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SUBJECT. Lessons learned, Headquarters, 10th Aviation
attalion W@W{—M
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l. Subject report is torwarded for review and evaluation in a-cordance
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Evalustions and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Brarch, within 9G days
of receipt of covering letter.
2. Information contained in this repo-t is provided t» insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during curtent operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.
BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:
1 Incl ROPERT E. L a&_
as Colonel, Ag
Acting The Adjutant General
DISTRIBUTION:
Commanding Generals
US Continental Army Command .
US Army Combat Developmenis Command 4 R r'
US Army Materiel Command R
Commandants
US Army War College N
US Army Command and General Staff College MAR 3¢ 1970
US Army Air Defense School
US Army Armor School
US Army Aviation School rh
US Army Combat Surveillance School
US Army Electronic Warfare School
US Army Englneer School Regraded unclassified when separated

US Army Field Axtillery School
US Army Infantry School from CIaSSl"Od |nC|OSUl’9.\

US Army Institute for Military Assistance
US Army Intelligence School
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CONFIiDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 10TH AVIATION BATTALION (COMBAT)
APO 96377

AVBACBAAE 1/ November 1069

SURJFCT: Operational Rerort-lessons Learned, 10th Aviation Battalion
(Combat): Period "nding 31 October 1959

SEE DISTRIBITION

1, Section 1, Operationg: Significant Activitieg.

a. (C) General: The mission of the 10th Aviation Dattalion (Combat)
is to provide aviation sunrort as directed by Comranding Officer, 17th
Aviation Group (Combat) in supvort of airmobile opcrations designed to
search out and destroy the insurgent enemy and to extend Government of
Vietnam (GVN) Control of the povoulation: To provide general support
aviation as directec by Comanding Officer, 17th Aviation Group (Combat)
to First Tield Forces Vietnam (ITFV), Deputy Senior Advisor (D3&) II
Corps and 5th Special Forces Group (SFG): To provide command and control
of agsirned and attached units as directed by Commanding Officer, 17th
Aviation Group (Combat), . An organization chart is attached (Inecl 1),

be (U) Pergonnel
\
(1) Personnel rotations continue to exceed the 15% maximum in October

and November as previously reported,
(2) A shortage of agsigned cooks, clerks and wheel vehicle mechanics
43 causing a drain of aviation maintenance personnel to fill these positions.
During the reporting period, the following percent of shortages ocecurred
in these YOS, The projected losses will compound this problem.
(a) Clerks - 22%.
(b) Cooks -~ 137%,

(¢) Wheel vehicle mochanics - 26%,

FoR oT vT
bgqoqo DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
Inclosure DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

) BOD DI 5200.10
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(Combat): Poriod indinie 21 Ortnbay 10460
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(eY Tt d Shrompth na Af 27 Qetobay 1040 s sontairsd in Incl 2.

(7Y In+~1lico

! ~ - - - . .
(1) Baysicrl Zecrnity: Immroverscnt of the dnfen-ive posture continues
throuchont the 10th “riation “rotalion (Combat) on ~ dailr hosis,

7 A\ -y i 4 vy - .
ftal  “redgrartere antd Vendsvneh cvs Company ropaived or rrconstructed

e

all Tiefltineg npsitions ag meeuirsd alone the YHC perinct-re Mange cards
were o703 Lo pact sasifion an ' 711ds of Tirs vere improved and cleared.
"11 elavmore mines werc insnect-d, rowired, and elenrly marked for

idantsi fieations Two (°)  nev anmmnition benkers verc co pleted during
the ovarter,

(b) The iPth ‘viation Comnanv (Assault Helicepter) continued to meke
defensc improvercnts throughout the reporting ovarter. The 9th ROK Dive
iaion assimed responsibility of the unit's nortion of the perimeter.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACTAE 1/, November 1969
SUBJFCT:  Onoratioral Report.-ladsons Leasnod, 10th Avintion Buttalion
(Combt): Period Ending 31 Octobar 1050

(¢} Tho 92nad Aviation Company (Assault Holicoptor) rebuilt twe puard
towars ard conatructid ono n-v one, Additional concertina vire and clay-—
more mines have hoen ormliced. Revetments for two nerimoter cenerators
and the POL pmmp worn constructed, Repair and conastruction o ajrcraft
reveteents ond o hover Tane by the 18th Enpinecar Prirade heve been deiny-d
indefinitoly due to priority cnpinn r rrojoctyg.

(d) The "4t Aviation Company (Assnult Helicopter) Mulars nlong the
southeantern p rimoter were cloared and new ficlds o fire wors ostahlishor.
The motor pool was cnclosed with a high chain fonee ten (10) oot hiph.
Perimetrrs are insprcted dally for maintonance of bunters and o rminition
availhility.

(2)  Intelligence and Counter-Intellizence:

(a) %t 0030 hovrn, 7 Aug 69, HIC, 10th Avicotion Battalion {Combat)
received an astimetad 30 to 35 rornds of 82 mm mortar fire. 4n ambulonce
received heavy damage: a 3/4 ~nd A 1/4 ton truck wers moderntnly damopged,
Tuo (2) BOQ wore mederstely damaged.  Additionnly two (2) powsr lines wevc
severesd by shropnel. There wer~ four (4) friendly casu-ltics who wore
evacurted to 12th Air Forece Hospit~l in Cam Ranh Bay,

(b} Tho ©2nad Avintion Comminv (Ansault Heliconter) roccived ong (1)
stand-off attrck consisting of 23 rounds of £2 mn mortar fire on 23
September 1949 At 2200 hours. Two (2) UH-1 roceivad moiow domarn, four
(4) UH=1 minor damwe, One (1) nlatoon buildiry recaived 1icht shropnel
demapen,

(¢) The 155th “wvintion Company (Aasnult Faliconter) raccived tuo (2)
attacks durine this curtor, On 16 August a-nrovimitaly 27 rornda of
mived 82 mm mortar sad B=40 rock~ta coused heavy demace to on- (1) ~ir-
eref't and moderate domime to Tour (4) more, Tight (8) i nee inelud-
ing nne {1) of tho new sontry cog kennerls rocedvod modar-to Cinare.  Feur
(4§ vohicles rrceive® modorate garncas and nunerous toelorhons Jines yore
cut by shrapnnl, Eipght (2) nersonnel wers inijvred, thre 07 vlieh ragui- 0
medical ovacuation. On 25 Octob r 1042 an satimited 13 rornds o ©9
mortar lightly damepod threc (3) ~iveraft, soven (7) wehiclas, one (1)
building and wounded Tive (5) nersonncl, two (2) of which were evicu bt <.

(d) The 281st Aviation Company (Assanlt Tlelicotor) continuc’ to
suprort "Project Delte" in the I Corp Tactic 1l Zone, Intclligenes reports
revealed NVA troop movement aleng th~ derdlitarizad zone ~nl the northern
edge of the Ashau valloy,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVRACR.AL 1/ Movember 1959
SUBJECT:  Operitioni] Report-lessons Tenrnod, 108h Aviotion Bittalion
(Combat): Peoriod Ending 31 Octob r 1959

d. () Operationg

(1) Plang: At the closc of the roporting moriod th~ 10th Avintion
Battalion {Combnt) is commanding ~nd coordinating the mi wions of its
aggigned units from basc eamm at Dong Ba Thin, RV, On 16 Scptembar 1659
the battalion tactical oper~tlons center was deplovd to Ban “» Thuot
to avgmoent the 155th Avintion Comprny (Asseult Helicoptor). The
battalion element was further deploy-~d on 6 Octobor 1950 to Gin Nghia,
The tactical oper~tions ecenter wra deployed in conjunction with and in
sunport of tho 23rd ARVN Division (LT) in the Ouang Duc Frovinee., The
mission terminated 5 Octoh:r 1949, On 27 Octobher 1940 th' tnactical
onerations centrr was apain denloyed from the battalion buise te an Me
Thunt to augment thn 155th Aviation Comrany (Agsoult Holicoptcr). At
the close of the quarter the element is still in tho Ban Me Thuot locatinn,

(2) Operations: Units of th~ 10th Avirtion Batt~lion (Corb-t)
provided avietion surmort throuvghout the seven gouthern nrovinecs of
the II Corp Tacticnl Zone, Aviation assets are furnishe” to suwmort Trsk
Force South, a joint U,S, and ARVN opecration in tho Dnlot, Boo loe,
Phan Thict area, consisting of the 3rd Battrlion, 503r¢ Infontry, 173rd
Airborne Brignde and 3rd Battalion, 506 Infentry, 101st Airborne Division
(Airmotile) along with ARVN Rangor and Infantry units. Additionally,
supmort is provided to the 9th Inf Division (ROK), +he 22nd and 23rd
Inf Divisions, (ARVN) 5th Speci~l Forces Group, and genheral surport
throughout the ares o” oper~tions. The 10th Aviation Battalion (Comhat)
contimied to maintain cight (8) 147t ships ond six (6) gunchips ot Mai
Ioc in the I Corn Trctical Zone in support of Project Dolta from the 281st
Aviation Commeny (Assault Helico-ter),

(3) Summary: A rocapitulation of all uvnit results is attached
(Incl 3). ‘

(a) Oprerations o “ho 48th Avintion Compony (Assault Heliconter):
The company continued in gencral supnort of the Oth Infantry Division
(ROK), Missions included: command and eontrol, resunply, combat assaults
and extractions, idmini-trative troon movements, convoy enver, rcconnais-
sance and mcdical evrenttion, The 4%th also wrovided genernl su-mort to
U.5, and ARVN forces in the sovthorn II Gorp area. During the quarter the
9th Infantry Division (ROK) surorted by tho 48th AC(AH) killed 300 encmy
and captured 6, Onc hundercd thirty seven small arms and twelv: crowe
served weapons werc cantured, The 9th Inf Division ~uffared 1 KIA and
2 WIA, The 48th sunportnd the 9th ROK Division on scvernl regimental-
size combat assaults during the reporting period. The 30th Rogiment, 9th
ROK Division ended an oreration on 7 August tht hed commenced 21 July,

A
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVRACB-AE 1/ Moventar 1969
SUBJECT: Operationnl Report-les--ne Lecrnad, 1067 Avi -t on Battnalien
(Combrit): Poriod Ending 31 October 10569

The 48th provided planning and execution of dnily resunply and troop
movement, On 72 Aurust 1969, the /48th inserted the 3rd Battnlion, 29th
Repiment, This was phisc 1 of a 2 phise onerntion, Phase 2 commenced on
10 Cetobrr with tha insertion of 30th Regiment, 9th ROK Division reinforeed
wvith one (1) battalion, The repiment onorrted in the mountains southwest
of Nha Trang, The operation, known as Dong Bo 9, w s t rminnted on 19
October 1949,

(b) Oncrationg o the 92nd Avi-tion Comprny (As~enlt Helicoptsr):

At the close of the reporting period the mission of the unit cont nued to
be genornl surmort of tha II Corm Tactical Zwme, Mission time wos dlvided
between support of Task Force South ~nd 23rd Infantry Division LT CP which
included tho 44th and 53rd Infantry (Regiments), 3/503rd Airborne Infantry
and the 3/506th Airhorne Infantry (Airmobile), Additionally unit aircraft
“lew in sunnort o Doputy Scndor fdvisor (DSA) II Corp B2o Loe, Phan Rang,
Dalat Mha Trang and Ban Me Thuot, Tho comnany orerated a forward tacticenl
site at Bao loc until 2 Septembrr 1969 -t vhich time the unit was reunited
2t bas~ cemp in D'ng Ba Thin,

(¢) Opcrations for the 155th Avi~tion Commany (Assenlt V'ali copter):
The 155th Avintion Company (Assault Helicopter) cortimied to supnort
23rd Inf Divisinn (ARVN), Dotachment B-53 and B=50 (5th Spécial Forces
Group) and other operatiocns in Darlac, “uang ™, Kien Due, Tuyen Duc,
and Khan Hoa Provinces., Emphasis on intelligonce gathering missiong
(23rd Division sniffer and P-50) incrcased due to suspected cnomy builde
ups. Tn assist in the increascd avintion requirements, the company ro-
ceived operatirml control of the following cirernft from the 52nd
Aviati~n Battalion (Combat):” four (4) gunships from the 1%9th Aviation :
Company (Assault Helicopter), four (4) gunships from the 170th Aviation
Comnany (Aesoult Helicopter), and two (2) CH~/7 Chinnoks from the 179th
Aviation Commany (Assavlt Support Helicopter), In addition to the intell-
jgence missions increase, six (6) new artillery fire bases were constructe
ed (Coordinates YU 991838, 202634, 511429, 577538, and 656527), which
had 2ir 1line of communications only, The 155th Aviation Company with
OPCON aircraft nrovided most of the required support.

(d) Orcrations for the 192nd Aviation Company (Assenlt Helicopter):
The 192nd AC (AH) continued to provide genoral supnort to Taak Force South,
23rd Infantry Division (A4RVN) LTCP, 116th Tngincor Battalion, Deputy Senior
Advisor (DSA) II Corp and administrative ~nd loglstical support for MACV
personnel, Additionally, the 192nd AC (AH) provided avintion supnert to
3/506th Infantry, 1/50th Mech Inf, and "C" Co, 75th Rangers, A 1ift ship
in an LZ was attacked by & NVA/VC, The crew chiel and gunmnor took thom under
fire and eight (8) enoemy confirmed KIA werc credited. On 23 October 49,
at 1855 hours, contact with one gunshin wrs lost whilc in support of the
75th Rangers, Threc days later tho missing gunship end crew woere located,
There were no survivors,

5
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-AT 1/ Dovember 1969
SURI®CT: Operatirral Report=Legsons Lecrmod, 10th Avintion Bottallon
(Combat): Pericd Fndinp 31 Octewr 1050

(@) Operatinona for the 201lat Aviotien Compny (L~ 1t Helicoptoer):
The company contimied to omerate on ~ very diversifiod gchedvles  The
201st AC (AH) with Projcct Delta in the I Corp Tactienl Zons onernting
out of the Forward Operation Bagse (FOB) at 'ai Ioc, prve aviation
suprort to two (2) phases of Cporats-on "3.ga",  The Phones supported were
Phaso 1T {Trojan Frrge II), which began during ths 1ot rencrting »oriod
and Phase IIT (Trojan Horsc III), which bopan on 14 Cetoher 1059 ~nd 57 4n
oneration through the end of this roporting poriod, Avintisn support of
MACV Recondo Schenl clnsses wns nlso nrovided, The punshi- nlatoon of the
271gt Aviation Company (Assault Holicopter) has rernined nf the ICR during
this rcporting period cxecept for a fourteen (14) any bronk thnt storted nt
the end of Operation "3-40" Phase II and ondad at tho bogineins of Phaso
TTI, fLirceraft not statisned at the TOB and not racuvired to sumort "ACV
Recnndo Schocl provided svomort for wnits through-ut IT Somp aren.  The
types of missions were many ond vorieds resupply, combit assoults,
parachute, concealed dotector (Sni 7 or), searck an? roscue and medical
evacuation,

(f) Operatinns of the 243rd Aviation Company (Assrmlt Support Hele
icopter): The unit continued to pr~vide gencral support in the scven
sruthern provinees of the II Corps Trctiecl Zone. Specific units support-
od ~n a daily basis wore: Task Force Seuth/23rd Infontry Division IT CP,
the 9th ROK Infantry Division (*Mite Horso), 23rd Infrntrv Hvision (ARV)
and DSA II Corp. The unit recovered 1A dowmed tacticol ~ireraft during
this reporting rerind,

e. (U) Organization:

(1) During this reporting period, the battalion I'C and ~11 componies
came under chonged MTOT. The general orders implementing the new 'fMTO0E
were effeoctive prior to this reporting quarter; houcver, the orders were
recelved by this batt~lion in October, The following are the currcnt MTOE
and general order numbers,

(a) HHC - MIOE 1-256 GPO2; USARPAC GO # 329, dtd 2/ Apr &9.

(b) 48th, 92nd, 155th, 192nd, 2¢lst Aviaticn Comenies (Assault
Helicopter) - MTOL 1-077 GPO3; TSARPLC GO # 329, dtd 2/ Apr &9,

(¢) 243rd Aviation Company (Ass vt Support Vclicoptsr) - MICE 1-258
GPO3, TSARPAC GO # 357, atda 1 ky 69,

(r) () Training

6
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-AE 14 November 1949
SUBJECT: Operational Romort-Lessons Lonrned, 10th Avintion Battalion
(Combat): Period Ending 31 Octob~r 1969

(1) Training this quarter has consisted of increaszd cmphasis on
aviatinn gnrty, Clnases verce held on safety procedurcs for ~ireraft crows;
first ajd has beon =~vicwed nd a vigorous ch ck ride swrogram has beon
pursucd, Instruction on wospnns safoty and live fire excrcises wore
conducted. Charactor pguidance, commnnd informaticn, weter safety, vehicle
safoty, civil affeirs, field sanitation, milit-ry justice ~nd cscome ~nd
evasion were among the most importont subjects covered thils peried, A
Jungle escape and evasien t-am from Clark Air Force Bace, Phillinincs
prasented ingtruction to all units within th- batt~1i » during the ouerter,

(a) 48th Aviction Company (Assavlt Heljconter): The training oropram
continued to incrensc this quarter, A new flimht nrogrwm wes institutod
with more stringent requirements Yor nilots to become Airerzft Commenders,

(b) 92n¢ Avirtion Commany (Assault Heliconteor): Commmd ommhasis wns
nlaced on alrcraft, vehicle and weepons gafety., Standorizati-n and maint-
enance suhjects vwere also ~resented, Classes were conducted on o woekly
bagis concerning Geneva Convention, Code of Conduct, drivers trrining and
SAEDA (Subversion and Espionrge Dircected Agninst tho United States),

(¢) The 155th Aviation Commany (As ault Heiicoptor) cont nued mandrtory
training with increased emphasis on wocpons s~fety, aviatim safaty ond
survival, escone and cvasion, Instruction concorning defonse ~gainst
sarper attack was also nragented. The company increascd its requircmonts
for designation as Aircraft Commandor: 300 flying h~urs in Vietnam, 5
hours night flying 5 hrurs hooded flight, two maintencnce test flights,

a scorc of at least 90% cach on an omon and closed bock oram erncernitg
information found in thn airera®t onerators manunl ~nd tuo cheek rides
conduct~d by an instructor nilot while flying an opcrctionnl mission,

(@) 192nd Aviation Crmpany (Assult Helicort r): ‘hndatory training
has entinued throughout the e-ind, A vigorous nrogrom hs been initintod
in the form of classos for nersemnel concerning subject= such as individual
crow sarved weapons ond perimcter defense. In Septeomber o 11m wvas shown
and an informal somirar conducted by instructors from thn Air Force Junglo
Surviv-l School, Clark 44T Tore~ Base, Phillinines, on cscone and avnsirn,

(o) 281at Aviation Commony (ssault Helicoptor): Troining was glven
this quarter on the "ollowinpg stvbjncts: sontry duty, n"vsical security,
oscapc and evesion, covntor-sinmer troining, persennel hrgine, ficld '
sanitati-n, co’c o c'nduct, CAR Unrfare, riot c:ntrol, lond mine werire,
civil affairs, first aid "nd emergency trentmont, An a”™cor from th~ SJA
Office, IFFV, gave & class on the amondments to tha UCMT,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBAC AT 14 Nevember
SURJFCT: Oncratione) Rev-rtelesnng Letrned, 10th “viction Battalion
(Combat)r  Porind End ng 31 Octob. r 1960

(f) 243rd Aviati n Cormany {(Agsmlt Sunmmart Helieont-r): The unit
erntimied ita cross triining of nonecviatior croomombers,  Munlification
of individuals with the M-16, M=70 ~nd M50 1ns eonductod. Woeklyr clrases
ware glven ~n mandntory subjeets and blem-nthly classes verc given on
aviation a~foty.

g. (C) Llogistica
(1) General:

(a) On the last day of this quarter, the hrtinlien received n warning
erder to oremare to cstabhlish a ferwnrd refueling ~nd vearming peint to
gupport operntions wvest of Ban Mo Thuot,

(b) Emphasis has bean nlac~d on obtrining A miny oneratinnal cargo
hnaka for the UM=1H s pogsible. Tho intont is to on~ble the surported
units to move an~ll londs without reouesting CHe/7 support.

(2) Sunnly: The 155th Aviation Company (Assault Tlelicontor): During
this auarter, the company greatly imnroved supnly manarcment by roducing
the mumbrr of hand raceipt neemunts from 26 to 13, The vnit also found
the contract laundry to be oncroting in violotien oFf the ecntract. Follow
up Action resulted in cancolleti~n of the e-ntract ond nrow sion of lrunde
ry service by a guartermaster lowndry undt, This should regult in
improved services.

(3) Meintenance

(a) During this quarter, the retrograde time for Ul-1H nireraft wes
extended from 2200 hours to 3300 hours, for CH=47 aircraft, the oxtension
wag frem 1800 hours to 2400 hours, Scme indtin) difficvlties wer~ encountered
because TBO items had not been requi~itinned for the ajrecraft nearing
retrograde, The difficulties do nnt awnmonr at this time to e insurmount~
able but increased dennnd for parts ean be anticinted dve to additional
unscheculed maintenance on older cireraft,

(b) 155th Aviati~n Commany (Assanlt Helicontor)

(1) With cipht (8) ndditionrl punshipns under operational enntiol of
the 155th AC (AH), thc unschedule® mi‘ntenance r~ouirecments have incraase
~rd 30%. Ildais-n with the prrent unit of ihe gun~hips ~nd with ths supporting
DSU havo parti-lly nllcviated the burden. However, thore contimies to be
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB..AE 14 Movamber 1969
SUBJFCT: Operaticnid Report Lesseons—Learncd, 10th Avintion Battalien
(Combot): Perind Ending 31 Octoher 190Q

a high wnscheduled maintonnneo requirement vhich, if suita ned, may
result in a Jower aireroft cvailabldty rote within the unit,

(2) Prelimin-ry rreults ~f the new sdl f-purging ~orticl ~ separater
are ehcouraging,

{¢) 243rd Aviation Company (Assault Support Helicopter): There hrve
been a considernble numbher of Torvard rotary wing bHlade: veplaced due to
erosion of the spor nnse eap, The orosion causas dents in the leading
edge in nn area from the blade tip cap to twelve inches intound of the
tip eap, Tha drnts Aevelop inte holes which necessitate btlrde chonge.

(d) Aircraft assigned ns of 31 October 190, (Incl 4)

( () Mmartorly Strmary of ~intenince Deta and Flying Uovr Program.
Incl 5)

(4) Construction: Construction on Tlanders Heliport romins to be
completed, Hipher priority cngineor missions have halted worls ~n this
project,

h, (C) Corrunications: Ifficicney of communicatinns operatin~ns wore
significantly improved in the 281st Avintion Company {Assault Helicoptoer)
by rearranging the installation of the unit's switehboard, the AN/PRC 47,
the AN/VRC 47, and the newly acquired AN/PRC~41 (UNT), 21l nf vhich must
remain operational 2/. hours daily. The new arrangoment requires cnly one
operator per shift which results in a reduction of totel onerators reculrod
without degradation of the aquality of communications.

i. Muterial: Mene

Jo Civil AfTajra:

(1) /48th Aviation Company (fissavit lelicoptor): Thn compony in coop-
eraticn with the 29th ROK Regimont nnd MACV tcam in Minh Hen arc presently
engaged in building o hnmlet office and clessroom. Total cost of this
builaing will be 112,000 $VN, EImphasis 13 being placed on solf help with
42th AC (AH) supplying the project coordimtion and instructors for the
Vietnamese that will be doing the work,

(2) 92nd Avinticn Compeny (Ass~ult Holicopter): The company continued
to supnly candy and other sundrics to the chaplain, 3/506th Infantry for dise
tribution to orphanages 4n the Pro Ioe arecs until 2 Septomber vhen the for.
ward element returncd to Dong Ta Thin,

9
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AVBACB-AT 14 November 1969
SUBITCT:  Operaticnal Repert—Loscons Learned, 10th Avi tian Tattalion
(Combat): Paorind Ending 31 October 1048

k, Surgeon: The same meddeal dotachments remrin attoched with tho
gane basic miasian nn? anproximitely the svme pationt density.

1. Informitlon

(1) Putlieatinn ~f the brtt lion newspaper, Vopabend Veice, eontinued
biemonthly. The 1%5th Avintion Crmpeny (Asaault H-licopter) began mubli-
cation of n bl-rmenthly noewspaper, Poclside Parnhle, during this roporting
period,

{(2) AT™VM Radic 900, Dong a Thin, paid tribute to the 10th Avirtion
Battalion on its fourth anniversary of orgarizotinn, 27 Anfust 1069,

(3) The follming PIO releases were nrocessed:

(a) Printod velenses: 5%,

(b) Pictorial rcleases: 12,

(e) Vometoun news relrasms: 260,

(@) Tomrtown nows releascs (Pictorial): A5

m, Chaplajnt During the anertor, the 10th Aviation Battalion (Combnt)
chaplain hes eonducted a totnl of 25 Sunday and 57 Yednesday Catholic sore

vices with n total of 1375 sol icrs attonding. Scrviecs wers conducted for
each of the nutlyving unite and some adjncont units,

10
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AVBACB-AE ' 14 Novombar 1969
SUBJWCT: ?Berﬂt%?nnl Roport-Lessons Learned, 10th Aviation Battalion
ombat):  Perlod Ending 31 Octoher 194

2. Section II, leasgons Loayneds Compender's Obgervatlions, Evnluationy,
Racomrepdations and Command Agtiona,

a. (U) Porgonnel

(1) Observation: With assigned aviator strength reructions and an
increase in flying time, tho companies have several avieters who cannot
fly oach day hoecause of the 140 hours-per~30 day reriod limdtation,

(?) Evaluation: Most aviators who must bo grounded for more theon
two consecutive Arys hecause of tho limitation bocomo bored and enger to
return to flying,

(3) Recormendation: That last Aviation Brigade Regulation 285-10,
dated 15 July 1968 b changed to doletec the restriction of 140 flying
hours-necr-30 day period for an aviator and add the stipulation thot
any aviator who flys 140 hours in any 30 day period will bo grounded for o
3 day period but may cormence flying without regrd to thce previous 30
days after the 3 day rest and after hawving aporoval of the flight surgron,

(4) Commang Action: None

b, (U) Intelligence: None
c. (U) Operationg:

(1) Ohscrvation: Wearing sunglasses with tho SPH-i helmet causcs
a loss of protection from noiso by breaking the carpicce seal,

(2) Evaluatirn: 1st Aviation Brigade Regulati-n 38510 roquizcs the
wearing of clear visors as opposed to tintcd visors in £light helmets,
To protect against glare from the sun, aviators must wear sunglasses undor
the clear vlisor., Tho SPH-4 48 ‘esigned to nrevent damnge to hoaring by
having smugly fitting sarpleces, The sunglasscs cnuse the nrotcction te be
lost by breaking the sonl of the earplece egoinst the herd. The reas n
for wear*:§ the visor is to provide cye protection from ploxiglnsa splintors
if enemy fire 1s rcceived through the windshield. The cleoar visor caa be
used at night while th. tnted visor eannot,

(3) Recommendati-n: That sunglasscs or an onsily removable tinted
visor be designed for the SPH-4 which will not sntorfore with the snug
1t of tho earrieca.
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AVDACR-'K 1, Movenbr 1969
SUBJECT: Oporational Roportelcssong learned, 10th Aviation I tinlion
(Combat): Poriod Fnding 31 October 1960

(4) Command Actions A lattor which nrecrnts the problem has been
forwardod,

d. (U) Orpapizaticn: Yone,
oo (U} Training: None,
fo (V) Logiatica: Nono.

g. (U) Commundcetiong

(1) Obgervation: The KY-28 onwoff-circult brecker switch breaks
easily.

(?) Tvaluatinn: Because of the location, the silze, and the material
from which it is made, tho KY.2? switch 13 broken frcquently.

(3) Recormendation: That a protective bracket be designed to prevent
breakage of tho switch,

(4) Command Actisn: A protnctive bracket has been fabricated by the

92nd Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) which has stonpe 21l breakage
of the swltch,

h, (U) Matexdal
(1) Sumer shaft cust boot,
(a) Obsorvation: The new super shaft duat boot tears casily,

(b) Evaluation: The dust boot does not appeor able to withstand the
normal wear in Vietnan,

(¢) Rocommendaticn: That o supershaft dust boot be made from heavier
rubber.

(d) Command Action: EIR 153413 has beon submitted,

(2) Airmobile Shon Sot,

(a) Observations: The nirmohile shop set docs not contoin ~ 5-10 ton
jack or an APU,

12
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AVRACB-AE 14 November 1959
SUBJECT: Operational Renortelosseons Loarred, 10th Avi-tion Dattallon
(Combat):  Porind Ending 31 Octobar 1970

(b) Evnluation: The 5=10 ton Jnck is necded for rodsing the ~lrernft
when changing the skicds nnd skid components, The APU is required to
start an aireraft with 2 dend bnttery, Both items werc approved for
retention from the Shon Set "C" which was tvrned in,

(¢c) Reoco-mendrtion: That the 5-10 ton jack ~n an APU he added to tho
Airmobile Shop Set,

(@) Cormand Action: None,

1, (1) Other: Nono,

/ AL

Hlar g ST
5 Incl Wi AL sTAVEE” 7
as ITC, “IN
Incl 2 wd HQ, DA Cormanding
DISTRIBUTION:
2 - CINCUSARPAC
3 - CG, USARV
2 - CG, 1ST AVN BDE
7 - CO, 17TH AVN GP (CBT)
13
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CONFIDENTIAL

AaVCuo~cC (14 Hov 69)  1st Ind

LU.JLCT: Operational .ievort Lessons Learned, 10th ..viation
Lattelion (Combat) for Period Ending 31 Cctober 1969,
WS CSPUI=65 (H1) (U)

Da, HeaDUanTEnE, 17TH AVITION GROUP (COMI.T), IO 96240 25 Hovember 1969

TO: Deyartment of the irmy (aCSFCw-Di), 1ashington, D.C. 20310
Commarding General, I Field rorces Vietnam, ~PO 96350

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the attached report, con=-
siders it to be adequate, and concurs with the contents as stated,
except as indicated below.

2. (C) The following comments and recommendations are submitted:

a. gpection 1, Operations: Significant ~ctivities.

(1) Paragraph 1b(2), Personaecl, Page 1. There is a general
shortage of the personnel mentioned within the 17th .vi«tion Group
(Combat).

(2) Faragraph 1b(3), Persoiiel, Page 2. The 17th aviation
Group (Combat) has 2 critical shortage of qualificd sclicol trained
technical inspectors in tho 67-M, -U, and - 20G.

(3) Paragraph 1d(3)(c), Page 5, Operations. Should be correct-
ad by deleting entry on ien Duc Prevince znd changing the entry to
read Lam Uong Frovincs.

{4) Paragraph 1(f), iraining, Page 6, should be 1f.

(5) Faragraph 1(f), Training, age 6, does not rcilect tho
numbcr of days engancd in operations and training. nef US.aV heg
525-15, Fara 5b(1)(c).

b, Section II, lessons learned: Conmandor's Obscivations, lval-
uations, ilecommendations and Command ..ction.

(1) Faragraph 2a, Fage 11, pon-concur. 1st Avi:tion Brigade Heg-
ulation 385-10, .viation Sefcty, 1 iay 1969, coatains the require-
ments on crew rest criteria., Compliance with the reguirements of
this recgulation is 2 nanegement function of commanders.

(2) Paragroph 2c(1), Page 11, (U). Some loss of protection
will occur while wearing sunglasscs or proscription glasses with tho
SiH~l4 helmet. The amount of :rotection loss camiot be duternined
at this lcvel. It is recom ended that appropriate LA Agencies

1L DOWRSRADED AT 3 VEAR INTERVALS;
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Wi .Lo=tC <5 tovember 1969
SUpJuCT:  Operationnl ..wport lessons Learnci, 10th aviction

dattalion (Combot) for ruriod Lnding 31 Octobur 1967,

Wl Cortn=65 (1) (U)

investigate tids problew area. It is furthcr recormended that
avi tors wear car plugs when wearing the £Ii-4 helmet nd cyc
glasses.

POt THE CUL 2 ualDean:

i t

/.’7‘ . Lo e
MARC L.  TUMAS
CPT, ALA
Ld jutant
CF:
10th .B(C)
15
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AVFA~UC-HIST (L4 Nov 69) 2d Ind (U)

SUBJBCT: Operational Report -~ Lessons Learred, lOth Aviation Battalion
(Combat): Period snding 3L October 1969, LC3 CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350

TO: Commanding General, lst Aviation Brigade, APO 96384

(U) This headquarters has evaluated subject Oril and forwarding
indorseunent and concurs,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Do UK ZOHOLLAND

1LT AGC
ASST _AB
CF:
1 - CO, 17th Avn Gp (Cbt)
1 - CO, 10th Avn Bn (Cbt)
/b
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AVBAGC=0 (1 Nov 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Cperational Report-Lessons Learned, 10th Aviation Battalion
(Combat) for Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)(U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 1700 01969

THRUs Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGC-DGT,
AP0 96375 _
Commander~in~Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP=-DT,
APO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, ‘ashington, D.Ca 20310

1. Thils headguarters has reviewed subject report and cencurs with the
contents as indorsed, excevt as noted below,

2+ The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

a. Fraragraph 1lb(l), page 1 discusses personnel rotations exceeding
the 157% maximum for a given month, 17th Aviation Group (Combat, has five
battalions with an approximate strength of 3,000 personnel. Since this
problem was addressed in the previous OR-LL and the 17th Aviation Group
(Combat) received an equitable share of personnel, redistribution of assets
should have been accomplished at group level.

be Paragraph 1b(2), page 1 discusses shortages of clerks, cooks and
wheel vehicle mechanics. A4ll replacements received by this headquarters
are proportionately allocated to Groups for further assignment to battal-
ien, A review of the 17th Aviation Group (Combat) strength figures shows
the 10th Aviation Battalion (Combat) with an equitable share of assets
aveilable to the command,

ce Paragraph 1b(2,, page 2 discusses the shortage of technical inspec-
tors. There is a shortage of technical inspectors throughout Vietnam.
Both USARV and DA are aware of this shortage and action is being taken,
to the extent feasible, to alleviate the situation. 17th Aviation Group
(Combat) is provided with an equitable shara of available assets for
distribution to its battalions.

d. Paragraph 2a, page 1l addresses limitations of the 140 hour flying
program and proposes unrestricted flying after a 3 day rest period, Non-
concur. If personnel have been flying fairly regularly during a 30 day
period, therewill be few instances where aviators will be ®grounded™ more
than two days for flying over 140 hours. If most flying has been in the
latter part of any 30 day period, aviators may well nesd more than a few
days rest., There is danger in confusing good morale amd the desire to
fly with absence of fatigue. The "140 hours in 30 days" limit is one of
the few means available to ensure commanders and operations officers monitor

17



AVBAGC~0 (14 Nov 69) 3d Ind L7 DLC 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lLessons lLearned, 10th Aviation Battaiion
(Combat.) for Period Iinding 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rr1)(U)

flying hour programs to provide equitable workloads and limits on nonessen-
tial flying. For combat essential missions, no commander will be judged
harshly if he is forced to fly aviators over the statutory limitation of
flying hours.,

e. Faragraph 2g(l), page 12 addresses breakage of thé KY-28 secure
volce on-off switch., This is a new problem with the KY=28 radio which has
appeared in only one compsry. Since the switch breakage does not exist in
other units, cockpit discipline may be the cause rather than switch design.
The unit has been instructed to submit an EIR, Since the corrective action
taken by the unit requires no holes, screws or permanent changes to aircraft
or components, it 1s in consonance with sound maintenance practices,

f. Paragraph 2h(2), page 12 addresses the need for an APU and 5-10
ton jack in airmobile shop sets. The 5-10 ton jack and generator set,
gas engine (APU), are authorized by SC-4920-99-CL-A77 July 1968. The
17th Aviation Group (Combat) has been notified of this information.

FOR THE COMIANDER:

; i ad

i ARTAUR W.
CPT AGC
Copy 3d Ind Furn: Asst AG.
CO, 10th Avn Bn (Cbt)
i
|
18
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AVHGC-DST (14 Nov 69) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lesscns Learned, 10th Aviation Battalion
(Combat): Period Ending 31 Octeber 1969,RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 YoM 870

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1969 from Headquarters, 10th
Aviation Battalion (Combat) and concurs with ths report as indorsed,

FOR THE. COMMANDER:

o
.. D MURRA‘;/
cer, AG
Assistant Adjutort Generol

Cy furn:
10th AVN BN (CBT)
1st AVN BDE

19




GPOP-DT (14 Nov 69) 5th Ind (U} .
SUBJECT: Operational Reporxrt of HQ, 10th Aviation Bettalion (Combat) for
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 I 1970

TO: Asslistant Chief of Stafr for Porce Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIRF:

Codbors

C. L. sHOATY
CPT, AGC
Aat AG
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ORGAMIZATIONAL CHART

NI LOCATICN AP0

HN, 10TH ABC Dong Ba Thin, RN 96377
HO & HO Co, 10TH ABC Dong Ba Thin, RUN 96377
130TH MED DET O/k Dong Na Thin, RVN 96377

339TH AVN DET (DIV) Dong Ba Thin, RN 96377

- -~ -

L8TH AVI'TICN COMPANY '
(AS3AULT HFLICOPT R) Ninh Hoa, RVN 96240

286TH MED DET O/A Ninh Hoa, RVN 96240

92ND AVIATION COMPANY '
(ARSATLT HRLICOPTVH) Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377

155TH AVIATION COMPANY '
(ASSAUIT TBLICOPTER) Ren Me Throt, RVN 96297

gTF “ED DET O/A - Ban Me Thuot, RVN 95297

192ND AVIATICN COMPANY

(ASTAULT HELICOPTFR) Phan Thiet, RVN 96317
108TH MRD DET Phan Thiet, RVN 96317
363RD AVN DET (PIV) Phan Thiet, RVN 96317

- . -

243RD AVIATION COMPANY '
(ASSAULT SUPTORT HELICOP'FR) Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377

281ST AVI'TION COMPANY '
(ASTAULT WELICOPTER) Yha Trang, RVN

Incl 1
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OPFRATIONAL RESULTS AS OF 31 OCTOBTR 1069

1, (C) Remulta
Carpo

Hours Sorties Trucps Lifted Fpemy Struc  Sempans
UNIT Flown Flown Lifted (TONS) KBA  Dam Deg Dap Des
HHC, 10TH ABC 208 674 0 c 0 O 0 0 0
L8TH AC (1) fy 769 26,220 37,417 2,102 12 27 15 3 0
92ND AC (AH) 5,254 20,148 36,573 643 20 ¥ 6 4 0
155TH "C (AH) 7,475 18,943 35,72 337 0 010 0 O©
192ND £C (MH) 7,356 18,955 26,221 639 76 8 35 15 2
243RD AT (ASH) 2,844 6,715 21,777 8,405 C o 0 0 0
281ST AC (*M) 4,266 10,741 16,531 2,143 0 0O 0 0 0
10TH ABC %,142 102,196 174,843 14,359 128 59 66 22 4
2. (C) losses
UMIT Aircraft lost Aircraft Namaged
H4C, 10TH ABC 0
A8TH AC (AH) 3
GoND AC (AH) 11
155TH AC (AH) 5
192FD AC (AH) 3
243RD AC (ASH) 0
281ST AC (AH) 1
10TH ARC 23
Inel 3

———— - ity o e gy
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;; ATIRCRAFT STATI'S AS OF 31 OCTOR'R 1969
UH-1C TH-1B H-1D/M  CH.A7A
UNIT Auth OH  Avth OH  Ayth OH  Auth OH
HHC, 10TH AWC 0 0 0o 0 0 2 0 0
LATH AC (AH) 0 © $ 6 23 10 0 0
92ND AC {AH) g8 7 00 23 19 0 0
155TH AC (AH) g8 0 0 23 20 0 0
192ND AC (AH) & 7 0 0 23 21 0 0
243RD AC (*SH) o 0 6 0 0 0 16 15
288187 AC (AH) g 7 00 23 20 0 0
i 1UTH ABC 32 29 g 6 115 101 16 13
Inel 4
L3
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TYPE
ACFT

21
TH.1
™1
UH-1
THa1

TH-1

CH-L74

AMART RLY SIMP'2RY OF “ATYTTNANCE DATA A¥D FLYING HOTRS

AVG KC
4/C_ASGD

2.0
25,0
24.6
25.3
25.6
26.0

13.3

August thrv October 1960

7
EDP

0.0
C.6
Lt
0.6
3.2
5.1

6.8

a
EDY
23.7
16.4
17,2
2.5
17.1
10.1

30,0

HR3 FLVING % TLY YR AVG WRS PER
FLOWF  PROGRAM FROGRAM  ACFT PFR MOXNTP
228 360 63.3 38,0

6770 4500 150.4 00,2
7595  AAL0° 171.0 101.2
7797  45%0 160.0 95.5
7,89 1580 160.0 57.7
5710 4680 122,0 73.0
2527 2000 126.3 7342

Inecl 5
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