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CONFIDENTIAL

WGAR-C ) 4 Aungust 1969
SU3JRCTs Operational Report 'f 5th Battalion, 424 Artillery for Period

Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (17)

1. {(C) Section I, Opsrations: Significent isctivitics:

a. Personnels

(1) The 5th Battalion, 424 irtillery remained assigned to the 54th
artillery Group, 4APO 96491, with the mission of Gencral Support, II Field
Porce Vietnam. During the reporting period, batteries of the battalion
supported the 9th Infantry Division Artillery in a Gencral Suppnrt Reinforcing
role; C/1/21 irtillery, lst Air Cavalry Division Artillery, in a Gereral
Support Reinfercing roles and II Field Force Victnam in a Gencrali Support
ryle with priority of fires t~ thc 5th Specirl Forces Group.

(2) Base camp locatinn of the battalion rcmains vicinitv YT 174073
(3earcat).

(3) Command Changess

(1) On 19 May 1969, Francis A. Clements, CPT, T.., assumed command
~f Battery B from William H. Kale, CPT, FA.

(4) Mormal 31 activitios were conducted during the reporting peried.

(5) Pers-nnel strength of the command as of 31 July 1969:

tl\UTH .’..SG'D
UNIT OFF W0  Ef OFF M0 B
Hq Btry 17 3 113 14 1 119
. Btry 6 0 119 6 0 120
3 Btry 6 0 119 6 0 109
C Btry 6 0 119 6 n 119
3ve Btry 2 ] 8 2 2 -2
IS b1 6 555 34 4 559
(6) Critical MOS shortagess
1103 GR.D% IR i . WS GR'DE IR
13410 E=4 20 63C40 -5 2
1 S 26 21 94B40 E-7 2

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGAR-C 4 August 1969
SUBJECT: Operntional Report of 5th Batt-linsn, 424 irtillery for Per-od
Ending 31 July 1989, RCS CSFOR-65 (U)

(7) Pers~nncl chang:s during this quartcr included:

GAINS: OFF 0 ™ LOS3ES: OFF W0  EM
7 n 128 1 0o 138

(8) Casualties:

T7 PR NUMBER
Killed in action N
WHunded in Actinn 1l
Missing in Action 0
Non=-battle Dead . 0
Hon-battle Casualties 42

(9) Pertinent medical services statistice includeds

™ D NUMBER
Total Paticnt Visits AS5%
idmitted t» Hospital 11
Evacuated 2
Return to Duty 10
Malaria Cases 0

(10) Awards and decorations prosented to membors of this commands

TVIE NUMRE:
Bronze Star w/V Devico 4
Br-nze Star 26
Lir Medal 9
Purmle Heart 1
Army Commendation Medal w/V Device 4

army Commendation Medal 86

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVG'RC ‘ 4 August 1969
SJICT: Onratisnal Rer rt £ Hth batedlin, 42d artillery for doericd
Mding 51 July 1969, #C3 CTOR-65 (U)

(11) Judicial and Mon-Jualicial sctiona:

LT ART 15 oo S oM oM
Hq 3trv 17 1 3 ]
o 1 0 ) o
RIS o 11 ) ] a
¢ iry 0 J o
Sve d ry 4 0 o f
T0¥%, 13 AN ] 0 ul
(12) Recuortable Ageldents:
IR VEHICLS AIRCRAWT TERQITTEL
Hq Wtry 0 ¢ G
A try 1 n 1
2 Stry 2 n 1
C “try ) n n
Sve dtry 2 - 14
TOTRL 3 L) 1 2
(13) R« R:
(a) Out-nf~Country:
10C5TION My TR JULY
Lstralia 8 10 7
ook 5 6 4
Hawaii 8 12 9
Tione ¥ong 4 5 7
Muinila 1 2 1
Singap e 2 3 3
Taipai 3 3 5
Takyn 1 =1 1
7073 32 42 37
(b) In-Country (Vung Tau):
QF*% 1 1 1
1 6 3 ¢
TOTALS 7 7 7
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVG.R-C 4 August 1969
SU3JECT: Opr-r~ti~nal Rerort ~f Sth Battalian, 427 Artillery for rerind
indinz 31 July 1'.6J, RC5 CFOI-65 (U)
(14) Commander's Notes: None.

b. Opcrati-ns:

(1) Deployment of thc battalion and missions executed from the
hoerinning of the revorting period.

() Headqunrters and Headquarters Battcry: Located at hase camp
(3carcat) thrruzh~ut the reporting perind with mission of battalion support.

(v) Scrvice Battcrys Located 1t base camp (Bearcat) throuch-ut
the reworting p riod with mission of battalion supiport.

(¢) A Battcry:

Inclusive Dates Location Mission
* 1 May = 7 June YT 174003 (Bearcat) GS IIFFV
* 1 May - 10 June YT 096093 (WSB Megan) GS IITFV
** & June -~ 10 June YT 096093 (FSB Megan) 63 ITFSV
**% 8 Junc - 31 July XS 477984 (FSB Tra Cu) GS FIV i/F
5t1 G
#% 10 June - 22 Jun2 YT 489354 (L2 Rock) 6% i/1/21 nrty
** 22 Junc - 31 July YT 096093 (F3B Menn) 63 FIV I/F
W

‘% 3 Hrwitzers
*#* 4 Howitzers

. *¥** 2 Howitzers

(d) B Battery:

Inclusive Dates Lrcation Missisn

1 May - 31 July XS 826716 (Can Giouc) GSR Oth Inf
Div Arty

* 28 July - 31 July XS 654620 (FS3 Steiner) GS 9th Inf
Div Arty

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL \

LVGAR-C : 4 August 1969
SUBJECT: Operati~nal Report of Sth Battalion, 424 Artillery for Poriod
Ending 31 July 1969, KCS CSFOk-65 (U)

(e) C Battery
Inclusive Dates Location Mission
1My - B July XS 547702 (Thu Thua) GSR 9th Inf

Div Airty

(2) A Batt Activitioss At the beginning »f th> reporting poriod,
\ Dattery (throo howitzers) was lncatod vieinity YT 174003 (Bearcat) with
the mission of GS IIFFV and A Battory Platoon (threc howitz:rs) was located
vicinity YT 096093 (FSB Mogan) with mission of Gencrnl Support II Ficld
Forcce On 6 June 1969, one howitzer was moved from RBearcat to FSB Megan,
increasing the howitzers in that location ¢t~ four. On 8 Junc 1969, a plato-n
°f two howitzers was road marchel to Cu Chi and furthor airlifted (12 sortics)
to> Tra Cu with an assigned mission of Genecral Support II FWV with pricrity
of fircs t~ the 5th Spocial Forces Group. On 10 Junc 1969, (ninuss (four
h~witzers) rnad marched tn vicinity YT 409354 (LZ Rock) with assigncd misaion
nf Gencral Support Reinf-rcinz C Battery, lst Battalion, 2lst Artillery.
On 22 June, & Battery (minmus) returncd t~ FSB Megan with mission of Gener-l
Support II Field Force. While at LZ Rock A Battory (minus) was resupplied
1aily by airlift with a trtal of 26 sorties. The platoon at Tra Cu had
been resupplied by air with a total of 234 s~rties by thc end of the reporting
perind. From the last reporting period to 25 May 1969, A Bettery furnishcd
an 0 Party to the 36th WN Ranger Battalion and from 25 May 1969 to
28 June 1969 an FO Party .o the 6th RVN Marines.-

(3) B Battery .Activitiess B Battery was located vicinity XS
826716 (Can Ginuc) auring tho entire reporting perind with the mission of
General Support Reinforecing the 9th Infantry Division iLrtillery. On 28 July
1969, a platoon of 3 Howitzers was road marched to viocinity ~f XS 654620
(7S3 Steiner) with assignod mission of General Support Reinf-rcing the 5th
Infantry Division Artillery. B Battery furnished nn FO Party to 16th RVN
Division during the period 3 June 1769 to 21 June 1969 and an FO Party to
thc 6th RVN Marines during the period 28 June %0 31 July 196¢. On 18 and
1. May 1969 thc battery received and passed the semi-mnmual Combat Rendiness
“valuation conducted by the 54th Artillery Group.

(4) C Bnttery Activitiess C Battery was located vicinity XS 547702
(Thu Thua) during the entire reporting perisd with thc mission of Gencral
Support Reinforcing the 9th Infantry Division Artillery. Om 18 and )¢ Junc
19A9, the battery received and passed the semi-nnnual C-mbat Raa liness Eval-
uation conducted by the 54th Artillery Group. During the period 27 Junc 1)70
to 5 July 1967, C DBattery furnished an PO Party t- lst Battalion, 48th Ju-
fantry, 18th ARVN Division.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGAR-C 4 August 1969
SURJICT:  Opcrati~nal Rennrt ~f 5th Battali~n, 424 Artill ry f-r inri-4d
Endin - 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (T)

(5) Headquartcrs and Headquarters 3attery and 3ervice Battery
iactiviticss Both batteries wers lacated at th: bas: canp (Bearcat) for the
entire rororting period. Their missin continues to be that ~f battalion
and firing battery support and defensc of the base camp.

(6) Ammunition Exrended and Missions Fired:

TNIT MISSIONS ROTIT"
3 Batte 3,545 18,982
3 Wattory 367 7,411
C 3attery 1,041 21,682
073 4,953 48,075

¢. Training:

(1) Mandatory training was conducted in th: followinr subjects:
Chr.ctcr Guidance, Chmmand Inforrmation, Clandestine Surveillance, Code
~f C-nduct, Ri-t C-ntr-l, Helicovter L~2d rrevparation, Counter Sapner and
CCH33IC trainina.

(2) 1Integrated traininr was c-nductcd in the followins subjects:
Materisl Readiness and thysical Security.

(3) 4ll batteries are continuing on=the-3jub training =ndi cross
triininz.

(4) During the perind 2 = § May 1969, thec runnor's test was ad-
ministered t~ firing battery personnel wh~ 1i4 not take the trst Aurine the
lasct ORLT reporting period,

(5) During the peri>l 26 ~ 31 May 1969, an eigsht hour bl-ck of
instruction on crunter saprer training was presented tc all battanli~n per-
sonncl.

(6) The followint classes were administered t» selected pers-nnel:

(a) On 3 May, 23 ani 25 July 1969, a three h~ur coursc of in-
structinn m UCMJ was prescented t~ battery cormanders by the IT Figl' Foree
Staff Judge sdvocate.

(v) on S May 1969, a two hour class on helic~pter 1nad prejaratien
was prescnted 1t base camp by the 213th Assault Suppnrt Helicopter Company
for firing batierics ani service battery rigging tecans.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

o .- g

AVGAR-C
SUMJECTs Operational Rennrt of Sth Battalinn, 424 Artillrtzéy ?Agr ql’tezl"?né?
BEndins 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (U)

(¢) During the porinds 4 = 10 May 1969, 9 - 15 June 1969, and
13 - 19 July 1969, soven nfficers successfully complcted the Fire Direction
Officer's Schonl conducted by Headquarters, 54th Artillery @roup.

(4) During the period 28 Junc 1969 thru 9 July 1969, tecn enliste?
men attended the Projactor Operator School oonducted by the 221st Signal
Jattalion, Long Binh jost. All porsonnel passed the coursc and were liccensed,

(e) On 3 an1 4 July 1969, a crurse of instruction on maintenancc
of the M-16 rifle was presented at Headquarters, 54th Artillery Group t»
battery supzsrvisory personnel and armonrnrs.

(£f) on 23 July 1959, eight personnel attended a six hour field
sanitation tcam training course conducted by the 20th rreventative Medicine
Unit anl S54th Artillery Group Surgeon.

(g) During the rerorting period, 94 enlisted men attended the
ip=country orientatinn course conducted by %tho 199th Light Infantry 2rigadlo
at Long Binh.

d. Intelligences A4ir observers from this battalion are airborne
°n a daily basis for the purpose nf collecting and evaluating intelligence
data., This data is compiled by the 82, 54th Artillory Group and distributed
throughout the group. This information is used t» provid: intelligence
targets and to up-date or r2ject previous information eoncerning enemy
activity.

(1) VR missions flown during reporting periods 93,

(2) W/A missions flown during reporting period: 6

(3) Registrations coniucted during roporting period: 30.

(4) Convoy coverage missions flown during rerorting period:s 7.

(5) Intclligonce targets fired while airborne Auring reporting
perinds 4.

(6) Total air times 188 hours 40 minutos.

(7) Route Recon during reportinc period: 2.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGAR-C . . 4 August 1969
SURTECT:  O~erational Ronort »f Sth Battalion, 424 Artill-ry for .criod

Enlinz 31 July 1769, RCS CSFOR=65 'U)
e. Lnzistice:

(1) Ma~nthly deadlinc percontége:

(a) Vehicless 4.6%

(b) &rtillery 2.%

(2) Amunitions resupplied by Service Battervt,

HZ 10,51 g

ILL 81

Wi 418

IcM 832

TOTAL 12,578= 812.6 tons

(3) Miles traveled by Service 3attery ammmition traims Aurine
the remnrting »eriod were 23%,420.

(4) Approximate trnnage »f rcsupnly during the reporting perioi:

Class - I 61.3 tcns
Class - II 1.1 tons
Class - III 14.0 tons
Class - IV 1 +9 tons
TOTAL 198.9 tons

(5) Number »f s~rties flowns 2A0
(5) Other partinent infnrmations None.
f. Other:

(1) Civic Actions During the repnrting period the f-2lowing
civic actinns were comrleteds

(a) Tw» wells werc constructed in each of the following lo=-
cations: CAN XEO and rHOUC 10C Hamlet, Yhoue Loc Villag>, Long Thanh
District, Jlien Hoa Province.

(b) The repair »f the Thu Thua district high school located
in Thu Thua City, Thu Thua District, Long An Province.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIA!

AVGAR-C 4 dugust 1969
SUBJECT: Op2rati-nal Report ~f 5th Battalion, 424 Artillery f-~r Jeriod
Bnling 31 July 1969, RC3 CSROR-65 (U)

(2) During thz reporting porind the f2ll~wing civic actinns were
initiat-da

(a) A one roon schnol is under construction at XOM VUAN Hamlet,
thrwc Loc Village, Long Thanh District, Bien Hoa Province. Project i3
6075 crrplete.

(b) Two wells are being constructed in BAO VAI Hamlct, rhouc
1~c Village, L-ng Thanh District, Bien Hna irovincee Drilling has heen
coaplzted ani proyjoct is 85% complcte.

(¢) A schonl is being ropaired in A BAC village, Can Giouc Dis-
trict,L ns An trovince, I'roject is 25% compl2te.

3) Patients treated in the MEDCAD program:
( P

TIONTH VISITS 1 ATTENTS
Ma 2 100
Junaz 1 75
July 2 147
NTALS 6 322

2. (C) Scctinn 1I, Lessons Lenrned, Commander!s Obsorvatinons, Evaluation,
an " Recommonlations:

a. 1zrsnnel: Nono.
b. Oparationss
(1) Construction nr Improvement of Howitazer I'arapet Floors:

(a) Obsorvatin: Much »f tho £ill used for construction of peranst
flaors is unsuitable. During puriods of heavy rain, surface forms a layer
~f slippory ' resulting in poor footing and difficulty in maintaining
clear cquipment and ammunition. Surface water does nat re~dily drain ~ff
unlcss a systom of culverts or ditches is ¢onstantly maintained. Tho re-
placemont ~f thesc types nf fill with sand eliminntes many of thesc prob-
lams. During heavy rain, the sand retains a firm fiotine and surface water
will run off rapidly. This works particularly woll with a gravel base
under tne sand.

(b) EBvaluation: The use of sand in the gun pit results in safer
working erndAtisns anl improved maintenance and cleanliness of equipment nnd

ammunition,
10
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGAR-C 4 Angust 1969
SUBJECT: Op-rational lnort of 5th Battalion, 424 Artillery for Poriod
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (U)

(c) necommnendation: Sand and gravel should be used in construction
of parapet floors when availabla.

(2) Battery Lifo:

(a) Observation: Lifc expectancy of lend-acid batterics uscd as
r~dio power supplies c¢an be increasced by using them in such 2 mann2r that
they ar: noither completely discharged nor overcharged. The prefcerable
type is 12 volt uscd in the 2% ton or 5 ton multifusl trucks. Two of thes.:
batteries supplying two VRC-12 scrics M radios will work well with a
0.5 K4 or 1.5 KW/ D.Cs gonerator on a cycle of 15 to 20 minutes of charg:
eviry 2% to 3 hours. This eycle will conserve both gcnerator =nd batterics.
The cycle can be varicd depending on size of batteries and amount of trans-
nitting in a given timc dbloek. ‘

(b) GEBvaluation: Battery life can be cxtended by the simple ux-
podient of limiting charge to short periods and usc betwecn charges tn
2% to 3 hours.

(c) Recommendation: That battery charging be conducted on a
timed schedule rather than continuous charging or waiting for th:. hattery
t> ran down between charges.

(3) Night Lizhtinz Device for Gunncrs:

(a) Observations Since thc majority nf artillery firing cceurs
during the h-urs ~f darkness flaghlizhts must be used in large numbors. A
preblem is presonted when the erewman must hold the light end work with
one hand. Thc ammo handlers are handicopped by having to hnld a2 flashlight
while selecting proper lots ~f fuzes to be fired.

(b) Evaluation: Spced and officiency would be groatly incrensed
if some sort of lighting device could be developed that would free the use
of both hands whilc wnrking at night. This type »f lightin.; device wouli
also reduce the number of acciients caused by improper lighting.

(¢c) Reeommendation: Roecommend that a light be developed similar
ty those used by miners. This light should be designed for pl=cemcnt on
the steel helmnt.

&« Training and Organization: N-ne.

d. Intelligenoe: Nono.

e. Lhgistica: None.

CONFIDENT!AL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGAR=C 4 August 1969
SUBJECT: Opcrational Re ~rt »f 5th Battalion, 421 Artillery f~r :criod
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFO:i-65 (U)

f. Other:
(1) Preventinn ~f skin disenscss

(a) Observations During the past several months we have ha? a
nunber »f parsconnel develop serious skin rashes, which were trentil with many
netications without success. The rashes became inf:cted and causcd a loss

in man hourse.

(b) BEvaluation:- The rash wes caused and sustained due t» nere
spiration an?l lack »~f eirculation of air under <lothinz, particularly wilor
the nrms ani arounl the legs'of th2 individuals.

(¢) Recommendations That all individuals be encruraged tn wenr
shnrts an” sandles during of f duty hours or whenever possidble in nrdcr to

prevent rashes from occurring.
. (.'- y i

ADY L. S"ALLWOOD
17C, FA
Commanding

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGA=CO (4 Aug 69) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Battelion, 42d Field Artillery for Pericd
Ending 31 July 1969, RuS USFOR-65 (U}

LA, HEADQUARTERS, 54TH FIELD ARTILLERY GROUP, APO 96491 20 August 1969

T0: Comnending General, II Field Force Vietnam Artillery, ATTN: AVFB-FiC,
AFPO 96266

1. (U) Thise headquarters has reviewed the Quarterly Operetions Report -
Lessons Learnmed from the 5th Battalion, 42d Field Artillery and consicers
that it adequately reflects the operations and lessons learned during the
reporting period.

2. (C) Reference Section II para b(1), Construction or Improvement of
Howitzer Parapet Floors. The 54th Field Artillery Group concurs. The use
of sand in the gun pit with a gravel base will eliminate many safet; hazards
for personnel in the operation required in artillery firing of a 155um Towed
Howitzer plus improving the maintenance of equipment and armunition, es-
pecielly during the rainy season.

3, (U) Reference Section 1I, para b(2), Battery life. The 54th Field Ar-
tillery Group concurs.

4. (C) Reference Section II, paras b(3), Night Lighting Device for Cunners.
The 54th Field Artillery Group concurs. A request is being prepared for
procurement of such lights as an ENSURE item to be tested by 5th Battelion,
4Rd Field Artillery.

5. (U) Reference Section II, para £(1), Prevention of Skin Diseases. The
54th Field Artillery Group concurs.

N
P ;:/LLII{J#I-LL ]
V. G, EVANS
Colonel, FA

Commanding

13
CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVrB-rAC (4 Aug 69) 2d Ind
oUJ.CT: Operational Report of the 5th Battalion, 42d Artillery
for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (U)
Dh, HosDQUAKTERS, II FIELD FORCE VIETNAM ARTILLERY, AP0 96266 § 7T h-
T¢: Commanding General, I1 Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFBC=LE, AFC 0. (b

The querterly report of the 5th Battelion, 42d Artillery adequately
reflects the operations and lessons learned during the reporting period.

UK THz COMMANDER:

Major, rA
Adjutant

j“
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AVFBC-RE-H (4 Sep 69) 3rd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Battalion, 42d Artillery for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (U)
DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Franoisco 96266 7 SEP 1¢3
THRU: Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report -
Lessons Learned of the 5th Battalion, 42d Artillery for the period ending
31 July 1969, as indorased.

FOR THE COMMANDER:
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AVHGC-DST (4 Aug 69) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Battalion, 42d Artillery for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco
96375 w1369

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters,
5th Battalion, 42d Artillery.

2. Reference item concerning '"Prevention of skin diseases', section II,

page 12, paragraph 2f(1); nonconcur. Shorts and sandals are only appropriate
for off-duty daytime wear. Sunlight and air will help to reduce the rashes
described; however, tropical uniform without shorts or T-shirt and loose

but comfortable dry boots should be worn when cuts or abrasions to the

legs are likely to occur. The complete uniform with sleeves rolled down

is recommended for all personnel during the evening when mosquitoes become
more active.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

. . C. 8. WILSON
E“/yfzu;n' LT, AGC

> Tty Assistant Adjutant General
II FFV
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GPOP-DT (4 Aug 69) 5th Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 5th Battalion, 42d Artillery for
Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 1.0C7 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

e
CFT,.AGC
A=+ AG
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