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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than 'in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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O AR Ll OF THL AlSY
Hok DOUAKCE - 0, 214 TH AVIATION DACTALICH (OURUAT)
APU .‘.'l' I" 217 ‘f:l gy
San Froneisco 96370 Clors weFliessl C‘P
AVOCkC 8 Aurust 1969

SURJuCT: Operational Rerort of the 214th Aviation Battalien ( Comtint, )
for the Period Endine 31 July 1969, RCS C3FOR-65(R1) (U)

See Distribution

! 1. (C) Section 1, Sienificant Unit Activities

a.. Mission

There verc no chanm.s or additions to the Unit Mission
during this revortine yreriod,

b, Orecanization

(1) There wer no chanres to the [OE of the Unit durine this
revorting period,

(2) UP of General Order 2885 Hq 1st Avn Bde dtd 22 Jul €9, this
Battalion amd attachod units, which included the 135th Avn Co (Aslt Hel),
were n:leased from assierment to the 12th Avn Gp (Cbt) and assisned to the
164,th Avn Gp (Cbt), effective 1 Jul 69,

c. P.rsomel Chanres ard Stotus

(1) Comrandine Officcr = LIC Ronald J. Stovens 150 26 2757 {no
chinee).

(2) X0 - CI'T Grecory Petrakis 125 26 7963 replaced ¥aj Edward L,
Harris Le? 74 LL76 on 19 Jun 69, Mai William A, Beesley 467 52 6582 renlaced
CPT Petrakis on 11 Jul €9,

(3) Se4 - T HBenry G. Girard 053 28 0510 vacated S-4 24 May €9,
¥Yai John F, Gallun OLL 24 097 assumed S-4 duties 23 Jun €9,

(4) S-3 - Vas Gary P, Bereeron 043 26 £208 renleced Maj “illiam H.
Overrolser 52§ 74 4795 on 16 Jun €9,

FOR oT ur DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
L9200 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
Inclosure L DOD DIR 5200.10
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(5) S-2 - @T Larry V. Eads 444 40 0932 replaced LT James A, Knarr
193 36 4,690 on 23 Jun 69. ,

(6) S-1 - T Gregory Petrukis 125 .6 79(3 replaced CPT Walter 4
H. Yates 425 78 5054 on 22 May 9, serving as Bn X0 22 Jun 69 - 10 Jul 69,
in addition to S-1 dutiws.

(7) 135th Avn Co (aslt Hel) - Maj Yarry T. Woodmansee 430 48 5998,
no changs,

4
b
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(8) 147th Avn Co (Aslt Sup Hel) -  Maj Frank K, Mcegan 259 50
3809 replaced Maj Gordon M. Hunt 031 29 0064 on 29 May 69.

(9) 162nd Avn Co (Aslt Hel) - Maj George W, Venti 033 24 0802 re-
placed Maj Robert K. Wri-ht 284 24 9217 on 5 May 69,

(10) 191st Avn Co (Aslt Hel) - Maj Erwin A, Schmidt 462 46 4721,
no change,
(11) 1335th Avn Co (Aslt Hel) - Maj Howard J. Stiles 081 32 5577

replaced Maj Paul R, Riley 053 28 0315 on 25 May 69.

d. Unit Strencth as of 31 July 1969,

(1) The authorized strength of the 214th Avn Bn (Cbt) is 114

officers, 242 warrant officers, and 1,247 EM, for a total authorized
strength of 1,603. A critical MOS shortage continues to exist in the
Supply sergeant area, It is now considered more acute than it was 3
month8 ago. The Battalion is authorized 7, 76YL0 supnly Sergeants,
At present 4 are assigned with 2 that are 30 day losses, MesSs sergeants
are also critically short with 6 authorized, 4 assiegned and enc = 30 day
1o8s. The 164th Avn Gp (Cbt) has indicated immediate relief cannot be
expected in either of these MOSts,

(2) MILITARY

OFF W EM IOTAL
AUTH OM AUTH OM AUTH O/H AUTH o M
HHC 19 18 g 6 85 96 107 12 _,
175th 19 13 51 43 218 209 288 256 4
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SUJnCls Operationsl Remort - Lessons Learned
OFF 1o o 10Tk
AUTH OM AUTH  O/M ~UTH O/H MUTE  OM

1L7th 18 #*10 #3E #29 #2883 F2Lp #3346 #2BY
162nd 19 U 51 L1 218 8y, “pR <19
1913t 19 22 51 39 217 193 207 251,
335th 19 2L 51 L2 218 192 ze8 258
758th 1 1 0 0 8 5 9 €

¥ Cobra Trainine Team lncluded
(3) CIvILIAN

The 214th Avn Bn (Cbt) is under the frceze irposcd by US ARV
on the hiring of Dirvct Hire and Propram 6 personnel, 'Hth the departure of
the 9th Infantry Division, this Battalion should he ablc to fill its dircect
hire allocations in the ncar future,

DAC N 3 Nat'l Contractor
UOT  AUTH oM AU QM AUTH QM AUTH  OA
HHC 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 0
135th 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0
14,7th 0 0 .9 9 0 0 0 0
162nd 0 0 9 0 0 ) n 0
1918t 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
~75th 0 0 8 0 0 0 ‘ 0 0
75Rth 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

e. Administration
(1) Casualties in the 214th Aviation Battalion (Combat.)

3
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HOo TILe LONSHOSS § L
Liehtly wounded 33 Pietr 1y wound d 4
Vil 1 V31 1
JIA 0 PRI I
1A 0

(2) Durine t 13 noriod the Matralion had 16 ene renney lonves
and no ¢ rpassionate leaves,

(2) 63 Lk wore rroroted: 17 to hi, 41 to k5, and & to Eb,

(4) Heenlistment. The followine {s - breakdown by o tepory of
reenlistment. durine the ~uarter:

RA st Term RA Carcor U3 Uo i ilG 10T
6 7 0 0 13

(5) Awards and Decorntions

_ (a) The Awards and Decorations propram has shown o marked
inerease in the number of awards submitbod and roceived,

(h) Awards far the Muarter

S R g T
SM 3 2 ACmUyn 75 35
33 2 2 ACKNSH 50 U0
DFC 3L 18 AChAD 0 ¢
Ak 79 35 AN 450 20
Baye L 2 PH 35 20
B3n3n 33 10 LOM 0 O
:5 IIAII 0 O

(6) Discipline:

(a) Admimistrative ownishments for this remorting period were:

Article 15's 102"
Special Courts Martinl 6
Summary Courts Martial IA

CON DN TIAL
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(7)  Special Services:

'"nits of this Battalion h*ve continued to increasc their

(a)

use of specitl service foeilibtios in spite of the numcrous conetruction

projects in process at this time,

(b)
i.c,, library, swimmine pool, ctce., in add¢ition to the rotion pictur.
distribution center, volley ball and baskethall souipment, The availability
of special services eouipment has continued to be satisfrctory durinpg the

Units eon® inue to utilize the nurn.rows post faciliti.o,

past quarter,
(8) MOUALE
(a) Troor mrorale rema:ns hiph ¢ven thonrh many of thc vnits
have to work under austure conditionws,

(b) The tramsition of the 135th AC(AH) at Bear Cat from the
222nd AB(C) to the 214th 4B(C) was carried out in an outstandine manncr
thus enabline the units worale to remain hirh,

(¢)

(9) CIVIC ACT1UN
The CIVIC .CTION PROCRA} for the months of !ay, June and July
accomnlished the followins projects:

(a) Treatment of 189 persons in the refupoe village of Nam

Dong by NEDCAP personncl,
Rodent control at Nam Dong and Bien Duc ruceived atten~

(b)
tion in the form of furnishing rat poison.
(e¢) A 20" by 20' wooden buildin: w-s erectud at the Binh Due

Hamlet to k¢ uscd as a day nursery,

(d) Various amounts of fruit, verctables and candy were de-

livered to Nam Don-,
(e) The comrittce sent owt letters to various orpanizations

rcquesting assistance in obtainming materials and clothing, Thus far
Allstate Insurance Company has responded by setting uwp a strte wide cam-
paien in Hew Jursey for the collection of used clothing.

Ve

LN 10 ENTHAL

The addition of c¢-mp.titive athleties in the form of volley
hall and softhall has enahled the commanies to hetter understand onch other,
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(10)  QUAPLALIL ACTTVIT LG

(a) "Hth the departwre o1 th. b Nivimon froa lune lan,
pland tor the construction of a4 Dhanel dn the docn! e wepe dmpned,

(b) T'he new Battalion QGiplan arrived 20 Juane 1965 and the
opporturd ties for worship have becn iner wod,

(e) Chaplain®s activity o mey be e are pedt i fo llows fron

20 June to 31 July.

ACTIVITY B Lxi L ATUENDANL g
Group Vorship 12 1906

Character Guidance 12 W20

Visits to Hcapital 0 '

Stockade & Duty Stations 8.,

Memorial Scrvices 1 233

Counseling 25

(d) A new provram of Lreop orlemiation te thie Chaplain for
all incoming truops ws beyun,  The orient-tion ineludes:

1. A briefine on the purpose of U3, involvemet in

Vietnam,
2, Briefing on religious activities, ;:
3. Briefing on the use and misuse of drups. 53
(e) A letter is sent by the Chaplain to the families of s

new personnel informing them that their son/husband has arrived, Religious
activities, how they can relp keep the soldiers morale high, and how they
can best reach him in case of an em¢ricncy are outlined in tho letter,

(f) Cooperation with the 9th Division Chaplains continues,

(g) Weekly visits to the 335th AC(AH) and the 135th AC(H)
at Bear Cat and the 147th AC(ASH) at Vung Tau have been rew:wrding.

f. Iptelligence,

(1) Security: A total of one thousand and nineteen (1019) Classi-
fied Documents were processed by the 5-2 Section during this reporting
period, of which nine hundred and eipghty (980) were Confidential and thirty
tine (39) were Secret.

P OVFFIOEN T/AL
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(2) Inspections:The &2 s5ection roceived three (3) irgpections
conducted by hirher hadowirters, to include an AGL Inspiction in which
all aroas were rated excellent, The Bn 3-2 conducted a total of twelve
(12) inspectiors of the subordinate units,

7. Operatiops and Tredining

(1) HHC, the 1918t AC(H) and the 147th aC(ASH) wer operational
for the G2 days of this reporting period. The remgining companies of the
Battalion wre operational as follows:

(a) 135th AC(AH) - 80 days, Tw:lve (12) maintenance stand-
down davs durines this period,

(b) 162nd &A1) - 971 days. One (1) maint. nince tand-down
day during this jariod.

(¢) 335th AC(AH) - 79 days. Thirteen (13) maintcnance stand-
down days during this puriod.

(d) Operations.

(a) The recent decision to re-deploy the 9th U,5. Division from
Vietmam to CONUS provided the 214th AB(C) the oprortunity to display its
full understanding of the capabilities of Army Aviation, As oripinally plan-
ned by the 9th Division, the 214th was tc shuttle troops from Dong Tam to
Birh Duc airfield (XS 478 450), a distance of 5000 meters, From Bimh Duc
the troops were to board C~123's for the flight to Bien Hoa and at Bien Hoa
they were to board C-141's for the trip to CONUS. The 214th staff immediately
recornized the shortcomings inherent in this arrangement., First, the incon-
venience to the troops was r¢adily apparent., Secondly, the (-123's would
reguire a turn around time of at least one hour and a half (13) while the
M-47C's of the 147th AC(ASH) could make a round trip in fifty to sixty (50~
60) minutes, The congestion at Binh Duc, which haS no parallel taxi-way,
would have been prohibitive with the C-123's and (H-47's attempting to land
and trke-off sim:ltentously, The 214th proposed making the move from Dong
Tam to Bien Hoa an "All Army Show", Pointing out that the comtrol of the
troops would be rreatly enhanced not to mention the increased safety and
comfort afforded the troops, the 2t4th comvinced the Gth Division that this

7
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:
was the better arranpement, Jince tiis rov ent b tean 1o oot the
g 214th has met all scheduley, delivering the troops in Lhe proper order, to
" the correct location, and on time, Thig piosion will contymee il the
9th U.5. Division has completely clo ed ont of Ty Tar,
(b) With the departure of fre ond Bde 9h T oot ey IAvision,
: the 162nd AC('FH) assumed Support o the GEh AN Bivi e, The 1end pro-
: vides fifteen «ircraft pur day with o croproaeed blade tige of 2700 hours
: during a thirty (30) day puriod.
: (C) The 19150 ACERHT o e im0 1wt b, h
U.S. Division with ten slicks, onc ¢« & C ajrce ot and Lo oan ships on
] a daily basis, Search and destroy op et fow o condhiet d with the
E grphasia placed on the € carity of hong W b oo,

(3) Training.

(a) The Battalion coniynusd 1o take anantape of th Sth Divi-
sioms 0ld Reliable Academy nuntil that fasirity shul—bwn operations for re-
deployment to CONUS., A1l new replacsment personnel woaw sent to the Leademy
and received a five day Vietnam Orivntation Course,

(b) The 0ld Reliable riflé ranpe continues to be used by this
Battalion for familiarization firing of all assipned personal weapons,

h, isties.

(1) During this prriod normal supply activities woiv conducted by
the urmits of this Battalion. GSeveral critical items were receiverd during
the quarter, Onmne of these items was the truck, 3/4 ton ¥37, several of
which were on requesition for up to seven (7) months,

(2) During this ouarter the shortage of Nom:x flisht suits and
gloves was sSolved by several hand carry reguisitions directly to depot
stocks,

(3) During the AGIL, all unmits were found to he excellent *-
outstanding on the supply inspection and satisfactory in maintenance,

(4) The Battalion Headruarters and two companies are to be re-
located., The 1918t and 1é2nd AC's (AH) will move to Can Tho, while Battalion
Headouarters will relocate in Vinh Long. It becam necessary for the units
irvolved to cancel all outstanding requisitions and re-cstablish acccounts at
their respective rew locations, This will result in a need to hand carry
high priority requests for urgently needed ecuipeent,

8
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SWBJECT:  Operational Report - Lessons Learned
{., Aircraft Maintenance.
(1) A CM¥I imeprction of the 147th AC(ASH), 162nd AC(AH) and the
395th AC( M) was held by the Battalion during the months of July and hupuit,

A1l areis were satis tfuctory.,

(2) Aircraft assigned i3 of 31 July 1969:

H-1C UH-1D UH-1H H-47C CH-6

———

-

'H-1B U .
uNT AUTH o/H  AUTH  O/M AUTH QM AUTH O/  AUTH QM AUTH o/H

—

HHC 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 o 0 3 0
147t 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 16 2 0
182nd O 0 8 & 0 o 23 7 0o 0 0 0 §
1915t O 0 8 7 o 16 23 3 o O 0 0 %
135th 8 7 0 0 0 o 23 16 o O 0 0
135th O 0 8 & 0 o 23 17 o O 0 0

(3) Overall Availability of Assigned Aircraft,

FONTH UH-~1B WH-10 UH-1D UH-gH CH-4T7A CH-47C
MAY 79% 71% 79% 75% 55% 81%
JUNE 71% 70% 86% 80% L6% 87%
JULY 73% 70% 72% 83% 39% 85%

(4) PartsiProcurameat.

(a) EIP Requisitions Filled.

WONTH - 147th 1915t 162nd 3354h, 135th
MAY 88% 85% 22.5% 87%
JUME 75% 1007 93% 88% 85%
JULY 81.5% 85% 88% 83% e0%
9
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(b) Line Ivems Fill,

MONH - 147th 1918t 162ud doth
MAYY 71% 8% 86 =% I
JUNE 79.8% g 1% 64T 0k
JULY 72.8% 79% 704 ROK

{(¢) Routine Requisition Fill.
MONTH  147th 1918t 162nd 235th
MAY 17% 33% 53.1% 5
JUNS 3% LO% 61,55 2%
JULY 30% 37% 50% 21%

(¢) Number of Line Items.
MONTH  147th 1918t 162nd 335th
MAY 1396 920 901 970
JUNE 1396 920 905 1000
JULY - 1396 920 905 1002

(e) ASL Zero Balance.
MAY 0 350/39.28 200/12.0%  75/8.3% 53/6.2%
JUNE ~ 3,3/38% 204/12.2%  68/7.4% 226/15.8%
JULY 259/18.5% 128/17% 83/9.2% 228/16,3%

10
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() Arer £t fivine %woe by type andicnte o pLeoZircbe Ly Y
periodic tspecti onsower e leted duringe Lhis ausrte r,
SChi K LR Uil Uit Uil =k CHoyqC
MY 504 1371 1390 L9601 10073
JUM, § 14,94 1558 VALY 1116
LY AN 1576 1658 L8t 1055

d. Gafet.,

(1) During the rot enneter Lhe Battalion flew 31, 445 honrs ~nd
s.ffered four acei onts, The rd o for the enarter 35 12,2, 4 drop of 19.9
accidents por 100,000 flyvine booas,

(2 e rrimary chuse factor in three (3) of the accidents was
waterial failure; pilot error wou tne envn - fsctor in the fourth.

(3) The teemendons improvement in the aceident rmte of the
gattrlion was cousod by command vmphasis at all levels, In addition th=
rolier of company corminders h-vine to roply by irdorscement to the Esattal-
ion Conmander, whenever a morher of their unit is observed violatinge 5:fety
srocaeiures, hat aided in the deerrase in the 2eecident rate,
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2, (C) section &, Lessar., Lo, roe b Levavondorn O erve corn sy sl L
and deco.L.endationg.
a, Personnel; lions
b, Opar Lions:
(1) diveruft o3 ligntion (Lidy)
(a) Observablion. =i, rerd o1 oo v s Ihrecied
tdgsi ns" are being iLonrvoncr) o Hilia oy oo o rred ot
(L) vodvation: i L . R L ¢l ey 47 airere L o,
"Rly &s virecceed! Migsiong" ave oo plooaca 1o v e to cve 1oacs reed
for the enrival of the slrcrelt., The drer 't oy Lowse dosrons L2y
from 1 to 3 hoi-s while el on svan - @ Lo 1 bLoora. Ciher oniuy re.
Guibing sippert. callil e s 1 eeding R el Weroadroer I oarec 1o,
“eing vproperle ntilize | additionar  croenrs cre oo ed losceor Y on

necuSsary pissions or sope units Ay oo b Support,

(¢) Recoatendocion: That "Jly es Dirccted .issieng" he
discontinuved for cargo aircraft,

(d) Corrwend Action: Unsaiisfactory itission fehorts eaxe
being subuitie” throvgh coutland chennels,

(2) elicopter Osereting Acens (CH-47).

(a) Observetion: Pick-up zones an! landing zones for
cargo helicopters arc “ean. mogitioned in close proridty to eiriield
runways,

(b) GEveluation: Positioning landing zones end pici-up
arcas on or near tie end of on active ruwey creates several prooleis,
Approaching end departing trat-ic is of ten force.! to fly over carro
aircraft opecrating in these res. poly ereas. 4Any ewcrgency oncount-red on
e roach or t.lie~off could rasult in danege to circraft and possi®l.. loss
of lives, Considcreble tiie is oftea consume.d vedting for clearainces
becavge of ieavy treffic., Cargo helicont=rs cavse severe turiailence w.ich
is extrenelv danpgerous to fixed uing aircraft, The con;uslion ol these
areas often neceacessitates cargo heliconters with s'in; loads to £1 - over
populated areas ar to approach or depart downw::.d,

[

(¢) Recommcndation: Evalvete all existing resivp 1v erees
as to safety, Deteruine tae feasibility of reloceacing msatisfactory
resvp)y areas, or of neking nocesnary improveuents. Future resuvn ly
arcas should be plenned to elininate tuese pro’Joir areds,

12
CcovEFREN TIAL




COVEIENT /AL

AVGLLC 8 August 1969
SUBJECT:  Operational Hepert - Lessons Learned

(d) Command Action: A1l aircraft comminders are bricfed
on landing zones prior to larding. Operational Hazard Reports are being
submitted on unsatistfactory areas,

(3) Rigging of external loads,

(a) Observation: Supported umdts continue to improperly
rig exterml loads for (H-47 aircraft.

(b) Evaluation: Repeatud violations of sling loading
procedures have occurred in the following arcas:

1. Rough and/or sharp cdged material is not being
wrapned to prevent cultine of sling cquipment,

2. loads such as barbed wire amd POP are being rigeed
in ylon carro nets without wrappineg,

?, Ammo rourds thrown loose in cargo nets.

-

L. Use of sling ecuipmernt not stamped with date put
into use.

8. Usc of unserviceable sling ecuipment,

111 of the above have m=sulted in lost loads amd could have caused
extensive property damage and possible loss of life,

(¢) Recommendation: That the supported umt personnel
receive training in the proper methods of rigging extcrnal loads,
That Pathfirmders be utilized when available to rig or assist,ripging
persomel,

(d) Command Action: When loads are not required to be
moved by tactical necessity, the aircraft commarder instructs the rigging
persomel on thc proper methods of rigging and does not haul the load un~
til the load has been rigged properly. Dropped load reports are submit-

ted when a load or part of a load is lost. The aircrews are briefed that
to be’ effective a load must arrive at its destination intact.

c¢. Training: Ione

d., Intellirence: MNone

13
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Su 'l Ohevation 1l e wort - Lestoons Learned Coaveyot 19
e, Lo isilcs,
(1) edle. aalde, ‘

(a) Observetion: The oo of s wobe Lo ork Jan'ag

wolle the terr in is imwun'ated by ualer, le, the deloa region of
Vietne v duris ongooas, 1s inadenuwnte,

ARV 1

(b)  wvulwetion: Duc to the Liph trilare rove of o ole
prenades i oaddy vater, air obile operalions are jeopardized,

() iweomendation: L stadard issuo flacting s oke  renade
shovld be developed, This wordd wve #oslication in paddies, oo

? vell as other bodies of weter, ic, rivors, lales aud the occan, Thls corld

also be used in scarch and rescne operations, i
[
| (d) Comnand Action: Two methods have been experi.aented

with in t.is 2Satwalion.

1, The cardbourd contaeiner for the prenade is used
as a floctetion device end teped or wired to the asiwoke grenade, In
field tests condneted frow low-level to 1500 feet with appro i-ately
twenty (20) drops there were no Failures,

2, In another method, the ;rerade fuse agsenily is
replaced on the outside of the cardboard conteiner, A hole is macde in
the bottow o the container for the siole to exit and flosietion is
aciicved,

i

f. Orgonization: None
Ee S{L{.‘ety:
(1) Crowchiefs and gunners seats,

_ (a) Observation: In investipating accidents cnrin, “he

i quarter, one rcewrring cquipaent fault had been noted, The restraining
device (seat belt) for door gumners and crewchiels on LH-1 heliconiers
is inadecueate,

(b) Evaluation: If the crewmeidbers kecp tneir secat belts
fastened they cen not adequately perform their job of cleering the aircraft 3
1 end/or suppressing LZ's. Several accidents heve resulted in injuries %o

z
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AVCC-ED 8 August 1969
SUBJECI: Operational Report - Lessons Learned

E the crewmembers because they didn't have their seat belts on or tight.

(c) Recommerdations: Reccmmerd that an inertia reel system
sindliar to the pilots be installed for crewchiefs and gumers,

(d) Command Action: Recommemdations in aircraft accident
reports have been listed so as to bring about a change in the restrain-
ing device, A letter has been sent through incentive awards channels

to encourage the change,

—2-FRek—
- +—0Ogenisation—
2= Oreratiomri—Statisbies . Commanding
Incls wé HQ, DA

DISTRIBUTION:
2 - Copies to CINCUSARPAC, AITN: GPOP-IT, APO 96588
3 - Copies to G, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC (DST), APO 96375
2 - Copies to CG, 1st Avn Bde, ATTN: AVGA-C, APO 96384
5 - Copies to 00, 1é4th AG(C), AP0 96215
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CONFIDENTIAL

aVBaCt~C (3 aug 6%) 18t Iad
SUBJECT: Uperational ieport of 214th aviation Battalion (Coubat) for
the Period £nding 31 July 196y, «CS CSeun-65 (nI) (U)

Da, He, V164TH AVIATION GWUUP (CLT), 0 96215, 3 Septeuber 1969

TU: Departuent orf the army, ATTh: aCSsUn
Corwsanding General, 1st .viation Brigade, ATTn: AVBAGC-O, Abu 96,/

1. (U) The attached 214th C4B UKLL for the period ending 31 July 1969 bus
been reviewed by this Headquarters.,

2. (C) The following comients are wade on the report:

a. Section 1, para. 1d (1), page 2: The shortage of supply ser-
geanta, 1i0US 76Y40 is comwand wide. The unit's wonthly kS 1inventory sub-
witted to this lleadquarters reflects six mess stewards, .5 94B20, auth-
orized and five assigned.

b, Section 2, para. 2 (1), (c), page 12: Thisrecoumendation has
uerit; however, the two locations, Chi lLand and iio¢ lica, where these
type wissions are scheduled are a great distance from an aruy ilrfield
waiking it unpractical to walt until loads are ready for transport be-~
fore dispatching the aircraft. deaction time is too long. Thie liead-
quarters attaupts to hold "fly as Directed' missions to a winiuum but
wust maxe an exception in thesc two locations.

c. woection 2, para. 2b (2), (c), page 12: Linited space remains
a problem on airtields in the Delta. Une resupply area waa repositioned
during the quarter eliuinating a hazard at the approach end oi the Can
Tho arwy airfield. all airfields are being uwonitored on a continuous
basis for such hazards.

d. uection 2, para. 2b (3), (c), page 13: Concur,
e. oection 2, para. 2e (1), (c), page 14: Concur,

f. Section 2, para. 2g (1), (¢), page 15: Concur. several acci-
dent reports have reflected injury was caused to crew chiefs and gun-
ners when seats and/or restraining devices failed.

3. (U) The URLL previously received from the 214th CiB dated 8 aug 69 skould
be destroyed Iad an 380-5.

- / 'j |
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AWHAGC-U (8 Aug 0Y)  <d lnd

DA, HeAdWART=HS, 18T AVIATIW BidGavs, AFO 96384

14 SFP 1980
LudelT: Operational kepert of the 2L4th Aviation Battalion (Cawbat)
tor the ieriod snding 31 July 1969, HCS CSFOk-65(HL) (U)

[ THW :  Commanding deneral, United itates Army Vietnam, ATIN: AVHGC-UST,

SO Y V)
Commander-in-Chiet, United States Army Pacific, ATIN: GPOF-OT,
:[- APU 96558
;‘ Tu: Assistant Chief of staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, washington, u.C. 20310

contents as indorsed.

lation of an inertia reel hammess.

4 advised to submit an EIR.

e ey

FSN DOD Ammunition Code
1 1330-113-0523 G902
: 1330-143-8846 G903

1330-113~0524 GoL

] forming duties associated with these two positions.
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Namenclature: Grenade, Hand, Floating, Smoke

1. This headquarters has reviewed subject repert and concurs with the

2. 'The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

a. Paragraph 2e(1l)(c), page 14, addresses the requirement for a
; standard issue f{loating smoke grenade,
| available within the US Army supply system; however, USARV G~4, Ammni-
' tion branch, advises it is not presently stocked in Vietnam., The 164th
Aviation uroup (Combat) has been provided the following information:

A floating smoke grenade is

Color Model
Red M 63
Green ™M &
Yellow XM 65

b. Paragraph 2g(1), page 14, addresses the inadequacy of seat belts
as a restraining device for crew chiefs and gunners and proposes instal-
Concur in theory, however, testing

sr.ould be accomplished to determine the restriction to movements in per-
The unit has been
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AVbALC-U ,
SUbJeCT:  Cperational report of the ZL4th Aviation Lattalian (Combat)
for the rerriod unding 31 July 1969, iCo CsrUk=650d) U)

3. 'This UR-LL - 'oersedes the OR-LL for the same period, dated 8 August

1969. All copies dated 8 August 1969 should be destroyed in accordance
with AR 380-5.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

CARTHUR W/ LITTRA,
CPT AGE "~
Cy of 2d 1nd Fum: Asst AG.
CO, 214th Avn An (Cbt)
18
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AVHGC-DST (8 Aug 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 2l4th Aviation Battaliom (Combat) for

the Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U)
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 14 QCT 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

l. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters, 2l4th Aviation

Battalion (Combat).

2. Reference item concerning "Smoke Grenades', section 1I, page 14, paragraph
2¢(1); concur. This headquarters has initiated action to stock the floating
smoke grenades (XM63, XM64 and XM65) in RVN. The grenades are expected to
become available in spproximately six months.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

"

C. 5. WILSON

1LY, AGC

Assistant Adjutant Ceneral
Cy furn:
214th Avn Bn (Cbt)
lst Avn Bde

/9
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GPOP-DT (8 Aug 69) 4th Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 214th Aviation Battalion
(Combat) for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS
CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558' 25 0CT 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department
of the Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

A
Yy o

D. A. TUCKER
CPT, AGC

Asst AG
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