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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 7th Battalion 15th Artillcry
APO San Francisco 96368

AVGK=AB=CO 31 July 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 7th Battalion 15ti artillery for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) ()

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (6) Section ) Siendficant Activities.
a.  Gagersl.

(1) Throughout the reporting period the battalion continued its
assigned mission of general support to US, RVNAF and FWMAF, reinforcing
the fires of the 3d Battalion, 319th Artillery in the Dan Coungelee AO,
Both A and B Batteries remained under the battalion control, At the
beginning of the reporting period Battery C continued temporary attach=
ment to 524 Artillery Group and was further attached to the 2d Battalion,
17th Artillery, The battery's mission is general support of US, RVNAF,
and FWHAF in the Hines A0, On 21 July 1969, Battery C wes placed OPCON to
the 34 Battalion, 6th Artillery, continuing temporary attachment to 52d
Artillery Group, with no change in mission, Battery C, 2d Baiialion 17th
Artillery contimies temporary attachment to this bettalion, On 26 May
1969, the bettalion received the semimanmal Command Inspection conducted
by IFFORCEV Artillery, receiving a rating of satis factory,

(2) During this period, Headquartci's ani Headquarters Battery re=
mained at LZ Uplift (BR9O28755) providing command control to the battalion
elements. On 27 June 1969, a TAC CP consisting of thc battalion FDC and
solected operations personnel moved to LZ Pony, At 010001 July 1969, this
element began opcrations as an Artillery Control Ageney (ACA) providing
FSCC functions for US/RVN Forccs in Hoai An District. This ACA was

FOR oT vT
b9333
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
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AVGKwAB=CO 31 July 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 7th Battalion 15th Artillery for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR=65 (R1) (U)

established at the direction of the 41st Artillery Group as roquestod by tho
Commanding General, 173d Airborne Brigade, A NortheSouth FCL wns cstabe
lished along the Phu My/Hoai An Digtrict boundary, 7th Bettalion, 13th
Artillery continues FSCC functions for Phu My Distriet and 3/319th Lrtillery
contimies FSCC functions in Binh Dinh Province north of Hoai an/Phu My
Digtricts. The EasteWest FOL along the northern boundari.s of Hoai An and
Phu My remains in effect, On 13 June 1969, Captain Richard E, Fisher
assumed command of Headquarters Battery vice Ceptain Alonzo B. Ramsay,
During July, a new Exocutive Officer, Major John E. Doggs, Jr., and S=3,
Major William J, Emacio, joined the battalion 1. July 1963 and 17 July

1969, respectively, Construction of a new BOQ bunker was comploted on

25 May 1969, The structure provides living quartcrs for eight officers
with provisions for visiting officers. Construction began on a new Heade
quarters Battery Crderly Room on 4 July 1969, This facility will provide
offices for the Battory Commander and First Sergeant and will contain a
supply room, All perimeter fighting bunkcrs of Headquarters Battery are in
process of being renovated or rebuilt. The cstimated completion date of
both projects is 1 September 1949,

(3) Bettery 4, located at LZ Pony (BR800829) contimued the assigned
nission of general support to US, RVNAF and FWMAF in Lee A0, reinforeing
3d Battalion, 319th irtillery, On 22 July 1969, the 8 inch howitzer
platoon displaced Jrom LZ Pony to LZ Zager (BS878061) to fire upon imw
telligence targets in the Cay Biep monntains (BR9597) in preparation for
an operation conducted by lst Battalion, 503d Infantry. The platoon
returned to 12 Pony on 29 July 1969, On 14 May 1969, this battery rocdived
& rebullt 175m gun (124738); and 175mn gun (1T46 wns rotrograted
graded to COUS, The batiery received a scecond reouilt 175ma gun on 27
May 1969, when 12AT72 replaccd 124T82, In eomtimwmtion of the battery
area improvement program, the ammnition section completed new living
quarters during the first weck of May. The officcrs! quarters were
completed and occupied on 22 May 1969. During the first week of June, ex~
cavation was started for an improved ammunition storagc area, To date one
powder bunker is completed and a second projoctile bunkcr is nearing come
pletion, Remaining to be bullt is a socond powder bunker and fuze burker,
On 10 June 1969, Captain Gregory L. Crawford assumed coimand from Captain
Thomas D. Reddick, who was reassigned lor duty ac the battalion Assistant
S-3, During tho last two wecks of Junc, the battery assisted the battalion
FDC in preparing facilitics to assume its newly ascigned mission of es=
tablishing an Artillery Control .geney for Hoal An Jistriet offective
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AVGK=AB-CO 31 July 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 7th Battalion 15th artillory for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR~65 (R1) (U)

1 July 1969, Construction of a new projectile parapet; powder and fuze
bunkers, and renovation of gun pads began on 6 July 1969, Now porimetur
wire barriers, strongthening the overall defense of LZ Pony, is nearing
completion, Ammnition expenditures for the quarter worc 2292 rounds 8
inch on 622 missions, and 3806 rounds 175mm on 1138 miscions,

(4) During the reporting pertod, Battery B continucd ite mission of
general support of US, RVILF and FWMAF in Lee A0, rcinforcing the fires of
the 3d Battalion, 319th Artillery. The battery CP rerained at 1Lz Uplift
(BR928755). On 3 May 1969, the 175mm platoon conducted a two day raid to
LZ Zager (BS878061) to firc upon intelligcnce targets in the Fish Hook
area (BR6521), The platoon returned to LZ Uplift on 4 May and on 7 May
1969, the 175mm gun platcon displaced to LZ Zager wherc it remains to
contimie firing in the Fish Hook area, Battery B rcceived a somi-anmal
Command Inspection by IFFOACEV Artillery on 26 May 1969, Ovorall rating
of the battery inspected at both LZ Uplift and LZ Zagor was satisfaotory.

On 6 June 1969, the 8 inch howitzer platoon displaced to LZ Crystal
(BRB95664) to fire in support of the Capital RCK Infantry Division durd

Phase I of "Operation Bi Ho 23" comducted in thc Soui Cau Valley (BR8062§.
The platoon returned on 7 Junc 1969, On 13 June 1969, the & inch platoon
again displaced to LZ Crystal to support Phase II of "Cperation Bi Ho 23"

and the platoon returned on 15 June 1969, The platoon rcceived a rebuilt
175mm gun, 12AU51 on 11 Juno 69, and 175mm gun 124T56 was retrograded to
CONUS, A second rebuilt 175mm gun, 122500, was reccived 3 July 1969 at

LZ Zager to replace 12AT60. On 6 July 1969, the 175mm gun platoon's 10,000th
round was fired sincc the platoon was retubed from 8 inch to 175mm on 30
November 1968, AL LZ Uplift on 10 July 1969, Battery B fired the battalion's
250,000 round since arrival in Vietnam in July 1967, Present ot the cercmony
wowe Colonel Josoph C, Kiefo, Commanding Officer, 4ist artillery Group and
the Battalion Commander, Lieutenant Coloncl Henry E. Simpson, Jre On 26
July 1969, the battery conducted artillery orientation classes for team

144, D/l/303d In’antry at LZ Uplift, Twenty enlisted men and one officer
attended. Subjects discusscd or demonstrited werce firing battery procedures,
fire direction center procedures, laying the bL:ttiory end ammunition chr race
teristics, During the reported period, an additicnal room was added to

the motor pool to store PLL and a MI09 ghop wan displaced to LZ Zagor to
provide administrative «nd storage capabilitics for a platoon motor pool
operations. New ammunition bunkers arounu the sun pads are being constructed.
A 1000 inch rifle range was constructed enabling the bottery to familiarize
and test fire all small arms to include .50 caliber machine guns. On 25 June
1969, the battery wes given the mission of constructing a transicnt platoon
fire basc at LZ Zager, Excavation for the six buildings began on 28 June
1969, 4ilsoc constructed during the period was a ten room NCO Quarters and
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AVGK~AB=CO 31 July 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 7th Battalion 15th Artillory for Poriod
Ending 31 July 1969, KCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

two fighting bunkers. During the reporting period 1320 8 inch rounde wore
expended on 475 targets and 3249 175mm rounds werc expended on 961 tarsetss

(5) Battery C contimied its mission of general support of US, RVILF
and FUMAF in the Hines A0. At the beginning of the renorting period, the
battery continued temporary attachment to the 2d Battalion, 17th Artillery
52d Lrtillery Group, On 21 July 1969, Battery C was placed OPCON to the
3d Battallon, 6th Artillery with no change in mission. On 1 June 1969, the
2d Squadron, lst Cavelry moved to Phan Thiet and was roplaced at LZ Blacles
hawk by the 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry (Mcchonized), 2d Battalion, 8th
Infantry (Mechanized) has its own LNO/FO portics permitting the battery to
be relieved of LNO/FO commitments previously nrovided to 2/lst Cavalry.

On 15 June 1969, and 26 June 1969, the battery 175mm guns were tubed with
two M113El, 175mm autofratauged tubes designed to have 2 longer tube lile.
These tubes aro undergoing in=country toste. The battery was informed

that all zone 3 rounds must be fired with additiv. jockets; the tube must
be bore-scoped and have a pullover gauge test every 300, 500, and 700
rounda; and after 700 rounds have been .ired the borcscope and pullover
gauge test will be conducted every 100 rounds thereafter, On 19 July 1969,
First lieutemant Robert W, Riddle assumed command from Captain James S
Shields. Improvemcnt of position contimued during this reporting period.
New personnel quarters for the four hovditzep sectlons end renovation of all
gun parapets were completed. Relocaticn of “he rointoncnce section and
motor pool, positioned on the north side ¢f the battory area, was completod,
Three additiomal living quarters for the maintenance scction, commumnications
gection, and the mess section were also completeds The battery improved
the perimeter by replacing overhead cover on all bunkers and installing
additional claymore mines, &n interdiction program wus irplomoited, am=-
ploying M79 and Ml6 fires on tho perimeter. The battery recelved a star=
light scope on 8 June 1969 to improve obscrvation from the perimecter at
night. JAmmunition cxpenditure for the quarter was 2206 rounds 8 inch on
645 missions end 178 rounds 175mm on 329 missions.

(6) Servicc Battery ramuinod at Camp Fidel (BR900400) providing
personnel sarvices and loglstienl support to tho batteries of the battalion,
On 10 June 1969, Captain Hans D, Langhammer assuncd command from Captain
John W, O'Reilly, Jr. Tho policy of maintaining the batter: supply sections
under the centralized control of the S-4 is continued, During the reporting
perlod Service Battery removatcd their mess hall, initiated the building of
o now motor pool, and plamned for a new EM transient quarters, On 26 May 1969,
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AVGKmiB-CO 31 July 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 7th Battalion 15th Artillcry for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR~65 (R1) (U)

the bottery received its semleanmunl Command Inspection eonducted by
IFFORCEV Artillery and obtained a rating of satisfactory,

(7) Bettalion orgarization is shown in Inclosures 1 and 2,

(8) Battelion displ:coments are shown in Inclosurc 3.

be  Intellizence.
(1) Enomy Situation:

(a) Enemy ictivity:s Enemy activity in the Lee AO has beon character
ized mainly by boobytraps, mining, and small unit contacts. The majority
of the boobytrapping and mining has takcn place in the northern portion
of the 40 and in the vicindty of the Dam TraeO lake (BR9681), Small unit
contacts have not been confined to any particular area. The latter part of
the reporting period has shown & slizht inerease in cnemy activity with peak
of tho summer offensive occurring between the seventh and seventeenth of
July 1969,

(b) Enemy Units: The major encmy units reported in the Lec LO ave as
follows:

ESTIMATED

UIT APPROXIMATE LOCATION STRENGTH
XC 11th Bn BR9/48941 205
C/1 Inf Co BR998665 60
C/2 Inf Co BR930707 60
D/21 Iaf Co BS850065 35
D/22 Inf Go BR78490/, 90
D 35th Inf Co BS©13124 27
D 40th Sappor Co BS384083 80

(c) Enemy attacks on fire bases have been mainly from enemy mortar,
There was one major sapper attack agninst LZ English, during the month of
May, which resulted in onc US KIA and eleven WL., The attack was believed
conducted by sappers of D=35th Company., There have becen no major ground
attacks during the reporting period.
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AVGK~AB-CO 31 July 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report: of the 7th Buttulion 15th .rcilicr, for Period

Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR=65 (R1) (U)

(2) There are two hundred and twenty parsomncl in the battalion who
possess o secret or higher clearance., During the reported period fiftye=
four personnel with clearances worg debriefed, thirty-clght clcarances 'rare
validated and eleven personnel were procossced for initiul clemrances,

(3) A Battory forward obsorvers wore deployxd Lo uhu Hawknost
(BR934395), a high altitude obsorvation post which is loenied in the
Cay Glop Mountains, This site affords ecxccllent obscrvction of the Cay
Glep Mounteins and the lowlond from QL-1 to the coast, The battalion pro-
vided an air observer to thc 173d hirborne Brigedc at LZ Znglish (BE875011)
until 22 June 1969, whon he requirement for on officcr L0 wns terminated,
duc to the lack ¢f airerafl., The battalion stili continuce to provide an
enlisted AD for the 173d Airborno Brigade. The bolow is & listing of Fots
employed other thon thosc deployed to the Haivknest fro. B.trery fa

IT Essor Employed by 52d Artillery Group in From 26 May to
gupport of operation in Bon Het area 30 May

LT Esser Fmployed by 1754 hirborne DBrigade to From 2 July to
4th MSF Battalien in 4n Lao Valley 20 July
arca (BR7699)

LT Ohman Employed by 173d Adrborne brigode to Fron 21 July
4th MSF Battalion to 27 July

(4) Tho battalion conducted an aggressive VIP progran during the res
porting period, The 7th Battaliom, 15th Artillery spent $21,00CVN and tho
attached unit, C/2/17 Artillery, spont $23,600VN, The types of aommnition
reccived varied from a 175mm shell to small crms aremunition, The following
is a list of itoms reccived under VIP: 1 = 175mm choll, 2 = 155mm shells,

16 « 105mm shells, 8 = 82rm shells, 20 - 60mm shells, 1 - 40mm shcll, 4 = 107
RR rounds, 100 ~ 79 rounds, 8 = M2 LiW, 1500 - smll arms armio roupds,
4 = claymore mines, 2 = satchol charges, 1 = B4O Rocket, and 1 SKS rifle,

(5) The meteorological section conducts four flights daily, Helease
time is at 0200, 0800, 1400 and 2000 hours and broadecst time is 1# hours
after oach roleeso, Prior to 28 May, all metro soundings were visusl onlye
On 21 May 69, the mstro section was issucd a Rawin set. Installation, calie
twmtion and familiarization required seven days ~.. at 281400 riay 1969, the
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AVGK-AB=CO 31 July 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 7th Battulion 15th Artillery for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

meteorologlcal section resumed electronic operations. The metroe section
produces and broadcasts both the NATO message for manual fire misslons and

also the computer message for FADAC computed fire missions. 7t 3attalion,
15th Artillery also furnishes raw weather data to Phu Cat Air Bose. This raw
data consists of temperaiire, &ir density, winds at verious levels and numidity.
This data is used for aircraft missions, IFFORCEV Artillery cited ti.o 7th
Battalion, 15th Artillery meteorological section for outstnading performance,
for the period 16 May 1969 to 15 June 1969, for producin-. 123 f a possible

12, soundings, The meteorologlcal technician, CWO Reed, cdepariusd PGS on

25 Jily 1569,

c., QOperations and Treining Activity.
(1) Plans:

(2) The Hoai An District Fire Support Plan is current.y under revision.
Forward observers from th: 3d Battalion, 319th Artillcry and 7th Battclion,
15th Artillery are supervising plonning «nd “iring in of defensive tarzets
(DTts) by Reglomal Forces, Popular Forces and Revolutionory Development Teams
in Hoal An District in support of the district Phase II 1969 Pacification Flan
which began 2 July 1969, Firing of the DT is acjusted by the Vietncmese forces
on the groundy and firin: is accomplished by B/3/221 ARVI" Artillery, a 105mm
platoon at LZ Orange, vhenever possible, Vistnamese forczec show an interest
in the employment of DT''s for their fire support.

(b) On 1 July 1969, the Commander, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery was assignec
responsibility to plan for Steel Cakle Bravo, a contingency in <he Lec A0, and
excecute vhen directed by the Commardin . Officey 41st Artillery Zroup.

(2) Operations: oL

{a) Of the 267 bettory days availcble in this poriod 263 batiery days
were utilizec to provide heavy artiller, support for tactic-l oper..tions znd
four battery days were used for tactic:1 displacements.

(b) The Artillery Control Ageney (ACA) was est-blished by Comannding
Officer, 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery as dircet.d by Comanding Officer,
41st Artillery Group in Hoai An at 010001 July 1969 per request of the
Comnanding General, 173d Airborne Brigede. The [ive prineiple functions
ol tiie ACA ara:

1 Perfors FSE functions for US a.« RVN mamuevor foregs in loai An District.

7
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SUBJECT: Operatiomal Report of the 7th Battalion 15th Artillery for Period
Ending 31 July 1959, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (J)

Plan, allocate and tactically control all US fires in Hoai An District,
’
3 Provide tecnhical fire direction control of org.nic units in Lee AO,

Obtain political/military clecrences and log stats through the
Artillery LNO at LZ Orange and disseminate this infoirm tion to units capable
of firing into Hoai An District,

5 Reoeive and pass all air advisories from five unibs located in doad
Aa District, te 7th Battalion, 13th Artillory for broaccosiing.

{e¢) The Capital ROK Infantry Divisien's "Opcration Bi Ho 23" wus supported
by 8 imch howitzer platocn of Battery B, on 6 Jute 69 to 7 June 69, and 13
June 69 to 15 June 69 from LZ Crystal. The platoc: exnended 56 EE rownds
in eupwort of the operation.

(@) oOn 3 May 1969, B Battery 175m - platoon conduct ¢ a two day raid to
LZ Zager to fire upon intelligence tarets in the Fisl Hook are:. The pla=
toon returned to LZ Uplift on 4 Muy 1969 and on 7 Moy 1969 the 175mm gun
platoon disploced to LZ Zager wiere it remaines to coivinue firing in the
Fish Hook area,

(e) On 22 July 1969, A Battery 8 inch howitzer platoon displaged from
LZ Pony to LZ Zager to fire upon intolligence taryots in the Cay Giep Mountains
in preparation for an operation conducted by lst Battolion, 5033 Infantry.
The platoon returned to LZ Pony on 29 July 1969,

(3) Training:

’

(2) The battalion contimied training in fire direction, firing tettery,
safe Ariving, meintemnce, communications, s-curily, ficld Lanitation, safety,
perimecter defense and command -informetion. With tle excention of safe drive
ing and commend informatiosn, training wes conducted at scction levels

(b) A1l newly assigned perscnnel continue to receive an intunsive op=
erational and administrative oricntation briefing by the battalion ond ussigned
batteries,

(¢) During the pericd threc Eil and one offlcer graduated from the 4lst
Artiliery Group Foruard Observer School at An Kie. Six cificers gracuwated
from tha 52d Ar.ilicry Group Fire Direction Officer Schcol at Pleiku,

(@) On 14 J-ne 1969, a team of tochnicians from 554th Maintonance/86th
Maintonance Battalion instructed and familarized the Headquarters KIT porsonnel

8

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVGK=AB-CO : 31 July 1969
SUBJECT: Operatiomal Report of the 7th Battalion 15th Artille.y for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

with the components and operation of the AN/GRC-142, The headquarters commun~
{cations personnel then instructed firing battery communications personnel
in the AN/GRC-142,

(e) On 16 July 1969, a maintenrance technicilan frow 4lst Artillery Group
Headquarters, S-4 section, instructed the PLL clerks of Batteries A, B,
Headquarters and Service concerning proper records Leeping ond %echniques of
meintaining units prescribed load lists amd repair parts,

(£) On 10 July 1969, the bettalion communications section conducted a
class on preparation of the new DD 173 mossage form recently inplemented
worldwide,

(g) On 26 July 1969, B Battery conducted artiliery orientation classes for
Team 144, D/1/503d Infantry at LZ Uplift. Tweiuty enlisto] men and one officer

attended, Bubjocts discussed were firing bottery procecures, fire direction
procedures, laying the battery and ammunition characteristics,

do Ieglatics.

(1) During the reporting period tie S-4 section continued to supply the
batteries of the battalion with Class I, III, and V,

(2) Significant items issued during thc period were:

NOMENCLATURE QUANTITY
Recovery Vehicle M578 1ea

Gun, Fleld Artillcry MIO7 5 ez

Radio Sets AN/GRGw1,2 7 ca

Light- 8ets 3

Light Lumber 20,002 ‘Borrd Feet
Heavy Lumber 167,000 Bourd Feet
Cament 400 Bags
Serecn Wire 6 Rolls
Roofing Paper 210 Rolls
Electrical Wire 14=2 1500 Feet
Crushed Rock 48 Gu Foot
MNeils, common 900 Pounds

(3) Ammnition delivered to the firing batteries by the battalion ammunm
ition section amounted to 10,061 sach projcctiles, fuzes, and aropellent
chargos. Additional rounds were supplied by firln; battery trains.
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o Glvil Affolrs.

(1) During the reporting period the battalion provided scveral wircmen
to assist the Phu My District Advisors in installation of electric street
lights in the city of Phu My, The battalion also particiuted in o protoct
to repair two kilomcters of road in the Hoai An District.

"2, The battalion furnishcd the follewing mitcrial to Hoal Au District
for construction of approved Civic Action Projocts.

(a) 400 1bs of cement
(b) 30 bourd feet of lwiber
(e) 50 1bs of clothing

(3) As part of a civic action program, 800 lbs of odiilc garbage from
the A Battery mess hall was provided to loc:l villagoers for animals,

(4) The battalion medical section provides MEDCAP services to an average
of 25 porsons deily through the battalion MEDCAP station ot L2 Uplift, This
permancnt aid station contimes to purfomm a vital mission in the area of
eivil affairs, and for miny of the patients, it is the only medical service
aveilable,

f. Pergonnel.

(1) During the reporting period, personnel and administrative operations
contimied on & relatively stablc bosis. Assigned losses Tor tie roporting
period were 191 personnel while gains werc L?Y pcrsonncl, Critical NGO
personnel shortages existed in 13B40 E-6, 13E40 E~7, 13E40 E-6, 13E40 E=5
and 76¥40 E-6, Tho following warrant officer persomiel losses during the
reporting poriod remain unfilled and are critical to opcration: unit perw
sonnel technician, vacant since 4 June 59; unit supply tochnician, wacant
since 27 May 69; and metoorological techrician, vacant since 25 July 1969,

At the conclumion of the reporting pcriod the strongth of the battelion was
98% of assigned versus authorized,

(2) The established goal of the Public Informrtion Program of this bete
talion 1s 100% coverage, which meons at least one Loms town news reloase per
individunl per year, and more frcauently whon warranbted, WNews rclonses are
obtained frowy ench individual vhe is nouly assigned, is promotcd or recoives
an avard, The purpose of this program is to insure thot all personncl are
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appropriately recognized by tho news media for their accomnlishments and
activitios, During tho reporting perioed th- tettolion ha propared and
forwarded more than 145 hometown nows rcleases,

(3) The tattalion has contimued a vigorous awrds and decorations prom
graa over the roporting period. The purposc of this program is to appro=-
priately recognize individunl valor, achicvement a~d scrvico, The t-ttalion
forwerded more than sevuaty recommendations for aw.rds "d hie »ace’ L sixtywe
six approved awnrds which were either proesentod or forxded to the indivie
dualte nev duty station,

g Qther.

(1) Maintenance:

(a) The 1104107 Quarterly Maintcnance Program coutinucs to h- SuCCessw
ful in reducing weapon down timo for maintemnce, In edcition, ercws are more
knowledgeable concerning maintemanec of the gun/howitzer due to the instruom
tion received during the quarterly mr atenznce,

(v) During tho reporting period, this battalion retrosraded the follow
ing 1-5107 guns,

BATTZRY CAHNON # REPLACED . DATE
A 124738 124746 g L May 1969
A 124772 124782 27 Moy 1969
B 124051 124756 11 Jun 1969
B 127500 124760 2 Jul 1969
C 124732 124005 8 Jun 1969

(¢) Battery G located ot Landing Zone Blackh .tk hes received far tosting,
the new MI13El 175mm gun tube which hus an expecicd life of 1200 EFC rounde,

(d) This battalion has organized a Eattelion Comwund Maintenance Managem
ment Inspoction (CMMI) Team to further improve equipmont maintonance, This
action has greatly improved the equipment condition ond equipment records
throughout this unit, To date each battery has beon inspeeted at lecst twles
by this team,

(2) Medical: During the above period, ths battelion surgcon visited all
the atteries treating individuels for o variety of disorders, and performing
routine ficld and mess inspections, Tae progran to skin test (Tine) all

n
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AVGEaAB-0O 31 July 1969
ST3JICT: Operntionnl Report of the 7th Buttnlien 15th Artillcry for Poriod
Ending 31 July 1969, RGS CSFCR-65 R1) (1)

assigned personnel for tvhareulosis wos continued vith no cetive cases notod,
This program has bocn contimued due to the lLlgh incidence of iui-reulosis
among the eivilinn population of Vietnum,

Minor Injurios 140
Dorntolovical Lisordewrs 81
Vencral D, seases 17
Neurcpsyciiatric Cescs 9
Hospitelized Injuries 9
URI 9
Dierrheas 7
FuUo 3
Mrlaria 2
Meoe Illnesses 373
TOTAL CASES TREATED 650
Man days Jost i+ hospit.:l 103
Man days Lost i. quarters 11
Immigrations 375

(3) Commnications: Communieation within the battzlion contimued to
function efficiontly, During tho reporting pcriod, this battalion reeeived
seven AN/GRC-142 (AM mndios) and have instclled sots nt .7 English, LZ Pony,
LZ Blackhawk, and LZ Uplift, Coincident to tho Artillery Clearing Agency
being established at LZ Pony, the communicetions scetion installed seven
M rodios with RC=292 anteams, completod AC wiring for the bunker complex,
and instillod secure voice ogquipmont. In addition to insuring contimuing
commusications throughout the battalion, the communication section begon
construction of & new com:unications shop facility. Tho facility will
house offices for the communication officor and comwnications chisf, the
headquerters switehboard, the radio repair section, and o combined wire
oquipment and PLL room, Estimated detc of completion of tho fecility is 10

2, (C) Lessona Learned: Commapder's Obsorvntions, Evaluction and
Rogommondations.

a. Personnel. None

bs QOpcrationg.
(1) Graphical Firing Toble (GFT) for Zone 2, 175mm Gun:

12
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4 VGK=AB=CO 31 July 1969
5.JBJECT: Oporatiomal Roport of the 7th Hattdion 15th Artillery for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RC5 CSFOR=65 (R1) (U)

() Observation: The GFT for sonc 2, 175mm gaun is apnlicable to a maxe
imur ‘range of 20,500 meters, while the Tabu:~r Firing Totie (%) gives o
maximg range of 22,000 mctors for the same zono. The M8 computcr (FADAC)
can produce firing deta for gzono 2 up to approximately 2%,500 r 4tcvs, Zone 2
is utilized instead of zore 3 whenever the situntion pormits to prolong the
tube life of the 175mm o,

(b) Evnluation: Ma:.2l eomputation of firing datr for zone 2 above 20,500
meters can be accomplished only Yy using the TFT, This is a slow and cunbers=
sone procedurc bedause intorpolation is requirod to determine a new clevation
for aach of the observer corrcctions,

(0) Recommordations: That the zone 2 GFT be modificd to include ranges
in excess of 22,500 metors to expodite mamml comput~tion of firing data, A
greater range such as 22,800 moters would zllew for o favorable mot.

(2) Blocking Fires:

(a) Observation: In the plannins of blocking fires and firing of traf®
runner missions (trail runncr is a known or suspected enomy infiltrction
or supply route), the chcvt work and computing can becomc extensive for
heevy artillury unit,

(b) Bwaluation: Theso types of missions require the plotting of ewch
end point ond each point one hunired meters along . lins betwoon them, This
chart work can be greatly roduced without the loss of accuracy by the use of
FalAC,

(6) Recommendation: Thet each end point be plotted and chert data dem
termiied for eachs Onc end poiat is desigmeted ~s the cuserver, and the
othor end point is designated ae the tarzet, Survey date is detormined giwe
ing an erinmuth from the observer to the targot and a distance botween them,
The point which was designated the obscrver is plaoced in as the target and
firing data is obtained. The azirmuth botween the two points is used as an
OT direction and subsequent rounds are computed by ~dding equzl intorvels
throughout the ontire distance. Chart data is checked on esch end point
only and sukeejuent point is recorded to include the grid from PADAC, Mamual
chocks include the ciart data and firing dote for ench emd point, 4 visual
chack 1s mde to insure tht FADAC is applying o rolatively constant change
to defloction and quadrent, All altitude changos can be comprehonded by up
or down ghifts as appropricte, This method has reduced the computation timo of

3
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AVGE~AB-CO 31 July 1969
SUBJECT: Operatiomal Roport of tha 7th Battalion 15tn irtdl.i:ry for Period
Erding 31 July 1969, RCS CSF(iwmb5 (R1) (1)

treil runncrs for this unit by £ifty percont as an averugr uith no sacrifice
of nccuracy and hns proven sffoctive in observerd and unoservec .res.

(o) ZIxaizing, Nome
(¢) Iatolligope:: ¥ o

-7 }-
(leey”
—Tnek— HENRY SIM'PNN
as 110, Fiold Artil ory
Incls 1 - 4 wd HQ, DA Commzancing
DISTRIBUTION:
2=CINCUSARPAC, ATTN: GPOP.LT
3-CQd, USARV, ATTN:; AVHGC {DST)
6-00, 41st Arty Gp
1
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AVGE=CO (31 July 69) 1st Ind (U)
SUBJECT1 Operational Report of the 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery for
Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS, CSFOR-65 (R1)(U)

DA, Headquarters, 41st Artillery Group, APO 96368 14 kg 1969

T0s Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery, AITN: AVFA-
AT-D, APO 96350

This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report - lessone lLearned
for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from the Tth Battalion, 15th
Artillery and conocurs with the report.

%zszma’k

RAY 4. BURNELL, JR.
Colopel, Field Artillery
0 Commanding
Cy Rurns
0, 7/15 krty
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFA-AT-D (31 Jul 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery for Period

Ending 31 July 1969 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)
DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery, APO 96350
TO: Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFA-CG-0T, APO 96350
1. This headquarters concurs with the subject report,*
2, Reference paragraph 2b: To speed the computation of check data for the
FADAC the Fire Direction Officer School in Pleiku is instructing on the use
of "C" factor to compute a new quadrant,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

VN Y7
JAMES N, BEIL
Lieutenant Colonel, FA

Ad jutant

/b DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DICLASSIFED AFTER 12 VEARS.
CONFIDENTIAL 000 b s200.10



AVFA=GC-HIST (31 Jul 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report of the 7th Battalion, 15th artillery for Period
: Ending 31 July 1969 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (u)

DA, Headquarters, I Pield Force Vietnam, APO 96350  £.4SEP 1089

TO1 Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATri: AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375

This headquarters has evaluated subject URLL and forwarding indorsements
and concurs,

FOR THE COMMANDER$
odpec b ool
P e R
LT ASO )
0 -
Ck
1 - I FFORCEV Arty
1~ /lst Arty Gp

1 - 7/15th Arty
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AVRGC-DST (31 Jul 69) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 7th Battalion, 15th Artillery for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CBPOR-65 (Rl) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO 8an Prancisco 96375 11007 *=:%

TO0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

L. This headquarters bas reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters, 7th Bat-

2. Comments follow:

8. Reference ites concerning "Grasphical Firing Table (GFT) for Zome 2,
175am Gun", section 11, page 12, paragraph 2b(l); concur. Recommend that
the United States Army Field Artillery 8chool, Fort 8111, Oklahoma be tasked
to modify the GFT ss stated.

b. Reference item concerming "Blocking Fires", section 1I, page 13, pars-
graph 2b(2); concur. This item bas besn extracted and will be pudlighed in
a USARV Training Newsletter. Recommend further dissemination by USARPAC and
Mo

yor TuE comarome, %

cf | WILSON
nt, AGC )
Assistant Adjutant CGandial

Cy furn:
7/15th Arty
1 rev



GPOP-DT (31 Jul 69) 5th Ind

SUBJECT: Operationsal Report of HQ, 7th Battslion, 15th Artillery for
Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Aray, Pacific, APO Sen Prancisco 96558 2] OCT 89

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report ss indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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