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Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 210th Aviation

Battalfon, Period Ending 31 July 1969 (U)
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l. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance

with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, vithin 90 days

ot receipt of covering letter.
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Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate

benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQU AR TRS, 210T'H AVIATION BATTALION (CCMBAT)
APO San Francisco 96530

AVBACA-CC 15 August 1969

SUBJ"CT: Oparational Report of the 210th iviation Battalion (Combat) for
the Period Ending 31 July 1969 (RCS CSFOR-65) (R1) (U)

SE" DISTRIBUTION

1. (@) Section I, Operations: Significant Activities:

a, Missions The mission of the 210th Aviation Battalion (Combat)
changad as indicated.

(1) An addition in mission requirements for the 210th Aviation Battalion
occured on 5 June 1969, to provide one OH6A to support the 1Bth iRVN Division,

(2) The mission of the 210th Aviation Battalion to provide fixed wing
aircraft (01) for the V6B and V6C miss ions were combined, the Dau Tleng
portion was dropped completely.

{3) The mission of the 210th Aviation Battalion to provide fixed wing
supre-i (ULA) to IV Corps Gl, operating out of Can Tho was relocated,
Areraft and equirment reverted back to Vung Tau for operation and control,
Suppurt for this mission is now provided from Vung Tau.

b. Organization: None., The current organization chart and station
list is Incl 1,

¢. Command and Staff: The following significant changes occured in
the 210th ‘viation Battalion command staff structure during the reporting
period. Th¢ current command and staff structure is Incl 2.

COMMAND

(1) On 17 June 1969, MAJ George B. Milburn, 723-03-1679, became the
210th Aviation Battalion (Combat) Executive Officer replacing MiAJ Ben L,
Breedlove, 537-32-2266,

FoR oT vT
693130
Inclosure
i DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
CONFIDENTIAL 000 it 5200.10




CONFIDENTIAL

AVBAC . -CC 15 Jugust 1969
SUBJECT: Operation:l Report of the 210th Aviation Battalion (Combat) o e
th ™ ri>d “nding 31 July 1969 (RCS CSFOR-65) (R1) (1)

Y 77 dely 1969, CPT William E, Barnhill, ?251-62-3L07, buciwn the
JLot uiie: “:tt~lion (Combat) S1, replicing CPT Olen L, Earncst,
266-56-9831,.

(3) On 11 “fay 1969, CPT Keith H. Johnston, 525-72-9929, b came tho
210th Avi:tion Battalion (Combat) Signal Officer, replacing 1UT Jame:- i,
Sumptor, 2L8-34-9352, '

(4) On 13 May 1969, CPT Thomas C. Peclu, 251-68-7178, becom.
210th “vivtin B:ttalion (Combat) Surgeon, replacing CPT Jehn H. Eonnca,
386-34-L126,

UNIT COMM..NDERS

J57 On 15 Junc 1969, MAJ James R, Talbert, 558-16-7966, :ssuricd
coren 4 of the 73d aviation Company (Surveillance .airplanc) replacing
LTC ©.ight R, Frunch, 006-28-0186.

67 On 26 June 1969, MAJ James E. Ohapman, 2L8-50-9113, ‘issumcd
cormand of the 18Lth /viation Company (Utilitys replacin: 1. Duglas
Schaccmon, 067-26-0956,

(7) On 27 July 1969, M.J Thophilus Nicholns, 262.--3=582% . ~scuwncd
commona <! the Shth Aviation Company (Utility) replacing iL.J Billy B,
Dooly 4L30-62-9611, ~

¢. Unit Strengths as of 31 July 1969:

{1, Militorys

‘
.

Subn>d inte OFF . WO . 0] - TOTLL

P iuth oM futh oM iuth OMH  .uth O/
HHC 19 25 3 5 8s 102 - 107 132
25th .20 8 9 18 23 89 115 115 147
Shth a Co 18 15 25 21 135 27 178 163
73d e G- 19 21 ¢ 22 13 290 288 - 351 322
7Lth ‘wn "o L 2l 2 10 103 96 16 130
18Ltr ivm Co 32 Y22 2 5 89 97 123 124
85th M« Dot 1 1 0 0 7 6 8 ¥
197+h M>d Dat 1 1 0 0 8 5 9 3
316th Avn Dot 1 1 o] 1 16 21 17 23
365th Avn Det 1 1 0 0 20 32 21 33
TOTAL TRl 120 70 78 82 892 1055 1090

oy 5
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CONFIDENTIAL

‘LVB.‘LC";—CIC ll)‘ l‘uuguﬂt J ’..")
SUBJECT:  Oper:ti nal Repsrt of the 210th “wviation Battalion (Como ) .
the Poriod fnding 31 July 1969 (HCS CSFOR-65) (R1) (U)

) Civilians

Subordin to D.C VN 3d NAT TEC!
Unit suth O Auth  OA huth  O/H auth
HHC 0 0 12 12 0 ] 0
25¢h ACC 0 0 5 5 0 0 0
shth Avn C» 0 0 3 3 0 0 0
73d ..vn Co 0 o] 25 25 0 0 0
Thth Avn Co 0 0 L L 0 0 0
134th Avn Co 0 0 8 7 0 0 0
85¢th 1.3 Dot 0 0 1 1 0 0 0
197t.. Mad Dot 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
310+t v Det 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
365 Lam Det 0 0 0 0 0 0 R
TOL.. 0 0 59 57 0 0

Jircrart Status: See Incl 3.

<, Ororaticnal Resvlis: See Inel L,

2, Dovsonncl Management: See Inel S,

1- T

I.+r1lligornce and Securitys The following activities regards .
secus sty clcarances were conducted during the reporting pcriod,

' TOP SECRET Clearances Validated: 1
‘. SECRET Clearances Validated: 172
. OSHLCRET Clearances Granted: 38
{,) CONFIDENTI.L Clearances Granted: L
(7% N.C Initiated: 1

i. Operatizns: The command relationships existing batw.en the

companies of thc 210th Aviation Battalion and the units supported by them
was rsviewcd by 12th Aviation Group (Combat)., The results of this revicw
were oublished in 12th Aviation Group message AVBACA-SC 12L4-C~69, Subj:.ct:

.viatisn Support Data (U) and are as follows:

25th /viation Company S, HQ, II FW
Shth /wviation Company GS, II FFV and IV Corps
73d ..viation Company GS, IT FFV
7Lth iviation Company GS, II FFV
184th Aviation Company GS, II FFV
3 -
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CONFIDENTIAL

NVBLCA-CU 19
SUBJECT:  Opcrary 01l Renert f the 2Y0°h oovy vl By
the Perisd Snding 31 July 1969 (RUS GORie-"9) (

Jo 1 ~ ot Adreraft wallbiluty seve lpel 6,

FIXTD WING WY w0

LY Precautionary Loandings 21 2

5 ireidonts 2 1

0

Mot Ty B aart .

f The Torg Thanh Hovth post security net has boor w
wit., the 1o installati-n sscurity plan,

() “h. 2LCth “viation Battalion sector of the brre
North nas boen given roeliable land line communizaticons,

sre ned hos been set up betwoen 25th aviatizn

v} e TUU and ZIS pregran as oF 31 July 1069 is as {11

v2) i AT th. Ldrerafd eligible tr receive ZYR have buen complets

(v Pen fothe Lireraft 21 Eible e roeelwve JYS chawve boe

reooIngt o llzcion Jevslopment:  None.

-~
3

n. Medic:l: The following servicos were provided e ?

Dat,
(17 Faisbg Physicals: 68

(8Y Tmawm iadidons: 766
(oY AT A B G oY 3] ek g s onis sl

5
2o LI e B oo e iue ke nevon Lracun.tions were comg
2] G s WEAEE Y Ah e SRS - Bl alkdGideall,

i
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CONFIDLNTIAL

AVHICA-CC 19 Jupust 1967
SUBJKCT:  Operitd nal Report of the 210th .viation Battalion (Combat) for
th  Poriod nding 31 July 1969 (RCS csSkon-65) (R1) (U)

2, (") Less ns Lornedt Commanders Ubservations, Fvaluations and
Ho o mmendationg:

a. Personnel: Neosd for Highly Trained {[ircraft Eloctriclans:

(1) OBSERVATION: The OV] ovlcctri-al system is very complex. Tho
eroc.dures involved in troubleshooting the system are not different from
thoso “f anv th.r aircratt. However, becoming familiar with the OV1
systums and thodlr functions requires one half a tour for the clectrician
to reach the point »f benefit to an OVL1 unit,

(°) CV.LULIION: The 73d .viation Company's 32 aircraft have had
¢loc'vienl prsblems which have caused an unusual amount of dewn time <f
Alreralrt, uch of tho eloctrical work was beyond the capability ~f the
wsigne? 00 clectricians and requosts for assistance from -~ur supnirt
units beceme neeessary, The number of complex problems which have arisen
ir the electric-l systems has made it imporative for the assign:d civilian
=lectricians b remnin with the unit, The civilians have the background and
Tadwiedse rogaiocd v omnke them of immediate use for tinely selutions to
“recty1ieal vroblems,  Not only arc they more knowledga2tble they are alss
more avarla le sincs they are not subjected to campany rosters as 2rc the
127 eleetricians, Civilian uvlectricians provide an 2so.t which is necess-ry
in ordev te wointain aireraft availability. Moreover, if civilian
~ie~tricians werg assigned to OV1 units they could provide tue continuity
b:tween rotating military personnel and 2lso praovide a base of knowledge
f2r the military aircraft electricians,

(3) SECOMINDATION: A team of electricians shculd be assigned t- OV1
univs, A minimum >f one (1) per 18 aircraft. /ircraft electricians shauld
tLoe Lol oaLr. spocidile training on the aircrart type that the individual
will be working on,prior to being assigned to a short tour area,

t Operatizns: Contamination of the closed 1loop cryogenic refrig-
erntor system of the AN/AAS-14A, Infrarsd Detccting Set.

‘1) OS50 4WATION: The elosed leop cryogenic refrigerator system of
the ANSAAD -Ujh, Infrared Detecting Set, is subjcct to malfuncticn due to

sntry of contaminants into the closed 1jop and leakage of coolant from
th=2 sysuen,

5
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-CC 1Y Jupust 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 210th ..vittion Battallon (Combat) for
the Period Ending 31 July 1909 (RCS CSFOR-6S) (R1) (U)

(c) [CCQPIENPLTION:  When using the large cassettes with the Ki 30
Camera the tokeup clutch torque should be checked and set up vo LS in ounces,
The only body drives which c¢an be adjustcd to this setting arc those ntde
by Chicago ficrial, DBedy drives made by Tompson have only two settings, 30
in suncos and 30 in ounces, and are not suitable for usc with the larpge
casscetties,  The main metering roller shovdd bo checked daily when using
anscopan filmy nd as soon as any cmulsion buildup is detected, the roller
should be cluaned with isoprophyl alcohol and allowed to dry for several
hours before loading the camera. Finally when using the K 76 casscttos
the camera should only be mounted to the right for oblique photo r-quircments,

(2) Breakdown of the Doppler Navigation System.

(i) OBSERV.TION: Numercus times Dopplor Systems go into memory during
fliri e, but thesu Doppler Systems check out good on a bench test.

(b) EV.LU'TION: It was discovered that the invert r that ran the
Daeal-r Syator chowed correct voltags oamput;but by connceting an oc~illoscope
ani ctoerving the \C outmut waveform of the inverter,it was notid that there
wer» sev: 2l spikes of unusual amplitude that would trir-e: “hc transient
protector circuit on the RT in the Doppler System caus.rg ihs wholc system to
ge intc memory.,

(¢} RECGIEND.TION: That placing an oscilloscope on the inverter outputs
be integroted as part of the PE maintenance program to eliminate future
unscncduled brealtdown of both the inverters and the Doppler System.

(3) The nead for less cumbersome, more practical survival gear:

(- O033EZRY..LLCH: Tae present survival gear is much toc cumbersome for
01 pilots.

(») EV.IU.TION: The survival kit suthorized army pilots is the Survival
©it, Individual, Lightweight W/Holster ..ssembly., This compact, lightweight
kit contains cvery imaginable item neceus:ry in a survival situation for this
clim~te, hile the kit itself is satisfactory, the present carrying holster
is cunbsrsom, 2wkward to wear,and interferes with the pilots flying.

(c) RECOMIEND.TION: That a lightweight vost capable of carrying the
present individual survival kit, knife, RT 10 radio »nd extra battery, strobe

light, flares, and hand and head mosquito netting be developed .n place of
the holster assembly,

(d4) COMANC .CTION: Emphasize the nced for a lightweight survival kit,

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

.'\VBI\CJ‘\‘-CC 1‘1 -\hl",'Uht l9(i9
SUBJECT: Oper tional Report of the 210th avistion Battallon (Combat) for
the oriod Inding 31 July 1969 (RCS CSFOR-65) (11) (U)

(L) L., 0.4 instrument lighting for the O1,

(a) ORSERVATIONt The noed for an improvoed instrument lighting syt -
in tho 01 (Bu-d Dog),

t fv) EV.LU.TION: All factory delivered Ol's are equipped with o phesptior-
: escent livhting system, The dials of all instruments are marked with whit

' luminous paint and actlvated by an ultraviolet incandescent lamp mounted i n
sach side of the front bulkhead, By far the most hazardous drawbick ol “uis
systen is the bright glare reflected on the windshield from the two luape,

It not only dotracts from the pilots visibility but has in cuses caus ¢ . .rtigo,
"o precludo tho lens covars from falling off the lamps 2nd compl~trly b1 1 .-
ing both the pilot and observer, all lensas must be securcly factened wist
tave. Depending upon the position of th lamps, the system provides vorving,
uneven lighting to the instrument pannel, Everything considercd, this
lighting system 1s not only ineffective but also a definite safcty hazari,

(¢) RECOMIENDATION: That a MWO authorizing eyebrow instrument lizhts
for the 01 aircraft be initiated.

‘1 (d4) COMM.ND ACTION: Stress the necessity for citective, sufe §
: instrument lighting in the Ol aircraft,

E f. Organization: None,

g. Othort None.

004

§ Thed CARL C, JEHNSON
as ITC, ADA

Commanding
DISTRIBUTION:

CINCUS/RP.C, .ITNt GPOP-DT, APO 96558 (2)

CG, US.AV, .TTH: AVHGC (DST), APO 96375 (3)

CG, 107 Vil BDE, ATTN: AVBAGC, APO 9638l (2)

CO, HQ 12TH VN GP (CBT), ATTN: AVBACA-SC, APO 96266 (5)
C0, HQ 2107H VN BN (CBTS, AFO 96530 (3)

8
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AHWA=SC (15 Aug ©9)  Ist Ind
ORI Operat ional dwport of Lhe 210th Aviation Battalion (cuanbat,

for Period knding 31 July tyoy ((Cs ColCie=ub) (1l) (U)
GA, HADQUARTERS 12 AVIATION GIOUP (COMBAT ), AMGL  Youlou 24 .upust 1ty
Ao Cammanding Gencral, 11 Fleld Force Vietnam, atu  Yoloo
In accoraance with USARV Keg 54515, vubjectl report i 'orwercea,
fenl PHE ClalMANDH:

/ |
/.“%» "‘/ /// )). /,-

-

-

e GLDUN M. HUNT
Major, Infantry
Ad jutant
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AVFBC-RE-H (3 Sep 69) 2nd Ind
SUBJSCT:  ‘herational Report of the 210th Aviation Battalion (Cowbat) tor
tr. Poriod Ending 31 July 1969 (RCS CSFOR-65) (il) (u)
DA, HQ IX FWORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 & SEF i1
THRUs Commanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, ATTN: AVBA-C, AP0 46507
corrnanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(Iu®T), AY0 96579
Commander-In-Chief, US Army, Pacific, ATTN: GIOL-UT, AU 96557

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Depurtuent of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operationsal heport -
lessons Learned of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion for the period
ending 31 July 1969,

¥OR THY COMMANDER:

s : _Q’M\A)’-O =
B.G. MACT ety
ILT> AGCS
Asst AG
10
P . 8 ki s ar, ke e - e i
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AV 4.0C-0 (19 Awe bY) 3d Ind
AU s Operational Heport of the “lotn aviation b ttalton (Lonpl) Lor
che teriod kEnding 31 July 1 o9 (KCS cseuu-64) (1) (Uy

Sy B ARCES, 18P AVIATL N BRICAUE, APU 96504 g e Yt

s Corcaas g veneml, Unitted Stal s oarmy Vietnom, AT s AVHGO-LD
APO JudThH
com utider-in chiet, United States Army Pacific, I g Qv =07,
APO 96H58

20: Assistant Chiefl of Stafr fow foree Develo.wnab, Bep-. a7
arny, MVashington, D.C. 20310

1. ‘his headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with tac
contents as indorsed.

2+ The following additional comments arc considercd pe.ctinents

a. Par graph 2e(3),page 7, eddresses the problen of buwiky incivi.ual
survival equipment. The observation and evalwtion ave vilid. UsalV Avie
ation Logistical Division i presently siud: ing the onroblem. UYhey arc
treing tn acauire either the Air Yorce type vest or a cimilir type veit
for Army use.

b. Paragraph 2e(4), page 8, states that the present inctrument ligino-
ing; system in the O-1 aircraft is unsatisfactory. The obecrvetion awd
cvaluation are valid. The originating unit has becn advised to cubnmit
an IR in ac ordance with TM 38-750 describing the difiiculiy and rccom=
merndaticn for corrective action.

¥Cun THE COIL AUDERS

ARTHUR W, LITTLE

CPT AGC -
CF Assl AG.
210th Avn Bn (Cbt)
11
\
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGU-DST (15 Aug b9) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Repurt of the 210th Aviation Pattalion (Combat 0o
the Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOWF 5 (R i

HEADG ARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, AIPG Sar b rancise
Yo 375 o 7D 1989

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Paoitog, AT LG GROLE DT,
ADO vbhhd

I. (U) T'his headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-loes: e
learned for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1709 from Headqua:ter:
210th Aviation Battalion (Cuombat)

)

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (C) Reference item concerning "Need for Highly T'rained Aircran
Elcctricians', section II, page 5, paragraph 2a; nonconcur. Sufficiernt
data has not been provided to full, evaluate the requirement for a teaun:
of electricians. Justification for the team should include the use, if any,
of technical representatives available to assist with maintenance problems,
results of sending electricians to in-country schools for additional training,
and evidence to substantiate that electrical maintenance is the exclusive
cause for excessive aircraft down time. The number of civilian electr:-
cians is being reduced in RVN and they will not be available to satisfy
this requirement; therefore, a proposed MTOE change ghould be submitted
In addition, CONUS schools do not provide specialized electrician training

b. (C) Reference iten: concerning '"Use of the KA 76 (250 {t) cassettes
in KA 30 Camera’, section lI, page 6, paragraph 2¢(1); concur. If
justification exists for the 250 {t cassette and Chicago Aerial takeup ciutch,
an EIR ghonid be submitted on the KA 30 camera. YSAICC has requestaed
sole gsource procurement on Kedak filrm.

c. (C) Reference item.concerning '""Breakdown of the Mnppler
Navigation System!'’, section 1f, page 7, paragraph Zel’): zoncur.
Maintenance procedures will be dissgeminated to the field in the 34th
General Support Group's Avionice Newsletter.

d. (C} Reference item concerning "The need for iess cumbersome,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; ‘
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. -*
b0S DIR 5200.10 S
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (15 Aug 69) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 210th Aviation Battalion (Corubat) for
the Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U

tmore practical survival gear', section O, page 7, paragraph 2e(3):
voncur.  USAMC initiated procurement of the USAF SRV-21/1 nyl
mesh, survival vest in June 1969.

i

FOR THE COMMANDER:

- WL SON
i, AGCe
Assistant Adjutant G el

Cy furn;

210th Avn Bn

Ist Avn Bde
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Incl 2

210TH AVIATION SATTALION (COMHAT)
COMMALD AND ST FE ST -
31 JULY 1969

AVTTALION COMMANDER:  LTC C L C. JOHNGON

AaCTaLION EXRCUTIVE OFFICTR: 1A GROWGE B,

HATTALION 51 CPT WILLIAM B, BAIIHILL
2. ITLLION S2: CPT JAMES T, MAHER
ATCALION $3: MAJ LIWRENCE F, BEYER
BATTALION Sh: CPT WILLI/M E, PEDIGO

€0, HHC: CPT J/MES R, MC COMLCK

CO, 25TH ACC: M.,J RICHARD G, WEBB

CO, SLTH AVN CO: MAJ THOPHILUS NICHCL.Z
CO, 720 AVN CO: Mad JaMES R, TALBEWS
€O, 74TH .VN CO: MAJ WADE W, LADUE

CO, 18LTH AVN CO: MAJ J/MES E. CH.FMAN
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Pot ol nweber of MOS raclaasitications necompliobe 30 v

deanb poof asgipnnents during peraoed: OFF - 50

133
Mumher of promot iona during period:

OFF ICER

BV = iy Flead o=@, GPT = 12, BT - @, ZHD = 0
WARRANT
Wl - 0, CW3 - 1, CW2 - 1, WOY ~ O

ENLISTED

£9 -1, E8 -1, Ef -0, E6 = 7, E5 = 31, E4 - L0, E5 - :

Mumber of casualtics during periods

(RTD 70 DY)

l
L)
Y
OFFICER EHUE R ENLLS ED
1 0 1
0 0 G
2 0 2
2 0 2

Number of orders published during period: SP - 78, 10 - L1&, 3C - 17

2, wards Data:

SURMITTED
Dictinpuished Sorviee Cross 0
Lepi-n of Merit 2
Distir:uished Flying Cross 12
8ronz: 3tar Medal 118
alr wedal AL
army Commend-tion Medal 129

/9

0

0

i
67
101
116

APPROVED




Incl 6

-

Ol
UbA
U1lA
U214
OV1Aa
OV1B
A TY
OH6A
UH1B
UH1D

UH1H

AIRCRART AVAILABILITY
1 May thru 31 .ugust 1969

hverage Availability
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