15 13 0 5

f. (u) AWAR.DS PREI TM 1 MY TO 31 01I 1262:

199h 5th 244th 27st W. G 307th

Silver Star 1 2 3
DFC 1 4 1 2 8
Bronze Star 6 14 . 2 a 12 42
ARCOM 4 33 5 29 9
Air Medal 13 19 10 95 16 155Purple Heart 5. 3 1 10

CONFIDENTIAL
3-



CQE IDENTIAL
AVBABK-PC 14 August 1969
SUBJCI: Operational Report of the 307th Aviation Battalion (Combat)

for Period Lndihg 31 July 1969, RCS, CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

g. (G) AIRCRAFT STATUS PB.Sr.NTLD 1 MAY 31 JULY 1;69:

SUBORDINATE UH-1 CH-47 AH-1G 0-1 Ov-1 u-6 OH-F

UNIT AU H OL AvtH 0/H AUIH -~ U H /H M.9H /H AU1H 0/H AIH

199th itvn 24 25 0 1
235tb jtvn . 3 3 21 19
244th Avn C: 8 1 0 I
271a-- Avn f'o 15 2

0 __ _

307th Avn Bn 3 4 16 15 21 19 24 25 18 17 0 2 5;

h. (U) R & R AIMCATO S: I MAY TO 31 JULY 1969:

CITY MAY JUNE JUIZ

Hawai. 24 22 21
Bangkok 13 0i 11

!In 3 3 1
Tokyo 5 5 5
Hong Kong 11 10 10
Penang 0 0 1
Taipeii 9 8 6
Fingapore 5 5 5
6ydney 17 14 15
Kul..a Irn.ur 3 4 0

Totals 90 82 78
i. (C) OPERATIONAL SUPPORT AND EVENTS:

(I) (C) VC incidents in the Can Tho Army Airfield -Binh Thuy
Air Dase Complex remained at a very low rate throughout the reporting
period. One item of significance was the shelling of BTAB and CTOAAF by a 75m
ro6pi .lxts rifAM ueed in an indirtct fire rolo. The 75=u recoillcss rifle
that was used to shell Binh Thuy Air Base was found to be the same weapoui
that shelled Can Tho Army Airfield. Agents continued to report VC threaLs
of mortar and indirect fire attacks on Cah Tho Arit Airfield;,Binh Thuy
Air Base, IV Corys Amno Dump and Can Tho City on a daily basis, however,
the ground missions conducted by the ARVN and many VR missions in this area
disrupted the enemy' s plans. Can Tho Fire Fly is composed of three (3)
AH-IG's and one (i) UH-1 equipped as a flare ship. One (1) -H-lG Zirclos
over the Can Tho Army Airfield in a black-out configuration during the hours
of tarkness while the other ships are on a two (2) minute alert status o%
the ground. The Fire Fly operation is probably the greatest single factor
which disrupts the enemy, s intentions of shelling or attacking this area.

CONFIDENTIAL
4



CONFIDENTIAL
AVBAEN-PC 14 August 1969
SbJECT: Operational Report of the 307th Aviation Battalion (Combat)
During the month of July the VC increased the sapper terrorist activity in

Can Tho City. Ihe main targets of this terrorism seemed to be the areas
most visited by US and ARVN troops. Can Xho City was put en restricted i
travel during 5 to 15 July by the US units in the area. l ight(8) incidents

F of terrorism occurred in Can Iho City and only one (1) US was wounded. One

significant move by a VC Battalion occurred during July. VC Ta Do 2 Local
Force Battalion was located in VC Base area 480 near WR3762 for approximatelY
two months. his VC Battalion moved to an area approximately twenty-seven J

," (27) mailes west of Can Iho Army Airfield@ Other VC units operating in this

area are the lay Do 1 LF Bn, 301st iF Engineer Bn, 962nd Aain Force Bn, aTnd
-n element of the U-Men 10 IF Bn. These VC Battalions have split up into
squad size units and are avoiding contact with ARVN and US operations. Agent
reports still reflect reconnaissance of BlAB9 Can The !,.n AiirI1d, and the
Ahuno Damp are being made on a daily basis to gather iifoiiuation to fvrml]te-
attacks in these areas in the-near future. Reports were also receLved that
the VC were firing B-40 grenades at aircraft. On 30 July an AH-1G, while
performing a gunship strike, was hit with a B-40 grenade while flying at 400
feet at 120 knots. The aircraft caught fire in flight, however the pilot
landed the aircraft. The aircraft burned and both crew members suffered
slight injuries. VC actions in the future are expected to exhibit more~~attacks by fire with fewer harassing actions and small scale but sharp sr
against weak targets.

(2) (C) Airfield Security:

menh Since the last reporting period, many improvements have been
made on the airfield perimeter. Several coenand bunkers were added to the
existing bunker complex. With these bunkers wired directly to the Airfield
IOC, a greater amount of control could be realized during any crisis that ma7
arise. Additional perimeter flood lights are under contract tm be installed
with a completion date expected in the very near future. These additional
lights will provide a greater night security capability. A survey ,aas co n-
pleted on the use of sentry dogs for the airfield and revetments. The
results of the survey indicated that sentry dogs could be effectively util-
ized at Can Tho Army Airfield and that when the man/dog teams became avail-
able, they would be assigned to the battalion. The deterrent ability of the
perimeter might be measured in view of the fact that almost daily sapper
attacks were predicted against Can Tho Army Airfield and none took place,
even though several significant sapper attacks did take place in Can Iho Cit;
AH-1G aircraft continue to provide an airborne night security and a deterrent
against enemy indirect fire capabilities directed at Can Tho Army Airfield.

(3) (C) The battalions offensive operation, Phantom III, continued
to obtain significant results of enenV killed and strnbtur,.s and campans dcs.
tryed. Significant to note is the fact that a large number of :Ioi Chan' Is

CONFI DENTIAL
.I

a:



77 !., I

CONFIDENTIAL
2gV 3AM-PC 14 August 1 l69
SbBJECI: Operational Report of the 307th Aviation Battalion (Combat)

for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS, CSFOR-65 (RI) (ti)

are listing their fear ef the "Cobra" air strikes as one of their main
reasons for surrendering. Phantom III results for period 1 Mav to 31
July are as follows:

KBA WBA S1Rt WUS SAIPANS
DAYS SIRIS CCNFAiST WLST DST/DA. MSI DAM SECONDARIES

89 293 69 /38 168/0 3206 / 1210 774/ 270 292

(4) (U) 19,166 hours were flown during this reporting period.
Iwo (2) AI--1G aircraft and one (1) CV-1 aircraft were lost to combat damage

but there were no fatalities involved,

Safety Statistics I My 1969 To 31 gul" 1969:

FORCED PRECATIONARY
UNIT DINdG LANDING INCIDENTS ACCINWTS ACCIDEIT RATE

I99th Avn Co 0 :2 0 3 44.3
235th Avn Co 2 12 0 1 21.4
?44th Avn Co 1 12 4 3 99.4

271st Avn Co 2 2 0 3 63.7

307th Avn Bn 5 28 4 10 52.2

(5) (C) During the reporting period, the 199th Avn Co (Utility
Airplane) previded the primary means of visual reconnaissance and aerial
observation for all provinces in the 7th (ARVN) Division, 9th (ARVN) Divi-
sion and 44th Special Tactical Zone areas of operation. Tw aircraft vere
assigned to each province in the 44th SIZ and were responsible for interior
observation as well as their provinces portion of the Cambodian-Vietnamese
border. Recently, a Border Control Center Region II was founded in the
northern portion of Kien Phong and Kien luong Provinces. 1his area rzquires
three (3) aircraft to provide continuous daylight border surveillance and,
therefore leaves only one(1) aircraft in r irect support of the provinces in
the 44th STZ. An additional mission of the 199th -,vn Co is providing night
security for Vinh Long iirnW Airfield. ihi. mission consists of night flights
to provide illumination on request of the 200 and to engage or direct strikes
against targets threatening the airfield.

(6) (C) The 235th Avn Co (Attack Hel) continued to provide fire
support throughout the IV Corps Tactical Zone. Analysis of operations for
this period versus last period indicate that more significant results are
being obtained from individual missions. Nearly 1600 fewer sorties were
flown this period producing 41 more confirmed KBA, an additional 1100 struc-
tures and 209 more sampans destroyed than in the same time during the last

rtportiog reriod, ONFDENTIAJ
-6-



CONFIDENTIAL
AVBAPW-PC 14 August !969
SUBJECI: Optrational Report of the 307th Aviation Battalion (Combat)

for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS, CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

(7) (U) The 24th Avn Co (Surv %irplane) provided side ilooking
airborne radar (SLAR) and infra red (IR) a0verage nightly for the IV Corps
lactical Zone. Intelligence information received from surveillance efforts
was disseminated by telephone and teletype to the using agency and was sent
airectly to the sectors involved via aircraft radio, Visual photographic
rdssions were flown daily on a pre. lanned reconnaissance and inmediate
request basis. There were a total of 14 special missions floi:'n for the US
Jir Force, Navy, and Special Forces.

(8) (U) The 271st -ivn Co (Aslt Spt Hel) continued to perform the
mission of prime mver of troops, ammunition and supplies on both a routine
and emergency schedule to areas throughout the IV Corps lactical Zone where
Iarger fixed wing aircraft could not operate. Reassignment of six (6) OF-6A
aircraft to units having a critical shortage has resulted in the IV Corps
I nD bi i;tmont being reduced to two (2) eaissions each day.

2. (C) SMCION II LESSONS IEARWD: CO"ANDERS OBSERS TICNS,r,_AUAfIOS,
REC0iuNUA1IQN6 AN D COi-. SAND AC'IION -

a. () PZRSONNEL: None

b. (U) OPLRA 1IUS: None

c. (U) IRAINING: None

d. (U) INL.LLIGCE: None

e. () WGISIICS: None

f. (b) ORGANIZAIION: None

o t (1) (U) Observation. Nearly all aviators who have recently

completed flight school and/or subsequent transition courses are rcporting
to this unit with an inconlete flight record file.

(2) (U) L.valuation. It has been found that aviators are des-
troying the second, third, and fourth copies of D', Form 759 due to a lack
of knowledge of the distribution requi.reitients for 'hem. The greattst pro-
blem seems to occur with the new )A Form 759 (MYCH) q hich is currently
prepared at Ft Wlters, Ft Rucker, and Ft Stewart. During the annual audit
of flight records, it was necessary to Xerox copy two hundred and fifty (25Cil
individual DA Form 759's for proper distribution.

CONFI DENTIAL
-7-



+: CION FI DENTIA L

AVBABN-PC 14 AugUst 1969
SUB&CI: Operational Report of the 307th Aviation Battalion (Combat)

for Period Ending 31 July 1969p EGS, G8M-65 (RI) (U)

(3) (U) Reo=wdation. It I recommended that the proper
Paintenance of the iMivuidal flight record file be stressed to all avia-
tors and student pilots through clasarom instruction in flight school and/
or transition couxrses.

(4) (M Ooraan4 Action. A letter has been submitted through
channels requesting that neoes"ary action be taken to alleviate this situa-
tion.

2 Incl WIIAJM H. CULTON
as LTO, TC

eCmnding

CONF IDENTIAL ,"
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AVBACE-C (14 Aug 69) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 307th Aviation Battalion (Ct) I-or fluri,'!

Ending 31 July 1969, CSFOR-65 (RI)

DA, IIQ, 164th AVIATION GROUP (cbTr), A11O 96215, 29 August 1969

T6 TC: SEC )ISTI.ItMIGN

This Hwidquiirters har. evalua1-ted :sutjcct report arid cnncurs; with ic

ation, bection 1'.. paragraph 20(), pa4ne 8.

JACK m. TUm!i..
Colonel,, lni*..:;*ry
Commandi ng

1 TRIldfIO N:
2-DA, A~ITN: ikC.'Fu
1-CG, 1st Avn Ed%;, ATTN: AVEAGC-O



A ~ ~~AnQ- (14 Auc 69) 2d Lid it.0±.(bt

DA, HkDZU,''2TS, 1ST AVIATIl-, 2IIGXINM, I IP0 963~A 5 SEP 1969
jMlU s ComvzndinG General, United Statess Axi:r Vict1arn, .'' .

Ai.PO 96375
Corn 'nder-in-Chiof, United SLates Arnq Pacific, 2C:CiPC2
APO 96558

TOs Asnictant Chief of Staff for Force Develonwicnt, Iun.aL:,c A of ~
Arriy V.asliin,:tong D.C. 20310

Thi1-s headquarter s "-3 vewed oubjoct re )ort L.nd onicy'iu i t~ic.;e
as indorsed,

MOR TIE CUI1A2UDM:

ARTHU

Ant
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AVHGC-DST (14 Aug 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 307th Aviation Battalion (Combat) for

Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS, CSFOR-65 (RI) (U) 2 0 SEP 1969

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco
96375

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters 307th
Aviation Battalion (Combat).

2. Reference item concerning "REPORTS", section II, page 7,
paragraph Zg; concur. Correspondence will be forwarded to DA, ACSFOR,
concerning problem areas related to DA Forms 759 and 759-1. Further
action is required by USARPAC and DA.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

'LSON
I LT, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General

Cy furn:
307th Avn Bn
lst Avn Bde

}I
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GPOP-DT (14 Aug 69) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 307th Aviation Battalion (Cbt) for

Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

HQ1 US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 4 OCt 119

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, Washington, D. C. 20310 i
This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

Ii

Asst AG

12
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DOUE4 CONTRO DAT -R &)

HtQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washir~gton, D.C. 20G310 CONFIDENTIAL

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, HQ, 307th Aviation Battalion

4 OESCF41PTIVE NOTtI (Ty'pe .1 wper andinwtuIrse es.)

Expecriences of unit engaLged in counter insurgency operations, 1 May 69 to 31 July 69.S AU T MU 01 ( (FIFOI Iae INN e 014110 d11418. 1000 000)

CO, 307th Aviation Battalion

4 Augus A t 19616a TOT AL NO OF PACEII j NO OF REFS

SCONTRACT on GRANT 040 * . O"IGINATOW*S REPORT NUMOCR($8

C.Otc N/A 9. OTHER REPORTY MCI5) (ArW o~m IA#oe wts,. be oseldo

d.

10 VISY&4ISUTION STATEMENT

11 SUPPLIMENKTAMY NOTES Ia. SPONSONSNG MILITARY ACTIVITY3

JOACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310
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