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The classified or limited status of this report applies 
to each page, unless otherwise marked. 
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794.  THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE:  When government or other drawings, specifications or other 
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi- 
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government 
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and 
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any 
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not 
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing 
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights 
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that 
may in any way be related thereto. 
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DrPAHJt'luHi' 01   im  Ah! l 
H^MinUAKl';', u,   21/;rH  AV UTIDW HAlTALlCIJ  (CTKHhT) 

Ai'ü 3.-.'i Fr-nci^co    9^370 

8 Auru'Jt   1969 

Cor"* ' * O'     ^■£•/ 

iUPJiCI:    Opöratioml Report of th^ 214th Aviation BaU.-dion (ConK-4) 
for the Period Endin- 31 July 1969,  KC5 CiFOR-65(Rl)  ( U) 

^ee Distribution 

1.    (C)    Section 1,  Significant Unit Activitioa 

a. .  mission 

There were no chants or additions to the Unit Mssion 
diirinf this  renortinr period, 

b. Organization 

(1) There *»».<r    no changes  to the  fOS of the Unit dnrinr ihi3 
rcoortinr period. 

(2) UP of General Order 28B5 Hq 1st Avn Bde dtd 22 Jul 69,  this 
Battalion and attached units,  which included the  135th Avn Co  (Aslt Hol), 
were r-l^ased from assirment to th»    12th Avn Gp (Cbt)  and assirrncd to the 
164th Avn Gp (Cbt),   effective 1 Jul 69. 

c. P. rspmel Chanfres r.nd Status 

(1) Cotnnandin" Officer - LTC Rnn?ld J. 5tcven9   ISO 26 2757 (no 
change). 

(2) XO - CPT Gregory Pctrakis   125 ^6 7963 replaced Fa.i Edward L. 
Harris /,^T :% /W76 on 19 Jun 6$, Ma.1 Mlliarr A. Becsley 467  52 6582 replaced 
CFT PetraHs on 11 Jul 69. 

(3) S-4 - CPT Hr.nry G. Girard 053 2P 0510 vacated S-4 24 Kay 69, 
Kai  John F. Gallon 044 24 0967 assumed S-4 duties  23 Jun 69. 

(4) S-3 - Va^ Gary P.  Bergeron 043 26 f,208 replrced Kaj Lilian H. 
Over+^olser 5?5 ^U 4795 on 16 Jun 69. 

FoR   or uT 
[„91*00 
Inclosure 

D0WN6RADID AT 3 YUR IMTIRVAIS; 
DKIASSIFKD AFTER 12 YIARS. 

I DOD DIR 5200.10 

QoNr/oewr//\L 
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SUBJECT:    Operational Ktport  - Leaaona Learned 

(5) S-2 -  CPT Larry V. Eada  /M 40 0932 nr^cud  iLT James A. Knarr 
193  ^6 ^690 on 23 Jun 69. 

(6) 3-1  - CPT Gregory Petmkia   125 -'6 790 replaced CPT v;alter 
H.  Yatea  425 78  5054 on 22 May 69,   serving aß  Bn XO  22 Jun 69 -  10 Jul 69, 
in addition to 3-1  duties. 

(?)     135th Avn Co (Aalt Hel)  - MaJ Harry T. Woodmanse«    UJO IS  5998, 
no  change, 

(8) 147th  Avn  Co  (Aslt Sup Hel)   -       Maj  Frank  R. Meegan 259 50 
3809 replaced Maj Gordon M. Hunt 031  29 0064 on 29 May 69. 

(9) 162nd Avn Co (Aslt  Hel)  - Maj George W. Venti 033 24 0802 re- 
placed Ma.1  lobert K; Wirbt  284 24 9217  on 5 May 69. 

(10) 191st  Avn Co  (Aslt  Hel)  -        Maj Ervdn A.  Schmidt 462 46 4721, 
no change. 

(11) 335th Avn Co   (Aslt Hel) -      Maj Howard J. Stiles 081  32 5577 
replaced Maj Paul R. Riley 053 28 0315 on 25 May 69. 

d.    Unit  Strength aS of 31 July 1969. 

(l)    The authoriaed strength of the 214th Avn Bn (Cbt)  is  114 
officers,  242 warrant officers,  and 1,247 EM,  for a total authorized 
strength of 1,603.    A critical MDS shortage continues to  seist in the 
sunoly sergeant area.    It is now considered more acute than it was 3 
months apo.    The Battalion is authorized 7, 76Y40 supnly sergeants. 
At present 4 are assigned with 2 that are 30 day losses.    Mess sergeants 
are also critically short with 6 authorized, 4 assigned and »nc ■». 30 day 
loss.    The 164th Avn Gp (Cbt)    has indicated immediate relief cannot be 
expected in either of these MOS's. 

C2)    MIIITARY 

OFF WD. EM TOTAL 

AUTH   OM AUTH 0/ti AUTH O/H AUTH 0/ti 

HHC 19      18 3      6 85      96 107    120 

n5th 19      13 51     43 218    209 288    256 

iNCL COA/F/ßeMT/AL 

-'aÄsÄBCj;^..-..- .    ..:....L  .■- . .■.    ...^.vi^ggyfo,..       ... ^lJ/i.teJ1e»ffl(:uL.. 
IffiB^WK*^"^^ r 
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t\ v >.,L—ill L 

ilTJi-Cr;     ('pei-i.L.i.m^l Renort   - Lc^'jons   L"-u-n'.,d 

OFF IJO 

162nd 

1913t 

335th 

75Pth 

AUTH 

19 

19 

19 

1 

0 4i 

*10 

a* 

22 

24 

Ainu 

5 1 

51 

51 

0 

^-29 

41 

39 

42 

0 

11 
.MH'11 o/H 

«2R3 «248 

218 184 

217 193 

216 192 

8 5 

8 Aurust   19^9 

TOTAL 

AUTH      0 4i 

*33e      •,,f287 

288        249 

287 

2P8 

9 

254 

258 

*  Cobra Trnininr Team Included 

(3)     CI'vlLIAN 

The 214th Avn Bn ( Cbt)  is under the freeze i/.poacd by U3JRV 
on the hiring of Direct Hire and Program 6 personnel.    'Ith the departure of 
the 9th Infantry Division,  this  Battalion should he able to   fill its direct 
hire allocations in the near future. 

DAC VN 1. %t '1 Cpntr actor 

UNIT AUTH O/fc AUTH 0/H AUTH 0/H AUTH 0A1 

HHC 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 0 

n5th 0 0 7 0 0 0 n n 

^th 0 0 .-    9 9 0 0 0 0 

l62ni 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 n 

1919t 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

^5th 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 

7^8th 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Mnj-rftstration 

(l)     Casualties in the 214th Aviation Battalion (Combat) 

1NCL C ov <~/OByV ' 'AL 
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JUBJiiCT: 

XN :'/0 Ü-.V'/ /AL 

Oporational  iif.*poft - l,'^ .'!!.'■   I.i •:l••.■ if 
R Aufuüt   196V 

HO-'TILr- 

Liohtiy wounded ij 

V31 1 

I'lA 0 

HA 0 

wO!J-i-io:;; iii. 

I.ifl,' ly  wr,un'J d     ^ 

v-iJ 1 

KJA U 

(2)     Durinr  t'-is  n'-riod the    tot. t all on hid   16 or/ r^-ncy  l-v-.v s 
nnd  no  c ? oasaiomte  IP.-IVS. 

(0     63 til', were rronotcd;     17  to K/.,   U   to E5}  -md 5  to E6. 

(4)     Hoenlistrnvnt..    Th'    fnlJow^r- i^       '.r-.-ikdown by  cvterory of 
rfenlistmcnt  dmlnr? th-.  r-uai-ter: 

RA  ist Term 
6 

HA Career 
7 

AUS 
0 0 

TOl-AL 

13 

(5)     Awards and Decontions 

(a)    The Awards and Decorations propram has  shown r. marked 
increase in the  number of awards  submitted and received. 

3h 

UFC 

33MVn 

-o"A" 

(h)    Avards   for the ^uart.er 
S R 
3 2 
2 2 

34 IB 
75 35 

4 2 
33 in 
0 0 

ACK"V" 
ACK"S" 
ACK"A" 
Ali 
PH 
LOK 

5 R 

75 35 
50 l£\ 
0 C 

450 '^O 
35 20 

0 0 

(6)    Discipline: 

(a)     Administrative runishmmts   for this  reporting period were: 

Article 15Ts 
Special Courts Martial 
Stmnary Courts Martial 

102' 
6 

C o/V/^/O £/V 7'//)'/ 
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(7)    Special DervicoS: 

(a) rnito  of this latttxiion h-"vs; continued to  incrcasi. th'dr 
use of 3pocd'-'.l service  fr.cili ti »•  in »pjtc of  thu   nur.r.rous   construction 
projects  in process  it.  this time. 

(b) Unit'-i  con' i-aie' to utilize  the nuiT,.rou3 post fp.ciliti>-r., 
i.e.,  library, svantririf pool,  etc.,  in .-».deition to ttv-  rotion pi ctur, 
distribution center,  volley ball  and ba'öketbaH OQuipment.    The avaiL-ibili ty 
of r.necial services  eouipment hac   continued to be Satisfactory duriur the 
past quarter, 

(P)    RMtALE 

(a) Troop norale remains hinh < ven thonrh many of the units 
have to work  under austere conditions, 

(b) The transition of the 135th AG(AH)  at Bear Cat from the 
222nd i\B(C) to  the ?14th AB(C) \^a.s  carried out in an outstanding manner 
thus  enablinp the units morale to remain hi eh. 

(c) The Äxiiütiotl of competitive atViletdca in the form of volley 
ball and Softball has  enabled tha companies to better unriorstand o^ch other, 

(9)    CIVIC /vCIlON 

The  CIVIC ACTION T'Rür.RAU   for the months of 1 ay, June and July 
p.ecom^lishcd the following project-s: 

(a) Treatment of 189 persons in the refupoc village of Nam 
Donp by liSDCAP personnel, 

(b) Rodent control at Nam Donp and Bien IXic received atten- 
tion in the form of furnishing rat poison. 

(c) A 20'   by 20'   wooden buildin,- vnß  erected at the Binh  Due 
Hamlet to be  used as a day nursery. 

(d) Various amounts of fruit, vegetables and  candy wore do- 
livered to  Mam Don^. 

(e) The- comrrittee sent out letters to various orpfinizations 
ro^uestinp assistance in obtainine materials and clothing.    Thus far 
Allstate Insurance Company has   responded by setting up a st-^tc wide cai>- 
paicn in Mew Jersey   for the collection of used clothing. 

X 
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P-  kumi>i   1969 

(10)     QiAPLAin ACTIVITIES 

(a) ''All;  the dc-pail'u-t   M!
-
  l),,    n.\,  ii'iMjr.   fr-p..   L^n,;'1 ars., 

plan3   for  the   curv truction o f   i  '^i-in''!   in t.)..-   Ine;.!    IP-. I.-T»' 'Imjped. 

(b) l'he  nt-w Battalion Q-Kipl-iin nrriv'd  'J < .)uru    1'^ r> and  thi- 
opportunities   for worship have bei.-n  i nci'' (;.i;d. 

( c)     Chaplain':)  activit. J   :> n.-v  l< 
20 June to 31 July. 

ACTIVITY 

Group Vbrship 
Character Guidance 
Visits to Hc3pitnl 
Stockade &  Duty St,-ition3 
Memorial Services 
Counseling 

-ID: 

12 
12 
0 

1 
125 

'i   i i   £f ilows   fron. 

190 
1430 

233 

Llio Chfiplairi   for 

J.    A briofinF on the purpose of U.3,   involvori'.-iit-,  in 

(d)     A new pi-o^mm of l.iuvjp uiluii1.;itiaii Wy 
all   incoming truojo  vpa  liogtwi,    Th«  oriunt.d.ion includes 

Vietnam, 

2.    Briefing on religious  activities. 

2_.    Briefing on the use and misuse of drugs. 

(e) A letter is  sent by the Chaplain to the families of 
new personnel informing them that  their son/husband has  arrived,    Relifrious 
activities, how they can i.elp keep the soldiers morale high,  and how they 
can best reach him in case of an emcrnpney are outlined in the letter. 

(f) Cboperation with the 9th Eavision QiapXains  continues. 

(g) Weekly visits to the 335th AC(AH)  and the   135th AC(AH) 
at Bear Cat and the   147th AC(ASH)  at Vung Tau have been  regarding. 

f-    Intelligence. 

(l)     Security:     A total of one thousand and nineteen (1019)   Classi- 
fied Ibcruments were processed by the S-2 Section during this   reporting 
period,  of which nine hundred and eighty (980)  wore  Confidential and thirty 
ftifte  (39)  were Secret. 

C 
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(2)     Inspections: Tho ^-2 -"'cti on n ccdvi-d  three  (3)  irepections 
ci.>nducted by hirher htjadquarturs,  to  includu an  iull Inspection in   vAiidi 
all ar^'.s wtJro ratf d excellent. Thr   Dn 3-2      conductc-d a totaj. of  twoLvc 
(12)   irii-.pectionö  of the subordinate  units, 

P.    Pp.-ration^  and Tmining 

(l) HHC, the 1913t AC(All) and the 147th AC(A3H) w«r operational 
for the 92 dayü of this r^portin^ pt-ri.od. The nmaining cotnpanlea of tho 
Battalion wtTO operational as   follov.'i: 

(a)     135th  AC(/ai)  - 80  daya.    Tw-'lve  (12)  maintenance stand- 
down days  duritit-; t tau period. 

(b)     162nd f.J(/J0 
day durin," this   period. 

91   days.    One ( l)   innint> n'':ice stand-dov;n 

(c)     335th  AC(AH)   - 79 days 
down days  durinp this period. 

(d)    Operations. 

Thirteen (l3)  maintenance stand- 

(a)    The  recent  decision to  re-deploy the 9th U.S.  Division from 
Vietnam to  CONUS provided the 214th AB(C) the opnortunity to display its 
full understanding of the  capabilities of Army Aviation.    As oripinally plan- 
ned by the 9th Division,  the 2l4th was to shuttle troops  from Dong Tam to 
Binh  Due airfield (XS 478 450),  a distance of 5000 meters.    From Binh Due 
the troops were to board C-^19  for the flight to Bien Hoa and at Bien Hoa 
they were to board C-lM's   for the trip to  CONUS.    The 214th staff inmediately 
recognized the shortcomings inherent in this  arrangement.    First, the incon- 
venience to the troops was  readily apparent.    Secondly, the 0-123's would 
require a turn around time of at least one hour and a half di) while the 
CH-47C,3 of the  147th AC(ASH)  could make a round trip in fifty to sixty (50- 
60) minutes.    The  congestion at Binh Due, which has  no parallel taxi-way, 
would have been prohibitive with the 0-123'3 and CH-4713 attempting to land 
and t"ke-roff siraultnmously.    The 2l4fh proposed nfcking the move from Dong 
Tam to Bien Hoa an "All Army Show". Pointing out that the control of the 
troops would be rreatly enhanced not to mention the increased safety and 
comfort afforded the troops,  the 2l4th convinced the 9th Division that this 

1 

do/vf/£^r//iL 

Milll.,,,.-.       ,      .■..--..:r,-.,..      fljim^^^jgng^^g^ 
■'"■•'■'■■■-'—■- i, •.t,;^ iiMMHHittriiamiiiiiiiriir 1 



SU'vJECT:    Operational  Kinxjrt   - Li^i.icni)  !.*■ UTH 

P. Au.-uat   )'JiL) 

was the better  arrrincenient.     .'nncf t.hi:i   r.ov iu'-iU, hi'   i ■• r,   in 't'Uict  th«-- 
214th has  met   all acheduloa,  dcil virmp  Lh<;   t mops  in Ü.''  proper ordt-r,   tx> 
the correct   locat.lon,   and on Lim*'.    This  illusion will cant i riu^  unl 11   t.h-- 
9th  U.S.   [>ivi.3ion has  conpl'-ti-ly  du   fd mjt   o!'  I>an' TH.T, 

(b)     'Vlt.b  the ■Ifp-'.rt.iifr of '*■    .-'rift  itdc  '"/t.h   1 nl ■rtrv   M v j n iun, 
the   l62nd AC(KH)   assumt-'d support  o'   I h-;  '>l\\ A''.;: i.'jvi iicn.    "he-   l6^nd   pro- 
vides   ftfto»n  aircraft   per day with   H  prorr-mr^d hiad'   t.irri" of ''-''"() hours 
durinp a thirty  (30)  day period. 

(c)   The iQm :A^: .-  ^ ; M.,,.-.! >     ri-;-* •>,■   r^t H-I>-, 9th 
U.S.   Division with ten slicks,  one  r, Ä   1; furcr-iH. Hnt'  ! >nr  run  uhlps un 
a daily basis.     Search and doJiroy op ■ :• it itntr'   •-f 
emftiasis plaofed on  th«  .■: mrity of  !Vjtu', 'i i-   :  ■   •'. 

..M > d wi t.h   the 

(3)     Traini ng. 

(a) The Battalion runi.i nu-; d  ' o  t-ak«1 a.jvantaf«- of tH-   9th   divi- 
sions Old ReJiable Academy until  that   fa.MiLly H!iuL-<bwri op:»"nl-ions   for re- 
deployment to   CONUS.     All new rc,pl.?u,',in>--nt  p.'r^onnel  v/viv sent, t.o   U»^ Ac«<i"rry 
and received a   five  day Vietnam Orientation Course, 

(b) The Old Reliable  n fie   ranpe continues to bb  used by this 
Battalion for  familiarization firing of .all assigned personal weapons. 

h.    Loglatics. 

(1) During this  period normal aupoly activities  were   conducted by 
the units of this Battalion.    Several critical items were received during 
the quarter.    One of these items was the truck, 3/4 ^on V'fJ,  several of 
which were on requesition for up to  seven (7) months. 

(2) During this ouarter the shortage of Now-'x flicht suits  and 
ploves ves solved by several hand carry requisitions  directly to  depot 
stocks, 

(3) During the AGI,  all units  were   found to be excellent v 
outstanding on the supply inspection and satisfactory in maintenance. 

(4) The Battalion Headr-uarters  and two companies  are to be re- 
located.    The  1913t and l62nd AC s (AH)  will move to Can Tho,  while Battalion 
Headctuarters will relocate in Vinh Long.    It becamf   nece9S?j-y  for the units 
involved to  cancel all outstanding requisitions and re-establish  accounts at 
their respective  new locations.    This will result in a need to hand carry 
hiph priority requests  for urgently needed equipment. 

a 
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1.     Aircraft Mai nU'nance. 

m   A CMKJ   i^p'ctionof the   iWh  AC(A3H),   162nd AC(AH)   and  the 
3,5th   AC(li)   wSs ;, Id   Ey  the Battalion during,  the nnnths   oi  July and  Au^t. 

All arena  wre Satis fjictory. 

HHC 

iWti; 

l62nd 

1913t 

335 th 

135th 

M'MTH 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

(2)     Aircraft aligned ^ of 31   July   1969; 

Hi-ID 

AUl'H    0/H 

0 0 

MY 

JU^E 

JULY 

UH-jC 

AUTll    0/H 

0 

UH-lI' UH-1H CH-47C OH-6 

kUn\    0^      i^    0 ^      AUTH    2iH      Mil   C^i 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

f) 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

8 

8 

0 

8 

0 

6 

7 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23 

23 

23 

23 

2 

0 

17 

3 

16 

17 

0 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(3)    Overall Availability of Assigned Aircraft. 

UH-lB 

7<$ 

715S 

13% 

UH-1C 

7)% 

10% 

UH-lD 

79^ 

865? 

12% 

UH-1H 

15% 

eo% 

83% 

(4)    Parts JProcuraneüt: 

(a)     EDP Reouisitions Filled. 

^7th       msk       i&£ 

8& *■>% 22-5* 

75% 100^ 93^ 

81.5^ 85* 60* 

ism 
8?^ 

83^ 

CH-47A 

55% 

kb% 

y)% 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

CH-/,7C 

81^ 

&]% 

85% 

85? 

80? 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

tj.v^&^/Y^t- 

 ^-^^   ■   •■.:--^.-      ■   ■lürÜmmtiftfilr .^^^^ aa^^.^.....-;t.i^hr,n^-.^ 



• .    "«Mim 

AVGC-tC p  Auru;jt   1969 
3UBJBCT:    Operational Report - Leaaorw Learrvd 

(b)    lane Items  Fill. 

NDMI'H imh I9iat \h2\v\ jjUh r^th 

KAY\ 71* 82^ 60/'!'. '}'■'*> 

JU^E 79.8« 81« 64'^ 78/ lUl 

JULY 72.8;? 79« 70X m% lr.,l 

( c)    Routine Requisition Fill. 

MJMTH l^th I9lat l62nd Xl^M 135th 

HAY 17« 33« 53.1« iv/ 

JUNE 32« 40« 61,5« 2'S 75« 

JULY 30« 37« 50« 27« 68« 

(4)     Number of Line Items, 

WNTH 1i,7th liljt 162nd 335th 135th 

MAY 1396 933 901 970 

JUI£ 1396 920 905 1000 6c.O 

JULY  -       1396 920 905 1002 1032 

(e)    ASL Zero Balance. 

mam...   147th       mgt        i62nd 335th 135th 

MAY     -      350/39.2«     200/12.0«      75/0.3:2 53/6-2« 

JU^E •     343/38«       204/12.2«    68/7.4«       226/15.8«      427/41^ 

JULY 259/l8.5«      128/17« 83/9.2« 228/16.3^        4^7/41« 

\0 



\ 

■nwHHBWWIHIp       ' ""WWHWIIPP     ■M.ww.nm-JH« !»..<.■ ii 
-^..L   ...........JIIj^^J^JIIIH...    .1..    »A|'.-J»'^ 

C    i '^.v-/, 4;'./ L 

R Aujnist   1969 
Opvrational ffpurL - .!■: 'vjriü l.i MIT) (1 

(',.)     Air er   ft   fivii 
periodic   iri'^H'i'Li 

r •.■it3   hy   typ«     imlicit,.' l.;.--.i  ■ pM-r.x :;v.t,i Ly   'A/i 
i''i' li   ilui'! rir  Llii-;   cu'iri' r. 

M ::iii ''H.-l.-! 

S04 H7i 

WH-il' i'ii-rii f:H-47C 

f.vY 1 390 4961 1003 

..'UM'. S ^ 1.',Vj IS1^ 4714 1116 

.TLV 52l 1S76 1 V'-V ',;-r;'; 1055 

i ^tVty. 

(1) During: t.h.   : ,•■ .1, r-um-f-.r Lli>    iiit t-»Ijon  Hf-w 'M,   ''■4r)  hour^   '.nd 
sufferod   four :u:ci   ..nt-;.     l'h.'  i-it .•   r>T  the  cnnrlcr ir.   i?,*-',,   1 drop of '(9.9 
.•1.1-ci'lents   per   UX"i,000  flyiri:' h.^:!«. 

(2) -'tie rrdmary cnu^o  factor in  thro«  (3) of the- -iccid'jnt,3  vr\s 
mnU^'ial  failure;   pilot  error w;  Lhv   CT^     .""'LcLor  in thft  fourth. 

(3) The   t. r.mondous improvement in  the accident  rite  of the 
Pitt,i.lion was   causal by comirand emphasis  at all l^n/t-ls.    In addition the 
policy of company  coi; ;;ard'• r-i h-vinr to  reply by indorsement to the  Battal- 
ion Con::;arder,   wtTenrver a nr ;r,ber of thpir uni.t is observed viol-'.tinr safety 
procedures,  h'.z   aidid in the decrease in the accident  rate. 

// 

CüNF/0£N? 'AL 
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2,     (c)    oectipn. .<,. .L; ■.apoi  . J.>. r]^ _lj    j />. .< 
and ßscO; i'.e; idat loji^. 

a. Persooiiel;     Hont- 

b, Op«r   lious: 

(l)     AJreraTt  .il > 1 ) ■.V.L i 'i.  U'--/.' i 

I-!' 

.1.    l'/:V 

.V.i i .Jit 

(a)     ObaervMliiiii. 
iJ-ssi-ns" di'c beinf.;  i,inrunr;r1 

•in   iJjructfc' 
i" >■■: 

1.1  .iirr:rf-   t  o. (.))     -iv. 1 pa I ion :    .'•.■.%'■•-' ^   '  ...!':.  •■ 
"Fly as ^Irocufj'.1. Hiasinnc" am 
for the arrival  of  the ^ircrriTt.    'i'h«   lirnr  i'l     i   .nc  Lhcücj   .ii;:iious I'Jy 
froui 1   to 3 ho; -s w'.ul.o    ci,,    on st.^v ■    .    if.  1-:  hü  ;.'..     Other  i'nil.;3 re- 
q.'.iring svaport  cavlr!  bo \\\.  i'-,iii'    I he  .  ■ •' ■■../',.       !i>.-!   .rin.r Tt arft ;o, 
'•*..ing proper]'r ■.■til.izo' .t   addi.tioiuj      ' I-I r-'!'    j.re   !'■•'' IM.II  lo f ccn ' 1 • a 
nr-coSS'-iry fissions or aot'o units /'.r   '■ M    !   ■u^po.-!,. 

(c) Rccoj.iiioruU ^-ii>n:    That   'h'iy tis  W.recto'1 .dssi^ns"  >'C 
discontinn.ed Tor cargo uircralt. 

(d) Cor.ivr.nd Action:    Unsal.isfactory lüssion Resorts  oi'e 
being aubitltte1'' tluroi'igh eoütuand chninels. 

(2)    Helicopter Operating Areas   (01i-4V). 

(a) Observction;    Pick-up zones an'- landing zones for 
cciTgo helicopters arc '-om-, positioned in close prori dty to airfield 
runways, 

(b) Evaluation:    Positioning landing zones end pic! -up 
areas on or near the end of an active ruauay creates several problems. 
Approaching and departing  trat.-.'ic is often forced,  LO fly over car^o 
aircrpi't operating in these resv.ptly eroas.     Any eüieixency oncount^rcl on 
a voroach or take-off could result in daaago to aircraft and possi"1-']'- loss 
of lives.    Considerable ti'ie is often consvsced ueJting for elearancfcs 
because of heavy treJfic.    Cargo helicopters cause severe  tnr'.-ulencs which 
is ertroMely dangerous to fixed uing aircraft.    The con.^.sLion of these 
areas often nececessitates cargo helicopters with s'in^ loads to fly over 
populated areas or to approach or depart dowmra.d. 

(c) RecomEiefidation!    Evaluate al], existing rosvp ily frees 
as to safety,     üeteraine tno feasibility of relocacing msatisfactorj'- 
resuppDy areas,   or of naking nocos.'.aiy Luprovei.ionts.    Future resvp ly 
ai'oas shoid.d be planned to elLdnate these pro'Jc;   are^s. 

\X 
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(d)     Conuwnd Action:     All aircraft comrrandcrs  are brinfed 
on landing zonfj  prior to  landing.    Operational Hazard Reports   are being 
submittod on unsatisfactory are'a'j. 

(3)    Rising of external loads. 

(a) Obot-rvat ion:       Supported  unita   continue  to  improperly 
rig  external loads   for  0-1-47   aircraft. 

(b) Evaluation:     Repeated violations  of sling loading 
procedures   have occurred in  the  following areas; 

J.    Rough and/or sharp  edged material is   not being 
wrapned to prevent  cutting of sling, equipment. 

2.    loads  such as  barbed wire and P3P  are beir^g rigged 
in -lylon carno   nets without   wrapping. 

2,.    Ammo  rounds  thrown loose in cargo  nets. 

4..    Use of sling eouipment  not stamped with date put 
i nto  us e. 

5_.    Use of unserviceable sling ecuipment. 

All of the above have resulted in lost loads and  could have  caused 
extensive property damage and possible loss of life, 

(c) Recommendation:    That the supported unit personnel 
receive training in the proper methods of rigging external loads.   ■ 
That Pathfinders be utilized when available to rig or assist,rigging 
personnel. 

(d) Comuand Action: When loads are not required to be 
moved by tactical necessity, the aircraft commander instructs the rigging 
personnel on the proper methods of rigging and does not haul the load un- 
til the load has been rigged properly. Dropped load reports are submit- 
ted when a load or part of a load is lost. The aircrews are briefed that 
to be' effective a load must arrive at its destination intact. 

c. Training:     Mane 

d. Intollipence:    None 

ll 
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o.     Lo; i.s i, Leu, 

(l)     .. .oi.o  ürünLclc:;, 

(a) Obsurv) li-m:     '"ho    uis  of  s ioi;u to   (.r)<   l.ai:''.'i^   znnfjc 
vjl-.iie  Llio  torr. In   L;3 iniui'atod by v/aLf;r,   ie,   VVM dfjj La re^ifin ru' 
Vietiif. i cku'i.i;,    .onsooas,   is  Lnado'.;uute, 

(b) 'ivalir.tion:     Due   Lo   the hvh  Lf.i'liU'f; v- < <■ o\':,  ;oke 
i^X'onades in   iadUy v/ator,  air ;obilc opi.-rations are joop;-u,dixfj:'i, 

(c) iiacniaviondation:     /•.  ::i.w;dard issuo flri.'.tiuj/  t; 'okt-  ; ronade 
should be dovelopud.    This would IUJ.VC ;  > ^ I iciivi on in pr.ddifts, ...s 
v;ell as  other bodies of water,   iu,   rivers,   loJ.es aiid the  oci.ai;.     This co;'!'. 
also  be  used  in  search and royune  opemt i ons. 

(d) Coiiiiiiand Action:    'l\/o incthods liave been  ex^KJi-iaented 
with in  buis  Oat'oalion, 

Ij.    The cardboturd container for the grenade  is used 
as a floatation device and taped or wired to the siioko grenade.     In 
field tests conducted frow low-level to 1500 feet with appro irately 
twenty  (20)  drops there were no failures. 

2_^    In another iaethod,   the grenade fuse assembly is 
replaced on the outside of the  cardboard container.    A hole is made in 
the botto-ii of the container for the sL'oke to exit and floatation is 
achieved. 

f. OrganizationJ    None 

g. Safety; 

(l)  Crawchiefs and gunners seats. 

(a) Observation: In investigating accidents ditrin^ the 
quarter, one recurring cquip.ient fault had been noted. The restraining 
device (scat belt) for door gunners and crewchiefs on 'iH-l helicopters 
is inadequate, 

(b) Evaluation: If the crewmerabers keep their scat belts 
fastened they can not adequately perform their job of clearing the aircraft 
and/or suppressing LZ's. Several accidents have resulted in injuries to 

If 
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the  crcivmanbere  because they didn't have their seat belts on or tight. 

(c) Reconmendations;     Reccmmerri that   an inertia reel systtm 
sirtdliar to the pilots  be installed for crewchiefs  and gumere. 

(d) Command Action:     Recommendations   in aircraft accident 
reports  have been listed so as to bring about a  change in the restrain- 
ing device.    A letter has  been sent through incentive awards  channels 
to encourage the  change. 

-2 Inol- 
■1 Ek'^ani nation— 
2 - Opevatiunftl Stifttie-bioa— 

Incls wd HQ,   DA 

r2-l^V-t<7 

LTC,  FA—' 
Commandi ng 

DISTRIBUTION: 
2 - Cbpies to CINCUSARPAC,   ATTN:     CPOP-DT,   APO    96588 
3 - Cooies to CG,  U3ARV,  ATTN:    AVHGC (DST),   APO    96375 
2 - Copies to CG,   ist Avn Bde, ATTN:    AVGA-C,  APO    96384 
5 - Cbpies  to 00,   164th AG(C),  APO    96215 

/iT 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVbüCü^-C {d  Aug bV)  1st Ind. 
SUBJISCT: Operational ueport ol" 214th ^viutlon battalion (Goiübat) for 

the Period Ending 31 July lybV, uCS VSA)h~t>5  (al) (U) 

DA, iU, 164'rH AVIATIÜII GJüUP (ÜBT), ^PO 9^215, 3 üepteuber Iv69 

IP: Department of the Amy, ATTI^J ACSI'DU 

Coumanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, ATTIW AVBAGC-O, APU 9t>^ ' 

1. (U) The attached 214th CAB uhLL for the period ending 31 July 1Vfc>9 hte 
been reviewed by thla Headquarters, 

2. (C) The follo*d.ng conanentB are made on the reports 

a. Section 1, para. Id (1), page 2: The shortage of supply ser- 
geants, i-iOS 76Y40 is coiuiiiand wide. The unit's monthly hüü inventory lub- 
uiitted to this Headquarters reflects six mess stewards, iiOib 94B2Ü, auth- 
orized and five assigned. 

b. Section 2, para. 2 (1)j (c), page 12j This recoMuendation has 
merit; however» the two locationSj Chi Land and HOC lioa, ./here theae 
type missions are scheduled are a great distance from an Army Airfield 
making it unpractical to jait until loads are ready for transport be- 
fore dispatching the aircraft. Reaction time is too long. This Head- 
quarters attoapts to hold "tf'iy as Directed" missions to a minimum but 
must make an exception in theso two locations. 

c. section 2, para. 2b (2), (c), page 12; Limited space remains 
a problem on airfields in the Delta. One resupply area waa repositionad 
during the quarter eliminating a hazard at the approach end of the Can 
Tho ATiuy Airfield. A11 airfields are being monitored on a contlnuoua 
basis for such hazards. 

d. Section 2, para. 2b (3), (c), page 13: Concur, 

e. Section 2, para. 2e (1), (c), page 14: Concur. 

f. Section 2, para. 2g (1), (c), page 15: Concur. Several acci- 
dent reports have reflected injury was caused to crew chiefs and gun- 
ners when seats and/or restraining devices failed, 

3. (U) The UHLL previously received from the 214th CAB dated 8 Aug 69 Aould 
be destroyed Ijürf Art 3ÖÜ-5. 

CMRDENTIAL 
•omwuMi AT s TUI mmusi 

MOAfiiKi tfm n TUB. 
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IteMiMaaBiiiBliaattMiattMmMimaBMiaMMii 
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JJUJCAJT:     Opera LI ouai hepcrt  of the 2LUlh Aviaticfi Battalion   (üuiubat) 
fur the leriod aiding 31 July  1969,  HCS CüFOK-65(Hl)   (U) 

ÜA,   HcAJgUAHTaHÜ,   1ST AVIATICU  BlUGADr;,   Al'O     963B4 

TliidU :    t'üimjiandin^ uaneral. United Jtates Army Vietnam, ATTN:     AVHGC-UST, 
Aiu    9o375 
Commander-in-Chiel', United States Anny Pacific,  ATTN:    GPOP-OT, 
APU    9655B 

Tu: Assistant Chief of Staff for force Development, Department of the 
Army,   Washington,  J.C.    20310 

1.    This headquarters has  reviewed subject  report and concurs with the 
contents as  indorsed. 

.).    The foLLowing additional comments are  considered pertinent: 

a.    Paragraph 2e(l)(c),  page 14,  addresses the requirement  for a 
standard issue  floating smoke grenade.    A  floating smoke grenade is 
available within the US Array supply system;  however, USARV 0-4»  Amnuni- 
tion branch,  advises it is not presently stocked in Vietnam.    The 164th 
Aviation üroup  (Combat)  has been provided the following information: 

Nomenclature:    Grenade, Hand, Floating,  Smoke 

FSN DQD Ammunition Code Color       Model 

1330-113-0523 G902 
1330-143-6846 G903 
I33O-II3-O524 G904 

Red XM 63 
Green       XM 64 
Yellow     XM 65 

b.    Paragraph 2g(l),  page 14, addresses the inadequacy of seat belts 
as a restraining device for crew chiefs and gunners and proposes instal- 
lation of an inertia reel harness.    Concur in theory, however, testing 
sr.ould be accomplished to determine the restriction to movements in per- 
forming duties associated with these two positions.    The unit has been 
advised to submit an EIR. 
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AVbAÜC-U 
obbJ^CT:     Uperatijiiai ueporL  of the -tiJJ+lh AviaLioii  battaiicui   (tjonibat) 

for the heriod ciidiri^ 31 July iV69,  itCJ CSi',0h-6MiUJ   (U) 

3. This UH-LL ■ 'Dtjraedes the OH-LL for the a&inc period, dated 8 Auguat 
i9ö9. AÜ copies dated 8 August 1969 should be destroyed in accordance 
with AH 380-5. 

FÜR THE CÜi\KANLIKR: 

Cy of 2d Ind Fum: 
CÜ,  214th Avn Bn  (übt) 

AutAO. 
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AVUGC-DST  (8 Aug  69)  3d  Ind 
SUBJECTt    Oparational Report of the 214th Aviation Battalion (Coabat)  for 

the Parlod Ending 31 July 1969,  RCS GSFOl-65 (Rl)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS, UMITEO STATES ARhY,  VIETNAM, APO San Francieco    96373     14 QCT 1969 

TO:    Coamander In Chief,  United State» Army,   Pacific, ATTN:    GPOP-DT, 
APO    96558 

1. This headquarter» has reviewed the Operation*! Report-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters,  214th Aviation 
Battalion (Coabat). 

2. Reference item concerning "Smoke Grenades",   section II, page 14,  paragraph 
2e(l); concur.    This headquarters has initiated action to stock the floating 
smoke grenades  (XH63,  XH64 and XM65) in RVN.    The grenades are expected to 
become available in »pproximately six months. 

FOR TUE COMMANDER: 

c. a. WILSON 
1LT,   AGC 
Assistant Adjutant General 

Cy furn: 
214th Avn Bn (Cbt) 
1st Avn Bde 

'<? 
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GPOP-DT   (8  Aug   69)   4th   Ind 
SUBJECT:     Operational   Report   of  HQ,   214th  Aviation  Battalion 

(Combat)   for  Period  Ending  31   July   1969,   RCS 
CSFOR-65   (Rl) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco  96558'25 OCTG9 

TO:  Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department 
of the Army, Washington, D. C.  20310 

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

'C 

D. Ä. TUCKER 
CPT, AGC 
Ass» AG 
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