
UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES
TO:
FROM:

LIMITATION CHANGES
TO:

FROM:

AUTHORITY

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

AD505535

UNCLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved for public release; distribution is
unlimited.

Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't. agencies
and their contractors;
Administrative/Operational Use; 14 AUG 1969.
Other requests shall be referred to Office of
the Adjutant General (Army), Washington, DC
20310.

AGO ltr 29 Apr 1980 ; AGO ltr 29 Apr 1980



THIS REPORT HAS BEEN DELIMITED 

AND CLEARED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

UNDER DOD DIRECTIVE 5200.20 AND 

NO RESTRICTIONS ARE IMPOSED UPON 

ITS USE AND DISCLOSURE. 

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A 

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE; 

DISTRIBUTION UNLIMITED, 



„T^^«,,., ,„.,„..,,,,_,,„,..rflJ.,,.,;,?.^l 

SECURITY 
MARKING 

The classified or limited status of this report applies 
to each page, unless otherwise marked. 
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794.  THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE:  When government or other drawings, specifications or other 
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi- 
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government 
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and 
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any 
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not 
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing 
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights 
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that 
may in any way be related thereto. 

K^.^^-^i^ii ;.,:■ :..-^:,^.;. . - ; jUiii,. 



,,, 

THIS DOCUMENT IS BEST 
QUALITY AVAILABLE. THE COPY 

FURNISHED TO DTIC CONTAINED 

A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF 

PAGES WHICH DO NOT 

REPRODUCE LEGIBLYo 



„^^5,,,, i, I.,:II,W.I. li.iinian^fpigpg^i 

■ CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 

WASHINGTON, D.C.   20310 

mesT&T? 

AGDA (M)      (20 Oct  69)      FOR up 74) A 
SUBJECT:     Operational   Re Report (4) Lessons Learned,   Headquarters,   13th Aviation 

10 
CO 

lO 

Ba 11 al ton A^g^^gaasU^Mfttw^lltySBPPjj^ ( U); Tg- y 

((CMrUaOy 
SEE DISTRIBUT10 

1.  Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance 
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should 
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days 
of receipt of covering letter. 

#^ 2.  Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate 
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and 
may be adapted for use in developing training material. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT C3F 'DIE ARMY 
Headquarters, 13th Aviation Battalion (Comsat)     ^ 

APO   San Francisoo   96296 

AVBABN-GC ^ A^St ^ 

SUBJECT:  OpeTatlonal Report - Lessons Loaded of ^ J^ 
Aviation Tattalion (Combat) for the period ending 
3i July 1969, RCS cspcru65;(Ri) Wi. 

SE3 DISTRIBUTICN 

1. (C) Section I Operations: Significant Activities. 

a. Unit Mission: There has been no change to the unit miaslon 
during this period. 

b. Organization: At the close of the reporting period the 
organization of the 13th Aviation Battalion (Combat) was as 
follows: (Gee Incl 1) 

(1) Headquarters and Headquarters Company 

(2) The ll^th Aviation Conpany (Cora^at) 

(3) The 121st Aviation Company (Combat) 

(k) The 175th Aviation Company (Combat) 

(5) The 336th Aviation Company (Combat) 

(6) The 221st Aviation Company (Utility Airplane) 

c. Changes in Command and Staff: 

(1) LTC VELVA F. PARKER, 239-32-6648, FA, was assigned as 
the Battalion Commander on 15 July 1969, LTC Thomas E. 
Anderson, 516-28-2802, INF, was assigned to G-l Ist Aviation 
Brigade. 

(2) MAJ JOSEPH V. LENOC1, 137-28-5322, INF, was assigned 
as the Executive Officer on 20 July 1969, MAJ Ralph E. Nauman 
116-26-2958, INF, was reassigned to CONUS. 
gg^"1 ,       _ JDOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVÄIS; 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AvrA.nM-Gc i^ August 1969 
SUTJJDT:    Operational. Report - Lessons Learned of tha 13th Aviation 

RattaHon (Combat) for the period ending 31 July 1969, ^CC 
cr,Foa-^5 (AI) (ü). 

(3)    ^PT THCM^G f». CATAUNO,  0
,
O-32-900ü, ABMürl, naa aasi^n&d 

Adjutant on 25 JiO" 1969-    CPT John H. Daane,   l67-'>'+-2l52. Hü,  '.ms 
roassignod tu COIIUS, 

{k)     ;PT IIICKVS S. CATAUNO,   1^3-32-9006,  KX m,    -as assigned G-2 
un 11 Jul}? 1969.     "PT Charles Stoiner was assigned to D tr^ ip 7/1 
Gava i"'.    IT llo' ert L. McCrarey, ^09-;'6-4öllr was assigned as S-2 on 
25 July 3969 vhen CPT Catalan^ -?aB roassignod -.rithin the P-attalion. 

(5) I'AJ •.m.LI'C! ^. CALl^JDll,  ki'1~kZJV}79,  IMF, was assigned as 
S-3 on 13 July 1969.    1-J Ronald H, Thornquist,  525-^-5993.  H?. was 
reassigned xd.thin the Battalion. 

(6) IPT G1QXGP. F. C10SJ3 JA., 021-36-3767. INF, was assigned as 
Assistant S-3 on 3 May I969. CPT Wilson"illlaus, 'kl!-2-!+2-6292, FA, 
was reassigned to CONUS. 

C7)    ILT JiÜ^S .1,  ^LAXCff,  536-42-2286,  FA,  was assigned as I30C 
Officer on 25 Junn I969.    CPT David lla:.'.',  517-50-9902,  FA, was 
reassigned t-' CCMJS. 

(8) MAJ FiTSl J. rARKTTT, O5I-3O-87IO, IRF, was assigned as CO, 
mth Aviation Company on 2 June I969. MU Walter ¥. Fowel, ^31-^5 
448",  INF, was reassigned to 17th Aviation Group (Combat). 

(9) TAJ CHARISS A, RQOIMSON,  023-28-582,   INF, was assigned as CO, 
121st Aviation Company on 15 Kay 1969.    1-&J Haruld i:. Ear,iey,  519-3^- 
3^01,  INF,  was reassigned to C0NUS. 

910) VkJ LUC A. IClAl'El-, 230-44-2,-81. IHF, was assigned aö CO, 
175th Aviation Cr.ipany on 13 Jtf.y 1969. HAJ Wllliara 7.. Callender, 
417-42-4379,  INF, was reassigned within the Battalion. 

(11) mjBlCK.'XDH. THCRHOUIST, 535-3'>-599S. J®?, was assigned 
as Cv', 221st Aviation Cumpany on 4 July 1969« >ÄJ Anthony Qrtner, 
449-64-4405,  INF, was reassigned to C01WS. 

(12) mj JiSSS1?, W. GLAICl, 564-50-2905, EC, was assigned as CO, 
336th Aviation Company -n 12 Lay I969. 1IAJ Leonard L. rostrell, 478- 
34-4240,  INF, was reassigned to CONUS. 

(13) CPT KV.IVIN H, McOlAW,  262-50-8364,  EIF, was assignod as CO, 
IfflC, 13th Aviation Battalion on 12 July I969.    CPT Larry E. Stuart, 
257-54-1141.  INF, was reassign-d to CCNUS, 
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AVTA^l-GC 1^ Auguot 1969 
SUBJECT:    OpwatlJnftl Rep-rt - Uessono Learned of the 13th Aviation 

Battalion  (Combat) for the jwricd ending 31  July I969, 
RCS CSFCR-65  (RI)  (D), 

d. Unit Strength ae of 3I   July 1969:    See Incl 2 

e. Aircraft Status as of 31 July 1969:    See Incl 3 

f. Operational Reaulto as   >f Jl July 19^9:    Seq Incl 4 

g. Operations: 

(1) The 13th Aviation B".ttalici», during the last quarter 0r FY'69 
continued to provide aviation assets for preylrjinod airr.obl"! o nssaults, 
troop insertions and extractions, tactical and adninistrative resupply, 
comnand liaison,"medical evacuaticm, direct fire support, artillery 
adjustnent, and detailed reconnaissance, in direct support of the Viei> 
na.:;eso IV Corps in the Republic of Viotnam. The 13th Aviation Battal- 
ion '-jas mainly in support of 21st ARVN Division and the kkth. Tactical 
Zone. Support v,ias also given to hilitar-/ Advis.ir Groups, 1/ Corps 
Headquarters, 5th Special Forces, and COffiDS, Support is still given 
to the US M.ivy Seals, however with lesser intensity than »curred in 
the previous quarter. 

The 13th Battalion has incroasod it's *K-i3ar operations while 
decreasing the nunber of privnary - ten (10) ship operations. Tliis has 
been due to the recent activation of tho 217th VNAF Squadron which is 
nor* oporational with UH-11I models. When VNAF aviation assets are 
employed, the 13th Battalion supplies a CSC aircraft with crow and gun- 
ships fmr. one of the attached units. 

A mission recently acquired by tho '13th Aviation Battalion is the 
night Hunter Killer fission. This mission employs five (5) UII-1D air- 
craft and either three (3) or Wo (2) AH-lG or XSl-iC  gunships. Of the 
five (5) UII-lD's ono (1) is a CZC  aircraft and one (1) ia a flare ship. 
It is used strictly in the ^th Special Zone along tho b irder and is 
employed to impede enemy infiltration during periods of darknnss by 
using tho immediate roaption of ground troops to places of knoun enemy 
activity which have been uncovered hy the flare and aimed aircraft. 
The bar )8 far these operations are the airfields locoted at Woe Hoa 
and Chi Lang. It's effeotiveneas is .not known at this timo, 

(2) Airmobile Operations; Tho Battalion aupportod four hundred aid 
twenty five (A25) airmobile operations during tho iaet qu^Jfter. The 
Battalion participated in cambat assaults in overj' (fay of the last quarter. 
Some of the more significant operations are listed below. 

(a) Combat Assault Operatijns, 3 Juno I969; Tho 175th Aviation 
Covnpany supported the 21XX in ar} AH E-BAR- and the 9KX in a P K-6AR. 
The AM operation was staged out öf Can Tho, The task oa-goniiatlon 

* K-3AR; Term uead to describe an airnobile paokage consisting of 5 
UII-lD's. a heavy fire team of g\piship9. and qn,g. (l; comraan^ and oontrol. 
aircraft. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

ATOATN-GC 1'+ Aur^u^t 1969 
SUTJXT:    Operational llaport - ..«BSJHS ; earned of thn 13th Avip.ti>n 

Battalia (Cimbat) for the p«ri)d endlir 3^ July 1969, "CD 
CSTCR-65  Dl)   (U). 

cunaistad of 5 UUlD (175th)  and 3 HI-lC  (175th).    All assets r.rrivod 
Can Th    at 0730 hours.    From this stagefieJd 'l-O tr 'jps --ore inserted 
at 0%5 hjurs :.dth negative contact into '■IS 012 397.    ^ m K '.71 9^5 
9%.   fifty troops wore inserted at 0903 hours int   X. I'l-Z 373.    Claims 
for this operatim voro a 'n^r.pcrrs-cacht? consisting, of 20 ß-40 r-'junds,   51 
handgrenades,   12 'lOrmi    -79 r.ninds,  and 1 VC PO^ with grenade. 

TVie PH K-Ull -/as  staged  out of Sa Dec -dth the task   .r^nnizati m 
arriving at iZr>5 h.urs and the task force commander at 1305-    From the 
first PZ fifty tr »ops wore 'ifted at 1323 hAirs fro-V S C72I into MB 
895 202.    In this A0 claipis wore 5 structures,   2 savins and 6 ICA all 
at VJS 305 209.    Two .FT  (235) were enployod in'JS C721 at lO^ hours as 
the VC nere running in the area.    All assets were released at 1655 hours. 

(b) Combat Assault Operation,  10 July 1969:    The 121st Aviation 
Company supported the  7th XX in an   iporatijn staged out of Den Tre with 
the center of mass XT. 3090 utilizing a task organizatl n consisting of 
5 UH-lD's,  a heavy fire team and one C&C aircraft.    Assets arrived at 
Den Tre at 0700 hours and began the operation at 0350 hours with an 
insertion of 50 troops from PZ Den Tre into landing zone XT. 793 923 afid 
20 troops into XD 735 896.    The lifts were completed at 1025 hours.    At 
1120 hours fifty troops were extracted frJH XD 792 923 and returned     > 
Den Tre.    This extraction drew heavy fire with ono UH-lD returning to 
Soc Trang with bullet damage.    This aircraft returned to the AO in tiv.B 
for the afternoon portion of the operation.    The clafes of the air assets 
were 7 SF1A}   15 sampans;  and  10 structures nfc XII 793 9I6.    In the vioirflijy 
of the first . Z the ground troops had 2 VCI KZk,  14- VC PQJ and 1 weapm 
captured.    In the morning operation the Cvnmand and Control aircraft 
claimed two KDA'a and five sampans at XI 326 937.    The afternoon oper- 
ation began at PZ Den Tre with the insertion of 20 troops intj XI 327 
9^5 at mo hours.    F.xtractions vrere initiated from PZ XI ol'l- 918 with"' 
50 troops returned to Den Tre at I63O hours.    Ground troops clained 4- 
VCI ICIA, k PCH's and several captured documents in the vicinity of XR 
323 9V!-.    All assess were released at 1700 hours.    The air rission com- 
mander cosraented that there was an excellent element of surprise for 
the day and that in almost every landing zone the eneoy were found rurw 
ning around as the slicks touched do-.m.   He said the operation was '.rell 
planned and executed. 

(c) Combat Assault Operatiun,  1? July I969:    The 336-üi Aviation 
Company suppirtod the 21st ARVN Division in an operatl n staged out of 
nach Gia with a center of mass '.T3 4^0 020.    The task organization 
consisting of 1 C£C aircraft,  5 0H-1D'3,  and a heavy fire team which arrived 
at Rach Gia at 0730 hours.    The first lift of 50 troops was from PZ  ■. 
Kien Pirih in LZ MS (+60 030 at 0950 hours.    The second lift at lOlO hours, 
from the same PZ was 50 troops into WS ^60 035.    Ground elements had 
heavy contact in the A0 claiming 10 VC XIA, Tjhlle losing 3 ICEA and 6 "lA. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

: 

A'/r.\r:i-Gc i'.1 Ausust 1969 
SITJXT:    Operati'.nal llepjrt - Lossons Learned of tho i^th Avlatl »n 

Fattalion (Combat) f.>r tho period ending 31 July 1969, HC3 
cG7aR-65   (ra) (u). 

Gunships in support of the ground elomonts clalmod 20 I3i'.. at'-S 502 
060, 10 structures and 2 aarapans. Ground troops destroyed 2000 IB«, 
^f rice and captured 2 AIC-'^'s, 1 "-^0 round, and 1 kilj of docurients. 
Air assets received a cancellation of the afternoon I'-UAil at Vi Thanh 
and stood by to give support at ?iach Gia, At 1510 hours, tho first of 
tuo extractions began from PZ 'IS 'i&Q  035 to LZ Kien Binh. A total of 
100 troops ».rere lifted iri.th the last lift cotnp'.eted at I525 hcui'B. 
Asootn had negative contact and negative olaiiis for the extractions and 
woro roloacod at 1530 hv^urs. 

(d) Combat Assault Operations, 2 June I969: The 121st Aviation 
Company supported tho IV Corps in a combinod VN/vF and US operation 
staged out of Bac .Aeu with a center of mass of 'f.i 92 h2.    The task 
organization consisted of nine VMF UH-lH's, one platoon of gunships, 
and one CÄC aircraft. One slick was lost at approxiuately O9I5 hours 
•jhen one of it's crerr was wounded. The aircraft then returned to "inh 
Thuy. The operation began at 0800 hours -dth the first lift frova 3ao 
Lieu into 992 ^3^. It consisted of eighty troops and landed "t 0820. 
Following that i^ere seven lifts Including a total of 590 troops inserted 

'tram'.m.  88»! ^52 into five LZ's X?. 020 430 (2), XR ^6 424. W  918 41?, 
\Ü.  94? 436 (2), and 7.JR 957 449. The seven .'msortioas began at 0839 and 
terminated at 1157» There were both ground and air contact »,iith tho 
ground elements claimj-ng 20 VC ICEA, one K-16 captured, one ^1-79 cap- 
tured, and two uussian made weapons captured. The elenents claimed 
67 structures, 25 sampans and seven KBA's all within an area with center 
of mass at'.LI 360 990. The extractions started at 1615 hours and con- 
sisted of four lifts, one from Wl 975 365. and three from ITT 984 375. 
all landing at WT 896 329. A total of 280 troops were extracted betwoen 
1615 hours and 1642 hours. One lift of 60 troops was 'uade by a CII-47. 
All assast were released at 1705 to terminate the op&rations. 

H. Training - Tho 13th Aviation Battalion continued in their 
mission of providing ÜH-1 transition training to VHAF aviators. 

(1) VNAF class number 5. consisting of seven students, graduated 
five (5) of these on 25 May 1969. Tho other two (2) attended tho staff 
officer oourse and graduated seven weeks prior. Of the five (5) stu- 
dents on 25 Kay 1969 that graduated, all had an excess of 130 hours 
transition time. 

(2) V1UF class number 6, graduated five (5) officers on 22 June 
1969. Again, tvro (2) students had graduated previously in the staff 
officer course. The staff officers accrued close to fifty (50) kours 
transition time while the others accrued" In excess of I50 huurs 
during their transition. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVMTN-GC I** August 3969 
SUrjJ:T:    Operati' na"1 Report - J essons ,,earned  .<f tho 13th Aviatljn 

Datta Ijn (Covibat) f-r tho period ending 3* July 19^9, -C3 
CSFQU65  ("11)  (U>. 

(3) TOIF class nu"ber 7 graduated f »ur ('0 students on 27 July 
1969. Again, twj (2) staff -fficers had graduated previously. Tho 
students in thic- class woro from the 215th Squadron ft Nha Trang and 
did exceptionally well in thoir transition. All had in excess of 170 
hviirB of transition tine and were oxtreiuely receptive during the entire 
training program. 

('0 As of 31 July 1969 olas-s 8 had graduated throe staff officers 
-rhile four (4) transition studor-ts were still in training. As jf 31 

July they completed the miniuw.is as roquirod in the Letter of Instruc- 
tion concerning the VIi\F Transition Course. These students, from the 
2l3th Squadron based at Da Naag, -rero very receptive and cooparative 
to all instructions. 

(5) The above montionod graduates bring tho total nu/nbar of VHAF 
porsonnol that have gradvated froi« the Ull-l transition coursö to forty 
five (^5) vith nine (9) of these staff officers. 

(6) The 13th Aviation Battali..n supplied twenty-sevon (2?) person- 
ne-1 to tha Array Aviation Refresher Training School (AARTS) at Vung Tau 
during the period 1 I'ay - 31 July 1969- 

(?) The 13th BattaMon sent one (1) person to the Jungle ^nviro- 
cental Su-^viva Training Schovl (J^.STS) in the Fni^ lipine' s. During 
this tine period six (6) personnel attended the 1st Aviation Trigad? 
Instructor Pilot School, located at Long Binh. 

1, Morale and Discipline: 

(1) Tho nvcibor ot  approved recoinmendations for airards received 
during this period are sho-m by type and totals a-rarded«. • 
Distinguished Flying Cross - ^. Bronze Star - 8, Air Medals .. 190, 
Army Cortmendation Medals - 3,", Air K^al '."ith V Device - k. 

2. During this reporting pericid the nuraber of approved discip- 
linary actions taken under ÜCMJ T-roro; 

Officers  WO 

GEMEHAL 
SRXIAL 
SUKM&RY 
ARTIDIijl 15's 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
3 

EM 

0 
0 
0 
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CONFIDENTIAL • 
AVBABN-GC & August 1969 
SDnjBCT:    Operatlünal Rep-rt - Lessons Learned of the 13th Aviation 

Battalion (Combat) for the period ending 31 July 1969, RCS 
CSFCR-65 (RI)  (U). 

CO    Tho number of personnel that took R<SR   jr l«(ave t- vaxlous 
countries is denoted belw: 
Australia - 53, Hawaii - 77, Bangkok - 31, Hong Kong - 20, Hanila - 7, 
Singapore - 16, Taipei - 1?, Tokyo - 10, and Kuala Lampvj: - 5- 

J,    Safety! 

(1) During the reporting period, the Battalion experienced fmr 
(k)  reportable accidents, appr ■ximately one accident per 9i7',0 flying 
h>urs. Two of the accidents were a result of material failuro; one 
was the result of pilot error, and one cause is unknown at this time, 
Tho accident rate reflects a marked decrease ovsv the provi^u^ reportlrig 
period which was one accident per 3,400 flying hours. The Battalion 
at the close of FT 69 had lagged 162,218 fljdng hours. ■ Tti? is greater 
than any other dmbat Aviatl a Battalion in RVN» 

(2) The Battalion experiancod eight (8) hytlraulic failuros, an 
Increase from the previous reporting period, SJx  (6) of tho hydraulic 
failures were attributed to the improper securing of 3 Ines allowing 
chafing and weakening jf the hydraulic linss tu occur,. This probleui 
was primarily due to improper malntjjianoe and lr.apection. As a result 
of the above indications, an extensive study is underway in an attampt 
to increase the quality of aircraft malntenanoo. 

(3) Since the previous reporting period, th-^ee {"))  aviation com- 
panioa within tho Battalion have had a zero (0) aecideo.t .x'ato, 
Two of the companies are assault helicopter, and the tfaird is an 
utility airplane company. This is attributed to an increased safety 
eonclous attitude by all commanders mithin the Dattalion and the  , 
attached units, 

CO Accident/Incident statlstios and flyinß hours for 1 May 69- 
31 July 69 are as follows; 

HIECADTICSIARY FLYING RATE 
UNIT      ACCIDENT INCIESNT FglCEP UNDING Lft.MDING     HODRS    : 

HHC, 13th AB 
llifth AHC 
121st AHC 
175th AHC 
22l8t RAC 
336th AHC 

TOTAL 

0 
1 
3 
e 
0 
0 

0 
0 
3 
3 
0 

Jt 
10 

0 
1 
3 
1 
1 

0 
9 
2 
3 
1 

11 

26 

1,213 0 
7.050 1^.3 
8,099 37.0 
7.417 0 
6,316     0 
9.740 0 

39,335 10.0 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVBVPN-GC W Augvist 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operatl.-nft1  Rep. rt - „essons J earnod of tho 13th Avlatlcjn 

Datta 1m (Combat) for tho period ending 31 Ju'.y 1969, RCS 
CSFCIU65  (RI)   (U). 

2.   (G)    Section 2,  Lessons Learnodj    Cmmander's ÜbsorvatlonG,  Eval- 
uation, Reoj'.mondationsüi and C-miand Action. 

(A)    Personnol:    NONE 

(rO    Operations: 

(10    Navigati,)na\ Aids: 

(a)    Observation:    There are very few electronic aircraft navigation 
aids in the IV Corps area. 

(b) Evaluation:     The  IV  Corps  area  is  quite   large,   and,   at present, 
operational Army aircraft  navigational  aids  are   limited  to Soc Trang, 
Vinh Long Binh Thuy,   Ca  Mau  and Dong Tarn.     During   the  dry  season,  when 
the  rice paddies  are  burning,  visibility  frequently   is   reduced to  less 
than  a mile  for extended  areas.     During all  seasons   there are heavy 
winds which hamper dead-reckoning and,  unless  really  familiar with  local 
canals  and rivers,   contact   flying with anything  smaller  than a  1:250,000 
is difficult with anything  larger is cumbersome. 

(c) Recommendations:     That additional  low frequency beacons be 
installed and maintained at  secure  locations  in the vicinity of Tra Vinh 
VI Thanh^Rach Gia,  Chi Lang and Moc Hoa. 

(d) Command Action:     No command action has  been  taken at  this  time, 

(2)    Friendly Fire. 

(a) Observation:     Air craft have been taking hits   from friendly 
ARVN  troops who recon by  fire as  soon as  they depart  the aircraft in the 
LZ. 

(b) Evaluation:    Most formation used vith tho exception of trail, 
vhich is seldom used,  have aircraft generally landing abreast of each 
other.   When troops depart both doors and recon by fire,  thoy endanger 
not only other aircraft but also other friendly troops.    Also, while 
they fire, it is extremely difficult to deterwine if enemy firo is 
being received in the LZ.    If trocps are traveling light, and,  if they 
expend a lot of ammunition reconning by fire,  then there might not be 
sufficient atrammition when needed.    Once in the LZ, door gunners do not 
fire unless fired upon for fear of hitting friendly troops or other 
aircraft. 

(c)   Recomraendation:    That troops departing aircraft in an 
not recon by fire or fire at all unless fired upon. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBABN-GO 1^ August 1969 
SDBJSCT:    Operational Report - Lesaona Loarned jf tho 13th Aviation 

Fattalion (Ci'jbat) f jr the period ending 31 July I969, -CS 
CSFai-65 (RI)  (U). 

(d)    Command Action:    All air mission oomraanders have been briefed 
to infoiv. the task force CDmm?.ndors to keep friendly fire to a minimum 
until tho troop transports are ole^r of the immodlate area.    Unsatis- 
factory mission reports are submitted after each incident of this type. 

(3) Refueling: 

(a) Observation:    Tho hosos at many refueling areas are too short, 

(b) Evaluation:    Whon the gas hose    is too phort,  aircraft are 
required to» set dorfn with the gas entrance nearest the hosa.    Many tinea 
this requires hovering with n strong tall wirta and Is a potentially • 
dangoröus situation. 

(Q)   Recommendation:    lengthen refueling hoses e.; that as a minimum 
the hose iy long enough to go under the tail boom to tho gas tank. 
Establish a policy xtfiere possible,  that refueling trucks will be oiyall- 
able whenever the wind is in excess of 20 knots- so that the aircraft 
will not liave to turn their tails into the -wind if refueling hoses are 
too short. 

(d)    Command Action:    No command action has been taken at this time, 

(4) "Kbced Fire Teams: 

(a) Observation: There is a necessity whon using a wixed fire 
team of AH-lG's and UH-.lC's for an altitude difference between the 
UH-1C lead and the AI1-4G wlngnan. 

(b) Evaluation: Due to the steep angle of attack necessary for 
tho AH-1G to place effective fire on a target, as compared to the UH- 
3CP there is a need for altitude separatioR, 

(c) Recommendation: When using mixed fire teams, tha altitude 
separation be at least 100 foet or more. Altitude separation being 
based on type of terrain and target location. 

(d) Command Action: All mixed firo teams of this unit use a 
minimum of 100 feet altitude separation to assure maximum fire power, 

(5) Aircraft Hits: 

(a)    Observation:    Door gunners and crewchlefs on DH-1C aircraft 
take a great deal of hostile fire in their area of the aircraft. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
A'/mra-Gc i'-i- August 1969 
SOBJ-iXIT: Operational Report - j essons J-earned of the ^3th Avip.tijn 

Battalion (Combat) f >r the period ondirig 3l July 1969, —" 
CSFCrv-65 ('II) (U). 

(b) Evaluation: Duo to the low level tactics used in IM-lC giin- 
shipb and relative slow speed, most hits are taken in tho cargo area. 

(c) Reoomraondatlon: That armor plating should bo ueod under all 
crewchiefs and dror gunners! seats on the UlI-lC guneh.lps. The armor 
plates can consist of steel plcte, scrap seat armor frjm pilot soats, 
or back plates from the crews body aruor. Tho protoctive plating to 
be placed on such an ?.ngle so that any projoctiles penetrating tho 
bottom of the aircraft would be deflected tward the open door4 Those 
armor plates must bo properly secured to tho aircraft, 

(d) Command Aotion: All crewchiefs and gunners are required to 
place protective plates benoath their seats on an angle so üaat any 
projectiles penotrating the bottom of the ship will be deflected out 
the open door. 

(6) Crew Seating: 

(a) Observation: It has become apparent that crewchiefs and 
gunners are riding in the cargo compartment and not Jii their assigned 
locations, 

(b) Evaluation; This practice defeats the purpose of having 
people in those positions. The purpose is to detect any unusual 
noises or fuel oders from the transmission and engine areas as well as 
to man their M-60 machine guns should the need arise. 

(c) Recommendation: Command emphasis should be placed on the 
importance of these people being in their proper positions within 
the craft. The Aircraft Commander should bo made constantly aware of 
this situation and take steps to correct «ny deficiencies, 

(d) Comniand Action: All commanders have been notified to insure 
that command emphasis is given to aircraft commanders to insure that 
all crew members ride in their proper places. 

(?) Uncontrolled Airfields: 

(a) Observation; All too frequently, fixed wing aircraft, and 
helicopters in particular, are landing at uncontrolled airfields 
throughout the Delta without giving any prior «arning as to their 
location ot Intentions, 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVB?\B1I-GC l'l August I969 
SITJJCT:    Operational \ep.rt .- Lessons - oarnod of the 13th Avicti-m 

Eattalijn (^ouuat) for tha poriid ending 31 July 1969,   ^S 
"isi^ai-ös (?.i) (u). 

(u)     jVa'.uatlont    This practice baa caused many near mishaps and 
further points out tho unsafe arid unprofessiona.1 attitudes iihloh some 
aviat )rs have. 

(c) Recovomendation;    Strict emphasis on tho use of Delta jjrDund 
frequencies sliould be made at all eowpany meetings and safety classes. 

(d) Canmnd Action:    During the quarterly Aviation Safety Council 
meeting hold on 2^ Jumi I969.  this subject Traa discussed,  and the 
correct procedurns involved were disse^iinatod to the Battalion's sub- 
ordinate units. 

(0) Utdliaacion of 0-1 Aircraft: 

(a) Observation:    0-1 aircraft continues to be used for adtninls- 
trativo t-r.sks by those advisory personnel to whovi they are assigned 
for operational control, 

(b) Evaluation:    Reference IJ Corps Diroctiva,   95-1. dtd 29 
October 1963, para G.,   "... the 0-1 ia a valuable tactical tool in the 
counter insurgency environment, and as such should not be used for admin- 
.istrative tasks for which alternate means are provided, and available. 
Only in cases of an administrative or tactical urgency should 0-1 air- 
craft be utiliaed for other than,  visual reconnaissance, artillery and 
nava-1  gunfire adjustment,  oolumn cover, radio relay,  airstrllce marking, 
and message drops." 

(c) Recommendations:    That proper utiliaation of 0-1 aircraft be 
stressed    via aviation reprosentatives, at command level. 

(d) Command Action:    Aviators continue to-öducat« ground coüimandors 
as to the proper utilization of 0-1 aircraft, 

(C) : Training:    NONE. 

(D)'   "SitelligBnoo!    NONE 

(E)    Lcgistlca! . Survival Radios 

(1) Observation:    The availability of ftT-10 survival radios Is 
all but nonexlstant. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

A'/TATM-GC 1^ August 19^9 
SFJJiüCT:    Operations' Ilopjrt - Lessons J earned of the  13th Aviation 

battalion (Combat) for the period ending 31 July I969, "' ' 
CSFai-65 (HI)  (U). 

"c1 

(2) Evaluation:    Each aircraft is required to carry one of thoso^ 
radios in the survival kit.    Hoirevor,  replace.nont radios are not avail- 
able nor are the spare parts to fix unsorvicable onns.    There does not 
appear to be a clear and distinct channel throu^i which these radios 
can be repaired or exchanged. 

(3) Recommendations:     That  a  study be  Initiated on   this   problem 
and  a  priority system be  established  if  regular distribution  of   these 
radios  is unfeasable. 

(4) Command Action:     The  survival  radios  have been  requisitioned 
through  supply channels.     A message  has  come  to  this   Headquarters  con- 
cerning  these  requisitions  which  states   that no  survival  radios  are 
presently  in  supply channels   at   this   time nor will  any  be until October 
and November of  1969. 

(F) Organization:  NONE 

(G) Maintenance: Aircraft Maintenance 

(1) Observation;-.-It'Jaas-boen found that a .company effort on air- 
craft maintenance has eliminated many minor doficiencies. This effort 
is conducted every evening at 3830 hours, when most of the aircraft 
have returned to homo station. At this time all cretrchiefs, gunners 
and assigned aviators report to their respective aircraft. Under the 
supervision of the maintenance officer, the technical inspectors and 
line maintenance personnel a^'o made available to find and correct 
minor discrepancies. 

(2) Bvaluatfan: through aircraft stables, the company is ablo to » 
find and correct many deflcionoies that mr.y otherwise go unnoticed. 
This prooees also servos aa a question and answer period which la very 

hfin§fiQlal to all \\m &vAftt-.irs and oreuoMsfe. 

(3) Recommendations:    That aircraft atables be entered Into the 
SOP of all aviation units. 
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CONFIDENTIAL    . 

^iS-    Operations   lap^t - -..essons .-..earned of the l^th AjiaU.n 
Eattaliun (Combat) f.-r the perijd ending 31 Jul- 1969, ^S 
a3?cR-65 (m) (ü). 

CO    Co-mand Actions    This Headquarters ooncurs .rith ^ I*?fam 

uf aircraft Btables and urges other subordinate units to undertake 
these sarao procedures if missions varrant. 

k Incl 
as 
Inc  2 wd HQ DA 
DISTTvIEUriONs 
2-CINCUSAHPAC 
3-CG. tJSA:lV 
2-CG,   1 st AVn T.de 
k-CO,  l&M:"-» Avn Gp 
8-S-3,   13'c.i Avn Bn 
1-CO,  nkW Avn Co 
1-CO,  1:5th Avn Co 
1-CO,  121st Avn Co 
1-CO, 336th Avn Jo 
1X0, 22lBt Avn Co 

<■   / 

/.< • »" 
"V^'A F. PARK© 

LTC ADA 
Conmanding 

<•■, 

,~/ 

1 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVßüöüi-C    (U xiug 69)    lat Ind 
SUBJüXJT:    uperationol rieport - Leaeons Learned of the 13th Combat iivi.  ix n 

Battalion for the Period Jüiding 31 July 1969, HC3, CbRfit^i»   \u. 

To: 

1. 

HH, l64Th AVIHTIUK GmüUf (CBT), iü-u 96215, 29 august 1969 

bßJÜ DISTiaBliTIOlN 

The attached 13th GAB OULL for the period ending 31 July 1969 hae been 
reviewed by this Headquartera. 

2. The following coMiients are made on the report: 

a. Para. 2B (1), (cj, page 8: Concur. 

b. Para. 2B (2), page B: The 13th CAB auhuitted on unaatiafactory 
mission report on 27 July 1969 and 7 ^uguat 1969. These reporta have 
been forwaraed to IV Corps. Liaison Officers have been notified of these 
occuranoes and have been directed to infom the advisors of this problem 
area. 

c. para. 2B (3), (c), page 9: kon-concur. >iiniport hoses from con- 
necting pipelines are a standard length - 25 ft. This length allows the 
pilot to position the aircraft so that the 25 ft hose can be brought under 
the tailboom irrespective of wind direction. If specific exceptions are 

brought to the attention of this headquarters, corrections can be made. 

d. para 2B (4) (c), page 9: Concur. 

e. para 2B (5) (o), page IGj Concur. 

f. Para 2B (6) (c), page 10: Concur. 

g. Para 2B (7) (c), page 11: Concur. 165th aviation Group KVW Fre- 
quency publication gives the correct procedure when using uncontrolled 
airfields. 

h. Para 2B (8) (c), page 115 It is the policy of this command that 
0-1 aircraft will not be used for administrative missions. This headquar- 
ters does not schedule such missions and constantly advises liaison officers 
to inform supported units of this policy. 

i. Para 2E (1), (c), page 12: On 20 Jun 69, the communications sec- 
tion of the 164th CAG submitted a compiled report of Status of Survival 
Badioa to 1st ^vu Bae, listing the equipment on hand; operative; inopera- 
tive; and equipment on requisition, VhC 68 radios are arriving in this 
unit. The 244th tCfh  Co. (Surveillance Airplane) has received 12 radios. 
Priority is for the 244th ATO Co., the two 0-1 companies and then helicop- 
ter units. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

^VBiiCi-i-Ü    (U AUfe by)    let InU    29 August 1V69 
blibJiiüTt    cyerutionul Keport - LeBBona Learned of the 13th CAü for the 

feriod imdint 31 July 196% KCo, Güi'utt-b5 (ill) 

j.    Paru ^G (.1), page 12:    The batdo concept of this t/pe aircraft 
idalntenonce is good.   Airther inveatigation reveole that the aircraft 
Btablee conaieto of the ^aintonanoe officer, muintenance eupervisora ana 
^.tne ^araonnei ^4us t-he PI wpltf-of aft4 gunner ^erfonu luwedtate uwintenunoe 
bli Hie airundt.    'i'lds j^miUdLu'e ib folloued ill Ulö Liujuiii/ bi: tltift Uililb 
in thia coiuiuund.. 

/JACK M» TUtilHSOW 
1 Colonel, Infantry 

Comuanding 

DISTRIBUTIGKJ 
2-Dii, ATTIu    ACSFOH 
1-CG, Ist AVii Bde, ATTI'J:    AVB^GC-O 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

-i',lllIIU..J„.J.l>JW 

AVBAGC-0 (14 Aug 69) 2cL Ind 
SUBJECT«    Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 15th Aviation Battal- 

ion (Combat) for the period endine 51 July I969, RCS CSPOR-65 
(RI)    (0) 

DA, ffiADQUARTEIiS, 1ST AVIATIOH BRIGADE, APO    96584 9 SEP 1969 
THROt    Comnundinß General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN«    AVHGC-DST, 

APO   96575 
Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTNi    GPQP-OT, 
APO   96558 

TOi        Assistant Chief of Staff for Porce Development, Department cf the 
Army, Washington, D.C.    20510 

1. (U)   This headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with 
the contents as indorsed except as noted below« 

2. (c)   The following additional comments are considered pertinent: 

a. Paragraph 2(B)(1), page 8, addresses insufficient  electronic navi- 
gational aids in the Delta region of South Vietnam,    The feasibility of 
placing navigational aids at Tra Vinh, Vi Thanh, Each Gia and Moc Hoa has 
been referred to the 165th Aviation Group  (Combat) for evaluation and 
recommendations, 

b. Paragraph 2(E)(1), page 11, addresses the shortage of aircrewman 
ET-10 survival radios in the supply system.    The BT-10 radio is being 
replaced by the M/URO-68 as the standard survival radio.    56OO AN/DRG-68 
radios are expected to arrive in Vietnam by the end of calendar year 1969» 
Those radios are DSARV command controlled items.    Priority of issue has 
been established as follows«    Aviation Company (Surveillance Airplane), 
Aviation Company (Observation), Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter), 
and Aviation Company (Assault Support Helicopter)/(Heavy Helicopter). 
Units have been advised to requisition radios through AHMC channels and 
repair parts through 1st Logistical Command supply channels.   Responsi- 
bility for repair has been delegated to the aviation electronics support 
companies of the 54th General Support Group,    120 M/üEC-68 radios have 
arrived to date and been distributed in accordance with the above priority« 

c. Paragraph 2(G)(l), page 12, proposes that a daily supervised air- 
craft maintenance period be conducted at company level.    Concur ±a princi- 
ple.   Although a supervised maintenance period for all assigned aircraft 
and crews at a specific time each day can be a workable solution for some 
unitS| it is not possible for all aviation units because of varying missions« 
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GONFIDENTIAL 

ATOAGC-O  (14 Aug 69) 2d Ind      S $EP 1969 
SUBJEGTi    Operational Report - IjesBons Learned of the IJth Aviation Battal- 

ion (Combat) for the period ending Jl July 1969, RGB CSPOII1-65 

(HI)    (U) 

The recommending unit was notified of approval on daily supervised main- 
tenance periods for their unit but not as a command policy» 

FOR THE COMAHDERl 

OS" I 
15th Avn Bn (Cbt) 

ARTHUR/ntJTTLB 
CPT AGG 
Ant KQt» 
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CONFIDENTIAL" 
AVHGG-DST (1A Aug 69) 3d Ind 
SUBJECT« Operational Report-Lessons Learned of the 13th Aviation Battalion 

(Combat) for the Period Ending 31 July ;.969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)(U). 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2 5 SEP 1969 

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Array, Pacific, ATTNJ GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

1. (U) This headquartt s has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period nding 31 July 1969 from Headquarters, 13th Aviation 
Battalion (CwubuL)."^^" 

2. (C) Comments follow: 

a. (C) Reference item concerning "Navigational Aids", section II, page 8, 
paragraph 2B(1); concur. The 165th Combat Aviation Group has coordinated with 
the 13th Combat Aviation Battalion for the establishment of the navigational 
aids. Personnel provided by the using unit will be trained by the 165th Com- 
bat Aviation Group as navigational aid operators« Using units will provide for 
site security. USARV has approved a request from the 165th Combat Aviation 
Group to laterally transfer six beacons to using units for their use at Vi 
Thanh, Tra Vinh and Rach Gia. 

b. (C) Reference item concerning "Uncontrolled Airfields", section II, 
page 10, paragraph 2B(7); nonconcur. The Tactical Aerodrome Directory pro- 
vides the correct procedures to be followed. In addition, the Directorate of 
Civil Aviation has established the VHT frequency of 118.1 as a common frequen- 
cy at uncontrolled airfields. 

FOR TFS COMMANDER: 

Cy fumi 
13th Avn Bn 
lat Avn Bde 

WILSON 
1LT,  AGC 
Assistant Adjutant General 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAIS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

GPOP-DT (14 Aug 69)     4 th Ind   (U) 
SUBJECT:    Operational  Report of HQ,   13th Aviation Battalion  (Cbt)   for 

Period Ending 31 July 1969,  RCS CSFOR-65  (Rl)   (U) 

HQ,  US Army,   Pacific,   APO San Francisco 96558   4     0CT69 

TO:    Assistant Chief of Staff  for Force Development,   Department of the 
Army,  Washington,   D.  C.   20310 

This headquarters concurs  in  the  subject report  as  indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

5^^ 
CPT, AGG 
Awt AO 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVT-ABN-GG ^ August 1969 
SUHJIKT: Operations.' ."lepjrt - Lessons . .oaraed of the 13th Aviation 

Datta'.ion (Combat) for the period ending J   Ju'y 1969, HCS 
GSFQU65 (21)  (U).  "'Sth ITattai-n Aircraft Status 
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