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CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT OENERAL 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20SI0

DprE®rrni:LnE[||-j
IN REPLY REFER TO 'J I:it:

AGDA (M) (16 Jan 70) FOR OT UT 694083 21 January 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 8th Battalion,
4th Artillery, Period Ending 31 October 1969 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Subject report As ferwar4*d for review end evaluetlon In eccordence 
with paragreph 4b, AR 52S‘I3. Evaluations and corrective actions should 
be reported to ACSFOR O'T UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days 
of receipt of covering letter.

2. Infonsatioh contained In this report Is provided to Insure appropriate 
benefits in the future froai lessons learned during current operations end 
nay be adapted for use in developing training naterial.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARHY:

1 Incl
KENNETH G. WICKHAM 
Major General, USA 
The Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION;

Connanding Generals
US Continental Amy Coassand 
US Amy Conbat Developaents CosMend
US Array Materiel Comnand 

Commandant s
US Army War College
US Array Command and General Staff College 
US Army Air Defense School 
US Army Armor School 
US Army Electronic Warfare School 
US Army Engineer School 
US Army Field Artillery School 
US Army Infantry School 
US Amy Missile and Munitions School 
US Amy Ordnance School 
US Army Southeastern Signal School 
US Army Special Warfare School
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Regraded unclassified when separated 
from classified inclosure.
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DISTRIBUTION (Cont'd) 

Copies furnished: 
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army 
Deputy Chiefs of Staff 
Chief of Research and Development 
Assistant Chiefs of Staff 
Chief of Engineers 
Conmanding Generals 

US Army Electronics Command 
US Army Weapons Command 

Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Director, Weapons Systems Evaluation Group 
Defense Documentation Center 
USAF Project RAND 
Commanding Officers 

US Army Limited War Laboratory 
US Array Logistics, Doctrine Systems & Readiness Agency 
US Army Mobility Equipment Research & Development Center 
8th Battalion, 4th Artillery 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,   8TH BATTALION  (175NM/8  IMCH)(SP),  4TH ARTILT-ERY 

AiJ0 San Francisco    96269 

AVOLD-C 
5 November  1969 

SURTHCT.    Operational Report - Lessons Learned,  8th B«"^1»"i^5VM/8 INCH)(3'). 
4th Artillery, Period Er,oii»g 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65  (R2)(U). 

See Distribution 

1.    (^)    Operations;     Si qjniilcar.t Activities. 

9.    General 

(1) The 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery orrlved in the Republic of Vlptnc.n 
or 12 August  1967.    The battalion has continuously engaged In combat operations 
si nr?   If)   A'igust   1967. 

(2) This Is the ninth Operational Report  submitted by t.M s orga-; zrt'on. 

(3) Organization List (See Inclosure l). 

;-i,    HtistorLtiL-ßStl 

(1)    Deployment end status of the 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery and Us 
subordinate «lomen^ at the beginning of the reporting period (l Aug 69)  were as 

follov.^ä 

l'NTT 
LOCPHOM MirSION AND STATUS 

GS XXIV CORPS REIN 
8/4 12TH MARINE REGT 

HHP/8/4 YD223587  (Dong Ha) 
SVC/B/4 YD223587  (Dong H«) 
A/gV YD982544 (Elllot CB) 
BV/4 YD210674 (FSB C-l) 
($5/4 YD132641 (FSB C-2) 

(2) On 8 August  1969 Battery B incurred 2 KIA and 10 WIA when an enemy 
1221*1 rocket landed ipproxlraataly 10 mtters from the unit messhall  at approxi- 
mately 0710 hours. 

(3) On 11 August 1969 LTC laue D. Shilth «saKiÄd conmand of the Battalion 

from LTC Frank M. Kulik, Jr. 

(4) On 16 August 1969 at Fir. Support Base C-2, the Battalion Cotwimder, 
LTC Isaac D. Slth, Hrld the 200,000th round expended by this battalion sä nee 

Its arrival  In country. l 

FOR   oT f r 00WN6MDID AT 3 YEAI INTHVAIS; 
i, quo »3 rnNFIRFNTlAi DKiASSmio AFI» 12 YEARS. 
Inclosure uunr luun i mi. DODO« 5100.10 



CONFIDENTIAL
SUBjeCTi OpmtloMl lupon - Uisom iMmd, eth BltMllM INCH)(a‘),

4th Artillexy, Period Ending 31 October 1969, PCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U ,

(5) On 22 August 1969 at YD185588, the Battery C coamander received 
light sniper fire. No casualties or equipment damage were suffered.

(6) On 24 August 1969 at Yni33627, a Battery C convoy received light 
sniper firs. No casualties or equLpmant damage were suffered.

(7) On 2 September 1969 this battalion and all its units were hit by 
typhoon Dora from 0800-1500 hours. There was extensive equipment and building 
dams^e, but no personnel injuries.

(8) On 2 September 1969 Battery C incurred one V/IA TIPC w#io accidentally 
shot himself while cleaning a .45 caliber pistol.

(9) On 26 September the Army Concept Team in Vietnam from USARV head­

quarters visited this battalion.

(10) On 30 September 1969 Battery A retubed from 175MM to 8 inch.

(11) On 11 October 1969 Battery C displaced from C-2 to A-4 at 
YD11836989 without incident.

(12) Or. 20 October 1969 Battery A displaced from Elliot Combat Base to 
Cemp Carroll at YD06205450 without incident.

(13) On 23 October 1969 this battalion received a change of mission 
from 108th Artillery Group. The new mission is that of general support of the 
XY.TV Corpc.

(14) On 29 October 1969 this battalion received a further change of 
mission from 108th Artillery Group. The new mission is that of general support - 
reinforcing the 5th Battalion, 4th Artillery.

(15) On 31 October 1969 Battery A displaced one platoon to the west at 
YD03185629 to support a 101st Airmobile Division operation. Ninety-five rounds 
wore fired with a surveillance of 17 bunkers destroyed and one damaged. The 
platoon returned to the battery position before nightfall.

(16) During the repor^l^n period, Batteries A and C recelvad satisfac­

tory ratings from the XXIV Corps Conroind Maintenance Management Inspection Team.

(17) Durlno the reporting period, this battalion received a satisfac­

tory rating from the USARV Annual General Inspection Team.

(18) During the reporting period. Battery A received satisfactory ratings 
from the XXIV Corps Firing Battery Inspection Team.

(19) During the reporting period. Batteries A and C ware calibrated by 
the USARV calibration team.

(2)
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232 msn 1769 rd 
164 msn 1157 rd 
228 msn 2M5 rd 

CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECTi    Op#r«tl«m«l Report  - Uason« L»arn«d, 8th Battalion (17MM/8 INCHUSP), 
4th Artillery, Period Ending 31 October 1969, HCS CSFOR-65 (B2)(U). 

(20) During the ispoi-ting period,  the bettellon destroyed  179 bunkers 
and was credited with 23 enemy KIA confirmed. 

(21) Missions and rounds fired during the reporting periodi 

5MT.IBI AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 

A/8/4 386 msn 2564 rd 206 msn 2096 rd 
B/g/4 455 msn 3418 rd 346 msn 2409 rd 
CA.i/Vt 682 msn 5814 rd 449 msn 3081 rd   
Tvtal 1523 msn 11796 rd 1001 msn 7586 rd                     624 msn 5441 rd 

(22) The c<*iuiatlve total of rounds fired by this battalion since arrival 
in country through 312400H October  1969 is 218,440. 

(23) Deployment and status of tha 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery and Its 
subordinate elements at the end of the reporting period (31 Oct 69) ware as 
followsi 

I'KTT LOCATION MISSION AND STATUS 

8/4 GS - REIN 5TH BATTAMON, 
4TH ARTILLERY 

»3/8/4 YD?23587  (Dong Ha) 
Sv'C/8/4 YD:-23587   (Dong I'a) 
r/%U YD0Ö2545  (Camp Carroll) 
E/e/4 YD210674  (FSB C-l) 
C/8/4 YD119699  (FSB A-4) 

c-    Training!     In addition to continuing its normal 24 hour operational c-p- 
ability,  this battalion conducted a total of 125 hours of  scheduled training for 
all pezsonnal.    Also, this battalion requested several technical maintenance vis- 
its from WECOM representatives and began intensive gunner's training in prepara- 
tion for gunner's tests to be edninistered in November. 

d. Observation«    During this reporting period, this battalion provided four 
forward observer teams to ground forces in Northern I Corps.    These teams, con- 
sisting of a forward observer and a radio telephone operator, were provided to 
the 2nd ARVN Regiment, 3rd ARVN Regiment,  101st Aimwblla Division, and 3/5th 
Cavalry squadron. 

e. Logistics! 

(1) During the months of August and September, this battalion was en- 
gaged in an extensive rebuilding program at Fire Support Baaa C-2. This included 
personnel bunkers, FOG bunker, and XO post. Sinca Battery C's move to A-4 and 
Battery A's move to Camp Carroll, total battalion effort and support has been 
given to construction of Camp Carroll and Improvement of tha position at A-4. 
Gun pads, projectile and powder bunkers, personnel bunkers, messhalls, and other 
battery installations are under construction at both A-4 and Camp Carroll. 

(3) 
CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECTt Opantional Raport - Ussens LMriwd, 8th Battalion (179M^8 Zmi)(S>), 

4th Artillery, Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCSCSFOR-65 (R2)(U).

(2) Average Daily Deadline Rates for the reporting period were computed 
using the number of vehicles on hand, with the exception of wheeled vehicles.
The deadline rate for v4ieeled vehicles was computed utilizing the nukuber of ve­

hicles authorized. The average daily deadline rates are as follows:

ITEM

S? Artillery, 175»»1 and 8 Inch 
ether Tracked Vehicles 
heeled Vehicles 
FADAC Generators

PER CEMT

S.«

13. OK 
17.

f. Civic Action: This battalion maintained four MEXAPS at the following
locations: Dong Luong, An Lac, and two in Dong Ha City. These MEXilPS •ere ini­

tiated in August and November, 1968 and March, 1969 respectively. During the 
reporting period, a total of 2092 patients were treated. In addition to treating 
patients, the MEXAPS included distribution of clothing, soap, and candy to the 
Vietnamese people.

g. Personnel and Administration;

(l) Strength at end of period (31 October 1969).

or? 37

ASG

36
v;o 6 4
EWL 522 484

Total 565 524

WOS

'2) Significant Shortages: 

TITLE Aimi ASG

93F40 Metro Chief 1 0

63C40 Motor SGT 4 2

63C40 Bn Motor SGT 1 0

76Y40 Supply 9GT 6 4

13B40 Chief Firing Battery 3 2

94B40 Mess SGT 5 4

(31 Oct 69)

(3) Casualties: Two KIA in Battery B as a result of enemy rocket fire. 
Ten WIA in Battery B also as a result of enemy rocket fire. One BIA in Battery 
C not as a result of hostile action.

2. (C) Lessons Learned: Conmander's Observations. Evaluations, and 
Recommendations.

a. Personnel. None

b. Intelligence. None
(4)
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SUBJECTi    Operation«! «t^ort  - Unions Lwrntd, 8th Battalion (17MH/8 INCH){SP), 
4th Artlllerv, Parlod Ending 31 Octobar 1969, BCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U). 

c.    OperBtlon.-j. 

(1) Apslgned lUdio Freq''s:\ias 

(a)    OBSERVATIONi    Tactical  support helicopters in this area have 
limited capabilities concerning the FM tactical radio freouenciaa which they can 
use because of limitations imposed by the AN/ARC 44 and AN/ARC 54 radio sets. 

(h)    EVALUATION»     Tactical  air support helicopters employing the 
abevft radio  sets have the capability to monitor frequencies up  ^o 51.9 and 65.00 
megacycles respectively.    During convoy movements and other opwatlons, it is 
often necessary to have gunshlps monitor the ground control freouency because 
the battnry commander only has the capability to communicate on one freou«ncy. 
This diet» es that the ground control  frequency be within the limitationc of the 
aN/AP.C 44 radio set to insure communications compatability between air and 
around.    At times In the past,   this battalion has not had any fracuencies as- 
signed within these limitations which has caused difficulty in coordinating sir 
support with the ground commandar.    This has necessitated requests to higher 
headquarters to use frequencies not assigned to this battalion as the control 
frequency. 

(c)    RECOMMENDATIONi    All  battalions be »SBigned at least one fre- 
quency which is within the communications limitations of the AN/ARC M radio 
set.    This would assure that the battalion has a frequency which could be used 
in conjunction with air support.    The formal frequency assignment within the 
battalion 301 would be unimportant, the main purpose of this being to assure 
that an appropriate frequency Is available to the commander at battalion level 
for the coordination of its use. 

(2) Time FJM Malfunctioning 

(a) OBSERVATION:  Simple wearing away of the lands In the breech 
and of the bore of an 8" howitzer caused time fuze, M564, to malfunction as 
evidenced by consistent grata bursts whan firing fuze time. 

(b) EVALUATIONi  TM 9-1000-202-35, paragraph 9c states that a 
bulge which enlarges the land diameter 0.01 inch or more for a distance of one 
and one-half calibers or more tends to disturb the functioning of the fuze. The 
case In point is an example of malfunction of the time fuze not caused by a 
bulge in the lands but rather by tuba wear. The howitzer tube in question was 
at approximately half life and had no visible erratic affects on the rounds it 
fired as evidenced by accurate fire with PD fuze. However, whan firing time 
fu«a, an air burst could not be obtained. The fuze lot was fired by another 
howitzer and the time setting was easily adjusted to yield an air burst. Re- 
gardless of fuze setting, an air burst could not be obtained «dth rounds fired 
by the defective tube. The tuba was Inspected and It was observed that the 
rands at the breech end of the bore ware considerably, but evenly worn. This 
wear, however, manifested Itself only In the malfunction of time fuzes fired by 
the defective tube. Upon borascoplng the tube, it was found that the wear 
was rapidly approaching the point where erratic fires would resuiti the tube was 
condemned and replaced. 

(5) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT«    Op«r«tional Report - Lotson« Uarned, 8th Battilion (l7Sli»/8 INCH)(SP), 
4th Artillery, Period Ending 31 October 1969, HCS CSFOR-65  (R2)(U). 

(c)    RECOMMENDATION:    Above Information be disseminated to artil- 
lery unit-; to Insure Inspection and necessary replacement of howitzer tubes 
when tiro f'ze malf unctlone occur for no apparent reason. 

d. Oraanlration.    None 

e. Training.    None 

f. Logistics.     None 

q. Communications. None 

h. Meterlal. None 

i. Other.  None 

1   Incl 
as 

^ 
ISAAC D.   SMITH 
LTC,  FA 
Commanding 

DISTRTBUTION: 
2 - CINCL'^RPAC,   ATTN:     CP(P-DT 
3 - CGUSARV,  ATTNs     AVHGC   (DST) 
4 - CGXXIV,  AVTN:     AVII-GCT 
12- CO,   10<?th  Arty Gp,  ATTN:     AVGL-C 
5 - HQ,  8th Bn,  4th Arty,  ATTN:    AVGLD-C 
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AVGL-Ü (5 November 19ö?) 1st  Ind 
SÜBJJiCT:    Üperational  Keport-Lessona Learned,  8th  Battalion (175/8 inch) 

(Si'), 4th Artillery,   reriod iiiding 31   October 1969,  HÜÜ UüfOft-bS 
(fl2)   (U) 

Headquarters,  100th ürtliiary üroup,  Ai'Ü 6wa ttancisoo 96269 19 November 1969 

Tu:     Commanding General,   AXIV Corps artillery,   itTTN:    AVil-ATC,  ATU oan 
Francisco 96269 

1, 'ihe UliLL of the öth Battalion, 4th Artillery ia forwarded in accor- 
aance with nd 525-15. 

2. This headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs subject to 
comment provided, 

a. Keference paragraph 2c(l). Concur. This headquarters will provide 
a frequency to all assigned battalions that can be used in conjunction with 
air support, 

b, Reference paragraph 2c(2).    Concur,     This information will be dissem- 
inated to all 108th Artillery Group units. 

FOR THÜ CüMMANUüB: 

HUR F. 
MAJ. FA 
Aijutant 



AVIl*iIC (22 M*t 69) 2« lad
SDBJBCTt Operatianal B»p*rt «f tb* 8th BatUllan, Uth ArtiUeiy far tha 

Fariad Boding H Octabar 1969* BCS CSFOR-65 (B2)(U)

DA, O), XXI? Carpa Artillanr, APO San Franeisea 96306, 29 Maaaabar 1969

TOt n*—Qanaral, XXIV Carpa, ATTN: AVimSGT, APO San Frandaca 
96308

1. (U) Tha OBIX af tha 8th Battalian, Uth Artlllary la fomardad in ac­

cordance with USAH? Bag 525*15*

2« (D) Thie haadqiiartara concura with tha raport aa indaraad ty HQa,
108th Artillaiy Qraup enbjact ta coa«mt indicatad.

3, (U) Bafaranca itaa ooncaming Tioa i>uze Malfhnctianing, paga 5,
paragraph 2c(2)* Concur* Furthar racoaaand thia inforaatian ba far- 
mxdad ta tha OS Amy Field Artillery Scboal, Fort Sill, OM-ahona for 
additional araluation*

FOR TUB COMMANDER:

M. S. SIRKIS 
Major, ADA 
Adjutant



CONFIDENTIAL 

AVII-CiCX (5 Kov 69)    3rd Ind 
SUBJECTi    Operational Beport - Lessons Lcamc-d of the 8th iiattalion, Ath 

Artlllory for the Porlod iiidin^; 31 October 1969, HCE Csrort-65 
(32) (U) 

JA, Headquurters,  XXI7 Corps,  APO oF 96303 S nrr .«ca 

XOj    Coninaadinü Genoral, United states Army,  Vietnam,  APO SF 96375 

1. The OBLL of the 8th Battalion, 4th Artil? ory has been roTlt.'.;e:". at 
Hk4, XXIV Corps and Is fcn;arded in accordance with AR 525-15. 

2. This headquartcrc concurs with the roport as previously indorsed, 

i'XDll Zlb COMMAiUEHj 

R. D. PECCO 
MAJ, AGO 
ASST AG 

9 
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tiMFIDCNTUtL

(5 lov 69) 4th Ind , X
Cperational Heport-Lessors Learned, Cth Sattaliofi (17SUI/- 1. ul.)
(31), 4th Artillery, ierioc’ Ending 31 Cctober, liLS (x2) (O

K.^l**HT-aS, UMTalt SXAliiS AiUiY, VlftllAl., 40“C ian /raneisec f.'S?' 2 j i)tC •''44

1C: lOMjai.ccr in (Aief, Initcd States *irr.y, iatlfic, alX* ; (.m-uf,

l. (l) I'hta headquarters has reviewed t!u. tijerational .^eport-Lessens 
1. cruet for th.; quarterly period endi:.- 3l cctober IVC. £i«. I.eadqiwrters , 
th .^ttalion (17ilWb B ell), 4th artillery.

(C) hfcfercnee iteia concerniiig 'Tiuc ?ure lAlfunctioikln^*', pa::fc 
para raph 2c(2); 1st Indorseruent, parai^raph 2b; and 2d Indorsocent, para- 
■ rapii 3: concur, excessive tube wear ..an have the saiue effect cn arniunit.e:. 
as cited lands. The infonuatiou that erratic functioninc of arnunlcion 
£u ed for air burst nay be an indication of excessive tube vicar will be 
vUssu.inated to LSaKV units. Kteomend this ites. he fc^rced to the LS 
4.mv .vrcillery School, Fort Sill, ChUhora for additional evaluatxvi;.

h-

Ft.; Tl!:- UliMdv/a.i:

l. D. MURRAY /
CFT. • AGC 
A:.sistjnt Acf|utJi!t General

cy furn: 
c/4th Arty 

corps

iO
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GfOP-DT (5 Nov 69) 5th Ind (U) ,  , „„v /o . 
SUBJECT:  Operational Report of HQ, 8th Battalion (175MM/8 INCH) {St), 

Ath Artillery for Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 

(R2) (U) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, Ai-O San Francisco 96558   Jj JAN 70 

TO:  Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310 

This headquarters concurs In subject report as Indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

dJL&tti^ 
C. I. sue. 
CPT, AGC 
As« AC 

II 
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Inclonur« I (Ozganlxatlon Liat) to Operation«! Report - Laaaona Laarned, 8th Bat- 
talion (17SMM/9 INCHKSP), 4th Artlllary, Pariod Ending 31 Octobar 1969, RCS 
CS^R.65 (R2)(U). 

HEADQUARTERS,  8TH BATTALION, 4TH ARTILLERY 

Organic Unlta 

Headquarters and Headquarters Cattery 

Sarvlc* Pattory 

Battery A 

Battery B 

Battery C 

No asnignad or attached units. 

 RQ— 
nth Bn 

4th Arty 

HHB 
Firing    |_ 

Btry 
8"    A 

t 

J 
Firing 

Btry 
l_125ttLÄ! 

SVC Btry 

Incl   I 
12 

CONFIDENTIAL 



KSMl
I'NCLASSIFTED

Sgcurity Claasification

DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA ■ R & D
fSocurlly clmamtUcmtion ot Utim. btHfy ol •b*9rm€l mmd mmuftion mumt he vnimtfd whmn »/w» .tm-tmii r*‘$„>n •-> .mjltmiit

t. OMiGm*T(MC ACTivirv (Coi

HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

AN. NCronT SCCUIO IV Cl «<^li <C Alior

CONFIDENTIAL
I*. GWQUP

4
• - MCPOMT TIT1.B

Operational Report * Lessons Learned, HQ, 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery

«■ OCtCMi^TIWC MOTCtffy^NNfMpNRlGIlrf

Experiences of
AU TMOAIS) «

unit engaged in counterinsurgency operations, 1 Aug 69 to 31 Oct 69,
». MiMlN IlKCtol. tool MMJ

CO, 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery
«. MCPONT OATG

5 November 1969
•a. CONTRACT OR GRANT NO.

ft. RMOJCCT NO.

N/A

DD .'^‘..1473

TA. rOTNi. NO. or RAGVft

15
•A. ORIGINATOR** RCRORT NUMRCRISI

694083

f AiNwfcNf IRnT tiai* An mmmt0»ma

10. OiSTRTRUTION OTATCMENT

II SURRCKWCNTARV NOTES l«. SRONSORING MII.ITARV ACTIVirv

N/A OACSFOR. DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

UNCLASSIFIED_ _ _ _ _
Security ClaGiificGlioR

wmm
■ -1






