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‘CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY -
Headquarters, 13th Aviation Battallon (Com~at)
APO San Francisco 96296

AVBARN-GC 1 August 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Loarned of the 13th

Aviation Tattalion (Combat) for‘t,he_period ending
31 July 1969, RCS cSPR-55 (RIY" (U)i.

SEZ DISTRIRUTION

1. (C) Section I Operations: Significant Activitles.

a. Unit Mission: There has heen no change to the unit mission
during this period.

b, Organization: At the close of the reporting perioed the
organization of the 1gth Aviation Battalion (Combat) was &8
follows: (Cee Incl 1

(1) Headquarters and lleadquarters Company

(2) The 1l4th Aviation Company (Comat)

(3) The 121lst Aviation Company (Combat)

(4) The 175th Aviation Company (Combat,)

(5) The 336th Aviation Company (Comlat)

(6) The 2215t Aviation Company (Utility Airplane)

c. Changes in Command and Staff:

(1) LTC VELVA F. PARKER, 239-32-6648, FA, was assigned as
the Battalion Commander om 15 July 1969, LTC Thomas E.
Anderson, 516-28-2802, INF, was assigned to G-1 1lst Aviation
Brigade.

(2) MAJ JOSEPH V. LENOCI, 137-28-5322, INF, was assigned
as the Executive Officer on 20 July 1969, MAJ Ralph E. Nauman
116-26-2958, INF, was reassigned to CONUS.
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E CONFIDENTIAL

AVTARI-GO 1+ hugust 1969

SUNJ.CT: Operationa™ Rep.rt - Lessons Learned of the 13th Aviation
Rattalion (Combat) for the perivod ending 31 July 1909, iCS
ooral.S5 (RI) (0).

l
|
' (3) ~PT THQMS 5. CATALANO, 043-32-900G, ARMU!, vas agsirned
l Adjutant on 25 Julv 1969. CP? John H. Daane, 167-34-2152, TI¥, was
| reagsignod t. COHUS,

(&) PT TIQMLS S, CATATANO, 143-32-900(, AV (R, -as assigned 5-2
| on 11 July 1959, °PT Charles Stoiner was assigned to D troop 71
| Cava rv. 1T Ro"ert L. McCrarey, 409-70-4E41, was assigned os S-2 on
| 25 July 1969 +then CPT Cataian. -ras reassignod -rithin the Datta’ion.

(5) TAJ UTTLLIN W, CATLZNDY, M17-42.4379, TP, was essiconed as
l S-3 on 13 Ju'y 1989, 1J Runald H. Thornquist, 525-34-5993, INF, was
| reassigned wlthin the Dattaliun.

(€) IPT GENGH T, 7:0S% Ji., 021-35-3,67, INF, was assignod as
Assistant S-3 on 3 May 1969. CPT Wilson "illiaus, +"2-42-6292, FA,
' was reassigned to CONUS,

(7) 1.7 JAIIS 13, TIAIOL, 536-42-27286, TA, was assigned as BOC
' Cfficer on 25 Junn 1969, CPT David lla.?, 51;-50-9902, FA, was
reassigned t. CONUS,

t (8) MAJ PiTRY J. TARRITT, 051-30-8710, IWF, was assigned as CO,
$14th Aviation Company on 2 June 1959. MAJ Walter W, Powel., 431.48
448, INF, was reassigned to 17th Aviation Group (Cumbat).

(9) 1TAJ CHANIZES A, ROBTVSON, 023-28-582, INT, was assigned as CO,
121st Aviation Company on 15 liay 1969, IAJ Haru'd 17, Raney, 519-34-
3401, INF, was reassigned to CONUS,

f 910) MAJ L3¢ A, KRAMZY, 230-44-2:81, INP, was assigned ag CO,
' 175th Aviation Cuvpany on 13 Ju'y 1969. MAJ *Milliam 7, Callender,
L17-42.4379, INT, was reassigned within the Battalion.

(11) ¥AJ RONID H, THMNOUIST, 535-34-5998, L, was assizned
as Cu, 221st “viation Cuwpany cn 4 Ju'y 1969. MAJ Anthony Ortner,
LU9-64-L405, TNF, was reassigned to COJIUS.

f (12) MAJ J3SST . GLANCE, 584-50-2905, DiF, was assigned as CO,
336th Aviaetion Coupany on 12 lay 1959, 1AJ Leonard L, Dosell, 478
4240, INF, was reassigned to CONUS,

(13) CPr MAWIN K. MeGRAW, 262-50-8864, INF, was assignod as CO,
{ HHC, 13th Aviation Datta’ion on 12 Ju'ly 1969. CPT Larry E. Stuart,
‘ 257-54-1141, INV, was reassigned to CONUS,
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CONF!DENTIAL

AVTATI.GC 14 August 1969
SURJICT: Oper~tiona) Rep.rt - Lessons Learned of tho 13th Aviation
PYattalion (Combat) for the pericd ending 31 July 1969,
RCS CSFAR-65 (RI) (0),

d. Unit Strength as of 31 July 1969: See Incl 2

e. Alrcraft Status as of 31 July 1969: See Incl 3

f. Oporational Results as »f 31 July 1959: OSea Incl 4
g. Operations:

(1) Tho 13th Aviation B~ttalies, durinec the last quartev ¢f FY 69
continued to provide aviation assets for prepleancd airmobile ossaults,
troop insertions and extractlons, tactlical and aduinistrative resupply,
command llalson, medical evacuation, direct fire support, artillery
ad justnent, and detailed reconnclssance, in direot suppoert of the Viet-
nazege IV Corps in tho Republic of Vietnam. The 13th Aviation Battal-
ion was mainly in support of 21st ARVN Division 2nd the Lhth Tactical
Zome. Support was also given to Militarv Advisor Groups, IV Corps
Hondquarters, 5th Speclal Forces, and COTDG, Supvert is still given
to the US Navy Seals, however with lesser intensity than ecurred in
the previous quarter.

The 13th Battalian has increased it's *K-d3ar opoeratisns vhile
decroasing the nuber of primary - ten (10) ship eperations. This has
been dus to the recent activation of tho 217th VNAF Squadron which is
now oparational with UH-1H models. When VIIAF aviation assets are
employed, the 13th Dattaliun supplies a C&C aircraft with crew and gun-
ships from one of the attached units. .

A mission recontly acquired by the 13th Aviation Battallen 1s the
night llunter Killer Mission. This mission employs five (5) UWI-1D air-
craft and either thres (3) or two (2) AH-1G or Ul~iC ships. ©fF the
five (5) Ul-1D's ono (1) is a C&L ~ircraft and one (iguZQ a flare ship.
It is used strictly in tho 44th Special Zone along the border and 1s
employod to impede enomy infiltration dwring periods of darknoss by
using tho immediate reagtion of ground troops to places of lhoun enemy
activity which have been yncovered by tha flare and armod aiveraft.
The baris for these oporations are the airfislds located at Moc Hoa
and Chi Lang. Ttts effectlveness is not known at this timo.

(2) Airmobile Operations: Tho Battalion eupportod four husdred aid
twenty five (425) airmobile operations during the }asf quartsv. The
Battalion participated in coubat assawlts in every day of the 1sst quarter.
Some of the more significant gperations are listed below,

(a) Combat Assault Operati.ns, 3 June 1959: The 175th Aviation
Company supported the 21XX in an AM K-BAR' and the %iX in a P K-BAR,
The AM operation was staged out of Can Tho. The task organization

* K~BAR: Term used to describe an airmncbile package consisting of 5

1.1D's. 2 heavy fire team af gynships, and ona (1) comang and control
aireraft,
3
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ATBATN-GC 1 August 1969

SUrJXT: Operational Report - .ess.ns s earned of thh 13th Avietdon
Pattalin (Cmbat) for the perisd endire 31 July 1969, 1C3
csron-65 (RI) (U).

consisted of § UWl-1D (175th) and 3 Ul-1C (175th), All assets arrived
Can Th at 0730 hours. TFrom this stageficld 0 tr wps rore inserted

at 0S5 howrs rith negative contact int» IS 012 397, Tr m PZ7% 995
9%2. fifty troops wore insorted at 0903 hours int . 142 973. Claims
for this nperatim were a *meptrs: éavhe consisting. of 20 B-40 rounds, 51
handgrenades, 12 H0rm = -79 rounds, and 1 VC POW with gren~do.

The PM K-3) vjas staged sut of Sa Dec 'rith the task wrznnization
arriving at 1275 h.urs and tho task force comarnder at 3305. From the
first PZ fiftv trops wore “ifted at 1328 howrs fro- -5 £721 into VS
895 202. In this AO claiws wero § structures, 2 samgpins and 6 . all
at WS 895 209. Two . IT (235) were enployed in VIS 0721 at 1645 hours as
the VC were running in the area. All assots were released at 1655 hours.

(b) Combat Assault Operatisn, 10 July 1969: The 121st Aviation
Company supp-rted the 7th XX in an Hperatin staged out »f Jen Tre with
the centor of wass XI 2090 utilizing a task organigatl: n consisting of
5 UH-1D's, 2 heavy fire team and one C& aircraft. Assots arrived at
Den Tre at 0700 hours and began the operation at 0850 hours with an
insertion of 50 troops from PZ Ten Tre int. landing zone X& 793 923 and
20 troops into X2 785 896. The lifts were completed at 1025 hours. At
1120 hours fifty troops were extracted from X3 792 923 and returned »
Ben Tre. This extraction drew heavy fire with one UH-1B returning to
Soc Trang with bullet damage. This alrcraft returned t- the A0 in tiue
for the afternson portlon of the sporation. The clal:s »f tho alr asssts
were 7 XTA; 15 saypans; and 10 structures at X1 793 916. In the vicimiby
of the first . Z the ground troops had 2 VCI KTA, 14 VC PQ! and 1 weapn
captured. TIn the morning vperation the C.»mand and Control alrcraft
cladmed two KPA'as and fivo sampans at X3 825 937, Tho afteornoon oper-
ation hezen at PZ Den Tro with the insortion of 20 troops int. Il 827
945 at 140 hours., DBxtractions were initiated from PZ X1 514 918.with'
50 tryops returned to Ben Trs at 1630 hours. Ground troops cleimed 4
VCI XIA, &4 PQi's and several captured docuwnents in the vicinity -2 XR
223 94", All assebs wers released at 1700 hours. The air rission com-
nander cumented that there was an excellent olement of surprise for
the day and that in almost every landing gone the eneny were fiund rurw
ning around as the slicks touched doim. ile said the operation was wrell
planned and executed.

(c¢) Combat Assault Operatiun, 1; July 1959: The 335th Aviation
Coupany supp-rted the 21st ARVN Divisidn in an vperati n staged out of
lach Gila with a center of mass 'S 440 020. The task organization

consisting of 1 C&C airoraft, 5 UH~1D's, and a hoavy fire team which-arrived

at Rach Gia at 0730 hours, The first Lift of 50 troops -ras from PZ -
Kian Minh in LZ VS 460 030 at 0950 hours. The seconc 1ift at 1010 hours,
from the same PZ was 50 troups int. W3 460 035. Ground elewents had
heavy contact in the AO claiming 10 VC IJA, while losing 3 iIA and 6 “'IA.

L
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CONFIDENTIAL

Arariage 't August 1969
SU"TICT: Operationa). Neport - Lessons Learned of tho i3th lviation

Tattalion (Cnmbatg for the period ending 31 July 1969, RCS
csrm-65 (A1) (U).

St Lt

; Gunships in supp rt of the ground elements claimed 20 IJ. at 'S 502
b 060, 10 structures and 2 sampans, Ground troups destroved 2000 1bs.

3 of rice and captured 2 AX-71s, 1 D40 round, and 1 kil, of drcuments.
Adr assets received a cancellation of the afternoon }-JAi et Vi Thanh

and strod by to give support at Rach Gia. At 1510 hours, the first Jf

tuo extractions bogan from PZ IS 60 035 to LZ Kien Dinh, A total of
3 100 troops were liftod with the last 1ift competed at 1525 h.urs, l

3 Assets had nepative contact and nesative clains fur the extractions and
3 woro roloased at 1530 hours.
: (d) Combat Assault Operations, 2 Juno 1969: Tho 121st Aviation

o Company supported the IV Corps in a combinoed VNAF and US operatlon

b staged out of Bac ".leu with a center of wass of i 92 42. The task

3 srganization consisted of nine VNAT Ul-1l{!s, une platoun of gunships,
and one C&C aircraft. One slick was lost at approximately 0915 hours
-then one of it's crew was wounded. The aircraft then returned to Ninh
Thuy. The operation began at 0800 hours -ith the first 1ift from Bac 3

4 Lieu int» 992 434, It consisted of eighty troops and landed ~t 0820, ;

: Following that were seven lifts including a total of 590 truoops inserted

“from "M 984 452 into five LZ's XX 020 430 (2), XR o6 424, WR 915 417,
W2 947 436 (2), and TR 957 449, The seven insortioms bosan at 0839 and
terminated at 1157. There were both ground and air contact with the

3 ground e'ements claiming 20 VC KIA, vne ¥-16 captured, uvne 14-79 cap-

4 tured, and two Russian made weapuns captured. The elenents claimed

b 67 structures, 25 sampans and seven KBi's all within an ares with center

3 of mass at 12 360 990, The extractions started at 1515 hours and con-

1 sisted of four 1lifts, one from WX 975 365, and three from WT 93% 375,

3 all landing at WT 896 329, A total of 280 troups were extracted between

. . 1615 hiurs and 1542 hours. One lift of 60 troops was wade by a CH-47,

i , A1l assast were released at 1705 to terrinate the operations.

i : H. Training ~ The 13th Aviation Dattalion continued in their
: mission of providing UH-1 transition training to VN.F aviators.

. 3 (1) VNAF class number 5, cunsisting of seven students, graduated

five (5) of these on 25 May 1969. The other two (2) attended the staff

officer course and graduated saven weeks prior. Of the five (5) stu-

dents on 25 May 1969 that gradunted, all had an excess of 130 hours ‘
transition tiws,. i

o :
S RS St

i . (2) VIUF class number 6, graduated five (5) officers on 22 June ;
- 1969, Again, two (2) students had graduated previously in the staff i
4 officer course. The staff officers acorwed ologe to fifty (50) mours j
transition time while the others acarued ' in excess of 150 huours : :
during their transition.

5
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: : AVDAPNSGS 14 Auzust 1969
1 l SUNJSIT: Cperationa® Repurt - Jessons rearned of the 13th Aviation

: | Datta'ion (Sombat) f.r the period ending 31 July 19(9, 2C3

| USFAr-65 (Y1) (U}.

(3) VNATF class nwber 7 graduated £ ur (¥) students on 27 July
1969. Again, two (2) staff .fficers had graduated previously. The
I students in thi: class were from the 215th Squadron »t Nha Trang and
! did excepti.nally well in their transition. ALl had in excess >f 170
howes of transition tire and were extrewely receptive during the entire
| training program,

(") As of 31 Ju'y 1969 class 8 hnd graduated three staff officers
-thile four (4) transition studerts were stiil in traininz. As of 31
July they completed the miniiuns as roquired in the Letter of Instruc-
tion concerning the VIAF Transition Course. These students, from the
213th Squadron based at Da Nang, -rere very receptive and coopsrative
to all instructions.

L

(5) The above montioned graduates bring the total numbar of VNLF
persomnel that have gradvated frow the Ul-1 transition course to forty
five (#5) with nine (9) uf those staff officers.

: (6) The 13th Aviation Battali.n supplied twenty-seven (27) person-
E‘ | ne! tu ths Army Aviation Refresher Training Schoel (AARTS) at Vung Teu
during the period 1 lfay - 31 July 1969.

; (7) The 13th Batta ion sent one (1) person to the Jungle .inviro-
' ) mental Susviva Training Scho.l (J3STS) in the Pni’livinets. During

this time pericd six (2) personnel attended the igt Aviatin “rigads
Instructor Pilot School located at Lung Binh.

I, Norale and Discipline:

B e e S

| (1) The nuwsber >f approved rec.mmendations for awards received
] during this perilod are shoun by type and totals ararded:

E Distinguished Flying Cross = 4. Bronze Star - 8, Alr Meda'.s - 190,
Army Cormendation Medals - 1, Air Msadal with V Device - 4.

- 2. During this reporting perisd the nuwber cf approved discip-
Llinary actlons taken under UCMJ woro:

Officers WO EM

GENERAL 0
; SPICTAL 0
0
0

| SUMMARY
| | ARTTOLE 15's

WO OO
O OO0
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CONFIDENTIAL .

AVBABN-GC 14 Avgust 1969

SUNJECT: Operational Rep.rt - Lessons Learned of the 13th Aviation
Battalion (Combat) for the period ending 3% July 1969, RCS
CSF@-~65 (RI) (U).

(4) The number of personnel that took N&R >r l¥ave t. varlous
c.untries 1s densted beluws
Australia - 53, Hawaili - 77, Bangkok - 31, Hong Kong - 20, Manlla - 7,
Singsp.re -~ 16, Taipei - 17, Tokyo - 10, and Kuala Lampur - 5.

J. Safety:

(1) During the reporting perl>d, the Battaliom experienced fur
{&#) reportable accidents, appr ximately cne accident pes 9,700 flying
Lwurs, Two of the accidents were a result of materlal fallurs; sne
was the result »f pdlot error, and one cause is unknown at this time.
The accldent rate reflects a marked decrease ovar the previ.us reporting
perind which was -ne accident per 3,400 flying hours., The Fautall.n
at the close of FY 69 had 1.gged 162,218 tlying hours. - Ttis is greater
than any other Cowbat Aviati a Battalion in RVN, g

{2) The Battalinn experianced eight (8) hydiraulic failvres, an
increase fyom the previosus reporting pericd. Sit (6) of tho hydraulle
fallures were attributed to the improper securing of lines allewing
chafing and weakening >f the hydraulic linss tv occur. This problem
was primarily due to improper maintsnance and irupeciion. As a rosult
>f the above indications, an extensive study 1s underwgy in an attompt
to Increasc the quality of ajrcraft maintenance.

(3) Since tke previous reporting period, three (3) aviation com-
panios within the Battalion have had a zero (0} 3eccident .xats,
Two of the compznies ere assault hellcopter, and the third is an
utility airplane company. This is aitrlbuted to an Ancreased safety
conclous attitude by all commanders within the Battalion and the - .-
attached units,

(4) Accident/Incident statdstics and flying hours for 1 May 69~
31 July 69 are as follows: ' '

PRECAUTIGNARY FLYING RATE .

UNIT ACCIDENT INCIDENT FORCED IANDING IAMDING HOULS

HHC, 13th AB  0© 0 0 0 1,213 0
114th AHC oh 0 1 9 7,050 14,3
1218t AHC - 3 3 S 2 8,099 37.0
175th AHC 0 3 1 3 72,447 0
2218t RAC 0 0 1 1 6,316 0
336th AHC 0 L 3 11 9,740 0
TOLAL Y 10 9 26 39,835 10.0

7
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBAPN-GC 14 August 1969

SUBJECT: Operati.na® Rep.rt - .essons jearned uf tho 13th Avliatiun
Tatta 1 (Combat) for the perisd ending 31 Ju'y 1969, RCS
CSFP@-65 (RI) (U).

2. (C) Sectiun 2, Lessons Learneds Commander!s Ubsorvations, ZIvalu-
uation, Reoxrmendationsm and C.muand Action.

(A) Personnol: NONE
(") Operations:
() Navigationa' Aids:

(2) Observation: There are very few electronlc aircraft navigation
aids in the IV Courps area.

(b) Evaluation: The IV Corps area is quite large, and, at present,
operational Army alrcraft navigational alds are limited to Soc Trang,
Vinh Long Binh Thuy, Ca Mau and Dong Tam. During the dry season, when
the rice paddies are burning, visibility frequently is reduced to less
than a mile for extended areas. During all seasons there are heavy
winds which hamper dead-reckoning and, unless really familiar with local
canals and rivers, contact flying with anything smaller than a 1:250,000
is difficult with anything larger is cumbersome.

(c) Recommendations: That additional low frequency beacons be
installed and maintained at secure locations in the vicinity of Tra Vinh
Vi Thanh)Rach Gia, Chi Lang and Moc Hoa.

(d) Command Action: No command action has been taken at this time.

(2) Friendly Fire.

(a) Observation: Air craft have been taking hits from friendly

ARVN troops who recon by fire as soon as they depart the aircraft in the
LZ.

(b) Evaluation: Most formation used with the exception of trail,
which 1s seldom used, have aircraft generally landing abreast of each
other., When troops depart both doors and recon by fire, they andanger
not only other aircraft but also other friendly troops. Also, while
they fire, it is extremely difficult to determine if eneuy fire 1s
being received in the LZ. If troocps are traveling light, and, if they
expend a lot of ammunition reconning by fire, then there might not be
sufficlent amminition when needed. Once in the LZ, door gunners do not
fire unless fired upon for fear of hitting friendly traops or other
alrcraft,

(¢) Recumendation: That troops departing aircraft in an 1Z do
not recon by fire or fire at all unless {ired upon.
8
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CONFIDENTIAL

ATRABN-GC 14 August 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report ~ Lessons Loarned »f tho 13th Avietlon
Fattalion (Cribat) for the period ending 31 July 1959, C3
CSF@-65 (RI) (U).

(d) Command Action: All air wission commanders have been briefed
t> inforn: the task force commanders to keep friendly fire to a minimum
until the troop transports are clear of the lmmodiate area. Unsatls-
factory mission reports are submitted after each incident of this type.

(3) Refueling:

(a) Observation: The hosos at many refuweling arens are teo short,

(b) Evaluation: Whon the gas hose 1is too rhort, aircraft are

required to set down wlth the gas entrance nearest the hose. Many tines

this requires hovering with n strong tail wind and is 3@ poteatially--
dangerous situailon,

(¢} Recommendation: Lengthen refueling hoses &: that as a minimum

the hose is long enough to go under the tail boom to the gas tank.

Establish 8 policy where posgible, that rafueling trucks will be ay8ile

able whenever the wind is in excess uf 20 knots so that the alrcraft
will not have to turn their tails into the wind if refueling hosds are
too short.

(d) Command Action: No command action has been taken ot this time.

(4) Mixed Fire Teams:

(a) Observation: There is a necessity whon'using a wixed fire
team of AH~3G's and UB-1C's for an altlitude difference between the
UH-1C lead and the A-4G wingman.

(b) Bvaluation: Due to the steep angle of attack necessary fur
the AH-1G to place effective fire on a tarpget, as compared to the UH-
1C, there is a need for altitude separatdon.

(e¢) Recommendaticn: When using mixed fire teams, the eltitude
geparation be at least 100 fuet or more, Altitude separation being
based on type of terrain and target location.

(d) Command Actlon: AlLL wixod fire teams of this wnit use a
ninimun of 100 feet altitude separation to assure maxinmua fire power.

(5) Airoraft Hits:

(a) Observation: Door punners and crewchlefs on UH-I1C aircraft
take a great deal of hostlle fire in thelr area of the aircraft.

9
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVRARN-GC 1 huzust 1969
SUBJICT: Operational Report - Jessons 'earned of the !3th Avliation
aYals

Battalion (Combat) f£or the period ending 31 July 1969, T3
CSFR-65 (1) (V).

(b) Evaluation: Due to tho low level tactics used in UH~I1C gun-
ships and relative sluw speed, most hits are taken in tha carzo area.

(¢) Recommondation: That armor plating should be wusod under all
crewchiefs and door gunners! soats un the Uli-1C gunships. The armor
plates can consist of steel plote, scrap seat armor from pllot seats,
or back plates from the crews baody araor. The protective plating to
be placed on such an angle so that any projoctiles penetrating the
bottow of the aireraft would be deflected toward the open door. These
armor plates must be properly secured to tho alrveraft.

(d) Comwand Aoction: Ali crewchiefs and guanors sre re&lired to
place protectivc p’ates bencath their seats on an angle so thet any
projectiles penotrating the bottom of the ship will be deflegted out
the open door,

(6) Crew Seating:

(a) Observation: It has become appavent that crewchiefs and
gunners are riding in the careco compartment and not % their assigned
locatiuns,

(h) Evaluation; This practice defeats the purpase of having
people in those pusitions. The purpose is to detect any unusual
nelses or fuel oders from the transmission and engine areazs as well as
to man their M-50 machine guns should the need arise.

(c) Recommendation: Cyamand emphasis should be placed on the
iwportance of these peonple being in thelr proper positions within
the craft. The Aircraft Cormander should be made constantly aware of
this situation and take steps to correct eny deficiencies,

(d) Command Action: All commanders have been notified to insure
that command emphasis is given to alreraft commanders to lnsure that
all crew members ride in their proper places.

(7) Uncontrolled Airfields:

(a) Observation: All too frequently, fixed wing aireraft, and
hellicopters in particular, are landing at uncantrolled airfields
throughout the Delta without giving any prior warning as to their
location or intentions.

10
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDATI-GC 1 iugust 1969

SU"JICT: Operational “.epert « Lessons | earned of the 13th Avistion
Tattaion (Towhat) for the perisd ending 31 July 1959, CS
Sra-68 (RI) (U).

() vauatlon: This practice has caused many near -ishaps and
further points out the unsafe and wnprofessional attitudes vhich sowe
aviators have,

(¢) Recormendation: Strict o:phasis on the use of Delta ground
frequencies ehould be made at all oompany meetings and safety classes.

(d) Comrand Aotion: Durlng the quarterly Aviation Safety Council
neating held on 24 Juno 1969, thls subjoct was discussed, and the
correct procedurns involved were disseiinated to the Nattalion's sul-
ordinate units.

(3) Utdligation of O-1 Adrcraft:
(a) Observation: O0-1 aireraft continues to Le used far adwinis-.

trative tosks by those advisory personnel to whoi they are assigned
for oparaftional control.

(b) Zva'uation: Reference IV Corps Directize, 95-1, dtd 29

| Octoher 1988, para G., ".,. the 0-1 la a valuable tectical tool in the

| counterinsurgency envirorment, and as such should not be used for admine
i .Lstrative tasks fur which alternate means are provided, and avallable.

; Only in cases of an aduinistrative or tactlcal urgency should 0-1 air-
craft be utiliged for other than, visual reconnaissance, artlllery and
nava’ gunfire adjustment, column cover, radio relay, alrstrike wmarking,
and message drops."

’ (c) Reocommendations: That proper utilisation of O-1 airveraft be
stressed. via aviation reprosentetives, at command leve'.

{d) Comuand Action: Aviators continue to-@ducate ground comanders
as to the proper utiligation of 0-1 aircraft,

‘ ~ (C) :Training: NONE,
{ (D) Thtelligence: NONE
(E) Lcgistica: . Bwrvival Radlos

(1) Observation: The availability of RT-10 survival radios is
all but nonexistant.
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AMATNSGC 1 August 1969

SU'J30T: Operationa’ Report - Lessons :earned of the 13th Aviationﬂ
mattalion (Combat) for the period ending 31 July 1969, L3

: cSra-65 (RI) (U).

(2) Evaluation: FEach aircraft is required tu cerry cne of theso
radios in the survival kit., However, replocemont radios are not aveli-
able nor are the spare parts t» fix unsorvicable ones. There does not
appoar to be a clenr and distinot channel through which these radlos
can be repaired or exchanged.

(3) Recommendatlons: That a study be initiated on this problem
and a priority system be established if regular distribution of these
radios 1s unfeasable.

(4) Command Action: The survival radios have been requisitioned

‘ through supply channels. A message has come to this Headquarters con-
k cerning these requisitions which states that no survival radios are
presently in supply channels at this time nor will any be until October
and November of 1969,

e

e

(F) Organization: NONE

:) (G) Maintenance: Aircraft Maintenance

(1) Ohsarvation:. -Tt thas-boen found that a.company effort on alr-
craft maintenance has eliminated many winor daficiencies. This effort
1s conducted every evening at 1830 hours, when most of the 2ireraft
have returned to home station. At this time all crewchiefs, sunners
and assigned aviators report to their respective aircraft. Under the
supervision of the maintenance officer, the technical inspect.rs and
1ine maintenance personnel are made avallable to find and correct
minor discrepancies.

(2) Evaluatbn: through alrcraft stables, the ooupany is abla to *
£ind and correct many deficiencies that moy otherwlse go unnotlced,
This process also gervas as a questlon and answer period which is very

henefinial to al) new aviat.rs and oreuohlafs.

s it Gt e R L o e e i g e Sl i 0 W

(3) Recomuendations: That aircraft stables be entered into the
SUP of all aviation units.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AV T-GC . 1 fugust 1969

SUDJICT: Operationa’ lep.vt - .essons r.earned of the 13th Aviatn
Fottaldon (Combat) fur the period ending 31 Jult 1959, 108
cora-65 (RI) (V).

() Cormand Action; This Hoadquarters concurs with this program
of aircraft stables and urges other gubordinate units to undertake
these same procedures if missions warrant,

4 ?
Id _/ . 0y

i . o : ,":lv\/
“/ ( 0 /' ’ ]
4 Inc. Vi A T, PARKR
as LTC ADA
Inc 2 wd HQ DA Cormanding
DISTRIBUTION:
2.CINCUSARPAC
3-CG, USAV
2-0G, st Avn Dde
4-CO, 164t Awn Gp
8~S~3, 13:a Avn Bn
1.0, 11ht% lvn Co
1.C0, 175tn Avn Co
1-c0, 121st Avn Co
1.0, 3356th Awn “o
1.0, 2218t Avn Co
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" to inform supported units of this policy.

CONFIDENTIAL

AVBubt~C (14 aug 69) 18t Ind '
SUBJECT: uperational report - Lessons Learned of the 13th Combat avi 3.
Battalion for the Period fnding 31 July 1969, HCS, CSFUM~65 'ui,

Diy Hey 164TH AVIATIUN GuOUF (CBT), atu 96215, 29 august 1969
Tu:  S8s DISTHIBUTIUN

1. The attached 13th CAB OHLL for the period ending 31 July 1969 has been
reviewed by this Headquarters.

2. The following comaents are wade on the report:
a. Para, 28 (1), (c), page 8: Concur.

b, Para. 25 (2), page 8: The 13th CaB subwitted an unsatisfactory
nission report on 27 July 1969 and 7 august 196Y. These reports have
been forwaroed to IV Corps. Liaison Officers have been notified of these
occurances and have been directed to inform the advisors of this problen
area.

c. Pura. 2B (3), (c), page 9: hon-concur. Miniport hoses from con-
necting pipelines are a standard length - 25 ft. This length allows the
pilot to position the aircraft so that the 25 ft hose can be brought under
the tailboom irrespective of wind direction. If specific exceptions are

brought to the attention of this headquurters, correctiona can be.made.

d. Ppara 2B (4) (c), page 9: Concur.
8. rara 2B (5) (c), page 10: Concur.
f. Fara 2B (6) (c¢), page 10: Concur.

ge Para 2B (7) (c), page 11: Concur., 165th aviation Group KVN Fre-
‘uency Publication gives the correct procedure when using uncontrolled
airfields.

h. Pars 28 (8) (c), page 11: It is the policy of this coumwand that
0-1 aircraft will not be used for administrative missions. This headquar=-
ters does not schedule such missions and congtantly advises liaison officers

i. Para 25 (1), (¢), page 12¢ (n 20 Jun 69, the comuunications sec=-
tion of the 164th CaG sublmitted a compiled report of Status of Survival
Hadios %0 1st avn Bue, listing the equigment on hand; operative; inopera-
tive; and equipment on requisitions VHC 68 radios are arriving in this
unit. The R44th AV Co. (Surveillance airplane) has received 12 radios.
Priority is for the 244th AVN Co., the two O-1 companies .and then helicop-
ter units. '

14 *'DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; ~ ~ *

“-, DECLASSIFIED AFTER12 YEARS.
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wVBuCE=C (14 aug oY) 18t Ind 29 august 1969 ,
SUBJELTs  uperationul report - Lessons Learned of the 13th Cnl for the i
Feriod snding 31 July 1969, hCo, Godun-65 (1I) i

: ‘ j« Para <G (1), page 12: The basic concept of this type aircraft

| waintenance is good. surther investigation reveals that the aircraft

| stables coneiste of the waintonance officer, muintenance supervisors anu
Hne persannel (dug the prowadef upd gunner perfori iumediate .mqintenunce
i the alrerudbs  Thie prudvdire ib fulluwed i bhe wujupiby 6F the unlty
in this cowwund.
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3 (JACK M, TUMLINSON
| Colonel, Infantry
. Commzanding
; DISTRIBUTION:
. 2-Dy, ATTN: ACSFOR
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBAGC-0 (14 Aug 69) 24 Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 1l3th Aviation Battal-
ion (Combat) for the period ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65

(R1) (v)
DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 D SEP 1969
THRUs Comm:nding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGC-DST,
g&miﬁiléin-Chief , United States Army Pacific, ATTNs GPOP-OT,
AP0 96558

TO1 Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department cf .the
Army, Vashington, D.C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with
the contents as indorsed except as noted belowe.

2. (C) The following additiona) comments are considered pertinents

a. Paragraph 2(B)(1), page 8, addresses insufficient electronic navi-
gational aids in the Deita region of South Vietnam. The feasibility of
placing navigational eids at Tra Vinh, Vi Thanh, Rach Gie and lMoc Hoa has
been referred to the 165th Aviation Group (Combat) for evaluation and
recommendations.

b. Paragraph 2(E)(1), page 11, addresses the shortage of aircrewmen
RT-10 survivel radios in the supply system. The RT-10 radio is being
replaced by the AN/URC-68 as the standard survival radio. 3600 AN/URC-68
radios are expected to arrive in Vietnam by the end of calendar year 1969
These radios are USARV command controlled items. Priority of issue has
been established as followst Aviation Company (Surveillance Airplane),
Aviation Company (Observation), Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter),
and Aviation Company (Assault Support Helicopter)/(Heavy Helicopter).
Units have been advised to requisition radios through AMMC channels and
repair parts through lst Logistical Commend supply channels. Responsiw
bility for repair has been delegated to the aviation electronics support
companies of the 34th General Support Group. 120 AN/URC-68 radios have
arrived to date and been distributed in accordance with the above priority.

cs Paragraph 2(G)(1), page 12, proposes that a daily supervised air-
craft maintenance period be conducted at company level. Concur in princi=-
ple., Although o supervised maintenance period for ell assigned aircraft
and crews at a specific time each day can be a workable solution for some

- units, it is not possible for all aviation units because of varying missions.

16 —
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* CONFIDENTIAL

AVBAGC-0 (14 Aug 69) 2d Ind Q‘SEP 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons earned of the 13th Aviation Battalw-

jon (Combat) for the period ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR~65

(r1) (V)

The recommending unit was notified of approval on daily supervised maine
tenance periods for their unit but not as & command policys

Ay

FOR THE COMMANDERS

ARTHUR W/ .,
T CPT AGC .~
13th Avn Bn (Cbt) Ant A, - 3
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (14 Aug 69) 3d Ind -
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of the 1l3th Aviation Battalion ;
(Combat) for the Period Ending 31 July .969, RCS CS8FOR-65 (R1)(U).

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2 5 SEP 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United St.tes Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
AP0 96558

o

1. (U) This headquarte.'s has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period nding 31 July 1969 from Headquarters, 1l3th Aviation
Battaliom(Combat)s—

AL T itk i

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (C) Reference item concerning '"Navigational Aids", section 1I, page 8,
pavagraph 2B(1l); concur. The 165th Combat Aviation Group has coordinated with
the 13th Combat Aviation Battalion for the establishment of the navigational
aids. Personnel provided by the using unit will be trained by the 165th Com-
bat Aviation Group as navigational aid operators. Using units will provide for {
site security. USARV has approved a request from the 165th Combat Aviation ’
Group to laterally transfer six beacons to using units for their use at Vi
Thanh, Tra Vinh and Rach Gla.

i

b. (C) Reference item concerning "Uncontrolled Airfilelds', section 1II,
page 10, paragraph 2B(7); nonconcur. The Tactical Aerodrome Directory pro-
vides the correct procedures to be followed. 1In addition, the Directorate of
Civil Aviation has establishied the VHI frequency of 118.1 as a common frequen-
cy at uncontrolled airfields.

FOR THE COrMANDER:

/8. WILSON
T, ACGC
Assistant Adjutant General
Cy furn:

13th Avn Bn
lat Avn Bde

| DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
‘ DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. -
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GPOP-DT (14 Aug 69) 4th Ind (V) ¢

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 13th Aviation Battalion (Cbt) for
Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RL) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 4 (COT69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in the subject report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEY:

CPT, AGC
Asit AG
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